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DR ABRAHAM FLE XN E R ~ 

=20 NASSA U ST PRI NCETO N NJ= 

) L tIL 
-

:BLEI CK HAS NOT WOR KED WITH ME PERH APS CO NDO N KNO WS 

ABOU T HIW I HAVE NO BAS IS FO R OP INION ABOUT NEXT YE AR 

CAN THE QU ESTIO N NOT WAIT TILL AFTER VACAT ION MERRY 
CHR ISTMAS= 

VEB LE N. 
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( 
THl _NSTITUTE FOR ADV ANCEC TUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

December 18, 1933 

Dear Mrs. Bailey: 

I have heard fram Professor Zariski that he is to re-

oeive a leave of absenoe fram Johns Hopkins Univers i ty at 

half pay. This makes a commitment of $2,000, subject of 

course to the action of our Trustees. 

¥re. Esther S. Bailey 
20 Nassau' street 
Princeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sinoerely, 

Oswald Veblen 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



TH _'ISTITUTE FOR ADVANCED : UDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

F I N E H A LL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

December 13, 1933 

Dear Mrs. Bai ley: 

I have written to Professors Morgan Ward of the California 

Institute of Teohnology, J. L. Walsh of Harvard, and O. Zariski of 

Johns Hopkins, telling them of the action of the professors in reoam-

mending "grants_in_aid". In eaoh case I have made it clear that this 

is subjeot to the proviso that the money be aotually appropriated by 

the Trustees. 

The oamnitments amount to $1500 for Ward, and either $3000 

or $3500 tor Walsh. In the case of Zariski the amount is as yet un-

determined - it will be sOl!l81lhere between the other two amounts. 

Yours sinoerely, 

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey, Assistant Seoretary 
Institute for Advanoed study 
20 Nassau street, Prinoet on , N.J. 
OV:GB 

Oswald Veblen 
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THL _NSTITUTE FOR ADV ANCE[' TUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

November 17, 1933 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I spoke with Dr . Lowan and he understands that the Institute 

has no fellows . He al·so now understands that -we do not care for pub-

licity. 

What redly hanpened is the following . The Institute of 

Physics lets the newspapers have advance copies of articles which are 

appearing i n the Physical Review. By this means the soienoe editor of 

t he Herald-Tribune got hold of a copy of Lowan ' s thesis, which is being 

published in the Physical Review. From Columbia University that news-

paperme.n got Lowe.n ' s address and came to see him, saying that he wanted 

a little additional information about the age of the earth, or words to 

t hat effect . Lewan did not expeot that he would be connected with the 

Institute in any way, because this work was done entirely at Columbia. 

Vlhen the artiole came out he thought it would be desirable for you to 

know about it, and he had an interest in finding out how you looked on 

such questions . I explained to him what your point of view was . 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
20 Nassau street 
Princeton, N. J . 
OV: GB 

Yours sincerely, 

~......J?cL" -I?-P. 
\-~-

Oswald Veblen 
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Dear Pl'Of.llor V.b1 .. 

;Dr. Lewan 1.1'~ the enolo .. a with 

II • Balle1 todq. Would it b •• good ides for 

you to tell him th&t ~n the f'~r.t 1 • he 11 DO~ 

a fellow of th IlUItit1lt. end 14 the .eeond plac. that. 

it he took in procuring th1Jl publicity. he 

hal lQjured hi e1ft 

Sine rely your • 

l"1'ot.. rOnald Veblen 
210 l'1ne Bal.l 
Princeton, 'ew J.ney 

A.IJ-RAHAM F Lr::XNE R 
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ovember 1. 19:53 

t ear I rofe .. or Veblen. 

• auheimer hA. been peatering • 

f or an appointment wibh ofeasor Einetein. 

which I have deolined to -.ke. Could you look 

at the enoloaed and tell whether I 8lII do1n& 

any violenoe to acienoe in keepiQG th apart? 

A brief reply to _ will suffioe . 

r~fe.sor Oawald Veblen 
FiI'l8 :all 
Princeton. ' . J. 

1GB 

=1noeroly JOur •• 

l'aR-, HAM FLEXNER 
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I ~t 

Dear Veblent • . ' , ,~ :Ll!:l f'1;.,( 

Many thanks for your letter of Oct Jber 19 ~h. There is 

nothing conditional abou~ our car. l ·haye told Dresden def1D­

itely that I \'fill bEl gl ad to send U __ t~J .... t ~2JlIU.a 
l LnH 3111:'1 

whenever it arrives. 

I think you are entirely r i gh t tha t t he .oat convenient 

thiDg would be for you and 1)r . Dresden to drive down to l>rlneeton 

with the weyls. stop over long enough for weyl to see people 

and make any tentative arrangements needed, and then bring them 

on to 8Wartr~ore. It w0uld undoubtedly f acil itate matters Lt 

you and Dr. Dresden were both 'with ~. but it y OG are held 

in Irinoetao by youp seminar, Dr. Dresden i8 prepared to meet 

them at t he ship and br1ng thelll doWll. 

I am perfectly delighted that you are coaiDC OTer far 

Wayl's first lecture, and 1 hasten to say that .y wife and I 

woald 10Te to have you and Mrs. Veblen, if she comes with you, 

dine with U8 t hat evening a t 6 145. · we shall have the .eyls, 

the Flexners. )(r. Bamberger and Mrs. lI'uld. 

Can you stay f or the night? If so. 1 shal l be glad to 

make arrangements for you to stop with one ot the members of 

OW' faculty. Uur own guest rooms wUl be full. but a family 

~uat across the street '11111 be delighted t o have yOl1. 'rhe 

lecture is on Priday evening. O'ct :>ber 27th. 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Looking f)r "'a:t¢ .~~ fl/1 ~, pl e a llure , t o s E;elng Y0U, I c:.m 

Your s si:ll drel:{, , .. -
, 11 

-.:.1 £ r ;, oJ J ' , . 
'~«St>}~ :J •• doi ,V.w.e Jj 

, 
Fine Hall 
Pr i noeton, N. J. ,,- . ' 

j 0 h ' \ f' C' ll> (ill .r :"1 , !J( . .. 
,,(" 0 1 '-' , ( ' , , o. ~ 1.01 .:11 
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october 20 , 19~3. 

De al' Dr , Flexner , 

I h ave f ixeJ up '-i t n Dresde .. and Veblen an ar r angement 

1:>:- !~hi '~h Dr&3Utln i s -:;.-:> meet t .1e Il ",yls in Jew Y:lrk, ·t.ritb. t he 

understanding t :1Ci t Veblen li11 be there also unle ss t h eir ar-

rival conflicts with hia s eminar on tuesdaj af t ernoon. 1 am 

sending our cal' OT" r t :> bring t l-J.e \'hole p",rty t o S· ... a.rthmore 

via Pri 'lcct;)u. 'l'his ;d.ll ma,.;:e it e :lsy t or t:'e neyla to stop 

in Pr inceton Ion ; en')u l'h t o sps c,k to 7 ::1u ~.nd t o mo.ke any tenta-

ti ve arra!lE:cl'1ents which the, wi3h , 'lc l e ~' cal t 3en come on t o 

S'ilJar t hlll:lr e in t:le car without any trouble about looldng up 

tra ins. I 0.0 n ot m;)'r. wn"t t hey intend t o " 0 7Ti t h t heir boys, 

whether they ,1111 leave thet:l in Pr'i nceton or bring them on to 

Swar t hmore, bu t we I!an easi ly !Jlake ar range:'lents f or t hem e ither 

We are all of us lookinr 1', r ward wi t~l keen ple&sure to 

IHl.Ving you here or . e ;{l ' s f irst lecture • 

• 1 t !-, kindest regard 3, 1 

~Dr. Abraham Flexner, Dlrect Jr 
institute for Adv=nced ~tudy 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton, I. J. 

I our s sincerel;' , 

---
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tobor 2, 1933 

D ProfellSlor Vebl en, 

t o~ (october 9) 1s t h dat 

01 o' in ew York, and, as • Ili l ey 

18 S r t ary 0 t he llo" r" , all wi ha.ve t o b ~;"ay 

f l'OS !'r 1110 ton t hat "yo I !'hO'.lld l~ very nmch far 

you to or ~o to l ot 'irs ~l~ to be t.ere the entire 

l r dt offioe, C! ~ 

cr the t opronl~ , a ·on to to1 :;r .S , U' 

mq inc r ].y, 

Prof e or 0 l d Vebl en ~1iiI'R "' HAM FLE}(NE R 
Institute f or A.tl ' 10 " St • 
School of t~· th_t1c 
rino Rell , Prlncot n, n ., • 
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• 1933 

D Prore" or Vebl 

I lnqU1red of S1mDn all to the roca4ure the 

worloed 0,,;10 s.n r at to 

11 a ver~ 8 1e ona at t mO::1ent , 1 t 

1 t of cOlllllde ~ble 8 

bas a t 
the d\v1t!l ol! 
( .... -u.. 1,. .. 
Unt . 

" ,bout re;:,r1nh. 
ior sup 11e and 

• 1t be . lr , 

rln I . :0 

, t o ... a 0 

en.' 
v c dna 0 y :111, !)\1!'111 , 

rote. 0 0 Q4 V bl 
1I'1no .:all 

r1!1eE>ton, .. 
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LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Ptairknt 
FELIX FUI..D 

MRS. Vice.PIQ,lknt 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

ChGirmGn 
EIDESDORF SAMUEL D . I.. 

T_urer 
A SCHUR 

IRA • A..ulGnl T"G.uret 

RANK AYDELOTTE 
F SecnlGru 

S BAIL EY 
ESTHER AUiI:/Gnl Secnlo'U 

LEXNER 
ABRAHAM F ,'1lK In.liIuk 

Dlreclol o,l 

CED STUDY , FORADVAN THE 
INSTITUTE LOX FUCD, 'oso) 

ER A"'O MRS. f'~ OED BY LOUIS BAMBERG 

(FOUN RY OFFICES tn 
TEMPORA A ___ ~ 

SiREEi·~ PAS! 42Nu 100 _ 

.. En ,0"1(. u . .... 

CABCEAODRESS '~ / 

l~H1. 

TRUSTEES 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

.JOHN R . HARO:UGHTON 
LANSON B . H 

A H LEHMAN HERBERT • RF 
EL D. L E IDESDO 

SAMU ASS 
HERBERT H . MA 

FLOREN CE R. SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Dear Professor Teblenl 

160 East 72nd Street 
IEnr York City 
Sept sr 14, 1933 

I asked eaver to oable Paris for the purpose ot 

tindin& out whether Courant had definitely accepted tho Cambridgo otfer. 

sy1'a state lIt to me _. not absolute. 

I think you are correct in s~v1ng that the Institute 

cannot take over the ZelItr&lblatt J it that ~tIou1d be involved in otfering 

the yenr' s enrra!'ement to !leugebauer. C uhaben mule! be tar better for h 

Un 11 wo hoar definitely about COIlrant and Neugebauer. we shall have to 

it. 

I shall toll )fOll.!r 8ugeestion and limit the a terence 

2 to you and ycur :lllmediate assooiates . Thi. 11 be the 

~,y lIIIIeting shall have tor our opening - or olodu - cerOll1oniea. 

ith all fOod wishes . 

P ofessor 08',':&.ld Veblen 
Brooklin 
Ilan~ock County 
Dains 

FIESB 

Sincerely yours. 
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BROOKLIN 

HANCOCK COUNTY. M.AINE 

T 

" S-4-i. (7)) 
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BROOKLIN 
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O"' ICEl'f5 

L OU I S BAMBERGER 

PlQiJo,l 
MRS. FELI X FULD 

Vf(%,-Praldenl 
ALA NSON B. HOUGHTON 

Chalnnan 
SAMUEL O . LE1DESDORF 

TtetUu~, 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A,addanl T rrtu.urr., 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

Secnt.:ll'll 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

Al.lulllnt SeCrtwru 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

Director 0/ 1M Imtitu/e 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED B Y LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD . 15130) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE AODRESS , VANSTITUfE NEW YORK 

T RU STEES; 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

.JULIUS F RIEDENWALD 

MRS . FELIX FULD 

.JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LE1DESDORF 

HERBERT H . M"ASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WE EO 
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1:;0 East nnd Stroet 
He" York City 

Soptombor ! , 1933 

Dear ProrosGor Voblen. 

In ropl y to rw ollbl,. to oJl I I_va this morniDf reoElivetl from 

him the follm'ling cablo. 

""nrmest t hallks 1'01' yoor confidenoe 
ITope fo'I' lonl'. an" hC.FPY collt:.boration" 

I l.ave adi'.oit to fIfIf lotter, '"h i ell ~ms to bo onllotl thi s nomine 

' 0 oatch t he Luropa, ':ho follO\o,~ pos<;cl:ro.j'tl 

S1:a1'tord. 

"S once dlctutinc th" l\hovo , I Imve r eoeivod 
your oabl e , anti I AD happy to oltpress my ann r:r atifloatlon 
und to fool thnt you an" your fOfllilily aro r e lieve" of' nIl 
future nnxiety . 

I shu 1.1 let Vebl (lJI alono li::nofr t hnt I hc.ve 
heard !'rom you - no one el se, until you ask mo to make an 
o;nnounoement. " 

I also reoeiV<ld in tho !J!Or!linr elli 1 yomo lotter I' 'f~lr" :1:ng . :iss 

I ooncur in the remiss ion of tuitioll fee . !JoeG s ho U;l(1e r stancl that 

r rinoeton Univer s ity itoos not aitrnit nomOOl s tudont:! ao!ld t hat she 1s our only VJOlI8ll 

btudontJ 

par t -tIl":!e 

I nr,ree n1th you thnt it pould be a mstal,e to f.IflI<e n grant-ill- a irt to II. 

earning 
otu"ont , nbo ior"9r livine other'.lise . 

10 thore ~ ''lIlY of f ind1nr out positivoly mother Cour !llli; i1as ao­

oept ed •. ho Cc~,brlitr;o post? 

. i'lith nI l Gooel ,·,1sOOs t o you nnit your "'lfe , 

Very sinoerol y yours, 

Professor OSl"'l\lc1 Veblen 
Broolrl1n 
IInnoool:: County 
ta ine 

AF IESB 
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150 st 7 Street 
_ York City 

Sept.el:lber 8 . 193 

D ar Professor Teblenl 

I lave 1ITitten Letscheta the enolosed lotter . 

I ~ October 2 for the meotirw . You osn ask all\Vbody you 

ploaso. Do you think it auld be _11 to bave isenhart and Letachotz in ordor 

that such ArraJO{!(lIIlouts a. l'I'8 not cont1iot with their schedulo. or are you 

ao familiar ith thoir sohedule that there is no such dang~r? 

r Aydelotte t e honod 118 Y sterday that esden half had a letter 

trca ey!!'rca the I .allan fyrol . e B~S tlat it is as good as settled that 

Courant mll CO to Cambridge. hieb la a tttle le8s 0 rta1n than your telo • 

whioh arri~d shortly after. It this 1a orreot. 41epoe1tion 14 bo to 

1uY1te 0 gebauor. bocauae be uld br1n? to this oountry s thin3 absolutely 

new '9 hiatorical and bnmaniatio slde of th tloa. The OUOOO8. of ,--- ' .# . 
the Insti ':ute of the Hi.tory of ioins at tho Johns 1 0 ina 1'f1th ita l1borallz1Dt; 

1nf1uonoe owr the t eulty aa 11 aa the otudonta enoo rages lIB to try this nove11;J . 

( th tics 18 so oth1n mor than an &1'1'&11' of toda7 and yesterday. It is a part 

of tho oultur 1 history of t e race. arten haa been urr, 1118 to do this and in 

speaking of au ebauer as OO::lpalr..,l wlth hinsolf ~a t be (Sarton) 1. a re 

tour compared with EJQgobeu~ at you think of this BUggest1 

Tho athol' here Is 0 favorab .t and 1 hav ao ~ thing. to o . 

t~ou~ I am do~ a8 little as pOBsibl.. I ~o DOt belleYe It ld pay to t o back to 

Canada for a short poriod . 
ith all tood mahes. 

incerely '0 r • 

AiilRAHAM FLE'XNER 
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De~ roi'essor Veble~1 

Thank you vary moh for your letters . I e.l'l vory sorry to 

learn that you have cprained your a.nlcle. but you oun be e:1e.il that YOll don't have 

to Lave your tonsilo removed in order to etreot a cure. It is very difficult 

t'or n.a to 1'eel any C}'lll9athy for anybody ror ru:rythine: . unless (,) he is the rlotim 

of the .. azis. (2) Lo has had to have hie tonsile out. 

r The hxecutive C<mnit+:ee r.J9t yesterday anti authorized rna to mako 

.eyl e. ~rmanent oi'i'or Gomewhat different in form 1'ro:Ct tho precedl~ offer but . in 

my or.:.nion. rell 1y more att",ot1ve . I shall write him on the subject . Of course. 

this ~t.er must be kept absolutely confid~ntial botween you and me. Ishal not 

mention it to another person exoept perhaps Eisenhart. if, in your judgment , that 

is desirable , for , it' it shoulo. lea.: out in Gel"llltl.IlY toot eyl is br1ngiug his vr1.fe 

" • clli.ldren to this country to stay. they might ... 11 be .e1<1:U> Ge~ ether 

or not he can remov~ his household goods at all· is . I think, questionable . but 

of' coarS9 hE! lill haTO to anage this . HI can do is to keel' ab~olutely "IlI'm". 
1 , 

ann I aQ sure 1 cnn roly upon your disoretion not to mention it to n single soul 
until ley1 an his fwly have r eaohe America. Iiis appointm"nt ~t t " Inatit-~te 

'11, if he accepts, s'art J.muary 1, 19v4, thus giving hill' f\ Caw weeks to mnke his 

lirlng arrangements in Princeton. 

I have no objeotion to your itlng him. but I should like you to 

state that I have oontioned the nattel' to you in perfect confidence for his sake and 

• 
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Professor Veblen September 6 , 1933 

that of his f=ily and that you and I 1 mon~ion it to no ono until they all 

arrive in Amorioa. (x wish very ch also that you add in some _'.I that will 

look upon h1s acoe tanoe as indicating th&.t he lut.Jnda to J:IILko Amar10a hia hllmll . 

