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Dear Doctor Anshan: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SOtOOL 0 1' MAT HEMATICS 

prINCITON. NI.., J I!I.SIIY 

t( July 16, 1940 

" The predictions of Bcience may be - reliable, 

of a acientht about the time his mallUacripta lIill be 

, . 

but the predictionll 

ready are all unre-

liable all anybody ellle'll. I have to apologi&e for the long delay in 

aending 'in my article on !Ian and the Foundationa of Science. I had. to 

1Irelltle lIith a tough mathematical problem, and you will admit that the 

course of lIOrld events haa not been partioularly favorable for ~uiet 

work anyway. 

What I am aending you now, I could equally well have .ent three 

or tour monthe ago. It is the manusoript ot a lecture whioh I delivered 

before the Princeton Chapter ot the Si@'Pl& Xi. lIy intention had been to 

overhaul and ohange it in accordanoe with the purpolle it ill going to 

aerve a. a oontributian to your volu.. an !Ian and Scienoe. But I now 

realbe, h01l8ver reluotantly. that in the near future I llhall tind neither 

time nor the right attitude ot mind to acccmpUah thia. and I mullt there­

tore beg you either to aooept the manusoript all it ill, or to refuae it al­

together. I oan _11 imagine that in the preaent tOnD. it will not tit in 

at all with your plansJ in that oaae pleaae do not hellitate to regret and 

to return. 

Thanks tor your oonoern about Dr. Gllnther. 

Dr. Ruth II. Anshen 
206 wellt 67th Street 
Jlew York City 
IDhGB 

Sincerely yourll, 

Hermann Weyl 

r . 

'. 
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Mrs. Ellen Wey1-BHr 
Bergstrasse 27 
Zurich 7 
Switzerland 

Dear Mrs. Wey1-BKr: 

September 12, 1979 

I thought you might like to have a copy of 
the Einstein poster which we commissioned for 
the ce1ebrstion last March. You may know the 
artist who did the original drawing, Josef Schar1, 
who waS a friend of Einstein and possibly of your 
family too. 

With wsrm regards, I am, 

Cordially yours, 

Harry Woolf 
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"It has been., deep rOfTlan+ ic symbol (or me­

stortin9 out on the t ... ~ i l when the rnorn in9 i~ fres h j 

the b ird s are s in9inC!, a di s tant target clearly 

on the "..,ouni"ei n . . . II 

F. J. W., Jul~, 1911 

...eJ \, .,, 0 .0 , : " 
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Mra. Martha Bowditch Weyl 
331 West 20th Street 
New York, New York. 10011 

Dear Mr.. Weyl: 

W&'(L 

July 28, 1977 

I have just learned of the death of your husband, and while he had 
no direct connection with the Institute for Advanced Study I am writing 
to expreas my sympathy with you and the children and to do so in the 
memory of his fsther'. participation in the Institute. as well as the 
.any associations which be and your family continue to have with us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry Woolf 
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Deu 1Il'. Jl'rnml no. 
In NQOIlIIe to 1OUI:' letter ~ JtI.l:t 16, 

req.nina a ~ ~ ProtallOr i1erItIaDn 
Wql, I _ 1On"1 to A:1i:hat ,.. do not ba_ 
a platu:N tile here at tt. ~1tIlt. aDd 
camaot, tMnItore, be or ~ to you. 

Mr. 3'ohn pepn1 no 

S1Jloerel.)< )'O\Il"e, 

( .) carol Bielaen 
Of't1ce or the ou.ctor 

Reed, AoqIJ1s11110n8 ~ 
~eohD1c l.Mtlt1Jte at ~ 
'" 3'q streft 
~, 1I4IV York ll201 
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Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton University 
princeton, New Jersey 

Gentlemen: 

16 July 1965 

We are interested in obtaining for our 
files a photograph of Hermann weyl. 

, 

We would like to know if we could purchase 
one from you. We must ask you, however, to 
quote a price before sending a picture. 

yo~~ truly, 

j)~ 
John Pennino 

, t .. I 

Head, Acquisitions Department 

Jp/ik 

I ,J l 
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DATE 

741827 
~1\,--,.~6::.:.~7L..:0::-.___ PAY 

RE S\lf,RE I fl SilLE OF SELECTA HErA. ~I EY L "S pn ~"',1f . 03--
STATE:.EIIT B I IWHAUSEflCVERLhG BASEL FRO:· 1 . 1 . g1< TO 
12 . 31 . 69 S'.I I SS FRAI'CS 190 fiT R/ITt OF 4 . 315 

@ THE CHAS E MANHATTAN BANK, N . A . 
Ne .... VOri<.. N Y 

BO SII! I SS FEDEflAL I fiST I TUTE OF TECHIIOLOGY KASS E DER 

ZUR I CH 

I NS I T I TUTE BOR ~DVANCED STUDY 
OFF I CE OF THE Dlr.ECTOR 
PR I NCETotj , 1~ 1.. J . 

raA tlQ U[ UATIONALE SUISSE 
P. O . BOX 
8022 ZURICH. SW IT ZERLAND 

INS TRUC TION S L 3 . 25. 70 20429 BERIJ .~ 
II' '/ t. La 2 '/11' 1:021.0"'00021

.-
9 t. I.'" b"'OOOO I. ,/11' 

i'IG 

FPT 741827 MEMORANDUM 

WE ENCLOSE OUR CHECK 

L 

• 1 

Mr------.:...--=--...:.----. 
A 
1 ' 
L 

T 
o 

, .. 
Lr.Sl RUClIO:' S • • 

If , THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK N A 
I Chase ManhaUan Plaza, New York, New York 1~0I ~ . 

INTERNATIO N AL PAYING 
AND R EC EIVING TELLERS 

,")I 2.'11 7 ...... REV aGG ""<0 3 /1118 

.. 5 • 

OATE IAMOUNT 
• • 

• • 
• 

• 

I _ 

/t., 
,10 

[ 
3 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-

FPT 346194 
THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK,N.A. 

New York, N. Y. 

OATE 

AUGUST 5/ 69 PAY 

B/O BANQUE NATIONALE SUISSE , BERN 

~ 

$57 .92--

B/O SI-JISS FEDERAL I NS TITUTE OF TECHNOL OGY ZURICH 8000 
REF - SHARE ON SALE SELECTAHERI~ANN I-JEYL, AS PER STATE .. , , 
MEN T BIRKHAUSER VERLAG OASLE FROr~ 1 . 1 .-3 1. 12 . 68 SW '

C 
ADV ANCE ST UDY 
DIRECTOR 

Br~ 

, ' h 

9 INSTITUTE 
OFFICE OF 
PRINCETON 

FOR 
THE 
NJ 

Is ANQUE NATIONALE SUISSE 
J ~ ~ '. 

I 
P.O . BOX 
8022 ZURICH, SWITZERLA ND 

INSTRUCTIONS L 7/29/ 69 20 867 B/O BER~ J 
11 ':11, (; I. 91, II' 1:0 2 1.0"'000 21:- 91, I.'" (;"'0000 I. 711' 

INTERNATIONAL PAYING 
AND RECEIVING TELLERS 

Fl( 2"7"'" REV . ·fl8 PTG 3 / 611 
r. {\ \ I, - ,:>0. f)' 

, . ., 
/ 210 

SIGN ... TUJU· 

/ 
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346194 
THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK,N.A. 

New York. N.Y. 
OATE 

AUGUST 5/69 
Blo BANQUE NA TI ONALE SU ISSE , BERN . 
B/O S~I I SS FEDERAL I NST I TUTE OF TECH NOLOGY ZUR I CH 8000 
REF - SHARE ON SALE SEL ECTAHERNANN WEY L, AS PER STAT Er 
t·1 ENT B I RKHAUSER VERCiiG;tlASLE FROt~ 1.1.-31 .1 2 .68 S~J. 

TO ..lH1il bRIm. TE 4 . 
" BI~ 

PA Y 

$57. 92--

INS TIT UTE 
OFF ICE OF 
PR INCE TON 

FOR 
THE 
NJ 

ADVANCE STUDY 
DIRECTOR 

Is ANQUE NAT I Otl ALE SU I SSE 
lI P,O. BOX 
. 8022 ZUR I CH. SW I TZERLAND 

9 

7/29/69 20 867 B/O BERJIJ j - -
II' :I I.!; ~'1t.lI' 1:0 2 ~O"'OOO 2~ '11. ~'''!;0110000 ~ 711' 

INSTRUCTIONS L 

-- FPT 346194 MEMORANDUM OATE 

M 
A 
I 
L 

T 
o 

WE ENCLOSE OUR CHECK 

.,. - , 
~ i -

.... J ' .. 

, 

i 

INSTIIUCTIONS I / 

\,; THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK. N.A . 
1 Chase Manhattan Plaza. New York. New York 10015 

INTERNATIONAL PA.VING 
AND RECE IVING TELLERS 

". 2_7 ... 114 R£V 11-66 "<0 ::flail 

• 

EZ64 

- I 

.. 
I -.. -

• 

'-2 
,'" 210 

3 
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tvents..th oent1ll"7. HUIIIUIn Wql •• the on. vba made major contrllNtlofll 1n 

the greateet mmber f4 d.1tt_t t1.allU. He alone could etand """I()9r11Jon 

with the lut ~t un1venal _~t1c1anl ot the nineteenth centUl"7. 

H1l.bert and Po1noare. So l.oIIc &I be Val allTi. lw -bodled a 11~ contact 

betwMn the aa1n lu- ot &dYanee 1n JlU" _~t1ce and 1n theoretical 

~1cIl. ROlf be 11 dead. the contact 11 broken. and our bopee ot caaprehend1ng 

the ~1cal un1v_ 117 a du.ct uee ot creatiTi ma~tical 1mag1natlon 

are tor the u.. being ended. 

Wql .... tortunate 1n the III&llller f4 b1a death. On ROY-.ber 9. 19.5.5 • 
• 
lw celebrated h1a l18Yent1eth b1.rtbda;r. 1n tun and rebuilt health ot ~ and 

Idnd. At tlw banquet wb1ch .e glven 1n b1a honour 1n ZiIr1ch. he recelved 

.lIeage, ot ,ood-v1ll and balace traa all oyer tlw world. te.. than a IIOnth 

later. on Dec.aber 8. he vallced out ot b1a boUle to poIIt a letter. surtered a 

The bes1nn1ng f4 Wql'e 1C1ent1t1o l1te cannot be better delCr1bed 

than 1n b1a OlIn 1IOrd.. "I _ to 08tt.1Dcen &I a countr,y ad ot e1«btHn. 

ba~ cboeen that un1vlrllty _~ beoauee the d1nctor f4 mT b1gh .chool 

happened to be a coue1n ot HUbert'. and bed given l1li a letter ot rec~tlon 

to bbl. In the h"nell ot rq 1nDocence and 19noranoe I Mde bold to take the 

ooune H1l.bert bed &JlDOIUlCId tor that tezw. on the notion ot llUIIber and the 

docrl ot a MIll' 1IOrld neue open tor _. and I bed not eat long at Hilbert'. 

tilt betore the rNOlution tona.d ltaelt 1n rq young heart that I IIU8t 117 all 

~ t-.d and et~ lIhatever th1I man had written. And atter the t1r,t ;year 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



_2-

I went. hc.e with Hilbert'. 'Zahl.ber1cbt.' under -.y uw, and dur1zw the aww.r 

n.eat.ion I worked 1117 1187 t.hroUCh it. Thue were the bapp1ut. IIIOnthe ot -.y 

lite, vboee ab1ne, aero .. J'8&ra burdened with our ~n .baN ot doubt. 

and taUure, .t.U1 cClllltort.. 1117 .oul." The word. "read and .t.ud;r wbat.4rler 

W_ IIIUI bad vr1t.t.en" are the b7 to W871'. bre&dt.h and .,.ereat.U1Qr. 

Hilbert'. method ot werk __ to choo.e a t1eJ.d ot _~t.1c_, .t.ud;r it. 

int.eneeq tor a tw 78&", reYo1ut.1cn1 .. it with a bu1c 1*1 ida, then 

drop it and look tor another field. We;y1 tolland the eae .. t.hod, and vu 

~ 8UCC ... f'Ul.. 

The toll.ow1Iw 18 a TeJ'7 1nca.plete cbrono1oc1e&l .-rT ot Weyl'. 

actirtQr. Be~ 1908 and 1917 he worked on probl._ in clue1cal pure 

math_tic., in particular t.he u.or,y ot tnlIIIbera, .1n&ular integral equations, 

and tunct10ne ot a cc:.pl._ variable. Hie book "D1e Idee der Ri-=schen 

rlIcbe" created a Dar branch or math_tie_ by unit.1nc function.theory and 

,-try, the 1ntluence ot W_ book led d1rectJ.y to a synoptic rtew or 
analyeie, ,_try and topolOQ wbicb baa ~ a central til-. in the 

ma~tic. ot ~. ~ 1917 to 1923 he worked on the logical tounda­

tions ot math_tic., and .b!ul.taneoue~ took an active part in the d."elop­

MIlt ot E1netein'. relativ1.Qr theory and it. ,eneralisat.ions. He die covered 

the tint "un1t1ed tield theory" in which the Maxnll field appeare along 

with the lrav1.tatioDAl field as a s-tricaJ. propert:r ot epec __ t~. Tb1e 

theory be .oon rejected a. beil:w without -.p1r1cal toundation, but it re­

maine .t least •• plausible •• .IV' ot the other 1UI1t1ed theori .. wbicb 

caM later. Betwen 1923 and 1938 be created • pneral. theory ot matrix 

representations ot cont1nuoua cro~, 1dlicb powertull,y .... 1et.ed the growth 

ot quanba JMcben1 c.. He dieco.81C that a large proportion ot the 
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NgUl.ar1t1 .. of quantum pb-. in at.omio pIo'a1c. can be unde1'8tood lIlOat 

.~ by _na of Croup theory. B7 br1nclnt!: croUP theory into qaantlllll 

mechanic. be led the 1AIT to 0\Ir lDOdern .t.Tle of th1n1d.:lc in ~ioe. T0da7 

the 1nat1noU .... reaot1on of ..... r,r theoretical ~io1et, conf'ronted with an 

'»'WXP'81n8d recuJ.arltT in the behavior of ~ntar:r part,io1e., 18 to poetulate 

an under~ ..,mwtry-crollp. 

After t.a k1 nc h1a d~ at GCttlnt!:en, Wql occupied chaira 

llUCo ... ivel7 at the ETH in Zflr1.oh (1913-30), at Gett1ncen (1930.33), arid 

at the lnat1tute for Advanced study in Princeton (1933-51). He vaa elected 

• Foreian Keaber of the Royal soout.)" in 1936. He vaa tv1ce married, ard 

18 INl'rt.ved by a widow ard t1IO .ona. 
Oiaracter1.atio ot 'Hy1 vaa an aeathetio ..,.e 1Ih1oh dan1nated 

h1a th1n1d.:lc on all IlUbjeota. He once ea1d to III. half jok:1Jlg, "My work 

aJ.1AITa tried to unite the true with the beaut1tUl.: but wh.n I had to ohooe. 

on. or the other, I uauaJ..40 oboee the beaut1tUl... Th1e ~rk SIIIIIII up hia 

pereonality perteotJ,y. It ahova his profound taith in an ult1lllat. harmorw 

of nature, in which the lava lIhould tlwitably eatprea th_elv •• in a 

.. ~Uoall7 beaut1tUl tOl'lD. It IIhOW8 aJ.ao hl8 recognit1on of human 

rraUty, am h1a buIaour whioh ~ .topped h1III abort of be1nc pompou&. 

H1a tr1erd. in Princeton v1ll retM'ber h1III a. he ..,.. when I hat aav bbl, 

at the Spring Dance of the Inatitute tor Advanoed St~ lut AprUl a big 

jov1.al. lII&n, enjoyiJlc b1ue1t 8plerdSdly, h1a cheertuJ. taoe arid hie l1cbt 

.tap Cirtnc no hint ot hie .1xty-n1ne )'Mr •• 

13 Fabruar.r 1956 Fr. man J. Dyeon 
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EIDGENOSSISCHE 

TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE 
ZO RICH, April 19th, 196/ 

,,,., 

KASSE 

r 

L 

Dear Sirs, 

Institute for Advanced Study, 
Office of the Director, 

Princeton, N. J. ( USA 

.J 

~e have instructed the Swiss National 
Bank , Berne , to transfer to you the equivalent of 

SW .FrcB . 480 .--

which amount we have received from the editor of 
the book "Selecta Hermann Weyl" beeing the half 
of the proceeds of 48 volumes sold during the 
year 1965. 

Yours faithfully 

SWISS FEDERAL IN~~!~~F 
The Tre~~: 

~~ 

TECHNOLOGY 
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY N(: 715 

PRINCETON, N . J . 

RECEIPT 
DATE RECEIVED RECEIVED FROM 

~(,/?~ ;t,,~~/.J~ 
• z;rz6:;; "6 fl ---, 

IN PAYMENT OF, ~ n .-rT. £. COUNT NUMBER 

";L~~. 

tJ, ~ '7/~ ,~ ///?-
¥ AM'2~I: WORDS AMOUNT IN FIGURES 

~~;&:f ~t:/ ~ $//[) :;::-
POSTED BY RECEIVED BY 

DATE r & , 

I ~'GNATURE 
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UN I VERSITE TECHNIQUE NATIONALE 

lABORATOIRE DE PHYSIQUE EXP ER IME NT Al E II 

AORESSE POSTAlE ,. O. 80x 49, ATHENE.S . Ttl. 622.5SC & 625.700 

Athenes, 1/ ... den .. 2 •... Mai ....... 1%6 .. 

Herrn 
Prof . Dr . R. OPP~NHE 
Prince:ton . 

'R 

Sehr geehrter Herr Professor Oppenheimer , 

D~rf ich mich um eine Auskunft an Sie wenden , die die Familie des 
verstorbenen Hermann WEYL , betrifft ? 

Prof . Weyl war , seit 1913, der Nachfolger meines Professors fUr 
Analytische Geometrie , Geiser , an der Eidg . Techn . Hochschule 
Zlirich . Gerade weil ich nicht sein frliherer Student war , konnte 
ich , in seinem Hause , meinen frliheren Professor fUr Darstellende 
Geometrie , If.arcel Grossmann , treffen una wurde , von beiden, unter 
And~rE:m , zur Durchflihrung von Rechenarbeiten herangezogen . 

it den Jahren entwicke1te sich aie Bekanntschaft , trotz de:s Al­
terunterschiedes , zur Freundschaft , mit Gipfelpunkt im Jahre 1918, 
als auch mein frliherer Lehrer Einstein fUr 20 Vortrage nach ZUrich 
kam . 

Um jene Zeit arbeitete Hermann , ich glaube , an seinem vlerk RZM . 
della , die ihren l1ann in ~ottinben , als Student in , kennen lernte 
und heiratete , war ihm jetzt nicht nur bei der Lesung der Korrek­
turen behilflich , sondern kontrollierte sogar auch seine Manus­
kripte : grosse Papierbogen mit grossen Buchstabe:n und Ziffern in 
Bleistift , die ihr Mann , im Nebenzimmer, im Bett 1iegend , schrieb . 
Und wie oft tand sie ~'eh1er in den j';anuskripten und stritt sie 
mit ihm , bis er end1ich zugab , dass sie Recht hatLe . 

Um jene Zeit, eher 1919 , machte lIell.a eine ".hw re, ",eistige krise 
aurch . binmal schlittelte sie mir ihr Herz aus : i4r Kummer waren 
ihre liinuer , damals etwa 6- 8 Janre 1 t, weru. iCI mich gut erinnere . 
Sie 1itt unter der fixen Idee , nass dn der man, lhaf+en geistigen 
Entwicklung aer hinder , besonders aes SOllne:s , Schuld se:i eine , 
wie sie g~aubte , unpassende hassenmischung de:r ~ltern : sie , eine: 
zier1iche, hochfeil.flihlende Jlidin und er , nas urwUch"i,se bbenbild 
des blonden GeImanen . 
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Seitdem sind viele Jahre verstrichen . Gelegentlich eines ~mpfan­
ges an einer fremden Botschaft erfuhl' ich , ganz zufalligerweise , 
dass Hermann v/eyl bere i ts seit Jahren verstorben ist . .. enn wir 
auch spater nicht mehr im Kontakt waren , so hat mich die Nachricht 
von seinem Tode genau so ersclltit1;ert , wie jene tiber Einsteins 
Tod . In meinem Alter (73) fangt man plotzlich an seinen Jugend­
erinnerungen zu hangen . An der schonen Zeit , \'/0 weaer der eine , 
noch der anderer, trotz der ausseren Anerkennung , nicht so recht 
an das eigene Genie glaubten . 

lch nehme an , sehr vE;rehrter rlerr Oppenheimer , aass Sie die Familie 
Weyl gut gekannt haben . WUrden Sie die Freundlichkeit haben mich 
dartiber zu unterrichten , was aus ihr geworden ist ? lch hoffe , dass 
sich die damaligen Beftirchtungen nicht bewahrheiteten . Frau Weyl 
war geistig ausserordentlich hoch entwickelt und , meiner Ansicht 
nach , erwartete sie bei ihren Kindern eine ~eifenstufcfie gar nicht 
del'en Alter entspl'ach . 

Bitte entscnuldigen Sie mich fUr aiese Belastigung , aber ich kann 
mi l' kaum jemand anders denken , der mich tiber den Wel'degang del' 
Familie Weyl unterrichten konnte . Selbstverstandlich lese ich eng­
lisch , nur ausdrticken kann i cn mich nicht so gut wie deutsch odeI' 
franzosisch . 

Ihnen also fUr Ihre Mtihe im Voraus dankend , verbleibe ich , 

Adresse : 
P . O. Box 49 
Athens , Greece . 

mit aus ezeichneter Hochachtung 
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRIN.CETON , N . J . 

RECEIPT 
DATE RECEIVED I RE eEl V E D FRO M 

8171 

%0\1~~~;~ 
IN PAYMENT OF: ~ ACCOUNT NUMBER ( 

POSTED B I RECEIVED BY 
DATE INITIALS 
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o 
EIDGENDSSISCHE 

TECHNISCHE HDCHSCHULE 
ZDRICH, April 22nd , 1965 

12591 

KASSE 

r 

L 

Dear Sirs , 

Institute for Advanced Study , 
Office of the Director , 

Princeton, N. J . / USA 

We have instructed the Swiss National 
Bank , Berne , to transfer to you the equivalent of 

Sw .Frcs . 420 .--

which amount we have received f r om the editor of 
the book "Selecta Hermann Weyl" beeing the proceeds 
(±) of 42 volumes sold during the year 1964 . 

Yours faithfully 

SWISS F£D~RAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Th"ro~ 
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, 
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, N . J. 

RECEIPT 
DATE RECEIVED RECEIVED FROM 

5714 

ACCOUNT NUrK~R 
/ IN PAYMENT OF'~~W¥ 

~-3{,~~ - 1/,-1- /11'= 
AMOUNT IN WORDS AMOUNT IN FIGURES 
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o 
EIOGENOSSISCHE 

TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE 
ZORICH, March 25th, 196: 

12591 

KASSE 

r 

L 

Dear Sirs, 

Institute for Advanced Study, 
Office of the Director, 

Princeton, N.J. / USA 

...J 

We beg to refer to our letters of 
July 4th, 1961 und March 14th, 1962 in connection 
with the edition of the book "Selecta Hermann Weyl" 
and take pleasure in handing you enclosed a check 
for $ 80.35 

beeing the equivalent of sw . frcs. 350.--, paid by 
the editor of the aforesaid book as proceeds (t ) 
for 35 volumes sold during the year 1962. 

