
ERNE')T LLE',~3LLYN V.OOD'!IA.'ill

One of the objectives which the ')chool of Historical Studies seeks
to attain in its plans for the future--in addition to those set forth in
the memorandum concerning Professor Kantorowicz--is to develop still fur
ther the work of the last fifteen years in modern history, with particular
emphasis upon international relations. It therefore is proposing to the
Faculty at the present time the appointment of Professor E. L. Woodward
of Oxford.

Ernest Llewellyn Woodward, now 60 years old, is a native of London.
His professional career has been entirely at the University of Oxford, from
which he was graduated in 1913. He has at one time or another been a
Fellow of Corpus Christi, st. John's, New, All ')ouls, Nuffield, Balliol,
and Worcester Colleges. His first professorial appointment was to the
chair of Montague Burton Professor of International Relations, in 1944.
In 1947 he was appointed to a newly established professorship of modern
history, the chair which he now holds.

In a sense Professor Woodward's interests are specialized since he
is a political historian-that is to s<I;f, he is representative of a rela
tively small group of historical scholars who feel that durinG the last
thirty years the shift O!Hay from political history has gone too far and
that historians have unduly neglected the very considerable influence which
the art, of poli tic3 plays in human cl'fairs. But even the most superficial
glance at Profess<:J::' Woodward's work will indicate that his views are catho
lic rather than parochial. Fer example, more than one-third of his volume
The A~e of Reform in the 0Xf0rd History of England is devoted to matters
concerning education, religion, literature, intellectual history, the arts
and sciences, and social problems. And scattered throughout the remainder
of the volume are continuous and illuminating comments on a great variety
of subjects of a non-political character from the development of railways
in England to the crganization and cnaracter of t),e British Army and Navy.
Furthermore, Profescor ~oodwa~d started his professional career as a
mediaevalist, his Erst public!led book being on C'rristianity and National
ism in the Later Roman Empire.

During the past twenty yee::-s Professr•." ',;)odw:rrd has given an increas
ing amount of his time and attention to the hist:>ry of international rela
tions in their broadest 'lspectJ Although he i,s at the moment one of the
two outstanding British diplomatic histori~,s (the other being Sir Charles
ebster) his approach to the history cf international affairs is not ex

clusively--indeed is not even primarily--the approach of the narrO\v special
ist in diplomacy. For example, his books on War and Peace in Europe 1850
1870 (1931) and Great Britain and the German Navy (1935) go far beyond the
conventional limits and limitations of diplomatic history. They deal in
the large with the character and causes of European conflict and the
poli tical, economic J and other factors which operate in v:ar and peace.
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This is not to say, of course, that Professor Woodward has not done
work which is formal diplomatic history. He is presently engaged in
editing the British diplomatic documents on the causes of the Second
World War, of Yfiich eight volumes have thus far appeared (some of them
edited jointly with Rohan Butler of All Souls College, Oxford). He also
is engaged in writing a history of British political decisions on the
Cabinet level, dealing with the European crisis of 1938-1945; the first
volume of this work is now in manuscript.*

Professor Woodward writes a beautiful English prose. His work, al
though erudite, is never pedantic. He was brought up in the strict
Oxford school of scholarly disciplines and is an exacting, although
friendly and sympathetic taskmaster for young men. He has a genuine
fondness for teaching on the graduate level, and has had a marked influ
ence on the careers of a number of younger British and American historians.
Two of his books--a brief popular history of England and an autobiography,
Short Journey--give a pretty good idea, on the one hand, of the tremendous
fund of factual information at his disposal and, on the other, of the
warmth of his human understanding and the maturity of his judgment.

Professor Woodward has been in residence at the Institute for Advanced
study on three different occasions: September 1946--January 1947, October
1948, and during the current academic term September to December 1950. On
all three of these occasions, he has been an invaluable member of our
academic community. He is a stimulating intellectual companion and loyal
friend, as well as an imaginative and sound scholar.

Professor Woodward's age is such that in normal circumstances he
probably would not be considered for a professorship, since he would have
something like only four years of active service after his appointment be
came effective in 1951. The School of Historical Studies is well aware of
this fact, and indeed is basing its recommendation partly upon it. There
is an extraordinarily able group of American historians in their thirties
whose development we should like to watch over the next few years before
making a definitive choice or choices from among them for inclusion in the
Institute faculty. Profess~r Woodward's brief tenure as a professor would
give us time to make observations and choices among these young Americans,
and during the interim would add to our group one of the outstanding his
torians of the modern world.

*Should Mr. ~oodward accept a professorship at the Institute, he would,
of course, expect to abandon his wcrk on the British diplomatic documents
and, in all probability as well, his preparation of the history of British
political decisions dealing with the European crisis of 1938-1945.
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Biographical Note

Ernest Llewellyn Woodward

Born in London 14 M~ 1890.

Education: Merchant T~lors' School; Corpus Christi College, Oxford,
1908-1913; senior fellow, St. John's College, Oxford, 1913-1941,
on traveling fellowship in France. As an undergraduate at Oxford
studied with Sir Ernest Barker, H.A.L. Fisher (modern history and
politics), I(yres and Zilmnern (Greek history), and Russell (later
Roman hiStory), among others.

Military and other war service: Lieutenant of Field Artillery,
British Expeditionary Forces, in France and the Near East, 1914
1918. Historical Section of Foreign Office, 1918-19.

Professional Career:

Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, beginning with autumn of
1919, after a brief period as history master at Eton School. At
All Souls came under the influence of two other outstanding
scholars: Sir Charles Oman (Regius Professor of history and one
of the great military historians) and Francis Y. Edgeworth
(Professor of Political Econo~).

Rhodes Traveling Fellow, 1931 and again 1934, in Africa and
Far East.

Elected Montague Burton Professor of International Relations,
1944, succeeding Sir Alfred Zilmnern. Simultaneously elected Fellow
of Balliol College, to which the chair is attached. (As University
lecturer in history before 1944, Woodward was a fellow of New College)

Elected Professor of Modern History, with fellowship in Wor
cester College, 1947.

Member of the institute for Advanced study, 1946-47, 1948, 1950.
Fellow of the British j,cade~. Member of the American Philosophi
cal Society. Honorary Doctor of Letters, Princeton University, 1947.

Occasional Lecturer at the Imperial Defence College (London)
and the National War College (Washington) as well as at numerous
British, American, and Continental universities.
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Bibliographical Note

The following is a partial list of Professor Woodward's books:

Special Historical
Works

Three Studies in European Conservatism (1930), dealing with Metter
nich, Guizot, and the Catholic Church in the nineteenth century.

War and Peace in Europe 1815-1870 (1931), a series of essays dealing
wi th the charac"er and causes of European wars, the political
and other factors making for peace, and economic factors making
for war or peace. In the same volume are two lengthy essays on
the classificat.ion 2nd criticism of historical material, an essay
on historian:; of thE' nineteenth cent'Jry, a11d a critic;ue of French
memoi:-s as a &",:r;Fl ,)" .""'"mrh histo:y ti,'.]" i 7,g th", ~erioci 18:'.5-1850.
This book is mark:3r~ b~- en J..-:usually 201(\ 8"'lalyt;:"s, alti:''1.(; O·\..r94'

thlllgS, of the natio'1al state and its imj:ar.',. J~l inte:cna'tio;lr2
poli'tics.

French Revolutions (1934i. A volume of lectures given ~~der the Lady
Ardilaun FO~'1dati~n a+, AJ.ex'mdra College, Dublin. It is a ",C'rk of
synthesis rat!le:- than or<.ginal research but, like Woodward'~ ..crk
as a whole, 1S lilPrkE'1 f'lr i -:,S cha:-m er.d clarity of stjrle as we:;'l
as power of anal;-s:Ls.

Great Britain a'1d ',he Ge=an N,'l7y (19"~·5). .~ leng'u!:y analysis of the
political cons"equences cri"-';.~-;;-Ger:lan na-;-31 bU1lding program, ni. th
special refere~~e, of course: to l,",~lo-German relations, It was
wri tten b;y' Prof""s"r Fcod7<aTri beca""se he felt that an ~'1derstanding

of the }"nglo-De~l'l3.n nil\'al ;:h"ogram '--as e3'1~nti'll to clea':' thinking
as regards the r€ln.~-ir.~nship.s betwee:-A :ari·i:.~:dr. ~:d Germa.v", even jn
the age of the Naz~e. I't is a sound, scholarly piece of work.

The Age of ReforT.\ :8~5~1370 (1938), volume 13 of the :4-volume ~;f?£~
History 0: Engl..J!'.<i. A dist:'.nguish5_ng ch'lIacte2ist:'c of thj {; 're';':,
which has becm!!.; ine stand.ard vo1'l!'Ce of ~'efpr'l'lce a..'lr[ stuc-f f0~' the
pe:,iod, is the ':'at:-:olici ty 0:: its 5.nteresl.s o :t deals not me:-ely
wit:l poli:'icai a,a diplomatic C;"J.estions !:lUt with a whole variety
of social, cuIt'J.I'al, intellectual, educational, religious, 2.egnl
and milita.'"Y problems, as we:i.l as wi to"! the pro~ress of the sciences
and a:-ts of the r..i..'1.et~('r.th century, It is beautiful~rwritten,
sr.ows a o.1O.i.te rema;'kable Granp of the sti~ject matter, and io marked
t>~" •...tat M1ltthew :.rno1Li ~·'~'J.2.d doubt:;'('s3 call "swp.etness and light."
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Diplomatic Documents

"Documents on British Foreign Policy, 1919-1939"

First Series (edited principally bY Rohan Butler, in association
With E. L. Woodward)

Vol. I - Proceedings of the Supreme Council of the Allied and
Associated Powers, 1918-1920

II - Withdrawal of German Forces from the Baltic Provinces
British Policy Toward Soviet Russia, 1919-1920
Negotiations regarding Eastern Galicia

Second Series (edited principally bY E. L. Woodward)

Vol. I - J\nglo-~erican Relations, 1929-1930
British Attitudes toward European Federal Union, 1930
Negotiations With France and Italy regarding naval

armaments, 1931
Negotiations with Germany concerning Austro-German

Customs Union, 1931
II - Negotiations concerning Interallied Debts and German

Reparations, 1931
Further Negotiations with France and Italy concerning

naval armaments, 1931
III - Reparations negotiations with Germany

German Internal Affairs, 1932
The Lausanne Conference, 1932
Neptiatioos with France and the United States concern

ing naval disarmament
IV - Disarmament Negotiations, 1932-1933

The Political Situation L, Germany, 1932-1933

Third Series (edited principally by E. L. Woodward)

Vol. I - Negotiations With France, Germany, and Czechoslovakia
concerning the Sudetenland (the prelude to Munich)

II - Events Immediately before MQ~ich

The Munich Settlement

General Works

Short Journey (1946), a biographical essay,
The Teaching of International Relations in a University (1945); a"l

inaugural lecture at Oxford.
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est Uowellpl WoodJrard

Bornl 1890

Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 190 1913

During his years as an undergrsduate at Oxford • 00 stuci1ed
with Sir est arker (conatitutional lall'), A. L. isher
(modern history), es and Z rn ( reen history) an Bussell
(later P.oman history)

Senior scholar of st. John's College, 1913-1914. This s a traveling
scholarship for a perio of four years. • Woodtrard spent the
first year in France, but the War of 1914 interrupted his plan
to spend a year each thereafter in Oertlllll:lY, Russia, and the
Cnited states. StUdied wit rgson at Coll~&e de France

Lieutenant of Field Artillery in the British ArtllT. 1914-1918, nth
service in France and the Balkans.

