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Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke, Imāmī Thought in Transition: An Archaeological Inquiry into 
Texts and their Transmission, Cordoba: UCOPress [forthcoming]
Vol. 1i/ii: The Reception and Transmission of al-Šarīf al-murtaḍā‘s Oeuvre and Thought
Vol. 2: The Development of Imāmī thought, mid fifth/eleventh through fourteenth/twentieth Century
Vol. 3: Editions





“Mapping the Republic of Letters” is based at Stanford University



Hwisang Cho*, The Power of the Brush: 
Epistolary Practices in Chosŏn Korea,
University of Washington Press 2020

*IAS member 9/2016-7/2017





Moritz Steinschneider (1816-1907), 
Bibliographer and Orientalist

A young scholar working in the stacks of 
Green Library, Stanford



(Photo by Andrea Kane)



Ignaz Goldziher
(1850-1921)



Paul E. Kahle
(1875-1964)



Carte Griffini, Archivio [Angela] Codazzi, Bibliotheca 
comunale centrale, Palazzo Sormani, Milan

Eugenio Griffini
(1878-1925)



From the Eduard Glaser (1855-1908) archives in Berlin (State Library), Vienna (Austrian Academy 
of Sciences), Zatec, and in the Czech Republic (State District Archives Louny, the Regional 
Museum of K.A. Polanek, Žatec and the Náprstek Museum, Prague)



Carl Rathjens
(1887-1966)

= Imām Yaḥyā Ḥamīd al-Dīn 
(1869-1948), King of Yemen



https://albert.ias.edu/handle/20.500.12111/2360
Albert – IAS Digital Repository (albert.ias.edu)

Otto Neugebauer (1899-1990)

Shelby White and Leon Levy 
Archives Center

Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton



Martin Schreiner
(b. 1863, d. 1926)



Letters Schreiner to Goldziher (1887, 1895, 1900), Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest



ARC.Ms. Var. 347, Martin Schreiner Archive, Archives Dept, National Library of Israel, Jerusalem



Martin Schreiner between the Study of Islam and the Science of 
Judaism

A Study of his Life and Work, with Critical Editions

Sabine Schmidtke

Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck [in preparation]



Friedrich Kern 
(1874-1921)

Rudolf Strothmann 
(1877-1960)



Register of readers of Oriental 

manuscripts in the Berlin State Library 

(“Im Lesezimmer der Handschriften-

Abtheilung benutzte Berliner Mss. 

Orientalia”) [Ms. Berlin, Staatsbibliothek 

zu  Berlin–Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Hs. 

or. sim. 8948]



Rudolf Strothmann 
(1877-1960), pioneer 
in the study of Shīʿism 
(Zaydism, Twelver 
Shīʿism, Ismāʿīlism)

Wilferd Madelung (b. 1930),
student of Strothmann, and 
scholar of Shīʿism (Zaydism, 
Twelver Shīʿism, Ismāʿīlism)

Sabine Schmidtke, doctorate 
with Madelung (Oxford 1990), 
scholar of Shīʿism (Zaydism, 
Twelver Shīʿism)



Agnes Kern to Ignaz Goldziher
(8 June 1905)

“Wenn unser Kern dir einmal zu schaffen
macht, so wende dich nur an seine 
Mutter; sie ist eine verständige Dame”.
(“If ever our Kern will cause you any 
problems, talk to his mother—she is a very 
reasonable person”.)
[Karl Vollers to Ignaz Goldziher, 16 October 
1898]



Letters from Strothmann to various addressees, 1909, 1921, 1923



 Ignaz Goldziher (b. 1850, d. 1921)

 Walter Ewing Crum (b. 1865, d. 1944)

 Paul E. Kahle (b. 1875, d. 1964)

 Carl Heinrich Becker (b. 1876, d. 1933)

 Martin Sprengling (b. 1877, d. 1959) 

 Eugenio Griffini (b. 1878, d. 1925) 

 Cornelis van Arendonk (b. 1881, d. 1945) 

 Arthur Schaade (b. 1883, d. 1952)

 Louis Massignon (b. 1883, d. 1962)

 Gotthelf Bergsträsser (b. 1886, d. 1933)

 Hellmut Ritter (b. 1892, d. 1971)

 Fritz Lieb (b. 1892, d. 1970) 

 Johann Fück (b. 1894, d. 1974)

 Saʿīd Nafīsī (b. 1895, d. 1966)

 Bruno Snell (b. 1896, d. 1986) 

 Shelomo Dov Goitein (b. 1900, d. 1985) 