SWISS 

Encl.: 1 Check 

REGISTERED 

Yours faithfully 

FEDERAL INSTITU~F TECHNOLOG' 
The Treasu?z': 

v~ 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Dear p..r. Madana I 

4 March 1957 

Your Ret.renee 
No. 31707 

Thank you for your letter of 1 March. 
In Dr. Oppenheimer's abaenc., th8 Inatitute's 
General Manager, Mr. Minot C. Morean, Jr., hall 
lIigned the Bureau of CUatc:lmll form. Declaration 
for Free Entry of Worb of Art. Artut1c Ant~ 
quiti_. Original Painttigll. Statuar:r. Etc. 
returned herew1th. 

The caN eonta!.n1ng tbII bronse built 
IIhould be MDt to Dr. Oppenhe1lar here at the 
Inatitute. Your care in ~ th1ll IIIIltter 
u greatly appreciated. 

Mr. Howard MadanII 
Baggage Department 

S1ncvel.y youra, 

Velma A. MuInper 
Office of the D1.reetor 

Bxpl'tlllll Fonlllrding and Storage Co.. Inc. 
S Bridge Street 
New York 4. New York 

/ 

(~ I J 

I' 
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EXPRESS FORWARDIN STO INC. 
CU ST OM H O US I .. OK .. S 

INt. 'aliGHt 'ORWAID"S 

SII IL LI " VANS 

CONtAIN .. SIiVICI 

a lalDOI STIIIT • NIW YOlk 4, N. Y • • C"ILIS IXPII5SAGI HIW YOIIC • TIL. WHITIHALL 3·9044 

Prof . Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced study 
Princeton , N. J . 

March 1, 1957 

Re : Our Ref . #31707; one case bronce s culpture , ex SS Goettingen. 

Dear Doctor: 
Arti st : Mrs . Ellen 'tleyl- Baer . 

We are please d t o advis e you that we are in receipt of documents 
from our agents A. Welt i - Furrer of Zurich covering the above mentioned 
shipment which is due to arr ive at New York on March 6 . 

We are instructed by Welt i - Furrer to effect customs clearance of 
the shipment and delivery to you for their account . We enclose customs 
form # 3307 which we ask you to sign where indicated by an "x" and return 
to this office . We will need this form to enable us to obtain free entry 
of the shipment . 

Please advise us whether the case is to be delivered to you at the 
Institute for Advanced study or a private address. We await your reply 
in due course . 

Very. yours, 

WARDING & STORAGE CO, INC. 

HM/mlc ~Jlrartd Madans , 
Encl . e Department 

, 

rr~ in!. ;1./.u.fl 9 ~ ~~ 
F.M. 8. NO. 901 
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Dear Mr. BllDlBfel.41 

We baft 7QQl' Utter of: .r- 2l vh1ch Pr1Dcetarl 
UiII1"Nftit7 :torvude4 'to US Dr. W.,-l vas .. _la-Gad 
nth 0\Ir bUtut. lIh1ch 11 DOt part of: the 
tJa1 "Nftit7. Ulltort._tel7, 1IW 40 DOt ha"ft • 
piC't1lN file aII4 C&IIIIOt HDI5. )'OU the requnted 
~. 

Mr. J. Bl~el.4 
lDqal.opu4J.a B'8bn1ca 
1 BelloY ])an,d BAuIelech 
Jeruaal._ 

(MlIa) BoaD1. Soott 
Offic. of: the mrec~ 
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PRINCET(i) N UNIVERSITY ~rchi ves 
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A • 14 • D FIRESTONE LIBRARY 

PRINCETON • NEW JERSEY 
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""N 'N" PAR AVION 

'Nl"'T~ 

The Administrntive Dep~rtment of 
Archives and Records 

Princeton University 
Princeton 

New Jers ey 
U.S .A. 

EXPEDITfUR- "'lIWil 

P. 0, Box 1232 
JERUiALEM, Israel 

1ilWY.) cwp ON 

, 

-

E 
:z 
-' 
v 

" " .. , 
" , 
" , 
I' 
I 
I 

~ 
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Ti "i~).'n n",c, ~V":r:l~n 
ENCYCLOPAED IA ftEBRAICA 

.1. 
H QSO R:\RY P R1-.511l1-. :-""T : I. 8 E. ~. Z V I. PRESll ll ,.,. O F ISRtH I 

June 21, 1962 
Our ref.: EHl1no/XVI 

The Administr ative Department of Archives and Records 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dea r Sirs : 

We should appreci .. te it if you would kindly send us the 
following photogr aph, on glossy paper , which we require for 
the 16th volume of the Hebrew Encyclopaedia, due to a ppear 
shortly : 

Photograph of 
lVeyl, Herman (1885- 1955) . 

We should be glad if you would kindly s end us your invoice in 
triplicate, together with the photogr aph , in order that pay­
ment may be facilitat ed . 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

JB:js 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Blumenfeld 
For the Editors 

Eciituri .• 1 <lffice: Jcru~lc.m. I Rchfl\ Dol\,,1 H.llndC\;h. 1)1,,'nc • .H10R'(J, 1>.0.1\. un. Cable: .lIldru\ ,·-..:CI. Jcru<:Ilcm 
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P""' ..... FI>L .;.l.I)Jb'''' ~ " l. 
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCE,[) STUDY 

PRINCETON. N. J. N<? 4440 
RECEIPT 

DATE RECEIVED I ~ d R E eEl V E 0 FRO M 

I 
(~~ 77*.7t/¥711~) 
~~--Tl-~ . 7 ACCOUNT NUMBER 

IN PAYMENT OF : , 

%v~ . ~lt'lV~~~ 
~J~..,_'/; j-3~~. ; ///b 

AMOdNT IN WORDS AMOUNT IN FIGURES 

tf)/'~tuL (!JMd L L_~~~..-v $ /.zl.>-,s-
POSTED BY j RECra1i~ DATE INITIALS 

&J,~r:t~ 
SIGNATURE 
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o 
EIDGENOSSISCHE 

TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE 
ZORICH, March 14th, 1962 

12591 

KASSE 

Dear Sirs, 

r 

L 

Institute for Advanced Study, 
Office of the Director, 

Princeton, N.J. / USA 

We beg to refer to our letter of 

.J 

July 4th, 1961 in connection with the edition of 

the book "Selecta Hermann Weyl" and take pleasure 

in handing you enclosed a check for 

E 121.55 

beeing the equivalent of sw.frcs. 530 .-- , pa id by 

the editor of the aforesaid book as proceeds (t ) 
for 53 volumes sold during the year 1961. 

YourE¥!'aithful+y 

SWISS FEDERAL INSTITU TECHNOLOG" 

1 Check 

The Treas ;per : 

Z:t( 
c. . .o. .~ ~ 

' r ( " r'-"""" ~ ~ 
uJ!;,D-"Y ~'.~ ~~~ 

fu.r u ~ \)I.J' \'~ . ' u, \J. 
\ 

Encl. : 

REGISTERED 
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31_ 1961 

Tbank '"au for )'Our good letter at ?'Iq 24th. 
We ahoul.cl be gl.-d to r8cei ... our .hare ot the 
retund8 tor SEI.ECU BElII'tAlII WEIL - • ,...ar, 
and would euggest tm.t June ill • good IIODtiI tor 
ue. 

With all good .ubea, 

Dr. B. Eckmann 
l!:1dg. Techn1sche Hochsobule 
ZlIrich 
Swi.tze:rlaod 

00 Mr. 110r!lfPtll - these pa;yments to be oredi ted to the Publications Fund. 

/ '9 • 
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ZOrich, • .y 2" , 1) ,1 
Eldg. TechnIache Hochachule 

HOhere Mathematik 

2116" 

Prof. Dr. B. Eckmenn 

Dr. Robe~t Opnenhei.r.1er. Dil' ctvr 'Jf tl.€' 
I titut <'or AdvnDced u. J 
P !' inc 

Deal' Dr . Oppanb. Ller. 

This l~tta!" ::"e.ers tv the ,,1 Gt~ !:C" .. 1:l!U'. ,;"yl. p"- lis< ed oin .1. 
by t· k titut.;) <)r ArJ.vnnced "tudy ~d e..o Ei 1" . ':'eciJnische I!o,~-
scbula 1;: 1955. At that time . aur i sti tlltiOns bo co tri, utcd 
~'OOO .- ,,1rl'r~ . each to tHe public tioll cost:; of .he ~ele 0tll . Accor­
dine to t. - provisions of th. contract wit. the pu li_'1in[ fiI 
,irkhhus< r, Basle a s=11 p:u-t of the subvention has beG. 1':11 back 

by 3irl<hP.uaer, after the 700th copy of the b~o { -" bee. old. J\ t 
present, the. total of the ref'md is 1 '700.- ""fre, 'hiel We rrc q~ 1 
to the administr tio~ of t-1E' ';:1'1.1. 

lay ~ ask yo' 10. h 1I11ch way at ull Ii-.. - to 1li V t~€ 

I ... s";,.Ltut :: l' A' " "tu~ its SI.Q....T"G Cr ~ ~ s rtf 1 ( Oh:!r a 
Jr-B.:i • r:.vr-ry ti rr:.fun 1 is psi ":0 u.s, o~ to it ili.il - ole , 
swn r:. t~ big, .I, etc . ) , 

i til b f;t re -:ard .... 

Y..x c rdWly, 
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Dear Harston, 

ZUrich, January 5th 1961 

Professor 
Marston Morse 
Institute for Advanced Studies 
P r inc e ton / New Jersey 
USA 

Today I am writing in connection with a matter which has nothing to do with IMU. 

These last weeks the question has been brought up from several sides, whether 
the time has come for publishing the collected mathematical papers of Hermann Weyl . 
In 1955 already, after H. Weyl 's death, many mathematicians and publishers had 
shown their interest in such a publication. We thought, however, that in view of the 
Selects one should rather wait a few years. Now Springer, Heidelberg and BirkhAuser, 
Basle on one hand and some colleagues, together with Mrs. WeyJ.., have again brought 
up that question. May I ask you what your opinion is? Hopf and I have discussed 
the matter and we caJlle to the following conclusion: we agree in principle that the 
collected papers as listed in the Selecta (not the books) should be published now. 
However one should find out 

(1) what the financial needs would be. 
(2) what institutions would be ready to contribute, 
(3) whether a mathematician could be found to do the editing (as a part-time 

job) • 

As for (1) it is not difficult to make an estimate of the total number of pages 
of the publication, and within a few weeks I will get from Birkhlluser some figures 
showing what grant the publisher considers necessary, in order to undertake the 
pUblication. It might be interesting to compare this with the corresponding 
information from an US publisher. As for (2) above, I am pretty sure that some 
institution in Switzerland can be found to make a financial contribution (perhaps 
the ETH) . As for (3) this seems more difficult. Would it be possible to finance 
the job through some contract with a foundation, etc.? Hopf and I would be very 
glad to have some comments from you on all these points, before proceeding to 
further steps, but I hope that this will not cause too much trouble for you. 
Mrs . Weyl is at present in New York; when visiting Princeton, she will certainly 
see you and you could give her some oral information on these questions. l~ 
thanks in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

cc : A. Borel 
A. Beurling 
K. (]{Idel 
D. Montgomery 

~. Oppenheimer 
A. Selberg 
A. Weil 
H. Whitney 

With kind regards, 

Yours cordially, 

/s/ Beno 

Prof. Dr. B. Eckmann 
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Fn.E: Riefler 

RE: housing 

SEE: Meritt - housing 

(composite file on housi ng for Meritt, Riefler and Weyl) 
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Morton Dei til, I~sq. 
Messrs. Smith, Stratton & Wise 
37 t1ulf1sh Street 
Princeton, N.J. " 

Dear Mr. Deitzi 

27 A.ugust 1958 

In response to your reqUllst f or '"urther infomation in connection 
wi til the grants-in-aid giwn by the Institute for Advanced stud,y to Dr. 
Hernwm Weyl, this latter is to state that, 

1) Dr. Wayl _s a permanent Professor of the Institute f or A.dvanced 
Study prior to bis retirement in 1951. Professor Way-liS activities, as 
a perma.mnt Profe"sor, comparable to all permanent faculty members, in­
cluded the conduct of seminars and lectures in advanced mathematics. As a 
member of the faculty, be had the duty and responsibilitY of advilling 
the Director on the appointment of new facul ty members. Again, e a member 
of the faculty of the School of "'athematics, he had the duty and responsibil-
1 ty for the selection of temporary members of the faculty in the School of 
Mathematics. These dut ies and responsibilities devolve~ upon each permanent 
faculty !!Iember of the Institute for Advanced Stud,y. 

All faculty m:Jmbers have a rank equivalent of that of a full Pr0-
fessor at a University. They all have permanent t enure and receive i dentical 
salariell. 

Subsequent to Dr. Wql'lI retirement, Dr. Weyl had no duties or hllpoll8-
ibllities of any kind. The Institute exercised no lIupervision over Dr. Wql'lI 
researchJ _de no effort to exercise any sup!rvision or puidanceJ did not 
receiw, or request, arv reports upon hill relloarch, either as to pro;>T81111 or 
completionJ and s ought and derived no econca1c benefit from arv actual OJ' 

potential publication of the results of any of Dr. Weyl'lI research. Dr. ;/",.1, 
as the recipient of a grant-in-aid, perf ormed research ,oer k of his own choosing 
and under his own direction and cont rol. 

2) Dr. Wqlls lIalary prior to retirement was $15,000.00 per .. nm_, the same 
as that paid to all permanent ProfesBors or the Institute for Advanced Stud,y. 

3) Although the policy of the Institute for Advanced Stud,y hall been in the 
process of change over the pest few years, .. t the t:!me of Dr. Wayl'lI retire­
ment, his retirement was mandatory at age 65. 
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EDGAR. S SMITH 

H ENRY M STRAlTON, n 
HUGH D . W'lSE, J R 

MORTON DEITZ 

H ENRY S . BROAD 

HOMER. R . ZINK 
FRANK L . SCOTT 

~f~~~ 
-G'~M~ 
37~dhe? 
~<~~ 

MAIL ADDRESS: 

P_ O.DOX 209 

August 25, 1958 

Mr . Minot C. Morgan , Jr. 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Mercer Street 
Princeton,N. J . 

Dear Mr. Morgan : 

RE : Estate of Hermann Weyl, deceased 

Please find enclosed herewith draft of 
proposed letter, prepared in accordance with the 
information received by me from your office. 
Please make whatever factual a~ other corrections 
you deem necessary and have it signed and sent to 
me as quickly as possible . 

MD : MYS 
Encl s . ( 
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Morton Deitz, Esq. 
Messrs. Smith, Stratton & Wise 
37 Hulfish Street 
Princeton, N.J. 

Dear Mr. Deitz: 

August 19, 1958 

In response to your request for further information in 
connection with the grants-in-aid given by the Institute for 
Advanced Study to Dr . Hermann Weyl , this letter is to state 
t hat: tJ. '- \.vw.. \::u 
1) Dr. Weyl was a permanent Professor of the Institute for 
Advanced St dy prior to his retirement in 1951. Professor 
Weyl 1s dut es, as a permanent Professor, comparable to all 
permanent faculty members, included the conduct of seminars 
and lectures in advanced mathematics. As a member of the ~' 
faculty, he had the f,YFt~duty and responsibil~t ~of ~ 

,c11 rr iRg or sl i BB!jFC e i-nl;l... wJ.t;~t the appo i n tment& l$' he D1 rec tor 
of new faculty members. Again, as a member of t acuIty of 
the School of MathematiCS, he had the duty and responsibility ~ 
~ the selection of temporary me~rs of the faculty in the 
School of Mathematics . aBsR sf-these duties and responsibilities 
devolved upon each permanent faculty member of the Institute 
for Advanced Study. 

All faculty members have a rank equivalent of that of a 
full Professor at a University. They all have permanent 
tenure and receive identical salaries. 

Subsequent to Dr. weyl 1s retirement, Dr. Weyl had no 
duties or responsibilities of any kind. The Institute exercised 
no supervision over Dr . Weyl 1s research; made no effort to 
exercise any supervision or guidance; did not receive, or request, 
any reports upon his research, either as to progress or 
completion; and sought and derived no economic benefit from 
any actual or potential publication of the results of any of 
Dr. Weyl 1s research. Dr . Weyl, as the recipient of a grant-in-aid, 
performed research work of his own choosing and under his 
own direction and control. 

2) Dr . Weyl 1s salary prior to retirement was 
annum, the same as that pai~ to all permanent 
the Institute for Advanced Study. 

$15,000 .00 per 
Professors or -------

3) Although the policy of the Institute for Advanced Study has 
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Morton Deitz, Esq. -2- August 19, 1958 

been in the process of change over the past few years, as 
l"esult of tJete effQi't.s sf tho Inlititu te fal! o,@v8nceCl Study to 
k~ep Jts..ret.irement policies comparable t.,o that. 01' ncaton 
Unlvet:slt.y\, it wel!ld ?!lfl8aF toAa t , at the time of Dr. Weyl's 
retIrement, his retirement was mandatory at age 65. 

4) Dr . Weyl did not request this grant-in-aid nor did he .1 
offer his services to the Institute. It was the decIsIon of't1..t'b trlPLl'->"l 't 
the Board of Trustees of the InstItute for Advanced Study to \ 1 L 
offer a grant-In-aId to Profe$Or Weyl, because of the ~~ 

~ 
tP8lRena9l1s potentIal contributions that .. I].Is l r~sea,.rc~IA--UlIj ~jl"'c) /1 ~ 

~4 .fIelds of mathematiCS rni.sAto "1'Oci",,,,) ~ 'Ii-.r ~ .Itt ... . , 
, tJ . (AI N~.f ~. ~ ..r- L-t-< ~ ~ /.\ ~ r\ 

5) ... Dr. Weyl auld not have cOQQueted Lite t@sea!'OA; made-
possibleay tM hI6\;iwte l • gPe"f\to in-e:i·d -t''01l1iil," at any place 
Qther ~n the Institute for Advanced Study ~Princeton . 
T~ was required by the terms of the grant-in-aid. The inter­
change of ideas among the faculty members and among temporary 
members at the Institute plays an extremely important part in the 
development of new lines of thought. 

6) There was no specific amount, out of the total grant-in­
aId to Dr. Weyl, deSignated to cover travel, clerIcal and 
other expenses incident to the research made possIble by the 
grant-in-aId. 

7) Dr . weyl arrived at the Institute in 1954 on January 13, 
1954 and departed AprIL 10, 1954. He returned In October 
1954 for the purpose of lecturIng at Columbia University. The 
second term of the 1953-1954 academIc year commenced January 
11, 1954 and ended April 9, 1954. 

8) The Institute for Advanced Study has no polIcy or practIce rio 
of awarding grants-In-aId to retired members. Of all sf tlte Cl r 
permanent facul ty members who Ita."" _t.ll'ed from the Institute 
for Advanced Study, only one pe~anent member, other than 
Dr. Wey1, was awarded a grant-Jn-ald subsequent to his 
retirement. I 

I hope thIs informatipn will be of assistance to you. 

DRAFT 
MD/mys 

I SIncere ly yours, 

~ iN- "V ~#~ 
Robert Oppenheimer, 
Director 
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~ Arattmv&v~ 
~I/omM~ 

E DG.'\R. S. SM tTH 
HENRY M srRATTON, II 
HUCH D. WISE I JR. 

S7 ;Y~k./6-ee~ 

f%incelmv, 1f;~d7 PRINCETON 1-5151 

MORTON DEITZ 

November 24, 1956 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Director, Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer : Re : ~state of Herma= \ofeyl, dec'd 
Grants - in-Aid 

Under date of October 23, 1956, I wrote you report ­
ing on the status of the Internal Revenue Service ' s pend­
ing examination of the ~ncome tax status of the grants­
in- aid made by the Insti tute to the late Professor \veyl. 
Since that time , I have had a third informal conference 
with the Internal Revenue A~ent and his acting Group 
Supervisor at their office in Trenton , New Jersey . At 
this third conference , I presented your letter addressed 
to me dated October 16, 1956 in which you explained the 
background of the payments made by the Institute in 1953 
and 1954 to Professor \oleyl. For some unexplained reason, 
the previous informal assurances given me, that the Stone 
decision would be applied in this case with respect to 
1953 and that Section 117 of the 1954 Code would be applied 
to 1954, were not carried out , the conferee stating that 
he was unable to accede to such a position in the absence 
of any formal ruling as to the applicability of the Stone 
case and of Section 117 to grants - in- aid made by the 
Institute for Advanced study . The conferee felt that he 
had to take the position that such applicability in the 
subject case, like that of Julian H. Bigelow , S10uld be 
resolved in the Appellate Division. Inasmuch as I could 
not agree with his position, I asked that the Revenue 
Agent ' s Report be prepared and that the necessary procedural 
steps would then be taken to bring the matter before the 
Appellate Division. 

I am sending a carbon copy of this letter to David J . 
Levy, J:sq . , for his i nformation and with the expectation that 
he will allow us the benefit of his reaction to the foregOing 
developments should he deem it necessary so to do . 

I am sorry that I have the unpleasant duty to report 
this development to you, but I am confident that the matter 
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Dr . Robert Oppenheimer - 2-

will ultimately be resolved in the 

MD:MS 

cc to: Mr . Minot C. Morgan 
David J . Levy, Esq . 

November 24 , 1956 

taxp ayer

1
favor . 

/ V Y t71Y 

!/~ ~ Morton Deitz 

The First National Bank of Princeton 
Dr. Fritz Joachim Weyl 
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TH E INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE D1REcrOR 16 October 1956 

DIIU'!fr. Ddt., 

Iou ban asked. _ to upla1n the baolrground of tile pqaenta 
IIade br the InIIUtute f~ AdV&llC8d Stud;y" in 1953 and 1954 to the late 
Profeaaor He~ W871. 

In 1953, the InaUtute paid 14.238. 56 to Profeasor WIITl &8 a 
auppl_ent to the penllion which Profaa.or W871 was receiving !'rom the 
Teachers Inaurance and Annuit,y Aaaociation (T.I.A.A.) '&8 a result of hia 
Profesaorship at the Institute . When Profeaaor WIITl c .. e to the Institute, 
it W&II foreaeeable that during the mn 1mum number of yeara in which he 
could rBIII&in a Profeaaor at the Institute prior to retirement, there would 
be inauff'1cient amounts paid in to the T.I.A.A. plan to afford him a 
comfortable ret1relllant pension. It waa. therefore. underatood that, after 
re~nt, the Institute would 'P«T, out of the Inat.1.tute'a pension account 
for ita facul.1;y, auch additional aUlll8 as would be neceasar,r to bring to 
,8,000. the total amount available hom both T.I.A.A . pen8ion and aupple­
IIlImtal COlIIpenaation fraa the Inat.1.tute. After Dr. W871 retired in 1951, he 
becae lagall;y antit1.ed to such aupplemental PQlIIenta which approximated 
80me .4,200. a ;rear. Hance. in 1953, the Inlltitute paid the SUIIl of 
14,238.56 to Profesaor WIITl in accordance with ita obligation, and in 1954 
likewiae paid him. 14,238. 60. As in previous years and 88 with other i--. 
of compensation, the Inat.1.tute periodical.lJr withheld Federal Income taxea 
!'rom the amounts ao paid. 