I hope that, like von lIU!!IIl.Dll,whom yOl.l 'J lust e. he will bec an rican 

2 

oitizen. Of oours , he 11 be freo .in the future 0 ac cpt an 1nv1ta.tion t.o go 

else here. if' ho choOSOG, just a you IUl the otuora can, l'Ut as long aa he is in 

the Inati teo he i on rij!OrollG fu t' .:tJu.t is, he :trill not nooe .nultiple 

professo.'Bhhs t been to 110 , t ou of UO Til he njoys 

academic freedom in ~08peot to leoturos, papers. etc . I Illn o.md.ous that he 
• , 

should und rotand tho spirit of the thing, tho faot t.hat wu havo made t.ho salaries 

snrl r +iring allowanoes high and tho vnoationo lone; in order 'that. men _y :ark under 

favor Je connit10rus. It' a man saorifices his long vaoation ,'e rly or 0 on, I 

t.h:lnlc the spirit of the Institute 11 bo OOlIIprom1~ . \ e out;ht t.o do as well ... 

the Rockofeller Institut.e, 1Ihich in the course of thirty yo rs tao newr had a single 

Tiols.tion of spirit. You can teU him leGe l.hi~s , I t.hink, better thc.n I • 
• 

I ea .0 ontr the r'<J¥ b ·t'ore, and he d t4t t.he Rockefeller Foundation 

waul appro~riate 3,000 t.omeft an appropriation of an e~~ I ~t frem the lnat.i'~te 

i'or CO'Jr...m: . I a?praciate thorou hly your point. It o~curs to me that. this can bo 

beB~ Jll8t by allkin Courant 0 come to us for the first half f tho year and by 

len.rlill@: h.ir.1 without oxpenee eithor ~o Cambriilge or to Yale i'or tho seoond half 
• 

y ar . 8O\'r ~oe6 t.his etrll:e you1 I · e told by '0 ver tt.at at the Ino nt Franck 

and Courant are probably in Turkey, a vising the Turk1ch G v rnment abou';; a new 
• 

university, but they ill be back in Gilt ingen by the time II. letter .from us reaohes 
T,'G.ll 

tn <Inver thought that Yale might vory/use Coorant. poranent Y. though of course 

he did not. s~ 80. He had little hope of eland Stanford. Can you t.hink of LUythiDg 

better than ~ sugr.estion? I shall not . ite COl rant until I hAve hear traIl you. 

The weather is mild here, so t.hat. I shall not return to OIIl:lp, but I shall 

stay here incognito. I haw c=nicated ~th nobody xcopt Weaver , thou@'h of course . 
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Proressor Veblen ( September 6. 1933 ( 

U needed, I am physically able to do anythinl; '.:.hat ionecessary. 

rs. Bailey bas pa1~ one visit to Prlnoaton and is going again Saturday. 

She w11l In "" dO\O!l about the 16th, and I shall rollo. a e't or en days later . 

Give !!'If greetings to your wito. 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Brooklin 
Hancock County 
. ina 

P.S. 

A ya sinccl"Gly • 

... aR ... H .... M FLEXNER 

Weyl an h1ll family oul"ht to apply tor mmbere on the 'JUota rllioh I t.hink b 

3 

not f1110d. r hey e thus in posit1on to bOCOlaEl .ber can citillens 'Irlthout d1tf1-

oulty, as Ladenbur has dono . You 'l'J!.':l r oal' WlAt La enburg 1d no COll:B with tho 

cuota llWIlber so that. whUe he naa in Pri acton, befOre he acoepted tho profo.sor-

ship pormanently, I bad to et tho American ~, ussador m I knew to soouro a number 

1'or hl&. Then he took out hiG first papers and hue 0BIl9 under the pl'Otection ot 

tho American Govor=nt. Don't you think cy' r.ouId bo ~se to do tho sBIllGi It' 

so, please explain to ht&. A.. F. 
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PATRONS ARE &EQDESIW TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESnON CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
12018 

,J CLAss OP SERVICE ' 

"~ESTERII 
SIGNS 

-- OL - Day Lc:ttcr 
This is a full-rate 

Telegram or Cable.- NM - N~t Meuacc re:: unless its de.-

UNION 
NL - Night Letter 

erred character is in- La) - Deferred Cable 
dicated by a suitable 

NLT = Cablc NlahtLetter sign above or preced-
ing the address. WLT - Wcc.k,.End Letter 

I NKWCO ... CARLTON . .. _.IDUIT J. C . WILLKYI£R. ", •• T VIe.:· ... UIOUOIT 

The Ji]..iq: time &II abowu 1D. tho date line 011 full-rate telcerama and day lettenl, and thetimo o[ receipt atde6t.iJ:ur.tion as showu on aU m-cee.18 BTANDARD TIME. 

~eived at 1053 Third Avenue, New York 1933 SEP:; PM J ,La 
NBK50 16 XC=BLUERILL ME 7 300P 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

DR ABRAHAM FLEXNER= 
150 EAST 72 ST=t 

LETTER FROM WEYL SAYS THAT COURANT HAS LECTURESHIP AT 

CA MBRIDGE FOR THREE YEARS SA ME AS BORN= -VEBLEN! 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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OFFICE". 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

P,""",", 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vke-PrafdmJ. 
~LANSON B . HOUGHTON 

ClaG/mtIUt 
SAMUEL D LEIDESDOFfF 

T~, 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A'-Ionl T IflUVrer 

FRAN I< AYDELOTTE 

s.. ...... 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

Auiallml £Cftlo'll 

ABRAHAM ~R 
DirultJr oj tM /mlll,,1e 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCE 
(FOUNDED ., COUO D STUDY 

S BAMBERGER AND MRS. I"ELIX FULD. '830) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS , VANSTITUTE N' W YORI< 

"~> 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . 8AMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXN ER 

.JU L IUS I'RIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

.JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON S . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D. l.EIDESDORF 

HE.RBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEEO 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



O F "ICI: .... 

LOU I S BAMBERGER 

Pmldent 
MRS. FELI X FULD 

VIa-PreliMt" 
ALANSON a. HOUGHTON 

Clltdrman 
SAMUEL. D . LEIDESDORF 

I RA A . SCHUR 

A»II"'"' T l'elUUflt.I 

"RANK AYDELOTTE 

S<a.1a", 
ESTHER S . BAILEY 

ANUlant~lII 

ABRAH"N FLEXNER 

Ditec./ol 0/ t1wt /nllil.,. 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FEL IX F U LD, 18S0) 

TEMPO~AR OFFICES 

100 EAST NO STREET 

NEW RK. N . Y . 

CABLE ADORES • V ANSTlTUTE NEW YORK 

~/ /tf--. ; "J 

I S4/. 11») 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOU IS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM F1.EXNER 

J ULI US FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

JOHN R. HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

S AMUEL D . LEIDESDORF" 

H ERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

P E RC Y S . STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



LOUIS BAMBERGER 

P1u1Ju,t 
M RS. FELIX FULD 

VI«.P(~iJu,l 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDQRF 

I RA A . SCHUR 

Aui.llanf T,~(Uutu 

FRANK AYDELOTTE """ .. ,,, 
ESTHER S . BAILEY 

Auialan l ~1a1V 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

Di,"1or 0/ tk. /fUll/uk 

r 
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER A"O M R S. FELIX F ULD. 11130) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42 NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y . 

CABL&: ADDRESS ; V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

T"UST I!I!$ 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULI US ~RIEDENWALD 

MRS. I'ELIX FULD 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . L EHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEID ESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

LEWIS H . W EEO 
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OFF IC"JIIS 

BAMBERGER 
LOUTS PJ.uitknt 

FELIX FULD 
MRS. Viu-P,uitknl 

HOUGHTON LANSON B . 

A Chaimu:m 

o LEIDESDORF 
SAMUEL TtelUIHCI 

SCHUR 
I RA A . Awlant Tn~ute' 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

5=,.", 
BAILEY 

ESTHER SA"'LdDnl Secrelatrl 

( VANCEDSTUDY T E FOR AD TH
E INSTITU RS. F<W FULD. '''0) 

ERGER AND M B Y LOUIS BA"'S 

(FOUNDED RARY OFFICES 

TEMPO STREET 
100 EAST 42NO 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS; NEW VORK VANSTITUTE 

TRUST"£.S 

YDELOTTE 
FRANK AMBERGER 
EDGAR S . BA 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARR~NER 
ABR ... HAM FLDENWALD 
JULIUS FRIE 

MRS. FELIX FU LD 

HARDIN 
JOHN R . HOUGHTON 
ALANSON B. LEHMAN 

HERBERT H . EIDESDDRF 

SAMUEL D . L"'AASS 

HERB E RT EH~ SABIN 
FLOREN C . 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 
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LOUIS B-''''BERGER 

PlUlJenl 
M RS. FELIX FULD 

Vfce.P,aitknl 
... LANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Chafrmon 
S ... MUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

TTUDure, 
IR ...... . SCHUR 

AuisMinl T~iDWU 
FR ... NK AYDELOTTE 

Sec,dalll 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

Aaaultmt Sectda - .. 
ABR ... HAM FL£XNER 

Dll'rC/or at IM./fUfiw~ 

( r 
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV A 

(.OUNOEO BY co"'s NeED STUDY 
B ... MBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD ' ) • 8S0 

TEMPOtRARY OFFICES 

100 EAS T 4 2 N STREET 

NE YORK. • Y 

CABCE ADORE. , VAN:

t . 
o fl. _ '"~~,. NEW YORK 

~, M ... cn1t.. M-_/ .,,0·', 

T " UIJT£ U 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDG",R S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEX I S CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEOENWALD 

NRS. FELIX FULD 

.JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMA 

S","'UEL 0 N . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . M"'''SS 

FLORENCE R . S"'BIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H. WEED 
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Dear Veblen! 

Hotol Plazn , New York City 
A l(CUst 30 . 9 33 

I had t o come do n to New York on butiness and brou l?ht yours of the 

25th with me . I thorour hly agreo with your position about Einst ein an Soionoo 

Servioe and have itten • Davis tho enolosed . 

Simon always says that, i f an inst i tution oes somoth1nr . t he problem 

is not t o gett publioity but not t o get exoessive publioi ty, and surely we ought to 

keep still unti as an institute we have aooam. lished somethinr . 

I do not kn what T s. Bai ley oan do about get t in, informat ion as 

to living quarters . There must be some offioial in the University who has a 

list of avai l able plaoes . and s . Bai ley w11l of course do all in hor power besides . 

I have heard from von Neumann. whe is apparently having diff iculty about 

bringing some of hi s household goods . I am s ndi ne him all sorts of off ioial 

oerti fioat es . which I think ill hel p him get them release . 

There i s no ocoasion for you t o hurry baok t o Prinoeton. If you oan 

run dOl',n a fow extra spinors (whatever they a r e - and t hat you must explain to me 

lat er ) , stay in ino and ohase " 'em" t o t hoir lair. 

With rm r o rds to • s . Vebl en . 

P. S. 
I shou d liko t o have an infornn1 m ot ing 

of tho motibers of tho staf f of the Gohool of 
Uathe~tio' Ootober 3 at 10: : 0 a . n. at ine 

Vory binoer y your &. 

H 11 in yror room. ,'ill you undertako to oall tho members toget herl I am afra id 
t " t Ei nsto in and • yer • 111 not r o urn until t'. 1:e. days l ator. but that wi ll not 
mat ter. 

I shal l bo at tho P1aza ti 1 Saturday, ufter thnt I SO aot 72nd ~treot. 
till further n~ico . A. F. 
Professor Om":ald Veblen 
nro ' lin. Hanoook COUOlty . 'aine 
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HANCOCK COUNTY, MAINE 
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LOUIS aAMBEI'fGER 

PflQ/dent 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vlce-P,a/dent 
ALANSON 8. HOUGHTON 

CJ.tlfrtllQn 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

TfUUUrr.I 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A"t,tanl T H!WUF't.I 

FRAN I< AYDELOTTE 

Sccre/Q'J,I 
ESTHER s . a"I LEY 

ANldonl Sccrel tlfJI 

... SR ........... FLEXNER 

Dire(.lOl O/ I/w l rulilu /e 

( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED B Y LOLlIS BAMBERGER "''''0 MRS. FELIX FULC. UtSO) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NC STREET 

N E W YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS I V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

B~ •. 11.:. / JI. 

r'" 

-

'''''UST£U 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . "'''''55 

FLORENCE R. SABI N 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 
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LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Ptui_n' 
MRS. FELI X FULO 

Vice-Pra/Je", 
.... LANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Cha/rmtJ" 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

Tretl.uuet 
IRA A . SCHUR 

Auuk",' T lrGJurer 
FRANK "YDELOTTE 

s.a.~", 

ESTHER S . BAI L EV 

A~SecrelClfll 

ABR .... HAM FLEXNER 

DireclClr 0/ 'M /tulltuk 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS B .... MBERGER ANI) "'RS. FELIX FULD. 11150) 

TEM PORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

CAIiILE ADDRESS I VA NSTITUTE NEW YORK 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAN FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEDENWALO 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESOORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R. SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 
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OFF ICERS 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

PruiJatI 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

V~Pruitknt 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 
Chairman 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

Truuunr 
IRA A. SCHUR 

Aublonl Trra.suter 
FRANK A Y DELOTTE 

5.a.1a", 

ESTHER S . BAILEY 

Aubl4nl Scc,dOfl/ 

"BRAHAM FLEXHER 

Director 0/ 1M Imti/ute 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ANI) M RS . FELIX FULD. 1830) TRUSTEES 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS : V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 
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BRooKLlN 

~ ~ H=CO::'~ ~ ~ ;..t 
-;:(;t....t J "-~. It' "":-? ~ 
~ til :tL ~ (.,j.t p 1, < >-< ~ 

~~~r~ .. -ldl ~~ 
a-. 'f'-1 -~ t..t:.. ~ fj. __ . ?tt:-A' . 

I3-:t ~ ~ )L..,. 'F'~ 

~r 'f, 
~~~. 
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r rr~t •• 8or Veblen I 

II eta-.n, via Purks Falle 
Ontario. Canada 

ugust 22, 19311 

111 please tske auch action es you think 
)"M. • 

dee1ralle in reference to the enol06ed communioation trom 51 - inc ,. 
C 'i, 

There will ba a JD8et1~ of' the xeout1.ve Comm1ttGe 

abOI'" the middle of' StJp mbar to dea.l 'If'! th the treyl and Courant 

C'uld ou send me a _or'mit Which I oould resent to 

the Cc.=lttoe, expro881.~ your re t "ana f'or .. shing a. permanent appo'.nt-

ment 1'or "vl and a temporary one for Courant? 
, 

I enolase lotters reo ntly reoeiTed f'rom re . Bohr and 

rofeeeor ohr . Hilbert's lett r I e'nt on to ilbur in the ho e 

that it ~h~ inrluenoa hiM. 

you eee it . It 1e really 

~oreesor Oswald Veblen 
rooklin 
noock County 
ine 

AF. 

en he r turns 1t ~o N. I 11 let 

rnif cent. 

Sincerely, 
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.ar;netav. 

August 21; 19:5:5 

Dear Professor veblen! 

I sent you a lOire yesterdey to the el'fect that I 811! vary hopeful - though 

1 count no unl~!)tche chickons - that we shall be able to aM"ange permanent appointment 

for pYl nnd a yee.r's u.vite.ticn to Cour r.nt . tough 1 "0 hope that Courlmt will be 

reinst~ted in G8ttingan. 

In re£erence to your other letters I suggest that you write La ~ in regard 

to th full-time point. 1e I asree -~th you that we do not want to establish too 

many preeooenta. I think there are one or t"'O t!lings that ~ll have to insist 

upon. -end run timo during the abbreviated academic year is one of then. and that 

ought to pp1 not only to - ol'kers but to mmnlJers of the faculty. Of (jourse. I do 

not _an hat l70U or Alexander or :Snetein should not Qurinr; the term attend s(jientit'io 

meetin s or make soientifio oddresses. but I do moan.that the taking on of additional 

chairs and profea'orshi • o.e insteln has done, does not soem to me to harmonize 

th the spirit of C'ur undertakiDr.. 1'I0...,,,ver. this is a matter whioh I shall take 

up with ~i~Btein in the oourse of the year . I ~er you not to cention it to anyonD. 

I think you are rl~ht that Alexander" assistant should not be included 

in the @'I'Bnts-ir- :!d. but t!lerG =e no other y of provirlin~ his salary for the cominr; 

year . You are anite rirh~ in sayiny that the assistants must be kopt ~eparate from 

the I!:r9~teee . On the other hand, I have ~o int~nt'on of disturbing the budget. whioh 

the onrd ~dDpted last spring. I ~hlnk it is neoessary for you and your aBaooiai:<e 
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Proressor Veblen AUt:\lst 21, 193:1 2 

to reQllze that s l'mit has boen fixed for grants ond that therefore you must pick 

and choose ith great care . It would ~ a very bnd i;presEian upon he Board if I 

should ~o beok to them at th 

this or tla t . The fore".o1ng 

end of So tember an~ ask for small appropriations 
the 

does not apply to/v~l or Courant appropriations, 

for 

hich 

are IIl9jor _t+ers, though even in those cases I reel ttl h.-ve to justify the reoom­

mnoatianll "'hioh I expeot to make . 

'rs . ail y has just returned from her vacation and will pay promptly 

the July 12 bill to the Betlanal Academy of Soienoes . 

"i+h all good wishes to you and your fe , 

Professor Oswald "ebl"n 
~rooklin 
Hancock COtmty 

aino 

AF:Esn 

er tincerely, 

• 
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BROOKLIN 

HANCOCK COU NTY. MAINE 
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• 

Dear protessor Vcblenl 

" 

Magnctawan 
via Bur:Cs 'aIls 
Ont.ario, C"nada 
AUf,Ust 2. 1922 (~lJ 

I have todnv ~ our two notes ot J y 29. 'eollVlhlle . as 11 result 

at Aydelotte ' s v .>it, I have naked hi", to see ,~r . combor er nn rs . Fuld and talk 

r n number 01' matters end incid~nta'17 the 'oyl matter . ! leo eYrlain~d the 

tter to 'r . DBs,and I ® enclosing th~ l.tt~r ~\ioh shows his react on. Please 

I hope .r.nd believe that the thing c n be ironed out so that 11 can 

brlrlj'; his ite an children 'ito him. It r . E~mbergcr and ~ r s . Fuld ~re oung, 

ths incidPnt wryul~ give m concern. \9 it 6, I do not te al that ~h I'll is anythi .,. 

1'or us to rr~ about, so t~r as the fUturo at the Instit~te is concerLed . ith 

a bo" rd constituted as ura I s . the acadomio point of view dl1 ( rev'i1 in 

academic rnat>ers . 

