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1930-19S0

, GWN Blo ra lcal

CHELS R, MARIE

Miss Gwen Blake, 120 Pro peot Place, South Orange,
ew Jer e'1, eoretary in the School of Mathematics, was the

only senlor to Marle Elohelser when lchelser retired fro
I. A. S. (Secretary to Direotor and As !stant ",eoretar,- to
Bo d ot Tru tees) Minutes 4/18/44, p. 10. (Over 10 years'
service tor both).
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1933

,;'BLEICK Biographioal

3/24

F1nanoe

Academic Personnel

OEtmUL

FatJIOlf

VeblAln to lluner (!fE( I

"I think I agree with 70u 0 plAltelyin your attit with re&Vd to rioan
.........l'lIu. foreign appoin ente. The oonai<t.raUons whioh you adduce 8e_ to be
cleoidT8. ilio I appreUate ,our desire to be .. oautiou. in view of the resent
econClll1o a1tuation.

"I have been expreaaing interest in Dirac in spite ot the Tel''' 11 chance
that he oould be IJIC)V db oause he is a) 70unlh b) extrelll8~ able, and 0) intere.ted in
quest101lll which are 0 lose to those being 8tudied b., lI:1natein, 'f'On Ne1lll&lU1 d yaelt.
I~ think that the IIIOst we oould hope to do would. b. to t hJllI here tor a .inl1Al
term once in a whUe.

dI unt10n Wiener largely beoause ot a desire to be tail'. He se.me to be DOlI

the .t deHrv1ng American who is &TailablAl and hi would brin into our group &11 .1AIllIent
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which "e lAok (the sort of analYlli8 01 which H&r<I;y is an uponent).

wShould 1flI vait with turth8r junior ap intments lUltU th additional 5
has b••n aotuallr appropriated? I haTe about co to the conolusion that Mr. Bl.iok
s auld be n a .1000. sohol.a.rahip or fellowship. He v1ll l' oeive the Ph.D. in
C ldatr;r tM. ,.air and want. to oontinll8 in .ath tioal phyaics. ~ ers d no
poi t his taking a Ph.D. over a • Thel'llfo ,as he 100 like an l\ 'An, I
think he would be an appropriate student lor the Inetitute and just about at a
poin in hi dirnlo ent to malee usa of the opportunities."

File IV-21

,.
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1933

vW:ICK

GRANT-IN-AID

File rv-21

Biography

Finance

See PARTICIPATION IN AIl4INISTRATION - Academic Personnel
Letter from Flexner to Veblen
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1933

AlLEICK

I'ffiANT-IN-AID

WILDElt

BERNAlS

File IV-21

Biographical

Finance

Biogrlp hical

See PARTICIPATION IN AIIUNISTRATION - Acad8lllic PersolUlel
Letter fran Veblen to Fl.exner ano. Fle xner I s reply

4/6
4/7
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1935

OE ·RAL (PURPOS )

DEG

F XlfER.

VEB ':N. O.

TAUB,

GiveJUl, W.

RIDENOUR

YBLEICK, W.

HIRSCHFEIDER. DR. J. L.

praNCETON UNIVERSITY

Veblen to Flexner

12/27

Corpor tion

Academic Procedure

Biographical

RelatioJUI ....0 I
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Itr appreciate 3'our remark about the part-tae arrangement,
although my xperience does not agree with that which you cite,

I hope that you will fi e ace pti the decision in the 8

103'al spirit in w ioh it i. taken. Inee, I did not suggest t
meeti' of the ma.them tical group at whioh your letter of Decemoer 11
waa dl ouas. , but merely ciroulated your letter r or t h ini'ormation
of my colle ues."

IV-20
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DIRECTOR
J Ii IN
B ILDINGS AND GROUNDS

.' T .r . l'l'AL LIBRARY
PAHTIOIl'ATI N I ADMI STRATI0

I ~TrTUT._ '-l.STORY
PRInCE olf U lIVB Y
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.... l:lL eTO
S

VEBffiN
HARDI
VO NE IMI
ALEXA JD
DODI
l-IOREY

YDELOTTE
WAHLE
STEWART

10/24

Administration
uc t·o 1 In titut10na

aollitl 8

Aca erole ersonnel
Inetl tute toJ;y"
.el tiona WOAI

,,10 10. leal

Interview wlth Abr l'l lexner. Ootober 24. 1$ 6.
Fil d in Vertical File under Fl r Intervlew •

Internew 1th Plexner, 10/24/56
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1933-1941

BOHR,

BOHR, NJ L

iographioal

Both were extremely aotive in aasiating soholars 0 fled
Oermany in gettin positiona elsewhere in the world 1933 on.
Thus Bar.l hr oarried on a Ion; oorrespon enoe with Flexner
In 1933 and with veblen alao about plaoin C urant. It ae me
ole from other filea that Veblen hu baok on this an t at
Flexner waa ea er to ke tne proviaion. It ia not olear that
Flexner waa reapo~lble for Courantls opportunity to 0 to

w York Univer ity.

