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' December 23, 1935 | g

Deer rofessor “eblens

I have :}oun of December 19 rog;rdin;c Dr. ilirschfelder. As
fer ae 1 em concerned, the. decision ee to his being sdmitied to the Institute 1s,
ee such decislone have alweys been, entirely in the hende of the uthmuod group. :

,I You do not ua,;,r whether or not Dr. Mirschfelder will oxp-oct e grant, He made
some ellusion to that subject in eponking; with me, and ‘I replied thet ;nu and
your aaoela.‘t.ca‘ were the sole judpes, If Ridenour recelves a pn;lrlng post,
there would be money available for llirschfelder, if the methematicel group so

. desire. '

I do not guite Tollow the second parsgraph of your letter in 'hich
you sey thet "coSperetive urangmnta will be more difficult unfer the restrictions
which ere now contempleted®, mo only restriction which I hed in m.lad wes thi.. ol
that young men presumebly of promise ought not to divide their time between usuuh .
in the Institute and elementary tesching in the University. A8 & matter of t'wt. :
every Pulletin 1asn§d by the Institute deecribes it as & fulletimo institute : '

devoted to reseerch end tesching ebove the PH.Ds levels OCn those terme !Ir. Bam=

btrgormdmdﬂu xnﬂltnte. and to those tomnnmmn:u\dduum
" bound to conforms - uwﬂumﬂwiugdth Mmtwmomhﬂl
prinaiple will Mly simplify coSperation, for it um me u h
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~Hell being crowded, as it now is. '3-,:;’-

respect to full time were not arbitrery. For twenty=five years I have been

1

founders end mmm: mmmnuu individuels mma; m, ‘

effort to cobperate on the mmn,mu.wv-mm-cmtmg'__

plest way 1a not to start it.

ﬂH ]

, The only pessible nmu\thnt 1 cen foresee is that we mey have tn
pay one person in full instead of two ptrma in parts Inamoh as we are baﬁ ” *

to select in any event, this would eimply reduce the onronmnnt at Fim Han hy
one or two persons = iteelf rather a deecirable than an undesireble situation, M——_-

Ao 1 write thie, I em reading the Life of llenry ¥, YNevinaon,
a brilliant Englishman who, cpeaking of his own werk, says:

“The work was supposed to0 take only half ny time, but it is & sesfe
precept never to accept a half-time job, for it ie impossible to regu-
late & day's work by helveo."

Insteed of half, he might just as well hev e sald, "part®,

The promises which I made to Mre Bamberger and Mree Fuld in -

studying end observing univereity end medical school conditions in this country "”

end in mest Luropeen countriess I heve of courese encountered some part-time

men who were doing better work than some fulletime mens Yet teking the thing ;
eo & whole wnd reslizing that no one cen be certain in advence as to any indivi 3
I ceme ewey from this long and thoroughly objective experience with the eonviothi;'; :
thet ecedemic sefety lies in the full-ftln arrangement, Quite independently the |

having ) :
nockefeller Institute/in ite eerly daye h:d some pnrb-tiu workers ceme to the - ;_fu,.-l-‘.

lﬁniunl amlthatr
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having tried fullstine one year tried partetize workers the next yeer and
them wholly the third yeer. ' TR
e There ie enother consequence that would huvltab:.y follow g,- S

to impeir the sutonomy of the separate echools einse; as epplicetions ror M
errengenents in elementary teaching come up, the Director will be forced to & _l =
_ personel investipgation, the result of which may be thet I nay be'compolM to
ovovgiulo one or the other of the Institute groupss  If we cen have o distinct
understanding on these two po!.nt'-a, nemely, that in the sbsence of ouch considerse
\tions ee operate in the cese of Pryce no one will be admitted without the MheDs
degree end nc;:t that, codperation with the Unive,g-ai,t.y must talke plece ﬁnir &tm
level of resesrch end mever st the level of mere teaching or routine uei.ai._m,'
the sutononmy of each group will be as neerly complete as it can be madey G’Mpl
wtll of course still have to live within their budgets, and it will nhayu have “
be the buaimsn of the Director to weigh the conflioting needs and demands for

funds and to epportion income between groupe se judicilously as with thetr advice

he possibly cens Heving dons thet, hie activities will be mainly cl_-ntis; to :
. relieving the mwor one thousand and cne immaterial a.mu-mm wmdmo
fere with t.htlz fundemental purposes, I do not think it at .n miaug M; .
even though in md- nn this wee seid- o.t. the baginning, it has telken ue a M :
yeere to reslize the aiy:iﬂumo of what wes explicitly undertaken, m.h.y
problems thst ll.hﬂlln ge to the very root of thinga mey from m to tlu '7
Should such bqthuﬁun it would, Ithluk. be in the u\-unoamm !
ligent declsion I! h discussed them hpthn ntm than mﬂoly. I np,
5 oertein mwu-xmmm ammuaut the mether
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our obligetions teo Iﬁ Bamberger ﬁl Mrse Puld,

of mu.!mﬁﬂnmthn‘thnhmﬁimmnmlh
this somewhat nrgmom.at!.n letters : n. 12 long, beceuse I am clesring my "l..l
mind as well aak.ry‘lng to clear the minds of other personss .

7ith all good tiahu and with edniretion for ilfsﬂ. m Ind your
colleagues have done far Vln;mu of anything I have oxruul to mmmﬁm
I am ' rl

Ever nincerely,
= ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Profeseor Osweld Yobha :
58 Battle Roed ' =
Princeton, Hew Jercey
AP:ESB
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Degembey 20, 1935 ARE

Dear Professor Veblens |
T have yours of December 19, 1935 in regard to Dr, Hirschfolder,
You 46 not menton whether or not Dr. Hirdifelder is %o receive a grant for - ~—
the second term. If Ridenour accepts a paying post, there will be money Mlﬂl; :
for Hirschfelder, if that is necessary, .
I gaw Professor von Neumann yesterday afternoon and read his minutes
of the meeting of the grouwp. In my judgment, we would hsn mde quicker and
clearer progress had I been present at jur. na:_tinc. for it seems rather absurd Iﬂ -
tod;;;:ul;t:a;s ot thil kind. ui.m;-i‘;r; obvious to me that there are nomlm
t}.onl affecting the mathematicians which I moy not understand Just as 4t 1s lqunlly
obvious that there are questions of moment which are bound to affect me which the
uﬂmntioiun do not understand. I modified Professor von Neumann's minutes im
the dfrection initeated by my second note o pw Aealir hin. Sk Dvaliohdn cases
and also added a postecript based wpon my conferences with persons im other departe
ments with whom the mathematiclans have no contact whatsoever. 1If we are to
presarve the present colperative relationship with Princeton University, t n | -
compelled to take into consideration factors, of vhinh no single school is m

aware, mwsmmhhmﬁuwmm-unmndmua :

t‘_.

nm who has not mum the Ph.D. degree or recommends a nhﬂu sppoutﬂt
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Protessor Veblea - December 20, 1928 sl P o] a
I should like the members of thcm'q tn quntlon h-h no ooﬁhntutu ll ¥ .
have myself made a personal mtmu;n. I feel abselutely sure that tlnnwlu

‘- ,f’ i .
Jﬁ%@, S

be dissatisfaction if any other course is pmrsued. In all these matters we mt
welgh advantages as against disalvantages. Were the Inatituts located at m
Orange, as r, Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld roally desired, some of the quastions which
we are now discussing muiﬁ,not arise at all and, in so far as ﬁho Uninnﬁg “, 2
concerned, we are bound to act as if the Institute were so located. I do not believe
that this consideration weighed in your conference the other day or that it is lmli
to weigh in any group conference which does nmot survey the whole problem, as I u
econtinuously bound to do.

I ;lo not see that coliperative appointments will really be nny more
difficult under -h_at you eall the restrictions than they have hitherto been, and the
worst that could happen would be that we would make ome or two fewer appointments
vilch 1n the crowied condition of Fine Hall would be mo misfortune. . Auything
we do ln‘rupu.n' to foreign mathematiclans will of course depend upon the available
funds, which after our real estate investments will not be increased., Indeed, at
the last meeting of the Executive Committee Dr. Weed raised the question as to whether
the fund for grants could not be gradually diminished. I took the position that for
the present and perhaps some ¥ime to come such acticn would not be duinhh,_.

Let us not lu; sight of the fagt that this Institute has no reason

| whatsoever for existence unless it offers opportunities bayond the Fh.D., degree, which
|are not obtainable in other institutigns, I said this %o Mr, Bamberger vhen he

IM F'MO it, and I have mm it in every mtul- S ¢ m& m
nntm@t}nﬂn&ﬂﬂuynmomhmhwumﬂudﬂm )
WMMOI to pnln who have mot mo!ul the !lt-’. m; we m mlm

ds by falng our v\ over umm:mw« he

J

‘ ;'ix‘

A 1 i LN 2 L
ey LA z; Ry
¥y o g0 G DA AR

>t .i;"
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| Pufouor Wite Dedesber 20, 1935

) personally lwo.tmid, as I should have dome, the Givens and Taud cases, my ‘
decision would have been in the negative, Flease do not regard this as anything

& Jun 414 not take them in. For the present the wbject can be forgotten, thm
"1 think we should all learn a lesson from it,

JNew York during the Christmay holidays. We expect you to let us lmow in advance

J .

umuna.' I-m\huﬂmtnimamtumlqﬁdﬁom, fg
freedom for work, salaries, ete., but duhumm-w'.ﬂq ?

this latter point the whole igsue turns. I am quite sure that, if I had

4 1‘:“.',

: _vﬁﬁ
but blm for myself, as you gave me every oppormniv and told me every tut. m ‘%'

i
L'

Mrs, Flexner tells me that you and Mrs. Veblen are likely to be in

of your coming so that we may have dinner and a éheatre together,

With all good wishes for you and Mrs. Veblem for Christmas and many, :

many happy New Years, : - - (i ;

| Brer sincerély, : ’;

' ‘ ARBAHAM FLEXNER e

“

Professor Oswald Veblen gk
68 Battle Road |

Pringceton, New Jersey |

u'm | ‘ ‘ TR o % ‘.‘:-’-.;;.

P. 8. Deseuber 21, 1988 A

. &

If you will look at the Bulletins from the very begimning, mvﬁlmu
plainly stated that the Inatitute was meant to be om full time which hae
meaning and should be strigtly construed. This is not a "redtriction" any more
than it is a prestriction at the Rockefeller Institute, It enables lmll
teachers to concentrate their attention and excludes routine, the _ ;
which is negligible or slight., In the effort to make the various s >
‘autonomous I have perhaps said "Yes" too frealy, but if ﬁilﬂﬂtiﬁ'
extraordinarily careful in the making of exceptions, autonomy s- automs
destroyed and the usual Amerigan college president resulis - ;
1 should wish or hope, !fnﬂhihudmbmum
time to preserve the Princeton commestion, we shall have %0 mmi"

~ fagtors which have, I think, utw -mmuuy with several s

' -u:-u 3
- Lt postacript after mw-mr mn of m-nmm‘h—
s o Shis letter. - o T
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 19, 13935
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I should like to recommend that Dr, J. L. Hirséhfelder be ad-
mitted to the Institute for the second term of the present academic year.
I expect that Dr. Hirschfelder will come to see you after the vacation.

Professor Smyth talked with me a day or so ago about Ridenauer
but I was unable to say aenything very definite. These cooperative ar-
rangements will of course be more difficult under the restrictions which
you are now contemplating. How far our funds will reach depends also
somethat upon what is done about the foreign mathematicians who are com-
ing to the Tercentenary. I shall probably be wanting to talk with you
about these questions soon aftter the wvacation.

