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Acauomic ctivities

Foun ations

FO IGK. RA OND B.

FLEX • A.

Bio raphical

Fo dick say 0 tos op~os d tudios in social sciences
propos d by dwin '. Gay (l9~), an thou~h thro h Gr en's
influ noe Rockefeller Foundation tinance In titu of
Gov rnm t t searoh 1 ter erged with rooki Institution, oors
ot 0 kefeller oundation by 1920 were olosed to all fielde but
publio health and medioine. "ut by 1920 the Foundation ha to
all intents and purpo s been captured by the ItlXS do etors. and
while eo 0 grants were made in the tol owin years for biolo
and cultural anthropolo y. the oors, although still ajar, were
for t time bei olosed ain t practically everythi except
public health and me icine. (p. 193)
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1922 Sp lman Foundation looki tor a field. Bardsley
Ruml t en in late 20's, aS80ciated with Dr. J es R. . ell,
President Carne ie Corporation who had been trained in
psyohology was appointed dire~r or morial. diately
sub itted plan to trustees plan to enter 800ial soienoes.
Twioe propitious--Worl War I had raia d many new probl s of
Booial control over physioal de elopm ntw. Rockefeller
concentrated on oney for research an men thr~ugh university
studies--lh eoonomics, sooiolo , an political 80ienc and
for investigation only an its xpenaea-- en, travel, t.

Ruml tried to break down departm ntalization or universities
which ered oross study--three Rookefeller boards spent
86 million t on 8uoh thi s as In titute or Human Relations
at Yale, the University' Institut or Psyonology and its
Psycho-Clinic ror child study, etc.--did not realize oal.
Failure due to inability to crOBS lines, erge conflioting
p rBonnel and polici s into a worki relationship. "A uniried
and integrat d pro ram of researoh does not develop automatioally
from physical propinquity under a s 1. root." (p. 196)

,.,
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M orial granted over 820 million tor development ot major
univer it7 centera ot reaearch--reault--nota le progrea in
reeognizin need for re earch in aoc sciencea; r a a ch is
cost17. d that non-aoade 0 world i8 as r to protit by the
studies.

With thie pro~~am 5 choole tor social work were establl hed:
Atlanta, New York, T ane Univereity, University of hie ago.
and ational Catholic School of Social . cienee. valuable in
develop per 0 1 which gov rent need d in Jilt depreeaion
program. Ruml also promoted en orows-fertilized in ld ae.

Ruml
,rotes or
a soeiat

retired a Director 1929
of eeono ioe at Harvard,
wi th R in pelman.

on erger and Edllund E. Gay.
took over--ha been

Fosdiok, tory £!~ Rocket ller Foun ation, pp. 192-200

,. I
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1 31-1933

GENERAL

'i GENERAL

BEARD, CHARLES A.

GEl'ERAL (ALL SCULS)

Academic Crganization

Academic Activities

Biographical

Educational Institutions

Re: Corresoondence betwe .n Beard and F1exner concerning organization of IAS.
File I-ll.

See: GENERAL - Academic Organization

".
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1931

TOvmW1i', A OID

'OLlelE

2/6

Acade c Activities

Blo rll hical

Adml stration

See a moran mr r A. J. Toynbe to Flexncr in
aoknowledgment ot the rlrst ulletin of t Instltu e, a a
request to a letter fro lexner asking hi adv10. Ie
c pliem_nts lexner on 0 grounds--th te n tio not to
take aotion prematurely, and the oieion to piok out the t
people. Fl xn r v roo s. he s~s, the two besetting slns of
our age--the crayi fo~ uick r t an the trib 1 exclusiven ss.

But h qu st ions Flexn r' 8 program as pp11ed tot he
human stu ies beoaus lexner apparently hopes to etatch the
peop e eng ing in human s tu i.s fro oute1 e distraotions.
The re8t of a 10 letter is evot d to the sterility which oOllle

o suoh detatcbment and th impor nee an the diffioulty of
prov1di ror 8tud an perla 10 at ao nt etatohment.
D I titute-- anization

'.
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193.3-1946

~G RAL AcademIc Aotiviti 8

ee Bu1 tins for work of variou8 8C OJ18.

Bulletina

'. ~ .
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1936

,IGENERAL

GBNERAL

The Direotorl

A deJll10 Aotirltiea

Academio Perlonnal

1/27

-The Inltitute hal no ord1nar,r teaohing duties and 18 therefore under no
obligations to till a ftCant post. In the ennt tlw.t a ohair beoomel vaoant ..ve~l
ooursel are open.

( 1) It _y be filled in case there is a person of luftio1ent 8IlI1Mnoe and
the lubject itself 11 atill a living one.

(2) The alllOunt expended c renrt to the treaeury to be Wled for any other
legitaate purpose of the Institute.

(3) A new profesaorahip in an entirely dirterent lubjeot can be eatablilbed,
prorlded a perlon of luffioient em1nence and productivity is ava1l.&ble •
•••The oentral tact 1lhioh 1111 aut IIIIver 10M II1ght of il en, , en.

