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ROBERT C. GUNNING, DONALD R. HAMILTON, AARON LEMON ICK, RICHARD A. LESTER, A. WALTON LITZ, 
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CHARLES SCRIBN ER, JR., AL DRIDGE C. SMITH Ill, RICHARD H. ULLMAN 

Miss Angela Wakeham 
O££ice o£ the Director 
Institute £or Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Dear Miss Wakeham: 

3 1 August 1971 

I am retu rning with enormous thanks your photograph o£ the 
Albert Einstein Award medallion, which you were so kind as to 
loan me two weeks ago. It is an excellent photograph , obviously 
the work o£ a professional, and it suited our purposes perfectly. 

You were most kind to search through your files and kinder 
still to permit us to borrow the photograph. I appreciate your 
very generous help. 

/ k 

Enclosure 

~=Y~v.JL 
John W. Hannon 
Science Editor 
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Room6600 
30 RockefeUer Plaza 
New York 20, N.Y. 

Harch 9, 1951 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

Mr. Gardner thought that you might 
wish to have a few copies of this release so 
that you would be able to hand them out to 
anyone wishing specific information. 

In case you should receive this 
tomorrow, however , please be sure to observe 
the release date, which is Monday, Harch 12. 

~incerelv yours 

~~d~ 
J net . 'olleson 
Secretary to L.L. Strauss 

Enc. 
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From: Rcom 5600 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 20, New York 

Telephone: Circle 7-3700, Ext. 89 

FOR RELE.ASE IN 1-IORNING PAPERS, i10NDAY, 1-i.'>RCH 12, 1951 

The first Albert Einstein hward for achievement in the natural 

sciences has been won by Professor Julian Schwinger of Harvard 

University, a mathematical physici~t, and Professor Kurt Godel, 

member of the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey, a 

mathematical logician. 

The awards were made by a committee and announced today by 

Lewis L. Strauss, President of the Board of TruEtees of the Institute 

for Advanced Study. 1·1r. Strauss established the award in memory of 

his parents, the late Lewis and Rosa Strauss, of Richmond, Vir&inia, 

who were interested in advancing t~e natural sciences. 

Formal presentation of the award will ~ke place at Princeton 

on Wednesday, March 14, on the occasion of Dr. 1in~tein 1 s seventy-second 

birthday. Dr. ~instein and other noted scientists will be present. 

The winners will divide the f 15, uuJ prize and will receive a 

medal which has been designed by Gilroy P~bertE, Philadelphia, sculptor 

and engraver, who has done much medallic work for the United States mint. 

The award comrei. ttee consisted of Dr. Einstein, ·Dr. Robert 

Oppenheimer, director of the Institute for Advanced Study; 

Dr. John von Neumann and Dr. Hermann Weyl, both of the Institute for 

Advanced Study. 

The committee said it has been "persuaded of the superlative 

qualifications" of Professor Schwinger E...nd Professor Godel and, under 
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the circumstances, concluded the first Albert Einstein kHard should 

be made to both canaidates. 

Professor bchwinger has done outstandin~ work in t he field 

of atomic physics. 

His ~ost recent, and rated by many as his greetest, work bas 

given science new understanding of the problem of interaction of light 

and matter and the properties of electrons and light . His 

calculations on the influence of self-energy on the hycirogen fine­

structure and on the magnetic moment of the electron generally are 

regarded as a major advance in the understanding of quantum electro­

dynamics. 

He developed new ~ethods for the t reatment of electro-magnetic waves. 

This formed the basis for much of the practical work with micro waves 

and had great ci'Til anci military significance. He originated new 

m&thematicel tools for the analy&is of collisions , on which scientists 

depend heavily for understanding relations between elementary particles. 

During World War II, at the radiation laboratory of the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Dr. 5chwinger developeJ new 

methods for the treatment of electro- magnetic wave~ . These methods 

furnished the basis for the investigations by a substantial part of 

the laboratory's theoretical group. 

Early in his career he contributed many important suggestions 

about the structure of atomic nuclei and about many decisive 

experimental studies of nuclear interaction. 

