
TIlE 11,JSTI'i'UTE FOR ADVtLNCED STU3Y 

January 25, 1943 

A regular  meeting of the Trustees of the I n s t i t u t e  f o r  

Advanced Study was he ld  a t  the  Downtom Club, Newark, New Jersey,  on 

Ebnday, Janualy 25, 19L3, a t  1:00 P. I!. 

Present:  Messrs. Aydelotte, Edgar S. Bamberger, Louis Bam- 

berger,  Fulton, Hardin, Leidesdorf, tilaass, Mae, Schaap, and Veblen. 

Absent and excused: Itfessrs. Douglas, Flexner, Rosenwald, 

Weed, and Mrs. FUld. 

hlr. Eardin presided. 

The minutes of t h e  meeting he ld  October 15, 1042, having 

been d i s t r ibu ted ,  t h e i r  reading was dispensed with and they  were ap- 

proved. 

Ih. l a a s s  reported f o r  the Executive Corni t tee,  reading the  

minutes of the meeting he ld  on December lLth,  as  follows: 

The Committee met f o r  luncheon at  one o'clock. There were 
present  !kr. Leidesdorf, !;!re Veblen, and Elr. Aydelotte. Absent 
and excused: EP. Maass, I,&. Weed, Mr. Flexner, Mr. Hardin, and . Banbergor. 

1. The Committee discussed the  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  the 
I n s t i t u t e  i n  g rea t  d e t a i l .  The Direc tor  explained t h e  s t a t u s  of 
the appl ica t ion  to t h e  Roc1;efeller Foundation f o r  renewal o f  t h e  
subsidy f o r  t he  School o f  Economics and it was the considered 
opinion o f  tho Committec! t h a t  i f  t h i s  ronewal i s  granted the  
budget o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  the academic gear 1943-1944 should 
be made on s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the  same l i n e s  as  the cur rent  budget. 
It is, hovuever, t h e  hope of the Committae t h a t  it w i l l  not  be 
necessary t o  reques t  Idr. Rmberger to al low any of t h e  l i b r a r y  
fund t o  be used f o r  t he  general  purposes of t he  I n s t i t u t e  b u t  
t h a t  it may be devoted e n t i r e l y  t o  l i b r a r y  purposes. 



2. The quest ion o f  t he  name o f  the  I n s t i t u t e  was discussed 
and it was resolved t h a t  t he  mat te r  should be r a i s e d  again a t  t h e  
next meeting o f  t h e  Exeoutive Committee. 

i 3. It was the considered opinion of t he  Committee t h a t  war 
i.nsurance should be required on t h e  f acu l ty  houses on which t h e  
I n s t i t u t e  holds mortge.ges . 

4 .  The quest ion cf  r en t ing  69 Alexander S t r e e t  rras canvassed. 
It vr3.s t he  .judgment of t h e  C o m i t t e e  t h a t  it vmuld be undesirable 
to r en t  t he  house on such terms a s  t o  i n t e r f e r e  with i t s  possi-ble 
sa l e ,  and t h e  Direc tor  was in s t ruc ted  t o  consul t  r e a l  e s t a t e  
dea lers  i n  Princeton and repor t  back t o  t h e  Committee a t  i ts next 
meeting. 

5. It vr?s t h e  dec is ion  of tile Comi t t ee  t h a t  regular  meetings 
of the Executive %mi i t t ee  should be he ld  during 19L3 a t  ,mnthly 
i n t e r v a l s  between Board Meetings and t h a t  a meeting of t he  Finance 
Colmittee should be hold i n  connection ~ l i t h  ench meeting o f  t he  
Board o f  Trustees and each meetj.ng of t h e  Fxecutive Committee. 
The schedule agreed upon was a s  fo l lo~vs :  

January 25 Board o f  Tnistees and Finance Committee 
February 26 Executive and Finance Committees 
Narch 15 Executive and Finance Committees 
Apr i l  19  Board o f  Trustees and Finance Committee 
Octobur 11 Board of Trustees and Finance Committee 
November 11 Executive and Finance Committees 
December 13 Executive and Finance Committees 

It w i l l  be necessary t o  have meetings of t he  Finance Conunittee 
and poss ib ly  tho Esecutive Committee i n  the summer vacation, but  
it was the judgment o f  t h e  Committee t h a t  these  had bes t  be he ld  
upon c a l l  of t h e  Chairmen. 

There being no f u r t h e r  business t h e  Committee adjourned a t  3:30. 

It w2.s moved and seconded t h a t  t he  ac t ion  o f  t h e  Executive 

Committee be r a t i f i e d  and approved. 

1 .  Leidesdorf, repor t ing  f o r  the Finance and Budget Committees, 

s a i d  t h a t  the income from s e c u r i t i e s  f o r  the f i r s t  six months of t h e  

present  academic year  had a c t u a l l y  been $15,000 more than had been pre- 

v ious ly  estimated. Included i n  t h i s  sum a r e  some e x t r a  dividends which 

were received i n  January. For the  f i r s t  six months of t he  academic 



year our expenses have been kept under the  budget by a substant ia l  

amount. Part  of t h i s  may be used up i n  the  next s i x  months, but our 

s i tua t ion  i s  be t te r  than was expected. Dr .  Aydelotte explained tha t  

expenses were being held down to the lowest possible figure, t ha t  he 

hoped t o  build up a surplus out  of which any unexpected expenditures 

tha t  a r i se  might be taken care of ,  and t h a t  in a few years it w i l l  be 

necessary to  budget regularly f o r  repairs  and maintenance to Fuld Hall. 

The Trustees discussed the question of the  disposal of 

69 Alexander Street .  Mr. k idesdor f  surgested t ha t  it would be advan- 

tageous to  s e l l  the house, givjng a mortgage a t  low in te res t  up to 

90 per cent of the purchase price, provided the purchaser could get  

a government loan i n  order t o  turn the house Into apartments. Mr. 

Maass f e l t  it was a mistake fo r  the  Ins t i tu te  t o  t r y  t o  real ize  the 

f u l l  purchase price of the l o t  adjacent t o  the golf course and recom- 

mended tha t  it be sold for  whatever it would bring. 

Reporting for  tho Committee on Buildings and Grounds, Mr. 

Maass spoke about the heating problem a t  Fuld Hall, occasioned by the 

fue l  o i l  shortage. He sa id  the question of converting the heating 

plant  f o r  the  use of coal had been considered, t h a t  it was found the 

cost of converting would be something over $5000, which he f e l t  was an 

unjust i f iable  expense. The amount of fue l  o i l  on hand is  adequate to 

heat the building t o  a temperature of 62 degrees Fahrenheight during 

tho months of February and March, and since pro would then be running 

into  milder weather it was hoped tha t  the In s t i t u t e  would get through 

the year without any great inconvenience. 



The repor t  of t he  Committee on the Gest Library was read  by 

Mr. Edgar S. Bamberger and a f t e r  f u l l  discussion it was moved t h a t  t he  

r epor t  be accepted and appended t o  these  minutes. 

D r .  Aydelotte s t a t e d  t h a t  he had shown the  r epor t  of t he  

Conunittee on t h e  Gest Library t o  D r .  Flexner, who vras unable t o  a t t end  

the  Board Meeting, and t h a t  he had received a l e t t e r  from D r .  Flexner 

about t he  report ,  which he would ask the  Secre tary  t o  read. The l e t t e r  

was read  and, on motion, was accepted and made a p a r t  of these  minutes, 

t o  which it .appears ;as an appendix. 

Dr. l b l t o n  s a i d  thr.t es a new Trustee he had been much 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  d iscuss ion  o f  t h e  Gest Library nr.tter, and pointed o u t  

t h e  s t r i k i n g  par;lllc;l between t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which the  I n s t i t u t e  

Trustees f i n d  themselves ?.nd t h a t  of  t h e  governing board of the ?!useurn 

o f  Fine Arts i n  Roston i n  connection with the  accession o f  t h e  Bigelow 

Orienta l  Collection, which forms t h e  bes i s  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  co l l ec t ion  o f  

Or i en ta l  a r t  i n  the  country. D r .  Fulton expressed h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  

a f t e r  t he  war is over Chinese s tud ie s  w i l l  be more important i n  t h i s  

country and t h a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  w i l l ' h e v e  reason to be proud o f  2 t s  

ownership of t h e  Gest Collect ion.  

The Director  presented h i s  r epor t  t o  tho Board, deal ing with 

the  conferences he ld  during tho  summer on the  post-war set t lement ,  com- 

menting on the repor ts  of tile Executive and Gest Library Comit tees ,  

the wzr work of members o f  t hc  f acu l ty ,  and s t eps  talcen t o  meet t he  

f u e l  o i l  shortage. . 

At thr? end o f  h i s  r epor t  t h e  Director  c r l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  to 

the  f a c t  t h a t  December 13, 19L2 was the  f i f t i e t h  anniversary o f  t h e  



beginning of h l r .  Bambergerls business  career  i n  Newark. A r e so lq t ion  

of congratulat ions t o  M r .  Bamberger upon h i s  notable ca ree r  i n  business 

and upon the  generosi ty and ideal ism with which he i s  devoting h i s  

for tune  t o  public  welfare was passed by t h e  Trustees with acclamation. 

The repor t  of t he  Direc tor  was accepted and ordered t o  be in- 

corporated i n  t h e  minutes of t he  meeting. It appears i n  f u l l  as an 

ap-)endix. 