-In principle tull ti pervai18 throughout the IllItitution. J.:crr departure
fro it would be de only in a particular calle and after the It careful scrut1uT.
In no .. instance should any eJaleption be oited. as a preolident·

Hl.nut.. 1/27/36, p. 5, Vol. a, No. ,.

l ..

. .

, ,
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1938

GENERAL

LANGER, William L.

FLEXNER, A.

/PCL1T1CS

Re: Flexner and Langer letters from File 111-10

See: GENERAL - Academic Personnel
~xmau

Academic Personnel

Biographical

Academic Activities

4/1

4/9

..
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1~3-1944

L C 10 ta •
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1943

HUMANISM

CANBY, HENRY SEIDEL

~ENERAL (LITERARY CRITICISM)

Academic Activities

Biographical

Academic Activities

Quote from Editorial Saturday Review of Literature,
"The American SCholar and the War," January-lb, 1943, p. 10
Of the humanist--"Unconsciously he has left the difficult and
doubtful ranges of interpretation, of appreciation, of valuation,
all involving the never-to~be-entirely-calculablehuman spirit,
and has throwin the emphasis more and more on fact-finding, on
the material background of human experience, upon the search
for the last detail of accurate knowledge ••• He has become more
accurate and more knowledgeable than his predecessors, and
this is good, but somehow, somewhere, the precious and nourishing
liquid of literature has been spilled from the ever more
carefully moulded goblet."

Quoted from story of the Rockefeller Foundation by Fosdick, p. 261

r ,
•,' .. "

•, ,
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1943

GENERAL

GENERAL

ROCKEFELLER

~ENERAL (POSTWAR SETTLEMENT PROJECT)

1/25

Government Relations

Rela tions WOAl

Foundations

Academic Activities

For memo on above headings see Chronological File under
1943, 1/25.

Minutes of the Trustees, January 25, 1943, Appendix A
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1 '13

AL (A ICA CIVILIZATION UDY)

12/22
12/30

ACQ e11l1c Act1v1t1 B

SClJO L v E.CO IOMIC A lD OLITIC c a ic Or an1zat10n

PRI C TO ela t1 ons OAl

DD,.." i ULfI • io r hic

Dodds to
Do s, cel1lb
Clv111&at10n

Ay elot , Dece ber 22, 1~3, and Aydelotte to
r 30, 1943, r ardl e 1n on Am~rican

tudy proJ ct.

,e ... ource.

FA (LI a Jonkins) 3/19/57, F1le o. 2.

. ......
i., t..::.
" ,
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1944

ArE L (AM JUCA CIVILI7 TION S'l.'UDY)

February

Acade 0 Actlvltlea

P 1 ETO uurv UTY elations I

in
Sa Princeton Oniv raity's syllabuB an outline course
erloanClvilization, 1944.

S e ouroe.

FA (El Jenkin,) 3/19/57, File Bo. 2.

~; 1

.,.....
.. :\
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/G At (A lCAN CIVILI TI TUDY)

Maroh d prll

Ao de io Aotivities

OHOOL 0 CO OMIC AND P tITICS Ac de io Or~anization

GUGG 1M Foun ations

WAn,.,.",,,,, •

BL CKMUR

Bi r phic 1

Copy ot me orand. on the proJ ct.

Anoth r me oran UIIl--Warren to Aydelotte on arra em nta far
study or seminar April 10, 1944.

FA (1::18 Jenkins) 3/1911+7, Pile No.2)

"
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1944 10/13

oade ~o Aotivities

Acade~o tandards

OE, HLNRY ALLAN

AYDI!.LOT , F.

B ogra>hioal

From Ay elotte to Moe, Ootober 13, l~.

"There are oertain aspeots of my plans for the In titute wuioh I
have not been quite prep d to put into my report because t ey are still
in the dream stage, and premature di oussion of them might have the same
effect as digging up eeds to see Whether they are growi ." lie
characterizes uch re earch done in the Un1ted States as similar to
bUb)- w k dono in the kinderjarten. Small footnotes to tories Ph. D.
au ects assigned for the ntal xerci e and ·ot tor the usef ~ness.

"Scholars of superior abil1tEati8 impatient of Buoh ~th 'Ci, and a
certain number of men wao come here/to be p rsuaded that lIhat they are -L>

doing is not worth While, and that they should undertake BomettJ.i. ITT

greater significanc in the world of cholarship. The re ult 1a that

, - . .• ~.r., ,
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re ~ enee t the nstitute sometimes p vents men 1'ro nblinhi tne e
little footnot s to J.stOl'y anc. to oiene of whie our 1 a nEJ ubl1oations
are 0 full and w.ioh applic t for Gug nheim ello S lips often list at
such great Ie tho II

Ortho ox sonolar n plooaer hate thete larger probl ms.

e diseu ses a number of sue ideas ieh he ay he s De n
di eURsin w th v rious members of the culty fo soveral y ar.: (1) A

emln l' on e 100racy anu pIa i • or perh p n philo ophical a pect
l' econom c '" icilwould include que tion or pro.'it vs. pow l' as an

economic lotive. (2) eminar on economic and political phenomena of
classical times h vin a beari on t ny. oen! sens tiona but a
discussion of many proolom , soci 1. olitical. a n economic of the ancient
worl w ich are lias ob Warren aye. as m ern II walter Lipomann.
(3) A~ric n civilization tu y concernin eoonomic. classics. hi tory,
politics an the lstory of cienc with pplie tion to the teaohing
problem which all oolleges an universities 11 face im ediately after
the war.

