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December 17, 1934.
Dear Dr. Flexmert

Frankfurter has recently sent me 211 his correspondence
with you and written me a letter in that co-mection, copy of
vhich I enclose. ¥y mother's death a2nd a beastly cold, which
kept me in ved for several da s, have delayed my reply until
today. Indeed, this is dictated from bed though I am planning
to be up and around this afternoon.

As 1 think the matter over, it sec s to me that
FrankTarterts difficulty is precisely shat I said in myv letter
to him, i.e., that he confuses the fuiection of a trustee a little
bit with that of tie alministrator. Just as professors must be
left in freedom, so far ss teaching 1s concerned, so must the

"~ administrator be left in freedom as to the details of his werk

-and be Judged by results,
LK

I I am deli:nhted to hear the news of vour letter from

o
© Adams, and glad that we shall not need = meeting of the Executive
Committee beiore the repular Board Meeting on January 14th.
With kindest regards, Fam

=

Yﬁnsshwmmhq

e
= =1

e

Dr. Abrahar Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
December 12, 1934

Dear Aydelotte:

I have had 2 lons letter from Adams of
2 most charminz and colperative kind, It appears from
thig letter that, if Enrschak is to come over to the
United States, the best time would be the spring vacation,
Such being the case, there will be no need of an Executive
Committee meeting to consider the matter in advance of
the regular Board meeting which comes on January 14,

With all good wishes,

Ever sincersly,

R
President Franlz Aydelotte —
Swarthmore College /
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:ESH
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Dear Dr. F . exner:

I Lhave jour letter of November 23rd
and shall do nothing until I hear from you after you
nave nad a reply {rom the VWarden of All Sculs. I am
taking up the guestion of Pznofsky with members of
the Faculty.

Yours sincerely,

Dr., Abrzham ¥lexner, Director _
Institute for Advinced Study \ i
Princeton, N. J. ‘

ra X s
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 23, 1934
Dear Aydelotte:

As far gs I cen now see, December 18 would
probably be & good dete for the Executive Committee
meeting, but I should prefer thet no meeting be called
until I have heerd from the ¥Warden of All Souls to whom
I heve written regarding Marschek.

fhen you write to Panofsky, you ere free to
mention thet I have expressed to you the hope that he
will eccept the invitetion,

With ell good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

President Frank Aydelottie e
Swerthmore College v ’

Swarthmore, Penneylvenia /”_7

AF:EZB
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ALANSON 5. MOUGHTON
Chatrman
HEESERT M. MAASE
Fuce-Chairman
WALTER W. STEWAST
Fice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LAIDASDORY
Treasnrer
184 A SCHUR
Assistant Treassrer
FEANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHER §. BAILEY
Assnustant Secretary

ABEAMAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institste

¥y dear President Aydelotte:

(roUXDED BY LOUTS BAMBIECER AND MRS, FILIX FULD, 1930)

20 NASSAU STREET
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CAELE ADDEESS : VANSIITUTE PRINCITON NEW JERSEY

Hovember 20, 1934

I have received yowr letier of the seventeenth

to Dr. Flexner while he is in Washington.

I am sure that he will

reply to you promptly upon his return in reference to the date of

the meeting of the Executive

The title of

Codices Iatini Antiquiores.

Committee.
Professor E. A. Lowe's book is

You may be interested to lmow that

Professor Edward K, Rand, 107 Lake View Avenue, Canmbridze, Massa-

chusetts, has written an excellent review of the Codices.
tunately Dr. Flexmer has not = copy at hand that I can send to you.

The professor, connected with the Warburg Library,
is Dr. Erwin Panofslky, 114 Prospect Avenue, Princeton, New Jersey.

Dr., Panofsky spenis Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in New York

City.

President Frank Aydelotie
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

Yery truly yours,

Unfor-

TEUSTERS
FRANK ATDELOTTE
EDCAR §. BAMBERCIR
ALFX1S CAREEL
ASTAHAM FLIXNER
FELIX FRANKTURTIR
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN L HARDIN
ALANSON 3. HOUCHTOX
SAMUEL 0. LYIDESDOXP

FLOKENCE K. SABIN
WALTIE W. STEWART
FIECY 5. STRAUS
OSWALD VERLEN
LEWIS H. WIID

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOU1S BAMEBERCER

‘7 ﬂc/rwez
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November 19, 1934,

Dear Dr. Flexmer:

Since Mitrany sent me a2 copy of his pamphlet,
I am returning the one you so kindly lent me. I read
Lt with the keenest interest, =2nd am passing 1t around
to some of our men here.

¥ith kindest fegards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.



ALANSOX B. HOUGHTON
Chairman
HEERERT W, MAASS
Fice-Chairman
WALTER W. STEWART
Fice-Charrman
SAM UKL D. LEIDLSPORF
Treasurer
IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHER §. BAILEY
Ainstant Secvetary

AMBAHAM FLEXNIR

Directer of the Inatitute
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(FOUNDED Y LOUIS BAMBEAUER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTILY
FRANK AYDELOTTE
OFFICE EDGAR 8. BAMBERGER
20 NASSAU STREET ALEXIS CAXRIL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFUITER

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
JOMN B HARDIN
ALANSON 3. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF
HEIESIET H. MAASS
FLORENCE K. SARIN
WALTER W. STEWART
November 2, 1934 PERCY 5. STRAUS

@SWALD VEELEN

LEWIS H. WD

CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE FRINCEATON NEW JERSEY

LIFE TRUSTERS
LOUTS BAMELACER
MES. FELIX FULD

President Frank Aydelottie
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, femnsylvania
My dear Fresident Aydelotte

I am sending you herewith the Minutes of
the Hegular leeting of the Institute for Advanced Study,
held October 8, 1934, Please send me any corrections
which the Minutes seem to you to require.

Very truly yours,
~ 7 Y/
vzt 2. [Jote,

Assistant Secoretary
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October 29, 1334,

Lear Dr, Flexmer:

In reply to vour letter of October
287th I an glad to send yon my approval of the
appointee t of Professor Morse snd of the invi-
tation to Professor Marschak to visit Princeton.

I assume that this invitation te
Professor Harschak will be made without any
commituent on the part of the Insti'ute to
offer hiam a position or on his part to accept

it.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abreham Flexner, Ulrector
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New 9arsey
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Jwarthmore, Pa.

October 27, 1934.

Institute for Advanced Study
to Frank Aydelotte, Dr.

October 8th, trip to Hew York to attend meeting

of the Trustees:

Philadelphia to New Iork and return 27 98

Tips and taxis : 1 60
deals oa train 1 35
Totel 210 98
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANION 3. BOUCHTON (POUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBIRGEE AND MEL FILIX FULB, 1930) b parii

Charrman FRANK ATDELOTTE
MEABERT HL, MAMS orrice EDOAR §. RAMBERGER
Fice-Chairma STREET ALEXIS CARREL
WALTER W :::-.sn ’ G ABRALIAM FLEXWEL
35 . PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
Fice-Chairman » JER FEih o8
SAM UEL D. LEIDESDORF CANLE ADDRESS: VANISTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOH¥ 2. RaAzSI
Treasurer ALANION B. ROUCHTON
I3A A SCHUR SAMUIL D, LEIESDORY
Asnsiant Treasurer WERSERT S MaASh
PRANE AYDELOTTE FLOEENCE L. SARIN
WALTER W, STEWARY
Secretary QOotober 27, 1554 heizs A s
LSTIER 5. BAILEY SEWALD VERLEW
Assistant Secretary KA

ABRAMAM FLEXNER : . LIFE TRUSTERS
Director of the Instiiute LOUIS BAMBERCER
MES. FELIX FULD

Dear President Aydelotte:

At the meeting of the Board held October 8th I stated in my report
that the mathematioal group of the Institute feel that there is a gap in their
ranks which it is important to fill. They have been pondering the problem and
considering men for the past six or eight months. The Board adopted the follow-
ing resolution:

RESOLVED, That on the recammendation of the mathematical

staff, the Director be and hereby is empowered to sutmit, in

his discretion, to the Executive Committee the nomination of

an additional professor to the School of Mathematics, provided

the total budget of the School of Mathematics is pot substan-

tially increased by this appointment for the year 1935-1836.

The person chosen by the mathematiocal faculty is Professor Marstom
Morse of Harvard University. By discontinuing - at any rate, for the time being =
the visiting professorship, practically the entire sum requisite to secure
Professor Morse's acceptance of the post (§12,500 a year) will be available
without substantial inerease in the budget.

Both Professor lMorse and the Harvard faculty desire speedy action
on the part of the Institute, and as I have ascertained that it is impossible
for several members of the Executive Committee to be present at any meeting when
I am free during the coming week, I am, at the suggestion of the Treasurer, ask-

ing by mail the informal ratification of the discretionary power given to the
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October 27, 1934 -2 =

Director in the above cited resolution. I shall be happy if you are willing to
send me by wire or letter notice of your opinion,

I have also been authorized to submit to the Board a nomination in
the field of economics. I am proceeding in this matter with the utmost caution.
Professor von Neumann has been kind emough to read for me the publicatioms of
several young economists who have used, to same extent, mathematical methods.

In his judgment the ablest of the group is Professor Marschak, now & Fellow of
All Souls College, Oxford. On the other hand, those with wham I have spoken,
ineluding Professor von Neumann, are umwilling to give a final opinion until
they have had an opportunity to speak with Professor larschak in a leisurely way.
It will require a relatively small sum to bring Professor Marschak and his wife
to Princeton for four to six weeks., He ocould in this way get into personal con-
tact not only with economists and mthmtiq.m here, but with corresponding
persons in certain other centers who m“&iapoaed to help me as they helped me
in bringing together the mathematiocs group.

I should like an informal authorization to consummate the arrangcement
above suggested with the Warden of All Souls College and with Professor Marschak
himself. As soon as it is possible to have a regular meeting of the Executive
Committee, this informal action can be ratified.

I have endeavored constantly to avoid asking informal epprobation,
but in these two instances it seems unavoidable. In addition, the Board has in
both instances already committed itself with respect to the essential steps.

Hoping for a prompt and candid communication by letter or telegram,

I am
Very sincerely yours,

President Frank Aydelotte A [ f[‘*

Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
AF/MCE
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Qctober 1'?’ 195‘;

Dear Dr. Flexners \
We =zre looking forward with great pleasure to

visiting sou Fridas misht. I plan myself teo arrive

etween four amnd five o'clock, nd have promised to

to to the Veblens to teaz szt {ive to meet I[r. Schoenberg, |

whom Veblen has recomsended zs a substitute for Dresdem \

for one vear, beginning Februar 1lst. I shall then conme

back to tie Inn imiediately after tea, and Marie will,

\

be ar-iving about the szue time. I shall probably  y§
to go to Ner York to lunch with Lord Lothien, and .
come to Princetom by trzin, vhile Morie cowes from
Swarthmore in the rord.

Yours sincerely, ;

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study ,
Prineceton, N. J. !
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 10, 1934

Dear Aydelotte:

I wonder if you will get in touch with
Mr. Maass and try to fix a date when he and you and
your respective wives can come down for a week=-end
and golf. The 19th, 20th and 21st, or as much thereof
as you can arrange, would suit us perfectly.

Didn't we have a good meeting the other

day?
Remember me to Mrs. Aydelotte, and believe

Always sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte _Lj‘ I
Swarthmore College P.S. Since digating the
Swartlmore, Pemnsylvanie  gbove I have received your
letter. Finel I am sending
AF/MCE the enclosed to Mr, Maass.
AIF.
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October 10, 1934

Deer lir, 'anes
I have juet received the enclosed
from President Apdclntte, Ve is counting on having
you ané !'rn, l'aase do'm Dere the seme time that he and
Mre, Aydolotie propose to come in order that yom and he
may have your r1f same. e hoane that you can come
either Friday aftornoon or Saturday (October 19 or 20)
as you and yowr wifo may prefer,
ith ¥indeot ragrdes ond al) zond wiches,
Munys '.'iiicercly.
My, Herbert I, l'oass

20 Exchange Place
New York City

ABRBAHAM FLZANER

AV ESB
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Oectober 9’ 1934,

Deir Dr, ¥.exner:

I fiad that Yurie and 1 are free to
spend Friday night, Octcher 19th, *ith ou
in uccordance with our suz;estion. M’ plan
wiuld be to drive over souwetize during the
afternoon in geod tine for dinmer, provided
that rits in “1th _our enysrements,

‘ours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Adviaced wuud;
Pl‘inueton, N. J.

-1\
>
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October 9, 1934,

Dear Mr. Maass :

I find that S=sturd:y morning, October
£0th, will suit me perfectly, and I will De
Flad to meet jou at 9:30, either =t the Princeton
Inn or on the first tee as you prefer.

Youres sincerely,

Herbert H. Muass, Bsg.
£0 Fxchange Pl ce
New vork City
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May 22, 1934,

Dear Dr. Flexmew:

Many thanks for your letter of May 28nd., I shall
be glad %o look up Professor Hulin if there is a possibility
that we shall be able to make an appointment in Psrchology
for the academic year 1935-28.

I am glad the news is encouraging in regard to
vour baing free at Commenceument time. It would be 2 Zxeen
disappointaeat to us if you had to [all at the last sonemt.
If any appointaent should coaflict, I wonder if itwould
not be reasonable for you to ssk to be eaxcused lor that
day in view of the fuct that all the arrangements for our
Comnencenent are now conpleted? I am =t this moment read-
ing proof of your diploma.

Yours sineerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.
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M=y 7, 1934.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I have your letter of May 5th and shall undoubtedly ;
wait until the 12th. We want you so much more than saybedy
else that we are all eggemd on th:t policy. I hope very
mach you cam arrange it so as to muke rour saswer in the
affirmative.

I sm delighted with what you say = out the prospects '
for next year. Marie and I are looking forward to = visit
from you and MSrs, Flexner sometime in the near "uture. I
think our wives are =lready in touch with each other on the
subject of dates.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abranam Flexner, Virector
Institute for Advanced Study
£0 Nassau Otreet
Princeton, N, J.

Fe
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April 25, 1934

Dear Dr. Flexmer:
I did not want to seen %o press vou over the telephone

thils moraning, btut sa so ecager that you should be here lor
(oo_onaaumt that I hope you 411 uﬁmge it if rou possibly
/ can. Vinceat is comlag to give the Pnil Peta Kappa Aduress,
and I shall mske no ef'fort Lo get anvone else at Commencement
e until I hear defialtely from »ou next week. Please let me
“no+ at the earlliest convenlent moaent.
I told the Fulds the other day that we are proposing
to confer an honorary degree on you, snd they zccepted our
invitation to drive over for the Coumencesent Exercises and
for luncheoa alterwards.

Yours very sincerely,

Dr. Abraham F . exner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study .
' Princeton, N. J.

FA
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April £0, 1334,

Dear Dr. Flexners

I have tslked over with our Faculty Committee the
question #hich I mentioned to vou, »f asking Einstein to
give the Com encemnent address on June 4th, but I find that
they are completely unanimous and very decided in preferring
you, with which decision I need not ssy that I cordially
agree., I am wr ting therefore to extend to you 2 very urgent
invitation to give the Conmencesent adiress and hope very
much thet you will be willing to do it. I do not think you
will find it a burden. The address should be znywhere be-
treen twenty and thirty minutes in length on ‘ny subject
which vou may wish to select.. You c:n address your remarks
directly to the Senior Class in the form of advice concerning
their advancement in educstion or scho'arship, or you can
take the whole country for vour audience epd use this oecasion
to say anything you will concerning education in genersal.
I am sure there is no danger that you will lack {or matter.
If you are w+illing and have any question about = topie, perhaps
we can have a few minutes to discuss the matter on Monday.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abrahan Flexner,
20 Nassau Gtreet
Princeton, N. J.
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tpril 14, 1954
Dr. Abrzahem Flexner

20 Nassau Strest
Princeton, N, J*

Deeply grieved to hear of your bbother's desth Marie joins me in
heartfelt sympathy

FRANK AYDELOTTE
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\‘})/ THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(roUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MES. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTELS
ALANSON B. NOUCIITON FRANK AYDELOTTR
Chatrman ornics EDCAR 8. RAMBEROES.
HEREENT T MAMS 30 NASSAU STREET ALLXIS CARREL
Fice-Chairman AEKARIAM FLEXNER
A PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FILIX FRAN KFURTER
Tressmrer CABLE ADCERAS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JEASEY g
JOMX R HAKDIN
1A A, SCHUR =
Assistant Treaswrer PEEU
FRANK AYDELOTTE HMESEERT BL. MAASH
Secretary FLORENCE B RABIN
ENTHIR 5. RAILEY WALTIER W, STEWART
Asmitant Secretary FEICY 4. STRAUS
April 9, 1934 I
ABRAMAM FLEXNEE —_—
Darector of the Imatitute NONTRALY TRUNTERS
LOUI1S BAMBIROEE

Dear President Aydelotte:;

Following the last meeting of the Board,at which both the
President and the Vice-President were mnaveoidsbly absent, Mr, Bamberger
sugcested that the By-Laws be so amended as to permit the election of
two Vice-Presidents, thereby making as certain as poseible that a rezular
officer would be in attendance to preside at the meetings of the Board,
A change in the By-Laws to this effect will be submitted at the forthcoming
am meeting.

A further change in the By-Laws will be suggested, namely, that
in place of the present Committee on Site, which is not a standing com-
mittee, a standing Committee on Buildings and Grounds be appointed, con-
sisting of three members with the usual ex-officio members.

Sincerely yours, J/
M Hengren_
President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Colleze
Swarthmore, Pennsylvenia

AV:+ESE
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Dear Dr., Flexnert

Many thankxs for our letter of April Sth. It
would be a keen disappointment to us if anything took rou out

of the country at the ti:e of our Com:ienceuent in June, und if

you do have to go to Furope, we hope you v»1ill r'ind it possible
to delay your saii.ing until after June 4th.

