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Abstract

This paper revolves around a hitherto unknown heresiography from northern Iran,
Asas al-magqalat fi gam* al-jahalat, which is preserved in a unique manuscript con-
tained in a majmi‘a (Ms. Tehran, Majlis 10727). In the introduction, we describe the
multitext codex, one of the few extant codices testifying to the continuous presence
of Zaydism in northern Iran beyond the sixth/twelfth century. Additionally, we dis-
cuss two alternative tentative identifications of the author of Asas al-magalat, Abu
Mudar Shurayh b. al-Mw’ayyad al-Mu’ayyadi al-Shurayhi and Muhammad b. al-Hasan
al-Shurayhi al-Mw’ayyadi. While the latter is entirely unknown, Abti Mudar is renowned
for his Asrar al-Ziyadat, and we attempt to situate him more precisely in the chronol-
ogy of Zaydi scholarship. Finally, we provide an editio princeps of Asas al-magalat ft
qam‘al-jahalat.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2021 DOI:10.1163/24682470-12340065


mailto:afarhang1349@ias.edu
mailto:rooh.forooghi@gmail.com
mailto:scs@ias.edu

48 ANSARI, FOROUGHI AND SCHMIDTKE
Keywords

Zaydism in Iran — Ms. Tehran — Majlis 10727 — Ahmad b. Abil-Hasan al-Kani1 — al-Hakim
al-Jishumi — Ibn Sina — Aba Mudar Shurayh b. al-Mu’ayyad al-Muw’ayyadi al-Shurayhi -
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shurayhi al-Mwayyadi — Asas al-magqalat fi qam" al-jahalat

Introduction!

Ms. Tehran, Majlis 10727 is one of the few extant codices testifying to the con-

tinuous presence of Zaydism in northern Iran beyond the sixth/twelfth cen-

tury, when the centre of Zaydism shifted from northern Iran to Yemen.? The
codex, which was copied around 732/1332, is a multitext manuscript compris-
ing the following items:

1. folsir-5v: a fragment of Ibn Sina’s tract on prayer, Risala fi [-salat (alterna-
tive titles: Asrar al-salat, Mahiyyat al-salat), written in a hand different
from all other items contained in the majmu‘a. The text has numerous
marginal annotations with lines linking the comments to the relevant
passages in the text, a characteristic feature of Zaydi manuscripts from
northern Iran. [fig. 1] For the work, extant manuscripts, editions, and
translations, see Mahdawi, Fifrist, p. 175 no. 85; Gutas, Avicenna and the
Aristotelian Tradition, pp. 489-490 no. GM-Ps. 3. Ms. Majlis 10727 is not
listed among the witnesses of the text by either Mahdawi or Gutas.

2. fols 6r-10v: a brief, unidentified Persian text, which concludes with
a note stating min nuskha bi-khatt Muhammad b. Salih rahimahu
Llah. Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Salih b. Murtada al-Jilani (b. 7
Ramadan 608/12 February 1212, d. Ramadan 675/February-March 1277)
was one of the leading representatives of the Nasiriyya in seventh/
thirteenth-century northern Iran.2 He redacted some early commentaries

1 The edition of Asas al-magqalat fi gam‘ al-jahalat and the fragment contained in Appendix 1
were prepared by Hassan Ansari, Rouhollah Foroughi, and Sabine Schmidtke; the introduc-
tion was written by Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke.

2 For Zaydism in Iran, see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Medieval Islamic Intellectual
Traditions, chs 5 and 6; Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian Zaydism. On the codex, see
also Ansari, Barrasi-ha-yi tarikhi, pp. 361-372.

3 The most detailed information on Muhammad b. Salih b. Murtada is provided in chapter
13 of an anonymous biography of Zaydis of northern Iran (al-fas! al-thalith ‘ashar fi asami
-‘ulama’ alladhina kanu fi ‘asr al-‘alim al-muhaqqiq Muhammad b. Salih wa-man ba‘dahum
min al-fudal@ radiya Llah ‘anhum ila yawmina hadha). An edition and study of the anony-
mous biography is included in Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian Zaydism, ch. 5. Of
relevance for Muhammad b. Salih are also the following studies by Hassan Ansari: “Chand
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FIGURE 1

on the K. al-Ibana fil-figh—a collection of the fatawa of al-Nasir li-l-Haqq
al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Utrash (d. 304/917), arranged according to the estab-
lished rubrics of figh works, compiled by Abui Ja‘far Muhammad b. Ya‘qub
al-Hawsami al-Nasir al-Qadi (fl. mid-fifth/eleventh century)—under the
title Zawa’id al-Thana.*

», « », o«

nukta”; “Zawa’id al-Ibana”; “Nuskha-yi az Ibana”; “Baz ham dar bara-yi Nasiriyyat”. Cf. also
Danishpazhih, “Da mashikha’, pp. 173 no. 26, 186 no. 38; al-Wajth, Alam al-muallifin al-
Zaydiyya, vol. 2, p. 252 no. 152 (with further references). Among the extant witnesses of
Muhammad b. Salih's Zawa’id al-Ibana is a manuscript preserved as Ms. Tehran, Majlis, Imam
Jum‘a Kha't, majmii‘a 235. For this copy and its attribution to Muhammad b. Salih, see Ansari
and Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian Zaydism. A facsimile of a portion of this manuscript was
published in 2010. The information on Muhammad b. Salih provided by Muhammad Tmadi
Hair1 in his introduction to the publication should be used with great caution. Among other
errors, Ha'ir1 is wrong in his assumption that Muhammad b. Salih was alive in 700 AH.

