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Homer A . Tho m pson 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicolaus Knauer 
The Quadrangle 
3300 Darby Road 
Haverford, P A 19041 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Knauer, 

August 13, 1996 

As you probably know, Homer Thompson will turn 90 on September 7. To 
celebrate, some old friends and colleagues will gather for lunch at the 
Meadowlakes Retirement Community on Saturday, September~ at 12:30 pm. 
hope you'll be able to come, ;60. If so, please let me know, and I will send you 
directions for getting there. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

fJ:-7, A_ -ch~ 
Dr~~ea deG. Vande 
U. S. Director 
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 
Homer A. Thompson 
Professor Emeritus 

Olden Lane 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Telephone (609) 734-8304 
Telefax (609) 924-8399 
Telex 229 734 IASUR 

June 28, 1991 

Dr. Kezia Knauer 
River Park house, 
3600 Conshohocken 
Philadelphia PA 

Dear Kezia: 

Apt. 1505 
Avenue 
19131 

I have greatly enj oyed your elegant piece of 
"Quellenforschung". As far as I can control the evidence I find 
your arguments convincing all along the line. You have given us a 
very illuminating case study of how such a neo-classical artist 
might work. 

It would be fun to compare Manship with Picasso, in 
respect of their reactions to ancient Greek art. The two must have 
fallen for the Classical at roughly the same time, - but with very 
different results. 

I find your analysis of the Academy's Herakles very 
helpful also in thinking about the origin of the basic eikon of the 
Mithras cult to which I must give some attention because of a few 
modest contributions made by the Agora excavations. I am more and 
more inclined to believe that the eikon, comprising tauroctony, 
torch bearers, Helios and Selene, and the cave setting, was 
conceived by some Greek artist born and brought up in Athens. The 
design was probably created in the Augustan period. Both the 
individual elements and the composition as a whole are redolent of 
the 5th/4th cents. B. C., and might well have been produced by 
someone who was completely at home among the monuments of Classical 
Athens and who might have been glad to produce an eikon to meet the 
needs of a mithraic community in Rome even though he himself was 
not an adherent of the cult. As we know from some of Cicero's 
letters such a scenario is quite conceivable. 
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11m sorry to learn of your heart condition. Two years 
ago after suf f ering similar symptoms for a good while, I acquired 
a pacemaker which has worked very well. But the ifresident seems to F 
have found some simpler remedy. In any case Dorothy joins in all 
good wishes for your health and for your travels. 

We shall look forward as always to postcards and eventually a 
full account in the fall. 

My very best to you and Niko 

Homer A. Thompson 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR AIJVANCED STUDY 

PRIN CETON, NEW J ERSEY 08540 

Dr Kezia Knauer 
Suite 1505 , River 
3600 Conshohocken 
Ph i ladelphia , Pa . 

Dear Kezia : 

Park House 
Avenue 

19131 

May 23 , 1983 

Please forg i ve the long de l ay i n my 
response ,-- I ' m j u st back from a cou ple of weeks 
in Europe and find your letter of the 4th on my 
desk . 

Of course I shall be very g lad to support 
any appl i cation yo u may make i n conn ect i on wi th 
your work on the Trip t olemos Painter . 

Dorothy i s just about back tlfnormal ,-­
fortunately s i nce she has now to g i ve a good 
deal of care to her sister whose strength is 
ebb i ng away . She jo i ns with me in wish i ng you 
and Ni co a very profitable and pleasant per i plus 
We shall l ook forward to one of your v i vid 
reports in the fall . 

Much love to you both . 

Homer A. Thompson 

( 
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3600 Conshohocke n 
Philadelphia , Pa . 

Dear Kezia : 

Park House 
Avenue 

19131 

May 23, 1983 

Please forgive the long delay in my 
response, -- I'm just back from a cou ple of weeks 
in Europe and find your letter of the 4th on my 
desk . 
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your work on the Triptolemos Painter . 
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We shall l ook forward to one of your v i vid 
reports in the fall. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Dr E. R. Knauer 
River Park House 

Telephone 609·734·8000 

3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19131 

Dear Kezia: 

February 16, 1981 

I am charmed, intrigued and richly informed by your piece 
on the Kilga o It is a marvellous essay on the spirit and motives 
of Islamic art. 

