
MINrnTS a? REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCE9 STUDY 

October 9 ,  1933 

A regular  meeting of the Trustees of the  Institute for Advanced 

Study was held at t he  Uptmn Club, 60 East 42nd Street, Nm York Ciky, on 

Monday, October 9, 1933. 

Presenk: Messrs. Louis Samberger, Carrel, Flexner, Friedemald, 

Hardin, Leiderrdorf, Maass, Stewart, Strsus , Weed, k s .  Fuld, and Uiss  Sabin, 

Absent and excused r Messrs . Ayde latte, Edgar 3 ,  Bambergar , Frank- 

fu r t e r ,  and Eoughtm. 

In the absence of t h e  Chairman, t h e  Viae-Chairman presided.  

The minutes of the annual and regular meetings he ld  on A p r i l  24,  1933, 

having been dis tr ibuted ,  their reading was dispensed w i t h ,  and they were approved 

w i t h  the suggestion that the  word, Trustees, on page one, f o u r t h  section of t he  

minutes of the  annual meeting, be changed to ldembers, 

Th8 f ~ l l m i n g  report was presented by the  Director a ~ d ,  on motion, was 

accepted : 

Since tho last meeting of t h e  Board the offices of the 

I n s t i t u b  were moved to Princeton about the middle of May, and t h e  

I n s t i t u t e  i t se l f  began quietly an& u~ostentatiously October 2 .  rn 
of scores of applicants seventeen were accepted by Professor Veblsn, 

who passed on their qualif icatians . The theory upon which mre acted 

has been explained in t h e  Bulletins of the I n s t i t u t e  and in the  Reports 

of the  Director. There are, to repeat, abundant opportunities in this 



country fo r  anyone who wishes t o  obtain a Ph,D. degree. Nm that 

t h e  Cerman uni .~ess  i t ies  are in process of being w r e c b d ,  opportunities 

for workers, who have received the Ph.D. degree, have hati a certain 

amount of experience, and have demonstrated t h e i r  capacity as inde- 

pendenk workers, are extremely l i m i t e d .  That is the f ia l -d ,  therefore, 

i n w h i c h  %he I n s t i t u t e  can d o  a genuine service. The creative faculty,  

t h e  passessian of ideas, the, ability to work more or less alone under 

the stimulus and guidance a$ real masters in a given f i e l d :  these are 

the  criteria which h a m  been applied to those who haw asked to be ad- 

mitted to t he  Ins t i tu te .  Their success and influerice will not depend 

upon riders: but upon qual i ty ,  as has been emphasized f ran the outset. 

That we have not f a i l e d  was o b ~ i o u s ,  even before the I n s t i t u t e  was 

opened, frola the character  asid experience of those who applied. Among 

t h e m  are associate professors Prom t h e  Universities of Vienna, Copen- 

hagen, Edinbwgh, kosem, Michigan, Chicago, Cincinnati, Rice Ins t i tu te ,  

etc. They have a11 given evidence of ability to do original work. 

They need, however, at t h i s  m ~ m n t  in the i r  respective careers contact 

w i t h  oJ&er and wiser  persons, t o  mhwn they may bring t h e i r  problems f o r  

informal d f  scussion and whose lectures or seminars they may &tend in 

order t h ' c  they ray broaden mtl deepen their kncrwledge of mathematics 

and kindred subjects. Thus far ,they h a ~ e  consulted individually the 

professor, who i s  m o s t  l i k e l y  to be of help to tharn, and have been 

ad~ised .to follm lectures or seninars, regardless of whether the  

professor belongs to the Institute or to Psineeton University. A 

s p i r i t  of helpfulness has already developed, and the  workers ahm 

plainly t he  feeling of r e l e ~ e  from t h e  regular  and severs routine to 

which they have been subject in the i n s t i t u t i ons  from which they cam.  

Their earnestness is svidenced by t h e i r  lack of meam. Their resources 



are s o  limited t h a t  they are living in t h e  simplest poss ib le  wmBr, 

Tie are, hmever, trying to m a k e  them f ee l  at hme and, as they are a l l  

poor, a fine democratic, yet highly intellectual, feeling has sprung up 

at the very outset. ~ l r s a d y  several of them have of t h e i r  own accord 

joined f oress in attacking problems in which they have found themselves 

nutually interested; mid one of then - an associate professor of t he  

Unipersity of Chicago - h a ~ n g  d i s c o ~ e r e d  that several of the workers 

are intereste2 in same work that he has published, has organized a seminar 

in the subject f o r  his and t h e i r  benef i t .  