In respect to the p:rnnts in l>id . atc . o I tind on d"'sou s1 tho 

,uesticn with r . -Bail .. v that cy ens ··or to your inquiry 8 not oorroot. ad I did 

not meke my~elt cle r to hor . ~en r s . ~niley said that tha a pro riation had 

been exceede~. she s referring to the 15. 000 appropriation. Inc Iud mg the 

5,000. you will see tho.t ,ith the grants to !-oterson. Lawan, and Zi pin 19 have 

now allotted 18,600. leaving _gin 01' 1. 5CO , 'hich I think should keep for 

srvcral reasons I (1) it is not ~ospible t nt Aome 01' t a men mey 1'ind the l lownnce 

mAde to them l"o.dequate. in .dlich event '" . ould MVC to supplement it d .rine; the 

yeAr ; (9) some Quite unexp ate erergeDcy !:1l'Y turn up . a a I!Iltte r of' general , 
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Professor Veblen 2 

policy, I tl-link: it sound not to ex ond in o.,'vunco every dollar aprro:-riated , for 

no one cen foro3ee , es~cial1y at the outstsrt.ho tri!l{'S ·"ill work out. I om 

inclined theeeforo to 1'0 no further in this direction until we aee whether our 

c~lculations are correct . I have baen very runctilious in too.king the budget not 

doliberately to ollow !!\ysolf aD¥ rrivllogo lit nIl h n it comes to the spendinj! of 

money. That 8eoms to me to bo scund edmin" strati on, for it will keep I:lG and the 

I~titute out of financial trouble . It ~s the poliCy invariably ursuod at the 

Genero.l Eilucat10n Board and looking ov. r a period of twenty years' exrorience I run 

sure it ViliS r I"ht . 

'OW IlS to Zi pin. Alexander sa"d inthe first placo that he did not 

sh an assistant . In June , that is , · after tho buaget had been passed, he told me 

"'hat 110 hal f'ound man, "'in,in, .mom he des! red to have as an ass; stant . The only 
• 

money on ·hich I could lay hands was included in the 5. 000, as I r~collected it . and 

I therefore authoriE him to proceed . I shouln r~ve notifiod you at the time, b~ 

he tonsil efisode intervened,c.rul I railed to c:!o so . 

As to thB datos of rnymant ro ~~rs ns on permanent ppointmcnt,no 

c';ange is nr-oessar" , since "ith the exceptionof lexand r fUld Einatein the salarIes 

ara already in operation and will be paid just before the end of av ry month. As for 

the "ounrer , ·0 CRn rerf'ectly . lJ cako tho first p yr.ent on S"ly~omber " • aa you 

sugrest . As a matter of f'act , I ~d already mentioned t o rs . Bailey the desirobllit 

of d oinr. precise ly what yo·' sU@:l"est. 

I em very hanpy that you find tho tima schedule favora~le . Th t is a 

poInt which r.ae 10nj!; seem~d tr> 11X> a d ;etinct dosillolfAtum in our schomo of higher edu-

oation. 

I ha 7T1tten Einste·n and shllll in due time WTite all the others 

that ... shllll haw the ini1-i"l mat 'ne of hc l'cmbcrs ~f' the ~chool of Sathema 108 

in an inFo 1 way ln Fine Hall at lO:~O ~the ~~rninr. of ondny. October~ . I should 

·like th~m each to state the WIly in which he ould like to oarry on his activities and 
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PrnfeSBor Veblen August 2. 19" 

t 0 lWly in 'Ib oh should ce~l th the rkers. who '11 n1~o be in F':oinoeton 

at that t1me . 

I enolose n lotter Itoh I hava h~~ from ll~ur . Perhaps you can 

see some _y of send ng ',his I118ssage onto Ceur nt . 

r ~ . "tlil,,·' 1s " ing on har vacetilm Pri av , so that I 11 be a 

pr ,'tty rotten oorresp ndent until she 001008 back. ',hat th the Lindbergh onter -

pr so, the Instltu o . en~ ornn~ ~ ~ I like to tre t gontl , rS . ~ I • h s d a 

pretty full d8" ever s'noe we nRl!l" here . 

'nc"'rely vnurs . 

P '" H • ~he fi~res are BS f ollows. 

Or nts in id 1933-193 

A. A. Albert •• ••••• • •••••••• 
• ~le ok ••••••••••••••••• 

K. G&dol ••••••••••••••••••••• 
~ Travel •• •••••••••••• •• 

A. • Lowen •• •• . • • •••••••••• ~ 
L. S .. nntrjnrin ..................... .. 

~ Tr vel • ••••••••••• • 
• Y. Toms •• •••• •• •• • •• • .• 

..... .. p .. van. l{tllnp .. n ........................ .. 
R .. L. :11der .......... ' . .......... .. ...... .. 
nr. Zi pin •••• .• .••• •• • ••••• 

T. S. '""'lc-tC'r scn .•. ....•..•• 

, Assistant to Professor lexender 

" rofessor Oswald Voblen 
Brooklin, ~ancook County, aino 

AF:"SB 

, 2, 000 
750 

2. ::00 
500 
750 

1, 800 
1,200 
2, 2,0 
2, 500 
2, 000 
1,500' 

l7 ,~50 
750 

iI.600 

A.F. 

3 
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1CCCC<XXlIXIOt 
XXXXXXXXXX3'"ZXXTXXX'X'XlI::X 

agnota.an. via Burks Fal ls 

Ontario, Canada 

July 31, 1933 

DeBr Professor Veblen l 

In 9c)ing over the I 'at of wcrlrors admitted for 

next y .. nr I notice that "'I'. Lo_n lDI1kes no statement ' 0 show Yihethe r 

or not he b Il o"::ul>lly received Us h .-' . degree . In cnse he has 

not r"oeiv d it, I '"nd .. r if '10 oould "'tlrk both under our grwp and 

the Prinoeton group (roceiv'ng of Oourse the grant whioh we have 

a larded him) and get his degr~e from Princ"tal. 0 don ' t wont to 

begin Eiving Fh. ' . degroes . for I don't want to involvo the staff 

in theses . eXlllllinations , and nll the other paraphGrnalia. There 

are plenty of pI oes now in ~'oh men oen got a Ph •• degree . Our 

work ought to be be'lond that sta~0 

ith all good wishes , 

Professor Oswal d Veblon 
llro ('kl1n 
Hanoook County 

nine 

Sincerely ~our5 , 

ABRAHAM F'LEXr-U::R 
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O F"'CIi:"1i 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Pru/tknl 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vke-Praident 
""LANSON B . HOUGHTON 

C/l(zinnDlt 

S AMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

Truuuret 
IRA A . SCHUR 

A"iI/Dnl T ~tDuret 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

.sec~lufll 
ESTHER 5 . BAILEY 

A"i~lun ' £r:.relD.flI 

ABRAH""M FLEXNER 

Di~clor 0/ tk I~ti'uk 

( ( 

THE ~:~~ITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
D BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD. 1S130) 

TEMPORARY OPFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STR EET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS ' • VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

rfh-.r-li.:.. 2- 1 LL 
I (/-)-1 

HI UIiTIi:EIi 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIU S FRI EDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

JOHN R. HARDIN 

ALANSON 8 . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . L EIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABI N 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 
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BROOKLIN 

HANCOCK COUNTY. MAINE 

21 f) If}') 

( 
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( 

X:>"""KUX 
XD W> * :zxxxxx::xxxxxxxx 

XlOCIXXlOCXXX 

eta: n 
via Burke 111 
Ontarie. C II. 

July 27 , 1 933 

Deo.r Pr efesser eblenl 

Thenk you fer .endi 1118 ,, 1' 8 letter, whioh I r eturn her tho 

It cnz:w:: fe r t 01 10 is Chairman ef the 

Exocutive Ce t tee lOr t ho !nat tute . is visltinr us fe r a few daya . I Y O ehe d 

him the onti r e r 0. llt cerresp nd nce r e rtl II/l: yl and 110 d him f er his indopend nt 

epinien. Fe 8 r th r sed by the att tud which Mr. Bamberger and r s . Fuld had 

t en ut tlteun:ht that I B ~6e net te push th • He pre lOses , he V8r , Innsmuoh 

8 he is reinr from here te S rt ro on August l , t e seo thalli himself end auggeBts 

t ""'t p c 11 n t in( ef the Execut1TI!I CClllll:dttoe which ceuld act on tho _tter 

nd t us r eli .. va l' s mind at tho arl est oasible nt. 

Thls I:IOrn:'1l( I rece ved frao Lcndon. 

hlch r"ndsl 

~ ry urr,ont e~ic ial invItation te German pr fe Bor e be expedited 
8S they Y t b al lowed 10 ec e ." 

I om en r nr just how th t t r ef Courant coul d be a r ranged. 

I b lieva the Rookef 11 r Fcundati on eul give us If of a L, OOO fer a y r if 

provided the oth r If in t he nt t t the st nford possi bility dees not 

tura . I "J80n thIs i .nd a nr Thin tter l se ceul d 

be breueht befe th EX0C tiv CoPmittee . n ed not ell IOU h deeply I s. 0.-

t ze th ] 1 h 0 poonl e , "nd in fect I doing ev rv'~ I 0. • situated as I 

m here . t e ce8perate th nne b t the tr red is like an e rthquoJro lOr f'l e ed -
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Professor Veblen J ly "7 , HI- 3 2 

bo 

I cont t o rove usual rout1neA 

i s r Bct 1e ly up to norm4l . and 1 nm taking as long Ike as I have over 

b en in th habit of tlllcing. he ,.xt f w d 8 r B 11 radual ly r sums the ~ros 

out e w, hioh w 11 be sort of ail rat1 an of IndElppnde 09 . • have be n very 

much f vordd by the _ thEIr, whioh has en p r reotl l ovely. 

ith Bl l 

Profeseor 0 1 Vebl en 
l'r ookl in 
Hanoock COtnlty 

ain 

"" 
P •• 

cd 

Dug an baa Bent 

the nrranr rnts ~ oh 

Genn~n profes ors . 

! 
i / 
I 

has . 

"lncer ly YOllr - , 

oonfidenti oran· um, dB~d July 24. showing 

in ~hi8 oountry d land for 

A. F. 
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Dear Professor Vebl en. 

( 

agneta , \ 
via Burks Fal1 s \ 
Ont r io, Canada \ 

Jul y 25 , 193~ 

I 
\ , 

Pr esident A delotte has just c ce to p y us a ' 

brief vi s i t , d he and I have tal ked over the Weyl ~t~er. He 

1s Chairman of t he Executive Commit tee and thinks thet I did 'right 

i n not pr essing the matter of Profes sor ~e 1 by 11 on ~r. Bamberger 

and r e. Ful d. e is I so strongl y in f avor of our invi to him t o 

He 11 oall a meet ing of the Executive Committee 

ust ns soon as I 0 back t o New York . I o bl1ng lTsyl as 

f ollows . 

"Raveoonfe r r ed th A elotte ho as Chairman of 
~xecutive Committee of Institute 11 call meeting 
middl e September . Will communicate i t h you by 
oa I e immediatel y thereafte r . " 

Wi th all good 

professor Oswald Vebl en 
Br ooklin 
H cock County 
t;alne 

:ESE 

shes , 

Si no r e ly your s , 
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near r f SBor ebl en: 

r I have 

XXXXXXXXXlOC< =xxx 
xy.Jcxxxxxxxxx 

XXXXXXXXXXXJQ-xxxxxxxxxxx 

( 

' -ar;ne '1 18Jl , via Burks Falla 
Ontar io, Canada 
July 2'1 , 19 3 

hom r . Bacl>org .. r shonng 

th t he hesitat s ab ut "e 1. fe 'lrine;. I th nk. t t he may be unst abl e 

fact or or in oar healt " SlD ch as he . n~ e 81 right t o act. 

r beHeve t is eat to defer c ion unti l I can ring tog th r the 

Exec tiv Comm1 tee on return to Kew York about t he mid le of September 

and expl ain to th th9 ontire ai u ti~ ! think t t you could 

write W 1 aEking h · to postpone en nn~r t o dri d until e has had 

a chance t o t k . on he 00"e8 t o S1ll).rthl:tore i n the e rly f all . 

!'lith tactful I belie that it 1.1 all come out well t h 

en • 

·it a l 

Pr ofes sor Os I d Veblen 
Pro okl i n. Hancock County 
aino. . A. 

AF : ESB 

0 0 shea an warm r egar ds . 

very sincerel y your . , 

"IlR AH AM FLEXI'-!ER 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



BROOKLIN 

HANCOCK COUNTY. MAINE 
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( 

xxxxx ••••• x vagnatawan 
TXXXXX·.······· via B' ksFalls 

lI:XXl<lCCCC:lI Onta rio. Canada 
July n. 1933 

Dear Protessor Veb1 .. u; 

any thanks ~or yours 01' the e~hteenth 

notifYing me that the ROCkefeller Foundation has 

granted a i'ennrship to r . Ruse to b e spen"\; at t e 

Institute. 

I am also glad to know that I!YI will 

arriTQ in s-rthmo~e in the early autu:m. 

itb all good wishes. 

Sincerely yours . 

P.s .. 
~r . Vanderslice will reo£iT8 the last 

01' the $1.000 appropriated OD July 31 . 
salary ebee "11 be due on Oet<'ber :n . 
make some prOYision for him 1'or the n~nths 
and September? A.F . 

Professor Os Id Veblen 
Brooklin. Hancook County 
Maine .. n .. S. A. 

AF: SB 

i nstallment 
;ria next 

Should 1I'Il 

01' August 
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xxxxx...... aguetawan 
:D.XXllJUCil ••••••• via BurksFalls 

lO<XXXXXXXX Ontario. Canada 
July 21 , 1933 

Dear Professor Vebl n: 

any thanks ~or yours of the e~hteenth 

notifying me that the Rookefeller Foundation has 

granted a feItl1rship to , r . Ruse to b e spent at the 

Insti tute. 

I ... also glad to know that . eyl will 

arrive in s-rthmo"e in the early autumn. 

With all good wishes. 

Sincerely yours . 

P.s . 
t r. Vanderslioe will rec iye the last 

o~ the 81,000 appropriated On Julv ~1 . 
salary ohec w·n be due on Oct~ber 31. 
5Bke some llrcrrl sien for hia ror the "ntha 
and September? A.F. 

Professor Oswold Veblen 
Brooklin, :1lUlCook County 
Kaine. r. s. A. 

AF:FSB 

installment 
ifi next 

Should 119 

of August 
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Dear Professor Veblenl 

( 

ZiXM·'iLXXXX 
·'·'*,a'MIXXXXXXXXXX 

.7 IUID 
!ID"*HftI 2J • tt lI.agnetawan 

via Burks Falls 
Ontario 
Canada 

July 19, 1933 

I have your intereetingletter of July 16 with its quotation from 

Ladenburg. The change in respect t o the nomination of professors is really a deadly 

blow and oan m on only thRt the govermnent expects t o use the universities as part 

of its p~li tic 1 m' chlnery. 

As to Courant, I think you are right. e ought to do something 

in oooperation with the -~rgen Committee . I have herd, however, in confidenoe 

thRt h~ is going to be asked to come on a permanent basis to Stanford, and I have 

wri~en ~ilbur a let+er, commending the proposed action. 

Both Lewan and Peterson hove acoepted, so thpt, according to r s . 

Bail y's figures, we have exceeded ' the amount appropriated . I do not think it 

would Ie wise or right for mB to go further on ~ o~ responsibility especially in 

view of the irregular fashion in whioh I am endeavorin t o handle the ,~yl matter . 

You may not know that Alexander has asked tohave an assistant, 

and Dr . Z ppin has been given the appointment in that capacity. 

Mr • • Flexner's accounts of ~ustria are very discuieting . The 

persons ,Thom she say were of course all anti -Hitl er and were living in dread. On the 

other bend, the likelihood of a Hit l er movement is diminished by the apparent economic 

failure of the Hitler regime in Germany. I readinr two books on the Frenoh 

.volution, and it is astoni shing how closely parallel tho German movement of today 

runs to the French movement of 150 years ago. The ~rld learns slowly and little. 
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Professor Veblen July 19, 193:1 

I am continuing to improve. Yesterday T lk without 

the slightest fatigue . I do not as yet feel inclined t o do lith III3' head. 

Oocasionally I susp ct that by -1st 

been r emoved , but others who have had 

common aft. ~th and that I will Wkke 

r oo Flexner joins me in 

Pr of essor O~ld Veblen 
Brooklin 
Hancook County 
Jlaine 

AF .ES]! 

onsiderable part of ~ cerebrum Qay have 

experi ~nce tel: me that this is a ver y 

Gome morning and feel like writing a book. 

greetings to you ' nd your ~fe. 

sincerely, 

I 

P. S. July 20 
'!fh"'n . ou wr1te we I, I'llOr whethor you would feel like emphasizing 

two pointsl (1) that the proposed aa ary is suffioient to enable him not only 
to live c~mfort~bly ~nd h~ppily but t carry a fair ~ount of life insurance • 
which hls p nsion would of course be s~pplemented. (2) that I (Flexner) " 
strongly of th~ op n 1 on tl1/!.t in view n~ the unusue 1 salaries mambers or tt. .tf 
re expeoted t o follow the full-time pri ciple , which has always been foIl 

at the Rookefeller Institute for "adioal , search ~nd in many of our reorgan d 
medical faculties , n mely, that they ' 1 not engage in merely remunerat ive 
aotivities . Of course, if a man write n book or is paid for a soientifi 
lecture or article , there 1s no objeotio • but the Institute wants to froe 
itself absolutely rom the proofit-lIPking motive whl oh in oertain American fa ' 
tjes, 8S in certain German and other fao ties, h~s done infinite harm. Th 
point is em_hssized in Bulletin Bo . 2, bu I do not know that it oan be made 
clear until custom rend r s it impregnable 8 it is at the Rookefeller Inatit • 

A.F. 
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July 19, 19~~ 

I 8IIl oont inuing t o lmproye. Yesterday I had a t Ylo-mile wo.lk 

without the sll~hte8t tatl~e. 1 do not aa yet f eel l nol ; ned to do muoh 

wi th JII!f head. COoasionally I suspeot that by mi8take a considerable part 

ot JII!f o6rebl'lDl _y have been remoYed. but others who h ' ve had JII!f bxp&rienoe 

t ell me that this is a very oommon afte~th e.nd thHt I will wake u}J tiOIll8 

lIl~rn1nr; e.nd feel like writing a book. 