The Director  repor ted  t o  t h e  Boa.rd t h a t  Professor  Hcrzfeld 

had completed h i s  na tu ra l i za t ion  a s  an Pmerican c i t i z e n  on January 16, 

l%j, and it was moved, seconded, and unanimously c a r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  

congratulat ions o f  t he  Trustees should be conveyed t o  Professor Herzfeld. 

Professor Veblen c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Trustees t o  t h e  

opportuni ty vhich w i l l  be open t o  the  I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e  end o f  t he  war of 

a s s i s t i n g  young s c i e n t i s t s  to make t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  back from war work t o  

s c i e n t i f i c  research  by providing f o r  them st ipends a t  the I n s t i t u t e .  

One o r  t ~ w  years  spent i n  t h i s  way w i l l  do much t o  assist ab le  young 

scholars  t o  recons t ruc t  t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  careers.  M r .  Mae agreed with 

Professor  Veblenls point  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t he  Guggenheim and Rockefellek 

Foundations were laying plans designed t o  achieve t h i s  end. D r .  Ayde- 

l o t t e  pointed ou t  t h a t  t he  d r a f t i n g  o f  1 8  and 19 year  o l d  s tudents  would 

tend t o  l i g h t e n  the  work o f  col lege teaching and t o  make it poss ib le  f o r  

some scholars  who could f i n d  no s u i t a b l e  opportuni ty i n  war work t o  

achieve valuable r e s u l t s  i n  research  during the  war. The whole dis-  

cussion emphasized the  importance o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  providing a s  l a rge  

a fund a s  poss ib le  f o r  s t ipends  during t h e  next few years.  

Thore being no f u r t h e r  business ,  on motion, t he  meeting adjourned. 

Edgar S. Bamberger 

Secre tary  



Appendix A 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

January 25, ' 1943 

I am now able  t o  r e p o r t  the r e s u l t  o f  t he  conferences he ld  
a t  t he  I n s t i t u t e  during the  summer on t h e  terms o f  t h e  post-war s e t t l e -  
ment. Professor Ed'rin Gay o f  t h e  IIuntington Library, formerly Bean o f  
t h e  IIarvard School of Business, came e a s t  l a s t  June f o r  t he  puypose o f  
urging the  Rockefeller Foundation t o  f inance a thorough study o f  t h e  
terms o f  peace and o f a p o s s i b l e  fu tu re  world organizat ion which would 
prevent, i n  so f a r  a s  human fo res igh t  could do so, the recurrence of 
war a f t e r  another generation. 

The o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Rockefel ler  Foundation gave ser ious  con- 
s ide ra t ion  t o  Dean Gay's proposals. They had, however, c e r t a i n  doubts 
a s  t o  t h e i r  f e a s i b i l i t y .  The s u b j e c t  ~ r a s  already being s t u d i d  by 
seve ra l  groups, t h e  most important being t h e  Council on Foreign Rela- 
t i ons ,  t he  Commission f o r  t h e  Organization o f  Peace, and two o f f i c i a l  
researdh boards, one a t tached t o  t h e  Department o f  S t a t e  and the  o the r  
t o  the Board o f  Economic 'ilarfare. The first quest ion was whether there  
was any j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  organizing another  group t o  work a t  t he  same 
problem. 

The second question was whether, even i f  another s tudy were 
des i rab le ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  w e l b q u a l i f i e d  men could be found t o  undertake 
it. It was f e l t  t h a t  a l a rge  proport ion o f  the mdst eminent scholars  
o f  t he  country would be found t o  be a l ready occupied by various public 
dut ies  connected vrith t h e  war and could no t  be detached f o r  t h i s  work. 

The t h i r d  quest ion was vhether  the  g r e a t e s t  need a t  t h i s  time 
was f o r  fundamental research o r  f o r  what might be ca l led ,  i n  the  good 
sense o f  t he  term, propaganda--the education of t h e  thinking public  i n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and c u l t u r a l  i s s u e s  underlying i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e l a t ions  f o r  the purpose o f  breaking down the  t r a d i t i o n a l  i s o l a t i o n i s t  
sentiment o f  t h e  American people and preparing t h e  ground f o r  t h e  par- 
t i c i p a t i o n  of t he  United S t a t e s  in some form o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  associa- 
t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  war. Propaganda t o  t h i s  end might be of a high type, 
but  t h e  Rockefeller Foundation f e l t  t h a t  the support of such a c t i v i t y ,  
t he  aim of which would be t o  inf luence  public  opinion on a p o l i t i c a l  
subjec t ,  was, however d i g n i f i e d  and praiseworthy, ou t s ide  its proper 
scope. 

In  order  t o  answer these  th ree  quest ions the  Rockefeller 
Foundation requested Dean Gay and me t o  hold during the  summer a 
s e r i e s  of exploratory conferences, f o r  t h e  expense o f  which a grant  
of $2,000 was made t o  the  I n s t i t u t e .  During t h e  four  months from 



June t o  October, e i g h t  such confererlces were he ld  i n  Princeton.  The 
meetings, which :.rere s:;~all, were held a t  Olden Manor and a t  t h e  
Princeton Inn. Among those tak ing  p a r t  were, besides Dean Gay and 
myself, Professors  Stewart,  H ie f l e r  and Earle  of o w  School o f  Econonics, 
Dr .  Loveday and Mr. Swestser o f  t h e  k a g u e  o f  Nations, Professors  Viner 
o f  Chicago, Dunn o f  Yale, Perry and BlcIlwain of Harvard, Lovejoy of 
Johns IiopkS.ns, Aydelotte o f  Tr in i ty ,  Toynbee o f  t he  London SchooL of 
Economics, and Bidwell o f  t h e  Council on F o r e i p  Relations, toge thar  
with Ex-President Ford o f  t h e  Universi ty of Minnesota. and M r .  Noyes o f  
t h e  l ia t ional  Bureau o f  Econor~~ic Research. 

The r e s u l t  o f  these conferences was t o  c l a r i f y  the ex i s t ing  
s i t u a t i o n  and t o  formulate the  u o l i t i c a l ,  economic and phi losophical  
questions which demand f u r t h e r  in tens ive  study. It was the  ca re fu l ly  
considered opinion of a l l  t h e  more a c t i v e  members of the group t h a t  
f u r t h e r  work on the  sub jec t  i s  urgent ly  needed. The g rea t e s t  drawback 
to t h e  exce l l en t  sct iolar ly work now being done by members o f  t h e  Council 
on Foreign Relations and by the  research  groups o f  t he  S t a t e  Department 
and Board o f  Economic Warfare is t h a t  the r e s u l t s  a r e  kept s t r i c t l y  con- 
f i d e n t i a l  and hence l o s e  t h e  b e n e f i t  of wide c r i t i c i s m  and dj.scussion. 
On the  o the r  hand, t h e  Commission f o r  t h e  Organization o f  Peace, which 
attempts t o  give i t s  di.scussions wide publicat ion and pub l i c i ty ,  lacks 
the resources f o r  needed fundamental research  on the various problems 
with which it at tempts  t o  deal.  It was found, furthermore, t h a t  i n  
s p i t e  o f  the preoccupation of s cho la r s  wi th  war work, t h e r e  were, never- 
t he l e s s ,  a c e r t a i n  number of men of hifih a b i l i t y  who would be ava i l ab le  
f o r  t h e  s tudy of post-vmr prohlems and ?vho f e l t  deeply the outstanding 
puhlic  importance o f  such work. These men divide i n t o  two c lasses :  
scholars  whose b e s t  work ~ m u l d  be i n  fundamental research and p u b l i c i s t s  
whose a b i l i t i e s  l i e  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  of informing and inf luencing 
pub1i.c opinion. 

P.s a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c a r e f u l  survey o f  t he  problem, tvro i m -  
portant  s t u d i e s  have now been organized. Ths first ~ r i . 1 1  be conducted 
by a small  par ty  o f  scholars ,  tvith Jacob Viner of Chicago and P. E. 
Corbett of L!cGill a s  a nucleus, who have begim vrork a t  Yale. The t a sk  
of t h e  Viner-Corbett group is  fundamental research on  t h e  problems o f  
the peace and of world organizat ion.  The work w i l l  be supported and 
financed by t h e  Rockefeller Foundation. It i s  expected t h a t  a c e r t a i n  
number of scholars  from t h i s  and o the r  countr ies  11dll gradual ly be 
added, but it i s  not intended t h a t  t h e  group should ever be a l a r g e  one. 

The second r e s u l t  is  the organizat ion,  under the  leadersh ip  
of Ralph Barton Perry o f  Harvard, o f t h e  so-called Univers i t ies  Com- 
mit tee;  on the  Post-T;ar Settlement.  This conunittee w i l l  undertake t o  
s t imula te  and d i r e c t  the work of groups and individuals  i n  a l a rge  
number o f  col leges and u n i v e r s i t i e s  throughout t h e  country. An im- 
por tan t  p a r t  of i t s  work w i l l  be t o  m u l d  public  opinion and t o  s t imula te  
public  discussion.  The committee has received a small grant  of $,5,000 



from the Rockefeller Foundation, but i ts  principal  f inancial  support 
comes from the World Peace Foundation, and the headquarters o f  the 
work w i l l  be i n  the World Peace Foundation offices a t  LO M t .  Vernon 
Street ,  Boston. 