I have been a good deal ooncernad about the  publicity which 

Professor Einstein has rece ived  since ha l e f t  America last spring, and 

f ham sndesaored by cammunicating w l t h  h b  and his wife  to make them 

realf za that nctor ie ty  m y  be a source of per i l  to him and cer ta inly 

does not help his skanding in the s c i e r l t i f i c  world .  Uy most recant 

cmmunicatior, frmn h i s  w i f e  would ixdicate that they have at last come 

to realize t h e  soundness of t h i s  view, f;x, consequelrca of having pre- 

viously mde engagernenqt;s which ha did not f e e l  free to break, Professor 

Einste in  will n o t  arrive in Princeton uctil the niddle of the  month, bu-t: 

t h e  name of t h e  boat upor, which he sai ls  ha8 thus far not been revealed. 

He will be ca l l ed  for at W a r a ~ t i n e  m d  motored ta Princeton as quietly 

and inconspicuously as poss ib le ,  

The minutes af the Executive Committee met ing  held on 

September 6,  1933, when dis t r ibuted,  will show t h a t  Professor Weyl of 

~ : t - t i n ~ a n ,  haPing completely recowred h i s  health, has been invited to 

be a member of t he  faculty and has accepted; but he has asked me t o  

keep the infarmtion a ~ s o l u t e l y  confidential  u n t i l  he succeeds in ge t t ing  

his  f a n i l y  safely out of Germmy. At the  m m n e ~  of t h i s  d i c t a t i o n h e  

has n o t  yet  accomplished this  end, s o  that I beg the members of the 



Board to mgard this matter as confidential, H i s  scquisition t o  the 

facul ty  w i l l .  be a source of b a e n s e  s t rength .  Re occupies t he  most 

famous chair  of mthematics in Germany - the  chair which for a hundred 

years has made ~ z t t i n ~ e n  a y e a t  center of mathematics, now, alas, ut- 

terly destroysd. Profassor Weyl is not a stranger in Princeton, for 

he spent an ent i re  year there  b o  or three p a r s  ago, am2 he has also 

lec tured in other American universities. He will become an American 

ci t izen,  and he has w r i t t e n  Professor  Veblen t h a t  he feels that he is 

begiming h i s  ecientific l i f e  a second time. Professor Weyl w i l l  

spend October and November lecturing in Swartlmora, afker which he 

and his  family w i l l  take up t he i r  residence permanently i n  Princeton. 

In view of the uncertain financial situation I am. endeavoring 

to keep d m  exnanditures, especially adminihtrative expenditures, to 

the lowest possible su~ns consis tent  w i t h  the achievement of the ideals 

of the I n s t i t u t e  , ib the  other hand, my mind is playing continuously 

about the next step to be t a k m  when condi t ions ,  financial and other, 

are favorable. T h i s  is a t op ic  which I shall br ing  to the at tent ion 

of the Board samewhat later  under the  head of UWI Business, 

I hope to arrange in the rJourse of the t l u t m  for  the  members 

of the Board -to visiC Prlnoeton and to meet the melrrbers of the faculty. 

f carnot c lo se  t h i s  r epor t  w i t h o u t  an expression of ny appre- 

c i a t i on  of the k i n h e s s  and generosity of the new President of Princeton 

DniTersity, M r .  Dodds, Professor Eisenhart, Dean of the C-raduate School., 

and t h e i r  associates i n  other departments of the University. They have 

been kind, helpful, usid cdpera t ive  in t he  highest  de grae, 

Mr. Hardin, Chairman of t h e  Finance C m i t k e e ,  s t a t e d  that the  Committee 

had had one meeting, that the members were  in constant touch with each other, and 

that the report of t he  Treasurer would cover the  subject of finance, 



The Treasurer deli~ered an oral d s d  of his writter: report, in 

which he sta ted  t he  cash an hand, t he  market value of securities on hancl as 

at June 30, 1933, the  buCget alid pass ible changes which may occur t he re in ,  

Thereupon, on notion,  it was 

RESOLVED, That  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  be appromd and that the  
w r i t t e n  repor t ,  with schedules a=ached, of which the  oral r e p o r t  
consti tuted a slmmry, be placed on fi ls ,  

The Director reported that Professor F a l i x  Frankfurter had written 

him on May 1, 1933, t h a t  he desired to be excused from meetings of the Board 

md Txecutive Committee Zuring his  residence in mford, England., 5n the academic 

year 1933-1934. Thereu~or~, on motior~, Mr. Frankfurter was excused fron at- 

tending the  regular and annual meetings as wall as t he  meetings of the Executirn 

Coomnittee of the In s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study in 1933-1934. 