)Er e . Flemer joins .. in I16l"11Bst greet1n«e to you and your 

wi1'e. 

Ever 'sincerely, 

P.s. July 20 

I _!'Volet your temerity in sending me th. t photograph~ Do I 
look like that, 

Protessor Oswald Veblen 
Brooklin 
Hanoock County 
uRine 

AFIESB 

I 
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iM····*·····X 
XXX"C,' •• 'X'C 

XX*Xi •• ,IT 

agncta1l8n 
via Burke Fells 
Ontario , Canada 

J 'ly 19, 19:53 

ar Professor Veblen! 

I r celved yester~a the tollowin, cable 

fro f rofesso1" 1. daLed .arich, ' 1v 17: 

dress. 

vet he 

" av(> nb 1.11<"<1 pormhs1on to accept invita­
":\ on ·rOll S':'f!lrthmore . 111 follow yen r 
.~T oe and plan in all respects here~er . 
Lett r to Veblen ~ the road . " 

I ~o not n~. n to Scher rer I 8 ad-

Is he in Zu~ich or G8tting n1 I have not 

rom r . Bambercer, b c~us~ a letter ~ lch 

cros sed rr:\n~ , '15 tha t h ... nil ·r~ . Fuld are _kin 

V bl en. 

Frof"lSsor <.s 
Brooklin, < 

'aine 

AF : S. 

ith all o od shes to eu and ra. 

Sinoernlv your s, 

Id "ebl en 
cock C unty 

ASRAHAM FLE X N R 
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LOU I$ BAMBERGER 

~'/Jcnt 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vkc.-PruiJo.t 
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

CMi,-",.m 
SAM UEL D . LEID ESDORF 

TmtUlUel 

IRA A . SCHUR 

Aub:,""' T RGMlfftr 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

.s.a. ... ", 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

Auu,""' £enw", 

A8RAHAM FLEXNER 

DireclfJI 0/ 1M Jruli/ule 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AN D MRS. I'"ELIX FULD, 1830) 
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Dear Professor Vet·l cn : 

xxxxxxxxxxxx 
XlGOOOUUOClOCXXXXXXXX 

XlC • &, ItXA:x:JtXXX 

IlBtaWllll 
vi B rka F 11s 
Ont rio 

Cal"A a 
July 14 , 1955 

I greatl mov~d by your l ettor nnd by eyl's . On 

the s trenr.th of th both I have writton r . h or er booaU8 I do not 

like in vi of past ol roumst os to take aotion thout his knowledge , 

nd indeQ~ I have no 1 au+hori~ t o do so. Should he conour, I 

feel sure that he ~xeou i v Camr.dttoe 11 ratify the aotion. I 

C"OmIm.m:icata .. i h eyl ou by -tra s 60 ( n I va repl y . 

sc ing you a 00 o£ my lette r t o . r. Bamberger . 

I ay by da , and lirs . Flexn r t hinks t t 

look as 19' 11 as I hrve r looked in my life . 
• 

1th kindest r ga s to YJu r s . V bI en, in 'lh1oh 

' r s . PlelQ!ar j6ins , 

Pr ofessor 0 ld Vebl en 
rooklin, ~neock County 

ne 

ery si no ~Aly y UTa , 

A!ilR A HAM '" _l::-X"'l t;:!; 

11 

I 
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U' X JI * xxx:xx:xxa. i • MM. .arnetawall 
XltJCUUOUtXXX via "urn F JIs 

ilii llJ l lil)IJI IIIIIIllIx Ont rio 
Canada 

Jul 11. 1933 

Dear Prof s or Veblen. 

I r calv d this orning he enolo~ad from The Op n R d. The 

pr iouo letter .. s sent to Lefaohatz . .. ~ose pr esent addrass I do not know. 

I~s uoh aa I do not know Pontrja,"nts ful l and aMres8 and have not the 

fU es he e . I am wond ring if all bave IllI3' ay of giv in.l' lIiss Heu.n the Informa­

tion wh "oh he Dgeds "n order t~ the arrangements whioh u and Lefsohetz 

des!ra . 

sond ~u al eo a letter from Lefschetz "h"ch I ha been unabl e 

to lUIS - U t o now. As Lef schetz has pro b'y l eft for his vacat on. I confess 

do not kn what to do. You are f ree to ite t o eaver in Par's if you think 

th is a ore expeditious y of handli~ ~he at ter than The Open Road . 

I am r~ndinc ulte rapidl y in the ca10, de l i oi ous weather of +.he 

Con.Ull.1Ul cemr. 'y nephew, who i s phva" oi , ceme up here wft:h and t nks 

I s t r p tient. r s . lexn~r 1e r turniDg thin the n xt da or two. 

he re~ r ts her self as real ly e I , the fi r st t ' n sev r , years when she baa 

been so saur no about her cond t'on. 

I ope th t you and r s . bl n re en~oy1ng your open lifo and that 

ou are not doing undue 

Pr ofessor 08 ld Vebl en 
reo l in. "'ancock l'ount,· 

11 "' . • S . A. 

ount of thomatios. 

V"r sinoerelv. 
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I 

July 1, 19:5:5 

1.Iy deer Mis s Flaning I 

I hali hoped to 88e you in Prinoeton a1'ter our 

moving t here on M~y 26, but on aooount or Dr. Flexner's illne •• 

I W&8 obUged to go to Baltimore in June and now I shall not 

get baok to Prinoeton until the autumn. I am gl ad to say 

Dr. Flem .. h gaining steadily, and he will oarry on the 

Institute arrair. rram his plaoe in Canada. 

In a reo~nt letter ProreS8or Veblen enolosel 0 

typEml'itten oarbon .Up rram Netional Academy or Soieno .. ror 

reprints amounting to t 15.49. I am not sure ",hothe!' th18 h 

to be paid by me now or whether Prinoeton University has paid it, 

and I lUI to reimburse Princeton Univereity. or oour.e the Inatl-

tute will pay ror t he reprints (No. 4 Vol. 19),but whioh organizat ion? 

rr Prinoeton University or the National Aaade~ or Soienae., are there 

likely to be other bilS rram these organiaation. during the summar' 

If 80, I shoull! prefer to lend one oheok for the entire amount at 

the end or the summar. At your oonvenience, oan you addre ••• e 

to Magnetawan, via Burks Falls, Ontario, Canada' 

17ith muoh &p!>reoiatlcm am with all good wiS"'I, 

Sinoer e1 y yourl, 

..c .. ~ .... .A\IA Fl.E XN i,, :, alTn," 
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,. -

July I, 1933 

I~ dear Miss Flamings 

I ha~ hoped to .ee you in Prinoeton atter our 

moving there on lIL.y 26, but on aocount ot Dr. Flexner 'e Ulne .. 

I wee obliged to go to Baltimore in June and now I shllli nat 

get beok to Prinoeton until the autumn. I am gl ad to say 

Pr. Flexn .. is ge.ining steadily, and he will carryon the 

Institut e affaire tram hie pleoe in Canada. 

In a reoont letter Pror es80r Veblen enclose. 0 

typewritten carbon elip fram National Aoad~ ot Soience. for 

r eprint8 amounting to ' 15.49. I em not sure rrhether this 11 

to be paid by me naw or whether Prinoeton Univers j ty has paid it, 

and I am to reimburse Prinoeton University. Of couree the Inati-

t'~e will pay for t he reprints (Ro. 4 Vol. 19),but which organi&at ionf 

It Princeton UniTersity or the Rationlll Academy ot Solenoe., are there 

likely to be other bi~ tram these organisations during the eummer' 

If 80, I shoul~ prefer to .end one oheok for the entire emouat at 

the end of the .uamer. At your oODYen1enoe, can you addre •• • e 

to Magnetawan, na Burke Falls, Ontario, Canada! 

r;ith lIIuch aporeclation aM with 1111 good wie .... , 

»188 A. Fl..tng 
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BAMBERGER "''''D MRS. FEL.IX FUL.D. 111130) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABL.E ADDRESS : YA NSTITUTE NEW YORK 

H t USTr.ES 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

1.0UIS BAMBERGER 

A LEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM F1.EXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEDENW 
MRS . I"ELIX FULD ALD 

.JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALAN SON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H. 1.EHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDOR F 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

t ~ / /7}) :::~: ~ .. ';::~S 
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Dear ~r. Plexuer : 

en d in Chi cage , • Albart remarke d th t he sh ould 
be glad to r. ave a note of his ppointIJent for a ear 1n the titute 
a?pear in the Bulletin of the ric~ thematlcal S iety where 
:;\lch thiJ:gs are u~,"all:r recorded. I thil:k it would be a good fdea 
to send a list of t sse grants-in-nid to Profes or 1> . R. Hedrick , 
U;;.iv it 0 CalH'orn:a at Los Angeles , al1fomif. , ho 1s ditor 
o~ t' e Bulletu. There ought , however, to be a dlstin~t1on between 
cnee 11- that of Albert and t~. cr leick . hars the s1mplest 
thing would be to leave the latter out ectirely . In th1 sort of 
announCEmen t I would no ' send the announcEl!!le!' t 1n regu1E.r form to 
Hedrick but rely a note tat1ng what the a!lPointments are and then 
let Hedrick Pl t the th ing in in his own way . 

Dr . Abraham Flemer 
I tltute far Advance i Stud;; 
New York City . 

Sincerely, 
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Dear ProtH!!Or 1fienel'l 

-, 

J.Iq 31, 1933 

'l.'haIIk TI!I1 for youre ot the 18th, whlch I baYe be_ 

unable to aIlIIwer more pl'Clllptl7 becauae the moment it eeme ... were 

gett1!lg ready to lIIOYe our hmporary New Tone officee to our pel'lllllJlat 

abode here in Princdton. 

I ehall forward the eorre~ndenee to ProteeBor Veblen. 

fble 18 one ot eOOretl of letten which I have receind "hlch haTe 4rlYeD 

l!Ie almost to diet~t1on. I baYe had eome oorr"pondence with Preeideat 

Ccmpton on the IlUbJect of d.hmleeed proteBIlOrs and alllo with Prellid_' 

lAaeon of the Rookefeller J'oUDdatlon, who baa told me tbat the J'oundat1on 

will colperate with BIll'1II11Tersity wh ich deeln8 to l18CUre the eenlcee 

I ot di~ .. ee8ed proteeeCll'll. I wonder if on theBe te1'lll8 there 18 aJIl'thiug 

that TOU know of which would glye Prote811or S.ass a poet auffiolent at 

leallt to suatain him. 

\Tith all l'J)od willhe., 

Sincerely YOurll , 

Proteaaor Norbert Wiener 
Department of Uathel!atloa 
Hae8aO~8tt8 lnetitute ot Technology 
CSlIbridge, YallllachuaeU8 

AFIES:S 

".lZ"H;"lI 'FL.;; '" , 
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i ' iiiiii"ii 20 NaesBn Street 
'8'M'1 Hi Princeton 

"S'HiR " O Hew Jersey 

Mev 29, 1933 

Ubi AgIIeI nllll!ll*g 
l!'iDt Hal l, PriWeton Univers ity 
Princeton, N. J. 

I Id you herewith the lneti tu~e' !'J check 

drawn to the order of Princeton unl'r"l'8tt7 to 00""1' 

postage, etc. for profelsor Veblen. 

Vey"!! truly youra, 

E8THER 8. BAILEY 

" 

1 
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r 8m s~~ln~Redr!e~ PJVl Oattel1 a nnte, of ~iOh I ancloe. a c~. 

r prei'er !lOt to M;J ll!\fthing abClnt granb in aU. btlla"ilBa, 1t". 40 .... will lI~17 
\ , 

lDdte a"!lpl1c-.ations from Tom. l)l~, ml4 Han;r with the rerot tbat 7011 u4 AluUder 

rill epaJMl llJOet of th'l ~1m" ~!!rpos1.:lg of thaa. I bel1en that a ·~bo'" hlmt 

on your :;>art ,,111 be e more oN'oct iYe v31 of fin4illt; the type of panoa 70'11 are 

lee1dJlg. 

\1 0 moyel! to !'1'!,neetoD 'l'hundq. I was sorry to haTe Just mil.eIl L8ri­

C1Ylta. I haTe .ean the Letwobet ... &D4 lill .. nbarh aad AlelllUlders and J.e4enb'lu'p. 

The o:rtl~ are T"'rt !lllat aJII1 com1'o$b1e. quite a4eq1nta to our . ll'pOHS. Thell' 

Ilzrrp1101tfu cOIJIPUed with the bllll1l\l ot :rine nall ?uta tile Direotor ~ a .. !bOI'­

dlnate podtlon - que he pr<ll'erly belougal 

I lwve good nen fnn Wr • • ne:laUlr aDd n8llDOr. They are rI01r to«tthel' ... 

• '\\Itm aDd w111 in a oollth or a 11"la 1101'8 join .. Sa C-nptIlI . 

r an quite comtortUla at tlIa IJm Wbere I dou't lmo1!' a lD..a 'kbe. 

lin. Ba.Uey .,111 a44 & po.tlcnpt tor lin . 'eble.'. 'benet1t ~ tU 

411palUlon tlhe haB _e 01' hiraM. 

!TUh .J.l soo4 w~. to J01l leU&, 
.... alneerel,.. 

P 8 AIIRA H AN F LEXN£R 
• • Dear Prot ••• or &lid 111'1. 'ebl .. 

fbb 18 Just a line to t.U you that t _ .... 17 
~117 looate4 at lin . CanlOcban" _ I _ IIIOIt grateful to J'01l tor the ~.tlol._ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD , 18S0) T"US TE:E S 

LOUI S BAMBERGER 

p.,; ..... 
TEMPORARY OFFICES 

M RS. FELIX FULD 

Vlce-Pre.iclenl 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

CIwU"""" 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF T __ 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CAIILE ADDRESS: V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAM BERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXI S CARREL 

ABRAHAM PLUNER 

.J ULIUS FR1EDENWALD 

MRS. PELIX FULD 

JOHN R. HARDIN 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A.btI T_.et 
ALANSON - B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENC E R . SABI N 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

E S THER S . BAILEY 

AadAanI~f11 
May 22 , 1933. 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 
LEWI9 H . WEED 

DifleClor 0/ 1M ltutihde 

Mrs. Esther Bailey 
Institute far Advanced Study 
New York City . 

My dear MrS. Bailey: 

According to my account , I 
and cables on Insti tute business.­
ths enclos ed bill. In addition 
Weyl Which cost $3 . 56. 

have spent $12.76 on telephone calls 
The t elephone calls are checked on 

to these, there was a cablegram to 

I have been freely using the Princeton Mathanatics acc ount f or 
stamps et c . and this is all perfectly in order. I find , however , now 
that their account is going to run a little short . I think that it might 
be a goor idea to ssnd Miss Fleming something like ~25 on account of our 
business. This will not cover my expena es for the year by-' any means 
bscause there is still a large numbsr of reprints to send out some time 
next month on my behalf. But I think it will be enough to make her accounts 
come out even an t hat ' is all that is necessary. In fact it is best 
not to reckon th~se things up too cl osel y . 

Sincerely yours , 

OV/ AF 
( 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
( FOUNDED BY LO U t s B A MBERGER ... ", 0 MRS. ,.ELIX FULD •• 5130) 

LOUIS BAM B ERGER -MRS. FEL I X .. U L D 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

10 0 EAST 42 ND STREET 

N EW YORK. N . Y . 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EO<JAR S . BAM B ERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGE R 

ALEXIS CARREL Vb-P,~nI. 

ALANSON B . HOU GHTON 

C""'~ 
S AMU E L D . LEIDESDORF 

T_ 

CAIIiILE ADDR ESS ; VA HSTlTUT£ NEW YO RK 

ABRAH ..... F L EXN ER 

.JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD 

MRS . .. E L IX !'"U LD 

JOH N R. HARDIN 

ALANSON • • HOU GHTON 

H ERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAM U EL D . L E IDES DORF 

HER BERT H . MAASS 

F LO R E N C E R . S A B IN 

PERCY S . STRAU S 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A .. IaN T_ r 
FRANK AYD EL.OTTE 

Se.cIlrJa,., 
ESTH ER S . BAILEY 

A_1Im1 Sec::ldalll' 

AB RAHAM FLEXHER 

D~ O/1Ir& l tUlitute 

Dr . Abr aham Flexner 
Institute t or Advanced Study 
New York Oity . 

Dear Dr. Fl exnsr : 

May 22 , 1933. 
LEW IS H . WEED 

I r e turn he r ewith your cor r e spondence with and a bout Courant . Courant 's 
letter s eems to me an admirable one trom the pOint ot view ot di gnity and re-
straint . Ladenburg , who was in to see me a tew minutes a go , says t hat he hes 
had l etters which l ead h im to expect that most of those dismissals will not 
become detinitive until next October and by t hat time the result s may be very 
much mitigated . I should think , h0'll8Ver , tha t it i s very likel y t hat a man 
like Courant would pr et er to l eave, no m tter whethe r he is t OrIl!llly allowed t o 
sts.y or not . 

Your mark in your l et ter t o President Gates about Courant 's Huguenot 
ancestry mi~t possi bly be misunderstood . There is no doubt that OOlJ[' ant 
regards himselt as a Jew. 

I have had a letter t rom a Dr. C. B. Morrey ap plying f or a pOsition in 
the Institute and have replied by saying t hat in c ase he wishes me to, I will 
recommend him t o you t or a grant in aid of $750. I know him t o be a very 
promising mathematic ian and Alexander concurs . 

I have a lso answered an application from a Dr. T. S. Pe terson a t 
Pasadena in a somewha t le s s detini t e way. He is to send full inform tion to 
Alexander . I am r a ther int erested in him because hi s training ought to pr e­
pare him pretty well to follow the work that I am i nterest ed in just now. But 
I should like to have a little more i nformation a bout hlm f rom the people with 
whom he has worked r ecent ly . 

It looks now as it the reli et work f or the Jews and Liberals who are 
dispossessed in Garmany would be handled through t he ot tice ~ the I n ternat:!lonal 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



( 

Dr . lI'lexner 2 . 

Insti tute f or Education. At least that is what Dr . Duggan seems to think 
and my colleagues ere think it is probably best not to interfere with that 
arrangement. 

'

Elizabeth and I have now gathered up all the lCXIseands and should 
slip away t'rom Princeton tomorrow or the next day . Our address is to be : 
Brooklin , Hancock County, Maine . I suppose that by the time we get to 
Brooklin , it w11l be in order to write to you at 20 Nassau street . 

Please give our best greetings to Mrs . Flexner and save some of them 
t'or yourself' . 

