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Abstract

Among the responsa collections by al-Sharif al-Murtada that still remain to be edited
are the Jawabat al-masa’il al-Sallariyya, which consist of responsa to eight questions
most of which revolve around issues related to the subtleties of kalam. On the basis
of the two earliest witnesses of this text, Ms Berlin, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Peter-
mann 11 [Pm.] 169 and Ms Mashhad, Astan-i quds 1448, an edition has been prepared.
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The scholarly investigation of the doctrinal thought of the Imami scholar al-
Sharif al-Murtada Abai 1-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Husayn al-Masawi (“Alam al-Huda,” b.
355/967, d. 436/1044) has progressed significantly over the course of the twenty-
first century, resulting from the publication of a number of important, hitherto
mostly unknown works of his, specifically in the field of kalam. These include
Muhammad Rida Ansari Qummi’s edition of the single extant manuscript of
al-Murtada’s al-Mulakhkhas ft usul al-din (Ms Tehran, Majlis 86070) (Tehran
1381/2002), a comprehensive theological summa which remained incomplete
and which found its continuation in al-Murtada’s al-Dhakhira ila ilm al-kalam
(ed. Ahmad al-Husayni, Qum 1411[ /1990-91]). Taken together, these two works
constitute the most comprehensive theological summa of Bahshamite theol-
ogy that has been preserved and is available in publication.! In 2001, Wifqan
Khudayr Muhsin al-Ka‘bi published a collection of al-Murtada'’s responsa under
the title Masa@’il al-Murtada that is preserved in a compilation of which there
are two witnesses in Najaf. Of importance was also the publication of al-
Murtada’s al-Midih ‘an jihat ijaz al-Quran, a refutation of a section of the
Kitab al-Mughni ft abwab al-tawhid wa-l-‘adl of ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhani
(d. 415/1025) that is also known as Kitab al-Sarfa, which was likewise edited
by Muhammad Rida Ansari Qummi (Mashhad 1424[/2003-4]).2 These pub-
lications complement what was available from among al-Murtada’s oeuvre
before the turn of the century—in 1966, Ahmad al-Husayni had begun to pub-
lish al-Murtada’s collected epistles, which eventually came out in four vol-
umes (Rasa’il al-Sharif al-Murtadd, Qum 1405[/1984-85]), followed in 1990-
91 by Ahmad al-Husayn1’s afore-mentioned edition of al-Murtada’s Kitab al-
Dhakhira. Another important work that became available during the second
half of the twentieth century was al-Murtada’s Ghurar al-fawa’id wa-durar
al-gal@id, also known as Amali al-Murtada. In 1954, Muhammad Abu 1-Fadl
Ibrahim published the work which included for the first time the Takmilat

1 On the relation between the Mulakhkhas and the Dhakhira, see Ansari, “Kitab al-Ta‘lig-i
Mugqri”’; Schmidtke, “Jewish Reception,” pp. 51f.; Abdulsater, Shi Doctrine, pp. 24f.
2 On this work, see also Ansari, “Kashf-i yek kitab-i kalami”.
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al-Amali, an appendix containing numerous responsa to exegetical and doctri-
nal queries culled from other collected works by al-Murtada. The fact that the
Takmila is attested in some of the earliest extant manuscripts of the Ghurar
al-fawa’id indicates that it was either al-Murtada himself or someone acting
at his request who added the Takmila to the Amali.3 Another indication that
the redaction had been done by al-Murtada is Ibn Shahrashab’s mentioning of
the Takmilat al-Ghurar as an independent work of al-Murtada.* This is further
corroborated by the concluding words of the Takmila which likewise point to
al-Murtada as the redactor of the Addendum.>

Mention should also be made of the Kitab al-Shafi fi [-imama, a refutation
of the section on the imamate in the Kitab al-Mughni by ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-
Hamadhani, another rich source for studying al-Murtada’s doctrinal thought
that was first published as a lithograph towards the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury and is now available in the critical edition of ‘Abd al-Zahra al-Husayni
al-Khatib (Tehran 1426/2006).

