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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

CAMBRIDGE

FACULTY OF ARTS ANO SCIENC"

OF' ICE: 0,. THE DEAN

Dr. Abraham Flexner,Dlreotor
lDatit;ute tor Advanoed Study
Princeton, liew Jersey

Deu Dr. Plexner:

20 UNIYERSITY ......U

September 15, 1938

I was muoh interested to get your letter ot inquiry about what
I was reported to have sdd in llew York. As a natter of' faot. I had no
time to read the part of' the addreu referred to in the Ne.. York papers.
However, some lnterest~d colleague had evidently seen an advance copy
of' the addre.a a8 it appeared 1n Volume II or the Semi-Centennial
Publications and had brought 1t "to the attention of .ome reporter. At
any rate the reporter came up to C8 &Dd Asked for my attitude and. I
simply rererred him to the Volume and did not .ee hia again.

When I wrote my article la.t Juns I had not the least tbou&ht
in the world that any part of' it would get into our tu!JWllpapers and had
.iJr:ply mentioned the influx from Europe as one of' i;he general feature.
of our vel")'" rTO"!:ll.1e1nt mathematioal situation. I think you will be
interested to see the manusoript of the first part of rr.y addresst'Cthe
re.t being mol"tl technical and of no intenst in this oonneotion) and so
11m send1n~ you a duplicate copy which you may return at your leisure.
The artiole WIl8 writte::l1ll'holly without 8ucge.tiona or advice, am, in
tact. there .... no one 'Who eTen knew of Jq general plan 1I1en I sent ott
the article. lna.-uoh as it was de.ired to publish the Semi-Centannial
Addresses in book f'01"1l1 by the time of' the meeting in Sept_ber, I d.legated
much authority to the editorial committee. In consequence you will
f'ind a ffl'ft modifioations in the aotual printed paper. same or llhioh were
added in the interest of' aoouraoy and others represent the considered
opinion of the editors. If I had been here. I would have stopped to
argue one or two of' the decisions but it was simply too muoh trouble to
do 80 f'rom abroad.

I hope and believe that you will find the point of view whioh
I actually set forth a reasonable one. Everything that I said was with
• view to ,till further strengthening our general ..thematio.. l situation.

It 11 fair, I think, to say that aome or our younger Amerioan
ma~ematioiana are not reoeiTing aa rapid procotion or as ideal conditioDa
of' work all mi&ht be desirable tor their best d8TeloPD8nt, tor example,
Professor D.!!. Lehmer of Lehigh University. 1Ilbo is a very prma1sing yo~
-..n iDdeed. However. I do nat rega.r:i this slowing down as havbg bec~

a Tf!Jry serious problem but I do teel too that the oonditions of work are
of primary importance for .. young ~; an Osgood or a E..UO" at Harvard
as oontrasted nth an Osgood or a KeUoGg ai; Lehigh beoane wi. th the
years qualitatively dUferent phencaena.
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Perhaps aome tilDe we oan bave a chat together about this
and other matters o~ mutual interest inas-..oh aa the 8ubjeot is
a pretty oomp11cated one.

With very kindest r_mbranoes.

Sincerely yours,

Grr~'S~
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