The Ins t i tu te  fo r  Advanced Study w i l l  have no d i rec t  concern 
with e i ther  of the two groups which have been organized as  a resu l t  of 
t h i s  inquiry. I should have been glad to see the Viner-Corbett group 
located here, but previous commitments of both men made Yale the 
natural  place f o r  the i r  work. I am sorry tha t  Dean Gay is for  the 
moment out of the picture and I hope t h a t  some place may be found 
eventually fo r  him, The country needs h i s  sane idealism and his  deep 
concern fo r  peace and international order. In one sense, however, I 
am glad tha t  the resul t  of the summer's discussion has no direct  bearing 
on the  Ins t i tu te .  The whole sequence of events i l l u s t r a t e s  admirably 
one of our functions, which i s  to stimulate research and to inaugurate 
inquiry without reference t o  our own spec i f ic  in te res t s  as  an ins t i -  
tution.  Our m l e  is  not to  r i v a l  other ins t i tu t ions  of learning but t o  
supplemcnt and serve them, t o  seek not the  advancement of our ovm 
prestige but the  advancement of knowledge. 

The problems of the peace and the  organization of the  post- 
war world a re  the  most important and the most d i f f i c u l t  of a l l  the 
issues facing t h i s  generation. These problems a re  not merely po l i t i c a l  
and economic, but also moral and religious. Upon the events of the 
next few years w i l l  hinge the future of our c ivi l izat ion.  I take great 
sa t i s fac t ion  i n  the f ac t  t ha t  the  In s t i t u t e  has been able, acting so to 
speak, behind the  scenes, t o  fur ther  the  study of these problems and. 
the presentation of the resu l t s  of t h i s  s t u Q  t o  the American people. 

The world s i tuat ion seems t o  me t o  be f u l l  of peri l .  Vie are 
in danger of winning the w a r  and losing the peace. We run the r i sk  of 
being misled i n  two directions, f i r s t  by idea l i s t s  who dream of forms 
of world organization fo r  which the  world w i l l  not be ready for  another 
century, and second by so-called r e a l i s t s  who wish to seize  the advan- 
tage of the mment a t  the r i s k  of our whole future.' The problems of 
world organization are so complicated as  to make the task of explaining 
them t o  a democratic electorate appallingly d i f f icu l t ,  even i f  the  
issues were not confused by the e v i l  legacy of national hatreds and 
prejudices gmwing out of the  war. 

On the other hand, a group such as we have here a t  the 
Ins t i tu te ,  representing a dozen na t iona l i t i es  (including a l l  the Axis 
powers), l iv ing  and working together i n  complete fr iendliness and h ~ r -  
mony even i n  the midst of war, offers  i n  miniature an i l l u s t r a t i on  of 
how these problems can be solved by men who put f i r s t  the in te l lec tua l  
and sp i r i t ua l  in te res t s  of humanity without regard to  nztionality, race, 
color o r  creed. Unless these problems can be solved, unless we win the 
peace, the future looks dark for  education and scholarship in t h i s  
country and i n  the world. For t h i s  reason and because I believe the 
members of our faculty have much t o  contribute, I hope tha t  we s h a l l  



have o ther  oppor tuni t ies  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  s t t idies  connected with t h e  
post-war set t lement .  Small as  i s  our group, t h e  members of it a r e  
making an important cont r ibut ion  t o  the  winninq of t he  war. I hope 
they n9.y be able t o  do a s  much o r  more toward the  winning of t he  peace. 

The Executive Committee a t  i t s  meeting December 15 th  discussed 
i n  d e t a i l  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t he  I n s t i t u t e .  Three years an, our  
budget was out  o f  balance and we had had f o r  the second year  i n  succes- 
s ion  a considerable d e f i c i t .  1We have been able  t o  meet our expenses 
s ince  t h a t  time only because we have received a generous subsidy, one- 
h a l f  from the  Rockefeller Foiolmdation and one-half from l'r. Bamberger, 
f o r  t he  suprpr t  of our work i n  economics. The Rockefeller-Rambcrger 
grant  was made f o r  three  years  and expi res  June 30, 1913. Ve have now, 
with Vr. Bambcrgcrls apnroval, appl icd  t o  t h e  Rockefeller Foundation 
f o r  a renewal of t h a t  g ran t  f c r  another  term of th ree  years. No ansrrer 
has as  y e t  been rt:ceived. I hope t h a t  ou r  request  w i l l  be ac ted  upon 
fzvorably, but i f  by any chance it is  not  I s h a l l  consul t  t he  B u d ~ e t  
and Executive Committees ns t o  t h e  s t e p s  which must be taken t o  meet 
t he  s i t u a t i o n .  

The Executive Conunittee, I ml happy t o  repor t ,  has agreed t o  
hold regular  meetings a t  f ixed  da tes  m n t h l y  during term time i n  those 
months i n  vfhich the  Roard does not  meet, The s teady increase  i n  t h e  
amount o f  I n s t i t u t e  business makes more frequent  meetings des i rab le ,  
and., s ince  the Executive Committee includes i n s i t s  membership t h e  chair- 
man o f  a l l  t he  s tanding cormnittees o f  t h e  Board, it i s  admirably con- 
s t i t u t e d  t o  dea l  understandingly with a l l  phases of I n s t i t u t e  a c t i v i t y .  
The Finance Conm~ittee w i l l  hold meetings r egu la r ly  preceding the  
meetings of t he  Executive Committee and of t he  f u l l  Board. It is  
thought wise t o  a&opt a regular  schedule f o r  meetings only during the  
academic year; meetings o f  t hc  two committees during t h e  summer vacat ion 
w i l l  be held upon c a l l  of t h e  chairmen a s  the  need a r i s e s .  The schedule 
o f  s t a t e d  m e e t i n ~ s  f o r  1943 i s  as  follovrs: 

January 25 Board o f  Trusteos and Finance Committee 
Fcbruary 26 Executiva and Finance Committees 
?!arch 15 Executive and Finance Committees 
Apri l  19 Board o f  Trusteas and Finance Committee 
October 11 Board o f  Trustees and Finance Committee 
Novsmbi:r 11 Executive and Finance Co.mittees 
December 13 Executive and Finznce Comi t t ecs  



The repor t  o f  t he  conuntttee on the Gest Library places before 
t h e  Trustees the  f a c t s  concerning t h e  a.cquisj.tion of t h i s  important col- 
l ec t ion ,  some o f  which f a c t s  had not  prevj.ously been understood. The 
ownership o f  t h i s  g rea t  ' l i b ra ry  c a r r i e s  with it t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
providing f o r  i-ts proper use e i t h e r  by the  I n s t i t u t e  o r  by some o the r  
research i n s t i t u t i o n .  The committee has emphasized t h a t  r e spons ib i l i t y  
and has wise ly  not attempted t o  say  a t  t h i s  moment what that use sllould be. 

A l l  s i gns  poin t  .toward t h e  increas ing  importance of Chinese 
s tud ie s  i n  the  United S ta t e s  i n  t h e  f l ~ t u r e  and i f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  were i n  
a positj.on f i n a n c i a l l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a school  of o r i e n t a l  s tudies ,  o r  even 
t o  s t a f f  t he  l i b r a r y  and equip it rrith the  modern books needed t o  make 
it an e f f e c t i v e  place f o r  research, we should be making a notable addi- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  resources o f  American scholarsh ip  i n  what i s  f o r  t h i s  country 
a comparatively new f i e l d .  n e t h e r  it would be wise o r  possible  f o r  us 
t o  do t h i s  depends upon s e v e r a l  fac tors :  upon t h e  f i n a n c i a l  resources o f  
the I n s t i t u t e ,  upon the  outcome o f  the  war, upon the  s t a t e  of Chinese 
s tud ie s  i n  o t h e r  un ive r s i t i e s ,  and upon the  sch~olars  and students  
ava i l ab le .  

The f i r s t  s t e p  is obviously to make a s tudy o f  t he  Library 
i t s e l f ,  i t s  s t rong  and weal: points,  and t o  conduct a survey of what i s  
being done and planned i n  t h i s  subjec t  i n  the  country a t  prasent .  Such 
a survey should preferably  be made by- a European o r  Chinese scholar  who 
would s tudy our  co l l ec t ion  and t h e  work be ingdone  i n  such places a s  
Aarvard, Yale, Cliicago and Cal i forn ia ,  impar t i a l ly  a d  objec t ive ly .  I 
discussed t h e  m t t e r  with Dr .  David Stevcns of t h e  Rockefeller Fo~mdation 
more than a ycar  ago ?.nd received from him an o f f e r  on behalf  of t he  
Foundation t o  pay the s a l a r y  o f  Professor  Duyvendack of Holland, one of 
t h e  world 's  leading a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  f o r  two years  f o r  t he  
purpose of making such a survey. It proved, however, impossible to nr- 
range f o r  Duyvendack t o  leave Hollrmd o r  even f o r  11s t o  comunicate  
d i r e c t l y  with him, and the  p ro jec t  had, therefore ,  t o  be dropped. The 
time w i l l  come, however, when such a study cnn be made and when wo can 
have t h e  b e n e f i t  of expert a.dvicu a s  t o  how vw should procecd. 

