
MINUTES OF R X G U  EdEETING OF 

THE IETSTLTUTE FOR ADPAETCED STUDY 

h u a r y  9, 1933 

A regular meeting of the Trustoos of the Ins t i tu te  for Advanced 

Study was held at the Dptown Club, 60 East 42nd Street,  New York, New Ysrk, 

on Monday, January 9 ,  19 3 3 . 
Present: Messrs. Aydelottc, Edggr S. Bmbesger, Louis Barnbasgar, 

Carrel, Flexner, Fricdenwald, Rardln, Boughton, Maass, Weed, Mrs Fuld, a n d  

Miss Sabin. 

Absent m d  excused: Messrs. Lehan, Leidesdorf,  and Straus . 
The ChaErman presided. 

The minutes of the meeti~g held on October 10, 1932, having been 

distributed, their reading was dispensed with, and they were a p p r a n d  after 

tho adoption of the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, That the clausos of the minutes of the meeting 
of the Board sf Trustces he ld  on October 10, 1952, per ta in ing  te the 
penstons of E l s a  Einstein and Elizabeth EII, D d  Richardson Veblen, 
be and hereby arc umonded t o  rend 8 s  follows : 

T h a t  if his  wife,  Elsa Einsteja, survive him she rocoive 
during her widowhood a pension of 85,000 a year; 

That if his w i f e ,  Elizabeth M a  D, Richardson Veblen, survive 
h i m  she receive 6uring her widowhood a pensfran of $5,000 a year, 

The minutas of the meting of the Executive Cornittee held on 

Daeornber 7,  1932, having been distributed, were, on motion, received and 

ordered to be placed on f i l e .  



The President presented tho followjag roport: 

As you w i l l  gather from the roport to be made by t he  Director,  

the School. of Wthematics of the Ins t i+ ,u te  f o r  A d m e e d  Study will be 

opcned on October 1, 1933, The IXrector  has s p n t  -tihe m o n t h s  since our 

last meeting in making the necessary arrangemnts so that a modest star+ 

of vary  high quality o m  be made a t t h a t t f m e *  This is the most impor tan t  

piece of information which I have to cmunicate at this meeting. What 

else I barn tc say is of a personal nature. 

Mrs. h l d  and I have taken the closest interest  and the most pro- 

found plaasure in  our association w i t h  this enterprise* We feel,  howauer, 

that we wish in its i n t e r e s t  n o t  to be burdened with responsibility but 

rather 50 leave responsibility in the hands of the Dfrec+,or and the Trustees. 

We have discussed this matter ful ly with the Director, and ft is o u r  opinion, 

in which he concurs, that the  By-Laws c m  be simplified so as to permit  a 

gradua l  e w l u t i o n  by dropping the offices of President add Vice-President 

of the Board of Trustees, so tha t  the executtw management of the  I n s t i t u t e  

dl1 remain in -khe hands of the Tmsteos while the Direc to r  will be responsible 

f o r  the scient if ic  direction,  In addition, Mrs. F d l d  a n d  I would prefer  

to resigxl as Trustees and to accept a suggestion made by the Director that 

we become Hanorary Trustees ~ 5 t h  the p r iv i l ege  of at tending the  meetings 

of the Board, the mcetings of ccmrmit+,eos, and membership upon ciomit'cees. 

This statement on my part, with  which Mrs. h l d  agrees, will indicate to 

you our confidence in the Board and our firm beliof that the warm reception 

a d  cmonda t i an  which t he  Ins t i tuke  has r c c e i ~ e d  indicate that it is destined 

to fill a need in the highor educationn'l scheme of American education* 1 

trust that th is  jnformral nottce on our p a r t  ?rill be acceptod by the Board 

m d  that suitable amendments and nominations may be submitted at the mual 



m a t i n g  of the Board, I assure yost %Plat qy interest  artdBlrs. Fu'ldts 

intorest have 3oeorne keenor and keenor as time has passed and t ha t  we 

~ 5 x 1  da sll ir, aur pomr to promote the ob jec t s  f o r  which the Ins t i t u t e  

~nms founded. 

I beg you to accept  o w  warn thanks for yonr  invaluable 

caBparatfm m d  support, and we look to you to minta in  the  high 

standard at which a boginning is now t o  $8 made. 

