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lIDfS REMOVED : VON Nl'lJMANN, JOHN - CORRESPONDAl'l::E
WITH PERGAMON PRESS

1) Publicity leaflets announcing publication of John Von
Neumann's Collected Ivorks, accompanying letter of
January 25th 1962, from Robert ~laxwell, publisher to
Director J.R. oppenheimer.

2) Copy of The Bucks Standard, October 10, 1959,
accompanying letter of October 15th 1959, from
I.R. ~e11 to Prof. Taub.

3) Publicity leaflet for Candidate ~el1,
accompanying letter of 15th October 1959, from
1. R. ~ell to Prof. Taub.

4) Specimen of J. Von Neumann Memorial Volumes,
Accompanying Trip Report June 10-14, 1959. to
Prof. Taub. (2 copies).
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PERGAMO PRESS LIMITED

,~;,:~~u?(C~~~~ PERGAPRESS.OXFORD

~t..Akne OX,-ORD 64881
MANAGING DIRECTOR'S ROOM

IRMf. VW 25th January 1962

Dr. J.R. Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Studies
Princeton

ell' Jersey
U.S ••L

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer,

The Collected:rorks of John Von Neumann - Vol. 3.

I have much pleasure in sending you, undlilI' 9!parate cover, a. copy of
this book which we are just publishing.

I ho e you will like the presentation of the subject and the
style and production of the book. I should be very pleased to hear
any comments you may have to make on it.

ours sincerely,

Robert l.axwell
Publisher.

P.S. I enclose some copies or the publicity leaflet for the volume.
Please let me knoll' if you would like an::! further copies to distribute.

E J. BUCKLEYC T CLARK

______________ DIRECTORS _

Capt I. R. MAXWELL. M.C (CHAIRMAN a. MANAGING)
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28 AUIU8t 1961

Dear I'l'r. I'l'UMlll.

'!'hank ;rou tor ;rour letter ot A .t 4
which I haft just ..en on return to Princeton.
I alii pleased with the price. ;you have propo..d.
With good wiahe.,

5inoerel;r,

Bobert Oppe' 1lIIer

!fr. I. Il. Maxwell
Perg on Pre.. L1m1ted
Headington Hill Hall

Oxford
England

c:!~
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PERGA~1O PRESS LIMITED

J~/"?"v,fi,~-:,/'/""~..v PERGAPRESS. OXFORO

._j'r/rfih~w,. OXf'ORD 64881 MANAGING OIRECTOR'S ROOM

4th A rust, lq61

Dr. Re ert 0 nenheimer,
Institute fnr Advance S
Princp t n :tiver i ~J t

Princ" "n, .J.

~dies,

:!lear • Oppenheimer,

Ia::I
o America,

reach OU.

o sorIJ' hat I wa u a
but I ~ore to be over

e ta "lee ou durin my l~st

ain in C'c ()bel' and wi11 try
~ip

o

P eaqe let me ow w "ther the prapo ed
attac ed copy lett..r to Profesqor Taub, ~

r'c", ~!l quo
"eable.

d in t..~e

Kinde t regards,

YOnTS 9incerely,

Ertcl.

E J BUCKLEYC T CLARK

DIRECTORS _

Capt I R MAXWELL, Me (CH41RIolAN I IIIAHAGING)
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347 Vista de la Playa
La Jolla, California
August 26, 1901

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Robert:

Just a brief note to tell you of our progress with our
friend Maxwell on the uestion of the price of the "Collecta".

Enclosed are copies of the correspondence between Maxwell
and Taub, and I thought that he had come through in a most satis­
factory way. Abe had spent most of the summer here so we had
written our answer to Maxwell together, and I believe you will
agree that what he offers is most acceptable. I do not believe I
ever thanked you for writing to him and, as you see, we got results.
I Just wanted to keep you informed and also to tell you that it
looks as if some of the volumes will be out soon.

I hope that you and Kitty have had a pleasant summer and
that your trip to South America has been both interesting, suocessful
and fun. With best greetings and best wishes from house to house,

Sincerely,

~.

Klari Eckart

Enclosures
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COpy

4th August, 1961

Professor A.H. Taub,
School of Science and Engineering
University of California
La Jolla, California

Dear Professor Taub:

Re: Establishment of the agreed pUblished price for the
Collected Works of John von Neumann and information
about the publication date of the first volume

I BIll pleased to inform you that Volume I, entitled "Logic Theory
of Sets and Quantum Mechanics", will be published in mid-September.
This volume contains approximately 668 pages.