%%en ?nd i f  it does bocome f i n a n c i a l l y  poss ib le  f o r  .the I n s t i -  
t u t e  t o  expand i ts  a c t i v i t i e s ,  "vhincse s tud ie s  w i l l  be on ly  one o f  s eve ra l  
i n t e r e s t i n g  f i e l d s  vrhich must be considered. I heve thought constant ly 
about t h i s  subjec t  s ince  I came t o  Princeton t h r e e  yaers  ago, cnd have 
discussed it in confidence ~ i t h  a wide c i r c l e  o f  American ~ n d  European 
schol:,rs upon rvhose judgment I re ly .  I s h a l l  c.t a s u i t a b l e  time k,y 
bofore Mr. B~fiibcrper, Mrs. Fuld and the Board of Trustees, the  r e s u l t s  
of these c o n s u l t ~ t i o n s  end the  recomcndati.ons :vhich I have t o  mko. 



Since I l o s t  r e ~ o r t c d  t o  t h e  Bonrd upon the  s r r  work o f  
members of t hc  fncu l ty  c e r t z i n  important chmges h.-vr: taken plr.cc, 
which Z r?os r e p r t ,  ,-sking tho  Borrd t o  t r e a t  these mcttors r s  con- 
f i d e n t i a l .  Professor.  Alcxnndor hos j u s t  returned from Englcnd rrlierc 
hc rr?s cngeged i n  important duti .es f o r  the A i r  Force. Profcssors  
E;rle ~ n d  von Ilem?nn ?.re in T;shj.ngton doing s i m i l ~ r  work 2nd mr?y 
possibly be scn t  t o  England sometime during the next fovr months. 
Professor I:Iorse i s  nor1 spending a considerable p?.rt of hi.s time r s  a 
consul tant  t o  t h e  Ordnance Department. Professor 1derit.t hss returned 
t o  Princeton 2nd w i l l  c a r q r  on here  the  work he has boon doing f o r  t he  
Office o f  S t r a t e g i c  Services.  Professor  Mitrony w i l l  ~ l s o  r e tu rn  t o  
the I n s t i t u t e  os soon 2s h i s  viso. cnn be arranged. Beccuse o f  h i s  
Rumanian b i r t h ,  ;?s I hcve s ~ i d  before, he is  t echn ica l ly  an enemy a l i e n  
~ m d e r  our  laws desp i t e  h i s  Bri . t ish c i t izcnship ,  and while I om assured 
t h ~ t  h i s  v i s a  w i l l  be gr?.nted evc?ntus.lly, t he  neccssery fo rma l i t i e s  
i n  the  S t a t e  Department ?.rc long 2nd tedious.  

I h?ve with g rea t  r o g r e t  resigned my pos i t ion  a.s chairman 
of t h e  Committse on S c i e n t i f i c  Persorn61 of tho  O.S.R.D. I have i n  
the  l a s t  six months succeeded i n  c locr ing  the  ground, i n  working o u t  
i n  ?.n ordcrlgr ,;ray c c r t r i n  p o l i c i c s  2nd procedures, ~ . n d  have had t h e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  of findin: t h c t  thc se rv ices  of my o f f i c e  h:ve been eager ly  
vrelcomed by s c i e n t i s t s  encrged i n  Government work a l l  over t h e  country. 
The r e s u l t  of t h i s  cord2.1 roccpt ion h r s  bccn t h e t  tho work of t h i s  
o f f i c e  has j.ncreased by lcapo 2nd bounds. It is  now n full-t imo job, 
not merely f o r  onc m?.n but probably f o r  a stc.ff o f  tyro o r  t h ree .  Since 
it is ou t  o f  tho quc:stion f o r  mo t o  givc f u l l  time t o  t h i s  nork rnd 
s ince  it  sc?cms unfr.ir  and indocd impossible to secure a n1P.n o f  t ho  
r i g h t  ca.liber unless  he i s  given f u l l  adminis t ra t ive  r e spons ib i l i t y ,  
I f e l t  t h a t  I had no choice but  t o  o f f e r  res ignat ion  and t o  a s s i s t  
t h e  Djrec tor  i n  f inding  another man t o  tnke my place. I s h a l l  continue 
t o  a c t  as adviser  t o  Dr. Bush a t  h i s  reques t  on problems vrithin my com- 
petence, but  s h a l l  not  undertake regulcm administrat ive r e spons ib i l i t y .  
It i s  a g rea t  personal  r e l i e f  t o  me t o  be ab le  ~ i t h  a good conscien@e 
t o  look forward t o  a somewhat qu ie t e r  l i f e  during 1913. 

The new anddras t ic  curb upon the  supply of f u e l  o i l  ava i lab le  
f o r  public  bui ldings and educat ional  i n s t i t u t i o n s  has brought us a 
d i f f i . cu l t  problem a t  Fuld Hal l .  We began promptly t o  take  a l l  possible  
s t eps  t o  meet it. In s p i t e  of the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  bui lding i s  crowded 
we a r e  doubline; up i n  the use of o f f i c e s  so t h a t  some rooms need no t  be 
heated. The steam has been turned  o f f  i n  t,he corr idors  and t h e  l i b r a r y ;  
the comon room is heated nlainly by the f i r ep lace ;  and the bui ld ing  w i l l  
be closed on Sat i rdays  and Sundays, and i f  necessary on Frid?.ys 2s well,  
~ l t h o u g h  t o  do t h i s  vouid s e r i o u s l y  handicap our work. The temperature 



of the  rooms which a re  heated has been reduced t o  62 degrees 
Fahrenheit  and the members of t he  s - ta f f  a r e  asked t o  'rear warmer 
clothing.  I t  does not seem f e a s i b l e  t o  convert our furnaces to coal;  
we must i n s t ead  make t h e  bes t  use poss ib le  of such o i l  as  we can get  
i n  t h e  hopes t h a t  t h e  period of severe s t r ingency w i l l  l a s t  on ly  a 
few weslts longer .  

V I I  

1.Ienbers of t he  Roard o f  Trustees w i l l  bo i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know 
t h a t  December 13th, 1942, was the f i f t i e t h  anniversary o f  t h e  beginning 
o f  ik. Uambergerts business career  i n  Newark. He was thirty-seven years  
o l d  when he opened h i s  first s t o r e  i n  Neviark i n  1892, and j u s t  t h i r t y -  
seven years  l a t e r  he r e t i r e d ,  having been so  successfu l  a s  t o  amass i n  
t h a t  period t h e  fortunc which enabled him and Mrs. h ~ l d  t o  found t h e  
I r i s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study. During t h a t  period Ijr, Bamborger and 
!Mi. Fuld b u i l t  up the  Bamherger s t o r e  from a s~nall  bsginning u n t i l  it 
was fou r th  i n  importance in. t he  United Sta tes .  On t h e  occasion o f  h i s  
ret i rement  i n  1023, Kr, Bal~berger, ? n t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  generosity,  dis-  
t r i bu ted  $1.,000,000 i n  1;ifts t o  h i s  o lde r  employees i n  recogni t ion  o f  
t h e i r  l o y a l  serv ice .  In  ce lebra t ion  o f  t he  f i f t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a ~ y  of 
the  opcning of the s to re ,  I?. Ecn~bcrgcr and Yrs. M d  received from 
the o f f i c e r s  ~ .nd  Boiird of Direc tors  gold plaques conuncnlorating t h e  re- 
markable achievement o f  1&. 3i1ld and i l i m e l f  i n  buj.ld5.n~ up t h e  orgnni- 
zat ion.  

Mr. Bambergerts cnroer i n  bilsiness was a notable one, and I 
am su re  t h a t  the Trustees %ill wish to tnlte t h i s  occasj.on t o  c o n g r a t u l ~ t e  
him, not  merely upon h i s  success i n  p r a c t i c a l  a f f z i r s  but  ?.is0 upon the 
idealism wi th  which he has choson t o  spend h i s  for tune  i n  the se rv ice  
of higher schol?.rship i n  the United Stn tes .  



Appeildix B 

REPORT OF THE CO;.USTTEE OI'I T i ,  GEST LISRAKY 

The Committee on the G o s t  Library inet i n  f i l d  Ea l l  on 
;Tonday, November 9th, a.t 12:30 o'clock and discussed i n  d e t a i l  docu- 
ments concerning the acquisi t ion of the Library which had been fur- 
nished by the Di recbr ,  and afterwards v i s i t ed  the Library i t s e l f  and 
had a conference with D r .  Swann. 

The second meeting of the Committee wzs held i n  Xew York on 
hlonday, November 23rd, f o r  conferences with D r .  Flexner, h k .  Maass, and 
Mr. Leidesdorf. 

The Committee wishes f i r s t  of a l l  b place before the Trustees 
the fac t s  concerning the  acquisi t ion of the Library and the terms upon 
which it was acquired. 

1. The Library was purchased from Mr. Gest i n  1936 fo r  the 
sum of $125,000, of which one-half vras paid by the In s t i t u t e  and one- 
half  by the Rockefeller Foundation. The cost of mving the  Library from 
Montreal and from China t o  Princeton, plus $1000 raised by Dr .  Swann 
for  the purchase of a collection of puppets and $2000 addit ional given 
by the Rockefeller Founciition for  the purchase of cer ta in  curios and 
~vorks of a r t ,  bring the  t o t a l  cost up to  $13'7,452.97. In the autumn of 
191J tho Rockefeller Foundation made a further grant of $2500 for  the 
purchase of an index t o  the  Gost Library, which had been compiled and 
printed i n  China by Commander Gi l l is ,  provided tha t  one hundred copios 
of t h i s  index can be transported from China to  the United States.  