I have delryed +~~Iting to vou a':out comiag
over to Princetom until I could "frure out just when would be
the most coavenient time. oince ou “re to be zwa- the first
three days of next week, it looks .o ue as if tomorrow, 3aturday,

7 morning, or Thursday, Juae 1l2th, wou'd ork best. I shall try
to telephone you later in the day to find out which of these
days will he the nore convenient..

Tl.e Oxford electors of e Esstuan Professorship
are eager to have Compton of Chicago for the next academie year,
and have asited ne to prepare suggestions for "u meeting in June
for the vear following. I sh 1l then propose to them the list
of names which we discussed and ask them o make & cholce based

upon the particular needs ol the different Schools. Ie_plan to

A ?m;.—’_?"m-—-“h

sail about the 13th of June, sto :ingf “or t o or three weeks

in England and then going on to Paris for my study in the Coll%ge F |
de France.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. Abrah:um Ilexner -

Institute for Advanced BStudy
Princeton, N. J.
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ovvices (FoUNDED BY LOUIS BAMEERGER AND MES. FELIX FULD, 1930) musTEES
ALANSON B. MOUGHION TRANK AYDELOTTE
Chatrman orrice EDGAK §. BAMAERGER
SIERBERT 1. MAASS 20 NASSAU STREET ALLXIS CARREL
Vice-Chajrman ABRAMAM FLEXN KR
SAM UEL D, LEIDESDGRF PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY BT VAN TR ”
Treasurer CANLE ADUKESS : VANSTITUTE MUNCETON, NEW JERSEY JUILHE BEERERN WALy
1RA. A, SCHUR JOHN K. HARIX
Assistant Treasurer ALANFON B, HOUGHTON

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
N aat WERNERT H. MAASS

Secretary FLORENCE K. BANIN
ESTILER §. BAILEY WALTER W, STEWART
Assistant Secretary PERCY 5. STRAUS

LEWIS H. WEED
ABRALIAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute April 5, 1934 HONORAXY TRUSTELS
LOUTS BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD

Dear President Aydelotte:

I am profoundly touched by your letter of April 4 informing
me that the Executive Committee of the Board of Manasgers of Swarthmore
College have approved the recommendation of the Faculty that the honorary
degrece of LL.D. be offered to me at your next Commencement, Should I
be in this country, it would give me the keenest pleasure to accept this
distinction. There is indeed no institution in the country which to
my mind has developed & more important educational policy than Swarthmore
College, and it is this fact that makes me so grateful for the homor
which you and your associates propose to confer on me,

May I beg you to express to the Faculty and to the Board of
Managers my profound appreciation, and %o believe me, with all good
wishes,

Ever sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte N
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania

AT:ESB
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AANSOX 8. HOUCITON FRANE AYDILOTTE
. orrIcE LDCAR §. RAMBERGER
MERSERT TI. MAAS 30 NASSAU STREET AUEE TN S
Vice-Chairman FUIKEN
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY TILLX FRANKFURTER
SAMULL 0. LEIDERDORY JULIUS FImEN waLs
Treasurer CABLE ADDNESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCITON, NEW JEESEY Jomx 5. HANY
IBA. A, SCHUR

Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE

ALANSON B, MOUCHTON
SAMUIL B. LEIDEsDORF
HEEEIET M. MAARR

Secretary FLORENCY K. SAMIN
PsTHER & manEY April 4, 1934 ;n.t::.v":;:rm
Assistant Secretary

LEWIS il WD

ABRAMAM FLEXNER
TONURARY TRUNTEES

Director of the Institute LOUTS BAMAERCER

MRS, FILIX FULD

Dear Aydelotte:

VWhen I told Anne last night that I had asked you to
drive over for a talk I got a very severe rebuke, and I confess I
was stupid. We should infinitely prefer that you and Mrs., Aydelotte
come over for dimner and spend the night. If this is at all
possible within the next couple of weeks, call me by telephone and

we can arrange & day. And how about that golf match over a week-end
between you and Mr, Maass?

Ever contritely,

Lhs

President Frank Aydelotte
Swartimore College
Swartlmore, Pennsylvania

AF/MCE
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ALANSON 5. HOUGIION
Charrman

oFricE

HERREET I MAANS 20 NASSAU STREET

Vice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDRSDORY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Treasurer CABLE ADDEESS @ YANSTITUTE PRINCITON, NEW JURSEY

1A A SCHUR

Auistant Treasmrer
FRANK AYDELOTTE

Secretary
ESTHES 8. BAILEY

Ausistant Secretary

ANBAILAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Aydelotte:

April 3, 1934

I was very zlad to know that you and your wife had gotten a little

bit of a vacation., I think I might have done well to follow your example, but
somehow this first year I have felt that I ought to stay on the ground, for,
though there has not been a great deal to do, there has been a lot to cbserve
and to think about,

I wonder whether it would be possible for you to drive over one of
these fine days, take either lunch or dimmer with us, and give me a chance to
canvass with you some of the subjects which will probebly come up at the annual
meeting, The only impossible days are Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of next
week, when I shall have to be away.

I am delighted to know that Dresden received a Cuggenheim grant,

1 hope thaet he oan errange matters with Veblen and his associstes so that he
can be here for part of the time. I am leaving the matter entirely to the
mathematical group in this case, 28 I have done in other cases, which is, I am
sure, the procedure you would yourself endorse.

With warm greetings and best wishes,

Ever sincerely,
President Frank Aydelotte Cl . 71,‘

Swarthmore College
Sﬁtlnnore. Pennsylvaniea
AF/MCE
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p

J March 24, 1934

N
“b&? elotte:

Many thanks for the copy of your letter

to Valentine. I hope you can succeed in getting

~ ~for-me a copy of Mrs. Collins's letter. It is
1
‘-h

T:‘o"rtninly discouraging to have to deal with such
lumpkins in high position. Eleanor, by the way,
if I remember correctly, sized Mrs. Collins up quite
accurately some years ago.

Ever sincerely,

0.

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Fennsylvania
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Dear Dr, Flexner:

Y have a choice bit of
literature for vou if I can get hold of
an extre copy.

I have just written the
enclosed letter to Valentine sh:ut it,
and hope tanet he will menage & little
article in the American Oxonian. Truly,
we have &n sstonishing civilization!

Yours sinecerely,

Dr. Abrehem Flexner, Director
Institute for advanced Study
20 Nasessu ttreet

Frinceton, Hew Jersey



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

e -

Céfra/-'i/(’f'é/woc.

Sane b, .
They Teach
This Game in
Colleges Now!

George Edward McCandlish, 18
years old, left his room in the Con-
gress hotel Saturday evening for a
stroll about the loop, McCandlish, a
sophomore at Swarthmore college,
Swarthmore, Pa., had stopped in the
city to visit A Century of Progress
en route to his home in Seattls for
the summer vacation.

As he paused in front of the hotel
an affable middle aged man engaged
him in conversation. The youth told
him of his visit to the city and that
he was leaving on a midnight bus for
his home.

@®imost an 0ld Friend.
“This is a coincidence,” the man
exclaimed. “I lived in Philadeiphia
for many years and know Swarthmope
well, My name is John Coughlin. I
should be delighted to walk sbout with
you. I shall show you Buckingham
fountain, one of our many sights.”
As the two watched the play of
lights on the jeiting water u well
dressed man asked them, in a marked
English accent, to direct him to * the
bullding of the British orders " at the
Falr. Coughlin sald there was mno
such structure. The stranger opened
a tirade on things American.
Coughlin, awaiting & proper chanoce, |
drew MecCandlish aside and said:
* Let's take some of the cockiness out
of this Britisher, I'll suggest match-
ing pennies. You always show heads
and I'll show talls We can't lose.”
McCandlish agreed. The stranger,
who gave his name as Joseph Davis,
said he did not know the game, but

would play.

Sent Away for Money.

The game went on till Davis lost
§100 to the youth. *I'm willing to
pay,” sald the Britisher, * but I'a like
iomthaonlorofnnrmmrﬂut.
I"'m not playing unless ¥You could have
pald me if you had lost.”

“0. K,” replied McCandlish. * Just
!u!thmﬂ.!llcolnmrhomud
get the money."”

A short time later the student ap-
peared in the South State street police
station. * Are you Interested in eatch-
ing two petty racketeers?” he asked
of BSergits, Benjamin Benson and
Michael Morley. After hearing his
story they accompanied him to the
fountain, where they arrested Davis
and Coughlin,

At the detective bureau Davis was
revealed to have been arrested §0
‘:‘ since 1616 and Coughlin as

¥ times since 1917 for operating
confidence games,
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= “:“"“' (FOUNDID BY LOUIS BAMSIROER AND MES. PELIX FULD, 1§30) TEUSTELY
S0N B HOUGHTON ERE
Chatrman orrice m‘s‘m
umsiry u.'urca . 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXTS CARREL
e L hirmds AMRATAM FLEXNIR
Sy PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKYURTIR
Treaswrer CABLE ADDREES ! VANETITUTE PRINCITON, NEW JERSEY TUEVS SRR WAL
! JUNN B, SARDIN

Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHIR b BAILEY
Assistant Secretary
= ANRANIAM FLEXNIR
Darector of the Institute

March 21, 1934

ALANNON B. HOUUNTON
BAMULL D, LEIDESDOLY
HEERLET B, MAMS
FLORENCE B SARIN
WALTIS W. ITEWMRTY
FIBCY & STRAUS
LEWIA B WEID

HONORARY TRUNTERS

LOUIS BAMIERCLR
MES. FELIX YULD

Dear Aydelottes

Thank you for the time and
thought you have given to the correspondence
with Frankfurter, After further reflection
I have decided to send it, because, as it
seems to me, though we do not want “Tea-mer:’on
the board, we do not want cantankerouns men,

Plbe-ny vibs,  2.93
and I think he ought to understand that once

Ty v Tox1's L
. and for all. Though his letter was not the
I I ‘%1 ’o l‘
p firet of the kind I have seen, it seems so
p. 73 ‘

TdA unprovoked and needless, not to say ungentlemanly,
that I believe that the air should be cleared
before needless unpleasantness results,

With all good wishes,
Ever sincerely,
.I‘, -t 6 - fv

|_‘._‘j'.a ok ;' P.B.

e ” Mre, Balley will be glad to send you a check for your traveling expenses
e b in attending the Executive Committee on March 12, if you will send her a
_'/ rr-, | memorandum, AT,

./'J..'r e o v tr President Frank Aydelotte
e }I» Swarthmore College
§onamnnd UL 4 (1.4 Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania
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(roUNsm SY LOUIS BAMBEACIE AND MIS. FELIX FULD, 1930) OIS
ALANBON 3. WOUCHTON FRANK AYDILOTTE
Charrman orrc EDCAR 3. BAMBERGER
HEESIET . MAMS 20 NASSAU STREET ALEX1S CAEREL
Fice-Charman ARLAMAM PLEXNIR
SAMULL §. LEIDERDORF PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FILIX FRANKTURTIR
Treasurer CASLE ADSEENE ! VANITITUTE FRINCITON, NEW JERSEY m:-mm
A A scnmuR . ALANION B, HOUSHTON
Asgistant Treasurer ' g
FLANK ATDRLOTTR WEEMIET H. MAMS
Secretary FLORENCE 2. SANIN
ESTHER §. BAILEY "G WALTEZ W, STEWART
Asnztant Sccvetary PESCY . STRAUS
Harch 14, 1934 R
ARRAMAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute HONGEARY TEUSTING

LOUIs BAMBIRGER
MRS, FILIX TULD

Dear Aydelotte:

Thankc you for yours of the 13th. I have made some
minor changes in the mimutes and added a few words on the subject
of mathematical physics and Dirac's acceptance.

My long talk with you was very heartening and helpful,

\ and I want you to realisze how I aporeclate your constant and
willing coBperation.

Mre, Flexner and I will come to you for a week-end or
have you here just as soon as the spring makes its appearance
in authoritative fashion. I see that we are threatened with
'a.nother drop in temperature this evening.

Eleanor's play went off very smoothly and was highly
amsing,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

P

President }:rank Aydelotte P.S
Swarthmore Collegze e

Swarthmore, P Tvas Since dictating the above, I have

told Veblen what you said to me the
AF:ESB other day about Dresden. Inasmmch as

t?gr reﬂ;ninggideerfnnggm hging made, it might be prudent
with Veblen ratger promptly, A.F,



From the Shelby

!

Harch &, 1904,

Dexr Dr, Ploxner:

There i3 5 touch of spring in the alr this morning, »nd, unless
we have amother bliszird, I chould like very much to drive up to talk
with yvou Thursdsy =ftermoon, Msreh 8th, orovided that time is convenlent
for you. ¥y plam woulc be tc leuve hore sfter lumeh, reschiing Princeton
sbout 5:50 or 4220 and lesving ot 6:00 or 6:37, If some othor hour would
suit you better, howsver, I cun o .illy djust ny'--rr-.-ngamnts to yours,

fours sinecaroly,

Dr, i‘brahss Flaxpner , Director
~—>Institute for idvanced Study

20 MNessau Strect

"rinceton, N, 'o

4‘:‘? s
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February 24, 1934

Dear Aydelotte:

I am sorry to learn that you have had a
slight relapse. Dr. Martin is quite right to keep you
indoors in this absolutely atrocious and unprecetented
weather. Do wait until there is some touch of Spring
in the atmosphere before you try to motor over here,
though, as you know, you are always welcame.

With all good wishes to you and your wife
from Anne and myself,

Ever sincerely,
President Frank Aydelotte a .d‘c
Swarthmore College
Swertimore, Pennsylvania

AF/MCE
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February 27, 1934.

Dear Ur, Flexner!

Many thanks for your note. I have heen
hoping every day to be able to propose to motor
over to see you, but the roads have beem s0 bad that
I have not liked to try it. I was troubled further-
more with a little relapse after an attack of grippe,
which snabled Dr. 4artin to plant his foot firmly
on my neck and xeep ue in doors. I am =11 right now,
horvever, and if the snow melts in the next few days,
I shall telephone to find out when vou will have a
little time free to talk with me.

Yarie Jjoins me in warmest regards to you

mt}l.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute ror Advanced Study
Princeton, Hew Jersey

Fa
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February 20, 1934

Dear Ayvdelotie:
had

I have/no word of you for the last few
days, thouzh: our latest news from lliss Abbett was
to the effect that you are recwmerating, I wish you
wonld drop me a2 line and let me 'ow how you are,

This contimmed cold keeps me practically
rousebomnd. I have never mown such an infernal
winter.

Anne joins me in warmest greetinge to
yon and lrs, Aydelotte.

Ever sincerely,

oo el L
Swarthmore, FPemnsylvania

AF:ESE
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ALANION 3. ROUCHTON
o ormics EDCAN §. EAMEIECIR

S35 A 30 NASSAU STREET R
Fice-Chairman FILIX FRANKFURTIR
~ PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SAMUEL D, LEINESDORY JULIUN FRIEDEN WALD
Treasnrer CABLE ADDRESS | VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY JUMN B, TARDIN

IRA. A SCHIUN ALANSON B, HOUGHTON
Assistant Treasurer SAMUEL D, LEIDUSDORY

FEANK AYDELOTTE >

Secretary
LATHIR 5. BAILEY

FLORENCE B. RARIN
WALTEE W, STEWART

Assistant Secretary e
LEWIS M. WIID
ABEAMAM FLEXNIR
Director of the Inatitnte mummm
Fe‘bmry 5, 1934 MRS, FILIX YULD

Dear Aydelottes

Many thanks for your letter of the fifth.
On general princivles I think you are right to reduce
the number and variety of your activities, just as I have
been reducing mine gradually for the last ten years.

I am sorry to say that I shall be in New York
Tmrsday afternoon, February 8, dbut I expect to be back
sometime Friday, thouzh perhaps not until late in the
afternoon. If you can drive over any other time in

. the afterncon, I will be glad to see you.
With 211 good wishes,
Very sincerely yours,

a4,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swartmore College
Swartimore, Pennsylvania

AT:ESB
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February 5, 1934.

Desar Dr. F exner:?

Many thanks Tor your xind letter of Jrmuary 35lst.

I returned this morning, leaving my mother quite =3 well
as could he expected. 85 e will probably continue living
in tiie house at Sullivan, 2t least for the near futurs,

with a cousin of mine st:-ing there to taie csre of her.

I want very much to talk over tLhe Eastian Professor-
ship problem with vou. If 'ou :re golng to be free on
Thursday afternoon, Febru:cry 8th, I shall be glad to drive
over to Princeton ‘or that purpose. 1 could get there
by three o'clock and would n:sve to leave in time to keep
a dinner engagement in Swarthmore.

I think your sug-est on an excellent one, to re-
arrange the Jominating Co mittee #ml v-xe Yr., Leidesdorf

hairman with &, Straus nd dr. Stewart zs the other
tvo members plus thie membcrs ex-oficio provided in the
By-Laws,

With <indest regards, I um

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abranam F.exner, Director
Institute for Advanced btudy
20 lassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

Fa
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J-onuaryv 11, 1934

Dear Dr. Flexneri

dany thanks for your letter of December 15th con-
cerning Miss Sharaff. I am very much interested im what
you say about her and shall re ort it to the Conmittee of
Selection. I am delighted # th all the personzl rood news
of your letter and look forward to seeing vou Junuary £8th
if not before.

If you have mot read Livre Jubiliare of the Collége
de France, I thin< you would be interested to loox at it
sonetine. It is a2 thrilling story and very sugrestive,
to me at any rute, for the Institute.

With k1 .dest regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
£0 NHassay otreet
Princeton, N. J.
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150 Bast 72nd Street
New York City Jamary 6, 1934

Postscript:

The above letter was held because I was under the
impression that you would not be back in Swartimore until the
end of the first week of Jammary. It is now only of historic
interest, Professor and Mrs. Binstein were here for tea
yesterday and expressed themselvee as thoroughly havpy.