In accordance with our agreement, the maxim1DD price 1s to be two
cents per page and I propose to announce a pre-publication price, valid
on all orders received to 1st January 1960, of $10.00. Thereafter the
price will be $14.00.

I hope Mrs. Eckart, Dr. Oppenheimer and yourself will be pleased
with this price and that you find it reasonable.

Kindest regards to Mrs. Eckart and Dr. Oppenheimer.

Yours sincerely,

1. R. Maxwell

cc: Mrs. Eckart
Dr. Oppenheimer
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COPY

August 9, 1961

Captain 1. R. Maxwell
Managing Director's ROOM
PergaMon Press Limited
Headington Hill Hall
Oxford, England

Dear Captain Maxwell:

We \/ere very pleased to learn froM your letter of August 4, 1961,
that volume I of the Collected Works of John von Neumann will be
published in Mid-SepteMber, 1961.

The proposed pre -publication price of $10.00 is very accept­
able to us. By setting such a reasonable price you will have
fulfilled our expectations in a very generous fashion.

We are somevhat puzzled by your letter's reference to "orders
received to 1st January 1960". Is it correct to assume that the
date should read January 1, 19627 If so, \/e accept the price of
$14.00 on orders received after the latter date, although this price
is slightly higber than the agreed upon tvo cents per page.

We hope that with the subsequent volumes you will continue the
practice of setting a pre-publication price at about 70 per cent of
the final price and that that price will be at tvo cents per page.

With very best regards,

Sincerely yours,

A. H. Taub

Mrs. C. Eckart

ART:bMd
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PERGAMO PRESS LIMITED

./rlrf'",,/d,r-.:c (/'U'V"..AJ PERGAPRESS. OXFORD

hkfth"l1~ OXf'ORD 64881 MANAGING DIRECTOR'S ROOM

Iffil./AVW 8th epte~ber 1961

Dr. J.R. Oppenheimpr
Institute for 'dvanced Studies
Princeton
New Jersey
U.S.A.

Dear Doctor Oppenheimer,

Herewith the first Volume of Johnnie's collected works for which
you, Kl Abe and others worked hard to get to this stage. I hope
that you are pleased with its get up. The other volumes should be
following shortly one after the other.

Kindest regards and beet wishes.

Yours sincerely,

E J BUCKLEYC T CLARK

______________ DIRECTORS _

Copt. I. R MAXWELL. Me (CHAIRMAN" MAN....GINO)
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2) J 1961

Teaterdq I had oeea_l.on to talk to 1'11. • and
a_Ud add ~ice that. ot Taub with prod to

pr1 of yon Colleet.a. '1'h1a I do. aince
-toT of the e which 1011 ertook to fix for 1;00

a QIIciai.... ractor 1n tiDe ieatl.on to TO •

With od lf18l1e_.

to nbe1 r

• .-ll
•• Ltd•

....,.>o.uu.toft Bill
OXford

1aDd

co. Kra. kart.
Dr. b
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY

URBANA, ILLINOIS

AprU 3, 1961

capt. r. 11. Maxwell
asL1JIIite4

1IeI1llli~)J1 Kill H&ll
Ox1brd,

'D1ank you f'Or your letter ot 29
tor the print ot ;ppron.te publ1 e4 price
tor th Collected Word. ot John von 11-=.

i explanation
1ch 1. too high

I IIhall 100 f'Orvard to rece1ving
you vUl baa the propo ottlcial price
you b.av1ng p •

1nf'Ox..t1on on vh1ch
ad... rtl1 Mteri

•
u you pro ly r have b reee v ng terial trca

rington and • Lowe. 11 _t.riel 11 ell tly 4one, and
I t to congratulate tJ",. tty. 11 terial tl
as -...,lJt:I.bl. a 11p .. c d expect to have or tact that you.
you 0 tion a iAterelted 1n the Collect rkl or John
vall N a public t10n ot 1lh1ch on. een be rou.d.

incerely your.,

:art
cc: • IClara Eell.a!'t

Dr. 11. u.r V
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~ -,"(.".~ PERGAP"U5.0XrORD

$&a.'~ OXP'QftO 64881

Ililf/PD

Protessor A.H.Taub,
Digital Computer Laboratory,
Urbana,
Illinois, U.S.A.