Yrurs sincerel y, 

OV/AJ! 
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LOUIS BAMBERGER 

p,.,; .... 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vb-P,aldent 
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

Clta/,­
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

T~_ 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A.Iara' T 1'tfUU"" 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

"""" .... 
ESTHER S . BAILEY 

AuldtmI Sec'-Ill 

ABRAHAM FL.EXNER 

DlNdo, oj lire IMlJtuk 

I 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY L.OUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FEUX FULD. 10S0) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABL.E ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

Mrs. Esther Bailey 
Institute tor Advenced Stutt' 
New York Oity. 

My dear Mrs. Bailey: 

/ 

May 111, 1933. 

I am sending you herewith material which I have re-

TRUSTIED 

FRANK AYDEL.OTTE 

EDGAR S . BAM BERGER 

LOU I S BAMBERGER 

AL.EXIS CARREL. 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

.JUL.IUS FRIEDENWAL.D 

MRS. FEU X FUL.D 

.JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . L.EHMAN 

SAM UEL. O . L.EIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R. SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

L.EWIS H . WEED 

ceived about . a Miss Ozburn. Har scholastic qualitications 
seem to me to be quite f?lJOd. I t hink the questi on as to 
whether she would satisty the other conditions which we need 
could be eettled much more satistactorily by you then me . So 
I am turning the whole matter over to you . 

Yours sincerely, 

ovjAF 

/' 
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l 18, 933 

D Prof B or Voble 

I recei ocl tbi corning a note 

1 r. therine Ozb o MId n a co of 

let er h I :venorco 

ion of bav el:. write you, 

he of co 88 I no b c ion to el' 

dolI1t! so . 

I VB al 0 r ceiv d • co ,. of be 

1 t t r which Y011 wro 0 'c""'''''' 1\ I 

/lfId1ng yo co of 

Pr ef)ld nt t I) . 

l' foello C 
Pr inceton, 
U , r. 

•• 
d V blen 

0 0 

lncc.r 1y yo' 

AIIRAHAM FLEXNER 
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'ay 11 . 1933 

Dear Profenor Veblenl 

I shall f ollow your lUGBoat lou, an when I hear from the 

Nat ional Research CouncU I shal l write I". 1l1.11bontl'Al and lnfonn h1m 

t hat he hal been admitted to the Inttltute. 

I Ilhould t hink Finley on BlI:eellent cho1c f or b C~ 

oUtes au baTe i n mind , but t he mattef 1& not OM 'lfh i eh I !\\yael! can 

pureus. 

• :Bailey 18 p lanning to moVe the of fice to rinceton 

18. Ther eafter, our addresll 'Ifill be 20 a .. au Str eet. 

I know of til) par ticulM' meslla,gil W lch we can send to 

911 at this t1J:le. Per lJaila you baTe something in mind which dces 

not occur to e . 

1 t all lid Wishes , 

Prot. OSWllld Veblen 
i na Hall 

Princeton University 
Princeton, N. J . 
AJi'IGB 

Sine r el y y ura , 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY L.OUIS BAMBERGER AHD MRS. FELIX FULD, 1980) 

TII U 5TEES 

LOUIS BAMBER GER 

Prai«nt 
TEMPORARY OP'FICES 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR 5 . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL. 

ABRAHAM FL.EXNER 

.JULIU S FRIEOENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

V~P'uiJent 
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF" 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTIT UTE NEW YORK 

Truuurct JOHN R . HARDIN 

IRA ... . SCHUR 

Auu"'"' TrrD.un~_' 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

ALANSON 8 . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . M ...... SS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

s.a, .. ", May 10, 11133 . 
ESTHER S . BAILEV 

Au"I""t SuItWfJI 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

Dir«tor 0/ the lrutiluk 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute for Advanced Study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

LEWIS H . WEED 

I am enclosing a letter from Mr. Blumenthal lObo is coming next 
year as a National Research Fellow. I presume that you will receive some 
kind of an inquiry from the Board as t o whether you wish to adm1 t him. 
I think he is a promising m8lll and hope that he will be admitted to the 
Institute . 

I heard from Mason to the effect that Fosdick will not act on our 
commi ttee and the idea no" is to see whether Vincent will do so. Mason 
has offered to telephone to him on the sub ject. Taylor and I and perhsps 
one or two others are coming in Friday mar i ng for an engagement with 
Mason at 10:30. If you are not too busy, , I at least , wou ld like to 
look you up during the day . I should like to get this metter under way 
and into the hands of someone el e as soon as possible. The people here 
with whom I have spoken, (Taylor , Conklin, Eisenhart, Alexander, Capps) 
all feel that the plan for the committee is a good one and only requires 
leadership from what might be called the New York end. 

One point about which I should like to speak with you is the 
,uestion Whether we should send messages to Weyl in the keeping of 
Taylor when he goes to Carmany. 

Yours sincerely, 

O~YJL 
OV/AF 
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Dr. Simon ':LeDer 
Rockatell.r roundation 
&& Str •• t and York A?8Dua 
New Yark CU". 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

May 10, HI33. 

Since our oon?eraatian in lIaehington about the problem e8 to whet 
cen be done to help the le .. IIId Liberals who ere drhen out ot their posi ­
tione I n C1e~. I haye tellced with a tew ot ray coll_guee h.re and same 
othare. TIl. Idea which aeema to reoai?e mo.t ta?CIr b thet ot hav1nc a 
ccaaiUa. tor the natural .01-.0 .. whioh lIhould be oompoeed in a large pert 
ot wbat th. Gerlll811l1 would oall Jr7an eo1enUab, together With a tew men ot 
atteira who would know how to rahe tund.. 'l'he idea would ba to dhtribute 
the GerIIIa.n soilllUsta who are helped in ?ar1oUB oountriee in 8I10h a oy as 
not to causs .,. undue co no entraU on anywhere but eo 0.8 to allow th_ to oon_ 
tinue their ecient1tio wCll'k . The aoienUtic \II8IIlbership ot the cODD1 "ee 
could be •• lect.d in 8Uoh a way thet the oommi tt.a would p08sess tirat hand 
knowl.dge ot tha i ndiY1dual. &0 era to be helped. 

No tol"ll8l prot .. t ot eny eart would be made but the ex1ateno. ot the 
cODD1Uee IIId the natura ot ita mlll1ber ahlp would. I think. in the oour •• ot 
8 yeer or two, ..... a .,cd deal ot praoUcal Talu. ae a prote.t. 

I want to e.e your brother about this IIIltt.r day betore yeaterdey 
and he aent 1118 to afr o Poedick l'IhOl1l I asked whether he wou ld be willinS to 
aerYe a8 chairman ot t he oommittee. He brought tor.erd the diftioult" 
which I hed at GOur •• expectad that he wa. eo olosel" connected with the 
Rocketeller organizationa and said that he would 11ke to talk t he maU. 

\ 

O?er with Max llaaon. Mason telaphoned to me yeaterday morning about the 
general quaetion without eaying lIIl7thbg about lroediok . I put the queetion 
to him r ather etrongly by eaying that I did not know wIlere elee to go 1n 
ordar to tind the naceseary laaderabip to r such a committee. llaeoR pro-
miead to oall me up later in tha day but no me .. age baa yet oollla trom him. 
I hope to heer frOlll him today but I thought I would 11ke to set thie letter 

--
I 
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Dr. 81mon J'l8Xllll1' 

orr \0 you eo thet you 1f1U be \lI'epared 1n caee I tr,- to consult you 
about the lIIlttar \omorrow or the e:o day. 

I BIll hoping to lea •• tor Usine eolDO time next weelc but would 
like \0 e •• 1t 8Omeon • .8apable ot carrying out lIome IIOrt ot a reliet 
undartaking for the Germ~ 1I01eotl.'. oan nat be enlleted betor. I 80. 
Do you suppose tbat Vincant II1gbt do It? 

Tour. einoarel,.. 

O. Veblen. 

OV/A7 Pri noeton. New .Tera.y. 

I 
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10 , 1933 

Jear Prota.aor Veb1e1ll 

In writ loot-

ed to utborbe you to roClled with b1nd1J\g 

the per 1odlC3l11 In tho 'fI~~ you .. lit. 

Prof. Ollwald V 1;)11ll;l, 
i lne Hall 
Princeton trn1vcrJ1ty 
Princeton, I . J, 
J3, tm 

Sincore y ure , 

( 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

L.OU IS BAMBERGER 

P~litknl 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Viu;.Pruiftnl 
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

Cha/rtJlll7l 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

IRA A . SCHUR 

ANillDnt T RtulJ~ 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

SuRtarv 
ESTH ER 5 . SAlLEY 

Auullml SectdD'lI 

ADRAH"'" !"LEXNER 

DiP'Cc.lor 0/ IN. Imlilu~ 

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER "' ,..0 MAS. FELIX FULC . 1950) 

T EMPORA RY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE "ODRESS: V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
Institute for Advanced study 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr. J.l'lexner : 

FRA NK AYDEL.OTTE 

EOGAR S. SAM BERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXI S C ARREL 

A BRAHAM FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEDENWAL.D 

MRS, FELIX FULD 

.JOH N R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL O . L EIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . "'A"SS 

FLORENCE R . S AB IN 

PERCY S. STRAU S 

LEW IS H . WEED 

May 9 , 1933. 

I am r eturni ng he rewi t h the letter from Mr . Beth. As I told you 
yesterday, I have seen a copy of the J.l'rankturter Zeitung which contains a 
complete list at the professors who were turned out at Frankfurt and other 
places. This list does not contain Professor Hellinger 's name. I there­
fore think there is some hope that he has not been driven out. 

I tried to reach you by telephone yes te rday afternoon after I lett 
Mr . Fosdick but it was to o late . He seemed to approve of our plan and wi shes 
to talk i t over with Mason . I think at the very least, we will have accomplish­
ed aomething by bringing our point of view more clearly to the attent i on of 
t he Rocketeller group . I should like, if possible, to get somet hing start-
ed wi thin a tew days so the t I can get oft to Maine and my sp1nors. 

Yours sincerely, 

()~~ 

OV/AF 
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FRANK AYDELOTTE 
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ESTHER S . B ... ILEY 
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER 
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( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 15130) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42 ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS , VA NSTITUTE NEW YORK 

T RUSTEES 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

L O UIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

.IULIUS FRIEDENW ... LD 

MRS . FEL.IX FULD 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOU GHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . L EIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

May 6, 1933. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute f or Advanc ed Stud/{ 
New York ctty. 

Dear Dr. Flexner : 

Eisenhart is very pleased with the way in lb ich you 
have handled the matter of the compensation f o r the use of 
Fine Hall and I am also/"1!'~ . 

Shall I gp ahead and arrange for the binding of the 
periodicals which I am turning over to the Instit ute? I 
should think a buckram binding would be most practical. This 
costs something like $1.50 a volume here. It is what I have 
been using for my own books. 

Yours sincerely, 

O~YA 
OV/AF 
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llay 6, 1933 

De Profe8sor Veblen: 
/ 

I received Silverman'. telegr am yes t er a fternoon , nd 

this morning Come. your l etter, whioh Seet118 to be t v rianoe with 

it. I oontinue to believe t t 

the British ut or8 r ther han 

Ii it that I may be mistaken. 

the honors go t o the muBioians and 
.Al!I.edoan 

txlthe G'iii&¥aoienUsta. But I also 

ot er a oommittee ooul d, und~r 

exi sting oiroumst anoes, r ai se ny oonsi erable sum of monoy I oonfess 

Reourring to Silverman's telegram, I t i nk you oan say: 

first, the n her of those who ve lost their ooete in Germany 1s 

so gr e t that un er oon itiOO8 adsting in erioa th re is no h 

nos61bIl1ty of talc! Oare of them. seoon , that the thematioal 

group of the Ins titute i s settle f or nax yea n t ere is nothi ng 

that the Institute oan do that will be of any mom<Jnt. 

Wit. all f1pod wis hes. 

Profossor Os al Veblen 
Fi ne Hall 
Princeton University 
Princ n,)Jew J rsay 

F ICS 

Sincerely yours, 

Ag\F. 4 \!1 Flf)l rtl 
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Ol'TlCE". ( F OUNDED BY LOU IS BAMBERGER ... HD MRS. FELIX FU LD. 1830) 

TRUSTEU 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

P~/tknt 
T EMPORARY OFFI C ES 

100 EAST 4 2NO STREET 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGA R S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

A LEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHA,.. F LEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWA L D 

MRS. F ELI X FU LD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

Va-PrQiMnf 
A LANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAM U E L D . L E ID ESDORF 

T_ urre, 

N EW YORK. N . Y. 

CA BLE A DDRESS : VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

JOH N R . HARDIN 

IRA A . SC H UR 

As.Ulanl T_, 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

A LANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . L EHMAN 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . "' ...... SS 

FLOREN C E R. S"eI N 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

""", .... 
EST HER S. SAl L EY 

A ... uttm' £C~I'JI 
LEW IS H . WEED 

A BRAHAM FLEXNER 

Dif«tOloJ 1M Imtilule 

I 

o 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
I nst i tute for Advanced Study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

May 5, 1933. 

I talked with Taylor about Dr. Farkas t h is morning. Taylor regards 
Farkas as a very go od man and indeed has borrowed the copy of Farkas ' last 
paper which is on a subject closely re lated to Taylor's 0111 work. He was 
not , however , able to su ggest anything that could be done immediately for 
Farkas. 

We also discu ssed t he general question about what could be done to 
help some of the dispossesssd. Taylor t h inks a s do prac t ically all of the 
people whom I bave consulted, that it wo uld d)l6 more harm t han go od to make 
any sor t of formal protest. On tbe ot her hand, we agreed that some kind of 
a commi t tee to r a ise funds fo r t h e purpose of enabling some of t han to live 
and cont i nue the i r scholarly work in the countries adjacent to Germany or 
elsewhere might be feasible . The existence of such a committee would in 
i tself be an eloquent protes t . I suppose that the actual funds would 
mostly come from t he wealthy .Tews but it mi ght be helpfu l to have a numb er 
of scientific men on such a commi ttee. I think there would be no diff iculty 
in finding severa l such people i n this neighborhood . 

Taylor himself is Sailing for England in abou t two weeks a nd e xpects 
to make a visi t to Bonhoeffer in Germany. He would be gla d to serve as a 
sort of laison officer for such a committee if it is desired. If you 
thought it desirable, we could doubtles s get him to make a visit to oOttingen. 

Taylor s ays that t h er e already is a committee of th is sor t i n Chicago 
of which President Hutchins is the Chai rman . He suggests t hat Ra}'lllond 
Fosdick might be a su i table man to head a corresponding committee in New 
York. 

f 
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Dr. Plexner 2. 

, 
I have written to Juli8Il Coolidge at Harvard to see how he would 

react to the idea of such a committee. You m1~t recall that he 8Ild I 
collaborated in raising the endowment fund for the Mathematical Society. 

Yours sincerely, 

O~/~· 

OV/A1 
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I.!ay 6, 193 3 

Br ? ofeesor Veblen: 

! shal l ~a e u with the Execut ive Commi ttoe a t once 

t he quest ion of endors ing the rrnngementll whiah you d Eisenhart 

have s rrive et . It s eams to me a t l oact f a i r to the Inoti t 0 

n gener ous on the part of t he niver ity. 

I l etter fro aber 0 f ew weeks go, asking ~ t o 

fin lace or one of his aesistnnts whc he t hcught woul d h ve 

to be dropoed. -" . er ently he was not un91lS " a~out i s own ost. 

Now, a l ss, th t h~s gone, doubtless , bec8use he ha a J awieh eet 

grenatether, or lI om et:hing of that ki n • 

It is nct oe s1ble at this time to go ahea with nother 

eper t ment. First, I want a year 1n wh ich to see how t he M the­

maticsl School works out. Sec on , I am not suff iCi entl y f amiliar 

with the personnel v il ble in this count r or in Europe in other 

de ar tments. Thlr, roroun ly B I sym thl£e with Germans, I 0 

not b eli ve t hat we can have our han " forced by the hs eni ng" 

over t here - nyt ing e c n 0 woul be only ro. i n the hi c kot -

and W9 MUst rOC99 " we oroceede with yo an~ ~ lexen er, by 

giving op ortunl 198 t o '~ricans , if it is possible t o fin~ t hem. 

Ther e is no OBtionalistic feeling in t hi s . Onl y a ro­

foun concern t hat We may i t he long r un bui l d ury i n ! mericQ 
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Prof saor Veblen 'ay 5, 193 

cult r center c r able t o those or Euro~e . N l ther Oxfor 

nor arin , nor Ro e. Berlin or Vionna woul be w at it is if i t 

ha at rte solely with for oign t lent, - thoug thoy ve 81 ays, 

11 of them, tilizo n beorbe foralgner s . 

must not fo r g t t t we .ao r s1ning oung ' meric lll8 

for 0 emic ooste, wo woul s i mply 8uonress m r io n ffort 

i they were cut of fr om these "l osts. 

Tho fin nei 1 et . tls I Ie va to be s rrange betwoen 

ou enol • 8 . Bsi eye 

it 1 goorl wishell , 

Profossor Osr.s1 Vo len 
Fine IToll 

r i nee n University 
rinocton, . ew J er s y 

Ar ,GS 
J 

Sinoerely yo s . 

. • S.-Since TJritinc tho cove I h ve enufen'e ·it t he Exec tive 

Co . ittea Rnd I am 1tlng t iee r rt tr we r()')o~e t o t) y ' G, 0 

• yqsr in mont I, inst , b ginning Se~te b r 1. 

2 
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(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ... ND MRS. FELIX FULD. '030) "'''UIITEU 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Pte.Jl,xnl 
TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

1.0UlB ElAMBERGER 

A LEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEOENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

V~PrulJenl 

"LAN SON B . HOUGHTON 

Choirman 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

TIeIU~r 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 

CABLE: ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

JOHN R . HARDIN 
IRA A . SCHUR 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

Seel'tlolll 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LE'DESOORF 

HERBERT H . M ...... SS 

FLORENCE R . SAOIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

ESTHER S . SAlLEY 

A,,&ibnt Sec:~'Q'" 

ABRAHA'" FLEltNER LEWIS H . WEEO 

Di,edor 0/ 1M ltulilule 

\ 
~/ 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute tor Advanced Stu~ 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

May 4, 1933. 