As a result of the availability of an enlarged corpus of his writings, semi-
nal studies on the Sharif al-Murtada, such as ‘Abd al-Razzaq Muhy1 al-Din’s
Adab al-Murtada min siratihi wa-atharihi (Baghdad 1957), Wilferd Madelung'’s
“Imamism and Mu'‘tazilite Theology” (1970), or Martin J. McDermott’s The The-
ology of al-Shaikh al-Mufid (d. 413/1022) (Beirut 1978) have been supplemented
in recent years by new studies. Besides the useful three-volume publication
Mawsu‘at turath al-Sayyid al-Murtada fi ‘im al-kalam wa-radd al-shubahat
(Najaf 1436[ /2014-15]), recent scholarship includes a series of some thirty stud-
ies on al-Murtada by Hassan Ansari (2000-2017),® and monographs such as
Ahmad Muhammad Ma‘taq’s al-Sharif al-Murtada, hayatuhu, thaqgafatuhu,
adabuhu wa-nagduhu (Beirut 2008) and Hussein Ali Abdulsater’s Shii Doc-
trine, Mu‘tazili Theology: al-Sharif al-Murtada and Imami Discourse (Edinburgh
2017). Moreover, the reception of al-Murtada’s thought and writing among the

3 For the manuscripts of the Amali and the genesis of the Taukmilat al-Amali, see Ansari, Az
ganjina-ha-yi nusakh-i khatti, pp. 35-40. For the oldest extant manuscripts of the Amali,
see Tafadduli, “Kuhantarin nuskha-ha-yi khatti-yi Amali-yi Sayyid-i Murtada” (the earliest
manuscript, that is preserved in the Mar‘ashi library in Qum, is dated to Sha‘ban 482); see
also Dirayati, Fihristwara, vol. 7, p. 787.

4 Ibn Shahrashab, Ma‘alim, p. 7o.

5 Al-Murtada, Amali al-Murtada, ed. Aba 1-Fadl Ibrahim (1426/2005), vol. 2, p. 333: “hadha
akhar ma wujida mimma ikhtarahu radiya llah ‘anhu li-idafatihi ila kitabihi al-ma‘ruf bi-
Ghurar al-fawa’id wa-durar al-qala’id ...”

6 http://ansari.kateban.com/. The articles have also been brought together into a volume enti-
tled Justar-ha- darbara-yi Sharif-i Murtada which is currently in press (Tehran: Nashr-i kitab-
i Rayzan, [in press]).
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Karaites adds an additional angle to the scholarly exploration, and Karaite (or:
Jewish) manuscripts of his writings on kalam and legal theory may eventually
help to improve the editions of some of his writings.”

Despite the progress that has been achieved, the critical edition of al-Mur-
tada’s literary oeuvre in the realm of kalam is still incomplete, and there are
additional challenges to be reckoned with. Al-Murtada’s responsa constitute
a significant part of his literary oeuvre and are an important source for the
study of his doctrine—this is the case not only because of their quantity, the
genre also allows for discussing issues that are disregarded in theological sum-
mae in view of their more rigid structure. Al-Murtada’s responsa to doctrinal
queries thus provide glimpses into aspects of Bahshamite theology that are not
addressed in any of the preserved literature by other non-Imami representa-
tives of the Bahshamiyya.?

Atthe same time, the responsa genre is a problematic one. The majority of al-
Murtada’s epistles were prompted by sets of questions that were addressed to
him either by his students or dispatched to him by others who were based else-
where. Examples of the first category are al-Murtada’s tracts written in reply to
queries posed to him by Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Tabban
(Rasa’il, vol. 1, pp. 1-96), or by Sallar al-Daylami (the subject of the present con-
tribution). The second category comprises, for example, the Jawabat al-masa’il
al-Raziyya (Rasa’il, vol. 1, pp. 97-132), the Jawabat al-masa’il al-Tarabulusiyyat
(Rasa’il, vol. 1, pp. 307-443°), or the Jawabat al-mas@’il al-Musiliyyat (Rasa’il,
vol. 1, pp. 167-267).

While some of these responsa collections are extant, others are entirely
lost!? or partly preserved through secondary sources. This is the case, for exam-

7 Schmidtke, “Nuskha-yi kuhan”; Schmidtke, “Jewish Reception”; Schwarb, “Sahl b. Fadl al-
Tustar’s Kitab al-Ima”; Schwarb, “A Newly Discovered Fragment”; Madelung, “Mu‘tazilt
Theology”.

