
Deoember 17, 1934.

Dear Dr. 'lexnerl

Frankfurter has recentl se-lt me all b.1s correspondence

nth you and wrItten me a lett··r in that oo-neotlon, copy of

which I enclose. Ky mother's death nnd a beastly cold, whiCh

kept me In bed for sevAral da: s, hove delayed .y reply untIl

today. Indeed, thl. i. dictated fro. oed though I am planning

to be up and around th is afternoOD.

As 1 think the natter over, it sec s to me that

rrAAkrurt~rl. difficulty i. preci.ely what 1 said In my letter

to him, Le•• that !oe conruses the fU1clion of a trustee a little

bit with that of the ed"inistrator. Just as professors IlIWJt be

left 1n freftdo., so far 8.3 teaching 1s concerned, so must the

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham rlexner, Director
InstItute for Advanced Study
Pr1nceton, •• J.

1 am dell.hted to hear the new' of your letter fro•

aM gled that we shall DOt need n lD8et1ng of the Executl..., ,

ed=lnistrator be left in freedo. s to t~e details of hi. work

,i.and be Judged by result••

• J 'C-rttee before the reg lar Il:>ard KeetlDc on J8IlUAr;' 14th.

Wltb Klndest regsrd~

. '-,
•

-!' ~ '1
.'~~. -: Adame,

..........
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THE INS11TUTE FOR ADVAl"CfD STUDY

P.ISC£TO~, NEW JOSEY

~oc~bor 12, 193~

~ear Aydelotte:

I have r4ld a lou~ lett~r !rom • of

a. most cll:

t'H lett r that, if ~ rscil'1k is to co:cc o"er to Le

United St.... t.elJ. thE' bClJt tioe l1"'ulc. be the 5~rinc vnco.tion.

Such b~lng the CASC, there will be no n ea of an Executive

Co ittee ceet1n.~ to consiJ.er t:.D ':vlttcr in advance of

With 1 £001 wi :Jhe~.

Ever otnce~..l;,

President Fr~ "delotte
Sr.nrtncore Coller~

S~ ~ore. P~s~lv~la

[cl

/
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tOTO b t'" 27, 19~4.

De Dr. F,e er,

I I.ave our letter ot' Nove ber 2~rd

and ah do not ng til I he r fro~ you after you

haye aa a 'eply fro!!l the ardell of All Soul.. I sa

taking up the que.ti

the Faculty.

of P of.ky ~i h 8!!lb~rs of

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abr ~eXller, Director
In.titute for Adv~ ced at y
Prince tOil, •. J.

--r
r

•

\

.' 1\
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TIlE J:SSTInrrE FOR ADVANCE> STJ.,1>Y

Plu~aTOS. NEW JI!.U£Y

::OVer.l.ber 2" 19}4

Dear Aydelotte:

As far as I can now see, December 18 would

probably b~ a cood date fOT the Executive Committoe

!C.eetin , but I 'lhould prefer that no meeting be called

un~il I have hee.r=i fro:t the ~arden of All 50'.119 to .ho::1

I have written regardlnt; !.:arschek.

',7hen you write to Panofsky, you are free to

r:.cntion at I have expressed to you the hope that he

.ill accept the invitation.

With all good wi~hes,

Sincerely yourG,

?resident ?ra~~ Aydelotte
S~art~ore College
Swarthmore, Penneylvania

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



au"...... ""vel"""c,_...
........ , II. >Uil.

',u-C'._••
........... u .....,.

'k~C'_.u.

... 1111 .....--.

Tu.,u.

' ....... lOIUI
Auu,.., T,eatratr

I'U....: • 'I'WIIrrn

S_;I.,

UTI'Ua. LUUT

.f.... ,..'S«",..,

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
c..v ..... n 1.0\1, ..........-. ... NU. flU" '171••, "]0)

:ICI ~ASS."U STkE.ET

nJscnow. Ksw JIUIY

l:ovenber 20, 1934

U"llUI

,....0: .lDll.OnI.
__ I.IUC_

.un,. c.onu

............ n.a.u
null n.a..ouvuu
Jt!Ul;f'ru.."......."" .
........10 1::_.
...... uu _

.uao:r ......
FUQ; .

".Al.nJl ''''WU;1'
>UcT I. no.ov,
......... O'UU•

l.l"" JI. WID

AKA...... FUJI""
Oi.,(I", ./'h ltu/J/.,.

Vy dear Preal ent Aydelotte:

I have received your letter of the sevo~teenth

to ~r. Fle~er while he 13 in Wao in~on. ! em sure that he will

reply to you prooptly u)on "s return in reference to the date of

the caetine ~ the Executive Co~ittee.

~e title o~ Pro:essor E. A. Lorrels book is

un "'l:ntU

LOU" I ...IU_.

Mu••111:1 '''LO

Codice~ tin! Antiguiores. You. ODJ be interested to knOll that

Professor Zd.ward K. Band, 107 Lake Vie,., Avenue, Cao.bridge, L!as!;a-

chusetts I has 'llTi tten an excellent review of the Codices. U~or-

tw:tetel- Dr. Ele:mer bas not 0. cC1!!7 nt bend toot I can senu. to you.

The professor, eom.ected wi th the War· c; LibrarJ,

10 Dr. E:nrln ofsky, 114 Prospect Avenue, Pr neeton, new Jersey.

Dr. Panofsky npenda ':'u.eocia s, \ledneodays, and ':'h:w.·sdays in Uew York

Cit:/, •

1JeTy truly :-ouro.

President? delotte
Swarthnore 00110£e
S. threore, Pennsylvania
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November 19, 1931.

Jear Dr. Fler-nor:

Since .1 rany sent me 3 copy of his p pn!et,

I re~urnln ~e one you 90 kindly lent me. I read

~t with the keenest interest, and m passing it around

to 50 e of our men here.

Wi h kindest regsrds, I am

Yours g1~cerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, D'rector
Institute for Ad7DQced Stud
PrincetoQ, N. J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

>0 NASSAU STREET

P't.1N"CrroS. :!l'IW JIUIT

UovS'llber 2, 1934

President Frank delotte
SwarthDore College
Swarthmore, Penna 1vania

dear President Aydelotte

I 8J!I. sending you herevri th the J.linutel!l of

ttvnU-l

......o:nollJnn.

.............KlGO

..c.u;u CIIDD.

......,loJIrusJI..

'uu: o:runD
Juuu" _
JON. L tutM..

...... ............vc......

..... vn •. u:,-.-r
IIlI.OD.' H .

naucaL 11f

..Iun ..
run u.
...OUInAU:1f
Ll1ru .. wu-

the F.egular sting of the Institute f'or Advanced Stud

held October a, 1934. Please send me ~ corrections

whioh the Minutes seen to you to require.

Very truly yours,

~siatant Seoretary
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e obeT £9, 1134.

De r Or. lexner:

In reply to :'~ur lett of Oct~ber

27 h I 4-:1 lad to se'1d y.m I:l'.! p;>rov-l o~ be

epJlQ1nLe or r tessor rse .nd of the in

tat100 to Prof'es",r . 9rs J..k to viJ1t p.. eatoa.

I.... e th this 1nvitat10 to

Proressor "'sch 10111 be Mode w1t;lOUt ..ny

co 1t ent 00 t,9 part of 1 e In.t1 te to

offer hl~ a position or on his part to accep

1t.

oar! sincere ...",

Dr. A ra~\8.iIl _exner, 1J
I~8t't~ e !or v~ced

Princeton, '{ w rs)

rector
Study
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~ . rt'lmore, p ..

Oc ~ 'or 27, 1934.

r,stltu e for A~v ,ced S'udy

to Fr A-del tte, Dr.

Oct)b~r 8~h, t~lp to Jrk t

or t e T~~te s:

?'1ll&!elphl • 0 lie i>u ~

Ii s nd t, Xis

... ls 01 tr

r ~ 1

B. ",e:td ~et1

c l n 7 98

1 OJ

1 ~s

n 93
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Dear President ~elotte:

At the meeting o£ the Board held October 8th I s tat.,d 1n rrti report

that the mathematical group of the Institute feel that there is a gap 1n their

ranke whioh it is important to fill. The have been pondering the problem. and

conslderi.tll 1Il8l1 for the pA8t au or eight montha. The Board. adopted the follow-

in,g resolution:

RESOLVED, That on the reoamnendation of the mathematlce.l
staff, the Direotor be and hereby 18 empowered to 8Ubait, in
hie discretion, to the Exeoutive Committee the namination of
an additional profenor to the School ot lIathematics, prortded
the total budget of the School ot Wathsatios 18 tlOt substan­
tially inoreased by thia appoint:aent for the year 1935-19:56.

The person cbo,en by the math_tioal taoulty 1, Professor llarston

)Iorae ot Harvard University. By disoontinuing - at any rate, tor the time being -

the rtalting professorship, practioally the entire sum requisite to seoure

Protenor IIoree l s aooeptance of the post ( 12,600 a year) nIl be aTailable

without substantial increase in the budget.

Both Professor Korse and the Harvard faoulty desire speody aotion

on the part or the Institute, and as I tw.VG uoertained that it is impossible

for several .-bere of the Exeoutive Ce-dttee to be present at any meeting when

I am !'ree during the ocn1ng week, I 1IZll... t the suggestion ot the Treasurer, ....k-

iug by mail the informa.l ratifioation of the diaoretiono.ry power given to the
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October 27. 1934 - 2 -

Director in the AboTe cited resolution. I ehall be happy it you are willing to

send .a b1 wire or letter notioe of your opinion.

I have also been authorized to submit to the Board .. nomination in

the field of economios. I em proceeding in this matter with the utmost CAution.

Professor 'YOn Ne~ has been kind enough to read for 1118 the publications of'

severa.! young economists who have used. to seae extent...th_tical aethods.

In h18 judOlent the Ablest of the group is Profeseor Ilarsohak. now a Fellow ot

All Soule College. Oxf'ord. On the other hand. those nth ..mam I have spoken.

inoluding Professor von Neucann. are UDWilliug to give a final opinion until

they ha'ft had an opportunity to speak with Proteseor Warsohat: in A le1a:urely way.

It will require A relatively saall sum to bring Profenor Ka.uahak and his wife

to Prinooton for four to su weeks. He GOuld in th1a: --.y "et into personal aon-

taot not only with economists and mathematicians here. but with corresponding
"-

•persons in certain other centers who are disposed to help me a.a they helped me

in bringing together the math_tios group.

I should Uke an lntonaal authorization to oonsUl!lll8.te the arran sent

above sUUested with the Warden of All Souls College ..00 with Protessor WarIlOhak

himself. Aa soon u it is possible to hAve .. regular meeting of the Executive

Committee. this 1nformal aotion oan be ratified.

I have endeavored constantly to Avoid uk:1ng intonaal approbation.

but in these two inatanees it see.. tm8.voldable. In addition. the Board hu in

both instances already cO!llll1tted ibielf with respect to the euential steps.

Hoping for a prompt aDd oandid oOi:lllunioa.tion by letter or telegram.

10m
Very sinoerely yours,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swartl:zore College
twartl:aore. Pennsyln.n1a

!llrJE
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October 17, l~&l,

Dear Dr. FlexaerJ

w. are looking ~orw3rd with great pleasure to

vis1ting .'.)u Frida, n1"1lt. I plan lIY.elt to arrhe,

,tween tour ~d five o'clock, ~nd have promised to

to to the Veblen. to tea ~t five to meet Dr. Schoenberg,

Whom Veblen has reco~.nded u! a substitute for Dresden

tor one year, beginning Februar 1st. I ~hall than come

back to the Inn ul.1.d1litely after tea, lIari. 11
\

be lir iv1D& about the So.:.l. t1llle. I .han probably h ve

to go to lea- York to lunch wi h Lord Loth1lU1, :md s 11

come to Princeton by train, ··h11e .nrlE comes fro.

S"artbaore in the .1'·ord.

Your s sine .rely,

Dr. Abr am Flexner, Director
Institute for Adv.nced Study
Princeton, II. J.
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THE INSTIllITE FOR ADVANCED S11JDY

PliNeEr'ON, NEW JI!IlSIlY

October 10, 1934

Dear Aydelotte:

I wonder if you will get in touch with

)(r. Maass and try to fix a date when he and you and

your respective wives can CCDfII down for a week-end

and golt. The 19th, 20th and 21st, or 8S much thereof

as you can arrange, would suit us perfeotly.

Didn I t we have a good lIlOeting the other

do¥l

Remember me to lJrs. qdelotte, and believe

"'".
Always sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Sw"arthmore. Pe1:D1syl"ftUl1&

l.. J-.
P.S. S~ di:?atiny tho
above I have received your
letter. Fine I I am sonding
the enclosed to lIr. l1aas1l.

A.F.
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October 10, 1934

near l!r. ~:nn.aat

I na:Ye j'Ullt receh'ed the oncloeed

fl'Ol:l Pnddcnt A:1delnttc. 'Pe 1c counting on MT1ne:

I

tl:at be 1'J1~

either J'r1~ ::.f1;ornoon or SntunI8T (October 19 or 20)

3870U your \Tiro ~. preteI'.

• • Berbert H. ) eaS8

20 b:c~ Pla.co
... Tollt OUT

UfOSB

,
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October 9, 19M.

De~r D~. ~_exner:

I find th<it ·.;: ....rle und 1 are free to

spend Frida} ni~bt, October 19tb, ,Hh .OU

in :icc\lrd&nce \'11th ·our 5t1':eest1on. )(- pi

1.·... ..J..1d oe to drive ovel' sO'letl..'J.e during the

nrt~rnoon in rood tl~e i~r Jinner, provided

that fits in lth our BnfR~eM nt~.

?ours s1ncerel',

Dr. Abra~am Flexner, Dlrcctor
Ins t 1. tate fnr .'.1 aCIJ'l .....uti..
Princeton, N. J.
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Oclober 9, 1934.

Dear Mr. Maass:

I !lnd that Saturd,y morning, October

2Jt.h, ,,111 suit ",e perfectly, and I '.111 ".

plad t.o meet you ut 9:30 t either et the P:::!.ncet..on

Inn or on the first tee ~~ JOU pre~ r.

H~i'b&rt K. H~D~~, E9~.

~u }~c~&n~e Pi c~

He'" "ork C1 ty
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De I' Dr. r:exae I

, 19 •

11'111" '" s t Jour lett I' or II I 11

be gl 4 0 look up ProresSOl' B~ 1n 1t h e 1

that e sh 1

po 1 111

tor t a

I a-

o I' be

41 . ppoin

It 011" p;>o t a t all 4 ""n1ct, I no! rit 1 all!

ao. a I' s n Ie I' u 0 0 or t

47 1n Tl•• ot t e t ct t 11 ha 1'1' n • auto or our

Com enc. aIlt are DO co lata4? I • 18 re

1.:1 proor or O.l!' 41p1""" .

Your 1 eel' 11,

Dr.
Ins

J
Pr1

r erer, D1rect-r
tor Adv ced:it 4

u S !'Oat
, I. J.
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7, 19 4.

ffir at1ve.

I ill <Iell hte<l 1 h h t ,ou a out ·.he pro.pect.

for next e t'. r1e "'d I re cookin or "0 v1 1t

fr JOU " . Ple et' 0 ...·1 .• in . b De U e. I

t..in. 0 re lr 1 ou.b 1'h e 0 0 h r 0 h.

au jeet of <I •• ,

u • A r F exner, ~lr ctor
Inat1t..te or v.nee<! S"wl
o u' U "treet

p 11oeton, Ii, J.

-I ~

OUrB a1 e el',
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April 1I , 1 lH

Der Jr.. l' emeN

• n 0 re 8 ou oYr ~ e one.
t • ut 10 r t . t • u cl I ere or• ,

enol t I o·~ 'u 1 1 e it 1t ou 01 1 1y

Q V1.oowt 1 OJ 1v PM et p ... re I,•

I sha1 rort to .t o one ....ae t ~......... .to

tll I ear de iaU 1 0 u oext P e • let•

at t " • rU. t co v• 1. t ot.

I 0 .. e PJ.", S • 0 !tar d t t • e p POl1lll

to coot r uo ary de •• on au, • • c teel OlD"

1 .,it t1 to r1n 0" • • t rcls8s u:ld

ror lunc .0Il ter rda.

Jr, ., 1 1 cere1 ,

•

Dr.
I •
Pr

exner,
Advl.:1ce

• J •

r tor
Bt dy
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April 20, 1334..

Dear Dr. Flexnerl

I have talked ov,r dth our Faculty Coamtttee the

question Which I oentioned tn you, of asking Einstein to

give the CO" encement address on June 4th, but I Cind th.t

they are completely unnnimous and vcry decided in preferring

you, wi th ··l1ich decision I need not so: th, t I c"rdio.lly

agree. I B1I1 wr t1ng t~lerefore to extend to you !l very urgent

invit3t1on to rive the CO:lmence:nent ad,tress sod hope very

much tll"t yOJ will be wilUng to do 1t. I "10 not tll1nk you

will Cind it a burden. The address should be here be-

t'.een twenty and thirt), nutes in len~th on '8y sUbject

Which you may wish to !elect. You c~n address your remarks

directly to the Senior Class in t,e form of advice conoerning

their advancement in education or .3cho~arsh1p, or you c

take the Whole country for your audienoe , d use this occasion

to sa, anything you will concerning education in genersl.

I am sure there is no danger that you w11l lack for matter.

If you are 'illing end have any question ubout a topio, perhaps

we can huve a Cew minutes to discuss the matter on Monday.

With kindest regards, I am

YOW" 3 sincerely I

Dr. Abralt Plemer,
20 Na~9au Street
Princeton, If. J.
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tprU 14, 191>4

Dr. Abram. Flexner
20 Nassau street
Princetoo, N. J.

Deeply grieved to hear of your bi::other1s death

hee.rtfelt sympatiIY

f'RAIi:'( HDELOTTE

~Rrie joins me In
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ear Pre«ident JJdelotte:

:rollow1.Dg the last mpeting of the Board,at which both the

Preeident and tbe Vice-President were unaToidab1y abeent, Yr. Bamberger

eugr.eeted that the :s--tawe be ao acended .. to pe~it he e1ee-tion ot

t~ Vice-President., t~ereb1 cAking ae certain .. ~e.ible that a regular

otficer would be in at~end·nce to preside at the m_etin~ of the Bo~.

A change in the BOT-Lan to thll effect will be 81UJm1tted at the forthcoming

annUB.1 meeting.

A rurtb~r change in the B~-Law. will be suggested, namely, that

in place of the present Committee on Site, which 1. not A standing com-

mittee, a etandiD8 Oommittee on :B1.uldinga and Grounda be a'Dpointed, con-

.hUng of three members with the uaual ~-off'icio members.

Sincerely oura,

President !Tank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Co11.~e

Swartbnore, Penneyl",ania
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Dear Dr. Ftexnerl

lfany thanKs f r 'our atter of A"lrl1 ~th. It

would be a kaen di.app0inLment 0 u. if ~'"hing took :ou out

ot the oountry at tne tL2e Jf our Co~_ence~ent 1n June, ~nd if

you do have to go to Europe, "e ho~e lOU ill find it po••ible

to delay your .ai,ing un il etter June 4th.

I have del· ted -1 ting to ..ou !'t 'Out coming

over to Princeton until I could 'i'ure out Just hen ~ould be

the mOlt co~yen1ent ti~e. j1nce ou 're to be ~w~· the first

three day. of next -eek, it looks 0 48 as if tocorrow, Jnturday,

: Iloruins, or Thursdoy, June 12th, ~ou d ork ~est. I 3hall try

to telephone you lat€r 1~ t1.e dEy to find out wliich of these

T:.e Ox' ord electors .)~ • e 1 st .an Professorship

are e~ger to h~va COlpton of Chicago for he next academic Jear,

and haye as'<ed .as to j)repare sugges ions for"u oeeting 1n June

dayo 11 11e ': ..8 Jore co lvenled t ..

\

for the "ear following. I.'l 11 t'len propo.e to theIR the li.t

of Dames which we d13cu3~ed aod n3K them ~o ~~ke a choice based

upon the particular needs of the i:fpre1t Schools. We plan to

sal1 about the 13th of June, 3-0 lnr 'or t 0 or three weeks . ..
1n E:l(land and then going on to Paris for my study in the Col1ef.e

de France.

YO".l.fS slf1cerely,

Dr. Abrah·t.~ b"lemer
In.titute for Adv ced Study
Prinoeton, ft, J.
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Dear President A¥delotte:

I am profoundly touched by your letter of April 4 informing

me that the Executive Committee of the Board of llanagers of Swarthmore

College have approved the recomaendation at the J'acnlty that the honorary

degree of LL.D. be offered to me at your next COIIImencecent. Should I

be in this country, it would give me the keened pleasure to accept this

distinction. There 18 indeed no institution in the country which to

m:t mind bas developed a more 1mportant educat iona! policy than Swartbmore

College. and it 1& this fact that rD8kes me so gratef'ul for the honor

which you and your associates propose to confer OD me.

!q I beg you to express to the Facul. ty and to the lIoard of

Yanagers my profound appreciation, and to believe me, "ith all goed

wishee.

Ever sincerely.

Pre8ident Frank Aydelotte
Swar ~re Colle~

SWarthmore, Pennsylvania

U: ESB
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Dear A)'delotte:

::Ill NASSAU liTl\E1IT

...UICnotol, toll!W JUICY

April 4, 1934

n.=
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..lLnu:s rv~

When I told Anne laat night that I had asked you to

driTe over tor a talk I got a ve~' levere rebuke. and I ooutesa I

.1 stupid. We should 1nt1nitely prefer that you and 1Ir•• Aydelotte

ocae oyer ror dinner and spend the lI1ght. If thi. 1a at all

possible within the next oouple of weeks" oall me by telephone and

we can arrange a dq. And how about that golt Jl&teh over a week-end

between you and Mr. ldaaaat

EYer oontritely,

fA. .-d,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, PennaylT&D.1a
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Dear Aydelotte:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

)Q NASSAU IiTtu:ET

I'I.1NCntlS. H'W JPIIY

April 3, 1934
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I waa very ~lad to know that you and your wife had £otten a little

bit ot a vaoation. I think I might have done well to follow your example, but

acmehOll' this first year I haTe felt that I our.ht to stay on the rround. for,

though there hu not been a £reat deal to do, there has baen .. lot to observe

and to th1Dk about.