A~a1n In 1938 a typ10al letter from Ni Is ohb to ~ Veblen:
"I am aorrJ not to ve wr1tten 70U for suoh a Ion t1me, but I

ve been very oooupied all this winter with th organ1zation
of the In tltute a with m7 own work and I ve also had to
give uoh t1me and thought 1n oonnaotion with the a d
developm nt in the world whioh ia ever brin~i more aoientists
in diffioultles." ~xltmCXI He agreed to oome to pr1noeton
in the apring of 1939 whioh he d1d.
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On Deoerob r 1, 1936, Vebl n informe Barol Bohr,
app r ntly officiallYf that tne r 8i nation of the lmerloan
editor. (Zentralblatt) was mailed ovember 22, 1938.

It wa H rold ~ohr who promoted the member hip of
eu ebauer at the Institute.

Ay elot e cabled ohr:
ound t on o~fer you vi itin

Inatitute for d anoed <tudy
&8,000 plu tl,OOO traveli

-Through generosity Rock
professorshIp for cne 1

efrective i ediately;
expenses. "

fell r
r

a ry

The oablegr m was telephoned by Prore8so~ Veblen to
1 norable Joseph E. Davie of th state nep~rt ent to be
tranamitted throu h tate Depart ent clannels. avie s id
they woul ke an effort to et it through the first tili in
the morni and report to ydelo tte on the reeul ta ot the e ftort.
This ove was initiated by th~ Instltut In a request to
Mr. ~08diok nd r. eaver. (Thie was two ays tt r he
invaa on ot enmark). Davie8 was u 1. to et the •• ge
thro h to Bohr, but h d r oeiv d wor oth rwi e that ohr
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p1ann d to remaln In Denmark for the tim b elng.

B1 October, 1943, It Ie ed apparent that Nlels Bohr had
escaped to ~weden. The Go ans oooup Ing enmark were b ginning
to arrest emite. Hl purp08 in remaining in D DID k to
protect these Gel' n refugees wa no 10 er servioeable.
The.l. t1tut then oved pro tly with Oourant anel the
Rockefeller Found tlon to a8 ure tranaportlon ot Harol a
Wiela and the fa l1its t t ls o~ ntry.

It seems a arent fro letter from W l' n and Weaver
Ootober 8, 1943 and Courant Ootober 6, 1943 In the fl1e that
Veblen anil Courant were v e eager to brl old In on
an invitation whlch It w s a reed woul go out to lela.

Strau lsoua e lels Bohr' oomi wlth V oever Bush
who thou~ht that if both men cam to the In titute. the
Institute would rin them very shortly bei bidden away
anyway. so the implioation wa no one need. to be too ooncerned
about guaranteein their expenaea.
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1etober 16, 1943, Vaneev r Bush til Aydelotte: "I have
heard direotly that Niels ohr who is no~n' la is to
beoome connected in lome way with the matter, whioh I do not
yet quite unde~stand, but whioh will prevent him from
aoco ti~ an invitation from the Institute for dvanoed
wtudy. I gathered that he might vi it thi oountry, however,
in this oth r oon~eotion. Undoubtedly ohr, himself, will
write you, but 1 thought you .i~ht 0 r to h ve this early
wo d th t e probably will not coopt. I h ard also, however,
tbat hi ramily had escape to weden whioh is good news. 1I

Ootob r 21, 1943, V n erer Bush to ourant. It is true
that Oapt in strauss is wl111n to underwrite bringing Harold Bohr
to thil country. BUlh w I sure be oould be fitted into the
war effort at ome point. ot sure where because xk... men
are not citisens of this oountry, so ush arra ed with
~trau s it would be quite in order to brl ~ both the e en
over here 1 it worked out aoproprl tely fro other con Iderationa.
BUlh say he aleo learned of the move by the ocketeller
ound tion and by the lnatitute tor AdvalXled • tud,.: aleo
nderstands M. I. T. i. rnaki some sort of ove alo th ame

Iln s. Bush oonoludes the m n will be taken oare ot•

.'., .

, ,
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Bush 8ays he dldn't know Aydelott~ d gono to land.
t. t 'tcbard Tol an ls there ior matters ot interest to

th atlon 1 Defense R search Co Ittee. and that Tolman had
planned to get In touoh wlth Bohr "primarily fro a ersonal
It ndp Int bee se ot Is int r t n Bohr's future.

Rarol
Rooke e 1
lioe skol •

Bohl stayed In Swe en supported In part by the
Okn tion ae Re e reh prore sor at tookhol '.

Deoemb r 0, 1943. y elot e infor ed Han on or the
ocker 11 r Found tion t t ohr WQ co 1 to st.,. with hiJa

for a few C! 8. H thln! Bohr will 8 tho Ins tit ute
oaiti n whl h 1 for 11 off re on 1808mb 2, 1943.
n ebr ry 22, 1944. ohr wrItes tt n In y~elott or his

kin n s to him d hls son b for \jhr1stmaa and sa IDg t t he
Is ot j1et able to 8 y whether he can accopt the lnstitut 's
in~it tion; his ~ctlon depencs on varl u rr e nts not
yet settled. Is stayi at. the Vanish Legation in ashl ton.

D, Rarol and lel hr 11ea
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