8 It should be noted that al-Hakim al-Jishumi (d. 494/1101) relates in his Sharh al- Uyuan that
al-Murtada had studied with ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhani (d. 415/1025), the head of the
Bahshamiyya during his time. See Sayyid (ed.), Fad! al-i‘tizal, p. 383. However, this is not
confirmed by any other source. Al-Jishumi may have confused al-Sharif al-Murtada with
his brother, al-Sharif al-Radi, whose discipleship with ‘Abd al-Jabbar is confirmed. See
Ansari, “Az Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar ta Sharif-i Radi”

9 Comprising the Jawabat al-masa’il al-Tarabulisiyyat al-thaniyya and al-thalitha. For the
Jawabat al-masa’il al-Tarabulisiyyat al-ula, see below.

10  Al-Murtada was also engaged in refuting the philosophers who were active in Baghdad.
Najashi (Rijal, p. 270) records three refutations of al-Murtada directed against the Chris-
tian Aristotelian Yahya b. ‘Adi. These are lost. Generally for al-Murtada’s bibliography, see
Abdulsater, Shit Doctrine, pp. 28-38.
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ple, for the jawabat al-Masa’il al-Musiliyyat al-ala. Although this important
set of responsa which consisted, according to Najashi, of three chapters—on
al-wa‘id, al-giyas, and on al-itimad—is no longer preserved in manuscript,!!
one of its chapters has been integrated in its entirety, as it seems, in two later
works. Al-Shaykh al-Tasi (d. 460/1066) draws heavily on the chapter of giyas
in his Kitab al--Udda fi usul al-figh, as he explicitly relates at the end of the
relevant section.’? Al-Murtada also integrated the same chapter on giyas in
his al-Dhari‘a fi usul al-figh which was composed after al-Tais1 had written his
Udda.'3 The two works thus preserve two recensions of one of the three chap-
ters of the Jawabat al-Masa’il al-Musiliyyat al-ula. Another example of a lost
responsum which is quoted in another work is al-Murtada’'s Masala fi dalil al-
khitab. While this text is no longer preserved as an independent work,'* both
al-Tasl in his ‘Udda and al-Murtada in his Dhari‘a quote extensively from it.!5
Scholars of later generations produced their own collections of al-Murtada’s
epistles and responsa, often gathering material focused on a single discipline,
such as legal issues, doctrine or adab. Occasionally, these later compilations
comprise works that are falsely attributed to al-Murtada. Titles that have been
spuriously ascribed to him include al-Hudid wa-l-haqa’iq,' Inqadh al-bashar ft
-jabr wa-l-qadar,” and al-Muhkam wa-l-mutashabih.’® Collections of al-Mur-
tada’s epistles and responsa occasionally also include writings by others, and
although this is typically mentioned in the text this is often overlooked. One

11 See Rasa’il, vol. 1, pp. 167-198 for Jawabat al-masd@’il al-Musiliyyat al-thaniyya, pp. 199-267
for Jawabat al-masa’il al-Musiliyyat al-thalitha.

12 Al-Shaykh al-Tasi, ‘Udda, vol. 2, p. 719 (“gad athbattu fi hadhihi [-mas‘ala akthar alfaz al-
masala allatt dhakaraha Sayyiduna al-Murtada rahimahu lah fi ibtal al-qiyas li-annaha
sadida ft hadha [-bab wa-adaftu ila dhalika mawadi‘ lam yadhkurha ..."). The entire chap-
ter stretches from p. 647 to p. 719.

13 Al-Murtada, Dharia, pp. 453-532 (al-kalam fil-giyas). On the relationship between al-TasT's
al-Udda and al-Murtada’s al-Dharia, see Ansari, “Ustl-i figh-i shi1’; Stewart, Islamic Legal
Orthodoxy, pp. 134-136; Zysow, Economy of Certainty, p. 284 n. 30. Cases like the chapter on
giyas show that although al-TasT was the first to write on legal theory (after al-Mufid), his
Udda is heavily based on some of the writings of his teacher al-Murtada as well as on the
notes al-Tasl took during the latter’s class instruction—al-Murtada taught primarily on
the basis of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Umad.