The Director s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  3xecuti~e Cornittee had held a meeting 

on September 6, 1933, and on account of t h e  canf ident ia l  i t e m  therein pertaining 

to Profess or Hermam We yl it was inadvisable to ~ i s t r  i 5u t e  the  mir;utes of that 

meeting u n t i l  Professor Ir1:eyl and h i s  fanily h3d reached the  United Sta tes .  The 

Director reported that Professor Weyl had accepted the  invitation to jo in  the 

f n s t i t u t e  as a Professor in the  School of ikthematics and reconended that his  

appointmenkdate f rm Deeen;Ser 1, 1933, instead of January 1, 1934, as s p e c i f i e d  

at t h e  meeting on Sapteinber 6 .  

On mo%i or., the  aprointmnt of Profess or Hermazn b e g  to t h e  School of 

:t:athematics, begiming December 1, 1333, was ratified. 

The Director r e ~ o r t e d  that t h e  Sxecutiw Committee on account of t h e  

distressing cond i t io r i s  in Eeszran universities had authorize6 the appoinhent 

of Professor Richard Courant of &ttingen to the  School of Eathematies as 

Visiting Professor f o r  one year, the  Ins t i t u t e  paying him $3,02:,00 and the 



Rockefeller Foundation having agreed to pay him an addi t ional  $3,000,00. Inasmuch 

as Professor Coursvlt may  accepk a c a l l  Sron C a d r i d g e ,  England, the Director re- 

quested that the  suli of $3,000.00, already voted for Professor Courant, be s e t  

aside to be used for a siinilar purpose, Theraupon, on motion, it was 

RXSOLVZD , That t h e  sum of Three t hous and Dollars  ($3, ~0.00) 
be and hereby is set aside, in the  discret ion of t he  Direc tor ,  to be 
used t a  i r~v i t e  some dispmsessed German professor to the  School of 
l!nthemties aa Visiting Professor  f o r  ane year. 

The Director reported. that the qxecutive Camnittee at i ts  meting on 

September 6, 1933, had authorized t he  Ins t i tu t e  to contribute to Princeton mi- 

versity at the rate of $6,OOd a year to show i t s  appreciation of t h e  privileges 

given to t he  members of the School of &lathemtics in Fine Ball. Thereupon, on 

motion, t he  action of t he  9xecutive C d t t e e  was rntif i ed .  

The various items dea l t  &h at the meeting cf the Zxecutive Committee 

on September 6, 1933, having been ~ p r a v e d ,  the  mi~utes af the m a t i n g  ware 

accepted, 

The Director recalled to the aoard t h e  previous decision to embark in 

due the on the developmn-t; of a school of economics and p o l i t i c s  and suggested 

that it would be he lp fu l  if f'rbin t i m e  to t im the subject were considered m d  

discussed. Thereupan various members of the  3oard sta ted t he i r  mm v i m .  On 

the whole, it seemed to bs t h e  opinion of those present thn t  a historic approach 

ta the freah study of ecanmic problem would be mare fruitful  than an approach 

upon lines hi ther to  pursued and t h a t  such procedure would illvalve beginning w i t h  

young inen who had shmn d i s t i n c t  pruise  but who had not; yet e m i t t e d  themselves 

t o o  deeply and that persolls of th i s  type ~rould probably be glad to jo in  the In- 

stitute for periods varying from three  to five years during which t i ~ ~  t h e i r  

real powers would be disclose2. Mo action was taken, but it mas u ~ 6 e r s t o o d  t h a t  

the subject would be brougM fonamrd egain at subsequent meetings, 



TheBirector ~ a l l e d  atterrtion to the fact that the date of the next 

regular meting would be January 8, 1934, and suggested on account of its 

proxbity  t o  the holidays the  meeting be postponed to January 29, 1934, where- 

upon, on notion, the  January 8, 1934, meeting was postponed to January 29, 1934, 

There being no further bus insss, on notion, the  meting adjourned. 


