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Prot 101' 0..a14 Veblen 
!8 :sa.t tie Jload 
Prinooton. If. 3. 

lly doer Pfo11t11lr feblcmt 

. . 

j..\ 

D_be" 30. 193;1 

I ,ea4)'011 herewith Dr, V~ 11eel • 

,N! 'q o11eck t ol' the month ot Do . U' 1933 SlId 

a duplicate ot tbe deposlt 81ip lent to the Princeton 

l\Iulk I/oDIl. 'l'ruat ConpW t~. Tou. -111 note that 

the Bllp lnt.\loat .. yoU!' ea1a17 tor the nth ot 

Deo lIer 1... •. which bM \leen tq ed to t~ 

feaohe*J IntU1'8DOe aDd .!,mm1t, ,u1OO!aUDD ot 

Ve'f1l tl'l1lJ' youn. 

ESTHrR 
. '" S. SAlLEy -

Alll ~t Store\wr.r 
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DtparllM,1J Df 

MATHEMATICS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Flemer 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr. 1'1 axner : 

December 24, 1932. 

I showed your letter to Letschet. and I think he 
understanci!the mole a1tuation yery well. Like every­
one else here, he teels that the solution worked out is a 
yery @Pod one. He i8 already quite active on the pro-
blem ot the new arrangement in the Department. 

My wite joins me in cordial Christmas gl"eetings to 
you and Jars. P'le:mer. We expect to be away trom Princeton -
until next hiday with the exception ot a short visit here 
on Monday. 

Yours sincerely, 

o~t/A, 
OV/AP 
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De r Prot ... or "eblent 

I feel tr •• t 'ILt1araotlon in wh we aao~ll.h d yenerda7 
~ . 

and sanuin. gratitude to you and to JlIIan IlJeJlhart. t the __ ti_. 
DOth1nr: oould ooeed Jlf!f desire that Protel'Ol' lAfsch41 • Ihould lIeri" 

ILl muoh • tl81' etien t. the arrall{;. • arriTed .t el the r.et at UI. -

'0 I Y&Dt you to II8ke cleu to hb - ,how hb thh letter it YOIl plau.)1 

1.) that.1I bettrMIl him and enu' r. I hfO" no 0"01. ... Ind.ed • 

I oould DOt ha" • for I Ul too deeply It;norant at the whol •• ubj.ot to 

appreoiate .lther m . ~ 

2.) That the cond,ierflti whio}J I h d to bear in mlJid W.I the 

ilIIportllno. ot s-ttIIll1 togeth 1\ group. all the JnPiIen ot wbloh would 

Dot grow old at the 8 • '.lIne. 'I the matter now ItM"I. you anrl Einlt.in 

ere in the earl)' 50", Wayl in the middle 4O'e. ' l exen<ler in the _rly 

40" - 10 that ... ha" protected OIlr .. 1TiIS again It my luoh t ate al bet.ll 

the d.,oon'. ODe bar •• Ih y, whioh, .1 you reaamb.r. t.ll to pieael all . t 

ClIO. without Ihow11lt; r,ny aips ot "_1 dllr1ng one hundred yearl. 

3.) In or~.r that Professor Letscheta d Profeslor 

11187 appreoiate !'uny the 8pIr~t in w.hioh I - haW aotea. Jr. ha."e sUply 

oreated for Professor Alexander at his own wish and insistence another 

-""1 
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"tin." professorship with the eama remuneration ~ dignity. 

Plea •• make Letschete. 'as well BS the other members of 

the Prinoeton et&tt. underetand that funot lonally the two groupe 

belong to one RMther fUrl that .. 11 8h~1l all pull tOGether in the 

ammo boet,wlth you a8 ooxswain. 

Tell Le1'aohetl, plene, th t 11' I had hlld t:l.me. I ehould 

h ve had lUI illterview with hlJn in persOll but I .... aII bcnmd 0 g.t 

h_ by diDZler ti. end juut suac •• dea in so- ,., o1ng. 

Wi th aU good wishes. 

Profe .. ol' 081Jald Veblen 
Department of Koth tics 
rrinoeton Uniyeraity 
Prinooton, New Jeraey 

n/D 

ds ttl 

Sinoerely YOUTS, 

A1!fMHAM flEXNEI! 

I 
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Profe.sor Oawald Veblen 
58 Battle Road 
Princeton, !lew J al!lr 

Uy dear Prote.,or Vebl 

Deoder :no 1932 

I .endiJll; yau. herewith the 

InstItute' . ~-k tor 3. 50 to cover Dr. Vbitn~' . 

upenIIO. at the sau Clull on hi. recent vi.it 

to Prinooton at the 1nv1t t1an of the lnnUtu e. 

Vory truly yours, 

ESTHER S. BM-EY 

A8818tant Secretary 
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Dtparlmtlft 0/ 
MATHEMATICS 

( 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham rlexner 
100 East ~2nd Street 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. :rlexner: 

December 19, 1932. 

I enclose hereWi th a rather curious letter trom Dr. 
Whitney, together w1th my reply. I was tempted at first to 
make some conment on 1II1at seems to me the anything but ad-
mirable behavior ot t he Harvard people . On second thought, 
however, I decided to make no conment ot any sort . 

I hope t hat you will have a cheek tor Wh1 tney' s ex-
penses sent to him. He has put nothing in tor meals . I 
don't know how cheaply he did this pert ot the trip but I 
should imsg1l1e that he must have spent $5 . on meals in MY 
case. It cost me $3 . 50 to lodge him over n1ght at the 
Nassau Club. 

Youre si ncar ely , 

OV/AF 
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Dear Pro~eeBor V Ion. 

our livery letter r e ohe II1II at my 

home. _eoD ilo , I have hoen oa lle to Waehington f or a ocnference 

with tho St ate "'ep or tment r espeoting our f oreie;n appointees . It is 

p robcble t hat I "hall have t o be in Wrshingtan on »onday • . That wil l 

mesn t hat ny-trip t o h1nootan will have t o be oet-poned a nay or tl 'o. 

I sha I co:nnuniorte n th ~·..,u a BOon s t e Metter is 01. ' r . 

I have adopted the c ' oge sugrested in t e memor .n~um. 

(As to .>rofellBor eyl'" 8sistent , I inclined to 

let the otter ririe until e hrvs a chlnce t o tolk lt him. 

I r "t er feer t h t if we dlnit Dr. Rasb , r emi ttiog 

tuition, we snaIl fin ourselves est.b11o~ing prec&~ent to t he ~is-

adv~nt~ge of Prinoeton. My ino ' inr,tion i s to leave it entiroly to you 
, 

"nd to YOl>r ssooiat es a t o wh thor you wieh to admit him or not, an' 

t r en lo t him oome on e regular basis, unless he i s of suoh outst nding 

ability - whioh rlooe not tlt)pe~r to be tho OilS. - 8 8 t o mnlce him ';orth 

our while t o _Ice every possible effort to aBOure him. 

\ 
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Professor Oswald Veblen Deoember 17, 1932 

I shall omit from t he letter to Weyl the r ferenoe to . 

saorifioe, though I 0 think that in leaving 03ttingen he End his 

f amily pre eaorifloin& a good ~e 1. +he other hr.nd , I hope 111 

will turn out t t t fly will b. guini ng ll\OTt> thon they lose. 

P~ofee80r 0 '~Veb en 
Dep r tment of V~ther tios 
Pr inoeton ;~ or i t 
Pr inoeton, , w J ersey 

• 

SinoeTely yOUT~ . 

ABRAHAM FLEX~jfJl 

'I 

• 
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D~artl1Unl of 

MATHEMATICS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
( 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

December la, 1932. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

Your special delivery letter inclosing the correspoPdence 
Wi th Weyl end COlll"ant reached me about a half' hour or so ago. I 
shell try to send you a re8pCllse at once so as to avoid any un­
necessary delay. 

I wonder whether it would n ot be well to modiry the fir st 
sentence in the incloeure from our announcement so as to read as 
follows: 

/ "Instruction will be ~d either by individual contact 
wi th "1tar etuden ts ~ by ..sem1nar~ ~ claRa of lectlll"es or by other 
methods. Each ~rofessor will~e free to follow the method which 
~ prefers and to vary it from year to year". 

The first sentence is copied from your letter to Weyl and I th1n.lc 
i8 preferable in that it leaves the whole statement more elastic. 
The orit;1nel. form WbS probably unduly influenced, I think, by my 
own choice of methode. 

The t;Bneral question which Weyl has raised has a bearint; 
on the problem a~whom to admit as students in the Institute. My 
own inclination is to admit competent men rather freely without 
any cOllBDitmant as to whether they will work with a particular mElll-
ber of the staff. This would admit them to our group. At the 
least, they wo uld be members" Weyl ' s and my aud! ence. At the moe t, 
they w~ld establish personal relations with one of us. I feel 
that we would find better material for our more intimate work if we 
had a reserToir of this sort. It looks now as if there would be 
a lart;e enout;h /!:l'Oup of men wishing to come and sufficiently ccmpe­
tent to constitute a satisfactory resevoir. 

'01' sxample, there is Dr. Raab, whom you asked me to inquire 
about. Bliss writes: 

"A. w. R~b is a men who has just taken hie Ph. D. degree With 
us. He is a determined ra thar than a brillian t student. We had 
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Dr. Flamer 2. 

not expected mueh trom him in the way ot research but he was per­
sistent and came throutP with a @,;ood thesis. I cruld not re­
commend him strongly tor 8 National Research Feilowship or tor a 
teilowship in the Institute." 

On this basis I should admit him as a student in the In­
stitute with remition ot tuition charges but not with a teilowship. 

~ I 

Returning to your letter to Weyl, would it perhaps be well 
to say explicitly that he is tree to reconnnend an assistant whose 
tunc tion would be primarily to help him over language d1t'ticul ti es 
and the like and also an assistant or associate whom he regards as 
a very promising man in Algebra. 

I wonder whether it is 1I1se to admit that he is making a 
great sacritice. I think he will come actually because he expects 
the gains to out-weigh the losses. 

I havs tried to tind details in your letter to criticize. 
Actually I think the letter is sdmirable as it stands. Hoping 
that this will bring the Weyl negotiations to an end, 

ov/Al!' 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



etlbar 14, 1932 

Dear Profe880r Y len: 

I have .1't1St bad the enclosed. le~tero ft'cl:I 

&11 and Cour nt. I mil rmbI:li tUng rr an era to 

you before fonruld1n,g them. 111 10u plea. read 

IUg:eaU t t tbq 

seem to you 0 nKlU1re1 

With 1 &Oou 'iT~shtl!S . 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Fine Ball 
Princeton UniY r6ity 
~rinceto • Jergey 

ABRAHAM FlEXNFR 
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D tjJarltn",/ of 

MAT HEMATI CS 

/ 

• .dNCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRI NCETO N NEW J ERSEY 

Dr. A.braham J.l'le:mer 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York Cit7. 

Dear Dr. J.I'lexner: 

December 13, 1932. 

I encloee herewith a tormal letter ot acceptance. It 
had not occurred to me that you would want one because I haTe 
neTer giTen one bet ore • HoweTer, I did not tind it a heaTy 
undertakinl!;. 

I looked up two papers b7 Mr. Bardeen. Without hsnllg 
studied them I judge trom the type ot problem attacked and from 
the !!;8neral appearance that he woulli wan t one year more ot grad-
uate study betore attaining the Ph. D. degree. I should think 
tha t there is a tair chance that he is a good student. 