Dear Abe,

PERGAMON PRESS LIMITED

~X/t~
&~rL

MANAGING DIRECTOR·S ROOM

29th March, 1961

Rei i'he Collected Works of John von Neumann - Final
Published Price and the Publicising of the ;/ork

i'hs approxiaate price of $175.00 quoted in our catalogue was an
estimate made by a person in our Publicity Department based on
the information that the work will contain some 6,000 printed pages,
and he calculated at 2t cents a page (instead of the 2 cents maximua
agreed). We shall soon have sufficient accurate information on
costs and extent of the work to enable me to submit to you the
proposed official price.

We are also preparing advertisements to go in the scientific
press, and backsts and leaflets for the work, and shall send you the
proofs of them by about the third week in April.

I am sorry that the Publicity Department, being in haste
to cc.plete the catalogue, printed an approximate published price
far the work which is tco high.

Yours sincerely,

______________ DI ..~CTOR. _

C.pt I A MAXWELL, M C ICHAu"'''AN'' ............oINol C T CLARK [ J BUCKLEY
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY

URBANA, ILLINOIS

h 17, 1961

Cap1;a1n I. R. Maxwell
rpllOll Press L1a1t
ed1ncton R1l1 Hall

Qld'ord, 'Eng]and

Dear capt&1n II:

I vrit111& to expreas Btroll& obJect1on to t pr1c you
ve ounced f'or th Collected Works or John von Jlewazm, ly,

'AllPl'ClIt. $175.00 r set". I f'ound th1 announc nt on p. 13 or t
1 1 talog of' 1ent1f'1c anJ. Tecbn1cal Publications of' P r Pre...

I cou1d r th1B pr1c ch too h~ and that you have v10lat d
eA'1~,",!lllentB made prev100Bly both 1.0 the thad you hav used to make this
annoonc ~nt and 1.0 the pr1ce ;you have set.

I _ nclos1ng her th copy of' t agre nt you e v1th
t von Neumann .state and call your t nt10n 1.0 art cular to points
4 and 6 of' thi agr ent. In th nret of' these po1nte you praII1se to
settle the published pr1ce 1n consult tion v1th Dr. Oppenh 1JIIer
JAy elf'. In th econd you prall1se to sublll1t to e f'or pproval copy
f'or all Jackets and adverUs_ nt relat1ng to each of' th books. I
have not been consult d on e1th r of' th Be tter.

I also enclos1ng .. co y of' t Minutes of' et111& Cal-

cemins th von Collected Works held Beptem r 8, 1959. roo vere
unabl to att lid this t1Jlg but you wrote 1n a letter dat r ll,
1959 t t"I sa 1.0 f'ull lIt with t M1nut s 1n part1cul th point
raised in it_ f'our." A copy of' this lett r i8 al80 att hed.

cordance w1th po f'our th price t s t sh
be n annoonced t approx tely sixty dollars per set. Y hav
this by alma t f' or thr

I shall look torward to hearill& vhat steps;you 1ll take to
rect1f'y th situat10n.

Sl.oc rely yours,

A. H. Taub
Am':arf'
cc: Mrs. Eckart /

Dr. R. Oppenha1mer
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f1;t, ')1'4 .w'~. PERGAPRESS. NEW YORK

~-4"--.. PLAZA 3-9651

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Studies
Princeton
New Jersey

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer,

PERGAMON PRESS. INC.

-I,U CaJssd !/tJqJ
.A{". qu,,,, ,U, JI(&:

17 November 1959

John von Neumann Collected Works

Thank you for giving me of your time yesterday and
for giving me the result of your conversation with Dr. Darrow,
to whom I have written as per the attached copy letter.

It would help immensely in the speeding up of the
production of the Collected Works if you could arrani!leto send
me as complete a duplicate set of reprints of the John von Neumann
papers as your library may be able to let us have. In return
I undertake to supply the library with one complimentary bound set
of John von neumann's works and one complete set of reprints
bound in specially suitable binders to the specification of your
librarian.

Thank you in advance for your kind help in this
matter.

