
MINUTES OF REGULAR ~!EETING OF 

THE INSTITll'n FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

October 14, 1940 

A regular meeting of the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced study 

was held at Fuld Hall, Princeton, Ne", Jersey, on I\onda,y, October 14, 1940, i't 

2:30 p.m. 

Present: Messrs •. Aydelotte, Edgar S. Bamberger, Louis Bamberger, 

Flexner, Friedenwald. Roughton, Leidesdorf, Ma~ss, Riefler.Rosenwald, Ste"'art, 

Veblen, and Weed. 

Absent and excused: l'essrs. Carrel. I)Quglas, Rardin. and f.!rs. Fuld. 

The Chairman, l!r. Houghton, pree1ded. 

The minutes of the meeting held on May 13. 1940, ~.ving been distributed, 

their reading was dhpensed with, and they were approved after the adoption of 

the. follo",ing resolution: 

RESOLVED, That the minutes of the meeting of the Board of 
Trustees h~ld on May 13, 1940, bo and hereby are amended, by omitting 
on page 1 the words "wi th th~ fo11o .. ing exception" e.nd l!Illking a new 
paragraph. SO as to read as follows: 

The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee 
held on March 29, 1940, were approved. 

Mr. Rardin stated that tbE' '::'rustees had been doubtful 
about the advisability of building duplex houses and the m~mbers of 
the faculty concerned had now abandoned the plan. He ther~fore 
ooved that the action of the Executiv~ Committee approving the duplex 
housing plan be rescinded, whereupon the motton was unanimously carried. 

In the absence of Mr. Hardin, Chairman of the Finance Commit tee. 

Mr. L~idcsdorf made the following report: 

The budget for the year ended June 30, 1940, Yas estimated at 

$358.480.00, but the actual expenditures were $354,665.00. The budget for 
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the current year was estimated at $457.200.00, an increese of $99,001).00 

over the preceding budget. The income from endowment for 1939-1940 was 

$329.000.00 so that it is placed at $330,000.00 for the current academic year. 

We have added the l1b:'ary appropriation of $25,000.00, pension fWld of 

$12.000.00, Rockefeller Foundation appropriation of $35,000.00, ~~r. Bamberger's 

equivalent contribution of $35.000.00, the Carnegie Corporation of New York 

$14,200.00, the American Committee for International Studies $6,000.00, making 

a total of $457,200.00, "ith a contingent fund of $5.800.00 in the budget. 

Ur. Leidesdorf reported the recommendation of the Budget Comittee 

that for the year, 1941-1942, minimum amounts for stipends for Mch school be 

resFrved as follows: 

School of Economics and Politics 
School of Humanistic Studies. 
School of V.athematics 

$12,500.00 
10.000.00 
15,000.00 

This action is advisable in order that the award of stipends may be 

wisely made over a period of several months. 

On motion, the report was accepted and ordered to be placed on file. 

The attention of the Trustees was called to a communication received 

from the National Newark & Essex Banking Company of Newark, New Jersey, 

referring to a trust established by Louis Bamberger under a Deed of Trust 

da.ted June 25, 1937, to the said ~ational Newark & Essox Banking Company and 

Walter H. Farrier, as Trustees, under the tprms of which one Jonas D. Bamberger 

was one of the life tenants and to the fact that the said Jonas D. Bamberger 

died on August 10, 1940, and that pursuant to the terms and provisions of the 

said Der.d of Trust the Institute for Advanced Study-Louie Bamberger and ~!rs. 

Fellx Fuld Foundation, by reason of th.., death of said Jonas D. BAl!lb~rg~.r, is 

enti tled to recei va three-ninths (3/9) of the original principal of the said 

trust, togcth~r with a like proportion of the accumulated income theroon 



(!,resentl)' t:"'r()e-ei~hths .(3/8) of thp. romaining corpus due to a prior dis-

tribution of one-ninth (1/9»; that the l1ational newark & Essex Banking 

Company and Walter S. Far!'ier, as Trustees under the said Deed of Trust, had 

pre.sented to the lnsti tute for Advanced Study an accounting of said trust, 

showing that the Institute for Advanced Study is no" entitled to receive 

$1',000.00 face value City of Elizabeth 4-1/4s of 1948 at a current market 

value of $5,737.50; $5,000.00 face value City of Elizabeth 4-1/4s of 1949 

at a curr<nt market value of $5,793.75; $5,000.00 face value Town of Irving-

ton 4-1/2s of 1948 at a curnnt market value of $5,831.25; $20,000.00 face 

value TOI<!l of Irvington 4-1/2s of 1949 at a current market value of $23,550.00; 