Dr. Godel's work in m~thematical lot ic is regarded as one of the 
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greatest contributions to the sciences in recent times. He was able 

to prove the existence in a properly codified mathematical system 

of propositions inherently "undecidable." 

Following a broad study of the logic of provable and disprovable 

propositions, he made further notable contributions to science by 

proving that two of the axioms generally used by mathematicians, 

although frequently .:loubtsd , namely the 11 UX:.on of: choice 11 and the 

"cantor continuum hypoth~sis 11 , are consi&t~nt with the other axioms 

of set theory if these axio~s are consistent. 

He has gone deeply into the history of logical and scientific 

ideas. Although he has not published much on the subject, he is an 

authority on Leibniz. It was part of Leibniz 1 program for science to 

work out a symbolic logic of the sort which is now being developed 

and of which Dr. Godel is a leading prota5o~st. 

Dr. Schwinger was born in New Y~rk City, February 12, 1918 and 

received his AB and PhD at Colt:Libia University. He has been a 

National Research Fellow at the University of California, instructor 

in physics at Purdue University and has lectured at the University of 

Michigan. He has been at Harvard since 1945 and Professor of Physics 

since 1947. 

Dr. Godel was born in Brunn, Czechoslovakia, April 28, 1906. He 

received his PhD in 19.30 at the University of Vienna and taught at the 

University of Vienna from 19.3.3 to 19.38, when he came to the United States. 

In this country, he has been connected with the Institute for Advanced 

Study, of which he has been a permanent member since 1946. He has 

taken out his first naturalization papers. 
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Remarks by Dr. John von Neumann, of the Institute for Adv__;n_':_ed Study, at 
the presentation of the first Albert Einstein Awar~,at r~in~?tc~~ 
1'1arch 14, 1951, to Dr. Kurt Godel, me1.ber of the Institute for J-.avanced 
Study. 

Kurt Godel's &chievement in modern logic is singular and monumental 
indeed it is more than a monument, it is a land mark which will remain 
visible far in space and time. Hhether anything comparable to it has 
occured in the logic of modern times may be debated . In any case, the 
conceivable proxima are very, very few. The subject of lobic has certainly 
completely changed its nature and possibilities with Godel's achieve ent. 

Godel 1s name is associated with many important achievements in detail, 
and with two absolutely decisive ones. The occasion is such that I think 
I should only talk about the two l atter. 

The nature of the first one is easy to indicate, although its exact 
technical character and execution escape an adequate characterization 
without the specialized and rather intricate techniques of formal logic. 

Godel was the first man to demonstrate that certain ~athematical 
theorems can neither be proved nor disproved with the accepted, rigorous 
methods of mathematics. In other word&, he demonstrated the existence 
of undecidable mathematical propositions. He proved furthermore that a 
very important specific proposition belonged to this class of undecidable 
problems: The question, as to whether matheffiatics is free of inner 
contradictions. The result is remarkable in its quasi-paradoxical 
"self-denial": It will never be possi ble to acquire with mathematical means 
the certainty that mathematics does not contain contradictions. It must 
be emphasized that the important point is, thst this is not a philosophical 
principle or a plausible intellec~ual attitude, but the result of a 
ri;~orous mathematical proof of an extremely sophisticated kind . 

The formulation that I gave above has coarsened the result and 
obliterated some of the fine points of its rigorous formulation, but if one 
i~ to state the theorem without h~ving recourse to the difficult technical 
l anguage of formal lobic this is, I think, the best atlproximation that one 
can achieve. 

Godel actually proved this theorem, not with respect to mathematics 
only, but for all systems which permit a formalization, that is a rigorous 
ana exhautsive description, in terms of modern logic: For no such system 
can its freedom from inner contradictions be demonstrated witn the means 
of the system itself. 