 Joseph Schacht (b. 1902, d. 1969) 

 Hans L. Gottschalk (b. 1904, d. 1981)

 Hans Wehr (b. 1909, d. 1981)

 Fritz Meier (b. 1912, d. 1998) 



Heinrich Kern 
(1825–1890)

Anges Kern née
Nothmann (1840-

1931)

Emil (1859-1867)
Therese* (1862-1942) 

[married in 1887 
Robert Zuckerkandl 

(1856-1926)]

Marie* (1865-1944) 
[married in 1894 
Rudolf Straubel 

(1864-1943)]

Friedrich (1874-
1921)

*Victims of the Holocoust
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Berlin
(1890s, 

1902-1921)

Jena

Cairo (1895-
96, 1898/99, 
1900, 1901, 
1902, 1906, 

1907

LausanneLeipzig

Budapest



Transoxania, homeland of Ḥanafism and Māturīdism

Abū Ḥanīfa (d. 767)

Abū Manṣūr al-Māturīdī
(d. 944)



Register of readers of Oriental 

manuscripts in the Berlin State Library 

(“Im Lesezimmer der Handschriften-

Abtheilung benutzte Berliner Mss. 

Orientalia”) [Ms. Berlin, Staatsbibliothek 

zu  Berlin–Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Hs. 

or. sim. 8948]



יהיה זכרו ברוך
قدس الله روحه ونور ضريحه



Johann Heinrich 
Strothmann (b. ca. 1831 

and still alive in 1902)

Maria Elisabeth Strothmann
(née Stapenhorst, b. 1843, 

d. 23 January 1884)

Heinrich Rudolph (b. 22 March 1869, d. ?)

Frederike Marie Caroline (b. 12 December 1870, d. 1935)

Heinrich Friedrich Wilhelm (b. 7 April 1873, d. 1942)

Heinrich Wilhelm Friedrich (b. 30 August 1874)

Marie Elise Lisette (b. 19 April 1876, d. 14 March 1960)

Heinrich Friedrich Rudolf (b. 4 September 1877, d.  15 May 1960)

Henriette Emilie (b. 25 March 1880, d. 26 November 1968)

Heinrich Friedrich Gustav (b. 8 July 1883, d. 7 February 1964)



From October 1907 until 1923, Strothmann filled the double post of a senior teacher 
and a deacon at the prestigious boarding school of Schulpforta in Saxony-Anhalt



Carl Brockelmann (1868-1956), most 
renowned for his “History of Arabic Literature”, 
spent his summer vacations in Warnemünde



COLLECTIONS OF YEMENI
MANUSCRIPTS (OUTSIDE OF
YEMEN)

 Eduard Glaser (b. 1855, d. 1908) (in 

Yemen 1882-84, 1885-86, 1887-88, 1892-94) 

[Berlin, London, Vienna)

 Giuseppe Caprotti (1862- 1919) [Munich, 

Milan, Vatican]

 Amīn al-Madanī (d. 1898) [Leiden, Berlin, 

New Haven, Princeton]



1908: 5–17 October 
1909: 7 July–5 August 
1910: 3–8 January; 20 July–3 August; 4–15 October
1910–11: 27 December–11 February
1911: 2–7 October
1912: 2–9 January; 14 March–19 April; 15 July–24 August
1914: 2 April–14 July
1917: 25 January–17 February
1919: 1–18 October
1922: 28 June–1 July
1923: 9–11 April; 20–22 August

Strothmann’s visits to the 
Berlin State Library, 1908–1923







Strothmann to Griffini, 
30 June 1923



Strothmann to Griffini, 29 June 1911



Hamburg after 
the RAF air 
attacks in July 
1943



Removing books and manuscripts of the Berlin State Library 
from Berlin to temporary shelter locations in 1943 and 1944

http://www.kulturstiftung.de/kulturelle-amnesie-2/



Travelling the Middle East

Thomas Cook’s World Ticket Office in Jerusalem [Hulton Archive/Getty Images]











Wladimir Ivanow (b. 1886, d. 1970)

Āghā Khān III, 
Sir Sulṭān Muḥammad Shāh 

(b. 1877, d. 1957)

Asaf A. A. Fyzee (b. 1899, d. 1981)



Review on Strothmann‘s 1952 edition of 
the K. al-Kashf, by B.L., Bulletin of the 
School of Oriental and African Studies 17 
(1955), p. 184



Strothmann‘s personal record book 
(“Kriegsstammrolle”) during World War I
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