In the Historical Section of the Foreicn Office, 1918, 1919, war on
docUJ:IP.ntation for use of the British delegation to the Paris
Peace Conference

Fellaw of All Souls College, be~nn1ng with autUllll1 of 1919 (after a
brief period as histo17 ster at ton). 'de Do::l8stic
Bursar of ..11 Souls in 1922. At All Sou1ll Ca.::le under the
in.."1uence of two other outstand1n scholars I Sir Charles Oman
( egius Professor of istory and one of the great military
hiBtOrians) and ancis Y. dgeworlh (ProfesBor of Political
Econo )

1931 and again 1934 Rhodes Travelling Fellaw in Africa and the Far
E st. Spent part of 1934 in Canada en route to China

1944 elected t.!ontague Burton ProfeBsor of International. el&tions
(succeeding Sir Alfred Z ) and Fellaw of Dallio1 College,
f.xford ~ ~.::l.uJ ,

Oll' professor of modern history~'WorI18ter College, Oxford

incipal publications I

Historical I

Christianity and "ationalillll in the Later ROlIlllJ1 Empire (1917)
Three Studies in opean ationallllll (1929)
War and Peace in Europe, 1815-70 (1931)
French evolutions (1934)
Great Britain and the German avy (1935)
The Age of Raform, 1815-70 (13th vo1U1118 in the Oxford History of

England) 1938
Docl1Jlllents on tish Forei Polic,-, 1919-39, ed.
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Publications (continued) I

Cenerall

The Twelve Winded Sk;T
Short J 0UI'l1llY

Single Lecturesl

The study of International Relations at a t:niversity (194 )
Some 'olitical Consequences of the AtoJllc Bomb (1945)
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

Dear Bob:

Cctober 20, 1950

.Iould it be impertinent of me to sug-est that
you have another talk with Woodward at your c~nvenience?

Such a talk would be appropriate, in any case, after
your conference with the four people from Princeton.

I am convinced from two long conversations I
have had with oocbrard that his reactions to mediaeval
studies at the Insti~e were not based to any considerable
extent upon his personal evaluation of Kantorowicz. He
tells me, for example, that some fifteen years ago he
wrote a long memorandum for Flexner--on Flexner's request
that he do so--in which he said many of the same things
which he said to you a week or so ago. If you are willing,
I should very IJUch like a word or two with you about this
whole question at your convenience.

Sincerely yours,

/1.
Edward L. Earle

Dr. Robert oppenheimer

".S. This was written before my brief talk with you in
the Connnon Room.
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Abstract of letter of 16th January 1951 from E. L. 00 d to
E. !t. Earle:

"I was much interested in your letter [concerning the Yale

Institute for International Studies]. I hope we can get olfers

and that the University takes Dunn. It is most queer that Yale

should let the Institute go; it was producing such good ....ork-

so sensible and quiet and well-balanced. It just be1tilders me;

the Yale group was just what I had once hoped for, in vain, at

OXford."
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1':. L. Yioodvtard, :'rof '5501' of ~od?rn History and fellow of \~orcester

Coll ge, University of Oxford. NoVi bO years old, Professor
r;oodward is en.; of the dClans of British historians. He ""as
educatad at the ~;crchant Taylor's School and Corpus Christi
Coll.:l gc, Oxford. ,'Ster s"rvic" :i.n the Br1tish .';;<peditionary
Forces durin<; th" First riorld ',ar, hz r,;tumed to Oxford
and has rcm'lin3d there fer the past thirty years. In 1944
Ill'. Y'oodward Ivas named as th,~ first ontagu,; Burten ?rof~ssor

of Intarnational Relations at Oxford. H~ res' ned in 1947
to acc.::pt a n Jl'lly-creat"d ~rof€ssorship of modarn history.
Professor ',"ioodwar' was a IJ!cnber of the - stitute for . dvanced
study during the first tern ef the acadunic year 1946-1947;
durine his residence at the Institut" he participatt-d in tho
bicentonnial conf"rcnce5 cf Princuton University and rdceived
from the Univ"rsity an honorary degr.~ of Doctor of Letters.
HG is nOll "ngag0d in editill(; the British Diplomatic DocunlJnts
on tht. Origins of too Second ':iorld ,jar, SCV"l':J. vol'un"s of
,'chich already ,lil IT" b"an published. Ha is a mcmb0r of the
Bri tish ,cadG.'IlY and of th,) mn::rican PhHosophic:J.l Society.
In a.dition to Ius volllJlh.,s of diplomatic docum~nts, Professor
\ oodward has Dublished: Thr"" Studies in "urop.:lan Conser
vatism; 1:c.r an, Peace in Ellrooo, llJ15-l870; Gre'lt Brit1.in
'iiilcftl1e Ucrma.'l l~aV",i; The l1. i.. of Rdorm (Volum~ /.III of th..
Oxford Ristor.>' OI~gland)J and oth_r historical Vlorks, as
w011 as Shor-t ,ourney, an autobiography. s. i,oodvlard Ylill
accom<Jany h"r husband t J t'l:;: United Stat"s.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PJ.lNCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 29, 1950

Dear Professor IToodward:

This is to notify you that the InstitOlte for Adva.'1ced Stud;y has
been desi.;nated by the De rtment of State as a sponsor of the Exchan;e
Visitor Program. Tne serial number assigned to the pro;ram of the
Institute is No. p-156.

There is now a special type visa wlder the Exchange-1isi tor
Progran. If you have alread;y wade satisfact ory visa arrangements, t2lere
is no reason to use this Program. .aut if you have not made visa application,
or if it .lOuld seem advisable to do so, you nay obtain a visa under this
Program; you should present tins notification to the United States Consul
in Your country, and to the Immigration and naturalization Service at the
port of entry into the United States.

Through tllis notification you are designated as a participant in the
Exchange-Visi tor Pro;;ram. DesiV18.tion does not ensure the issuance of a
visa, b.lt it should prove helpful.

( . s. John D. Leary)
Aide to tile Director

Professor E. L. .ooclward
33 UUSelL-:I Road,
Oxford, Englan:l.

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 39: Woodward, Ernest Llewellyn-1933-1950  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



IV

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, l\TEW JERSEY

November 3, 1949

Re. E. L. Woodward

Memorandum to: Dr. OppenheiI!!er

From: E. M. Earle

With the unanimous concurrence of the

members of the School of Historical Studies, I am

requesting that, at your cOIlVenience, you send

Professor E. L. Woodward, 33 1.lUseum Road, OXford,

England, a letter of appointment as member for the

period September to January 1950-1951, at a stipend

of 4000.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Copy to I )Irs. Harts
Mrs. Leary
)fiss Trinterud

OFFICE OF nn:; DDlECTOR

Dear frof.. or

st"dl J, ::: ..ho
lr.3titut. ~ r dv

the ...,.....~'"
l d of
rant ia

again next 1\1'.

ward I

• re all yery pl. eel

ov ber 4, 1949

•

t yo llill bot with

Yours Sincorely,

f

(

Prolessor i. L. oodward
33 use JIDad,
Cx!ord, land
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THE INST1TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 27, 1949

Memorandum to: Dr. Oppenheimer

From: E. Y. Earle

//..,
H (WO

{

As you will see from the attached correspondence, Woodward
feels that the crisis in Britain somewhat alters the situation as he
saw it in the spring. In a way, this is all to the good because he
now seems prepared to come, as originally planned, for a term in
the autumn of 1950 to participate in the seminar on modern France.
What I should like to do, therefore, is to accept his proposal for
membership for next year, leaving larger questions to be settled
then.

From Woodward's letter, one might get the impression that
he had been made a definitive offer of a professorship. I am sure he
does not mean to give that impression, because, when I last saw him
in England, he understood the situation thoroughly. My letter of
October 5 to him made no such proposal. In fact, it said:

No formal vote was taken at the Monday meeting on the
invitation to you, but this was partly because we had not
yet prepared any kind of definitive statement of the case.
We felt we could get further at this stage by a quite
informal discussion. However, there was unanimity on the
point that everything possible be done to secure your
appointment. This will involve formal action by the "School
of Historical Studies", and subsequently by the Faculty as
a whole, and by the Trustees. I anticipate no difficulties,
although, of course, one can never be too sure that a path
into the future will be as smooth as it seems to be.

If you agreec, what I should like to do is to offer Woodward
membership for the first term of 1950-51 at a stipend of, say, $3500
to $4~. Whatever sum is determined on would, of course, come out

,f tho o=y~m f"m =-oml.d ''tW'' ,.~ "'" W,.

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 39: Woodward, Ernest Llewellyn-1933-1950  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



First paragraph of a personal letter from E. L. Woodward to Edward It. Earle
dated October 23, 1949

I am enclosing a formal letter. As you well kno....., I would like very

IIIllch indeed to come to Princeton for four years-so would llarie-we have talked

about it for hours on end. We enjoyed immensely every moment of our time with

you in 1946 and again last year, and I feel sure also that I could get some good

....ork done. On the other hand, I have this feeling that, if Great Britain is going

to be in a very bad way, I just can't run out of it. You ....ould feel this about

the U.S. And, for that matter, nry country has treated me very well in the days

of its prosperity-I have drawn nry income from endowments centuries old, which

could have been maintained only among a people with a respect for la...., and for

knowledge, and I just can't get out of it if things are going badly. The position

now is very serious-I think this present government ought to resign-a general

election is really necessary if only to free the government itself from immediate

electioneering considerations. The handling of the devaluation business has

been inept and, I fear, dishonest. The next 12 months--or less--will be as critical

as 1940, and I think-as I thought in 194D-that we will get through. The 'heart"

of the people is sound, and thete is plenty of ability, and of courage, if only

it can have scope and opportunity.
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GOPY Worcester College, OXford

October 23, 1949

I(y dear Earle:

You will have had my letter thanking you and the Director and your colleagues
for your great kindness in making so magnificent a proposal to me. I have been
thinking about it with real and deep pleasure, and I am writing at some length in
order to explain my position.

I have commitments up to the SU1D!ller of 1951. I shall not finish my "official"
history of foreign policy during the war before that date, and I do not expect to
have completed, until about the same time, the volumes of documents which I am pro
ducing on British Foreign Policy, 1919-39. After the sumner of 1951 I expect to be
free. I shall have done all I have wanted to do here in the way of making changes
in our History School. I have in fact just come to the end of my time as Chairman
of the Board of Faculty, and, to my surprisel, I have carried the main proposals
I set out to bring forward.

I could therefore decide here and now to accept your invitation if the
Institute came to a final decision about it, but there is one major difficulty.
(There is a minor question. If I were asked to succeed Livingstone as President
of my old College, I should finc$.t hard to say "no", but I do not in the least
expect to be asked-there are two eligible candidates among the Fellows, and I
would not want to come in merely as a tertius gaudens. Anyh01l' I would know about
this in six months time.) The real trouble is the situation in this country.
Without being portentous about mysel.f, or holding inflated ideas of what I could
do by staying here, I just feel that, if things became bad, I should not want to
leave-it would be too much like running away.