At the time of Profenor W871', ret.irement, the Faculty and 
the Board of Trustee. of the Inati tut. unan1mously decided to offer 
Profesaor W871 a IIIIiIlIlberBhip in the Institute for the three (3) year. from 
July 1, 1951 to June 30, 1954. Because Profeaeor W871 W&II at that ti_. 
after h1a remarriage, living in Zurich, Sw1tserland, it w .. under.tood that 
he would be able to be in residence at the Institute for only one tam out 
of each acad .. ic year. It was, therefore, decided to offer to Profeaaor 
W871 a grant-in-aid, such a. we normallJr offer to our ~ra, in the amount 
of .4,000.00 for each a1Jt (6) IIOnth term durin& thoae three (3) ac.danic 
;r&ar8 during which he could be in realdence at tile Institute . The InaUtute's 
budaet for each of thoae years provided for a 14,000.00 grant to Profeaaor 
Wey!.. It was contaDplated that a portion of the 14.000.00 would allow 
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Prote .. or Weyl .. sutanee in the pursuit of further studies or research in 
h1a .peoialised fie.lds of _tilematies, a:xl that a port1on of the grant 
woul.d be uaed to cover expense. for Protessor and. Mrs. Weyl's travel from 
Stdtlerland to the Institute at Prinoeton and return. 

I'lr. Morton Delt. 
Smith, Stntton and Wue 
37 Hult1ah street 
Prinoeton, Jf"" Jenq 

Sineerel¥ your., 

Robert Oppenhe:lmer 
D1reotor 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



J) ....... ~ \D~k~~ . 

Y ~ "w-"1 Q,-~ '"to 

February 13. 1956 

The Editors of "Nature" 
Mac Millan and Oompany, Ltd. 
St. Martin's Street 
London "' . 0 . 2, England 

Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed is an obituary notice of 
Professor v.'eyl. I asked four people in Princeton 
who are better qualified than I am to write it, 
all of them excused themselves, and 90 I ended by 
wri ting it IIVself. 

FJDljlk 
Enclosure 

Yours fa1thfulJ,y, 

Freeman J . Dyson 

/ 
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Aoong all the mathematiciane who began their wcrking Uvea in the 

twentieth century. IleI'llllllUl \:811 vaa the one who III&d.e major contribution. in 

the greatest nwnber of different fields . lie alone oould 8tand comparison 

with the last &reat universal mathematician. of the nineteenth oentury, 

HUbert and POincari. So long as he vas ~ve. he embodied a living contact 

between the main liDe. of advance in pure mathematic8 and in theoretical 

phy8ics . Now he is dead, the contact 18 broken, and our hopes of comprehending 

the physical universe by a direct U8e of creative mathomatical imagination 

are for the tiJlle being ended. 

"eyl was fortunate in the manner of his death. On November 9, 1955, 

he celebrated ids 8eventieth birthda,y, in full end robust health of bod3 and 

" mind. At the banquet which VIl8 given in his honour in Zurich, he received 

me811~e8 of i;ood-will and homage from all OTer the vorld . Lees than a IIIOnth 

later, on Dec8lllber 8, he walked out of hi8 hoWls to post a letter, 8uf"fered a 

heart-failure, and died instantaneously. 

The beg1nning of Weyl's ecientific lite cannot be better described 
n 

than in hill own 1Iords. "I c_to Cottingen as a COWltry lad of eighteen, 

having chosen that university- main]¥" because the director of II\Y high school 

happened to be a cousin of Hilbert's and had given me a letter of reco endation 

to him. In th6 f:lllness of lI\Y innocence and ignorance I made bold to take the 

course H:i.lbert had 81UlOWlCed for that term, on the notion of number and the 

quadrature ot the oircle . Most of it went IItraigbt over lI\Y head. But the 

doors of a naw world swung open tor me, and I had not 8at long at Hilbert's 

feet before the re801ution tormed itself in ~ young heart that I must qy all 

Ileana read and study vhatever this man had written. And atter the first ysar 

I went home with Hilbert's 'Zahlbericht ' Wldal'lI\Y arm, and during the BUllll!lel' 

vacation I worked ~ war thro~ it. These vere the happiest months of ~ 
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Ufe, whoae ehine, aeroee yeare burdened with our cOllClOn ehera of doubt 

and failure, etill cOlliforts ~ soul. " fhe VOrdl "read and stud,y whatever 

this un bad written- are the 1eB)' to eyl ' lI breadth and ~erlatil1t7. 

I11ltert' e .thad of wrk va. to choos8 • f141ld of math tics, stuq it 

intenHl¥ for a t8ll yearl, revolutionize it with a hade new idea, then 

drop it and look for another t141ld. W.,.l followed t.he same lIIIlt.hod, end V811 

equally BUCcessful. 

The following ill a Terr 1ncollPlete chronological I!I ry of~l!Iyl'lI 

aotivit,y. betwnn 1900 and 1917 be worked OD pl'Ob.l8lll8 in clll~lIioal plIre 

III&thematice, in particular the theor,r of numberu, lIin(Ular lnte ral lICjuationa. 

and ;ko hl:S~p;' ae i'UT>otiona of a complex vartable. His bQOk "Die Idee del' 

ki8lUl'1lllSOhen neohe- created 8 nev brancb of uth ticl t')' un1 tin" function-

theory and Geo_trn the influence of thi. book: led dll'P.Otl"y to a l7T1D:ptic 

view of enalyaie. geometry end t.opolo 'J "hieh tat t.~rne l! 0(' tral th_ in 

the lIIath8Jll&t1ca ot todq. fro 1917 to 1923 he. 1I0r'td on t 10 10 iC'1 

foundationa ot I'.B.th"lF.&tiC8: and 111IIInlt81\flOu ly too\(a BOUT" rt in t.h!.' 

deY' lopment of LtnetAin'lI relativity tbecry and its len .raliz&t.ionl. he 

discovered the first "unified field theory- in wbiob the .azwell field .Dpears 

alolJi with th!I gravitational field &IIr a geo_trical ProJl'!rll of epace-t1ma. 

TIlt. theory he S)on rejeoted ae bein8 without amp1.riol!l foundation, but it. 

remaina at least al pl Ul)lble 811 ~' of tha other UIl1!ied theoriee "hiell 

o elateI'. Betlf8sn 192) and 193!l he oreated a general theory of matrix 

repre&entationa of CODtinUOua groUPI, which powerfuJ..q a .. bted the crowth 

ot q\l8lltUIII chanica . Be discovered that a larg. proportion ot the 

regulari tiee of q\l8lltllll l)heoolll(!!l8 in atone }lh111i<'lt oan be I1I1derlStood moat 

l1aply by _ana of uoup theory. B7 brin 1D& P'OIlp theor,r into qll&lltua 

'" I118CbanicII he led the way to our IIOdem atyle of thin \t1nfI in ph;ralel . Todq 
'-" 

the inat1noti" reaotion ot evp.l7 thllOr ti al phySicist, confronted with an 

l1I1.xplainad regularity in the behavior of e18111C1nt&ry partiol .. , 1e to postulate 

/. 
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• Atter taking his deJ;l'8e at Oott1ngell. 4171 occUJUed chairs . ~ 

eucce.,iTely at the RTH 1n Z'Irlch (1913-30) , at Oottingen (1930-33) , and 

at the In.t! tute tor Advanced Stud;Y in Priooeton (19':B-~1) . He was electe4 

8 For e1.j;:n Membor or tho Ro7al Society in 1936. l1e WIlS wiee aarried, and 

18 aurrlV1!d b;y a widow and two SOIlI . 

Cheracteristic of I<e,yl was an &eltbetiC slBIIee wilieh dominated 

hie thinldnc on all s~Ls. 1'0 ODCO aaid to 11& half jl)lelng, "IV lIorle 

allIayll ti'ied to unite tha true >lith til beautiful; but when I bad to choose 

one or the other, I ueu.al.l¥ chose the beautiful. " Thi8 reuu"" SIIIIIS up his 

peraonallt:r rertecu, . It I!baw~ hi. prol"olUld faith in an ult1lllate harooll¥ 

of nature, in whicb Ula 1811s should inevi teblT exPress theIIlllelves in a 

aat hematioal.l.y b autitul fors:. It B also hi!; r cOiTdtiGn 01 \IIIIIIl 

trail t:r. &.nd hb bUllOIlI' which UwIl78 stopped h1Jl abort or beinl POlllj)Oua . 

Hill friends in Princston will ramellber him al he "alii wh.m ;: lalt SII! him. 

at the Srrlnj! uance of the lnaU t.ute or Adyanced tud,y last "ril; a bi 

jo'lial un, enj071nll hilaa.U splend1~, hie cheerful tace aoo t li.ht 

. tep givi no hint ot hie 1Iut,-- ninII year • • 
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CROSS REFERENCE 

""'" DU,.,. &. I/' ~ f', :;...,.-- j), ~, :t-t '1 t> •• • -, I!.. ,JI -. 

ki. ::t~..,f 1.1J~ !t £.0, 

, \ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED ST UDY 

PRI N CETO N , NE W JER SEY 

OfFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

DMr Hr. 

lou h&Tt ask __ tID Uplain the ot. '-
!nit te tf1t nIlI*l $ 1n 1953 ac4 1954 to late 

LanlAlln .: .,-1. 

IDrtJ. te 21 .56 to ~ \j 1.. a 
~=::~;t. to t_ W..,-l ... recelT'..nc t.ba 
T.. I .Anm.;:1v ..... oc1&t.J.on (1'. :t..l.A.) .. a reaaU of h1tr 
Prot .. llOI'8b1p at IMt.1t.ut.e. Wt181:1 f'rQC8AOr ..,1 cce to the Inlti , 
1\ t t.bat aurln& u. .. 11 ot ;roan :I.lI » 
CCIQl.4 i pin a Pro! a\ th. Ill8t1l1lt.e prtor 110 r.ur-t, 1;h wai1.l.d. 
be 1Deutl1el t. J11t.e pa1 to tha T. I.!.! . pUn to altoN h a · 

0J'\aDle N t. 1 It. .... tore, Ull.Ilantood t.b&t. alter 
n t.,. U~ ~, ou~ ot ~ IDIIUtlaw'. pensl acCOlIDt 
tor ita £aculV •• 1IC4 addit.ional • .. 1IO~ be Dlcee U'J to brine to 
t8. • • tal _to .-qUable tl"OlII both T.l.A.! • ..-nai aDtJ. ~ 
~tal. the lJ.at1tM1t.e. ...rw • e,y1 Ntired 1n 1951. be 
be le en u.d to allWl. 11. t.a1 ta &;>;II' tAd 

1,,200 •• 7Qr. bence, 1n 1 3. 4MUtUt.e paid t.ba lUll 0 
,23 .56 to Prot WerI. 1n a.oooNaAGe nUl U.a obi U , ac4 ill 1954 

Ukew1 .. paid' ,2 .. U 1n prano. 1'Nn .. wi other i 
ot c Uon, t.Jw bUtuta CI&ll,y lf1~ld edoaI' t.uaa 

th. ta 10 palc!. 

At or 2ro.t ear WI'. nU nt, a r IIOd 
tbe Board or tea. ot t.be IDII tilt. ~ d.eoLct.cl oIt r 
Pro.t •• acr W.,l a 1p 1n lJwt.1t1l t r (3) J'lU'a 
JulT 1. 1l'Sl to J .)0, 1954. Profi lor W.,1 _ at t u., 
alter hie I l1Yina in Zuri • wit. .l'l.aorl, it ... tooc1 that 
» De able to 1n ran at \H IDatJ. w_ tor 0D4< DI t 
ot a 0 year. It _. tAenIaN, deeidK to otter to Proteaear 
We,y1 • t-in-a1cl,. as .. IIOZ'II&llT offer Olll' bra, in t.bI unt 
of ,000.00 tor .is (6) IICIftUl taw.. 0) • a 
,..... M Cow. be 1ft net oe.t 1M IDItitute . TbI Inat.1tuta'a 
bnd..t. tor each el Teen.u!.ed lor. lo, lOJ"ant to ?ror .. 1IOl' 
We,y1. It .. CIOn laW that • port.1.cA ot • ,000. \).1 til) aUa. 

, 
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hot8UOl' V.,l .. a18tance in the plD'lJUit. o£ further .tud1u or .... 8U'Ch in 
b1I a,.o1lll1M4 tLe.llW o.t t.hIIaUca, a::aI1 t.bat • porUon of t.he grant 
WOl11.d be ~ to CO'Y8Z' 'UpCUlea tor ProtU80l' aIIIll1ra. We,}'l'e t.l'a'ftl Era. 
!w1tlle:rland to tb.e IMt1~w ., Pr1Ilaeton eel ntlU'D. 

1'l1'. Marton Ilfit.. 
SJS1tb. itntton and W1M 
37 aulfiah stnet 
Prinocton, _ .1'hf/I1 
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BERGSTRASSE 27 

ZURICH 

.fUh~ 
l~ h~ ~fUthU.I ~/k-/tkvt.­

~ ~~ "uti Ud ~ IlL tllU/ ~t. id~ 
1~;Ultll4r" L,utrllu. ~4A.I~~ 
t/U ~ ~ ~ Ii4 ~jUk ~Ud.)~ V1Ut..(ft, 

~fU4 .tW. ~"#frU-'J r4 ~ a ~jV J 

~ # ! ~ ~ bu' ~ II /~U4."'444' 'tAt Hu ~~_ 
~IVI "i ~ N.bveA ~,4.~. 

/14 ~/1tU1 "~4.~ ~ ?~~ ~ ~ ~_ 
~ ~""~tf ~k.U~.~/~"'J'<#4' ~ 7. 
rIi« i(I. ~'U u ~ )~'1 ~ ~~~ .J.t.u dt..tL 

~~ if ~ &jro/ULVllA l,~. ~~~ 'i ~ ~ lI"t4je... 

i4~d-iWAJ ' 
.,f-t f-tvi ~tA-t~ I«~ ,; ~ rtlJ' ~ ,;' Inl....I 

~r ~uJtu. ~ 1~'Z!::~:}~/4Qer'~ 4 

kt.t u: ~ ~ y~, h~ 4.Q ' ~M-~ 4L 

~ ~ tP , elll\4 ty-r ~ ~~ ~ ~.£~ ~ 
~~." ¥ ~ 1l4d.ut ~~~d~ ~~ 
U IuIU4i ~ Uu It .lA~ ~,. .J ~ h~M ~ ~ J ~~ ~~_<" ~ . 
VtAy~~~~. 

\rill -tu ~ ~ A IZ~ ltit.r f~ 
/4 ILU 1- }~, 

.,;'~ ( ~ 1ty. 

I 
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Please circulate: 

Prof. Beurling V /' 
Prof. Chemiss '/ 
Prof. Dyson""­
Prof. Glldel V 
Prof . GoldmanJ..-
Prof. Kantorowicz V'­
I':'Q l' , 1; .. e 
Prof. Meritt V 
Prof . Montgomery \..#' 

Prof. Morse v 
Prof . Panofsky ~ 
Prof. Selberg v 
Prof . Stewart ·v 
Prof . Thompson v 
Prof. Veblen I­
Prof. Whitney V 
Pro f. W oodwarq. '" 
Prof . Yang V 
P .... ! . L ...... ,z, 

And return to Director 's office . 
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Seminar fiir alte Geschichte der Universitiit Basel, Augustinergasse 19 

Vorsteber : Prof. A. Alfoldi, Sevogelotrasae 144 

• Dear Dr . Oppenheimer, 

tb Basle,dec.13 ,1955 • 

As soon as I got your telegram,I thought to follow your lead calling 

on the widow of the late I1ermann lVeyl,and joining the gathering -a very 
, 

illustrious one- yes terday in Zu~ch.I ordered a very beautiful wreath, 

-laurel branches with yellow roses and a silk ribbon in appropriate 

color ,with thefnscriPtion: TO HIS UNF'ORGETTABE ~1r~!BER TilE INSTITUTE FOR 

ADVANCED STUDY PRINCETON . 

Tti,{il wreath was promia ently displayed on the ceremony whicb 

was worthy to the deceased and very impressive . There ~ere only three 

speakers : one Princeton frieid,whos ename I did not p;rasp ,but you will 

cerainly know who he was, a professor of the ETII and the burgomaster 

of his native town ; thei£" farewell was interwoven with musical inter -

ludes . The Institute played a prominent role in both the s pe~che.!L Qf_$;. 
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t I ( J"b I irl 'J U( ., 

the colleagues; your personal message for the 70th bi~hday of Weyl 

was quoted by the speaker of the ETH. 

I would like to join to these lines my best wishes for Christ­

mas and the New Year, as well to you and the yours as to the Faculty 

and the Institute. 

Yours very truly 

1/ 1 

I n 

,'f 

'I 

L 1 

• t 
- ~- ~ -

I . I 

1 ( 

vII 

1 

I 

ti 

/? /? ~----:::.-------~ .. ;;;t-hL---.. 
fndl£~l~~ <- y 

1 
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COP Y 

Professor Robert Oppenheimer 
Director, Instiwte for Advanced Stud,y 
Princeton, New Jersey 
U. S. A. 

Dear Rober t: 

COP Y 

Bergstrasse 27 
ZUrich 

November 27, 1955 

Many wer e the messages I received on the occasion of my 
seventieth birthday, but none gave me deeper satisfaction than the 
poem in my pr aise which you cabl ed me in the name of the whole 
facul ty of the Ins ti wte . My sincere t hanks to you and every facul"tiY 
memberl How could I help to feel proud when I read it, but also: 
how could I help blushing! For I am only too aware of how short of 
the goal I had aimed at my arrows fell. But this, I think, is true: 
the will was good - though the flesh was weak. 

Perhaps the Zurich years before 1930 were the most fruitful 
of my life scientifically, but the years at the Institute were the 
happiest . When Hella and I came over to America in the critical 
year 1933, a new light shone upon us; open doors and friendship we 
found everywhere, and at the Instiwte such a light-winged human 
and scientific atmosphere as we had never breathed before. We felt 
at home in Princeton almost from the very first day. And to parti­
cipate in the Institute's early development was certainly a unique 
experience . 

To the last breath of my life I shall be grateful for what 
the Institute has given me: a free and untrammeled opportunity for 
working in solitude and for communicating under ideal conditions 
with the many scientists who passed through our gates as temporary 
members; above this : the enjoyment of the friendship of my colleagues 
and of our always perfectly harmonious collaboration. 

I hope, these ties will never breakJ 

With the sincerest thanks and best wishes to all of you 

yours forever 

/s/ Hermann Weyl 

Hermann Wayl 
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745 Lexmgton Avenue 

New York 22, New York 

December 21, 1955 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N • .J . 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

Thanks for sending me a copy of Dr . Weyl 's 
letter to you . His passing, suddenly and 
in such apparent good health, was a breat 
loss to the Institute and to learning in 
general. It must be a source of great 
satisfaction to you in having had so active 
a share in the production of the volume 
of his selected writings . 

Thanks again, and 

J~ 
IUchael Schaap 

edv 
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Dear John • . 
Thank TOU tor JOur note. Henann WIIT1'1I 

trite, 111_, .... "ith him at the t.1Ju of hill 
death. 8_ 1a .in ZlD'1oh, at 27 Berptrulle. 
I ba,.. b&c1 _0 letten holD WIIT1, ma1led jut 
beton hi. death. 0 .. ot tha ,,111 be oolll1.ni 
JOur "eT. 

Robert Oppenhe1111u 

Dr. John lulton 
Ille Un1nrll1v Sohool ot l1edioine 
3D Cedar 8t1'Ht 
lew Huen 11, Conneoticut 

, 

W' 

• 

., 

• 

.. 

, . 

, 
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BELGIAN AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION. INC, 

H08EItT HOOVn 

MOHO,.""" c:.HAIII.IU,," 

THE CONN'.S'ON FOR RELJEP' IN BELGIUM 

GltAy~ 8UILCINa 

420 LUINGTON AVIlHUIl 

NIEW YORK 17, H. Y. 

Decembpr 9,1955 

Dr . Robert Oppenreimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
frinceton , New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

'TUUHONIl 

NUll"" HILL •• , .... 

It is distress'ng to have the 
sad news of Professor Hermann Weyl's 
unexpected death . I trust I may be 
associated with any acts of sympathy 
expressed to Mrs . ~eyl on behalf of 
the Trustees that may be appropriate. 

PCG:m 

Since rely yours, 

? ....... _", ~eS'::L-.j .. --h~~.--~ 
PERRIN C. GALPIN 

b .... s ldenb ____ 
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YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

333 CEDAR STREET • NEW RAVEN 11 . CONNECJ1CUT 

Dtp/Jrl,"~nt of the History of Mtdicim 

HWoriclJ1 Lilmnl' 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced 
Princeton, New Jersey 

My dear Oppie: 

12 December 1955 

Study 

It was good of you to wire me 
about Hermann Weyl. From the account 
of him in the Times on Sunday I am not 
very clear about his wife. Was she 
with him in Zurich or is she at Prince­
ton? His death will be a great loss 
to the Institute. 

Very sincerely yours, 

)(1-
John Fulton 
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sf-diJw...J' ~ /4,v·1, ~ 
I " /f(rf 

We at tile Institute, and the whole COI!I!nuniW ot sc1entillte and 

scholars throughout the world, mourn the death of Hermann Weyl-sudden 

and, despite his 18U'8. unt1mely. We have the record of his put great, 

VlU'ied, long-continuing contributions to creative mathematicl! and 

mathematical physics. We mourn not only hie work undons, but his wiedom, 

hie immense .cope and human11;y, his understanding, and hie friendship_ 
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I-- .)£,P?fi - I 

r: M' 

{slt r / 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 

THIS S . OEOF"CARD IS FOR ADDRESS 

Office of the Registrar 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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Gentlemen: 
Date Sept . 26, 1960 

We have received a report of the death of the following 
individual who is scheduled for inclusion 1n the 10th Edition 
of AMERICAN MEN OF SCIENCE: 

Prof. Claus Hugh Hprmann Way1 
Since it is our policy to include only biographies of 

those living, it is necessary that we obtain confirmation of 
this report. We cannot print obituary lines without confir­
mation. 

Your prompt reply with dates on the return postcard will 
be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ <>-\ --.::: c:~ 
Jaques Cattell, Edito~ 
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DOME STIC SEA ICE WE S T E R N Cheek tbe cl.aaI of service deeirfll ; 1206 Cbec:kt.bew..ofaeni.d.lred; 
ot.herwiae thi. m_,. wiJlbe ot.benri..lhit mQU&e will be 
.ent .. a fullrale..t.elecnun .Kntat. therull rattl 

FULL RATE U ·N I 0 N FUll LETtER , 
TELEGRA ... SERIAL 

RATE TELEGRA", 

~t:nER NIGHT ,~ICTOR'f Sri lP 
, 

LETTER / LiTTER RADIOGRAM I .... W . ,.. MA RSHALL. PR •• ,DI.NT 

NO. WOS.-CL. OF SVC. PD. ORCOLL. CASH NO. CHARGE10 THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILEO 

• 
. 

ill IIr1ab 
P r m·II.,.~ diIJIl ~~/ot • ___ aIIIlll'P'-;ZPMDt.l-.n .,-.. 

lID' '0,... ... ' 

sent 12/£9/55 to Trustees and absent Facult;y 
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Dr. Oppenhei,mer 

WESTER 
, UNIO 

9 Dec. 19.5.5 

From: Wallhington, D. C. 

saddened. b;y 1181(8 ot Dr. Wql'. 1IJ!a:peoted death. Please cOI'IYfIT Wf¥ prot01l1!d 
Q'BIPIItJ17 to h1a t~ wOlle 1IhereI.bout. I do not know. 

, 
, 
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ClASS 0" S r.I.Vla 

Thl. It a fan IDC:IoUIC 
URIc:u '" dcfC:fTed eha,· 
anCT i,lndkatcd by ,he 
proper .,.mbol. 

W. P. MAR.HALL. ~."'U~'''T 

The: filh" dme: ihown 'n ,he: dare II nc: o n domnrk tc:lqnmll. STANDARD TIME at pc:Mn' of o~n. T ime of rccdpc I. STANDARD TIME a, poiru of dcsrin"ion 

PA 220 
--=..... 