I return herewith the letter trom Weyl and the correspondence with Dr. 
Bleick. I have kept the copy ot your letter to Dr. Zangger but I will return 
it if you wish. I should think this letter would put Weyl at his ease as 
far as it is possible to do so. His fear that he would have to take aFer 
the Directorship of the Institute at Gottingen is probably well founded for 

l Bohr's information that Oourant has been "given a leave of absence" seems to 
be quite definite. I have suggested Oourant's name in a couple of places 
where they need a man to build up a mathematics department. He 1I:luld be 
ideal for such an undertaking. 

I think it very likely that Neugebauer will also be dismissed because 
he is well known as a radical in politics. I balieve it is quite true that 
he occupies a unique position as an historian ot mathematics. 

I am going to talk wi th Ta,y lor of our Ohemistry Department abo ut 
Farkaf. I seem to remanber that the chemists think very highly of hiJR. 
I suppose you noticed in the morning paper that Ha~per himself has resigned. 

I can't help returning to the point that if the tunds could be made 
aTailabla.., I II .... now would be a golden opportunity for starting some of 
the other departments. But this idea is so obvious that you have doubtless 
already considered it trom all points ot view. 

Mrs. Bailey's account of the grants in aid in her letter of May 3rd 
agrees entirely with my notes on the subject except that there should also 
be set aside $1200 for travalling and a~ra expenses in the case of Pontr;fagin. 
You will recollect that we agreed with Letschetz that a total of $3000 should 
be available for this case and we decided to mske the stipend smsll in order 
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Dr. J'lexner 2. 

to have a !!pod large reserve on account ot the peculari ties in his situation. 
Contrary to what I wrote in one ot my letters last week, this means that we 
have now disposed or 500 out ot our additional $5000. 

Yours sincerely, 

()~f~ 

OV/A:8 
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~ 1L, L T~ a:/l;,. ~ 0 

Vj' ~ ;Lf.- ~ 1 ~ ,.,;..:t" ..JJ 

-L~ r r o 

b~/ 

{)~ffoo 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



:y 3 , 1 3 

y dear Prote$sor Veble~ 

1; rove cotlplled t he f ollowing list rr t he mater ,," oh we he. e 

rooeived. In e casea I not IrIU'O Ilf t he exact until or th dat es whon 

f' ir t nt ohould bo made, Ifl11 you. 1 lie let e 0'11 r di ng these 
addi tional 

1tm end 0 i f t her e e eny/ r=J8S t t hould be included? 

Qrnpte in Aid. 193 1931 

rene of G-r; t Date ( f ir t ent) 

.A. A. Albert ~ , 000. 00 J uly 1933 
W. • Bl iel:: 7 . 00 ootob r 1933 

• (l6de1 ,500. 00 october 1933 
(T v 1) ",,00. _ 

k:;i;J I , yo 
, 

• S. Pont r agin ~ 1, 000. 00 ? 

T. Y. d- 2 , 250, 00 o to ar 1933 

X. 'Il." X r l 2, 500. 00 October 1933 

• L. Wilder ¥...- "r- ') ,000. 00 , 
~ 3 ~ 0 

I 8nd1 ~ :,rou the corr oDdenca with IIr . :Bl a iek and hi D 

e pt ance , h loh Dr . IQ:ll wuben yo t o see. 'fon' t ou 1 se r turn 

t lottor. at your nveni encei 

1no el y '!m,rt'll 

Pr ofes or On d Veblen 
ine 1 , Pr inceton Univers i t y 

Pr inc t on. ow J ersey 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS SAM BERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD. 1830) TIIVST££S 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Pta/lknf 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vice-Prul«n' 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

ChQirmon 
SAMUEL O . LEIDESDORF 

TlelUure, 
IRA A . SCHUR 

AuidQnt TtrtUurer 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

S«retQ'" 
ESTH ER S. BAILEY 

A".tll,mt Sce,dIlFi/ 

AB RAHAM FLEXNER 

Diredo, 0/ Ik Imlilule 

Dr. Abraham 1"1!!Dl E!l" 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

N E W YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADOR!:SS : VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

lnati tute tor Advanced Study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. 1"1exnar: 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

E D GAR 5. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXHER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS . FELIX FULO 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 
HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL. D . L EIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R. SABI N 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

May 3, 1933. 

I encloee herewith a letter trom Professor Wilder tormallyaccept­
ing the grant-in-aid. 

According to my calculationa, the grant to Mr. Bleick exactly uses 
up the original $15,000 and we haTe not touched the $~OOO appropriated 
at the lsst meeting ~ the Board. 

Dresden writes me that he will be in Princeton next Sunday and I 
expect to return hie letter :from Weyl to him a t that time. 

Protessor Bohr was here yesterday and this 
aeTeral ot us about the German aituation at great 
he also told you allot the essential details. 
chance to talk with you about these matters again 

morning and talked with 
length. I gather that 
I hope I may haTe a 

betore long. 

Yours Sincerely, 

OV/J7 
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, 19 

Dear rofe or Voblont 

I 'P.Onder 1f t h re is allyO/i a incaten who wOUld be inter ested in 

the clolled 11ic com o me f r om Prof essor Jal~S at em. 

!fa are ~ .rta1nly in t deY 0 B f1.~. Unabl e to car f o!' our own 

forel countr ! • It Be 

t o me o1 r first p l a ""-'<lOIa·'or to :1d # 0 '- : or t e VI 

U ll r...'1e e OO~ e to t i ll therliSslv 9 i n th is c t ry on the th ry that , 11' they 

wore r thy, t r e would bo J ObB waiti f ol' th . Unti l havo done that , 

what sls8 can wa do? OUr opport~tla. 1'01' maki pl aces fo r foreigners are 

therafore at th l:lOl!lOlit limlted to a ferr outstmldi "person 8S lIucb as J ineteln 

and 1/eyl . by t h T y, I Ye another latter hlob I enelosil3g with 

r eply t hereto . o YO' will noto j I am not wr1ting h to· tt n, but I 

r eplying to hl,m via Prafes r er . 

1'11t h 1 good wlshes . 

Prof 00 owald Veblen 
Fine Hall.Prine ton univer sity 
Princoton, He:. J ersey 

• 
AdR AHA M FLEXN h 
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~y 1, 193 

r Prof saor Veblen: 

I em sen ing you today eo of a l et­

ter °bie I have writte ~. Bl e1ek! and alao 

o letter of Aor1l 20 from eyl to eaden. 

111 you le 8e retur n t lattor te me or -t o 

osden 8 yo u r ofer. 

ith all good .. i hes , 

Prof. Oswald Veblen 
Fino H 11 
Pr inoeton University 

inoeton, N.J. 
FIGB - Z 

Sin er ly :'ours , 

FlE NE 
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Pr o elil!: i:' OIl11P3l.d V bien 
1i'in.e vll, :rinooton UniTe1'l'li.ty 
Pr inoeton, _ Jeroq 

Ill! or V bl tit 

Your llit t t' of a.r . 

( 

i 

r11 27, 1933 

• 1933. Bt t hat yOU 

11'8 t l' do t lJ to the lueU t o for Adv·o:lt~ed lIets of 

b .d 

\ ~ to t. l'l oj lIetil . tm. 138 nted by Dr . F1 r to 

of 'fruste 8 a t ' eet an authQM.as to 

1n:f'o l ea.sure 

requested t 'vo f; th 11' t 

journal. will 'be bound at the e e of th Institute and 

roperly labeled wIth the Institute· bool..-p.llite. 

Ve't7 truly yours, 

eTHEl' 8. 8 11n..EY 

A .. 1stant Seo ta17 
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LOUIS BAMBERGER 

~dt.ttJ 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vioe-Praldenl 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Cbo/rmatt 
SAMUEL O. LEIDESOORF 

T~_ 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A_tom T~re, 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

s.... ..... 
ESTHER S . BAILEY 

A..w.u.t Seuelolll 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

Dltedo, 0/ lAc l".litale 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER 11"0 MRS. FELIX FULD. 11130) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YO RK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

TRUBTEU 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIUS PRIEDENWALD 

MRS. PELIX FULD 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . L EIDESOORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

April 20 , 1933. 

Mrs . Esther Bailey 
Ins ti tu t e f or dvanced Stud 
New ·York City . 

M dear Mrs . Bailey: 

Could you send tr.o copies each of Bulletin number 1 end 
2 to my s ster, , iss Gertrude Veblen , Hampshire s Hotel, 
Minneapolis , innesota. he is a librarian and has had a ood 
many inquir i es nh 1c h t i s wo uld help her to a nswer. 

Yours sincerely , 

o~jI~ 

ovjAF 
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OFFlC" ". 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

PlUlrknt 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD. 1950) 

T "UIiTEES 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

MRS. FELIX FULO 

Vb-p,uiJent 
100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

FRANK AY D ELOTTE 

E DGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXI S CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

... LANSDN B . HOUGHTON 

CI."flman 
S AMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

CABLIi: ADDRESS : VA N STITUTE NEW YORK 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A"ullmt T rrtUWU 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 
HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

S AMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABI N 

PERC,. S. STRAUS 

s.u. .. ", 
ESTHER S . SAlLEY 

Auidanl &cIWlTJI 

ABRAHAM Ft.EX NER 

Director of 1M lmtituk 

r . braham . l exner 
I ns i tute for dvanced tully 

, New York City. 

ear Dr . Ie xner : 

I t i~~ ou will be saf e in replyin to~. 

am re urning herewi h , by sa in that his work ies 
inter est 0 t he I nstitute. 

LEWIS H . WEED 

pr1.1 1 2 , 1933. 

tz, whose e ter I 
utside the fi eld 0 

I communicated with delotte as you sur gested but his Commi ttee 
decided that i was no advisable t o renew the Swarthmore invitation to 
e'l f or next year . I e ect that il. delotte will t k wi h you about 

the matter ..men he sees ou . "ter consulting Ei senhart and Lefsc het z , 
I sent t he f ollowing cab egram: "Have cons ted Flexner . Offer can no t 
be renewed now . Shall seek anot her arr angenent even if emporary?" 

The point of the last sentence is that in case V/eyl is in real 
difficulties , I think it no t unlikely that something c uld be done abou t 
it . t least, I should wi sh to try . His cable gram, however , is ex-
plicitly answered by my second sen t ence . What I received from him I 
enclose ., uf? 1-

I enclose herewith the letter f rom Bernays wh ich I have answered 
by saying that t here is no openin in t he I nstitute . 

I em leaving 
back in Princeton in 

oni ght or Chicagp and 
ime for your visit . 

~inneapoll s and exyec t t o be 

Yoors sincerely , 

O~~ 
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Copy of cablegram from ~eyl for Dr. Flexner. 

~J.. 
" I s t erneuerung des rufs auf Ma! denbar dann brauchte lch 

nlcht Zurueck und kaeme direkt schwierigkei t visum f amilie in 

Deutschland umstaende draengen briefe unterwegs erwerte provisorische 

Antwort an Plancherel." 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
OFFICEP5 

( FOU ND ED BY L.OUlS BAMBERGER ... NO MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES 

L O U IS BAMBERGER 

Ptaltknl 
TEMPORARY OFFICES "'FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LO UIS BAMBER GER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vice-Praitknt 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

ChoirtrlQn 
SAM UEL D . L EIDESDOR F 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE A DDRESS , V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

A BRAHA'" FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEDENWAL.O 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

Tremunt JOHN R. HARDI N 
I R A A . SCHUR 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

£eJelDru 

ALAN SO N B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAIo4UEL D . LEIDESDOR F 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

F LORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

ESTHER S . BAILEY 

Aaaidlml5«.tcI'''11 

AaRAHA'" FLEXNER 

D it«lo, 0/ the Inllitule 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institut e for Advanced 
New York Cit y . 

Dear Dr . Flexner : 

LEWIS H . WEED 

April 6 , 1933. 

Study 

I should be glad to anything that I can to assist the Committee on 
Site on its visit next Saturday . If you could let me know by telegram or 
tele phone the train on which you arrive , I will meet yo u with my new car . 

I have just heard from Professor Wild er that his leave o f absence has 
been grant ed by the University of Michigan and that he is ready t o accept the 
gran t in ai d offered him in my letter of January 7th . I enclos e herewith a 
copy of my letter of J anuary 7th an d also a copy of a statement about his salary 
c onta ined in a letter from him to me dated December 28 t h . In reply to t his ~ 
le t ter I have asked him to send me up to date info rmati on on this point . 

I Wilder 
I am not sur e whet he r it iS~ f or you to correspond di rectl y with 
or wi th t h e Chai rman of hi s Department , Professor J. v-. Glover. 

I agree perfectly wit h what you say about the admission of students to 
the Institut.e and it is on e Xactly that basis that I recommend that Mr . Bleick 
be admitted . Whe ther Mr . Bleick should rece ive any sort of a stipend is a 
question which ou t to wai t until we bs ve h ad a chance to discuss t h e question 
further . I think he should r eceive one if one is ava ilable and if we stick to 
the program which we discussed a couple of months ago . I think there is no 
particu lar hurry about thst q uestion but I b eliev e it would be a dvisable t o 
admit him a s a stUdent wi thout much delay . 

In yesterday ' s mail there was a l ong letter f rClll Weyl and a s h ort but 
significant one from Bernays of Gottingen which I should like t o disc uss with 
yoo when I see you . 

Yours sincerely , 

()~fA 
'oV/AF 
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ril 7 , 19~~ 

a r rof seo' V n: 

r nolos1n~ g 1 t ter b 1 0 eisor, th • 000 

of' 0 ' ,,", I' 1 t hereto. 

Tour l etter to Wil r 80 bo IllQ to b a 1r01y satiof ot y. 

t al!I r get our v1res or e~ed lf we t h oorre8 on wi t h • 
r 8 1 19a. t 9 r-~tt r in your an 8. 

I v r y han" 1 de9 t t l at ter 01 arn 'm the 11911 ion 

, . ad",it i n& li t ,is t a, - 01" i"k(!r. II I P efol" t o e" 1 

I rop or; en t onorr o t " t : 0 can k. 

th t r io t o Prinoatnn. r flt 8 ad II 1 on 1 it off. 

r wont er j ust w t 071 n Bern ya wroto au. 

10011 abounds in a i.~'nt<lry not o i tUe bullet in. 

lthout lnt a 80, r hh.. vi ntly eo~e a t M ,. \ lo.l , -

n ~ 1y, e ioni llti t rof 880ro i t au 10n 1'1 prola about th 1r 

or eviOllS oots nd <>1' 0 neel . I 11 anne I' 1'0 my oorres on anoa 

not t o vert1S9, cont I' ry t o usual ooa mie ?raot i ce . 

1 t 1 good w s hes , . 

Prof "or O~w[ l V l en 
Fi ne Ball 
Pr ino ton "ui vor sit 
Pri noaton, I'a" J 6 1'S Y 

F, S 

Sinoerely yours , 

AlHAHAM r l l:.XNt 
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Professor R. L. Wilder 
1308 Olivia Avenue 
Ann Arbat' , Michigan. 

Dear Wilder: 

COpy FOR Ill . l"LE:<NER 

January 7, 1933. 

I hP d a tallt with Dr. Flexner yesterday and as a result I am 
authori zed to make you the following offer. In case the University 
of Michigan grants you s a bbatical leave at belf pay, t he Institute f or 
Advanced stu<l¥ will g1 ve you a position for t he academic year :1,933-34 
at a salary suffic ient to provide t he other half . Thus you w11l be 
able to spend a year in the Institute at the same salary as you would 
have had in the' Uni versi ty. 

The prin:ery purpose of such an appoinlment wou ld be, of course, 
to give you an opportuni ty to get on lIi th your scientific work . You 
would, however, be likely to be called on to help members of the In-
-stl. tute in their work. For eX!IIlple, there may be some work to do 
in connectioo with the Annal s of Mathematics. 

I hope thlw will afford a soluti on of your problem. 

Yours sincerel y, 

(signed) O. Veblen . 

St a tement from Professor Wilder ' s letter of December 8, 1932, to Prof­
essor Veblen. 

"For the past three years I have received $4000 annually, and 
ac cording to agreement was to beve received $4500 this year . Instead, 
due to a decrease in universitr funds , I have taken an sf, cut on my 
f6rmer salary, so that I now get $3680. It looks as though we shall 
take a further cut next year, alth ou@p we shall not know definitely until 
some time after the state legislature meets in January . " 
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D r Prof 801;' V'ebl.@C 

:r :;0 wonder. ... preo1eGl7 t ifi t10nl eatl you. to think hat Blelek 

4" .. e" a ~ a Une of ~larl&t1ont There 

ie not~ CIiItI do as to tber t. 1n aid til t I!la8tl on Apl'11 24. 

he etlen ot • ente i., r th • a I le on . !bere 1 

a -tab wn of Dey TaUa 18 tor grants 1n a1d. u. 

I s'hall. 1.1 ex reise a to • OTera~t. I thin\: I in 

aut1 'btmnd :0 do. Befc.nd. th~ :you . 

eorth while at hi~ axp e. H II1Ch O'J'!)le hero II. 

70U u:t'iI 11';1 X'o tine. 

o;rn deT 1 ;.mont 

or 1U'IIe not 

to 1'011 thoroUchl7 

IlCllI'll 1a that 

nona mom you ant to hel o 

lIIora tb&3 • to yo'!!, to . eed. CaD you · rOTe uoon thls e1lt1ol\.7 It 10, 

do not 81 te to do it. 

eeton 

aex SAt~. I U w1" JOU the hour at -.hich ... II 1 a,rri'r at tho Princeton 

ith all good nelles, 

Profelear Oftatd Vablen 
11ne 11, . Pr1 cetan University 
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LOU I S B ... MBERGER 

PflUidcnl 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vioe-Prultknl 
... L ... NSON B . HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
S ... MUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

TlUUlUEr 
IR", .... SCHUR 

Aublon' T ",om"" 
FR ... NK AYDELOTTE 

Su~toru 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

Auuwnl Su~loru 

... BRAHAM FLEXNER 

! 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS B ... MBERGER ANO MRS. FELIX FULD. 1930) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y . 

CABLE ADDRESS , VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

TIIUSTllI:. 

FR"'NK AYDELOTTE 

EDG",R S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

... BRAHAM FLONER 

JULIUS FRIEDENW ... LD 

MRS. "ELI X FULD 

JOHN R . H ... RDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

S ... MUEL D. LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . M ...... SS 

FLORENCE R . S ... BIN 

PERCY S . STR ... US 

LEWIS H . WEED 

D/~dor 0/ tIw. IrutlluJc 

Dr. Abraham n exner 
Institute for Advanced Study 
New York City . 