As you know, I thought in 1946 that the testing time would come earlier than
it bas come. Last year I began to wonder whether, after all, we should avoid the
climax I had expected. e can't avoid it now, and it is impossible to say what will
happen within the next twelve months. I think we shall come through alright-though
I'm afraid matters will get worse before they begin to improve: I donlt believe that
the proposals llhich the Government is making tomorrow will reallY meet the
situation, and I regard it as a grave mistake not to hold a general election now.
However, be that as it may be, my personal feeling is that I cannot decide to--
leave this country until I know how things are going, and I doubt whether it will
be possible to judge the position for another year (or perhaps 8 or 9 months).

In these circumstances you and your colleagues may well think that, in the
interests of the Institute, you ought not to wait for a firm answer from me. If
you do think this, I shall fully understand your reasons, and shall always be proud
that I have had your invitation.

If, on the other hand, you do not regard it as impossible, from the point of
view of the Institute, to wait until this time next year for a decision, I would
make a suggestion. I would propose that you suspend your offer, leaving yourselves
entirely free not to renew it if other arrangements are required--and that you
consider having me for the autumn term of 1950, when-if your offer were renewed-
I could certainly give you a definite answer. (Four months are in a different
category from four years, and I could certainly come for the autumn term of 1950.
I have to go-as representing this University-to the International Historical
Congress in Paris at the end of August, but I could leave in the first week of
September, and stay until January 1, 1951. I see no difficulty about getting
leave from here.)

If this plan should commend itself to you there would be an additional
advantage from my point of view in that-should your invitation be renBTled-I
could then make arrangements llhile I was in Princeton for accommodations, etc., in
1951 and onwards. As a matter of fact these arrangements would be very simple.
It would not be worth llhile for us to take a house-the best plan would be to try to
get a bedroom and sitting room at the !lassau Tavern. e should not want more
accommodation, as I should be working at the Institute and in the University Library.
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I should tell you what my work would be during the four years. As you
know, I have promised Nevins to write a history of England since about 1832 in
a series which he is editing. This is a short book-about 18O,()()()"'200,OOO words
and I must have it done by the end of 1951-earlier if possible. I have alread;y
3ent Nevins a specimen 40,000 words, and if I were at the Institute next autumn,
I should hope to get the book finished or practically finished. I have long
had in mind a history of the years 1904, or thereabouts-to 1929 or thereabouts.
I want to take this period-roughly 25 years-because I should be able to study
a problem which has been of particular interest to me-holl' far did the First
World ar accelerate or retard social and political movements alread;y in existence
before 1914. When I first began to think of a stud;y of this kind--that is to say,
when I 1IClS planning it before 1939-1 considered it in terms of a history of Europe.
I noll' see that it would be unmanageable over so wide a field, and I would limit it
to Great Britain (though I should have to make some incursions into France).

I had to postpone work on the subject in 1939, and I have not gone back to
it while I have been doing these laborious investigations in the Foreign Office
archives. The book would be a whole-time job, and I cannot treat it as a div:erl:ion.
I want to go back to it, and I cannot dela;y doing so beyond 1951 because it will
take me 4 years-possibly 5 years-and t!lerefore I must make a start soon. (I already
have a publisher who will accept a 2-volume book-indeed he is always asking me
about itl)

I should not want J.lS or archival sources for the book, and I think that there
would be material enough at Princeton. I believe that the University Library can
arrange to borrow books from elsewhere. An;yhOlr, I had a general look round last
year, and found a great deal of material there. Columbia Library is not far off, and
I might find it possible to go to the Hoover Library for a time (thOUgh 1 1 m not sure
whether this is a general library, and not primarily, or wholly, a collection
bearing on military history). I could come back in the summer to urope for ;my
material not available in the United States.

I am assuming that I should have no teaching obligations. I do not exclude
occasional lectures if the Ptiinceton University Faculty invited me to give them, and
if your seminar continues, I would like to come into it, but I should not wish to
feel that I ought to take part--to an appreciable extent--in the general business
of teaching or lecturing. I want to get this book written.

I think this is all I need sa;y noll', but I should add that I have discussed
the whole question with J:ari.e, who agrees fully with me that lI'e ought not to
commit ourselves to a decision now-just as lI'e should not have wished to take
a four-year post abroad in 194D--and once again may I say holl' grateful I am, and
holl' much I appreciate the honour of your invitation.

Yours,

E. L. oodward
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March 13, 1947

Dear Woodward:

I was greatly interested in your letter of February
24th to Ed Earle. ~ertainly the weather t~is year has been an
international calamity. It has been bad enough in Princeton.
In fact, the last of the snow is only just now disappearing at
a time when I ought properly speaking to be out on the golf
course getting my hands toughened up tor the season. I am glad
to say that it is now getting a little warmer and it looks as
if I'll be out on the course before very long.

The O. K. A11ens have been staying with us a few
days on their way to Bermuda and are returning for another
Visit in April. All that they say reinforces your remarks about
the English weather and about the difficulty of getting service
of any kind. You know, of course, about ~. K.'s heart. I must
say that he carries on with remarkable courage and rs. Allen
is beyond all praise.

I am glad to report that ~arr has acceoted our invi
tation to come to the Institute. We have an extremely interest
ing group of scholars this term and it looks as if next term
will be even better.

Earle himself has not been doing so well and the
doctor has ordered him off to Saranac Lake for a period of
complete seclusion. The reports we get from him as to blood
counts, fluid in the lungs, etc. are good and I have every hope
that Earle will be back on the job in good shape in September.
Re looks so well that I with my constitutional skepticism of
doctors was inclined to advise him to defy the medical authori
ties and go ahead with his work. On consulting a very wise doC
tor of my acquaintance about this, however, I was told that I
should be taking a very grave responsibility by giving Earle
any such advise. Under the circumstances, I contented myse~f
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recommending leave on rull salary in the hope that he
no worries and would get back to us by the end of the

I must say that he looks extremely well.

would
sum-

Your visit to the Institute was a great satisfaction
to all of us and we only wish you could have stayed a year
instead of a term.

With kind••t regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

l'A: kr
Professor I!.. L. Woodward
Balliol l;ollege
Oxf'ord, England

Frank Ayd.elotte
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ebruary 24, 1941

dear Earle:

e were thinking a lot about you on saturday. for the newspaper
informed s that you were having a lot of anow and cold, and we wondered
whether you 'Would be able to drive from your house to get your degree. Ie
do hope everything went off alright and that the hood was put over your head
with the proper address, and that you are even now mak1.ng for the mountains.

We are still damned col Last niglIt was about our coldest. 30
degrees of frost on a thel'lllO!!l8ter 1 ft. above ground a few lIIiles out of OXford.
Two more of our pipes are frozen and on is burst, but we aren.t otherwise
oat of action: I'III out of doors ain. In fact I crept round to the dentist
this morning, to be told che8l"f'I.tllJr that I JDl1Bt have so e front teeth out.
(This doesn.t su;rprise me. God gave me too rnan;y-so should have been pulled
in childhood, but in the Victorian way this didn't happen. IIowever, it is a
nuisance to have to lose about 6 good ivories even if 2 are supernumeraries.)

our latest . te Paper 1s.(cheerful reading, but it is a good thing
to get the facts set out so that the working class can understand th • I
wish the Government had had the courage to state the facta a year ago, but
JDa¥be it was psychological.1¥ better to wait a little, and the present send-off
those i"wll restrictions--will in a queer wq bring home the lesson that you
can.t consume, r divide more equitably, things you have not got, and you
o~ get such things by hard work.

The response to the fuel restrictions has been prett)" good on the
whole: one sees that t re is still a great residuary force in the nation
and not merely a dogged power of 'sticking to it.. I don't feel at alJ. that
we are d01!ll and out-in fact, the position looks much less cnD) ing than the

:e:~~n(:ea;~~:ri~ll;: bes:n~~) Ar~~ordst s~~eal~~~)t:: ~~ ~~: as
I've tried very hard this onth-or rather nut--in an article in

Foreign Affairs on what the l'hglish want. As the Yale Review is-still rather
against rq judglllllllt-printing I'I1if lecture, I can feel that I still holding
forth at your sE!ll1narl

Hugh Seton W[ateon]. He doesn't se to he on this term's lecture list.
I'll have the proof of next te 's list in about 10 dqs. Anyhalr I doubt
very E1Uch whether he or any other of his contemporaries could leave OXford in
the next 2 years-certainly not in the next year.

I dined in All Souls last night. It was too cold to sit long but
I had a talk with Falls. A clever, pleasant man: I couldn.t say much more
about nimble rather t orig1na1, I should think, but I'll be able to
judge hiJOl better 1Ihen the ature 1s IIOre favourable.

I wrote to Carr, but haven't an answer. I'll send him a p.c.
if I don't hear in a day or so. Humphrey Sumner looks a little better than
he did a month ago, but he and his sister have no servants and, like most
victirls of our incredibly optilllistic system of plumbing, nearly all hi
pipes are froz enI

All good wishes from both of us. I hope' s. Earle will be able
to go to the mountains with you.

Yours,

E. L. ood1fard

* I have developed a eat longing for thesel J J
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Three Studies in t,uropean Conservatism. 1930.

War and Peace in .c.urope 1815-1870. 1931.

Frerx:h Revolutions. 1934.

Great Britain and the German lavy. 1935.

The Age of Reform 1815-1870. 1938. Vol. 13 of Old'ord History of Lngland.

Short Journey. 1946.

The Teaching of International Relations in a University. 1945.
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Dear Woodward:

I .. delighted to hear that 70U are in the United Statel

and I look forward nth gr",at plealure to 70 arrival in PriDeeton.

I underltaD.d that Earle hall alread;y eDgaaed hotel rOOlll1l

for 7 , but I halt8ll to 1&7 that it it would be convenient for you

to c_ tiut to our boule aJId lpend .. night or two with UB, we should

LooldrlC fon..rd with great plsaeure to 70ur arrival, I..
FAtkr

E. L. Woodward, Elq.
c/o Dr. Reinbold .eibubr
606 Welt 1~2D4 St.
lew Yorlc,.lII. Y.

FrlUllt Aydelotte
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August 21, 1946

ear oodward:

any thanks for yo r letter of August 12th. I
am delighted to know that you are soon to be on this side of
the ocean and hasten to say that we look forward with great
pleasure to your appearance in Princeton.

I shall have your mail forwarded to Kagnetawnan
until receive notice from you as to when y u are coming
do • I know that Dr. Flexner usually leaves about the 1st
of September and I doubt whether it would be safe to forward
mail after that date.

Earle asks me to say that he looks forward with
great satisfaction to your participation in the Seminar this
year.

Hope you are haVing a good holiday in Canada.
So far s am concerned, I ave had no holiday at all, being
completely occupied with th proble~ of the housing shortage
in ?rincetoo, which is as bad here as it is in OXford, though
th~t i saying a good eal. 1.1 ide~tally, I am also concerned
ith the housing shortage in O~ford and a just now completing

arra ge~e t3 for the ale of E st n H0use to the Loveda/s.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

FA: r

E. L. oodward, Esq.
c/o Dr. Abraham Ylexner
agnetawan, Burks Falls,

Ontario, Canada

Frank Aydelotte
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THE I STITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
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ay 6, 1946
•

Dear Woodward:

I have just returned from Palestine and read
last night your outsta~ding lecture on "The Political
Consequences of the Atomic Bomb." I endorsed with en
thu-ia~m Earle's proposal to invite you over next year,
and my enthusiasm is only increased by reading your
lecture.