Yours sincerely,

ll/19/59

called Maxwell's office and left message
that our Library copy of the von Neumann
papers would be on their wlq, probably
by airmail this weekend, to their London
office.
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17 iber 1959

Dr. Jfar1 It. Darrow
Secrri.1l1"V
The l'byaical Society
Co1Ul1b1a li1i i ty

Y Yor 27 .Y.

Dr. Darrow,

otiticatian ot .eIibera ot iean l'byaical
ciety ot the avaU.ab1llty ot the Collected War

of Dr. Jobn von at a speCia11;y ced price

I lID4eratlIn4 trca Dr. Oppe ~ t he baa IIPOkeD
to ;you an toe above _tter au4 t.Ilat ;you are ot the op1ll1011 t
this IIB;y be l\.CCOlI\Pllabed b;y out a t'lyer or notice tosIe er
vith ;your dues notiti tion next 8e]~IIIbe:r

I _ vr1ting to you to be good to 8 . t
this req at to ;your council at ;your con mce, au4 tty prove
per you coul4 1et III! knav the date ch this n,er or notice
would be red. turaU;y before printing the notic I vould
submt it to Dr. Oppenhe1ller and to ;you tor ;your _ndwmt aDd
approvaJ..

'1'hank ;you in adY8l1Ce tor ;your kind e1p.

Yours sincerely,

I.R. Muwell

cc Dr. J. Robert Oppenbet.er
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY

URBANA, ILLINOIS

October 30, 1959

• Muntll

C8.1)tQ.1Jl III

a t.r1

Eckart Yill vri to 8001l to ettect
article Vb1ch apslea:L"84 1Jl the Taehn1.Cl

the col1_1te4 vorka.

1_

• trant1e-
at~. phot h

_:lJlIClri • • alBo
purpos_.

t1
lMtu.... or 1Jl t

04 U OIl JOur
thelse turtber. I

•
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a
1t 1a autt1c1eD

VOU14 001181

A. H.
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WJlI abOl.tt
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WESTERN UNION /DL-:~:'~ ,
TELEGRAM

Nl N1ihl l.m:cr

1201 IT=lnl~rnaiional
..... l~Hcr T dqram....

W. P. MARSHALL. P'1I ..Ult:l'lT "

The 611n2 lime ,hown In Ihe dale IInc on dom~1c lclerama ia STANDARD TIME a' point ofo~n TIme of recdpl: ia STANDARD TIME a' poinc of dannallon

ClASS Of SnVICE

This is a Cur: maaq~

unleu ia dJnnd char­
aClef Is Indicated by Ih~

proper ,ymbol.

PA220

P llE252 PD=1 EO VORl( IN 16 418PUE=

DR OPPE tJHE HI ER= 1959 OCT i~ PM 'I 57

[IIST/TUTE FOR ADVArCED STUDIES PRlllCETOi IIJER=

;!.1I\XI'IELL I'EP T LOlmO fl SE fJDS REGRET=

DE IS PERGA.10. PRES

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS 'ROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNINO ITS SlRVlC.
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October 12, 1959

Prof'eeaor ~

D181tal Callp.lter IeboratorJ
th1 1ty at nJ.1 u
Ul'b8IIa,Dlfoou

reI

Prot .or ,
OJ.P1t&1,n ~'U1Ir';lll baa juat called me by 1'. - tlant1c

teJc.er>I1OIle and aake me to let you Imov that he vUl do
everyth1 poe 1ble to be abl.e to 1'. with you on Satur ,
17 1959.

you Imov, he baa just t1m a d t 1'.
election gil vh1ch took a1looet all hi. 1'. and ner
during the lut • In the next tf!!tl he vUl try to

1'. 8 aDd put all tb1l:1g1t in in Xnndon which
he to neglect. vUl then, it poe8ible, ~ over to
be p Dt at yorr _aU •

With beat v1 8,

Yours siDe ly,

Ed1tor

Ick
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~ d& ~~nenar/
~o/ike?bJ !!l!. ~~u4 M.C.

Publisher at Pergamon Press
LONDON NEW YORK PARIS lOS ANGELES

... & S Fitzroy Square, London W.I

Euston .... ,rs
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PERGAllON PRESS LDlITED, 4 FITZROY S:l,UARE,

WBDOII 1f.1.

Prot. r A.. lI,
UD1~r lt7 t Illin 1.,
Diptal C wr L&1I ,
~1U""'~, III ia,

Prof...or u,

,

15 t Mr. 1959.