$7,000.00 fa.ce v"lue City of Ne,., York 4-1/28 of 1952 at a current market value 

of $7,980.00, aggregating $48,892.50, togethe.r with cash corpus of $888.06, 

three-eighths of the accrued income arnolUlting to $449.69 and three-eighths 

of the income on. hand amounting to $95.44, or a tot".l 8€gregate of $50,325.69, 

NOW, THEaEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Institute for 
Advanced Study-Louis BnnbergAr A.!ld I!rs. Felix :5'uld Foundation, a cor­
poration organized and existing under thc laws of the State of lrel<1 
Jorsey, accept the ...roresaid distribution from the said Trllstc>es 
undor the SA.id Deed of Trust, and that thr- Treae,urcr b" and he hereby 
is Author'i zed, in behalf of said lnsti tutc for Advancod Stud:r-Louis Bam­
berger and l!rs. Felix Fuld l!'oundation, to execute such form of release 
as he may apryrove, against delivery to him of the securities and/or 
cash distributable to the said Institute for Advanced StlWy under the 
said Deed of Trust. 

It Was stated that the an.nual incom~ from this deed of trust would 

be a.pproximat ely $2, QOO. Of). 

On motion, a vote of thanks was extended to Mr. Bamberger for 

this gift. 

~r. Ilaass, Chairman of the CODlni ttee on :Buildings and Grounds, 

reported that the faculty "ould assess themselves a certain amount to t~~e 

care of arrangEments for luncheons on the fourth floor of Fuld Hall, the 
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dining-room e.nd privata d.ining-room being '.,~ed for this purpose. The 

estinuto of th~ Hegeman-Harris Company for completing tho fo'~th floor was 

$24, SOO.OI). A new plan calle(\. ~or finishIng the dining.-room in pine, tjle 

rest in plaster, end an estimate of $18,000.00 was received, including in 

addition finishing tho floor and equipping the kitchen, the work to be co~ 

pleted in six weo~s. It was pointed out that the eompletion of the fourth 

floor ",o'lld also enable the Insti tute to house the Leagup of ~at1ons in a 

more satisfactoty manner. 

On motion, the Committee on !u11dings end Grounds was authorized 

to proceed in accordance "i th the report l!III.d.B by Hr. H"",ss. 

The report of the Director WfiS preeented-and, on motion, was accepted 

Md ordered to be incorporated in the min11te·s of the meeting. Thh report 

(which is reproduced in full as an appondix to theBo minutes) covered the 

happenings of the ".cademic 700r a"d the rapid development of the 11 brarr 

during tho last six months. Amplifying the rC'port of the ~get Commi ttee, 

the Dircctor outlined thp means ~ which the deficits of the last t..n years 

had been ended and the budget brought into bl'.lanca by dona.ted income from 

Mr. Bamberger and the various foundations. He commented briefly on the 

renovation of Oldon Y.anorAnd th~ proposed finishing of the fourth floor of 

:Fuld It.'\11; he lIIE'ntioned the "'ar ,·'ork no ... being undertl'.k~n by vl\rious mrmbcrs 

of the Institute faculty, and described in detail the negoU.,tlons lending to 

the r~moval frolll Gen~va to Princeton of certain members of the ~conomlc and 

Financil'.l Section of the LOfl.gnc of Nations who arC! now carrying on their work 

at the Institute. 