The boock I had in mind is the Annuaire, and my copy
is not now up to date. If we can make the Institute an
American 11( e de France, we will have made a signal contribution
to learning, :

1. F.
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Janusry 6, 1934

Dear Mrs, Dziley:

I 2m not quite clear from vour letter of December
£2nd whether t:he meeting of the Trustees of the Institute
for advanced Study on Janusry £8th will be held in Princeton
or in New York. I should appreci:te it if you -ould let
me know by return uail so that I can make my plans accordingly.
It would suit me much bett r this tine if the meeting were
to be held in New York since I have an eng:ve .ent there at
five o'clock. If the neeting is to be neld in Princeton,
would there be any possibility of calling it a little earlier,
say at twelve o'clock?

I hope everything goes well with you.

Yours singerely,

Mrs. Bsther 8. Biley
Institute for Advanced Study
£0 Nassau otreet

Princeton, New Jersey
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J:u=nuary 3, 1984

Dear Dr. Fl.exnert
When we were taiking sbout the College de France

o in Canada last suwmer you promised to lend me 2 hook on the
subject. I have, meanvhile, been looking up the subject myself,
and during the Chrisémas Vacation I read :ith fascinating inter-
est the Livre Jubilsire from cover to cover. It is the most
honorable and dramatic record imaginsble of t:e coatribution of
a single iastitution to science and scnolarship. I zm now order-
ing Abel Lefranc's Histoire du College de France, =nd I have
already ordered their new Annuszire. If the boox which you had
in mina is one of these, plezsse do not trouble sbout it further,
but if it is something different, I should be extreuely glad to
have a sigit of it,

e had a most delightful holid:y in Ilorida znd are
back, with batteries fully charged, on the job at Swarthmore.
darie joins ne in waruest good wisres to A ne and yourself for
a very happy dew Year.

Yours v-ry sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
kinc’ton' N. Jt

~o
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Aussistant Treasarer SIS
FRANK AYPUILOTTE SMEESEET L. MAASS
Secretary FLORENCE B, SARIN
LSTIER 5. BAILEY WALTIZ W. STEWAST
5 AT December 15, 1933 o s
LEWIN B, WD
ABRAMAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute HONOGRALY TRUSTERS

LOUVIS BAMABIROER
MRS FILIX TULD

Dear Aydelottes
Moe sent me the other day two blanks asking my opinion concerning

two avplicants for Guggzenheim fellowships,.

T 7o one of them I should 1ike to call your especial attention; that
of Miss Irene Sharaff, a young woman in the early 20's who designed all the
sets, masks, etc., for Miss Le Galllienne's performance of Alice in Wonderland.
She 1s desirous of studyings dramatic effects, etc., in Germany and Russia, and
I am told that what the Russians are now doing in this field is far and away the
best thing in the world. Miss Sharaff ies not only gifted as a dramatic artist
but is a girl of extraordinary intelligence and concentration; thouszh I do not

wish undlly to sway your judgment, she is the kind of person that I wonld bet on.

~—— I can tell you confidentially that I have had a long talk with Einstein
and that all the trivialities that kept him away from the dinner have been suc=-
cessfully smoothed out. Anne and I dined with them the other evening, and
last night they went to the Philbarmonic in New York with us in the box of
Mr. Beamberger and Mrs, Fuld, Some day I will tell you the details, none of
which i1s important emough to record.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,

President Frank Aydelotte d f
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF: ESB
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Noverber 12, 13338

Dear Dr. ¥ _exnert

I an very vlad to uzpurove tl.e reco .:enda-
tion for tne puyuent of $471.85 for : crlcul-ting
michine, 'nc hope that rou »1I1 order it =t once.
It woull be most unecononical to delay the work of
a highi salarlied group of professors until we could
hhave = ueetins of tie Executive Comaiitee.

Yours sincere y,

. Dr. Alranus F_exner, Director
NInstitute for Advanced Study
£0 Ylassau Street
Princeton, N. J.
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ALANSON B. NOUGHTON FRANK AvDeraTIR
Charrman OFFICE EDCAR 8, RAMABERCESR
e 260 NASSAU STREET SERRE Gl
FVice-Chairmas PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FESEN NN
SAMUEL . LEIGES00RY JULIUS FRIENWALY
Treassrer CE5LN ACOSESS YANSTITUTE PRINCITON, NEW JINALY pe—
A A scHuR ALANBON B. MOUCTHTON
Auspistant Treasurer EAMUTL D, LEIesDOLy
FEANK AYDELOTTE mt::;‘u:
il 2 : WALTER W. STEWARY
Ausistant Secretary lovember 14, 1933 FIRCY & ATRAUS

LEWIS L. WEED
ABRAMAM FLEXNER
. . HONOEARY TREUSTEES
Darector of the Imnitute LOUTS BAMIERER
ME3. FILIX FULD

Dear President Aydelotte:

The members of the School of "a'bh_unti.ol inform me that, after dis-
cussion and investigation, they require a calculating machine which will eid
them in their investigations in atamic structure, theory of statisties, num-
ber theory, and other topicse On investigation they find that the most suite-
eble machine is Inowm es the archant Calculating lachine, and that with a
discomt it will cost §431.25, In addition, the menufacturers agree to keep
it in perfect condition at & cost not to exceed (25 a year.

Though I hesitate to ask the Executive Camittee to sot informally,
I am persuaded that the loss of time which would ensue if we were to amit a
resular meeting of the Exeoutive Comittee or of the Board, is more serious
than the informal sotion which I recommend. The Committee of the Doard would
ratify any action that is taken, et its next meeting. As & nmember of the
Comittee I should myself vote mye, and I should be happy to heve your opinion
at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely yours,

Fresident Frank Aydelotte A ﬂ-n-u_/)

Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvenia
AF: GB
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lear DPr. Flexner:

Many thanks {or the ziflit of
reasrks, which 1l return here ith. 1
cabling nim to as« /metner e woul
printed in the Americ i Oxonlan,

ave accordingly kept a copy to sed

ours

. Dr. Avrahaz Flexner, Director

—~Institute for Advaanced Study
i) Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

“rang urter'!s opening

took t“he liberty of

e ~1 1ins to nave them

.«ve his consent. 1

Lto t. e editor.

sincerel ,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(roUNDED EY LOUIS BAMNEAGEE AND MMES. FELIX FULD, 1530) TRUSTIS
FRAN K AYDELOTTE
orric EDCAL §. BAMEYRCER
32 NASSAU STREET L1318 Caten
ABRAMAM FLEXNTR
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY PILIX PANKFURTIR
JULIUS FRIIDEXWALD
JONN B TARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAM UEL D. LEIDESDORF
MYEBERT M. MAASS
FLORENCE I, SABLN
WALTER W, STEWART

November 14, 1933 s

CABLE ADDERSS : VANATITUTI PRINCITON, NIW JERSEY

Director of the Institute g T
LOUS BAMEERGIR

Dear Aydelotte:
Returning to town after almost a week's absence, I find several
brief letters from you. In my judgment you are right to withdraw from boards
| of trustees, including the Institute of International “ducatiom. All these
boards do some good, but it is absolutely impossible for a man to do his job
and grow in it, unless he restricts very carefully the number of other activi-
ties in which he is interested. Now you are President of Swarthmore, head of
the American Rhodes Scholars, adviser to the Guggenheim Foundation, Trustee of
the Institute,~- and a golf playerl 1In these circumstances, I am surprised
that you do not forget your wife and son. I have this little puny Institute
on my hands, and am temporarily on the Board of Howard University, a post
which I shall give up as soon as I have reconstituted the membership of the
Board this coming spring. I mervel at the way other men can handle a dozen
different jobs outside their own.
I am very happy indeed that you all enjoyed the Institute dinmer.
We hear nice things about it fram all who were present. I wish I could have
come down to hear Weyl's lecture on the 10th, but it was absolutely impossible.
Flease thank lrs. Aydelotte for her hospitality, even though I was unable to en-
joy it. With all good wishes to you both,
Yours sincerely,
President Frank Aydelotte

Swarthmore College d‘ VA
Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania &
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

TEEErEEwTrre—
i = .4
orrices
20 NASSAU STREET B
PRINCETON

Yovember 8, 1933
President Frank Aydelotte
Svarthoore Colleze
Swerthmore, Pennsylvania
My dear President Xydelotte:

I spoke to Dr. Flexmer over the long
distance telephone today regerding your invitation
for Friday evening. He asked me to thank you
and to tell you how very sorry he is that he will

\| not be able to be in Swarthmore for Professor Weyl's

lecture and to stey with you at thet time.

Yery truly yoursg,

Lotk o /5:'”'7
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Noveuwber 13, 1333.

Dear Hrs., B.iley!

Honytthanks “or the minutes, which
seem to me entirely all right. Plecse tell Dr. F _ exner
we were sorry mnot to have him here on rFriday nicht.
There 1s Just & chance ve may get over to lunch «ith
the Veblens on the 27tn, in hich czse we hope we may
get a g impse or Dr. Fl.exner.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. ksther 5. Bailey
Institute “or Advanced S tudy
£) Nazsau Street

Priaceton, N. J.
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Noveabor 7, L933.

Dear Dr., Flexneri

I am resi:ninc from 2 great uny orgmpnizations of one
kindi or amother and siould lice very mach to get ~our advice
about the question of tie PMozrd of Trustees of the Institute
of Intermational Education. I thimx I sl.ould resign from tie
Board. On the other namd, the orgsnizatiom is = useful one
in directing foreigm students to the United States, and the
question has just arisen =s to hether, on the interlocking
directorate principle, mv uecbership om the Bocrd of the
Institute of Jaternational Bduc:tiom might be useful to me &s
a trustee of thie lnstitute or Advanced Study. I doubt rhether
ti.e matter is of any imocortance, hut I thou; it I would get
our advice before resi:ning de’'initelyv. 1 enclose & letter-
nead of the L.I.E. whic:. +“1il .lve rvou tne membership of its
Joard of Trustees.

.

‘ours sineecrely,

Dr. Abrahan Flexmer

NInstitute for Advanced Stud)

£0 Nassau Btreet
Princeton, N. J.
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November 4 1933 ‘¢~
Dear Dr. Flexmert
L I send you our wearnest thanks for a most delightiul visit
in Princeton. The dinner was a gre t success, and you are to
be congratulated on such 2 charming ifinasuguration o the Institu-
~Ef on its soclal side.

We had & deligshtful aight with Mr,. Bamberger and Mrs,
Fuld in South Orsnge, going with them to the Philhsruonic Con-
¢ert and returning Lo Bwarthmore Friday morning.

I can't tell you how much thev enjoved the dimnmer in
Princetom. Mrs. Puld said she felt as if she had kmown
Einstein all her life, and ¥r. Bamberger was bubLling over
vith enthusiasm for the "hich brow" societ: in vhich he has
recently been mowing. I fcel sure from their conversation that
last Friday night in Bwartinmore amn’ Wednesdsy might in Princeton
gave them both a more vivid conception of what you ure tr ing
to do snd, if possible, still further inoreused their enthusicsm
for the whole idea,

Vhile we vere in Princeton j;ou dropped s word to the
effect that you might trr to come down to We l's lecture on
Priday night, November 10th. The Veblens are coming, snd this
is jJugt to say th 't we shall have roon for you and shall be
delighted to have you if vou 'ind rou cam get away.

"~ With warmest regards, I am
Yours sineerely,
* Dr, Abrahan Flexmer,

£0 Nassau Btreet
Princeton, N. J.



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 —— R T N
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

al sl .sowudoel ewwivt ml saolisvteslll t4lpgeq 0 eew eToOm : %
#ntoq erd dox viedslberwlOétobep [31jU2988: eé Wi Lot Llve iov
Iveleselr. JBkesners 31d ols3ll s [ls eu paldvow saw s Jadd 1
bu:  [fesrldlemeslooking firwapdodton gréat p1B.sure €6 dining |
bmkth -you tomorr w Blent aidi spending tie night in Prideéeton.
e Mapdecand Liplanstidcarrive .at tié Prinoeton Ina :fout siF
 ,ano1izobelocke ! Pesthaedhitiwe would whidg S@r #dll ‘clabdodnd play
diod sapoundstheqcaurse theinext dsriing/ thds 'soniining # plédsant
Jouting ebththesopportusity Jte get &IU1t Phe Wore “inP1NATELy
basaqauatnted eith othe stopaf sphy Tofiotie sMind I #p *thé Vsdké e
ol eBdture ‘de liber: ti ansof lve BPte Comii tted, MR ¥ Smer
$ro7: hagdal( prozided taipldy e soddd wids e, © Wélthén PLdha ‘to
1 finiive con Thusudey st te moan o6 South Urdnge ‘fo ‘spedd the night
antosridh diese Fukb bhad M bBuibeargse D av 0 AL AT S8 lget o
little ureak dihvs ovay’ By thé aiddie OF the Weell, WEnHEGL as
sverthe sendes «of Waylrsidectimwes oy Fpdiday bip#e edd sose lectures
oo whkoh: ouw Econamies Uspartientiare h-wihg o the NHA on Bundoy
o/md gt o Rupliie beky” [ikioowr wides~ends for' an dhde? tnite tine to |
31 oM. beblvorg  o1wioel ellveW ol pnedell bme ew dilw Jdginm ,'
a3 o o Lie duaie; Ry o tworbp e Wede WiATS 4l ok’ Whan' 1 a
blueen dield gowe [Me verbatilbiize chne tol Euelr Lntl iive WIaP both |
of them and have become very fond of thehsPErsenelly S wevl's '
A1t Lecture was @ brildient; alThiry « trirleléver the heads .
of the audiemce but very machl admiied ®&y @ll those o' toald 1
understapdl dtyonhd cndneluded, I sa glad to say, a great mamy
Swarthmore undergraduates who. have more mathenatics than the

Preaident, Imcidentally, Weylohas: dacided: to!make" '
ve y:[.by: & beonsvbA 107 “m

do0138 1 ssesl 02
L M sofeonlrqd



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3/ Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

more use of popular illustrations in future lectures. e is
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THE IIBFSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

OFFICERS y\/‘. (FOUNDED BY LOUIS DAMBIROER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1030) TRUSTEES
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
FLAN K AYDELOTTE
Charrman orricE EDOAR lfllm
MERSERT H, MAASE 4 }‘ 4 20 NASSAU STREET ALEX1S CAZREL
Vice-Chairman o/ ABRAIAM FLEXNEE
SAMULL D, LEIDESDORY - / PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY .
Treasurer CABLE ADUXESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY A A
. oo JOHN k. HARDIN
Assistant Treasurer ™ ml:: : um:m“um
FRANK AYDILOTTE \ [ HERBERT M. MAASS
Secretary FLORENCE R. SARIN
ESTHER 8§, BAILEY 1 N WALTER W, STEWART
Assistant Secretary October 13, 1933 PERCY . STRAUS

LEWIS H. WEED
ABEAIAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute HONORARY TRUSTEES
LOULS BAMAERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD

Dear Aydelotte;
I was very sorry indeed that you were prevented by the death of your
brother-in-law from attending the meeting last Monday. I hope you received the
telegram which we sent conveying to your wife and yourself Anne's and my sympathy.
The Board was greatly pleased to learn that.- Weyl had accepted the post
in the Institute. He has wired me that he and his family are sailing on the 5.8
Laconia from Liverpool tomorrow, October 14, Profescor Veblen will meet him on
his arrival and help him to make the proper disposition of his two boys. Whether
they will spend the night in New York or not depends upon the hour of their landing.
Would you believe that we have in the School of Mathematics twenty
workers, almost without exception persons who hold rank as assistant or associate
professor in this country or abroad? One of them, who is the husband of a grand-
daughter of Ehrlich, was expecting to go to Harvard, When he came to Princeton
and saw what was offered, he sent for his wife and child and settled here. No
salesmanship was employed to get him to do this - quite the reversel He told me
himself at tea the other day that he kmew of no such opportunities in mathematice
anywhere in the world as exist now in Princeton.
Remember us wamly to Mrs, Aydelotte, and believe me

Ever sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte a f
Swartimore Collegze i
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania )

AT. WSR
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

OFFICIRS

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERCER AND MRS, PELIX FULD, 1930) TAUSTERS
ALANSON B. HOUCHTON PRANK AYDELOTTE
Chatrman orrics EDCAR 8. BAMBERCER
HERSERT M. MAASS 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXIS CARREL
Vice-Chairman ABFANAM FLEXNER
TR PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
Treasurer CAULE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY JULINS ERTEOS S MsY
1RA. A, SCHUR JOHN R, HAXDIN
Assistant Treasurer R
SAM UL D. LEIDESDORY
FRANK AYDELOTTE MERBERT H. MAASS
Secretary FLORENCE R. NABIN
ESTHER §. BAILEY WALTER W. STEWART
Assistant Secretary PERCY 8. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED
ABRANIAM FLEXNER Octob er 3 ’ 1933
Director of the Institute HONORARY TRUSTERS

LOUIS BAMBIRCER
MES. FELIX TULD

Dear Aydelottes

Many thanks for yours of the second. We made
a peaceful, quiet, and promising start yesterday. I have seen
the workere one by one in the past week, and they are certainly
an.aarneat groupe They are making their own individual arrange-
ments with the members of the faculty who are here.

e I am delighted to have that clipping from the
Spectator. I shall show it to Professor and Mre, Einstein by
way of convincing them that they have made themselves ridiculous.
Meanwhile, I have a letter from Mrs, Einstein which shows that my
repeated cables and letters have at last brought them to their

senses., They asked to be protected from reporters and to avoid

New York.
~ With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
President Frank Aydelotte G. 4

Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF;ESE
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Jetober £, 1933.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I was very much interested in Mrs. arnordls
article in yesterday's Nev Y rk Ti{mes, znd hope that
the Institute is making a peaceful and pr mising st-rt
today, zs I au sure it 1s. You will be amused at
the encl.sed clipping Irom the Londomn Spectator.