Perhaps th e best answer to make would be to encourage him 
to came to Princeton as a graduate student aDd candidate tor the 
Ph. D. degree. The case seems to me Ter7 much l ike the case ot 
Mr. Bleiak. It might be a @Pod plan to giTe a small amount ot 
financial help, pronded the student can not get this trom the 
UniTers1t7. It is not unlikely that men ot this type mig!lt get 
sOlllllth1l1g tran either Weyl or myself. There are great advantages, 
however, in haTing a Ph. D. degree end a regular place in the 
academia hierarah7. 

Yours sincere17, 

()~t/A 

OV/AF 
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DtparlmtllJ of 

MATHHMATICS 

I .. uNCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham 1I'1exner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr. 1I'1exner: 

Decembar 13, 1932. 

This is to a1~ity my formal acceptance of a Professorship 
of Mathematics in the Institute for AdTanced study on the terms 
laid down in your letter of December 1st. 

Yours sincerely, 

O~fA 

OV/AF 
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DeCIll!lOel' 13, 1932 

tlu.r Profe .. or \febl f 

Un:for leen co dttto 

Princ to todq. •• 1 tbotlgbt tbi~ over at I'l eN 1. % 

te QU lJUh • 

t1 14, the mat Ucal gra • and any other boMe concerned. 

Perhape %. p metUtoUl to the point of aqueatli.tIiln ''It, bllt Juat 

because our relations with Princeton 1/111 be 0 tnt te, neh 

to give no one the lIl1gbtnt gmund for cdU.c! I I1;)t 

reluctant to act - qui te the contrary. I 1II'.I.l'lt to t. 1111t I 110 d 

not or the lI'o.H heve a:tJ¥ otte .... oc1ated with Pringet feel that 

we ~ b n inconsiderate or unm1ndtul. of the Cl'eat ld dnee. d 

courtesy which Prlncaton hal ahown 111 . 

Pro es or O.-aid Veblen 
e lIa11 

Princeton UnlYe~lty 
Prine ~n. Jf. J. 

Alway- 8incerely. 

ABRAHAM FLEXNI." 
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Deoember 12. 1972 

Desr Profes80r Veblen, 

I em enolosing e lett I' from Dr . C.R. 

Bnrileen. an rble Johns Honlcins man who has ore ted the present 

odio 1 Sohool of the UniverBity of isoonsin. I shall bo in-

terested to learn ~hat you regerd SB the wisest oourse for tie 

san to PUl'suo • 

.?S. I reoeived your Spect 1 Del1ve~y letter Saturd y ev-.n1ng. 
I shBll \,i re you i1' my pl!l.!l8 or vid tin~ Prinoeton tomorrmv o"~nge. 

enn ,- ile. it occura to me that 1'8. B ilay mailed you a letter re­
grrding your Ft))ointrnent wI-ioll , s f r aa I kno". : 'ou h va not 
for!llI 'ly eooento~ . I wish you \ nuld do this in or"er to keep the 
reoord ole~r . 

Professor Osw.ld Veblen 
'rincet<ll University 
Prinoeton, Wow Jersey 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



t .JNCETON UNI~ERSITY 
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
150 East 72nd street 
New Yti"k City . 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

December 10 , 1932 . 

I have ne engagements Tuesday evening er Wednesday 
except my regular enes with m SemInar and the Mathematics 
Club . Eisenhart is in New Haver this '/leek-end but his 
secretary tells me that she expects him te be here en Tues-
day and ,ednesday. I will send yeu a telegram in case he 
is net te be here . I will be very glad te see y.u and talk 
t'urtheT abeut eur plans . 

TIhitney is I!jting te be here this at'tern .. n . 

Yeurs sincerely , 

OV/A? 
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Dear frateaaor Vebl 

Ila.rJy tlu.:ll::. :tor YOllt'lt of tee e1&hth 
r e".-;lrd1!lg t.ba r est&te tters. 

I lave given a deal of th~t to 
our couve tiona ot last weak. I:1' it is qlute co:r;. 
venient 0 yo11 d the other mathaat1c1au4 w~ I 

wish to sell. I propose to)>> tj 1>TI.r.eet:>n 
on 't'l.e~ fIV lng. lIO ttl have a talk wi tb 
7011 and thea 'fedMaday ndng (Dece:A1Jer 14J. 1'l'OP 

e a 11)) • 1 t IH '-1!QIr • the:!" thls i. teaai!lle. 

Prc.tes or Qp ld Veblen 
1'epartment of ",th_tic 
rril:.ceton 'varsity 
rine ton. • J . 

~ . 
• 
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D.p ....... ,.! 
MA THBM.A. TICS 

. " • .JNCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Fl exn.er 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Fl exIle r : 

December 8 , 1932. 

Yesterday I had a visit from two of the children of 
Mrs . t.!arquand , a son and a daughter, Mrs . Forsyth . The 
latter was, I believe , a classmate of your daughter ' s at 
Bryn Mawr . They wanted to discuss the inquiry which I 
had made of Mr . Mather of the possibility of their sell ing 
the place 1Ihich you and I looked at the other day; to the 
Instituts . I told them ths situation as well as I could I 
la ing some emphasis on the probability that you will mOTe 
slowly . They said that their mother is still too ill to 
consider the matter but they evidently thought there was a 
possibility tha t she mi~t sell. I gave them your address 
and that of Mr . Maass and my understanding is that they will write 
to you . 

I asked what they knew about Mrs . Pyne's place . They 
seemed to think that none of her heirs would be liksl y to want 
to keep it up so that sooner or latter it was like ly to be on 
the market. It seems to me that it might be worth while to 
make an i nquiry from the trustees who manage her estate for 
her. The Pyne place , you w111 remember , adjoins the Marquand 
ooe and is much larger . 

I would imsgl. oe that ei thsr of these pieces of land 
would be more expensi Te than 8CJ.y of the others tha t haTe been 
considered . 

Yours sine erely , 

OV/AF 
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, Deollllib 7, 1932 

Dear Protess~r '.bl eIll 

v1s1t ~~u at Princeton at the etpeUlt 

of the Inott. tute a:nel s ild me a III l'ilnJ,lr.zm ot the am:lUllt involnd. 

lly all meana &Ilk tnay 

I bad a glor1CJW1 t1m 1n Prl.nceton lut '" , and 1 sball l'epeat 

r ~ture. 

ne tornado about :tlnetein I te11:'1b1J' f'W'- tor IIf'I 17bod¥ except 

lire . lIaUI)'. '!/lUI kept at the te1ep Illt fr lUll.. . til almost midn1ght . 

I myl8lf talked to JIIOOO~". There was ten'lfic cbagr1n her IIIIIQIlg lenBi'bl e 

peopl e. Stinson ban bellll ~ ere\!. With telf1nl'lllln , for I have hP.ard 

b1 no l!lIJIUllI all . Bowever, "all's ".11 t t ana. ... ellft • 

I bo e tbat ur gUmp •• ot the Q theatrical worUn wl11 not m&Il\:It 

actor s.Jl,8t8lld of • ma belDatlo1an of yo 

R !III er e wal'lll11 to your 1ftre, Nld bel1.ve me 

Prot •• or Oll'tl'ald Veb1 
:rin Ban 
Princeton Unlveralty 
PT'inoeton, lin Jereey 

DIESB 

])Yet' dncere1y, 
J 
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Charge to the account o!---;:n~IS;;-;T;;-:;I;;;'t;:;:O;;;'l' If(D=!R=-:.AJJV= Al'f-:-:-::-;EIID= - S=.=I'O=lJ=y,--------11. -- $,- ---