P CDV501 2 0 PO I NTL=CD ZURICH VIA RCA 8 

:LT RO BERT OPPE NHA I MER= 

!955 DEC 8 I 
PM 4 3 

2110= 

I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUY=PRINCETO N (NJER)= 

:HER MAN N DIED TODAY COMPLETELY UNEXPECTEDLY OF A 
I 

HEART ATTACK REGARDS= 

ELLE N \'I EYL= 

~4( e ~ 
~ NG. __________ --- T_ -- ..t& 

~EOiO-~- .. 
. a~ ?~--- ----.--.. - -::; k ... 

.... _~c.. 0 BlBE~"'y/;f,-~--
A ••• :t -0 _ 

.. ,..it~.-... ----.-.--- V -

~P1S --.-.. _-.- ,. 

-
THr. CO MPANY WILL A,.-pItr.Cl AT~ SUGGESTIONS PltOM I TS PATaON S CON Cl aN l NO ITS nlt.vIC! 
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Dear Robert: 

BERGST RASSE 27 

ZU R ICH 

December 6, 1955. 

It seems to be about time to let you know when I shall come 

back to Princeton. Probably, I am sorry to say, a little later 

than the beginning of the term, maybe even als late as the end of 

January . Ellen has not felt well all the last weeks, she is under 

medical examination and the diagnosis is not yet clear. So she 

feels unable to make a decision now. I also have some slight trouble 

with my heart - although the electrocardiogramm indicates no per­

ceptible change . Can you wait a little longer for a definite notice? 

In the meantime let Pauli be my substmtute! 

With kindest regards, also from Ellen and to Kitty, 

yours 

Hermann Weyl 

'\ 
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Professor Robert Oppenheimer 

BERG5TRA55E 27 

ZUR ICH 

December 6, 1955 

Director, Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, N. J . 
U. S. A. 

Dear Robert : 

My letter of Nov. 27 was incomplete: I forgot to mention the 
most important item: the "Selecta Hermann Weyl", a provisional 
copy of which was handed over to me by Prof. Eckmann at a banquet 
given to me by the Department of Mathematics and Physics of the 
Eidgenossische Techntche Hochschule on the eve of my seventieth 
birthday . The publishers Birkhauser in Basle did a fine job : it 
is an impressively lo oking volume . I got wind of the enterprise 
first from you, but was soon asked by the Zurich people for c oope­
ration concerning a few details; iO particular they discussed the 
selection of papers with me . 

Apart from the few lears in Gottingen, first as Privatdozent 
and then as Hilbert's successor , my whole scientific life was divi­
ded between the ETH Zurich and the Institute in Princeton. A bet­
ter lot could hardly have fallen to a mathematician! Therefore it 
gave me great satisfaction that these two institutions joined hands 
in editing this volume of Selecta . 

This letter is written to express my sincerest and warmest 
thanks to the one party, the Institute for Advanced Study, inclu­
ding you, the Trustees, and whoever among the members of the Insti­
tute had a share in accomplishing this work. I hope, it will make 
those papers it contains more accessible and readable, and will be 
consulted , at least now and then, by our young mathematiciansl 

Most cordially yours 

Hermann Weyl 
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Professor Robert Oppenheimer 

BERGSTRA SS E 27 

Z U R ICH 

November 27 , 1955. 

Director, Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey 
U. S. A. 

Dear Robert: 

Many were the messages I received on the occasion of my 
seventhieth birthday, but none gave me deeper satisfaction than the 
poem in my praise which you cabled me in the name of the whole 
faculty of the Institute. My sincere thanks to you and every fa­
culty member! How could I help to feel proud when I read it, but 
also: how could I help blushing! For I am only too aware of how 
short of the goal I had aimed at my arrows fell. But this, I think, 
is true: the will was good - though the flesh was weak. 

Perhaps the Zurich years before 1930 were the most fruitful 
of my life scientifically, but the years at the Institute were the 
happiest . When Hella and I came over to America in the critical 
year 1933, a new light shone upon us; open doors and friendship 
we found everywhere, and at the Institute such a light-winged hu­
man and scientific atmosphere as we had never breathed before~ We 
felt at home in Princeton alm~st from the very first day. And to 
participate in the Institute's early development was certainly a 
unique experience. 

To the last breath of my life I shall be grateful for what 
the Institute has given me: a free and untrammeled opportunity 
for working in solitude and for communicating under ideal condi­
tions with the many scientists who passed through our gates as 
temporary members; above this: the enjoyment of the friendship of 
my colleagues and of our always perfectly harmonious collaboration. 

I hope, these ties will never break! 

With the sincerest thanks and best wishes to all of you 

yours forever 

4" C ............ 

Hermann Weyl 
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Hr. Berger, Voice of Alleric.,i, U.S. Information Agency, 250 W. 57th 
St., JUdson 6, 1.200. Sent down tape recording he made with Professor 
Wey1. and Ceo1.ine Underwood in connection with the death of 
Professor Einstein. Does not "ant it back. 
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) Augut 19S5 

Dear Sin, 

The lnat1 tut. tor A4'taIIOII4 8tu1V' 
cIou not haft • pbotoSl'aph of Prot ..... 
Bumann WIITl that ,.. CD ul4 1en4 70U. Iou 
lllight willh to oontaot Prot •• IOI' WIITl lWaIelf 
at the toll..cM1ng addrelll' 

Prot"1IGI" Heruzm WIITl 
B .. ptruM 17 
Zurioh, Swi ... luIIt 

I am .or:q ,.. oannot be of help 

Gerhard 8**111n& Vvlq 
R1ttel'lw ... 2-6 
Oldenbura, GezuaT 

• 

81nC8l'~ TOurl, 

.(lira. "... B.-aba) 
Ott1oe ot the DinotOI' 

, 

) 
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GERHARD STALLING AG -DRUCK-UND VEBLAGSHAUS 

OLD'KNBVltO (OLDS)' RITTBB8TD.&88£ .·8 

Institute for Advanced Study 

Finehall 

Princeton , U.S.A. 

Sehr geehrte Herren ! 

v ..... 1I: ltIlICM •• ... 
Ca/Bi 15·7.1955 

In uneerem Ver1age erscheint im Herbst ds . Jrs . das Werk 
"Forscher und Wisssnschaftler im heutigen Europa" als 
Fortsetzung der Reihe "Gesta1ter unserer Zeit", die wir 
im vorigen Jahr begonnen haben . Innerha1b dieses Werkes 
bringen wir auch eine Biographie von Hermann Weyl. Wir 
Di:ichten ennehmen, deB sich ein Bild des Autors in Ihrem 
Besitz befindet und waren Ihnen ausserordent1ich dankbar, 
wenn Sie una ein oder mehrere Fotos zur Ausws h1 1eihweise 
zuschicken konnten. 

Mit bestem Dank fUr Ihre Bemtihungen und verbind1ichen 
Empfeh1ungen 

Ihr sehr ergebener 

GERr.1? ~~,~LAG 

Q.4l tl.u.;, ~ It#~ , 

rlLur I,,'-'!"CJ 11 \-.11..(,1 

Vontaad: Dr. W. Mlca..u. nd 80 ... 111 V .. zk"SW1iIlI' Vonluu d .. Allbidaw.leI: H .. d...u.IDUJ', .. ldnl W. T.uu.e 

Te1esr-.-d_: St.JIID ..... 1aa; O\dnbttrpldb . !Makkoalea: Oldubarsl.u.. I...aQd_baU: AG. Nr. 1m; 

8,.,1lI." La.ode2buk. Oldubu"l, Nr. t1n . P~uchec::kk08tO: IhllllOYU Nr. 91 59 
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HAROLD BLUMENFELD 
H"W.~ICTUftl:. IlDITOft 

4CU EIGHTH AVIEHUI: 

NKW YOftK 1. N . Y. 

GENERAL OFFICES 
NEWS BUILDING NEW YORK CITY 

May 6 , 1955 

Director of Public Relations 
Institute of Advanced Sciences 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Sir: 

On April 25th we asked whether you could make available to us 
a picture of Professor Hermann Weyl, of Zurich, Switzerland. 

We have had another request for his photograph and we wonder 
if we may expect receiving it soon. 

yours, 

HBLU:ABB 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



/ 

5 IlIiY 1955 

Dear I'lr. Blumenfeld: 

Thank lOU for lOur enquir,y of 
April 25th. I am sorry that.,e do not 
have a photograph ot Professor We;yl 
which we could smd to 'you. I have 
triAld to reach Professor Weyl to uk 
b1m if be had one, but he has been out 
of town, and I do not know when he will 
return. 

I regret that ... oannot be of 
help to you. 

Sinoarel.y yours, 

(I'lrs. Wilder Hobson) 
Secretar.1 to the Director 

I'lr. Harold Bl.umeni'eld 
Newspitcure. Editor I 

United Preee Aesoclltiona 
46l Eighth Avenue 
New York 1, New York 

• 
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GENERAL OFFICES 
NEWS BUILDING NEW YORK CITY 

HAROLD BLUMENFELD 
H~W.~ICTUR~. ~DITOR 

401 EIGHTH AV IENUa 

Nl!"w YO"K 1. N . Y. 

Director of Public Relations 
Institute for Adv~ced Sciences 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Sir: 

April 25 , 1955 

We havu had a request for a photograpb of Professor Hermann Weyl, 
of Zurich , Switzerland, who is now at t he Institute, 

If you have a photograph which you can make available to us , we 
would appreciate it if you would mail it to this address, 

HBLU:A3B 
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

LECTURE 

WHY IS THE WORLD FOUR-DIMENSIONAL? 

., 
HERMANN WEYL 

PROI"IESSOR 01" MATHE",,,"TICS EMIERITUS AND MIEMBIER 

THE IN STITUTE I"OR ADIIANCI:D STUDY 

PRINCETON . NEW JERSIlY 

TUESDAY. 29 MARCH lass 

AT FOUR O 'CLOCK 

THE SCIENTIFIC PUBLIC IS INVITED 

Til" WILL BIE SIERIiIEO 

I"OLLOWING THIE LIECTURIE 

2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE 
WASHINGTON , D . C. 

" ... "'UNG IN ItK ... 1t 01' .UU. OING 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
OFFICE OF THE DlRECTOR 

P1u.1'fCETON. NEW JERSEY 

10 March 1955 

Memorandum to Professor WeYl : 

Would you be willing to represent 
us? 

Rober t Oppenheimer 

~I 
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• 

. attached I Request to designate representat~ve to the Centener~ Celebrations 
of Swiss Federal Institute of Technology. 

F om filled out by RO 3/11/55 

Henu.nn WlITl 
Bergstr. 27 
Zurich 

• 
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EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE 
ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE FEDERALE 
SCUOLA POLlTECNrCA FEDERALE 

SWISS FEDERAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The Swiss Federal Institute of Technology to 

The Institute of Advanced Study 

Princeton 

Gentlemen, 

Referring to the enclosed "Announcement" we invite you to take 

part in the Centenary Celebrations in autumn 1955 by sending 

delegate ,whom the Institute will take pleasure in con­

sidering as its Guest 0/ Honour. 

We hope to be able to wdcome your representative and assure you 

of our high esteem. 

For 

THE SWISS FEDERAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Th;{resid.nt of the Board, 

I~ou~. 
The- Recror: 

Zurich, February 1955 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Robert: 

Uarch 8, 1954 

!twas very kind of you to recolllI:lend to our board of 
trustees the extension through 1954-55 of my present 
arrangement l'Iith the Institute . You know how close I 
feel to the Institute, and I therefore gladly accept the 
invitation with thanks to you and the Trustees, in the 
hope that I may still be able to contribute a little to 
the scientific life of our community. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours , 

)~~~1'~~ 
Hermann Weyl 

Hl'lcdu 
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BERGSTRASSE 27 

ZURICH 

A/~ . .. ~ ~7, /Pr~ . 

~ I 
I 
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With ft1I:nr 

• 

ttat 
tot 

Co to • organ 

\ 

22 l~ 

Itrs. llarnett 
"i.s~c1 
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At lan v.k'e ...t1D« ot tbe Board ~ rnwt •• , 
I no ",,, .. ! tbe ateae'--~ ... tbe In'" ta ,.&1' 
19Sh-S'S ot tbe pre ... U'I'IID ...... , vtlel'lb7" ... 
...,].,. to lOu. 8J'Mt of $4,000 to hoU1tate JWI' 
OOI't"1 to tbe J'DeU.~ut.e tor .... ral.1IGIlt.be dIIJ'1JIc that 
,.... !be tru\elo "1'8 del1&bte4 to oODf1N the &I'IWIII­._nt, and I look tCll'Wl'd to JOUl' 1'8\1l1'li tor .. 10111 _ 
lOU GAIl _II it 1D tbe 0ca1Dg ,.&1'. At that tiM VII. 
M7 v1eh to clUouee fIDother exteDdoae. 

With ""1"7 wara 11004 vUb, 

~eeor BelUlD We71 
J'DeU.taM tar AdnDoeci staq 
Pr1aoetcm, lev Jenq 

001 Mr. Morp!1 
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July 3, 1951 

Dear Hennamll 

It _s good to have your S1I'8et letter. I am so happy at 
your corning baok to the Institute, and would feel forelorn were that 
not assured. 

As for the immediate question o-i: your leoturing at the 
ETH and receiving remuneration for that, I cannot conceive that anyone 
would object, and cer1.a1nly I have no objecti on at all. 

latty and I aend our beat to you and Ellen, and hope you 
will have a happy time and come back to Princeton where your friends will 
be awa:!. ting your return. 

Professor Hermann Weyl 
Bergstrasse 21 
ZUrich, Sw1.tserland 

Robert Oppenheimer 

( I 
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an to "J' tl9~OQl.atc!) l-:crc, to have '70' cO!'lt1-"'t: I OM • 

'11gro 11' ro on :10 re !!.117 rorr2l!octa ~t tho illStituto !wi 'lopod 
to 0 1 t Ho ~ tl'.e .rut ar tha.'l 70'! wo are nly 
sor l' V ... t your P' 0 r ta • .n1 !".oro . u and tJl!.'6 
lJO cuc:.'1 !:uI; pin. il. k ':P :roc l°ro beil1 m th t:s alllaJ • 

rotooaor . "8:71 
lnBti tu.. tor Ath"IUI "tady 
->rincoton, • J . 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



TH E INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCE D STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE. OF T ilE DIRECTOR 

( 

Dear Prot ... or lfe,i I 

Copy to Mr. '1~ 
MU. Trinterud 
iii.. tblerwo04 

It. gin. me creat r 1euuro to 0 70u the unanilIous 
vote ~ the F~u1 t.y and the Board ot • ot th lW ti tate lor 
Ad .... noecl Study, a eraMp in t he ~ e tor the nut thr .. 
aoademic yean, trOll July 1, 19S1 ) • 19S4. In tM. wa;, we 
hope that 70u will be able t o ret l naUtute for at least 
one teI'II in each or th ••• ye tend your rint .. !IIuch .. 
70ur own conYemenee makell D ~fer you a grant-in-ai d 
of $14 ,000 tor each lIuch t. . 

I need hardly: te . Y r am, and how DIIIoh it will 
mean to your UIIOOia 70u oontinue to be ona at us. 
There i. no on. wh l'8 representa what the I nat1t.ute baa hoped 
to do am what ita b p.. he future are than you l 1M we are o nly 
Borry that your pe aments, whicb aftord 70U am thus 1a 
.0 III.Ich bapp1nee., f rom be1l1& wit h UII al. ... ,.. 

Prot.eor HeJ'lll8l1ll Y:ey1 
Institute lor Advanoed studT 
Princeton, II . J . 

Si ncerely 70ur8, 
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DOMESTIC SERVI WE S T E R N Check lh. ~ of Hr"t'icedMlred ; 1006 Cbecktbec:UOraem • .s.u.cIi 
othenn.. tm. m,....,c will be Mberwi.e lhlI ~ wfll be 

.ent .. . fullrale te1qnm • .ut.aUhe full rat. 

FULL RATE SER IAL. U N I 0 N FULL , LETTER 
TELEGRAM RATE TELEGRAM 

DAY NLGHT VICTORY SHLP 

"'LETTER LETTER ! I' w. P . MARSH A L L . PRIIBI D£NT . , LETTER ~ADLOGRAM II' 
NO. WDS.·CL. OF SVC. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FI LED 

Sa .. . 8.\ cable lY88age to Wql trca h1a ooll.eaguaa at. th8 InlIt.1t.ut.. 
8uue8t. TOU read it. a\ ~D1.J diDner. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

On this happy occasIon, the celebration of your 70th 
birthday, we, your collea ues in the Institute for 
A vanced study, send you our heartieat con ratu1at ani 
a our ost cordial good wtshes. Lik all the world 
ot aclen06 and so olarshlp 8 honor you for y? r ,raat 
and 10ng-oont1nued oontributions to creative Mathe atics 
.nd for your .Ide-ranging an profound i11winatton of 
phtlosophica1 thought, but we also wisb to •• aure you 
of our sincere and abidi ~ gratltude tor tbe universal 
interest and untirinG devotion that you have lavlshed 
upon our InstItute in all ita .epects from its earlieat 
yeara, for your wlse counsel and energetl0 servioe>to 
whlob we owe suoh a larse measure of its suooessful de­
velop~ent . an for the sen! 1 humantty with which you 
have endeared yourself to all of ue. a are proud n d 
happy that even &rtap your formal retirement you con­
tinue to glva us a portion of YDur tl a each year and 
renew by yo prasenoe the spirit that yOJ i~planted 

here. Way you long oontinue 1n health and h pp n as 
to give the world tbe benefit of YJur creative tho ,ht 
an teaching and to tve u the pleasure of y~ur co -
pan)' . 
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October 31, 1950 

Cable received qy Professor Artin at Princeton University. 

Arrival delayed qy a cold until Monday 6th. Will cable flight number. 
Please notify Institute. 

Hermann Weyl 
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Dear Professor W~ll 

I am just back floom vacation and I am not sure 1Ihether I 
wrote )'Ou acknow1~ ;rour check for Kiss Blake. At IlV rate, I meant· 
to and also to tell )'OU that lfinakshi arrived and is IlOIf in OklahCIM, 
apparently giving lectures. He w1l.l be back in Princeton during August 
and Septainber. , He looked very hungtIIry, ot.herl'fise just the same. 

There is one problem about which I whould like your advice. 
Dr. Ramenatban' was appointed as your assistant for: next yearJ this means 
that he is put 011 a taxable basis and must have permission trom tha 
IDaigration authorities :1n order to accept a salary sinoe he is in this 
countr,r on a student's visa. To get this permission is quite a comp11-
cated process, as was the case of Dr. Rlidstrolll last ;rear, but if neoessary 
we can make application and I am sure the permiasion will h given. Hew­
ever, if Dr. Ramanathan is not going to perform IIJV formal duties for ;rOIl -
and he does not seem to knmr whether that is what ;you have :1n mind - 1t 
.. ould be very simple to transfer ;rour assistant's fund to the members grant­
in-aid flmd and leave Dr. Rtmpnathan on his present yiBa nth a non taxable 
stipend. I do not kIlOIf the background of hill appointmentJ but Dr. Oppenheimer 
did write Dean Tqlor about graduate admission for Ramanathan and in hill 
l.ettar to Dean Taylor, he lltated that RampMthan 'ft8 to be ;rour assilltant,. 
r do not pre_ it lIOuld make IIJV differenoe to the Graduate School in 
my case. But I thought I should mention it in the event that this lI'oulcl 
have 1IC1118 be~ on Ramanathan's appointme~. We cannot pq ft.eIMDAtbm 
PII1 salary until he has either changed his rlsa or obIingecl his statua to 
that of plain I11811\bership. He tells IDIi that he ~ plenty- of money to carry 
him through September, 110 there is no imDediate problem. I 1I'Ould appr8Qiate, 
however, knaw:l.ng whether his appointment should remain an asllistanteh1p or 
1Ihether it lI'ould be possible to transfer your assistant:., fund to the Dl!!!!!bar­
ship~ 

All 1s quiet at the Institute at present. 11188' Under1I'Oocl lIe_ 
to be very haPPT lltarting her job, and Jl:I.aIl Blaka 18 llpending ;. great deal of 
her t1me 1I'1tb her. I am very lIorry to see ]ll.s1I BlaIat leave ua. 

I hope you are thoroughly enjoying yourself. 

(1Ir1l. John D. Leary) 
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June 29. 1950 

Dear Professor Weyl : 

Thank you 80 much for your letter with the check for Uiss 
Blake. We have quite a sum collected as a gift for her. I wish she were not 
leaving. I think it is s~. 

Ilinakshisundaram neY!" t.I1ro ugb here last week. He arrived 
in llElW"d.l'k the only passenger on a seventy seat Fly:Ing Tiger J He is now in 
Oklahoma - nnd the cood college there Bent their private plane to meet him. 
We e::pect him back later. Chandra has written that he hopes to be in Princeton 
for the month following the Congress. He seems to be more conservative than 
Ilinakahi and is wait..:ine for official confirmations. 

It is good to know you are enjoying Zurich. When you see 
the Paul1s tell them I am enjoying their house. I do not know whether ProfesBor 
Siegel i l' DtDl wi t.h you. lYe are ti:yil'ig to get lI:Jrd through the Department of 
State about Schneider and Eichler, but BO far have been unsuccessful. , 

Profes sor Hermann l'leyl 
27 Ber[;straase 
Zurich. Swi tzerland 

Yours sincerel,y, 

(Urs. John D. Leary) 
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May 8, 1950 

Dear Mr. Chester: 

I am sorry for the delay in coming in touch with 
you about the picture of Professor Hermann Weyl. I have checkod 
all our records here; but we have none. Also, the Life Magasine 
runs that I have do not c n tain a picture. Uy only suggestion 
is that you get in touch with Professor Weyl's son, F. J. '7eyl, 
Route ), Fairfax, Virginia. It may very well be that he or his 
wife will have a suitable picture which they would send to you. 
I am sorry that I could not be of more halp. 

• '-" 
\f t' 

, J \ I ) 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. K. Illester 
Scientific American 
24 w. 40th St. 
Naw York, N. Y. 

Katherine Russell, 
Secretary to t he Director 
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File re pension sent Leidesdorf, Strauss, 
anD. Maass . 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Dear Robert: 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

PRINCETON, NEW JE.RSEY 

Ma,y 2, 1950 

As I told you, I have accepted an invitation 

by Max von Laue to address the first post-war meeting 

of the Deuteche Naturforscher Versammlung in Munich. 

When I accepted I had understood that the meeting would 

take place the week after October 8, but it is nOlf 

scheduled for the week beginning October 23. Under 

these circumstances I should like to ask for leave of 

absence untU the end of October. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
Institute for Advanced Stud;y 
HIV:GB 

/~a ...... t/V 
Hermann Weyl 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE nmECTOR April 24, 19$0 

Dear Professor WeTll 

At the annual. meeting of the Board ot ~stee. ot the 
Institute for Advanced StudT on April 21, 1950, the Budget 
Committee reported on ite consideration ot your request tor a 
clarification of the pension arrangBlllents 88 they bear on a 
supplementary pension for your present lIite. I regret to lIaT 
that the Budget.ColllIll1ttee reported, and the Board arproved, a 
negative detenrl.nation. The Board des.1rad that I coIllIIl1lIl1cate 
thia to you. 

Protessor HBr.mann Weyl 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, II . J. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert Oppenhaimer 
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TIiE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

April 21. 1950 

Memorandum re Profes.or Hermann Weyl 

Contribution. to annuit,r are 5< each from the 
Institute and eelf. annual total of $1,500.00 

Monthly income ayailable at 55 under 
Regular Settlement 313.45 
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Bergstrasse 27 

Zurich 

Mrs. Ellen Baer 

Mr. Hermann Weyl 

take pleasure In announcing 

their marriage 

JllInullilry 19!50 

R.D.S 

Princeton 

New Jersey 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



\ · , 

I."y 26, 1949 

TO \THOll IT l.fA Y C ONCERlh 

This is to certif'y that Professor Bormann Weyl 1s a 
_ber of the Faculty of -the Inst1tute for Mvanced Study. Profesaor 
Way1 .118 appointed to a pemanent positi on OIl our starf in December 
of 1933; and he has maintained continuous residence in Princeton 
uinco that date. Profossor \'fey1 rece!vfJ8 an emu&! salary of 
' 15,000.00 per yoar fro'" the Institute for Advancacl Study. 