With best wishés for a happy Christmas and a good wvaecation,

Yours sincerely,

O gl Vit

Oswald Veblen

Dr, Abrasham Flexner
20 llasssu Street
Princeton, N.d.
OvV:GB
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Dear Mrs. Veblem:

I am sure you will be interested in the following extract
, from a letter vhich I have just received from Dr, Brddel, who med
Professor and Nrs, Mayer upon their arrival in Baltimore: ‘

"It was done., Prof. M¥ayer and his wife -

were exactly on time and I was there to welcome them,
They are both charming people. She stood the trip
splendidly and d1d not seem to me to Be a very sick
woman., I took them to Tom (Dr. Cullen) and $alked

i to Bartie (Mre, Cullen) until Tom was through with

] Krs. M, Then I piloted them both over to the Hopkins
Hospital, where I saw to 1t, that she got a comfortable ’
'sunkist! room ia the Marburg Bldg. At the front g
entrance I found a prelishle taxi-lad, who promised to
deliver the Professor safely at the home of his friend, :
the mathematician Dr, Sirasky or some name like that.
(Probably Professor Zariski).”

The parenthetical expressions are mine.
We shall keep you posted as we have nm.
#ith the season's greetings,

/

Always sincerely,

AERAHAM FLEXNER

.,50 m‘ 'm-
58 Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey

= T g i
AF:ESB R
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Degember 18, 1935
Dear Professor Veblen) ; ﬁ !
Professor Smyth came to gee me yesterdny about Ridenour, 4s I T
understand it, the University wishes to give him a full-time po.at as instructor ﬁ

for the rest of this year. He asked me whether I cbjected, and I told him that
+ I had no objection, but oa the contrary I felt that in his case, as I did in
Bletek's, if they could get posts, the sacrifice was worth while, and I felt

sure that you would concur. He next asked me whether, if Mdmur did nok 1

T

get a post as lnstructor mi w. he could returm to the Institute om a mn@, : u

—_— ‘g replied t.hn I took mo part whatsoever in the awarding of grants but lhplf ape

proved such recommendations as came to me from the mathematical group. I sug-

gested that he get in touch with you. | ;
I have been thlnktu over the matter of the Ph.D. requirememt. '. : #‘
Inasmich as the !ncluh untvmiu“ dvo this degree so rarely and a man, Mh Gl 1"1

Pmu of whom Paull and others speak in the highest terms, is sent to us, I

 suspest that wo will have %o make an oscasional exeeption, but after all 1 dn nt G
£ think that the prineiple is really iuvalidated wham an exoeption is s tn m
of a person who, uummmmmmomm P.D, dogress

umnnmmmmmm v-u-mmm-m-nﬁti

Year, : .
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Degember 12, 1935
Dear Professor Veblen
I have thiis morning the enclosed freom .
William Flexner., 1 do not know what your judgment ;
of the Onrnell situation 1s or whether there is anything
that you can do. ' 1 send this to you for your informa~ !
tion, *
I may explain that Berhheimer is a humanist,
with whom Pandbky and Morey were v-ry much pleased.
Iver sincerely, ‘ y ’
Professor Oswald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNER Y 4
Fine Hall
l'rtnuetq. New Jersey
AF ESB . '
Py Thad eyt
which you and Bisenhart and I a.i::aud the other day.
T
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December 11, 1935

Dear Professor Veblen:

I have given some little thought to the subjects which you, Dean
Eisenhart, and I @iscussed on Monday afternoon, and I have also read with care
the four bulletins which have already beem -ublished. In Bulletin No, 2, page 1,
and in subsequent BPulletins the following specific statement is mades

"In some fields universities provide admirable opportunities
for work beyond the Ph.D, degree, but with the exception of mediocine
and certaimother branches the country has not hitherto possessed an
institution in which young men and women could continue their inde-

- pendent training beyond this stage and im which research could be
carried on with adequate support without pressure of numbers or
routine and unhurried by the need of obtaining practical results.”

In referring to medicine I had of course the Rockefeller Institute in
mipd, and to some extent similar facilities are available in a few medical
schocls., Dean Eisemhart's suggestion that im the future the Institute should

( enroll only post-doctoral students therefore hawiui with the statements which
\han been printed, ulthough a few exceptions, not on reflection worth while, have
prsvtouly been made,

The question of the importance to be attached to degrees is one
which eannot be answered im such a way as to be sure that one is doing in every
individual case the wisest possidle thing, I am, as I think you will grant,
cpposed to the multiplication of rules and rezulations, and we have reduced all

formalities to the minimum, Nevertheless an institutidm like the Johns Hopkins
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Professor Veblen December 11, 1936 , s ==

Medical School has found ,that ln the long run and on the whole 1% 1s best to
restrict admission 10 persons who hold the A.B. degreo, though unquestionably there
will sometimes be persons esqually fit to emter the school who have not yet obtained
| the degree. In the same way, the lockefeller Institute has followed the practice
of aimitting only purnoaa who have obtained the K.). degree, though naala it has
doubtless hapoened in tho gourse of the last thirty years that someone without the
| M.D. degree would be just as good as, perhaps bestur than, someone who is admitted
" with 48, The same reasons lead me to bellieve that om the lholerand in the long ™un
=g uhould: insist that persons who have not obtained the !h;b. degree should obtain it-
at oni of the many graduate gchools in this country before being registered as a
member of the Institmte.
I have al® been thinking over the question of par tetime assistants. I
should concede that in some par ticular case it maoy happen that a pa ticular par t-
time assistant might be more @iseful - than a full-time assistant, but the danger
of complications is not imaginary. Yesterday I had separate interviews with
Dr, Taub and ¥r. Givens. They are not dissatisfied with their present situation.
They both believe that some teaching experience may help them in the future to obtain
a post. On the other hand, whem I Vaakod them directly the question:
"finich would reallj' be in your best interest, as far as you can tell -
the present arrangement or a full-time npportunity that you may pursue
study and research?" . e
they both chose without hositation the latter alternative. I do not believe thaft
it is the province of the Institute to concern itself with giving these young men
routine te;chirg experience,partly because the Institute has other objects, partly
bacause the time involved in teaching consists of the time necessary to prepare for
teaching, the time given t¢ teaching,and the time necessary to mark papers or do
other work which is of no inherent importanse. As our term is only six months, it

.
o= — B
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Professor Veblen December 11, 1938 R

. if
is materially reduced by these activities. Moreover,/we should take into

account teashing experience with the view to ease of obtaining a subsequent post,
wo should make it the rule and not the exception, as in these $ wo cases. Again, -
the practice itself tends to spread, and 1t will be extremely difficult to deeide
in each particular case whether it should be allowed or not. Findly, there is
the problem of financial adjudiéation between the University and the Institute in
the case of part-time teachers which may create difficulties or friction. In
ny judgment, therefore, it will be simplest to avoid this kind of thing altogether,
There is no danger involved in cofperati on such as takes plage between professors
in the two institutions. There is danger of the kind I have mentioned above and
- also danger of exploitation of young men involved in the part-time arrangcnt.
Opposed thougx I am on principle to the making of rules, I think that on the whole
it will be best if we pursue the inflexible rule followed at the Rockefeller Instie -
tute in reference both to insistence upon degrees and upon absolute full-time
: devotion to study, It will save us time and troubla; and 1t wilYprotect young '
men who in education, as in industry, are the persons who need to have their
“opportunities and interests safeguarded. I should have takem tiis attitule at
| the beginning of the year in referemce to Taub and Givens if I hal completely
]Endoratood what was oont-piatea. I, not you, am~responsible for the fact that
I 414 not understand. If on reflection you think I am wrong on either or both
\ of these two points, there is no reason in the world why you should not bdring them
up at the next meeting of the Board. You may be sure that they will be discussed
on their absolute merits without the slightest danger of any personal feeling,

. Sy

whatever the result.
As you ¥mow, Professor Mitrany, following the precedent set in the =
Givens and Taud cases, has requested a similar arrangement with an instrustor *
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Professor Veblen December 11, 1835

in the Department of Politics. Both President Dodds and the Chairman of the

Dapmynro cppbud to it on principle as ublr to ralse many questions of
the same sort in the future and also as being liable to create feeling among the
younger men within the departments.

Unless I am instmtd by the Board to do otherwise, 1 shall meke the
position of ﬁu Inatitute clearer in the next Bulletin which we issue.

There is one other consideration, of which I think it is very important
that we should not lese sight. These ymmg mathematiclans Vwolk with great intensity. _
They have very little time left for recreation or miscellaneous reading, and yeot s
recreation is 1mpor€ant to their health and miscellaneous reading is in the highest
dygrﬁe important to their education., If the English, Fremch, and Germans have any
advantage over us, 1t is dus to the fact that thelr best scholars and scientists
have interests and tastes wiich Americans have not generally cultivated to the same
degree, ﬁe should bos making it practically impossible for young Americans to . ~
cultivate breadth of interest and lmowledge if -in addition to intense, specialized
work in one fleld they ars durdened with routine of finor importance in the same

field. | :
Alwaye sineerely,

ABFAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oawald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey

AF1E58
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Cctober 28, 1935

Dear Professor Veblen:

I have been thinking further about our brief conversation yesterday
on the subject of alditional land, There are several considerations which I
have kept constantly before me and which I should like to put down in writing
for your consideration, .

1. BEverydollar invested in real estate diminishes
1ncmand&mshanpmwhatweoando in reapect to men and
facilities, that it is men and facilities that make institutions _
of learning, not acres or frontage. The same is true of building.

2, Our next moves must be in the very nature of
things in the direction of strengthening the two new schools, I
de not wish to do this at the expense of mathematics, and yet
unnecessary investment in real estate may threaten it.

J. You were rightly insistent on the importance
of additional space for the mathematiclans, but we are, I think,
extremely unlikely to invest in additional space for the mathematicians
if we are simultaneously confronted with the need of gradual expansion
for the two new schools and a conasiderable additional investment in
real estate.

4, Some day or other we shall want to consider our
relationship to the Princeton Iibrary, which is again from my point
of view more important than additional acres. -

-

-I have absolutely no desire to speak with finality as to the order u
primary
which these various questions shall be met. In fact, the/responsibility for

decisions must be taken by the Committee on Bulldings and Orounds. Having stated 4

my own views, I shall carry out loyally any desision arrived at by the Board.
Always sincerely,

Professor Oswald Veblen ARV AMAM FLEXNER i
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY October 17, 1935
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

On looking over the enclosed document, it turns out thatLPro-
fessor Weatherburn's visit to America is proposed for the present aca-
demic year, and not for 1936-7. Our fund for stipends for the present
year is exhausted, so that we are not in a position to do anything on
this basis. It is possible that we might give Weatherburn an invita-
tion for an occasional lecture or two, but I have not spoken with my
colleazues on this subject.

I did find, however, before discovering that it was the pres-
ent year which was in question, that the permenent members of our School,
and also the difflerential geometry people on the University staff, would
be favorable to the idea of helping Vleatherburn to come here. He would
also be of interest as being one of the very few active mathematicians in
his part of the world. However, as I have already said, I don't see what
we can do about the matter,

Yours sincerely,
i
_ */W,.A//Jﬂ‘“
Oswald Veblen
Dr. Abrahem Flexner
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, H.J.
OvV:GB
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October 7, 1935

Deer Professor Veblem:

The enclosed correspondence has boeen ;
referred to me by Dr. lqplof.bhoumgio :
Corporations Of course, I myself lmow nothing ;ff
about Professor Weatherbwrm. It is for you and . t
your associates to decide whether you would wish ;‘%:g

to muke e grant whish would emable him to come to
* Princeton some time subsequent to November 1938,

Simcerely yours,
ABRAMAM [Loamen




Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1934-1935
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, September 30, 1335

Dear lrs, Bailey:
I have your notice of the meeting of the
Trustees on October 14, and of course intend to be
present.
Yours sincerely,

O serdd |

Oswald Veblen
i o S

lUrs, Esther S. Bailey
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, H.J.

OV:GB
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September 30, 1988

Dear Professor Veblems
S
In my absence last liay the enclosed
was received and acknowledged by lirs. Bailley.

