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Sabine Schmidtke

Biblical predictions of the Prophet Muhammad
among the Zaydis of Yemen
(6th/12th and 7t/13th centuries)*

Zaydi Mu'tazilites were less hesitant than Sunni mutakallimiun to
employ biblical materials allegedly predicting the advent of the Prophet
Muhammad. This was possibly due to the influence of the Imam al-Qasim
b. Ibrahim al-Rassi (d. 246/860), who was intimately familiar with Christian
doctrines and with the Bible from which he quoted freely in some of his
writings.! Among the Zaydis of Iran, scriptural passages interpreted as tes-
timonies to Muhammad have been adduced by the Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-
llah (d. 411/1020), by his companion, the later Imam al-Muwaffaq ‘ala llah
(d. after 420/1029), and by the Zaydi scholar and gadi -qudat of Rayy Abu
l-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Samman (fl. early 5/11th century).>

A similar tendency can be observed among the Zaydi theologians of the
6th/12th and 7th/13% centuries in Yemen. During this period, the cultural
center of Zaydism had gradually shifted from the coastal regions south of
the Caspian Sea to Yemen. This was the result of the political unification
of the two Zaydi states in Iran and in Yemen during the imamate of Abu
Talib al-akhir (d. 520/1126) and the subsequent cultural transfer of Zaydi
and non-Zaydi religious literature from Northern Iran to Yemen.

* This publication was prepared within the framework of the European Research Coun-
cil's FP 7 project “Rediscovering Theological Rationalism in the Medieval World of Islam”
and the DFG funded project “The Bible in Arabic among Jews, Christians and Muslims.”
Thanks are also due to the Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of
Pennsylvania and the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social
Sciences for granting me fellowships during which this study has mostly been written. I take
the opportunity to thank Camilla Adang and Hassan Ansari for comments on an earlier draft
of this paper and Jan Thiele and Eva-Maria Zeis for having made some of the manuscripts
consulted for this study available to me.

1 Cf. W. Madelung, “Al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim and Christian Theology,” Aram 3 (1991), 35-44;
idem, “Al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim,” Christian-Muslim Relations. A Bibliographical History. Volume
1 (600-900), eds. D. Thomas and B. Roggema (Leiden 2009), 540-543.

2 See my “Biblical predictions of the Prophet Muhammad among the Zaydis of Iran,” The
neglected St‘ites: Studies in the legal and intellectual history of the Zaydis = Arabica 59 (2012),
218-266.
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222 SABINE SCHMIDTKE

The earliest Zaydi author of Yemen to include biblical materials in his
writings is Husam al-Din al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Rassas (b. 546/1151-
52, d. 584/1188). Al-Rassas was the leading theologian during the second
half of the 6t/12th century and had written numerous substantial works
on the subtleties of kalam as well as a theological summa, Kitab al-Tahsil fi
I-tawhid wa-I-ta'dil. Theologically, he was a staunch supporter of the doc-
trines of the BahSamiyya. He also acted as teacher to ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza,
the later Imam al-Mansur bi-llah (r. 593/1197-614/1217), and taught other
students who later became prolific scholars who composed independent
works as well as commentaries on some of his writings, among them Su-
layman b. ‘Abd Allah al-Khurasi (alive in 610/1214), and possibly his son
Sams al-Din Abu I-Hasan Ahmad b. al-Hasan al-Rassas (d. 621/1224).3

Al-Rassas concludes the chapter on prophecy of his Kitab al-Tahsil
with two biblical passages allegedly predicting the advent of the Prophet
Muhammad. The first passage [1] is a translation of Gen. 49:10, 12.* That
this scriptural quotation is adduced as a testimony to Muhammad'’s proph-
ecy is noteworthy. It is part of “Jacob’s testament” to his sons, with the
passage in question being specifically addressed to Judah.’ According to
Jewish understanding it supports the view that there will always be a ruler
from among the descendants of Judah until the coming of the Messiah.¢

3 0On al-Hasan al-Rassas, cf. J. Thiele, “Propagating Mu‘tazilism in the 6!"/12th century
Zaydiyya: The Role of al-Hasan al-Rassas,” Arabica 57 (2010), 536-558; idem, Kausalitiit in
der mu 'tazilitischen Kosmologie. Das Kitab al-Mu’attirat wa-miftah al-muskilat des Zayditen
al-Hasan ar-Rassas (st. 584/1188) (Leiden 2011); idem, Die Theologie des Zayditen al-Hasan ar-
Rassas. Rezeption und Entwicklung bahSamitischer Lehren des 6./12. Jahrhunderts (PhD disser-
tation, Freie Universitit Berlin 2012); idem, Theologie in der jemenitischen Zaydiyya (Leiden:
Brill, in press).

4 In the King James Version the two verses are translated as follows: “!° The sceptre shall
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him
shall the gathering of the people be ... 12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white
with milk.”

5> See R. de Hoop, Genesis 49 in its literary and historical context (Leiden 1999).