With warmest regards, I am

Yours sineerely,

Dr. Abrahus Fl.exner, Director
stitute for Acvanced Study

£0 Nasszu Btreet

Princeton, Hew Jerse;
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

arricERs (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMMIZSIZ AND MES. FELIX FULD, 1930) B
ALANSON B HOUCHTON FLAN K ATDELOTTE
Charrman orrics IDCAR §. AMBERGER
LIEIERTY I MAMS 20 NASSAU STREET ALEX1S CARKEL
Fres Chvionin PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX TRANKFUETIZ
Treasurer CABLE ADDEEAS i VANATITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JIRSEY JOHN b HARDIN

IEA A ECHUR

ALA¥IOX B, HOUGHTON
Assistant Trearsrer SAM UL D, LEIDESDGRY
FIANE AYDILOTTE HEEREEY JL. MAASS
Secretary FLONENCE R, SABIN
ASTHER §. BAILEY WALTER W. STEWART
= Assistant Secretary September 26, 1933 PERCY 8. STRAUS

LEWIS M. WEED

ABRAIIAM FLEXNER
Director of the Inatitste T

LOUIS BAMEIROER

MES. FILIX I'ULD

Dear Aydelotte:
This morning comes the following fram Weyl, dated Zurich:

"THANKS FOR ALL YOUR ASSISTANCE IMMIGRATION FRESENTS NO DIFFICULTY
SHALL WIRE FORMAL ACCEPTANCE AS SOON FAMILY IS SAFELY OUT OF GERMANY"

I went to Washington last Friday in order to see the State Department re-
garding problems of visa and immigration. They were extremely helpful,
and undertock in Weyl's case to cable the Consul in Zurich immediately to make
no difficulty about him and his femily., But what a situation this cable
revealsl

Many thanks for the renewal of your invitation, which Mrs. Flexnmer
end I will sccept just as soon as things are moving smoothly here. lMean-
while I have written Mr, Maass to remind him that you and he must have your

golf game down here - else, why should you be trustees of the Institute?

President Frank Aydelotte Sincerely yours,
Swarthmore College _
Swarthmore, Fa. a j_ /
AF: GB ?

P.S. Poll, whose original training was general biology, has been
pensioned. If you have not filled your chair, you will not be likely to
get a man of his wide range of interest, of his eminence in research and his
skill as a teacher, in this country. Whether he is obtainable, of course I

do not know.
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seutauber 215' 13358,

Der Dr. Flemers

I am delizhted to hear Weyl's reply, vhich
I tke 1t, he means us an uncuslified acceptance.

I #4ll send you Haveler's book tomorrow,
) next dit. Toe truth is that I oresented this copy
tn Scholz in return for rezcing it, ordering amother
from Gerxz ny, which has not vet arrived, but meanvhile
I will borrow Schol:'s and send it om to vou.

We are sorry not to see you and Mrs.
Flexmer before term Le ins, bat we hope for that pleasure
a 1ittle later.

Yours simgerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
10 Eust 4Znd Street
New York Ci‘y
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

TIcIRs (rouxpep 5Y LOULH BAMBEEOER AND MIS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTIES
ALANSON B HOUSHTON FLAN X AYDELOTTE
Charrman ornc EDGAR §. BAMBEROEX
IERSERT H. MALSS 20 NASSAU STREET ALIX1S CARREL
Vice-Chairman ASEANIAM FLEXNIN
PRINCETON, NEW
e ' N JERSEY mn“mvvl:l:“
Treaswrer CAMIE ADOEESS : VANITITUTY FRINCITON, NEW JURASEY e e

JUMN K. WARDIN
ALANSON . HOUCHTOX

TAA A SCHUR

disistant Treasurer SAMUEL D. LLIDESDORP
FRANK AYDELOTTE HEASERT M. MAASS

Secretary FLORENCE . SASIN
BATHIR A RAILEY WALTIA W, STEWART

Ausistant Secretary September 14, 1933 Bobersrgrdlone

LIWIN B, WITD
ARRAIIAM FLIXNIR

Directer of the Institute MONGEARY TXUSTIES
1OU1S BAMBEROIR
Dear Ay delotte: MAS, FELIX TULD

I do not yet know definitely whether Courant has or has
not accepted the Cambridge offer, but Weaver of the Rockefeller Foundation
has cabled to Paris in order to find out for me. The difficulty about
Neugebauer I now find is that he is the editor of a German journal and
that he contimmes to hold this post. Whether he could find a substitute
for a year I do not know. I agree with you that the Executive Committee
would make no difficulty should Courant be unavailable, I have written
Veblen and shall keep you informed,

I thoroughly agree with you about Einstein, There is
nothing to be done until he reaches Princeton and recovers his egquilibrium.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

u.j‘r

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College /
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:ESB
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JDegolone poy dolow elsltedam ord [ls nwdet I
oltdemonood edd Mo naldellpd ead? Mo ygoo avixe ns rflw wsdiencd
od dud ,yqgoo "Dewv" Septetben iRy WPV top I doldw gpieloo
sB807g o Tl0 o1 yeri? 22 mOoe B oD wWoo o seelmon
Dear Dr. Flexner:
3 ‘lf-:? aémn?;r your letter of September 8th.
I m enthusiastic over the 1dea of bringing Neugebauer to the
Institute next year in the place of Courant. Sarton's latter
eaxel madaedd .

is very impressive, and 1t seems to me extremely rliirely lﬂllﬁ [
Neugebaner will make a more interesting addition . gro::p
than Courant would have dones I do not think there would be the
slightest difficulty in getting the consent of the Executive Com=
mittee to thiq use of the funds appropriated for Courant. I can-
not makke out from $hur sentence whether you have said anything to
the other members of the cormittee, but if you do, you can quote
me as warmly in favor of the propogals If for any reason you
would prefer to have me circularige the coomittee rather than to
speak to them pourself, I shall be glad to do soe.

i We should love to have you at Swarthmore when-
ever you can get away and for as long as you can stay. I stand
ready to send the car to meet you at the 30th Street Station at
eny moment,

Strangely enough when I read this rumor about

an attempted assassination of Einstein my mind leaped to you. I
am relieved to know that you are, so far, innocent. What a fool
he is not to come over here at once, and get settled into life

at Princeton before the opening of the university year.
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I return all the materlals which you enclosed,
together with an extra copy of the bulletin of the Econometrie
Soclety, which T got firon Réos s It ds'a "used" copy, but he

omises me new ones &s soon as & are off the presse
" el toonxef® .0 2aed

Yours sincerely,
18 wodmedqed 1o Wmidel woy 1071 sixadd
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Dr. Abraham Flexner
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GTICERS (FOUNDED DY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1030)

ALANSON 8. HOUGHTON
Chatrman OFFICE
HERSERT H. MAASS 20 NASSAU STREET
Fice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORY
Treasurer CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
1RA. A, SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Secretary 150 East 72nd Street
ESTHER 8. BAILKY New York City
Ausistant Secretary S opt ember 8 5 19 33

TRUSTEES
FRAN K AYDELOTTE
EDOAR §. BAMUERGER
ALEXTS CARREL
ABRATIAM FLEXNER
FELIX FEANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
JOHN R, HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL B, LEIDESDOXF
HEIEBERT H, MAALS
FLORENCE B, SABIN
WALTIR W. STEWART
PERCY 8. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

ABKAHAM FLEXNIR

Director of the Institute HONORARY TRUSTEES

LOULIS BAMALROER
MES. FELIX FULD

Dear Aydelotte:
- Many thanks for yours of the seventh containing the pathetic
letter which Weyl wrote to Dresden. I have cabled to Weyl's friend in Zlrich and
also to Weyl himself &t the Italian address, and I hope that by this time his
anxieties are relieved forever.

Veblen has word that Courant has d post at Cambridge. If this
be true, I hope the Executive Committee will allow me to use the same sum, in
which event we should, I think, bring Neugebauer, who has been Professor of the
History of Mathematics at G8ttingen. I have been wishing to do this for some
time because it gives a humanistic turm to our mathematical groupe._ Curiously

PUS PSR SN
enough, the morning's mail brings me the enclosed letterhrrom Sarton, Editor of
Isis, which please return after you have read them.

In view of these complications I cemnot plan to return to Canada
now. I think it best to stay quietly heres Nobody kmows I am here, and I can
attend to business connected with the Institutes I should love to came down to
Swarthmore and will do so if I get these Weyl-Neugebauer matters arrangeds I think
we could get an informal consent of the Executive Committee to use the $3,00Q which
was voted for Courant , for some other dispossessed German professor,

Did you noticethat there are rumors that they are trying to
assdssinate Einstein] He would come here at once if he kmew what was good for him.
It may look to you and the Executive Committee as if I had instigated this assassi-
nation for the purpose of hustling him over here, but I am innocent!

i Ever sincerely
President Frank Aydelotte A F
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September 7, 1953

Dear Dr. Flexners

Here is the letter from Weyl, about which
I spoke to you on the telephone this morning. I shall
be grateful if you will return it to me for Dr. Dresden
whén you have finished with it, but there i1s no hurry.
If by any chance you want a copy to keep, please feel
free to malke one.

I was delighted with the way things went
off yesterday, and look eagerly for news in response
to your cablese. If you do not return to Canada, we
should love to see yon here for a day or two before
college opense.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
150 East 72nd Street
New York City



cords of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 = e -
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

September 2, 1033

Dear Dr. Plexner:

Many thanks for your letter of yesterday. We are
both sorry that you and Elsancr cannot come down for the
weekwend with us. I look forward with pleasure to seeing
you VWednesday at one o'clock at the meeting of the Executive
Committee.

I am asidng Roos for an extra copy of the booklet on
the Econometrie Society, and I hope to have some opinions
for you soon on Habeler's book: A very keen economist
here in Philadelphia is now reading it for me, and I have
ordered a second copy from Germany to give to another man
whose opinion would be worth having.

With warm regards to Eleanor and yourself, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abpaham Flexner
150 East 70th Street
New York City



R

ords of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Hotel Plaza, New York City

September 1, 1933

Dear Aydelotte:

Many thanks for yours of August 31 and for the subsequent note
regarding Miss Sabin. I shall be present at one o'clock, September 6, at
the Uptown Clube Thank you for the trouble you have taken.

I thoroughly appreciate Dresden's point of view and think he
is right. I have an appointment to see Weaver on Tuesdey, and I will be able
to report to the Executive Comhittee the attitude of the Foundation,

Thank you for the booklet which I read with interest, and which
I herewith return. It is interesting to find that Haberler is the omne
Austrian who is a Fellow of the Econometric Society. I now await with interest
some competent verdict about his book.

Eleanor is due on Saturday evening. I am afraid, however, that
she is going to be too busy to visit Swartimore at this time. Should I stay
in New York, I shall take things as easily as possible, for I find that deserted
New York is almost as unexacting as Lake Ahmic, and the weather has been
delightful.

With warmest regards, “~9 YLa.,(

Sincerely yours,

5

P.s. .
Could you ask Roos to send me a copy of the pmmphlet]

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

Enclosure 1
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Courant to this countrye. I put 1‘%&,@ sibe Laculty cormittee
concerned, .g_;,mmmomn is Chalrman, and he feels him=

self, much as he would like to have Courant, that in view of
the sacrifices which the faculty are making from their salaries
for scholarships this year, it would notmg.hmwuto
funds for this purpose, eapecially as ”mm .M?ﬂﬁ’
shall have comparatively few students who could profit by
Courant's warke As I think the matter cver I feel myself that
it might be better for the Institute, if we are to have him at
all, to have him at Princeton for the entire year. The amount
involved 1s not large, and all the Trustees with whom I have
talked seem most favorably inclined to the ideae

Incidentally, Dresden tellas me that it 1s his understand=-
ing that in the case of the other professors brought over under
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With warmest greet s to you
and your wife, - g ¥

Ever sincerely,
a7
=

I shall be here at the Plaza till Saturday,
after that at 150 East 72nd Street, New York City,
because Eleanor returns to town Saturday or
&lndﬂy. A.F.

P.S.

President Framk Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Penng 1vania

THE PLAzZA
New York

Augast 30, 1933
Dear Aydelotte:

I have had quite unexpectedly to
come dorn to New York, though I have not told a
human being about it, so that no one knows that
I am here except those I have had to see. Now
that I am here and will have to be here until
after Labor Day - for I have an appointment with
Weaver regarding Courant next Tuesday - I wonder
if our Executive Committee meeting could be held
about the middle of next week, say Wednesday or
Thursday, September 6 or 7. You doubtless know
who is awveilable. Wion't you get them by long
distence and tell them that I will be in tomm
next week and hence cen attend the meeting if it
can be arranged Por that timel

Don't tell anyone that I am in
town this week, for I want to keep quiet and
attend exclusively to the matters that brought
me here.

As I left, your note conteining
a copy of Cox's letter was put in my hands. Of
course, Cox says what everybody says except a
section of the Germans who are destined to a rude

awakening.
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S.D. LEIDESDORF & CO.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
125 PARK AVENUE

L]
NEW YORK AT 42%0 STREET

CHICAGO NEW YORK
WASHINGTON o
ST.LOUIS TELEPHONE ASHLAND 4-0948

August 30, 1933

Swarthmore College,
Swarthmore,
Pa, Attention - Mr, Aydelow

Dear Mr, Aydelow:

At the request of Mr. Leidesdorf, I wish to state
that he will attend the meeting to be held on Monday,
September 18th, at 1 o'clock of the Executive Committee of
The Institute for Advanced Study.

If you will advise me as to the expected number
of attendants at the meeting, I shall make reservations at
the Uptown Club, 60 East 42nd Street, New York City, on
that date,

Mr, Leidesdorf wishes me to express his kindest
personal regards.

Very truly yours,
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August 20, 1933.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

You will be interested to know that Haberler
is the Auatrian Fellow of the Econometriec Soclety. You
will also, I think, be interested in their booklet, which
I encloses I shall appreciate it if you will return
it to me when you have finished with 1t as I want to
look up various people who are mentioned. Everything

about it looks very fine, except the President.

Yours sincerely,

Dre. Abraham Flexner
Magnetawan via Burks Falls
Ontario, Canada
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!60 Enred - Re: The Institute for advanced Study.
.—-/'.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,

Swarthmore College,

Swarthmore, Pa.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:-—

Yourse of the 26th &t hand.

It will be guite agreeable to me to heve & meeting of
the Executive Committee on September 1l8th, &s i ndicated in your
letter, and I am putting the engaegement in my dizry subject to

chenge if you find it necessa&ry to alter the date.

Sincerely yvours,
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me this mopplpge [ shall Lpke up “he question Lamediately of
s megting of the Exequblyg Jowslibeo at,the Upbawm, Club on Mon-
daxp&sptgghw 18%he and ghall gall it 1£ I find thet lMre Bamberger
and a majority of‘ the members wlll be able to attends . .. ..

ua T 004, 8,008% satiafactory dlsgusaion with NeyyMaass in
New York wtwdq‘.,-_,ﬂq,,w thqMod to hear Mr. Bamberger's
attitude on the question of Weyl and Courant. He is himself
heartily in favor of both appointmenta,

g Mr, Haass did raige the quutim"ﬂi@m;p,,io.mtm
there was danger of our involving ourssived in too large an ex-
penditure for the subject of llathematics. His feeling was that
we mizht be going in for s greater expense in Mathematics tm
we could match in other subjects unless the Institute were able
to secure gifts from other sources. I pointed out to him that,
in my opinion, the best chance of our securing gifts from other
sources would lie in our making such departments as we did set
up absolutely first-rate and clearly the best of their kind in
the country or, if-poassible, in the world, and that it would
be better, if necessary, to curtall the number of departments
rather than to dbe content with less eminent groups in the subjects
we did teach for the sake of spreading our funds around the
whole cirele of human knowledge. On the whole, I think Mr. Maass
came to agree with me, and really was only anxious to have the
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

OFFICERS

(FOUNDED BY LOULS BAMBERGER AND MES. FELIX FULD, 1930) TUSTER
ALANSON B HOUCHTON FRANK AYDELOTTE
Chairman o d EDGAR 5. BAMBERGER
MIRDERT H. MAASS 20 NASSAU STREET ALYXTS CARNNL
Vice-Chairmian ABRAILAM FLEXNER
P PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY _ FELIX FRAN KFURTER
Treasurer CANLE ADDESS: YANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JIRSEY FUELTS EU SN
1RA A SCHUR ﬁ:‘:; % ’
Assistant Treasurer L n..:m|
FRANK AYDELOTTE HERBERT H. MAASS
iy Vagnetawan, via Burks Fells FLORENCE B, SABIN
EXTHER 5. BAILEY L o WALTIR W. STEWARY
Ausistant Secretary Ontario, C -~ PERCY 8. STRAUS
August 22, 1933 LEWIS 11 WEED
ABEAMAM PLEXNER
Director of the Institute HONORARY TRUSTERS
LOUTS BAMBERGER
MES. FELIX FULD

Dear Aydelotte:

Yours of the 18th came yesterday and was thoroughly satls-
factory. I hope you received my telegram conveying my thanks and appreciation
several days Ggoe

I shall dertainly be in New York by September 18, so that a
luncheon meeting of the Executive Committee to deal with Weyl, Courant, etc.
on that day at the Uptown Club could be called, if 1t;§onvanient to you,

Mr, Bamherger and a quorum. Frofecsor Fronkfurter is excused, likewise

Mr. Houghton, Will you please arrange the date and in the interest of time
(Canada being so far away) send out the notices, letting me know in good time
what you have done, so that I can arrange to be on hand}

Once more accept my best thanks for your good offices,

We continue our quiet 1life with the weather just as delightful
as when you were here. Paul and Jean are with us now,

I am sorry that Bill has had to sail so soon.