In the discueqion which enSiled Mr. lloDer chl'rl\ctllrized the 

invi tat10n to thp tCChniCll.l sections of the Lc".gu.e as the most illlJlorta.nt " 
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""d drl'lJ7l"tic I'pisodc in the history of the Incti tute p.nd expressGd hl"1sclf 

AS deeply gratified and moved by the COurA.gl', skill, good sens€', and clear-

heRdodl'lcss >lith ,.htch thr rnt1r~ incidpnt "'-'s "'''naged bJ th~ Director s.ided 

by Mr. Swe~ts"r, Mr. Hambro, I'r. Ste"/'I.rt, I1Ild I~r. Ri€'flcor. Hr. Flexner 

bl'l1ev(]s thl'.t tho presence of th~se r£'presentAtives of the Lene;up will <'nor-

1!10usly strengthen thE Insti tut. nnd add to its usefulness •• hen the "/tr is 

over. He proposed the folloving resolution "hich W"B unani"!ously "dopted: 

RESOLVED, That Messrs. Hambro and Sweetser be formally 
and officially thanked for their efforts in bringing the Economic 
and Financial Section of the Leao~e of ~ations from Geneva to the 
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. 

Mr. FlaY-nar commented in some detail on th~ fine.ncial section of the 

Director's report and endorse·d the "''101f' systf'1ll of stipends ae of the utmost 

importanCe. ~r idea of grp~ting stinend~ WBS a suggestion of Professor Veblen 

who desN'vc-d rntir<' credi t for that Found idea. l·r. Fleynp.r alBO pAid a warm 

tribute to the pbility and dtvotion of th~ secretarial staff of tho Institut~ 

and exprf'ssed the opinion th"t the mernoc.rs of t t should be more liberally 

rntlll.neretcd wh"n the f1llP.ncial si t1lP.t1on warr!Ulted it. 

The Director stated that ProfE'ssor )~i trany had requested that his 

leave of 9.bsence be continued during 1940-1941. that 1 t "ould be difficult for 

him to leave England because he is an lng11sh c1tizen, and that he was doing 

important war .'ork for the British Forf'ign. Office. Inasmuch as the Fordgn 

Office provided part of his sAlar/, the Director rEcommended that leave of 

absecce be granted with the understanding that the Treasurer and Director 

~ould adjust his combined salary in their discretion. 

On motion, the matter Was left to the decision of the Treasurer and 

Director. 



6 

The Director stated that certain curios And museum pieces were 

stored in the Gpst Oriental Library Hnd that 1'1'. Gest and his dRtlghter ... ould 

be hapny if the InBt1tut~ would purchase th!'m for $7,BOf).OO or, if that were 

not feasible, release them. Thereupon, on motion, it was 

RESOLVED, That the Director be end hereby is authorized 
to return to Mr. and IUss G£'st the obj<>cts of ext .. hich arE' housed 
in the library but are not a part of the G~st Oriental Librar,r. 

There being no further bUBin€'se, on motion, the meEting adjourned. 



APPENDIX 

REPORT OF m DIR"lCTOR 

The aca.demic ye!\r b~ga.n in a most sattsfactor:r manner on Srptember 20. 

The date of our opening has been pushed forward so as to coincide with the 

schedule of th~ Princeton University Graduat~ School and thus facilitate the 

many joint arrangements for lectures and seminars. 

In the fir~t place, it gives me great pleasure to inform the Trustees 

that Professor Meritt has since the last meeting of the Board been elected a 

Fello~ of the British Academy and that an honorary degree has been conferred 

upon Professor W~yl by the University of Pennsylvania on the occasion of its 

two hundredth anniversA,T'J. 

The size of the Institute is about the same as last year. The 

faculty will be exactly the seme, ~hile the group of members and the working 

staff are only slightly larger. Fuld Hall. ho~ever. is a much busier plR,ce, 

due partly to th~ fact that ve are housing the mC'mbers of the Economic and 

Financie.l Section of the League of Nations. partly to the fact that our new 

library facilities make it possibl~ for many members to read here who formerly 

did their .. ork in Fine Hell. In addition to m"n "ho have stipends from the 

Institute there are, in the group of member~. two Gug~enheim Fellows. tvo 

National Research Council Fellows. and fifteen on stipends from other founda-

tions. The University of Illinois is represented by five members and among 

the twpnty-fi VE' oth .. r uni versi ties from .. hlch men have come to US this yeex 

are the Am~rican School for Classical Studies in Athens. B~oklyn College, 

Bryn Mawr College, University of Chicago, Cornell University, Frankfurt 

University, Harvard University, Institut des }!autes Etudes Intern!\tionales, 

Johns Hopkins University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, l~cGill Uni­

versity, University of Missouri, Northeastern Univereity, Osterreichisches 
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Gymnasi1tm, Kyushu Imperial University, Osaka Imperial University, Oxford Uni­

versi t;" Uni verei ty of Pari s, Uni versi ty of Pennsylvania, Penns7,lvR.nia. state 

College, German Uni verd ty of Prague. Uni versi ty of Rochester, University of 

Turin, University of Vienna, University of Washington, and the Trchnische 

Hochschule in Zftrich. 