Godel 1 s second decisive res~t can only be stated in the terminology 
of formal logic and of an important but rather ab&truse modern mathematical 
discipline: Set theory. Two surmised theorems of set theory, or rather two 
principles, the so-called "Principle of Chotce" and the so- called "Continuum 
Hypothesis" resisted for about 50 years all attempts of demonstration. 
Godel proved that neither of the two Cbn be disproved with mathematic~l 
means. For one of them we know, t hct it can not be proved either, for the 
other the same seems likely, although it does not seem likely that a lesser 
man than Godel will be able to prove this. 
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I will not attempt a detb. ilec.. evaluation of these achiev~ments , I 
will limit myself to repeat: In the l"istory of lof,ic, they are entirely 
singular. Ilo inaemonstrabi~ity within mathematics proper had ever been 
riLorously established before Godel . The subject of lo~ic will never 
again be the same. 

li I; # 
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Table 1 - Mr. Strauss 
Mr. Schwinger 
Dr. Oppenheimer 
Dr. Rabi 
Dr. DuBri dge 
Mr. Leidesdorf 
Dr. von Neumann 
ldr. Maass 
Dr. GOdel 
Prof. Ei.nstai. n 

Table 3 - Mrs. Rabi 
.,.er WH ... 
Mrs. Weyl 
Prof . Weyl 
Dr. Pais 
¥rs Op~a8Aeime» 
Dr. Smyth 
Mrs. Smyth 

Table 5 - lti.ss Dukas 
Prof . Courant 
Vrs . Russell 
Prof. Lei'schetz 
Mrs. Lefschetz 
.Mrs. Thompson 
Prof. Thompson 
Mrs. Courant 

Table 7 - Dean Taylor 
Mrs . Taylor 
Dr. Yukawa 
Mrs. lp:kawa 
Mrs. Chern iss 
Dr. Cherniss 
Mrs. Hamil ton 
Dr. Hamil ton 

Table 9 - Prof. Montgomery 
Mrs. Montgomery 
Prof • lfo rs e 
Mrs. Morse 
Prof. Selberg 
Mrs. Selberg 
Prof. White 
Mrs. White 

Tables of 8 

••••• 

.... 

Table 2 - Mrs. Strauss 
llr. Teller 
Prof. Veblen 
Mrs. Veblen 
Mrs. llaass 
Mrs. GOdel 
Dr. Bathe 
Mrs. Schwinger 

Table u - Miss Goldman 
Mrs. Aydelotte 
Dr. Aydelotte 
Mrs . Wigner 
.Mrs. von Neumann 
Yrs. Church 
Prof. Church 

Table 6 - Miss Einstein 
Mr. Lawrence 
Mrs • Lawrence 
Dr. Waterman 
Mrs. Waterman 
Dr. Warren Weaver 
llrs. Warren Weaver 

Table 8 - Prof. Lowe 
ldrs. Lowe 
Prof. Meritt 
Mrs. Meritt 
Prof. Morgenstern 
Mrs . Morgenstern 
Prof. Panofsky 
Mrs. Panofsky 

Table 10 - Press 
Local (Das t.,S) 

l&£t;,(u·ll ~M ~L 
I tl ~ l (I~.(' 'k"'f.,...,/ r'...: • "" , . 
4t ~w£ 1~ ,. 1/a~ 

( (j..,t I L(tl.~ 4 r:' J A ~ 
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From: Room 5600 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 2J, iew York 

Telephone: Circle 7-3700, ~. 89 

FOn :tELE:ABE IN MOKNING PAP~ . MONDAY , MARCH 5 , 1951 

The first Albert ~instein Award for achievement in the 

natural sciences has been won by Protessor Julian Schwinger 

of Harvard University, a mathematical physicist, and 

Protessor Kurt Gaael , member of the Institute for Aavanced 

Study, Princeton, New Jersey, a mathematical logician. 

'l'he 11Wards were made by a committee and announced today 

by Lewis L. otr auss, president of the Board of Trustees of the 

Institute for Advanced Study. Mr. Strauss established the 

award in memory of his parents, the late Lewis and Rosa Strauss , 

of Richmond, Virginia, who were interested in advancing the 

natural sciences. 