1. .~ 

WEST'ERN t", I ~'" om 

1" .. ,=« 
I N'.~~!. t LETTER UNION' I-N'G~:m:R I WEEL~ 'rNE~ 

~~~~.~:"? 
H~COM. CARLTON. ""a .ICIINT 

Send th.joUouJing mU$a8C • ... bi'" '" the tum. on bocJ, hu .. j. whkh are huebg agreed '" 

• 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Fine Hal l i 
Pr inceton Univer sit y 
pri nceton, New J er sey 

J . C . WILLIEVJE:R, "'''. T VI~ Il,""I[.I_NT 

Dec~ber 5, 1932 

CHECK 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

T IME. FILED 

Tisdale writeo me thBt he bas awarded Jes oen a f ellowship 

t o work "i th you next year alllO thnt he expects t o send us a r egular BlJpply 

of fellows Gr eatl y enjoyed qy st6¥ in Princeton Greotinge t o r s Vebl en 

Abraham Flexm:r 

WESTERN UNION GDl ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE. 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. braham 11'1 axnar 
100 East 42nd street 
New York City . 

Dear Dr . F'laxner : 

December 5. 1932. 

Many thanks for the telegram which came this morning 
tellin me of the award of a fellowship to Jessen. I think 
he ill be a distinct addition to our group . I expect that 
he will actually beve more to do with Alexander and Le!'schetz 
than with me but that of course makes no difference. 

He has a wit'e whom Bohr says is also very :lice. 

In thinklhg further about 1'Ih1 tney , it Beans to me that 
I could manage the affair better by havin _ him come to see me 
in Princeton and talk Wr the re hei), Would it be in order for 
me to i~ite him down f or that purpose at the expense of the 
Ins titute? 

I em going to dictate a letter to Profes sor Simmons and 
enclose a copy of' it for you. 

My wife and I enjoyed seeing yoo. and Mrs . Flexner again 
very much, end also the little glieps'; of thEY theatrical world . 
I hope that you will repeat the vi sit ' very soon . 

Yours sincereo~ ;/A 

~ In # '1. ~ J.-.- ~) ;tC, 
c, tlR,J ~ ~ ~ -;:..' 7. ", J J<.. J.,... -

OV/AF 

;... B.. .t· ... JWtL- J t.J ~ t ~leo- J.~~ 
e,.., ... " t f,- - -.L.I-:5 ~ ~. d. Y. 

~-----------------------

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Protessor H. A. Simmons 
Horthwestern UniYersit7 
College at Liberal &rte 
EYanaton, Illinois. 

Dear Professor SiIIIIIollll: 

Decllllblll" f5, 1932. 

I mould be very pleased to haYe you speDd your 
sabbatioal halt year in Prinoeton. I am g1 YinS a Semillllr 
on Advanoed D1tterential Geometry wllioh I think would be 
BOl:IIIwbat r.leyant to your Une ot work . Tber~ Will also 
be oourses ot 1ecturea by Etsmbart II1d T. Y. TboIl8. which 
JII8Y be hel tul. 

The )lath_tice De rtment ot the nell Institute tor 
Advanced Shdy 1a (Jlina to be houe.d in :r1DB Hall tor the 
preslI1t. We w11l have the use ot the Prilllleton_thematics 
library and all other tacHttte.. As yet, the working toroe 
ot the Institute cmslata at m;y alla18taot. :r. L. Vandlll"al1ce, 
and IIIYselt . Protessor tinateln d01l1l not begin nntU next 
October. It 1s oBatb1e, beweYllr, that there Will be ODe 

other protessor oanll ha rll t'rolB abroad betore 111. lind at this 
academl0 year. " 

Ywra slnoerely, 

ov/u 
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PRINCET ON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW jllRSEY 

December 2, 1932. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

Mr. Seidel 18 regarded by the people at Harvard as 
being @Pod enough scientifically to be a candidate for a 
permanent position on their staff. He did his greduate 
wark at Harvard, then spent a year abroad working With 
Caratheodory and then another year at Harvard as a National 
Research Fellow. I think he is now an instruator at 
Harvard . He is in a group of three or four young men 
when they regard as unusually good but not <l.uite as good 
as Wh1 tney. I had been intending to study his case when 
the 1ihitney case was out of the way . His field of work is 
quite foreign to me . It strikes me as rather narrow but as 
a @Pod starting point from which to broadsn out provided he 
is capable of it . Morse's observation of him 1I8.S not vsry 
encouraging as to the likelihood of his broadening out . 

I judge tha t there is no need of returning Seidel's 
paper to him for a few weeks yet. So if you don' t mi~' , I 
will just keep it for reference . 

The other letter raises a <l.ueation which you spoke or 
yesterday, but did not exhaust, I think. At presant it seems 
to me that your idea of giving a few fellowships ~pprai1mate~y 
e<l.uivalent to the National Research l!'ellCJllships ls a @Pod one . 
Do you propose to put something about that in vOur announcement? 
I should think that we would want a couple of years of experience 
before arriVing at any very definite policy. 

I Will try to get this into your hands before noon so 
that we can talk ftn"ther about these questions in case you so 
desire, this afternoon. 

Yours sincerely, 

O/J--d~ 
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Deo r 1, 19~2 

De Pro~eaa r Veb1on: 

I III 1tln~ you n II I houl itten you 1 diate1y 

tter the Boar II1II >tin , but 1 I11III1 h ae I lc!_ you lin I un retoo e oh 

oth<'r n' .. the IIl1n :te. of' the Boar aat forth the arr ng ent. b • 

UB, no haria baa been one by the ~elay. I o·n D .tnte formally he 

t 11111 lrlr.G lch you .ere oho.en Prc:L lIIor of • th tlos, a1V' 

That your a~noln ent begin 8.pteSber 1, 19~2, 

That "our aalary be fixe<'l at 15.000 a year. of' ioh 
you .. ere to oo.tribute 5" IIIOIIthly to th~ Twaohera Insur noe 
an nnuity IIsooiation or rioa, the Inetitu'e oontributing 
an eq 1 IIID, 

That, unl ... tho te1'lll or apnoin ent 111 prolon ad by mutual 
oonaent, you retire at the e". of' 85 an n al101 anoa of tI , 00 

r 1Il11lIII, art of whioh will b " aB b:r the 'rolaoh ra In3uranoe 
ani ArmUity noolatlon of rioa, tile ra.t to be _o3e up b:r 
the Inatltu e, 
Tn t, if' your if'e,Eli.ab h • 

you, ahe 11 reoaive uring her 
a year. 

. Rioher 80n Veblen, .urvt.e, 
WidClWhood _ !) nsien or 5,000 

To the oroco1ng t rrn. _~0"te1 by t."e Board I _y _1d th t I 

am no negotiating with the T aohera Insurance &D J~ ity All ooiation to tho 

end th t, in 80 f·r e8 yo'r retiring .11~oe an 'our ·it'e'. p sion depen 

U1011 the Bo rd. they ill be wovereil b:r inluranoe at the e%1> nee of' the Inati-

tJte. 

ith _11 goO'! 

Prof'ea~or 0 .. 1~ V bIen 
68 Battle Roao3 

.U ...1-.._ 

ilhea, 
Sino ely yours. 

AlSl1AHAM FlEXN R 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE INST1TUTE Fan ADVAlIOED STUDY 

OctCb3~ :0, 1932 

A regular meeting of the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced 

Study was held at the Uptown Club, 60 East 42nd Street, New York, New York, 

on Monday, October 10, 1932. 

Present : Messrs. Aydelotte, Edgar S. Bamberger, Louis Bamberger, 

Carrel, Flexner, Hardin, Houghton, Leidesdorf, Maass, Straus, Weed, Mrs. Fuld, 

and Miss Sabin . 

Absent and excused: Messrs. Friedenwald and Lehman. 

The Chairman presided. 

The minutes of the meetings held on April 11, 1932, having been 

distributed, their reading was dispensed with, and they were approved. 

The Report of the Director was presented and, on motion, was received 

and placed on file. The following extracts are made therefrom: 

It is now almost exactly two years since the Institute for 

Advanced Study was formally organized, inasmuch as the Director did 

not assume office until October 1, 1930. Up to the present time no 

overt steps have been taken looking to the operation of the Institute. 

The two-year period has been spent in investigation, conference, and 

reflection. It is clear to me now after making every possible 

effort to secure criticism and suggestions that there is a new and 

unoccupied field which the Institute oan occupy. namely - the prose­

cution of research in subjeots of fundamental importance and the 

training of men to become investigators and teachers in higher insti-

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



2 

tutions of learning. I see no reason to modify the suggestions I 

made that the Institute should proceed by organizing sohools in suo­

cessive subjects, that each sohool should consist of a few permanent 

appointees of established eminence and a number of assistants or students 

of promise, to whom the institution would be obligated for only a definite 

term of years, one or more, according to circumstanoes. In this way there 

will be a constant flow of young scholars and soientists, most of whom will 

find permanent employment elsewhere. Occasionally someone of outstanding 

merit may be retained for a longer period or indefinitely. 

I had at the outset hoped that we might begin simultaneously two 

schools - mathematics and economics, but I have found, as I prooeeded with 

my inquiries, that, while it is feasible to start at n high level in mathe­

matiCS, it is extremely diffioult to find the proper personnel in the field 

of economics. It is in my mind therefore at this meeting to make certain 

nominations to the Faoulty of the Sohool of Mathematics, continuing my in­

quiries in the field of economics until I find persons of something like 

equal eminenoe and substanoe. . ......... . 
It is my hope that the Institute may begin active work in the 

autumn of 1933. I shall devote most of the current year to questions of 

organization, the securing of temporary quarters and of a few students with 

whom we may set the paoe. 

In oonclusion, I should like to emphasize the fact that the entire 

staff of the Institute will be on what is known as the "full-time basis". 

Salaries, retiring allowanoes, pensions, and aid in the education of children 

will be suoh that the Institute may fairly ask every member of the staff to 

devote his entire time to the work of the Institute and to refrain absolutely 

from engaging in any distraoting work fo r the mere sake of the remuneration 
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-whioh it may afford. This condition will be embodied in every under-

standing that is arrived at with any person who becomes a member of the 

staff. 

The late Professor Gre.hrun Lusk of Cornell University had shortly 

before his death written a memorial of his fonner teacher, Professor Rubner 

of Berlin. Speaking of him, he quotes as follows from a letter which Pro-

fessor Rubner wrote him in July 1930: 

"You have still something of importance to aocomplish, 
the improvement in the salaries of professors and the care of 
professors and their widows in their old age. I am not in 
favor of luxury, but an existence which is to a certain extent 
free from care is necessary for our work. In America huge 
sums are paid to a tenor, to a movie actor, or to a prize fighter. 
Frederiok the Great wished to obtain a distinguished singer for 
the Berlin opera. The singer demanded a large sum. The King 
became angry and sent him Hord that the salary demanded was that 
-which a general received. The singer replied to the King that 