Subscribed nrd IIWOrn to bQ.rore me 
this 26th o..y of .}Aay, 1949 

Notary Public Of New Jersey 

Yours s inceroly, 

Robert Oppenheimer 
Director 
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January 26, 19u9 

Dear Judge HutohillSOn I 

Professor neman \feyl has told me of the summOI18 he has 
received to serve as juror for the County of "'ercar. I am writing 
to you in the hope that it may be poss ible to SCUBe Profeseor 
Weyl from thie servioa. He himself has giv9I'l an account of the 
prof(lssional. reasons for asking that he be excused. His work at 
the lII8titute, both as & professor, and on behalf of the Department 
of the Navy, would be seriously interrupted; and many who depend 
on him would be unable to work e.f'fecti vely because of his absenoe. 
In .sdit.1on to this, there are personal reasons which Professor 
Weyl did not mention, but which I would like to give to you. He 
has recently lost his wife. his health is none too gooq; and I 
believe that the burdon of jury duty would prove onerous to him, 
-nd damaging to his future work out of all proportions to the value 
of his services as a juror. 

Hon. Charles p. Hutohinson 
Court House 
Trenton, N. J. 

Respectfully yours, 

Robert Oppenhlll.mer, 
Director 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Fotmd.d by Mr. Louis Bamb.rK.r alld Mrs. Fdir Fuld 

PRiNCETON, NEW JERSEY 

, 

January 26, 1949 

fbo . Charles P. Luten' 80n 
Ccurt house 
Trenton, II . J . 

Si1', -

n is noming I was served a 5 

at the Ccurt liouse in Trentoo oaxt !..ond 

as a petty juror f or Mercer ccunZ!.-.=--......:: 

os to appear 

cuaed because I shall have "0 ~.e and duet a. sem­

inar, a: d ,,0 aUi emBe work ¥C)o the Cl'fice of Naval 

Research, in Ule 11lstitut iV~ eed s tudy during our 

sprine term, which b~B&- 0 til" very da,y. January 31, 
---. 

for which I have b S1!' 
~ _JP6etfully, 

ry SWIGB 
licrmann \lay1 
Profess:> r of !!athemat.i cs 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



p(/~ J-.:1/ ~ ,J 

?..,....:.-.. c....cCA, ./Y. # . 
tJ~, /~ /PV r 

,/ 

eo ~ ~,~W<-- ?~~ __ ~ _ ",./ # . - ~----.,.-r ~" .. " ~ 
~ ~ ~ V">""l, ~ ~ ~~ 
a"",.·v ~~~, ~ 4'"'","",,~ 4 c • I? 

~ r~-r-A- -e-t!c- ..6;.. L~ ...... ___...._.c. .7..... ~ 
...... ..:... ~: ,&V'~ ., .. c(., ~ ~_ ~ ~ 

~ --: ~- - A..../' <'f ~./-'-.c....... /1 - -r--.. ~ 
yt,:c~:"'-<- -L./~ ~, 

r/. ~ ' /. ', - ~. ~~ e4-c ~ ~ 'V'" ... ____ 

tZc, ... ..4 • ..AA...,. /7' c..-4c- ~" ..... .:A ..... ~ ~ 
• 

4.,"~ ~ w~~~- .. 1 '.., ~ . &4' 

ALe... u.."+"-V' .,(.y //~~~/ ~ ~. 
' . .--

~ ~ ~ ~ ~~c---:.~ /~'7 ." 
~,/ ~ ..:..< ~ .c,...;,~~ -<:. ~ ~ 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



.' 

I N M ELl ORIAl! 

HEL E NE W EYL 
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Eine Skizze , nicht so sehr von Hellas , als von unserem gemeinsamen Leben, 

niederGeschrieben Ende Juni 1948. 

Lella, Friederike Bertha relene Joseph, wurde 1893 in der kleinen 

rnecklenburgischen ;)tadt Ribnitz an der ustsee beboren. Ihr Vater war Arzt , 

ein sehr tuchtiGer vielbeschaf'tigter Landarzt, seiner Weltanschauung nach 

ein entschiedener Pos i ti vist r.U t dem uanzen "ufklarunGsoptimisrnus des 19. 

Ja.hrhunderts . Uiese GesinnunG des Vaters brachte as nit sieh, dass die 

Tochter in ihrer hindheit ohne jede Beziehung zur lteligion herallYlUChs . 

'-eder vorn judischen ilekenntnis, dern ihre :;1 tern nominall ani,ehorten , noch 

vorn christlichen l'Iusste sie etwas . ;)ie reli;,iosen Bilder und VorstellunGen, 

die die l.eisten von uns sozusagen mit der Muttermilch einsauLen, wuchsen 

ihr erst spater auf dern Woge uber die bildende J:unst zu. Sie empfing die 

Taufe kurz vor u.'1serer Heirat . Der Schritt war im Einklang mit ihren /m­

schauunben von den bildenden I~arten unserer ~iv1 1isation; aber sie tat 

ihn doch in erster Lillie meiner christlich frommen i ·utter zuliebe . 

Eine j\.ingere SChl"lestel" 'lUchs neben ihr horan, die noch jetzt 1n dem 
" . . vaterlichen Hause lebt als Frau eines Arztes , der spater die vaterliohe 

Praxis ubernahm. llella war und blieb ihren Eltern) solange diese lebten, 

aufs tiefste verbunden. .11e Erei/i:nisse ihres Lebens wurden in langen 

Briefen - sie war eine {,beraus G1anzende Briefschreiberin - der i "utter be­

richtet. ;\1s l>ind fuh!' sie oft mit dem Vater auf Praxis , sei es in seiner 

Kutsche oder im Schlitt en uber die schmalen sohneeverwehten mecklenburgi­

schen Landstrasaen. Vie I,utter entstammte einer alteingesessenen mecklen­

burgiBchen Familie, der Vater war uus POr.llllern zUGe.ro.ndert . liie Familie 

Joseph, insbesondere der Vater , erfreuten B1ch eines grossen Ansehens in 

der Gemeinde und im Lande , und sie stand mit vielen meck1enburgischen Fa­

milien, ink1usive solchen des Landadels , in engen ja intimen Beziehungen. 

Die Schranken der Rasse und Koni'ession 'f.ren dwnals in Deutschland keines­

wegs undurchbrechbar . 

Die Anlagen des Kindes bc~tilTu".ten die Eltorn frUhzeitig , es zurn 
H • 

llochschulstudium ausbilden zu lassen. In t;ecklenburg , dem ruckstandigsten 
• der deutschen Lander , stand dazu der Weg noch nicht offen . So \"rurde Hella 
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schon mit 14 Jruuoen in eine Pension nach Berlin &eschickt, wo sie auf ei­

nem der dorti{,en RealQ'lll!lasien, als eines von \'Ieni (;en 1 adchen unter lauter 

Imaben, die Schulbank druckte, bis sie l8j~ib mit dem Reifezeugnis zur 

UniversitAt entlassen wurde. In dieser Berliner Schuler zeit ergriff sie 
, 

eine grosse Leidenschaft furs Theater. Die bedeutende Schauspielerin 
, . , 

Tilla Durieux hatte offenbar Freude an dem Jungen schonen Gesohopf, und 

viele Stunden verbrachte Hella hinter den Kulissen :U.l Zimmer der Durieux, 

wenn sie vielleicht hitte schlafen oder ninter de~ Schulbuchern sitzen sol­

len. Eine etY/as gefaru-liche JUf,endbeziehung, \Venn nan den Charakter der 

Durieux bodenkt; aber das junge Ding, ganz auf die Dichtung und ihre Dar-
• stellun& cerichtet , \'tar offonbar gefeit begen alle Verfilhrun{;en des l Jilieus . 

liella blieb immer am Theater aufs intensivste interessiert. Iller in Prince­

ton hat sie viel spater an den Auffo.hruncen der Community Players wieder­

holt mitgewirkt. 

Das erste Semester ihres Studiums verbraohte sie auf der heimatli­

chen Univers itat Rostock , k~um eine Buhnstunde von Ribnitz entfernt. Sie 

hatte damals vor, sich der Gernanistik oder Geschichte zuzuwenden. Aber 

in Rostock kam sie in Bertihrung mit dem Aestetiker Utitz, der ein Schuler 

und ,'\nhan(;er von Husserl war und ihr Kunde brachte von der Phanomenologie. 

Der erste Artikel von l1usserl , den sie 1a s, schlu!; bei ihr ein ,'lie ein 

Blitz. l1as hier sich auf tat, s chlen ihr die Hahrheit uber die l1elt zu 

seine So kam sie nach G~ttin!;en, \'10 Husserl de.mals , 1911, l ehrte, und 

wurde Philosophie- 3tudentin mit l.athematik 1m I~eb.enfach. Die PhRnomeno-

10l;,ie blieb r1'lr sie immer die r.rundlage ihres philoaophischen Denkens. 

Sie rolt;te \Vohl der spateren Ent\7ioklung lIusserls zu einem metaphysisch 

gefarbten IdealislllUS , und viel verdankte aie auch Ea.x "cheler , der die 
" phanomonologische Grun"haltung mit einer philosophischen Anthropologie , 

• r.ti.t ethischen und religiosen Ideen verband. Aber die Richtung auf das 

1ietaphysische blieb ihr doch im &anzen fremd. Als ich sie zuerst truf , 

stand ioh auf einer entschieden starker en naturvlissenschaftlich-positi­

vistische:l Seite als sie; spater war das Verhaltnis umgekehrt . In ZUrich 

"egen Cude des ersten .Jeltkrieges lasen I'tir in einem Freundeskreise eini-
• ge Eaupts cluo if ten von Ficht~; et.'las spater lTurde ich von dem Eystiker 
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ileister ~ehard J.mchtib erGriffen. Hella naPJm dnran lebhaften Anteil , 

sie liebte philosophischo Gespr~che.Aber in 1en del' Transzendenz zugewandten 

GeUanken fand sie hochstens Fragen, abel' keine ,Ultworten. In spateren 

Jahren waren 17ir uns in unserer GrundansohauunG eini!; , dass die i7elt des 

vorn Belvusstsein getragenen Daseins nicht in sich geschlossen und verstand­

lich ist . uas Bild dos rinGS von Dunkel urngebenen offenen Raurnes , oder 

eines Hauses ohne Dach, bot sich an. Die Positivisten mochten den offenen 

J.immel leubllen und ihn durch ein aufgenabeltes Dach ausschliessen, die dog" 

matische Theolo(;ie sucht durch den Binbau des Transzendonten einen Abschluss . 

Beides lehnten I·:ir ab. _ uch UT.l die i::xistentialphilosophie , urn Heide£'!ler 

und Jaspers , haben lvir uns spater gel'leinsam bemUht . 

Schon in IIollas erstem Senester in GottinGen trafen Y/ir uns, im Hause 

eines Gottin&er ?rofessors del' Jurioprudenz , Lehmann, del' Hellas ~ltern von 

Rostock her bekQIll1t war. liit den Lelunann- l:indern, Karl und ;::va, die unge­

flihr in iIellas Alter waren , wie auch mit dem juneen Gert Iiusserl , spann 

sich eine enge Freundschaft an . Auoh diese Jugendfr eunde sind spater , als 

das IIitler- Schicksal uber Deutschland hereinbrach, nll.ch ilmeriJ:a verschlaGen. 

Eva, eine bedeutende Linbuistin, ist VOl' einiGen Jahren in Bryn l ;aVlr ver­

storben. Ich sehe Hella noch VOl' mil' an jenem ersten Abend, ihre langen 

schwarzen Zopfe zu Schnec1.en auf "e'·lUllden. 3ie '/ar schon mit ihrem 9.usserst 

geschmeidigen Korper , dem hellen Ceist , del' ihr von del' stirn leuchtete , 

und ihrer ganz lichten ~ebensfreude , die sie bis in die FinGerspitzen er­

fullte . Sie behauptete spater , dass ich ihr an jenem Abend von einem Scheu-
• nenbrnnd er zahlte , dem ich '.erade beibewohnt, und dass sie sich ,'abei so-

fort in mich verliebt hube . nil' sahen una oft , insbesondere auch in den 

Pausen zwischen den Vorlesull(',en in dem Korridor des alten Gottinc,er 1>udi­

toriums . Ich vmr Privatdozent . Erich Hecke ,mr urn diese ~eit Hilberts 

Assistent , und wir freundeten uns an . Als Vierte im Bunde stiess bald eine 

junge angehende i.:athematilcerin dazu. HelGa Unruh , die ich in del' Sorraner­

frische getroffen hatte und die auf J.lein Zureden 1m ersten 3emester ihres 

Studiums nach Gottin£,en tam. ITir vier bildeten bald ein unzertrennliches 

Kleeblatt. I. elga Unruh wurde l:el.:;1I. Hecke . Die beiden Paare heirateten UlII 

gleichen Tag, und icll gla ube , bis zurn letzten i,u\.,enblick vmren die Gottin!;er 
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K1atschm8.u1er Un unk1aren daruber , ,.,ie Bchlieaslich die paan';eiae Zuordnung 

ausf:.llen w,n'de . .,us Eellas 3tudentenzeit erinnere icb mich besondera 1eb­

haft an eine "tudentenfeier auf der a1 ten Ruine lia.:dellberg, wo bei Fllcke1-

1icht die Ba1konszene aus Romeo und Julia inszeniert 'TUrde . Le11a spie1te 

die Julia, und sie truE; von daher fUr mehrere Jahre unter ihren Freunden 

den Hanen Julia. 
• Zwischen unserer Ver10bunG und Hochzeit hatte ich das Gluck, Ills 

Professor an die Technische Hochschu1e in ZUrich berufen zu "erden. Eine . . , 
scbonere Stadt hatten wir uns fur den Anfang unseres ZusaJ'lmell1e bens gllr 

nicht vrUnachen konnen. ..ber noch Ganz beillUt,en in den Sitten und Ge\'rohn­

heiten des kaiser1ichen Deutsah1onds , fanden wir uns zunachst in der Schweiz 

nicht sehr Lut zurecht . So eng war die Sch"/lliz 1m zneiten Jahrzehnt dieses 

Jahrhwlderts lange nicht mehr mit dem Deutschen Reich und der deutschen 

J'ultur verbunden, a1s es uns in den DichtunGen Gottfried J:e1Je rs und Conrad 

rerdinand lle:rers beschi~.len hatte . ,fir fundon uns vie1 mehr 1m Aus1and Ills 

"tir en7Rrtet hatten. " JJer durch&ehende denoJ:ratische und der sohr spurb .... re 

ronanische Einsch1ag, Zuge , die uns spater so wert und anziehend ,mrden, 

wirkten zun~chst befremdend. Es kwn hinzu, dass sich dama1s zuerst bei mir 

uber 19.nGere Zeitraullle die Asthmllplabe einstellte . Dennoch waren ytir ein 

frohes juntes Paar. iir tilt en Alles bsmeinsam, auch daa shoppinG unten in der 

Stadt, zu Fuss und per TraDIoMan behalfaich noch ohne Te1efon, ohne refriGera­

tor , ohne fagen, und boi'a."ld sich but _abei . Die liausha1tsor{;en waren ge­

ring; denn von Hause hatte :Iella eine Gute Kochin mitbekor:Jr.len , die uns 

viele Jahre trou b1ieb. 

Jie ersten ,e ihnachtsferien verbrachten "lir Un EnLadin; es Vlar 
> " I1ellas erste Begegnung mit dem noch;;ebirge ; sie fand es uben'm1tigend bis 

zur Bedruclcung. Schon vor unserer Ver10bunG hatten wir zusammen 1m Harz 

ein paar heimliche Ski- Ausf1i.iGe gemacbt; das kwn uns nun zustatten. Die 

Jkifahrten im Engadin und seinen Seitenta1ern im linter 13/14 sind mir in 

1euchtender Erinnerung geblioben. Doch haben wir 1 s in der Kunst des Ski­

fahrens nie sehr weit gebracht . In ZUrich fuhr Hel1a fort , mathematische 

" Vor1esungen zu horen. liihrend sie schon ihr erstes Kind en'mrtete , lasen 

wir miteinander Ja1berts :lah1bericht . Ileit sind wir f' eilich nicht mehr 
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damit geleo,anen. Denn nun bebannen die Kindersorben, und 

eignisse ein, die Hellas Interessen eine andere Richtung 

bald traten Er-

c;aben. • 1m spa-
" ~ teren Leben horte sie \'lOhl bern zu, wenn ich ihr in allgemeinen Zugen von 

meinen und nnderen urn uns herum lebendigen mathomatischen Ideen erzBhlte; 

auf ei bent1ich ~thematische Detaildarlegungen 1iess sie sich aber nicht 

mohr ein. Sie sab-te manchmal, man I·,w.de nicht bern an ein Balmerk erinnert, 

das verlassen .lUrae, nachdem es sieh mum aus den Pundamenten erhoben hatte 

und nun vom Reben zen-lasehen wird 

Js vmr noch kein Jahr seit 

und zerfallt. 
• unserer Uebersiedlung nach Zurieh verstri-

chen, do. brach der Krieg aus. Auf del' Rueld'ahrt von Gottinben, wo wir die 

ersten Tage der Sommerferien veruraeht hatten, uberraschte uns die I.obili­

sierung. .fir irrten eine llacht !tlIl ilheine elltlang, um eine Ueber1'ahrt in 

die Sehweiz zu 1'inden. Als \7ir in unserer Ziirieher lIohnung angelangt waren, 

erklant;en, wie jaden Samstag abend, alle Glocken del' Stadt, sieh zu einem 

schwel1endon Gelaute vereinend. Uns erschien es wie ein ('ebet um Frieden. 

Abel' am nachsten i;orgen war die russisch-deutsche :J-ier;serklarung daD 1m 

ersten l{riegsjahr wurde unser Sohn Joachim in ZUrich geboren. Zwei I.;onate 
• spater vrurde ich als gemeiner Soldat in die deutsche nrmee eingezogen. 

Hello. zog bald mit ihrem kleinen Kinde in das i:ibnitzer Elternhaus . Abel' 

als ich iionat nach Lionat in der Garnison von Saarbrucken verblieb, ohne ins 

Feld geschickt zu werden, leam sie sehliesslich dorthin. linch einem Jahre 

wurde ich auf ,.csuchen der ,-, clmeizeriscl.en Rebierunb von den deutschen Ui ­

litarbeherden nach ZUrich ent1assen. 1ch Lann mich kaurn auf eine Stunde 

l.onzentrierterer Freude in unserl~ Leben besinnen denn die liar, als wir an 

einem schonan FrUhlingstag im Bai 1916 nach Passierung der Schweizer Gren-
• ze auf Zurich zu fuhren und dann den Gang durch die herrliche 1'riedliche 

Stadt von unserer ,fohnung an den See hinunter machten. 
, 

Es folgte fur uns eine Zeit ausgedehnter Fusswanderunoen. Automo-

bile waren noch rar, und das .fandern uber die AlpenpB.sse auf Schusters 

Rappen vmr ein grosser Genuss. Richti!:;e 3ergsteic;er sind wir niemals ge­

wesen. Erst viel spater, in zwei Sommern rmhrend des zweiten Weltkrieges , 

fand Hello., unter der FUhrung von Reinhold BIi.r " Geschmack am eil;entlichen 

Bergsteigenl dass Vial' in den Rockies und nicht in den " lpen. 1m Herbst 
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1917 wurde unsor zweiter Sohn 1..1chael Gaboren. ":s muss kurze Zeit nachher 

gaY/esen sein, dass sie , von ihrer Thellterlust Getrieben, als Statistin 

an einer t.UrQher ,\uffUhrunG von :lerfels "daption von Euripides' 

Troarinnen teilnal.m. Dort trW' ilella yvonne, die ihr und mir zur nachsten 

Freundin geV/orden ist. Schon vorher, in e inem philosophischen Seminar von 

Ifedicus , hatte sie .lalter Dnllel1bach kennen gelernt, der von allen Schwei­

zer Freunden uns uei l"reitem der rT;"chste .TUrde . Andere Bekanntschaften ent­

me!:elten sieh aus der BerUhrung mit dem Theater , und fur die naohsten zwei 

Jllhre fiW.rten wir ein geselli..,es Leben mit I.e icht bohememasnigem Anstrich, 

unter Literaten, Schauspielern und allerhand durch den • .rieg in die ;)chueiz 

verschlaGenen rntellektuellen. Elizabeth ;)ert;n.er und .Iilliam Dieterle in 

ihrer ersten JUGend waren da.mals haufi{;e caste in unserm Haus. lIach Kriega­

ende zerstob das in alle .,inde , und fUr uns folGten nun ein II'- ar reeht ein­

geachr8nkte Jllhre . 

Dann kamen viele Berufun~en, die vor allem den Vorteil hatten, dasa 

aie unserer finanziellen ..isere aufl.alfen. Im Jllhre 22 wurde ich gleich­

zeitig nach Berlin und nllch Gottin[;en berufen; in Gottin..,en harr te Felix 

Kleina Lehrstuhl der JleubesetzunG ' lch fand es sehr soh'ler, den Pouf nach 
• Gottin£en auszuschlaGen. Und ich erinnere mioh nooh, dasa, als die Ent-

" soheidung nicht lancer hinauazus ehieben war, ich atundenlang mit Hella urn 

ainen l1e.userblock in ZUrich herumlief , das F{U. und Hider nochmnl diskutie­

rend, und schliesslich. ihr zvrufend : leh muss halt doch annehmen, auf die 

letzte Tram spranG, die zurn n':'chtlichen See und dem dort e,elegenen Tele­

graphenamt hinunterfuhr . ..ber unten nnGekoJlDJlen, so ~eht we)lnigstens die 

Sage , tat es mir das kostliche und uppige Leben an, das sich da an Sommer-

" abenden am See entfaltet , und der Schreekon vor dem noeh vom Krieg zerrut-

teten und von der Infl~tion bedrohten Deutschlund packte mich so, dass ieh 

statt der Zusage eine AblehnunG telebraphiarte. Eella llsr natUrlich bass 

erstaunt , als ieh zuruokkehrte . ;,ber es vrurde bald nur zu klar , dass ioh 

richti r; entsohieaen hatte . 

Ein neues Tor in die :elt Orfnete sich fUr uns , als wir 1923 fUr 

drei Lonate naeh Spanien LinLen, wo ich in Jarcelona und lAdrid zu Vorle­

sun ... en einGeladen l l1U' . Auf einem kleinen DlUllpfer von 1300 Tonnen fuhren 
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\Vir durch eine vlUhre FolGe von stUrmen in 11 Tagen von Hamburg naeh 

Iillaga. Dort umfing lIDS beide ZUnI eraten J:al mit aller iaeht und einer 

schon fast afrikanisehen Glut der Zauber sudlicher Landsehaft . .fir wa­

ren lIie trunken. \lir lebten einen llonat lang, bevor meine Vorlesungen 

begannen, vde die gitanos in walaga. Granada und Sevilla. In Spanien 

kn,",pften sieh Beziehunr;en an, die fUr Hella von entscheidenden r'olgen wa­

ren. Sie gewann Spanien so lieb, dass sie nun der I athematik endgiltig 

Valet sagte und begann, sieh intensiv mit romanisehen 8praehen, ins be-

" sondere dem Spanisehen zu besehaftigen. Bald trat sie mit dem spanisehen 

Philosophen Ortega y Gasset in Verbindung und machte sich, heirnGekehrt, . " daran, mehrere seiner Bucher ins Deutsche zu ubertragen. Sie hat Spanien 

noeh mehrere Lale auf l.onate hin besucht, ein paar j .al alle in, naeh unserm 

ersten Jahr am Institute, 1934, mit mir zusammen. 