I wonder ~ether it would be P088ible ~or you to drive over one of

these fine days, take either Ilmch or dinner with us. and give ne a chance to

canvass lfith you some of the subjects which 1f1.ll probably come up at the a.nnual

meeting. The only iJaposeible days are !!ond..,.. Tuesday r am ledneeday of next

week, when I shall have to be away.

I am delighted to know that Dreaden received a Guggenheim grant.

I hope that he oan arrange nattere with Veblen and his associates ao that he

can be here for part ot the time. I IIIIl leav113& the 1II&tter entirely to the

matheoatical group in this oa8e, Il8 I have done in other cases, whioh 1s~ I am

sure. the prooedure you would yourself endorse.

With war.a greetings and best wi,hee.

EYer sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
S!\rtbmore. Pen.n.sylV8Jl1a
AF/IlCE

u,d-.
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TIlE ISSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED snmv

Il&roh 24. 1934

l!any tbanlca for the oopy ot your letter

to Valentine • I hope you can suocoecl in getting

• - -tUI .e a copy ot Mr•• Collins's letter. It is_ I--certainly discouraging to have to deal wi th suoh

lumpk:1n5 in high position. Eleanor, by the way,

if I remember oorreotly, sbed Jln:. Collina up quite

aoourately SCDe years ago.

Ever sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swar~re College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvan1.a
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Dear Dr. Flexner:

I !lave a choice b1t 01"
literature for you if I can g~t hold or
an uxtre copy.

! have ju~t wr1ttsn the
erlclosed letter to Valentine eb:,ut it,
end hope that he will ~nage e little
article in the Amerioan Oxonian. lTUly.
~e h6ve en astonishing civilization:

y()~S sinoerelY,

Dr. Abrehem Flexner I 01rec tor
In5t1~ute 1"01" Advanoed Study
20 Nase!lu ~treot

.Prlo<'lt.on, New Jersey

I
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C1/'t"",/'"i/,',{.;"c.
..r;.,nc.r'.

IThey Teach,
This Game in
Colleges Now!

Geora-e Ed"""' VcCa.ndlleh, 11
yeal'll old, left hie room In the Con.

~ hOlel 8e1un!aJ' evenln. tor a
.troll about lbe kIop. Meea.dl'-'b, a
8Ophomo", at 8warthmol'e IlOUep.,

8wa.rthnlGn!, PL, bed .topped In the

d17 to 'rildt A Century ot.~
en route tp hi. home tn 841e.W. ~OC'

lh••ummer va.cetlon,
.... ~ pot.ueed III tront or the hotel

aD. dable mlddle u.s mall .npJ8l
him In oonvera.tlon. The youtb told
him ot bIs .'-'It to the city end that
be ..... I",Yina on a m1dnJabl b. (pI'

hle hew..
"motif an Old .~rlend.

.. Th1I le a IIDlDcidenoe:' the __
e:xele1JDed.. .. 1 llftd In .Pb1Ia4elphla

for man)' yean '"d know Swarthmore
well. My name Ie John Cou.hlln. 1
ehouJd be dellabted to walk~t wltb
)'OIL 1 eha.ll .boW )'Ou BucldnabaQ:l
fountain, onll of our m'll)' lIahte."

A. the two watebed the n.lay of
litbta 011 the jetUna _tar .. ..,.U
d....-d man aeked ~, III • marked
Enall.h ._nt, to 4lrect him to .. the
bUJld11l&' of lbe Brit1eb ont.... " at the
FUr. COUallllll aid the.. WN ­
.uc.b ~,un. The .tn...... ope:ned
.. tlrad. on thin.. Amllrklan.

CouabUn, .,....ltll1& • proper ebanos.
drew Wc.C&n4l1ab UiOe and .-Jd;
.. Let'. take some of the codt1J:I_ out
of tble 8ritillher. I'll auaant matcb·
iDa pennkIL You &1wa,.. .bow b~
alld 111 eboW teUa. We caD't .,.....
MClCalldllah aareed- The alnnaer,
wbo p\'e hla name .. JOHpb Dayla,
eaI4 he did DOt llUlOw !be p.me, but
would plQ,

Sent Awe,. f"" Mone,..
n ••am. Wl!¥lt 011 tJll Dev1e 10et

1100 to ttle )'Outh. .. I'm wlilin. 'II
INlY:' ...14 Ul. Britlt.b.r, .. but rei IlJl:e
III _ tba color or )'our 1tI01le)' .ll.rwt.
I'm 1I0t Ple)'llI6 unl_ YOU coWd bav•
paid m. u: YOU bad Ie«."

.. O. x.,." replied JoIcCandJ"h... Jtat
waJt be... tw I 1"0 to my haUl end
pt ttl. D:lOn.y...

A. abort Um. let... Ibe alUMnt ,po

peare4 In tbe SoUlh S~1e .t....t pollee
n-tlorl. .. A... )'Ou IlIt~led In cateb.
10. two pettJ' nd:.teere?" he uked
of Serau. BellJemjn &0-00 and
Mlc~el !l(orl.y. Aller hUrin. hi,
atory Ih.,. atftIftllN'nied him to the
fountain, When Ul.y 'rT'Htld o.,'le
and Cou.hlln.

At the deteettv. bureau n..vte wee
....v"'led to he•• been a","ted 50

"' alnce lItl end Coll&"blln ..
lIY tlmu since lin for operttl.n.r

OlInJ1deAQI pm..
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Uarch 21, 1934
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£UJr/J c:.oa.ID._n.a.o.
rwafU.....vuo.
NU". JQ_.......,..
JII•• a. """",..
.......MIf •• lUIUIfHl'O.

..... UU. •• LlI_

1l1.IMn •• loUlt,
nat.lfca a. 1Ml.
.......,. .........w.,
,..,. .. aug.
LlWl........

81f1<_,. TU/fTUI

U!Ulf ......1ODdI.I.

IIU. 'UI. 'UUl

Dear A3de1otter

Tbanlc you for the time and

thought you bave given to the correspondence

wi th :P'ra:ok:t'arter. After turth.e-r reflection

I baYe decided to send it, because, at it

, "
selD8 to me, though we do not want Yel-men on

first of the kind I bave leen, i leeca 10

8J:l.d I think he ought to UDderstand tl:at once

the board, w. do not want cantan1cero'U aen.

T'ough hie letter was not theand for all.

unprovoked and needlel., not to s81 ungentlemanly.

7.9'
1.1 D

ptJ. -~ ~ ,,.J..:,

I if' ~ ,,,",,.,
/-J- .. c......

that I believe that the air Ihould be cleared

betore needless unpleaaantneis results.

With all good wlahel,

ber sincerely,

President Jrank Aydelotte
S"arthmore Col1e~e

Swa.rtb=ore, PennlJlTania•

{,. . .J-.

IP.S.
Mrs. Bailey will be glad to send you a c~eCk tor vour traveling expenses

in attending the Executive Committee on U'rch 12. if "oU w11l Bend her a
cemorandum. A.F.
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Dear ¥e1otte:

XI S,USAU ITI\E.n"

Uarch 14, 1934

"'1111'0.­

n.osll; ..~_.­
-,~

~~n

........ ~.1DVnD
J'l!U,,,ru_........,.. _.
.ou __•

I.UIIVa. ..~

allQIU'f ..........
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......u:n: ....n .._".,. .._u.
1&W1••• WI"

__Tnlll1TU1
UlIlI__

...... nu>r 11IUI

I bave .made 80meThank you for yours of the 13th.

minor changes 1n the mantee a:u1 added a few warda on the subject

of math~t1cal phJa1ee and Dirac" acceptance_

117 lODg taJ.k with fOU WU Tet'7 heartening and helpt'nl.

aM I want 10U to realbe how I 8;)l)reclate your constant a%ld

illl1.ng co&peratlon.

1Ln. nexner a:od I Y1l1 cooe to fOU for a week-end or

bave fOu here juat as eoon a8 the ~r1ng oake8 ita appearance

in authorltaUTe fashion. I aee that we are threatened wi th

another drop 1n temperature this e~enlng.

Eleanor' B plq went off Tery smooth17 and wae highly

With all good wiehes,

Sincerelf yours,

c..-:f.
President :f'raJJk: .1ldelotte

•Swarthcor. College
Swarthmore, Penne71Tania

U:ESB

P.s•
Since dlctatiDg the abo.... , I ba....

told Veblen wbat you aa.1d to me the
other ~ about Dreaden. lna8mDCh aa

tPcl'r!JWe';.f;J"rf:eFrn"fo'ue~1ngmade, it might be prudent
with Veblen rather promptly. A.F.
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0.. r Dr. I'1'lXD t'!r :

Tb • iJ touch ot £?rl ng 1n the l.r this IIOrn1ng I nd. unle!Ut

we blva 'nob b!.1a: IN, I :;b"uld Uk. "lJrT lINoh to drivu u,' to t lk

wltb you Tbu 7 tt.....rnoon. Ir: .roh 8th, u·ov1.ded b \t tirl\ I ~oDvan1tJ.Dt

ror you. ·7 • IlD lfOullo. to l v", h r ftar lunoh, t'" In ~['lDcetcn

bout :. t$" or t,:x n 1 vln" t G: or t t~" • rr OM" ot.b..Jl" hour .auld

:Nit TOU bett. r. 0"- v'r len

Dr. br.h F 'U'. 0' rector
~[n8t.1Lut. tor dT aced study'

2~ N· SS4U Street
orlnceton, I. ,.

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED snJDY

PIlINCSTON. NE.W JEIlSEY

ebruary 24, 1934

Dear Aydelotte:

I am sorry to learn that you have had a

sli~ht relapse. Dr. Uartin is quite ri~ht to keep you

indoors in this absolutely atrooious and unpreoecented

weather. Do wait until there is same touoh of Spring

in the atmosphere before you t to motor over here,

thou~h. as you know, you are al1'l'8.ys weloa:ne.

Wi th all rood wishes to you and your wife

from Anne and myself',

Ever sinoerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Colle~e

Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

~/lCE
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February 23, 1934.

Deer Vr. Flexnerl

Ut~ thanks for lOur note. I have been

hoping every day to be able to propose to ~otor

over to see you, but the ro~ds have been 30 bad that

I hnve not ~iked to try it. I W8. troubled further-

More with a little relapse A~ter an attack of grippe,
.

Which enabled Dr. artin to plant hi. foot fir~y

on my necl< end keep :oe 10 doors. I am all right now,

ho~ever, and if the 3no~ ~elts in t~e next few days,

I shall telephone to find ~ut qhen you will ve a

lit tJ e time free to t~lk wUh me.

~~al'le Join.J me 1n warmest regards to :"ou

both.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Ue~ Jersey
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THE ISSllTUTE FOR AnVA....cro STUDY

Pl.INCITON, NEW Jusn

:'ebr-::.n"· 20, 1934

Der r A:"cielotte:
loarl

! :nve/ntJ word o~ VO' ;or the lest f~

~~8. tho· -~ o~ lateF

o t!le effect tmt v ...·l ere rec'r"erat!!: .... I !nh ··ou.

'!Joule dron -:8 a line and let "e' To" "0·- "0" e.

~ is co~tinled cold ~e~8 ~ -recti ly

"'0 '88 o'md. 1

winter.

kme jo!nfl; 08 in t:' _p.at

Pre'1ident l' :!k k-delotte
Swertt=ore Colle-e
Swartz. are, r e'""o:-·lvn:rl.e.

C.7-
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DeEr j,ydelotte:

U&.:lY t1:laDlal 'for ...our letter ot 1:e fifth.

On t;eneral orlnei'Dlea I think you are right to reduce

the n l:er nnd variety of your activities, just as I aave

been reducing m.ine (I"8dually tor tbe last ten years.

I a: sorry to Bay that I shall be in !T~ York

Timrsdq a!'ternoo~ Yeb!"lJ8.I7 8, but I expect to be back

1!O:D.etWe l'rlaay. t~~h perhaps not t:!1til late in the

aften:lOon. If you CA.Il drive over any other ti::::t.e in

tbe af-ernoon, I nIL be glad to SBB yo

With all P:'Ood wishes.

Very sincere1110urt',

u. .--r
President Frank AyQelotte
Swartbmore Colle e
5'1'1'% rtl:l!lore, Pennsylvania
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February ~, 1934.

Dear Dr. F exner~

llany thnn.lt.s tor YOlIr !Ciod letter of J~nuar:' ~nst.

I returned this morning, leaY1ne my ~other ~uite a~ well

as could be expected. S· e ~111 probRbly continue ~~vlng

1n tite house at Sullivan, Bt least fa the nSAr futur'3,

with ~ cousin of nine st"'1n~ t~ere to tfu~e cqre of her.

I want very much to t~lk over the Ea3t~~ Professor­

ship problem with you. If ou :·.re gaillg to bo free on

Thursday afternoon, l'ebru:r~' 8th, I Jh,U be glad to drive

over to Princeton ·or thnt purpose. 1 could fet there

by three o'clock. and would nr-ve to leuve in tine to keep

a dinner engage::l.ent in S'!'i:.:rthm~re.

I think your SHH est on An excellent one, to re­

arrange the :lominating Co ",ittee ltml . d:e llr. Le1desdorf

Chairman :.-1 th ;.lr'. ':raus 't.nd "J:r. Ste\'fJrt ~s the other

t"o members plus t.ie :nebc:rs ex-of:'icio provided in the

\~1th 41.oaest regarCs, I :ur,

'lours alncerely,

Dr. Abranam F~exn.r, Director
Institute ror Advanced Utudy
20 Uessau Street
Pr 1nceton, N. J.
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J nuerv 11, 19214

Dear Dr. P~8xn8r.

~y thanks for yo letter ~f Dece~b~r 15th con-

cerning Il1ss Shara!f. I a.:n very much interested in what

you say about her and shall re art it to the Co~~ittee of

Selection. I 30 delighted w th all the personal .ood news

ot your letter lind look forw&rd to seeing you J~nuary 29th

it not before.
,

If you heye not read LiYre Jubiliare of tne Collage

de Fr~ee, I thin. yo ~ould be interested to loo~ at it

so~.tl~e. It 1s a thrltllng story and vpry 5u2~e3tlve,

to ~8 at any r~te, for troe last1tute.

With l!1 dest regards, I all

ours s1'1cerel~',

,

Or. Abrah~ Ylexner, Director
Institute for AdY~ced Study
20 Uasseq Street
Princeton, II. J.
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150 Eaat 7200 Str.et
Ii.. Tom C1t1

Poatlcript:

Jarll1OI7 6, 1934

The above letter was held becaUile I 1J8,8 under the

impre.sion that you would not be ba.ek in Swartimcre until the

end of the firlt week of Jauuar,y. It is now only of hi.toric

interest. Professor and !!ra. Einstein were here for tea

yelterday and expressed tbemaelYea as thoroughly bappy_

The book I had 1D mind 1e the .Annuaire. aDd m;y e0PJ'

de Prance, we w111 have made a a1gnal contr1bu.t1on

18 not no" up to
t

.American Coll¥8

to learning.

date. If "8 can make the lnatitut. an

.6.. F.
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Jan rr 6, 19S4

Dear ~rs. D~iley:

I <lC not 'lui te clea.r fLOc:!. your let tor ot Decernber

E2nd whether he meeting of tr.e Trustees of the Institute

for advanced at y on J1Q ry E9th will be held in Princeton

or in !lew York. I .I.ould appreci te it if you ould let

me know by return un1l lO that I c meke my plans accordingly.

It would suit 1e much bett r th1~ t1~e if ~he ~eet1ng were

to be held in H~~ York sincA I ;8V8 an eng~~e.ent there at

five o'clock. If the ,eeting i. to be eld in Princeton,

would there be any posslbi"ity of ca~linf it n little earlier,

say at t elve o'clock?

I hope overything iOOS ~ell ..,.lth you.

Yours sincerel ,

Krs. Bsther S. B i1ay
Institute for Adv'nced Study
20 !iu9:J u Street
Prinoeton, Hew Jersey
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J lIlUsry 3, 1934

Dear Dr. F~exner.

,
,"'he~"l ":"8 were tl'l;lklng Hbout l.he ColleFe de France

in Canada last SU~4er you promised to lend me n hook on tho

5ubJect. I have, meanWhile, been ooking up the subject self,

and d.rlng t',e Chr1sellllls Vscatlon I read .1th fascinatlng lnter-

est the Livre JuLilaire £rom cover to cover. It 1s the most

h~nor3ble and dr~atlc record imarlnable of t e contribution or

a single institution to sc:e~ce nnd scnol~r9hip. I am no~ ordcr-
,

ing Abel Lefranc'. Hl.tolre du College de France, ~d I have

alreauy ordered tneir new.Ann ire. If tile booit lch you had

in mine is one of these, please do not trouble about it further,

but lf lt 1••o~ethl dlffcrE"nt, I .sh:Jul<:S be extra I.ely glad to

dare

\

have e slg. t of H.

e had a most del1Yhtful hol1d")' ln l' orlda

back, ~lth batterles fUlly charged, on the job at Sw

,;,farle joins 'J8 in '.ar ...est good rls'1es to A ne .'too -'oursel! for

• very happy uew Year.

Yourf:f v r.f slncel'e.LY,

Dr. Abrahao F exner, Director
In.titute for !dTSOCed Study
?Plnceton, N. J.

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



_.=............ -_.
CA~

1UUU1 ........,

'W..C'-'­
....... 11U. ..1L_T.__

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

~

)0 NASSAU STREET

c-.. -..: .....nnvn .....CDII...... JUAlT

Dee.ber 15, 1953

ft'~

....." ..nuM1ll--..-­
MUI.e-a.

~~D

null """1D'1;IUIIl
JLOUVI rulR¥W_,......_.
oOU•••"'_••....... vn •. u ..._
_ L_

naaJmLUUJl

WoILTD. •• na........,
.......... nuVI

u...........
.-..a&M n.u.n

DU""I. _/lh 1..",.,.

Dear .Aydelottel

.."""YnU".n
LOlli ........ao.an
MU. I'WJ: JUUI

Woe sent me the other day two blaJiks Bsking my opinion concerning

two applicant. tor GUggenheim fellowahips,

To one of them I should like to call your especial attention: toot

of Wi.. Irene Sharatf. a young woman in the early 201 • who designed all the

aets. l!l8.8lc8, ete., tor Jilea Le Galllenr:e1 e perfom.ance ot .Alice in Yonderla:Dd.

She ia de81roua of stu.d71J:1g dramatic effects, etc•• in Ge~ and Rwla1a. a.nd

I &1 told that what the Rua81au are no. doing in this field 1& tar and 81f8.7 the

best th1Dg in the world. Wi.. Sh&ratt 1. not only gifted a8 a dramatic arti.t

-

but i. a girl of extraordinary intelligence and concentration, though I do Dot

wieh lIDl!tiII to BWIQ' your judgl!1ent, IIhe 111 the kind ot penon tbat I would bet on.

I can tell you confidentially that I ~ve had a long talk with E1netein

and that all the trivia11 Ues that kept him 81fey trom the dinner have been .-uc-

cealltul1y ~oothea out. .Anne and I dined with tbem the other evening, and

last night the,. went to the Philharmonic in lie. York with UJI in the box of

Yr. :Be.cberger and lire. J'Uld. Some da7 I nll tell you the detaih, none of'

which is tmportant enough to record.

With all good wiahea,

President l'rank ~delotte

Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Penn.,.lTan1a

U::ESB

Sincerely yours,

(/.;f
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1333

Dear Or. '_exn6TI

I .;I.... V l'y . lac to ujl:;.rove t e reco :enda-

lion for tne p~~enl of $4~1.25 'or, c lcul ling

m·.l.c~.1ne, n~ hope thnt 'OU 1_1 oI'der it t.:.t ooce.

It ~oult be nest UQecono~lcal to del~y the or~ of

a high s'llli.ried gronp of pr:Jfs350rs u'1'il '€' could

_eetin'J 01 t e .to ec .. tlve Commit.tee.

'our ... sincere oJ'

,,~r. A ra~~ P_cxner, Director
~n.ti ~lc :or Advnced Study

1,.0 'l.:l.ssau Street
Princoton, N. J.
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ear President Aydelotte:

MO~"'VlnD

UlV"~

....... nu.,CW

• era or the Coho 1 ot -atl4.matloa inform. • that".t a.tter 418-

cUBlion aDd inveat! tlon, they require .. oalculat1ac achico .. lob nll aid

th_ in their iJrrOeU ti in atea10 atruoture. tbeory ot atatlltlC11, n

her theory, and oUer topical lnveot1pt\oD they find that the ....t .uit-

oble _chi.,. 1<1 _ u the :archant Colo\ll&t1ll& chine, &Dd that with a

di.,.ount it 11111 eoet In addition, uf'acturen a~ to keep

it in perfeot ooDlltlO11 at a COlt not to excoecl 25 .. yeu.

our.h I hesitate to uk the UGOutiTO Cc:a:dttce to ..at IntoJ"!"Ullly,

I .. persuaded tllat • 10•• ot tm. which would enaue 1t ~re to -.it a

re \ll&r ti"l; of e outho CClEittee or ot the board, 1B re aorieue

thaD the informal aotion wei oh I reoe:m.Dd. n..a Coaa1tteo ot the oard would

ratlty ~ aotion that il taken, at ita next aeotla,;.

C
• •

ttee I Ihow.d myaelt TOte ~, aDd I Iboul b. l.&

.. a l:\..:lber of tl e

to 1:..... 70ur opinion

at )'0\'" Garlieat oonvenienoe.

Sinoerely '08a,

Preaident Frank Aydelotte
~rthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennaylvania
AF,GB

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



near Dr. Flexner:

!I '.Illy th 3 _'or t e ~~ .t of 1< rank urter's ,Jpen1ng

re.:1:-..rks, ,'hlch 1 rfo' :.1.TO . Et·e ltb. 1 took 1e liberty of

cabling rt1111 to "3 .etner " ou~ c 1.lin to n~ve tbem

printed 10 the Jl.-l1er 1e ...1 OXI,l- .::.n, _va his consent. I

.~ve accordingly ~ept 3 copy to se.o ~o t 8 editor.