in future he could get a general to sing for him. Educated 
men could talk fn similar fashion, especially scientists and 
medical men.1I 

On this basis we shall do in the general field of university work 

what the Rookefeller Institute has so successfully done in the field of 

medicine, namely - remove its workers absolutely and entirely from all 

distraotions due to the mere need of earning money. The actual working 

year ought, in my judgment, to be shorter than is now the case in American 

universities, for the graduate school in America determines the length of 

its term by t he college, which being more or less a secondary school has 

necessarily to occupy its students for the greater part of the year. The 

universities in England, Germany, and France have a definite required term 

that does not exceed six months. Competent students can receive in six 

months all the stimulus they need to carry them the next six months, and 

the teaching staff will not be exhausted by a too protracted routine. Men 

and ,'omen engaged in research will often do their most conoentrated and 

important work during their so-called "vacations", and during these periods 
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they will also have opportunity to oome into contact with their 

fellmv-workers both in this country and abroad - a condition that 

is absolutely necessary if they are to know what others are doing 

and if they are to avoid repeating what others have already done. 

The Report of the Finanoe Committee was presented and, on motion, 

was accepted and placed on file. 

Mr. Maass, Chairman of the Committee on Site, reported that the Com-

mittee after oareful investigation reoommended that the Institute be looated in 

the vioinity of Princeton, New Jersey, and stated that a number of sites were 

under consideration. 

)Vhereupon, on motion, it was 

RESOLVED, That the Institute be located at or in the vicinity of 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

On motion, it was 

RESOLVED, That a sum not to exceed Five hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

be appropriated t o cover all additional expense connected ,nth seal, medal, book-

plate, etc. 

On motion, the Trustees ratified the action of the officers in 

renewing a lease Trom October 1, 1932, to April 30, 1933, for an office of the 

Corporati on at 100 East Forty-Second Street in the City of New York, at a rental 

of ~166.67 per month. 

The Director made the f ollowing nominations in the School of 

1!athematics : 

1. Professor Albert Einstein, Professor of Theoretical PhysiCS, on 
the following terms: 

That his appointment as Professor of Mathematical or Theoretioal 
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Physics date from October I, 1933, with the underst anding that 
he will be in residence until April 15 each year; 

That his salary be fixed at til5,Ooo a year, of which he will 
oontribute S% to the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association 
of America, the Institute oontributing an equal sum monthly; 

That in case he is liable to double income taxation the Insti­
tute undertake to pay the Amerioan ta.:q 

That, unless his term of appointment is prolonged by mutual 
consent, he retire at 65 years of age on an allowance of $8,000 
per annum, part of which will be paid by the Teachers Insurance 
and Annuity Association of America, the rest to be made up by 
the Institute; 

That if his wife, Elsa Einstein, survive him she receive a 
pension of $5,000 a year; 

That transportation to America in the autumn of 1933 for him­
self and his wife be paid by the Institute. 

On motion, the nomination of Professor Albert Einstein as Professor 

of Theoretical Physics was approved. 

2'. Professor Os\vald Veblen, a Professor in the School of Mathematics, 
on the following terms: 

That his appointment as a Professor in the School of Mathematics 
date from September I, 1932. 

That his salary be fixed at ~15,ooO a year, of which he will con­
tribute S% to the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of 
America, the Institute oontributing an equal summonthlYl 

That, unless his term of appointment is prolonged by mutual 
oonsent, he retire at 65 years of age on an a llmvance of ~8,OOO 
per annum, part of which will be paid by the Teachers Insurance 
and Annuity Association of America, the rest to be made up by 
the Institute; 

That, if his wife, Elizabeth M. D. Ric~ardson Veblen, survive 
him she receive a pension of $5,000 a year. 

On motion, the nomination of Professor Oswald Veblen as Professor 

in the School of Mathematics was approved. 

3. Dr". Walther Mayer, an Associate in Mathematics, on the following 
terms I 

That his appointment as an Associate in Mathematics date from 
October 1, 1932; 

5 
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That his salary be fixed at $100 a month, as long as he remains in 
Germany. 

On motion, the nomination of Dr. Walther Mayer as an Assooiate in 

Mathematics was approved. 

4. Dr-. J. L. Vanderslioe, Assistant to Professor Veblen, on the 
following terms: 

That his appointment as Assistant to Professor Veblen date from 
October 1, 1932, for one year: 

That his salary be fixed at ~l,OOO a year. 

On motio~ the nomination of Dr. J. L. Vanderslice as Assistant to 

Professor Veblen was approved. 

The Treasurer presented the following revised budget for the year 

ended June 30, 1933: 

Salaries, 
Director 
Assistant Secretary 

r Professor Veblen (at rate of 
$15,000 per annum frODl *October 
1, 1932) 

Assistant to Professor Veblen 
(until June 30, 1933) 

Professor Mayer (at rate of 
$100.00 per month frODl 
**September 1, 1932) 

Teachers Annuity (at rate of 
5% a year) 

Rent (lease expires April 30, 1933) 
Custodian fees 
Travel 

$20;000.00 
4,000.00 

11,250,00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

562.50 

Communication, printing, entertainment, etc. 
Scholarships, fellowships, or loans 

$37,812.50 
2;000.00 
2,750.00 
1,000.00 
1,500.00 

15,000.00 
$60,062.50 "G *It was subsequently learned that Professor Veblen's professorship in 

~ Princeton University terminated August 31, 1932 Thus his professorship in 
the Institute for Advanoed Study began September 1, 1932. 

**Professor Mayer subsequently requested that his appointment date from 
October I, 1932. 

On motion, the revised budget for the year ended June 30, 1933, was 

approved, as submitted. 
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The Director stated that through the courtesy of the authorities of 

Prinoeton University rooms for the mathematioal group and officers of the Insti-

tute would be available in the n9Wly erected Fine Hall which has more space than 

Prinoeton University now requires. This invitation was aooepted with thanks 

and appreoiation. 

Yr. Maass moved that Seotion 8 of Article IV of the By-Laws, which 

reads as follows: 

"Sec. 8. The Treasurer shall be, under the supervis ion of the 
Oommittee on Finanoe, custodian of the funds of the Corporation, and 
shall deposit the moneys thereof to the credit of the Corporation in 
banks or trust companies designated by the Finance Committee. He 
shall keep books of account of the financial transactions of the Cor­
poration and shall present a detailed report te the Trustees annually 
and/or at any other time if so directed by the President, or the 
Executive Committee, or the Board. Checks on the bank accounts of 
the Corporation shall be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned 
by the President, Vice-President, or a member of the Finance Committee. 
The Treasurer shall furnish a bond, satisfactory in form, amount , and 
security to the Finance Committ ee." 

be amended by striki ng therefrom the following: 

"Checks on the bank aocounts of the Corporation shall be signed by 
the Treasurer and countersigned by the President, Vice-President, 
or a member of the Finanoe Connni ttee ." 

and that in lieu and instead thereof it provide the following: 

"Checks on the bank aooounts of the Corporation shall be signed in 
such manner as may be designated from time to time by the Finanoe 
Committee ." 

Whereupon, on motion, it ,vas 

RESOLVED, That the amendment be adopted as follows: 

"Sec. 8. The Treasurer shall be , under the supervision of the 
Committee on Finanoe, custodian of the funds of the Corporation, and 
shall deposit the moneys thereof to the oredit of the Corporation in 
banks or trust companies designated by the Finance Committee. He 
shall keep books of account of the financial transactions of the Cor-
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poration and shall present a detailed report to the Trustees annually 
and/or at any other time if so direoted by the President, or the 
Exeoutive Committee, or the Board. Cheoks on the bank aooounts 
of the Corporation shall be signed in such manner as may be desig­
nated from time to time by the Finance Committee. The Treas1.\I"er 
shall furnish a bond, satisfaotory in form, amount, and seourity to 
the Finanoe Committee." 

There being no further business, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 

I 

8 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



III Matbermtics it :Ia intended to adlll.1t to the Institute 

only such students as are already suffic:lantly advanced in their 

work to have received the Pb . D. degree, or lihose training is 

equivalent to that represented by the Pb . D. degree, in a good 

university. lI'urtheI'lllOre, only such students will be admitted 

as are acceptable to the professor with "haa they wish to "ark . 

Students are expected to work entirely independently but the 

professors wUl be glad to belp 1I1th advice as to the general 

methods and purposes of their "ork and in SOI:IB C aaes, ss to the 

details . 

Professor Veblen intends to conduct a Seminar in collabora­

tion with certain of his aesociates in the Institute, lihich w111 

lIIeet "eekly for the discussion or the probl ems in which they are 

interested . The usual procedure at a meeting of the Seminar is 

the presentaticn of some p:lace of msth!lll8.ticel work by one of the 

members of the Seminar and its discussion by tbe others. 

By an arranganent "itb Princeton Universi ty, regularly Sl­

rolled stUdents of the Institute .ill be admitted to lectures and 

Seminars of the University wben tbey ere acceptable to the prof­

essor in charge .ithout the ~t of fees. This errengelDimt is 

reciprocal so that it ia to be expected that tbere "Ul be a num­

ber of the manbers of the University attending the corresponding 

exercises of the Institute. 

The mathEmatics students in the Institute will be given 

free use of the mathe:Datioal library in Fine Hall . 
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Why not recognize that my Sem1llar is a living thing which 

has been in existence for many years and inssrt something like the 