I am glad to be able to report that the facilities of Fuld Hall are 

being uBed to their utmost capacity. Some doubling up has been necossary, 

one or two secretaries are working in helh'B<'S, but we have, I think, bee.n 

able to provid" for all our members and guests reasonably adequate and quiet 

space in which to pursue thpir researches. 

The Trustees ..,ill find the library a changed place. Thanks to the 

generosi ty of Mr. Bamberger, "e were able to begin last year to orc.er books 

urgently needed for work in this building. Our policy has been to avoid 

duplicating the resources of the Princeton University Library as far as pos­

sible, and to buy only books not possessed by Princeton, or works which are 

used so constantly as to m:u.:e the purch"se of duplicates Justifiable. The 

care l1ith which our sel€ctions were made has meant that we were able to accumu-

late books only slowly at the be.ginning. During the last few months they have 

been coming in much more rapidly. We now possess about five thousand volumes, 

which is, roughly spepking, one-third of th~ capacity of our shelves. 

The rapidity of our recent acquisi tiona has overwhdmed 1'r •• R:tlmos, 

and I "m M.ppy to report that, th:'_11ks to thf' genE\rosity of the Carnegie Cor­

poration of New York, we shall bnve AVRllable this year th!' servic~s of 

Dr. EcUnger /).s assistnnt to :'rs. R~lmos in the work of catR.loguing, cll'.ssif;r­

ing, and ge'lere.l admil'.istr".tion of the library. 

1.~e hewe made very little -progress I'.S yet towl'xd what m,,¥ in the. future 

prove to be one· of the most im:port?nt features of our 11 brl1.ry, nnmel~', the 
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acquisition of microfilms. The technique of production and Use of microfilms 

is adv/Ulcing by- 1el',ps and bounds. They- seem to me in many respects the most 

economicRl means of meeting certain of our most urgent library re~uirempnts, 

Md 1 fully expect that in th~ futur~ we shall make greatly increascd use of 

this convenient means of providing materi",l. for rEeee.rch. The new 1ibrarir.n 

of Princeton Un1v~rBity is very much inter,eetEld in this aspect of AmericPll 

library deve10~ment, Rnd we shall be fortunate in having his advice and 

assistance in the development of our collection. 

For the second year in s1wcession the report of the auditors has shown 

an excess of expenditure over income, n net deficit at the end of the year. 

The Mounts are not gre-Itt, are re.~,l1y insignificant in cO!!!pArison wi th the 

exccss income which has been added to cnpita1 during the first eight years of 

the life of the Institute. These deficits would be serious only if they 

were to continue indefinitely. I am happy to s~ that they have now been 

stopped and that our budget for the current academic year is in balAnce. It 

is true that it has been brought into balance only by income generously 

donated by Mr. Bamberger. the Rockefeller Found,,>Uon, pnd other agencips, p,nd 

that these gifts are promised only for ~ period of It few years. It will be 

our responsibility to take measures during this period so that eithpr by in­

creasing our income or reducing our expenditures the budget can be kept in 

balance after the period for which additional funds have be~n promised. 