Hav you se n Lilienthal's Report on the Inter
national Control of Atomic Energy? On the chance that you
have not, I am sending you a copy under separate cover. It
seems to me that Lilienthal's committ~e has gone a long
way to meet the conditions which you laid down in your
lecture. I hope very much we can get him here for a con
ference sometime while you are in Princeton next year.

With kindest regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

Professor B.L. Woodward
All Souls College
Oxford, England

FA:mh
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April S. 1946

Dear President Dodde I

Th1a 18 to acknowledge receipt or your let-

ter regarding hous1:ng for the lJoodIIarde. I art h

ee re the probl ie. and I I!lIl bldn.. f!NI!rr step

'rithin to adjust the situation. bank y..u

verr ld.ndly for th consideration you have given our

part o! t probl

!O!ll'll sincerely.

ton orne
for the tanding c tt..

Dr. Harold lJ. Dodda. President
Princeton University .
Princeton. N.J. .

1GB
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PRESIDENT'S ROOM

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

March 28th, 1946

Dear Dr. Horse:

Dr. Flexner has written me about the housing
problem for the Woodwards. As you know, Professor
Woodward is to participate in one of our Bicentennial
conferences, and naturally we would provide him with
aocomnodations durin~ the period of the oonference.
Hovfever, as he is to be with you several months a
more difficult housing problem is involved, whioh
would seem to be more your responsibility than ours.
However the University wants to help if it can be
of any service, although we are confronted \vith a
problem in respect to our ovm faculty for which
there seems to be no solution.

Dr. Flexner's letter described the desire
of the Woodwards to be a bed-sitting room, kitchen
and bathroom. I haven't the slightest idea where
such aocommodations oan be found, but we shall help
all we can.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. l.»rston Morse,
The Institute for Advanced StUdy,
Princeton, .-. J.

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 39: Woodward, Ernest Llewellyn-1933-1950  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

llarch 2, 1946

Memorandum to Mr. stewart:

On Fri~ morning, March 1, Mr. Willits of the

Rockefeller Foundation telephoned me to say that the Founda-

tion would offer Professor Woodward a sum of ~2500 to $3000

to cover travel expenses incidental to his visit to the United

states during the academic year 1946-1947. Professor oodward

will be offered the option of receiving these funds himself

or having them deposited with the Institute for Advanced study

to be drawn upon as needed. They will be available, if necessary,

for trans-Atlantic travel, although it is till hoped that the

University may be able to contribute all or part of Professor

VloodJrard's expenses to and from the United states.

/J
Edward lA. Earle
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Copies for Mr. Stewart

February 20, 1946 -J.:-ItSW-

Balliol College

Oxford

dear Earle:

This is a very hasty note, but I must thank you at once for your

great kindness in getting me the two magnificent invitations I have just

had-to the Institute and the Bicentennial Celebration. Of course I

am delighted to accept these invitations, and am most grateful to you

for them.

I was 80 very anxious to com to the United states where I can

learn so much about research and teaching in my subject that I had-last

month-1'l'itten to the Rockefeller Foundation, at the suggestion of Henry

Cla;r here, to ask whether they could make me a grant which would allow

me to combine a te:nn at an American university (I had in mind planting

myself at Princeton) with travel to see a few other universities. I do

not know whether they rlll consider this possibility-it is rather out of

their beat-but I have now wr1.tten to tell them that my application would

be limited to travel before and after-1 shouldn't want to interrupt my

sta;y- at Princeton by going awa;r on a tour. (I have told Professor Meritt

about this.)

I shall bring my wife nth me-our wants 1I'Ould be very simple:

a bed sitting room, kitchen and bathroall_e could look after oursleves

as we have learned to do here in the last six years.

I rlll write you more fully about plans but I must send this off

at once to thank you.

Yours sincerely,

E. L. Woodward
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li'ebruar,y 26. 1946

Professor E. L. Woodlrard
Balliol Colleg
Oxford. land

)(r dear Woodlrardr

We are all d ht d that you have accepted the Prince-
ton invitations for the autumn.

I very much hope that it m;q be possible for t Rocke
feller oundation to protide you with an opportunity to tisit a
nUlllber of Am rican universities for the purpose of discussing
research and teaching in international relations. It yould be
possible. I am sure, for us to arrange a sort of lecture tour
Yhich would cover all of your expenses, but such an enterprise,
as you know only too yell, would be pl1:rsicallJr and intellectll&11Jr
exhausting and would not enable you to accCIIIIPlish ;TOur primary
mssion of becaning acquainted with rican scholars and their
YOrk. eedless to 8~, _ shall be glad to support ;your appli
cation to the Rockefeller Foundation for a travel allowance.
I lila writing Mr. W1ll1ts todaT solioiting his help. In any
oase, you can count on 118 to do everything possible to b
about the full realisation of your plana.

Would you please let me knOY the approximate dates of
your s~ in the United states. I prellUlll1ng, off hand, that
you Yill wish to CCIDS during the er and may d sire to s~
on until the follOYing spring. It yould be helpful, I think, if
I could have this information. I should like even now to discuss
with s of my colleagues at other American univ rsities the
possib1llty of ;your visiting th_.

We shall al 0 do what _ can concerning living- acc 0

dations as s as I know lIhen you plan to arrive and lIhen you
plan to leave.

This is going to be an exciting year in American acadtnic
institutions and I am confident that you Yill profit frOlll it, as
n shall certainly profit fro our aasociat1.on with you. I need
not tell you how delighted I personslly am that this plan Yhich
ia so close to rq heart is about to be realised.

SincerelJr yours,

EdIrard ead 1.
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For Mr. Stewart

2. • J. H. W1ll.1ts. 2/26/46

P.s. The figure ot ,00 to 3000 B h1;h. It ie, hOWBV r,
bas d on the fact t t oodWard will. bring II. Woodward with h1II
and alBo that it be Mees ary to detrq all or part. at his
expenees to and tr the ted States. Should tram- tlantie travel.
allowance be nee ary, the Institute tor dnneed St ~ ..ould, I ,
be prepared to~ a portion ot II ch expense••
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cop y

BALLIOL COLLEGE
Oxford

¥ebruary 20, 1946

Dear Professor orse:

Thank you very much for your letter and for your most
generous invitation on behalf of the Institute for Advanced btudy.
I shoul be delighted to spend a term at the Institute--I have
long wanted an opportunity of this kind, and am most grateful to
you for giving it to me. In ract, I had already--last month--,
made, at the suggestion of various people, an application to the
Rockefeller toundation to enable me to combine a term at an
American university with travel to other universities in order to
learn from the~ their methods of teaching and research in my
subject of international relations.

Ion't know yet whether the ockefeller !'-ounaation will
have found it possible to consider a grant of this kind, but I am
now writing cO ~ll them of your very kind offer and to say that
my application to them would be ~i "ted to a smaller undertaking-
i.e., a visit to a few universities before or after my stay at the
Institute. I shoul not want to interrupt my term at the Institute
by travel elsewhere.

I have also heard from Professor bprout inviting me to
take part in the Dicentennial celebration of Princeton University.
I feel most honored at these two invitations from the university
ana the Institute, anu once again I should like to thank everyone
concerned for their kindness.

Yours sincerely,

E. L. VI ooaward
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{ Febr'l1817 14, 1946

Professor E. L. Woodward
Balllol College
Oxford. gland

I(y dear Professor oodJrard:

It is with the greatest pleS8ur8 that on behalf of
the Faculty I am extending to you an inVitation to beco e
a Kember of the Institute for Advanced study for the first
te of the academic year 194 1947. We are hoping that
you m;q be able to accept this inVitation in Vip of t
fact that you now have under consideration attendance at
the Bicentennial of Princeton University.

The Institute lI1ll be abl to put at your disposal
a stipend of $2.000, plus .000 for the differential in
liVing costs which lI1ll be 1n'701ved in your absence tr
Oxford. It is hoped, aa you know, that Princeton University
lI1ll proVide your travel expenaes to and fr the United
states.

Professor Earle is lIriting you at eater length
concerning the School of conOlll1cs and Politics, lI1th
which you would be associated. and giVing you such other
details 8S you mq need to enable you to make a dee1aion.

eamrb1J.e. you ht talk with Professor Benjamin D. eritt
of the Institute for dvanced StudT, who ill, &II you know,
now in residence at Oxford 88 stman Professor. Professor
Keritt lI1ll ve you eny general 1n!01'lll8tion you desire
concerning the work at e Institute and lI1ll. we are con
fident join with us in the hope that you mq be in resi
dence here during the ctllll1ng aut1lDlll.

Sincerely yours.

TO KORSE
Chairman of the Standing COlIIlll1ttee
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ebruarr 14, 1946

Profeesor • L. ooc:brard
Balliol Colle
Oxford, and

lIT dear Oodlrardl

This letter is suppl tery to Professor orse's official invi-
tation, which goes for-arci in th s_ elope. It is also IJUPP enta.l7
to the letter of Professor old Sprout, dated February 11th, extending
to you an official invitation to participate in the Bicentennial of Princeton
11n1versity.

In vimr of the interests which '" ve in co on and of
wr ardent ope tba t co years 1I'1ll ring ev closer cooperation
than ye ve tofore lIlIjoyed, I very .uch hope t you~ see your
n,y free to detach yo sel!!r Oxford, the Fore Office, and your
other numerous interests, for the purpose of spending a te nth Ull t
the Institute. There is enclosed a copy of the current illetin 0 t
In8titute, wbich 1I'1ll ovide moat of the general info tion you 1I'1ll
requir", and, as Professor orse sq., Ben ritt 1I'1ll be able to be of
further assistance should you need it. aut t begina ep er 16
and closes Dece:'llber 14. If, of co se, you can arran e to sta;y on until
the end of January, .... ehall be delighted to have you.

As Britt 1I'1ll explain, ership in the Institute inv01v
no obl atioJa in the ya:r of lecture. or other routine ac c responsi-
bilities. You '1ft) d be free to do about as you chose, altholO.gh, of co se,
I hope you and I be able, should you c e, to spend a good deal of tim
toge er in consideration of SOlDe of the critical probl in international
affairs which no-. confront us all. You would also, of co se, have cces
to all of the reso e 0 Princeton University. ere Y1ll a IllIlIIber of
persons on t aculty in the De ents of History and olitic8 0 0 d
....lc you nth t entbwl and nth , I .. co~ dent, you
Yould d89'elope the most intilllate ersonal, as Y 11 as intellectual, associa
tions.

The housing situation in inceton, as almost everywhere else,
ia va bad, end 1I'1ll be COIIplicated this cOlll1ng aut bT an increas
n er of re veterans and bT the c oni s in connec 0 nth
Bicentennial at the \Jn1Tersity. e .hould, I think, have r lativelT little
difficulty in finding living acc odations for you, but ye ht be
put to it, should you decide to bring II. oodJrard. However, on th1 point
_ should not be yl J) i ng to confess total failure until Ye bad at least tried.

I need not tell you how J1Uch your presence here would an to e
and wr coll s, &II _11 as to a n r of '«Y friends at the 11n1versity.
I, arore, ur nth all. rq heart t t you accept this invitation,
if it is humanly possible for TOU to do so. Your presence here would be one
step forward in establillhing the intimate associations wbich 0 ht to exist
between the Princeton cOJllllUnit;r and Oxford.