.... 7 a,

_I

•

I .. aor17 IIOt to 0 0 La Jolla • 17
to the treM up I .. to 40 ... a

Nnlt ot~ t of • oftioe f r lut t1~ or aill WHlta.
I hope. Iurnftr. to '" 1A t ta .a "tore ot thia th,

to" bl. to Ul. h bl_.

I the "d lIOat .tfioi.' of U •
-.all8Orip WOlll4" f~ 7 to t 1 Npat to _
at thia a, 1A the ordar 1A ~LQA pa ra aN to
appear 1A the ftrio a.

I look forward to _~ •

• • !okan,

t4I.. 11
• Op,pclItlaiJ..: • Dewa
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Dear llarit
,

letter 88_ to _ just right.
I hPw de one 1 ange. fraa tba
l1teral7 -taste point or n..".

Very aincerel7.

I •

~ra • J. von 'llUIIl&I'ln

Inat1tu tor AdVllIlQ d Stud;y
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRJrfCETOl'f, JlfEW JERSEY

ICHooL or KATIlDUTJCS

Dear Robert:

November 8, 1957

This is the letter to Maxwell that we talked
about. Please feel free to add, change or COITect
anything in it. I am afraid this is the best that
I could do. Thank you very much.
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T

Captain I. R. Maxwell
Pergamon Press, Inc.
122 East 55th Street
New York 22, New York

Dear Captain Maxwell:

r'

".,

First of all let me apologize for delaying my answer so long. I was quite ill

for about a month and since then have tried to straighten out a few questions which

I thought had better be done before I wrote to you.

I think your plan of bringing out in a reasonably short time tlnt part of

Johnny's work which has already been published in one form or another would be a

good and very IllUch appreciated service to the scientific cOl'llJllUDity. May I say here

that by 'short time' one would probably think of something like within two years.

Anything less than that I feel would impair the thoroughness of the job.

I also think that keeping the price at a reasonable level is a very important

aspect--you know what academic salaries are and of course we all know who the poten-

tial customers would be. I would very much appreciate it if at some time you could

give me sane rough estimate of what price range you had in mind.

I would also like to repeat the point that we have already discussed, and

where I find more and more agreement with Dr. cppenheimer' s and my point of view

from other interested people, i.e. that except for some introductory remarks by one

or two people at the most, the plan of having several people writing full articles

of evaluation or otherwise, should definitely be dropped. Please forgive me for

interfering in your business--I am only doing it because, apart from my own opinion,

several people whose judgments I would trust from the scientific taste oint

have talked to me about it in tl!lis sense.

Now I would like to t ell you about what has developed as far as finding a

chief editor fioom the scientific group is concerned. Shortly after Dr. Carl Eckart
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received your letter, he called me from La Jolla and essentially told me that he

could not undertake this job since he is working under great pressure on a book of

his own, but he indicated that he would be glad to be helpful in a more limited

capacity. Since tlEn, however, I think all of those who are interested in this

job, including myself, should consider ttemselves very lucky that the man ideally

suited for this job has definitely stated his Willingness to take it on. I am

referring to A. H. Taub, Research Professor of Mathematics at the University of

Illinois, Urbana, illinois. Professor Taub has been closely connected in tIE past

with various phases of Johnny's work, he has his degree in mathematics but has

worked a great deal in physics, and particularly in hydrodynamics which is a field

in physics to which Johnny contributed considerable amount of work, and actually

worked together with Taub on various papers and government projects. Later Taub

got interested in the computer field and is closely connected with one of the best

university co uter projects in the country, namely, the one at the University of

illinois in Urbana. In this sense he has also worked very cmsely with my husband

and is COmPletely familiar with all of Johnny's work in this and related fields,

including all the governmental work. Abe Taub is now a consultant at Los Alamos

and actually spent a large part of last summer looking over the various documents

and even finishing one unfinished work that Johnny had done for Los Alamos. As

you see from this description, he is probably the closest person that one could find

who is familiar with the many and varied interests that Johnny had and, therefore,

ideally suited to be the central figure in being helpful to you in organizaing a

collection of Johnny's works. I would like to add, that I have asked Dr. Oppenheimer,

Professor Montgomery and some of the other interested people around the Institute

and they all have agreed that, indeed, Taub would be very well suited for this job
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and, because of his wider knowledge of Johnny's work, probably preferable to Garl

Eckart. Besides, he at least is willing to do it. Taub also knows very well all

the people that should be consulted, if necessary, on one or another parts of

Johnny's work and therefore I think that the best procedure would be that, after I

have gone through all of Johnny's papers and collected all material that might be

needed, in a sense Taub would take over and then you would know who to turn to if

you needed any advice or help. Dr. ~penheimer agreed that the Institute should be

the essential clearing house where Johnny's papers would be kept, and the Institute

would like to.. assist in any other way that JRight seem necessary.