I have lately prepp.red a surnmp,ry tl'.bu1ation of the fim'!'\ci",l oper".-

tions of the Institute during the ten years of its existence. The endowment 

increased rapidly from 1930 to 1935 when it reached its present level of just 

over $8,000,000. Th .. income from this $8,000,000 for the year 1935-1936 "as 

$331,000. Thi s increased, in the next year to ove,r f;350.000, since which time 

it has gradually decreased to $319,000 in 1938-1939. and it is estlmat~d to 
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be about $330,000 for the current academic year. The deficit of the last two 

years has been met this year for the most part by donated income and in smaller 

part by reduction in the amount expended for stipends for members. I greatly 

regr€t this reduction. It might, I think, be argued that the amount spent on 

stipends for the members who come to work in the Institute is almost the most 

useful expenditure we make, and I vf'r;r much hope that we shall in the future 

be able to devote much more money to this i~ortant purpose. At thp moment 

the decrease is not SO calamitous as it might seem for the reason that the 

reduction of stipende from Institute funds has been morc than made up by appro­

priations from other foundations for this purpose, either to th~ Institute or 

directly to the members themselves, by such organizations as the Carnegie Cor­

poration of New York, the National R~search Council, and the Guggenhrim 

Foundation. 

Three items of expenditure are absolutely necessary to the work of 

the Institute and, as they increase, our work will improve. If they decrease, 

our work will suffer. These are faculty salaries. stipends for member~. and 

funds for the library. Other expenditures are desirable and even necessary, 

but they can be curtailed without affecting the quality of our work in any 

important respect. If we are gttided by these coneiderations. we shall be able 

to make the wisest possible use of th~ funds allotted to our care. 

The report of the Committee on Buildings and Grounds has informed ths 

Trustees concerning the renovs.tion of Olden I.{aJlor and the proposed finishing 

of the fourth floor of Fuld Ra.ll for the use of the faculty lunchpon club. 

I shOUld like to express on behalf of my wife and ~self our cordiel apprecia­

tion of the beautiful IUld comfortable residence ... hich has been provided for us· 

I appreciate no less the plans of thp Trustees for the finishing of the fourth 

floor. The need for lunchoons in Fuld Hall is very great, and the facilities 
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Indeed 

the inconvenience to our mem.bers of having to return each ~ to thE' center 

of Princeton for luncheon is so great that the faculty committee is now con­

sidering plans for temporary sandwich service in thp Common Room. pending the 

time when the kitchpn and dining-room on the fourth floor can be completed. 

The Institute merts this year as the nation at large is preparing to 

mobilize its resources against the threat of ",ar. While our work is pursued 

on an advanced level, with no thought of immediate practical results, I am 

glad to assure the Trustees that this institution is no ivory to.'ar and to 

report that the members of our faculty are taking an appropriate and important 

part in the national effort. One part of this effort is the mobilization of 

the scholarly rE'sources of the nation. Professor MorsE' has been entrusted by 

the AmEric~ Mathematical Society with the responsibility of doing this for the 

mathematicians, and Professor Earle has accepted the same rEsponsibility for 

the historians. Professors Stewart And Riefler continue to advise the 

Tre~sury, Professor Warrpn the Feder~l Reserve Bo~d, and I shell later present 

a request from Professor Mitr~ny for a continuation of his leave of absence in 

order not to interrupt the work Which he is doing for thp British Foreign 

Office. The work of the American Committee for International Studies, ",hich 

has its headquarters in the Institute under thp chairmAnship of Professor 

Earle, should make a useful contribution to the determination of AmeriCAn 

policy at th~ peace conference whFn the war finally ends, whether we tAke part 

in that conference as one of the belliger~nts or merely as ~~ interestcd 

observer. 

Scholarship recognizes no national boundaries, and it is a significant 

fact that the Institute for Advanced Study, which aspires to contribute to 

scholarship at the most advanced level, has been from the ~ginning perhaps 



the most inter~tional of all American institutions of learning. The 

presence here of members of the Economic and Financial Section of the 

teague of Nations emphasizes the international aspects of the problems 

with which we deal and the worldwide character of the responsibilities 

of a great nation like the United States. The members of the League 

6 

serve to emphaeiz-e furthermore a fact too little realized. that the probl_ms 

of the modern world are too complicated for rule-of-thumb solutions. They 

can be solved only by experts, by scholars, and it is only necessary to 

understand som~thing of the work of these technical sections of the 

League to realize that, whatever the settle~ont after this war, the 

world will be the poorer, if it docs not continue to have the service 

of these non-political, impartial, scholarly groups for the guidance of 

statesmen in the solution of questions raised by our modern complex civi­

lization. 