Ilm a little uneasy, however, about some of the practical 
aspects of your interpretation. If the clay jar containing the 
water was fitted neatly into the top of the kilga would not most 
of the water as it flowed down the surface of the jar have 
escaped over the rim of the kilga? I note that in Diego Riverats 
apparatus (Fig. 63) the wall of the container was unobstructed. 
I note too that in the Rivera household the water was received 
in a pitcher which could be removed without the necessity of 
dipping. The basin that opens in front of the kilga does not. 
in fact~ seem to me well suited to dipping. At that low level 
it would also have left the cooled and purified water vulnerable 
to children and household pets. 

But you have undoubtedly considered all such mundane details 
and will be able to put my mind to rest. In any case I must admit 
that I can propose no more plausible use for these elegant objects. 

Dorothy joins in thanks and in affectionate greetings t o 
you and Niko. 

Yours ev; 7' 

/'fn~/~ 

Homer A. Thompson 

P.s. Your article has aroused memories of my one and only 
visit to Egypt: Xmas 1929. In the University of Michigan 
excavation house at Karanis in the Fayum I remember seeing a 
battery of porous clay jars cooling and purifying the drinking 
water for the staff. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Dr E. R. Knauer 
River Park House 

Telephone 609-734-8000 

3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19131 

Dear Kezia: 

February 16, 1981 

I am charmed, intrigued and richly informed by your piece 
on the Kilga o It is a marvellous essay on the spirit and motiv es 
of Islamic art. 

I'm a little uneasy, however, about some of the practical 
aspects of your interpretation. If the clay jar containing the 
water was fitted neatly into the top of the kilga would not most 
of the water as it flowed down the surface of the jar have 
escaped over the rim of the kilga? I note that in Diego Rivera's 
apparatus (Fig. 63) the wall of the container was unobstructed. 
I note too that in the Rivera household the water was received 
in a pitcher which could be removed without the necessity of 
dipping. The basin that opens in front of the kilga does "not, 
in fact~seem to me well suited to dipping. At that low level 
it would also have left the cooled and purified water vulnerable 
to children and household pets. 

But you have undoubtedly considered all such mundane details 
and will be able to put my mind to rest. In any case I must admit 
that I can propose no more plausible use for these elegant objects. 

Dorothy joins in thanks and in affectionate greetings to 
you and Niko. 

Yours ~-1 WL----. 

Homer A. Thompson 

P.s. Your article has aroused memories of my one and only 
visit to Egypt: Xmas 1929. In the University of Michigan 
excavation house at Karanis in the Fayum I remember seeing a 
battery of porous clay jars cooling and purifying the drinking 
water for the staff. 
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Professor 
Homer A. Thompson 
134 Nercer Street 
Princeton , ~J, 08 540 

Dear . orner, 

Philadelphia 
1/29/77 

we drove over yester day t o look up the Haynes w 0 had s eemed 
a l ittle "]orried abou Sybil' s not f eeling well and to bri ng by t he couple 
of s uggestions I h d made ( an Ni co had looked t hrough and approvedof ) 
concer ning the translation, as Sybil had pointed out t he urgency of t he 
matter to me . 

We were delight ed t o find them in better shape t han expect ed. Sybil s till 
a bit low. I am per · ectly co v i nced that her 'symptoms · are purely ' sy­
chosomatic' (unfamiliar s urrou di n s, t he trip, a slight and ver y vivi dly 
felt pressure, l40rries about Denys health) . He hope He succeedect in comfor­
ting t hem a little. The greatest and. lOOst successful comfort of course 
being Dorot hy ' s appearance . l>1arve llous: 

As I don ' t knOt., "rhether ':>ybil is aware of the prehistory of t . e assign­
ment I brought along just one handrritten set of shee ts and no extra copy 
for you. So she mayor she may not show you t he set. 