It would be very helpful that, whenever you are in this country, you would get

in touch with Professor Taub, Dr. Oppenheimer and myself. I am at the manent in

Princeton and will be here until around the 24th of November (care of Mrs. E. Gorman,

Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N.J.), or in the evening and until 11:00

a.m. at Princetcm 1-5586. Arter that I will be back in Washington (1526 32nd Street,

N.W., Washington 7, D.C.; telephooe DUpont 6-6556). I would also vary much appreciate

it if you could send me in due course a detailed outline of your plans in terDlS of

time, cost and proceedings, so I could have it for rrry own records and also clear it

with Marx Leva.

Hoping that these remarks may be of sCIIle he4> to you, and that I will see you

in the near future,

With kindest regards,

Klara von Neumann
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2 October 1957

Dear Ilar11

lfuwell assured _ that he would write
you. In the meantime, here are the notes of
II\Y oonve t1 n with him th1a ming.

I hope the bad kidney just goes awq.

lfre. J. von eumann
3636 16th street, ill
Washington. D. c•

,
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Telephone call 10/2/57 from RO to Captain Maxwell (vh notes)

RO: I have had some further conversations with Mrs. von Neumann; and y-esterday
had a chance to talk to ~ colleagues here in mathematics. First, I believe
every-one involved would be pleased if job done by y-ou. Second, I have a
few comments and anxieties, in part shared by- Mrs. von Neumann, and in part
by the mathematicians. I will mention them not in order of importance but
in random order.
1. Who editor? Do we know?

Max: I had ~self thought of asking Eugene Wigner. Have not met wi. th unanimous
satisfactory response. Can you think of anybody?

RO: No. Mrs. von Neumann's choice (man whom I respect and have high regard
for) is Carl Eckhart. Another suggestion, perhaps more competent in
mathematics, would be Kakutani.

Max: He is one of persons I am asking to join advisory- board.

RO: I would think some division of responsibility- between Eckhart and Kakutani
would be good. Kakutani good on pure mathematics; Eckhart good on applied.

Max: Where is Eckhart?

RO: Used to be in La Jolla. Was there not very- long ago.

Max: Both these would have your approval?
you the father and chairman of this.
this.

You will forgive me, but we consider
Don't know of any way to document

RO: Don't think we need worry about tllat. Next point: I tllink both Mrs. von
Neumann and the mathematicians here believe there should be a minimuln of
other writing. I can transmit to you that Bochner, mathematician at the
University, has written for the National Academy a scientific vita of von
Neumann. I do not know if suitable•••

Max: Have you seen it?

RO: No; have heard accounts.

Max: What is it called?

RO: It would be called "John von Neumann". That is the Academy-' s practice. I
don't know if suitable; would be scientificalJ.y respectable; perhaps a
little cold. Fourth point: I would feel this is entirely- your affair,
but the prospects of a good job coming out on August 1st pretty- grim.
After all, the peaceful uses of a tanic energy- not von Neumann's field. If
we were asked to choose bebooeen a y-ear's delay- and a sloppy job, we would
take the rear's delay.

Max: I accept that as deserved.

RO: We have been working two years on Einstein.

MaxI Sloppy on ~ part; I accept censure.
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R': Final point: Useful collecta
and few private individuals.
Do you have any notion?

if really ava1lable to institutional libraries
If costs too much will vsry much limit usefulness.

Max: !'ly idea about lolO.

RO: For the whole thing?

Max: Yes.

RD: miraculous ..

Max: •• this sst to be my contribution to this man..

RD: •• sure !'Irs. von Neumann will be very pleased. I myself delighted. If "e had
done it would have been much 1Il0re expensive.

!'lax: We will have two prices. Lower for private indiTiduals-around $15 - $20.

RD: I tIOuld be willing to pay $30, but $100 would begin to close the market.