6 Onkelos’ translation of the verse reads as follows: “A ruler will never depart from the
house of Judah, nor a teacher from his children’s children forever — until the Messiah comes
— for the kingdom is his and the nations will obey him” (*3a1 X1501 1T N3 (VOW Tap ™7 XD
Xomny pynnw? 151 kmabn Rn YT Xmwn neT Ty Xndy T maa); cf. Onkelos on the Torah: Un-
derstanding the Bible Text. Genesis, trans. and comm. I. Drazin and St. M. Wagner (Jerusalem
2006) 336f. Cf. also A. Posnanski, Schiloh: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der Messiaslehre (Leipzig
1904); cf. also D. J. Lasker, Jewish Philosophical Polemics against Christianity in the Middle
Ages (Oxford 2007) 9 and passim (with further references). Saadiah Gaon translated the verse
as follows ((Euvres complétes de R. Saadia ben losef al-Fayyoumi. Volume Premier: Version
Arabe du Pentateuque, ed. J. Derenbourg (Paris 1893) 77f): DoxI5X1 7T OX 1 2¥pHX 51 XN
NPWHX PRNIN ORI I A1 TN W I DX TR AN (= Cod e elly 03980 T 0 wadll Joi Vs
omid] gatsd adlg 4 9o s3I G a1 J] oyel). CE. the different Samaritan translations of the verse
(a) dating from the 11" or the beginning of the 12'h century ascribed to Abii I-Hasan Yishaq
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BIBLICAL PREDICTIONS OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 223

This is also the context in which al-Biruni (d. ca. 442/1050-1) quotes Gen.
49:10 in his Kitab al-Athar al-bagiya ‘an al-quriin al-khaliya.” Tbn Hazm (d.
456/1064) deals at length with Gen. 49:10 in his Fisal when reporting a dis-
cussion he had with Ibn al-Naghrila where he is primarily concerned with
refuting the Jewish claim that is based on this verse that the authority is
now being exercised by the head of the Jewish diaspora, the exilarch.® The
verse was also regularly referred to by Christian authors as an argument
supporting their perspective. This is the case, for example, in the debate
between the caliph al-Mahdi and the patriarch Timothy I (which accord-
ing to Putman took place sometime between 786-94 CE) where the latter
uses Gen. 49:10 as an argument that after the coming of Jesus prophethood
would cease.” Samaw’al al-Maghribi (d. 570/1175) also quotes Gen. 49:10
as a Christian argument compelling the Jews to accept the prophethood of
Jesus in the long version of Ifham al-yahiid,'"® while the Hanbalite author

b. Marhib b. Maruth and (b) the revised translation by Abu Sa‘id b. Abi I-Husayn b. Abi Sa‘id
(fl. Egypt 274 half of 13t ¢.) (The Arabic Translation of the Samaritan Pentateuch. Volume One:
Genesis - Exodus, ed. H. Shehadeh (Jerusalem 1989) 250-251):

Qo) maizy ddly disiius Jb i 0950 (u (e by 03982 o0 cwadll Joi Y (a)
o) ol adls Olask Jb i 0390 g 3o guably 83582 0 Wbl B s Y (b)
7 Al-Birtni, The Chronology of Ancient Nations. An English Version of the Arabic Text of the

Athdr-ul-Bdkiya of Albirini, or “Vestiges of the Past”[...]. Trans. and ed. C. E. Sachau (London

1879), 18f. = Arabic part, 16. Al-Birtuni’s translation runs as follows:

Ol onsB bl & o sz i de oo M it o & oyl & Lesg 13say e Dl U sz Ol 19I6
Al el o, J) a § el

8 See C. Adang, Muslim writers on Judaism and the Hebrew Bible: From Ibn Rabban to Ibn
Hazm (Leiden 1996), 106.

9 H. Putman, L'église et I'Islam sous Timothée I (780-823). Etude sur 'église nestorienne au
temps des premiers ‘Abbasides, avec nouvelle édition et traduction du dialogue entre Timothée et
al-Mahdi (Beirut 1975), § 151. Cf. also C. Hackenburg, An Arabic-to-English Translation of the
Religious Debate between the Nestorian Patriarch Timothy I and the ‘Abbasid Caliph al-Mahdt
(MA thesis The Ohio State University, Ohio 2009 [http://etd.ohiolink.edu/view.cgi/Hacken-
burg%?20Clint.pdf?0su1245399770]), 95 § 151. - The Arabic translation of the verse runs here
as follows:

g=idl g sas HsSo dg Pizlb bl §JJ| 22 A ddoy o (o by 13683 e wddll Jops Y
10 Samaw’al al-Maghribi, Ifham al-yahiid. Silencing the Jews, ed. and trans. M. Perlmann
(New York 1964), 23 [Arabic], 41 [English]. He translates the verse as follows:
el GL 01 Ul pslials o ellls 13583 JT (00 Sl g3 Y
Gen. 49:10 was also a common scriptural passage adduced by Christian authors of Me-
dieval Europe against the Jews; see, for example, P. Browe, Die Judenmission im Mittelalter
und die Péipste (Rome 1942), 125; W. C. Kaiser, The Messiah in the Old Testament (Michigan
1995) passim; H. Schreckenberg, Die christlichen Adversus-Judaeos-Texte und ihr literarisches
und historisches Umfeld (1.-11. Jh.) (Frankfurt am Main #1999) 64 (with further references);
L. M. Walker, “A Fourteenth-Century Augustinian Approach to the Jews in Riccoldo da Mon-
te Croce’s Ad nationes orientales,” Comparative Religion Publications (Paper 3 [2011]), 35f.
[http:/scholarworks.wmich.edu/religion_pubs/3].
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224 SABINE SCHMIDTKE

Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Qawi al-Tufi al-Hanbali (d. 716/1316) rejects in his
al-Intisarat al-islamiyya {1 kaSf Subah al-nasraniyya the argumentation of
his Christian interlocutors that is based on this passage.!! While it is un-
clear which sources were available to him, al-Rassas would thus seem to
be the first known Muslim author to adduce the passage as a prediction of
Muhammad'’s prophethood. Moreover, it is noteworthy that his translation
does not agree with any of the earlier (and later) renderings and that he
seems to be one of the few authors to combine Gen. 49:10 with Gen. 49:12.
In later centuries, Gen. 49:10 was one of the scriptural passages regularly
adduced by Muslim authors as a testimony to Muhammad’s prophecy. The
verse is regularly referred to and discussed by Ottoman Muslim authors
of the 15 and 16" centuries CE polemicizing against Judaism,'? and it is
also quoted by the 19t century author Rahmat Allah b. Khalil al-Rahman
al-Dihlawi al-Hindi (d. 1891 CE) in Izhar al-haqq.'> Contemporary Mus-
lim authors also regularly adduce the verse as a prediction to the Prophet
Muhammad.'* By contrast, the passage is not included in either ‘Ali Ibn

1 Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Qawi al-Ttfi al-Hanbali, al-Intisarat al-Islamiyya wa-kasf Subah
al-Nasraniyya 1-2, ed. Salim b. Muhammad al-Qarani (Riyadh 1999), 1:354. His translation of
the verse runs as follows:

@Ja.)b.” uwl)bﬁcUchL,muAdL\yd)u\:éwuaglbwkmoﬁuwlgow‘g&mlml)
d.)b.wl U‘U‘ O LoLu J..m|3 (OLA-A.C )A.?L” e oo cbl.\l o)l k_,uud.ﬁ.” @5 Ao 0)9.‘“.,']

12 Gen. 49:10 is adduced by Tagkubrizade (d. 968/1561) who translated it as follows:

ylul&mweabs;uwww)uuwdﬂbl«ﬂgeﬂzﬂdgyy

Cf. S. Schmidtke and C. Adang, “Ahmad b. Mustafa Tashkubrizade’s (d. 968/1561) po-
lemical tract against Judaism.” Al-Qantara 29 (2008), 93 [Arabic], 108 [English translation]. A
different translation was given by ‘Abd al-Salam al-Muhtadi al-Muhammadi in his al-Risala al-
Hadiya (composed between 886/1481 and 902/1497); he also adds Gen 49:1; cf. S. Schmidtke,
“The Rightly Guiding Epistle (al-Risala al-Hadiya) by ‘Abd al-Salam al-Muhtadi al-Muham-
madi. A Critical Edition.” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 36 (2009), 463 § 25:

o psly Y9 1958 (00 oSl s Y bl 5o & 08U (om0 U1 oS 52 Ismazz 10g) JBs 00¥sY gy ns
ol getzs ls 4 gl e i a2y o

In the Risalat ilzam al-yahiid fima za‘amii fi l-tawrat min gibal ‘ilm al-kalam by one al-
Salam ‘Abd al-‘Allam that had been composed around the same time, the passage is translated
as follows (cf. S. Schmidtke, “Epistle convincing the Jews regarding [the error of] what they
claim about the Torah on the basis of theology (Risalat ilzam al-yahiid fima za'amii fi l-tawrat
min gibal ‘ilm al-kalam) by al-Salam ‘Abd al-‘Allam. A critical edition,” Contacts and Contro-
versies between Muslims, Jews and Christians in the Ottoman Empire and Pre-Modern Iran, eds.
C. Adang and S. Schmidtke (Wurzburg 2010), 78:

Mlgba&”ﬂsﬂl UouUa.o|09@JJ?)luug.at)pu§JJ|QL«J|G¢.E.CJ?)LA.CJ|)335|OWQAL@.CJ|)J)‘
5” e

13 See Rahmat Allah b. Khalil al-Rahman al-Hindi, Izhar al-hagg 1-2 (Beirut n.d. ) 2:214ff.
Here the passage is translated as follows:

G.A)'bbzéoblgdﬂla.'@ﬂ wwoxzﬁwg&bbwuﬂml Joe e

14 See, e.g., Muhammad Tawfiq Sadaqi, Basa'ir ‘Isa wa-Muhammad fi I-‘ahd al-gadim wa-
[-‘ahq al-jadid, ed. and comm. Khalid Muhammad ‘Abduh (Cairo 2006) 146ff. (including the
14 pages commentary). He renders the verse as follows:

17 Schmidtke CS3.indd 224 @ 05/04/2013 09:57:25



BIBLICAL PREDICTIONS OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 225

Rabban al-Tabari’s (b. ca. 194/810, d. 251/865) al-Din wa-I-dawla or Ibn
Qutayba’s (b. 213/828, d. 276/889) A'lam al-nubuwwa nor in any of the
earlier extant Zaydi texts discussing biblical materials from the 4t"/10t and
5th/11th centuries.!s

Al-Rassas’ second pseudo-scriptural passage [2] has likewise no parallel
either in Ibn Rabban or Ibn Qutayba and is not quoted by any earlier Zay-
di author. A different version of this passage circulated, however, among
Twelver Si1 authors who state that it was taken from the Book of Ezekiel,
as in the Kitab al-Khawarij wa-l-jawarih of al-Rassas’ contemporary Qutb
al-Din al-Rawandi (d. 573/1177).1¢

The following edition of the relevant section is based on MS Ambrosiana E
206/2, . 256:4-19, the only extant manuscript of al-Hasan al-Rassas’ Taksil.'?

G SE T 8 8,088 ald oLVl e D5kl CoSUI G Boyls)) el ade Gl Ollead! L
0535 b Lo s Gaie 055 Lia Byb mastl i

Qo g 9as 0550 ds Oks Gy i duley Gu 50 ke 1350 Ba e B Usi Y g Ola G JB 3
Nasr Allah ‘Abd al-Rahman Abu Talib, Tabasir al-Injil wa-l-Tawrat bi-lI-Islam wa-Rasulihi
Muhammad sal‘am (al-Manstira 31429/2008) 445-448 (same translation). — This translation is
evidently based on a Christian version of the Arabic Bible that has been edited by Suhayl Za-
kkar, al-Tawrat: Tarjama ‘arabiyya ‘amruha akthar min alf ‘amm (Damascus 1428/2007) 199.

Cf. also Sami ‘Amiri, Muhammad sal'am fi I-kutub al-muqaddasa ‘inda I-nasara wa-l-yahiid
wa-l-handiis wa-l-sabi'a wa-l-biidhiyyin wa-l-majiis (Cairo 2007) 257-263. Here the verse is
rendered as follows: Ggsidl dedais ogliss L}lﬂ i ddo (e g iline Yo 135y 0w el Oladso Js3n Y

15 Ibn Rabban’s text was edited and translated by A. Mingana (ed.), The book of religion
and empire, a semi-official defence and exposition of Islam, written by order at the court and with
the assistance of the Caliph Mutawakkil (A.D. 847-861) by ‘Ali Tabari. Arabic text edited from
an apparently unique ms. in the John Rylands Library, Manchester (Manchester/New York
1923); idem (trans.), The book of religion and empire. A semi-official defence and exposition of
Islam written by order at the court and with the assistance of the Caliph Mutawakkil (A.D. 847-
861) by ‘Al Tabari. Translated with a critical apparatus from an apparently unique MS. in the
John Rylands Library (Manchester/New York 1922). Cf. also my “Abu al-Husayn al-Basri and
his transmission of biblical materials from Kitab al-din wa-al-dawla by Tbn Rabban al-Tabart:
The evidence from Fakhr al-Din al-Razi's Mafatih al-ghayb.” Islam and Christian-Muslim Re-
lations 20 ii (2009), 105-118. — For Ibn Qutayba’s A‘lam al-nubuwwa, see my “The Muslim
Reception of Biblical Materials: Ibn Qutayba and his A lam al-nubuwwa,” Islam and Christian-
Muslim Relations 22 iii (2011), 249-274.

16 Cf. Qutb al-Din al-Rawandi, al-Khawarij wa-l-jawarih, ed. al-Sayyid Muhammad Baqir
al-Muwahhid al-Abtahi, Qum 1409 [/1988-9], 1:72ff. where the passage reads as follows:
Jsols ekl Juslo] ol Gyl der 51aBs S 51d [ ] e bl il el i el Ui IS § JlBs
«ad] 09,55 Vg pS)lasl 09285 Vg uiaslly daoally oSl Ogdeays ol pSSsidd paeldl Ceos gl
(aalilie JiBS Sl G e aslbl oo o] gl 4l dde Al o emme Ol 653 digmiar $lo) muezs

s Guisdls s @ UL Wl eauls

See also Muhammad Bagqir al-Majlisi, Bikar al-anwar 0-110 (Beirut 1403/1983) 15:208

where the passage is likewise quoted (from Qutb al-Din al-Rawandi).