14  The title is mentioned in Najashi, Rijal, p. 271.

15  Al-Tasi, Udda, vol. 2, pp. 470-481; al-Murtada, Dhara, pp. 281ff.

16 Ansari, “al-Hudtd wa al-haqa’iq".

17 Ansari, “Mushkil-i intisab-i Kitab-i Inqadh al-bashar”; Abdulsater, “To Rehabilitate a The-
ological Treatise”.

18  Ansari, “Irtibat-i Kitab-i Aba ‘Amr al-Zubayri”; Absulsater, “Early Tafsir”.
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example is a refutation of Ash‘arism by ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhani, a tract
which is exclusively preserved in codices otherwise containing only writings
of al-Murtada and which thus remained virtually unknown among non-Imami
circles. The text has been published in Ahmad al-HusaynT’s edition of the Rasa’i!
al-Sharif al-Murtada (vol. 4, pp. 279-299), and again in Masa’il al-Murtada
(Beirut 1422/2001, pp. 162-183), and both editors apparently assume the tract
to be a work by al-Murtada. In addition, Hans Daiber published an edition
of the text in 2007 based on one witness (Ms Najaf, al-Imam al-Hakim Pub-
lic Library, majmiui‘a 182/3).1° Although he correctly identified it as a work by
‘Abd al-Jabbar, he was unaware of its wide transmission. Another example is
a text titled Agawil al-arab fi l-Jahiliyya, a quotation from Abu ‘Isa al-Warraq’s
Kitab al-Magalat which was likewise transmitted in collections of writings by
al-Murtada.20

At the same time, two among al-Murtada’s responsa collections which are
preserved in manuscript seem to have been overlooked by earlier editors,
namely his responsa to questions posed to him by his student Abu Ya‘la Sal-
lar [Salar] b. ‘Abd al-Aziz al-Daylami (d. 448/1057) (Jawabat al-masa’il al-
Sallariyya) and al-Murtada’s responsa to the first set of questions that were sent
to him from Tripoli ( Jawabat al-masa’il al-Tarabulusiyyat al-ila). The present
contribution contains a critical edition of al-Murtada’s responses to Aba Ya‘la
Sallar, and a critical edition of the Jawabat al-masa’il al-Tarabulusiyyat al-ula is
forthcoming.?!

Information on the life and work of Abt Ya‘la Sallar [Salar] b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-
Daylami (d. 448/1057) is scant.2? That he was one of al-Murtada’s prominent

19  Daiber, “Magqala fi [-radd ‘ala [-Mujbira”. On this publication, cf. also Ansari, Az ganjina-
ha-yi nusakh-i khattt, pp. 59, 60, 316-319.