following in the second paragraph in place of the sentellce marked 

A. 

"In 1932-33 the principal subject taken up~ in this Seminar 

was Modern Differential GeoI!letry. Among the topiCS discussed were: 

the relation of generalized projeotive geomatry to classical projective 

geometry; projective relatiVity; the theory of spinors; con-

formal geometry and its relation to ~itary field theory. In 1933-

1934 it is intended to cover a wider range of subjects. The principal 

subject will probably again be Differential GeoI:lltry in its relation 

on one side to Topology and on another to Theoretical Physics. The 

program cannot be fixed definitely in advance because it must conform 

to the directi en actually taken by "the studies of those mo are 

actiVi vely participating in it." 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Pl'Of_uor 08Wal.d 'ubi 
Depaftment.t themat1c. 
Princeton t)'n1v it7 
Princeton, N. J . 

1Iy &.r Prot nor Veblen: 

( 

I sending you herewith a check tor 

the ealar7 ot Dr. V&ZIilerellce tor th$ mpnth of 

W(lvecnber. t at encloa1ng a dtlpl1cate of 

the depoei .l1p _en to the PrLnceton B 

r\l.It todq. Tou -dll note ,hat t 

_Up indi t .. }'Pur &&lal'J tpr the nt of 

lovember le._ 5, •• 1ch baa been t rwarded tp 

the W.ache" Inlttt 

pt America. 

• 
ESTHER s. ",0" r::y 

~lietant eecrstart 
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Dear Professor Veblen: 

Tour lett r to l'rofelllor eyl it! perfect . I do not lIee enyth1tlg 

to ~odifY in it. I hould l1ke Gerely to add to wlIat you l'ave written a brief 

co "ant to • -'o f oa Y of which I anelas , whioh I t. n1r I!lOt BO !lathing to I1l.'lb! 

clearer to hlm t differ noe be elm tho sU tlon e now holds and the a1tuation 

which he would occupy sb?Uld he =e to the I~t:t~to. 

Your vilit on tredDe!l&¥ lit. for that evening 

and walldn3 yeet 1 ';;' in tl e ~.rL '; r;r " n De 1llOre and mora strongly 

t.1y and. that it u no t1ma for 

us to rJBl • prapiU"atio~ for a gcnuin'l st- rt b-ext autt • 101'. if e do IlDt start. 

next aut'1!Ill, 1 lose another entinl are .ball "e etart? A£t r 

the civil ar theTe wae for a decade inte nable die ion bout the reGuqption 

of epeeie Pe;?l'I..nta., lien John Sh - • be e Secreta of he rt'easury and II 

Aeked wbat 1118 1 'J'!T ould be. Baid, "'!'he w to r It:le 19 to reouma" , aJld 

that he did on the first of January following. 

• 170vr we bmle in you and inetein t 0 pel'llons Ctlrtaln. I would au&'eat 

that , dropp~ for the t being queations of aite, etc • • you begin to get together 

'~ 0 or three 01' tour men to walk wUh and und r you, beg1nn1na n8%t autlli.JIl. You 
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Profescor Veb1 n NovembEr 25 , 1932 

baV8, I B DaB, already written 00d01 , e.nd TOu nUoned Whitney the other day. 

% ene10BO copies of corr npondanco icb I haYe Lad with a1cht~er 

and RGed. lD 'r1adale I bave as yet no rellpollSe. 

S uld. ey1 accept , we alJall t reat him 1I~1lU'11. Pun thi8 

:3 .. 

policy, t.be Institute w111 be Ii COllC rn • , tl will tave le1aure 

and Onnllt'1:'\llIity to eo :;01 r ovn r an to at1Dm1ate do thoae with whtuA ;you 

aurI'ClUId"o .. 1;;'. I ~ 11 be that a concrete oucl8UB in ouer tion ~111 be 

more attractlv T.I:"I.'Olll'Kl",tic.l.an8 flhom ...... 

lnet1tu Q .. !lit • 

I r turnb your ettar, lor t ro 1& · ....... u¥ no r on ~ I ahould 

l"etain the copy 0 it. 

Profes or Oswald Veblen 
Department of ,t'_ tic, 
Princeton Unlvo t;y 
Princeton, e JfJro&;f 

ry i e 1I:ru' " 
AtlifAHAM FLEX N fJ' 
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0" b T' 17, 19 

II: T' • Vabl t 

:r a about fO to 1 t "..e & .y of your 

le "or 0 ¥l . ot 0 ae t a poea1b:"Uty t;at you m@.b r ter my 

t' t to t e .oelation of v 1ty Prot sore "an lntring nt 

o ec1orn." l 1t I r. 17 had pertect co "'1d8l1ce 1n our dj eretion 

80 ut ly d c,7Q1d of curiodt~. Cn the at er • I bave the r,oleliD6 

w~tb co sensitive t t <l C t to tal'r the 

a er on Your let aT' is 8Ilulrabla in fINer.:! re eat . I am bt, no ~JGan' 

II tba· I . ,11 "e don &8 w 11 1:1.' I II. de • n 0 it. Ifflyl elt. 

and ll1 a T t· c~i elJJ,l171 lteoe l' casually 

from ". 

",.,,,it .... to r.n Yolk I lowe my 1d a to aettle down as l'eoOlC'da 

our various cony BUeDS re 1116 the r latlona of the ° f:TO •• :r ,",ote 

leenr4U't a latter ,. u the at tuatlon al it now 10 to ClII, but my nil 

i.e quito 0 en, t I III 1 a tl111gf1 d1ft r tly in. the cO\U'lle of 

time. non I t be t1 t wi tl e 10' eu with which I 88 .to move. I can 

deoide t'.j' ~Di;e 1f I hava to, 11 in thla new ventur and in deaH witl:. jeota 

with w4ic:h I ar. 

I cooing to Princeton on the 30th to attend a d1 ~ 
• nner -uich Poole 
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,nt. V b1 n ov. 17, 1933 

1a iua buea40r • u4 I eball • t. r .. 

a little eot o t inr WI. to v lOU11 

in rie . I • t col 

• .. - in to you d -
V 

ABRAHAM FLt XN " 
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O,partmtlfl ,f 
MATHEMATICS 

( 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRlNCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York City . 

Dear Dr. Flamer: 

Ncwember 16, 1932. 

Here is a copy of my letter to 1I'eyl which lias obvious­
ly mt intended tor your eye but I amglad to bave you read it 
and keep it as I have another carbon. I added a tew lIOrds 
by hand, ot 1Ihiell I b!.ve no record, but which stated that I 
was more enthusiastic about the Institute now than I was last 
S\II!!lll8 r • 

In my mail this morning there was a letter trom Mrs . 
Norris, a real estate agent, saying that the tarty acres to 
which she reters would be a desirable addition to the Olden 
property. 

Yours sincerely, 

0.~. 

ovju 
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November 15. 1932 

Dear Professa!' Veblen, 

I II ould suppose t t it you write to 

Einstein now, you would address him in BCll"1lno though I luve 

had no letter fram him end henoe do not know for eert in. 

Thank YO'j tor your st tement rogerdlng 

the nuale. I Qh 11 br1~g 1t up at the f1rst poo'ible op­

portu'ity. Should there be a meeting or the ~eoutive C~ 

mittee, it can come up at any time - otherwise it wil1 go 

over until the anuary _eting ot: the Board. 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Depertmeut ot ~themat1c8 
Princeton University 
Princeton, Jersey 

F/ D 

Sinoerely yourn , 

AI"AHAM fLEXNfl' 
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lfovmiber 14, 1932 

Dear Profel or Veble 

In ordor that there Jl1B¥ be no denccr that ;you and I 

'11'111 get 0lU' wire. croased in 'II'dt1 • Wayl , I wonder 1f you wo d 

mind tlending De a COW of "h t you wrote b1rn on the IlUbject of tlle 

appo1n~t offered. Don' t this 1f ;yo'll have any hes1tation 

whatsoever , and don't please ro1eunderetand. I am simply anxious 

that you d I should t the e8l1le language and mean the sllCle 

thil\gtl. 

e enjoyed greatly our ceeting you ~our wife 8.Ild the 

Aydelotte. with 111'. na.!lberger end rs . J'uld yesterdq. They are 

certainly 1d donora , and it will be our fault 1f we do not a.chieve 

someth1ng. 

Prof 08801' 0l1'li'814 Voblen 
58 Battle Road. 
Princeton, • J . 

Very 8incerely yours , 

AdKAHAM FLEXNtft 

• 
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, 

Protasaer H. "ayl 
Markalatreeee :5 
GotUngen . Germany. 

Deer .ayl: 

!lOT er n. 1032 . 

I had mellllt to wrl ta to :rou long b etore DO. but I hava 
been uttlJlc it ott becsuaa I slIpaoted tro. 4&y to 4&:r to hear. 
eIther tram you or through I'lexner . that your dec1sion was sbwt 
joinill£ the Inat! tute . 7lexner has bsan here ths last two 
days ana ws haft talked sbout • creat CIaD:r or Ulsse probl._. 
mmy at whlch era now waiting on your dec1s1C1l . He doas not 
Uka to taks lillY turthar ateps with regard to }lers0I1D81 until 
ha beers trOll you. 

His ideas about the mathelll!ltical croup s_ to he.a ba-
co_ JIOra dst1D1 te In thls respeot; 1. a eharp disUnotioo 
will ba IIIIda bat_n the sppotnt ts as parwulfnt _ ers at 
the InaUtuta and the others . ~a will ba,,-wCh speotl"Ulll at 
assoc1ste raesors , assistant Jrotasscrs . tn'lltruotors ato • • aa 
there 18 1n the usual nOM unharsIt:r. One will e1ther be 
a rull and pel'lllllIle:lt er or alse on a det1n1tel:r l1m1 ted 
appointllant . In Sll ordinary .Amorio. unt.arsUy it 1s allllY 1.0 
UIIa s person tho doee not 11 .... up to hi. aarl,. promisee tor teaob. ­
ing IIIld sdJ:l1nstrlltlon. ear.1I in thll Inat1tu te the sc1mUt10 
ark 111 thll on.l.7 thing. 

I aleo teel wre tbet the ides or 1111111.1118 tha major 
IIppolat.nts to three, l1li •• teared last s r. is now dat1.nite17 
disoarded . 'l'be t1JWloes at 10m. ustttnt. se to be perfectly 
sound end the gearsl P8:rchologioal atmosphere 18 1IIpro.iD£. I 
teel that .e om count on 1D)1ng ahead on ea:Jlllthinr: lib ths seals 
t!)at :rou and I were talk1 about 1n the r . 

Another ides .hiob. ._ to ha.e oOllle to the fora 1s that 
or calling in people tor one or two ;vear sptlo11l elItll troa 
ADIIriom and &1ropeen uni.era1ties . 70r eDlllTlla. I *188asted 
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ProtllSaor Ifayl 

a4-

\\ 

_ a posa1bla way at a proaching the l)rOblem or seUing someone 
in modem algabra the 10 wa IIhculd in.,1te Artln and Alber~ to come 
tor a year at the 88Dle time, pe rhaps tor next y.uo. Ine:mer ... de · 
no definite ree'QOn;a at oourse, but didn't 8ee. to think it an im-
possible Idea. Wbat do you tb1nk 01' it? 

He bae also agreed t~at I ahollld Mlte aane inqu1rlu about 
tbe po8sib1lity or bartng Codel bera rar Dext year. '1'1118 would 
ba 8illlPly f'or one 1'lar OD a .,ery 1ICIAl1 sal8ry. 

1 haYe now been in 1ba Institute at a the tirst or September. 
I .. girtng ftq S1IIIinar as U8U8l end 8t present _ ~rrect1ng the 
proot sheete 01' the little book tor Naugabauer. ~re ba.,e been 
a great uny letters tran people who 1f111b to be ad::Utted 8S students 
in 10 be IllJItitute. To all of \11_ lObo are not IlllProxlmataly at tbe 
Ph. D stage, the anewar 111 that they bad better try to get into the 
Prl:lCetOl1 ar 80me ot.her graduate 8chool. The Id_ is quite de-
tinite .at preest that there ue to be no degrees d tmt ally 
stllielIts .ho are acceptable to the protessors sre to be admitted. 

There hes been a spod deal ~ disouaai<:ll 01' poesible eitea 
tar the Institute but nothing has bean done snd I think nothing wIll 
be done iD a hurry. '1'h1s is.,61.' agreeable to lie becauaa I should 
be plaased to stay ill ftq room In riDe Hell as 101lg as possible . Per­
haps 11'8 CM sta)' b ere permrmell 1017 1 

I 8111 hopll18 to heer tbe t ;vou he.,e IICC epted 10118 betore ;vou get 
this letter and that you .. 111 be hera to dtacuse all these questiona 
next aprlllg. I dan't think ..,ary mum Will be decided until ;vou 
00_ but I tbink It would be a nry ad Ide8 U ;vou .,uld lat me 
know in case any 01' your ideas atout personnal have ohanged ainoa the 
1llSt time 1 talked With you Ilbou 10 them. 