4 For al-Hawsami, see Danishpazhah, “Dt mashikha’, p. 186 no. 18; al-Wajth, Alam al-muallifin
al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2, p. 363 no. 1297 (with further references). Volume 1 of the Ibana, with
al-Hawsaml's autocommentary, is preserved, for example, as Ms. Munich, Bayerische
Staatsbibliothek, Cod.arab. 1329; see Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 502-503 no. 268.
Additional copies of portions of the work are preserved as Mss. Milan, Ambrosiana, ar. D 223,
224, 225; see Lofgren and Traini, Catalogue, vol. 2, p. 241 nos 479, 480, 481. For more detailed
descriptions, see Ansari, “Nuskha-ha-yi Ambraziana (3)".
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FIGURE 2

The present text, composed around 560/1164-65, which has been identi-
fied as al-Wastila ila [-fadila by Muhammad b. Isma‘ll al-Dawudi al-Hasani,
is modelled after al-Ghazalr's Mungidh min al-dalal.>

fol. 1r-v: an anonymous Persian text containing a critical discussion of
the social and religious situation in Gilan under the reign of the Zaydi rul-
ers, introduced with the statement min nuskhat khatt al-faqih Shahrashitb
5,-: » .5 [fig. 2] The latter can possibly be identified as al-Faqth Shahrashib
(also al-Faqth Abui 1-Fadl Shahrashab [or Shahrashi] al-Daylami), a prom-
inent Zaydi legal scholar of northern Iran who is regularly mentioned in
the commentary literature on the K. al-Ibana and who is credited with
glosses of his own on the work.” Rasul Ja‘fariyan has published a tenta-
tive edition of the text,® and a new critical edition of the text is currently
being prepared by Hassan Ansari and Ehsan Mousavi Khalkhali. Beneath
the end of the text on fol. 11v, there is some poetry by al-Ghazali in Arabic
and Persian.

fol. 12r: an excerpt from Ibn Sina’s wasiyya to one of his companions
(kataba al-Shaykh Abii Alr b. [sic] al-Husayn b. Abd Allah b. Sina ila ba‘da
asdiqd@’ihi fi wasiyatihi ...). The full text is quoted, for example, in Ibn
Abi Usaybi‘a’s ‘Uyun al-anba’ fi tabaqat al-atibba’; see A Literary History
of Medicine, vol. 2-2, pp. 830-832 [§11.13.6] (min kalam al-shaykh al-ra’s
wagiyyatan awsa biha ba'da asdiga’ihi wa-huwa Abu Sa‘id b. Abi [-Khayr
al-Suft). For Abu Sa‘id Ibn Abi al-Khayr and the correspondence with Ibn
Sina attributed to him, see Meier, Wirklichkeit und Legende; Mujtaba’,
“Dastan-i mulaqat”; Reisman, The Making of the Avicennan Tradition,

pp- 138ff.

On the author, who had claimed the imama in northern Iran and who was a descendant of
Dawid b. ‘Ali b. Isa b. Muhammad b. al-Qasim b. al-Hasan b. Zayd b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi
Talib, and on the tract’s title, see Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 159, 160. For an identification of
the present text as al-Wastla ila l-fadila, see Ansari, “Kitabi bih zaban-i fars". Hassan Ansari
and Ehsan Mousavi Khalkhali are currently preparing a critical edition of the text.

Rasil Jafariyan tentatively suggests the reading Sarniki or Sadniki. See Ja‘fariyan, “Risala-yi
dar bara-yi gustarish-i fasad dar Gilan".

On him, see Danishpazhuh, “Da mashikha’, pp. 173 no. 26, 186 no. 23. See also Ansari and
Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian Zaydism, ch. 5 (“A New Source on Zaydi Scholarship in Northern
Iran”).

Ja‘fariyan, “Risala-yi dar bara-yi gustarish-i fasad dar Gilan”.
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10

fols12v-qor: Risalat Iblis ila ikhwanihi al-manahis, by Abi Sa‘d al-Muhassin
b. Muhammad b. Karama al-Bayhaqi al-Barawqani “al-Hakim al-Jishumi”
(d. 494/1101). It was on the basis of this witness that Hossein Modarressi
prepared an editio princeps of the work, which was published in
1406/1986 in Iran. Later, he had access to another manuscript, held in the
Maktabat al-awqaf in San@’ and copied during the early twentieth cen-
tury (17 Jumada 11 1343 [13 January 1925]), on the basis of which he pub-
lished a revised edition (Beirut 1415/1995).° Modarressi did not discuss in
his brief description of the Majlis copy or any of the other texts included
in Ms. Majlis 10727.

The colophon at the end of the text, dated end of Jumada 11 732
[March 1332], provides an approximate date for all other texts in this
codex, which were written by the same hand (with the exception of
fols 1r-5v = item 1). Below the colophon, there are some lines contain-
ing information on Muhammad b. As‘ad al-Yamani, that is, al-Qadi
Muhammad b. As‘ad b. ‘Ala’ b. Ibrahim al-Muradi, the representative of
Imam al-Mansur bi-Llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza in northern Iran. The pas-
sage reads as follows:10

oY O3 ) i g 5 O Al ke il el O 39 a5 s 53
Elogs o8 3 o 18] by 53 (3 o> 25 s 3K 0 AL
) 855 £ o) oS G 293YP Al Bt s oS A 205
Sl ) Lgng iy ol ) Lgrag 3,26 ) gl s gl J) Edooy s
5T 1 Ly S U s ) 3 o (e ) gty debe 3] iy

Ledses Lgdso (‘j) D1 gl 53 ) Lgny

For the work, see also van Ess, Der Eine und das Andere, vol. 2, pp. 767-771.