Max: This venture not being done for that (basis?) .•

RO: I will then call Mrs. von Neumann. I promised to let her know; will simply
report to her what we have talked about. Believe she will be ••

!'lax: Can she be persuaded to be executive secretary'? Would like her to come at
end of year to London (twH'•• Ht»i.8'H••H.HH'8~i~

RD: I will tell her, and say I think helpful if she kept very close ••

Max: Just to be sure all is being dons ••

RD: Without being too complicated, will urge her to stay close to it.

amenities

Max: It will be done on basis that no one will have anything but highest praise
for it.
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UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY

ATOMIC WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISH M ENT

ALDERMASTON,

BERKSHIRE.

263/5/57 10th May, 1957

A Mr. C. M. Hutt of the Pergamon Press asked me
recently whether I would be willing to act as one of the
editors of a MeIIlorial VolUIIle to Johnny. He has now
written again saying that this Volume will ahnost certainly
be produced and has given me the namesof about a dozen
American scientists who will contribute. He repeats the
invitation to me to be a joint editor with you in order to
make the work international rather than American.

Much as I would appreciate the honour of being a
joint editor with you, and with such a distinguished list of
contributors, I feel that Johnny was so much an American,
and part of American Science, that it would be out of place
for me to corne in as an editor, although I would gladly
contribute one of the articles. It will not be easy to find
IIlany people in this country who were closely associated
with Johnny and who could write an attractive article. It
may well be that there are one or two contributors in other
countries who could =ake contributions and the general
effect would then be an international tribute. That we in
the UK should aSSUIIle such a share as a joint editor, seeIIlS
to me rather presumptuous.

This is the reason why I am declining this honour.
The work involved I would gladly have undertaken.

Professor J. R. Oppenheimer,
Institute for Advanced Studies,
Princeton University,
New Jersey, U.S.A.
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See last para. Maxwell letter:

do you intend to :trl: communicate with
Mr. Leva before end of April ????
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Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Studies
Princeton, New Jersey

MANAGING DIRECTORS ROOM

Karch 24, 1957

re: JOHN VON NEUMANN IrnlORIAL VOLULlE.
Physics, Applied Kathematics and Automata.

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Thank you for the opportunity you gave me to outline the plans of what
has come to be known as the "Los Alamos Publication Project" in honor of Dr.
von Neumann.

I was so glad to note that you wholeheartedly welcome these plans and
that you regard this project as wholly consistent with the Institute's pub­
lication of COLLECTA, which will include the pure mathematics and may also
include some of the contributions published in this volume.

Krs. von Neumann suggested that I seek your advice on this matter since
she felt that as a result of her recent discussions at Princeton, it might be
appropriate to divide the publication of Dr. von Neumann's works in two parts:
(a) Pure Kathematics, (b) Physics, Applied Mathematics, and Automata.

I also wish to thank you for joining the Honorary Editorial Advisory
Board and for suggesting that we invite Dr. Deane Kontgomery and Dr. Kurt
Gordel, as well as Dr. J. Charney, Dr. C.E. Shannon, and Dr. K. Rasddy.

At present, the plan is to publish the work by October 1, 1958 and to
restrict it to material which Dr. von Neumann originally published in the
various scientific journals and ABC reports, some of which it is hoped may
be declassified under proper procedures for publication. In addition, it is
planned that the editors shall commission individual memorial articles on such
subjects as they may think appropriate, which articles will be published with
the work. The editors, when commissioning these articles, might give the fol­
lowing editorial direction:

a. The contributor should try to put Dr. von Neumann's contribution
on the particular subject of the article in its proper historical
and scientific perspective.

H A SIEPMAN CHAIRMAN

DIRECTORS

Copt I R MAXWELL tolAN ....CINC • Dr P ROSBAUD . C T CLARK
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Page Two

b. The writer should give a "vista" on the science or technology
in question by Slllllllling up the state of tlle art at the time of
writing.

c. The writer should, where useful, point out the different schools
and ideas that exist on the subject at present.