J'lexner stays iD Naw Torle and has bean bIIre only tllioe. I 
he.,e bean in \Ne- Tarle about tbree Um. to sea him. Bet_~ tImea 
eYeryth1na 1a quiet and I tind that th1nkiD about the Dew plana baa 
dtaturbed IQ' acientUio work .,sry l1ttlft. It 1a cart-iDly no JllDre 
. tb8ll tbe equlTalent of co.Utess and dapar1lllent l18etings thllt I 
hilTS I!P tten out ~. 

W1 th best greetings trau J:l1zabeth and DIll to 8. treyl and 
your8elr • 

Yours sincerely. 
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Dear . rofeaser Veblen, 

I h ve the enclosod from Dr. Blelek. arh po 

hie san ie grist for eur 11. I Bhta I MOO you Dr. Bleiok's 

anew • I 0 not 1m where II ewooe!. is but erbapa 'luring the 

holid S ou pnd Dr. BIsiek might h~ve e oontereno mt Prine ton 

which will en ble you to size him uo. 

I enolosing your Carnegie aue ant. wIth a 

00 t on it by Ilrs . Bailey. 'finl you the oorreotion . e she 

euggests? 

Professor Om'( I d Veblen 
Prinoeton University 
Dapartmont of the tics 
rinoetcn. }lew Jersey 

!F/D . 

S L~oerely yours. 

AHRAHAM F FXNH 
, 
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DrparllfUlflof 

MATHEMATICS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
100 East 42nd street 
New York Oi ty. 

Dear Dr. FleDler: 

NovElDber 5, 19 32. 

I would sU@:gest that the young man write to Proressor 
R. E. Gilman, Bro1l1 UnivBrsity, Providence, R. I •• who is 
Edi tor or the Department or queeti<ns. dieeussions, and notss 
or the American !lath em tical Monthly. Indeed it might be a 
!!pod thing to suggest that he Bubscribe to the Monthly. a 
journal which aims to be useful to boys ot his type. 

Yours sincerely, 

{)~/A 

oviD 
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. Bov ber 4. 1932 

De~r Profe •• or Veblen. 

Th nk you tor eandin,; .e the l.tterl fro R ..... es and Willon. 

I .noloe. a copy ct my reply to • Reevel. lth ref.r.nce to ilion. 

you might writ.. it you chool • • th t in no subject r r. we worrying. or 

l1Jcely to worry. abo,rt; praotical lip 110 ion. and thst it .... er n c 

to the queltion of B.ttin,; up Ii SOhool at Eoonomio • • we .h 11 cart inl y 

look into the possibilitie. at theoretical d th tic 1 economio • • 

Ion soy far your priTftte inforll8tion that I hllv. the va.t doubt ". 

to wh.ther ilion il not .ntir.ly miltaken III to the vlua of t~e N tional 

Bureau at onomio 01. ch. frOID hat I knoIr of it. I oert lnly Ihould 

not oall it "a firlt cl ... inatitut of .conomics. " 

I enolo.e a l.ttar whioh hu jUlt COlllD tr 

Inltitut. at Economici . a nd my reply th.reto. 

Dr. Lorwin. of The 

en I come to Prinoeton n.xt week. you oan tell me how • S.eu1y 

l ooka to Ii lur. enough IIIIIthe tician. 

With all good wilhel. 
P. S. I am sorry to s ay that I do not know 

anything about Einstein t s plans . 

Professor O .. ald V.bl.n 
Department at the_tice 
Princoton.Univereity 
rim.tOll. !Jaw J eay 

SinC.rely ' o 8 . 

A8R~HAM FLEXNilt 
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D ,pdrlllUnl Df 

MATHEMAT ICS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRlNCETO N N EW J ERSEY 

Dr. Abraham nexner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York Oi ~. 

Dear Dr. nexner: 

November 3, 1932. 

I cclose hereWith two letters whi eh I au ppoee 
ought to be tor warded to you although I realize tlB t yo u 
are deluged with mail. Please return them EC you IBve 
tinished with them. 

The first one came fran R. B. Wilson shortly a1'ter 
the other one which I sent you. 

The second one trom Mr. Reeves was in response to 
my deolining to be interviewed about the new Insti tllte on 
the gro1md that all statements ou!!tlt to come !'rom you. I 
am replying to this one by saying that I have 1'orwarded the 
letter to you. It does not change my vlew that I might do 
harm by making public statemmts at the pt"esent time. 

Do you know when Rinst ein starts tor t he United 
States? I ought to write to him about a soientific question 
in the course 01' a 1'ew days but I am not sure whether to 
write to him at Caputh or wait until he arriTes in California. 

I em st11l hoping that you and Mrs. Flamer will be 
coming here tor this week-ond. 

Yours sincerely, 

OV/AF 
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Ootob I' 28, 1932 

rofes or Veblen: 

I enc10eing yoU a cheok for the 

sallll7 of r . Vanderslice for t 

Octobsr, and I am also enelostog a d 1ieate 

of the depoe1t Slip sent to the Pr1 Qton lI&Ilk 

and Truat Compa~ for you by • 11ey. You 

will note that he Blip eont 1ne ealar,v for both 

Sept ib I' and Oetob r leu fff, of ch month, which 

bas be fOrm!L1'dled to the Teachers lneur ce nd 

AnI uity Association of America. 

1 th 1 good dshes , 

Sinc r 1y yo , 

AtH,AHAM FlE)(NER 
Prot Isor Olwald Veblen 
58 llattle Road 
Prinoeton, N. J . 
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October 26, 1932 . 

Dear Profeeeor V blen: 

I 10 lorry to .~ tbat < 8 . llexner and I have a dinner 

appointment here in Waw York Frld8y wening, eo that w. =ot to Princeton 

untll Sat1l2'dq afternoon. We shall both be there Saturdq evening and S~, 

lid r . J'lexner ~ even etay until late llo~ afternoon. I lhall bang 

around a ~ or l c nger 1f there 11 anything that I can accompl1lh ,b;;: 10 

d01llg. 

I am return1ng heren th Prof nor neon' let er. I do IIOt feel 

that I am euftlclently well oriented myaelf to make s:tJ:f move In the field of 

economicl . Of the men wbam WUBon mentioJlll I know Rotelling personall;y, but , 
I th1nk we 8hal 11'11t have to I1nd a l eader before we choole ilUbordinatu. .&.t 

any rate I lhall want at least aDOther year before taking ant action in re~ercnce 

to economioB. I e.e no reason why ;you lhould not yourlelf write WilBon to thi8 

effect. 

e have recelved a good l!IaZQ' letters cf the t;ype lent you by '188 

'cKenney. I do not wish to burden you with &JlIIWeriDa Inquiries of thlB kind. 

If they reach you; put them ln an envelope and nal1 them tc m or lira. llaUe;y. 

I feel very c ·rtain that penoJlll who have not exhausted the opnortunlt1eB of 

gnul te schoole are not go tc b the nd of persona you or Prote8Bor E1neteln 
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Profel or Vebl October 26 , 1932 

wish to lelect except 1n Ve17 unusual cirCUlllllt ces . '!'he graat tb1ng ,11 to 
• 

r!lllOve frOID your Moulders 1 pOllI1bla olerloal IIIId a&n1n1Itrat1ve work, thou,gh 

you mq be absolutely SIlre that I "hall do not. ing involving you positively or 

negat1vely w1thout your authorization. 

In a different catSC017 18 a per onal letter such as you had frOlll 

]lohr. 1e I should be glad to see a letter of tbat kind , I tb1nk you Ihould 

answer 1 t yourself. 

01.,. my greet1nge to your nfe, and believe me 
• 

Alw~ 81noerely, 

ABRAHAM fL£XN EIl 
P.S. 

A.ll this w111 be much 8 klpler of oourse after I cOI:Ie do to Princeton. 

Professor Olwald Veblen 
58 Battle Road 
Princeton,! Jaraey 

• 

~. . 
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P . S. 2 

October 22 , 1932 

)lear Profenor Veblen: 

I SEloo1ng- you bermr1th Profenor Bohr l • 

extraord1nar;v letter in I' ference to deaDen. I hope 

very Il!Ilch that the plan w111 war out eo that he can 

be with you at the beginnina of our f1nt reg\llal' y ar l . 

work. The Rockefeller st1pewl. woUld be an 1d a~ 

W1 th all ad wiehe • • 

Sincerely ura . 

FlEXN 
P.S . 1 

r have received your pen.lou a'!'PH tion this 
orning. I .ball e it lIdiate attention. • .•• 

Since d1ctating thG above I bave leen the Secretary 
o~ the Teacbera tn.ur~e Annuity A880ciat1on and 
t blanks d to be f1lled before 1t coUld be cepted -
(1) fotal l!Ionthly prem1U11, ) 18n f1rst nu1ty paJIlISnt 
to be ade to you. Ire. Hey :f111ed thflll all fo11ow81 
125. 00 ,and the f1 t dey 0 month fonoring your 65tb 

b1rtMq. with the understanding that the date of ann t,. 
~nt coUld be changed 1I'1th the cone ant of both you and 
the IJllltitute. '1'111. 18 in III cordance 11'1 th the l'e.o1utlon palled 
by the lloard at ita eting on October 10, 1932. 

I now find that Inc e to Pr1nceton on Saturda,y to .t~ for a few day • • 
Thi •• 111 give rue an opportunity to eee yoU and a few other • • 

P. S. 3r am a.ldng r . Baile,y to • nd you a check herewith or oUf' railroad f re on 
TbUre . Oot . 20. A. F. 
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Drparl1fUlIt of 
MATHEMATICS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New Yorl<: City. 

Dear Dr . Fl SDleI' : 

October 18 , 1932. 

I enclose s letter trom Herald Bohr, the subject of 
1Ihich Will interest ycu because Jessen is one at the men 
whom I hed suggested tor s junior position in the Institute . 

Please return Bohr' s letter when you are through with 
it . 

Yours Sincerely , 

()~~ 

OV/AF 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



October 1 • 19;:)2 

Dear rof lor Teb1 

month 

You will rive in the.co 

ahecl!:II for both ifOur Sapt._,l"'r 

of the 

I ., 1 &Blr tbe , dadu.et 

to rd to the feach&1'8 IDJIUl"aDC8 

oc ticm with a sidler SlIIII. the 1 tltu' • 

I ret'lU1li.ne TOur app11catlo 

bl te of yaUr appoin 

__ to ept.."l,..,.. 1 ,< 19.2. 

'-th ell Ou.:L • 
f 

.'''AHAM FlEXNHt 

: 
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October 7. 1932 

Dear Protee or Tabl .: 

to o on '1'IlI1rII<d:q. Octob la, 

at on, 1 have 1 together. 

' t you. llI!Ike a IlleIllOf'8Dj!tlm o~ 

rai l ""'JJUIj ... es . which t lllat1tute w111 p83''t 

Prof IlOl' 0_<0..1.<1 
line Hall 
Princeto .iT 
l'rinceton, . :r • 
AJ': 

Vcr" inc 1y , 

A~"AKAM FLEXNl" 
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Octo r 3. 19 

Da r Profe .. or Veb1 ; 

I aMt a rirele.. to yo to t • s"",..r 

to • a Natter '1 landed tod.::T. '!'hill 

and 1 edt tte8 1& had QOICO'.:on 

'10U 1d IIOt t t ri relee • 

did or not? 

I :9'e. 1.tt from 

• • r1 it. I o~d 1 

I d 

emI t you 

tor I!Jl tnt ",1 1Jl the 00 rae ot 

X llo e '10u had • 

aro tooro 11 . 

s 

Prote.eor 01 d Veblen 
J'ine 1 
Prineetor. • J . 

I called t1:.8 C\mam L1nI 

~. Xu that 

• l.t lmow wbet r 70U 

X. 114 lUte to I W you betore 

o· Dr. V in full . 

( 

t 70U aDd • Vablen 

• 
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LE HAVRE DE CRACE 

2.1 S#11) L 

D~ 1)~, · F~:-
O ~ ~ J -;ti. S~ 

/ 

~ ., ~ ~:.. I·; I .. . , . 
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Td:L£PMONII: : 
<V\11e. .... 4&·e@, .i1-a9 
if':tep. ..... @-&g!, ~ 

ADR.a:S. II!: 
TtLIGI\APHI.Ut:: 
~"::,,e.. a e a. hi-, 
..c.e G\-.( &rv"P e 
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ar Professor Veblen. 

Uagnetnwen, via Burks FIl s 
Ontario, Canada 

A\lgust 25, 1932 

I have your s of August 12. I Em gl t t your fa has 

axtrnoted a promise from you that you will get a oomplete cation - and equally 

gla that your book i s off your hands. I certain that it will do ore1it to 

you ani! t o J.Jn ican soienoe. 

Don ' t bother to ohange tho ato of your s il • There is nothing 