1 suppose it is Just as importent as most of the
other things of the kind which heve been sent to

me, If you will just spend sbout two minutes on
it end tell me, I will lmow preclsely what to say
in retwming it to its author,

Sincerely yours,
ABRALIAYN FLEXMER _ ﬂ

Professor Ogwald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, lew Jersey ;

AF/MCE
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llagnetawen, via ™urke Fells,
Onterio, Canade
fugust 25, 195%

NDeer Profececor Vehlen:

You would not jueee from the number - or lack of number - of letters
T heve written yqu thet I heve reclly been a very rocd boy this cummer in enswering
lettore thet heve reslly hed to be enswered. I heve lettcers written in July by
you and Tosdick end others, to which I 4id not reply, because I have hed s0 meny
lettere to write in my own hend to members of my femily, of vwhom severel have
been 111 during the -umner. 2 g matter of fect, 1 wse he .y to heer from you
end to know thet the trip which you snd jour wife took back to the "horse end
bugry age" by reanc of a twentieth century eutormobile wes a great cuccess. 1
em s8lso glad to know thet ycu end eyl ere being either throush conscientious
ccrujples or intellectusl effervescence forced to use part of your sumer leloure
es an informel swmer term,

%e have had a quiet sunmer, thourh there were two visitors from
Oxford, and the Aydelottes came up for & week. lre. Belley was in France and
returned only a few deys ego, by which time the pile of unsnsweréd notes hed
essured rather stegpering proportions. Fortunately, we practically encaped
the severe weather, which wes for 20 lon* prevelent in the States. lie seemed
to be on the fringe of it during three or four afternconn, hut the morninge were
cool end the eveninge delicicus, snl thon ceme a heevy rein snd e wind from the
¥orth, rince wich time the home fires heve been kept corstently burning.

'e have spent ~ur time reading, welldng, end in our uruel aquatiec
pursuito, In the evening the vicirola hae given us Beethoven, lfozert, Erahms,
end occasionally we have & geme of carde emong odtelves. Jeen spent about two
end e half weeks with us end then had to return to help bear her pert in keeping
Congress in session. Eleenor was here for about five weeks - the longest period
that we have had her with us in severel yeera, end we did enjoy every moment of it,

The Institute and thoee who belons &b it floet in and out of my
mind firom time to time ac I look into the fire or walk through the woode. I
have heard nothing further on the subject of the real estete negotietions cince
I wrote to you, but I assume that !r. Thomee hae obteined the necessary options.
[ I wish I could essure you that thie cide of the Institute will move se quickly
ee you desire, but I feer thet it will not, It would be impracticable to under-
teke an extencion of Fine Mell until we heve erected somet!ing for ourselves, end
it is going to teke time to work out the deteils of our own structure, in which
weghall do something for Princeton, just as it took you no doubt a considersble
ainount of time to work out the deteile of Fine l’.all./ After we once get the

L=
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Professor Veblen August 25, 19%

central building, vhich will enable us to offer comething to Princeton, we will
be in position to take up with our Board and with the Princeton Trusteee the Fine
Hall problem. It mey turn out thet, if we do not push, the two jobs cen bte made
to overlap, tut enything like impetience on our part would be more ept to result

\ in deley then in acceleration.

- I em delighted about Morrzan “"erde I "ad.e nice note from lirs. ¥eyl.
end elro letiers from *‘lexsnder, G8del, Peull, etc. The Brauero are in Torornto,
ell difficulties regerding their trenspladetion having been overcome., Laue certainly
end Perliner (of the eturwiesenschaften) probebly will be our guests in the course
of the esrly sutumn. I assume thet we can put them up et the Kesssu Club. oy

Amne joins me in wermest greetings te both you end lire, Veblen,
Jith all good wishes,

Ever sincerely, ‘ .

ABRAMAM FLEXNER

Professor Ooweld Yeblen
Prooklin
Hencock County, !‘zine

AFESD
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July 6, 1936

Dear Professor Veblen: ' - ' MEC
‘ I have the feeling that I ought to have writtem you and yowr wife
-rn_cr.htﬂlncmh-ﬁulimnm-nhdcmﬁ;rwuﬁm
was such a fizsle in most respeots that I did wot wish to write muoh about i%e
rumm»mmﬂm,WmtmGMng&oﬂﬁht
at Genoa we shivered with cold. Iouu.ltoihliuthtdhthphu.w
dating perhaps 300 or 350 persoms, and found six guests - fowr of whom, by the way,
wore Gormens - asd what wes move important, no heat. [After weiting & wook we
decided that at amy rate if we went to Paris wo could get some cenbtral heabing,
8o the rest of our vacation was spent there. The hotel was comforteble, but

the oub-of-doors missreble, and, of course, i% was impeseible to visit any plases
of interest, You cam judge of my state of mind and body when I bell you that
yﬂntsﬂmﬂﬁﬁwmnm--mrum-.ﬂ-h
Mpmwmn-um-m-w-mm_.]m.-mqmm
two thingss we saw & fow = a ¥ery fow « wvaru friends, and vo foud that you
oould mot talk about suything without drifting into talk sbout wars and we got
the most perfoot rest, I think, that I have over had. I wemt %0 bed with my
mmnuthuﬁm'.'mmmmwumm-mhm
pipes were in action. loral: Primceton next spring, . ‘



~ Professor Veblen . July 6, 1935 “2e

I came down to Princoton a day or eo after arriving in New York and
' gount wily o $ostnd mnile  adee Slglind dout ant she haw owns b0 New Tovk 0
| .Si.ﬁtlﬂfgai{igi.lt%-nls |
ego when My, Thomas called me to ssy that same of the lots between the Olden Farm
end the golf gourse were going to be sold et forecloswre. I wus fearful that if
they foll imto other hands 1t might be difffoult to got them, I referred him to
Mr, lanss, who Sook tho metber wp with lir, Bamborger and he very promptly pub up
the money to secure them. As for the rest, !y, Thomes told me this worning that he
had options on almost everything that we wauted, only ome or two 1little picoes
being still lefk ouwte I have had & talk with President Dodds, who told mo thab
. E-I.pnt.‘l Buildings and Cyrounds wes very favorsble to coSperution with us
and hed left it to o eamittos camposed of himsclf, lir. Wimtringer, end some other
person, whose meme I forget. There was meither time, nor was there I believe need,
«oeﬁuﬁiio‘-ilg!gi'ioﬁai
plﬁni.iﬂﬂ-cﬂorfa&ngo The options all run wntil
late mext fall, If the worst comed %o werse and we decided to bulld elgevhere
Whan o e GIf couped, we eeuld casily disyeve of Whe 1ote vhish Mve Themss 84
going to seowre for us. ,_ |
gt The weather hes been perfootly delishtful hore up to yesterdsy, wiem
all of a swiden the sun, without notice, made o dash fer 100 degrees, of which _
it fell & fow dogrees shart, I came down to Princeton to finish wp what mil had
ncommulated, lirs, Bailey ssiled for Burope yestordsy om the "Champlein”. iss
Eichelser has evérything in exoellent shapo end I shall olean off my desk this
Hondey we are geing to Osmads - Anne, Jean, Eleancr and myeslfy Wo
are mosning to heve & quic* sumer. Woodward of All Souls and kis wife and the
mm B R/ T e
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Prefesser Viblon O saye, sem -

Mlhtunmodusmthhw nmwhmthﬂﬁn
T shall kave to Fish gols to the fish Vhere will be mere exoltement fn the bebbem g

- of the lake than prevails in Washington or Adyesinla. j\

I'hope that you and Mo, Veblen are having a porfectly delightful time,
The Einsteins heve gone o 014 Iyme, Comnectiout, after buying & house on Meroe ‘
Strest. I found here a lomg, charming letber frem le. Weyl. anuﬂ‘

is going to Italy, Michesl is going to Seendinavie, and Joachim to Englend, |

‘ Muaaﬂdﬂﬁnmnﬁmmnﬂhtnw
how you and yowr wife ares I will promise to suswer, but I shall probably be
mmhqub.mmmmmm E

Vith a1} good wishes to you both, in which Amme warmly joins, |
Ever sincerely, }
e
\ ABRAL AN FLEXNER S
Professor Oswald Veblen ‘
V .
Henoock Gounty, Haine ; pi
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June 29, 1936

. Professoy Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey

liy dear Professor Veblom: iy
I am sending you herewith duplicate deposit
slip, receipted by Princeton Benk and Trust Compeny, for
:. $1,187,60; which represents your salary for the month
L of June 1955, after having dedusted your payment of
* ) Mmmmnmm
Very tiuly yours,

E8THER 8, BMLEY

Assistant Secretary

.

=
e
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Uay 31, 1936

Professor Oswald Veblen
B8 Battle Road

Princeton, New Jersay
liy dear Professor Veblen:

I am sending you herewith duplicate deposit
slip, receipted by Princeton Bank and Trust Company, for
£1,187,60, which yepresents your salary for the month of
day, 1935, after having deducted your payment of 362,50
towards your retirement allowance.

Very truly yours,
EBTHEH 8 aalLEY

Assistant Secretary

T e
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May 25, 1986

Deer Professor Veblen:

I have your letter of the 19th, enclosimg Frof. Tucker's
note, Frofessor Lefschetz has been informed thut the Imstitute will
take care of the expense of the mimeogrephing, and I believe
Prof. Tucker and Iiss Blake are now arrenging for the work to be
done by ompeten"b students. I am holding Prof. Tucker's letter
and shall returm it to you '1!_1 the aubwm,

You will be glad to hear that igr. and lirs. Flexner have
otblled reporting a fine ﬁyngo.

Ve have hed glorious weather and, of course, have been
greatly enjoying it. Today, however, is a real Novémber deye

Vith kind regards to you and Mrs, Veblen,

Sincerely yours, ¥
ESTHER &. BAILEY

Professor Oswald Veblen
Breoklin
Hanoook County, liaine

Y=L
et R LG e
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i ey 16, 1955
(e m-m M& Mu

5 WMMM Veblen:

= m-mcmmlmm
S | of the Tnstivute ave of sush a confidmtial nature
| that T shall hold your coptes here at the office,

 unless you m,ﬁtrl'w them to you in

gl - X hnpo that mua Mrs. Veblen
M a comfortable journey and are now greatly
- .enjoying your well earned rest. '

R With kind rcnm %o you and

i, ﬁ. Veblen, I am

5 =i . .  Stneerely yours,

: nmén 8. BRALEY

T e T Y L T e
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April 30, 1936 -

Pr gor Oswald Veblen
v
Princeton, New Jersey

iy dear Professor Veblen:

) I am sending you herewith duplicate deposit
slip, receipted by Princeton Bank and Trust Company, for
mm.ﬁ.wmmnhmmmmmer
April, 1988, after having deducted yowr payment of §62,80
towards yowr retirement allowance.

Very truly yowrs,

gsTHER 8. BRLEY
Assistant Seerotary

R

Sy
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liy dear Professor Veblen:

I am sending you herewith dupliocate
deposit slip, receipted by Princeton Bank and Trust
Compexy, for §1,187.50, whish represents your salary
for the month of Marsh, 1935, after having deducted
your payment of $62,50 towards your retirement
allowance.