Dear Dr. Flexner : 

April 4 , 1933. 

I expect to be back from Chicago by Wednesday the 19th but 
shall probably start for Waahington on the f ollowing Saturday. In 
all probabil1 ty I can be at your service on Wednesdsy, Thursday and 
Friday . So far as I can see now these three days will be equally 
good for our talks. I think it w111 be best for me to try to keep 
them all free . This also has incidental advantages for me which you 
can 1.m!:I g1 ne . 

I have a letter from l.!r . ,lleick asking whether he will be ad-
mitted to th e I nstitude as a student next year . I presume tl:at it 
is necessary for hil!l to make his plans somewhat definl tely . So I 
8l1l replying by saying that I will recommend to you the t he be admitted 
and I am also sending him a copy or Bulletin number 2 . 

How should we hendle this question of admitting people as 
students? 

Yours sincerely, 

OV/AF 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

TENPORA,R Y O FFICES 

100 E A,ST 4 2ND STREET 

N EW YORI(, N Y 

April 3, 1933. 

Dear Dr. FleDler : 

I waan' t able to draw any clear 1nt'erenc e as 

to Mr . Br1gham's qual 1 ty trom his note on the tr1-

seot10n problem. I could probably tell much better 

by talking with him end should be glad to do so if' he 

will come to see me . 

Yours sincerely , 

O~f~ 
Dr . Abraham Fle Dl er 
Ins. ti tute f or dvanced s tudy 
New York City. 
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pr11 1. 1933 

r.ar Profeasor Ve l en. 

It reaU,. tak a a pr orellllor of th tica 

tc arrange dates . 

I b ve Ter,- foolishly agreed to _ke • speecb 

here. - s thing which I prect10ally never do. but I 

oould not refuse an old friend . - on the evening of 

Tuesda1. April I • 

a. Fle=er an~ I rill ~ to nneeten 

e nea~.y, the 19tb. an~ at ,. until aturd 1 af'ter-

noon or Sund.y IIOrning. e it, yo and I 

can ".a11y "et in • de,. ur int; thb period. If my 

ID8the tica are at fault, Ton't ,.ou 1) l .. ae le~e 

moTt 

ra . i l e1 ri l l come ~own on one of thoBe 

deys in order to look aroun at office 088ibiliti 

Perh 08 she can ~o 

our confabulation. 

t best the flay you en" I bYe 

What ~ do you prefer? 

Always sinceret,-o 

• 

ABR AHAM FL£XNC:R 

P.S. When you bave reached a concludon. please 

tell Eisenhart and .Alexander. 

AF:GS 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Fine Hall 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

A.F. 

0 ... 

v 
i 
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ell 30. 1933 

Dear Professor VebleJI: 

Do yGU think that • Br~ show" in 

his approx1oate t~lsection el'icienca ot mathemBtical 

alIIU ty good tor something much OTe th= problem 

eolvlngT Would it pq him to t17 to see yout 

Protessor Osvald Veblen 
J'iDe Hall . Pr inceton 1Jn1versi tT 
Princeton. t!IfI Jers~ 

AF: ESB 

ABRAHAM FLEXN ER 

( 

, 

\ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Pta/_", 
M RS. FELIX FULO 

Vlce-Pta/"n' 
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

C"airmcm 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

Truuu,u 
IRA A . SCHUR 

Auldanl T retuu~, 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

SecrelD'II 

ESTHER S . BAtLEY 

Aut.lDnt Su~/a1fl 

ABRAHA'" FLEXNER 

Directol 0/ /he lmtUuk 

(FOUNDEO BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND "'RS. FELIX FULD. 11130) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STR EET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

CA8LE ADDRESS , VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute for Advancea study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr . Flexner: 

FRANK It, YDEl...OTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIU S FRIEOENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULO 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALAN SON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SA MUEL O . LE10ESDORF 

HERBERT H . "' ...... SS 

FLORENCE R. SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

LEWIS H. WEED 

llarch 29, 1933. 

I have glanced at the note about Mr. JPrank Brigham. It is an 
approximate trisection of an angle . It is a subject which has been 
much discussed. What he hes looks like an ingenuous device and while 
I have not verified the details, it has all the earmarks of being correct . 
There is , of course, no mathematical inte~est in this sort of thing at 
the prese::tt time so far as I can tell . If belonSl., as classified in 
this journal , under the head of "problem solving". 

Yours sincerely, 

aviAn 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



( ( 

larch 29. 1933 

Dear ProtelSor Veblen: 

'fbaJIlc TO'll for let lJIg e w about Yllur dat .. 1n 

J.pr11 . I shall DO Ul!le JD7 ... 1tIit to Princeton aa llot to contlict 

w1th th • 

.,18s Scheuber has bad. au 1881'11 of Getman Bad tbree 

Teal'S of Mch. J;t ~ be that durinc her elev years of wom- 1n 

thie city ahe ie rustT. but, 1f. after ahe .8.e TOU, TOU approve of 
, 

bel', I .hall lI1l&';elt that ebe polish lip bel' foreign langnagea. 

'i'Il. IllItltute rill 1WloubtecU.y carry tbe entire aalary 

I ot Dr. VaDd _UC8 next year. l)Ut =dar exiltlJlg eond1tiollll let 118 

promiea noth1ng turther to lUlibody untU the ak1 .. are clearer. I 

do not believe you baTe any conception ot the BIIIOunt of 1mea.e1ne .. 

that prenUa 1n thi_ elty_ I do not Imo- to wbat extent 1t 11 reall,. 

justUs, All I can do 18 to plq llate. 

Professor O .... ld 'ebln 
;rift. Hall. Princeton Uninrd t, 
Prlnoeton, !lew Jerefq 
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OFFICE". 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

PlUiftn' 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD. 11130) 

TRUSTE" 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

MRS. FELIX ,.ULD 

Vk&-PfalJcnl 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAMUEL D . I..EIOESDORF 

TrefUUfU 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS, VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELI X FULD 

JOHN R. HARDIN 

LRA A . SCHUR 

A»itlll'nt T "fUUIe' 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

SecrelaT(l 

"'\..ANSON a. HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SA B IN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 
ESTHER S. BAI!..EY 

Auu lonl Staela1Jl 
LEWIS H . WEED 

ABRAHAM FLEXHER 

Di1'tClof a/1M /tulituk 

Dr. Abraham Fl.&xner 
Institute ror Advanced Study 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr. P'l e:xner : 

March 28, 1933. 

I have your two letters of March 27th . Dr. Vanderslice assures 
me that he is n ot married. This in<:piry reminded me of the fact that 
next year he should be carried fully by the Institute . So far as I can 
judge now, $1500 will be a suitable salary . I should expect, ha.ever , 
that in general we should have to pay a larger salary than this for an 
assistant of the Bort that I should like to have . 

I just wanted to be <:pite definite about the status or the $5000 . 
I will go ahead and try to have ready a set of recommendations when the 
time comes without having made any thing that looks like a commitment. 

It sounds as if Miss Schueber would be quite suitable. The only 
qualification 1tlich you did not mention was that with respect to other 
languages than English and with her education I suppose it is likely that 
she could learn French and German if she does not know them already . 

Yours sincerely, 

P . S . Your telegram about the Bulletin No . 2 has just been received 
and Miss Fleming is returning the package according to your request. 

OV/J;g 
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Ol'I'ICIIU'S 

LOU IS BAMBERGER 

PFUidet'lt 
MRS. FELIX FUL.O 

Vke-Ptu(dud 
ALANSON B . HOU GHTON 

ChDlrmcm 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

Trauurcr 
IRA A . SCHUR 

AJ.lult/nt T IUIJurer 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

Sec1f!IlIf11 
EST HER S . BAILEY 

AuiJlan/ Secrc lafll 

ABRAHAM FL.EXNER 

Dilft/or tif 1M Jru li/ule 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ... NO MRS. FELIX FUL..D. '''30) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO ST REET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS , V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

Dr. Abraham F1exner 
Institute for Advanced Study 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. F1exner : 

TIIUSTED 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBEAGER 

L.OUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLONER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL. D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

L.EWIS H . WEED 

March 27, 1933. 

I think I had better let you know about two Slgagements which 
I have next month which will take me away from Princeton . The first 
is to attend the meeting or the American MathElllatical Soc iety in 
Chicago on the 14th and 15th. One of the sessions is to be in 
commemoration of my old teacher, E. H. Moore , and I am to make one of 
the "peecllea. I expect a1,,0 to read a paper on apinors on the reE!J.l1ar 
program. Very likely shall stay a day or two after the meeting 
and make a visi t to my siater in IJ1nneapo1is . At the end of the 
month there are the meetings of the American Philosophical Society 
snd the National Acad~v of Sciences running along from the 21st to 
the 26th . I expect to be in Washington for the Fellowship Board 
meeting on the 23rd. The mathEl!latical members or the Board will 
probably heve a preliminary caucus in Ch1ca on the 15th or there­
abouts . 

ovjAF 

~. 
( 

Yours sincerely , 
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II cb. 7, 193.1 

I :lit tJOU t. eye p eye (I tM. que.t1on of the 

, . 11'11. -Md ere Tery 

oUll fl'Clll t outset thll.t 0 d .t1netlon lbaIll4 e ,,1'fIlI eot. rae.. religion, 

nat10 ity, 6te.. IC ot co e I in thoro point of v181f, 

if II do hot ...... · .. u""' i, go~wg to do it, 

bOl' mach to >ke .. are t , 

civ -1:; tion ./Iuericm ad es. , 'In 1111114, 

th t ot f the ~a ~. I 

can onl1 N¥ tbat I - glad to 'be all eel t t ~u 11. tbat rt13' ind 1. lUI wide 

open aa it polst.bq be, in the iIaya rtOlJ ot t incredible thlngJl bap-

\Penill« in ~ tre do not .. :l.Bh to brand O'lll' elT8I as I18tionaliata ill e:tI:! W03' 

.. hattoBver. 

I lJ&Ye bean t.<UJQJ:1g -n T1!Idale on -tbe tl'lephone. Be 1. &1'1 out 

llbortl;, on a to'lll' .bleb w111 include PrincetDJ4 That .. 111 giTa ;you aDd l.efscbah 

a to t.ut tr1 th h1lII. 

lor the eonven1enoe of the 'l'rcasurer • B l1a, make, re;uls1tlona 

twioe a month. Tnl, ha. enabled to ep 401Ql O1'gII.ll1satian and oTerheaa. '!'ben 

requi.1t:l.OIl3 are made abaat tb" lOth 5th of tha l!IO!ltb, to flbat Princeton trill 
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Profellaor Teblen Karch 2'1 . 1933 2 

recoiTe the ' flra aoe01lllt of be ~~ ab~Q.t A I'll 15. 

quArter. 

re . 1111 baa bean . IIQ 10oldl14 ant 

110 coUld be e 11 UletUl to t e School 01'" tic and to enelf "hen 

the _t~tic1a.wi dId not quire her 

wo 

• trted to t1n4 lUI educated 

had sec tar! 

eYp rie e. 1t t 

le8 

, t" ognlq)l:lCJ:'. 

er ",.. T017 1IU:1&CRltar, la 

of age, 1 ehoUl 

181 wiU sllie 1. 

teell 

l:O!I~1'II) • who In the-

1ch ahe baa 

other 

eaent 1e - .wont. t lrty- :\." 

r eton, t l have the 

your soetat a Ul V8 & re; 117 fir t-rate mrr'!l<1!I to halp 11. or course, 

be1'ol'8 she ~. ~. eu.n r t ftn~'l"tt1In:1t1 to 

Iro act n lnr 110 

5 , 000 hlch 1011 mt;l:,:&lH;ed, 1.llISIlIriIlCh as t ere st1a& of the lIoard 

, 

\ 

\ 

ona t1 11. I haYe ot co .8 no power to :t1tbor iBe 

~ c 1 ent:1ll~. of actiQn 0'" the Dftiml;.: 

I lbo11ld teel v l7 Bnre tba t thera 1IO,11d blJ no 4U'ficul t1'. but th$l'8 il lIo ·1IIUCh 

nanc lit ts.OD that I teel that t.n the ~1" ot 

expendlt=cu I ~ deter to t OB libo know ore &bOllt inTelt.mflnts, income, ~ 

o Hook tbaA I In tbe 1(1 nm - ,,'ic~ I 11 no b & TOr;, 10 1W1 -
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eve1'f\h1Dg "Ul b. I'IU rlgh'. and for the )1'eBllDt ..,e~h1Dg 1. nrely all riGht 

with us. but the one th1ng tbat I do not t 18 tbat 7'O'!l or I or &:ltI anon . 
connected w1 th the Inttitut •• ball erter ban the aUchtelt c c all re .eta 

IIOney. 

with all goocl IIttell. 

Profo r d V "u .. at1 
Fine Hall. Pr1noeto 11. Ullt't'erll V 
Princeton, 11 .. Je _ 

• 

'. 
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LOUIS B ... MBERGER 

PlUlduJl 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vke-PruiJutI 
"'LANSON B. HOUGHTON 

C/tainnon 
S",MUEL D . LE IDESOORF 

Truuure, 
IRA A . SCHUR 

AuuEanl TrelUul'r' 
FR"'NK ... YDELOITE 

Sun tD1fI 

ESTHER S. BAILEY 

Auufanl &cre/DrtI 

... BR ... H ... M FLEXNER 

( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS B ..... BERGER AHO MRS. FELIX FULD. "I!lO) 

TEM POR",RY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

C ... BLE "'DORESS ; VAN STITUTE NEW YORK 

TIIU51'I!U 

FR ... NK ... YDELOTTE 

EDG ... R S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

... LEXIS CARREL 

...BR"'H",M FLEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

JOHN R. H ... RDIN 

... LANSON B. HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHM ... N 

S ... MUEL O. LEID ESDORF 

HERBEFrT H . M ...... SS 

FLORENCE R. S ... B IN 

PERCY S. STR ... US 

LEWIS H . WEED 

Dlt«'or ollM. lrutituk 

Dr. Abraham Flaxner 
Institute for Advanced Study 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr . Flexner : 

March 25 , 1933 . 

I forgot to answer two of your inquiries in my letter yester-
day. 

I think that the paymant to the American Mathematical Society 
should be made at once and should be continued annually . 

The payment for the Annals of Mathematics I think might well 
be made quarterly beginning the first of April . The check should be 
made out to the Treasurer or Princeton University and accompanied by 
a statE!l:lent that it is for the account 0:" the Annals of MathE!l:latics . 

Yours Sincerely, 

(}~/A 
OV/AF 
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O ....... c£lt. 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

P,mtknl 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND WRS. FELIX FULD. 10S0) T"U.Tf:£. 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

MRS. FELIX I"ULO 

Vkz.Prelltknl 
AL"'NSON B. HOUGHTON 

CluJifTfJGn 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

T~IJIU 

100 EAST 42NO ST REET 

N E W YORK. N . Y. 

CAIILE ADDRESS 1 VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. S ... MBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLONER 

JULIUS PRIEDENWA L D 

MRS. FELIX F ULD 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R. SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A .. ilkml T IffUIJte, 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

SectetGIJI 

ESTHER S. BAILEY 

A .. illanl &adGIJ/ 
LEWIS H . WEED 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

Dil'«.lo, 0/ 1M Jrulilu /e 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute f'or Advanced study 
Ne1l York City . 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

March 24 . 1\l33 . 

I think I agree with you completely in your attitude with re­
gard to American versus foreign appointments . The considerations 
which you adduce seem to be decisive. Also I appreciate your desire 
to be cautious in view of the present economic situation . 

I have been expressing interest in Dirac in spite of the vsry 

\ 
small chance that he could be moved bscause fie is a) young, b} ex­
tremely able, and c} interested in questions which are close to those 
being studied by Einstein , von Neumann and myself'. I really th ink 

I that the most 1Ie could hope to do 1Iould be to get him here for a 
'single term once in a 1Ihile . 

I mention Wiener largely because of a desire to be fair. He 
seems to be n01l the most deserving American 1Iho is available and he 
1Iould bring into our group an element 1Ihich 1Ie lack (the sort of 
analysis of 1Ihich Hardy is an exponent) . 

Should 1Ie 1Iai t 1Ii th further junior appointments until the 
additional $5000 has been actually appropriated? I have about come 

Ito the conclusion that Mr. Bleick should be given a $1000 . scholar­
s hip or fello1lship. He 11111 receive the Ph . D. in Chamistry this 
year and 1Iants to continue in mathematical physics. There 1Iould be 
no point in his taking s Ph . D. over again. Therefore, as he looks 
like an able man, I think he would be an appropriate student far the 
Institut e and just about at a good point in his development to make 
use of the opportunities. 

Yours Sincerely , 

O~t!~ 
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~:ll 20, 1933 

D_J' f ... or T.bl 

lI. by t Ito 18lteJ:'Oq I t t.o tbf nlr1ng about 

DOh to you, da eel Jl8.l1'Ch 1'1. I.OIIil eel if '10 would 1l'It. ret it .. 

1l'Ic that I/at all DlLt101l&l1etlC. Of 00 ., I _ DOt, I do DOt e •• 

how we can lott. 11pt ot th. tact tJat, wbat .... er w. do for forel ers, 

.e IIIWIt try to deYelop r1 cW. tun &lid cIT111satio 

and Alexander, for 1n1~ II it DOt 1<I11III lJ1g that we caD elTI two erleans 

Uke you t opportlUllt7 to II t , .. t that 11 .. within )'on? Would WI be 

doiB« as .ell if we had 1nIteed of )'011 t 8q, f or Ella 

on I sbo'Uld lib to de .... eryth1llc b., o.err re lball we 4mw 

the liDe? I do DOt lmo1r. P. I 110 two • OJIS 1IIO'IIld dru 1 In thl __ 

placl, but tldl I l:nolr t t. Ii" Amari 1e to 111 .orth Whil., •• IlIIl8t 1l'I the 

• ot tim. c~i.. ,.,.arabll 1l'I Tol I aDd n11l1 to 

I 
eo 

11 

\ onl:r do thi. if 1n the 

t II'hile, I tb1 •• 1Ihoul.4 10" DO opportunity to suppl IJlt .bat .AlDsrlcana 

cnltve, J'rench CIllture, It laD OI1ltnre, and Ge cn1\url. W. can 

.,lcana and ,lye tbaa ..... l'1 rtunlty. 

tlnae t~rar1l7, .t I pI Oil thl beet 

that other natioM haYI l'Ocblced. 