Remember us very warmly to Mrs. Aydelotte, and believe me

Ever sinceraly,
F.resident Framk Aydelotte a j,
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:

=1

SB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(POUNDED BY LOULS DAMBERCER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1030) TRUSTERS
ALANSON B. HOUCHTON FRANK AYDELOTTE
SO - = EDCAR 5. BAMBERGER
MERBERT T1. MAASS 20 NASSAU STREET ALIXIS CARREL
Vice-Chairman AREANAM FLEXNIR
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
Treasurer CANLE ADDSESS ! VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY TURRGIRINEN WS
thA A, SCHUR JOHN K. HARDIR
Assistant Treasurer ml:. HOUOKTON
FEANK AYDELOTTE daie '-unmuu
Seveiy Magnetawan, via Burks Falls FLORENCE . 843X

lnwnm:t:L”s , Ontario, Canada

August 22, 1933

AERAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

WALTER W, STEWART
PERCY 8, STRAUS
LEWIS H. WIED

TONORARY TRUSTEES

LOUTS BAMBERGER
MES. FILIX TULD

Dear Aydelotte:

Yours of the 18th came yesterday and was thoroughly satls-
factory. I hope you received my telegram conveying my thanks and appreciation
several dayc EgOe

I shall eertainly be in New York by September 18, so that a
luncheon meetling of the Executlive Committee to deal with Weyl, Courant, etc.
on that day at the Uptown Club could be ctalled, if it;gonvanient to you,
¥r, Bamherger and a gquorum. Professor Frenkfurter is excused, likewise
Mr. Houghton. Will you please arrange the date and in the interest of time
(Canada being so far away) send out the notices, letting me kmow in good time
what you have done, so that I can arrange to be on hand?

Once more accept my best thenks for your good offices.

We continue our quiet life with the weather just as delightful
as when you were here, Paul and Jean are with us now,

I am sorry that Bill has had to sail so soone.

Remember us very warmly to Mrs. Aydelotte, and believe me

Ever sincerely,

President Framk Aydelotte ‘i :j"
Swarthmore College :
Swarthmore, Pennsylvenia

AF3ESB
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Doar Pr. Flexnert

Une of the members of our “hemistry Pepartment,
Professor Cox, is on leave of absence this year in Yermany
and happens at this time to be ataying with the same
fardly in ‘reiburg with whom we lived last year. 4
thonght you might be interested in & letter which 4 nave
Just recelved from him, both for the sake of its descrip-
tion of conditions and for the reference to Yeyl.

Lfours sincerely, .

Dy, 4pranam Flexner
etawny via “urks falls
Ontario, “enada '
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FRANK AYDELOTTES=

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER

SNARTHMORE PENN=

VERY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SKILFUL AND

ABRAHAM FLEXNER.

1223P

z
-

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS,

FINE WORK CREETINGS=.
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MSETO9 o sham nolte : alode Ile duuroad®

b b August 18, :mp. SRR ——
D'%‘: ’E‘;a.”:'i‘“m fard yleteonts
v rernsD AR Just st PP ————r.
and T drove over to Avon yeaterday afternoon to dine and spend
. /th8 nigit with ¥r, Bamberker and ¥ras Fuld, There was a fine
Qopportunity during the eyening fow ¢ full discussien of all
the Froblens on which I wanted t9.49%.4helr gginien, and I was
. mare than pleased with the attitude which they Geoke,. ... ...
tfoLolw ;a-r.flz% ‘E’%JSW’ r’i !""P‘;}G‘:P% 243 LR Whey
that 1% would De Lmpossible for me Lo give a delinite wnder=
faking An.reeard 12 Swthnore yutil.h.08d, the. aromtynity of
 &seusstng the matter with Dreaden,  Tiey saw tue poiat pep-
{ootl.;&] and they were at the saze time s0 mush impressed with
what other 1un1(.vu'93,,t1ga are 49;,115191' disnmissed German Professors
Mthv Ahgushti we should undertake Lo eugase Gourant in any
... 0839, the Inatitutq taklag him fox the full year at 5000 if
.., Bwarthmore could not participate, otherwise, followins the plan
of §1500 from each ingtitution upon which we agreed., ... ..
r ... Weyl's case we discussed yery Cully fxom, ALI its g‘nglu.
‘ J made 1% asite Slees Giat we were NGAGInG Lims ot A8 A HiAiness
man nor s an executive, hub as & mathematiclanj that bhis vacilla-
ti,oq hpd been due partly to 1llness, and that ilu any case they
did not affect hia ewmzinence as a mathenaticlan nor his velue
to the Institute, I emphasiged the high opinion in which Weyl
is held by the greatest scholars iun his fleld everywhere and
mﬁ.ftha point that mﬂh wa miht get on witiout ’u.n. we
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could not really replace him.
Through all this discussion I made, of course, no
effart to overpersuade £iem, Wit 4 ¥9s end of 1t they said
most cordially and sincerely that they were not prépared £6
oB fost and "{ratead would abProve your maldns Weyl a definite
Uff'&'zj anlth o moomredia vabuedesy novd of Tevo avoal
SrET 8 g U Biivenfa afd Tosl, NoweVer, tiat it Would be better
o Tdy  hoth ‘#88é ndttdrd Verors the Executive Comittes at a
‘Weetin 14 Ve nela Thusatdely upsn Jour return 1A Sépterber
before defifiite Gffers were made. Mr. Sarberger alse felf that
e efrar 66 Woyl Guait Hot 18 fnd1ide the varfous extras which
wers P ored vin frévioudly, aidl T satd "EHEE T wad ‘qlite sure
76 werd  thodoust “orednent Sn this Pornt. THE after was
168€ “trien thdt 1 "Modla cordsult you ad to & Gonvenient timé and
plade For 'd heet tHl 5F 14 mxelitive Comitfee and arrdrgze or
" Wgriaen €656 FEE.BLEnas vy Wik, Tl 187 6 T my FF 164 Heve.
Winge T MIANE WPEL Ba Tof 18 BH néF vacd¥isn 18 wall probably
be ‘move Gonverdent 4 have Ehe fot1668 §enf ut from thid office.
wa0q 80 of Gge tna "SOdaBIBA ¥8 COTT M BdBerald “atd WY Witker
exactly wia® {s iy oW sdlary ‘at Swirtndore and £6 explain t6
* 99 ghem "the ‘ertertutadent find and 61ie used €6 Which we put 1t. I
w0 gt ‘bt T broushe soretiaAg “dr Fhe Ytnd Wéuld b8 ‘1ndispensable
ILSE Foi 1 Yod ‘Were €640 thé értertainifng Witeh You ‘woula "
“profd¥ly $Ind ‘nédessary 1 Prindeton and Which would, indeed, be
vatushTe rron €76 SoNE of view ‘of the Thatitute as well. T
‘Poe) ‘suire it ths Watser wi11 Pe datisfactorily arranged.
wn 0T Baindider' dnd Mrs. Tuld dsiked a'fectionately affer
your Woalth, ‘da ‘T wi¥ d¥iYe ‘to ol fHen'T ‘thousht you would
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be feeling thoroughly fit again by the time you came back to

New Yorke I took the liberty of repeating to them that I thought
there was no point of your trying to return befare the middle

of September at the earliest.

I am to see Mr. Maass one day next week. There is a
meeting of the Finance Committee of the Institute on Thursday,
August 24th. MNr. Bamberger will attend, and he said he would be
glad to have me come up and explain to the members of the Com-
mittee the various points which I had made to him, or he offered,
if I would make some notes far him, to explain the matters him-
gelf to the Finance Committee. I thought the latter plan much
better, and I shall make an engagement to ses Mr. Maass after
the Cormittee has met rather than before, thus leaving 1t to
Mr. Bamberger to arrange all these queations first,

We are all well. Bill returns to England next weelt.
We shall stay here, except for occasionsl days away, since I
find myself fully oeccupied with various matters connected with
the opening of Collegee.

With kindest regards to all of you frog all of us,

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Magnetawan via Burks Falls
Ontario, Canada
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14 August 1933

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I have your telegram, end shall not
fail to wire you collect the result of my interview with
Mr., Bambarger and Mrs. Fuld. I wrote to them immediately
upon my return to Swarthmore August Sth, offering to drive
down to see them &as soon as it wes convenient for them to
have me. I sent the letter in care of L. Bamberger and
Sons in Newark, as you suggested, but have so fer not had
a reply. I am this morning telegraphing Mr. Edgar Bam-
berger to ask for ¥r. Louls Bamberger's summer address,
eand I shall write him again immediately, on the chance
that my first letter was not forwerded.

: I found on my return from Csznsds that
Mr. Masss had decided to take 2 longer vacetion than he
haed first contemplated; he had already left New York and
will not return until the 2lst, so there will be no oppor-
tunity of talkineg with him until then.

Dr. Dresden has &lso unluckily scne
off on a mwotor trip of & couple of weeks. He left just
before my return, and I have so fer not been sble to get
in touch with him to consult him about Courant. L can,
of course, teke no definite action about Coursnt until I
see Lresden, sinceé our shére of his selery would heve lo
come out of the Nathematics Department fund.

I am, therefore, condemned to inasctivity
for the moment, until I cen get an appointment with Nr,
Bamberger end Mrs. Fuld, &nd until § cen see Maess and Dres-
den, but I hope these deleys will not lest longer then
enother week.

With kindest regerds, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
i Magnetawan
Y via Berks Falls
Ontario, Canada
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® August 1933

Dear ir. Bamberger:

I am just back in Swarthmore, after
spending a delightful week in Canada with Dr. and Mrs.
Flexner, which we devoted to continuous discussion of
the problems of the Institute.

If it 1is convenient for you and Mrs,
Fuld, I should like very much to run down to Asbury Park
to see you sometime soon to continue the discussion,
aend especially to get your advice on one or two new
matters which have come up. I could drive down almost
any day, but the l4th or 15th, or the 17th or 18th would
;:l:ont convenient for me, if equally so for you and Mrs.

I found Dr. Flexner still rather under
the weather as the result of the removal of his tonsils
in June. His voice is still not very strong, end he has
not fully removered from the operation, though he is im-
proving deily. I insisted very strongly to Mrs. Flexner
and to him that he should remain in Cenada at least until
the middle of September, leaving it to me to attend to any
matters concerning the Institute which might need personal
attention before that time.

Our family had a very pleasant month
in the country at 0ld Chatham, New York, and are now back
in Swarthmore. My wife and I had the pleasure of having
our son Bill home, but only for & short time, since he
must go back to the British Museum at the end of this month.

I hope you and Mrs. Fuld are having a
pleasant summer.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Louis Bamberger, Esq.
care L. Bamberger and Sons
Newark, New Jersey

Please forwerd
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8 August 1933

Dear Veblen:

I am just back from Canada, and
am going to see various people about the Weyl matter
as rapidly as I can,

I feel myself very strongly the
importance of securing Weyl at once, and it is simply
a question of discussing the matter with various
Trustees and securing their agreement. I hope to see
Mr, Msass on Thursday, and Mr. Bamburg and Mrs., Fuld
as soon thereafter as possible.

I sheall be glad to keep you informed
of the developments,

Yours sincerely,

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin
Hancock County, Maine
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August 21, 1933

Dear Veblen:

I have your letter of Auguat 4th and am
delighted "0 say that I had a very satisfactory con=
versation with Mr. Bamberker and Wra. Fuld about Weyl.
I think the ground is all clear now fof Dr. Flexner
to ralse the question at a neeting of the Executive
Comlttee in Septouber« You wlll doubtless heayr from
Dry Flexmer soon as %o Just how and when he plans to
bring the matter up.

When do you return to Pringeton? I am
looking forwerd with keen interest to the opening of
the Institute October lat.

Yours sincerely,

Professar Oswald Veblen
i Brooklin, Hancock County
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THE POPLARS
OLD CHATHAM
NEW YORK

August 2s 1933,

Dear lir, lMaasse:

I am Just back from a week with Dr.
which we talked

the Institute, and espe the question

of making an offer to '? t which

Dre Flexmer wrote you,. saw your letter

in nflyu thoroughly agree with the

m&t on you have taken, and Dr., Flexmer
asked me to discuss the question

with Mr, Bamberger and Mrs, Fuld.

I should like very mmch to see you
before I talk to them, I note that you

:
&
|
E
a

officey I shall be glad to run over and
sce you to talk about this and other
problems
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THE POPLARS
OLD CHATHAM
NEW YORK

if that date is convenient for you.
With kindest regardss I am,
Yours sincerelys

Herbert H. liaass, E8qes
44 Vall Street,
New York City.
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WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER SIXTH AGREEABLE TO E FOR MEETING

HERBERT H. MAASS
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August 21, 19¢3

Deaxr lr. lisasat
I am very glad to have a telogram from
your secretary saying that it will be corwenient
to you to alter ouwr engagement to Friday, August
26the I shall be glad to telephone you at yowr
office somewhere around ten o'clock Friday morninge
Yours sincerely,

Herbert e Mauss, Esqe
20 Exo Plsce
New York City
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:
- 4 cOPY
! CQI FIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM
A o Honday
g GERM'F SCHOLARS APPOINTED July 24, 198
Porn (Physies) Combridge
Fronck (Physies) Jolms Woplkine

i

Szasz (Eathomatics)

Preanck (Physies)

¥olehior Palyl?

¥elsser? (Econom’'es)

Porn' (Tooncomies)

¥envhoim?

Kontorowicsa?

Altschul? (Statistics)
Proundlich (Chemistry)
Se'ucking? (Intornetionel Law)
Pramy ¥oether' (Vathemetics)
Spitzer? (Romance lLangunges)
ponn' (Economics)

Berl

Stern' (Psychoclogy?)

7 ‘nshelner

Bornctein (Mathematics)

Wolfers (Hochschule fiir Politik)

Polanyl (Phvesies)

uassachusetts Instituts of Technology
Nnssachusetts Institute of Technelogy
University of Chieago

Un'vorsity of Pennsylvenia

London School of Economics

" L] L Ll
" " - "
" - L] "

Nonnan Laboratoriese-L-ondon

Yale

Brym Mawr

Princeton

Tniversity of California

Carnegle "nstitute of Technology
B " " "

Leiden

Columdia

Yale (appointed prior to his 4!missal)

Yanchoster

¥ These mon have not accsptad es yet,
to believe that they

1 do so.

In moet instences there is reason

xx Indicates grant Ly ‘mergency Committee im 2414 of Displeced Germen Scholars,

-='g Uy Vurrow
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COPY Gonf idential Memorandum
GERMAN SCHOLARS AP POINTED July w
Born (Physies) Cambridge
Franck (Physies) Johns Hopkins
xx ’Bms (Mathematiecs) Massachusetts Institute Technology
% Franck (Physics) , Messachusetts Institute Technology
xx Melchior Palyi * University of Chicago
Neisser* (Economics) University of Pennsylvania
Bonn* (Economics) London School of Eeonomies
Mannheim* " " " "
Kontorowicz* " v . »
Altschul® (Statistics) w - " "
Freundlich (Chemistry) Donnan Laboratories - London
xx Sehueking™® (Internationel Law) Yale
xx Emmy Noether® (Mathematics) Bryn Mawr
xx Spitzer* (Romame Lenguages) Princeton
xx Bomn* (Economics) University of Celifomia
Berl Carnegie Institute of Technology
Stern* (P'!‘h"loﬂ?) " " " "
Zinsheimer Leiden
xx Bernstein (Methemstics) Columbia
Wolfers (Hochschule fur Politik) Yale (appointed prior to his
, dismissal )
Polanyi (Physics) Menchester

* These men have not accepted es yet. In most instances there is reason to
believe that they will do so.

zx Indicates grant by Fmergency Committee in Aid of Displeced Cerman Scholars.

== E., R. Murrow
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
). # MAGNETAWAN. VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CANADA

July 24, 1933

Dear Aydelotte:

Welcome to Canadal} But we do regret that you found it necessary
to take a train that brings you to Burks Fells in the early hours of the morning.

Bill Deuncey, who will hand vou this, will bring you to the camp.
T should surpose you would reach camp somewhere between five and six, when you
will find it in the arms of Morpheus. Bill w'll take you to the boat-house
where you will find & thermos of hot coffee and a bed. Get to bed,and sleep
as late as you will, We won't ring eny bells or do anything to arouse you.
Have your sleep out, snd we will be strewn around the place whenever wvou come
down to join the gange

I hope Mrs. Aydelotte's brother is better. My own oldest
brother is i1l of the same complaint and keeps me anxiocus all summer.

We have had superbly beautiful weather, and I have recovered
my strength completely, though I am still proceeding cautiously. There is
lots to tealk about.

Heartiest greetingsi

Ever sinecerely,

£

President Frank Aydelotte
Purks Falls ;

AF:ESP
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CANADA

July 11, 1933
Dear Aylelotte:

I am so sorry to learn that Mrs.Ayialotte's brother has been seriously
ill. T hope very much that he will improve and that you and Mrs, Aydelotte may be
able to gst off to Canada.

As far as I now kmow, the Woodwards sail om the 16th, which will bring
them here, perhaps a we=k latar, They plan to stay two weeks, I think lrs. Flaxer
wes in hopes that your wvisit would ceinci’e with theirs. That would b2 vary jolly.

I am curious %o laow whael Weyl's letter comtained. I jJudg= from
letters of frinds of his from ZBrich that he has been vary unhsppy.

Mean#hiie, the Institute goes its way enrolling an acceptable student
now and then, so that all is in shapa for a quiet start in the autum.

My bout with the surgeons took more out of me than I thought. FPhysically,
however, I am pretty well myself. Just why my mind should not be functioning very
actively I do not know, but Simon warned me that I would find thet to be the case.

It will do me good to see you and your wife and the Woodwards.

fnna is due any day this week.

I hope that Philalaelohia and its environment are mot proving too hot
for comfort.