Formal presentation of the award will take place at 

Princeton on ~~reb 14 on the occasion of Dr. Einstein' s seventy-

second birthday. Dr. Einstein and other noted scientists will 

be present. 

The winners will divide the $1? 7000 prize and w~ll receive 

a medal which has been designed by Gilroy Roberts , Philadelphia, 

sculptor ana engraver, who has done much medallic vork for the 

United States Mint. 

The award comcittee consisted of Dr. Einstein, Dr. Robert 

Oppenheimer,3'irector of the Institute for Adva~ced Study; 
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Dr . John von Neumann ana Dr. Hermann Weyl, both ol the Institute 

for Advanced Study. 

The committee said it had been "persuaded of the superlat1.ve 

qualifications" of Professor Schwinger ana Professor <.soc.el a.,d , 

under the c i rcumstances , concluded t he first Albert Linsteln Award 

should be made to both candidates. 

During ~orld War II, Professor Schwinger co~ducted research 

at the Massachusetts In6titute of Technology radiation laboratory 

and devised new methoas of treating propagation problems connected 

with wave guides . 'I'hese methods furnished the basis for the 

investigation of a substantial part of the laboratory's theoretical 

group. He also was engaged in wartime research at the l.fetallurgical 

Laboratory at Chicabo• 

More recently , he made calculations of the influence of self-

energy on the hydrogen fine-structure ana on the magnetic moment 

of the electron which are generally regarded as a major advance in 

the unaerstandi.ng of quantum electro-aynamics. 

His early research was chiefly on the magnetic scattering of 

neutrons , and the scattering of neutrons by ortho and parahydrogen. 

Later he investigated neutron-proton interaction in relation to the 

quaaruple moment of the deuteron ana the tensor theory of nuclear 

forces . ~ ~-~ ' 
.. ct.. 0 • .:d..w- • ~ ..,.\..'.l Uo& ~ ""' 

He bes ~itiAD a number of papers ~ scientifi c publications . 

Dr. u;del ' s first great contribution to the sciences was in the 

f ormulation of matbenatical proposi~ions . He was able to orove the 
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existence in a properlr codified mathematical eystem of propositions 

inherently "undecidable ." 

Following a broad study of the logic o_· provable and disprove.ble 

prot>Qsi tions, he oa.de his most notable achievem.ent several years ago 

by proving that two of the axioms generally used by mhthematicians, 

altnough frequently doubted, n&m.ely the "mom of choice" and the 

•eantor continuum hypothesis", are consistent with the other axioms 

of set theory i1 these axioms are consistent. 

ideas . Al tho~h he has not 

authority on Leibniz. 

is an 

program for science to 

sort wnich is now bein developed and 

Dr. Schwinger was born in New York ~ity , February 12, 1918 and 

received his AB and PhD at Columbia University. He has been a. National 

Research Fellow at the University of California, instructor in physics 

at Purdue Univers1ty and has lectured at the University of .lichigan. 

He has been at Harvard since 1945 and Professor of Physics since 1947. 

Dr. uoctel was born in Brunn, Czechoslovakia, April 28, 1906. He 

received his PhD in 1930 at the University of Vienna and taue,Lt at the 

University of Vienna from 19J3 to 193b, when he came to tne nited States. 

In this country, he has been connected with the Institute for Advanced 

Stuay, of which he has been a permanent member since 1946. He has ta·en 

out his first naturalization papers. 

He has wr1tten extensively n mathematical topics anct published 

many papers in ~uropean scienti ic journals and in proceedings of 

scientific bodies and journa.Ls n thlS country. 
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Room5600 
30 Rookefe Ue r Plaza 

New York 20, N.Y. 

February 28, 1951 

Dr o J . Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, Nel·T Jersey 

Dear Robert: 

Please be so good as to read the 
attached release 'Which has been prepared in the 
Public Relations office here and have Mrs. 
Russell call Mr. Fred Gardner at Circle 7-37 00 
to correct bloomers or to say that it is in 
order. 

I aJTl leaving tonight for Washington 
and will not be back until Friday and l>rould like 
to have this ready for the newspapers Friday. 