17 Cf. 0. Lofgren and R. Traini, Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts in the Bibliotheca Am-
brosiana 1- (Vicenza 1975-), 3:91 # 1036.
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226 SABINE SCHMIDTKE

oy o oo G=olly 1oskr o Ml I ¥ B sz b Olsl & OF WS e [1]
W LS wlial sl posdl QLS oligs Braswe gl ytaxs oblg cellll & gl io
.[cf. Gen. 49:10, 12]

oskaty M 055G Of (e g ds o olly 15 oo Ll s sz U1 O sy 1iag
69 Wy .0kl paol sl jame O 4V ade dll o 13ase G550 Of aiig dsu)
ol dosadl L] gl OS5 () dyabl s> opal dsal Uiy b Vs dais Syam JAB oy O
&l guad dlly ails dlll o domme Gzeg Y] 03Vsl o grad Vg lasg elle Iy Ld &l padl
RO IRV IRCRY

vasdly Juodly 0S92 )3 ASEMLL 5l i Wise G 1l dll (e 04S (asy §9 (2]
0Sgeus 0558 b 03985019 duaslly Laodlly @SEUT (gadigr9 ool eSSsuad @ dully
oS3 Ogkmy gLo) gz g (pSuze (%) &

dis dlll eouil U oadl osled Le Mo Lhs o Lyl SIS 56 oyl o J1ad s
Al Ul ooy 33 ogled o OIS Vg dSHULL

Some of al-Hasan al-Rassas’ students also integrated biblical references
in their respective discussion of Muhammad’s prophecy. Sulayman b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Khurasi, the little known younger contemporary and pupil of al-
Hasan al-Rassas, wrote a commentary on the latter’s Tahsil, al-Tafsil li-ju-
mal al-tahsil. Only the third part (al-juz’ al-thalith) of the work is preserved
in what seems to be a unique manuscript held in the Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin (MS Glaser 51).'® Al-Khurasi has nothing to add to al-Rassas’ word-
ing, quoting the section verbatim in his commentary:

& 5S35 BT e 8,088 ald sLs¥I e ekl CaSU1 § 85ls)) ade all o ally Olyladl LB
053§ lo e Zie 055 lyie Byl mosll lin

a2y Py 00 Gz lly 1ases o Ml Ul Y 1B sz Ol Shgdl § ol s (e (1]
) GLES il sliay pasdl QLS ols Byaoue (ol Hazs 2ol g cellhl & Gl o
.[cf. Gen. 49:10, 12]

18 See W. Ahlwardt, Kurzes Verzeichnis der Glaser'schen Sammlung arabischer Handschrif-
ten (Berlin 1887), 10; idem, Verzeichniss der arabischen Handschriften (Berlin 1897), 9:588
# 10279. — A facsimile of the manuscript is being published as Sulayman b. ‘Abd Allah al-
Khurashi, Kitab al-Tafsil li-jumal al-Tahsil. Facsimile Edition of Ms Berlin, Glaser 51. With
Introductions and Indices by H. Ansari and J. Thiele (Tehran [in press]). On this commentary
and on that by Ahmad al-Rassas (see below), see also J. Thiele, “Theological Compendia in
Late 6th/12"h and Early 7th/13'% Century Zaydism: Al-Hasan al-Rassas’s K. al-Tahsil and its
commentaries,” Theological Rationalism in Medieval Islam: New Sources and Perspectives, eds.
L. Miihlethaler and G. Schwarb (Leuven [forthcoming]).

19 LoVl ot

20 L1 Ll soby) s
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Ahmad al-Rassas?' completed dictating his commentary on his father’s
Tahsil, al-Tadhkira li-fawa’id al-Tahsil wa-l-ta‘'dil, on 28 Dhu 1-Hijja 619/2
February 1223. A unique copy of the work is preserved in MS Ambrosiana
E 206/1.22 Ahmad adds explanations to al-Rassas’ discussion of the two
verses, such as a reference to ‘Abd Allah b. Salam (d. 43/663-4), the arche-
typal Jewish convert to Islam in section [1] and a reference to the battle of
Badr in section [2], and he includes two other biblical quotations. Section
[3] contains the text of Gen. 17:20 in a translation that agrees verbatim
with both Ibn Qutayba and Ibn Rabban.?> While this verse had neither
been adduced by al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah nor by al-Muwaffaq bi-llah, the pas-
sage quoted next, Deut. 18:18-19 (Section [4]), had been included by both.
As was the case with al-Mu’'ayyad and al-Muwaffaq, Ahmad’s translation
agrees with that of Ibn Qutayba as against the different translation of this
passage offered by Ibn Rabban. His following brief discussion of the vers-
es agrees in contents with that given by al-Mu’ayyad and al-Muwaffaq.?
While it is likely that he had either al-Mu’ayyad’s or al-Muwaffaq’s texts
(or both) at his disposal as a source for section [4], his immediate source
for section [3] remains unclear. In the following edition of the passage in
question (ff. 151a:11-151b:6), all additions by Ahmad to his father’s Taksil
are underlined:

21 On him see Ibn Abi I-Rijal Ahmad b. Salih, Matla* al-budiir wa-majma* al-buhiir fi ta-
rajim rijal al-zaydiyya 1-4, ed. Majd al-Din b. Muhammad b. Manstr al-Mu’ayyidi (Sa‘da 2004),
1:292-293 # 106; ‘A. M. Najad, Turath al-Zaydiyya (Qum 1384/2005), 121; G. Schwarb, Hand-
book of Mu ‘tazilite Authors and Works, [forthcoming], # 363.