Volume 4 of the sira of Imam al-Mansir bi-Llah by his chief secretary Abu Firas
b. Di‘tham, Fadil b. ‘Abbas b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Abi I-Qasim, a copy of which has been
discovered by Hassan Ansari, contains additional information on Muhammad b. As‘ad.
See Ansari, “Nama-ha-yi bih Gilan”; see also Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Medieval
Islamic Intellectual Traditions, p. 161 n. 15. For an analysis of this account (which was
not mentioned by Modarressi), see, in detail, Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian
Zaydism. For Muhammad b. As‘ad, see also Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla“al-budir, vol. 4, pp. 221-
223 no. 117; Danishpazhth, “Da mashikha’, p. 174 no. 28 and passim.
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The brief account is nested amid poetry, both in Arabic and in Persian,
and there is a brief query by al-Nasir al-Utrsh citing a prophetic hadith.
Muhammad b. As‘ad al-Muradi also compiled a redaction of the
fatwas issued by Imam al-Mansar bi-Llah, which was published as al-
Muhadhdhab fi fatawr [-Imam al-Mansur bi-Llah." Two early copies of the
work are preserved in the Ambrosiana, namely Ms. Milan, Ambrosiana,
ar. H. 70, transcribed by Muhammad b. As‘ad b. Zayd b. Ahmad al-‘Ansi
al-Madhhiji and dated 644/1246-47,2 and Ms. Milan, Ambrosiana, ar.
F. 117, dated 634/1236.13
fols gqov-q1v: a collection of various hikayat, introduced as Hikam
wa-akhbar, partly in Arabic and, from fol. 41r onwards, in Persian.
fols 41v-42r: an anonymous Persian commentary on the prophetic hadith
“la salat illa bi-fatihat al-kitab’.
fols 42v-43r: various compilations of hikayat and poetry, all in Arabic.
fol. 43v: various pieces of poetry, all in Persian.
fol. 44r: a variety of prophetic traditions, hikayat, and poetry, all in Arabic.
fols 44v-66r: Asas al-maqalat™* fi gam* al-jahalat, an editio princeps of
which is included in the present study. The end of the work is missing,
but the contents suggest that not much followed the location where the
text breaks off at the end of fol. 66r. Since the scribe added a symbol sig-
nalling the end of the text following the final line on fol. 661, [fig. 4] and
since another fragment begins on fol. 66v, it is likely that the antigraph of
our manuscript was already missing the end. No other copy of the Asas
al-magqalat fi gam* al-jahalat is known to be extant. [fig. 3]
fol. 66v: a fragment of a fashiya on a section of Asas al-magalat fi gam'
al-jahalat (fols 51vi5-52r:8). At the end of the page the text breaks off,
though a catchword at the bottom suggests that the text continued in the
codex in its original form; it is uncertain how much is missing. An edition
of the fragment is included as Appendix I below.

Edited by ‘Abd al-Salam al-Wajih in 2001

See Lofgren and Traini, Catalogue, vol. 4, pp. 244-245 no. 1692. Lofgren and Traini assume
the scribe to be identical with Muhammad b. As‘ad al-Muradi, which is not the case. For
the scribe, who was a nephew of the well-known seventh/thirteenth-century scholar ‘Abd
Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi (b. 593/1196-97, d. 667/1268), see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in
Medieval Islamic Intellectual Traditions, pp. 234-235. For ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-Ans, see
ibid., chs g and 12.

See Ansari, “Fihrist-i muntakhab-i nuskha-ha-yi khatti-yi Kitabkhana-yi Ambraziyana
(1)". Some folios in the beginning of the manuscript are missing. For additional copies in
the libraries of Yemen, see al-Wajih, Alam al-muallifin al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 561.

The word magalat is only partly visible in the manuscript, (see fig. 3), and it may have
been emended from jahalat. Our reading is nonetheless certain.
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FIGURE 3

Although the title of Asas al-magalat fi gam* al-jahalat is mentioned in the
course of the work’s introduction (fol. 44v:10), the text contains no indication
as to its author. Two alternative suggestions are nonetheless possible.

A potential hint about our text and the identity of its author is found in an
anonymous biography of Zaydis from northern Iran. At the end of chapter 25,
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FIGURE 4

which discusses the Prophet’s hadith that the umma will splitinto seventy-three
firaq (al-fas! al-khamis wa-l-ishrun fi tafasil al-firga [sic] min ahl al-madhahib
alladhina qala fihim Rasul Allah: sa-taftariq ummati ‘ala thalath wa-sab‘in firga
kulluhum ma‘a [-Yahud wa-l-Nasara illa wahida) and then enumerates the
seventy-three firag, the anonymous author refers to three sources. Two of these
he cites for the statement that the Zaydiyya is the firga that is granted salvation

SHII STUDIES REVIEW 5 (2021) 47-138



ASAS AL-MAQALAT FI QAM® AL-JAHALAT 55

(al-firga al-najiya): al-Nasir al-Utrash’s K. al-Hujaj al-wadiha fi l-imama (lost)
and sahib Anwar al-yaqgin al-Sayyid al-Yamani, referring to Anwar al-yaqin ft
fad@il Amir al-mwminin by Imam al-Mansur bi-Llah al-Hasan b. Badr al-Din
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Yahya al-‘Alaw1 al-Zaydi al-Yamani (d. 670/1271-72).15
In addition, the anonymous author refers to a work concerned with bayan
firag ummat Muhammad salawat Allah ‘alayhim [sic] wa-salamuhu by sahib
al-Mishkat Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shurayhi al-Mwayyadi. The Zaydi bio-
graphical literature has no information whatsoever about this person. The
list of seventy-three firaq presented in this chapter largely agrees with the list
adduced in Asas al-magalat under the rubric of firaq as listed in a Mu‘tazili
source (fol. 65v), with minor variations. The two lists not only are largely par-
allel but also include names of firag which are unusual and not commonly
attested in the firaq literature. This may suggest that our text is the source
that is referred to in the anonymous biography. If this were indeed the case,
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shurayhi al-Mu’ayyadi would be the author of
Asas al-magalat ft qam* al-jahalat. However, the alternative that both texts
rely on a common source is equally possible. In the following table, cor-
responding passages are rendered in red. Parallels with slight variations are
underlined. No attempt has been made to emend the text or the names in the
anonymous biography.