With all goo? wishes to you &n' your “ife and for her brother,

Sinecarsly yours,

President Frank Aydelotte 4 7(.
Swarthmore College eINES,
Swarthmore, Pannsylvania
AF:ESB
P.E.
Sinca dicteting the above I hwva, T am sorry %o say,
rasaival ths follovin: eablegram from tha VWoodwerds:

- .t L
"Vory sorry camot comz. Have writlen.
A.F.
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T Tae Praza
New YOrRK

July 2, 1933

Dear Iiss Abbetth:

Dr. Flexner disappesred in orlsr Lo go
through = surgicel oper.tion that was not serious but
did lay him up for almost a month. He is passing
through Naw York today on his way to Canada. I 4i4d
not enswer your note earlier becauss his plwis have
been uncerbtein until now,

On asccount of the denth of the Warlen
of All Souls, the Woolwards had to postpons their
sailing until the middle of July. Dr. and Mrs. Flexner
will be hepoy if the Ayielottes cen come up sbout the
seme time, say, July 20 or thereabonuts. It is possible
that Mrs. I"lemer has herself written to Mrs, Ayi-lotte,

I hope you will have a pleasant vacabion,
With all good wishes,

Sincaraly yours,

iy i A Buld,

Swarthmore, Pe nnsylvania p "
7 '

! 2 L /
=3 ’j / - o1 A4 f’ (
Q P 1 Meprren ] { .
=Lt -1 g

P

S——
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June 27, 1935.
My dear Mrs. Balley:

President Aydelotte would like to know whether Dr.
Flexner is still in this vicinity or whether he has gone
to Canada, and also when lir. Woodward is expected to
arrive.

I trust you are going to have a pleasant vacation
this sumer.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey
#Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jerasey
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May 20, 1933
Dear Dr. Flexners

I have read over this amasing correspondence from
Dre. Coar very carefully and return it to you herewith. I have
made a note of his references, but do not see any possibllity
of our considering him seriously. We are mot in a position to
make an app_o:lnmnt in biology and shall not be until times are
better and the donor of the fund is able to complete 1t. When
this happens I have a list of several extraordinarily promising
men, obtained from the Fockefeller Inatitute and other places,
whom I want to consider. Two of them especially seam just the
sort we ought to appoint, and I should not on that acoount wish
to hold out anything in the shape of a hope to Dr. Coar.

The whole correspondence, I must say, reflects a
point of view which T think you will find more widespread among
the colleges than you dream. If we could really make Swarthmore
a place where undergraduste teaching counld be combined with real
facilities for research and real encouragement of 1t, 1t would
be almost unique among small colleges in the country.

Yours sincerely,

Dre. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute of Advanced Study
100 East 428nd Street

New York City
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Dv L4 lua.

Mw‘ THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
Urlu® Hﬁm‘- 100 EAST 42ND STREET

NEW YOorK. N. Y
0 < unywil.

Vay 18, 1933

Dear Aydelotte:

You may be interested in readingz
the enclosed correspondence, which is gnite
enezing, Please regard it as confidential
and return it fo me. I édo not Imow whether
you have found a biolozist or not, nor do I
Imow anything of Dr, Coar's egquipment, but
he gives sbundant references should you
care to investigate them.

Yery sincerely,

G. S

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Colleze
Swarthoore, Pa.

AF:GB
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE,PENNSYLVANIA
- MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY

May 4, 1933

President Aydelotte
College

Deer President Aydelotte:
Thank you for showing me Dr. Flexner's
letter; I am returning it herewith. I expect

to see Veblen next Sunday &nd to talk the matter
over with him.

Yours pgincerely,

’ T72)lf¢4h4,h,
__-——--""'__-__-_--‘

AD:AR _Arneid Dresden
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(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MAS. FELIX FULD, 1830)

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42np STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

TAUSTELS

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S, BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD

CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF \})f _ MRS. FELIX FULD
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER TN SR
Diirector of the Inatitute

Dear Aydelotte:

Meny thenks for letting me see Weyl's letter to Dresden. I
have sent it to Veblen, who will return it either to me or to Dresden.
Veblen agrees with me thet while it would be in the highest degree =d-
vantageous for the Institute to heve Weyl if his health is reslly good,
it would be & mistel® to meke him eny offer until you end I and he have
had the opportunity to see him, I do not see thet there is enything
et 211 we oen do now, for if he cemnot get out of Germany to deliver the

Cooper Lectures, he cannot get out for sny other purposs.

i Alwevs sincerely,
Q. 7,

B
Dr. Frank Aydelotte, President

Swerthmore College

Swarthmore, Pennsylvenis

AF:GB
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Dear Dr. Flexner:

My #ife and T were a little delayed ahont answere
ing yours and lrse Flexner's invitation for July, owing %o a
misunderstanding by vhich my wife first thought 1t was June.
There is a certain amount of complication about July, because
we have arrsnged to talte a house at Chatham and have also
arrenged for Bill 1;0 come home at that times The whole
business 13, however, not finally settled, end I am writing
to say that you can in eny case count on my coming to Canada
et the time set. And since Mrs. Flexner was kind enough to
include 7111 in the invitation, iarie end Bill will come also
if 1t turns out that that is possibles Ve shall know pretty
soon what his plans are and fust how we shall be fixed.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abrabham Flexner
Institnte for Advanced Study
100 Hast 42nd Street

New York City
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April 5, 1933.

Dear Mrse. Bailey:

President Aydelotte asks me to thank you for
your letter of April 4th enclosing coples of correspondence
he desired.

Yours sincerely,

lirs. Esther 8. Balley
Institute for Advanced Study
100 East 42nd Street

New York City
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET

NEW York. N Y

April 4, 1933
My dear President Aydelotte:

I am sending you coples of two letters
to be added to the correspondence recently sent
you, names being omitted,

Sincerely yours,

1 i f .
p — }
el B Kloste,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
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COPY

March 31, 1933

Dear 3

You realize, of course, that I can take your candid
statements very philosophically because I have no responsibility
whatever for the conduct of the institution proper. Some of my
colleazues in that division might not be so calm about them.

I think you are correct that none of the people on the
Survey have made a first-hand investigation of foreizn universities.
At lesst two of them, though, have been very close students of the
literature in the field at least and are conversant with what 1is

goinzon.

Sincerely yours,

April 3, 1933

Dear 3

Thankt you for your kind note. Of course I realize that
you are in position to take criticism philosophically, but somehow
it ought to be kmown mupon the Campus of that no man can
study an American university, who does not imow thoroughly universities
and research institutes in other countries., Ambulando discimms,
If your own Latin is rusty, ask .

Sincerely yours,
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2 5 THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
- ;
TEMPORARY OFFICES

100 EAST 42ND STREET

\ / NEW Yoax. N. Y

My dear President Aydelottes

March 37, 1933

I anm sending you herewith coples
of the letters you wished, omitting names.

Sincerely yours,

#
-

ﬂ—/-—c:. AL /o_‘...-«a-u

/

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
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Director of the Instituie

President Frani Aydelotie
Swartimore College
Swartimore, Penmsylvexnia

Yy dear President Aydelotte;

At the meetins of the Trustees of the Imstitute

for Advenced Study held Jamary 9, 1933, 1t was decided that
the next meetins of the Board shoulé be held on April 24, 1923,
instead of April 10, 1933, as provided by the By-Lews., The

present notice that a meeting will be held at the office of
the Institute, 100 East 4°nd Street, New York City, at 11:00
a.m. on April 10, is merely sent in accordance with the Br-
Lews end may be disregarded. As a ouorum will not be present

on April 10, the meeting will be called for April 24, 1933, end

detinite notice will be sent to you two weeks in advance.
Yery truly yours,
J. N /'j“*f‘?

Assistant Secretary
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Mareh 24, 1933

Dear Mr. H

I also "hate to say it", but I don't think that you gave
the "intensive scrutiny" which it deserves. Otherwise in Chapter ___
of Volume ___ you would have found at least one chapter which was the very
antithesls of exact measurement. I inclose a reprint for fear that you
may overlook it,

I hope that the remaining volumes in the series may, td some extent, "
correct your impression that the Survey gentlemen have studied the University
entirely from the wrong point of view. They would be flattered by your
statement that the Survey was too systematic and too detalled because I think,
rightly or wrongly, they are under the impression that there are certain factors
which can be measured sclentifically and that doing so requires some system and

some detail. But I am only the publisher and shall not undertake a defense
of this project.

—

As usual you have put your finger on the right things which should be
emphasized, and on dher things which are apt to be overemphasized, and, as
usuzal, I am instructed and grateful.

Sincerely,

>k

March 27, 1933

Dear Mr. :

Thanl: you very much for yours of the 24th with its enclosure. Of course,
I did not mean to imply that the surveyors of the University were entirely ob-
livious of research, but after all the little reprint which you were able to send
me forms but an extremely small part of the four volumes,

You will be amused to know that this very morning a foreign scholar who
has in the last year spent some time at the University of called on me to
talk about the University of and certain other mmiversities which he has
visited, He 1s a man of real distinction. His one criticism was that he thought
I underetated the absurdities to which I have been calling attention,lo, these many
years, I do not believe that the Trustees of the University of or the execu-

tive officers who have charge of the institution really lkmow what a university is or
ought to be.

Than)t you for the good humor with which you take my plain statements, but,
as one nears the grmve, it becomes one to be either candid or silentl

Very sincerely yours,

P.s.

You neglected to tell me how many of the surveyors have studi
of the Wtiat Seates. eyt es ed mniversities outside
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PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS M. WEED

Dear Aydelotteg
I leave to you and Dresden the guestion of

doing anything sbout the Scripta Mathematica. I cannot

think very highly of a scientific journel which prints such
rubbish without tzkinz the pains to inguire what the facts
are. I should very mmch like Dresden to commmicate this
opinion to Archibald if Archibald sees him,

T Imow that Eleanor will be glad if the Student
Government Association confirms the vote abolishing frater-
nities, They have no business in & democratic commmnity.

With a2ll good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

L. T

Fresident Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania

AT:ESE
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March 7, 1933

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I gave Dr. Dreaden the facts about Sirkhoff and
have had & little conversation with him &s to the question of
commmnicating them to Seripta Mathematica. Dr. Dresden and I
agree that would be taldng a little %oo much notice of an Irrespon-
sible reports Dr. Dresden is to see Archibald soon and will in-
formally tell him whet the facts are, and, incidentally, ask him
how he lupponod to print the report and just what was the source

of his information. The matter is of no importance, but I feel =
certain curiosity as to juat how 1t happened to get printed in thet
form.

You may tell Eleanor that the question of the
moment at Swarthmore is, whether the Student Govermment Association ‘
may possibly referse their vote ahbolishing fraternities. I belleve
that pro-fraternity atudents and Alummae are advocating that course,
and it is inevitable that they should be much mere vocal and active *

than those on the other side. T have no idea at this moment how
the thing is likely to turn out. 1

Yours sincerely,

Dre Abraham Flexner, Director
nstitute for Advenced Study
100 East 3“ Street

New York “ity

2

-
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

COFFICERS Y
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD. 1930)

LOUIS BAMBERGER TEMPORARY OFFICES

MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42nND STREET

Vice-Preaident
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON NEW VORI N v

Chairman CABLE ADDRESS | VANSTITUTE NEW YORK
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

Treasurer

IRA A. SCHUR

Assistan! Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE
ESTHER S, BAILEY March 3, 1933.
Amnistant Secrelary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Direcior of the Institute

Dear Aydelotte:

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MRS. FELIX FULD

JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
HERBERT H. LEHMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBEAT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

~ Many thanks for yours of Merch 1. I heve not seen the December

number of Scripta Mathematica. Professor Birkhoff has never been offered

the position of Director of the School of Mathemmtics. There is no such

post. ©Fe wes offered e professorship, sccented it, and subsequently - for

reesons I do not care to discuss - ssked to be relessed, whieh I did without

& moment's hesitetion. You ere at liberty to write these facts to the Editor

of the journal if you so choose, saying thst you do so after conference with me,

—

I was profoundly gratified when I saw in the morning pener the

news thet the girls of Swarthmore had decided to ebolish fraternities. Hurrsh

for them and infinite preise for your patient and statesmanlike handling of

the situstion. Eleanor will give a whoop.

I whisper to your secret ear thet Mr. Welter Stewart has egreed

to come on the Boerd of Trustees. After & fortnight's reflection, he hes

decided thet the wey in which we are epproaching the subject of economics

is the most hopeful in the entire field today.
Remember me to Mrs. Ayielotte, and believe me

Always sincerely,

d. 4

President Frenk Aydelotte

Swarthmore College
Swerthmore, Pennsylvania

AF/MCE
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)

Herech 1’ 1933

Dear Dr. Flexner:
Have you seen a rather extraordinary note
ahout the Institute in the December number of Scripta

Mathematica? The article is signed with Archibald's

initials and says, among other things, that "In the
spring of 1932 the position of director of the School
of Mathematics wus offered to Professor Ceorge David
Birkhoff but he decided to remain at Harvard Uni-
versity." Do you suppose that FProfessor birkhoff
gave out this item for publication?

Yours sinecerely,

"\\_Dr. Abrsham :lexner, Director

nstitute for Advanced Study
100 East 42nd Stroeet
New York City
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February 8, 1933

Director of the Inatitule

Dear Aydelotte;

Mr, Straus informe me that there is to be
a meeting of the Nominating Committee at his office at
five o'clock Friday afternoon., I wonder if I could see
you to talk over Institute matters bLefore the meeting for
a2 half hour or so. I could meet you at the Pemnsylvania
Station or here at my office at any hour you appoint.
Macy's 1s of course very close to the Pennsylvania
Station.

Please remember me to Mrs, Aydelotte, and
believe me

Always sincerely,

Q..

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:ESB
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February 28, 1933
Dear Ur. F

I am sending to you, under separate cover, advance copies of
five volumes of intensive scrutiny of organization, instruction, and
physical facilities of this University. I kmow that this represents
the type of scrutiny which you are primarily interested in. In other
words, we have not entirely forsaken the straight and narrow path. If
you have time, I wish you wald let me have your comments about these books
and let me kmow whether you would like to see the rest of the series.

I am sorry that the shift in our plans in January made it impos=-
eible for you to get over to the meeting of the university presses. I

hope you are still reserving your judzment on the movie question until
I can show them to you. .

Sincerely yours,

ok

March 17, 1933
Dear lUr. ’

Thank you for yours of February 28 and for the volumes representing
what you call the "intensive scrutiny" of the University. I hate to say it,
but I do not believe that examinations of this kind are likely to be in any
wige fruitful. They are entirely too systematic and detailed. The way to
make a university is to have some men and to let them alone. It seems to me
absolutely immaterial whether the teaching burdem of one man equals that of
another, whether there is any relationship whatsoever between the respective
number of their pupils, etc., etce A man who teaches one hour a week to
one student may overturn the universe, whereas a man who teaches fifteen
hours a week to 3,000 students may not leare his mark, In my Judgment,
these gentlemen have studied the University from the wrong point of view.

I just wonder to what extent they are acquainted with universities other
than those that exist in the United States.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

LS L
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ABRAHAM FLEXNEN LEWIS H. WEED

Director of the Institute
Lear Aydelotie;
Thenlr you for your notes of Jamary 19 and 20.
You mustn!t think of botherinz to come to the Executive
Committee meeting on Jammary 28. I am delighted that you
and your wife are goinz to zet away for a breathing spell,
Anne's stay in the South has been of priceless valune to her,
M I am very glad that you szree with me gbout the
abolition of the offices of president and vice-president, I
had a further talk with lr, laass yesterday and sugsested
the creation of an office of vice-chairman, so that we could
have someone here authorized to sizn documents, etec., in
Mr, Bougnton's absence in Washington or abromsd, lr, laass
agreed that this wounld £il11 the bill,
e With 211 200l wishes znd warmest greetingss,
Sincerely yours,

S

President Frank Aydelotte
Precsident's House
Swartmore Collezs

\ Swartimore, Pennsylvania

AP:ESH
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January 20, 1933.

Dear Dr. Ploinar:

I have your letter of Jamuary 19th, which
crossed one from me to you, asking to be excused
from the Executive Committee meeting on January 28.
I hate to give up the short vecation which I had planned
and could make good use of in eradiceting certain germs
of grippe.

As to the queation about 2 Chairman and Presi-
dent, T am quite clear in my own mind that such a
board as ours does not need both officers, and I hope
very much that the Executive Conrmittee will vote to
abolish the officea of President and Vice-President
in view of the resignation of lir. Bamberger and iirs.
Fuld, keeping only the office of Chairmane

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abreham Flexner, Director
The Institute for ’dvenced Study
100 East 42nd Stree ©

New York City
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Dear Aydelotte;

I find

matters will come before the Executive Committee at
the meetinz on January 28 - among them the question

as to whether & Board of our kind needs both a Chairman

and 8 Precsident.

now that one

Your experience and !mowledze may

throw light on that guestion.

Jenuary 19, 1932

or two addition=l

Though I would not

urge you unduly to attend the Executive Committee

meeting, I lmow your presence would be helpful,

Always sincerely,

President Frankt Aydelotte

Swarthmore College

Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF: ESE
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Jamary 19, 1933,

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I should be grateful if I could be excused
from the meeting of the Executive Comittee on
Jenuary 28the It comes in the middle of e little
vacation which we have between semesters, end my
wife and I had planned to run away for a breathing
spell at that time. I am very glad to serve on
the Nominating Cormittee in accordance with your
notice.

With lkdindest regards, I em

Yours sinecerely,

"

Dr. Abrahem "lexner, Director
Inastitute for Advenced Study
100 East 42nd Street

New York Clty
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POy Jemary 18, 1932 O bRl
Asisiant Secselary PERCY S. STRAUS

ABRAMAM FLEXNER

Direcior of the Imtitute

Dear Aydelottes

The meeting of the Executive Committee,
notice of which is enclosed, will deéal with one or
two apvointments prior to the deperture of Mr. Bem-
berzer and lrs. Fuld for Arizona, We shall be de-
lighted to have you present, but we shall also thoroushly
understend if you do nmot talte the trouble to make the
railroad journmey.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

). &

President Prankt Aydelotte
Swartimore College
Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania

A¥V:ESHB
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January 17, 1933.