22 Cf. Lofgren/Traini, Catalogue, 3:91 # 1036.

23 See Schmidtke, “Muslim reception,” 254; Mingana (ed.), Book of religion, 67; Mingana
(trans.), Book of religion, 77f.

24 See Schmidtke, “Biblical Predictions,” 240f., 256f.
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Ahmad also includes a section relating biblical predictions of Muham-
mad in his independent theological summa, al-Wasita fi masa'’il al-i‘tigad
al-hadiya ila sabil al-rasad.?> Section [1] is an abbreviated version of the
quotation and discussion of Gen. 14:10, 12 in his Tadhkira, while section
[2] has no parallel in his commentary on his father’s Taksil. His rendering
of the popular passage Deut. 33:2 is close to that given by al-Mu’ayyad bi-

25 MS San‘a’, Maktabat al-Jami‘ al-Kabir (“al-Sarqiyya”), no. 738, f. 131a:8-22 (cf. Ahmad
‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Ruqayhi, ‘Abd al-Allah al-Hibs1 and ‘Ali Wahhab al-Ansi, Filrist Makhtiitat
Maktabat al-Jami'‘ al-kabir San‘a’ 1-4 (San‘a’ 1404/1984), 2:790); a microfilm of the manuscript
is preserved in Cairo, Dar al-Kutub, mf. 280. Cf. Qa'ima bi-l-makhtitat al-‘arabiyya al-musaw-
wara bi-l-mikriifilm min al-jumhiairiyya al-‘arabiyya al-yamaniyya (Cairo 1967), 54 # 456.
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llah, al-Muwaffaq bi-llah and Ibn Qutayba, as against Ibn Rabban’s differ-
ent translation.?® Ahmad’s discussion of the passage runs largely parallel
to that given by the two earlier Zaydi authors although the formulation is
again clearly independent.?’

s dll o dazg Slysidl § 8)lell Shlidl dd] Luad Lo w3y Lows

bl 3L g W) i s (00 2 919 8094 00 b U930 VU8 gl dule gl 9180 [1]
[cf. Gen. 49:10, 12] «odl 0yLaS il slian ¢ posdl LS olus Bpomme ¥l ylas ol
8hsdl @ 0,55 LS ouzgd iliul plus dide alll o Gl e Spae Ul Iy Of g3 85
e DI Sl § BysSIbl Slalsall Bye L s s alll e WIS bl Lo WIS OIS
Ay Law €3 OIS @50

sl Jlss dl s g9 dde dlll o damg 8ylicdl GUII Saudl @ Ol § O aSs (2]
ol iy slybls [Deut. 33:2] «Ol Jle o Gleiwly y9ils aele o Bl luw o ol
OhB Jlz 2 & Jlz OY @l gals damay susss guss SHliddl Gog L)l

& Ohlidls dde Olosll yoab o Liaad Lo go9 dile dlll Glo dis5 e DY Ol palls 1308
Al a5 gasd o3 LS 4y sle Lod &) dsylikly ayle dlll o 5o 51,8 g dondib] SU)
OIS Biluss & @ISUI (552 diyyhall 2o (U2d eain 32,800 320 by Ml eadde sl o0

The next theologian to employ biblical materials was ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd
b. Ahmad b. Abi I-Khayr al-‘Ansi (b. 593/1196-97, d. Sa‘ban 667/April 1269),
the towering figure of Yemeni Zaydi scholarship in the 7t"/13 century. Al-
‘Ansi was a prolific author in a variety of fields. According to the later bio-
graphical tradition, he has 105 titles to his credit. The majority of his writ-
ings belong to the field of theology and it is in this domain that he exerted
the most lasting influence. In contrast to al-Hasan al-Rassas and his circle,
al-‘Ansi attempted to reduce the influence of Bah§amite doctrine which he
felt to be too remote from the teachings of the earlier Zaydi imams, par-
ticularly al-Qasim b. Ibrahim and al-Hadi ila haqq Yahya b. al-Husayn (d.
298/911).%8

Al-‘AnsT’s opus magnum was his Kitab al-Mahajja al-bayda’ {1 usul al-din,
a comprehensive theological summa consisting of eight parts (agsam, sg.
gism). While no manuscript covering Parts Six through Eight of the Mahajja
is known to be extant,? there can be no doubt that al-‘Ansi had completed

26 See Schmidtke, “Biblical Predictions,” 234f., 254f.

27 Ibid.

28 For al-‘Ansi, see the forthcoming study by H. Ansari and S. Schmidtke, Zaydi Mu ‘tazilism
in 713" century Yemen: The theological thought of ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansit (d. 667/1268).