With every good nsh,

Sincere:Q- yo ,

Edward ad Earle
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Februar,y II, 1946

0: !he St ndiap: Co 1\tee

rCBI

Subject:

. Plener

he Sch~ol of ,cono ics d Politics as y ted t) inv1te .Tofe2sor

, L. V"O "",rd, n • t;ue PrefeBS r nf InterDF 10nA1 Re1"ti~n at

Oxford Univ~r ity, to com~ to tt~ In<t1tute c ~ ~ember for th

A t, term of 1<;1:6 ith" -ti"end of ?,OOO and .. A~'llenent ry

gr·nt of $1,000 for dlffer.nt1r~ in living cn"te. Prof seor oonv~rd

111 'l.,t !l!! d t!'PITel e1:"enee" since he 1s beinp, invtt"d 11IluUaneously
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 8, 1946

i..emorandtun to Mr. ",efler:

This is by way of confirmation of our conversation of this
morning concerning Professor oodward.

You ~ve generously a reed during my absence in ashin]ton on
.onday to ")resent to :essrs. Stewart and arren and, with their approval,

to the Standing Committee the question of bringing to the Institute as a
member for the autumn term of 1946 Professor ~. L. 'oodvrard, "ontague
Professor of International Relations at nxford University. Professor
,oodward is being invited b~ Princeton University to '1articipate in a
conference on international relations to be held in connection with the
bi-centennial exercises. P.is particular lecture is scheduled in mid
October.

There are a nu.'Tlber of reasons why it "ould be highly desirable
to take advantage of Professor oodward's .,resence in America to associate
hiJn for a term with the School of ::conomics and Politics of the Institute.
He is a distinguished historian, well !moym to Professor 'eritt and ::Ie
of the Institute and to professors of the History and Politics Departments
of the Universit,y. He has recently become very much interested in military
affairs, so that he would become a member of my seminar should be accept
an Institute invitation. He would also, it is hoped, work intimately
during his "resence r.ere with ProfessOlS Sprout and Viner of Princeton
tmversity.

TIle D"niversit,y intends to pay Professor .oodward's travel expenses
to and fron the British Isles. The Institute would need, I think, to
offer hiJn a stipend of ;2,000 for the first term and ryer:1aps a supple
mentary grant of 1,000 for his differential in livine costs.

s I told you this morning, 'e want Professor oodward for himself
and also for the additional tie which it would T)rovide with C'Y..ford. He
was for a long til!le a :"ellaw of All Souls Collebe, with which we already
have cordial relationships, and in his present Professorship is in
residence at 3alliol. :e would, I am confident, be a great addition to
the intellectual life of this cornnmity if we can ")ersuade hil!l to accept
me:lbership in the Institute at this time.

A.
Zdvrard : • Earle
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February II, 1946

Mem~r dum

To: The Standing COm::littee

From: W. W. Riefler

Subject: Professor • L. Woodw~rd

The School of Economics and Politics as voted to invite Pro~es6or

~. L. Woodward, Montegue Professor of International Relations at

Oxford University, to come to the lnstitute as a me~ber for the

Autumn term of 1946 with p stipend of $2,000 p~ ~ supnlement.ry

grant of $1,000 for differential in living costs. Professor Woodward

.ill not need travel exnenses since he is being invited simultaneously

by Princeton University to partici~te 'in a conference on Internati'nal

Relations to be held in connection with ~tinceton's Bicentennial

exercises.

Professor Woodward was for a Illng time p Fellow of All Souls

College And in cis nresent nrofeesorship is in reeidence at Balliol.

T.
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ALL SOULS COLLEGE
OXFORD

May 18, 1934

M;y detU' Fle:mer:

I was delighted to get your letter. It is most kind of you to say

that you will have us if' we oane aver, and we ....ill wait your cable. If you are

ooming here or anywhere in Europe. I will join you (or rather, if you are ooming

here, I will hope you will join us and stay here. If you are going for a oure,

I will go to the same plaoe). If' you are not ooming to Europe, we will oome to

you.

I have had the ohanoe of' a lunoh and an afternoon talk with Frankf'urter.

I think on more than general lines we are in agreement. I will talk to him again

about the"statistioal appr06ch" in general and llarshak in particular. Yie have

asked him to lunoh next ....eek. Unfortunately he oan't come, but I will get my

chanoe of talking to him. I think he is very good indeed, extraordinarily ....e11-

balanced and at the same time very !'ull of life and of ideas. Nothing oounterfeit

would ever get past him.

On the "statistioal approaoh": I have heard a great deal about it here,

where there are wide plans. I have also heard Dr. Day of the Rookefeller Foundation

talk about it. I thou ht Day rather hoped too muoh f'r0lll it, and did not see that

the investigation of the problems of sooiety is an art as muoh as a scienoe, and

that statistical enquiry cannot take you beyond a oertain point. A reat deal

depends on the way the question is put and I f'elt that I wanted to quote to Day

the old lines about the Bible: "This book is one in which every one finds and

bravely reports the dogmas which he himself believes in."

The philosopher's criticisms of the historian's "faots" are partioularly vital

here, and one has to remember that while in the physical sciences the most important

things tend to be "resemblances"}in the study of man in society the most important

things tend to be "diff'erences".
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One has also to remember the quick change in intellectual fashionB.-

particularly among the new soiences - and the astonishing way in 1Ihich each

ohan e is regarded as the discovery of the philosopher's stone. I oan't help

thinking about it all in terms of another Latin tag. phrase about the
(Not by ~ one road is one able to

need for toleration in religious questions: non uno tantum (solum) itinere potest
carry out his journey to so wonderful an end)

-ed-~ paide- or even Kipling's "There are nine and sixty ways

of cOlllposing tribal lays, ani every single one of them is right."

At the same time I think you might do very well to begin on this

statistioal line and to set up a model. If you set up a model, everything depends

on getting a good director - someone who has oommon senBe as well as brilliance,

I
and won t use his machinery "tendentiously". This is the great fault in this

oountry (another fault - "triviality"- is most easily correoted) among the

statistical sociologists.

I am inolined to think that M. would be a very ood man to choose.

If we should appoint a Reader here in statistics, he is the most likely candidate

(I may mention, for your ear alone, that there is a chance of this, but on our

present plans the Readership would pay ioSOO a Yl; so if he were wise he would came

to you. You could also give him more scope.) He is extremely well spoken of by

the economists here, and I believe he has had sOllle ohance of a post in Sweden. We

are deciding next week (there is no doubt about the formal decision - our Research

Committee has made a recamnendation) to subsidise him for another year, during

which the Readership may possibly mature (as usual, it is a question of funds).

M'S history is curious - he was imprisoned,as a youth, by the Tsarist govt; he

fought in Kerensky's arm,y against the Bolsheviks, and then took refuge in Ge~,

whence he has now been expelled. I should say that he had very good, sound

judgment, and, as his history shows, is unlikely to go to extremes in an::! theory.

on the technical side he is said to be very brilliant.
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But would it not be better for you to oane over and see him? You

would _nt to know how he would fit in. I feel, as you must feel, a certain risk

in taking so many non-Amerioan citizens. The risk beoomes greater as you

mathematics proper - you want the Institute to take roots in the soil. and not to be. or

to get the reputation of being. too muoh a European affair. At the same time

a man of M's oapacities would make an ideal bridge betrleen the mathematical and

the hlllll8.Ilist sides. But, to my mind, there is still an enormous gulf between the

refinements of oalculating machines and the observation of men in sooiety - end

the divination of politioal oauses.

I must take this to the G.P.C. here to catoh tomorrow's mail.

E. L. W.

P. s. Congratulations on the new endOl'ill1ent, though it means more responsibility

for you.
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My dear Flexner:

I
All Souls College

Oxford

April 21, 1934

/e have just come back fran Ireland, where we decided that we ou$t

to ask the Rhodes Trustees to postpone our journey for another yee:r. Lothian

thinks they will a ree to do tl:is. wire's mother had a relapse a li tle time

ago, but has recovered a little; one can't say what will happen, but I felt that

if we could Vl8.i t we ou'" t to Vl8.i t.

Now I am most anxious to see you and to talk at length about the

Institute. I would do whatever s"ited you best. If you should be comin~ o"er to

Europe for a cure. we would be delighted if you would stay with us for a time.

If my wife should be in Ireland, it is the easiest thin~ possible for me to put

you up in College for as long a time as you can stay.

If you should be O"oing to a continental spa, I would come ove to it

and establish myself, if I mi.-ht be allowed. near to you. If you are stayinG in

America, I would come over in the sumoer, if it we e really con enient for you

and' s. Flexner, at whatever tilDe sui ted you. A time in July - toward the end -

would be the time I should suggest, but the date I mentioned (leaVing Oxford on

June 23) as the time we should have started on our eastern tour, would sllit us

equally rell. wife would come with me if it were possible, but we should have

to decide this nearer the time.

I won't make e:rry arrangements until I hear from you.

Frankf ter ll8.s been a.my all t~is vacation, but I shall now try to

~et hold of him by himself - a difficult tter as he is much sOUf;ht after.

A lovely sprin.:; day today. I.e went out to tea in the count1"'.{ some

15 miles off. It is quee that as one ~ets older one is even more affected by

the coming of spriIli" Then I was youne; I thou"'ht that older people becane
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habituated to thi~s of this kind. I am lad to discover that the very opposite

is the easel

My wife sends her love to you all.

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) E. L. liood"lB.rd

Of course. when I say "you", as touchinl'; coming to Oxford, I mean "you" collectivelyl

~y vafe isn't likely to 0 to Ireland again before June 10.
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AIL SOULS COLLEGE

OXFORD

oh 29, 1934

dear Flexner:

I was very glad to have your letter. It came just as I W8.ll trying

to ret influenza and my annual attack of fever. I had heard a little earlier

about your neuritis from Frankfurter, and "l'l8.S just going to 1'1l"ite you. I em

sorry you have had so bad a time. I expect the inaction worried you as muoh as

the ain almost. I hope you are really better now, and not doi too much.

nould not a holida~- in Europe be a good thing for you?

I have been thinking and thinking about the plan you are working out.

(Inoidentally, I'm alright now. Took same time about it beoause I had to go

back to work too soon). I met ltitrany the other day and want to have a long talk

with him next term and also with Frenkf'urt r. I see F. quite often, but so far

never for any long talk. He is very muoh sought after here and is doing some

excellent work.

I don't know what to think of the economists. I a ree with you that

they are all pretty near to bankruptcy in the sense that they ha""'e cOl:lllitted thBl!l

selves too deepl and have made too many bad mistakes. One can't help thinking

of the astrologers of ancient and medieval ki s, and indeed one begins to under

stand why astrologers could survive their bad mistakes when one sees how our

eoonomists go on blithely prophesying after all their foreoasts have gon awry.

It is also ins truotive to remec.ber that the knowledge of the stars onl began to

make real progress .,;hen the students of the stars left off trying to be arbiters

of kin.-doDS and advisers of kings and took to humble tasks like measuring and

reckoning - and getting better lenses.