2. I&. Gest s ta ted  (and no one doubts his  good f a i t h )  that  
thero were about 130,000 volumes in the l ibrary.  No check was or could 
be mnds a t  the timo of the purch~se,  but when the  volunies were c ? ~ e f u l l y  
counted 5.n the summer of 1041, the ac tua l  number w?.s found to  be approxi- 
mately 105,000. 

3. Tho Library is a t  pr:!scnt housed i n  the basement of 
20 Nassau Stretit in quarters provided f ree  of charge by Princeton Uni- 
versity. J m i t o r  sorvice is also prod.ded by the University, I n s t i t u t e  
expenses fo r  the maintenance of the Library includc sclar ies ,  insurence, 
and incidental  expenses, which for  the ecademic year 19L1-1?!2 vier@ 2s 
follovrs : 

Salary - Dr. Svfenn $3600. 00 
Salary - D r .  Chung 1200.00 
Retirement cllowancc - D r .  Svrmn 180.00 
Insurrnce on books and n r t  objccts h99.66 
Cleric?.l help, books, supplies, otc.  lo31.33 



I,. A t  a mei:-ting held Octobor 13, 1936, D r .  Cancy Lee Swann 
was appointed by the  Trustees t o  be Curator of t he  Library on permanent 
appointment u n t i l  the time of he r  re t i rement  a t  t he  age of 65 (she is 
now 62).  

5. We have concluded t h a t  t h e  i i b r a r y  is t h e  property of the 
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study. The Rockefeller Foundation contr ibuted 
$62,500 towards i ts  acquis i t ion ,  p lus  fi2000 l a t e r  f o r  works of a r t  con- 
nected with t h e  l i b r a r y ,  naming a s  one o f  t he  cor~di t ions  " t h a t  t he  col- 
l ec t ion ,  i f  purchased, remain a t  Princeton Universi ty .'I This condition 
seems t o  t h e  Committee t o  wake it impossible, even if it were deemed 
des i rab le ,  to dispose of the l i b r a r y  away from Princeton without t he  
consent o f  the Univarsity asrwell  a s  of t h e  Rockefeller Foundation; but  
ou r  conclusion i s  t h a t  it does not  c r e a t e  t h e  condit ion o f  j o i n t  owner- 
sh ip  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  between the  I n s t i t u t e  and Princeton University.  

6. After  c a r e f u l  considerat ion o f  t h ?  present  budget o f  the 
Library, it i s  t h e  opinion of t h e  Comi t t ee  th8.t it is impossible t o  
preserve i n  s a f e t y  a co l l ec t ion  so important a s  vre judge t h i s  one t o  
be without Zn expenditure of a sum a t  l e a s t  equal  in a m u n t  t o  t h e  
present  budget. 

7. I n  h i s  l e t t e r  of a7p l i ca t ion  t o  t h e  Rockefeller Foundation, 
dated February 19, 1936, D r .  P l e m e r  indica ted  t h a t  i f  funds, o f  t hc  
a m u n t  subsequently granted, were provided by t h e  Foundation toward t h e  
purchase of t h e  Library, the s a l a r y  o f  t h e  Curator md,  i n  the  course of 
t i n e ,  t he  s a 1 a r i . e ~  o f  one o r  t-fro professors  i n  connection with t h e  
Library would be paid from I n s t i t u t e  funds. 

- 

8. The C o n ~ i t t e e  had the  r.dv?ntage of a conference with 
Dr. Flexner, a t  which t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the foundation of t he  I n s t i t u t e  
and t h e  acqu i s i t i on  of t h e  Library were reviewed i n  d e t a i l  by Dr.  
Flexner. His f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t he  I n s t i t u t e  could go forvierd only  on 
t h e  b a s i s  of confidence i n  i ts own f u t u r e  i?nd t h a t  t h e  Library should 
be he ld  i n  t h i s  s p i r i t .  

The Committee a l so  discussed t h e  problem with Mr. Xaass a d  
Yi. Leidesdorf. The l e g a l  s i t u a t i o n s  and the I n s t i t u t e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
there in ,  which the inves t iga t ions  o f  t h e  Committee had disclosed,  im-  
p e l l e d  them t o  agree with thc  Committee t h a t  t t h r e  i s  no prac t icable  
a l t e r n n t i v e  a t  present open to t he  I n s t i t u t e  but  t he  continued mainte- 
nance of t he  Library a t  approximately t h e  prsent  modest s ca l e .  It was 
f e l t  both by these gentlemen end by t h e  Committee t h a t  it i s  important 
f o r  t he  Trustees to h ~ v e  a c l e a r  w d e r s t m d i n g  of n l l  commitments rrhich 
have been entored i n t o  on t h e i r  behr.lf; +a t h i s  end the  Committee 
z t t zches  t o  t!ll.s repor t  a co l l ec t ion  o f  r e l e v ~ . n t  documents connected 
with the Gcst Li.brcry and suggests  t h a t  they should be ernhdied i n  the  
ll inutes o f  the Trust::os. 

9. In  viem of tho f a c t s  c i t e d  i n  t h i s  repor t ,  it i s  t h e  
unanimous opinion o f  t h e  Committee 'that t h e  .term on vrhich t'ne Library 



was acquired arid th.: commitni?nts a c t u a l l ~  ontcrerl i n t o  on behalf of 
the Trustees requi re  t:lc col;tiriucd mlntenance  o f  t!ie Li.brary f o r  the 
prcs~:nt. Tile Cairnittoe bel-ievcs that i t  is  not possible  t o  reduce 
tha prcscnt  budget. Tilc C o m i t t c e  be l ieves  f u r t h m m r o  t l ~ a t  thi! 
qucst ion o f  a c t i v c  n a r t i c i p a t i o n  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Ori,:ntal s t i tdies  
2nd ldlat i s  t h c  b c s t  use t o  bc made of t he  %st Library cannot bc: 
decided a t  t h i s  t i r n c : ,  but 1n1;st be consic3ercd hy the  Tn1str:cs a t  some 
fu tu re  da te  i n  connection 14cLth o the r  plans f o r  the devclo~rncnt of 
t he  1nst i . tute .  The: Gest Library i s  one of thc: few g rea t  col lcct ioi is  
o f  Chi.ncsc books 3.n t he  United Sta tos ;  tho  r o l e  of Chii:csc s tudios  i n  
Amirisan education and scholarsh ip  promisos t o  be nuch nor;,! important 
i n  the  f u t u r e  than  it has hem i n  tho pzs t  2nd the  responsibility o f  
providing f o r  t ho  adoquato use of t h i s  co l l ec t ion  i s  a se r ious  onc, 

A t  t he  end of t h i s  r epor t  the C o i m i t t e ~  has acldcd t h e  role-  
vant  doc~ments  concerning tllo acqu i s i t i on  o f  t h e  Library by  t h e  I n s t i -  
t u t e ,  toge ther  wi th  a t e n t a t i v e  cs t imtc  of t he  probable cos t  of 
maintaining it ns a center  f o r  research i n  Chi.noso s tud ie s  i n  case 
t h a t  devolopnnent should a t  somo fu ture  t i n e  sccm t o t h c  Trustocs f e a s i b l e  
and des i rab lo .  

EDGAR S. SAI'RLRGLR 
FE?.EY ALLEId IDE 
OS'WALD VEBTLN 



Let ter  of February 19, 1 9 6 ,  from D r .  Flexner to 
Dr. Stovens, malting a p p l i c r t i o n  t o  t h e  Roclcefeller 
Foundction, f o r  a s s i s t cncc  i n  t h e  purchase of t he  Lihrary. 

D r .  F l m c r t s  r epor t  on the subjec t  t o  n j o i n t  mesting 
o f  t h e  Executive and Finance Committses on June 15, 1936, 
?t which time the  purchase of t h e  Library was authorized.  

Copy o f  a l e t t e r  of June 23, 1936, from tho Rockcfeller 
Foundation, ou t l in ing  t h e  terms upon v:hich t h e i r  cofitri- 
bution t o  the  purchasc p r i c e  o f  t h e  Gest Library '~2s made. 

D r .  F l c r a c r t s  report on t h i s  a c t i o n  n t  t h e  meeting o f  t h e  
f i o ~ r d  o f  T r ~ s t ~ ~ s  held  October 13, 1936. 

Fxtro.ct from t h e  minutes of t he  s m e  meeting, October 13, 
1036, 8.uthorizing t h s  a p p o i n b c n t  of D r .  Nancy Leu S~vnnn 
cs Curntor. 

Copy of l e t t o r  o f  app in tmcn t  from D r .  Fiexner t o  D r .  
Swnn, :J,?.ted October 15 ,  1936 

Necessaqr s t c p s  f o r  th; c s t z b l i s h n ~ n t  o f  i. rcscarch 
l i b r a ~ y  f o r  Or ionto l  S tudies  et thc I n s t i t u t e .  

Lotter  from D r .  Wright concerning the  expcrienco o f  t he  
Iiuntington Library. 