OU.!,9; 31=tce:'cl ,

r. /.'Jr ~la .. F _orner, L_f ct r
.>oIn ... t 1 tu te for ~·I.11 v uced Stud~

:",) ':ass8u Strce t
tnceton, R. J.
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Dear .Aydelotte:

Returning to town atter almost II. week's absence, I find several

Oor101' l.tters f'T0JIl you. In r:.ry judgment you are right to wi thdra1l' frClll boards

of trustees, inoluding the Institute of International _duoation. All the.e

boards do some good, but it 18 absolutely impossible for II. man to do his job

and ow in it, unIon he restriots very oarefully the number of other aoti'rl.-

tie. in which he 18 interested. Now you are President of Swarthcore, head of

the AI:i.erioan Rhode. Scholara" adviser to the G enhe1m Foundation, Trustee at

the Instlt·tte,- and a galt playerl In theae oirotDStancea, I am surprised

that you do not forget your wife and son. I have t..1.1e li ttle puny Institute

on lII;f hands, and am temporarily on the Board of Howard University, .. poat

Whioh I shall give up as soon as I have reoonstituted the membership of the

Board this camin apring. I marvel at the way other cen oan handle a dozen

different jobs outaide their own.

I am very happy indeed that you all enjoyed the Institute dinner.

e hear nioe thinr_ about it frca. all who were present. I wish I could have

oame down to bear Weyl's leoture on the lOth, but it was absolutely impouible.

Please thank ~s. Aydelotte for her hospitality, even thour.,h I wu unable to en-

joy it. With all toad wishes to you both,
Yours sinoerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
.JlftU"thmore, Pennsylvania c. . f,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDT

ii en_I"...._u
20 N ......U Sf••n

......cnOH.....~.....
, i e •

~"ovel!:ber 8, 19~

Pre81d~t !rarik~vdelotte

a~artbcore ColIsge
$1I'frtlr;x)re. Pennsylvania

1')'" dear President elotte:

I spoke to Dr. Flexncr over the 10

dietance telephone tow)'" regarding ~'our h.:.vito.tion

-f"or hide.)'" eveni11€'. He aated me to tharik you

and to tell you bar. very Barry he 1s t1:::Pt he will

_ot be able to be in 5"ar~ore -f"or Professor eylt 8

lecture anrl to atf,J ",it :'0'1,1 at tb: t .. 1Ite.

Very tral:; "o'llI"q,
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hlch case we hope ',.fe may

Dear .r~. B.ile I

~=.nytth~nks 'or t~e ~lnutes, which

seem to me entirely all right. Ple~se tell Dr. F ..s::mer

we were sorry Aot to have him here on Yr1dbY nltht.

T.erc 1s Just ~ chance e ~ar get ov~r to luncb 1th

I
the Veblen. on the 27th, in

get a g_1mpse of Dr. F_exner.

Your S 91 .cut I."

" _0 ~.ther S. E_1_ey
~I stltute :or Adva~ced S tu

LJ Ut:.-ssau Jtr~et

Prl1ceton, 'I. J.
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Dear ~'. F:exnora

I a~ resl~n1n~ fro~ a gre-t _, fi1 org~iz~tioDS of ODe

IdDd or aIIother and 310uld 11-te v~ry much to get. "our acv1ce

about tha que.tion of tLe Oo..rd or 'l'ru.tee. or the Ins itute

of I:tternation.l Education. I thiu I '!loul reai[D from til"

Board. On the other ~aDd, the or~.nizntion is ~ u.eful one

in directing Corelgn students to -le United States. find the

question has jU3t arisen as t.o hether, 00 the interlocking

direclornte prl~ciple, av .~bcrsblp OD th6 Bo~rd of the

Institute of Illteruation", ~uc:ltl")D 1. ht be useful to me as

a trustee of t:le .Institute for f-.. vflnced Study. I doubt et. ar

t.l.e :::latter 1s of any 114JOrtance. hut I thOll,:.ut I ~-oulc. get

our advice before rebi~nlnc deflni ely. .1 enclose a letter­

,Bad of the 1.1. ,whic.. ill, l<eou tne me"'ber.hip of its

noaru of trustees.

~Ooll'S sincerel;r.

'- ~r. Abraha:l r'!.exnel'
~stitute for Aciv-, ce ::itud...

20 lIussau Itreet
Princeton, 9. J.
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Nov b<.r 4

Dear Dr. Flemera
.- I .end JIlO.t eli vi.it,ou 0' rest a or .t.

in Princaton. :.inner .... ro 8U ...ce a, o~ ra

be con ratulat d 0:1 .:iuc. a oil & 1.0 u ur tion 0 t' e In.titu-

te on it. so~lal ide.-....
e ha:i dl 11 nt 1 t i ' • B rial' a.

Puld ln o • e, in& ltll tho to the i1h I' onic ....on-

c rt nnd r .urnini to S rt ore ldey 1II0rnin •

I c It toll you ho ouch til y jo ad ,ha dinner in

PI' eaton. Kra. • ld a il e telt as i aha h~ kno n

Einstein all her Ufe, nd as U -inI aT r

lth nttusias tor Le "hi h row" aoclet in r.lch he h

recently b en Ill. I el .ure rI'O th••r conv rs tion hat

est Frld : nl "t L'l r+ ore ..n .edna ht in P.inceton

gave them both a more vlvid co ceptlon of at ou re tr In&

to do , if possible, stlll ther incre S8 their nt us! s=

or the nole ldea.

le a re in 1 ",eton ou dropp .ord to tt.e

e fe t til t·o ml£.t tr o co eon to We. 'a lecture on

Frida:' nl,:>t, Nove b, I' lOt • Tl Veblens p co n , ~j this

i. ju t o • .• til t e .1 h ve roOD or ou n.. hll ,e

dellS:: ted to va ....0:1 if ou i 'ou C n t

1 ar .eat r. T('S~ I

o .ra 1 cere_y,
Dr. Abrah F.exner,
20 lIa••au Street
Princeton, N. J.
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·or. u.. I popular 111us tratlaea 111 lu tllJ'. lectllJ'... n. 1.

very .kilful ~'h1s ; ..,ntl,i..deoOC1 d1ate1y got the poin'

a litt • bit ,~,~~.r4. s. lIeyl

~o.ton JIIOllereq"tO lllltll att llHhael, <Ad

llUl. ..1a..., .. s1'

etra.t.t a ~tm .....v!Ia.:otller ...~ I_ell.., b

... • t(b••r • O~.'. i. estrong,

eJ,. ....1)J. ,H••_ dl1ecp_b ADO both

...MiIIi'!!tdJ'J • cre.st ~J.....>gNdu&lMl:s alINad)'•

... ~.~T'" .. :c ~_q .. '48d

~~ ,1,1lM! • -. dIh .:lelt....g. ....r_tt to

oP'iIIe¥ iMI'l''WW'•.• tp~U • UltjUatll. 1_1lJI .. great

lJI. 1ft.. ....... o:lII&.U t. ' ,,\lSD86'tbR I

~ !:WI. f'qRlt Q C dDub4Att Leo_• ...., 18 o1nl

_ CW .,li<""~l""~-'b'••!ldl ~... _ ba4.·a

..w,o! ca ,,_ of JIlt _t .. __ '" .JU h.re

,bnJ<llP<ir~ V~_ _ IIIl<1 ,pl.... .... all'" on

cj dhr ~ dorilr&t:i.."..... sU1 T .au opel 1lIle

night wi th u. and lioten to lIeyl' s leetllJ'•• provided C 1 t

I J,t .,too......- b 1ll«! _a ri.nJD gst .. Jf'1- OlIlbich you a

,u 'lQt".PI'ClMa~._ speatwed(".", VAlbleGl<tbA',.._Qld

a I I l!iW~ t.PL t..,. '1 eric'!: • v 0" v If ••d3

• .for"""'fh th pLwWJr., tc> _ ..~il:a..

D.ur"~ ~~O • , I. v j .on

a j aoU r!j • • C

"'..ll" ru_.. il11"'~
~n.tlt1a" lor Advanoec! S tudy

20 au Itr...
Prino J.

I j
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Dear .l1delo t tel

V
THE 11)lSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

V
(fI)tllI1IDI IT Uti" lU.IoUUoOII; Iollll "n. nux 'tlLO. Ig)O)

I .

21 NASSAU STREET

Palserras, NEW J05I1'

October 13, 1933

"lin....

....... It IoT1llUr!Tt
1.OCI.t.1......._

IoLkJlII I:IoLUL

_IUN lUX•••

,wx n.o""'"QU
111UVI nl_.....1,LO

10" RIolO'"
oIUIt "OIlGIl"""

..... IIIL ' .....

IllUln to 1

n4U.r. I ..

....u. ITI ,

0'UC'1' I. nuv•
.....1111....10

110""""1' nVlllU

LOV'I .....aucu
.u... n.uJ< IVLO

I was very sorry indeed that you were prevented by the death of your

brother-in-law trClll attending the meeting last Mond~. I hope you received the

telegram. which we Bent conveying to your wife and yourlelf J.nne l 8 and my sympathy.

The Board was greatly pleased to learn that Werl bad accepted the POlt

in the Institute. He ~ wired me that he and hi. family are Bailing on the S.S.

Laconia from Liverpool tomorrow, October 14. Profanor Veblen w111 meet him on

bie arrival and help him to make the proper dtsposit1on of hi. two boys. Whether

they will spend the night in New York or not depends upon the hour at their landint;.

Would you believe that we have in the School of Mathematics twenty

worken, almollt without e:xception persona who hold rank as alaistent or associate

professor in this country or abroadT One of them, who 19 the husband of a grand-

daughter of Ehrlich. wal expecting to go to Harvard. When he came to Princeton

and saw what wall offered, he Bent for hie .-ife and child aId I.ttled here. No

aalesmanship was employed to get him to do this :.. quite the reverse' Be told me

himllelf at tea the other dq that h. knew of no such opportunities 1n mathematicI

anywhere in the world aB exiBt now in Princeton.

Remember us wamly to ».rs. Aydelotte, and believe me

Ever sincerely.

President Frank Aydelotte
Swartbnore College
Swarthmore, PennaylTan1a
11'. '2"C;'R

Q. :t.
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Llany thanks for. yours of the second. We made

a peaceful, quiet, and promising start yesterday. I have leen

the workers one b)" one in the past week, and they are certa1nl1

an earnest group. They are maldng their own individual arrange-

eente with tbe members of the faculty who are bere.

/ I am delighted to bay. tbat clipping frOlll the

Spectator. I aball abow it to Professor and Yro. Einstein by

"8:1 of convincing thElCl that they have made themselves ridiculous.

Lleanwhile. I have a letter fran Ure. Einstein which shows that m:t

aensee.

repeated cables and letters have at last brought than to their

They asked to be protected from reportel"ll and to .vo1d

new York.

With all good "lehe8.

Sincerely yours,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swartbmore College
Swarthnore, Pennsylvania

«., j-,

AFl:ESB
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Jct,ber 2, 1933.

Dear Dr. F_exner:

I \"Jus v :-v r.1UC", 1nte ested in Llrs. ·,rn r....:' 5

article in :resterday's lieN Ylrk. Times, and hope thFtt

the In.titute i. making a peaceful end p~ mi'!nf st rt

t~da7, ~s I ~. sure 1 ls. y~u w11l be a~u~ed at

the encl Ised cllP91n~ from the London ~p8ctator.

"lth ~er:nest re ··lrd .• I wn

"J':lrs s1nae:""e:y,

Dr. Abr_.~4 F_exner, Dlrect~r

nstltute f)1' ~v~~ced Study
20 Nassau Street
Prlncet)n, f~ JFrS~j
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Dear A1delotte~

Thi. aorning OCl:!l.8e the following trca Wayl. dated Zurich:

"TlIAIlXS POll ALL YOtIl ASSIS'UJlCE nauGllATI05 FIlESEI;TS 50 DIFFICUL'l'Y
SHALL lIIJlE FOIlIIAL ACCEP'lAIICE AS S005 FAllILY IS SAFELY ODT OF GERJ.WlY"

I went to Washington lut Friday in order to see the State Department re-

garding problema of visa and immigration. They were extremely helpful,

and UDdertook in Waylts caso to oable the Consul in Zurich immediately to make

no diffioulty about him and hi. family. But what a situation this cable

reveal. 1

Idany tha.nka tor tho renewal of your 1J:rrltation, whicb »re. flomor

a.nd I will aocept just .. 100n.8 thing. are moving smoothly here. Moan-

while I have written Mr. )lUllS to remind him that you and he Jnust have your

tolf game dawn here - else, why should you be trustees of the Institute?

Sinoerely yours,

has been
}

general biology,Poll, who.e original training wasF.S.

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Collete
Swarthmore, Pa.
M,GB

pensioned. If you haTe not filled your chair, you rill not be likely to

get a man of hi. wide range of interest, of hi. eminence in research and hia

skill a. a teacher, in this country. Whether he is obtainable, of course I

do not know.
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Pe r DT. rlexnerl

I ~ d~ l£htod t~ hear Weyl's reply, ,hich

I t",Ke it, he me:1QS u.s a.n un ~u .lil'led accept.ance.

I Ifl11 send /)u H/(r_·eler' 5 book tomorrow,

>T next d _'. T.~ truth 1s th'1 t I ..rpsented this copy

t~ Scholz in return for r w lnf it, ~rd'rlng aaother

from Ge:".!l ny, \.l-:1011 "las not 'et arrive, but me!lD..hl1e

I wl11 borro' SChol .. ' s ana send 1 t on -0 :'0\1.

lIe 3:"8 so:-r:1 Q)t to see ::)u d Ilrs.

'lamer before term bl::: ins. c;J.t we ho..'e ror t pleasure

.. Htel later.

Y-Jur:> sinaersl:r,

D~. Abr~1am Flexner
1)0 ~.st 4~d Street
Ne T~rl< C1'Y
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:10 SASSAU STREET

September 14. 1933

Dear Aydelotte,

I do not yet know definitely whether Courant has or has

not 8.ocepted the Cambridge offer, but Weaver of the Rookefeller Founde:tion

UlIID to'

" "".. SendM7

MIMDT" IUMa

y .....C'-­
_vu. ..~

Tu....
I .......... 1<:1I.,.

JU&lua, r.__•
""",II; • .,...,..,..S_.,

.............~ .....
DUd"" ./IJI~ 1~t1'.u

haa cabled to Paris in order to l~nd out for me. The diffioulty about

Neugebauer I now find is that he ia the editor of' a Gen..n journal and

that h. cont1.mJes to hold this poat. Whether h. could find a substitute

for a year I do not know. I agree with you that the Executive C~tte.

WOQld -.ke no difficulty should Courant b. unan.1l.})}.. t haTe written

Veblen and ahall keep you informed.

I thorougbly agree with you about Einstein. There 1.

nothing to be done until he reache. Princeton and reOOTers hi. equilibrium.

With all good wishea,

Sinoerely yours,

• Preaident Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
S rthmoTe, Pennsylvan1a.

U. T,

I
AF,ESB
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a ;t Lla n'ID a'Y I

• ltJI d;tbr 'Ie a 0

D ·be J

•
Dear Dr. Plaxner I

/" .. a

'Ie
Y thanks for your latter of Septe~ber 6 n.

I enthusiastic over the idea cf bri ng Ne\lGebnuer to the

Institute next yaar in the plnce cf Courant. Sarton'o letter

is v ry ~pressive. and it se to me ex1:1',.,.l., J.1 ely that

Neugebauer will l:lIlke a more interesting adMtion 0 our 1lJ'0up

than Cournnt would have done. I do not t nk there ",ould be the

slightest difficulty in getting the consent of the Executive ClM­

mittea to thi.r uee of tne fund. appropriated for Courant. I can-

not e out fro," b sentence meth r )'ou ve said nnything to

the other "embers of the col'lll1 ttee. but if )'ou do. you cnn quote

me as "

would

ly in favor f the proposal. If for any reason you

efer to hnve me circularize the ooan1ttee rnther than to

speak to them
'-

oursolt, I sholl bo clad to do 80.

e ohould love to have you at Swarthmore

ever you can get o.wo.y and for as long as ;tOU can ata,._ I:lt!1l1

ready to send the car to neet you at the 30th Street Stntion nt

an,. DO nt.

Strnn yon h en I rend thio r=or about

an att tod nsonss1nntion of Einstein nd 1 aped to you. I

0J:l relieved. to kncm that yo are, 80 far, innocent. t a fool

ho 18 not to come <Ner here at once, and get settled into life

nt Prinoeton before the opening of the univeraity ar.

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I return all t e matorials which you enel08ed,

together wi th an extra copy of the bu 1et1n of the Econometr c

Society. which I llot 1'i'00 RodiI. t j.e a "used" copy. but he

promises new ones as !loon as they e off the press.

Yours sincerely..'
:J ..., ..b 't

'I .:t :)'!l> 0 q • til .t•Dr. Abraham 1'1exner
150 ..". '7:t>fd Str_ oll • • 1 •• ..

ew York City
:J•• tttl • Ill•'0 0 •• • eaue

• .- :t Otl ob I •• .... lIlU1

:l ... :tv xli. 10 :t n 1I Ie

~ I • fta"lltOO ...1611 al • a •

•Le.oqo • :t ...
• vaIl 0

...nan IJO't

" ad:t

d. •

o:t

I

• I

o •• col •• '101 b

'I I •

• •

•

•
•

....-.
I

•....'" ..., on eo:c.n 0,I If •

.t~lootltll • 1 ••

•
l. 1.:t

• • 11 ..1 •

/
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ISO East 72nd Street
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Dear Aydelotte:

IIaDiY' thanks tor yoUrB of the seventh containing the pathetic

letter which Weyl wrote to Dresden. I have cabled to Weyl's friend in Zdrich and

also to Wey1 h1ma.lf ':t the Italian addreu. and I hope that by this tim. his

anxieties are relieved forever.

If thisVeblen hae word that Courant has ,. post at Cambridge.

be true .. I hope the Exeoutive Conm1tt8e will allow me to use the same sum, in

whioh event we should, I think, bring Neugebauer, who bas been Professor at the

History of Mathematios at GBttingen. I have been wish~ to do this tor same

time beoause 1t g1ves

enough. the morn.1ng1 II

a hmMnistic turn to our mathematioal group. Cur 1ou81y-.....) '"J-
lIlAil brings me the enclosed let:ter trom Sarton, Editor of,..

Isis. which please return a:tter you have read th9m.

In view at these complioations I oannot plan to re'turn to Canada

"ow. I think it best to stay quietly here. Nobody knows I am here, and I oan

attend to business oonneoted with the Institute. I should love to oau down to

Swarthmore and will do so it I get theae Weyl-Neugebauer matters arranged. I thiDk

we oould get an informal consent of the Executive COl:lt'Ilitt.e to use the $3.()()(), wh1ch

was voted for Courant. for same other d1spossessed German professor.

Did you notio.that there are rumors that they are trying to

assisa1Date Einstein! Be lI"Ould oome here at onoe it he knew lfhat 'W&.s good tor him.

President: Frank Aydelotte

for the purpose of hustling him over here. but I 8JIl innooentl
Rver sinoerely,

It may look to you and the ExeeutiTe Committee as if I had in8tigated this assassi­

nation

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



•

September 7. 193:1

Dear Dr. Ple""lIl' I

Hltl"e ls the lettll1' trCIII ""71. about Wollch

I apoke to you on the tltlltphone thls morn1ns. I shall

be gatlttul it you will return 1t to tor Dr. Dresden

when you have tintahed with It. but thltl"e ls no hurry.

It by any chance you want a coPT to keep. please teel

tree to ~e one.

I was delighted with the way thinga .ent

cit yestll1'day. and look eagerly tor news ln reepODlle

to your cables. It you do not return to Canada. .a

sbould love to ••• JOU here tor a da,. or two be.rore

college opena.

1Iith kindest regards, I om

Youra s1noltl"ely.

Dr. Abrah"'" Ple""lt1'
150 Ba"t 72nd Street
ne. York Ctty
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Sept b-r 2. ill3a

!leU' Dr. Pl tIlale1" t

JIany thank. tor i.tt.r ot y••t~~. .....
both .0ItTT that ,.0It .114 Ka OIl' 0 not 0

...1<-01\4 witb

,.ou Wo4n••4q at

Ott•••

• I iool< t...,nr'C1 with pl.... • to ...1116

o'olOCk at t. • Itl& of t Kuo 1....

I ....' Boo. tor an extra cop)' of the bookl.t an

th. Bcon_trl0 Bool.t,.. and I o. 0 ..... o In one

tor ,.ou .oon 0 Ilabe1er'. ool<. A ... looen ocon t

b.r. In Pldiad.lpb1a 1. aw r .........1ll it tOIl' • and I ave

ordered a ••coll4 cat17 tr 0 an,. to 1.... to anot IlIaIl

who•• opinion would b. worth bavll16.

1th r.gardo 0 1l1.anor .nd ,.our••lf. r ...

Dr. A JOl.""..
leo Ba.t 70th Str••t
W•• York CIt,.

•
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Botel Plaza, New York City

September 1, 1933

Dear Aydelotte,

~ thanks for yours of AUgu8t 31 and for the subsequent note

regarding Mi.s Sabin. I ahall be present at one otclock, September 6, at

the Uptown Club. Thank you for the trouble you have taken.

i. right.

I thorou!hly appreciate Dreaden' a point of vi..... and think he

I ban an appointment to see We8:nr on Tuesdq, and I will be able

to report to the Exeouti.... Com6itt•• the attitude ot the Foundatio~

Thank you tor the booklet which I read with interest, and whiob

I herewith return. It is intere.ting to find that Baberler ia the one

Austrian who 18 a Fellow at the Eoonometrio Sooiety.

some competent verdiot about his book.

Eleanor 11 due on Saturday evening.