Faithfully yours 

U.S:JM 

Enc . 
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WES ~ ' ~ CLAss OF SERVlCE ' 1220 SYMBOLS 
-

Dl•O.r Lcnno This is a full-r.ate TERN 
Telegram or Cable-

UNI 0 N 
NL-NI&ht Lcnc.,. 

~m unlcu its de· 
LC- o.r • .....tc.blc rred character is in· 

dicated by a suitable 
NL T•C.ble Niche Un<r aymbol above o r pre· 

~ceding the address. 
W P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT Ship Radlotrram / 

The fliin~tlime .~M~ '" •ho .loto fino nn IPII!VMlJD!I and dav icu.ero is ST ANDARD TilliE Ill poinl of OTJI:Ul· Time of rccc•r is STANDARD TI ME Dt polnl of dcstinauon 

PA008 BA025 
B. UDA20- 526NL PD =UD NEWYORK NY 27=. 
PROFESSOR ~ND MR S ROBERT OPPENHEI MER 

8LDEN LANE PRINCETON NJER =. 

7 25 

DR . EINSTEIN ' S SEVENTYSECOND BI RTHDAY ON MAR CH FOURTEENTH 
WILL BE THE OCCAS IO N OF THE FIRST PRESENTAT IO N OF THE ALBERT 
EINSTEIN AWAR D. THE COMM ITTE E ON AWARD HAS NOMINATED DR . ~ 

JULIAN SCH WINGER AND DR . KURT GODE L TO RECEIVE THE PRIZES . 
I T WOULD GIVE ME A GREAT DEAL OF PLEASURE IF YOU WOULD BE 
MY GUESTS AT LU NCH ON MAR CH FOURTEENTH AT TWELVETHIRTY AT 

THE PRINCETON INN , PRINCETON , NEW JERSEY WHEN THE 

PRESENTATIONS WILL BE MADE BY DR . EINSTEIN . KI NDLY REPLY· 
TO MRS . VERA B. GOEL LE R, ROOM F I FTYS I XHUNDRED , 30 ROCKEFELLER 
PLAZA , NEW YORK 20 , NEW YOR f< = 

LE WIS L STRAUSS= • • f 

TBll CO~P.Ali.J' WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS FATR ONS CONCJ:RNlNO ITS SERVICJ: 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Jlarch 1, 1951 

Dear Mr. Strauss : 

Enclosed is the best photograph 
of Lr . GOdel that .e cou1d find. T hope it 
is aati!lfactor,.. 

Kr. Lewis L. Strauss 
Room 56oo 
30 Rocketeller Plasa 
New York, N. Y. 

Sincerely yours, 

Katherine Russell, 
Secretary to the Director 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

February 28, 19$1 

Dear T• Strauss: 

I am sending you herawi th Dr. 
OppGDhaimer's ro~ks on Professor Julian 
Schwinger. 

As soon as I have been able to 
locate a pic-ture of Dr. a<xiel, I will send 
it along at once. I think I will r.a.ve it 
early tomorrow morning. 

~r. Lewis L. Strauss 
Room 5600 
.30 J-·ocYefellcr Plaza 
New !ork, N. T. 

Sincerely yours, 

~atherine Russell, 
Secretary to the Dirac 
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Mrs . Russell 

Room5600 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 20, N.Y. 

February 23, 1951 

Secretary to Dr. J . R. Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Mrs. Russell: 

With reference to the material which is 
being prepared here in connection with the presentation 
of the prizes to GOdel and Schwinger, it will be desir­
able to have photographs of the medalists for the 
initial announcement. 

I understand Dr. Godel is in the bospi tal 
and so it occurred to me you might be so kind as to 
obtain a photograph from Mrs . GOdel and send it to 
me here. I will write to Dr. Schwinger directly. 

Sincerely yours 

Lewis L. strauss 

LLS:JM 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

I have gotten the follovnng informal information 
in my talk with ~·rs . Goeller, Nelson Rockefeller 1 s 
secretary. 