29 The work is preserved in three manuscripts. Two copies had been transcribed by al-
‘Ansi’s nephew, Muhammad b. As‘ad b. Zayd al-‘Ansi, namely (i) MS Munich Cod. arab. 1273,
comprising Parts Two (beginning with al-kalam fi l-masalil), Three and Four. The copy was
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the work. In the introduction to the third part of his al-Tamyiz bayna I-Islam
wa-mutarrifiyyat al-Thugham, al-‘Ansi’s most comprehensive tract against
the Mutarrifiyya sect written at a later stage of his life, the author mentions
his earlier works on theology. His wording indicates that the Mahajja was
his most authoritative work in this domain and allows no doubt that it had
been completed: al-Mahajja al-bayda’ fihi al-nihaya fi l-daqiqg wa-l-jalil wa-
[-khilaf wa-I-tafdil wa-sihhat al-madhhab wa-l-rudud ‘ala l-mukhalafa fi ‘ilm
al-kalam wa-huwa al-khatima al-kubra ‘ala ahl al-islam .

Towards the end of his discussion of prophecy in his Mahajja al-‘Ansi in-
cludes a section with fourteen biblical predictions that eclipses that of the
earlier authors in comprehensiveness and richness. While he intregrates
the two passages adduced by al-Hasan al-Rassas in his Tahsil in sections
[2] and [3], the majority of his material is from a different source that he
identifies at various occasions: dhakara al-Saykh Abii I-Husayn al-Basri [5],
rawahu al-Saykh Abii I-Husayn qala ... wa-dhakara Ibn Rabban al-Tabari
rahimahu llah ... [9], wa-hakadha nugila min Ibn Rabban al-Tabari [10],
hakadha nugila min Ibn Rabban al-Tabart rahimahu llah ... fa-dhakara
al-Saykh Abii I-Husayn rahimahu llah [11]. These references point to Ibn
Rabban’s comprehensive list of biblical predictions, viz. his Kitab al-Din
wa-I-dawla, that has been used as a source text by Abt I-Husayn al-Basri in
his Ghurar al-adilla. While the latter work is lost Abt I-Husayn’s reliance
on Ibn Rabban’s al-Din wa-I-dawla is confirmed by the lengthy quotation
from the Ghurar in the Kitab al-Mungidh min al-taqlid by the Twelver Si‘i
scholar Sadid al-Din Mahmud b. ‘Ali b. Hasan al-Himmasi al-Razi (d. after
600/1204).3!

completed on 20 Rabi IT 640/17 October 1242, the same day given by the author as date of
completion, which suggests that he had dictated the work to his nephew. Cf. F. Sobieroj,
Arabische Handschriften der Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek zu Miinchen unter Einschluss einiger
tiirkischer und persischer Handschriften. Bd. 1, Stuttgart 2007, 406-408 # 214. (ii) MS Mu-
nich Cod. arab. 1286, comprising Parts One through Four, completed on 14 Rabi IT 641/1
October 1243. A facsimile of this manuscript with indices and introduction by H. Ansari
and S. Schmidtke is forthcoming (Tehran: Mirath-i maktiib); (iii) MS Maktabat Al al-Wazir,
containing Part Five, on the imamate, was transcribed in 718/1318-19 partly by al-Murtada
b. al-Mufaddal al-Wazir (d. 732/1331), the son of ‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi’s student al-Mufaddal b.
Mansur b. al-‘Afif and partly by ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Salama al-Suraymi.

30'F. 149a:9-12. A unique copy of the text was preserved in the private library of Maktabat
Muhammad Sari, San‘a’. The manuscript has been located by ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Hibs1
(see his Masadir al-fikr al-islami fi I-Yaman (Abu Dabi 21425/2004). Meanwhile, the holdings
of the library together with the K. al-Tamyiz have been destroyed and it exists solely a digital
copy of the codex. I thank Hassan Ansari for having made the text available to me. Al-‘Ansi
also refers repeatedly to the more detailed discussions in his Mahajja al-bayda’ throughout the
khatima of the Tamyiz (ff. 171a:9, 171b:21, 172b:8-9, 173a:17, 187a:10).

31'See C. Adang, “A rare case of biblical ‘testimonies’ to the Prophet Muhammad in
Mu'‘tazili literature: Quotations from Ibn Rabban al-Tabari’s Kitab al-din wa-l-dawla in Abu
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A comparison of al-‘Ansi’s section of biblical quotations with the corre-
sponding section of al-Himmasi al-Razi’s Mungidh confirms that sections
[1] and [4] through [11] of the Mahajja indeed rely on the same source.

Despite their common source, comparison between the relevant sec-
tions in al-Himmasi al-Razi’'s al-Mungidh and al-‘Ans1’s al-Mahajja shows
significant differences between the two. Al-‘Ansi has used only a fraction
of the biblical material that had been included by al-Himmasi al-Razi in
his al-Mungidh. Moreover, al-‘Ansi repeatedly replaced Abu I-Husayn al-
Basri’s discussion as adduced by al-Himmasi al-Razi by his own, which at
times is only remotely similar to that of Abu l-Husayn al-Basri as reported
by al-Himmasi al-Razi with no verbatim agreement whatsoever (see sec-
tions [4], [5], [6], [7], [10], [11]). The most striking difference is al-‘Ansi’s
different arrangement of the biblical passages, which disagrees with that of
al-Himmasi al-Razi, as is evident from the table below.