20  Anedition is included in al-Murtada, Rasa’/, vol. 3, pp. 221-231.

21 To be published in Volume Three of the Shii Studies Review.

22 Biographical entries on him are included in ‘Abd al-Jalil al-Razi, K. al-Naqd, pp. 46, 226; Ibn
Shahrashab, Ma@lim, pp. 135f. no. 923; Muntajab al-Din, Fihrist, p. 67 no. 183; al-Afandi,
Riyad al-‘ulama’, vol. 2, pp. 438-440; Aghé Buzurg al-Tihrani, Tabagat alam al-shi‘a wa-
huwa al-Nabis fi [-garn al-khamis, p. 86.—Sallar is often mixed up with others. According
to some sources, including al-Afandi (Ta‘ligat Amal al-amil, pp. 158f.) and al-Kh“ansari
(Rawdat al-jannat, vol. 2, pp. 370-373), Sallar’s name is “Hamza” and he died in 463 AH.
see also al-Sadr, Takmilat Amal al-amil, vol. 2, pp. 545-547; Aghé Buzurg, Dari‘a, vol. 1,
p. 73f. no. 363. This clearly results from a confusion between Sallar and another student
of al-Murtada, Aba Ya‘la Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Hamza al-Ja‘fari (d. 463/1071) who
is sometimes erroneously named Aba Ya‘la Hamza al-Jafar (see Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani,
Lisan al-mizan, vol. 3, p. 290). On the latter, see Ansari, “Abt Ya‘la al-Ja‘fari,” Encyclopaedia
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students is indicated by a report that he occasionally replaced al-Murtada in
teaching. He is also reported to have studied with Shaykh al-Mufid (d. 413/1022).
In the field of theology, Sallar is said to have composed two works which are
lost: a Tadhkira fi haqgiqat al-jawhar wa-l-‘arad and a work entitled Tatmim
al-Mulakhkhas, in which he presumably completed al-Murtada’s al-Mulakh-
khas.?® The title of the Tadhkira suggests that the work was primarily con-
cerned with natural philosophy, another indication of its author’s interest in
the subtleties of kalam which is the thematic focus of the questions he posed
to al-Murtada (see below). Sallar is reported to have composed other works
which are also lost, namely al-Mugqni‘fil-madhhab, al-Taqrib fiusil al-figh, and a
counterrefutation of Abtil-Husayn al-Basr1’s (d. 436/1044) refutation (naqd) of
al-Murtada’s al-Shafi fi [-imama.?* Tbn Dawud al-Hilli (alive in 707/1307-8) also
mentions al-Abwab wa-l-fusul, a work on law, among Sallar’s writings which is
not extant either.2? Sallar is mostly known for his legal work Kitab al-Marasim
al-‘alawiyya fi [-ahkam al-nabawiyya which has been published repeatedly.

The sources name some of Sallar’s students—these include Shams al-Islam
al-Hasan b. al-Husayn b. Babawayh al-Qummi, known as “Hasaka”, who was
the grandfather of Muntajab al-Din ‘Ali b. Babawayh al-Razi (b. 504/1110-1, d.
after 600/1203), author of Fihrist asma’ ‘ulama@ al-Shi'a wa-musannifihim,?6
al-Shaykh al-Mufid Abi Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad b. al-Husayn
al-Nisaburi al-Khuza‘T who was the shaykh of the Imamiyya in Rayy,2? and al-
Shaykh al-Mufid ‘Abd al-Jabbar b. ‘Ali al-Mugqri’ al-Raz1.28 Al-Hurr al-Amili also
lists Abu ‘Ali al-Tas, the son of al-Shaykh al-Tasi, among Sallar’s students.29

In view of his expertise in adab, some Sunni biographers also include entries
on Sallar. Al-Safadi (d. 764/1363) lists him in his al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat, relating
that Abu I-Karam al-Mubarak b. al-Fakhir b. Muhammad b. Ya‘qub al-Nahw1

Islamica, vol. 2, pp. 712-714. The two scholars are properly distinguished by Muhammad
Taqi al-Tustari, Qamas al-rijal, vol. 5, pp. 170f. See also Najashi, Rijal, p. 271; al-Afandi, Riyad
al-‘ulam@’, vol. 2, pp. 214-217. Sallar is also reported to have been burried in Tabriz (al-
Afandi, al-Khvansari), which seems to be wrong.

23 Cf. Agha Buzurg, Dharia, vol. 3, pp. 343f. no. 1236; vol. 4, p. 24 no. 75; Mujam al-turath al-
kalami, vol. 2, p. 160 no. 3223.

24 Ibn Shahrashab, Maalim, pp. 135f.

25  IbnDawid al-Hilli, Rijal, p. 174. See also Agha Buzurg, Dhari'a, vol. 1, pp. 73f. no. 363.

26  Muntajab al-Din, Fihrist, pp. 46f. no. 72.

27  Muntajab al-Din, Fihrist, p. 75 no. 219.

28  Muntajab al-Din, Fihrist, p. 75 no. 220.

29  Al-Hurr al-Amili, Amal al-amil, vol. 2, pp. 127f. no. 357. See also al-Majlisi, Bihar al-anwar,
vol. 104, pp. 72, 160.
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had studied with him in 445 AH and that Sallar had died in 448 AH30—since
the date of Sallar’s death is uncertain on the basis of the Imami biographical
literature (both 448 AH and 463 AH are mentioned), al-Safad1’s report settles
the issue. Al-Suyuti (d. 911/1505) also includes an entry on Sallar in his Bughyat
al-wu‘at fi tabagat al-lughawiyyin wa-l-nuhat which repeats the information
provided by al-Safad1.3!