Strauss has included Faculty in Historical Studies, 
and asked if there were any others he was missing . 
I mentioned Professors Emeriti, but leaving that 
entirely up to Strauss. I have sent a staff and 
members list to l~s . Goeller . She plans to come 
down to Frinceton in the near future to visit the 
Inn on arrangements and our office . The menu stands 
pretty much the same as ~nss Little suggested, with 
special diet provided for Frofessor Einstein . 
Strauss prefers to start with a thin soup and thinks 
lamb chops okay. He has sug~ested ice cream for 
dessert, and I asked Mrs . Goeller to make the cheese 
tray available . A night letter is going out by 
iVednesday night the latest in the form of an invitation, 
including wives . 
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February 26, 1951 

Dear Mrs. Goeller t 

Enclosed is a copy of our staff and members liat1 which 
I hope \'!'ill be of help to you. 

I hav' checked with Princeton University, and can tell 
you that Hamil ton, Taylor and Lefschetz ~ married and t heir wives 
are in Princeton. Cur Professor Weyl's .:Lfo is also still in Princeton. 

IToma a:ldrasses: Donald R. }Tamil ton, Snowden Lane, Princeton. Jl ~ J . 
Doa.."l H. S. '~'aylor, yman House, Princeton, N. J. 
S. Lafschetz, 129 Broadmaid, Princeton, N. J . 

Wo will look forward to your visit, and to whatever help 
110 can g~ ve you. 

Mrs . Frank Goeller 
Room 5600 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York , ~1 . Y. 

Sincerely yours 1 

Katherine Russell , 
Secretary to the Director 

• 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

February 23, 1951 

Doar Vr. Strauss: 

Dr. Oppenheimer has asked na to send 
you the enclosed iniormation on Professors 
Scbvingar and GOdel. Professor Veblen has 
today sont you a note that he has writ t en 
about Professor GOdel. 

lfr. Lewis L. Strauss 
Room 5600 
JO Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, ~ . Y. 

Sincerely yours, 

Katherine Russell, 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 10 / Einstein, Albert -- 1951 Einstein Prize Award 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



30 Rockefe ller Plaza 
Ne w York 20, N.Y. 

ROOK tS600 

Dr . J . Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Robert: 

February 7, 1951 

I had rather hoped that the first award might be to Dr. 
Einstein himself--for which there are distinguished precedents-- but 
I have no doubt that the decision of the Committee on the Award is a 
sound one and that Dr. Schwinger should be the first recipient . 

March 14, I believe, is Dr. Einstein's birthday, which 
would be an appropriate occasion for presenting the award but I 
suppose there is no particular reason for attaching it to any set 
date . Where do you suggest that the presentation be made--in Princeton, 
New York, Washington, or Philadelphia? I mention the last as it might 
be arranged to have it take place in the premises of the American 
Philosophical Society, wrich is an honored milieu for such events . 
Of course, Princeton and New York, in that order, would probably be 
more convenient for Dr. Einstein, and I would certainly hope be would 
attend. 

Should it be a luncheon or a dinner? How many should be 
asked to attend and who? These are all questions I should like to 
discuss with you. We have a scheduled meeting of the Executive Com­
mittee of the Institute on the twentieth but I think that is too far 
off to postpone consideration if the presentation is to be made in 
March. ~~ .> ~ C:., te ,...c<'JI 4~ '1._ - ctu. ~ ~ 
'1~ ~J ···~ ct...;.. 

Is the selection of Dr. Schwinger sufficiently definite 
so I can have the engravers proceed with the reverse of the medal? I 
assume you have taken the necessary steps to ascertain that Dr. Schwinger 
is willing to accept the award and will assist us in honoring Dr. Ein­
stein in the manner in which we conclude to present it. 

Faithfully yours 

Lewis L. Strauss 
LLS :JM 
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called in and quest"ons asked of Strauss' 
cretary. I id no talk to him since · t wa 

nconvenient to d · stur.b him. Miss olleson t 1 · 
that he is leaving tonight for 1ashinpton . 