Tho Director  and several of the Members spoke w i t h  decp feeling of the  

wis don and unsclf ishzless wikh which Its. Bambargcr a n d  Hrs , Fuld had devoted 

thernselms to the creation o f  the Ynstitute f o r  b d ~ a n c s d  Study and s t a t ed  %ha$ 

they had been i d e a l  f oun6ers in all respects, 

Thcrnupen, on motion, it ~ m s  

RESOLVED, That the Report  of t h e  President  bc ~ n d  horoby 
is accepted and incorporated in the  minutes o f  the meeting and that 
the Di rec to r  be and here'cry is ernpmred and au thor ized  to draf t  rcso- 
lutions expressing t ho  fagling and  sentiment of t he  Board of Trustees 
in respect to t;he founders, 51r. Leuis Bamberger and  SJrs. Felix Fuld. 

The follow-hg repor t  mas presented by the Director and, an motior-, 

accepted nnd o r d e r e d  t o  be spread on the  minutes of the meeting: 

At the meeting of tho Trustees of the  InstLtutc f o r  A d v ~ n c e d  

Study, held October 10, 1932, tho  Bmrd approved the appoinhents  of 

Dr. Alber t  Elnstein and Er. Q s r v ~ l d  Veblon as Professors in thc School. 

of Mathematics. Sincc that date I have been mainly engaged in vndeav- 

o r i n g  to round ou t  tho  mathematical nucleus, m d  it n r l l  nppoar from 

motions to be submitted at this m e t i n g  that 1 m recomez?dir?g h,ro add i -  

t i o n a l  professorial appotntments, that of Professor Semm Teyl of the 

Vnioersity of G6ttingen and that of Professor Jmea Vfaddoll Alexander of 



Princeton University. R5th these k o  appointments a bat tery of four 

mathematicians of great distinction has been formed, and these men in 

close cotlporation with the Princctan group ought to establf sh w i t h i n  a 

~eascnable t h e  one of the out sf anding centers f o r  mathematical teach- 

ing and rosearch throughout the  world. 

Professor Weyl has had a distinguished career. Be was t r a i ned  

by P~ofes sor Hilbexrt; of Gbttingen, who during his long career m s  head 

of tho most dis tkgu i shed  mathematical school on the Continent of Europe. 

Subsequently he bcczune professor in the Technische Hochschule at Znrich 

where Professor Einstein also achioved cmSneneer Less ehan three years 

ago Professor Eilbert retired from his post  in GBttingen, and Professor 

Weyl vms called to succeed him, lleanwhile, Professor Weyl has on k o  or 

three occasions Visited the United States, spending a year in Princeton, 

lecturing a t  Pale andelsewhere, Despite the f a c t  t ha t  he is only in  

the m i d d l e  40' 6, he is without  doubt the most distinguished ffgurs in 

mathemtics in Zurope, His addit ion to t he  s taff  of the Institute f o r  

Advanced Study is hardly second in importance to the eppointment of' 

Professor Einstein and n5L1 be so recognized throughout the learned w o ~ l d .  

Professor Alexander is a younger rnm. I had tho feel ing that, 

as this is an American ins t i tu t ion ,  the stztff must be recruited as fa r  as 

possible with Americans, provided men of suflccient promise and ability 

could bo secured, These are hardlymoro than half a dozen American mathe- 

mticians e l i g i b l o  on this basis, A f t e r  vary careful thought Professor 

Alexander mas selected on the  bas i s  of  his seicntific achievement and his 

cmpnrat ivc  youth* Tho group as new constituted ranges in age w i t h  Professor 

Alsxandcr, who is a littlo ovor 40, to Professor Einstein, who is In his 52nd 

year, Professor Weyl Ls about  45. Thus there is no danger that a l l  the  



leading rembers of the staff w i l l  rotire at about tho same tine 

There is indaad a sproad of almost t cn  p a r s ,  so that the t r ad i t i ons  

cstnblished by tho f i r s t  group should continue as replacements occur. 

In tho  making of these selections 2: have had the  ad~atage of conference 

not only w i t h  Profcssar Veblen md his former associates at Princcton 

but w i t h  other mathennticians as vmL1, m d  f think I am n o t  o ~ o r s t a t i n g  

when I say t h a t  there is absoluteLy no cltfference of opinion 8 s  to the 

high quality of a l l  the etppointees. 