Some of the eight questions Sallar posed to al-Murtada3? revolve around issues
that belong to the subtleties ({atif) of kalam, others concern topics which are
not discussed elsewhere in the Bahshamite literature. The eight questions are
as follows: (1) Why is not possible that an atom is an atom through an agent (ma
al-mani‘ min kawn al-jawhar jawharan bi-l-fa‘il)? (2) and (3) What should be
replied to someone who argues that the accidents of capability and life neces-
sitate a state for their specific locus of inherence rather than for the entire body
(ma jawab man za‘ama anna l-qudra tiajibu halan li-l-mahall din al-jumla and
ma jawab man qala anna l-hayat aydan tujibu [-hal li-l-mahall la li-l-jumla)? (4)
What should be said to someone who argues that the locus in which an accident
inheres in is determined by an agent with no specific intention so that it could
inhere as well in another locus? (5) What should be replied to the astrologers
who maintain that events are caused by the stars rather than by God? (6) Are
dreams real or not and who is causing them? (7) This question addresses the
causal relation between nagar and ‘ilm, as well as between dalil and madlil. (8)
The question whether each segment ( juz’) of a khabar needs a will (irada) for
it to be part of the khabar in its entirety ( jumlat al-khabar) or not.

Responsa five and six were also included in the Takmilat al-Amalt (with no
indication that they originated in the Sallariyya)3? and as a result transmitted
independently from very early on.3* An edition of responsum five (on astrol-

30  Al-Safadi, al-Waft, vol. 16, p. 54 no. 74 (“Sallar, Aba Ya‘la al-Nahwi").

31 Al-Suyati, Bughyat al-wut fi tabaqat al-lughawiyyin wa-l-nuhat, vol. 1, p. 594, no. 1255
(“Sallar b. ‘Abd al-Aziz Abu Ya‘la al-Nahwi”).

32 While al-Najashi, al-Tasi and Busrawi do not mention the Sallariyya, the first one to refer
to the text is Ibn Shahrashab, Ma‘alim, p. 70. Al-Murtada, however, already alluded to
the Sallariyya (without explicitly mentioning this name) in his jawabat al-masa’il al-
Tarabulusiyyat al-thalitha (Rasd@l, vol. 1, p. 417). See also the entries on the work in Agha
Buzurg, Dhari‘a, vol. 2, pp. 83f. no. 331 (al-As’ila al-Sallariyya); vol. 20, p. 352 no. 3372 (al-
Masa’il al-Sallariyya); vol. 5, p. 206 no. 6o ( Jawabat Sallar b. Abd al-Aziz al-Daylami) and
p. 223 no. 1061 (Jawabat al-masa’il al-Sallariyya).

33  See al-Murtada, Amali, ed. Muhammad Abu I-Fadl Ibrahim (2004), pp. 319-325 (respon-
sum five), pp. 325-328 (responsum six).

34  They are both included, for example, in Ms Qum, Mar‘ashi 12923 (items no. 6 and 7).
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ogy) was also included by Ahmad al-Husayni in his Rasa’il al-Sharif al-Murtada
(vol. 2, pp. 299-311; here the text is introduced as “qala al-Sayyid al-Sharif al-
Murtada fi Kitab al-Ghurar wa-l-durar fi ajwibat al-masa’il al-Sallariyya”). Edi-
tions of responsum six (on dreams) were published in the Rasa’il al-Sharif al-
Murtada (vol. 2, pp. 7-14), and in the Masa’il al-Murtada (pp. 288-297). An edi-
tion of responsum seven was also included in the Rasa’il al-Sharif al-Murtada
(vol. 2, pp. 145-152) under the title “Masala fi tawarud al-adilla”. Al-Murtada’s
responsum on dreams was criticized by the ‘Allama al-Hilli (d. 726/1325) and
his son, Fakhr al-muhaqqiqin (d. 771/1369-70), in their responsa to the question
of Ibn Zuhra.35