Die philosophische 'Gedanken\Velt Ortegas, aber zugleich sein fun-
• • kelnder Stil zogen sie an. Es reizte sie dafur die richtig abgetonte 

deutsche Version zu finden, eine Version, die den I~twillen und die Ele­

ganz des Originals wieder gab, ja daa Jpanish-fremde davon durchschimmern 

liess, ohne jedoch irgend gegen den deutsehen Spl'achgeist zu veratossen. 

Aueh nQeher von Eddington und Jeans hat Hella aus dem Englisehen ins Deut­

sche ubersetzt, und in "',G urer Princetoner Zeit hat sie das Ilagnis unter­

nommen, versehiedene Sammlungen von Essays von Ortega, die sie aus.mhlte, 

ins Enblische zu ubersetzen, obsehon aie ja das Englische nicht so bis in 

alle feinsten Nuancen beherrschte Vlie das Deutsche . Bei Bolcher Arbeit 
H 

half ihr neben ihrer Sprach- Sensibilitat eine eiserne arbeitsdisziplin. 

llachdem ich allen VersuchunGen, Z&ich zu verlassen, wider standen 

hatte, folgten fUr uns ein paar besonders Gluckliche Jahre in der Schweiz . 

Von dem hoch am Z:..richberg schVlebenden Balkon unserer .Iohnung hatten \nr 

einen herrliohen Blick uber den See , gegen das Gebirge. Besonders zauber­

haft naren die sommer lichen • bendstunden, wenn ein naberndes Lichtermeer 
n 

die Seeufer urnkranzte. IJit den befreundeten Physiker-Farnilien der Schro-

dinGer, Paul Scherrer und Edgar iieyer brachten .dr sommers viele Stunden 

in dem neu eroffneten Strandbad zu, wir ruderten oder segelten auf dem 

See , machten frohliche Ausf1~ge zu Fuss in die nS),ere und weitere Umge-
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bung, oder ~ingen zu einem Tanztee auf die Terrasse des Grand Hotel Dolder . 

Damals vturde die l.athematikerin Lulu Hofmann, jetzt Lulu von Beehtolsheiln, 

unsere nahe Freundin. Die j,inder "I\lehsen frohlich und gesund heran. Es 

gibt Lutter, die zu ihren Kindern im zurtesten " lter das innigste Vernalt­

nis haben. So war Ilella nieht. Die Kinder bedeuteten ihr mehr und mehr, 

je \leiter sie sieh zu selbstandigen vernUnrtigen .Iesen entwickelten. Den 

heranwaehaenden Knaben und noch den J~r;lingen, die deh schon vom Eltern­

hause zu losen im Begriffe wuren, war sie eine Gefahrtin, \'lie sie sich 

wohl keine freimutigere, liebevollere und teilnehmendere VlUnsohen konnten. 

Hello. Wilt' ein der >Ielt und den l .itlnensehen weit l;eof1'netes, dureh-
" I' II 

aus positives Gesehopf. Sie hatte eine naturliehe Liebens\'tur dibkeit l1fen-
• Behan gegenuber und sah an Ihnen vor allem die guten Seiten. Nur einem . , 

Laster , der Dummheit, r;ebenuber liese sie es manehroal an der notiben Ge-

duld fehlen. Sie hatte keine Sympathie mit dem VUlgaren. Vielleieht war 

manehmal an ihr ein Zug von intellektueller Hybris) das konnte wie ein bel­

les Flammohen einmal fUr einen Augenbliek aus ihr herauszUnseln. art habe 

ieh an ihr be\7UOdert, wie aie es in der gleiehgiltigsten Gesellsehart, auf 

einer ooektailparty etwa , \'TO die meisten nur ein paar Gene inplatze miteinan­

der wechseln, immer wieder ferti e; braehte, einen liens chen herauszufisohen, 

der sie anzog und den sie dann im Ge sprach dazu braehte, ihr von dem zu 
• erzahlen, was ihn wirklich i m Innersten anging. Sie hatte die seltene Gabe 

des intelligenten Zuho,' ~o . Ihr hlltte es gelegen, ein Haus zu f,iliren, in 

dem viele Wensehen, ihr loser oder fester verbunden, aus- und e inginr;en. 

In dieser Hinsieht bin ieh mit meiner lienschenseheu ihr immer ein Klotz 

am Bein gewesen. l.it vielen Freunden und Freundinnen fiihrte sie einen 

intensiven Briefwechsell sie war meisterhaft in der SChilderung von Land­

BChart oder mensehliehen Bebebenheiten, auch in der Charakterisierung von 

iienschen. .Ienn die Umstlinde sie zwangen den Lebensplan zu :mdern, paekte 

sie die neuen Aufgaben resolut an , und bald vmr der Verlust, so s~hr er 

sie am Anfang geschmerzt haben DUlg, ersetzt oder sogar mehr denn vrettge­

maeht duroh einen Gewinnst auf andsrem Feld. 

Von einem lebensvollen Gesehopf , wie sie es war, konnte man nieht 

er\'{ ,rten, dass ihr alle .lirrnis s e der Leidensehaft erspart blieben. Sie 

sind una beiden nicht er spurt geblieben. Dem Adel ihres ~esens ~~de sle 
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niernals untreu; nur das lconnte ihr Lebensfreude sein, was als ein reiner 

Quell hervorsprudelte . leh glaube, wir haben immel' , aueh 17enn wir einander 

weh tun rr.ussten, 6euau darauf !;ehoroht, dass das Band, das uns einte , im 

Tiefsten nioht gestort und verletzt 17urde . lch weiss , wie sie mil' einrnal, 

in einer solchen Zeit del' l1irrnis. sagte I 11enn du dich von mil' abwendetest, 

do.nn moohte ich nicht mehr leben. 

Ihre Seele war in einem 17underbareu GleiehgoVlioht . Jell-control 

ist nicht das richtige .Tort dafUr, denn es rIal' nicht bewollte Beherrechung 

(obschon ihr auch diese in hohem Grad zur Verf~gung stand) . sondern natUr­

liche Ruhe, Starke , TIelle und Zuversicht. ,Tohl Jeder , del' sie in del' Zeit 

VOl' ihrer ereten Operation 1m Spital besuchte , vmr beeindruokt von ihrer 
• Serenitnt , von del' geradezu strahlenden Kraft und Gefasstheit, die sie aus-

str~mteJ und sie wusste damals sehr wohl, 1'I0rurn es gin!; . 

Die guten ZUrcher Jahre , in denen uns nun auch all~lich Freunde 

aus den alteingesessenen Sch'"{eizer f-reisen zufielen, gingen 1928 zu Ende . 

Damals kamen wir fw. ein Jahr naoh Prinoeton an die Univarsita.t . Es fiel 

zusammen mit einer inner en Krise meines Verha.l tnisses zur l!athematik. 

Uaoh Zw.ich 

ich vlUSste, 

zuruckgekehrt, befanden \Vir uns in 
• dass del' Rut nach Gottingen auf den 

einem Znischenzustand, do. 

Lehrstuhl Hilberts bevor-

stand. Als er erfolLte , fand ich es nicht m~glich das lUlgebot auszuschla­

gen. Selbst a l le meine Sclmeizer ~'reunde rieten mil' zu. Henn irgendwelche 

" von ihnen politische Bedenken hatten, so sahen sie hoohstens eine kommu-

nistische Gefahr in Deutschland vorausJ die Nazis nahm keiner ernst. Aber 

bevor wir nach Gottinben ;:'bersiedelten, erfolgten 1m Jeptember 30 die ITah­

len zurn deutsohen Reiohsta!; , in denan die Zahl der Sitze der Nazipartei 
• plotzlich von einer verschwindanden Ziffer auf 110 emporsohnellte . rch 

war aufs tief'ste beunruhiGt, und in Deutschland spUrte ich von lUlf'ang an 

die politis chen SpannunGen und fUh.lte mich f'remd 1m eigenen Vaterland. 

Die 17 Jahre Schv19iz hatten an uns ihr Erziehungswerk, auch in politi8cher 

Hinsicht, {;atan. Damals vel' loren wir auoh unser kleines in der Sch17eiz 

" angesammeltes Vermogen . rch hatte as einer StlftunG Pro Familia anvertraut , 

die von einem bekannten Schweizer Philantropen geleitet I"rurde , del' aueh die 

heute noch segensreich vrirkende stif'tung Pro Juventute ins Leben gerufen 
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hutte . i,ber im falle der Pro Familia r;ewann seine 3chnarmerei ~ber sein 

n{;.chternes Urteil die Oberhund, dus Unternehmen wurde vollig durch den 

ITev1 Yorker BOrsensturz vom Herbst 29 vernichtet. Die nun folLenden drei 
• • Jahre in Gottingen, zwisohen SO und 33, sind die zermurbendsten, die Hella 

und ich in unserem Leben durchbemacht haben • 
• 

Der Ruf uns Institute, der schon 1m liarz 32 erfolgte , schien mir 

einerseits den L"eg ins Licht " zu offnen; underseits fanden wir es unsaglich 

schwer , uns mit dem Gedanken abzufinden. dass wir uns fortun fUr die I(om-

munikation mit l.ensohen nioht mehr, oder nicht mehr in erater Linie , auf 

die; uttersprache wOrden stutzen konnen. In den Tagen der Bntscheidung 

starb Hellas l:utter, die Kinder und Hella seIber kamen mit einer schweren 

Grippe nieder , und in der Verrfirnmg und Verd;',.sterung dieser Stunden wider­

riaf ioh meine sohon erfolgte Annahme des l'rineetoner Rufes. DUB nar um 

die Jahreswende 32/33; Ginen i;onat Bp~ter wurde lIitler Reichskunzler . Ich 
~ II ~ 

erlitt uber diesen inneren Kampfen einen SCh\'1eren nervosen Zusammenbrueh. 

Bin Semester lunG mussten :7ir dann noch unter den Hazis in Gottinc:en aus -
, 

halten. Damals Gluubten die l.:e isten. dass die ublen AUsvlUohse der Be-
o • " tf weGung in wem. (';en J.onaten uber\mnden sein wurden. Ich Gehorte nioht zu 

diesen Optimisten, ioh \71tterte dus furchtbare Unheil , das im Anzug \7Sr , 

und strebte nun mit allen l(rD.rten hinaus . Hella \7ar bereit , mir in jeden 

Entschluss hinein zu f olgen; uber ich konnte mir nicht verhehlen, dass ihr 

Herz viel starker un Deutschland hinb als das meine . Der erneute Ruf ana 

Institute 1m Herbst traf mioh bereits im Auslund; von ZUrich aus legte ieh 

mein Lehrumt in GottinLen nieder . 

Hella und ich verlebten dann eine lunge gluckliche ;;eit in Prinoe­

ton. l.amentlioh die ersten Jahre wuren ftir uns eine Zeit neuer Lebense!Jt­

fultunC; . Viel Freundschaft wurde una entgegengebruoht, ITir hutten das 
• Gefuhl , dass .fir naoh einem Jahr Princeton hier von unserer Umwelt mit ge-

o 
rinc;erem Vorbehalt akzeptiert wuren ala es uns nach 17 Jahren in der spro-

den Sohv1eiz zuteil Geworden war . \fir waren gluoklich, un dem so intensi­

ven mathenntischen Leben, dass sioh am Institute entfaltete, teilzunehmen, 

und munohe wertvolle , dauernde oder voruberGehende, menschliche Beziehung , . 
knupfte sioh un. lir \;are.n bl ucklieh, an c iner Stelle zu sein, un der die 
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gr~sste Bereitschaft bestand, den Opfern des llazismus unter den europaiBchen 

Ilissenschaftlern Hilfe zu bringen. Dennoch is das Los des Immigrnnten, "enn 
• •• auch die o.usseren Bedingungen noch so gunstig sein mOGen, seelisch schwerer 

als vielleicht die meisten unserer amerikanischen Freunde realisieren. 
• Nichts kann die i uttersprache ersetzen, in der sich zuerst die Umvrelt fur 

uns artikulierte und die alle unsere Erfahrungen von der frUhesten Kind­

heit an beGleitete. An uns konnte dieser Bruch nie mehr ganz heilen. Wir 

waren glJck1ich zu sehen, daes er in der n~chsten Generation, an unsern 

Kindern geheilt iot • 
• £8 erubrigt sich an diesem Ort von unsern Pr incetoner Jahren einge-

hender zu erz&hlen. 1m FrUhjar 38 zogen wir in unser neues , 1m wesentlichen 

nnch Hellas Pl~en Gebaute Haus ein. Es ,~ das erste . 0.1 im Leben, dass wir 
• ein lieim auf e igenem Grund und Doden hatten. Fur Hello. bedeutete das viel . 

Haus und Garten hielt sie immer 1m besten Stand, haupts~ohlich durch ihrer 

eigenen Hande L~I und ArbeitJ der 

hbhte ihr eigenes ,Iohlbefinden. 

• schone Rahmen, den sie sieh so schuf, er-

lIach der sch~ eron Operation, der sich Hello. hni'ang des vorigen Jahres 
, 

unterziehen musste, war es uns noch vergonnt, einen Sommer in dem alten 

lieben ZUrich und den vertrauten Schweizer Ber&en zu verbringen. [fir WU8S­

ten, dass Hellas Leben bedroht '"lar . Urn so intensiver genossen wir diese 

Rochen, das Iliedersehen mit den alten Freunden und die manoigfo.chen heite-, 
ren Lebensfreudon, zu denen die anmutige Kulturlandschaft des Zurichsees 

ein1adt. 
, 

Alle Spannunt,en s chi enen sich e;elost zu !laben, wie auf einem 

Goldgrund leuchtete uns das Leben. FUr hello. vmr es der Abschied. 

" 3in Vlort drangt sich mir auf die Lippen, wennimmer ich an sie denke: 

Wolgerntenhelt ;sie war wohlgeraten an Leib, Seele und Geist . 

Unser Dasein ist gespalten und gespannt zwischen Subjeot und Object, 

zwischen Sinn und Seine (enn das Licht des Be,.,usstseins seinen Ursprung 

in der Transzendenz Gottes hat, so ist ibm selbst doch dieser Ursprung ver­

deckt . Hir wissen darUIII auch nicht, wie sieh ein individuelles Mensahen-
" leben in dem Sein des Ursprungs reprasentiert; und darUIII mag es eine Blas-

phemie sein, 

geruht habe. 

von einern loensohen zu saGen, dass der SeGen c,ottes auf ihm 

/.ber das gl U':be i ch von He llo. sagen zu dUrfen, dass ihr Leben 
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, 
unter den llenschen ein Segen fur die .mderen war; mancher , del' ihr begeg-

nete , mag von selcher Begegnung ain bischen Licht , Freudigkeit , Zuversicht, 

Lebens- Bej ahung und Deroi eherung in seiner Seele mit heimGenommen haben . 

lfir vmr sie unendlioh viel mehr . Ihre Liebe strahlte uber meinem Leben . 

Ieh muss dankbar sein, dass ieh aie so lange beaass . Ieh weiss nicbt , was 

ich bin ohne sie . 
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Oswald Veblen at the liemorial Jervice I'or Hella, Sept ember 9. 1948. 

The ~Ieyls came to the Institute in its earliest days , and those of 

us who were old residents of Princeton looked forward to the advent of 

l~s . ~eyl ~lmost as muoh a~ we did to that of her husband. For she was 

almost as celebrated for beauty, charm, and learning as he ~s for mathe­

matical provtess . IeI' were we disappointed, I'er the mother oI' two nearly 

grown-up sons was still the slender , well poised woman ,-those I'ace sparkled 

in response to every ne\v and interesting idea. ie soon oame to see that 

she \"las one of the most perfect flowers of the 3uropean culture . llow. as. 

we tend more and more to think of that culture in the past tense , we see 

still more clearly how Hella leyl personified its fragile beauty, its in­

tellectual satisfactions and even its subtle deI'ects . Perhaps it VIas just 

by se exquisitely personifying this old world culture that she made her 

gre~test contribution to our young institute \1hich was t hen struggling ra­

t her blindly to I'ind its own true role . 

The image of a plant in full bloom rudely removed from an old ~ar­

den to a new one and miraculously putting out even brighter flowers , oomes 

inSistently to mind. But such a simile tells only part of the story~ Por 

Rella .feyl \'tas a vigorous being and an active . even a redoubtable, element 

in any social group which she entered. One could admire her , as indeed we 

did, but one could also cross swords with her , provided one looked well to 

one's guard. I once tried to argue \71th her that He ine ' s poetry should be 

preferred to Goethe ' sl 

Her literary gifts stood her in bood stead in those first years 

while she VIa s overcoming the difI'iculties of the ~glish language . I re­

member well IT\Y admiration of the systematic \'lay in which she and her hus -

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



• 
-2-

band first got Q complete control of the meohanics of the Innbuage and 

then proceeded to nbsorb the inner logic of its idioms . ,(hey were thus 

able to produce quite new constructions which one had nevertheless to re­

cognize as correct and even as true to the genius of the languaGe . 

But why say more about the evidences of Hella feyl' s extraordinary 

abilities? Let us rather recall hem this VlOrnan with an independent oareer 

of her orm devoted herself to the interests of her husband and his careerr 

On the purel y material side we have all seen the home and garden that they 

brought into being, but most of her friends did not see the prodigies of 

hard Vlork that Ylent into it . Let us recall also how freely she gave her 

time and energies to the simple , homely devioes by which the wives of our 

faculty managed to oreate 80Tolething like an Institute family. There is a 

lon!; story whioh oould be told on this subjeot , but not here and 0.0\"/ . The 

Institute had no physioal faoilities . 110 one !mew whether it rrould ever 

have land and buildings , It vms just a oollection of strangers lost in a 

not too friendly oommunity. These women , our wives , managed somehow to 

dra" these strangers to"ether into a sooial group whioh some of the older 

members of the present time look baok on with nostalgia and sometimes re­

proaoh us with having lost among our present abundant faoilities . Hella 

Weyl pla:red a quite unique role in this phase of our life , ab"mys adding 

a touoh of artistry whether it VIas in bringing in the Christmas tree from 

the ltoods or rearranging the flowers . 

This period of happy improvisation ended, I suppose , approximately 

wi th the outbreak of the reoent liar . Our Sunday mornin!; walks, nt any rate , 

Lave not been oontinued. But those of us lmo partioipated in them will 

never forget the (,irli8h, athletio fir;ure that so 01 ten took the lead both 
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in stTiciinb along and in the conversation to Tlhich she lent a sinGular 

distincti<>n. 

In the last years , under the new conditions to Ymich 'Ie are trying 

to adjust ourselves, I think that most of us will remember her chiefly as 

\'/e saw her at luncheon at the Institute where she crune with her husband and 

contrived in one way or another to get him home for his needed rest . But 

we frequently saw ag,llin the evidence of her eager study and appreciation 

of literature , philos ophy, and art . And towards the end we began to under­

stand the bravery that underlay it all . 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Hella V1eyl 

Words of remembrance spoken on Thursday, 
september 9 , 1948, by R. Courant 

During the last weeks all who loved Hella hoped that 

she would be spared long suffering . Perhaps we should 

have welcomed that the end was not long delayed. And yet, 
we felt d6eply shaken and saddened as if the blow had 
been unexpected. To all of us who Imew Hella I s radiant 
youthfulness, which persisted until her last months . her 
death must appear so sense l essly cruel. Among many peo­
ple she was singled out by her indestructible vitality, 
by her unimpaired capacity for steady development which 
unfolded always nevI sides of her personality. Her life 

had not ruK' its natural course. 
Ever since I met Hella first when she was nineteen 

yeaps old , I have been aware of her surprising evolution 
as a personality of hep ovm and as a force in the lives 

of those near to her . Let me recall from memory some of 
my impressions. 

Goettingen in the years before the first World War 
was an almost ideal place for young scholars searching 

for eternal values vtithout taking themselves too seri­
ously. The struggle fop scientific and philosophical 
truth rtas tempeped by heal thy enjoyment of an unpreten­
tious but meaningful social life based on real human con­
tacts and on the beautiful surroundings of the town. 
Hella appeared on the scene as a student in the first 
year, a strikingly beautiful, brilliant, and intense 

young girl. Immediately she became a main center in the 
loosely Imit crowd of young peopl~. Certainly, she vias 

an excellent stUdent; I remember hoVi proud I was to have 
her in the very first coupse I gave as a privatdozent in 
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the University . But studying did not restrain her from a 

vigorously gay life so intense that at the end of the 

year her sceptical father recalled her and ruled against 
her return to the dangerous spot Goettingen. I vividly 

remember the dismay of everybody when Vie learned about 

this threat on a lonG nalk through the Goettingen woods. 

Immediately a petition \/US drawn up and signed by stu­

dents , assistants, privatdozents , and even professors . 
It must have made some impression . Hella returned to 

Goettingen after the long vacation . 

Then the decisive event in her life happened. Among 

her many admirers \"Ias Hermann V/eyl. As a mathOlMtician 
he had already sho\m the lion's claws. But somehow this 

shy and reticent young man did not quite belong to a par­
ticular clique of peopl<l '/ho felt that they \"lere the ar­

biters of mathematical life, including the personal 

sphere. For them it vIas an almos t shoe king surprise when 

one day, without previous warning, Hella and Hermann an­

nounced their engagement . Yfeyl Vias a most envied man; 

but only gradually did people realize ho'l deeply right 

Hella had been in her decision, v/hich was to have a pro ­
found effect on the amazing development of b~th of them . 

Some of this effect I felt later, when after five 
years in the German Army I had all but lost my foothold 

in science and ':laS brought baek to mathematics by I'feyl 's 
book, Haum, Zeit und l.laterie, which would obviously not 

have been written in its inspiring form \"Iithout the in­
fluence of Hella's personality . 

Again years later \'Ihen Hilbert retired , the problem 

arose 'Ihether Vleyl could be persuaded to eome bacle to 

Goettingenj he was the only one in his generation who 

could fill Hilbert's place and continue his tradition on 

a broad front . I remember many serious and frank discus­

sions "lith Hella about the problem of l oaving the haven 
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in Zurich . Although conditions for living and working 
were excellent in the pre -Nazi Germany and scientific 
life was flourishing, Hella felt keenly the danger under ­

neath the surface . still her energy, her love for the 
old tradition, and her optimism helped to make the deci ­

sion for \'Jeyl's r eturn to Goettingen . During these fevr 
years in Goettinsen, Hella too]c a most active part in the 

philosophical and literary life of the fruitful period . 
Gradually it became clear that all of us Vlho had 

hoped that our set of values ',lould prevail over the dark 
forces of Naziism had not built on a solid foundation . 

For the \leyls, vlho had made their choice for Germany vol ­
untarily and deliberately, this r ealization was a parti­

cularly disquieting disappointment . So deeply , however , 
were Hermann and Hella rooted in German tradition that 
for an almost too long period they resisted temptations 

to leave . I recall many episodes in their struggle for a 
decision in the early January days of 1933 v/hether to ac­
cept Fl exner 's invitation to Princeton. It \'/as largely 
Hella's merit that the Weyls finally did come to 
Princeton . 