Anonymous biography of Zaydis of Asas al-magalat ft gam* al-jahalat
northern Iran (ed. Ansari and Schmidtke
in Studies in Iranian Zaydism)

s

G lly % a2 Wy Bl Yl @ iaally k) & Uinad) slde Wlin o Jad L Uy
133y by Ay dgtally Simally  [ibogl) dlaly 1] by Al gl
ALl bl Ble3U Llaely kel LUl Ll as)ls 18,
AT ety 2Ly A By el 3SEU, A, 33U, L)y
Aalally A5Vl lalllyilly  Goabeilly 355Vl 2y ATy 331y

A sy loatlly Bksdly Wdpo Wy gyl el By "f‘:‘w{yb
adeadlly by WLl delnYly  kaidlydoledly Ll abe by
AWy Ay iy gl anallydys Hasl Al tly 2Bl

15  See al-Wajth, Alam al-muallifin al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 313-314 no. 344.
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Another common feature between Asas al-magqalat ft gam* al-jahalat and the
anonymous biography is the list of sahaba who sided with ‘Ali b. Ab1 Talib. Both
lists include a fair number of less-known companions of the Prophet. Moreover,
the wording of the respective introductory remarks and the sequence of some
of the internal blocks within the list of sakdba again show striking parallels.
As in the case of the list of firag above, the similarities between the two lists
suggest that the two texts are related to each other, one possibility being that
Asas al-magqalat was consulted by the anonymous author of the biography of
Zaydis of northern Iran, who refers to it as a work by Muhammad b. al-Hasan
al-Shurayhi al-Mu’ayyadi. In the following table, the red number in round
brackets after each name refers to the number of that name in the other text.
Again, no attempt has been made here to emend the often erroneous readings
found in the anonymous biography of Zaydis of northern Iran.
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Anonymous biography of Zaydis of northern
Iran, ch. 23 (ed. Ansari and Schmidtke in

Studies in Iranian Zaydism)
ol Aol sl 3 039 2ly I L)
Pldall g g3l e M Gl e o 1567
Ll 3903 43kl § Bylas sy slajly
e 1 Lo D) gy S als 0 156
w;é(\uj@&\y;gmwwm',
sl Gl Ol o galaes Slalie
Ahlee sl

(61) b3 Gl & s [1]

(1) 0285 I & dass [2]

(18) (g bW 5t (y dams [3]
(37) A dle (& Anms [4]
(62)(}‘3“ O, Ay [5]

(2) ) &, A3 [6]

(3) 9o & ) dees [7]
(12) 3ymn 3, Al A5 [8]
(13) b & D sy o]

(23) 5% g1 7 bl s [10]

(54) o O A Aesg[11]
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(67) ¢ 0 D s [14]

(70) plall &5 3,8 (5 D des[15]
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(10) b & )5 [34]
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An alternative possible identification rests on information provided by
the Qasimi historian Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-Yamani al-San‘ani
(b. 1035/1625, d. after 1099/1688). In his biographical dictionary al-Mustatab fi
tarajim rijal al-Zaydiyya al-atyab [= K. al-Tabaqat fi dhikr al-‘ulama wa-‘ilmihim
wa-musannafatihim] he attributes a work entitled Asrar al-Ziyadat wa-lubab
al-magqalat li-gam* al-jahalat to al-Qadi Abu Mudar Shurayh b. al-Mw’ayyad,'6
a piece of information which is repeated in Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-JundarT’s
(d. 1337/1919) Tarajim al-rijal’” This title seems a conflation of two works—
Abu Mudar is the author of Asrar al-Ziyadat (alternatively known as Sharh
al-Ziyadat), which is a commentary on the K. al-Ziyadat, a collection of legal
responsa and fatawa issued by Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-Llah Ahmad b. al-Husayn
al-Buthani al-Haruni (d. 411/1029) and compiled by al-Mu’ayyad’s pupil Aba
1-Qasim b. Tal (or Thal) al-ustadh al-Hawsami al-Daylami.!® The Asrar al-Ziyadat
was very popular and constitutes the principal reason that Aba Mudar is
regularly referred to in the later Zaydi literature.’® Muhyi I-Din Muhammad
b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-Walid al-Qurashi al-Anf (d. 623/1226) later summarized
Abu Mudar’s Asrar al-Ziyadat in his al-Jawahir wa-l-durar al-mustakhraja min
Sharh Abi Mudar.?° At the beginning of the Jawahir Ibn al-Walid gives Abu
Mudar’s full name as follows: al-gadi al-ajall ‘Imad al-Din Abit Mudar Shurayh
b. al-Mwayyad al-Mwayyadi al-Shurayhi.?! The second part of the title as cited
by Yahya b. al-Husayn and al-Jundari, Lubab al-magqalat li-gam* al-jahahlat,
evokes the title found in Ms. Majlis 10727. Asas (_~\w!) may easily be misread
as Lubab (<), while al-magalat would support our own reading of the title
in Ms. Majlis 10727. This alternative identification is corroborated by reports
that Abt Mudar was criticized by Baha” al-Din (also known as Muhy1 al-Din)

16 A manuscript of the K. al-Mustatab is preserved in the collection of Muhammad
b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Mansr (d. 2016) in San‘@’. A digital surrogate is available in the
Hill Museum and Manuscript Library’s virtual reading room (call number: zMT 01339),
accessible through https://wsid.org/vhmml/readingRoom/view/144249.

17 Al-Jundari, Tarajim al-rijal, p. 17.

18 For Abu l-Qasim b. Tal al-Hawsami and the K. al-Ziyadat, see Ansari and Schmidtke,
Studies in Medieval Islamic Intellectual History, pp. 190-191 no. 105, 216 no. 18 (with further
references).

19 See, e.g., Danishpazhih, “Da mashikha’, p. 168 and passim. See also Ansari, “Yik yad
dasht”, where the work is listed as an important work on law among the Zaydis. For manu-
scripts of the work in Yemen, see al-Wajih, Alam al-mwallifin al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 110,
461 no. 563.

20  See Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Medieval Islamic Intellectual Traditions, pp. 210
no. 65, 216 no. 8. A partial copy of the Jawahir is preserved as Ms. Munich, Bayerische
Staatsbibliothek, Cod.arab. 1193; see Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 288-290 no. 135
(with references to other manuscripts of the work in London and San‘@’).

21 Ms. Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod.arab. 1193, fol. gv.
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Yasuf b. Abi I-Hasan b. Abi 1-Qasim al-Daylami al-Jilani al-Mirkali (al-Mirqali)
(d. between 607/1210-11 and 614/1217),%2 a prominent Zaydi scholar of northern
Iran, for his stance on the question of whether it is permissible under certain
circumstances to conclude a truce with the Isma‘lis. Whereas Aba Mudar
answered in the affirmative, Yasuf b. Abil-Hasan disagreed, and he disparaged
Abu Mudar harshly for his position.2® Abti Mudar’s lenient attitude towards
the Isma‘lis agrees with a statement in Asas al-magqalat that the Batinis should
be counted among the umma according to Zaydis, whereas the Mu‘tazilis and
the ahl al-sunna do not consider them to be part of the umma (fol. 66r).