I now await ~th interest

I am atraid, however, that

she is ';0in« to be too busy to viait Swarthmore at thi. time. Should I sta.y

in If.. York, I shall talce thin&s as easily a8 possible, for I find that desert.d

Ifew York: 1e almost aa unexacting aa Lake Ahadc, and the weather haa been

deUght1\ll.

f/ith wal'1l\8st regards, ~ "'·-I...o_.I1._~

P.S.
Could you

Sinoerely yours,

c...J-:
.sk: Roos to send me a oopy of the s-nPhletl

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Colle,e
Swarthmore, Pe~ylvania

Enclosure 1
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erred chancur .. i ...... LOO .. Dciand. Cable
dicat:ed br • IUitabIc
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Received at . ,
PU1,-",: 7=!)E ~'fE;:'I Cf'LJ f..I.1G ;1 :;1,h.

PRESIDE T AYDELOTTE=
S'~~T~~ORE COLLEGE S'A~TH.CFE PE~ =

GUD T::'

FLCFE CE ~ 'PUI~.

122CP.

1HE QUICKEST, SUIUSI' .um SUEST "AY 10 SElfD MOIfEY IS BY n:LEGRAPH OR CABLE

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



d 1 H. .'
d\t • e,Il 1 • a..lt• II

u~ t 1,
0 ot •

De !It' • Flllxnor: ,

J
reC iv yo letter tll1s or and ediataly

•
co c t ." it'> afl t' e b 0 t' 0 :xeC'lttve ttoe

om I could re • tcle;l' on , I r 1 tin
•

of orumfor 'lIeetin
•

e ptOlm Club, a 2Pd ttr 0 •

.i. odI 0 o b 10 o a '"•
tll1. absolutd te ~

•
lIopIe 0 111 tt 114.

toI

o'cloc t

•

this ett

botto::!

Swart ore Collego t-
•

Courant to tll1s oountry. ~ t it '0 ttee

concerned, 0 1c Dr. eaden 10 Chai,.",an, o l'eolo b1l:I-

selt', cll as e u1d 11ke to have Courant, that in viow of

the sacrifices wbich the tae ty are making fr"" their salaries

for scholarship this , it would not ri ht t pro iate

funds for tbia purpoee, 8Bpeciall,. as we ar
•

ving oyl•
shall I' ve co:nparativel;r few st'ldents who could rotit 0,­

Courant' a work. As I think the latter over I reel cyueIt that

it mig'.t be better tor tha Institute. if .a are to hava at

all, to v. at Princeton rar the nt1re or • Tha a:naunt

involved 18 n 1 ge, d all the T staes wit', whom I hava

t kod se cost favorably inclined to the idea.

Incidentally, !It'esdan tells "'e that it is II1s understand-

ing that in tha case or tha other profesoers br ht over under

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Ouuan'e co=1ttee the Rockereller Foundation 10 paying the

entire etipend. It mi-ht be w th 11e eeeing Whether they

would care to do that! or C'ournnt. 1: bel1eve th.ir eti e

ar l1!!11t ed to .000.

08. a.edo.out'. el • nda ~e he en~1~8od

lett "1"3;1]3. C in' on 0 t

one

1

n1

OO,jjl'a...t

r-1011 of t

o en

...." it

o eo 0 1t.'\o

,r ~• t... .r

or

b.

hAve

T~ h
.... J

to o

- tooJ

t "l-.1l1idedt oZlr,1Jt. •

91 ere •
•

• A ....., ~'lexner • • •
~ Plaz Hotol

sf!. I • •• a •5th 'Av • d 159
lie.. ;L Ctty • ..1 • ,,1 • • I!"If•

U , vo a I D .11 a' a

's • 0 ... ow 1 ..~ : 1

• at .'XU•

....." I lit e:. Ua n

1 • : 0 .c.nllon1 !t•

a1 1 !tal! al •
a •a
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With warmest greetings to you
anrl your lI'i:fe,

Ever sincerely,

a.-f.
P.S. -;>

I shall be here at the Plaza till Saturday,
atter that at 150 East 72nd Street, New York City,
because Eleanor returns to town Saturday or
Sund~. A.F.

President FrcDk Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Penn:v lvania

TT-f e PI_AZA
l\," ...,\~"'bIlK

August 30, 1933

Dear Aydelotte:

I have had quite unexpectedly to
ooms do?u to New York, though I have not told a
human being about it, so that no one knows that
I am here exoept those I have had to see. Now
that I am here and will have to be here until
atter Labor Day - for I have an appointment with
Weaver regarding Courant next Tuesday - I wonder
if our Executive Co~~ttee meeting could be held
about the middle of next week, say lfednesdfly or
Thursday, September 6 or 7. You doubtless know
who is available. Won't yoo. get them by long
distance and tell them that I wi n be in town
next week and hence can attend the meeting if it
can be arranged Ear that t1m.e1

Donlt tell one that I am in

\

town this week, for I want to keep qu e ~an8"

attend exclusively to the matters that brought
me here.

As I left, your note containing
a copy of Cox t s letter was put in my hands. Of
oourse, Cox says what everybody says except a
seotion of the Ge~s who are destined to a rude
awakening.
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S. D. LEIDESDORF & CO.
CERT1F'IED PUBL.IC ACCOUNTANTS

12~ PARK AVE:NUE:
.T .0"". ST_II:II:T

NE:W TORK

• UgUBt 30. 1933

Swarthm re ollege,
S rthl!l.ore,
Pa.

Dear ~. nydelow:

ttention - Lx. ydelow

~t the re ue~t of Ur. Leideadorf, I wish to state
that e wi attend the meeting to be held on ~on y,
Se tember 1 th, at 1 o'clock of the Executive Co~ttee of
The In titute for A vanced Study.

If Y U will advi~e me as to the expected number
of attendants at the meeting, I aha 1 make reservations at
the Uptown Club, 60 East 42nd Street, New York City, on
that date.

Mr. Leides orf wishes me to express is kindest
personal regards o

ery trUly your B t

1/P)~~"'"
I
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Auguat 29. l~.

Dear Dr. Flexner I

You will be interested to know that Hab... ler

is the Austrian Pellow 01' the Econo~etric Society. You

Will a180. I think. be interested in their booklet. which

I cncl08e. I shall ap eciate it 11' you will return

it to e .men you have 1'iniahed With it Q8 I want to

look up various people "bo are entioned. eryt ng

about it looka very 1'ine. except the President.

Yours a1 erely.

Dr. Abr Flexner
otll""n via Burks Falls

Ontnr10, CanadA
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Re: The Institute for ~dv&nned tudy.

v ft,aJd g-!i)a?/,;'!.5""
.9#knu;YJ

f,..4.r.;l'.' If~
1/,~,C~..........6-

~J!N. ".tv l.
to i fO "';- r/-----

PII O:'£0b~:Y"$err
, fl"" :,I/",,~ ) .nu"!'Ust .... SJ 1933.

•

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
6warthmo=e College,

SwartlWlore J Fa.

Dear ~r. h;delotte:-

You:.. of the 26th ..t bl..nd,

h ill • uite" reeable to n:e to lu ve" e tins of

tLe ~""ecutiv6 Con:mlttee 0:1 deptember 18tb J as i nc.icated in your

lette::- J a1!d I am putting the er:t;t 'eme.it in .~' di ry sUbject to

c~nge if yo~ f1 d it necessery to ~ltex the ~ate.

binoerel1 yours J
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•

Au&u ~6. 1933 e•
Dear • Pl ••

aUs ~1c ehed•
.,e thi. 110 .I • 1 • t 0 qu ti ata••
a • ting 0 t • U to C ub on n-

da~. • t er 18th. a 11 c 11 1t 1.1' I t n tbat • !:!berger

and a jorit,. ot the mernb • 111 b a1>l to att• ••
I d a mOat • tiu ctor d1 cu .ion ...,. th • "-&alia in

Jew York yes terdey. 0 ( . ad to h ..ar Itr. BllT.Iberg '.
attitude on th... qu...tion ot ...yl and C", ant. H.. i. •

h..artH in ravor ot both appo !::'lent••

oura.lv.. in too largo

Itr. ha.. did rei•• th.~ quoation wi/
there waa danger or our involving

p.nd1t"... tor th••ubj ..ct ot th tics.

•• to

Hie t ...l

.t

.....
ex-

that

1l'O mill;ht b. fioing in tar 8 ••tor exp..n... in Math tic. t>.an

.... oould matoll 1n other aubj..ct. unl.... til. In.t1tut........bl.

to ••eur. g1ft. trOlll other .ourc.... I pointed out to him tllat.

in my opinion, th.. b.a t cllanc.. or our ••cur g1.1'h rr"", 0 h....

• ourc... ll'OUld 110 in our mak1ng auch dopu onh ...... did ...t

up ab.olut.ly tir.t-"at. and ol.arly the b...t ot th.ir 1c1nd in

th. ccuntry or. 1.1" p088ib18. in the ...orld. and that it ll'OU1d

b. better. 1.1' noo•••uy. to 0 tau tho nlmber ot d.oar ..,t.

rather than to • cont.nt with le•• emin..nt OI1p. in the .ubjeota

•• dld t .. ch t the .ak. ot .preading 0 tund. around tIl.

whole circl. or h\ll:llln knowledg.. On the '" 01•• I think 1Ir. llaaeo

cam. to agr•• wi th me. and r.all)' .88 only anxioua to ha"o the
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qu..t1on "laar in hia own nd.

Tha lnan"a Comm1 ttea was unabla to meet laat Thursd3.7

on account or the ata.rmo 1Jnpo..lbla tor 1Ir.

Bamberll.... to 0 up !'rom tha """1 eoaat. Th ue eo
1 v Ie at art •

" t. e re ..I. t o h ct.

1 1.

•

iorlr to a".r.o.

s..-lloft

wose cOlldt

y. Itre~1

•
•

•
Pals

Iaxua:'
via B Ie
I

Dto. A a
1I.~at.....n

tar1 •

I

"
• .""';:

bIb

,lIOlaJlqo

1. loa"

:l , • "
• :l 11 alt·",,~ 0

•
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
OI"'CUli

AUlllJOII .. uove.n....
CA.......

IlUlUr II. 100......

' ..~C...,.T....
..... Vn •• L&lDUlIOO.1

Tu.,.,w
11U. .. KJlIII

Ifllllln, Tu..."..

' ....1I1t AI'lIlLIn"rI
S«rt:t_,

llTUn I. Ioll.....,.

",.." .., Jrtrd.,y

....L..,..... .UJl"U

D..""..,.' th I..",.,.

Dear A.vdflllottt':

;0 NASSAU STREET

I'a.ISCJn'OS. NIW JIIIEY

gnetawan, via Bur ~ Fa 1
Ontario, 'ana 1a

A"SU.t 22, 1933

nvnn,
R,UfE AT1Iu.ona

lDVoUl .............
.u...u,. "-UllL

MUIlUl ruzJlU
IlUl:n.n'UVank

JULI\l1 AI_.....""'"
JOInt It, KIoIIlI ..

AUlot!oOJl'.llaaOIl",1f

t.&K11Q. ••u,~

U.....fll.Io ..

....10''''' ' ..
w,tUU W 1. T

rue,. a. rn.ou.
"""'111. wu»

110.._1" n.lIlnu

!DII" ......uca
00.1. nUl: "'UI

raotory.

YOUTS ot the 18th oam9 ye8ter~&y and wa thorouglily l.t11-

I rnr- you received ~ ~elntr~ oonv~y~~g MY hank e and appr ojatien

I Gha.ll oertllinly [,8 in Nrl1J York b) SS1"'temt r 8, 81 ~h t tt.

lunch~on m tlng of lhe Ex~~utiv~ Committee to deAl ~th eyl. Cour~t. -tc.
10

on ~hat day at t e UFtown Club: uld bp calle l
, lr It/co~en1~nt to you,

),[1'. Eam~f"rgl'r and e. quorum. rute l'lor Fr n\1'l1rt

r. Houghton. till you leue aTrang'" the a.... and 1n ~ int~rr8t of t:me

Canada bolng 0 far &w&y ~en~ out the no~loe•• letting mp k ow tu &ood timB

hat you ha7~ one, so tl~~ 1 can arrango to ~e on handi

Once ;&or'" acoept my b at t oank'i tor your gaOl!. orfi"es •

....hnr juat

aa when you wore h~T • Paul and Jaan aT 'l'Fith us nOll'.

I am lorry that El1l a8 lAd to 8a3l r.o 0 n.

'!tam mbRT us very warmly to l:.r .... A:ldelotte, and believe Itoe

EVer Iincerdy,

Fres ~t r~~ AYdelotte
Snarthmor College
S-rthrore. enn ylva.n.ia
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" ....11' II ,,""

' Ch,,·...

.....VU. .. I.UK.-r

TulU",tt'

tu. £., OCOlUI

Au." .., r ....ru..

......., .T1IUQnll

$_(/.:1

um.......LUY

All"'''' Stud••,

.....I.UI .........uru
Du"-'••/Ill~ lau".,,,

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

:XI NASSAU STtl£ET

PaJNCrrDN, NIlW JIUIY

e.u.u. ....... :: .....""rUn PlJJII:I1'U". 111._ JLun

~gn.tawan. a Bur ~ Fall
Ontario, 'e.na!a

August 22. 1933

nunl"
FUJII: An'lLIlnlI

_'.a.tlollUllU.
AUX•• c:&ItUl.

............ n.u....
nux '~Iluurna

JuuulnuDl..W.oIl.lI
JOn. L '.-nl
.ou.ltllllf L lIOVGHW"

.....UU.".U;l~

1I.lU.lQ II..........

.......""LIMU.

....ALnf, •• na,,~

ftM;T I. nuUI

1.1._11 n. WIlD

..0 ..0......,· nunu.
Ul1o/" _1ll.Ia1

MU. FUll< 'VLD

Yours ot the 18th cam'!! yestel'eay and 1l'8.3 +horou,ghly aat.1a-

factory. I bora you rece1Ted telngram COnY y~n& "1 thank~ and appreoj~tlon

I hall certainly be in ~AW York by S.nt~DW r 6. ~o that a

lunoh~on ~ ~ing of the ExeeutifP Committoe to de~l with eyl. C Ut~t, ~tc.

1,
en hat day e.t the Urto1l'J:1 Club;; u11 bl'" calle I If It/conveni~nt to you,

rote !>or Fr nkfllrt i~ ~x:u~ed, 11k~~s~

r. Iioughton. .ill you 19&88 arrang~ the ~at. LnG 1n tr intnr~8t of t~m8

C ada boing ~o rar away) end ou~ he no~ico , lett'~ mp know in gOl1 timB

hat you

Once moTO aocept my 1.1 at. tl.ank ror yuur good ofr-t",u.

Xe eo~ lnu~ our quiet litp wit.h th

a. when you ~r8 hRT • ul and Jean ace with us now.

I am lorry that Bill ~aa 14d to sa"l 0 0 L.

emtHnbAT us "sTy "Iftlrm1y to ¥rDe Aydelotte, &nd believe u

ETeT dnceTely,

Fres:J Lt raak AYde ott.
s-a~hmor Co~lege

S1f8:rth::ore. nn yh&n.ia

-:E.....
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Auguat 22, ld311

1>e Dr. lexn",,'

e of the ...l:Ib,ers of our h atrT e"art ent,

¥rotesaor ox, 1. on leave ot a eence 'this 7 1n erI:IJlIlY

and happen. at tl11. t1me to be .tal1ng with tue a e

fam11, in relh g w1th wha.n we lived laat yoar.

g t be 10tereated 10 .. le.1; wIllch 1 ve

Ju.t rece~ved from hl",. both or the .ake it. escrlp-

Uon of co MUons and tor t e rei' ence to 1.,1.

s s eerely,.

Dr. brah
.gnotaw

Ontario,
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.............. '.n .........
FPANK AYDELOTE=

SNARTH~ORE PENN=

VERY GRATEFUL FOR YOUP SKILFUL AND FINE ~ORK GREETINGS=·

.....
Q.Ass OP SBV1C8 WESTERN SIGNS-- Dl..n..,~

ThlI: b • fuIl..na:
Tdqrarn or CabIo- NW - HlPcW-
I:.':: unIao IQ ....

UNION
NL-NIPoL-

Crftd charactn .. lD- LOO" oa.-d c.w.
dicat:cd br • aWahIe
• above Of prcccd.- NLT" eaw.NWotr.-

"", ...- WLT .. W-..&dr.-
_CIUlLT-'__ ". c. WLLnI:lt, .............--T

~1liDcU-..~
, . 1eUera,'" '"timeof...,./pt. a\A.tm·'ke .. ___.aII~.. S'UNDAllD TIM&,

ABRA~A~ FLEXNER.

122;P

108TD.N tDnON 0171' ORDas All& UPROPlUATB GIFnI FOR A.LL OCCASION&. •
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• aI ...

••• ·1:100

A t leo lll';'. ......_,w

Iha Just lInt ou t ""nol ed tel"g1~""" JIy 1lU'"

and I drov. ovar to Avon ,....ter altern n to De end a nd
•

opportun1t urln,g t " eve 11n

th" n1 t wi th Ilr. Bamberker and
•

a tine

or all

d.

di.o

"tr opiLn1on. and I "

•

on lop wanted tothe Pl' bl

1IIQ1'. t en eased 111 t the att tude
• •

In re ard to Courant

thaT tooJ<.
U.d .to 8a,. to thl!lll

.t t would be o.albl. t~ me 0 lv. a d 1n1t. under-

tek1llg ln regard to Swart ore t11 I d t e o,.p tun1t,. or
•

EratesBors0....

..,. a" t " pol t

" ...d ,,1th.

I:or .n1

the tter wi th Dr••d.n.Mae 8a
A.

tectl,.. and they wer" at t a

nat thor un1vero tl II are do

•

t/:"'t th.... t)1 If "" II ould und~ta " to '!ngo,g,e Courant 1n

cue. t " In t1t~to tald .. for, t " full 'IT at 1.t..
$"arthmore could not part1clpat.. ot erw1.e. 1:0110111

• th" plan

ine..a

•

aU lto ~e••
"

~lD3 h1Jl!, not

or lOOp frOID each In.t~ t10~ uP"'!, wh1cb "" agre

Weyl'\ caae " .. d1ecua.ed v y f 11,. tr•
I made t quit" lear t t"" "er"
man nor al an exeoutive, ~ut &S & t t 111. v cl1la-

tiona had en dUe p tl,. to 11lnes.. and t t ln • th
•

•Ud n~ arhct ,h1.a, ll!2ll111ence .. th t1clan nor hla
•

to t " Inat tuta. I .bed .the 0 1n!pn ln lch ",.1
•

".t"at .cholar. 1n • U. d... ,..mere and
•

the point that whl1e n1 ;ht et on wit'lout ""
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could not raall,. raphoe h1m.

Through all thia d1aouaa1on I .-de, d courae, no

fcrt to "" perlusda t ell, at" a and or It th.., aald t
."

1I00t oordlall,. and alnoeral,. that th." wera do rapuled t

o DO and 's.n. sa '0' d appr a .,.1 a af1nl.t.

o er.

•quite aura

ttee and err e ore C

t you as to a cony nl

teel, howev'er. '1;lia It would be ett...

bef e h Executi. CCl:IIIII.t ee a a

"dra e ,. upon 0\1)0 r turn 111 ept_

e Ottera were made. Ilr. amberger 1'80 telt hat

1 r f not t' iMltid. l: CUI e:rtra. which

. "
e~lCU11,.. and I laid tha,

~'arourt«··"'"(/ertent on a point.

•

tb oft

to ot

eating It6

before dar

-war

,.ou wlIr

Ie i; en

phce

I

o ~ office ere.

Will probeb

t fr6m tl111 offioe.

,
icb .... put It. I

T
1 be indl.epenea Ie

,.ou '0'0 d

eed, be

• BUlbarg and hia aiEl:,
to explain to

ail f or

noeton and

viaw tha Inltitut.......11.

,.1'If

of

•ooa on ~ te:1

o h vacll 1

(J ave the no 10.... :nt

eo•••

au '0' e to do •

.,
d 'I tl{ do a bing f a nd

exaotl,. ~ eaar,. at S'IIllrthlllore
,

th the antarUJ.=e t fund and the UI. 0

val"llab a fro

bl lIlClre 110

J I too'1:\-,,,

not cea 0

11.-l1oe I

•

•
1 e I. ataotarll,. err ed.

I. uld ..ked a·'tactionatel,. art

a to tert tIt OUilht ,.ou wouldJ and I wall ayour 18

r ,
-real aur. t t the .....tt

• Blmb a't' and
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to r.turn befer. the m1~

be re.Ung thoroughly 1'1t un 1>7 t • Um. yOl1 c back to

.... York. I took the 11b...\,- 01' r.p_tlng to th_ tbat I thought

th... _I no point or your tr

or Saptember at the earll.lt.

I to 18' J1r. IIaaoI on. day nezt ••ak. Thar. 1a a

.Ung of the F1nano. Co tt•• 01' the Inlt1tute on Tb.ur.~,

August lMth. .... Bamberger will "attend. and h. ea1d h. would be

glad to hay. me co_ up and explain to the mombelra or the C...

tt•• the var10ul pointl wh10h I had made to I11a, or h. or1'ered.

U I.ould

1.11' to the Pinan•• C_tt... I thought the latter plan IIUOb

b.tt..., and I .hall make an 'ns&! .nt to ••a J1r. •• art...
•

the COllIIl1tt•• baa -' rath.. than b. ore, thua loav 1t to

J1r. Bamberger to arrange all t •• quoaUona f1rlt.

W. are all ..11. B111 r.tur to Bnsland nezt ....

w••h.ll .tay har., exo.pt far oocaa1onal da". a_y, unc. I

find m;yoelt' full,. occup1ed wi th var1ou. _tter. con~ted w1tb

the opa ng of Coll.g••

W1til kind••t r.gerda to all or you fr

I

Your. o1no....17'

Dr. Abraham Plozn..
Magn.ta_n v1a Burke Fall.
Ontar10, Canada

all or UI,
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I

,-,

•

14 August 1933

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I have your telegram. and ehell not
tail to wire you collect the result of y interview With

• Bamberger and D. Fuld. I wrote to tbeo immedietely
upon my return to warthmore ugust 9th, orrerlng to drive
down to see them as soon 88 it wes convenient tor them to
have me. I sent the letter 1n care of L. Bamberger Bnd

ODS in Newark, 85 you suggested, but have so (er not hed
a reply. I this morning telegraphing • Edgar Bam-
berger to ask tor • Louis Bamberger's summer address,
and I shall write him again immediately, on the chance
that my first letter was not forwarded.