This is not to sPY that the world must in the future substituto 

for other forms of dictatorship a new dictatorship of scholars. In 

the democratiC world the final power must always rest with the mass of 

the people, with laymen. The role of the oxpert must be advisory, 

but only those democracies can succeed which learn to havo a wholesome 

respect for ~xpert advice in all fields, IUlP.logous to th~ respect which 

we are slowly ooming to have for exp~rt advice in th8 fields of medicine 

and public health. The determiM.tion of the role of the expert in a 

democracy i. one of the most important political problems in the modern 

world, and it i. one toward th~ solution of whioh this institution 
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by its very nature should be able to make a significant contribution. 

The invitation from the three institutions at Princeton -

Princeton University. the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. 

and the Institute for Advanced Study - to the technical sections of 

the League to transfer from Geneva to Princeton for th~ duration of 

the ~ar was decided upon since the last meeting of the Board of 

Trustees. We were compelled to act in haste or it would have 

been no use to act at all. During the hectic weeks of June 

and July. whpn the proposal was under consideration. I consulted 

all the Trustees I cOUld easily reach by telephone and obtained 

their informal authorization to go ahead. I take this first 

opportunity to recount in detail the events which led to the 

installation of the Economic and Financial Section of the League 

in Fuld Hall. and which we still hope will later bring the other 

technical sections to quarters waiting for them in Princeton Uni­

versity and the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. 
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On Hay 28 Hr. Arthur SweE'tspr of the League of Nations Secretariat 

arrived in Ne1< York. WIle.n he left (}pnrva t,·,o .reeks before, the si tuation in 

Europe was a.lready alarming, and on the day of his arrival Xing Leopold sur-

rendered. He had already discu~sed with certain high officials of the League 

of Nations what thE'Y should do in the rv~nt of a (}erman occupation of 5>'i tzer­

la.nd and the idoa had been very tentatively thro .. n out tha.t if th~ technical 

sections could camp to the Uni ted. States that ,,'auld probably be th~ best pIon. 

No one, however, was optimistic and no one felt ~ny great confidence in tho 

possibility of such a plan being carried out. 

The situation in Europe had be com" steadily worse during the time that 

Mr. SweetsC'r "f'S on the water, and as soon as he la.nded he began active d.is­

cussions wi th 1'<'01'1" in this country "'ho were interested in tho fate of tho 

League. He had several difficult problems to solve. First. a. not ~t nll 

unnatural rl'luct".nce was anticipe.ted from cart!",in circles in Ge!levi't itself, 

to any dispersal of the Leflgup services, or ~ny separation of on" pprt, such 

IlS the tochnic",l, from the other p"rts. Secondly. the Uni ted. St"t"s we." !lot 

!:l ~lemb",r of the Lea5Uc and thE present ~'ear >'as ?n election :'ear. Third, it 

was Ii question who could tnke the initiative in the motter, for the Loi'tgur ~as 

unlikely to approl",ch the Uni ted States, P. non-Member, and the United states 

wOuld hnrdly approach the Letl.,o;ue. It occurr~d to him, ho"e'ter, an inter-

mediary !!light bs found '··'hioh, as an oducatiolll1.1, non-poll tiC'll. IIl1d rese'lrch 

agency, could set the ball rolling, secure the good "ill of Washington a.nd 

pl".ce " d.efini tc offer b~fore G~neva. Princeton ""-6 his first choice, "s it 

is 9.I1 educational a.nd r0search c('nter, on the Atl"ntic seaboard, ep.sily 

accessible to both Ne.. York and Washington, and yet not having the dr~wb"cks 

of the former as " large and expeI!si vo city, or of tho lat t~r as a poll ti ca.l 

center. He knew Riefler and understood something of the "ork of the 
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Princeton had'>been Woodrow Wilson IS uni versi ty. 
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During the next t,.o or three days after he landed, >!hile the :!:nglish 

were carrJing out their glorious retreat from Dunkirk. Sweetser saw Thompson 

of the State Department and. on the ~lst. Grady and Riofler. As the resul t 

of these discussions he cabled both Lester and Loveda;/" , suggosting consideration 