The later biographical tradition among the Zaydis of Yemen has only limited
knowledge about Abtt Mudar. Both Ahmad b. Salih Ibn Abil-Rijal (d. 1092/1690)
in his Matla“ al-budur and Ibrahim b. al-Qasim al-Shahari (d. 1152/1739) in his
Tabaqgat al-Zaydiyya al-kubra assume Abit Mudar to have flourished during the
fifth/eleventh century and to have been among the companions of al-Mwayyad
bi-Llah or to have transmitted through his father, who allegedly served as judge
for al-Mwayyad bi-Llah.2* Neither of them offers any concrete evidence for
their suggested dating, and it is likely that the biographers are mixing up bio-
graphical information about two different persons.2>

However, from the chains of transmission for the Asrar al-Ziyadat it is evident
that Abti Mudar was a scholar who flourished during the first half of the sixth/
twelfth century. Ibn al-Walid al-Qurashi, the author of al-Jawahir wa-l-durar,
relates in an jjaza?® that he studied Abt Mudar’s Asrar al-Ziyadat with Qadi

22 On Yusuf b. Abi I-Hasan al-Jilani, see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Medieval Islamic
Intellectual History, ch. 6.

23 The dispute is related by al-Mansur bi-Llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza in his al-Risala al-‘alima
bi-l-adilla al-hakima; see Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 165, 169; see also ibid, pp. 19-20
(English introduction). For the relevant passage in Majmu‘ al-Mansuri, see vol. 2/2,
pp-. 516 ff.

24  Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla“ al-budur, vol. 2, pp. 395-397 no. 662 (al-gadi Aba Mudar, Shurayh
b. al-Muw’ayyad); al-Shahari, Tabagat, vol. 1, pp. 485-486 no. 284 (Shurayh b. al-Mu’ayyad,
al-gadr Aba Mudar).

25  Another obvious error which can be found in both Matla“ al-budur and Tabagat is the
information that Aba Mudar was a descendant of the sixth Imam, Ja‘far al-Sadiq. There is
no indication that Abii Mudar was a sayyid, and this information may again be the result
of a mix-up with another person.

26  The jazais preserved at the end of a copy of K. al-Ifada fi [-figh (also known as Taliq al-ifada)
by Abu 1-Qasim al-Husayn b. al-Hasan al-Hawsami (i.e. Aba 1-Qasim b. Tal al-ustadh
al-Hawsami), which belongs to the library of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Azim al-Hadi in
Dahyan (see figs 5, 6); see al-Wajith, Masadir al-turath fi [-maktabat al-khassa, vol. 1, p. 497
no. 291. The copy is undated, but the copyist was a student of Hatim b. Manstir al-Hamlani
(d. 28 Rabi* 11 765 [1364]); on him, see Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla“ al-budur, vol. 1, pp. 639-641
no. 361; al-Wajth, A%am al-mwallifin al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 293 no. 319. Moreover, the date of
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Ja‘far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Buhlali (“Qadi Ja‘far’, d. 573/1177), who had
read the text with Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ishaq al-Farrazadi, who in turn
had studied the work with its author, Aba Mudar. [figs 5, 6] Ahmad b. al-Hasan
b. ‘Ali b. Ishaq al-Farrazadi is known to us as the copyist of Abt Muhammad
Ismafl b. ‘Ali al-Farrazadi's Talig Sharh al-Usil al-khamsa, dated Muharram 543
[May-June 1148].2” Abi Mudar must thus have been an older contemporary
of the prominent Zaydi scholar of Rayy, Najm al-Din (or Imad al-Din) Aba
1-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Abi l-Hasan b. ‘Al al-Kani al-Ardastani (d. ca. 560/1164-65),
another teacher of Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ishaq al-Farrazadi.?® When
QadiJa‘far travelled to Iran and Iraq during the early 540s AH, Abit Mudar must
have already been dead, since Qadi Ja‘far could study only with his student
Ahmad b. al-Hasan, whereas he could still study with al-Kani, who was still
alive at this time. That al-Kan1 was the younger of the two, is suggested by the
fact that al-Kani responded to Abt Mudar’s Asrar al-Ziyadat with a critique
entitled Kashf al-ghalatat.?®

In the course of the same jaza, Ibn al-Walid also provides Ab Mudar’s own
chain of transmission for works of figh, and this chain further confirms that
Abu Mudar flourished in the sixth/twelfth century: Aba Mudar « his father,
al-Mwayyad al-Shurayhi al-Mw’ayyadi « al-gadi Yasuf khatib al-Mwayyad

his copy of Ibn al-Walid’s jjaza (end of 737/1337) and a final collation note dated 739/1338-
39 provide an approximate dating for the manuscript. The name of the scribe is partly
erased both in the colophon at the end of the text and in the jiaza on the last page of
the codex. Al-Wajih, who inspected the original codex, reads his name as Muhammad
b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Yahya. For an edition of the ijaza, see below, Appendix 11.

27  Ms. San@, Maktabat al-awqaf 599, fols 1r and 173r.

28  Ms. San@, Maktabat al-awqaf 599, fol. 1. For a detailed description of Ms. Maktabat
al-awqaf 599 and its paratextual materials, see Ansari and Schmidtke, Towards a History
of Libraries in Yemen, ch. 4 (“A Family Library in the Hands of the Qasimis at the Turn
of the Twelfth/Eighteenth Century”). Qadi Ja‘far also studied with al-Kani. For an jaza
issued by al-Kani for Qadi Ja‘far, see Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, p. 214. The
name of Abt ]-Abbas Ahmad al-Kani is cited with some variations in the sources; see e.g.
Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla“ al-budur, vol. 1, p. 245-247 no. 93. For al-Kani, see also Ansari, “Na
gufta-ha-yi". Astonishingly, ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih is aware that Aba Mudar was
the teacher of Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ishaq al-Farrazadi, but he still repeats the infor-
mation provided by Ibn Abi I-Rijal and al-Shaharl when stating that Aba Mudar flour-
ished in the fifth/eleventh century; see al-Wajih, Alam al-mwallifin al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2,
pp- 461-462 no. 563. The reason might be that al-Wajih has no further knowledge about
Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ishaq al-Farrazadi, whom he does not list in his A%am.