Still the analo does not really hold, and SOl!lething ought to be

done with all the teohnique. I don't know what to sa until I know more definitely
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what you are setting out to do on the political side: I will hear this fran

llitran;:. But in gen ral I em quite sure that the line you have taken on the

scientific side is the right line of approach: 1. e., not to have too cut and

dried a schaoe, and above all to begin with small things - with posi tive lines

of inquir..;. I mean inquiries 1ihere one can get a definite answer and mere the

field is not too wide. If you insist - and insist vigorously - on this

positiveness, :ou will exclude the windbags and gaebags and doctrinaires and

phrasemongers. I sa;' this because our economics school here is suffering frcn

the disease of tryinl to do too muoh. Our young men all want to be speoialists

in enormous questions of general interest - currenoy problems, gold standard, eto.,

on which they can wri te letters to the T1Jnes and debate over the misstep; mean-

while the SD8.11er questions go uninvesti ated. The seme thing is true of

political science. I notice it in our own oollege, with Curtis and the Warden

himself always trying, as it were, to swim the Atlantic. I think it would be a
sooial

good thing for all university professors of the so-oalle~scie oes to begin the

day by reading the advice addressed by Elisha to laeman.

I shall hope to have a good ohance of talking over the whole question -

and more also - when we meet. We go to Ireland next week; when we are there we

shall decide ....hether to carry out our voyage of last year. In allY case I shall

oome, if I may, to see you in Amerioa or at your camp. If we go the whole voyage

we should leave here in the last week of June - about June 23. I should have no

other engagllJllents in Canada or U.S.A., and if you were free, I would oane direct

to you either at Princeton or your lake.

I listened two days ago for nearl two hours to a member of the Crane

Insti tute, who is here looking out for likely people. I'm bound to say that I

didn't think veI1' muoh of the scheme Which these Crane trustees he e adopted. It

seemed to me. when you took it to pieces - to be little more than the vague desire

of some rich and benevolent and exceedingly well~nded people to get better

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 39: Woodward, Ernest Llewellyn-1933-1950  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



- 3 -

information than the newspapers will give them. The plan of dotting the world

with some 20 people who are to colleot information - without real researoh into

'oauses' - on every conceivable subjeot of "eneral political and social interest

is not likely to produce very good results. These 20 people will be up against

all kinds of difficulties. and the central authority will be up against practical

difficulties in relation to their 20 representatives. None of these things were

thought out, or even thought of. I didn't like to say too much, but I felt I

would like to present the Crane family with a copy of your book.

I'm interested that you liked Nicolson' 5 book on Lord Carnock. It

is a very well-written book, but I think myself it is, in some seotions, very

unscholarl , and written without any real ra.sp of the subjeot matter - sometilnes

it is almost unsorupulously superfioial - and all the more annoyingly superficial

beoause H. Nioolson, if he had spent five or six years over the book, might have

done something very much better.

I'm a little biased perhaps beoause I 8C almost in despair about the

diplomatic history of the period between 1890 and 1914. I had hoped in ~ book

that I oould take muoh of this for ranted: that the facts were really established,

but I have found that this is very far froc being the case and I ha e. to examine

a very reat deal of the evidence, because practically none of the books are really

reliable. This is taking an immense time - I don't see when I can get to the end

of it all. The more one looks into the doouments and memoirs the more distrustful

does one became of all the secondary authorities.

ITe went over to Paris last week-end to a small conference of English

and French historians - very interesting and I think very Taluable. e divided

into two sections - medieval and modern; there were not more than 12 - 16 of us

in eaoh seotion. I oame baok for a very sad thing. Ryder died suddenly of heart

failure. As thi s were, I oould not have wished him to have lived, beoause the

dootors found he had oancer, and e.a they oould not operate, he is spared months
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of' great pain. But I am sad to lose him. He was a f:ood, honest man, of' a loyal~·

one does not of'ten find.

One does not know what to think of' Europe now. On the whole, I believe

the situation is less - a little less - dan erous than it appears; but one can't

really tell f'or another year, perhaps, until one sees what is happening inside

Germany. It is queer that the boundaries of' liberty in Europe now are pretty well

what they were a hundred ~...ars ago - with a similar internal position in England

and France: France, dissatisfied, irritated with her government, yet determined to

keep her liberty; England, with a new class coming into power, a new set of problems,

and perhaps, as in 1834, on the verge of a great change in what one might call

social tone.

With our good wishes to you all,

Yours very sinoerely,

(Signed) E. L. Wood'tlSJ"d

I lIOn't ask you about that grant again, but I thank you onoe more, and I hope I

shall have the chanoe of earning it properly. I haven't done so as yet.
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S temher 12, 193

lIoom",rdl

I 8111 IUIlmer tar 11y b cauae ahortly fier raco vi

yo Ir letter 1 be. a okaet, 0 that I ha to pasa the realind r of the a

i lye I c a to Bew York a rew dayo aro roluctantly, b cause I

wain so cOlll18ob Ith bo Institute hiob I ha to attend to. ro. 1e r 16

a ~ on in Cana<'!a unti or this •
, or I are tOfether ere.

I enClLIl£ a IIIO:Dkll1ke ire and eenor as p and buoy as a bee.

f'riellllo srent the entire sw_r in Dublin. lew !Ill'lahirll. rehear 1nr BOll1IlI

aM er

p'a 0 hiob they are ,oin to rive in York thio er.

an tryiDr" t he atoo it extr y 11.

I .. sorry that you an OUt' ire haTll ha ao oh ie out your

fe' other. d I <0 ho that by t'is t thl a I:avo m ro d, so that you

ro able to t a c tion.

I v no t re d your Gcri it ese~ •

btl s 1 let you he r fr on t~ oubj ct , t r. ',i e. I ndor hat

liht .he bree. .<10 of the conomio Co erence rows u n he. ,ro 1 ith hich

I co ro ted, ly, the or ~ltation of the cho?l of 0011 Politics.

r.IUrmlr a ou a e one of the t_ 0 ClOD

You must not return e ohec • b U8ll I

aort to yOll an to bot fraa you sue

iva.

feel f'r o t u a ions of tis

It ill intorest o ot int t leans are

8 inrhue land for 081t. Si:Jc th br =" of h oon'a:nc
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Conferonoe thore 1e an unea~ foo in ho e that are in for a poriod ot

1nfl tion. a 1't r hic.h d kru",.. l' hap n.

aJT hile. the Gonan tr dy eses all belief. U oubtedl.

f t faotora hold _ baolc tOle r s the unbro rn BUoces io of lettere

fr Ge frlende ho hav en thr out of their position. Yos er~ay I

hear that forty-thr e nan prof sors had recoin!! appoin nts in he Il8W

;I ve secured posts tor se ral. bat our universities

ur iah Uni r ity at Sbun}~al. Y

ot er than • I t ink.

]ish have one e raor inari y

are all bard up in COlIlllII\tU

ri the be yoars.

nCEl inly ot extra p.nt buil 1ng !! overhead charge

Get old of so time at our convenience I1urin the au •
lk o"er probl • nd let _ have ~other dose of your 0 1s

!til l'lIl8st eetinge to you your c11'e.

r incerely. •
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Am rofnundl depressed the outo~ of ~he muoh heral cd

and prepAre for ~orld Eoonomio Confer oe. and I onnfess fUrther that I am

humili ted by the qUAlity of th delegation lC'h Rnos Tel ~e"t end by his

et in the

orl o~n or; -e oitizen do vndpr - oh oiroumstAnces - ~~o8h hi~ teeth for

•

bet er I,ings'

ro. FJexner j?lns me in

.• L. C'~clm.r. 8.

All ouls Colle~~

Oxford. ., ll'nd

~F:l:'C"B

rme t reetings to ou bnth.

Ever <1noerely•
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This is not a memorandum of a kind which one would shew to a

yet is tough enough to
'u..,.

second~work cannot get

body of trustees. It is simply a few general ideas which one would
~

woul ~to iscuss before drawing up a memorandum With concrete proposals

and reg~ations. For this reason it is desultory and conversational

in stYle, and, like a conversation, runs off here and there at a tangent.

%XaOne of the main tho hts ominant in my min is the necessity for

keeping the plan on a small scale, and not merely uplicating existing

institutions. Another thing which comes into m mind every time I f.o

to the Institute of Historical esearch in London ( and I dont go very

often) is the importance of remembering that history is an art as

~ as a scienoe, and that the best work is the best work not becaUSe

of its "scientific II accuracy - good secon class work sometimes has

fewer imperfections- b t because there is something original, deep,

creative, new- whatever you Will- about it. This creative impulse is a

queer thing which can be killed very easily. an
"'-::I

survive a great~ of the difficulties which

past.

You will see that I have not attemptei to ~hink out any efinite

programme- only to consider i~ general terms what new contribution might

be made by an en owment. I ont know whether I have not been too .1...-. ..JtlO
indefinite. In any case I feel pretty sure that everything I have said

will have occurred ~ 0 you alrea y. f there is anything which s.trikes

you as worth detailed consideration, I ould be delighted to work it
e.->

out at length. ~efore one own to the formulation of a ~EKIKax

scheme it would be necessa~y to examine in detail the constitution and

rules of a number of research institutions in politics. There would per

haps be s much warning as encouragement in an examination of this kind.
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To take two English examples- though neither can be called a Research

Institute: All Souls and the London School of Economics. You know the

faults of All Souls, and I expect you know the f~lts of the London

School of ~conomics. If All Souls wants a good shaking, the L.S.E.

wants a good deal of "debunking". If All Souls is too much of a

pleasant family party, the L.S.E. is too z~«k little of a family, and

too much ~aNReXHRX diVided in opinion and purpose. If All Souls is

a little too sure of itself, and incline to assume its excellence, the

that we could be discussing these things together.

idea .••• And so on.
~ flW ..,.. C<\.-f..,.

I wish immensely

L.S .• is too much occupied With window-dressing, and chasing the newes"

FI1'l-<I\. ~ 9~ ty.~h w.D hAl. r ;..;..J..., be..;, ~f t.:,f U,;...
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lIt is important to remember that there is no one reason, no single

motive, for the writing and reading of history. If the greatest

historians, and not merely the greatest historians, b1ll.t the "rank and

file" od students of history were asked why they had taken up the

subject of hist ory rather than the study of the physical and biological

sciences, or the study of languages, or philosophy, their answers would

be remarkably different. Some would say that they read history out of

curiosity; this curioSity, in the more subtle and educated minds, is

I transmuted into a " esire to know causes". Others would, simply, tell
Come

you of the delight in story-telling; '~let us sit upon the ground, and

tell sad stories of the deaths of kings". Others might say that in

history they found the true tragic theme. ( There is a Japanese saying

that the Samurai are

be said again that a

questions to whi~h

those who know the "sadness of things"

madFho despaire of philosophy_ of the
fvrr d,,;...n. ~""';l

no one has "given anranswer- ~5 to

). It might

asking of

history in

at Oxford and

knowledge of the prst is of practical use to
Modern

of History

order to find in the record of human experience an interpretation of life

which he cannot find in metaphysical speCUlation. Again, there

might be practical motives for the stUdy of history. It is assumed,

perhaps rashly, that a

the statesman and the ruler. The Chairs
I

eambridge were founded by eeorge~in order to assist in the training of

young men for the diPlomati~service of the Crown. Behind this practical

motive may lie an a-moral cynlcism- the attitude of Machiavelli- or
( or, for that matter, tarl Marx)

the belief of GUizot~that there is a deep hIstorical process ,and

that, in Disraeli's words, it behoves a statesman to be "on the side of

the angelS". Or the practical motive may be similar to the motive of
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Aristotle, a practical wisdom to be gained from the stUdy of constitutio,jE

adapted to the varying environment of ciVilised men. Or again, the

motive may be an ethical motive; the desire to find, and expl&~n to

others, the examples of noble living among men of times past ( Plutarch);

piety to the memory of the dead ( "Let us now praise famous men .•. ~);

gratitude to one'a state and country, and a desire to keep its past in

remembrance ( Livy).