Astrology was evidently a topic that attracted much interest. In the course
of this responsum, al-Murtada mentions his discussion with bad al-ruasa’
bal al-wuzar@® mimman kana fadilan ft l-adab wa-l-kitaba wa-mashghufan bi-
[-nujum. This person can tentatively be identified as Abu 1-Qasim al-Husayn
b. ‘Ali al-Maghrib1 (“al-Wazir al-Maghribt”, d. 418/1027), who was the vizier of
the Bayid Musharrif al-dawla in Baghdad. Al-Murtada participated in some
of his majalis and wrote several works for al-Wazir al-Maghribi, among them
his Kitab al-Mugni* fi [-ghayba and his Risala fi ‘amal al-Sultan.36 Moreover,
al-Wazir al-Maghrib1’s interest in astrology is also evident from his exchanges
(majalis) with the Nestorian Metropolitan Elias (d. 1046 CE)—al-majlis al-sabi*
is devoted to this topic and the questions he poses to Elias are in fact very sim-
ilar to those he addressed to al-Murtada as they are related in the Sallariyya.3”

Al-Murtada’s elaborations on astrology in the Sallariyya continued to attract
the attention of scholars. A lengthy excerpt from al-Murtada’s responsum on
astrology has also been quoted by Radi al-Din ‘Ali b. Musa Ibn Tawds (d. 664/
1266) in his Faraj al-mahmum—since Ibn Tawts is defending astrology in this
work, he had to deal with al-Murtada’s refutation of astrology. Ibn Tawtis’s quo-
tations from al-Murtada’s epistle are interspersed with his comments.3® The

Responsum Five (on astrology) is also included in Ms Princeton, Princeton University
Library, Islamic Manuscripts, Garrett no. 2751y, fols. 251v-254r (http://arks.princeton.edu/
ark:/88435/hx11xh865).

35  MasailIbn Zuhra, p. 66f. Reference is to mas'ala fi [-manamat only, with no mention of the
Sallariyya. This again indicates that this responsum was also transmitted independently.

36  Madelung, “A Treatise of the Sharif al-Murtada”.

37  SeeSeleznyov (ed.), Kitab al-Majalis li-Mar Ilya Mutran Nisibin, pp.139ff.—For the Kitab al-
Majalis, see now also Diez, “The Profession of Monotheism”. For al-Wazir al-Maghribi, see
also ‘Abbas, al-Wazir al-Maghribt; Karimi Niya, Wazir-i Maghribi (cf. also http://kariminia
.kateban.com/post/3414).

38  Ibn Tawas, Faraj al-mahmuam, pp. 43-53. See also Ansari, “Intiqadat-i sakht-i Ibn Tawas
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entire section from the Faraj al-mahmiim was quoted by Muhammad Bagqir al-
Majlisi (d. 1110/1699) in his Bihar al-anwar.?®

The edition is based on the two following manuscripts, the earliest extant wit-
nesses of the Sallariyya—the text is preserved in later copies as well which have
proved to be of little use for the present edition.

e MS Mashhad, Astan-i quds 1448, a multitext volume containing several re-
sponsa collections by al-Murtada. The leaves are in disorder and the respon-
sa to Sallar’s queries are found on fols. 50r-59v, 70r-8or. The text ends with
a colophon (fol. 8or) dated to 3 Dhii I-Hijja 676, the identity of the scribe is
not disclosed.*® The manuscript is abbreviated in the following as |.

e Ms Berlin, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Petermann 11 [Pm.] 169, a collective
volume containing two works of al-Sharif al-Murtada: (1) Ghurar al-fawa’id
wa-durar al-qal@id = al-Amali (fols. 1-274). The work ends with a colophon
dated to 15 Sha’ban 544/1149 (fol. 274v), and the copyist relates that he used
as an antescript a copy transcribed by Aba Muhammad al-Hasan b. ‘Ali
b. Zirak al-Wa‘iz al-Qummai.*! For a brief description, see Ahlwardt, Verze-
ichniss, vol. 7, pp. 636f; vol. 6, p. 275 no. 7020/3; for a detailed descrip-
tion of the entire codex and a study on the Banu Zirak, see Ansari, Az
ganjina-ha-yi nusakh-i khatti, pp. 41-44, 48-53; (2) al-Masa’il al-Sallariyya

az Sharif-i Murtada”; Kohlberg, A Medieval Muslim Scholar, p. 260 no. 378.—Ibn Tawus
opens his quotation with some brief remarks on al-Murtada’s responsa to the Masa’il al-
Sallariyya, explaining that these comprise eight questions and delving into the first one.
He then adds some remarks on Sallar himself. It is thus evident that Ibn Tawis'’s textual
sources were the complete set of the Sallariyya rather than the Takmila.