On the list, the only Scheffer or like name liste 
at arvard ·s H. ' · Sheffer in Philosophy. Is 
this the right man? 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Invitation List 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

President James B. Conant, Harvard University 
Professor Otto Oldenberg, Harvard University 
President Harold W. Dcxids, Princeton University 
Dean Hugh S. Taylor, Graduate College , Princeton University 
Professor D. R. Hamilton, Princeton University 
Professor E. P. Wigner, Princeton University 
Professor I . I . Rabi, Columbia University 
Professor Hermann Weyl,Institute for Advanced Study 
Professor Albert Einstein, Institute for Advanced Study 
Professor John von Neumann, Institute for Advan~d Study 
Professor Marston Morse , Institute for Advanced Study 
Professor Carl L. Siegel, Institute for Advanced Study 
President Lee A. DuBridge, California Institute of Technology 
President Detlev ·v. Bronk, Johns Hopkins University 
Professor Henry D. Smyth, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Director Robert Oppenheimer, Institute for Advanced Study 
Professor Oswald Veblen, Institute for !dvanced Study 
Professor Percy Bridgman, Harvard University 
Professor Hideki Yukawa, Columbia University 
Professor Alonzo Church, Princeton University 
ProfessorS . Lefschetz, Princeton University 
Professor Willard Quine, Harvard University 
Professor H. M. Sheffer, Harvard University 
Professor Abraham Pais, Institute for Advanced Study 
Professor Atle Selberg, Institute for Advanced Study 
Professor Deane Montgomery, Institute for Advanced Study 
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4obl'i 

Copy to Protoosor Einstein 
Prof. von 'oumann 
Professor ayl 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRJNCETON1 NEW JERSEY 

ltiss Little of the Inn has suggested the following 
menu for the lunch 

Tomato juice cocktail 
or fresh fruit compote 

Thin soup 
Lamb Chops 

with Julienne potatoes 
Green vegetable 

Tossed salad 
Dessert : Ice cream parfait and 

they ~all pass the cheese tray 
Coffee 
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Copy to Prot . Einstein 
Pro! . von. l eumann 
Pror • . oyln _ 
~ 

1~17 

tnlsr 

a you know, the . culty or tho . c.'lool or ~ 
tteo to eanaidor tho ritD or c:Widato for t n toin 

-............ . 11'1 a ea:::dtteo t • ra ont co~ oiots o! not i.n bimolf, Jc m 
8)Pl, John voo oumann and tho iroctor. 

s jOU • , c l or hQS brilliant c 
branChos 0: t.~eo tjcal p~icsa in nuclear )'8' cs, in aicrawavo probl , 
in tb theor:r or oono, and ro rocontly 1n oroat1 a conaiat.cmt and at 
lcwat v f7 1 ly corroot t1 • ntuo eloct.rod)'l'liiDios on tho basic ot tho 
found tiona tel llWly ~aro o. tho t1no co ,, re that 
will bo able to t e a aat1ataotor,. citation or t v r lO!lgth uC~H.w:ou 
~u a riat.G. '"ehw1 r•a wor • io univ rsally r cogn1a ;;hyuicio • 
t e not. t ld.nd that t.traot.a tho o apore !X! tbo ladioo• oluba; but 

ror intoll ctual distinction, ... or t.Asto, rd :or hicmJCent, 1t ra o an 
+. '"c.~1 r s t e }'Otlngost. pro1·esDor ovor to bo na at Janard i he 

ie a ::bar ot tho ,at1. eadoay ot cionooo J ::u-d if thoro 1o ~;tbillfJ 
to b oaid acai.rmt hi , it could 7 bo that h 11 to ol lato. 0 
io m::arr1od no ehildr n. ho UYat e • t! da he w·n 
o aD a ooor to t. •n::Jtituto . 

ob rt Op en.lwioor 
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nm~.andtu:J to Protea:Jor nate1n 
Professor von oumann 
ro!'eaaor oyl 

Januaey 22, 1951 

Early in this yaar we discussed possible ~idates !or 
tho nard o~ the Einstein riae. Fror.1 the subsoquent d1aousaion, I 
gathor that 'Schwineer•o work ude a ood it~prosoion . •ay I now ask 

hich or tho followin courses you roco .end : 

(1) Tl'ult wo nominate Schwinger for the Fr1ae; 

(2) 'j'hat we nor.U.nato so::ro othor ca.'ldidate or candidates 
for tho Friae; 

(J} 'Mlat wv advioo that thaN is no ouitable candidate 
for the Prise . 

e can oaoily hold a eti11r if we are not 1n a leta 
ream ant on tho cooroo to follow . 