Dear Dr. Flexner:t

This last perlormance of Weyl's caps the climaxi
This settles the matter of course, snd there is nothing further
to doe.

I am delighted to hear that irs. Flexner 1s so
mach improved. We are all flourishing, except that I brought
back a germ of grippe from New York and have had a little 4iffi-
culty in eradicating it from my system though I think T have now
done thate It was a very curious one. It did not involve any
cold but only most violent fluctuations of temperature.

I am making & very thorough revision of the
Christian Science article, and want to send it to you for your
comments before I submit it to theme This beastly grippe has
put me back a little, but I shall hope to get it into final
form wometime within the next few days.

With kindest regerds, I am

Yours singcerely,

Dre Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
100 East 42nd Street

New York City
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A Belgian University review begins an article sbout

The Institute for Advanced Study, which is soon to open its o

doors in Princeton under the direction of Dr. Abraham Flexner,
with the title "Einstein au Paradis des Chercheurs.” The phrase
is a translation of the expression which has been used by many
Americen periodicals to describe the Institute, and, indeed,
it exactly expresses the aims of the new institution of leoarn-
inge The Founders, the Directar, snd the Trustees have em~
barked on a deliberate attempt to construect an educational
utopis, to bring together a small group of the most eminent
scholars and the ablest students and to surround them with
ideal conditions for scholarly work.

The Institute will be unlike sny existing Americsn
univeraity in that it will be entirely for post-graduate study
and researche. Every other consideration will be subordinate-
to the quality of its faculty snd of its small body of studentse.
There will be & minimum of machinery and organization, the
fewest possible regulations, and the greatest possible freedom.
The plan 1s a bold one iIn its very simplicity.

The origin of the Institute was as dramatic as its
plen is daringe. A feow years ago, Jjust before his retirement V
from the general Education Board, Dr. Flexner gave the Rhodes
Memorisl Lectures at the University of Oxford on the subject
of "Universities." The lectures were later published by the
0xford University Press and have attracted wide attention in
university circles, because of the frankness of Dre Flexner's
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comments on the universities of England, Germany, France,
and especially of the United States. As he was engsged in
correcting the proafs of his volume, Dre Flexner received a
visit from the legal representative of two persons, whose
names were not mentioned, who had formed the intention of de-
voting thelir fortune to some philanthropic purpose, and who
were in search of advice as to precisely what purpose would
be most useful. By way of reply Dre. Flexner handed over the
proofs of one or two pages, in which he discusses what might
be done to remedy certain defects of our Americean educational
system to which he had d&rawn attention. In the couwrse of his
argunent Dre Flexner said:

"Progress might be tly asalsted by the outright
mtaumammwﬂ:1m¢m1m.
university in the te sense of the warde It
should be a free socl of scholars--free, because mature
g;f.ml. snimated by intellectual purposes, must be leflt

pursue thely owm ends in thelr own wayes Administration
should be slight and inexpensive. Scholars and sclentists
should participate in its govermment; the president should
come down from his pedestals The term 'orgenizstion?
should be banned. The institution should be open to persons,
competent and eg.ltiutod. who do not need m:ot mldtnbhﬂ
spoon={ eceding== they college gradustes or « I
should fwrnish simple surroundings--books, laboratories,
and above all, tranquillity-eabsence of distraction either
by worldly concerns or by parentsl responsibility for an
immasture atudent bodye Provision should be made for the
amenities of 1ife in the institution and in the private
life of the staff. It need not be complete or symmetrical:
if a chalr couvld not be admirably filled, it should be
left vacents There exists in America no university in
this gense-=no institution, no seat of learning devoted
to teaching and researche. Everyvhere the pressure
of ergraduste and vocational activities hampers the
::mus objto:t:’:w m;h m'uns.tt:;t exist. ?’: N

ergradus ining is less effl than 1
be, if left to itself, -

"Whet could be expected, if a modern American uni-
versity were thus established? The ablest scholars and
scient would be attracted to its faculty; the most
earnest students would be attracted to 1ts laboratories
and seminsrs., It would be small, as Cilman's Johns
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Hopkins was mll;bubiumhhommmm
momentous out of all proportion to its sisze. Itwwlﬂh.
1ike a lens, focus rays that now scatter. The Rockefe
Institute for ledical Research is limited In scope

its hospital contains less than

uncompromisi ng standards of activity and publication
have given it influence in Ameril

out the entire fleld of n.d!.ul education and researchs
A university or a school of higher learning at the level
I have indiceted would do as much for other disciplines
and might thus in time assisgt the P.ll reorganisation

of secondary and higher educations

The suggestion appealed to the prospective donorse.
Interviews were held, the plan was elaborated, and finally
adopted, subject to one condition-~that Dr. Flexner himself
should consent to become the Director of the new Institute
and lsunch it upon 1ts career. It 1s not often that a eritie
of existing institutions has so immediate an opportunity to
put his ideas constructively into practices The offer was a
challenge which could not be refused. And on May 20, 18350,
the new Institute was formally incorporated, the Board of
Trustees received a preliminary gift of $5,000,000, and the
work of organisation begane

In a statement in which he "drafted the intellectual
charter of the new university,” Dr. Plemer emphasiged the
following points: The new institution 1s to be devoted to
post=graduate study and research, divorced from what Dr.
Flexner has called "the charms and diversions"” of undergraduste
worke It is to be small in sisze, plastic in its organisation,
and severely limited, at least in the beginning, as regards
the subjects with which 1t will undertake to deele. Salsries
will be generous, and no man will be appointed to a professor-
ship who has not, in the opinion of the Director and his ed-
visers, achieved eminence in his field, or who does not show
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promise of attaining such eminence. This limitation means that
the teaching staff will always be smell, and inevitably so at
the beginninge The number of students will likewise be limited.
Only those individuals will be admitted who show the greatest
promise in thelir chasen fieldse The Institute will grant but
one degree-=the Phe De==and 1t seems probable that the grester
number of its students will be interested not in degrees but

in the opportunity for resesrch under stimlsting guldances

S50 far as subjects of study are concerned the
policy of the Director and Trustees is to attempt only those
disciplines which are fundamental, omitting ell subjects which
are merely spplications of fundamental Imowledge to professional
or utilitarian needs. The plan is to proceed slowly, to attempt
no subject for which eminent teachers are not procurable,
and to begin, so far as possible, with those which are leas
sdequately represented in American universities.

In accordance with these prineiples it has been
decided to begin with a School of Mathemstics. In this subject
two professors have already boen appointed: Einstein of Berlin
and Veblen of Princetone. Professor Veblen has been at work
since October 1932, and Professor Einstein will take up his
duties in October 1535, It seems probable that the next
school to be leunched will be Economicse In each case the
subject will be broadly interpreted. Einstein will be Professor
of lethematicel Physies, and in the School of Economics there
might well be a Professor of Statisties who would in & sense
unite the two schools, or a Professor of Political Science or
Soclal History, who would point the way to other flelds.
Further developments have not yet been resolved upon, and they



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

will in every case be slowe It will De a prineiple of the
Institute to make no step forward which has not been long end
carefully considered, to inaugwrate no new subjlect of study
in which the promise of usefulness is not great, and to leave
eny chalr vacant unless & man of high ability can be found to
£111 1te

It was stipulated by the donors that the Institute
gshould be located in liew Jerseye For the sake of access to
adequate lilrary facilities and far the sake of avoiding the
isolation of so small a group of professors and students
a site near an established university was obviously desirablee.
For these reasons it has been decided to select for the new
institution a location in or near the tomn of "rinceton. o
plot of ground has as yet been purchased, and the Profesaors
of Mathematics will, through the kindness of the authorlities
of Princeton University, begin thelir work in Fine Hall. The
Institute will in no senae become a » rt of Princeton Uni-
versitye It will have 1ts own grounds end bDulldings, its own
trugtees, 1ts own sta’lf of teachers, and 1ts own students.
But 1t will gein much, thanks to the generous hospitality and
the spirit of co-operation of the Princeton s thorities, from
access to the library and other university facilities; it
should be able to make a contribution to the intellectual
atmosphere and resources of the University in return.

In farmmlating the plan for the new Institute Dre
Flexner has consulted a long list of eminent scholars in
various fields, both in America and Ewropes In addlition to
the men whom he yas able to consult personal 1y, a large number
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of others were consulted by letter. .The questions asved in

each case were moch the samee What type of institution wonld
mee the greatest contribution to the intellectual life of the
United States? What type of orgemigatlon would most certainly
produce the best results? What featwres of owr Americen uni-
versities should be avoided and whal ones imitated?

The snswers from Amerlesn scholers are most 11luminatinge
Everywhere the tentative plans of the now Institutes were halled
with enthusiasme. Not mmmy novel ideas for its organigetion
were suggestede Indeed, in the opinion of the majority, the
precise features of the arganisation were unimportants The
three things most insisted upon were adequate salariecs and
allowmance for books and assistamnce, small mpbers, doth of
toachers and stndents, and the maximum {roedom in vhich to works
The last point was the one most fsquenily inslsted upome Dre
Flexner has made the statement that the 1deal conditions for the
higheat intellectunl work asre identigel with those which might
make possible complete idlensss. On the medloecre level careful
regulations are useful and perheps necesserys They will serve
to prevent waste of time, to distribute Durdens equally and
to incresse the mmount of work done even if they camnot im=
prove its qualitye But the best minds worl best in freedome
Regulations may hamper them but they camot helpe Thelr
output must be measwred not in guantitative but rather in
qualitative terms. This fact has Deen too mueh ignored in
American educatione The problem of large nurbers of mediocre
students (inevitably mediocre because in sny nation there
are and can be only a few of high quality) and too fregquently
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mediocre teachers, has driven us to put too much faith in
system and organigation and to apply to all students and pro-
fessors a mltitude of petty regulations shich, while they may
have some value for the average, are a sad hindrance to the
beste
"Freiheit und Gefahr sind nicht su trennen," says
Psulsen in discussing the question of Lehrfreiheit in his
book on the German Universities. Freedom has its dangers,
but those dangers must be faced by the institution which is
searching for the highest excellence. For The Institute for
Advanced Study no other cowrse 1s possible than, first of ell,
to search far the best, both in professors and students, and
then to leave them in freedom to work out their own salvation.
The Institute for Advanced Study will be small
and, on that account, necessarily expensive. It con make
no use of the methods of mass production. Its expenses, however,
will be almost entirely in salaries and in facilities for work.
Grounds and buildings will be modest--barely sufficient to pro-
vide comfortably for the work which is to be done in them.
In the beginning there will be no lsboratories snd only work-
ing libraries for the various subjects undertaken. Administra-
tion will likewise be reduced to the simplest possible level.
There should be no need for discipline nor even for exsmina=-
tions, except in the case of those students (probably a small
minority) who will be candidates for degrees. The admission
of students (subject to the limitations of the capacity of the
Institute) will be determined largely by the professors with
whom they are to do thelir worke Nine-tenths of the problems
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with which most administrative officers have to desl will,
far the Institute, simply not exist, and nine-tenths of the
regulations under which university work is ordinarily done
and degrees granted will be unnecessary. |

The problem of the Institute will in these respects
be simple and easy to solve. Its central aim, however, will
not be easy to achieve. That aim is the production of important
contributions to Imowledge and the adequate tralning of a few
reslly first-rate young scholars. For success in that high
adventure no individual and no institution can give guarantees.
By that success and by that alone will the new Institute Justi-
fy the faith of the Founders, the Directar, and the Trustees.
If 1t succeeds, it should point the way for other institutions
of lesrning end do its part in raising the intellectual standard
of American post-graduate worke It i3 an experiment, in the
outcome of which the whole educational world will have an
interest.
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has asked me, as

47

to outline the
addition to o
I am glad to
its dramati
promise of‘ future "l d - é?
A few years ago, sgsiflﬁiléanr his retirement from
the Generszl Education Board, Dr. Flexner gave the Rhodes Memorial
Lectures at the University of Oxford on the subject of "Uni- /

University Press and have attracted wide attention in univ
AKFCWMM"“
circles, because of thetr—drastiv-erisieiems of England, Germany,

France, and especially of the United States, si\mendoes. As

versities." The lectures were later published by the Oxfo;z/
si
il ™\

he was engaged in correcting the proofs of his volume, Dr. Flexner
received a visit from the legal representative of two persons,

whose names were not mentioned, who had formed the intention

,J...o{m
of devoting their fortune to some, purpose, and

who were in search of advice as to precisely what purpose t::ﬂ:;

would be most useful. By way of reply Dr. Flexner handed

(:Z \V
over the proofs of/pages in WhiCh{~z_iiiii———"_—————”"
. v

"Progress might be greatly assisted by the outright
creation of a school or institute of higher learning, a er
university in the post-graduate sense of the word. Vv
should be a free soclety of scholars--free, because mature y”
persons, animated by intellectual purposes, must be left {‘ 0"
to pursue their own ends in their own way. Administration L
should be slight and inexpensive. Scholars and scientists *fﬂ
should participate in 1ts government; the president should

come down from his pedestal. The term 'organization! G' N
should be banned. The institution should be open to persons,\g\ 5‘

competent and cultivated, who do not need and would abhor

o

|'\W
L g
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spoon-feeding-~-be they college graduates or not. It
should furnish simple surroundings--books, laboratories,
and above all, tranquillity--absence of distraction either
by worldly concerns or by parental responsibility for an
immature student body. Provision should be made fob the
amenities of life in the institution and in the private
11fe of the smff. It need not be complete or symmetrical:
if a chair could not be admirably filled, it should be
left vacant. There exists in America no university in
this sense~--no institution, no seat of learning devoted to
higher teaching and research. Everywhere the pressure of
undergraduate and vocational activities hampers the
serious objects for which universities exist. Thus
sclence and scholarshilip suffer; money is wasted; even
undergraduate training is less efficient than it might be,
if left to itself.

"What could be expected, if a modern American uni-
versity were thus established? The ablest scholars and
scientists would be attracted to its faculty; the most
earnest students would be attracted to its laboratories
and seminars. It would be small, as Gilmen's Johns
Hopkins was small; but its propulsive power would be momen-
tous out of all proportion to its size. It would, like
a lens, focus rays thaet now scatter. The Rockefeller
Institute for Medical Research is limited in scope;
its hospital contains less than fifty beds. But its
uncompromising standards of activity and publication
have given 1t influence in America and Europe through-
out the entire field of medical education and researche.
A university or a school of higher learning at the level
I have indicated would do as much for other disciplines
and might thus in time assist the gonaral reorganization
of secondary and higher education.

The suggestion appealed to the prospective donors.

Interviews were held, the plan was elaborated, and finally wgk.-

adopted,subject to one condition=~that Dr. Flexner himself
‘LEGSE consent to become the Director of the new Institute and

launch it upon its career. It is not often that a eritic of

existing institutions has so vwwai at; and—so—dramabie an

opportunity to put his 1deé-construct1vely into practics.

The offer was a challenge which could not be refused. And

#n May, 1930, the new Institute was formally incorporated,

the Board of Trustees received a preliminary gift of $5,000,000,

ri{ oz alinm

and the work of inauswraetieon bagan.[ iLde=tiwious et
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(:§> The new institution is to be dexsteped devoted tq,‘\
??$f:—~gra te
' #er=xb, gumd study and research.divorced from what Dr. Flexner

)ﬁL
2 attentione. ]\
N

has called "the charms and diversions" of undergraduate

work. It is to be small in size, plastic in 1ts organlization,

and severely limited, at least in the beginning, as regards

the subjects ofssiiy M which it will ternel i et T

deal. Ssalaries wlill be generous, and no man will be appointed

to a professorship who has not, in the opinion of the Director

and his advisers, achieved eminence in his field, or who does

not show promise of attaining such eminence. This limitation :
means that the teaching staff will always be small, and uuau@#hgﬂf%
so at the beginning. The number of students will likewlse be
limited. Only those individuals will be admitted who show

the greatest promise in thelr chosen fields. The Institute

will grant but one degree--the Ph.D.--and it .seems abé-deass
probable that the greater number of its students will be

interested not in degrees but in the opportunity for research

under stimulatingxym guidance. I

g {first
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ed by the n e
So far as subjects of study ere concerned the
! pol@cy of the Director and Trustees is to attempt only those
- which are fundamental, omitting all subjects which
;” are merely applications of fundamental knowledge to profes-
{//x sional or utiliterian needs. The plan is to proceed slowly,
to attempt no subject for which eminent teachers sre not
procurable, and to begin, so far as possible, with swedeWs iﬂl
which are less asdequately represented in Americen universities.
In accordance with these principles it has been
gggided to begin with a School of Mathemetiecs. In this subject

bleeee professors have already been appointed: Einstein of

Berling Veblen of Princeton, o ieigplesgpenibyptazen . Professor

Veblen has been at work aince October 1832, and Profeasog[

u.
Einstein aagfaogi take up b§;$r duties in October 1933. It

A Lacan el
seems probable that the next ai#iilt to be underdmicen will be

economics. In btmet case kmx% the subject of .2t Ty

I t-
L lAL Luga P AATH

il gl , Encloww wall |« Pdpwger § ) ‘and 1in the School of Econ-
omics there might well be a Professor of Peliébiesi~Scienee

s laduolied who would in a sense LA/?bL{I- the“g;; schools,
or a Professor of Political Science or Social History, who
would point the way to other fields. Further developments
have not yet been resolved upon, end they will in every case
be slowe It will be a principle of the Institute to make
no step forward which has not been long and carefully con-
sldered, to inaugurate no new subject of study in which the
promise of usefulness 1s not great, end to leave eny chair

vacant unless a man of high ability can be found to £ill it.
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It wes stipulated by the donars that the Institute
should be located in New Jersey. For the sake of access to
adequate library facilities and for the sake of avoiding
the isoletion of so twa'l a group of professors end students
e site near an esteblished university was obviously desirables
For these ressons it has been decided to select for the new
institution a n;;o in or near the town of Princeton. No
plot of ground has as yet been purchased, and the Professors
of Mathematics will, through the kindness of the authorities
of Princeton University, begin their work in Fm Fuws Hall.
The Institute will in no sense become & part of Princeton
University. It will have its own grounds and buildings, its

own trustees, its own staff of teachers, and its own studentse.