Within a single 4epart~ent of human knowledge the same complications
I

may be found. The religpus motive, for example, is by no means simple.

There is religious history, and there is ecclesiastical history; history

written to the greater glory of God (Psalms 105 and 106); history written

to justify the predominance of a priestly caste ,or usages profitable

to this caste; history written to liberate men from fear and superstit~on~
I

as mHAXXE Lucretius wrote religious poetry.

An an.}ysis of the motives which lie behind the reading and writing of

history is not merely of academic value. The development of a scientific

technique of historical study sometimes blinds men of our own time to
i$ .t..~(d

the fact that the reasons Why mQft-Qi~~ history~at all are Widely

different in different historians, and not always logically consistent in

the same historian at different times. If one is to make the best use

of endowments for historical study, if the historian is to be neither a

sentimentalist nor a paid manipUlator of a machine, these ffifferences of
I-.l- ~..... /-<I}l!~ r-< .. ~·!r ..,/..-u '1

motive must be kept in mind. They are ~ int\the baCkgroun~Abut they

eXist~~he confusion wh;ch arises from refusing to recognise their

existence may be observed by asking half a dozen historians why they

are studying hi&tory rabher than any other branch of knowledge.
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The first task of the founder of a historical institute, the trustee

of an endo~ent for historical study, must be to decide what type of

historian, that is to say, what type of history the endowment is to

encourage and support. An ideal society of historians might include

as many types as possible! Ranke and Sybel, Michelet and Taine; Gibbon

and erosius. Yet men are queer crea es, and ar5ists are queer men. 11
~~

a society of this kind could establish a rule of mutual tolerance, t~~~

onism)

\ without which
.....,lJ-

there~ be a

it would dissolve in disorder and mutual antag
..,.,.u

danger that the different points of view

cancel out. This cancelling out ~ a real danger; it has been a factor

making for sterility in the ancient and tolerant societies of Oxford

r- and Cambridge. Efen if this danger were guarded against, there wo~ld

be the tendency Which has affected all monastic societies, all aristo-
~

cracies which ave owed their existence to ideas of serVice; the tendency

tow s becoming a closed and privileged order, With a private code of

behaviour and narrow excellencies. There is the practical dagner of

making men- particluarly men of the sensitive, timid scnolar's temperame,L

too comfortable and se¢ure. Life seems very long to a scholar in an

assured position, working at a subject which absorbs his interest. He
~ .... \" ""'4 If

will make a Virtue out ofAinaience, and use "incompleteness of Ifnowle~e

as an excuse for producing nothing.
'--

The founder of a historical institute, the trustee of an endo~ent, may
i-J,..LI.,

hope to avoid these~ of large societies by limiting his aim.

Even so, there are difficulties, It is still essentia1 to remember that

there are di~ferent approaches to nistory. A sm~ 1 society, if it is to
\

be effective, must be homogeneous, or it will not be a society at all,

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 39: Woodward, Ernest Llewellyn-1933-1950  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



4

and its endowments might as well be 1istribute to the first comers

who can shew sufficient t~chnical aptitude. Bet us assume that your

founder or trustee is making a general survey of existtng types of

organisation which deal with historical studies. Universities will not

etain him long. The facu1ties of Hisjory at the Universities of

Europe and America are generally supposed to cover the whole field of

history, with a certain degree of specialisation according to the

general bias of the University or the haphazard distribution of special

bebefactions. These benefactions are often lop-sided; niversities

seldom have he courage to refuse endowmenta, and can always make the

excuse that the balance may be redressed by further benefactions in

the future. It may be said at present, that from the point of view of

historical studies, there are too many Universities, and too many stud-

ents engaged in what is caled ~istorical research. Any new endowments

ought not to be directed to increasing the number of Universities or

creating socethlng similar to a University under another name.

There are, Within the Universities, or affiIiated to them, a number

of s~ cial schools such as the Ecole es Chartes, or odies such as
of

the ( London) Institute ~~ Historical Research. The former type of
,j~

organisation ~at~l¥lAb a professional training to a particular

class of student who is aiming at special work, scientific or administ

rative in a particular field; the latter aimS at providing a clearing 

house, a central reference organisation for advance historical work.

These institutlons fulfil a useful purpose. Each has its value and each

has its dangers. The former type- the Ecole~es Chartes- runs the
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risk of over-stressing irudition since it exists for erudition, and

ia never mEAa~~txkHt~ has to stand the strain of what one might call

competition in the open market. The public at large troubles little

about it, and allows it, for reasons good and bad, to spin its

cobwebs- or WKaxa make its honey:- for itself. The Institute of

Historical ~esearc~aves much time Km~xNtKt«X1Kxa and prevents a

great deal of waste of energy. Yet there is a danger that this

"slickness" and elaboration of machinery may kill creative work. History

is not made in a factory, and a certain wastefulness must be accepted

In any case there is no

these te~cal institutions.

in all ~kH creative work, as in nature itself. There is such a thing
untidiness as well as the

as the"idleness of genius; a"tempo" of mind which revolts from the

regularity of p;rfect organisation.

immediate need to increase the number of

Already there is too much second-rate work done in history, and a

greater coordination, an increase of technical skill and accuracy will

not make second-class work into first class work.

There is another type of institution, not connected with professional

training, or the teaching of young men, but with the cooperative work

of men with some experience and knowledge of affairs. These Institutes

of Politics, such as the Institute of Foreign Affairs in Great Britain

have great value in developing and organising public opinion, in

spreading reliable information, and counteracting the spread of

unreliable information, and in providing a meeting ground for ~di~ u.J

exchange of ideas. They may be of help to administrators; in a better

organised society they might be of help to statesmen! Again I should

not apply a new endowment to a purpose of this kind. If these Institutes
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become too numerous, too rich, or attempt too much, they will defeat.

their own ends. They will become "official", or what is worse, "semit
..,... Ii;. tt,..~rl

official" and banal. ~~;" ~ .. l..."... h.1r.J~"A.~ '- ~"'~,...J.. ~ J-..""f;uJ",,->(.jJ-iL~

In what direction, then, can a new endowment be most profitably employeul

It is clear that, from whatever point of view historical studies are

approached, the subject-matter is not exhausted, the problems are not

all solved. It is also clear that, although there are no ready-made

lessons of history, k«ax a relevant historical knowledge might have

saved men in power in every quarter of the world during the last fifty

years from mi stakes which ~ave cost a heavy price in blood and tears.

A new "enlightenment" is wanted; an .enlightenment " which will not come

to a premature end, like the "enlightenment" of the eighteenth century,

largely through ignorance of history. How can an endowment contttbute

to this enlightenment? e can assume, from what has been said, that we

do not want to add to existing institutions another inst~ntion in no way

difrerent in type. e can assume, also, that we do not want to do

anything on a grand scale, to found a large, all-embracing society.

e can aJIo assume that e do not want to use the endowment for
E.vd:- \.0 fa" ~. J-. I..".~,,;... , If. L.-t t.-~ ~~

encouraging erudition as such, and as an end in itsel~one end indeed

.is forced upon us by the times in which we live, times which seem

dangerously like the years of the later Roman empire, when the tide of

c~vilisation seemed to be ebbing, and men who had lived in security ~nder

an equal law, went back to the w&lled cities or put themselves under the

protection of local force since they could no longer hope for justice

and security. The ~x~t purpose which the endowment must fulfil must

be the social good, and studies which have been initiated for different
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reasons must be directed towards this end.

before modern society ( apart from proble s

"c...:,.~.

The most urgent problems
"

of personal ethics ) are

those of government. These problems, modern problems for the most part

in their setting, hough they have been su~med up,for example, in

Aristotle's discussion of the different meanings givenl~ equality, fal~

largely within the field of modern history.

The endowment would be used to help the solution of these problems.

Consider then, first, the subject-matter of study, and then the best

means of getting results. e have ~~x~m~ excluded, by definition,

a great deal of the 6ubject-matter of history before the agrarian,

in~ustrial an commercial, and political revolutions of the eighteenth
t

centuriesj but we hRve kept in o~ fold almost as many branches of

study as we have excluded. One might say, ro~ghly, that the problems
1)

of government fall into two ~ain divisions; problems of the more

theoretical kind, &K«xp~a~lBm involving a stu y of forms, instit~tions

and laws,

of mo ern

in their historical setting, and a survey of
IV",· to. v.L:l.r1 1 "- 'Lt..j,i.l' Jt..-1-I,V"""f~.

societies' the aim here is to get the widest

the general trend

possible

generalisations which it is safe to draw rom a study of facts:

2) problems of a practical kind, dealing With the history of particular

states or of particular questions un er the local form in which they

present themselves in one or more societies; practical questions, s~ch

as the actual relationships of states, and the factors which promote

or hinder mutual cooperation. One might define these practical questions,

or rather the mode of dealing With them, by a reference to Ranke's

attempt to find out"what actually happene ". .:let in practise, this

t OM .. b k "'tl ....r
.~~ .... f ftc. 1<l. 1 .j.J.l.'I~

.., E1 ,1......... , A If..~) 1
,,; It. ~,) "\I iI. '" ............ oJ

\~ )ltl:- 1 .....,...;.
.,.•...J<;., ~ Ji.,.} .."lw__
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work of describing "what actually happened" meanscontinual analysis and

selection, and not merely narration; Ranke himself, in emphasising

"political"history, overlooked a great deal of what actually happened.

Anyone who reads erner Sombart, after reading Ranke, might well

complain that Ranke does not tell him the most important "happenings!!,

the 'happenings"which are most relevant to our own curiosity and our

own nee s. On the other hand, the more theoretical subjects of

study lead very quickly to detailed an practical observations. You

cannot make a valuable examination of the classical theories of sover-

eignty Without coming down to dptails about election posters and the

organisation of party caucuses. Graham wallas ' 'Human Nature an
,

Politics

is, for example, a valuable criticism of Bosanquet's Philosophical

Theory of the Saate. The formulation of a right theory of punish-

ment demands, o~ the one hand, a careful examination o~systems of

oral philosophy; but it also involves a etailed examination of the

criminal codes, the prison systems, the crime statistics, of different

countries. Omit the theoretical work, and you will find yourself in the
,;,n11t,1i..t
~confusion Which estroys the value of a great deal of social work, and

a great deal more social theory. (The question of rettributive
almost

punishment, for example, i~always eluded: modern writers will not face up

to it ). Omit the practical examination, ~nd you fin~ yourself not

merely dividing justice from mercy • but wasting your thought on vague

general principles. One might give other instances- an investigation
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into the causes of war, a study of representative government. You are

likely to go wrong in the former case if you 0 not think out the

reasons why modern societies have suddenly realised that war is a

crime- if you do not observe the difference which has come over men's
in

ideas about war since society in generaL does not believe!, or hold as
flt ~.O!'IN .,. '.:

an axiom, personal immortality. , Ruskin and Bismarck,xxta« of all

dissimilar people, saw this point. An example of the failure to

realise its importance may be seen in the ludicrously wrong interpreta~

ions of the career of General Gordon. People talk of the tragedy of

Gordon's death; but if you read Gordon's letters, you will find that

Gordon was not in the ~ast worried about death- particularly death in

battlej what haunted him was a fear that he would linger in old age,

after losing his physical and mental powers.) On the other hand no

explanation of the causes of war between states can be given merely in

general

example

terms. Each war must be taken separately- all attempts, for
• h

to distingUish between a bellum JUS tum, and a war of aggression

have broken down in the past, and it lookS as though modern attempts to

go back to mediaeval theory in this respect will also break down.