I found on my return from Canada that
• ~aass had deoided to take 8 10 er v8cetlon theD he

had first conte plated; he had already le t e~ York and
wl11 not return until the 21st, 80 there will be no oppor­
tunity of telk1n~ with b1m until tben.

Dr. jresden has elso unluckl y ~cne

otf on ~otor tr!p of 8 coup e at week8. he lef~ ju~t

before my return. eod I have 80 fer not been 5ble to get
in touoh tth 1m to oonsult b.1m about Courant. 1 caD.
ot course. take DO def1nite actio abo t Courant otil I
see eBden. sine our shL.re of bla stilbry would have to
OOele out of th ··&th£rnt.tlcs Depa tlJ:le t fund.

I am. therefor. condemned to inactivity
tor the moment. until I cen get an bppol~t~ent with Wx.
Baoberger 8n • s. Fuld, ~n until i Cbn see ~a88s end Dres­
den, but I hope these delsye will not laat longer than
another week.

With kindest regerds. I am

Yours s ncerely.

Dr. Abrab Flexner
Magnetewan
via Berks Fslls
Ontario, Canada

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



PATltONS ARK IEQUESTED TO FAVOR. TIlE OOIRANY BY ca.mOSW: AND SUOOESnON CONCER.HINO ITS SERVICE

...... u .......

FRANK AYDELOTTE=
SWARTHIWRE PENN=

The 4lIoa tbo...PolnI.l.Au.. dale l\De "'" f\Ill.nt.t~ I.OlI ct.,.ldtee., .... t.ba u....of __pt at~Uoll U abcnrIll\ll. .n=- WI'ANDARD TIl4E.
Received at r,

~W132 17 VIA BURSFALLS ONT=MAGNETAWAN ONT AUG 12 210P
""'IT

am

<::u.ss OF SDt,VIC2 WESTERN SIGNS--
Thb Is a full-rate

DL- o.,Uat«
Tel~rl.m or Cablo- m.t: .. NicheV-
f:1I\ unleq Ie. do-

UNION
NL .. Nl$ht L.etur

erred charac:rer II In- LCO .. Dcfcrnd Cable
dlcaw:l. by • aultahle
lIan above or preecd~ NLT" CableNW.eLem:r

Irli the Iddres&. Wl.T - Wcd.-Eod Lcuu
NIWCONI e ••l-TO... _.'M"T J. e.WL~'" ....... ",""......_ .. T

"

ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION WILL COOPERATE REGARDING COURANT

FOR ONE YEAR PLEASE WIRE ME RESULTS OF YOUR INTERVIEW

GREET I NGS=

ABRAHAM FLEXNER.

WESTERN UNION MESSENC£RS ARE AVAlLABL£ FOR 11-1£ DElNERY OF' NOTES AND PACKACES.
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1...1;~tl.h"'I
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II Auguet 11133

Dear • Bamberger:

I am Juet back 1n Swarthmore, after
epend1ng a de11gbtful week 1n Canada w1tb Dr. and Mre.
Flexner. _hioh we devoted to oontinuous discuasion of
tbe problema of tbe Inet1tuta.

Ir 1t 1e oonvan1ent tor you and Mra.
Yuld, I ebould l1ke very muob to run down to Aebury Park
to 8ee you 80metime Boon to oontinue the diaeuaaioD.
and eape01ally to get your adv108 on one or two new
mattere wb10b beve oo~ up. I oould dr1ve down almoat
any day. but tbe 14tb or 15tb. or tbe 17tb or lltb would
be moet oonven1ent ror 118, 1t equally eo tor you and Mre.
Yuld.

I round Dr. Flexner et111 ratber under
tbe weetber ae tbe reoult or tbe removal ot b1e tonel1e
1n lune. B1e volce 1a etl11 not very atrong, and be hea
not tully reADvered from the operetlon. tbough he le lm­
prov1ng de11y. I 1ne1eted very atrongly to Mra. Flexner
and to hlm tbat be abould rema1n 1n Canada at leeat unt11
tba mlddle or Septamber, leavlng lt to me to attend to any
mattera oonoern1ng tbe Inatltute whloh might need peraonal
attention betore that time.

Our taml1y bad a very pleeaent month
ln the oountry et Old Cbetham, New York, and ere now beck
ln Swarthmore. My wlre and I hed tbe pleeoure or bev1ng
our 80n Bill home. but only tor e short tla•• 81n08 he
muet go back to tbe Brltleh eeum at the end or th1e montb.

I bope you and Mra. Yuld ere bavlng a
pleasant Bummer.

W1th k1ndeet regarda, I am

Yours sinoerely,

Lou1a Bamberger, Eaq.
care L. Bamberger and Sone
Hewark, New Jersey

Please forward
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8 J.uguet HlIlI

Dear V.blen:

I am ju.t baok from canada••nd

am golng to .ee Tarloue people about tha 'eyl matter

.e rapldly a. loan.

I t.el myeelt Tery .trongly the

1aportanoe ot .eourlng ••yl .t onoe, and lt 1. e1aply

• queetlon ot dl.ou.elng tb. matter .1tb Tarlcue

Trust••• and aecuring their agr••ment. I bope to eee

1Ir. 1Ia... on Thureday, and 1Ir. Ilomburg and lire. Jl'uld

a. 800n thereatter a. possible.

I .ball be glad to keep you lntormed

ot the deyelopmenta.

Toure sinoerely,

Prote.eor O••ald V.bl.n
Brooklln
Banoook County, Yalne
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A at 21, 1933

•

Dear V.blen,

I 'lAv. lOur l.tter of A' t6th d_

d 11 ted' ° a t ...t I ~d a V

v. aat10Z1 w1 h • Bn k .... and a.

I t 1'lk tuB wound 1a aU r.lall1' now fC1l' Dr. Plane'

to r_1se the Lestion at a I••tins: or the

CoJllll't • 1n :;Opt bar. Yo' will doubtl.aa ear tr..

Ill. ·llXT.... aoon.a ° just l10w and .tum 11. plana to

win t· e t p.

, an do lOU ret'l1'11 to PrinoetOll? I &II

100'='" f • , ke 1 t."..at to t • ope .j.

the Inatitut. Ootober 1 t.

oura ai tlllBel)',
•

a ld e ~

Baloook Count)'
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THE POf"I..ARs

0l.D CHATH""'"

NeW VOftI<

Dear ........

I _ Juat 1Ia f a ale with Dr.
uner 111 canada. 4ur1.Dg talked

OTer ft1'7 ruJ.~ • nr10ua probl of
e In.Utute. aDd. ..peo1all.7 the quasUon

1
of -k1D8 au offer to 1111 abollt 10b
Dr. i'luner wrote you. I ea_ TOur l.tter
111 reply. tllorous!'lT agree with tbe
poe1t10n you beTe Dr. i'luner
bae uked .e to dieouae the que.Uon
with Kr. Beaberger aDd. • JUld.

I uld Uk. Te1'7 to ee. TOU
before I talk to I note that TOll
wre soiD8 off for a nO&tion of a wale
or tell dq.. • retu= to SW&rt!la>r.
on ndq. AD&uet 7th. aDd. 1r TOU will
let .. laIo_ lib you get ok to your
off1oe. I "".11 be gla4 to run OTor aDd.
ee. TOU to talk a ut th1e d other
probllllll8 oonn ote with the IneUtute.
~. AD&uet lOth. uld eu1t_.
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THE POII"t...ARS

OLD CH""TH"""I

NEW YORK

U' that cl&te 1. CODTen1...t ror you.

'lith ldDdest ....prd., I ...,

Your. e1D",,~.

Herbert lraa88, E8q••
... Wall stroet.
Wew York Cit)'.
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Of' URYleE DalRE • ,./ CHECK_ ....,1<: ..~ WESTERN"'''~ fULL RAft

MHmu DUEIIRm ACCra INfMH.
JUGIfT ....

UNIONllItsSACt ""'"_IIIHT ~~o

-~. ""'" TIME FIlm.......__.."'....L.!:\'ooI:-_W'lUM

"
a ? '_.~:- MaWCOOO.~__

~. ~ .,u.cva, ......___•

Received fron NYC ugust 31, 1933

F

VIEDNESDAY SEI'TEMBm SIX'fH AGREEABLE TO lIE I"OR IIEETING

REG'\RDS

HERB3RT H. ASS

WES'l'ERH UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIfTS FOR AU. OCCASIOSS.

I'
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De... ,

A at 21, 1

581

I am 'feI"J glad ." t,ave • tel" tr

70 aaoretary a.71 that t.m be CO"" n1 .t

to you to alter our ell8&g nt to Pr1da<r, A t

26th. I ahall be 1 11 0 telephone you at 70

ott10e ao"""",,...a ar0un4 ten o'cl~k 14q _Din •

Youra o1ncllX'e17,

Herbert H. IIa a, BlI<l'
20 Exchan6e Place
lIew Yorl< 01'7
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._By
July 24, 19.3

0'" (Fbyda.)

ck (!'h7a1ca)

"" S tica)

C ridge

ohna 1r:::ln1

a8'tta crtltut. ot T C!hnolo

Jet

•
.IIok (FbY'ia.)

or Talyi'

.~ ..or' ( 0 aa)

orm' -0011 01 LondCID tchoo ot co a.

•• DLh '

lontorow1c~'

r.hul' (s ti. io.)

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

, und ell (C at ) onnAD La: r tori.a--L'" OD

.. 'a,y,~nc' Yalo

i~.th.r' (. thematla.)

.. S it..r' (Ro=o. LaDg1Jllgoa)

xx Bonn' (Economics)

arl

prino. on

...rd y of C 1rami.

C.rn8~10 ·~tltut or Technoloty

st.",' (P",ob"lo ,) •
Laid.n

• • •

"" U. a.1.II ( tb."tio.)

alf r. (H"ahac • fUr Palitik)

Colu::blD.

1e (arpointe« pr or to • d ma.at)

al (p aio.) anoh I l'

'T.. haw not ..co.... t. II t.
o b llcrn that th 11 do 10.

In e In3~c I there I, ••on

DC 1Ddl0 t.1 C1' t by re cy Camo1ttee 1.n d ot 11 laced ae!'lD!U1 ch.-.)a.re.

--. • rrow
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OOPT QontldonUaJ. rend

"G==R 9CHCLARS JI' PGI1I'l'l!D

Born (PhTa1.. )

lrenok (Ph,.elee)
I

xx S.en (Ila~h...etlee)

xx 7renck (Ph)'eleo)

Oomhrtdp

10hne Hopk:1De

~.aoh~.tt. Institute Teohnology

aachuaaUa InatUuta TeebD.olOl7

xx IItlch10r~ •

Neloaer· (:Zconomics)

tTni",.rll ty or Chio.

UniT.ratty at l'enntr71Tu1a

Bonn' (Boon_oo) .London SChool or l:COlloC.OII

• • • •

KontoroW1oz* • • • •

'UniTerattf at Calltomla

Donnan Laboratori••• London

Pr'1nce1io1l

••••

ToJ.e

Al~.ahul· ( ~a~lo~loe)

7reWllllleh (Ch...a~17)

xx Schw:k1n4!' (IJltemattonal L.... )

xx EID10T Roa~h.r· (lIa~h_tt.e)

xx Bpitzar· (B~DOe Langua«•• )

xx Bonn· (Econcmlca)

Ilerl C......gl. InIIUtute or Teehnolog,.

Stern' (PoyohologTl) • • • •
Zlneh.1mer L.lden

xx Beruteln (Mathe:aatica) Columbia

Woltero (Hoohe.hul. 1\lr PollUk) Yal.. (appointed prior to hi.
41_.eoJ.)

PolOD)'i (Ph)'el.o) llenoheo~.r

• Tu.. _0 hsve not accepted ea 78t.. 1D 1ZlO&t 1Jlatanoe. tbare 1. re on to
M.l.1eTli that they will do ao.

xx 1.I1d.1 oat.. grant by
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Dear Aydelotte:

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

MAONItTAWAN. VIA BURKS FALLS

ONTARIO, C",,.,AI;I ...

July 24, 1933

Welcome to C&nad&~ But we do re~r8t that you found 1t necessary

to take It. train that brings you to Burka Falla in the early hours of the mornin&.

Blll Dauneey, who will hand vou this, ~ll bri~ you to the cQmp.

J should suppose you would reach camp somewhere between fiye and slx, when you

,,111 lind i"t in the anna of liorpheus. Bl11 w'll take you to the boat-hou••

where you will find It. thermos of hot cofree and It. bed. Get to bed,and sleep

as late a8 you will. We won't ring ~ny bella or do anything to arouse you.

ave your sleep out. and we will be strewn around the place wheneTer you come

down to join the gllng.

1 hope Mrs. Aydelotte ' • brother 1s better. lAy own oldest

brothor is 111 of the same oomplaint and keep. Its anxious all swtm!tr.

We have had superbly beautiful weather, &nd I have recovered

~ strength completely, though I Am still proceeding cautiously.

lots to talk about.

Heartiest greeting'l

Ever 81 c6rely,

-to

There i8

President Frank Aydelotte

t:lurks Falls

AF:ESt:l

2
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER

MAGHnAWAH. VIA BURKa FALLa

ONTARIO. CANADA

July 11, 19:5:5

Dear Ayd elotte:

I am so sorry to learn that Wrs.~~91ot~'8 brother has been s~rioosly

ill. I hope yary much that he will i~rOT8 and that you ant) Mrs. Aydelotte may be

able to gat orf to Canada.

As far as I no?,' 10107.', the li'-u)l'"lwa:r,lJs Mdt on tha 16th, whioh wi.lt bri.og

them here, perha!,)8 & week later. '1'hay plan to stay two weeKS. I 'think 111':>. FleXl"lAr

wee: in hopes that your visit \/oul':! ooinci<!e with theirs. ~t woul~ b~ vary Jolly.

I am curious to la\o'- ""hat tTeyl' lJ letter oOlltalnad. I judg.;J .from

letters of rrt ·nds or is from Znrich that he has been very unb8p~y,

liIean·Nhl1e, the Institute goes its l(ay enrolling an aoceptable student;

now and then, so that all 1s in shape for a quiet start in the autwm.

My bout with the 8ur~eons 'took more out of me than I thoue;ht.

however, I am pretty well myself. Just why flf'/ mind shoultt not be .funotioning very

aot1v'ely I do not }mo"" b,,,,t Simon warned me that I wouliJ fil10 thi<t to be the cue.

It will do me good to see you and your w1!'e anrt the W'oodwards.

;'..n,ng 1.e .tue an)" day th1ll week.

ror comforl:.

I hope that ?h11aJQ1~ hia and l~s environment are not proving too hot

With all goo~ wishes to you bn~ ~our - ire anrl for her brother,

SioCQTqly yo rs~

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swar~hmore, ?erL~sylvanla

P.S.
S1n09 dictating the above I hllVa, I nm Sa!" ry to sa'·,

r9\)'l1V"l ~'t - "'0 t-J"""i 1.;: cablegram fro:n t e lioodwe..rds,
" - t'"Vnry sorry c~~~' oo~:. ~v~ ~ ~~1.

A.F.
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THE PLAZA
Nl;l:w,"onK

July 2, 1933

!)onr lJiG

Dr. Flexner disappatAl'~ in or '6T to e;o

through a surgicto. 0;>9)" ...t10n ths:t was not serious but

did lay him up for almost e. month. He is passing

through Ngr, York today on his way to Canada. I ~id

not ans-.Ter your note earlier b9Caus~ his p ~ ~ han

been uncertain until no",t.

On account of the eath of tha Thr an

or All Souls, the Woo~ward8 had to post~o ~ their

sailing until the middle of July. D!'. and Mrs. Fle:xJler

7<111 be hr.p:.y U' the Aydelottes ce.n coma up about the

same time.. say, July 20 or th9re8,bollts. It is possible

that Mrs. FleT.ner has herself ~"itt9n to Mrs. Ay~~lotte.

I hope you will have a pleRsant vaoation.

SinC'lrl :1 YOllr!\.

Miss &mna Y. Abbett ,..r A.R
Sw~rt}UDOre College ~ I'J. /.JI~~~
So'Iarthmore .. 1"8 n:1S"'] vania

2u. ~<l) I}' ~l~-!Lt -t" rL
f -;:r; 1<, '-It -<I,
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June 'Z1. 193:5.

lIy d.ear Mrs. Balley:

President Aydelotte would 11ke to know whether Dr.

Flexn.... is stUl in this vici ty or wheth.... he :s gone

to Canada, and also when

arrive.

• Woodward 13 expected to

I trust you are going to have" ple"sant vacation

this summer.

Yours s1ncercly.

s. Esther S. Ball"1
:tIns ti tute far Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey
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ay 20, 1933

De... Ill-. Plexn...

I have re over tl11a sing corre.pondenoe tr.-

Dr. Ooar vor carerully and retlU'n it to you herew1tho I ve

e 0 note of hi. reference., but do not e... any po.aibility

of our cOIUidarlng 111m aeriou.ly. We are not in • poaiti"" to

e an a oint ent in biolo and ahall not be until time. are

bettor and tile <lonor or e fund 10 able to complete it. When

tl11s ha ena I ve a 11a t of ....wal extraordinarUy prO!:lU1ng

men, obtained trom tile Rocketell.. In.titute and othu p1&o••,

"'" I nt to coneider. Two ot th... eepeciall .e jU5t the

sort we t to appoint, and I .hould not on that acoount wi.h

to hold out anyt ng in the ahape or a hope to Dr. Coar.

The wbole correspondence, I must • ...,. retlecto a

point or v .... wI11ch I tl11nk you will find more ..ide.pread among

the collegea than you dream. It ..e could really e S1rllrtlmlore

a place where undergraduate tellol11ng could be combined ..ith real

facilitie. for re.earch and real encourage nt of it, it would

be amo.t unique among. all ooll88e. in the country.

Youra sincerely,

Dr. A Flexn.., Direotor
In.titute or Advanced study
100 Baat 42nd Street
lie.. York City
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

100 Lo..,. ~2HD ST...n

N.w VO"". N V

t'"" 18, 1933

elotte:

Yo may be interested in reading

the enclosed correspondence, ..hich is quite

aJ::l8Z lug. Please regard it as confidential

and ret~'n it t ~e. I do not ~ow whether

you have found a biologist or not, nor do I

know enythir>..g of Dr. Coar l s equ1pnent, but

be gives abun.dant references should you

cere to 1nves tigate the:t.

Ve sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Srrartbcore College
S17srtlr.o re. Fe..
AF:GB
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE

5W"'RTHMOR~."IlHHSYLV.NI'"

MATI1£MATlCS ANO A,STAONOMY

lay 4, 1933

Pres1dent ydelotte
CollefB

Dear Pre!31dent ydelotte:

Thank you for shO'iiinl; mE Dr. Flemer's
letter; I an returntnc it here"1th. 1 expect
to see t'e~len next Sunday end to talk the 0:. etar
over with h1o.

YOU~~._
resden
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

La"" .........IID...--...... ,.n,. "uLO
v"",,,.....,

u ........c" .. HOUGHTON

"'"'-....UIlL D. I.II:'DIIII_""
T_

Ilt....... ..,..1,1"

..c_T..-

..." .......... I'LUHIII
0-.-.•• ,......

(I'OU,.DIlD ... LOU'........UOIlII ....... """ 1',,1.'. !'UL.a. '.H)

100 EAST 42NO STREET

Nl!:W YORK. N. Y.

Way 1, 1933

.."....It D.LQTTI'

IlOD"" II II01lll

l.OU' IlJlGU

"LUI. ~""IlL...."...........LIIll"'....
~UI.IU. ,,",aoD<WAI.D

•.,111, ..IlUl< I'ULO

.00.... 11'. """D'"
......... _ .. HOUGHTON

HPOIlDtT H. "'''NI'.H

......un D. l.,nO""DO''''
,",""IlJOT .
1'..01l00c:. It. ''''
l'ueT ... n-ItAull

\.rW1. H. WI[Et)

/'" Dear Aydelotte:

Vnny thtmks for letting me see 19'ayl t 8 letter to Dresden. I

have sent 1 t to Veblen, "'''0 wIll return it ei thar to me or to Dresden.

Veblen agrees with me that while it would be in the highest degree &d­

vAntegeou8 tor the Institute to have Wey! if his health Is really good.

it WQuirt be t) mistsle to make him any otter until you am I and be have

bad tJ-e oppor tum ty to see him. I 0 no t see that there is anyt ing

et all we oan do now, for it he cannot get out of Germany to deliver the

Cooner Lectures, he oannot get out tor any other purpose.

Always sinoerely,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, President
~~8rthmOTe College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvanis

,GD
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prll 18, 19

Dear Dr. FleXIle1':

IIJ llUe and I were" l1ttle del" ed ahO', " war-

1n~ "0 8 and 3. 1'1exner'a 1nvitation tor J 1 • ow1T"O' "'0 a

tn"URi rstand.1ng b" \1h1ch rq w11'e nr.t thought t was June.

Tl'lere 1. a C81·ta1n amount of: eex:tpllcatlon n ut July, eCRUS

we l".ave arranGed to t8.i~e a houne a Chatloulr.1 end h&v Q lao

arranged for Bll1 to co.;e heat t t time. TlJ.e 0 e

business 1a, however. not finally set.tled, em I an r-:" ing

to Bay th t you can in o..ny ca30 count on coming to Canada

at the 1 set. An _ince ". Pl"XIler was k11'd eno h to

1nclude B1ll 1n the 1nv1tot10n, 1e and Bill w111 c e 180

it 1t t n. out that t t 1. poa.1 le. e s'1aU know prett"

soon ..".t hi_ plons ar. and Just how we _hall b. f1 ed.