to be &Qinod ~ your arriving in • York prl00 to October. On the contr y, i t 

may well be wor th your .. hUe t o attend the metings both at York and at Zurich on 

the lookout f or promising material. 

e ha a charming visit here in the woods rrom Courant ten d ys 

ago. He soent t~~ aye with us and entered thoroughly into the simpl e outdoor 

lite oh wa lead up here. Be sawed logs, swam, e.n:l fis ad - the last-mentioned 

for the very rir t time in his lire. Bis 001 1 aguss at G&ttlngen ha ittan and 

telegraphe him about Weyt, and Weyl had tol him that he wo l d make no rinal de­

ci sionuntil Courant r eturned. Bothing could have exoee ed Cour t' e kindness and 

c ooeideration. 

The weather has been goo<1 to us this s1.DllDl9r. 8 0 t t we have had 

a re ly excel lent vao •• t ion. I ho e that you an our fe ar e oing sa well by 

yourselves. 

i th all good wishes to you both. 
Sinoerely yours . 

P, S' Th 
anks so much for the oharming card from you n the Polls. 

A.F. 
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AN80RD V~ 
DEN L2-A 7~L123 

HAMBURG~AMERIKA UNIE 
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et_ 
vi. Burn , 11. 

Ont l'1c. Clnad. 
July 12. 1932 

ora .. ol' Veblen; 

Thank you tor y01.1l'. of' June 28. I note the -sra h hloh 70U 

ouot. in y01.1l' letter to hanhart. In ch "a there 1a no urI: cy. the 

QUII tiem . ' lch :you I' h. 18 ema that c e da1'erred until abundant em-

ortun1t,. 0 tdk lt DY I' g ourl.lv • d the Prinoeton oplo. In goner 1. 

starting \MOD a n .. 8I1ter"l'h.. I ave the r.aUng that all _ a o at the 

ont.at 1a to .rine ole rly our r;oal Other II oet1C11l.8 •• uch Ill! tho .. y~ to - h 

u OIl. nee not be .ettled in aivanee. -a eu eon.l e,. eemoret. 1n.tllDcell. a. they 

aria.. n thul Darh p. in cour.e 01' t1ma leeDY.r the bOlt way 01' a ling With 

th • 
In n er to yo flU.ltion .I.to the .re. 01' aDllOUDO t I shoull! 

• 
• y that e ahall hava to dd.ltep a atinite .tat nt untl1 the autumn. I 

ha .. rOUD that Iou .ati.ry peoole ' . aurioslty by .aying that.. are giving 

raTor ble oondderatloo to the vie1D1ty or rlncetOll . o one haa uebed_ 

be an th t J)olnt. ..Dhart ani! I ha .. agree-l that _ ill ta.ue a etetommt 

• 010 •• to October 1 .'-i. reeeibl • • 

I III lorry that :YOUI' IIOtor trip .. e 1I1terru till:!. I h(ll). you haTl 

ree it th batt I' luck. 

JIIony thulk. tor tM oar rrom n mbor,.. hioh 1 ehall 1'0 I'd to 

~. berg.r. ho 11.1 t lnk,be interea. 111 It. 
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af' ••• or V b1 .full' 12. 1932 

Aft ten or twelT. nrett;v uno ort ble t'laya in town .. ha_ 00llMl 

Into the ~i. here it haa b.en cool. but. alaa. too re • OUr pral'era tor 

, 001.. th.r do not a.. .. ;yet to haTe pea te-1 to the oat Bip.. 

"'. 

GIT8 JttT I'II8ri greetings to 70 wU' •• u" b.a ..... _ 

Alw y. atoo.rely. 

ABRAHAM FL C'f J 

-• 

2 
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De r ProteaBor Veblen. 

¥RgneU'IJ/8ll, vi. Duro Falla 
Out rio, CanadJI. 

July 21. 1932 

I have 0 lettera t'1'om yo'" ono. data July 7. the other, dated 
• 

July • he crt er 01' J uly 7 reporta • our intorviell' with Profes.or '1nIItein and 

sUlgeata tI"o ointment e . the retter at J uly 8 8e_ to Bcme extent to olUloel 

th to er letter, Binoe you aay. "It you cat thrOG I'lIljor appoinlm&nte through 

thia 8U11MlGr. you have Dade • goo1 at ' rt nd can ell aff01'd to deliberate before 

going furthar." 

evarthelella. I 11 001IIII t briefly an th tl-.o But;geBtiona. though 

t the moment my heart n1 mint! are re an 10 1nf; an' 8Ilwine; 10Ca then an the 

lJiatitute for Adv oed stu1y, tor after my strenuous ays in Europe and No York 

I need. borough rest. 

I have 0 authority to take any 8te & whatsowrer beyond those with 

Whioh you are alrea, y l' liar, namely. 8 0 olntm nte of your.elf. Profe8sor neteln, 
, 

an Prote •• or eyl. The Board doea not at un 11 tOW!lT 8 the mid Ie of' October . 

There would therafore be no poaa1bUity at oarrying through even an urgent 

in the interval. . 
In respect to rr. Foster I 1' • • 1 -he profoundeat eyrnpath¥ th hhl 

and hiB f'.uni ly • The dtuatlcm of highly tr ined young men of hU kind is at thi. 

.amant heart-bra king not only to ope but 1n Jlmerioa. I have had numeroua ap-

pl1oat1cme: to tvb10h I have me. 8 the llIme reply. There 1s nothing that the In.tltute 

o o . The re 801UI ioh you glv for sugCesting hili appointment 0 not aeem to 
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Prote •• or Veblen July 21. 1932 2 

mo ccmolulive. e shoul" not now or at aJl1 other timo be moved - evan partially 

mayed - by Y other oonoi~.ratlcm. than thoe. lch le ~ the eet bliebment of the 

:r:n,titu e . Th;' are in.tltutions ot a Uterent charaot r. and I ahaul 0 anything 

in my power, !18 I 1m you 11, to obtain a poet tor nr. Poeter in one of thmn. 

Saveral oonl1tlerations would l.,d .. to halt in cOIIUleotion with 

Dr. G& el. e 1llU8t have,8ome oono."tion or tbe field .. e are going to cover. )lathe-

matioal logio 18 mflIlt1caed now tor tb. tint t1me. I~ it or is it not a tl Id mioh 
• 

we ahould enter? That point requlres to be ''eol<'101 tlra ot all. or oours. I can 
f'irst-rate 

aoe that the POll e1b ill by ot gO'bti .yman for lOllY ar l' +he genoral tlol is hoot 

pr1=ary Ilgn11'i0811oe. but'I eboul" want to b10 whether or not IIlBthematio 1 logic 18 

one that grOWll naturally out at the ric we are und.rt king at tho out. • In the 

aeoond plaoe, a8 ~hl. Babl11t tlon n til'. I' 

y.8r",- it 1._ to .e un-1. •• to I' err.r. with w 

e.r te ohing are 80heduled tor next 

h1ll olnt of view 111 very 

import t . Sunpole b. 0 I to Amerioa for 8 yo I' &no! 11 ncrb reap ointed. whate ould 

be be? Finally, if' he ere otfered a leotUl'e,hb or ould he 

leoture, in 8D1Uoh .. we have no .tu<'lent. an 0 not con: Gl!nlato having any? 

I think lt extra!!.ly import t t yo ero l'ind1n8 out who theBe 

promis1ng' yom !lien are and t t w can thul e _bl. to ke our eye on tl 

Boyon that we oan at th. aIIwt 0 nothing unt11 a te el1minariel have bew 

.tten- ed to. 

Thank you very lII10h tor yo Jdn,Inen in o1'tering to look out tor 

lire. Flemer. She 1Ip8llt threeweon in 0 Itein an~ returne to be OrJlll) at the 
III 

beglnning of th1a week. ~.ely ilIIprove" in he lth. loping that 'e -.y MV. _0 guiet. re. t;]l _tha h81'e, whioh 11 {'orUry the g 1ne whloh ,he made t oa*tein. 

Th. wenther hal bec a littl. Ie .. perfect than u.\Ill. but ther have bew Dmly daya 

upon whioh we could flah or ow or wdk throu~ the 111000 • • 

Give m;y waJ'lll88t greeting_ to lira. Veblen, and beUeva mo, with all good 

'ro1'eeeor- 0.., 1 V bIen , 
lJ'own, Sb1"ley a:.t1 C~any 

Sincerely your 

ABftAHA •• FLD~'" 
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~ J.J...> 
P....Ll.. .. , 
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, 
( 

• 

, 
JulIo 3:>. 1 ii32 

, I have youJ'II of the 1St :md I Jwltllll to .t'oJa!l you Oft tbe 

eubjeot of the p DllSoD. "..,811'. tllat I abGll abide ~ the 'Ilnd ~ which 

•• reocbe4 at aett~ e.D' r.~eotill6 trh1ch US I!IOOIOQI 8 , 11 failed hen 

I made th _ ...... .ruM ttlr use 1n 

&Jr . tiel .. 0 SIt cord1e.l. 110 tbat I sure. 

8 0 fer trtJ!l 18 tlng th Pr1neeto fo~. tlw,7 Ie 1 ol'lOred t bat "e QrG hOGlnnlug 

lth one of thol~ 

in to 18 gioCD.T ~ nnyt~ f llave . er 1\110 . 

I had; suspected 

ba". >MaOO. Rntr.w • I IIh to ~ , ". and oot at the out Got t o unde~ 

b get exceeding _third of- the lliCODE1 upon ,.h1cll it no" seem that "9 

II \'flll enabl e 118 to t.:lkD care o~ ~o lnstein. and cyl -

:Beyond that 

I tbld!: 1I'e Should plq .. waiting • I dilauaeed the wbole s1 tion with rq 

brother 1Mt n1cht. e 1nl:s that Il\Y att i tude 18 0= and 11100. In your 
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Pro: . Te 1 30, 1932 

u, need at hG top 

ll'.>hJoct a t nen (If ~ '11.D""""'''' 

to l..e 111. ' Isti tuta, be relativel y 1. 

) . '''l''l1I 'f' tl'l.'! _ . oM cruc t t o 

t it 18 0'15101 tor tl.G'l to aoe t o1'f ot'S t roa atl or 1n:!t tutlona. If. con 

O!'· • 

I'Ov1nc h1e attua.­

= t1on; and thls can 

oin t tIGJII I ( 1) ~ 

etwe'olh ( 2) by. i llG out)'01 ",fJ"!: r of .>or l or 

in otlJer hla t l u' ' • 

...... ..., \li:JOn b ~ bl e t o tUl 

,:na 1>0 lf111 b f' 1'1110 to Join 

'!'he weather I'Q ~ be 1 t • I :v. f or 

• tbennttor 'Utltll 15. " 1 l"e ~tL''Zl. t o 

1'0 ' . I:W - 'm l!l.1 , l.arlo, • 

et~ to ire, M!1 ball ., -
.u 

1se·nl ... ..t. 
AI"AHAM Fl E)(N ~R 

gml0:toOUt au(~ oi'fel'in.J t e t il%' t ile . at tical staff 
P.s. 

nd t o 1, present 110 will lllldn' ly ace.: 8 1ml -
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( 

Prof. '1ebl llD I 

tien. 
I m..v .. t 

b J'') th 't'. $.1ma..~. - !Ill 
(eto'· r 1 . 

d VeblllD 

, 

Jt1M 30, 1932 

... . " : . 

no 0 lnto t§3' c 'lu~ · Qm:lept ~.&nlJart r!J1 
uno of ~ kintl . ..,Ul he 'Ulltll after 

A. F. 

"J:'l ." .::.11;;. Tou\ ~\C'1f) r. 
9T'1~3hlm. GomBDT 

3 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



ACCURATE 
FAST 

COURTEOUS 
STANDARD .~ _____ _ 

17VI\ E VIE t-.NA 19 VIA MACKAY RADIO 29TH 2200 
1932 JUN 29 

• oJ l" Ir 2 193Z 
NLT VANSTITUTE 

DD1540 , 

NEw'lYORK 

~11tftvl< 
H VE WR ITTEN ~ ISS JO NES ~~K WE YL HAS 

~ fTfPol/ TIr . 
TO BERL I N--AHiJi1¢T .. e~ 

EEN KURATOR AND WR ITTEN 

VEBLEN 

438p 
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· ACCURATE 
FAST 

COURTEOUS 

22VAWE VIENNA 16 VIA MACKAY RADI O 27TH 2130 

NL T VANSTI TUTE DDl548 
NEWYORK 

HAVE RECEIVED EISENHARTS APPROV PRESUME THE WHOL E MATTER IS 

NOW IN ORDER 

VEBLEN 

5PM 

/' 
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COP11 

lrr.T 
VEBLEN 
SHIPRAH 
LONDON 

JUNE 22 , 1932 

ARRIVED nSTEBDAY SAW EISENHART TODAY 

APPROVES ENTHUSIASTICALLY WILL CABLE YOU HIMSELF 

AFTER COl!1!UNICATING WITH ACTING PRESIDENT DUFFIELD 

FLEXNER 
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Send the foUowi"ll Messolle. subject to the terms on 

'1' 
'eblen 

TO'------~e~axn-.ar:--~c~'Ee:~----------------------------~-----­
:rucbsthal1ergasae 2 
Ylem:a 

________________________ '.3 ___ 

Matter your ap;point,.,f"'lt BAtt' ed incl l'ul1ng higher pcneio,~nL_ __ ..tR!.Cnll .. L_ ______ __ 

tram 
________ -<:l.Db.or"=' t...;u.lhg k II %10 'tlIiI'"TJ1 'Uql Bs;ve y~ l'sgrtblt16 ~thel" 

( 0hiU'1J8 I!lIItitUte for Ad'nlru:ed lltiidi 
June 28 . 1932) 
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POOl'ESBOR O. YlJItEII 
Pmsion Wunderlich 
Yriedl.lndereeg II 
GOTTDlGEIi 
--- GelW&Zly 

Dear Profea80r Veblen. 

GUARANTY TRUST COIlPAlil 
5 Place 'lend!iae 
PWB • .run 15TH. 19112 

\'he illness in -r nf'e'a f&llily baa tena1nated .r-a~·. r bad 
therefore to l eave Derlln end go to ber at. Vienna. Ber ~sic1!1Il" 
Professor Bieelsbsrg, inaisteci tIlet she go to GBstein so 1 stayed 
with her a week, took her to GBstein and then IIYl!elt in cOllsequence, 
_ forced to ret.ll:!:'n to .America to-.orrow on the Br_en, so 1 _ot 
see ;you end Professor Weyl again at this tilIa. 