There are no ' howlers' in t he translation , j ust a few minor t hings, but it 
does r ead like a tran s l ation. So m;t attempts are simpl y efforts to take 

own t he t ext from it ' s ' stilts and make it sound a little more ordinary . 
I know h OH d ifficult it is t kee abr ast wi t h the living language. vJe do 
feel ourselves t hat the lack of real literat ure in our a ily fare (not hing 
but scholar ly stuff which is rarely w 11 written) is a dangerous t hing. 
I am feeling it vividly j ust now as I hay bee a ske t o trans lat e a few 
articles by ~ arburg, Saxl and Bing for a book on Aby War burg. Dut enouoh 
of this - i f anyone its you who is aware of it. I just wanted t o let you 
know that Sybil has t he stuff in hand. I t ,.ras a gr eat pleasure tioi it . 

~ico joins me in sending our best . Thank you for your confidence. 

Love from 

. I T.Tas ~~wn wit h flu he spoke with Sybil PS Nico just tells me that wh~le w 

on the phone - of course she knows the 'prehistory'. So. please for give 
the above passage - too many words anyway about a petit rien ••• 

Professor 
Homer A. Thompson 
134 Mercer Stree t 
Princeton, J, 08540 

Dear Homer, 

Philadelphia 
1/ 29/77 

we drove over yesterday to look up the Haynes who had s eemed 
a l i t tle worried abou Sybil's not f eeling wel l and to bri ng by t he couple 
of s ugges t ions I h d made ( and Ni co had l ooked t hrough and approvedof) 
concerning t he t r anslation, as Sybil had pointed out t he ur gency of the 
matter to me . 

We wer e delight ed to find them in better shape than expect ed. Sybil s till 
a bit 101 . I am per fectly co v i nced that her • symptoms , are purely ' sy­
chosomatic ' (unfamiliar s urrou di n s, t he trip , a slight and ver y vivi dly 
f el t pressur e, worries about Denys health). hie hope t-le s ucceeded i comfor­
ting t hem a little. The greatest and lOOst successful comfort of course 
being orothy's appearance. Marvellous~ 

As I do ' t know ylhether ':>ybil is aware of the prehistory of the assign­
ment I brought along just one hand -rri t t en set of sheets and no extra copy 
for you. So she mayor she may not show you t he s et. 

There are no ' howlers' in t he t ranslation, j ust a few minor t hings, but it 
does r ead like a tran s l ation. So rIIJI att empts are simpl y efforts to take 
down t he t ext from it 's ' stilts and make i t sound a little more ordinary. 
I <-now hml difficult it is to kee abr ast with the living language. leJe do 
feel ourselves t hat t he lack of real literat ure in our a ily fare (nothing 
but s cholarly stuf f which 's rarely w 11 written) is a dangerous t hing. 
I am feeling it vividly j ust now as I have ee aske t o trans l ate a f ew 
articles by ~ arbur g, axl and Bing f or a book on Aby l.Jarbur~. nut enou h 
of this - if anyone its you who is aware of it. I just wanted t o l et you 
know that Sybil has the s t uff in hand. I t ,,,as a ~reat pleasure doi it. 

Ni co j oins me in sending our best . Than{ you for your confidence. 

Love from 

PS Ni co just tells me that while I was ~~wn with flu he spoke wit h Sybil 
on the phone - of course she knows the 'prehistory ' . So, please f orgive 
t he above passage - t oo many words anyway about a pet i t rien ••• 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Dr Krzia Knauer 
River Park House 
Suite 1505 
3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Phila., Penna. 19131 

Dear Kezia: 

January 12, 1977 

I have done a dreadful thing, and must beg for your forgive­
ness. After speaking with Nico about the possibility of your 
translating the picture book I learned from the Editor that the 
matter is more urgent than I had supposed. So I sP9ke with 
Sybille as soon as she returned and found that she was willing 
to do the job. By this time you were _out of my reach and I 
accepted her offer \vi thout consulting you. She is now well 
along with the translation but says that she wishes to submit her 
MS to you for a check on her German. That may well seem like 
rubbing salt into an already painful wound. If you are prepared 
to tolerate all this, it will be just one more mark of an angelic 
nature, and I shall be most grateful. 

Your card from Cuzco (2.1.77) has just come in. It is 
indeed a marvellous site. Dorothy and I become more and more em­
barrassed by our failure to visit our southern neighbors, but we 
shall look forward one day to seeing your slides. 

The schedule for the I. A. S. colloquia of the Second Term 
is just now going out,--the first meeting is on February 2nd. 

We were greatly relieved to see Denys return not only alive 
but even looking better than when he set forth. 