Yours aincerely,

Dr. Abrohom FleXIleI'
In_t1 tute for Advanced ad"
100 E t 42nd Street
New York Ctt"
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Dear s. Baile,.:

President Aydelotte asks

April 5, 1933.

to tlulnk you for

,.our lettsr of April 4th enclosing copies at correspondence

he desired.

Yours sincerel,.,

• s. Esther 8. Bailey
Institute for Advanced Study
100 East 42nd Street
lIew York City
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCEO STUOY

":"1"0""''''' O ....lc:U

100 Lt..T '-2HO ST1IU;T

NllW V_". N V

April 4, 1933

Uy dear President Aydelottes

I 8C aendll),g you cople. of two letters

to be added to the corr8spolldence recently aent

you, nsms_ being omitted.

Sincerely yours.

~.J~~
President hank 41delotte
Swarthmore College
Swartbmore. Pennayl"an1a
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COP Y

Karch 31, 1933

Dear ,

You realize, of course. that I can take your candid
statements 'Yery- philosophically" because I have no respoDslbUlty
whatever for the conduct of the institution proper. Some of my
colleagues in that division might not be 80 calm about them.

I think: you are correct that none of the people on the
Surv~ have made a first-hand iaY8stlgation of foreign universities.
A.t least two of them, tb;)ugh. baTe been T81'7 c10.e students of the
literature 1n the field at least and are convena.nt with what 18
golngon.,

Sincerely yours,

.April 3. 1933

Dear _

Tba.nk you for your kind note. Of course I realize that
you are 1.n position to take criticism phUoBoph1cally. but somehow
it ought to be kn01ltl. upon the Campus of that DO man can
study an American unlver!!J1ty. who does not know thoroughly universities
and researCh institutes in other countries. Ambulando dlscbaaa.
I:f' yaur own Latin 18 ruB ty. ask •

Sincerely yours,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

..61"0...."... o .....c...

100 £An A al"o ST"..n

N.w 'I'CHtIl., N Y

Karch 717. 1933

ll7 dear Pre81dent .Aydelotte,

I am Bending you herewith copies

of the letters you wllhed. omitting names.

S1ncere1;y your.,

President JTarik Aydelotte
Swartbmore College
Swartl:more, P8Z1D.8ylTan1a

r
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
g"'e...
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President :E'~ A:..celotte
Sr.artx.ore College
S to-ore. Pe:l!l.sy:'ve.nia

1:y deer Presic.ent ·elotte:

A.t tile r.:eeti:l~ o~ tile ""ruatee'" of ":"e Institu~e

for Acivanced S" ";r lleld Jr.rmary 9, 19~Z, 1" r:u8 decided t t

the ne.:rt t...Set p o~ the Boerd &;loulc. be beld on A1Jr~l '4. 19:!3.

insteac of April 10. 19:~, as provie.ed b tb.e :B"'-L&TT8. T1le

pre ~nt notice tbat a =eetinr ~ill br held at the o~ice of

t1:e Institute, 1:>0 ~8t ""00 Street, ~·et'l' York Cit·~. at 11:00

a.n. on Anri! 10, is ..:lere!.'" sent in accorce.nce rit tile 13;--

d I:1aY be disregarded.. As a quorJrn ill not be ~resent

on A~ril 10, the meeting ~ill be celled for Anril 24, 19:~, end

de~inite notice uil! be sent to you tr.o oel~ in advance.

Very truly -O\l.rF,

8sistnnt Secretary
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Ilanh 24, 1933

Dear Mr. ,
I alBO whate to IIq ittl • but I dont t th1:.ak: that you pve ~-=_~

-=-=-=-_ the "intensive .crut1~ which 1t dee8rYs.. Othenr188 1D Chapter _
of Volume _ you w01ld have found at least one chapter which was the vel7
antithesis 01 exact measurement. I inclole a reprint tor fear that you
fIJlq OTerlook 1t.

I hope that the rf!T!81n1ng volumes in the eeriee maY'. t6 80me extent,
correct your impreee10n that the SurTe)'" gentlemen baYe ltudled the Unlverdt;y
entirely fl'om the wrong point of view. The,' would be flattered by your
IItatement that the SurY8)'" waa too 8Y8tematie and too deta11ed becauae I th1J:lk.
rightly or wrongly, they are under the 1mpre8Blon tbat there are certain factors
which caD be measured Bclentltlca11y and that doing 80 require. 80me .yet. and
Bane deta11. llut I mn only the publisher and shall not undertake a defense
of thle project.

u usual you baTe put your f1nger 0J1 tbe r1gbt tblngs wblcb obould be
emphasised, and on ether th1nge lIb.tch are apt to be ovsrElllpballlzed. and, ae
usu.e.l, I am instructed and gratef'nl.

SIncerely,

••••

Uarch 27, 1933

Dear Yr. ,

Thank you very much tor yours ot the 24th with Ita enclosure. Of course,
r did not mean to imply that the eurveyore ot the Uni'f'erBity were entirely ob­
livious of research, but atter all the little reprint 1Iblch you were able to ead
me forme but an extremely emaIl part of the four voltlll8s.

You will be 8IIR1IIed to know that this very morning a toreign .cholar who
baa in the last year spent some time at the UniYeralty ot called on me to
talk about the Unlvere1ty of and certa1n other "QD.iverelties which he bas
visited. Be 18 a man of real distinction. Bill one criticism wae that he thought
I under.tated the abeurd1 ties to which I bave been calling attention,lo, the.e IIlILJJ7
yean. I do not believe that the Troateee of the University ot or the execu­
tive officers woo bave charge ot the institution really know tlhat a university is or
ought to be.

1bank you for the good lmmor with which you take my plain statements, but.
as one nears the grwre, it becomes one to be e1 ther candid or ellentl

Very sincerely yours.

P.s.
You neglected to tell me how roany of the surveyors have etudi8ll. tmivere1t1es outside

of the UDited States. --
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Dear A.ydelo te:

I leave to you and Dresden the question of

" ..... "'" "'''OI:LOTT,
I:OGA 1:1I0...
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doing anything about the Scrl'Dta 1~o.t3 t1ca. I cannot

think very hi' y of a scientif'ic jom,,,,,] ~h1ch pr1&te such

rn.bblsh without taking the pains to inquire "ant the facta

are. I e::.ou1.d very t!!UCb 1 ike Dresden to eoo:::unleate tbis

opinion to Archibald if Archibald sees h~.

I ~w that Eleanor will be ad if "he Student

Gove~ent Association confi~ the vote abolisrin~ f~ter-

nittes. They have no business in e. de:nocratic cOIll!!JUJ1ity.

With all good wiahEs,

Sincerely yours,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swart~re College
S'I7arthoore. Pennsylvania

J.F: ES!!
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o.or Dr. Plener,

I gave Dr. Dre,don the facta about Birkneff and

bave had " little conv,.,..ntlon rl th h1Ill as to the <lue,tioD of

oommtn1cat1ng them to Scr12ta Matherno.t1oa. Dr. Dresden nnd I

agree that "aulA be taldng R little too much notice of an irreapcn­

dble report- Dr. Dreoden ia to aee Archibald soon and will in­

formally tell hilll what the faota are. and. incidentally. aak him

bow he happened to print the report and juat what waa the aouroe

of hie informat ion. 'rhe III&tter ie of no illlportanos. but I fesl a

oertain curioaity .. to just how it happened to get printed in that

t'orm.

You lII&y tell Eleanor that the question of tho

moment at S-nlmtoro la. whether the Student Gaver"",snt Association

ma:r po..ib1;J ref81'88 their vote abolishing trat81'nitiea. I beHave

that pro-fraternlt:r studenta and AlUJllDao are advocating that oourse,

and it is inevitable that thsy should be lIlUch ..br. vooal and activo

than thooo on the othar aide. I havo no ideo at this'lIlOl!lent how

tho thing ia l1kel:r to turn out.

Yours sinoerely,

~
.

Dr. Abraham Planer. Director
natituh for Advanced st dy

100 Baat ~2nd streot
If•• York it:r

\
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Wany thanks for yours of March 1. I heve not seen the December

number of Scrlota Mathematics. Professor Birkhoff has never been offered

the position of Direotor of the Sohool of Mathematios. There is no 8uoh

post. He was offered a professorship, eooeoted it, and subsequently - for

ressons I do not care to discuss - asked to be released, whioh I did Without

8 moment's hesitation. You are at liberty to v~it. these faots to the Editor

of the journal it you so ohoose, saying th6t you do eo attar oonference with me.

I was profoundly gratified when I saw in the morning paoer the

news th&t the girls of Swarthmore ha~ deoided to abolisb freternities. Hurrah

for them and tnrinite oraise for your patient an~ statesmanlike handling of

the situation. Eleanor will give a whoop.

I whisper to youT seoret ear that Mr. Walter Stewart has agreed

to come on the Board of Trustees. After a fortnight's reflection, he has

~.oided that the wey in which we are ao~roaching the sub~ect of eoonoDdos

ia the moat hopeful in the entire field today.

Remember me to Mrs. Ay1elotte, an~ believe me

Always sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

1..:/,
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lIaloch 1, l~

Dear Dr. Plezner,

Have you ••en a rather extraordinary not.

ahout the Inltitute in the December numb.... or Scripta

Mathematica? '!'he article 11 .igned with Archibald'l

initials and saYI, en:ong other thing., that "In the

Ipring of 1932 the po.ition ot director c' the School

or Math_tic• .... ortered to Profellcr George Devid

Birkhott but he decided to rerJB.in at Harvard Uni-

verslt7'" 00 you auppo•• 't,jhat Profeaaar B1rkhot"1'

gave out this item tor publio.tion?

Yo\U'"s s1ncerely,

Or. AbrahlfJ:1 J·le%llor. Director
__~lUItitute tor Advanced stllli7

100 East 4~nd stroot
He.. York CitT
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DeaT J.yde1otte:

Ur. Straus 1ntonn.a me that there is to be

a meeting of the !foc1natlng Cocrlttee at hi' office at

five 0' cloc:k Frlda;y afternoon. I wonder if I could aee

you to t&1k OVE.r Instltu e oatt&l"11 betore the meeting for

a balf hour or so. I could meet you at the PeDIl8ylvan.1a

Station or here at m;y office at a.J:1J'" hour you appoint.

J.lacy" 18 of course very close to the Pennsylvania

Station.

Please r~am~er me to Mrs. Aydelotte, and

believe me

llway. swcerely.

Ct.;;.
President ?rank Aydelotte
Swar~re College
Swarthmore. Pennsylvania
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Dear Yr. ---_., Febrnary 2B, 1933

•

I am Bend1.ng to you, undEr separate cover, advance copi•• of
five VOlUD8S of lntensiT. scrutin;y of organisation, instruction, and
ph;ysical facilities of thi. University. I kDow that this represents
the type of scrutiny which you are primarily interested in. In other
words, we bay. not ent1rely forsaken the straight aDd narrow path. If
you have time, I wish you -.dd let me baT. your cOlll!lents about these booD
and l.t me know whether you would l1ke to see the reat of the serles.

I am lOrry tla t the sh1ft in our pl&D8 in January made it impos­
sible for you to get oYer to the meeting of the univeraity presses. I
hope you are atl1l resenitJ& ~ur jud.g1n.81lt on the .:lYle que.tion until
I can abow the to you.

Sincerely yours•

•••••
March 17, 1933

Dear llr. t

Thank you for yours of :february 28 and for the Tol'tIIleS representing
what you call the -intensive scrutinr' of the UD.1vera1ty. I hate to say it,
but I do not believe that eraminations of this k1Dd are l1kely to be in aIJT
wise fru1ttuJ.. Ther are entirely too lIyatematic and detailed. The wq to
make a uniTerei ty 18 to haTe acme men and to let ths alone. It seelDs to me
absolutely iDDaterlal Whether the teaching burden of one man equale that of
another, Whether there is &rq relationship whatsoever between the respective
number of their pupUs, etc., etc. .A. man who teachn one hour a week to
one student ~ OTerturn the universe, whereas a JIlB.1l who teachee fifteen
hours a week to 3,CXX> students m8¥ not l~e hi. IllII.rlc. In J1lT lWimn8nt,
theae gentlemen haTe studied the UniTersi ty from the wrong point of view.
I just wonder to wbat extent they are ac:quainted with uniTersities other
than those that exist in the United State••

With all ~od "ishes,

Sincerely yours,

••••
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Jonuary ~1. 1933

Le J.yC.e1otte:

':".::£J::L..: fOU for rour :otee of ....c.rroar:J 19 and 20.

You ~tnlt thi~ of bo+~~r1ng to ca:e to t~e 3Xe~·tive

.......,..
......,. .. A'tt)a..D'tTt:

~ "OUI
LOU' uo...
ALDI. eA""CL

."AHA" ..LDHI:II

~ULlU. !'''ICOOlW.Le

""L !'CUJI: 'ULO

.J<It1H .. M."DI"

.L4..SOH •• HOUOHTO"

H.II••11rT 10 LCH.....

.... UCL o. Le'DeeGO""
H."••1IrT H .
'LO"l:Hel: II '"

-oIc:T. ""..u.
Law'. " WKCO

Co~ittee ~eet1ng on Jcnuary 28. I ~ de1tchted that you

and YO'J.r wife ere go in.::; to get awe:s for a brentl1.!ng spell.

~elB B~~ in the South hal be n of nrice1e81 value to her.

! 8J:l '7er"l led tbr t 70U agree with ce about tee

abolit~n of he of""ices o~ reste nt vic president.

bad a :!'urther tal:..: rt th :':r. "sass Y8stere.q w::lC s'Ug..estec.

t~e creation at ~ o~:ice o~ vlce-eCai~. So t' t e cc d

have SO~bon tere authorized to Ei~ toc~ents, etc., in

~~r. Bo·J.ghto- 1 fI ab!!ence in Wnshi:;,gton or abroel.

eed tbat t~8 o'!.1lc. ~111 he bll1.

l.r. _sass

It!! n ad wishee L!ld ar.oest

5 l:.cer 1 '~ours,

.1. .J.

eeti:lt,-s,

?resldent ~~ A elotte
Pres~dentlt House
S rt~ore Colle
Sm..rt:nore, Pen:.sylvania

A.!:SJl
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Janulll7 20, 193:1.

De... !lI'. l'lesntll' I

I have your letter o~ Januar,' 19th. which

croased one trom me to you, ...king to be excused.

trom the Executive COI1Ildttee meeting on Janua!'7 2e.

I hete to give up the ahart vacation which I hed planned

and could make good UIIe o~ in eradicating certain g_

~ grippe.

Aa to the queation about a Chairman and Presi­

dent, I alii quite clear in my own llI1nd that such a

board a8 oura does not need both offioers, and I hope

ve!'7 ll\Uch that t!le Executive C"",M1ttae will vote to

abolish the ~ticea ot President and Vice-President

in vi•• of the resignation o£ htr. Bamberger and. Mrs.

l'uld, keeping only the oi'tice of' Chairmen.

Yours aincerely,

Dr. Abraham. Flexne!', Director
The Institute for idvanccd Study
100 Eaat '2nd ~tr.e t
New Yarl< Ci t'1
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100 EAST 42NO STREET
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JonuaI'Y 19, 1933

Dear Aydelotte:

I find now that one or two add! tiona!

mattera will cooe before the Exe~~tlve C~lttee at

the ceetiD.;! on Januar] 28 - among them the quest ion

as to whether a Board of our ~ind needs botb a Chairman

.....NIl "'I'OIlLOTT.

110""111 1 ..001

LOU' ,,11:1'
..LUI. e.o.""IIL

".""H"" 'L••"...
JUL'U. ''''IEOI:N L''

.. " •• 'IIL,. "ULD
.IOHN" ......O'N

"UN.cN •• >10UO"TON

" ....1:,..,. H LIIH.."'t
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1'111".11"'" It " ....

"LO"II""CII ".,..
"UC'I' •• .,... ,,1,1.
LIIW1... WIIIIII

and a President. Your experience and knowledge may

throw light on t1:at question.

urge 70'J. unduly to attend the Exee'~tlve COc::iittee

It.eetin~. I l::o.ow your -presence would be helnf'ul.

Alw8¥8 siucerely,

President Frerik Aydelotte
Swartbrnore College
Swartlr:ore, Pennsylvania

Al':E5:
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Dee Dr. Fl.xn...

I .hould b. gJ'at.ful if I could b••xcUlle4

from the m••ting of the Encuti". COl'IlIitt•• on

JenUA17 28th. It c..-. in the m1ddl. or a l1ttl.

"acation Which ... ba". b.twe.n ......t..... end m;y

wtr. and I had plonne4 to run a_:y for a br.athing

.pell at thAt ttme. I am ".r:y glad to eerv. on

the 1lom1nating COMI!dttee in accordanc. with :your

notioe.

With ldndest regllI'd9. I am

Yours sinoerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Direotor
In.titut. for Advanced 5tud7
100 R••t 42nd Stre.t
II.... York Ctt,.
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notice of ll":"'ich is enclose will deal TT1 tl:. one or

t 0 apooin ente prior to the deTl8.I'ture of ~·r. 32I:.-

er:er e:1d ::r". ~d for Arho:m-. Ie 8:..all be de-

light d to r.a:ve ;"ou present, b".lt we shall al!l'o thorou bly

ULderstend 11 you do no~ teke tbe tr~~ble to ~e the

railroad Journey.

With all good nares,

Sincerely yours,

President Frcrik ~elotte

SwartbcoTe College
Swartbl:1ore, PelrlBylvania

J.!:_SB
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January 17, 1933.

Dear Dr. Plexner:

Thi. last per. 0 co ot oy1'8 caps the c1' cexl

Thi. settles the t18tter of course.

to do.

d thero i. notb1ng l' ther

I 80 delighted to ear that 8. Plexn8r Is aO

"",ch 1mproved. We are all flourisb1.ng, except that I brought

back a germ of gri e frOID Ne" Y k and have d n little dtffi-

culty in eradicating it 1'rom rtry syato though I think I have now

done that. It was a very curioua one_ It did not involve any

cold but only most violent 1'1 ctuations of temper~ture.

I 80 alcing a very thorC>U6h rovia1on of tho

Christian Science article, and want to send it to you for your

c nts beforo I Dubmtt it to them. This beastly ippe bas

put me back a little, btl shall hope to get it into 1'inal

form wometime within the next fow days.

l/ith kinde. t regards, I

Yours sincorely,

Dr. Abraham Ploxner, Director
Instituto for Advancod Study
100 Ea.t 42nd street
New York City
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out

Ita

~ 19hn Un1TC'B1t7 r8't'1l1W b ... lIrtlole

'!h. Inautut. rat' .I4Y1Ineell Stw!7. 1IbJ.oll 1••OOD to

dcon in Pr1no.tcn and.. the directIon or Dr.

ntll the tltl. ·X1nete1n au P....ed1. dee CllC' eurtI.·
1. a tranalaUOD or t _ 81011 which ..ell

....lr1c... perlod1cala to de cr1be t lne itute. • 1nI1

It axactly exprea .a the or the n_ 1t"o:Itlon or leolll'rl-

ing. ~e Pounl...a. the Direotar. md the t .... hava ...-

her e4 on a deliberate attOllqlt to conetruet aD lOGu.

utopia. to.. a 11 P'OlJ,p or t _ t _"""",,'10

.cholare end the ableat .tud...ta end to urrOdDd 10 1011

Id.&1 oonditl0 rCll'.o larly war •

• lnetitut. 11 be un11ke eny «Id.t ..lotlD

un1v..B1ty in that 11: .Ul be en ire rCll' pos - til at~

end r.aeerell. ery 0 c llSerat· em will ' rd1nate

to t • qual1t.,. or Ita ta~u1ty d or Ita 11 body or .tud""ta.

'!.'her••111 be a or !satl • t

r .t po..i 1. ro tl • end. 10 _ 1 1. t'reell...

• plan 1. a bold an. in Ita 'fiery. licl y.

'l'be orl 1n or the IneU>;ut. wall .. dr tIc u It.

pI 18 daring. ~ r_ Jlat a!'QI"ll M. r 1r 10 ~

rr tl.. ...... 1 :.iDea on , Dr. v. t ..

••1lO1'1&1 ea at t e Unlv...Ity or CIl'd an the. Ject

of ·UnlversitI...• lac .. W82'. lat.. publbl:lell b7 t ...

OxtCll'd Unlv...lt7 Pres. end • attr cted wide att aUem in

un1v..alt7 cirol••• bee us. of. • ~ Dr. 1......... '.
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c nt. on the univeraltle. or England. OeniI8D7. Pro "

II

he was ''''JrI"",ed in

correct: • proar. or bt. vol ,~. P1ezn.. recalved a

vl.lt tt"O the legal r.pr<u'lIlt Uv. or two _em.. "IIhc..

na........... not enUoned, mo had t........,. the lDt.ntlO11 or de-

vot1ng t eir tort_ to p!l.1lantbrople ~., d

...... in ...reb at .dvlce .. te preclae1:r what parpoee 'IIOuld

be lIO.t etul.. IlJ '1 or r.p1:r Dr. Plan.. banded over

had __ attenUOI1. In • Dour•• ~ b1a

proor. at on or two p ea, in whicb Ile dilcusse.

b. dcme to r ....1l!7 cer n det.ct. at om"

.78t_ to w'1J.ol1

t lI1&'1t

edllcsUcma1

er t~. 1e:m.. aa1dl

"Proogre • II1gbt b. gr••U'1 ...lated b7 t .• outr16ht
creatlon at a .choo1 or inatltut. at higher 1.arnlIlg. a
unlveralt., in t e po. t ....... or • w...d. It
.bould b. a e••ocl.t7 at. 1ar -f'ree, a. _ture
per.ona. ted b7 int.lleetu P'U1"P<*-, t be 1att
to pur•• their .." ends in tb.ir.." '1' A .tratlon
.hould be III t.Ol! inlllql8ll81" 30' olar. _ .cl.,tl.t•
•hould particlpat. in It. ov t J the pr.lident .hould
come down tl-_ hi. ped.ltal. '1'11. t 'organisatlon'
.hould b. banned. '1'11. in.t 1tutlon .hou1d b. open to perlona,
cOlllP8t.nt _ cultlvate • mo do not need and would abhor
8p t be til.., coll • .dult.... not, It
should 11JIIp1. aurronnd'nsa--boo ,1& orat...l ...
and a ova all, tranqu1111t b. oe or di.tr ctlon .it
b7 wor1d1'1 concerna or b7 parent r ••ponalbl11t7 tor an
1 t ••t"d.nt bod'1' ovl.lon .hould be • tor the
B:!ll8ll1tl.1 or ut. in the inatltution 8%ld in the prlvat.
ut. or tile .tatt. It need not b. cC7.IIP1.t. or trlca1t
1t • cha:.r eoo11d not be • 1'1 tl11ed, It • ould be
lett v cant. '1'I1l1l'••X1JIt. ln .........10 no an1verllt'1 in
thi. ""''--= ina lt lon, DO ._t or learn1Dg d...oted
to r teac and re.. ell. v are t • pr..sure
at under t. and vocatioaal actlvitl.. • the
.erlou. object. tor 1lh1ch uni"lIl'.1tl•• exi.t.
undergradust. tra1n1n~ la 1... e;:tlclent thaD It II1g11t
b., 1t 1att to it••1t.