/ 1 have your two n<>tes of .Tune the 5th, end ;Tune the 12th. Pleas. ' 
thank TOur nf'e fo~ her e.xcalle,nt cow. 1 find OIl ooaparing it 
with the letter 1 wrcte 10 Berlin to heJ:'1ca that in 1I1'it1ng to 
Aaar1oa, 1 placed the pene100 at '1500 dOllsre. t .. quite wt 1l1lt' 
to abide b;y the letter 1Ih1ch 1 wrote to you if the !U.fferance 1 . 
of aoy 1IIportance to ;you thOllgh it would be aiJ!plar for ae to ~ .. ~ 
the pIiJ18ion one hal! the full aalar,y. ~ aa !lOrry that I Mde this 
uror blt wr~t4l& ~~OIlt a secretary and req1.n& on -r -..arr at 
a t.1ae of COI1aiderable -.ol'l7 aU8t be -r 8Xcuae. BGw8Ter, be absqJ,.utel,y 

"""candid with ae on the eubject. 

1 aa aaanse1y interested in the sketch 1Ih1ah ;you sent ae in your 
letter of lun" the 5th. At the ~t 1 1I1ll not t.ry to lii80W18 
all the details, because certain qU88t1C1!lS ari.e in -r mind regarding 
so.e Ueas in reference to which 1 _t to talk nth you. Iou ~ 
hOweYer be pertectJ.y certain that 1 y1ll. put your cae.e to E1seallart. 
with all poss1ble perauaa1.,EIIless sn4 1 have no doubt that be 1I1ll , 
acree that it 111 richt for yOU to accept. I can arrange also that 
the Inlltitute take OTer the salar,y of Vanderslice (1000 dollarsl~ 
The other deta1la,_ can agree ~ ~ the aJI.~ .nan we a"etlOr 

/ 

I mall try to go to (lanade .. '000 as 1 sat in order -r nf'e'll 
atfair. in .ew lork. You 111!\1 be as.ured, bOweYar. that deta1lll, l1Ite 
.eoratary t bookll, pIlbllcat10lle t w:I.ll be proYided tor a. well at 
aoytJdng else that 18 needed in ordar to aake the Institute as,~ ; 
.. 1t can po8l1~ be Mde. .~ 

\ 
\ 

\' 
" 
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Page 2 

I 111.1111 however to .guard ap1nst attelqlt1ng eY81'7thing at once though 
Dei ther or 1111 18 yawg, t1BIe for reflect.iOll and growth is necesllary and . 
there 18 auch that we can learn from the experience ot the Bockereller 
Institute for lihioh we can fieel¥ draw. They haYe had a good deal ot 
~r1ence in _e of the Il&ttlU'lI ;you II«IDtiOll 1Ib1ch will saYe UII fl'Oll 
uJdng aiatakea at the outll8t. 

I have had in writing a lavorable and enthusiaatic respon.Be frca 
Berl,in but it aust be kept ab801utely oonfidlllU&l wtU proper 
upllllllitionil haYS been made to the Berliner Acl¢jIIQ' and the Mj] lilten. 
I hope therefore that. )'ou will prot.eot thia intoraation coapletel;y. I 
look lorward with the keenest interest and the utIIolIt con1'idenoe to 
our J.s80ciation. Perhaps at Zurich, you will get suege.tions or lIee 

~eople who we ~ want. all our aobeae developll. 

With all good wishes and W&ra5 8t greetinge to )'OU and your wile. 

I remain, 

Every aincerely, 

i. 

: .. 

\ 
\ 
, 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



i 
• 

l 

• 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



1 
I 

, 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1932 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



• ... 

6tl: June 1932. 

r·· 

~. -. "" . . 
Dear X':rofe s sor Veblen 

, . , , . 

:J , C:: I J..:' . :.. .. 

I - -. \ 

. {(' 

Your.' lett el' .of ..:une 5t h r e a c r.ed mo this l!iorning . 
.. .1. 

~ ha v e had a l onr; inter Ti pw y;i th our fri en d 

an d h e i s "Feue I' : nd 1o·l amroo daftir" , 

'L1 \jf~J.rl6~'ftI~l e pal'ted .The matter is , however, much the 

to use his 

same a s 

yours since he must fi r·st t ake into his conf ide nce h is associates 

h ore a nd s t r§ig!.ten t he t h i n;:; out with Milliken v;i th whom he ha s 

no def i n i te understar~din~ but who rath er expects him to come again . 

It i s , t hpref ore,of t he hil~estimportance t La t negotiations should 

be t r eated in s t r i c t es t conf i dence, and I hav e F~omi sed him to 

say nothi~ t o any one until he has had a n oppor t unity to a r r a nge 

ma tt ers. 

I am 81ad to know t hat Weyl is i nclined to 

c ons i t1er the ma tter favorably. I see no inheren t di f f iculty about 

m~:kil1g a s t art ',';h en he f inis h es a t :;wrat:;mOl'e . It S impl y imposes 

·,. pon u s the llecessit· · of arran c ing ~Ol' 'l'o l'ldng and livinr.; qu art ers; 

a s fO l' the l u t t er, the Princeton 1= ,-!Culd probab i y s uff i c e f or the 

r est o f t he year . . 

'rhe n e\:s f rom Ame :·ica is not ,,;ood. I have had 

du ily cables , one dr. r k er than the ot h e T
' , a nd I 6.!!! in da il y tel e­

ronic co=unication , 'ith W.rs. Fle:>encl' . I ndeed, I h nd pi opb s ed to 
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drop t hiIl£;s hel'e a nd [,0 to her in Vienna for she i s n good deal 

ciisturbed but she insisted that I should not <1 0 thi s but should 

ruther f ini sh my VI r Ic in Berlin. I hop e to bO to Vielme. toni[.ht 
i .. _ ')V ..... :--.:} '.:...~t).l 

~here I shull be at the Hotel Bristol , Altes Huus , UIltil next 

'Saturday nt least . 

move " ill be . 

I will let yourJrnow by telegram what my next 

Remember me l"armly to your v;ife e.nd 
c -

_I ' 

, ; 

4 -, ( 

~ . ~ ~ ~ ! ")~ 'l 1 . 1: ! 

't_ 

:) ' , 

!;:'"'.t' "JI j"~ 

o . .t :0 :"'\ • • 1 1 

, + .... ... _. 

. , , (. 

. ' 

~ 

'.tl~lie"E! 

, ~ 

r 

, -

. ,) 

e ' t • 

-- • 

"~,.' : 
I 

" 

me' , 

~ 

., . 

'G 
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Herrn ¥r ofessor Oswald 
Pens · cn Wunderlich, 
l!'ri edlaenderweg 11, 
G(jttingen. 

Dea r ~rofessor Weblen: 

4th June 1932. 

"I,eblen, 

I reached ~erlin last night and spoke with my 

wife over the telephone. I al s o found another cable here . The n ews 

from America i s not i;ood so tha t I do not know just VJhat my future 

Thi' ''''''n< I caUad at th, Kultu~in1s"ri~ J 
in order to meet my old f riends there, IUld saw Professor·:::inde lband 

movements will be. 

and Professor von Rottenburg. As a result I have wr itten a letter , 

to Professor WeJ'l, '.~P7 of which I enclose. I hope thnt you will . . ~.....:.: 

understand that I mentioned him simply because I coUld not POSSi;7 .' 

see these men and r e f l'ain f rom answering their quest ions in a candi. 

and a st r aightforward manner . 

i neglected in wl'iting you re f.~arding t eI"!!lS IU!li 

oonditions to say that there ",ill be no difficUlty .about the. 

assistance etc. that you vlOul d need. I have the feeling. that yoo 

ou5ht to postpone writinb to l!;isenhart until 1 have myself s-een 

him. I cannot tell you how e.I~ioUG I am that every step 1 take s 

be marked by the utmos t courtesy and consideration f Ol' you and for 
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those at rrinceton und el sewhere who have ueen so lar~ely inter-
, 

ested in the lnstitute and ~ho have helped me s o freely and 

~enerOUSlY . 

?lease remember me to your wife and 

Believe me , 
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LONDON. 

23rd BY 1932 . 

Dear Professor Veblen, 

I was very deeply distressed this morning to receive 

from Poofessor .. eyl a le tter telling me of the sudden death of 

his ather . I had pl anned to leave London the da¥ after 

to-morrow going to Paris , thence to Gottingen. Pr ofessor 

.eyl tell s me that he ill be in Gottingen at the end of the 

present week or next week . I have several courses between 

which I can choose . I am going to Paris where I shall be a 

week . I could co e f rom there to Gottingen arriving towards 

the end of next week, or if you think it wiser I can go to 

Vienna for a rew days, thence to Berlin f or a eek, thence 

to Gottingen. I want , however, par ticu~ly to be in 

Gotthgen while you are still there. Will you wire me to the 

uaranty Trust Company , Paris, adVising me hich course to 

pursue"l 

, 

Pl~ase give my armest greetings to your Wife, and 

Believe me , always sincerely , 

AHAM FlEXNEil 
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RADIOyRAM 

R.C.A.COMMUNICATIONS.I NC. 
A RADIO CORPORATION OF ~MERICA SUBSIDIARY 

RECEIVED AT 64 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK. AT 

DFYHK PRK 1581 
FREI BURGBRE IS GAU 8 17 1317 

LCD VA JST I TUTE 

GOETTI~GEN WILL 
NEWYORK 

WR ITE BOAT 
VEBL EN 

. -r 3? APR 17 ~M 7 49 STANDARD TIME 

LX 5 

Telephone: HAnover 2-1811 To secure prompt action aD inquiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be presented at the office of 
RCA. COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In telephGoc inquiries quote the Dumber preceding the place of ori~D. 

",In. NO. ft. 
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April 5 , 1932 

Deal' PTofe.aor Veb1ent 

I shall probably eo11 tor :i!luroll6 on J, rn on the 

S,S • .&.~t\t8, l andl at 110e e1gbt or ten de.ye la fll'j t t 111 

about UIW 1. Would yo be good eno 1 0 roble GOo II 

oealble where you wl b a t t !me, for I a 

confer wlth ou b.tore I t e:n:y further at _ 1 Addre ·e yOUt' 

cable Vanltltuta,NeW York. 

I hopo t hat Y01: ... !r a. Veblen are thor~ y enjoying 

your voyage and are bavlng a 6d time. 

Teate I b..".d the pl - suro of Miring feesor Cont"allt 

a t luncheon. e bAd wit t co ot er l'!l'!!:!ber- 0 t e r ceton 

roup. You Werfl very nruch milne 

I am glad for yonr II e t ~t yo are 0 t o! co t:-y. 

The f1nanc1al 4ep't'ees1on continues , anfl it ia oll~l l e h£l' in 

New Yolk to escaa>e thll prevail1" loom. I shall be 1 d to 

get aW33 even t hOUP"Jl, I rnaQ enco1l..'lter eob 

those that exist here. 

cond1t.lo: worse thlln 

Pl ea e ive 11Ti111Bal1tst greetlngU to your rife and 

b elieve me 

Profusor Oswald feblan 
:Brown ShivleY & COID'OAIlV 

r sincerely, 

AdA"H"M FL£XNflt 
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January 4, 1932. 

Dear Professor Veb l n. 

/ 
Thadc: you yery muoh f or yours of the lst~ . Should tnything acc?!, to 

you in t he course of your travels t hat has uny bearing whatsoever upon our pro­

jeot, pl08.se l et me have the advantage of 1t for I lea n upon your judgment, 

experience, and s)'lll!'lltby . 

I am delighted that Birkhoff's pa er was so excellent. I have not yet 

reacbed the point of a finnl choice 6lld shell not until I have ha d M other 

opportunity of sp .... king with you, wbioh I shall seek wban I r 8llch -tho COG.Elt. 

I l~ t present to l eaye N.w York January 15th, stopping t Colorado 

Springs to v1e1t a young Barnard Professor who 18 there reoaverint ±'rom tuberoula-

I shall be at n.sadena shortly s fter the 20th shall cacmunioElte with 

you quit e prOllDtly. 

I am delighted that you f ind the automobilo a oomfortabl e nnd satisfaotory 

met h od of transportation. If I had t1lne an C01:lpnDY, I might follOlr your e~le 

but, alas, I haye neither. 

With N_ Year greetings to you, your wife, and your father , ',hom I hope 

to have t he leasure of meeting, 
JoF: 
Professor Oswald Veblen 
0/0 President E. o. Lovett 
Rice inst itute 
Hou ston, ToXAs 

Always Sincerely, 

AaRAH AM FLEXNER 
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PRIVATE BATI-tS 
AJoID CONNECTING 8A-ntS 

L.ARGE: 
SAMPLE: ROOM 
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