Very truly yours,

EBTHER & LAY

Assistant Seeretary

N el R e W -
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March 6, 1935

Dear Profaescsor Vsblen:

71l you take the enclosed wp with
Professor Siegel? I am surprimed that CGillette
chould ask for an accounting for the money sdvanced
by Princeton University or by the Institute, It
would soen to me that nll Professor Siegel has te
do is to account for the appropriation made by the
Rockefeller Founintion,

. Please tale paina to mnln Professor
Siezel see that the request of the Foundation is
merely o routine matter and Implios no lack of
confidence in Lim,

Sincerely yours,
Professor Oaswald Veblen

Fine Hall
| Princeton, Hew Jersey

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

’

AF's B5B
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' sequently !nmanistic studies. This is an important point, because on it, I

fellows of o college deliberate, The Univeraity is an anomalous affai, &

March 2, 1935

Dear Professor Vebleni- _

I have this morning yours of February 28, Let me sugrest that
you write Mra, Mamming how, in your opinion, she nlght.noat hopefully appmuch
the Rockefeller Foundation. . You can also say, as far as next year is concerned,
there is no particular occasion to worry. If the Rockefeller Foundation declines
help towards the necessary endowment, we con put our hends together as to the best
next step. -

hile I am writing, let me say a few things on which I have re:!'lot_:to&

a good deal since our convorsation the other day in respect to additional facilities,

This question must, and I think will, be viewed by the Trustees from the standpoint -
of the institution as a vwhole, You ought, it seems to me, on looking at it to

forget that you are a member of the mathematical group, for your irfluence within

| the Board will in the long run depend upon your capacity to view the Institute
' a8 a developing concern which in the near future will take up economics and sub-

i

think, depends thé extent to which what is erronecusly called ‘ffamﬂby government"
is 1m1; to be ingugurated, In the precise sense of the words, “faculty goveras
ment" exigts novhere on earth, In Germany the faculties dseliberate and have ‘

g ST

always been subject to econtrol by the education ministries, In Oxford the -
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| Professor Veblen. . ~ March 2, 1938 |

for 1ts real progress won a perwnality. Tims at Caxbrides in-vesent yoars
the moving force was Sir Hugh Anderson of Caius in oolpamﬁm with .ﬁhuiﬂzﬁvmlv
Grants Committes, mde wp moinly of lay-men, In addition, three times within
our generation Parliament, finding that the colleges were not moving, has ap~
pointed statutory commissioners,mainly ddy-men, vho have brought about far-reach- 7
ing changes in the administration of the Universities. Provineinl universities
in England are all governed by-bomds of trustees on which faculty members are

fn small ninorfty. Against the julgment of protty nearly every ome whom I have
consulted I am trying the experiment of conducting the Inatitute with a board 3
made up of lay-mem, outside scholars and scientists, and faculty members, How
far faculty membership will be influential and how far 1t will extend in Amerieca
are going to depend upon the ability of t.h__oao chosen to forget the particular
faculty,of which they are members, and to rlook at the Institute as a whole,

Franfurter gave that nm;mt a distinct setback, though, whemever
any one has spoken to'ba about him as a "professor"; I have alwayas pointed out
that 1t was unfair ‘to saddle his conduet upon "professors" as a whole,

Complete faculty rule would mean that the mth-emticinnu have got to
think and dévote time not only to teaching and investization in mathemntics but
to searching in new fields 1fke coonomios, lumanism, and finding the persons as
well as the money. The regult at the present moment would be that the whole
thing would be in the hands of mathematiclians, and the mathematicians would do
vhat I am do!ng, namely, devoting thelr antire time to things that do not bear
upon mathemntics, This last weel, for example, I have spent almost ry entire
time in conforences on the subjects of the humanities and economios. Whjr should

a mathematical group want to do that or what particular capanlti b 1&..@2;1: =
doing 187 Besides, our American institutions are so large that faculties are

-
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menm Vcblm ,. March 2, 1935

simr_al-lr regnrded as an inefficient instrument for purposes which they al.mm i :}:
dd scharge, .. Ve Pw_o in tlibs comtry a dd’inih m;l!.tion or lay mﬁ. I h
think this has not worked ﬁoétéﬁy. ¥e cantt Lsprove ot 1% W adopting o ther ’?
the English or the Gemn mtm. noither of 'hiuh was, however, a wmﬁw :
system, Oan we improve upon it by m hrioo which we are now ntuiul.ng? Thet
- depends on the ability of the faculty members who come on the Board to Yook at
the situation in 1ts entirety, -
| This briags me to the subject of building, I do not Imow what the Board
thinks.' but I have had experience enough to maks a ;_:rat.ty @oa guens, ‘There are
puych;:loaiml. practical, and prudential reasons why the Institute lhanld in the :
near future possess a.“bu-nding of its oom. For tho immediate present we can o=
-improvise, Riefler y;stomaw to0ld me he would be quite happy in a room a.d.icmlm
ours at 20 Nassau Strect. As far as mthematics s concernel, I wrote you somee
what fully on Jamnry 28, Originally, there was a question amonc somo of the
‘;Tmtoos whether the conbination in Pine Hall would work, I thousht 1t would work,
and 1t has worked, and.! thinlk nobody now has any doubts on the subject, mw
questions I have disgussed with you and Eisenhart is the possidility of a small .
" wing or utilizing the basement of Fine Hall, the latter having now been mld ;
-’___mt as impracticable, I am sure that a suggestion to put a duilding on the
: Pi-mo:to:: c@ would probably be rejected by both Bomrds of Trustees, tut you
| are perfectly free to male the sugsestion in order to find out the sentiment of
_.;;ho Building Committee and the Board iteelf, for nothlng that I say in this letter
- is anything else than ry personal view wlth which 1 am acquainting you in M A
that you may think the thing ovér and thereafter advocate on your own M&iﬁ’:
‘w course that you think 'lu. h not hu ug:t ef m r-ot that mm
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mammm?mmmmmm. m-m u«'uum
cutting dewn what ve are ptung into uth-nuu. ‘rm sos then that 1 an trr-
instovinthem\l&uunahmaportodof; let us say, ﬂumn.

dnring which ouwr financial situation may have changed;

ﬂ'faémnmx saying that, "If we had purmed any other Gourse than
ﬂntmchnmm the Institute would have been a 'flop™ This I aonnt
see. On the contrary, tiough our growth might have been ond was, I l.—gtna, o= ;
pected by all of na to have been much slower, the aix or seven pfofua-o;-a'ﬂ{h ”
& féw vorkars_would have grevented 1%s Deing a "flop®, 1t cun be stabllized At -
its present point or inr_g limited in mumbers without being a 'nog'f" ' rﬁutm,
Claude Bernard, Rowland, gnd others whom you kmow better than T d1d not "flop",
though. they were mere individuals, I am much more afraid of "ﬂop:i!.ﬁg“ through
bigness than through smallnéss. I agreo with Justice Brandeis that size in
ftsolf 1s bad, and nowhere ia it worse than in institutions of learning and ree

search,

~—

In a1l this (excopt tho first paragraph) Ian'rittngymuatmtu.
not as a professor of mathematics, and I should mi oven write if I worem ;
anxious thmlmmmmnhmnhmwmmmmm
‘tbntm-tnwmuydapmﬂwﬁnningomﬂ ence - a task to which I have .
devoted myself with all mtmmwlmnmw:mtnntmtlhﬂw
berger. rmoa-mmmmwimm.uxhucnmmmmﬂ
have realized that Warylusdbugot te bo odusated by experience to trust

POV o

those upon whom the responsidility minly falls, Hence time 1s not a oo.mnu. 3

factor, : :
Always sineersly, =

x4 i i

Profoasor oma Yoblln . ‘ABRAHAM FLEXNER
58 Bafifle Road ) . ; f.@

Princeton, New Jersey e ? ‘ S o ﬁ,_;:f i
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THE L LTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S JDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY February 28, 1935
" Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I have been thinking over the guestion about Miss Noether which is im=-
plied in the letter from lirs. Mamning, I think that her way of putting the
case to Mr. Vleaver was unfortunate. If she had said that efforts were being
made to raise a fund which would enable Bryn Mawr to keep Miss HNoether permen=-
ently, it is guite possible that Weaver's response would have been different.
I am inelined to think that even now if the matter were put before him in that
form it might help. Indeed, if there were same way by which you could let him
kmow that such efforts are being made it might be useful.

It would be possible to say to Weaver (1) that Miss Noether's unigue
position in the world as the only women mathematician of the first rank should
ultimately maeke it possible to raise the necessary funds; and (2) that all of
us would be prepared to do anything that we could in the way of persuading
possible donors to help in this matter.

The actual action agreed upon by the professors of the Institute
with regard to a grant is to set aside $1500 to be used as a grant for liiss
'Noethsr in the year 1935=-36 in case other means of support should fail. This
' proposal was agreed to (1) in recognition of the fact that lMiss Noether has
been conductinz a seminar last year and this, without compensation, and (2) in
view of our apprecistion of her intrinsic worth. It is my personal opinion
that it would be legitimate to use this money so as to help Bryn Mawr to keep

the {1700 which has thus far been reaised toward e permanent fund,
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I am inclined to think that the view of our group towards further
comitments would be someting like this: +that we should be glad to see fur-
ther grants made during & period in which an effort was being made to place
her permenently at Bryn Mawr or elsewhere; moreover, that in saying this

’ we should be conscious of the possibility that this might became a permanent

J comitment on the part of the Imstitute. There is no doubt that, apart from
the uniqueness of her position as a women mathemetician, she is quite obvious=-
ly one of the most important scientists who have been displaced by the events

in Germany. Therefore even a permenent commitment could be nothing but cred-

iteble to the Imstitute.

In saying all this, I em conscious that we have already gone pretty
far in the way of finding places for the displaced Germen mathematicians,

Yours sincerely,

O. V.

Osweld Veblen

Dre Abrehsm Flexmer
20 Hassau Street

Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB March 1

PeSe It may be that it would be desirable to discuss same scheme
by which we would share with Bryn Mawr in the support of Miss Noether, and
thereby assure the continuance of the present arrangement, under which she
mekes a real contribution to the work of the Institute. Perhaps it would
be desirable for me to come in and disouss this with you a little more in
detail, I feel sure that if samething like this were in prospect, it would

" be a sufficient basis for the continuence of the Rockefeller Foundation
grant for at least & year or two longer.

0aVe
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Professor Oswnld Veblen
58 Battle Road -
Princeton, New Jersey
My dear Professor Veblens

I am sending you herewith
duplicate deposit slip, receipted by Princeton
Dank and Trust Company, for $1,187.50, which
represents your salary for ths month of
February 1905, after having deducted your
payment of $62,50 towards your rotirement
wo. -

Yery truly yours,

“=1THER 8. BALEY
Assistant Secretary
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February 27, 1955

Dear Professor Veblem:
You remewber I told you that My, Billikepf of Philadelphis had
informed me that arrangemente for lliss Noether for next year were complete.
1 vrote asking him precisely how the matter stood. He evidently referred my
note to lirs. Helen Taft Mamning et Bryn Mawr College, from whom 1 received h
| the enlcosed reply. In my letters and conversation with Y, Billikopf I made -
| ebsolutely no allusion to ay possidle grand from the Imstitute. One aspect
‘ of the Hoether problem troubles me, namely, the futwre, Perhaps she will
ultimately get a pormanent post et Brynm lswr, but the question is: How long
) can she £o on living on a year to year basis? |I have a feoling that the
Institute has dome all Bhat can be dome or that can feirly be expected,in the
n«mw—uﬁm.MMsmu,u-mmmmwnmr ; :
institution hu done~ and we must be careful mot to oreate the impression that
we are overlooking Americans in omder to help these unfortunate foreignerss
Thie 1Mm1seﬁwtbmmwzmuplm that Morse is ooming Go
us, for I have been somstantly suxious lest trouble arise for Germans - and
ineidentally for oupselves = out of this ;m-uij
mmmmm e RBMHW FLEA "“ER et g
F.Se = Over = ol i :
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Pe 8.  lr, Hansy has retumed to New York. I saw him for a mement yestorday
morning, He is, of course, temporarily overvhelmed in catehing up with his
mail, but this will uot last fop lomg. ‘ =
| AePe
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Fabroary 9, 1936

Dear Professor Veblent -
I have signed and nailed your letter to '
Pontrjagin, On the othor hand, I thin it ia a wild goose
canase, because I learmed in Vashirgton last Monday that the
. "~ relations between the United Staten and Russia are far less
cordial thﬂm they were o few yenrs ago, so that the chances
of our doing anything for Pontrjagin seem extremely slisht,
I think 1% tmnecessary to plase a specisl item in the docket
- renewing our gppropristion to him, If it turns out that he
‘ can come, the Executive Committee will authorize the approprie
f;.tlon oni the basis of this letter withont any ado vhatsoever,

I hove very such té ge8 Morae on his forthooming
visit., I could have the whole group to luncheon or, if you
have not the time for that, we can see e@wh other at some other
hour, Unfortunately, I Lave an appointmnt at 4145 o' clock.
which will probably occupy me until dinner.