The following are the gentlemen who have been invited and have accepted
to serve on the Honorary Editorial Advisory Board:

Hugh L. Dryden
H.M. Goldstine
Kurt Gordel
W.F. Libby
Nicholas Mitropolis
Deane Montgomery

J. Robert Oppenheimer
A.H. Taub
Edward Teller
L.R. Thomas
S. Ulam
Theodore von Karman

In addition, the following gentlemen have been invited to become
members of the Honorary Editorial Advisory Board:

H. Bethe
N. Bradbury
J. Charney
R. Courant
Lee A. DuBridge
Oskar Morgenstern

E.O. Lawrence
1.1. Rabi
Dr. Rasddy
C.E. Shannon
L. Strauss
E. Wigner

The duties of tlle members of the Honorary Editorial Advisory Board will
be as follows:

1. To select a board of three or four executive editors whose duty
it will be to recommend to Mrs. von Neumann and the members of
the Honorary Editorial Advisory Board the final form the publi­
cation should take.

2. To be available for advice by correspondence to the executive
editors on matters affecting the publication.

DIRECTORS

H A SIEPMAN CHAIRMAN Copt I R MAXWELL ...... N ...CING j D,. P ROSBAUD C T CLARK
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Page Three

]. To contribute personally to the work if, in the opinion of the
executive editors, this would be appropriate and time permitting.

I confirm that Pergamon Press is undertaking this task at its own risk
and expense, and that we do not intend to make a profit from this project.
In the unlikely event that there should be a profit, such profit will be
given to the administrator of Dr. von Neumann's estate to be used as the ad­
ministrator sees fit.

I also confirm that Princeton University Press or anybody else designated
by 1lrS. von Neumann will have the right to re-publish any or all of the mate­
rial which may be published in this memorial volume. Subject to the approval
of IIrs. von Neumann and the executive editors, we propose to offer the distri­
bution of the work in the United States in the first instance to Princeton
University Press, or the McGraw Hill Book Company.

I shall be talking to Professor Wigner in Leiden next week and hope to
obtain his agreement to be one of the executive editors of the volume. I plan
to be back in this country in the last week of April, when I intend to take up
the question of these plans formally with Mr. Marks Leva, legal counsel to
Dr. von Neumann's estate, and I hope that by then you will have talked with
him and that the project may be permitted to go forward with full speed.

Yours sincerely,

IRIf:ah

DIRECTORS

HAS I E PM A N CHAIR .. ,.", Capt I R MAXWELL "'''~AGING • Dr' P ROSBAUD C T CLARK
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L4 JI 1957

,

Deer ru..s Vakelingl

'l'bank you tor your letter ot
!'larch h • e t.h inlc1 ng of
bringing out a ael eta or collecta
or John nels rial, as a
_rial Vo1Ul118, rather than •

ilatio or other op1ll l s PlIP
I II i.l1'tll,y be 1 to th S1r
EdIlIard AppletDn about our p.L.l1ZUI

once they baTe a Ie to. l1tt1.B
greater clAriV .

Very sin l,y,

Bobert 0. penhe:lmer

russ atzic1a • Wekellng
hl ishi ng !fanager

Per on Press Inc.
122 East 55th Street.
!l Yark 22, _ York

•
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Pergamon Press Inc.
122 EAST 55th STREET

NEW YORK 22, N. Y.
Telephone: PLan 3·8580

Cables: PERGAPRESS New York

4t.lt March 1957

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N.J.

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer,

In viell of the very untimely death of Dr. von Neumann
we are 1I0ndering lIhether you 1I0uld think it proper for us to
bring out a memorial volume to this very great scientist and
gentleman.

I have discussed this possible project with Sir Edward
Appleton and he is anxious that I should let you knOll that he
is in favour of such an idea. He also expressed the lIish
that you 1I0uld be the editor of such a volume and perhaps
lay d01lll its scope, aims and contributors.

We at Pergamon very much hope that you will find it
possible to spare the time to edit such a volume, and I am
1I0ndering if I might perhaps come d01lll to Princeton one day
fairly soon and discuss this matter with you.

I Inok forward to hearing from you,

and remain,

Yours very truly,

Patricia R. Wakeling
Publishing Manager.
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5 March 1957

Dear Mi s Wakelingl

Thank you for your letter of
4 !'larch which has arri~ in Dr.
Oppenheimer's abse ceo We shall
hold it for his attention upon his
return to Princeton.

Very~ yours,

Velma 1. Mumper
Of1'1ce of the Director

l'fiss Patricia R. Wakellng
Publishing "ansgar
Pe n Press Inc.
122 East 55th Street
Ifew York 22, ew York

•
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