of the transfer of the technical sections to the United States. In reply he 

had a non-committal telegram from Lester and a fuller one from Love~~y. cx-

prossing interest in the pOssibility. On June 6 Sweetser was able to cable 

Loveda;:r that Rhfhr .and Stewart and I had discussed thr >.hole matter and 

tMt he (SwectsClr) ''''lS coming to Princeton on Juno 7 for consultation ,<1 th us 

and >11th officers of Princeton Universi ty llnd the Rockefeller Institute. The 

meeting of representatives of the three institutions "'HS duly held at the 

Princeton Inn on that day. President Doc.ds W8.S ill FInd. Vice-President 

Brttkeley represented Princeton Uni vcrs! ty, Nhile Dr. Ten Broeck represented 

the Rockefeller Institute. At this meeting the representatives of the three 

institutions agreed to ask thEir Trustees for authorization to invite the tech­

nical sections to Princeton, provided the State Dcpartm~nt fl.nproved the invi­

tHtion. Fortunately, the Trustees of Princeton Universi ty were holding R 

meeting on June 10 and at this meeting they immcdiat~ly agreed to the sug-

gestion. I telephoned Mr, ~bcrger. Mr. Houghto~, and as many of the 

Trustees of the Insti tutc ~.s I could rench quickly and received una!limous 

approv~ of th& plR!!. Dr. Ten Broeck could not quickly reach nll of his 

Trustec~, but he and Dr. Gasser '\gI'ccd to go nhe1'.d on their O>!Il responsibility. 

A. lettEr of invitation "as prepared and, on 11ednesday, June 12, the 

day after Italy entered the war, I-Ir. Brakelcy, Mr. Ri~fler. and I took it to 

Washington ••• here "'e showt'd it to Secretary Hull and several officials of the 
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State Department. The result was that Hr. Hull gave us permission to go 

ahead. The understanding was that the invitation was to be sent on our 

ini tia ti ve. The Stat~ Department was not associated wi th us in any wa;y, but 

made no objection and u'ldertook to place no obst~,cles in the wa;y of the trane-

fer of the technical "actions of the League to tho United States. The 50Clent 

we received this permission we cabled our letter from Washington to Avenal on 

that same evening. 

Mr. Swectser had mean.,hilo !ind intimations from Geneva that Avenol Was 

opposed to nny such transfer ~nd that he (~rectser) would be wise to be careful. 

On June 15, when th~ air was full of rumors of the cOl'ling French surrender, we 

recEivod from Avenol !l poli to telf)Gr~.m declining our invitation on tho ground 

that the activities of the Longue were placed by statute in Geneva and th.~t 

this arr~goment eould bc changed only by the states 1'!hieh ",-'re members of the 

LCRgue. 

At this stage of tho negoti.atioM w~ were able' to recruit two useful 

dlies. The British Ambassador, Lord Lothian, who WaS keenly alive to the 

inrnortance of the technical '."ork of the Loague and sal< clel'.rl:r the advanta{;es 

of trying to earrJ it on in the United States, "as ab18 to bring effective 

pressure upon the Secrotary General of the League through the Brl. Ush Foreign 

Office, all the more so as Great Britnin and the states of the British Empire 

are the principal p?~ing nel'lbers left in the League organization. This 

seemed to answer Mr. Avenol's point about the importance of consulting the 

states >rhich were members of the Lc>aguc.. Early in June Mr. Carl J. Hambro, 

President of the Storting and first citizen of lTor"~', arrived in the United 

States. l,;r. Hanbro is President of the Assembly of the League and of the 

Supervisory Commission which controls the activities of the League between 

meetings of the Council. He "as very I:t\lch concerned about ke,ping the tcch-

\ 
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nical activitieR of the League alive and had indeed discussed the Princeton 

invitRtion before leaving London. ~!r. Hambro came to Princeton, looked over 

all the facil1 ti es of tho three i:1Sti tutions, and sent a nUl!lber of cablegrams 

to Avenol, strongly ureing reconsideration of our invitation. 