Very ltmeroly yours,

Professor Oswald Veblem ABRANIAYM FI EXNER 3
Princeton, New Jersey _
AFESB - R et
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THE 1. _LTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S. JDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
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Bl vl e R Sl Sl
£ e A i g

Dear Professor Veblent
Following my conversation with you, I made an appointneﬁt to see Preaident

Dodds promptly upon his return,

£ SNalers e i

On reviewing my econversation with Mr, Maass, during which T think you

were standing by or participating, and reading the By-laws, I think I should go no
furthor until Mr, Maass returns, I cannot persuade myself that a delay of a few
weeles is of any real consequence, and my own feeling is that instead of things
becoming m.re difficult, as you say, year by year if they aro'l&t i:ndone. precisely
the reverse is true, I find them easier all the time, and, if they were becoming
more @ifficult through dilatory action on our part, them it is certainly better that
we should mot act at all but should reconsider the entire position, '
In the mn of our _oxtudoﬁ conversation you sald one thing that con-
cerns me, nmamely, that you find yourself waking up at Mt and thinking about thn E |
ﬁ building problem, I seem to remember that after the bullding of Fine Hall you were
not well, Now as between your unbroken slumbers, your good health, your freedom

et M R A, 0

from material cares, on the one hand, and bullding facilities, on the other, I am

unqualifiedly in faver of the former, In the long run, the Institute depends not
.' at all on convenience or comfort in the matter of bulldings - not even on space, ff
Men and idens make universities, and I think it would be unwise and in the long :Ij

' run damging 17 you or T or anyone slse thought s hard on the subjeot of building
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a8 0 have to wake wp at night thimking sbout 18, Unquestionably, a minimm

of time and thought mast be given, and you are the best person to glve it, for

you ¥now the situation, and you see the possibilities far better than I do.

Hone the less, mwwtwhi@;pﬂchwthat price we ought not to cnct.
There are two easy ways of relleving the congeastion at Fine Hall:

to select and aimit fewer students, omitting lhuo who are obviously not tho\ _ B

most prom'sing, or to rent rooms at 20 Nassan Strect or in the First National Bank -

Building and use them as studies, Neither wmay is perfect, !m as we can

under no conditions possidly get additional space on the Campus within a year or

so, one or the other of these compromises mpo the best way eut for a brief period,

I am indifferent as to which compromise is adopted or whether any compromise is

adopted, The one thing which is really important 1s that you and your associates

should be relieved to the very limit of all care caloulated to interfere with

your work, with congenial relaxation, or with any activity-or interest that you

care to pursue, I have had a lo% of experiente in administrative work, and T |

made 1t long agzo an inflexible rule not to spend much time on small things, I

have no doubt that, following this rule, I settled some small things wrongly,

but T d1d one thing, namely, I never allowed 1little things to get in the way of

big things, and I reserved for the big things almost my entire time and thought,
Don't look on this as a lay sermon, !Nmmmsw»rehi@ly.

than you have over been valued in your life, You are the real founder of the

School of Mathematics, Since 4 mtemsted you and Einstein, you and those, whom

you have associatod with you, have done everything as nearly as possible in thi nr-"f

you wished, You have chosan your associates, you have chosen your students, you h

have chosen your o'n methods of working. My part in making the School of Mathe-

matios what 1% is har “een almost negligidble, What t"- future will bring forth,

p

A
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mumuwmumw.mm mw

mnmummmtmmmcmmmwﬁ”

are our chances for continuing as we now are or oven doing better, hi‘lm

1s in tho lap of the gods, ~Maving taken reasensble forethought, "suffictent wite

the day is the evil thereof,"
Always singerely your friend,

- ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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Professor Oswald Veblen
68 Battle Road

Prinoeton, Now Jersey
liy dear Professor Veblems

I sending you herewith d‘ﬁuh deposit
slip, receipted by Pringeton Bank & Trust Company, for
§1187,60, whioch represents your salary for the month of
 Jammry 1956, after having dedusted your payment of §682,50
towards youwr retirement sllowance. 3

EBTHER §. BAILEY
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Janvary 25, 1936
T |
Dear Professor Veblen:
In Bulletin No, 3 of the Institute, '
hlﬂhwm the enclosed statement was
made in reference to what you and youwr associates :
mhdotmm. I wonder if you would be
good enough to read this passage end, lnmoyu'uh -
the statement ohanged, let me have a revision for the
Aﬂu.nhm, . :'.;fj

ARRAMAM FLEXNER
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Jamuary 15, 1938

Dear Professor Veblems

I wonder if you would be goed emowgh
to read the enclosed correspondence and lot me Ilmow
_ more definitely what is in the mind of yourself and
your essociates in the School of lMathematies.

Sincerely yours,

~ ABRAHAM FLEXNER

-

Professor Oswald Veblen

ko) LeAer mﬁ@?%,

‘i 3 s A P
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CASA YBEL HOTEL

Casa Yhel Hotel Cc:t']:w:)rai:io::l1 Owners
C. J. KNAPP, MANAGER

SANIBEL, FLORIDA
ALSO CPERATING f | W ) / ? }f

GREEN LAWN LODGE
CAPTIVA, FLORIDA
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December 31, 1934

Professor Oswald ‘Feblén
56 bebttle Loud
Prinecton, New Jersey
Iy dear Professor Veblem

I am sending you herﬂdth‘duplieato
deposit slip, receipted by Princeton Dank & Trust
Campany, for 51,187.50, which represents your salary
for the month of December 1534, after having deducted
your payment of 62.50 towards yowr retirement allow-
GICSe

Very truly yours,

EBTHER 8. BajLgy
Assistent Sooreta.r‘y
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THE . STITUTE FOR ADVANCED . UDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY December 13, 1934
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I did not succeed in finding Morgan Ward this morning, but managed
to get a message to him so that he telephoned to me this afternoon. He will
be quite willing to give the speech before the teachers if it turns out to be
desireble that he should. I told him that you would let him kmow if and when
the question becomes definite. I have made some inquiries and think that he
would do it very well.

One thing that I had meant to speak to you about is Miss Hoether's
situation at Brym Mewr. The present arrangement cames to an end with the
present academic year. Mrs, Wheeler telephoned to me about the matter a few
days ago, end said that they are extremely anxious to keep her at Bryn Mawr
but have no money for the purpose. She raised the question whether the In-
stitute could do enything to help out. The professors of the Institute
would be quite willing to recommend a small grant-in-aid for a year or two,
especiaelly in view of the fact that Uiss Noether has been lecturing here dur-
ing the last two years. And this might help to bridge the gap in case it is
nécessa.ry to make temporary arrangements for a couple of years longer.,
| In view of Miss Noether's unique position in the world - the only
woman methematician of the first order - it ought to be possible to find same
persons or group of people who would make it possible for Bryn Mawr to keep
her permanently. The whole matter is one to discuss further aftter the Christ-

mas holidays. I have not said mnybthing to either lirs. Theeler or liiss Hoether
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as to the possibility of a grant-in-aid, but we did discuss it at the pro-
fessors' meeting yesterday.
Hoping to see you in Florida,

Sincerely yours,

(O Lo LR .
c,\.’\‘\ y

Oswald Veblen

Dre Abraham Flexner
20 llassau Street
Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB

Dictated by Professor Veblen
but signed in his absence
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THE . STITUTE FOR ADVANCED L JDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY December 12, 1534
Dear DOctér Flexner:

I looked over your correspondence with Dr, Tieed same days ago,
with a good deal of interest. I appreciete his misgivings, and think it
is a good thing that members of the Board should heve such misgivings.

-For my own part, however, I am not at all worried.

Your action last spring led to the placing of five people con-
nected with our mathemetical group (in the broad sense, including people
attached to the University as well as to the Institute) in positions where
they are likely to be very useful. It has made everyone here much happi-
er because it has appreciably relieved the congestion of unemployed mathe-
maticians.

Princeton has become and will remain for a long time to come a
congregating place for post-doctoral students of mathematics. Lvery one of
us feels it to be a part of his problem to help these men and women to find
jobs when they are ready for them. The sort of thing which you initiated
last spring seems to me to be an important help in this problem.

I cammot see that it implies anything at all with regard to our
scientific work. Certainly it has no influence whatever on mine. My
work consists in going ashead with my own investigations, and talking asbout
them fram time to time in my seminsr, Besides that, I talk with students

sbout their work when it is sufficiently close to my owm for sugh conversa=-
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tions to be mubtuelly profitable. If a student who had secondary teaching
in view came here, he would profit by my work if, and only if, he satisfied
the conditions which I have just described.

I think it would be a very good thing if Dr. Weed could find the
time to pay us a visit here and see things in process. That I have said
seems perfectly obvious to me, but I realize that unless one has approxi-
metely the same point of view, the lengusge may have some quite different
meaning,

Yours sincerely,

O st Vel

Oswald Veblen

Dr. Abrahsm Flexmer
20 Nasssu Street
Princeton, H.J.
OV:GB
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- November 30, 1934

Professor Oswdd ?ebim
58 Battle Road
Princeton, Hew Jersey
Yy denr Professor Veblent
T am senling you herewith duplicate
depdsit slip, receipted by Princeton Bank: and
Trust Company, for $1,187,50, your salary for
the month of November 1934 sfter having deducted
your payment of £62,50 towards your retiring
d lowance,
Very truly yours,
EBTHER 8. BalLEY
Agnistant Secretary

H
£}
=

3
|
.
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Hovember 30, 1934

Dear Professor Veblems :
l'hank'.sw for letting me see lemger's \ .
very interesting letter, Von Neumann, who read his®
book, wes inclimed %o think thut he would ultimately
drift back into mathematios rether than to go wuch
further in the {icld of economios ar socoiology.
It is nice to kmow thet in the mide% of
his difi'ionlf sltuation he is looking forward in
the near future to the companionshlp of one of his
own students,. |

Always sinserely,

Pro ARTA AT ri EXMNER
fessor Osweld Veblen
Fine Hall

Princeton, New Jersey

AF /08
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,  Tovesber 30, 193¢ .
i by s ] “ v s
Dear Professor Veblen: _ e Bl
Won't you be good emough to vead over, e

ammmmm

*ﬁ,_qgummumn-unquw _ ¢
%0 Dr Veoti Ploase feol perfectly fres b0 differ
m-n_amm.ummupﬁ% : S

. A yousd, _ . -‘ ’

ABRAHAM FlexngR
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November 15, 1934

Dear Professor Veblent |

Mys, Bailey his vepofibed %0 me your conversation with
her Grer the Selephons abiout the Pontriagin grant, I remember sddng
kr, Leidesdorf to keep it open for this year, but my suspicion hﬂnl.
as 1t has not been used this year, 1% wi11 be o has Dasn Surned f6tp
ﬁh,_or general fﬂd. and I believe this is sound practice, In that event,
if the grant is renewed, 1t must come out of next year's funds, ¥t
would take very careful and elnborate bookkeeping to keep track of thess =
things uless the books are astually closel anmally Jume 50, | Tnasmeh
as Lefschetz has conmitted the Institute, I think we ousht to nold $2,000
in reserve until we find out whether or not Pontrjagin con come next year,
¥y guess 1s that he will mot coms, and with that we may as well step
trying; you could tell Lefschetz that you rust have a final reply by
March orlpr_n/_./ '

Sincerely yours,
ARHAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

ATy RSE

5:3-._ 4 ;i_“ 2 ':_J:'.E.v_." \"'\-_ STl g7 gf.-;;,;- ¥ i
PR R 1 AR ST B
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Dear Professor Veblems
1 am sending you & letter which I i

have received from Lofschets. I imegime that |

mmmwM“wm

to remew the invitations, as Lefschets s o - H

| -‘ ABR AHAM gt EXNER



e

s o R S SR S AT

‘ru mﬂua you Mh anplicate
ms .u,n. mmw Princeton Bank and
Trust Qm,!ar n.mv.so_. your salary for

| the month of Cotabar 1634 aftor having detnotol
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Dear Prote.sor Veblonl
o~ - T arrived in Pnr!s from Aix-les~Bains this morning, having tekem the
so-called "After-cure of ten deys there after leaving Gastein, lre, Bailey mamrhiler ‘l
had come up from the Pyrences, and 1 have rapidly run through the letters 'hleh ‘have m ; .
_,; ncmmlat!.ng here. After reading your letter I sent you the following ul.bhgruu :

"Letter just received ~ Please msk Morse to take no steps #1111 my
roturn middle September Writing Wermest greetings"