February 19, 1936 

Dear I h c t o r  Stevens: 

?h. Guion 11. Gest has f o r  many years,  a s  you know, been 
engaged i n  co l l ec t ing  a l i b r a r y  o f  Chinese l i t e r a t u r e .  A s  you w i l l  
see from the  enclosed copy o f  a l e t t e r  m i t t e n  by ?ti. E m e l ,  Chief 
o f  the Division of O r i e n t a l i a  o f  t h e  Library o f  Congress, I ,  Ges t ' s  
collecti .on is o f  unique importance. It@ main concern i s  tha-t  it 
should not be sca t t e red ,  f o r  it could never be brought together  
again, and probably no l i b r a r y  exac t ly  s imi l a r  could aga in  be assem- 
bled. hbanwhile, American i n t e r e s t  i n  the Orient is  increasing and 
wi th in  a period riot f a r  d i s t a n t  we s h a l l  be in d i r e  need of men 
t r a ined  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e s  and languages o f  t h e  Or ien ta l  nat ions.  
I f  Ilarvard, Yale, o r  Chicago orere i n  pos i t i on  t o  acqui re  t h i s  l i b r a r y  
o r  i f  McGill wore i n  pos i t ion  t o  kecp It, I should w i l l i n g l y  withdraw. 
Inasmuch, however, a s  it appears t h a t  nonc of tiiem is  f o r  t he  moment 
able t o  acquire  2nd develop it and inasmuch a s  Princeton has a l ready 
developed an  admirable depnrtmont o f  Chinese a r t  ~ 6 t h  vhich it could 
be a f f i l i a t e d ,  I should l i k e  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study to 
possess it. It would enable us t o  a n a t u r c l  extension i n  the 
f i e l d  of t h e  h w n i t i e s ,  t hus  extending o u r  cooperation wi th  Prince- 
ton Universi ty.  This nioulcl iirvolvs not only  purchase o f  the books 
valued a t  $135,000 by I,*. Gest, but  housing them, the s a l a r y  o f  a 
curator ,  :nd i n  caul-se o f  time tho s e h r i e s  of one o r  tm professors  - 
n t o t a l  o f  probably 8500,000 u l t imate ly .  The I n s t i t u t e  lins r i g i d l y  
pursued the  pol icy  o f  conserving its c a p i t a l  f o r  s a l a r i e s  and from 
t h i s  po l i cy  we have made no departure and s h a l l  make none. Indeed, 
every year  we have added something t o  surplus aga ins t  a "rainy day,,'# 
I am the re fo re  in the  pos i t i on  o i  having t o  r a i s e  $135,000 f o r  t he  
purchase o f  t he  books, provided no o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n  ac t s .  

I be l ieve  t h a t  I can r e i s e  from personal f r i ends  o r  other- 
wise $50,000 o r  $60,000, though I have a s  y e t  no absolu te  assurance 
on t h i s  poin t .  The annual ly recurr ing  sums needed f o r  sal?.ries, e t c . ,  
w i l l  be pa id  from our income. As you w i l l  no t ice  from Pr inc ipa l  
hQrgants l e t t e r ,  copy of which I enclose, Apr i l  30, 1936, is t h e  
deadline. 

I s h a l l  be gled t o  have your opinion a s  t o  the p s s i b i l i t y  
of cooperation on t h e  p a r t  of t he  Rockefeller Foundation i n  the  
i n i t i a l  step of acquiring tho  col loc t ion .  

Very si-ncerely yours,  

( S i ~ n ~ d )  Abmhm Flexner 
Dr. David 13, Stevens 
General Education Bond  
New York City 



Extrac t  from !<!inutes of a j o i n t  meeting o f  t h e  Executive and Finance 
Committees of The I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study held June 15, 1936. 

The Director  s t a t e d  t h a t  up t o  t h i s  time t h e  I n s t i t u t e  had 
r e l i e d  almost wholly on the Pr5.nceton Universi ty Library and i t s  s t a f f  
and t h e  l i b r a r i e s  i n  Fine Hel l  and EJcCormick Hall ,  f o r  t he  use of 
which the  I n s t i t u t e  had made no payment whatsoever. Such books a s  the 
I n s t i t u t e  had acquired have been incorporated i n  t h e  Princeton Univer- 
s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  the I n s t i t u t e  bookplates have been i n s e r t e d  i n  them, 
and a separa te  card catalogue made. fie f l ~ r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were c e r t a i n  gaps i n  t h e  Princeton Universi ty Libra.ry which could not 
be f i l l e d  except a t  very g rea t  expense unless  from t i n e  t o  time advan- 
tage nras taken o f  o p ~ o r t u n i t i e s  t o  purchase co l l ec t ions  whi.ch happened 
t o  be thrown upon t h e  market. It chanced a t  t h i s  time t h a t  !?r. G. ?I. 
Gest of ?Jew York City, who had spent  a l i f e t i m e  i n  the  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
an  Or ien ta l  Library which he had expected t o  bestow a s  a g i f t  upon 
some i n s t i t u t i o n  of learn inz ,  urns of.ferj.ng it f o r  s a l e  a t  apnroximetely 
$130,000 becs.use he d id  not fen1  f i n a n c i a l l y  a h l c  t o  give it, a s  he 
had intended. Careful inqui ry  had been made of un ive r s i ty  l i b r a r i a n s  
i n  t h e  United Stati!s and of ?ir. I!wnmel, ch ief  of t he  Division o f  
Oricnta. l ia  i n  the Li.bra~y of Congress, which co l l ec t ion  i s  by eeneral  
consent rcgorded as  the f i n e s t  i n  t h i s  country deal ing with the Oriont.  
?$r. Hummel h ~ d  expressed tho opinion t h a t  next to t he  collection i n  
the  Library of Coneress the Gost c o l l s c t i o n  vras t h e  bes t  i n  America. 
and perhaps i n  t h e  world. lie had f u r t h e r  explained t h a t  he and h5.s 
assoc ia tes  had been eager t o  have Congress make an a p ~ r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  
i t s  purchase so  t h a t  it could be added t o  t h e  Congressional Library 
but  tinat t h e i r  e f f o r t s  had f a i l e d .  The Cirec tor  s t a t e d  t h a t  conditional 
upon the  f r e e  use of t h e  co l l ec t ion  by the advanced worllers a t  Prince- 
ton  Univers i ty  a.nd t h e  advanced workers of t he  I n s t i t u t e  - a p rac t i ce  
which p reva i l s  i n  both Fine He l l  and E:cCormiclc Hall  - t h e  Rockefeller 
Found,?tion was prepared t o  grant  t he  I n s t i t u t e  a sum of not exceeding 
$62,500, which it was hoped viould represent  approx im~te ly  one ha l f  o f  
t he  cos t  of the l i b r a r y .  

On motion, an  wpropr i a t ion  o f  an equal amount i n  order  t o  
procure t h e  Gest Or ienta l  Librriry ws m d e .  
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ThT ROCKEFELLER FO!JLX)ATION 
L9 West L9th S t r e e t  

New York 

June 23, 1936 

?$ dear ?.W. Flexner: 

I have the  honor t o  inform you t h a t  a t  a meeting o f  t h e  

Executive Committee of The Rockefel ler  Foundation he ld  June 12,  

1936, t he  following ac t ion  wes taken: 

RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  sum of Sixty-two thous~.nd f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  
RF 36107 ($62,500), o r  a s  much thereof  a s  may be necessary, be, 

and it i s  hereby, appropriated t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
Advanced Study, Princeton, Mew Jersey, towards t h e  cos t  
of t h e  p u r c k s e  by tho  I n s t i t u t e  o f  t he  Gest Chinese 
Rssc?.rch Library, upon conditions t h a t  tho I n s t i t u t e  
sccure'from o the r  sources t h e  balance of such cos t  and 
a t  l e a s t  ha l f  thereof ,  and upon the f u r t h e r  condit ion 
t h a t  t he  co l l ec t ion  if purchased remain a t  Prj.nceton 
University.  

When rre have received no t i ce  of favorable a c t i o n  by t h e  

I n s t i t u t e  with regard t o  the  condit ions s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  resolu- 

t i on ,  we sshsll be prepared t o  make payment upon the I n s t i t u t e ' s  

request.  

Very t r u l y  yours, 

(Sizned) Norma S. Thompson 

1 .  Abraham F l e m e r  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Secre tary  



Extrac t  from the Report of the Director  i n  the Minutes of t h e  
Regular i leeting o f  t he  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study, held October 13, 
1936. 