The friends \':ho have seen her in her daily life in 
Princeton are in a better position than I to say what she 
has done to provide the human basis indispensable for a 
fruitful scientific cOll1Illunity . mlat , beyond this, she 

has accomplished on her ovm during these years by untir ­
inG labor and devotion has astonished all of us . But 
most important for her friends was that her personal con­
tacts have become so much easier and more natural than in 

the earlier days. As she Grew in stature and maturity, a 
process never ending with her, she became able to forget 

her armor of \"lit and brilliance, and her warm and essen­

tially simple personality came to the surface . As a warm 

and loyal friend we shall keep her in our memory . 
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BIBLIOGfuLPHIE YOU HEL;:;}lE ,IEYL 

( bkUrzungen : * - Wcher . NZZ 3 Neue ZUrcher Zeitung. DV. Deutsche 
Ver 1agsansta1t stuttgart-Berlin. ) 

Eigene Arbeiten . 

GedruCktl 

1. " Andalusisohe Reiseb1atter , 1.Z. NlZ , Z9. Juni, 1. Juli 

1923. Ijrs . 885 , 891 . Of. 7. 

2. Die AUB Grabungen in den Ka1ifensch1ossern bei Cordoba, 

tlZZ , 3. J\ug. 1923 . lIr. 1055 . 

3. "Die Maoht des Schicksals . " [ Kurze Notiz uber die spani-

sche Vorlage des Textbuches dor Verdi'schen Oper . ] IIZZ , 

4. a pril 1926 . No. 541 . 

4. unterwegs . 1 - 5. NZZ , 14 . - 20. April 1930, flrs . 722 - 762 . 

5. Die "Residencia de Senoritas" . llwZ , 3. Juni 1932, No. 1031 . 

6 . 
I 

Jose Ortega y Gasset . iColnisohe Zeitung, 17. Juli 1932. 

}Io . 385 . 

lJanuskripte . 

7 . Aufzeichnungen uber unsere erste 3panienreise. cr . 1. 

8. Hochzeit . Eine ~ve11e . 

9. ;:yazinthus . Sine 1yrische Szene . 

10. Anfang und l.ateria1 zu einer Novelle ohne Tite1. 

11 . Das Inkareich in Peru, ein sozia1istischer Staat. Vortrag. 

Uebersetzungen Ortega y Gaseet's . 

Gedruckte UebersetzunGen ins Deutsche . 

*12. Der rlustand der lAssen. DV . 
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.13. Die Auf&abe unserer Zeit. DV. Enthalt ausserdem: 

Die Vertreibung des Lena chen aus del' Kunst, Gedanken 

~ber den Roman. Atlantiden • 

• 14. stern und Unstern. DV. Enth~1t: Von Madrid nach Astu-

rien. Theor1e Andalusiens . Aufbau und Zerfa11 einer Nation. 

If.ed1tation im Eskorial. Tagebuch einer Sommerfahrt . 

Buch des Betrachters. DV. " Enthalt: Kosmopolitismus. 

Reform del' Intelligenz . Phrase und Aufrichtigkeit . Die 

• • II 
beiden !;rossen Leta.phern. Vitall.tat , Seele, Geist . 

Kant , odeI' ~ber die Psychologie einer Philos ophie . Anhang 

zu meinem Aufsatz"Kant". Um einen Goethe von innen bittend. 

Regels Philosophie del' Geschichte und die Historiologie. Cf . 22 • 

• 16. Ueber die Liebe. DV. 1933. ~th~lt: Vom Einfluss del' Frau 

auf die Geschichte [ubersetzt von Fritz Ernst). Betrachtungen 

' . , VOl' dem Portrat del' Larquesa. de Santillana. Schema. Sa1omes. 

• • lIeditation uber den Rahmen. Zuge del' Liebe (Ein Fragl!lE!nt). 

Schweigen, das grosse Brahman. 

17 . Kunstapathie. !leue Schweizer Rundschau 19, 1926, 867 -872. 

18. Die Ethik del' Griechen. Neue Schweizer Rundschau 2.0, 1927, 

330 - 340. 

19. Oknos del' Sei1f1echter. Basler W~chrichten. Sonntagsb1att 

Nr . 40, 2. Okt. 1927. 

20. Randbemerkungen zu einem I:emoirenbuch. m:;z. 1 . 3pt . 1929, 

Nr . 1671. 

21. Del' Sinn del' politischen Umwalzung in Spanien. Europ~sche 

Revue !, 1931, 564 - 568. 
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22. Urn einen Goethe von innen bittend . Die neue Rundschau 1932, 

551 - 570. [ llit vio1en handschrift1ichen Verbesserungenl ) 

cr. 15 . 

23 . Die ITiederbelebung der Provinz. Kolnische ZeitunG, 20 • 

• Ilarz 1932, Nr. 159. 

24 . Goethe, der Befreier. 1,2 . NZZ, 20. und 27 . L:lirz 1932, 

Nrs. 530 und 575. 

25 . Geld. Kolnische Zeitung, 17. Juli 1932, lIr . 385 . 

26 . Ueber die Vereini~ten Staaten. Europ~ische Revue~, 1933, 

353 - 360. 

27 . Die Sendung des Bibliothekars . I' Europaische Revue 11, 1935, 

584 - 599 . 

28. Die Lage der liissenschaft und die historische Vernunft . 

Neue Schweizer Rundschau 1935 , 321 - 335 • 

• 29 . Von der Lebensfunktion der Ideen. Europaische Revue 13, 

1937, 40 - 51 . 

30. Zum "i\.ufstand der I~nssen" (Vorwort flh- die franz~sische 

Ausgabe) . Berner "Bund". 30. Jan . 1938. 

Gedruckte Ueber setzungen ins En~lische . 

*31 . TOl1al"d a Philo8ophy ofH1story. W.W. Norton 1941. Contains, 

The sportive or i Gin of the 3tate . Unity and diversity 

of Europe [trans1 . by Eleanor Clark). I~an the Technician. 

History as a System [trans1. by Prof. Atkinson). The Ar-

gentine and the Argentinean State . 

*32.. Conccrd and Liberty, 11 .II . lTorton 1946, Contains: Concord 

and Liberty, I,otes on Thinking - its Creati on of the world 
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and its Creation of God. Prologue to a History of Philosophy. 

A chapter from the History of Ideas - l1ilhelm Dilthey and 

the Idea of Life. 

*33 . The dehumanization of art and Notes on the novel. 

Princeton University Press 1948 . 

34. Kant and the modern GerllUlIl mind. The Yale RevieVi ~, 

1941. 95 - 115 . 

Manuskripte. 

Geschichte als System. 
,. 

Uirabeau, oder uber den Politiker. 

37. llittelmeerku1tur. 

38 . " Prolog fur Deutsche . 

Zum Kapitel der Vo1kstracht (Handschrift) . 

Andere Uebersetztmben aus dem Spanischen. 

Gedruckte Uebersetzungen ins Deutsche . 

*40. Pedro de Alarcon, Der Dre1spitz . " Insel-il\lcherei lIr. 223. 

41 . Ramon llenendez Pidal, Der Cid in der Geschichte . "Iberia" 

5 . 24 Seiten. 

42. Cervantes, Der eiferstchtige Estremadurer, 1-9. NZZ , 

30. Sept . - 9. Okt . 1924, Nrs . 1452 - 1504. 

43. Azorin, Eine F10te in der riacht. Das Kunstb1att 1925 , 84 - 86 . 

44. Pedro de Alarcon, Der Fischzug. Nl:.Z , 24. l:ai 1925, Nr. 806. 
, , 

Ramon Lenendez Pida1, DaB lTach1eben des Cid. IIl.Z , 27. 

Sept. 1925. Nr. 1500. 
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40. ..ntonio de Villegas, Die G~schichte von dem bencerrlljen 

• \llld der schonen Jarifa. .fissen \llld Leben 16, 1925 , 404 - 476 

(Lit vielen handschrUtUchen Verbesser\lllgenl) Cf . 57. 

47, Tirso de Uolina, Die dr~i gefoppten Ehem8nner , 1-6. 

NZZ, 28 . "prll - 6, Hai 1926, llrs. 676 -724. 

46 . Benjamin Jarnes, Kurzes Loblied der 1:ode. NZZ , 26. Aug . 

1927, Nr . 1439. 

49. Pio Baroja, Leben 1m Schatten. Europ~ische Revue~, 1927, 

506 - 511 . 

50. Juan Ram;n JimeneE, Platero und lch, 1.2. NZZ, 27 . Mai und 

3. Juni 1926. Nrs. 974 und 1010. 

51. Benjamin Jarn..-s , Der ewige Fluss , 1- 3. NZZ , 18. - 2.0. Sept . 

1929 . Nrs . 1786, 1793, ~B05 . 

/ 

52.. penjamin Jarnes, Viviana und ~erlin . • Europaische Revue ~, 

1929, 479 - 494. 

53. Gonzalo de Cespedes. y lieneses , Die standhafte Cordobesin, 

1- 5. (Dem Spanischen nacherz~lt von Helene Weyl . ) 

" NZZ , 23 . - 26 . iarz 1930, Nrs: 542 , 547, 559, 565 , 572. 

54. Ramon Perez de ilyala, Die traurige Adriana, 1-6. NZZ, 

9. ~ 15. 1I0v. 1931, Nrs . 2.123 - 2159. 

Gedruckte Ueber setzungen ins Engl ische . 

55. Francisco Romero, lmn and Culture . [Soon to appear . ) 

56 . Leopoldo Zea, Porfirism and the Positive Philosophy. 

[Soon to appear.] 

lianuskr~pte. 

57 . Die Geschichte von Abindarra'ez und der schimen Jarifa . Lit 

• eineM 110:: hwort uber die Geschichte der Hovelle . Cf. 46. 
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56. Federico Garcia Lorca, B1uthochzeit . (Lyrisches Drama . ) 

Uebersetzungen aus dem En!i1ischen ins Deutsche , oder UlilGekehrt. 

Gedruckt . 

*59 . Eddington, Dehnt sich das .fe1ta11 aus? DV 1933 

*60. Jeans , Die neuen Grund1agen der Naturarkenntnis (mit 

Lothar Northeim). DV. 1934. 

*61. Jeans , Die .funderwa1t der Sterne . DV 1934. 

*62 . Jeans , Ourch Raum und Zeit. DV 1936. 

63 . Edgar Neville, Die letzten Uenschen. Dar ~erschnitt~, 

1932 , 650 - 654. 

64. Jeans , Des neua ifa1tbild der Physik. • Europaische Revue 

~, 1936, 312 - 325 . 

65 . J . Robert Oppenheimer , Die Physik in der heuti {;en He1t, 

1 - 4 . NZZ , 19. - 26. I.iai 1946, Nr8. 1057, 1072 , 1061, 

1112 . 

66 . Her mann \Teyl, l1athematik und die Uaturgesetze . Die Tat , 

Z~ich 19~6, /1L,~. A/". 2.-2. 3 

1 fanuskripte . 

67. Edgar Heville, Gein einziger Freund. 

66 . Kar l Jaspers. Uietzsche and Christianity. Unvo11endet . 

69 . Toynbee, Civilization on Trial . Unvollendet , nur ein 

Kapitel ~bersatzt . 
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Ik< I' M!.·s , Lear·y : 

M.;L • IGA E.MEf,5SY 
LONDON 

September l~ , 1~4~ . 

"I' , Doul las h"s Ii ked 'tie to tnal.k you 

very much _or lnl'ormln", him of th<; de a tI', of 

Prol essor Weyl ' s ".i.fe . -- -
He as indeeu SOY r'Y co 1< !irn the news, 

out aF!11'ecia~es Jvur .Tr·lting him fbout It . 

i'Jr'f ~lncerelJ' 

SElCY'et ry to the Amtassador . 

/vir" , John D. vary , 
The Institute 10r "dVf.tnC6U Seua" , 

i'r ':I.ce ton , lIew Jersey. 
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Press release Tuesday and Wednesday, New York Time and New York HeraldTribune 

Il\Veyl, HeleTIf'in Princeton, New Jersey, September 5, 1948, wife of 
Hemann Weyl; private services will be held from her late residence . 
Please omit nowers . " 

From Mather Funeral home: Cremation Monday, September 6th 10:)0 a . m. 
Ewing rtiiP{#~-;f Cemetery Crematorium, Scotch Rd., 
Trenton; Telephone Trenton )-4029 

Private memorial services from home, 270 Mercer St . , 
Thursday, September 9th; by invitation only. 
20 to 40 people expected. (died at noon) 

Notification: 

~otice by mail to whole Board 
IDirector, c/o Professor Niels Bohr 

v.Faculty _ ...... , t.. ~; t:::t...f..L '-\ 
.IMiss Blake BY WIRE Lake Pleasant, Hamilton County, New York 
~Aydalotte by phone 9/5/8 New London, Conn . 

Economics ani Politics 

---:?7 Edward Meade Earle 'l -) . 6 i.3-
/ Robert B. Warren ?V~.' t G; It[; ri,JV ?/ t" 

Winfield W. Riener 

Walter W. Stewart 

Humanistic. Studies 

J. ft0..t f1hJ. 
.... Cf/l -

~enjamin D. Meritt ~o~Z 3-"-' I -v-l-ojIj,.. )~t.A~ 'S ".t.~, (J!1t 

...1Iomer A. Thompson MAh-tA) ~t.~, ~1111f··<"~ 

.rEnrin Panofsky (~k. /:k.,u,,--< e~ 9J!~~'/.<.J 
........ Hetty Goldman 

/E. A. Lowe 

Mathematics 

Albert Einstein 

yi'Marston Morse 

~ ~arl L. Siegel 

~ P(,''V It/( , 

~« ) r "" 1 I tU .... 

Oswald Veblen (Weyl said not to notify) - <;;k: l:i 
/John von Nemnann _ '-jA :> /.. ~~ ,. V1 

• 
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THE HEMLOCKS 

MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS 

ONTARIO, CANADA 
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DOMESTIC SERVICE 

Check Lhe aluaof aervioedeeirod; 
otherrite lhia mCl8ace will be 

R.DLu a fulln.te telecram 

FUll RATE 
SERIAL TELEGRAM 

DAY NIG HT 
L....\LETTER LETTER / 

NO. WOS.-<:L. OF SVC. PO: OR COlL. 

WE S T E R N 1206 

u . NI 0 N 
.JOSEPH ~ EGAN , ,." • •• DENT 

CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

DAY LETTER 
September 5, 1948 

Professor and Mrs', Benjamin D, Meritt 
Magneta .... an, via Burk I s Falls 
Ontario, Canada 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

Cheek the clua of aervloe dl8iTed i 
olhenriee Lhia meeaace will be 

aenL at the full rate 

f\JLL 
DEFERRED RATE 

NIGHT 
~ODE l ETTER I .... 

TIME FILED 

..-
~ ; / c:J 

Regret to say Mrs , Weyl died Noon September 5th , Cremation 10 :30 a,m. 
September 6th, Private memorial services from residence September ~th. 
Requested that no flo .... ers be sent. 

0 .. I 
·'1.L\ • I .. , l I L 

K. Russell 
Charge: School Mathematics 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SERVICE 

Telep1lph your order for America's favorite ftUlpzlnes-HoUDAY, 1 yr., $5 • the 
Post, 1 yr., $5 • LADIES' HOMt: JOURNAL, 1 yr., U. All prices U.S. only. No char,a 
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

PubUIh. will. on lilbla'tber'a 
,~_ '''vnd full lImount 
pald f:or cepl .. not p..-vloual,. 
nalllO. Prk.. IUblect to 

ehan;. without notIc .. 
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DOMESTIC SERVICE WE S T E R N INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

Check the ol8.llll or IJCIrviced eal.red ; 1206 Check lheolaaeof llUVioed_red; 
ot herwi8e thia m_ae will be otbenriae thia m_ae 1ri1l be 

aeot .. . rul l rate Lelearam aenlaltb. full rate 

FULL RATE 
SERI AL U N I 0 N FULL 

DEFERRED TELEGRAM RATE 

~tirrER NIGHT NIGHT 
LETIER I" .JOSEPH L.. EGAN . ~AII:.IDII!:NT 

L..,f0DE LETT" I" 
NO. WDS.-CL OFSVC. PD. ORCOLL CASH NO. CHARGE TO TH E ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED 

Professor E. A. Lowe 
Hotel Louvois 
Square Louvois, 
Paris, France 

DEFERRED CABLE 
September 5, 1948 

5";/ D 

Regret to say Mrs . Weyl died noon September 5th. Cremation 10:)0 a.m. 
September 6th . Private memorial services from residsnce S~ptember 9th . 
News release reques~ no nowers be sent. 

Charge:'I1I3bltaee- CJ/(lln K. Russell 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SERVI CE 

Tele .... ph your order for America's fayorlle mapzlnes-HoLiDAY, 1 yr., $5 • the 
Post, 1 yr., $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No char,. 
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

PublI .... will, on aubtcrlber'. 
rlqUlIt. rllfllnd full amount 
paJd f!V COlli .. not prevloUlly 
malled. Prk.. &Ubillet tI 

chang. wlthoullXlllc. .. 
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DOMESTIC SE .. VICE 

WE S T E R N 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

Choek lbe Cli.aal of MrTioo desinld ; 1206 Cheek lheclaaaof aervieedeaired i 
othe.r-.riae lbia m_ae 'l'l'ilI be otherwise tbia m_ce,n.u be 

.ent ua lull rate te:le.aram entat the lull rate 

FULL RATE SERI AL U N I 0 N FULL DEFERRED TELEGRAM RATE 

DAY NIGHT t4 1GHT 
~LETTER l ETTER ~ .JOSE~H LEG A N. PAC.'OCNT 

~ODE LETTER I~ 

NO. WDS • .(;L OF SVC. PD.ORCOL.L. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILEO 

Professor and Mrs . Homer A. Thompson 
Orono, 
Ontario, Canada 

DAY LEl'TER 
September 5, 1948 

'{" ,/ D 

Regret to say Mrs. Weyl died noon September 5th . Cremation 10 :)0 a.m. 
September 6th . Private memorial services from residence September 9th . 
News release requests omit flowers. 

Charge: School Mathematics K. Russell 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SERVICE 

Telel"ph your order for America's favorite ft1aJUlnes-HoUDAY, 1 yr., $5 • the 
Post,1 yr., $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prIces U. S. only. No char,e 
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

Publlah., will, on aubacrlber's 
rlqUMt. refund full amount 
paJd ':or ;opils not prtIYioualy 
m&Ill4. PrIus dJeet to 

chanG. without notice. 
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DOMESTIC 8ERVIC WE § T E R N INTERNATIONA SE RYICE 

Check the claas of terrice dMi.red; 12116 Check the cW.of IMITYicede.ired; 
otherwiae lhiJ meuace ",ill be olhenriae uu. m_ce..nll be 

.eDt .... {u1lrale t.eiecram eenht tho full rale 

FULL RATE SERIAL U N I 0 N FULL DEFERRED TELEGRAM RATE 

~tinER NIGHT NIGHT 
LETT<R II' JOSEPH L. EGAN ... "'IIS.0IlNT 

~ODE LITTER ,-
NO. WDS • ..cL.OFSYC. PD. OR COu.. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED 

September 6, 1948 
Radiogram 

Marston Morse 
S . S. lIulcania 
American Export Line 

Mrs . Weyl died September 5. Private memorial services residence September 9 . 

Leary 

Charge: Institute - School of Mathematics 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SE"VICE 

Tole"",ph your order for America's "Yorlte mapzlnes-HoUDAY, 1 yr., 55 • the 
Post, 1 yr., $5 • LADIES' HOM" JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No c/lar.e 
for Wire. P.y W_m Unl.n clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

Publl .... will, on aublCll'lb". 
r~.t. rllfund rwl amount 
paid for copl" not preYloual~ 
mall8d. Prtct. MJlICt to 

clw1!. wl"*'t notlc .. 
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DOMESTIC SERVICE INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

Check the claM of euvicedMired: WE § T E R N 1206 Check the cIsee of eervioe desired i 
oLherwiH thie meaaae willbo olhenriee thie m_ae will be 

!lent ..... full rate telecram .ent.al the full raLe 

FULL RATE 
SERIAL U N I 0 N FUel DEFERRED TELEGRAM RATE 

DAY NIGHT 
/' CODE NIGHT 

LETTER L£lTER JOSEPH L.. E GAN. ,.AC.'PItNT LETTER 

NO. WDS.oCl. OF SVC. PD.ORCOLl. CASH NO. -CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED . 
Send IM/oUowln, mUSCle, lubJeel 10 Ihe lermJ ofl/HKk MUO/' whleh Me hereby 46ued 10 

Professor and Mrs, Erwin Panofsky 
Blake House 
Castine, Maine 

DAY llETTER 
September 5, 1948 

S-

Regret to say Mrs. Weyl died Noon September 5th. Cremation 10:)0 a.m. 
September 6th. Private memorial services from residence September 9th. 
News release requests omit flowers. 

Ch~ge: School Mathematics K. Russell 

, 
D , / 

/" 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SERVICE 

Telep1lph your order for America's favorite mapzlnes-HoUDAY, 1 yr., $S • the 
Post,l yr., $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No charce 
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

Publish. will, on sub.,I ..... 
requ llt. rtfund full amount 
pald (:or "'PIe. not prftlCM.I"~ 
mallecL POt. sublett ID 

change wllhoulnoUt" 
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DOMESTIC SERVICE W E S T E R N INTERN nOHAl SERVICE 

Check theclaaa 01 ae.rv:icedeeired i 1206 Check the claaI 01 aervice deaired i 
other.n.e tbis message will be otbenriae t.bill meeeace will be 

llent. ... . Iull rate telecram 8eIl1..t the full ra te 

FUt.l RATE 
SERI~l TELEGRAM 

DAY NIGHT 
lETTER l ETTER 

NO. WOS.-Cl. OF SVC, 

U N I 0 N FUll DEfERRED RATE 

I NIGHT 

II' JOSEPH I- EGAN. "'I'OII:.IDI:NT 
-{ODE lETTER 

PD.ORCOLL. CAS H NO. CH ARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME "LEO 

Professor Carl Siegel 
Hotel du Glacie r 
Saas - Fe . Switzerland 

-

DAY LETTER 
September 7. 1~8 

Rer;ret to say J.lrs . Weyl died noon September 5th . Cr emation 10:30 a.m. 
September 6th. Private memorial services from residence September 9th . 
News release requests omit flowers. 

K. Russell 
Charr;e: School ].lathematics 

I,.. 

A NEW -, 
CURTIS 

SERVICE -

Telep-aph your order for America's favorite ma,az~nes-HOLlDAY~ 1 yr., $5 • the 
Post, 1 yr., $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No charge 
for wire. Pay Westem Union clerk for su~scriptlon or when billed by publisher. 

Publisher will, on wblCl'lber". 
r~t. r lfund full amount 
paid for copl .. not previously 
_lied. PriG.. IUbject till 

change without notl~ 

• 
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DOM ESTIC SERVICE WE § T E R N Check lhe cl .. of suvicedceired; 1206 
olheniM thi. m--.ce _ill be 

RDlaa .. full rate UleKtaDl 

FULL RATE SERIAL U N I 0 N TELEGRA M 

DAY NIGHT 
~L£TtER LETTER / - .JOSEPH L- EG .... N. ~RE.IOItNT 

NO. WOS.OCL. OF SVC. PD.ORCOU. - CASH NO. 

. , 
-rl 

Professor/ John von Neumann 
Los Alamos Scientific Laborator y 
P . O. Box 166) 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 

CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

DAY LETTER 
September 5, 1948 

I NTER NATIO NAL SERV CE 

Check the cta.of aervioed.ired · 
olhlM'l'riM t.hiI messale 'Will. be ' 

MOlal t.h.full rale 

FULL DEFERRED RATE 

NIGHT 
-{ODE LETTER ,. 

TIME FI LED 

S- ; I L 

Regr et to s ay Mrs. Weyl died noon September 5th. Cremation 101)0 a .m. 
September 6th, Jrivate memor i al services f r om residence September 9th . 
Requests that no flowers be sent. 