Robert Op~onhaimar 
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October ll, 1950 

... 

Dear Lewis : 

Thank you for your good noto of Soptec.bor 28th. I am 
both grateful and happy that it has gona so well with tho Einstein 
medal . You may remember that hen we first discussed this , the 
Faculty of the School of ~thomatics designated a c~tteo--Einstein, 
Opr enheino.r, von Neumann, Weyl-to consider candidates for tho ard . 
I think this is a rood cOIIIIl'ittee; and if it seams reasonable to you, 
as it does to me, I shall convene it in early November t o begin our 
deliberations. I like your idea of making the fir st CIIfard next :r/.arch; 
and if we have a candidat e who io in all respects worthy, we will 
come up with a name woll in advance. 

Ur . Lem.., L. St rauss 
Room 5600 
30 Rockefeller Flaza 
New York 20, N. Y. 

... 
Cordially' 
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Room5600 
30 Rockefe ller Plaza 
New York 20, N.Y. 

28 September 1950 

Dear Robert: 

The sculptor, engraver, and die 
makers have completed the Einstein Medal, 
and it is a dignified and artistic object. 
I am assuming that the first award, 
together with ~15,000, will be made on 
Dr. Einstein's birthday next March. My 
understanding is that the faculty of the 
Institute will constitute a Board of Award 
and that you will inform me in due course 
of its recommendation in order that the 
name to be placed upon the Medal may be 
turned over to the die makers, etc. 

Faithfully yours, 

Lewis L. Strauss 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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TiiE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, N.EW JERSEY 

On the occasion of the Seventieth Birthday 
of Albert Einstein, the trustees of the 
Lewis and Rosa Strauss Memorial Fund have 
established The Einstein Award to be 
administered by the Institute f or Advanced 
Study, it was announced today by the Director. 
It is contemplated that a prize of $15,000 
will be awarded every three years to a scientist 
who has made an outstanding contribution to 
knowledge in the mathematical and physical 
sciences. 

Released to the Press 
Monday, March 14, 1949 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 10 / Einstein, Albert -- 1951 Einstein Prize Award 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

IN R EPLY R EFER TO: 
WASHINGTON 25, D . C . 

ll March 1949 

Dear Robert: 

I am leav~ here tomorrow for a vacation 
which I must take now or not at all. Accordingly, 
I will not be in Princeton, as I bad hoped, on the 
occasion of the celebration of Dr. Einstein's seventieth 
birthday. If you wish to make any announcement con­
cerning the award, I shall be perfectly content to 
have you do it. My present feeling is that a five-year 
interval between the awards is too long, and I 8Jil 

leaning to a biennial or triennial award which, in 
the first case, would be $10,000 and in the second, 
$15,000. 

It is my tho~ht that you might issue a 
statement somewhat to the effect that 

11 Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, Director of 
the Institute for Advanced Study, announced 
today on the occasion of the seventieth 
birthday of Dr. Albert Einstein that the 
trustees of the Lewis and Rosa Strauss 
Memorial J'und were establishipg the Albert 
Einstein Award. A medal. 8Jld an award of r"Lf ~ t.fl \ 
$ I ;I; L J will b;-9-warded (biemib0.1.y) ' 
(triennially) to the scientist who, in the 
judgement of a committee of the faculties 
of Physics and Mathematics at the Institute 
for Advanced study, has made t£.e outstanding 
contribution to knowledge during the period. n ) 1 • 

7 f f T I " \-ot L ~ 

J'ai thfully yours, 

Lewis L. Strauss 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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