29 A century later, Yahya b. Ahmad b. Hanash (b. 640/1242, d. 697/1298) responded to both
authors in his Asrar al-fikar fi [-radd ‘ala [-Kani wa-Abi Mudar (lost). See Ibn Ab1 I-Rijal,
Matla“ al-budiir, vol. 2, p. 396; vol. 4, pp. 488-489 no. 1327. For Yahya b. Ahmad b. Hanash,
see also al-Wajih, A%am al-mwallifin al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2, p. 415 no. 1376. For another indica-
tion of al-Kani being younger than Aba Mudar, see below, n. 33.
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FIGURE 5

bi-L1ah30 « Abu 1-Qasim, wa-azunnuhu sahib Taliq al-Ifada [i.e. Abu 1-Qasim
b. Tal al-ustadh al-Hawsami al-Daylami, the compiler of the legal responsa
and fatawa of Imam al-Mwayyad bi-Llah in the K. al-Ziyadat] < al-Mu’ayyad
bi-Llah [i.e. Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Buthani al-Haruni (d. 411/1020)].3! Aba
Mudar’s father had also studied with Qadi Zayd b. Muhammad al-Kalari,32

30  For Qadi Yasuf b. al-Hasan, see al-Shahari, Tabaqgat al-Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 3, pp. 1272-
1274 no. 8os (“Yasuf al-Jili al-Kalar1"). Here, the discipleship of Abit Mudar’s father with
Qadi Yasuf is also explicitly mentioned. See also al-Wajih, Atam al-muwallifin al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 2, p. 496 no. 1458 (with further references).

31 The same isnad is related in the entry on Aba Mudar’s father, al-Mu’ayyad Aba Shurayh,
in al-Shahari, Taubagat al-Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 2, pp. 161-1152 no. 738. Ibn al-Walid’s jiaza
is also cited by Ahmad b. Sa‘d al-Din al-Miswari (d. 1079/1668) in his majmi‘ al-jjazat. We
consulted Ms. Fallala, Maktabat ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shayim [no shelfmark]; the relevant
section is found on pp. 98-99 (“tariq sharh Abi Mudar ‘ala [-Ziyadat”).

32 See al-Shahari, Tabaqat al-Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1, p. 48s.
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FIGURE 6

who flourished during the fifth/eleventh century and is well known for his
al-Jami* fi l-sharh (also known as Sharh al-Tahrir or Ta'liq al-Qadi Zayd).33
Al-Kalari, in turn, had studied both with ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Khalil (fl. fifth/
eleventh century), the author of al-Majma‘ fi l-figh,** and with Qadi Yasuf
khatib al-Mu’ayyad bi-Llah,3> who was also among the teachers of al-Khalil.

33

34

35

See Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla“ al-budur, vol. 2, pp. 309-312 no. 587; al-Shahari, Tabagat al-

Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1, pp. 453-455 no. 263; al-Wajih, Alam al-muallifin al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 1, p. 436 no. 517 (with a list of the extant manuscripts of the text in the libraries of
Yemen). A manuscript of the text is also preserved in the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in
Munich (see Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 279-280 no. 129), as well as in other
European libraries. Unlike Abii Mudar, who transmitted from al-Kalari through only one
transmitter (his father), al-Kani transmitted from him via two intermediaries, yet another
indication that al-Kani was the younger of the two. See al-Shahari, Tabagat al-Zaydiyya
al-kubra, vol. 1, pp. 453-454.

See Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Medieval Islamic Intellectual History, p. 187 no. 68
(with further references).

See al-Shahari, Tabaqat al-Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 3, p. 1273.
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Although nothing speaks against the reports that al-Kalari studied with both
al-Khalil and with the latter’s teacher Qadi Yasuf, al-Kalar's direct discipleship
with Qadi Yasuf is occasionally contested in the sources.3® The longevity of
Qadi Yasuf, who taught several generations of scholars, is also suggested by the
aforementioned isnad, cited by Ibn al-Walid, according to which al-Mu’ayyad
al-Shurayhi also studied with Qadi Yasuf.

Abu Mudar is also related to have studied with al-Hadi Aba ‘Abd Allah
Muhammad al-Huqayni, who was killed in Rajab 490/June-July 1097,3” provid-
ing yet another indication that Abti Mudar is to be situated among the schol-
ars of the sixth/twelfth century. Detailed information on al-Hadi al-Huqayni is
included in a letter dated 607/1210-11 addressed by the aforementioned Yasuf
b. Abi l-Hasan al-Jilani to the Yemen1 scholar Imran b. al-Hasan al-‘Udhri
al-Hamdani.?® The letter describes al-Hadi al-Huqayni as the son of Abu
l-Hasan al-Huqayni, known as al-Mahdi li-Din Allah, on whom additional
details are given.3? Al-Mahdi li-Din Allah ‘Ali b. Jafar and his genealogy are
also mentioned in al-Shajara al-mubaraka fi ansab al-talibiyyin, attributed to
Fakhr al-Din al-Raz1.4? In addition, al-Had1 al-HuqaynT's biography is related in
some detail in the K. al-Hada’iq al-wardiyya by Humayd b. Ahmad al-Muhalli
(d. 652/1254),** who had in all likelihood consulted Yasuf al-Jilant’s letter to
‘Imran. Al-Muhalli, however, erroneously identifies al-Had1 with his father,
al-Mahdji, calling him Abt 1-Hasan ‘Ali b. Ja‘far b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Al