1 cannot sufficiently express my gra t i tude  to tho authorities 

of  Princcton University, who haw whole-heartedly cobperated vri th mo in 

the  endoavor t a  mako our m group as strong as possible. The men 

chosen a r o  personal fecnds of tho  men already engaged %n Princeton, 

and there 5 s  t k r c f o r c  cvcry prospect of the most wholosome and intimate 

co8perat5an. Ammg themsclvos the m n  have agrood that t h e b  respective 

students may attend the  ssrninars axd lectures of e ~ c h  o%hor, so that, vrhiie 

the Ldell_tlky of f3e two ~ - s t i k u t i o a s  m5ll ba absolukely preservsd, they 

may functfonslly ham tho  o f f e c t  of a single great organization. 

A f t o r  %he f i rs t  appoinfments were made by the  Board, 1 cornmu- 

n i c ~ t o d  mfth tho proper  o f f i c i a l s  of th8 Bockefeller Foundation, the Com- 

monwealth Fund, sad the 15et io~al  Zese~rch Council. Tkey ham a11 informed 

me kh*t they m i l l  be de l igh ted  t a  send f c l lm~s  frm different  parks of the 

world to work in the School of Mathemztiics of the  I n s t i t u t e ,  Indeed, 

Dr , Tisdale, who has charge of fcllcrmfships in the natural sciences f o r  

the  Rockefeller F o m d a t i ~ n  in Paris, has rrritten m 'chRt; the Foundation 

has awarded a fellowship to the mast brillimt young Dane working in +his 

f i e l d  in order  th% hha m y  spend next year In our School of Mathemtics. 

Addi t iona l  followships of this kind v d l l  uridoubtedly be granted in the 

near future, while ~pwlications f r o m  outsiders continue to be received 



and are being passed upon at present by Professor ITeblen. 

At a former meeting of the Board I was authorized t o  prepare 

s socond bulletin. This bas been done as far as 1 am mysslf able to do 

it. 1 am now wai t ing  f o r  brief statements frm Professor Eins te in  and 

Profess or Tkyl regarding the  o p ? o r t m i t t e s  which they propose to offer. 

Ths Graduate Schael of Princeton University has beon built up 

upon the basis of a 107~ tuition fee, namely, $100 per  nn*1m, It seems to 

me tha t  at the  outset it is expedient ta adape the same scale, 

I have conferred with the authorities of' the St~ . te  Dspartmont 

in respect to the  visas of forcl5gners who may be appointed to the Inst i-  

t u t e  or who m y  desire to s tudy  in it, m d  I k v ~  been assured that no 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  of any kind are to be anticipated, 

Tha Report  of t h e  Fin~nee Committee was coverad by the informal  r e p o r t  

of the Treasurer, which in Mr, Lcldesdorf ' s  ~ h s a n ~ e  was made by Mr, Flexner, who 

stated t h t  the  resources af the Insl,it&e are now la rger  than when the original 

g f f t  mas made. 

Mr. EdIaass, Chatman of *he C o d t t e e  on S i b ,  reported progress. 

The IErec tor  reported that  act9ng under -the ins t ruct ions  of the 

Executlm Cormi t tee  he had offered a professorship in the School o f  Mathematics 

t o  Professor Holmnnn Weyl on tho toms  s o t  fo r th  in his l e t t e r  dated December 7, 

1932. Thereupon, on motion,  it was  

RESOLVED, That the action of the Execut i~e  Cornittee in 
reference to the appointment of Professor  H e m m  Weyl to a professor- 
s h i p  in the  School of Mnthematics bo a n d  hereby is authorized and 
approved. 



The Direc tor  nomiriatcd %mfessor J ~ m e s  Waddell Alexander s professor  

in the School of Mathemstics on the foLlovriln3 terns : 

That his  apr;ointment as Trofessor in the School of Mathematics 
date f r o n  October 1, 1933; that his s.tlary be f ?xed at; $10,000 a year, 
of which he ? ? r i l l  contribute 5$ to the Tertchsrs Insurance and Annuity As- 
sociation of America, the I n s t i t u t e  cont.ribwt;ing an equal swn monthly; 
and that, unless his term of ~lp~o5.nt;ment be prolongod-by mu%uxl consen*, 
he rotire at 65 years of age. 

On motion, the nomin~ t im af Professor James W~ddell Alexander as 

Professor in the School  of Mathematics ms appromd. 