: This does mot in the least mesn that I am any lese anxious to add

. Morse to the group,as ycu and yai;_r associates desire, then I was when I went away, ht L ]
: I think it best that he should not speek with Birkhoff, Graustein, and Consnt. ;itll =
(1) I have been officially suthorized to meke him a definite offer end (2) I ean nko

‘Lmn that an invitation to come to us will not cripple Conant at the very outset ot his

CArecr, This latter point 1 expltinod to him and, if my memory scrves ma, I hte nlu ‘;“'

: explained to you, Though I am guite willing to be perauadod that' I am mistalken, I m*"
not but feel that in building up the Institute we should pay due regard to American ;
hipher edueltion as a vhole, You wnl recall that, though I was actually lnthorhod : %

to mko en offer to you vhem we were in G&ti.ngon. | did no more then noomtn your ; :

-nquea- 0 odne and said that the matter would have to rest there until I hd hed

a ohnm to talk to Riaanhrt. liunhcﬂi. whom I sew maiataly en return&g tt

Amrieu. gmamly onmn;od me M W- som:

 better Mm than are at th '
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in respect to any person vhom ve may epprosch, and vet it may prove
it uhrmshg ir Mao: ohngai were thruat upon hime ‘ . A = T 1,

I weote a lotbor o Norse, as you will rmur.mnummﬁﬁ
its exact comtemte, Of course, I shall 1ive up €0 overything vhich I 8id thereln,
but '1 chﬁid 1ike to refresh my meniory by rereading the letter on returning Vto Anmerioca
Vbeforo pruoadinp mrthat rdth lorse, ‘ o k

I agres with you cmtirely that, when and 1f he is invited to join m i
mthemt!.ul group, a deﬂnlte offer should be mnde to him, and of course 4t should .‘l

e

./ reeeive the seme remneration, = There are certain dhtimtions in age,. experience, —%%
- & eminence, and future pronine whioh ney fairly be taken into account, Wlﬂen,
' as a rale, take these factors into account by giving new nppoimoa iﬂarm 'udgn, \;
_oalling them associate profescors, etcs - I shonld prefer, I think ~ oerkal.nly for u
experimental réxjiod - the siﬁplsr organization ~hich we now have, Itmight prove to
be mdvisable to change the title of professor %o that of "member of the Ingtltuu",- a8 :: iz
ie done in werioms institutions more or lese rosembling our owm, Ny geneu‘l fc‘eiing,
remnins what it was, though of gourse I am prepared to oarry out the instructions of
the Board unti.l orderad by the. Board to do other‘niae, mmely, thnt our salary soale ahouﬂ
be distinotly highe\' than tha.t which prevails e'!aawhere. that there shculd be no pullil‘

end heuling”, that the short year and the elimination of enmimtim and other mtiu

f

and the ripid adherence to high standards of admission with a,uch informal contaet %

between mrkerl and staff as existed last year should contime until 1& is obﬁma. m.
to the staff and, next, to the Bosrd that some change ehould be mades But 1 tunpeht

that the Beard will wish to contimue its present poliey of watchful miting for a rhlle
longer in order to see whether our extraordinarily happy experience last year reo.lly _w
.in the mtm of the organization of the Inetitute or was a mere acoidenty I thlph,ﬂ
former, | S e

As to financial involvements, there are oms ¢ two slight matters thm
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Professor Veblen ‘ ' August 30. 1954

)]

I ehall have to lay before the Board in the autumn, but I am even wepe shptiol.l iul
- eavtious about :bbo hnodh.ta ’ﬂmmlh.l future of the world thnn I wes when. 1 loﬁ : H
Lmrioa in the early sunmar./ I have had the opportunity to talk with men of m.' *‘
busines: men, bankers, i.uportlnt !Ibll.o officials, and I find that our !'h'huhl entios n

( have got them all tc puessing, \ Such utterances es emanate from Washington are ﬁei

; entirely obscure to me, though I am extremely anxious to make a start in ome or tn ) f

- othor directions whenever i cen be dome without imperilling in eny wise the security
end stability of the present group. I onnnot at this distance meke out what 1is lshly '
to be doue in Viashingtone | it ¢ . ’

‘ ; e arrived at Gastein, the no_rnlng of the\ddy on vhich Dollfuss was- {;

«, @assassimateds There were sroradioc d&fioultiol in Vienna and elsevhere, but our - ' ‘ *

tranquillity end safety were mever for a moment in peril, I had the most complete
-rest, physical end mental, that I think 1 have ever had, After four weeks I joined
some fricnds et Aix-les-Bains for a rest cure at a lower altitude, continuing thmm ':
- idle and reguler mode of lifes. 1 o skepticel as to ..vrhether these baths hﬂﬁw
. real medicsl offect, but 1 have mo doubt that the routine and confort in which ome
i paes four or five weoks are restorative, iy preference is, however, very dise
‘tinetly for the Canadian woodss J
\ . Mose. iamees s worr- el Bhen T 1NN M < 0 sailing on the Olympie:
_on September 8 and should be in New York on the 12th,
I hope that the summer has iun a really restful one for you uul for H
_.rﬂb and that by the time you reech Pr!nuton the hot weather, which mst have been
very sewere, will be complietely past, ' . Q
_ Mrs, Bailey, vho reached m this -nrnlng. Jom me in heartiest .
o you -d iirs, Voblen. o A ‘ G
Fith all good wishes, -~
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E% Pringeton, N. Je

July 16, 1984

{

Deer Professor Veblems
I-d.oum”d.httwimm.mﬂ_th
mmmmuwmmmmm. You may
MMdenuwM Ihumtnr.mmo.emc
Dre Bochuer sailed for England on Saturdey and will apply for ¢
e vise at London, Dre and ¥ps, Sohosuberg ere back without lmving gotten
mo-n. nqmnﬂmulntn.wmnm '
mx«mmmwmﬁommnmm
Islands on cruises have been successful in getting visas at Nassau - the
oruise proposition insuring their retwrn to the United States if they do
B0t got the vises, They ere thinking quite seriowsly of trying their o
mkuﬁu.-iummu.rd{mumu-mhtm; e
The Cemadien border authorities have apparently became very
lifiﬂ; The Jessens, vhose visas are all in order, and who wanted to go
to Canada just for o visit, were rejected at the border, They have mow

P

F - i
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Princeton, 1. Je

July 12, 1934

Dear Frofessor Vebleu:
E hl.ve your letter and enoclosures. Dr, Doclmer returned to

Princeton on Tuesday. He was umable to zet into Canade, und he is mow going
to London %o aypiy there for re-admission to the United States. le sails
tomorrow on the S. S. GEORGIC.

Dr. and &'a. Schoenberg, so far as I knmow, are still at [iegare
Falls, waiting there on a vague poseibility of petting in., I have not heard
from them sinee Tuesday.

It seems thet there is nothing thet cen be done to help these
men, Dr. Schoemberg cabled Dre Flexmer, who got in toush with the State
Depertment officlals, b'ut 'thuy were wnable %o help. Dr, Bochner wves told iw
Few York that many people were being refused admission, You will bBe interested
to Imow, however, that a report from the State Department seys that I'rofessor
end 4rg, Brauer were sble to enter and have secured their immigretion vises frem
the Consul at Windsor,.

I em sorry %o say that I did mot keep Dr. Hontgomery's street add;ou. ,
I kmow only that it is Iowa City. gmﬁu lcndl. the street nddr;lu I will

meil him a bulletin at once, .t the seme time will you please tell me if he is
e pure mathematioian or a methematical physieist, so that I can record him properly?

Sincere
- m C. EICHELSER
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July S, 193¢

s

Dear Professor Vebleu: ,

Thank you for telling me thet I can feel free to call upon
you shenevar necessery. Uith everyone in eunthority swey “rom Princetom,
T do need cocasiomally to get advieo or imstruction from you, Tut I
assure you that I ehall not bother you umecessurily.

The emclosed letbter from Lcane lLomtpomery I em sure you
will vant to sees I have M acknowledged it. l .

After roo‘-iving your tehérm I gave Dre Schoenbers the kind
of a lstier he mbod;.' He left Sunday, Dr. Ven Hempem drivimg him up,
Todey I received & wire firom him from Uiagara Falls saying t!ntjﬁ had
been refused emtry %o Camada. He is mow comsidering poing to Dermmdse
Dre Dochner, after three weeks in Buffalo, is still umable to get into
Cennde, in spite of the efforts of Presidents Dodds, Professor Robertsom
and others. : -

The heat in Primcoton has beem terrific for five days. You
ere fortunate to be in suech a cool spot.

Jincerely yours,
MARIE C. EICHELSER
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June 22, 1934

Professor Oowald Veblen
Brooklin 3

Heneock County, laine

Iy dear Professor Veblem:

I dislike bothering you when you are on vecatiom, but
there is no ome here wham I can ask about the matter referred to
in the enclosed letter fyem Dr, lelmer. If I remesmber correctly,
you and lirs, Bailey disoussed the matber of & check for liay werk

.on the innals, and I am unpder the impressiom that you agreed that
Dr, Lehmor should receive this cheek. I would appreeiate it,
however, if you would advise me jJust what to write him. Will you

please retwrn his letter to me?

Very truly yowrs,

MARIE C. EICHELSER



Recorgs; of ma%pf the Director / Faculty Files / B

Froar owihelby \ﬁ/a ‘l:e %%diLe@e ev% ﬁrcm/:s Cente

from Professor Ve 2n, I opened
its, I have written Dr. Zemer
saying that in Dr., Flexner's
absence I had taken up with
Professor Veblen the matter of
an office, and telling him what
Professor Veblen said.

M.C.E.
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Hew Yorik City
June 10, 1934

Dear Professor Veblems
Professor Morse came to see ue- yesterday afternoon and e had a very

| satisfactory interview, Inasmuch as Professor Birkhoff 13 not now in this country

| and will not return umtil the antumn, we esreed that it w114 not be courteous
or f@ir for Professor Morse to make any chanpe Aurings the eomine year, I asked
hin to make up his mind clearly and irrevocably as to what he wished to de, and
promised that I ﬁl;\lld recommend his elecetion as full professor if, after talking
with Birkhoffand Conant, he decided in the effirmative, He hec foumd the work
at Hervard extremely wearing and complex and therefore longs for tho simplicity
whieh he will find in our group, which, rortumetely, do-e not have to concern
itself with many of the astivities which & university cannot «csily avoid,

Professor Morse's present salery is ‘?3.9__02. I told him that as soom
as this finaneial situation cleared up I dssired to Place 211 *he professorial A
saleries at 15,0003 that in any event his salary would from the outset be
considerebly higher than the salary which he is now getting,

He mde some inguiry about mint:.-r positions, but 1 t514 him that except 5.
for personal assistants, with whieh every professor is provided, we would not need
the intermediate grades of appointments if we oould eontimue to adhere to the |
policy we adopted last year,mamely, that of dealing with persomns of proved capacity

beyond the Ph,D. degree, most of them already holding academioc posts.
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Profcssor Veblem _ June 10, 1934 . ‘ -2 -

( . He also made same inquiry as to whether I mtumplated-n differential
'in the maiter of professorial salaries, to which I replied that m
inagmich a8 I myself eould not possibly kmow the relative wvalues of dirferent
individvels end, further, inssmich as the professcrial salary, vemsion, cte,.,
was an a trectivo one, I was disinelined todepart from the simple scheme with

. which we began, In other words, if a person is zood encugh to join the group eand

l _ deal with students of .maturiw and achievement, then he mms entitled to a full
salary vhether some Jilferantial in ability or proﬂmtimenea# existed or not.

Un the oth r hand, I said until lhe mmetary situation wes perfestly stable I
wished o play safes 2As Lo the smdness of this I am more convinced since spend-
ing two Aays in “ushiaglom, during which I hed several confidential talks with
persons connecled with the l'edera] Rescorve Boards They believe that the danger
of inflation ivs paszade LIf 80, we are all right on our present basis. If mot,
then, of course, we w11l have o readjust,

¥ { pramised o see Frofessor ilorse in the early antumn, as far as I

can reeoliecch al Lhe moment, this ocovers the subjeot of our conversaiion, and I

an goins %o & nd Professor Morse a copny of “his letter 8o thet if my recollection
i8 not corveot he cen writo you what he remembers, sending a duplicate to me,

L hwope nothing will Inceriere with adding him to our group without
eny i1] feeling 'n.‘:ha‘{-.socver on the part oi the Harvard people - on the contrary,
I vant their cooperation and sympathy if I can possibly obtain them.