36  Seeal-Shahari, Taubagat al-Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 3, p. 1274.

37  Al-Shahari, Tabagat al-Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 2, p. 716 no. 430; vol. 2, pp. 1192-93 no. 755
(here his name is given as al-Hadi b. al-Mahdi b. al-Hasan al-Huqayni b. ‘Al b. Ja‘far
b. Hasan b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Huqayni). See, however,
ibid., vol. 1, p. 485, where the teacher is not precisely identified: “al-Huqayni al-kabir aw
al-saghir’, i.e. al-Mahdi al-Huqayni or al-Hadi al-Huqayni. According to another witness
of the Tabagat (see ibid., n. 3), the wording in the manuscript was “al-Huqayni al-kabir’,
with a correction above the line replacing al-kabir with al-saghir. According to a hashiya
in one of the copies consulted by Madelung for the edition of Yasuf al-JilanTs epistle,
“al-Huqayni al-kabir” was al-HadT's father, al-Mahdi; see Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 142-
143 n. 19. See also Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 167-168. This is also al-JundarT’s identifi-
cation of “al-Huqayni al-kabir”; al-Jundari, Tarajim, p. 24. He cites al-Hadi al-HuqaynT’s
name as follows, repeating al-Muhallf’s earlier error: ‘Ali b. Ja‘far b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd [sic]
Allah b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Huqayni. Al-Mahdi al-Hugayni
was also a student of ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhani (d. 415/1025); see al-Hakim al-Jishumy,
Sharh ‘Uyun al-masa’il, in Sayyid (ed.), Fadl al-i‘tizal, pp. 396-397. The full name of al-Had1
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad is mentioned in Aba Talib al-Marwazi al-Azwaraqani,
al-Fakhrt, p. 77.

38  Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 142-150.

39  Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 22-23 (introduction); for al-Mahdi and al-Had1 and the confu-
sions between them, see also Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, pp. 208-209.

40  Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (attrib.), al-Shajara al-mubaraka, p. 164.

41 Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 325-329; al-Muhalli, al-Had@'iq al-wardiyya, vol. 2, pp. 197-201.
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b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Huqayni
b. ‘Al b. al-Husayn b. Zayn al-Abidin ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. Aba
Mudar's discipleship with al-Hadi al-Huqayni is further confirmed by a quota-
tion from al-Hadi that Aba Mudar cites in his Asrar al-Ziyadat.*?

At the same time, however, there are some problems with the tentative
identification of Abu Mudar as the author of Asas al-magqalat fi gam* al-jahalat.
First, the name of Ahmad b. Abil-Hasan b. Ahmad al-Kani is mentioned in the
single extant witness of Asas al-magqalat together with the eulogy rahimahu
Llah (fol. 65r), suggesting that al-Kani had passed away when the Asas
al-magalat was written. This conflicts with the aforementioned observation
that Aba Mudar and al-Kani were contemporaries and that al-Kani was prob-
ably slightly younger than Abai Mudar. The possibility that he had passed away
while Abi Mudar was still alive seems very unlikely. Moreover, it would be
unusual for Aba Mudar to refer to a statement by a younger scholar. However,
since our copy was transcribed some two hundred years after the author’s life-
time, it is possible that the eulogy, and perhaps the entire sentence adduc-
ing al-KanT’s opinion, was added by a later scribe, perhaps as a marginal note
which was later taken to be part of the text. Finally, Abtt Mudar is reported to
have endorsed the notion of taswib al-mujtahidin in doctrinal matters.*3 This
makes it less likely that he composed Asas al-magqalat fi gam‘ al-jahalat, a
heresiography that deals harshly with all those who endorse doctrinal views
opposed to the author’s own.

In the course of the introduction, the author relates that he wrote the book to
provide instructions to the anonymous questioner for refuting the wayward
sects (al-firaq al-dalla), and the principal opponents throughout the work are
the Sunnis, particularly Shafi‘is/Ash‘aris as well as Hanbalis. In addition, the
author also refutes the Imamiyya (“Rawafid”) throughout the book. The author

42 Ms. Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod.arab. 1193, fol. 5r. The quotation is also cited
by Ibn al-Walid in his Jawahir. See also al-Miswari, Majmu‘ al-ijazat, p. 100: gala al-Qadrc
Abu Mudar...: hadha l-khabar bi-khatt al-Sayyid al-Hadr ‘alayhi [-salam rahimahu Llah fa-
naqaltuhu ila hahuna wa-dhakartu ma‘aniha ...

43  SeeIbn Abil-Rijal, Matla“al-budir, vol. 2, p. 396:
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For the notion of taswib al-mujtahid, see van Ess, “La liberté du juge”; Tillier, “Un traité
politique du lie/VIII® siécle”.
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argues against his opponents from a Zaydi-Mu‘tazili point of view,** although
he also relies on hadith throughout the book, unlike more sophisticated kalam
works. The book ends with lists of firag gleaned from different sources, includ-
ing ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Baghdadt’s al-Farq bayna l-firaq as well as alternative lists
of firaq from a Mu‘tazili perspective and from a Zaydi perspective—the latter
two sources are not identified.

As such, the book falls into the category of heresiographies, while in its over-
all structure it also resembles to some extent a theological summa, although
its arrangement is less rigorous than that of al-Hakim al-Jishum1’s Risalat Iblis,
to which our author refers and which may have served him as a model.#> The
book consists of the following sections and chapters:
al-kalam ma‘a firaq al-Murjia wa-dahd hujajiha (fol. 44v)

faslft fasad madhhab ahl al-jabr (fol. 48v)

faslft anna Llah ta‘ala la yura (fol. 49v)

fasl (fol. 51r) [wa-minhum man qala annahu ta‘ala yura fi l-akhira bi-hassa
sadisa ...]

fasl (fol. s1r) [wa-amma gawluhum annahu ta‘ala jism la ka-l-ajsam, quina ...]

fast (fol. 52r) [amma man gala annahu jism la ka-l-ajsam wa-annahu jawwaza
rwyatahu ‘ala jami* al-‘Glamin yawm al-giyama ...]

fasl (fol. 53r) [wa-dhahaba ba'duhum ila anna hadhihi l-sifat azaliyya fa-ha’ula’
hum ashab Abd Allah b. Kullab ...]