39 Majlisi, Bihar al-anwar, vol. 58, pp. 281-289.

40  The colophon reads as follows:

Ay By ey o B B (53 0 I 3 Lo 0 1) 3815 W ol L)
S o ) oy L ey Al )Ty 2 b o sy A 0

41 The colophon reads as follows:
e s Gl @T s Olnd U 1 8 e 2 el (2] por e o B
.1:'.9\}5\13}‘}&‘:}:L};O..A-\ﬁgﬁr%}!\'&;dﬂ\;ﬂeu\rby\@\wy%}
o cribanall o dil oy aslfl o 0L b ably ol s db e oy ol ) JUT Lo
Ol Cales | ey y?,,us;ﬂ;

SHII STUDIES REVIEW 2 (2018) 255-307



AL-SHARIF AL-MURTADA’S RESPONSES TO THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS 265

(fols. 275-287)—the text has been copied by the same scribe, here identi-
fied as Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Mu’addib, and is
also dated in Shaban 544/1149 (see colophon fol. 287b#?). This is the earli-
est extant copy of al-Murtada’s responsa to the questions of Abu Ya‘la Sal-
lar (abbreviated in the following edition as ). For a brief description of
this part of the manuscript, see also Ahlwardt, Verzeichniss, vol. 4, pp. 348f.
no. 4978. Although the Berlin manuscript predates the Mashhad manuscript
by about a century, it is less reliable than the latter. The copyist apparently
relied on an antescript that was incomplete throughout. He later collated
the manuscript with his antescript and added some of the missing passages
in the margin (fols. 2761, 276v, 283V, 2851, 285V, 286V, 287r).43

For responsum five and six, which have been included in the Takmilat Amali
al-Murtada, the following two early witnesses of the Takmila have also been
consulted for the edition of these two responsa. Since al-Murtada may have
revised the texts when he chose them for inclusion in the Takmila—this at
least is suggested by a number of variants in these responsa between the above
mentioned witnesses of the Sallariyya and the their rendering in the Takmila—
variants that reflect this revision are indicated in a separate apparatus. Only in
cases in which the manuscripts of the Sallariyya were evidently wrong we pre-
ferred the reading of the Amalr:

o MsS Tehran, Majlis, 278 (abbreviated in the following as s).#* This is one of
the earliest extant manuscripts of the Ghurar al-fawa’id which is dated to 15

42 The colophon reads as follows:

£3 S oy oo Ay LT, a2 o il Loy S8 0 iy 301 Bl 2
Olad 5L s pn 0 ially el 25k Qa5 0 () (g a8 Lgsend 0
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43 See the collation note on the last page of the text:
D25 Je € o (9) | QTM\sﬁ;J@\j\gu\fuy\@wghg_,{at@\wpw
s i 9125 1 o ol e el gl o 8 e ) 2l Ty o) i)
Cmoly o Eo S p el ol Lo f 55 Blllly agd | OBl a1 58 e el
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44  For this manuscript, see Dirayati, Fihristigan, vol. 23, pp. 287f. no. 6.

SHII STUDIES REVIEW 2 (2018) 255-307



266 ANSARI AND SCHMIDTKE

Safar 574/1178 and was copied by Haydar b. Najib al-Din al-Hasan al-Shinasti
(see fol. 232r; on him see Muntajab al-Din, Fifrist, p. 57 no. 129). The leaves
are in disorder and there are various foliation systems (all non-consecutive)
throughout the codex, which is missing in the end.

o Ms Istanbul. Suleymaniye, Feydullah Efendi 1678, fols. 275b-279a (respon-
sum five), fols. 279a-280b (responsum six). This copy was completed on 3
Sha‘ban 586, by Muhammad b. Abi Tahir b. Abil-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Warraq
(see colophon f. 283a) (abbreviated in the following edition as C)'
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