But it will gain much, thanks to the generous ;éxff. A sl

: e sftsoler
~of the Princeton authorities, from access to the library and
',ll' Lr'."{ﬁ"\.
othgréfacilitios of—phre-Umiversiby; amd it should be able &m.
'MT;;_L'J)L:;.;

retzen to make a contribution to the intewestiwng atmosphere
and resources of bthe Univeraity’ e Pijaﬂ-a
A

_mt*_ﬂ e L
In formuleting the plan for the new Institute Dr.
Flexner has consulted a long list of eminent scholars in
various rfields, both in America end Europe. In addition to
the men whom he was able to consult personally, a large
number of others were consulted by letter. The questions
asked in each case were much the same. What type of institu-
tion would make the greatest contribution to the intellectual
life of the United States cf-limeriea? What type of organization

would most certainly produce the best results? What features
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of our American universities should be avoided and what ones
imitated?

The answers from American scholars are most illumina%-
ing. Everywhere the tentative plans of the new institute were
hailed with enthusiesm. Not many novel ideas for orgean-
ization offSme—Frrstibube were suggested. Indeed, in the
opinion of the majority, the precise features of the organ-
ization were oemsigerid unimportant. The three things most
insisted upon were adequate salaries and zllowance for books
and as44ulaver , small numbers, both of teachers and students,
and the maximum freedom in which to work. The last point was
the one most frequently insisted upon. Dr. Flexners=tee, /o
made the statement that the 1deal conditions for the highest
intellectual work du:re identical with those which might make
possible complete idleness. On the mediocre level careful
regulations are useful and perhaps necessary. They will
serve to prevent waste of time, to distribute burdens equally
and to increase the amount of work done even if they cannot
improve its quality. But the best minds work best in freedom.
Regulations may hamper them but they cannot help. Their
sl huat must be measured not in quantitative but rather
d 11; qualitative terms. This fact has been too much ignored
in American educatione The problem of ewr large numbers

@ of iImevitebdy mediocre atudantx eand too frequently mediocre
teachers, has driven us to put too much faith in system and
organization and to apply to all students and professors a
multitude of petty regulations which, while they may have

some value for the average, are a sad hindrance to the best.

_'I;L oo, wad Yo fols KFreedom has its dangers, but those dangers must be

. ! i . . | |
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whot
faced by the semsTi=Sy 1nst1tution1 wike 1is searching for

the highest excellence. For the Institute for Advanced
Study no other course is possible than, first of all, to
search for the best, both in professors and students, and
then to leave them in freedom to work out their own salvation.

The Institute for Advanced Study will be small
and, on that account, necessarily expensive. It can make no
use oé:;athoda of mass production. Its expenses, however,
will be almost entirely in salaries end in facllities for work.
Grounds and buildings will be modest--barely sufficient to
provide comfortably for the work which is to be done in them.
In the beginning there will be no laboratories and only work-
ing libraries for the various subjects undertaken. Adminis-
tration will likewise be reduced to the simplest possible
levele. There should be no need for discipline nor even for
examinations, except in the case of those students (probably
a small minority) who will be candidates for degrees. The
admission of students ( &/ «/ L lsdalions of the capacity
of the Institute) will be determined largely by the professors
with whom they are to do their work. Nine-tenths of the
problems with which most administrative officers have to deal
will, for the Institute, Sob altut) et sine-aanie o T
regulations under which university work is ordinarily done
eand degrees granted will be unnecessary.

The problem of the Institute will in these respects
be simple and easy to solve. Its (rulyal aim, however,

will not be easy to achieve. That aim is the production of
important contributions to knowledge and the adequate training
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of a few really first-rate young scholars. For success 5
in that high adventure no individual end no institution

can give guarantees. By that success and by that alone

will the new Institute justify the faith of the founders,

the Director, and the Trustees. <:? w daeaseds o :,-Z.MJ
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orrceas (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ano MAS. FELIX FULD, 1830) TeusTERY
LOUIS BAMBERGER [
President TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDELOTTE
uRs. -ml;t:.uhl-:wu 100 EAST 42nD STREET mumu :;:::..mn ER
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON NEW YORK, N. Y. ALEXIS CARREL
Chairman ABRAHAM FLEXNER
SAMUSL D, LEiDEaBORE CABLE ADDRESS 1 VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JuLtUS ”:'m'.w”w LD
(LT nc:oa JOHN A. HARDIN
' Assisiant Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
FRANK nrunnrl: HERBERT H. LEMMAN
Secretary SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
ESTHER HERBERT W, MAASS
wh- January 16, 1933 FLORENCE N. SABIN
PERCY §. STHAUS
ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H. WEED
Director of the Institute

Dezr Aydelottep

’

I have just wired you as follows

"Plesse hold up Monitor article until you receive ny letter
written today."

The reason 1s simple. You will remesber cablins me last summer
for terms for Weyl. I sent them. He accepted by cable "in principle®. Shortly
afterwards he declined, Soon after that he reconsidered and accepted. Not
lonz after that he declined and three hours later accepted, sayingz that this
time his decision was "irrevocable", On the basis of the "irrevocabld decieion
I brousht the thins before the Board, havins previously told Veblsn and lMr. Bam-
berger and lirs. Puld of the verious ups and downs. He is plainly a neurotic
person, not in good health, aznd probably suffering somevhat from the foolishness
of his wife. A few days after the Board meeting he sent frantic cablegrans
to Veblen and to me asking to be released, his 111 health ané his fear of the
lanzuage, and God lmows what else, beinz at the bottom of it., I cabled him
accepting his resiznation and I have since written him a ldnd letter. I do not
wish to distmrd his peace of mind or to prejudice him in the eyes of his fellow-

mathematicians, tut he is a é-— fooll

I all alonz have had up my €leeve a second choice - a younger man,
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who has been in America both at Yale and at Princeton £nd who probably wounld
have been offered Weyl's post at G8ttincen., He wants, however, to come to
America and has glready talken out his first citizenship papers, so that on the
vhole I heve no regrets. I wighed, however, that you should have the facts
Ebn the wvriting of your article for the Monitor - just omit Weyl sltogether,

I have excellent news from Mrs, Flexner, who etarts home at the end
of this weelkt, FEleanor and I are both “ine.

With love to you and lMrs. Aydelotte,

Ever sincerely,

.

President FPrankc Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:ESB
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The editor of the Christiasn Sclence Monitor

has asked me, as a Trustee of the Institute for Advanced Study,
to ontline the plan snd puwrpose of that newly established
addition to our nationesl facilities for higher education.

I am glad to comply because of my interest in the Institute=-
its dramatic origin, 1ts daring plan, and its extraordinary
promise of future usefulness.

A few years ago, shortly af'ter his retirement from
the General Eduecation Doard, Dre. Flexner gave the Rhodes Memoriesl
Lectures at the University of Oxford on the subject of "Uni-
versities.” The lectures were later published by the Oxford
University Press and have attrected wide attention in university
circles, because of thelr drastic eriticisms of England, Germany,
France, and especially of the United States of America. As
he was engsgzed in correcting the proofs of his volume, Dr. Flexner
recoived a visit from the legal representative of two persons,
whose names were not mentioned, who had formed the intention
of devoting thelr fortune to some educstional purpose, and
who were in search of advice as to prooiu!_.y what purpose
would be most usefule By way of reply Dr. Flexner handed
over the proofs of pages in which he sald:

"Progress might be greatly assisted by the outright
creation of a school or institute of higher le a
university in the post-graduate sense of the worde It
should be a free soclety of scholars--free, because mature
persons, animated by intellectual purposes, mmst be left
to pursue thelr own ends in their own way. Administration
should be slight and inexpensive. Scholars and scientists
should participate in its government; the president should
come down from his pedeatale The term 'organization!

should be bannede The institution should be open to persons,
, competent and cultivated, who do not need snd would abhor
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spoon=feeding-=be they college gradustes or not. It
should furnish simple surroundings--books, laboratories,
and sbove all, tranquillity--absence of distraction either
by worldly concerns or by parental responsibility for an
immature student bodye Frovision should be made fop the
amenities of life in the institution end in the private
1ife of the saff. It need not be complete or symetriecal:
Uaethummm.Mnuyrm it should be
lef't vacant. There exists in imerica no university in
this sense~-no institution, no seat of learning devoted to
higher teaching and research. Ev ere the pressure of
undergraduate and vocational activities hampers the
serious objects for vhich universities exist. Thus
sclence and scholarship suffer; is wasted; even

und. uate training is less efficient than it might be,
ir t to 1tselr.

"What could be expected, if a modern American uni-
versity were thus established? The ablest scholars and
scientists would be attracted to its faculty; the most
earnest students would be attracted to its laboratories
and seminars. It would be small, as Gilmen's Johns
Hopkins was smell; but its propulsive power would be momen=-
tous out of all proportion to its sise. It would, like
a lens, focus rays that now scattere The Hockefeller
Institute for lediecal Hesearch 1s limited in scope
its hospital contains less then fifty beds. But 1
uncompromising standards of activity and publieation
have given it influence in Amerieca and Europe through=-
out the entire fleld of medicnl education and research.
A university or a school of higher learning at the level
I have indicated would do as much for other disciplines
and might thus in time assist the 5mu-a1 reorganization
of secondary and higher education.

The suggestion appealed to the prospective donors.
Interviews were held, the plan was elaborated, and finally was
adopted subject to one condition==that Dr. Flexner himself
must consent to become the Director of the new Institute and
launch 1t upon 1ts career. It 1s not often that a eritic of
existing institutions has so end so dramatic an
opportunity to put his idea constructively into practice.
The offer was a challenge which could not be refused. And
in May, 19350, the new Institute was formally incorporated,
the Board of Trustees received a preliminary gift of $5,000,000,
and the work of inmuguration begane It is obvious
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will supply a large group of interested persons who will watch'
every step of 1ts development
critical attention.

The new institut’on is to be dexstepsd devoted to,

graduste
first, g=mid study and research divorced from what Dr. Flexner
has called "the charms and diversions” of undergraduate

worke It 1s to be smell in sise, plastic in its orgenization,
and severely limited, at lust in the beginning, as rosm'dl

the subjects of study - which 1t wlll ... . (=l [

desl. OSalaries will be generous, snd no man will be appointed
to a professorship who has not, in the opinion of the Director
and his advisers, achieved eminence in his field, or who does
not show promise of attaining such eminence. This nmitnum

means that the teachimg staff will always be small and oo w/ /.,

80 at the begirninge The muiber of students will likewise be
limited. Only those individuals will be admitted who show
the greatest promise in their chosen fields, The Institute
will grant but one degree~=the Ph.De=-and it seems at least
probable that the greater number of 1ts students will be
interested not in degrees but in the oppartunity for research
under stimmlatinggz= guidance. It 1s interesting to note that
the first fowr students with wvhom the Institute began its work
this year have slready taken thelr doctor's degrees and have
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fellowships awarded by the lNational Research Couneill.
So far as subjects of study sre concerned the
policy of the Director and Trustees is to attempt only those
| subjects which are fundamental, omitting all subjects which
are merely applications of fundamental knowledge to profes-
sional or utilitarian needs. The plan is to proceed slowly,
to attempt no subject for which eminent teachers are not
procurable, and to begin, so far as possible, with subjects
which ere less adequately represented in Americen universities.
In accordance with these prineiples it has been
decided to begin with a School of Hathematiecse In this subject
three professors have already been appointeds: Einstein of
Berlin, Veblen of Princeton, end igyl of GBttingen. Frofessor
Veblen has been at work since October 1952, and Professors
Einstein and Weyl take up their duties in October 1033. It
seems probable that the next subject to be undertalren will be
economicse In that case Lhxk the subject of
and in the School of Econ-
omics there might well be a Profeasor of Political Science
who would in a sense the new schools,
or a Professor of Political Science or Social History, who
would point the way to other fields. Further developments
have not yet been resolved upon, snd they will in every case
be slowes It will be a principle of the Institute to make
no step forward which has not been long and carefully con-
sidered, to inaugurate no new subject of study in which the
promise of usefulness 1s not great, and to leave any chair
vacant unless a man of high ability can be found to 11l 1t.
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It was stipulated by the donars that the Institute
should be located in llew Jerseye For the sake of access to
adequate library facilities and for the sake of avoiding
the isolation of so a group of professors and students
a site neer an established university was obviously desirablee.
For these ressons 1t has been decided to select for the new
institution a site Iin or near the town of Princeton. No
plot of ground has as yet been purchased, and the Professors
of Mathematics will, through the kindness of the sutharities
of "rinceton Univeraity begin thelr work in Fur Hall.
The Institute will in no sense become a part of "rinceton
Universitye It will have its own grounds and builldings, its
omn trustees, its own stalff of teachers, and its own students.
But 1t will gein rach, thanks to the gencrous
of the Princeton smumtharities, from access to the library and
other facilities of the University; and 1t should be able in
return to make a contribution to the interesting atmosphere
and resources of the Universitye

In formulating the plen for the new Institute Dre
Flexner has consulted a long list of eminent scholars in
various fields, both in imerica and Europe. In addition to
the men wvhom he was able to consult personally, a large
munber of others were consulted by letter. The gquestions
asked in each case were much the same, What type of Institu-
tion would make the grestest contribution to the intellectual
life of the United States of America? What type of organization
would most certainly produce the best results? What features
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of our Americen universities should be avoided and what ones
imitated?

The eanswers from Americen scholars are most 1illuminaé-
ing. Everywhere the tentative plans of the new institute were
hailed with enthusiasme Not meny novel ideas for the organ-
ization of the Institute were suggested. Indeed, in the
opinion of the majority, the precise festures of the argan-
ization were considered unimportant. The three things most
insisted upon were adequate salaries and sllowance for books
and s small numbers, both of teachers and students,
and the maximm freedom in which to warke. The last point was
the one most frequently insisted upone Dre Flexner, too,
made the statement that the idesl conditions for the highest
intellectual work were identical with those which might make
possible complete idleness. On the mediocre level careful
regulations are useful snd perhaps necessarye. They will
serve to prevent waste of time, to distribtute burdens equally
and to increase the amount of work done even if they cannot
improve its qualitye. But the best minds work best in freedom.
Regulations may hamper them but they cammot helps Thelr

mist be measured not in quantitative but rather
£ in quelitative terms. This fact has been too rmmch ignored
in Americen educatione The problem of our large numbers
of inevitably mediocre students, and too frequently mediocre
teachers, has driven us to put too mmch faith in system and
organization end to apply to sll students and professors a
miltitude of petty reguletions which, while they may have
some value for the average, are & sad hindrance to the bdest.

Freedom has 1ts dangers, but those dangers mst be
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faced by the person, or institution, who is searching for

the highest excellence. For the Institute for Advanced

Study no other course is possible than, first of all, to
search for“the best, both in professors and students, and
then to leave them in freedom to work out their own salvation.

The Institute for idvanced Study will be small
and, on that account, necessarily expensive. It can make no
use of methods of mass production. TIts expenses, however,
will be elmost entirely in salaries and in facilities for worke.
Grounds and buildings will be modest-~barely surficient to
provide comfortably for the work which !s to be done in theme
In the beginning there will be no laboratories snd only worlk-
ing litraries for the various subjects undertalken. Adminis-
tration will likewise be reduced to the simplest possible
lovele There should be no need for discipline nor even for
exmminations, except in the case of those students (probadbly
a small minority) who will be cendidetes for degrees. The
admission of students ( of the capacity
of the Institute) will be determined largely by the professors
with vhom they are to do thelr worke. HNine=-tenths of the
problems with which most administrative officers have to desl
will, for the Institute, not exist, and nine-tenths of the
reguletions under which university work is ordinarily done
and degrees pgranted will be unnecessarye.

The problem of the Institute will in these respects
be simple and easy to solve. Its aim, however,
will not be easy to achlieve. That aim 1s the production of
important contributions to lnowledge and the adequate training
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of a few reclly first-rate young scholars. For succeas
in that high adventwre no individusl and no institution
can give guarantees. By that success and by that slone
will the new Institute Justify the faith of the founders,
the Directar, and the Truatees.
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OF SERVICE DESIRE CHECK
DOMESTIC CABLE
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER| DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN,

NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT WEEK END
|__LETIER LETTER] TIME FILED
l:-:run‘. should check class of m
K tranamitted as  full-rate /7~ '\_ r
communieation. NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST vics

Send the following message, subject to the lerms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo

Received from New York Jan. 7, 1933

President Aydelotte
WILL EXPECT YOU MONDAY MORNING ABOUT

QUARTER TO ELEVEN MANY THANKS
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES.
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January 5, 1933.

', Dear Dr. Flexner:
I am coming over to the meeting on Monday, |
and I shall be delighted to look in at your office
early as you suggeste I can take s late train Sunday
evening, sleep at the Harvard Cludb, end thus have the |
entire morning in New York. I will telephone to Mrs.
Bailey sometime between nine and temm
With warmest good wishes for the New Year
to you and youwr family, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dre Abreham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advsnced Study
100 Eest 42nd Street

| New York City
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET
New YOmrK, N. Y

Jamuary 3, 1933

Dear Aydelotte:

As you are coming to the meeting next Mondey,
I am wondering if it would be possible for you to come
a little earlier in order that you and I may discuss
matters which may have a2 bearing on the Institute.
I have wanted an opportunity gf this kind during the
entire autumn, but I have been so busy that I have
been nnable to get a week-end at Swarthmore.

With best wishes for the New Year,

Ever sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College b 7

Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania
AF;ESB ;
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