News r elease 

Charge : Mathematics K. Russell 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SERVICE 

Telep-aph your order for America's favorite ma&azlnes- HoUDAY, 1 yr., $5 • the 
Post, 1 yr" $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No char,. 
for wire. Pay Western Union .clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

Pubi lih. will, on aublUlbr'. 
, ""' .... ""und full amount 
paid ':or capl .. not pmloual yo 
mallea. Prlc.. IUbJect 10 

chuge withou t noUce.. 
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DOMESTIC SERVICE 

WE S T E R N INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

Cbedc the eta.. or MTVlCO deUred ; 1206 Check the cJ.a. 01 -.emoe d-u-od j 
otherwise this m_,8will be othenn. Lhi.a ~.e..nn be 

.ental a full rate tdellratU Rnt at the Culj rate 

FULL RATE SERI AL U N I 0 N FULL DEFERRED 
TEL£GRA~ RATE 

DAY NIGHT NIGHT 
",\LETIER LETTER II' .JOSEPH L-. EGAN . PA E eID£NT 

,{ODE lETIER I" 
NO. WOS.-<:L. OF SVC. PD. OR COLl. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME fILED/ 

'-! " I ~ 
DAY IETTER 
September 5, 1948 

Miss Gwen Blake 
Lake Pleasant 
Hamilton County, New York 

Mrs . Weyl died noon September 5th. Cremation 10 :)0 a.m. 
Private memorial services from residence September 9th . 
no flowers be sent. 

September 6th. 
Requested that 

K. Russell 

Charge: School Mathematics 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SERVICE 

Telecraph your order for America's favorite magazines-HoUDAY, 1 yr., $5 e the 
Post, 1 yr.;$S • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No charce 
for wJre. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

Publllll. will, CHI IUblCl'iber'. 
rlCJl"t, refund (ull amount 
paid (:or COflh not prevlou.aJ, 
maUICl. Prius IUbllet to 

ching' without notlce. 
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DOMESTIC SERVICE INTERNAnONA SERVICE 

Cbeckthe claa of aervicedeaind i WE § T E R N 100<! Check t.hoc1aaa or llervioodMired i 
oilier"'. thiJI meeoace will be otbenn.o this m_.e will be 

.eot .. a full rate telearam tenlat the full rate 

FULL RATE SERIAL U N I 0 N FULL DEFERRED TElEGRAM RATE 

DAY NIGHT NIGHT 
,,",LETTER lETT<R / .JOSEPH I-. EOAN . ,.I'tC eIO«NT 

,-{ODE LETTER 

NO. WDS.oCL. OF SVC. PD. ORCOLL CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED 

Dr.3'ld Mrs. Robert Oppenheimer 
care of Professor Niels Bohr 
Vniv. Inst. Teor. Fys. 
Blegdamsvej 15 
Copenhagen ¢, Denmark 

DEFERRED CABLE 
September 5, 1948 

1..\ 

Regret to say Mrs . Weyl died Noon September 5th. Cremation 10:)0 a.m. 
September 6th. Private memorial services from residence September 9th. 
Requested no nowers be sent. We are doing everything pes sible for 
Professor Wey!. 

Charge: Institute Kay 

') 1 

/ 

A NEW 
CURTIS 

SERVICE 

Telecraph your order for America's fayorlte mapzlnes-HoUDAY, 1 yr., $5 • the 
Post, 1 yr" $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No char,e 
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher. 

Publish. will, on aublCflber'a 
requ_t. ufund lull amount 
pald IN' copl .. not prtlvloualy 
II1IJlect. Prlc .. IUbJKt to 

chan!:l •• !thoul noOc .. 
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TELEGRJ PRINCE:TON NJE:R K123 53 5 15 21 \'/ U NORTHE:RN 
, , , I Tj. Bem. 

~'i>~E 8TAT8~ - LC -ot' .. ~(~ 
~+ . . &'?" 
Q ~ ~ DR AND MRS ROBE:RT OPPE:NHII E:R • 

CA RE: PROF NE: ILS BOH I NSTIT RE: Telegrafstation 

FO R THE:ORITICAL PHYSICS 
•.....•.. 

. ·~.LS41)\ '~')'\) . . ' ~.;. ~ : : .~~ .... 
~ ~ : .. .. .. .... 

•••• 4o ............ " 

BLE:GDAMSVE:J 15 KH - D.lo:-

"' Lbuf. KI. of 

RE:GRET TO 

C REM A TI ON 
MEMORIAL 

SAY MRS I'IE YL 
TEN THIRDY AM 

SE RVICES FROM 

DIED NO ON SEPTE:MBER FIFT H 
SEPTEMBER SIXT H PRIVATE 

RE:SIDE NCE SEPTEMBER NI NTH 

REQUESTED NO FLO WERS BE SENT lYE ARE: DOING EVERYTH I N G 

POSSIBLE FOR PROFESSOR IVE YL - KAY + 
. 

~ 
. , , 

• 
-, 

V.dlagno Farkorlel or: D Ihc:lt r .llln. '''!!I' MP Udlty. cj!cnh.:odi.gt. PC Modl'lt:dloubcvis. 
RP Sv~r S EftUkDtkS. X P Blld bct.lh. 

T. f (7 •• 8 A 1) 
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-. _a . __ . '- . _ . .. _.~ __ _ 
W&YL-a.,eae, \ in Princeton, N. J .. on 
&ep ~. fi l 194:8. Wife of Hermann We,l . 
rrlu.te ,Y' rieel wlU b. he1d fr&m her late 
re.Jdenee. Plea,. om l ~ flo.~r • . 

, . 
'{ , 

• 
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~Dean G. Acheson, Ssq . 

THE !.,STITUTli FOR ADVAl'ICED Si ,rDY 
BOARD OF TRJ~TbES 

Union Trust Bldg., ,lashin&ton, D. C. 

/Dr . Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Il.dvanced ~tudy , l'r inceton, l . J • 

. Edgar S. Banbe I' f,e I' , Esq . 
V Hotel Subw'ban, Last Orange , Uel" J e r sey 

yHonorable Lewis .1 . Douglas 
His Excellenc~' , The ... merican Ambassador 
:l1llerican Embassy , London , !::nbland 

~Dr . John F . Fulton 
Yale University ::i chool of l.edic!ne 
333 Cedar ~treet , !leVi l aven 11 , COlUlecticut 

~ ohn J:. 1'ancocl: , Bsq . 
1 " i11irun Str eet , llelv Yor!" l! . Y. 

~onorable Herbert h . Lehman 
820 Park Avenue , N~ York 21 , N. Y. 

~Samuel D. Leidesdorf , Esq . 
125 Po.rl~ " venue , ew '01'1: 17 , N. Y. 

~.ilmarth S. Lewis , 3sq . 
Farmin&ton, Connecticut 

VHerbert H. I;aas, Esq . 
20 bJechange Place , ,lew York 5, II . Y. 

~ Ur . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for J.dvanced "tudy, Princutoll , N. J . 

~~ichael Schaap, Esq . 
Bloomingdale 's Lexinc;ton .,ve . and 5£'t h Str . 
fl ew York 22 , N. Y. 

v-Rear .,dmiral Lewis L. ::;t;rauBS 
U. S • . ~tomic ZuerbY Commission, ,jas! i n61;on, D. C. 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Institute for Adv ance d ::itudy, Princeton, N. J . 

Vor . Le<ris !1 . ,;eed 
National Research Council 
21 ul 0onstitution Itvenue , .ashington 25, lJ . C. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

A .... ERICAN SECRETARY. Waterford, Connecticut 
September 8 , 1948 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, N.,). 

iIIrs. John D. Leary 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 

Dear Mrs . Leary: 

I have your letter of September 6tn and hasten to say 

that I think you have done everything necessary in regard to 

Mrs . Weyl. I assume that Katherine Russell notified members 

of the Faculty as weil 85 of the Board . I 8JII going down 

tomorrow for the memoriel service at Professor Weyl ' s house 

at five o ' clock on Tbur~day afternoon and shall be in my office 

for a few hours on Friday morning . 

Yours sincerely, 

Frank Aydelotte 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S11JDY 

~o: Prote •• or VeTl 
J'roa: Hrs. LearT 

PRINCE.TON, NEW JERSEY 

AlIgUlt 28, 1948 

In writing to the Co~troller or Rocketel ler 

.hould Mia. ~rinterud a sk tor the whole $GPQO t or von 

Laue! ! he Institute $l,oqO. haa been spent. I was 

not eur. whether it 11 proper to a.k tor tull amount 

because ot their phrase wor ae much thereot a. maT be 

neceuaryl'i 
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Dear Oppie: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADY ANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHE.MATICS 

PRINCETON, NEW JEJlSEY 

JuJ;y- 7, 1946 

I 

It was very kind of you to send me a word of 

encouragement from Chicago after you had left, and now 

you and lIrs . Oppenheimer moved Hella deeply by sending 

her such a lovely basket of flowers . Many thanks . 

Everything after the operation goes as weil as 

one can expect . But the jaundice is still there and 

the doctors tell us that complete recovery is still a 

long w33 off . We have given up the idea of going to 

Europe this summer . 

Wi til all good wishes to you am Ki tty, 

Very sincerely yours , 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
1 Eagle Hill 
Berkeley, California 
liW :GB 
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Weyl, Hennann 

c~ttingen , Munich, GHttingen 1904- oB 
Dr .phil. 190B GHttingen 

( 
l 

April B, 194B 

Dr.phil. h . c . 1929 Oslo 
Dr. ing . e . h. 1929 stuttgart 
~r.d .Math .h . c . 1945 E. T.H., ZUrich 

D. Sc. 1940 Univ. Penn. 

Born Nov . 9, IBB5, Elmshorn, Germany 
Citizenship - ¢1f¢~ Naturalized USA Apr.14/39 
Married; 2 sons 
Princeton home address - tt¢ 270 Mercer st . (Mail :Box 3-3,RFD 3) Telephone 2171 
In case of emergency notify Mrs . Hermann Weyl, 270 Mercer street, Princeton 
Honors and soci eties : 

Lobatschewski Prize (Kazan) 1925; hon .mem. Spanish (1923- ) and Swiss (1913- ) 
~ath .Societies ; For . Mem. Royal Soc . (London)(1936-) ; Amer. Phil .Soc . (1935-) ; 
AlIS (192B- ) ; NAS (1940-) ; Am. Acad. Arts and Sci . (1926-); Koninklijke Ak . van 
Wetenschappen (Amsterdam)(1935- ); Gesel1schaft d.Wissensch . GHttingen (1921- ) ; 
Am.Asso . Univ. Profs . (1935- ) ; Asso . Symb . Logic (1936-); London Math . Soc . (hon . 
memo 1939- ) ; Academia Sevil1ana de Buenas Letras (corresp . mem. 1922- ) ; 
Acad . Nacional de Ciencias Exactas de Lima (Asso.Mem. 1944- ) ; Indian Math. Soc. 
(hon . mem . 1946-) ; ZUrcher Naturforschende Gesell. (corresp. mem . 1946-) ; 
Roy. SWedish Acad. Sci . (for. mem. 1946-) ; Cercle Mathematique, Tel-Aviv (194B- ) 
AAAS (Fellow 1946-); Acad~e des Sciences (section de g60metrie),Inst . de France 
(1947- ) 

Math. Ztsch . (mem. Council 191B- ?) ; Am. J • Math . (c:o-editor 1941- 45) 

!'bsi tions held : 
Univ. GHttingen - Privatdozent 1910- 13; ord. Prof. and Director Math . lnst. 1930-33 
E. T.H., ZUrich - ord. Prof . 1913- 30 
Princeton Univ. - Thos .D. Jones Res. Prof. Mathematical Pbys. 192B- 29 
IAS - Prof . Dec . 1933-
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July 15. 1947 

Dear Hermann: 

I return this letter wh10h I 

!lAd no .chance to deUvel\. 

Yours sincerely I 

Fr:mll: Aydelotte 

Professor Herma n n \~eyl 
Ins titute for Ad~8nced Study 
Princeton, H'e," J e r ' ey 

/ 
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Lt . 001. Damond 
Theatre Oh1ef of 01~1ms 
HQ UGFl!:T 
APO 757 
c re Postm~otpr, New York 01ty 

Dp~r Oolonel Damond : 

Professor Hermsnn eyl of th~ f~oulty of the Sohool 
of M~thpm~t1c s Dt thft Inst1tute for Advqnc~d 9tudy h s 
JU t shown lIIe hiB letter ot l~y 16th to you on bpbalt 
of r. Robert K~n1g. It oocura to me th t 1t m1ght be 
u F(ul to you to h v a oro Rbout Protpssor Yeyl. • 

I oan vouoh for Professor ~eyl w1thout reservat10n 
'.s one of the l ead1ng methplDlltioians ot the wo rld "nd 
as a mp.n of thp fin at oharaoter. He h.." bepn a 
Professor at t he In.ti~ut. tor over ten 1a. rR, h~8 
beoome an Ampric~ c1t1zen and han sho_n h1mself to be 
not m~rply a sch~lqr end &o1ent1st of d1s t1not10n but 
also a man w1 th a deep oon~prn tor th welfare ot his 
to~er oolleagu 8 1n Gprmany . You can t e everything 
th t Prof6esor Weyl SPY8 about Dr . Xanig 8 ab801ut~ly 
trustyortny . 

I~ 

{OUTS y ry s1noerely, 

Frank Aydelotte 
D1rector 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Lt . Col. D8I:IOnd 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Founded by Mr. Louis Batnb~rgt:r and Mrs. Felix FuM 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

16, 1947 

Theatre Ch1at of Claims 
HQ USFET 
APO 7~7 
Care Postmuter, ~'_ York Cit;r 

Dear Sir. 

This letter, .,08S 1Il'i tar is a naturali ed Acerioan oitizen and Profes80r 

of ' thematios at the Institute for Advanced stud,y in frinoeton, .J., oonoernll a 

ola1Jl s tted on A~'t 24, 1946, b'y Dr. Robert tHnig, -e 62, forlo.erl¥ Prole.eor 

at the Univer8ity of Jena, now re8uu.n. at Jlkleplata), uidenl':e1J;!BrGllz, (14a) .:1rt,­

tel:lberg, in tt e A.merioan Zone of G8l'I:IIIl'\1 . 

Profellor Kanig and hi. fc:dl¥ were evacuated by our a=;y fro Thur1n,;:1a, 

and then aeei ned reeidenoe in Heidenheim. Thi. tran8100ation bro ht &:.Out tte 10.8 

of alJDost all hi, pro;,ert:r, ooet him hi8 job III Profee80r ot ati",ecatios 1!l Jena, end 

8_ to have 8er1ouel¥ affected hi8 health. 

I have mown Dr. J(amg sinoe :L908, when .. studied together at the UniversIty 

of C!lttingen and lrlI8 in oontinuous oontact 1f' th him, at least by oorrespondenoe, froc 

then until 1939. lIe i8 a creaUVe cathematioian ot ooneiderable rank, w!Jo has made a 

lIIIIIIber of valuable oontribution, to math_ti08 and baa worked nth hiGh ideal1 .. for 

the promotion of soienoe and the lI'ellare of the mathematioal oOCIIIUIL.ty. He 18 an Aus­

tr.!.an by birth but aoquired German oitizenship by beco ng a profe8sor in a Cenoan uni­

versity. However proud he i. of the Austro-Ger-..l8ll oultural tradition, he baa to the 

beet of lIlT Imowledge never harbored IIl\Y aympatb7 for the .uil. Ae far as I oan eee 

fro. Olll' 00rre8Pondence" during the yean 1933-:L939, he fOUf;ht a valiant battlo 8,1;a1nst 

Iaz! in.1ll~rat1on in .18 faculty at the University of Jena during thi, t.1Jce . He baa 

not oontributed by hi8 8cientifio work to the preparation or oonduot or tt .. war 

launched by the NaU8. lie 1n!On:lS me that acoordin to a deci8ion of tile Spruc:hkllm-

r, He1denheim, dated Febru&r7 21, :L947, he 1a "pol1t1soh nioht be1aatat" . 

It 8_ to ., that Dr . eni,' B cla1ca de8erve a hearl! , and I neb to reco 

m d hi8 cue to your attention in the hope that aftar proper exa;;d. aUon it will be 

found possible to 00 penaete him, at least in 801118 decree, for . at he lo.t by hi., 

re.::lOval fro Jena. 

Very trul¥ yours, 

.on eyl 
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ra. ftuth~. lple,.. Chle' 
P.o~ort Division 
D~ p "ttr.PT.t of . t at .. 
Wa sl1in tor . D. C. 

Deer 1'1'0. Sl\1ple,1 

IIal"oh 12, l~T 

I .. a '!'i tine to IlUppor1: "1'1 ,tro" " t he appU. \ 
a~tlon ot ~rorP.Ga l' ~.~ann 511 ot th Insti t ute ror 
AdvM1Cud r, t ;J.A :J "nO ~.r 0. W ,.1 for pa'epol-to to enable 
t ' pm t o 1 it Euro, p th1s ~pr. Th. ey18 ere 
A;. ""10(,n ol.t1 z~ s . He 1, a vn., _lnent ma.thflaatlol.n 
"r~ Il i de !"rom t:.r nc1erltlflc valul! of hio ginng 

ectures 1 n !\vl tr.erland, I think 1 t 1e very lluoI\ to 
tt-.P lnt f'rf'l' t or th \'nl tP'd I'Jt ntfol t "t tip • 'lul~ 'I'l." 
~. u4ny !uropf'~n countrips • • he 0 n 08Plbly Ranft e 
to ~ I) . 

I Nfl' t to 11-1 ttlP t ' Irs. h llyl 1s 111 a t th1e 
C10r.;P r. t and about t o une '1'80 an 0'1>81' tiOD. Dh8 la, 
rO\'PVAr. able to Il j rn 1I0euIlento nd 1 hops vt-r rlUoh 
t~Rt hal' paqsport o~n bo Gent to he~ by all. 

l(our a II1no I'll,.. 

Fran)' AfdeloUe 
1')11'1'10\01' 

/ 
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COPY FOR DR. AYDELOTTE 

a . Ruth B. Shipley I Chid 
Paseport Division 
state nepartmont 
lI~.ngton. D. C. 

ltY dear Jlra . Shiple;r t 

IIarch 5, 19u7 

Thia is to appq !or pasaporLs and vieaa for the undereigIWd. 
Hercann Weyl, nnd. r:::j wite, Helene 871, to e Ie ua to visit I:urop tnl.s 

er. 1I'e are bot .. ADerie&n cit! ena b7 naturalization, In. turaliced 
on AprU 14, 1939, at the atrict Com of '.;he United state at Trenton. 
llew Jersq (eertllicate t~o. h602067) J '1fT wif. nil naturalized on April 5. 
1940, at "he 11_ cot.rt (cerUflcate No. 4865023). e an rellidinc at 
270 teroer ':treet, Princeton, "p Jeraey. I a ProfesEnr or J.l&t_ tics 
at the Institute tor Advoneed. study at rr1nceton. We ~lan to lea.ve in lla,y and 
reu.rn iu September. 

I have been lnvited by the r.1dgenll8Ii.~ TechniBche Iiochachule in 
Zllr.ch, S1rltzerla."1d, to rive. course o! lectures during Uleir 1947 8U!!lIIler tena. 
I willb to accept the invitation, first, for the eeneral reason tt.at it sena 
t!.:-.e IlO1Ir to reelJlll8 ;.he eci8l1ti!ic rala.tiona dlel"1<:pted b.Y the war, but I also 
have II\r s;mcial reasons I for seventeen :rears, froID 191.3 to 19.30, I l'l'1"I'ecI. the 
Scm.eizeriache Eid(;e:noallensehaft lUI Professor of )faU.e:natics at that institu­
tiOll, and a year and 0. half' 41£0 the Technische Jlocbaebule Zllrich rave lIie an 
honorary c.ecree . After I!IT /lucee .. or in Ztlrich, Profellsor lieina Ilopf, baa 
been ll.rlted by Princeton UniversiQ' to leoture here dur1no: the lIecond term 
ot its Bicentennial year, and ProteslIOr Eckmann of Lausanne and ZUrich has 
been ma1e a lIlelilber of our llchool of IlatheJU.UclI for thle term, it se60llS 11fT 
turn no. to CO to ZIlr .. ch . 

TI~e viIS. et,oul.1 1r clude other IUI'Oj:NZI countrie •• eapec1al..l,y GI'eat 
Britain, Eir , France, HollaDi, De1:r;i=. De%llll&rk. I!Ol"lnV, l:1reden an:i, if 
1'011.':' ... 111, also Spain. Our D:l8ter instItutIon, e Inat!.tute tor Advl1Ilced 
studies in Dublin, Eire, invited Il8 dur1nc the lnU"J r bad to declir .. at that 
t:ll~, but l,rolliaed to COIt8 over u eoon .. fe&llihle. Duri-.r: the war the 
Royal Society ill London lL8de a tore~ .:;omber. ~ 1ut rear I 11'&11 el ote<! 
a ~ber 01 tt. Royal Sndiah A~es:v. liLels !lad Larald Dohr lnvited J:l8 t.o 
visit them in Copenhagen. The re&80n tor includ1nj; Spain is that i:rs . eyl 
~ "Iant to see the nranieh philosopher, Ortega y oasset, llOW back in r.1rid 

after I!I&lV )'eara in exile; I5cveral of 1Ihoae books and essaYI she tralUllated 
into ?:ngli8h. 

I £ :,retty SUTO that. onco 1t ie kIW1m tha.t I 8I'J in Srlt&erland. 
'1.'18 quostion 1I'ill arise as to 'llhett.er I could visit. Bcme of the nearby 
Geman univsrs1tiBIi and Technischc l'ochachul.en. ~ Oll, Lioutenant 
I.lichae1 rayl, is statio:ced wah 0= Cccc;ational ~ in 
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stuttgart as Chiet at Information Centers for WUrttemberg-Baden . If, 
however, extension of the paesports for Germany and possibly Spain 
causes any difficulties, I would aBk you not to let the deoision at 
that question delay the granting of a passport for the other European 
countries. 

Ver,y truly YOurB, 

Hermann V/eyl 

Hltmw 
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LE CONGRES CANADIEN 
DE MATHEMATIQUES 

i4~ lJ~ .. NCiPd () . 
/I{~.C~ ~ 

I I THE CANADIAN 
CONGRESS OF MATHEMATICS 

ito w-<- ~ C<.o knM- (U) ~ ,.... -lt~ "-

a-~ J,..i Ii.. ~L" ..r Ii.. S ~-'- "-
we. cL-J-R- ~ r:; ~ Ti...- LdL.. 1 tA.~_· 

~'-"'""'- I ~-l 
w1- "-' , >a ~ "" ~ t "',. (/..tr ~ 
~ p ;c ~ c. c.,... ,,",-,.L "'-~ ""-

J"- t-4~ 
Ufr 5}tdt~ 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann 1946-1993 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



• 

, 

D.ar a.rmuma 

I h.lltat. to" trouble you at thl1 aoaent 
I . 

about loa.thine Whioh co ••• up only tor the auamer, 

but ay trhn4 Wlllia •• ot lIoG111 i. molt anxioUi 

that you Ihould take part in the Canadiu .athe­

matioal Coner ... in Aupat. Can you do 1t' 

rAlltr 

Prot ... or a.raun •• ,1 
Inltltut. tor ldvanee4 Sta4J 

Yours lino.r.ly, 
\ 

, raalt Aydelotte 

• 

, 

• 

, 
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I am not qu1te clear ~rom t ne 

l-!1' 1 .'ou? 

ProfE'lIs:)}" Hermenn "'FyI 
Inst1 t u t!' for A1vp.DCE'/l. · Study 
Prlncpton, Wew Jers E'Y 

, 

I ' 
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THE HEM LOCKS 

MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS 

ONTARIO, CANADA 
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