6orothy joins in love to you and Nico and in all good wishes 
for alI that remains of 1977. 

yours~ 

Homer A. Thompson 

I ~ .. 2. r 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Dr Krzia Knauer 
River Park House 
Suite 1505 
3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Phila., Penna. 19131 

Dear Kezia: 

January 12, 1977 

I have done a dreadful thing, and must beg for your forgive­
ness. After speaking with Nico about the possibility of your 
translating the picture book I learned from the Editor that the 
matter is more urgent than I had supposed. So I sppke with 
Sybille as soon as she returned and found that she was willing 
to do the job. By this time you were ""_out of my reach and I 
accepted her offer \Jithout consulting you. She is now well 
along with the translation but says that she wishes to submit her 
MS to you for a check on her German. That may well seem like 
rubbing salt into an already painful wound. If you are prepared 
to tolerate all this, it will be just one more mark of an angelic 
nature, and I shall be most grateful. 

Your card from Cuzco (2.1.77) has just come in. It is 
indeed a marvellous site. Dorothy and I become more and more em­
barrassed by our failure to visit our southern neighbors, but we 
shall look forward one day to seeing your slides. 

The schedule for the I. A. S. colloquia of the Second Term 
is just now going out,--the first meeting is on February 2nd. 

We were greatly relieved to see Denys return not only alive 
but even looking better than when he set forth. 

Borothy joins in love to you and Nico and in all good wishes 
for al"l that remains of 1977. 

yours~ 

Homer A. Thompson 

I ~. 2- r 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Mrs Kezia Knauer 
Suite 1505 
River Park House 
3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19131 

Dear Kezia~ 

December 1, 1975 

Very many thanks for your letter and Appendix. I hope you will put these 
thoughts into print some time, some where. You have stated the problem more 
clearly, I think, than anyone else. I fully concur that the tendency of vase 
painters to surrender to the great temptation to adapt the ways of mural 
painters proved very damaging to vase painting. (What did Gibbon say about the 
triumph of Christianity and the decline of the ancient world?) Should one also 
keep in mind in this general context the level at which the painted vases were 
normally to be seen by their users?--this especially in the case of such large 
vessels as kraters which, I imagine, were commonly looked down onby p e ople on 
couclles. 

About lack of opportunity to study the female body: do you have in mind 
that the Agora and its immediate environs, especially around the northwest 
corner of the Agora where the potters lived and worked, was the most notorious 
"red-light district" of ancient Athens? Cf. R. E. Wycherley, Agora III, pp. 222f. 
The vase painters didnllt have to go far in search of "models." I'm inclined to 
believe that the frequency and sureness with which Athenian R.F. vase painters 
rendered girls as well as horses were based on much direct observation! 

Its very good to know that you and Niko are really happy in your new setting. 
At your time of life it was a momentous and difficult deci~ ion. I never doubted 
that your coming would enrich the life of your new homeland, but I could not be 
so sure of your own reactions. 

Once again I must thank you for your part in that delightful evening with the 
Langes, I mean both the lovely fish and the opportunity to renew acquaintance with 
those very fine people. 

My warmest greetings to you and Niko. 

P.S. Having made a xerox of your appendix I return your carbon herewith. 

P.P.S. Dorothy sends her greetings and asks whether you have seen good photos 
of the remarkable wall paintings found by Machteld Mellink in her Lycian tombs. 

Enclosure 

r c 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES December 1, 1975 

Mrs Kezia Knauer 
Suite 1505 
River Park House 
3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19131 

Dear Kezia~ 

Very many thanks for your letter and Appendix. I hope you will put these 
thoughts into print some time, some where. You have stated the problem more 
clearly, I think, than anyone else. I fully concur that the tendency of vase 
painters to surrender to the great temptation to adapt the ways of mural 
painters proved very damaging to vase painting. (What did Gibbon say about the 
triumph of Christianity and the decline of the ancient world?) Should one also 
keep in mind in this general context the level at which the painted vases were 
normally to be seen by their users?--this especially in the case of such large 
vessels as kraters which, I imagine, were commonly looked down onby p e ople on 
couclles. 