• t oould be act it • lcan an1-
"_1t.,..... us te: 11 ed, 'l'I1e ab1.lt .c o1erB and
.ClllDt1atB would be attracted to it. taculty, the _t
.arnest .tad.ntB would • attr cted to It. liberatorl..
_ .-lnar.. It wonld be ... 01 'I Jolm8
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HopJdna .... alll but lta propulal·... POWill' would be
~.ntOWl out or all proportlon to lta aiao. It would.
Uk. a 10"', f'oc".. ra that now .oettlll'. Th. Rocker.ller
Inatlt te f' ed1cal R.aearch is Ua1ted in acopel
lta hoaplt CCIltalna 1... than tlf'ty tedl. But it.
unc_ aing atandarda ctlvlt:r and public tion

• givon 1t 1ntluenc. in lea and Europe through-
out the entlre tl.ld or medical ed tion and reaearc •
... univeratq ar a achool or highill' lear at t 0 levol
I h 0 1nd1c ted would do as h tar ot dla lpUn..
and s1 .t thua t ..atat tJ 0 Ill' r .....g nt..t1on
or aec"""ar;r and ucatlon.

Th••uggo.tion appealed to tho pro.peotlvo donora.

Intlll'Vl......... h.ld, the p n... .lab....ated. aDd f'1notJIT

adopted. aubject to one condltl00-t!lat Dr. Pl8:la1C' olf'

oil0I11d cerna t to b.c ~ Il1rectar or the .... Inetltute

and l..,nch 1t upon 1ta Clareill'. It ta not orten thet a orttl0

lnatltutiona bee ao 1:.....ld1'at. an o........tantq to

put hi. ld..a 00 trnotlvo1:J into actico. Tho orf' ... a

chell..... Wich could not ba re1'uaed. And 20. 19:50.

t 0 new Inatitute .... f'o al1:J 1nc<rporated. the or

Truat rec.tved • Pl'elSm!nar;r If't or .000,000. and tile

work or organl..tion beg •

In • atat~en·t in ch he -drat ed tile intellectual

tolloa1ll3 pointa, '>'ho new lnat1~utlon la to be devoted to

po.t-graduat. atudT ane! ro.oarcho dtvaroed f'r _t Dr.

Plo,.".. bee c "th. c and dtveraiona" or mlder duete

_k. It 1:0 to be 1 in al" • pluUo in it......p=..t1....

and aever.1:J 11:s1ted, at leut ln tho be,g!Jm1ftb aa rOgaJ'da

t 0 "ubject" with 'Oh1.ch lt Will undlll'ta to d 1. ""arlo"

will be gen..ous, and DO .." will be a pointed to a or.nor­

.hip mo baa not. ln tho optn1on or t Director and hi. ad­

vialll'•• achieved e!nonc. ln hi. flo1d, .... who does not .how
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pr la or att 8Uch •• 'fbil Ul81tat1OIl that

the teachlng ltaN' will nl ,.. ba 11. 1n.....1tabq 10 at

t • ba Inning. Th.. ef' or It .I"t. will OIIlaO be 11m1ted.

0nl7 t ClIlO 1JId1.1duah will be adIIIl. tted IIbo ow t. .at.t

prca1aa in tha1l:' C:1Cl1l., n.lda. Th. Inat tuta 1 t but

o do.-t Ph. D.-aDd It I bl. t ..ter

m:w,ef' or itl It"dent. will b. 1ntere ted not in d.;;;r... but

in the opportun1l:7 rrr re.earch undef' It1Dft11.lltlng ca.

,,0 r ...ubject. or .t"d7 are COIXIef'ned the

pollC7 or the D1l:'eotor aDd Trost U to Itt 01117 tholle

dllclpllne. 1Ih1ch .... t .ntal, 011I110 1 • bjech ch

.... .q applloat1ona or runda ent owledt;e 0 prota..lonel

or utll1t...1.an Made. The plan Ie to proc.ed .lowl7. to att 10

no .ubj.ot rOt' which .,10 t.. ........ not procUl'abl

and to be n. .0 r as pos"lble, with thCllle 1 h re l ...a

adequat 7 represented in 1 n UD1...siU...

In acc ca with a prl C1pl.. it b ..

decided to beKin with a SC 001 or t_Uc.. In thia aubj 10

1010 prote..rr. ve .a47 been appC1ntedl Elnate1.D 11.D

and Veblen or Princeton. Prot.." Vabl.. at work

linee OCtober 19;52, Prot. Ei.DIt.1.D 1111 take up h1a

dut1l. 1.D ober 1 • :;:10. probebla 10 10 the nezt

.chool to be 1 nne will be EcoDQllc.. In each cue t,

lubject 11 btl b:'oedq 1.Dterpretlld. Bln.te1.D will be Prot .or

ot tiC 1 V-1CI, and 1.D the 001 or B~ollGll1c. a

II1ght _11 be a otea.or ot 10 tlatica 0 would a. e

unite 10 • two. 0015, or a Pror... or Politic 1 a cr

Socl Hl.tQr7. Who would po1.Dt the "7 to 010 rl.lcla.

Further dn.loPlllllJ1ta have not 7at been ......ol.lld UPOn. and tbe7
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11111 in flYel"1 cu. be .1.... It 11111 be a pr1nclp1. <4 t 0

Inatitut. to :a no .tep rol'lrlll'd eh hae not b

carerull1 coneld..od. to te no """. .!eet or .tua;r

in wb1e t _. pr.-1Bo or ,,'..... ~ not eat, and to 1 •

_,. cbRl..... cant unl • a n <4~ a' U1t,. can be round to

till It.

It -. .tlpulated b7 • dcm.,... that tho Instituto

shoul4 be loca in ow J ....,.. Pt.. • <4 co. to

adeq to 11 ,. 1'acl11tl and ... tho aake <4 avol41 t

18olatlon <4 .0 eal1 a group or pr<4....,... and .tud""t.

a .11;. neal' an o.tab11. un1... att,. wa. oblr1OU8l,. dea1J'ab1••

P t ..........one It ba. be.... decided to .olect l' to ....

1netitutlon a locat10n in OIl" J1AIQ' t town or J'1Dcetcm. 0

plot or ground ... ;yet been pure 04. and t • "or....,...
<4 t10. 11111. t 0U()h t' I<1ndnll. or the 8l1thOJ'1tl0.

<4 PJ'1 ot... ,.....It,.. beg1n 1J' I< in 1ne • 'rhe

Ins '.tote 11111 in no .... bee a J't or PJ'1nc.t...

... dt,.. It 11111 havo It. own grounds and 141"S8. It. own

tJ'uat.... 1ts own .ta:1' or toaehar • and 1t. .t 8Ilts.

!ll1t It 11111 galD h. t!vullal to t IS he.pl taUt,. and

t • spult <4 eo-opcoa:tlcm or the 1nc ton .. tbar-ltl... 1'1'_

ace••• to t. e ltbrar;y and ot un1.......1t,. 1'acl11tl"l It

.hould be able to 0 a contJ'lbution to tho tnto1 octWl1

a 0 0 and J'OaoUJ'OO8 or t. Unl......a1 t,. in ..eturn.

In l' tln tho plan rC1l' t' 0 now Inet1tuto Dr.

P1eJalC' • consulted a 1 ~t or ""t .e 0 • in

v..,10 no1da. oth In 1c and op.. In odd t10n to

t 0 on .. he 'lUI able to c t eonal1;y. a largo IIId>er

II
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or ot

her)" ·ere he

Y1t .nt 1uIlI.

...... conault.ed b7 l.t.tlll'•. '!'h. q ••Uona •• 1D

..... • t ••• t tn>e <It 1Datl t on WQ\U,d

• the at..t contzo1butlon 0 .llae ll1'.

1] ted ut tea' t tJP& <It CIl'ganJ._tlan ...., cet;o.>.Jlu.:-

prod''''. t • beat r. 111t.1 t 1'.at... our eric lD un!-

...erol 1•••hoald be 01dell. .nd 1I!1a'.; 0l1Il. t.ted

&nJ !'r 1e. olJlra are ., 1 '-'Mtlng.

t.tl plana of tIt halled

lot ., no....l Id... 1'c:r Ita orr; r tlcm

Iud__ 1D t • opInion of jo to)', be

_cl8. t t of the crg.m_tlon • ,m'''IP t.

tl: t 1nala to a 1 a

1 t booka d ual.t !. , ot <It

t. and .t'ldent., end the J:r In 1~!l to work•

• la.t poInt ... t • on. at 1lBq P.lt ., 1 !.at • Ill'.

1"'."".. !las • the .t. at that the 14 0 .... tor the

• lot.ll ct 1 wor' or ldentllUll. w1.t 1 t 08. ch 1I11lll1'

• poss bl. co l.t. Idlenes.. t • • 1......1 caretul

r. tlone et11l llIld • nee. • "'7 91 • •

to prllV t t. t , t.o dl.tzol t. :a 1 '1

to 1- t'.. OWlt <It do ....COl it t cannot 1J!I-

I"'OYB Its quallt.:r. But the b.at m1D«lI t n !'r.ed •

• '!Ulatione ""Q" th.. b'.It 0 alp. -.ir
output t be red not 1D t1 Uv. r th.. 1D

qual1t.t1.... t • a t.ct be 00 ~ 1 Ol'ed in

lc educ.tion. T>1. probl of " or Iocr•

• t ent. (1.neY1tab1:r ClCr'. • 1Jl :r n tlcm t;he...

are and c.n be onl7 • tew or hi b q1:Al1ty) and tno treqnentl.,
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mediocr. t ..ch hall drl~on us to put too IIIDCh t'alth In

ayat.. and ....gen1 tlon and to epP17 to aU atW...ta and Pl'o-

t'...aroa • tltude ot' pett:J re tiaoa lIhlch. w'11l.e tbe:r _y

7

baY.a

be.t.

~alue t'aro the _era • are. ad h1ndranc. to the

"Pre1helt ..." llet'eI'Ir aind nlcht &U trennen." aaye

Pa'll1.8... In Mac al the qu.atlon at' ~.1helt In Ma

00 on t • G Unl~ere1tl... eedClll h.. lta danger••

but thoae den ora t be t'.ced br t e lnatltution wl11ch 18

aearch1ng t'or the M eat excellence. Por The Instltute t'or

enced Study no other coura 18 poeslble then, t'irat at' .11.

to a.erch t'.... t • beat. both In Pl'at'........ and atudents. d

tben to le.v. thes In :'reed"," to wor out th.ir own a.l~.tlon.

'l'be Instltute t'at' Advanced Stud;y will be ema11

.Dd. on that .ccoan neceaur117 exp......lve. It Cllll •

no use ot' tha th~ at' .... Pl'cductlon. Ita exp......... owuver.

will b. a1lloat entirely In a.larlea and In t'aclUtl•• t'or worle.

Ground••nd bulldlng. will be at-barely awt'lclent to pro­

vlde com:rortab17 t'or t a work lIIb1cb 1. to be done In t •

In the be IInlng there wUl be no labor.tarl•• and only warll>-

Ubrarles t'ar t • various aubjecta und8Miak.n. """dnl.tra­

tlon will Ulcaw1ae ba reduced to tb. a1mpl••t poadbl. lev.l.

'l'b... ahou.ld be no need t'.... MaclpUna nor eve t'or exlllllJlnI...

tlona. exc t In t • cas. of' thoae .tnd.nt. (Pl'0bab17 • 11

lII1norlty) mo will b. cand1c1at.a t'or d. •••• 'l'b.. adon

at' atudents (subject to the tationa at' th. c.paclty at' the

Inatitnt.) will be d.t larg.17 br the Pl'at'........ with

m they are ° ° the work. lI~tentha at' the Pl'0 1
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with Wb.1eh.t ""atly. at1'lear. baY. to deal will,

tar t • Xn8tltut.. .1JIlpq not ex1.at, end nine-tentha at the

regulaUone und.r 1ib1eh uni'l'ereity .....k 1. ordinarl1)' done

and degreea granted will be unneeeaa&r)'.

'fha probl.. at the Xn8tltut. will in til e r ......et.

be .1Jrpl. IIIJd • ..,. to a01'l'e. It. central h......, will

not b. au)' to achi...e. 'l'hat a1Ja 1a the pr ot1on at 1mportant

eontr1b11tlon. to knowledge and the edequat. trA1n2ng 01' a 1'_

reall)' tir.t-rat. )'OUDS .eholara. or suee... 111 that b1gh

adYen • no 1nd1'1'1dna1 and no in.tltut1on e l'1'e ant....

1l)' that. ceese and b)' that .lon. will the n_ Ins 1tute 'uaU-

r,. the 1'alth at th. I'ounder., the Direct.... d t e t_.

It lt .ueeeeda, lt allould point t e..., ter other 1nstltutlO1l8

ot l.arn1ng and do It. pert in raleins the 1I1telleotW1l .tandard

at ....lean poat- t ......k. It 1. an e:qlar ...t. in the

oute at 1ib1eh the Whole ed... Uanal world will baY. an

1I1ter••t.

o
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spoon-feeding--be they college graduates or not. It
should furnish simple surroundings--books, laboratories,
and above all, tranqul111ty--absence of distraction either
by worldly concerns or by parental responsibility for an
immature student body. Provision should be made fOD the
amenities of life in the institution and in the private
life of the sarf. It need not be complete or symmetrical:
if a chair could not be admirably filled, it should be
left vacant. There exists in America no university in
t~s ssnse--no institution, no seat of learning devoted to
higher teaching and research. Everywhere the pressure of
undergraduate and vocational activities hampers the
serious objects for Which universities eXist. Thus
science and scholarship suffer; money 1s wasted; even
undergraduate training is less efficient than it might be,
if left to itself.

"What could be expected, 1t a modern American uni­
versity were thus established? The ablest scholars and
scientists would be attracted to its facultYj the most
earnest students would be attracted to its laboratories
and seminars. It would be small, as Gilman's Johns
Hopkins was smallj but its propulsive pmyer would be monen­
tous out of all proportion to its size. It would, like
a lens, focus rays that now scatter. The Rockefeller
Institute for Medical Research is limited in scopej
its hospital contains less than fifty beds. But its
uncompromising standards of actiVity and publication
have given it influence in America and Europe through-
out the entire field of medical education and research.
A university or a school of higher learning at the level
I have indicated would do as much for other disciplines
and might thus in time assist the ~eneral reorganization
of secondary and higher education.

The suggestion appealed to the prospective donora.

Interviews were held, the plan was elaborated, and finally~

adopted J 8ubject to one condition--that Dr. FleXDer himself
>~ L
~ consent to become the Director of the new Institute and

launch it upon its career. It is not often tbat a critio of

existing institutions bas 80 aBel Be doPemeti::c an

opportunity to put bis ide~ constructively into practice.

The offer was a challenge which could not be refused. And

~ May~ 1930, the neW Institute was formally inoorporated,

the Board of Trustees received a preliminary gl~t of 5,000,000,

and the work of ~"....~aclon began. f£ '. I s leas ,,,.;;{

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1933-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



rattention.

~ ~J The new institution is to be _ww 8 tepa4 devoted tOI
, .... f- gradUate
fPts::t., &mJUi. study and research,d.1vorced from what Dr. Flexner

I 3.

)
~

..
A

t.- ,

f
, •

c.;; 1-
-=;-

~
will lArg o s who will watch r
ever step of it. L.t' J ~ ~ ~

hae called II the charms and diversions" of undergraduate

work. It 1s to be small 1n size, plastic in its organization,

and severely limited,

the BUbjects af a'll Si

.t l .... t in the

wul- which it

beginning, as regards

will '"

deal. Salaries will be generous, and no man will be appointed

to a professorship who bas not, in the opinion of the Director

and bis advlser&, achieved eminence in his field, or who does

not show promise of attaining such eminence. This limitation •

mean. that the teach~ng .taff will always be small. and~ a-I£7
so at the beginning_ The number of students will likewise be

l~ted. Only those indiViduals will be admitted who show

the greate.t promise in their cho.en fields. The Institute

will grant but one degree--the Ph.D.--and it.seems a\ 1121t

probable that the greater number o.f its students will be

interested not in degrees but 1n the opportunity .for research

under stimulatin~ guidance. I:jl-"""'~""""'''''~oIl!!"",_'ft<,"r-4l'''''t

-
.. r."" -j;+'-Ol'k

degre
t

s and h va
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4

fellowships .warded by the Nat16n8J ReseA!'tfli Ge..mail-

I
~

which are fundamental. om ttlng all subject. which

procurable, and to begin, so far as possible, with swbJCOUa

are merely applications of fundamental knowledge to profes­

sional or utilitarian needs. The plan is to proceed slowly,

to attempt no subject for Which 8m1nent teachers are not

So far as subjects of study are concerned the

of the Director and Trustees is to attempt only those

I
which are less adequately represented 1n American undvers1ties.

In accordance with these principles it has been

~ided to begin with a School of Mathematics. In this subject

t)F8~ professors have already been appointed I Einstein of
~

BerlinA Veblen of Princeton~ aRt WI;! 01 &8&blI~sa. Professor

Veblen has been at work since October 1932, and Professor'
c.. ~

Einstein PRj We,l take up~ duties in October 1933. It
~. .t.....

seems probable that the next "GjAt to be UlMiel 'haiten will be

economics. In 4tftwt case~ tre subject «
and in the School of Eoon-

omica there might well be a Professor of Poll_feel 6~enee

_ '/- k
...L who would in a sense ~ the DMr schools,

or a Professor of Political Science or SocIal History, wbo

would point the way to other fIelds. Further developments

have not yet been resolved upon, and they will In every case

be slow. It will be a principle of the Institute to make

no step forward which has not been long and carefully con­

sidered, to inaugurate no new subject of stUdy in which the

prOI!11se of usefulness is not great, and to leave any chair

vacant unle.s a man of high ability can be found to fill it.
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It was stipulated by the donars that the Institute

should be located in New Jersey_ For the sake of access to

adequate library facilities and far the sake of avoiding

5

the isolation of so -'II a group of professors and students

a aite near an established ~verBlty W88 obviously desirable.

For these reasons it has been decided to select for the new
I

institution a ~ in or near the town of Princeton. No

plot of ground has as yet been purchased, and the Professors

of Mathematics will, through the kindness of the authorities

of Princeton Unlverslty, begin their work 1n !I'a' t Hall.

The Institute will in no sense become a part of Princeton

Univers1 ty. It will have its own grounds and buildings, it.

own trustees, its own stafr of teachers, and its own students.

But it will gain much, thanks to the generous

of the Princeton authorities, from access to the library and

otherLfacilities of' 'ehe "InOelsi:'~; a.d: it should be able ~

rU"Ml to make a contribution to the l_••M~h:g atmosphere

... Kk..,and resources of the universityl

-~.J-+-----~

In formulating the plan for the new Institute Dr.

Flexner has consulted a long list of eminent scholars in

various fields, both in America and Europe. In addition to

the men whom he was able to consult personally, a large

number of others were consulted by letter. The questions

asked in each case were much the same. What type of institu­

tion would make the greatest contribution to the intellectual

life of the United State. _m... lo....? What type of organization

would most certainly produce tbe best results? What features
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of our American ~ver91tle8 should be avoided and what ones

imitated?

The answers from American scholars are most 111um1na~-

log. Everywhere the tentative plans of the new institute were

hailed wi th enthusiasm. Not many novel ideas for iJ!ii organ­

ization at tae Insblh~8 were suggested. Indeed, in the

opinion of the majority, the precise features of the organ-

lzatlon were Oetrstdbi!Jtd unimportant. The three things most

insisted upon were adequate salaries and allowance for books

6

, small numbers, both of teachers and students,

and the maximum freedom in which to work. The last point was

the one most frequently insisted upon. Dr. Flexnerp"", "'"

made the statement that the ideal conditions for the highest

intellectual work~ identical with those Which might make

possible complete idleness. On the mediocre level careful

regulatlon~ are useful and perhaps necessary. They will

serve to prevent waste of time, to distribute burdens equally

and to increase the amount of work done even if they cannot

improve its quality. But the best minds work best in freedom.

Regulations may hamper them but they cannot help. Their

must be measured not in quantitative but rather

~ in qualitative terms. This fect has been too much ignored

in American education. The problem of e.r large numbers

of lfte"ltabl, mediocre student~and too frequently mediocre

teachers,bas driven us to put too much faith in system and

organization and to apply to all students and professors a

multitude of petty regulations which, while they may have

some value ror the average. area sad hindrance to the best...,
~Freedom has its• dangers. but those dangers must be

I.J.AA-U ;. ...
."

k..' IIIJ.,/<ool >yq("'(14 t.l '0<,.,1 rw ..... ~ ..... ~ I f' '"
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<-
faced by the pit g Ii, 22 institutiont ... 1s searching for

the highest excellence. For the lnst! tute tar Advanced

Study no other course 18 possible than, first of all, to

search for the best. both in professors and students, and

then to leave them 1n freedom to work out their own salvation.

The Inetitute for Advanced Study .nll be small

and, on that account, necessarily expensive. It can make no«...
use of~method8 of mass production. Its expenses, however,

will be al~ost entirely in salaries and in facilities for work.