fasl (fol. 53r) [ fa-dhahabat al-falasifa ila anna Llah ta‘ala la yasaf bi-annahu
alim aw ghayr ‘alim wa-la bi-annahu hayy aw ghayr hayy ...]

faslfimasalat al-nazar (fol. 53v) [ilam ... anna madhhab Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Hanbal anna l-nazar fi l-i'tigadat haram ...]

fasl ft masalat huduth al-Qurian (fol. 551) [ilam ... anna [-gawm min ahl al-
sunna wa-l-jama‘a fi mas'alat kalam Allah ta‘ala ‘ala arba‘firaq ...

fasl fi masalat al-imama (fol. 58r) [the chapter is further divided into four
fusul, each one addressing a different opponent: al-fas! al-awwal on the
ahl al-sunna min al-Shaf awiyya (fol. 59r), al-fas! al-thani on the Hanabila
(fol. 64v), al-fas! al-thalith on the Mu‘tazilis (fol. 64v), and al-fas! al-rabi*
on the Imamiyya (fol. 64v)]

Throughout the book, the author cites some of his sources explicitly. His ref-

erences to al-Hakim al-Jishumi, “sahib al-Tafsir” (fols 44v, 64v), suggest that

our author consulted his exegesis in addition to his Risalat Iblis ila [-mujbira

44  See the remarkable statement on fol. 65v: wa-haqigat al-Mu'tazila hum al-Zaydiyya.

45  For the entire range of genres falling within the category of heresiographies, see van Ess,
Der Eine und das Andere, vol. 2, pp. 1201 ff. (“Teil Drei: Was verstehen wir unter islamischer
Heresiographie?”).
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(fol. 49v; and see above). He further quotes some writings of Imam al-Nasir
al-Utrash (d. 304/917) which are otherwise lost, namely his K. Bayan al-kufr
wa-l-iman (fol. 48v) and his Kitab al-Imama (fol. 65). Of works by Sunni authors,
he explicitly refers to Muhammad b. Ishaq Ibn Khuzayma's*¢ (d. 311/924)
K. al-Tawhid (fol. 52r), a literalist creed that is well known for its defence of
anthropomorphism (tashbih),*” and he cites ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Baghdadi and his
list of firaq, evidently having the latter’s al-Farq bayna l-firaq in mind. Towards
the end of the text, our author also refers to al-Jahiz’s “two books entitled
al-Zaydiyya al-kubra and [al-Zaydiyya] al-sughra” (fol. 65r). Which works he
means is not entirely clear. Ibn al-Nadim lists two titles which may be intended
here, namely Kitab Hikayat qaw! asnaf al-Zaydiyya and Kitab Dhikr ma bayna
-Zaydiyya wa-l-Rafida.*® Neither of these two works has come down to us, but
volumes 3 and 4 of the Rasa’il al-Jahiz, a work that consists of mukhtarat, selec-
tions from and fragments of al-Jahiz’s works, contain a fragment from a work
described as kitabihi fi magalat al-Zaydiyya wa-l-Rafida.*® Although the rela-
tion between this text and the titles mentioned by Ibn al-Nadim cannot be
verified, this may be one of the texts our author has in mind.5°

Of his contemporaries, our author mentions Ahmad b. Abi l-Hasan al-Kani,
who, he says, composed a comprehensive work (kitaban kabiran) discussing
the similarities between the Imamis and the (Nizarl) Isma‘ilis (“Malahida”)
(fol. 65r).5

46 Our author refers to him as Muhammad b. Khuzayma.

47  ForIbnKhuzayma and his K. al-Tawhid, see Encyclopaedia of Islam, 3rd ed. (Scott C. Lucas),
http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_ei3_COM_30870. The work was later refuted by the
Ash‘arite theologian Ibn Farak (d. 406/1015) in his Ta’wil mushkil al-hadith (ed. Gimaret),
and Abu Yala Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Farrd’ al-Hanbali (d. 458/1066) composed a
counter-refutation, Ibtal al-ta’wilat li-akhbar al-sifat (published repeatedly; see bibli-
ography). For Ibn Firak’s work, see also Ansari, “Para-ha-y1 dar bara-yi di mutakallim-i
ash‘ari-yi Irani”.

48 Ibn al-Nadim, FiArist, vol. 1, p. 585. Cf. Pellat, “Nouvel essai’, pp. 163 no. 243 (K. Hikayat gawl
asnaf al-Zaydiyya), 163-164 no. 244 (K. Dhikr ma bayna [-Zaydiyya wa-I-Rafida).

49  Rasd@’il al-Jahiz, vol. 4, pp. 311-324. The nearly identical muntakhab can also be found ibid.,
pp- 207-215, under a different title (min sadr kitabihi fi istihqaq al-imama). See also Pellat,
“Nouvel essai”, p. 156 no. 199* d) and f). For the current state of the art on al-Jahiz, see the
contributions to Heinemann et al. (ed.), Al/ahiz.

50  The possibility that our author means al-Jahiz’s ‘Uthmaniyya, which is also entitled jumal
Jjawabat al-Uthmaniyya bi-jumal masa’il al-Rafida wa-l-Zaydiyya according to the end of
the text (ed. Haran, p. 279), can safely be excluded. The context does not suggest that our
author is referring here to a polemical work against the Zaydiyya, and the Uthmaniyya is
a polemic directed against the ShiTnotion of the imamate. See also Haran’s introduction
(p. 8) for a discussion of the book's title.

51 He may be referring to a work which is preserved in the library of the Al al-Wazir in
Hijrat al-Sirr; see al-Hibshi, Fikris, p. 49 (al-Munagara bayna [-Mashriqgt al-Ithnay Ashart
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Appendix I: An Edition of an Anonymous Fragment, Ms. Tehran,
Majlis 10727, fol. 66v

In the following edition of the hashiya, the words and phrases taken from Asas al-
magqalat fi gam" al-jahalat (fols. 51vi15-521:8) are rendered in red.
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ma‘a [-Maghribi al-Shi7). The fragment consists of thirteen folios and was transcribed in
772/1370-71.
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Appendix II: Muhyi I-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Walid
al-Qurash’s Jjaza for Abi Mudar’s Asrar al-Ziyadat
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Edition
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