I am happy t o  r epor t  t o  the  e n t i r e  Board a c t i o n  taken by 
the  Executive Cornnittee a t  a meeting he ld  on June 1.5, 1b. G. ).I. 
Gest of WPW York h7s devoted a l a r g e  p a r t  of h i s  l i f e  t o  the  collec- 
t i o n  of an Or ien ta l  l i b r a r y ,  which i n  t h e  judgment of t h e  Librar ian 
of Congress and h i s  assoc ia tes  is  next t o  t h e  co l l ec t ion  i n  the  Library 
of Congress t h e  most valuable i n  t h e  United S ta t e s .  I f  a co l l ec t ion  of 
t h i s  kind brought together  by t h e  enthusiasm and se l f - sac r i f i ce  of an 
ind iv idua l  during h i s  vf'ole l i f e t i m e  should once be s c a t t e r e d  a t  an 
auc t ion  s a l e  it could never be assembled a t  any cost .  Xr. Gest found 
himself i n  a pos i t i on  it became necessary f o r  him t o  p a r t  with 
it. He knerr t h a t  j.t was from a f i n a n c i a l  p i n t  of view i n v ~ . l i a b l e ,  
but  he a l s o  r ea l i zed  t h a t  under exj.stl.ng c i r c m t 7 n c e s  no h e r i c a n  
un ive r s i ty  could Day f o r  it what it a c t u z l l y  cost .  He was wi l l i ng  to 
dispose of it t o  the  I n s t i t u t e  o r  t o  any o f  t h e  g rea t  u n i v e r s i t i z s  a t  
a pr ice  which vould leave him enoixh t o  l i v e  on during the r e s t  of 
h i s  l i f e  i n  a modest way. Towards t h i s  p r i ce ,  $125,000, t he  Rockefel.ler 
Foundation g l ad ly  subscribed one ha l f ,  2nd I have hopes that the  o ther  
ha l f  ??ill bc supnlied from another source. There have been c e r t a i n  
necessary expenses o f  a minor kind connected wi th  t ranspor t ing  the  
Library f r o a  EKcGill University,  I'lontrcal, where it was housed, t o  
Princeton, and it a l s o  e s s e n t i a l  t o  cmplop f o r  i t s  care a curator ,  
who is a Chinese scholar .  D r .  Nancy Lee S~vann, who has a Columbia 
Universi ty doctorate  i n  Chinese s tud ie s  and who has l i ved  f o r  twelve 
years  i n  China, was cura tor  o f  t h e  Library while it was i n  FJontreal. 
She is a s p e o i a l i s t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  Chinese s tud ie s .  She is  the  
author  of many papers and a book e n t i t l e d  "Pan Chao: Foremost Woman 
S c h o l ~ r  of China," which was published on t h e  bas i s  of an  .award of t he  
American H i s t o r i c a l  Association. She has f l u e n t  mastery of t h e  Chinese 
language and has a n  extensive knowledge of i ts l i t e r a t u r e .  She h ~ s  
come t o  Princeton and is  engaged i n  completing the catalogue, an 
arduous t a s k  which w i l l  r equi re  seve ra l  years.  I suggest t h a t  h e r  re- 
muneration be f o r  t he  present  f ixed  a t  $250.03 a month plus the  sum 
necessary t o  p lace  her  on the Teachers Annuity l ist.  Cnreful study of 
t he  budqet leads me t o  be l ieve  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  amount can a lso  be 
ca r r i ed  by t h e  rev ised  budget voted on June 15 .  Thc acqu i s i t i on  of 
t he  Gcst Library h r s  been e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  received by t h e  Princeton 
humanists and by Or ien ta l  s tudents  throughout the  country. It should 
be a source o f  grna t  pleasure t o  the  I n s t i t u t e  t h z t  v:e hzve thus boon 
enabled to makc t o  Princeton some r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  1incxamp1::d g c m r o s i t y  
2nd h o s p i t a l i t y  which hps been shorm t o  our f a c u l t y  2nd workcrs by the  
Univ::rsity l i b r p r i z n ,  a s s i s t m t s ,  end by lfjss Shiclds,  th:: l i b r a r i a n  
:..t Flnc :-I<q.ll. 
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Extract  from the  li inutes o f  the Regular ?feeting of the Tns t i tu t e  
f o r  Advanced Study, he ld  October 13, 1936. 

The Director  made the  follolniing nominations, reconmending 

1. That D r .  Edward Capps be appointed Vi s i t i ng  Pro- 
f e s so r  i n  t h e  School o f  Ilumanistic Studies f o r  one year,  
beginning October 1, 1936, with an honorarium o f  $200.00 
a m n t h .  

On motion, the nomination of Dr .  Edward Capps a s  Vi s i t i ng  

Professor i n  t h e  School o f  Iiumanistic Studies  was approved. 

2. That D r .  Het ty Goldman be appointed Professor  i n  
the  School of Ihunanistic Studies ,  beginning November 1, 
1936, wi th  an honorarium of $200.00 a month. 

On motion, the nomination o f  D r .  Hetty Goldman a s  Pro- 

fessor  i n  t h e  School o f  l!umanistic Studies  was approved. 

3. That Dr.Nancy Lee Swann be appointed Curator of 
t he  Gest Or i en ta l  Library i n  t h e  School o f  Humanistic 
S tudies ,  beginning October 1, 1936; t h a t  he r  s a l a r y  be 
f ixed  a t  <;3,000.00 a year,  of which she w i l l  cont r ibute  
5% t o  thc Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of 
America, th.5 I n s t i t u t e  cont r ibut ing  an equal sum monthly; 
that, unless  he r  term o f  apmintment is prolonged by 

. ~nutuql  conscnt, she r e t i r e  ?.t 65 years o f  age. 

On motion, t h e  nomination of D r .  Nancy Lee Swann a s  

Curatoi- of the Gest Or i en ta l  Library i n  t h e  School of Humanistic 

Studios was approved. 
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Copy of l e t t e r  of appointment of D r .  Svmnn 

October 15, 1936 

Dr. Nancy Lee Swann 
20 Nassau Street  
Princeton, New Jersey 

Lfy  dear Dr. Swann: 

I have pleasure i n  informing you tha t  a t  a meeting of 

the Trustees of the Ins t i tu te  fo r  Advanced Study held on October 13, 

1036, you were appointed Curator of the Gest Oriental Library i n  

the School of Humanistic Studies o f  the Ins t i tu te ,  bepinning 

October 1, 1936, a t  a sa lary of "3,000 per annum, of 'rhich you  rill 

contribute 5% t o  the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of 

America, the Ins t i tu te  contributing an equal sum monthly, and unless 

your term of appointment i s  prolonged by mutual consent, you w i l l  

r e t i r e  a t  65 years of age. 

Very t r u l y  yours, 

(Signed) Abraham Flexner 

Director 

Note: Dr. Strnnnts s a l a ry  was increased on July 1, 1937, to  $3,600 

Der year. 
F. A. 
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Necessary s t e p s  f o r  t h e  establishment of a research 
l i b r a r y  f o r  O r i e n t a l  s tud ie s  a t  t he  I n s t i t u t e  

I n  order  to  enable scho1a.r~ t o  use t o  advantage the  o l d  and 
r a r e  works which cons t i t u t e  t h e  Gest Library, it vrould be necessary 
t o  purchase modern scho la r ly  and c r i t i c a l  works, both books and 
per iodica ls ,  which m u l d  probably amount, over a period of t en  years ,  
t o  an expenditure equal  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  cos t  of t he  Gest Library. 
In  t h i s  respec t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Huntington Library i n  California  
i s  p e r t i n e n t  m d  the Committee has based t h i s  statement upon a care- 
f u l  s tudy of t h e  experience o f  t h e  Fiuntington as  furnished by D r .  
Wright. 

I n  addit ion,  t he  Coimnittec! f e e l s  very s t rong ly  t h a t  t he  
I n s t i t u t e  should t,.ke advsntage of t he  f a c t  t h a t  the p r i ce l e s s  
t r easu res  o f  t h e  Peking L ib rz r r~  a r e  now on depos i t  a t  t h e  Library0.f  
Congress and nre being microfilmed. A s e t  of these  f i lms.ooi i ld .pe 
obtnined a t  n moderntc cos t ,  probcbly no t  excccding $5,000, 2nd they  
\ ~ o u l d  add g r c a t l y  t o  t h e  vzlwe o f  tho  Gest co l lec t ion .  

It would be nscessnry, .in addi t ion ,  t o  provide (a) a bui lding 
f o r  t h e  Library, which 1vo11ld probably cos t  not l e s s  than $100;000 and 
not more than $200,000; (b) funds f o r  an ndeqw-te l i b r n r y  s t a f f ;  (c )  
s a l a r i e s  of two o r  th ree  professors  and st ipends f o r  a small group o f  
young scholnrs .  

It i s  the  opinion o f  t h e  Committee t h a t  t he  co l l ec t ion  could 
be m.intc.ined a s  R research l i b r a r y  f o r  t he  sum of $50,000 per  yenr 
2nd t h c t  t he  add i t ion  of another  $50,000 per  year would enable the  
I n s t i t u t e  t o  operate  a School o f  Oriei l ta l  Studies  o f  high q u c l i t y  
though small s i z e .  The Committee ca.lls t he  c t t e n t i o n  o f  t he  Trustees 
t o  these  s teps ,  in the  first place, because o f  its sense of t he  
poss ib le  fu ture  import2nce o f  Chinese s tud ie s  i n  the United S t a t e s  
and, i n  the  second place, because o f  i t s  conviction t h a t  without t he  
expendituras indicated f o r  e building,  f o r  modern books, ~ n d  f o r  a 
l i b r a r y  s t ~ f f ,  adequate use of .the Gest co l l ec t ion  f o r  scholar ly  pur- 
poses mould not be possible .  
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HENRY E. HUXTINGTON LIBRARY R?Il ART GALLERY 

San Ekxino, California 

November 5, 1942 

Dr.  Xk. Aydelotte: 

In 1927 when the Library was first opened as a research 
i n s t i t u t i on  it had only a small and inadequate l i b r a ry  of reference 
books. From the moment t ha t  the Library began to gather a research 
s ta f f  it was apparent that  an adequate working collection would be 
necessary. One of the first duties that Davies and I performed on 
arr iving a t  the Library was t o  s e t  to  work to  make recommendations 
and t o  buy books in the f i e l d  of English and American civil ization- 
the province of t h i s  ins t i tu t ion .  In t h a t  area we concentrated 
f i r s t  upon the English Renaissance. Latterly, we have t r i e d  t o  de- 
velop the secondary works i n  the American f i e ld .  

m e n  I arrived i n  1931 I estimated t h a t  a scholar in my 
f i e l d  would f ind  here fewer than t h i r t y  per cent of the reference 
books needed for  any so r t  of consistent research. Now it is very 
ra re ly  t ha t  I have t o  order a book from the Library of Congress o r  
elsewhere. In other words, i n  a l i t t l e  more than ten years we have 
made t h i s  an extremely e f f i c i en t  l i b r a ry  within the l imits  of i ts  
collections of r a r e  books and manuscripts. 