About lack of opportunity to study the female body: do you have in mind 
that the Agora and its immediate environs, especially around the northwest 
corner of the Agora where the potters lived and worked, was the most notorious 
"red-light district" of ancient Athens? Cf. R. E. Wycherley, Agora III, pp. 222f. 
The vase painters didn~t have to go far in search of "models." I'm inclined to 
believe that the frequency and sureness with which Athenian R.F. vase painters 
rendered girls as well as horses were based on much direct observation! 

Its very good to know that you and Niko are really happy in your new setting. 
At your time of life it was a momentous and difficult deci s ion. I never doubted 
that your corning would enrich the life of your new homeland, but I could not be 
so sure of your own reactions. 

Once again I must thank you for your part in that delightful evening with the 
Langes, I mean both the lovely fish and the opportunity to renew acquaintance with 
those very fine people. 

My warmest greetings to you and Niko. 

P.S. Having made a xerox of your appendix I return your carbon herewith. 

P.P.S. Dorothy sends her greetings and asks whether you have seen good photos 
of the remarkable wall paintings found by Machteld Mellink in her Lycian tombs. 

Enclosure 
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

ATHENS . !.CO , GREECE 

Dr. E. Knauer 
Suite 1505~ River Park House 
3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Philadelphia~ Pa. 
U.S.A. 19131 

Dear Kezia: 

August 7~ 1975 

I am sorry to learn of your continuing troubles. 

The present ephor of Attica~ responsible for Brauron and Vari~ is Dr. 
(Miss) Olga Alexandri~ 3rd Ephoreia~ Polygnotou 13~ Athens. For the Cyclades 
you should appeal to Mr. Ioannis Tzedakis )Ephor of Antiquities~ Archaeological 
Museum~ Philhellenon Street~ Peiraeus. 

We are glad to hear your news~ especially to be assured that you have 
survived recent floods. Certainly you did well to choose a high location! In 
Princeton~ we are told, 9 inches fell in one 24-hour period. 

I too am very sorry to have missed the Greifenhagens. 

The 50th reunion was not as depressing as expected. Afterwards Dorothy 
has several days in Holland and I in Switzerland. In the Agora we have had a 
short season which has not given us much in the way of movable finds but has 
enabled us to complete the clearance of the passage bewteen the Classical and 
the Roman Agorai. 

The summer so far has been very agreeable. The fruits have been magni­
ficent: cherries~ peaches, melons~ and now the first grapes. The Greek people 
are at present going through their Watergate; I hope for their sa](es tJilat it 
won't be as long-drawn-out as ours ! 

Dorothy joins in warmest greetings to you and to Niko. On some clear day 
please wave on our behalf to B.F. 

Yours ever~ 

Itr~ 
Homer A. Thompson 

AGORA E X CAVATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

ATHENS , UO , GREECE 

Dr. E. Knauer 
Suite 1505~ River Park House 
3600 Conshohocken Avenue 
Philadelphia~ Pa. 
U.S.A. 19131 

Dear Kezia: 

August 7~ 1975 

I am sorry to learn of your continuing troubles. 

The present ephor of Attica~ responsible for Brauron and Vari~ is Dr. 
(Miss) Olga Alexandri~ 3rd Ephoreia, Polygnotou 13, Athens. For the Cyclades 
you should appeal to Mr. Ioannis Tzedakis ) Ephor of Antiquities, Archaeological 
Museum, Philhellenon Street, Peiraeus. 

We are glad to hear your news~ especially to be assured that you have 
survived recent floods. Certainly you did well to choose a high location! In 
Princeton, we are told, 9 inches fell in one 24-hour period. 

I too am very sorry to have missed the Greifenhagens. 

The 50th reunion was not as depressing as expected. Afterwards Dorothy 
has several days in Holland and I in Switzerland. In the Agora we have had a 
short season which has not given us much in the way of movable finds but has 
enabled us to complete the clearance of the passage bewteen the Classical and 
the Roman Agorai. 

The summer so far has been very agreeable. The fruits have been magni­
ficent: cherries, peaches, melons~ and now the first grapes. The Greek people 
are at present going through their Watergate; I hope for their saXes that it 
won't be as long-drawn-out as ours ! 

Dorothy joins in warmest greetings to you and to Niko. On some clear day 
please wave on our behalf to B.F. 

Yours ever, 

4~ 
Homer A. Thompson 
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