I had some busy days in Washington, partly with the immirvrafion
euxthorities, but I think everything is in order for Bochmer and the others,

In my absence the Hew York school authorities wrote urpently,
requesting the presence of a number of the Princeton proup of workers here in

New York to go through the formatitiocs of examination for posts,s Telegrams were

sent to those who were absent from Princeton., I hope that some of them may land
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Professor Veblen June 10, 1934 w8 -

i

jobs, ond that the same procedure may prove successful elsewhere next year,

Since seeing you I have had an 8,0.5, call whiech makes it imperative
for me to go to Burope this weeks I an tr:.'ﬁfg/toi got off abomt the middle of
the ealk, Bhouid vyou want to write me, address me in oar'e of the Kockefeller
Foundetion, 20 rue de le Baume, Paris‘.

I had e le ter from von Neumann yesterday, Iie told me thet in

motoring from Vienna to Budapest their automobile skidded and struch: & tree.

No gerious damage was done either to the occupants or to the mechine, but their
noses were somewhat bruised, as well as other parts of their enatomy, which he
did not speeify. He said they made a rather ridieulous firure when they met
rheir friends. Let this be a warning to you and your wife: irive slowly in wet
weather, | )

1 hope the swmner will be an extremely plemsant ome for you both.
Frofessor lMorse thought he might be seeing you scmawhere before autumm,

#ith all good wishes to you both, in whiech Mrs, Flexmer joins,

Alweys Bin(;eraly youre,

ABMRAHNAM FLEXNER

Profeesor Usveld Veblen
Brooirlia
Fencoecl County, laine

AFfiCE
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Professor Oswald Veblen
2 m‘::: Jersey . :
" My Gear Profoscor Veblem =
. j I am sending you herewith the Certificate of ‘
| Incorporation and the By<lLawe of the Imstitute for Mnaul
Study, as revised at the meeting hold on April 23, 1934,
At the Pegusst of the Chaimssn, I have pleasure
in informing you that yon have been appointed a member of
the Com:ittee on Buildings ud Grounds, The other members
of this com:ittee ave lir. Maass, Ohaimsn, iir, Aydelotte,
« Louls Bamberger, and Mrs, Fuld, the Chaiman, ViceeChaire
men, and M'ﬂ. ‘M

Very traly nun.
EBTHER 8. RAILEY

W

LT T T O T Y ) b
L S WU T

Assistent Secretary
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Princeton, New Jersey T
May 14, 1934
ly dear Professor Veblens : . ¥
At Dr. Mexner!s mtlumluh‘(l)n : :
letter of introduction 'to Colomel Lindbergh, which, as e
h-mtdhmmbumwodhm
Lindbergh with a note requesting an intment;
Professor Gramstein's letter; and (; moraMm
to Dean Elsenhart, vhich Dr. Flexmer received from
Professor Cappe this morning,
Sincerely yours,
gaTHER & BALEY . '
Professor Oswald Veblem
Princeton, Vew Jersey o
» t ;
: l
e SR L Sy 5 E et ‘ PR
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THE ..«STITUTE FOR ADVANCED ._.UDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Hay 14, 1934

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I em informed by Dr. R. S« Martin that he would be glad to aeccept
a grent-in-aid of §$750 for ther:z—a.demic year 1934-1935, A {-"""“( e /‘-
S RO Mooy e b GRS |

This smount is understood to be net; that is to say, there should
be no charge for tuition. In gemeral, I think there should be no charge
for tuition to any of the people who receive grents-in-aid. We have been
proceeding on that basis in all cases this year.

Dre. Martin has been here this year as a National Research Fellow,
and I think he is a promising man end very enthusiastic sbout his work. I
told him, however, that in case anything attractivé in the way of a perman=
ent job should turn up, he is quite free to resign fram the appointment with
the Institute. He has saved enough out of his salary as a National Research
Fellow to carry him for another year with the aid of the rather small grant
which is proposed.

Yours sincerely,

Opersld Vit

Oswald Veblen
Dre Abrshem Flesmer
The Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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THE 1. .STITUTE FOR ADVANCED $_JDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 30, 1934
Dear Mrs. Bailey:

I found the enclosed note from Miss Noether on my table when
I returned fram Washington. Miss Noether has been giving a series of
lectures on informal invitation from the Institute, and we told her
that the Institute would reimburse her for her traveling and incidental
expenses in commuting between Bryn Mawr snd Princeton., The emount is

' extraordinarily small in view of the number of visits that she has made
end the value of the work, but I suppose that we can do nothing else
than give her the exact emount which she specified although it is hard to
believe that she will not be out of pocket in consequence of the trans-
action,

Since Miss Noether's note has been waiting for more than a week
I think it would be desirable to send her a check very pramptly. She is
leaving Bryn Mawr on May 18 and sailing on May 19,

It oceours to me that a little note of thanks for her co-opera-
tion from Dre. Flexner would be much appreciated in case he would care to
write it.

Sincerely yours,

Ol

Oswald Veblen
Mrs. Esther S. Bailey, Assistant Secretary
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street, Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, April 30, 1934

Dear lrs. Bailey:

This is to acknowledge your letter of
April 24, and to scknowledge with thanks my ele;-
tion as a member of the corporation and of the
Board of Trustees of the Institute for the five

years ending in January 1939,

Yours sincerely, :

Oswald Veblen

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey
Assistent Secretary

Institute for Advanced Study

20 Nassau Street

Princeton, N.d.

OV:GB
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Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed fo FORM §

To_pesfepser Oswald Veblen
Hotel Powhatan
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Have been $ryins unsuccessfully to reach you by telephone

Dlease ealleme =t yonr convenience at office or Imn

Abraham Flexner

(Charge Institute for Advanced Study)
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April 24, 1954

Dear Professor Veblem

lrs. Bailey has reported to me her conversation with ydu, end
yesterday I had an opportunity to see lir, Leldesdorf, who tells me that in
the interest of simplicity, as well as good business mansgement, the wnused
balance of $380.b0 should revert to the treasury. The sum is so small that
it is not worth ommplieating owr present very simple bookkeeping arrangements.
On the other hand, the Pomtrjagin alloeation, having already been made, holds
good.

g I found thet the Treasurer had worked out the budget in accordance
with the rocommendations whioh the ﬂou of the Soh_ool of liathematios sub=
mitted to me through Professor Einstein end Professor von Neumann, namely,
§20,000 for grants~in-aid in mathematios, end £10,000 for grants-in-aid in
mathematioal physies. I thought it would make & bad impressiom if at the
-noothg I explained that the members of the steff had changed their minds;

.80 in distributing the grants for mext year I think it would be wise to make
a distinotion between mathematics and mathematioal physios in so far as you
.eans You can doubtless use some of the §$10,000 for persoms who go to Eimstein
or von Newsamn, This is better than to ask the Board to adopt the second

| thoughts of the staff,

% Sineerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen ‘ : ABRAAM FI EXYNER
Fine Hall .
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April 24, 1934

Professor Oswald Voblem
58 Battle Road ’
Princeton, New Jersey
My dear Professor Yeblem
I have pleasure in infomming you that you
were elected n Vember oi’ the Corporation, the Institite
for Advanced Stwly, ot a meoting held yesterday, and
that yvou were elected 2 Trustee of the Institute for a
term of five yeers, in the Class of 1839, the other
nexbers of ‘thh Clase deing President Frank Aydelotte
A and Dr, Tlorence R, Babin,
I am sending wou hercwith the Certificatec of
Incorporation and Isﬂm of the Institute for Advenced
Study, as revised April 23, 1934,

VYery traly vours,

EBTHER S. BaILEY

Assistant Secrctary
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April 13, 1934

Dear Professor Veblen:

! asked lp, l'aass his opinion as to the
limitations svrroundinz the wee of our ;rents-in-sid,
with partioulnr reference teo conzidering philenthropie
or chupitenle factorse I eam enclosing you his letter,
which I think mekes it ¢ulte elear that we are legally
incompetent to edmit consideratioms of this
character, :

. 4dlvays singerely,

Professor Usvald Veblen
Fine Hall ¥
Princeton, MNew Jersey

AF/ICE
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o6, but I oen see that it uu.-_;

 give the Comittes on Bui Crownds ecusthing vory cubstantisl

b0 meditabe wpon. T have the _mmsmhmzmmu
dikm pnoodmm really allowed owr minds um:ﬁmom
nﬁnﬁvﬂlmhmmduawmum
tmpostance, I shall bring thie letter to the attention of tho

| Comaittee at the earliest posaible opportumity.

Hany thanks.

Professor Ogwald Veblen
Pige Hall
Frinceton, New Jersey

LF/uCE
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THE | STITUTE FOR ADVANCED ([ UDY {Vird
_ SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS ~
FINE HALL

=
7

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 10, 1934

Dear Doctor Flexner:

I think that the Soripta is a worthy enterprise, and I think
the Institute should have it in its library by the time we have a regu-
lar library. I don't know what you do in gemeral about such honorary
memberships.

The letter about Veltman, about which you inguired, was from
Professor H. P. Robertson.

I have not done enything sbout passing on the information about
summer piaoes to Einstein, because when I mentioned the matter he said
this was entirely in Mrs. Einstein's hands. I will make a note, how-

_ever, of the information which you have passed on to me, and use it in
case an occasion arisea.

Sincerely yours,

Chentd Vb

Oswald Veblen

Dr. Abraham Flexmer
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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 Dear lre, Voblens
j ¥hane you for yours of the sixth with

bille, for vhich I em asicing livs, Balley to enclose you

& cheds, 1 wonder if the woriments insurence could not
b covered by inclnding this wonan in the University 1let
and the Inetitute’s Telmbursing the University for the
e8ditional amownt shich would be thus fovolved, This
would be the simplest way of taling care of this obligation.
1 shal) talee the mattor uw with Doan Biserbart upon 1y

 return to Princeton next Tharsday,
Very sincerely yours,
Mre, Oswald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNER
m‘ ma,-l: Jersey |
. anam B
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Lpril &, 1934

Dear Professor Veblems
Flease tell me what te do about the

enelosed.

Sincerely yours,
ABRAHAM FLEXMER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Enll
Princeton, New Jersey

LPLICE

Enclosure - letter from David Eugene Smith re Soripta Mathematica
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April 8, 1934

. Dear Professor Veblen:
Though you have probably received
a similar letter, I am referring to you and
your eclleagues the enclosed from Lir. Cosby.