Now for  s t a t i s t i c s .  In 1927 we had a nucleus of some 
140,000 t i t l e s .  Most of these were rarebooks and some were dupli- 
cates. Mixed with the ra re  books, however, there were some se t s ,  
c r i t i c a l  texts,  biographies, and general histories,  tha t  we l a t e r  
transferred t o  the  reference l ibrary.  The ra re  took collection now 
has about 152,000 t i t l e s  and the reference collection consists of 
approximtely 98,000 t i t l e s .  Vie have rounded out our collections 
and have added the necessary reference books a t  a cost of something 
under $100,000 during the past  twelve years. We have been fortunate 
in receiving some useful  g i f t s  and i n  buying a few collections l i ke  
the Tout l ibrary,  which supplemented material here. 

Before we found it necessary t o  economize, the  Trustees 
were will ing to make special  appropriations of from $10,000 to  
$15,000 a year fo r  the purchase of reference books i n  our various 
f ie lds .  For the  past four  o r  f i ve  years, however, our fund for  the 
purchase of new books (including current periodicals) has consisted 
of about $5,000 a year. 

PJe are s t i l l  weak i n  co l la te ra l  l i t e r a tu re  i n  foreign 
languages, needed to support the English and American f ic lds .  IVe 
ought to  have adequate collcctions, f o r  example, i n  French, I ta l ian,  
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Spanish, and Seman Renaissance works. Ve, of course, have modern 
scholar l~r  t r ea t i s e s  i n  those languages but we need contemporary 
Renaissance te::ts and other materials tha t  support our English 
collection. To i l l u s t m t e ,  we often have magnificent English trans- 
la t ions  from foreign languages but we do not have the or iginals  from 
which those translations were made. 

I imagine t ha t  your problem w i l l  be somewhat more dif- 
f i c u l t  than ours because a great  dea l  of the secondary material  t ha t  
you w i l l  need t o  buy w i l l  be of Continental authorship and publica- 
t ion.  As you, of course, know, it is m r e  expensive and more dif-  
f i c u l t  t o  procure Continental things, even under ordinary circum- 
stances, than it i s  to  buy books on American and English themes. 

Our data fo r  the ear lv  period of the Library is mt very 
exact and I cannot give you precise f igures but I hope th i s  infor- 
mation w i l l  be helpful. During the ear ly  days there was constant 
s i f t i n g  and se l l ing  of duplicates-a process which s t i l l  goes on to  
some degree. Lir. Iiuntington bought h o l e  l ib ra r ies  and the problem 
of the  s t a f f  was t o  sift  out the duplicntes and s e l l  them of f .  Hence 
it i s  impossible t o  t e l l  precisely a t  any pcrt icular time how many 
separate, permnent t i t l e s  the  L i b r ~ r y  r ea l l y  had. 

I f  I can dig up any other informztion thnt v r i l l  be helpful  
pleese l e t  me know. 

Faithfully yours, 

(Signed) Louis B. Wright 

D r .  Frank Aydelotte 
In s t i t u t e  fo r  Advanced Study 
Princeton, Few Jersey 



Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

T?le i r e p r t  of the Committee on the Gest Library, which 
you have been kind enough t o  show me, is admirable and disposes of 
the problem of the Gest Libra* not only fo r  the present but for  a l l  
time and s e t t l e s  the policy which every ins t i tu t ion  of learning must 
follow i n  accepting g i f t s  germane t o  i ts  broad purposes and i n  making 
purchases of valuable collections t ha t  may come on the  market if the  
Ins t i tu te  i s  i n  position to acquire them. 

I am tvritirig you w h a t  I should say ??ere I physically able 
to attend the  meeting, and I t r u s t  t ha t  t h i s  expression of my views 
may be inserted i n  the minutes fo r  the benefit  of future t rus tees  and 
perhaps of future directors. Those responsible fo r  the development 
of an i n s t i t u t i on  of learning must possess three characterist ics:  
(1) vision, without being visionary; (2) fa i th ,  without blindness; 
(3) courago, without recklessness. A t  the dedication of N d  Hall, 
Mr. !haass declared, "This building embodies a dream come true." 
That dream I had cherished for  f i f t e en  years before 1930, and it was 
expounded i n  the book en t i t l ed  11- 

Ge~man.~~ M r .  Banberger and LYs. N d  caught the vision. They pos- 
sessed f a i t h  and courage. They saw the possibi l i ty  of taking a s tep  
forward and up~arard i n  higher education and founded the  In s t i t u t e  i n  
order to  real ize  the  vision, but vis ion alone i s  not enough. It 
must be accompanied by f a i t h  and courage. I have f a i t h  i n  the idea, 
f a i t h  i n  the Founders, f a i t h  i n  the foundations, f a i t h  in the Ameri- 
can people. The nation tha t  has developed from almost nothing Har- 
vard, Yale, Princeton, the Rockefeller Ins t i tu te ,  and other ins t i -  
tutions of learning is not going t o  l e t  temporary obstructions and 
d i f f i cu l t i e s  defeat the "super-university idea" embodied i n  the 
Ins t i tu te  for  Advanced Study. 

To take one i l l u s t r a t i on  out of mny, look a t  the Johns 
Hopkins University. There w2.s not a graduate school i n  the country 
when in  1076 the Johns Hopkins in temporery quarters - jus t  l ike  our 
Ins t i tu te  i n  Princeton - threw open i ts  doors. There was a small 
but distinguished faculty. Said a m i t e r  o f  t ha t  day, " I f  i n  f i f t y  
years the Johns Hopkins produces one - sc i en t i s t  or scholsr o f t h e  
f i r s t  the g i f t  of hl r .  Hopkins w i l l  be jus t i f i ed  ten times 
over." 'Jfe ccennot stop a t  any moment t o  ask ourselves what scholnrs 
and sc i en t i s t s  are doing, whether the resu l t s  w i l l  be useful and 
pract ical  or not. 'ire must have f a i t h  t h a t  science and learning 
w i l l  i n  course of  time be jus t i f i ed  i f  the t rus tees  and the director  
o f  an ins t i tu t ion  of learning h?ve vision, fa i th ,  and courage. 



I11 1885 President Gilman appointed Dr. Welch professor 
of patho1o.w and dean of the medical school that  he hoped t o  establish.  
He did . not have one pennx with which to  start a ~ e d i c a l  school, but he 
had f a i t h  tha t ,  i f  the r igh t  men were brought together, the money would 
be forthcoming and he had f a i t h  that ,  i f  the r igh t  men were brought 
together i n  the  long run - he did not know how long - the resu l t s  would 
be worth any sum invested t o  obtain them. Dr .  Belch shared his  vision, 
fa i th ,  and courage. H i s  colleagues i n  Mew York urged him t o  decline 
on the ground tha t  Ba l t imre  was the  wrong place and tha t  i n  any event 
there was no mney. He went t o  Aal t imre  none the less .  In  the course 
of a few years President Gilman had raised $400,000, and with t h i s  sum 
the Medical School s ta r ted  with what proved in course of twenty years 
to be the most d i s t i n p i s h e d  medical facul ty  ever assembled i n  t h i s  
country o r  i n  Europe - Dr. Welch himself, Dr .  Osler, D r .  Halsted, Dr .  
Kelly, Dr .  Mall, D r .  Howell, D r .  A-bel. Ishat ~ o u l d  have happened to 
American medicine i f  Dr .  1fJelch and President Gilman had not possessed 
fa i th ,  d.sion, and courage, fo r  neither of them could possibly have 
guessed tha t  within the l ifbtime of Dr. Telch, the f i r s t  dean, the en- 
cloyanent of the Johns Hopkins 1;ledical School rnthout reference to  the 
Johns Hopkins Iiniversity or the  Johns iiopltins Hospital would have leapt 
from nothing to  something l i k e  f i f t e e n  millions. 

So rapid xas 5.ts success t ha t  fk. Rockefeller became interested 
and raised the question as t o  whether the time had not come t o  establish 
an i n s t i t u t e  fo r  medical research. Beginning tentatively,  he gave 
$200,000 to  be spent. 15 brother was selected as the f i r s t  director a t  
the beginning of t h i s  century. After a few years IZr. Roc1:efeller alone 
had given 660,000,000 to  the  Rockefeller Ins t i tu te  fo r  lbdical  Xesearch, 
and many g i f t s  have also come from outsiders. It has become the most 
productive ins t i tu t ion  for  medical research i n  the whole world. 

If the idea underlying the Ins t i tu te  fo r  Advanced Study is 
sound, as  you and I believe it is, then the &st Library should be 
maintained a t  any cost, and every possible addition to it in  any f i e l d  
of learning o r  science shoilld be acquired i f  i t  come as a g i f t  o r  has 
t o  be acquired by purchase. To surrender that Library now, even as- 
suming tha t  we can legally and morally do so, muld  be a blow t o  the 
Ins t i tu te  from which it might never recover. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Abraham Flexner 

D r .  Frank Aydelotte 
The In s t i t u t e  fo r  Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jorsey 