File •• enry Allen oe

" .
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1947

vlSOCIAL • CII!.NCE

PIIILOSOPIIY
WARRE , R.

Warren I ellorandWII, "Toward a

4/30

Ac emic Activities

Bl0 raphioal
oolal P i10 ophy."

A File - (On shelf ong "No Date" t11 s--entitled "Institute"
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around 1~9

V"GEPERAL

STEWART, W. W.

Aoademic Aotivities

Biographic 1

ent to Oppenh iMer by 8 ew t, a qu te e fir t lard
of t h ocll: or larvar. "ran lat10n 1s by Cher i a.

"The world cannot endure wlth~ut justi 1ta d1 ferencea,
but aoho arship p rish 1 1t 0 ot lve r ble a
olear-out erlnltlon an oon enta to abate anyt tn 0 their
contra ta. fc 01 r p do s not ofter eftoe aa pr ac r do
or heart 1a-eaa8 a 0 poeta. t the few who ta e upon the Belvea
th yoke f contemplation (d wpets) are providi tor the
continu os of lire an activity in the spirit of Mank1nd
an are eepi aw ke t en 1 B a pirat10n an endle a
yearn1 tor knowledge. Thl is not ev rytbi ; but it 1a
nev rtheleaa 0 much that thoa rew ust not complain if the
atake that they pledge ror 1t 1a a lire full of doubt and
reatl anea, of renunoiation an lonelineaa."

by dward chwartz

•
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1949

PSYCHOIDJY Acadeic Activities

ll/lS

Ten psychologuts were 1nv1ted to attend a centerence at the Institute C1'1er the
Thanksgiv1nc ho1~. The purpose wall to d1acuae 1ntol'lllally scme ol the current
methodological probl_. The D1rector thcught that perhaps we should have a lev
1nd1v1.duals at the Inatitute vorldng on pllychol.og1cal prob1_.

Exec. ee-. ll/lS/49 p. 2

.r,"
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9;;0 2/21

ftY LOGY Aea le Aetlvltl a

0 10 raphieal, •
TI (.on J.!.C '0 I lID) oa 10 P rao el

tor reporte th con!' "e on syc 010 1 &1 .,t oiea
wa In ovemoer to asoertain h ther ther ar any problems
in tho 010 which would yield to stu y. Dir otor oonoluded
st y not feasible at t 18 time, but t izecto fou that
two the b rs or the conteren:: e (of prox ly 10),
so t nkere, wanted to come to tho .lnatitut in t future •

. ecutive Co ittee Minute, eb. 21, 1950
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1951

y"GE
• }~"'I/;CJ

~t.. 0 I ,-,~.t:/O;TJ CS

L (SOCIAL CIENC ) Aoademic Aotivitiea

SDICK, YMO io raphioal

Appraisal and oritioisM, Chapter XVIII.

Justification and comparison with tural aoiences.

!B! story 2! ~ Rooaeftller Foundation, Fosdiok, pp. 229 ft.

~ :, ... t

, .
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1952
1953

TION I AD I T TION

9/29
4/2

Acade c erao n 1

Aoade c Activities

Direotor noted format ion of a panel on psychology for
conference to explore posaib 11~ 8 ot work in the general
fiel of psyoholo yl llru r 01 l~vard, Meehl ot

Univ. of Hi esota, Mill r of M. I. T., To n of
To n ot LoS Angelea, or of -arvar, pt. er

April 2, he announoe that the e ti d een hel ,
an it oon idered about S Dam S tor possible year mem ershipl
in yoholo y. Conai er d wer dward O. Tolm , of Calitornia,
Leo POltman ot Calitornia, Hans Wallach of Swart re,
S. 8m1th Stevens ot Harvard, Jean Piag t of Switzerland.
This va. the a vieory panel on p YOhol08Y.

Paculty

,

inutea, 9/29/52 an 4/2/53

. ..~:~
/;:i. ~
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1953

ITI:RAW

T ' TICS

KORSE, HARSTON

PA CFSKY, ERWIN

OPPENHEIMER, R.

Academic Activitie.

Biog raphic al

orse said Panof.ky ,.pprav d T. S. 1iot W 0 wa • pon ore by
obert Oppenhe ere Creatlvlt1 not I. A. S. fi 1d--but math m tic.

pretends to be creative.

Interview wIth Korse, 12/13/55
, ,....

(.~ '\0 ",. .
I •

" .1\
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