Slmnly yours,
ARTAMARY FLEXMER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Iall 1
irinceton, ow Jersey

1 Enel.
AF/UCE
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areh 27, 1924

Dear ProTessor Veblom
/\ I continue frow time fo time to tum over in -y mind
the guatlon of 2ita, te which you have mpeatedly allufed, That
T shondd 13k to et from you end vhet, T think, we imot have
before wa talte any positive step 1s & pttement inm black and
vl te of "what fort. lerely omninz = plece of real estate
in Princeton may be an encwnbrance rather thon 2 help, The
ghat for" ic the engential, and I an enrs it muld bo mont -
helpfl to ne if you would raduce your ideas to writinz, I
'have, of gourse, no objestion to rour diseuesing the matter
‘Lv-/s.th rour aasoclates,
Alwaya sincersly,
"ARRAHAR FILEXNER
Professor Osmald Veblen
Fine Tiell
Princeton, . J.
KSR

i
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Mhm g“‘.-“'m
- Sinserely yours,
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

al

s, Yow Jersey
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Dear Professor Veblem;

I thought you and your assceiates would
be interested in reading the mimte which was prepared
Mmmsmmnnhum-m
mmnm.hm'onuv—uhnm..;
“Whﬁvhmﬁtmmumut
I may send you ones It would, ‘I think, be d1ffloult

3 hnuu&-’—hat'm«‘w,m*
bas been so wise, se uwseful, end so sound,
Perhaps Lefgchets and Eisemhart would alse

like to read 1_%.
Ever sincerely,
Professor Oswald Veblen ARRAHAM PLEXNER
Fine Hall
AF/MCE ,
. :
\ t :. »

1A - > = ; " ‘L‘
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s m-m;tmmm:“ﬂvmlﬂihﬂthﬁ
mtmmmw.mt-mmmmmmmm ;
uenlkshuenthmmnuu.mmnga.m pihlﬁuldhoaluh
have » Al with you ob. iy tine, 1 tidnk 16 enly S6lF bo say Shek T shonds
find it difficult to get up suny enthusiasn uow on the guestion of site and
buildings. '
TEL i zu-ummuwm cuwotthiehmﬁnnmn
b mmptmzdm.ﬂmhhnmuw«mbmouhwm
mtmmammmmmmmm,mmm-ud
.._mwtb&om Mh,lmmﬁcﬁhm* :
.-tiﬂllh - bl ; :
ih mmumm-rxmmyaemummu
Y dollars. Iumpﬂ‘-uwmuttu.uuonmlmumot

Z dollarss ihthuwnmwwmﬂﬁﬂm%dﬂm

‘;‘i.- ‘ | By
St <k v A
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M Uetovber n avow -

_uum-q-uammnumwhﬂ-mnm
zennmni-u-ummm-u-uu-m-umm
m(s)mn—um. !hhmmunu!nhlurmmm
L“h' grow frem within as uuiuml resources m available. W

!holocﬂnhathb-tm““tmmnm-ﬂ _
7 mmmuammocmmw-nhwnmumd
I do not wish to embark upon anything that will interfere with my doing s0s
= xmn-wuomwmunmmworquuvw
umworuamimmmmu-mmmmmu 5
treasury the requisite fmds, - , =
py T T appreciste fully and deeply the vay you take the whole qu.m
to heart and your interest in 1te materis) es well as its imtellectual unm
ment; . Imzmcm“um-mummuummsz

SdRa
i

_ 'boPrimtouumrnp,aﬂ&t-wbothstnvonqofdﬂm-gmiheh:t'n
Re - in that matter
- being wil_ﬁvnn wises
: al.mml;r yours,
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall

Princeton, Yew Jersey
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© 1ty desr Professor Veblem )
iz . _ I am sonding you herewith duplicate deposit
.a' ﬁ' ‘LM6m.[m W 1954 am .;h ,—

: I am glso ouluhg duplicate l-r-m.n,. :

.:l 2 h e "“ "“' July, and August, 7
‘ ; | ' gy m m" E .+ :
‘ ' .‘ EBTHER S. BAILEY ; $

sssistant Seeretary
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September 17, 1934

Dear Professor Veblen: ) d :

L I £ind here at Prinseton yours of the 18th, and I shall write i
 abb Lemaitre at once, I am delighted that we ave in & position to ask him -

to come. : ¥ _
:mum.mmumtmu.mpmmmmm' | :
appropriated for grents, and I hope that the mathematical group will meke no &
further appropriations unless somebody eminently worthwhile turns up. The
m:mmnsmw.mu-mmuunrmmum
emount involved. It does really show that the group has been guided by the
~single purpose of finding oampetent persons.
I have seen Weyl, Eisenhart, Brauer, Schoemberg, and Bochner.
Most of this weel I shall spend in New York slearing wp some odds
and ends, 8o that when I ceme here a week frem today T shall be sble to stay.
Remember me warmly to your wife, and believe me

Ever sincerely,
ABRAM M VigXNEE
e Professor Oswald Veblen \
4
Henoook County, Maine /
- APfuGE :

> B = ik A 4

2 };;-I = = g 5 };‘: :’;" . "
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"

for & men to nooin & call from another institution unhn we hnn nholuhiy
_a-ou-cmtnmmmmmul. mcmmuwnm
.Grlghlldih-. lhngiultlﬁm n Princston, mxmmt

160 Bast 72nd Stroet ;
New York City \ i

September 14, 1934 e

Desr Veblen: ¢

I returned on the Ulympio yeeterday -nd found your letter of
September 10th and & good deal of other ocorrespondence.

"1 am glad to lmow that the outloo: for the eaming year 1s good.

"One swallow doesnot make & summer”, and beingz & very cautious person by 5;
neture, 1 an 4isinclined to essume that next year will be as beautiful as the 4‘
: : ch

yoar before, though, of oourse, I shall negloct nothing to make 1t oven nloors
Ymr lettier raises & good many poimte thet I would much rather not

discuse in writing mow, Gemerally spesking, ym touch upon two Jifferent

problans. m gmnl a.nﬂ the other partioular. is to the gemeral prebiq,

1 imagine thet no profeuor in the country feels more strongly thean I do the = -
inportmo of higher aLnd more dignified selaries., It is a pnintj that 1 have .
been uégh; m the last twenty-five years nnd only now have got an opportunity - ,;
to put tlmkthhg into effect; so so far as thut pringiple is conserned I em : j
committed hand and rodt.-‘ﬁ cannot say, though, that it follows that every person “
in a professorial group -hould be on the same selary basis at the start, Age, w

exporience, eminence and fertility are all faotors that ought to be taken inte
miﬂonthm end no one ought to be gtmn-:h_ nhrytonha it tq-uuu

37 A

# .‘,: 4 ,p-—..
@ B ._:;t__.;. R 5‘
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Professor Veblen ' September 14, 1954 - «l-‘ .
exists in other placess On the other hand, when we do invite a man it ought to |
be, first, on the formal recommendation of the group and, second, after the matter
has been laid betol;o the Bpard, the authority and interest of whieh I greatly
desire to strenpthen, At the moment, therefore, my hands are tied, since though
you and Ler have talked to me about Morse no one olse has, and the -t:l;or has
not even beon mentioned to the lotﬂl. I do not poseess the authority “to bring tllo .
matter to a conclusion as soon as possible”, I find faeulties somewhat incomsistent ”‘i
in matters of this sort, In one momont they resent the unilateral action of the o

‘President, and at another they want him to cut off end ignore the comstituted :
| authorities, I do not want myself to do eithor, : _ i e
’ There are cortain other eansidcrations which I simply eannot write you o
about, I am not even sure that I can talk to you about tham, though I ht'nlwduht?hi
as 1 think you well kmow, to kcop matters from youjy but our position is such that ,,..
we have got to be extromly tactful, end I am most anxious to coment the Primcetom %
' imation, This does mot meen that we have to adhore to the Princeton soale, but ‘
t may mean that we will have to proceed with caution, I have in mind e particular
| cident which daring the sumer gave me a distinet shock. : L R e e
2 1 want more than anything %o put the Institute where it will be am b
example and & stimulus to higher education, and the two things that ere of most
importance are (1) salary, (2) working comditions and freedom; but we have been
running only one year and "llm"u not built in a day”. Perhape I am unduly
cautious, but eertainly in the present state of the world'es finance a little extra

caution is bet'er than a little extra hasta.

1 am gratified by what you repert to me about Birkhoff, especially as -

his visit %o you and the promised visits of his son show that relatioms between the
two groups are kindly and cordial,
s A Now, take another dip in the sea and let's leave the point until I have
had a chamee to talk with Morse and perhaps get Simomn's judgment on the u‘hntin.
rwmmmnammtthuummmlymaobotm. .Im

} ¥ g WA :j._.‘i:-‘ foe
S T O
i 3
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Professor Veblen : September 14, 1954 s ‘ | o

bope to hold it for many yoars, end that :umnymum mumqﬁ
of somewhat slower progress - to make no blunder that may embarrass my muolm. 3
I ought to add that I am terribly mx_lou. soon as finaneial econditions m.:
to make & start in the way of a mucleus in one or two other fields, because I have
the feeling that that is the kind of thing which I am equipped to do = much Mm- :
perhaps then anything clse connected with the conduct of an institution in America,
1t seems & little funny that you should be in a hurry, while 1, nearing
the end of my tether, should be the cautious omes but I do mot believe that in the
long run we will lose if we use & method of procedure that is in the highest dogru
\, dignified edd omsl.deuu. while at the same time holding ourselves te our Mulsa
““" . 1 an going to write Morse o note today telling him that I shall be gh.l m
to see him if ve can a..rn.ngo an appointment before the torﬁ begins, “
I had & very successful summer as far as the Imstitute is eomcerned end
feel quite cloar that I kmow what to do vhen the time for mction comes, After
finishing with Institute affairs I got four weeks of the most perfeet rest hnginﬂ:h
in Gastein, The few persons who have scen me since my return say I look better tln; :
I have looked in years, |

Mre, Flexmer and Eleanor are spending another ten dsys_u‘brud. for
Eleanor had been imwvited to take a walking trip in Devon und 1 tho'nmr
to be in reach while she was doing it.

1 shall run down to Primccton some day this week, and I have to pay an __
overnight visit to one brother and sister in Mt. Kisco, as vell as o Simon snd Helem
" ot Sow Gasman, ead pend & wosk-end with Jesn in Wadidaghen.

‘1 gpoke to Nr, Bemberger =nd Mrs, Puld over the telephome last night and
they have had an excellent sumer and are in the best possible physiesl oasdition =
so they says Rl ¥ ' B

Give my warmest regards to Mrs. Veblen, and belleve me i A
Professar Osmld Yoblen - Alweys sincerely your friend, gy
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s

Dear Professor Veblems ' i ‘3
1 roturned on the Olympie yesterday and found your letter of

Soptenbor 10th and & good deal of other corresporidence, . __,
I am glad\to know that the cutlook for the coming year igfloods té

“One swallow doos not dake a summer”, and being a very cautious pefson by fes ;}g
nature, I am disinolined\to assume that mext year will be as Mée biful as the 3 |
goar Before, though, of @hree, I shall neglect Rething §¢ make 16 swen Nibeps - " ﬁ
Your letter .raiaes a good mayy pointe that I would mudél rit&r not discuss in :

writing mow, Generally s g, you toush upon G0 different problems, ome
gemeral and the othor partioulars As to the general problem, I imsgine that mo
professor in the country feels more\stropfly than I do the importance of higher
and more dignified salariess It is & Roint that I have been urging for the last
twenty-five years mdhhlym s got dp opportunity to put the thing inte :
effect; so so far as that pr !11:1.' is conosrned is concerned I am committed .
hend and foot, I cannot éay though thet it follows that overy person in a

professorial group sheuld be on the same nhry dgsis at the aﬁrt. Age,

~ experience, eminence and fertility are all faotors that cught to be taken into

cansideration, though they ought not to be given a -}Q-n ealary to make 1t

hpouitle for a man to receive s call from another inltltntim tmhu n h\.
absolutely decided that we want i for good and all. This distinction is by
mo means origiual with ., I imagine it exists in Prir ion, and zmtht '

P & ta 3
W e s vl =] 250 A 6
’“-ﬁz;ﬁ'-,-trzzs‘m-ﬁ".;_"i!'_.— b7
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ESTHER S. amLE‘
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Jamary 30, 1934

Memorandum for Professor Veblen

At its meeting yesterday the Board took the following actionss

(1) Appropriated $10,000 as a salary for Professor Dirac
as visiting professor for 1934-1935

(2) Appropriated a sum not to exceed $1,000 for occasional
lecturen-

(3) Appropriated a sum not to exceed $20,000 for grants-in-
aid

(4) Appropriated a smm not to exceed $10,000 to be used
in the domain of theoretical or mathematical physics

I assume that in arriving at decisions respecting the disposition
of these funds you will confer with your assoclates from time to time.

I hope very much that the avpropriation for theoretical physiecs
may be utilized like the grants-in-aid to persons like Albert and Wilder,
whose own institution gives them léave of absence on haif pay, so that the

entire sum may not be required.

ABRAHAM FPLEXNER

A¥:ESB
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January 22, 1934
Dear Professor Veblen:

In Bulletin No. 2 of the Institute,
issued some mounths ago, the enclosed statement was
made in reference to what you and your assoclates
proposed to do this year. I wonder if you would be
good enough to read thiz pessage and send me a state-
ment regarding the work which you contemplate in
1934-1935, which can be inaluded in Bulletin No. 3,
which I am now preparing.

Sincerely yours,

Frofessor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jorsey

AF/MCE
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