Enough has been said to shew that , if the endowment is to be used

for the study of the most urgent problems of modern society there willMr

need to distinguish betweeB the two main divisione-~~h,j
a... .. .

be prioK
.....) f........~..\-
~into which these problems fall. The ~«»iam choice will not lie bet~

. theoretical and practical SUbjects but between different methods
'r .......h-sJ.,;.

of carrying out a programmet Here again one might outline, roughly,

two methods of approach. 1. he trustees of the endowment might draw

up a programme covering a subject Which, in their opinion, waaxw«x needen
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urgent and thorough investigation. uppose, for example, it was decided

to study the influence of law upon publiC opinion. A preliminary survey
Ir> k....J I} ..,;. v(.h:S.,h".. iJI...4.. ...... ,",'tI. "

of work on the sUbject would shew l;ll:e ~apa in iRe BtHlject; Dicey's

work, for instance, would be seen to be out of date in many respects,

even as a historical ~urve~ It would be fo~nd diffi~ult to define--public opinion. The~subject would soon appear to fall into a number of
,~ ~... "J"+-';'" '"'j"

different ~ . the effect of education, and of different types of

education; the influence of the press. The question of the press and
in itself .. ~

public opinion would offer~~ wide~ field of investigation. One would

have to study the press of different countries; its development in

oxes- theliK use of
er-miJ Is

ses , for the sale of

In other words, one would

The exec hion of this research

newspapers, as the Zng ish brewers use

ebe beer brewed in their breweries. )

Dri as an outlet f r the r cts

raw up a detailed plan of researcb.
largely

would fall~outside the sphere controlled by the endowment. The

endowment would be used by three or four workers who would be engaged upot

relation to the reading habits of the people; its ownership and control.

lOne would come u a ainst

one or more aspects of the subject, but who would be doing their best

work of

\

to get other institutions to take up other aspects. The

coordination would be dobe by the endowment. Its progra me would be

known; its adVice would be taken by those other types of institution

we have already described. Its own standards of impartiality, relevance,

thoroughness would be an example to others, and not merely to others

working in the same field.

The choice of subject might be decided from a different point of view;

from what might be called a passive rather than an active point of view.
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Instead of thinking out a full programme, the complete execution of

which woul1 depend to a considerable extent upon external cooperation~

(although the endov~ent woul1 act
xH.iRaRxafx~xRgas a directing, governing body, And setKXHg, through

its own members, the highest standard of execution)} the trustees and

staff of the endowment might use their resources for the assistance of
oI>Wkt-.

advanced work upon lines already laid do~. Take, as an example, the

present state of the study of international relations. In recent years,

with the opening of archives, and the publication of detailed diplomatic
l...(,..".

stu ies, it possible to form some clear idea about the policy of

the Great Powers in modern times, and to n~ad, in detail or reliable

precis, the correspondence between ~ different governments. The~ l+4~~
~,.Ir. 50~ 1Ili. , ...... P.lJi~)

documents ~Q~~l¥eB~however only take one a certain distance, and

immediately suggest further lines of investigation. One asks " what

were the motives underlying this or that act of policy?". These

forces which determined the policy of statesrange from ~KXK~~ motives 01

personal spite or an out of date sense of honour to economic interests

of world-wide importance. Some can never be w~ghed With any exactness;

others are capable of more or less exact appreciation, if the evi1ence

couli be examined. There is , for exa~ple, the factor of international

finance. A great deal of work remains to be done within this field of

stUdy. The work is difficult because one cannot hope to get at the facts

directly. For obVious reasons the great finance houses and banks cannot

open their archives or the bookS of their customers to public inspection.

Even if these sources were open, it is doubtful whether the historial

would find what he wants to find. The publications of the BolsheVik
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government in Russia, interesting though they are, do not really throw

~uch new light upon questions other than the more formal diplonatic
~questions. Here then is a ~~Q&iOR which needs further examination.

ould it be desirable for the endowment to takax&xq~ look out for
t ,;,J..."J."..( J<........

a man Who is working on this field ( I have in mind F.B.

Fais, I do not know him at all; I only know his book - Eurupe, the

orld's B~ker, published for

Yale University Press). In

the Council of Foriegn rtelations by.. "h.;~
, caserthe trustees of the endowment

would approach any person or bnstitution , and offer their assistance

in the working out of a particular problem. The part which the

en owment Would play would be more personal and direct than the part

played , in similar cases by the Rockefeller Foandation. The en o~ent
..J s~..... ,tv'. ~1;f

would undertake the wor~ not merely give financial assistance to

suitably qualified persons to carry out their own investigations. The

en o~ent would thus take over a subject, or the branch of a subject,

and would "see it through". 0.... '-'jlJ" ~vL. Ie .,....I.,>. 1 ~Mht.J.;.. . ......., /r;. 1..1f.....r
(l'h..vJ..... '\I1Ii.....u, "v'1l; ~k 1 f-orl-:" ..... r s~... ·0.4)-

Again it seems to me the better poliCy to try to combine these two

methods; that is to say, to formulate a working deflni ti on of the

subjects With which the endowment is prepared to deal; to make this

definition fairly Wide, and Within these limits. to look for individuais

who have proved their worth by actual work. These indiViduals woul1

submit their programme. 'ost modern investigations must, if they are

to be effective, be carried on in collaboration, not necessarily

very close personal collaboration, With other bodies, and the relation
.... ,~I.w

ship between the endowment and other bodies purSUing the same lines of
~
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investigation would settle itself, and settle itself in the best possible

way, by the personal relationships and "contacts" ( to use an unpleasing

word) of the men working at the SUbject. The endowment would , from

one point of View, 'cOI:le in" to take a hand in an investigation already

under way; from another point of view it would be carrying out independent

work Within the limits of its own definition, and on the lines upon which

it had decided to carry out its studies. The innirect purpose of
raising
:i:Jul:ax~XIIp the stan ard of advanced work in "politica,L"research, nd

rescuing its subject-matter from amat r genera isation or the

lucubrations of professional hunters after a Ph.D. de~ree, would also

KatxlIxitsal1 be fulfilled.

It is obVious that the choice of I:len is of first importance. In some

respects, once a general definition has been made of the SUbjects of

study, the choice of the right men is more important that any special

delimitation of subject. A really good man can be trusted to choose for

himself a subject which is orth doing, to work at it in the right way,

to make a positive contribution, i.e., to write something, Rnd to set

an example to others.

The choice of men may be made in two ways; ~aKxXKa he men may be

~or lifp, or they may e ~osen for a certain time.

~ach method has certain advantages and disadvantages. If you choose a

m~ for life, you relieve him of any anxiety for the future. He need no~

trouble about immediate results; he can set himself a task which ill

take anum er of years. If your en owment is able to provide a social

centre, like the Common Rooms of xford COlleges, and if you take into
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consideration in making your aI,pointments the capaci ties of a man to
....J. t. ~.... I-, ......~'-} ",," .,... ~ ,.4(" I ~ t,.:....

playa friendly and useful part in a small community, you can expect,.
time to ~ive to your society wliI.t« a "flavour" and a tranquillity which

you cannot expect to find in an institJtion composed o~ ~en who are 7
r,,;, ',.;.t-'j+"' ~"'t, ...1l f1;. .......... .,.:...... .,; .. ..vw-s 1..4 l.~ 1""'-~ .,(·~'lr..{.·h.J,iJ)

only "secon ed" for special work'A n the other hand the ~isadvant'lges

of life a'pointments are ~qu811y obvious. You have to live with your

mistakes: You have to carry dead weights over a long period. r~ ~ Lw ~
HI'<'- W..L ·";';t...~' k- I-' l,.a;l-

he a vantages of making ~ppointments for short periods are very great;
- .. II.,k;,j.lt~

but kin an ition to the loss of continuity, the absence of a feeling

that the bo y to which each belongs is sO'!let ing more than tl eirpay",asteI'

something different from an office, in a dition to these intangible k.~

most important factors, there are very great practical difficulties

in the way of getting good results from a series of temporar

appointments. ere I cannot speak with any first hand knowledge of

American conditions; I can only say how the position woul appear to an
,~

Englishman. You can always get~ypung men for appointments lasting only a

~ew years. You can~ get senior men for an exchange or visiting

professorship tenable for a year. It is extremely difficult to get qny o~

of senior standing to take a post which is not a life appoir.t"lent. A man

over thirty five, whether he be married or single, must consider the futun

In England an Scotland the number of academic appointments of a senior

kind is limited. Ahy one who left Oxford for three or four years, t~x

would find it extremely difficult to get back again. He could not

reckon on a vacancy in the small number of professorships. He could not

expect a COllege appointment because these appointments are generally gi~

+- IV' 'I j.A ') "- ""~. I l- .,.J ...... I-- .... ~ln~... ..... "-'t.,..J-.:....... .J- ~
(.l~ It.... 'i 1 ") /,,;~~......I ~,
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to young me~ He co~ld not even be certain of a vacancy in his own

sUbject at one of the newer Universities, and in any case he mi~ht not
, .• '"',~ /V.!t~ '" fl .......

want to migrate to ~ome place for the rest of his life. However

A erican conditions may be very different; German conditions would be

much freer in this respect, French conditions even more rigid than those

of Great Britain.

MBre again it is possible to make a compromise. If one Dould reckon on

a staff of four, not counting research assistants , or young men orking

to learn the methods of rese~rch , it might be possible to have two

of the four as permanent residents, appointed for life. The other t~o

posts might be held either by younger men Who would take a position for

five, siX, seven years, in order ~~im to get a good pieoe of

work done, or by part time residents. Here again I do not know enough

about American conditions to s~ whether the part-ti e system woul be

at all possibme as an element in the endowment. I am familiar With a

system of this kind at All Souls, Where in giving an endowment for

research the College does not expect to control the whole of a man's

time, though it can and oes insist upon his oing nothing incompatible

With his research obligations. At All Souls most of the researca
-
~ellows give such time as is not claime by the con itions of their

research fellowships to work Within the UniversitYj but this is not

always the case, and there is no reason why a research Fellow should not

divide his time between two institutions. Probably something of this kinu

would be less difficult to arrange in America than in England.

I have said nothing of the teaching side of the en owment. his side
~ .

iSkimportant, because it is thro~h the training of well-chosen young
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eoudents that the ix_ttxaX&X«aK endowment can increase its influence

upon the general level and character of research work in "politics".

the staff is able to ~ive advanced

remain small; ~nd that

main work of the endowment. There

of

It is enou~~Lo say

post-graduate
Jr. ,J...l {<loll"

shoulrl be

But there is no need to disc ss methods or details.
small

that there would be a place for a a~Xa1BKX nnmber

students; that this number shoul
-I--~... f, ~... -

determined by the degree to which
'"

instruction without hampering the

woul no oubt be ample opportunity for members of the staff to give
,.) • .-.0)

pectures in connectio~~ith the or inary ourses of the nei~hhouring

University. Other questions, s~ch as the nu ber and emolu~ents

and uties of reseaRch aSSistants, are also questions of detail. The

general aim would be to keep own the" apparatus" as much as possible, l'-

not merely for reasons of expense, but because the mUltiplication of

research assistants, etc, has probably done as much harm as good to

the cause of really fu'st class research.
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