The Director stated that American mthermticiwzs had formed the 

merica Mathematical Society, which is devoting i t s  e f f o r t s  to the cultivation 

of an increased interesL in higher mthemtics in American institutions of learn- 

ing and to the publ ica t ion  of transactions t o o  large for periodicals. The expenses 

of t h e  Society are m-k by contrfbuLians mainly recejved from Americas unimrsitles, 

almost a11 of which are members paying an annual subscription varying f rm $1CO 

to $500 fi year. He recomwnded that t he  School of Mathemtics of +he I n s t i t u t e  

be i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  this movement, Thereupon,, an motion, it was 

RESCLTQD, T h a t  the Ins t i tu te  f o r  Advanced Study becma a 
sus-mining member of -the Americ~n Mathemtical Society for a period 
of ti= years by the payment of Two hmdred Dollars  ($200 -00) annually 
during that period,  

The Director stated that, while the teaching m d  t ra ining af promising 

young mathematicians would be a permanent object of t h e  S choof of Mathematics, it 

is important to realize that research wrd publication are insap~rable. There is 

nothing to be gained from rese~crch if those results nre not nrmilabke to others 

working in t he  same f i e l d .  In the f i e l d  of mthhemtics t h e  opportunities f o r  

publication in America are l imi ted .  Same years ago the mathematical group at 



Prince-t;on UnitrersiQ esbbl i shed  tho Annals of Ihthemtics, towards which the 

University ~ontribtrtod in cash and ser-oices spproximtely $2,030 e. year* The 

Rockef sller Fomda+ion made an annual contr55utim over a f ive-yenr period, which 

dxpircs 'chis year and vrhich will not  be renwmd, The Director recommended that 

the A m l s  should henceforth over an oxperimntal period of five years be t h e  

j o W  medium of publication of t 3 e  School ef Math.ematics of the Institute end the 

&thematical Faculty of Princeton Unlmrsity 'md~r an e d i t o r i a l  group composed 

equally of members of the t w o  groups, Itwns +hereupon, onmot ion ,  

RESOLVED, That the Institute for A d v a n c ~ d  Study hereby 
appropriate Two thoustmd Dollars (82,00r3.00) annually o w r  a five- 
year period towards the expense of publication of thc Annals of Mathe- 
mt i c s  to be issuod under t ho  joint edi torship  of the School of Mathe- 
matics a? the Institute and of the Ihthematical Faenlty of Princeton 
Universiky. 

The President announced %he appointment of the Committee on Nominations 

to r e p o r t  at the  annual meeting as fo l lows :  

Nr. Percy S . Stmus, Charmn 
M r .  Frank Aydelotte 
Miss Floronce R, Snbin 
Mr. Louis Bamberg~r, ex off icio 
Mrs. Felix Fuld, ex afficia 

Mr. Frfedenmld suggastcd'that a telogmm of most c o r d i a l  greet ings b 

sen* by the Board of Trustees to Professor Albe r t  Einstein and his w i f e  who were 

landing in America an th3 day of the meeting; whereupon, on motion, t h e  Direc tor  

A t  the  request of Nr. Bamberger, Mr. Ma~ss ca l led  the attention of 

the Trustees to the f a c t  that pcnsicns and t~ idowsf  annuities had been provided 

f o r  members of the  faculty, but that no such pro~isjon had been mde f o r  t he  

Director .  Re  s t a t o d  that M r .  3a;mbergerwished it h o r n  to tho  Trustees that it 

m s  the des ire  of Krs. Fuld and himself, if the  Trustees concurrod, that p r o v i s i ~ 2  

be mnde to penscor]. 'chc D i r e c t o r  upon h i s  retirement and to provida an annuity for 

his wLdow. 



The mtter was gonerally discussed, Mr. Flamer, although presenk, not 

participating in the  discussion or in t b  ensuing vote, Thereupon, on motion, 

duly mado, seconded, and unanimously carried, it was 

RESOLVED, That upon the retirement of the Director  he be 
granted a pension of Eight thousead Dollars ($8,000.00) per m u m  to 
be paid by the Institute f a r  Advanced Study, and that in the event 
of his death there be paid to his wife,  Anne Crawford Flemar ,  should 
she survive him, during the period of her widowhood, a pension of Five 
thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) pe r  annm. 

It was suggested that the annual meeting be held on Nonday, A p r i l  24, 

instead of A p r i l  10, 1933. Notices w i l l  be sent  out as usual, m d  the meeting 

on A p r i l  10 will be adjourned till April 24 on account of lnck of s. quorum* 

There being no further business, on motion, -khe meeting adjourned, 