BIiBLE AL-‘ANST AL-HIMMASI AL-RAzI32

Gen. 16:6-12 [10] [1](316:3-317:8)

Gen. 49:10, 12 |[2] (= al-Hasan al-Rassas [1]) | —

Deut. 18:15 [1] [2], with Deut. 18:18-19 (317:12-318:9)

[4], with Gen. 21:20f (319:10-321:2,

Hab. 3:3-13 | [11] 318:12-13, 321:7-18)

Isa. 35:1-2 [5] [7] (324:5-325:4)
Isa. 41:17-20 [6] [11] (326:11-327:4)
Isa. 42:11-13 [9] [10] (326:1-9)

Isa. 43:19-20 [7] [12] (327:5-7)
Ezek. 19:10-14 | [8] [13] (327:10-329:3)
Ezek. 27:21ff | [3] (= al-Hasan al-Rassas [2]) | —

Zeph. 3:8-10 [4] [14] (329:4-330:6)

It cannot be decided whether al-‘Ansi had Abu 1-Husayn’s Ghurar at his
disposal or whether he gleaned the material from an intermediary source.
No manuscript of the Ghurar ever surfaced in Yemen although there is
some evidence that the text, or parts of it, were known to some Zaydi schol-
ars of Yemen. A plausible intermediary source would have been Rukn al-
Din Mahmud b. Muhammad al-Malahimi al-Kh¥arazmi’s (d. 536/1141) al-
Mu ‘tamad {1 usiil al-din, a comprehensive theological sumima that is largely
based on Abu l-Husayn al-Basri’s Tasaffuh al-adilla up to the section on

I-Husayn al-Basri's Ghurar al-adilla, as preserved in a work by al-Himmasi al-Razi,” A Com-
mon Rationality: Mu ‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism, eds. C. Adang, S. Schmidtke and D. Sklare
(Wiirzburg 2007), 297-330.

32 The page numbers refer to the edition in Adang, “A rare case”.

17 Schmidtke CS3.indd 231 @

05/04/2013 09:57:26



232 SABINE SCHMIDTKE

the denial of the vision of God by the faithful in Paradise (Abu I-Husayn
had died while writing this part of the book).?? For the latter parts it seems
that Ibn al-Malahimi has extensively used Abu l-Husayn al-Basri's Ghurar
al-adilla 3* However, this cannot be verified at present as Ibn al-Malahimi’s
work is only incompletely preserved.3®

The possibility that both al-Himmasi al-Razi and al-‘Ansi had used the
same intermediary source for Abu l-Husayn al-Basri’s discussion of bibli-
cal predictions of the advent of the prophet Muhammad is suggested by
sections [5] and [11] of al-‘Ansi’s texts and the corresponding passages in
al-Himmasi al-Razi’s al-Mungidh, viz. sections [7] and [4]. Both al-‘Ansi
and al-Himmasi al-Razi refer to Abu l-Husayn al-Basri at exactly the same
location of the text which would hardly be the case if one of them or both
had immediate access to the primary source.3®

The following edition of the relevant section from al-‘Ansi’s Mahajja is
based on two manuscripts of the work: (i) MS Munich, Bayerische Staats-
bibliothek, Cod. arab. 1273, ff. 93b:13-96a:17 [= 1]; (ii) MS Munich, Bayer-
ische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286, ff. 188a:6-190a:5 [= o]. In the an-
notation, the corresponding passages from al-Himmasi al-Razi’s Mungidh
are quoted in full.
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33 The extant fragments of the Tasaffuh al-adilla have been published as Abu l-Husayn
al-Basri, Tasaffuh al-adilla. The extant parts introduced and edited by Wilferd Madelung and
Sabine Schmidtke (Wiesbaden 2006).

34 See my “Abti al-Husayn al-Basri on the Torah and Its Abrogation,” Mélanges de
['Université Saint Joseph 61 (2008), 559-580.

35 Rukn al-Din Mahmad b. Muhammad al-Malahimi al-Kh“arazmi, Kitab al-Mu ‘tamad fi
usiil al-din, revised and enlarged edition by W. Madelung (Tehran 2012).

36 Cf. section [5]: wa-dhakara al-Saykh Abii I-Husayn al-Basri annahu ra’a hadha l-kalam
... qal: wa-‘alimtu anna ft hadha l-kalam ... and ed. Adang, 324:8-9: gala: wa-ra’'aytu ... gala
I-Saykh: ... fa-‘alimtu anna fi hadha l-mawdi*, and section [12]: wa-amma l-nasara fa-dhakara
-Saykh Abii I-Husayn rahimahu llah annahu ra’a fi nugilihim ... gala I-Saykh rahimahu lah:
wa-nugila li ... and 320:7-8: gala: fa-amma l-nasara fa-ra’aytu i nuqalihim ... gala: wa-nugila ...
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