The result of all this prpssure was that Avenol, on July 23, pro­

posed to send Lovaday and Skylstad to Princeton to investigate conditions and 

consider the advisability of the transfer. He intimated a.t the SaJ!1e time 

that he Wl.S considering \·,i th Loveday the immediate transfer of the Economics 

Section. Thre~ days later, on July 26, Avenol sent a cordial acceptance of 

our invitation as regards the Economic and Financial Section, and said, at 

the SB.I1C time, that the "'ork of other sections raised special problems to 

which he was giving his c~reful consideration. ~ho next d.~ the newspapers 

carried the announcement of lir. Avenol's resignation as Secretary General of 

the League. 

Arrangements were immediately undertaken by Mr. Brakolay, Mr. Ricflcr, 

Mr. Sweetser, and mwself to facilitate the journey of the members of the 

Economics Section from Geneva to Princeton. The ships of the American Export 

Lines and the Pan American Clippers had both long lines of people waiting for 

passage at Lisbon. We besieged their offices in New York with the strongest 

requests we could IlWl{o for priori ty for m('mbcrs of the League group. !~ean-

~rhilc we hCRrd from LovedP.y that he ,,'as leaving Genev" for Lisbon by bus with 

a group of members of his Section and their f:;uoil1cs - a party of twenty-three 

in l1.l1. The next day the ASSOCiated Press carried th(: story tAAt the bus had 

collided with a trru;1 car in Grl'noble, crashed into" pole, E'.nd oVerturned in 

" ditch, injuring ne~.rly 1\11 the members of th~ party, throe of them SO badly 

that they ""d to be t~kcn to p. hosr>! t~.l. A few dp~s lat~r we rejoiced to 

hear thut they had bean able to continue the·ir journey IUld had arrived sn.fp.ly 
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in Liabon. We made the most of this accident in our ~ppeals for sympathy to 

the officials of the Pan American Airways and the American Export Lines, with 

the r8sul t that Hr. Loveday a'ld his family obtained passage on a clipper on 

AUc~st 20, while the remainder of th~ party were able to follow a couple of 

weoks later on one of the crOWded ships of the Export Lines. 

On Wednesday, August 21, the clipper arrived at La Guardia Field. 

The Lovedays wore mot by ~Ir. Sweetser nnd I·!r. Riefler, togethor "ith other 

peopll) ,.,ho were interested in the League, and they Came immediately to 

Princ~ton, where Hr. Hambro, Mr. Stewart, I{r. Brakelcy. and I foroally 

recd ved them the follo,dng dP~. It was ft thrilling ond to ten "ocks of 

anxious negotiation and pati~nt unrpveling of everl' kind of difficulty. 

The events soemed to Us to have their part in a larger drama in thnt onc 

section of thn League of Nations, urged upon Europe by Woodrow Wilson at 

th~ end of the last war llJld supported by nIl iI!llllens8 bod:! of the b<Jst public 

opinion in the United Stat~s, WRS coming bnck, I\S we nIl ho,ed, to mAke a 

ne" start in th€ sent of Woodrow ~!ilson' s universi ty. Our luncheon at the 

Princeton Inn on ThursdAY, August 22, was a jo:"fl.u one, and the reunion 

seemod to all of us to have a significrutcc •• hich no one qui to dnrod ."ut into 

worda. The relief to those of us •• ho had been active through these long, 

hot months of negotip.tions waa inexpressible. We had rescued on~ of the 

most im~ort~nt of the technical sections of the League from the rnpidly 

ndv~cing Nazi d~struction. We ~~d out-mrutocuvred tho pup~at government 

nt Vicho'. In the dnr!test houl' of the history of thc Lengue the Uni ted 

Stntcs, "hile not a MembEr, was offering to important League activities not 

mo)rel"' snnctUAl"Y but 11 ch~ncc to conti!lue 110rk. The gronp of economic 

experts, g~.th£r~d "nd trained slowly over the course of twenty ;'enrs, were 
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either here or safely on their way. with the most important part of 

their records copied on microfilms. Our School of Economics at the 

Institute. 00 largely specialized in questions of international finance 

had secured an interesting and important addition to its strength. At 

the moment we were too weary to do anything but marvel at our success. 

To Mr. Swnetser and me it seemed that there was only one thing that would 

not be an anti-climax. We slipped away together to Springdale for eighteen 

holes of golf. Sweetser is a fine golfer. We had ~.lready had several 

hard fought battles on tht> linIts but never a more delightful one then on 

that August afternoon. 