Grounds and buildings will be modeet--barely sufficient to

provide comfortably for the work which 1s to be done 1n them.

In the beginning there will be no laboratories and only work­

ing libraries far the various subjects undertaken. Adminis­

tration will likewise be reduced to the simplest possible

level. There should be no need for discipline nor eVen for

examinations, except in the case of those students (probably

a small minority) who will be candidates for degrees. The

7

admission of students (tv of the capacity

of the Institute) will be determined largely by the professora

With whom they are to do their work. Nine-tenths of the

problems with which most administrative officers have to deal

will, for the Institute, not exist, and nine-tenths of the

regulations under which university work i8 ordinarily done

and degrees granted will be unnecessary.

The problem of the Institute will in these respects

be simple and easy to solve. Its ,~ aim, however,

will not be easy to achieve. That a1m is the production of

important contributions to knowledge and the adequate training
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8

of a few really first-rate young scholars. For success

in that high adventure no individual and no institution

can give guarantees. By that success and by that alone

"Ul the new Institute justify the faith of the founder IS,

the Director, and the Trustees. 7 ./ ~ I .,Lj

(0 J..r w<U.f fl U .... \

~ ~~
~

J,J....• ..l ..J '\
~

• w '"
t

J fIt'\U

rt.W """ f· f., "'--

t£I Iv tA4-1r I'-
fo<.--\

~
~.

~~

~ .....0-.. J
rvio- ..-ol-(~...~
~ ~,

r
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"1... ,.110,. II "OUOI1TO..

"'"'-.....V..1. 0 1..,0""_",,
T_

,".... -="UIIA__T_

.".. ,.11 A"Vn.oTT'I.......
UT>!P II. _'LET

A.....-..

.....01 ..... n.I:lUOPI

Dwdef ... ' .....

~eer .Aydelotte:

100 EAST 42NO STREET

NaY YORK, N Y.

JanllaI'jT 10, 1933

' .....n ...

"' t DItLOTT.
._ II "0."
LOUI 1l.0."

1111.1:111. CA''''llL

...,U'''.... "1.,,)1"'0
~ULIU. ''''I:l>Il'''WAL.O

""II.....1.1. I'ULD

.JOH.. II ""'''0'''
Al..UI_,. " HOUOIfTOI"

"D11111DO'T N. L....... '"
......u.". 0 l.I:'OUOOOO..

""IIU1T" ..
n.oft'U.". II ....
O'VtCT II ,""",ulI

LIlW'. H w••o

I have jus t wired you as foliowsl

"Pleese hold up ~;on1tor article lInt!l JOu receive r:::::I leVer
itten todq ••

~he reaso~ 18 simple. Tou mIl re::lE!!l::ber cabl1tu; ce last n::cer

~or ter.:::.s for tley!. I ~ent them. He accepted b'" cable "in nrbclple". S: ortly

afterwards he decl med. Soon after that ~e reconsidered and accepted. rot

lo~ a!'ter that he declined and t'e-ree ho-uxs later accented, Be."liN!: ":.:at this

t1I:l.e hie decision was -irrevocable". Cn the basis of the "iI'Tevocabl~decieio::1

I brou=ht the t .... 1nr before the 301'..rd. havin" ~revlous11 tolc. Veol n and ~.r. '9e!:.-

beroer and "ra. Fuld of the vuious s and downs. He is plainlj a neurotic

person, not in ,;ood health, end probably suffering BOmEmhat frOD the foolishness

o~ bie rife. A. few d.aj-a after the Board r:eeting be sent i'ra.:l.t1c cablegrane

to Veblen and to oe as1cbg 0 be releued, bis 111 "'ea.lth e.!lC ',18 fear of the

lanr-o.ge, anC God bows wba else, being at the bottoo o~ it. I cabled blm

accep in.g 1:.is r ..~i~tion a.Il:C I have since written him. a k1nd letter. I do not

r.1eb to d16turb hb pence 04" moo or to 'Pre.~'uiice bir1 in the eyes o~ .....1s fellow-

catl.er.atic1ans. 'bn.t he 1:1 a d-- 'f'0011

I s.U alOIlP" ::.ave bal up I::J.;: sleeve 8 second choice - a o-:.n.-;er LlP.Jl.
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"'be has be n ln berlca both at Yale and at Princeton (nd 1'l'ho probably rould

Ee Wc.:1ts. holfl"V r, to cooe tohave been offered lI'eyl l 8 post at G&tti...ren.

mert.cs. and bae alread.f taken out '.ls ~lrst citizenship papers, 80 'hat on the

~hole I beve ~o r eta. I wished t =.or.sver t hat 0'".1. $.;:ould ...ave t1:.e fae".

in the r.rlt~ o~ Jour article for the :'onitor - just C£.1t e;vl alto ther.

I have e:z:cellent news f'rot1 L:rs. Flexn r, l'lt.o starts .... ooe at the eci

of t~s wee:.:. Eleanor and I are bot1=. Ine.

Wi t:!l love to 10U l'r!'. A.,:·oelotte,

a.-F
President Fr.arik ~elotte
Swart~re College
StI'arth::lore, Pennsylvania

Al':ES1l
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y. \
I ..
L.J

'l'he ed1 tor 01: the Cllrl.tlan Sclence . anttar

, u a Trustee r1 e In.tltute for dv ced Stud7.

to outline the plan d purpose or that n...17 e.t. 1.1. ed

addltlon to our tlon 1 1:acllitie. 1:or hi er educ.tlon.

IIIID d to c 17 because or trI7 intere.t In tbe Inatttut

lta dr aUc orldn. It. darin plan. and t ••%tr.o .1nar;y

pro ue or tut 0 u.efulnes••

, sao, .hort17 after hi. retlr- ant 1:rOlll

the Genor.l Ed catton Doerd. Dr. Plexner ave the Rhodes DIIIOJ'tal

Lectures .t the tin.1v • t7 or Ozrard on the • ibject or "Un.1-

vera1tles.8 1'be lect'Jrea were ter publi.hed by t e Oxford

Unlvors·t7 rose and have attracted vlde attentlon .1n univerelty

circles. ecause ot the drastlc crlticl

d e.peclal17 01: the Un.1ted States of Amerlca.

he _II eng_ ed in co roct the proor. or hl8 volume. Dr. loxnor

roeelved a VIslt tr~ t e leg 1 representatIve or two sona,

whose n 8 were not nttoned. who had for.-ed the intent on

01: devoting thelr forttDle to .oma &duc tirmal purpo.e. and

who were In search or advlce as to _1.e:\'7 ...t purpose

wauld be o.t usa1:ul. 7 "'7 01: rep:\.;y Dr. lexner handed

over the proor. 01: p e. In 1I!l1eh he .dd.

"Pro~es. m1 t be eat17 •••1.ted b7 the outrlght
creatlon of ••chool or lnatlt te or <;her learn1.n >' a
univws t7 in the po.t- a WIt••on.e of e word. It
.hauld be a tree .oelet7 of .cholar.--rree. ecause ture
p son.. ted 7 Intellectual purpo.e.. .t e left
to pur.ue t eir own ends 1n theIr own 7' "nl.tration
ahould be all ht am Inex Jen.lve. lchol 8 and scIentIsts
.hauld psrUclp.te 1.n It. <IV rnmer.t I the pre.1dent .hauld
C0!D8 down f'r0!l'l hi. pedeatnl.. • term torg zatlon'
should be banned. 'lbe 1nst1t'lUon .hould ". open to p.....on••
c etent lid cultlv t •• who do not need nil would. har
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opport'.mJ.t,. to put hi. idea construct1vel,. into practice.

l.unch it upon 1 to cure..... It 18 not ort"" that • oritic or

apoon-ro -be the7 collo e adu tes or not. It
ahould t'urn1ah a1mple aurronndSnga-boo' , laboratoriea.
an<! above .U. tranqul1UtT--absenoe or distr.ction eit
1>7 worldl7 concerns or 1>7 parental responaibiUt," ror an

ture st dent bod,.. PraY1aion hould be de l' t. e
amenities or lire in the 1n8tltution in e privo.te
lUe or e ~r. It need not be cOl"Plete or s trl I
11' • chair could not be. rabl,. rllled. it ould be
lert v.cant. 'l'h....e ui.t. in ....ica no univer.i t7 in
thi. s_-no 1n8titution. no .eat or lellJ"tl1ng dev ted to

her teat and zteaeareh. 81°'*:181"0 the • sure c4
UDder aduate and vocational .ctivitie. • t
.....lou. object. ror 'lbicb univeraitie. e"tat. Thua
.cience and .c olarship aut'rer; ..,. 18 ..sted; even
UDderr;l'a' t e tr.~ 18 1&.. arric ant tit lIl1 ilt be.
11' lert to ltsalr •

2

tic anand so dr

117 incorporated.

t or is. O"lO. 000.

It 18 obvioua•

'lblc could not be ret'uaed.

tole Director or the. new Institute and

1nlw£:ur'.tion be

in.titutl0D8 baa so

• 19:50. t e new Institute ... l'

e 0 rer ... • chall

in

and t e war or

the Board or Tru.tees received. preliJl1nar,.

exi.t

• 0 t could e expected. 11' • ern ican uni-
Ters't:r were test. lished? e ableat sc:u.lars and
aci tist. would be .ttr cted to it. r.cnlt,.; the st
earnest .tudents would be .ttracted "00 It. laboratories
and • ..-.1nars. It would be. 11. .. Oi • s Johns
'fopldna... all; but ita propnl.ive pow.... would be IIlClnllll­
tous out or all proport1on to ita alse. It wonld. 11ke
• lena. rocua r.y. thGt now ac.tt..... The fockareller
In.titute ror adical Reseurcb 1. l1lIl1ted in scope;
1 ts hospit.l conta1na Ie.. than rut," beds. tits
uncCl!lP"OI:l1s .tandarda or otiTlt,. and publication
bave given it inrluence in ica and ope throug
out t!le entire rield or IIled1c eduostion and reseurch.
A uniT&rsit7 or ••chool or hi ;her lellJ"tl1ng .t t!le level
I e 1nd1csted would do .. much ror ot or disciplines
and JI1ght thus in t a.d.t t oe ener reorgan1zation
or seccmdar:y .nd higher education."

The suggestlon .ppealed to t e pro.pective donors.

Intervlewa .....e held, t e plan ... elabor.ted. and r1nal17 ...

• dopted subject to one condition--tbat Dr. FIe"".... h1.oselr

must consent to bee
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wi 1 Bl1 ..17 a large
-oup or intereated ersona who will _tch'

everr atep or its develoV'!'IDt

critic

firat,

attention.

The new 1natltut on 18 to be .···'G S devoted to,
te

st 7 and reaearch d1vorced tr t Dr. Ple:m..-

11 in aiae, plaatic in its organization,

haa c lod"t e clw,.",..

.or. It ia to be

Gnd div aiona" or under duate

and aevere17 li"l1ted, at least in the b innSng, aa regards

the aubJ ts or atud,. wbich it will

deal. Salaries will be generous, and no .." will be a pointed

to a oresaorahip who haa not, in the opinion or the Director

end his advisers, achieved eminence in hia field, or who do...

not ahow promiae or attaining suc " ence. This 11l!l1tllt1on

eana t at t e teac'''"-- atart will al_ya be s land

so at t- e begi nlng. The ltUIOber of atudOllta will llkew1ae be

Umited. 'Il1y those 1nd1v1duala will be acll'lltted vbo show

the

will

eatest prClll1ae in t!1eir choaen f1elds.

ant but one de ae--tho Ph.D.--and 1t aa

e Inst1tute

at leaet

probable t t • gre tar nnClb,er 01 1ta a 'J(\enta will be

interested not 1n degreea b tint e o~artun1ty or research

under a i llatin~ danc.. Tt 1a interest to note that

t e firat tour atl)dents wit':> .. t e Inst1t lte began 1ts. lc

.... have alro "1 t .... t eir doctor'a d eea and have
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tellonhi\lll .worded b7 the N.tional Reeoarch Council.

So tar as subjects ot stud)' e concerned the

polic)' of the Director and Trustees is to .ttempt onl)' tho.e

.ubjecta ..,tch .re 1'und. ont • om1tting .U .ubjecta 1Il11ch

are ...el)' BppUcatione ot tunclB""nt 1 knowledge to profeB­

.ional or utilitarian needa. Th. plan 18 to proceed dowly.

to .ttempt no SUbject tor 1Il11ch eminent te.chers are not

procur.bl•• and to be in. eo tar as poeBible. with e',bjecta

1Il11ch are leBa adequ.tely repre anted in icon univeraitiea.

In .coordance with these prinoiples it haa been

decided to begin wi th .. School 01' llath_tics. In thia subj ect

three protesaore hove alread3' boen .ppointedt E1netein of

Berlin. Veblen ot rinceton. and .nl of Gl'lttinsen. ro1'essor

Veblen haa been at lrork Binae Ootober lll:52. and oress a

E1natein and e)'l t.'e up their dutiee in October 1 :5. It

.e..... prob.ble that the next eubject to be undertel'en 11111 be

econom1ce. In that caee _ t e e'lbject or

and in the SChool of Ecen­

OII1ca there m1 t well be • Profess..,.. of oUtie Science

mo would in • aonee the new achoole.

or a rofessor of PoUtie ;;,cienee or SOCial ator;y. mo

would point the way to other tielda. Further dnelo ta

have not yet been resolved upon. and th.,. will in nery Caee

be dow. It will be a principle or the Inetitute to MAke

no ste.. tOl'war.1 .m1ch haa not been lon and cara1'ull)' con­

eidered. to ina"g ate no nn aubject of etudy in which the

prom1a e 01' us erulness 10 not eet.. IlDd to leave an)' chair

vacant unless a 01' hi h abUity 0 be round to rUl it.
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It was atlpulated b)' t~. donera 1. 1. 1. • Instltut.

ahould b. loc ted In .. J a"7' or 1. • a.'. at acc.ss to

a t. 11br&l7 ra"l11tl.. IIDd 1'0<' 1. • aalta or avoIding

1.'1. holatlon or ao a group or protcaaora and atudents

a aU. ar an .at b11a ed un1veralty .a obvlonal::r d.s1J'a 1••

Por tb.a. r.aaons It bAa b••n d.elded to aol.ct l' t. now

Inatlt' tlon a al te 1n or near 1. • town at r1ncoto. 0

plot or ound bAa as :r.t boon pure aed. and tho Proto.aora

at at _tlca '11111. tbr 0 • a or 1.'10 author1t18a

or rinc.ton Cnlver.1t::r. 0 1n tho1J' work in 'all.

Tho Inatit"t. will 1n no aonaa bee"",,, a part or r1ncoton

Unlver. t::r. It will 'lavo Its own grour.da and ull a. Its

own trustee., ta own start or teac era, and it. own at ent••

Btlt will ain ch. thanka to the gon aua

at t. r1nC.ton tbarltl... rr a e aa 0 1. '0 11brar:r and

other rae111tl.a at t. 0 Unlveralt::rl and It auld b. a 10 in

raturn to 1:I8k. a contrIbution to a Interoating atmoaphere

and roaourc.. or the Univeralt;r.

In r 1.111,'1 the pl tar 1. • now Institut. Dr.

Ploxner haa cOll8ulted a lcnB 11at ot ont acllolara 1n

varlO'.llI nolds. bo.h In erlca and 0"0. In a dltlon to

1. 0 on wh h. waa ablo to consult aanall,.. a lare.

er or othera 0 consulted b;r lotter. • qu..tlons

as ed in .ae caso..... eb tho a • 'hat type at 1natit

tion would • the • teat ccntrlb tion to the Into loctual

11r. at 1. 0 United 1. tea at erlca? 1. t;ype or org zatlon

1fOuM oat cert 1 ,. produco t.ho beat roaulta? 1. 1'0 1. oa

5
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or our lc n UD1ver ltles oul be evolded wllat ones

l!l11teted?

The III1l1W01'S trom lcem schol.u-s are IlIOlIt l11un1nn4l-

• er ere the tentatlve p DB or the new 1natltute were

hailed W1 th enthuala • ot novel ldea.a tar t e ore

lsatlon t t e Instltute were su ested. Indeed. 10 the

op n on or t. e jorlt,.. the preclse te t es or the arc

l ....tlon "ere consldered UD1mpartan~. ':'" e three t:1ngs st

lna1ated upon were a equate selarl.. and l10wance tor books

and • U s. both ot teec ers and students,

and tt>e treed in 1Ih1eh to wcr. Tbe last polot was

the one moat tr . tl,. 1na1ated on. Dr. le%l1". too.

made the stat t that t: e ldeal cond1tlona tor e h1 est

intellectual war were ldentle 1 with those whleh t e

possl le e lete idleness. t e cere lovel earefu1

re tiona are usatul III1d perhaps Deese ar;r. W7 11

serve to prev t ..ste tI t • to dlstrl te d..,. nU,.

and to lDeroese the ount or .or done even 1t th..,. cllnDOt

1JDProve lts q' Ut,-. t t e best de k est In tr •

Re::ulatlons,. r t but the;,- cannot elp. 'l'bel.r

t be ed DOt 10 quantltatlve but ret.er

~ 10 queUtative t • This t ct . s been too ch 1 orad

ln k:er1ccn educatlon. s proble ct our large mJlIlber8

ot lnevltabl:r diocre student and too frequentl,. mec110cre

te ehers, bas drlven us 0 put too h t lth In s,.st_ and

crgsn1zet1on and to ppl:r to all students prore.. s a

tltud. ct pett,. r. 11e t..,. ,. e

80"'18 va]. e tor the average, aro a aDd hindrance to t. Ollt •

• edom has lts danc s. but those dancers J:IUlIt be

6
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taced by the peraon. or lnatltutlon. 11110 la aearch1ng tar

the ldjhest excelleJlCe. Por the Instltute tor Advanced

ztud,. no other course la poasible tw.n. tirat of aU. to

aearch for the bea • both ln profeuora and atudant.. and

then to leava t 1 1n tr ed to W01' out t. eir own aalvatlon.

The Instltute tar dvnnced Stud)' 1'1111 t·o al:lllll

end. on that account. neoeaaarll;r ~enalve. It can e no

uae of ethocl.a of ...as productlon. Ita expenaes. however.

11111 be almost entiral;r 1n aalarlea end ln tacll1tles for work.

Grounds and ldinGa 11111 be odeat--berel,. au tlclent to

provlde c orto 1,. tar t 0 work Wb1ch 18 0 8 done ln the •

In t e bo nnlng hero 11 be no ls orat lea and onl,. W01'

1118 l1brarles tor t'le various 8 bjeeta underta"en. nlo-

tratlon 11111 l1lcow1ae be roduced to the 81mpleat poealble

level. There ahould be no need tor dloclpllne nor even tor

a,,,"'s natlons. except 1n the case of thoeo Btu lenta (pro 1)'

a a 1 .nnorlty) mo w111 be candldatea tor deg<-eea. T'_e

a aslon ot studenta ( of t. a capaclty

of tl e Institute) will a dotm->1nod l!trgal)' by t a ofeeoora

111 th Ib om they are to do tho W"1". in tonthe ot t' e

problOlllll 111th Wb1ch DlOlIt adm1nlatratlve oft1cers hava to deal

11111. tor the Inatltuto. not ax1at. and nine-tentha ot tha

ro le t10ns under "hlch unlvoralt)' work la ordlnarll,. dona

and de ees anted 1'1111 be unneceasary.

The probl_ of t e Instituta 11 1n t ae rea acte

be a1lllple and eas)' to oolva. Its a1m. hovov r.

11 not be oas,. to acbleve. That s1m 18 tha pre> uct10n of

impartant contrlbutlona to knowledge and t. adequate tr n1ng
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\
!,
~ or are. re 1:y r1rst-r te:TOlIn • olar. or

8

in t at hi v nture no 1n41vldu 1 sud no 1natltutlCl11

e lve ant.... B:y that S lcee.. b:r t t alone

wi 1 the n. In.tl tute Ju.at1t:y the r th or t round.....

the Direct • 4 the ~ nate•••
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OI'aElMC! DESIRE

WESTERN
./ CHECK \.

_.~

~~

"",.... F1lLLltATE..,""" ouooom ACCT'G INFl4N.

.w"' """ UNION."""" <enD
MIGIfT wtt!tUO,=. <en" TIME fiLED"--..,._.....",-

~"";----:li' " /"1n_lltod... rlOll·raM
-.mlnl>aol. N!lWCO". C."I.TO......u,""... ~. Co WII.UVIII••'".T ...ca.......,"...

Received from New York Jan. 7, 1933

President Aydelotte

WILL EXPECT YOU MONDAY MOONING ABOUT

QUAR'l'EIl TO ELEVEN MANY THANKS

ABRABAM FLEXNEIl

}\'&STDUf UNlON MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE fOR nfE DELIVERY OF NOTES AfrlD PACKAGES.
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•,

JanWl1'7 6. l~.

De.r Dr. Ple:merl

1_ c n'J Cff8r 0 tl1e e.ting on on •
• nd I .11.11 b. cleli "t.d to look in .t "our ort10.

earl" .a you auggeat. I oan taka. late train Sunday

ev.ning. aleep .t the Harvard Club. and tbua have tl1e

antire orning in 11_ Y<>rk. I will telephone to a.

Ba1ley so:net a .tween nine .nd t

itb ....,.."e.t g ocl. ... s. ea tor t. e .... Year

to you cl 7OUl' ta 1". I am

Yours sincerel,.,

Dr. Abrabam Plexner. D1r.ctor
lnat1tut. tor Adv oed study
100 Eaat 42ncl str et
lie... York C1ty

\
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

TIMPOII.. IIT O~~'CI(.

'00 e.. lIT 42,.0 STIlIEET

NI(W YOnK, N Y

January 3, 1933

De A.ydelotte:

.As you are coming to the meeting next Monday I

I am wondering if it would be possible for you to came

a little earlier in order that you and I may discuss

matters which may have B. bearing on the Institute.

I bave wanted an opportuni t;r of this kind during the

entire autumn, but I have been so busy that I have

been unable to get a week-end at Swart~re.

With best wishes for the New Year,

Ever sincerely.

President Fr.arik Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:ESll

&..

"7
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