With all 04 wiShel, 
S1ncar.ly , 

A!RAH-AM FL£XNE~ 
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a&arcm 17, 1933 

near teasor '.bl 

I t 7 for 101U'IJ of tbtl 16th. I thall every bl!lpPI lnd • .,a. to 

br1 tlJ1'ecbats 'f1adale together •• !IOOJ1 BI I gat 111. tou.ch w1 th ",bdale. 

I bave baen g1,,~ :1 goed d oll' thought to our conve tion ot tM 

oth~. al,. M to the devel t ot the t 1ca1 group. It aaca to De 

tbat we JllUSt leave en the .Uon of npanll1 O!l tor the rauonll 1iblch I "e :YOU 

at t t time. '!'hare 1e another CoDSld.raUOI1. bo1r ..... r. ..e _ got to tulf111 two 

tunct one, e'17 - (1) Dable 0111' prof.non to collt1nue their ... aaarch under the 

It teaalble oBsible clrC\lr!lll~es; (2) enable tu. to t 1n & ff1fl 10UJ1g 8:11, 

1IIIltnl7 .Alll8rtcana. 11w. can DOt. 1n othllr words, aD ri contrlbution 

to :sthematics, the eontrlln1t1on 1<'h1cm we can ~ by taldllg care here and there 

of a Ioretg,ier dll be very el1glit. l. ba .... got to do wbat the r"III8lIII did dul'ing 

th. '19th cen ,~11, 

prime IUld es enUal 1'Imctl 

AIIIerleans for 10 

1'1ean nlSe2Ifohaft rMpecta'ble. !bat 1lt Qur 

• Rene. we t look about our 120 JII11110JUI of 

1I'l.~:mor qul tI ~firlltoad wb7 10 bad to :run -fl.7. •• 'both hope 

we .C!Ql 'tflr'¥ .con !!ialm 0 r "18U to Princeton. 

I bope tbat · f sor 3t.uteb111'!1.' JU)t too b:ylng ~4q. 
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arch 17, 1933 2 

lth aU 04 1sbes, 

AlHIAt1AM fLEXNil 

ell 16, 1.933 

1' . 8 . 
S1ftce dictat1 the ahov. I bav. yonra of the 17th r~1ng Dirac. I do 

lICIt teel blclin d to I!IB.ka arq T8 'at t pre ent ~nt. OUr first talIlr 11, 
I 1I'IIl'8. to et the prelent .t tical mJOleua to olk. D1rac i, YOUllg and 
,,111 available almost ~ tint tur • 

Please let e 1>'hea we I ntd 1 to the '-rican t t1 Sooiety, 
lao " en • ,boUl4 IDII1aJ a nt to Princeton Univ nit)' in connection with 

tbe • of themat1CB lUIIl1thsth&r a check: for the Wbole t, lemi mal, 
OF erl antI . A. r. 

rofellor Onald. Veble 
J1fte Ball . Princeton t1n1Ye:rslt:r 
Prino ton, lew .r el'll8)' 
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THE NASSAU CLUB 
PRINCETON . N . ..!. 

( 

/7~ 173) 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



fL ~ "'-~ L ~ ~ p.~- ~Z:: 

j.... ;tl. f--U1' 11 3 /. 

ji-~~~~ 
t LU. tL. -:L.. f:tL.--. ~ ~;t;,~ ~_ 

1>~ ~ /-../%-0 ~- I-#~ 
l.-.v t- l--r-I< ~,L - • /f .;... ? ~ -

f'" 1/ ft, -~ dUe- ~ 

f~-
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l.OUIS B",MBERGER 

PtuiMnt 
MRS. FEl.IX FULD 

Via-PruiJent 
... l. ... NSON B . HOUGHTON 

Choirman 
S ... MUEl. D . l.EIDESDORF 

TlUUllfer 

IR ....... SCHUR 

FR"'NK ... YDEl.OTTE 

Su.,eta", 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

Aubl4nl Secrrlo:l", 

... BR ... H ... M FLEXNEI! 

DI/<rdof of 1M /ru6tuk 

( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED B Y l.OUI S B A MBERGER "''''D MRS. FELIX FULD. !IUD) 

HIUS T EES 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

tOO EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

C ... Bl.E .... DDRESS : V ... NSTITUTE NEW YORK 

Dr. Abraham Plexner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

FRANK AYDEl.OTTE 

EDGAR S. B ... MBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Al.EXIS C",RREL 

ABRAH ... M Fl.EXNER 

JULIUS PRIEDENW .... l.D 

MRS. FELIX FUl.D 

JOHN R . H .... RDIN 

.... LANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHM .... N 

S .... MUEL D . l.EIOESDORF 

HERBERT H . M ....... SS 

Fl.ORENCE R . S .... BIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

LEWIS H . weeo 

March 16, 1933. 

I return herewith your letters from Lillie and Tisdale. 

I have spoken with Professor Robertson about Rashevsky. He 
is, as I am, disposed to agree with what Lillie says except as to 
the matter of "realism". We don't ei ther of us know anything t bat 
Rashevsky has done in reiativity theory or quantum theory which has 
forced itseLf into general attention. Our impression is t ha t his 
contributions remain rather speculative. On the other hand, there 
seems little doubt that he is competent in several directions 
and gifted wi th some originality . 

I think it would be a @Dod idea to have Tisdale make a visit 
to Princeton if he can find time to do it. I should like, if possible, 
to get him into a better rela tionship with Lefschetz. 

I hope that you will soon be in shape 
visit here . The weather is beautiful today. 
my apologies to Mrs. Flexner for rushing off 
evening. 

to make the long deferred 
Also please present 

so unceremoniously las t 

Yours sincerely, 

(9~~ 
~-

ovju 
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arch 14 , 1933 

D Profe or Veble 

Your of the 13th II t h ie taO 1lg.1 t as I gotH 

send a word to y-ou. I bad a n a.t • cif the grl e about t ° s and 

am no t tho roUJ!'lll v covered fro 1 e - tho b~d 11' t r b eing dcmbt1ess an 

r tant facto r in hold .. b The doc or has ab olute1~ put hie f oot 

down on going to Princeton f or a few ~s at the end of thh week, which 

I bad loo::ed f o rd to doing. I ball , hower, come dam and :ve a t alk 

with you o.nd Alexander and look ab ill for officeS just as lOon as the weather 

is p ropitious. 

I .do not believe t bat I 1 1 ooent t s opportunity to t alk 

t h Einltein during his brief v i lt to !Iew Yori;:. In addi tion, a s I wrot 

you y-est ertiav ., I beli a it 1O'IlIId poUcy to make no fllrth !!lOves until the 

. f1Mnc1~1 situation h a ad d soundar t han it now ls • 

Mr . 8<'\IS and President A¥de10tte, 1Iho have the s ite qIle tion in nand , 

have both been active, rut unluek1ly r . BaSS also s been 111 f or t he st 

' two weeks , and i t will b" anot r,., ek or 0 bafore he is able to mov s about 

freely. r . &ass , who is himsel f iDror s ad with the f i blli7 of orne of 

the p r oposed Sites , has , I t hl t he f eeling t hat 11'0 ill in financially 

r a t her t han lose by- wait1ng. 

(II .... t _ . \ 

Alw~ Sincerely, 
A8RAHAM FlEXNH 
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Pr ofeS90r Veblen l!arch 14, 1933 

r.8. 
I enc 0 ing a let ar frOOI Msda1e. 

. . A •• 

P. s . f 2 
for yo r eprint on ProjcktiveRe1atlvit~t6theorie. I shall 

aleep with it tonight. 

Profos or OG1I1'aJ.d blon 
Fine Hol l . Princt'tcn Uw:-ve 
:Princeton, lIIew erno;y 

: SB 

A.i . 

:\.ty 
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a r h 11, 1933 

De ProfesDor eblen, 

! aond1Dt; you. ale. r IV tell I have just bad f rOlll P1'oi'essor 

011 ruld a copy 0_ ~ answer t e et c . Pl eaBe r eturn Professor l ey11s 

letter. 

411'£121 t in cashing our salary check. 

ve bad 0l11'tI ret-~rned to us. so we are both "broke" but 

happy. "e YO redeposited tha;n d hey will e cl l right in !few days . 

You will r~w un ?et ll¥ I was "Uneasy BOnths ago wh I 1'>TOte you 

that I aU. by no 12~ ~ t hat this co try would reoa1n on the gol stanclard. 

Wit 1 the p i te:t:Bo to the cO'ltrary, .,.e are off he gol d IItandard. Luckily 

the Institute II 110 wide a ~ g1n that you need feat absolutel y no fear , but 

I proposo to 11c1t o'U' GJ.:penditures r1 d17 in ot'tler t t thor y never be 

the slig).lt ost d ullt or worry oone~ Oltr l>Uity to ceet our obligat iona . 

Very sincerely ours , 

Prof •• so~ Oswald Voblen 
~lne Hal l , Princeton Unlyers!ty 
Princeton , :rim J ersoy 
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ch 8 . 1933 

1) ~r p r". 9 r Vebl en: 

J. G1V-ht. attMk of the grippe int erier ed with Ill1 repl ;Y'D8 to 

70urs o!' the rd nd cixth. 

The de1~ in send! t he salary chocks was due t o the fact that 

r . Loido:ldori' n tha the oat ter wsa hel d up pending bi8 

r turn. It doe. not ean t,l'at e are f1r.ancially iba l ed. I Ilhall 8ee 

to :1 t:1n ture that the lIoht t .asurer a tends t o catten of t s k:1nd 

i n • Loi desdorf l II absflnce • 

• l3a11e;y will 80e )lis C~ on her noo:t vlait to Princeton wh 

we 11'111 hav to look out f or office quarters for our8elves ne:rl yeer . 

I think you are e:rlr el y OTOUli in t he t t. of the c1entific 

o'llnl.al e. :t teel perfectly sure t hat the lloar d . 111 accept :,o offer, lch 

I 1 brl to t heir a t tention at the forthc ~ mooU .. e hay ready 

had 10 , 000 bookplnt s nade. so t hat t he Journals can b e roperly =rked. 

en I CO!l18 to princeton on the 18 b or 19t I hall talk to you 

on tbe subject of the Cacbrldge appoint ants • 

• Bailey t ells l:I9 t hat in Dcldng our lncOI!le tax r eport you 

hould ut do t he total anount t u dechlctlon of our contribution to;rar ds 

the r til1.n;: al10 ~ ceo When ;you do actuall;y tire, ;your r tirin , 10 ance 
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Professor Veolen 8 , 19;:-3 2 

wl11 be ezeopted o t tiOD ebould the nr ssent. 1a. then be ln ex1st ence. 

Ur r . nailoy figure~ thet yo ve thUll far rece1ved fr the In~U,tute 

lIalaty for f oU!' onths , S tecbor 1 - Dec ber 31 , 193 • 

W1th 011 gpod ~lsheB , 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
it ;!~l . 1\1 · 'let) 11 lllV A~'. t:r 
Pr ine ton, Hew Jorsq 

'. '. 
Very sineer 1 

"MAIMM FLEXNIiR 

,000, 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
O""IC EII5 (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AWO MRS. FELIX FULD, I II!lO) 

T!'IVSTEES 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

PtuiJenf 
TEMPORARY OFFICES 

FRANK A YDEl.OTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ASRAHAM FLEXNER 

.J ULIUS I"R I EOENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

Via-Prai,xnl 
ALA NSON B. HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAM U EL D . LEIOEseORF 

TlUUuter 

100 EAST 4 2ND STREET 

NE W YORK. N . Y. 

CAGLE A DDRESS . V A N STITUTE NEW YORK 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

IRA ... . SCH U R 

FRANK AYD E LOTTE 

~'ds:lrrJ 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . L EIOESOORF 

HERB ERT H . MAASS 

FLOREN CE R . SABI N 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

EST HER S . S A I LEV 

Au""'nl £ado'JI 

ABRAH AM FLEXNER 

DitKlor 0/ tbt. /rulitule 

Dr. Abraham 1I'1exner 
Institute for Advanced Study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. 11'18 xner: 

March 6, 1933. 

I return herewith your c~respondence with Dr. Bender. It eeems to 
me that he does not have enough achievement to justify giving him a grant of 
any kind. His paper seems to me like an outline o~ a program rather than a 
reeult on Which we can base any jud~t as to his competence. I have, how­
ever, to speak as a mathematician and not as a physicist. 

I have not returned his reprint ae I presume it is easier to stick it 
in my collection of such things than in yours. But if you let me know that 
you wi sh it returned, I will forward it at once. 

I have t wo or three sets of back numbers or scientific journals Which 
I should be glad to present to the Inst itute on the fo l lowing terms : They 
should be bound at the expense of the Institute and labeled either with a 
book plate or With an inscription on the binding stating they were property 
of t he Institute and kept for t he present in my orfice in lI'ine Hall available 
for my use and t hat of other members or: t he Institute. I would expect to 
keep up my subscriptions and add t he subsequent vclumes to the set s. 

The following Bcheme has occurred to me as being perhaps a desirable 
one for bringing to the Institute a continuous supply of junior members. 
Several or the colleges i n Cambridge (England) have research fellowships which 
pay their incumbents 300 pounds a year toget her With residence quarters and 
dinners. These anpointMents l ast for someth ing like thr ee years, one of which 
may be spent away trom Cambridge at the will of the incumbent. It appears that 
a grant of approximately $1000 would be enough to enable t he holder of one of 
t hese fellowshi ps to spend a year in t he Institute. I gather from conversa­
tions with two of these men Who are now in the UDited States (one at Princeton 
and t he other at M. I. T. working with Norbert Weiner) that there would be a 
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Dr. Fle:xner 2. 

good deal ot interest in such a plan. Possibly we might use a part ot the 
$5000 which I understand is to be availsble this Spring in this way. 

In making my income tax report, should I put down the nominal amotint 
ot my salary or should I put down the totsl received atter the deduction 
to be paid toward the retiring allowance? 

YOtn"s sincerely, 

O~JlA 

OV/ AF 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY L.OUIS B ....... BERGER AND .... RS. FELIX FUL.D. III:!D) 

LOUIS BA .... BEAGER 

P/Uitlv!, 
MAS. FEI..IX 1"ULD 

Vla-Praltlent 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDOAF 

Truuuler 
IAA A . SCHUR 

A~ulcJn' Tf'lltlDUIIU 

1"RANK AYDELOTTE 

£etriaru 
ESTHER S . B ... II..EY 

Auulant £ada'll 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

Dit«lor 0/ the Jrutilule 

r . braham ::'lexne 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 4 2NO ST REET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS ; VANSTITUfE NEW YORK 

titute for dvanced tu y 
e York City. 

De r . Flexner : 

TIIUSTEES 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BA .... BERGER 

L.OUIS BA .... BERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL. 

ABRAHAM FL.EXNER 

.JULIUS PRIEDENWAL.D 

MRS. FELIX FUL.D 

.JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . L.EHMAN 

SAMUEL. D . LEIDESOORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PEACY S . STAAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

oh 3 , 1 33. 

anc l o e here ith a letter which was forwarded to me by 
omeone in rinceton U 1vers ity and obviously sho ld go to you . I 

al 0 r et rn the statement bout the Soc i e ty of =e110 s . 

st wee I had a visit fro 
get a tenographic posit i on in he 
pre sion . 0 I know two of her 
ab e oi tizens . 

a i Cra 
t itut e . 

brothers as 

who 
he 

hard 

1IOuld like to 
DlBde a good im­
or i g , respec t -

Yo sincerely , 

V AJi' Prine eton , N. :r . 
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Professor Osttald Veblen 
Fine t:: 1 , Pr1oocton niveroity 
Prtllcoton, ew Jersey 

~ I!ear l'rofesoor Vebl cllf 

llarch 3 , 1933 

I sending ;lOu her ith D • V::.ndorol1cc l l! 

cclary check for the nth of Feb~ 1933 nod tt 11cats 

of d 0 1 t sU p fo r Fe ruary salary l ells the 5(. 

contribution to the Teacher s Insurance end Annuity As ooi-

tion of Atlarica. 

Very truly your , 
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February 18, 1933 

near Profeasor Vebl8Dt 

I lID sending you a l etter which I have J'WIt 

bed troo Dr. Tisdale. Alexander and Letloheta will 

allO be 1nterelted in 1t. I lend allo a coP7 ot 

rrw r ep171 al80 a lo~ lotter wh1ch I have Just bad 

Courant, with copy (If ~ 81117. 11th all ood 

Prof. Oewnld Vablon 
ina all 

Prtnceton Unlve~lity 
princeton, 1.J. 
lJhGB - E 

Sincerely yO\1.l'8 , 

II RAHAM FLEXN J! 
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Fobr r Z8, 1933. 

o Pro OS8~r Vo 1 

o ing s ome corro pon~ nee 

with n"or 0 Ch ' e go . ! ~o ot S''''P08{) 

h t i t 18 or en i· or ce o S9n o 

8ug(osti on o our j \l au it. 

i ncerel ' "rs 

r Ore ' 90r Os d Vob n 
FinG 11 
~r ·nc .ton t ni~er"i ty 
rinoeton , .. ~ J .. r a y 

4BRAHAM FlEXNER 
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OFI'ICr:fI. 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Ptaitknl 
MRS. FEI.1X FULD 

Vi«-Pr~/tknl 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Chail'mlln 
SAMUEL D. LEIDESOORF 

IRA A . SCHUR 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDEO BY L.OUIS BAMBERGER AN D MRS. FELI X FU LD, 1830) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITU TE NEW YORK 

'RUSTIEE. 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM I'"L.EXNER 

JULIUS FR'EDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

J O HN R . HARDIN 

ANula,,' T l'etDWf!r 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAM UEL D . LEI DESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

5= .. ", 
ESTHER S . BAILEY 

A .. blan' Sectdaru 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H . WEED 

Dlttt'or 0/ tk. /rutifule 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute tar Advanced Study 
New Yark City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

February 20, 1933. 

I return herewi t h til e letters trom Tisdale and Courant, having 
shown them to Lefschetz and Alexander. With regard to the Courant 
letter and your reply, Lefschetz makes the remark tha t it probably 
will not be long now before the censor will be intertering wi th such 
letters. 

I teel, by th i s time, that I have a pretty clear pictur e ot 
\7eyl 's state of mind with the exception ot the one point which I 
menticned in my last letter to you . 

Yours sincerely, 

OV/ AF 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. I'"EL.IX FU LD, 18S0) 

TAUSTIn:S 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

PtUiJcflt 
TEMPORARY OFFICES 

FRA NK AYDEL OTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

A LEXIS CARREL 

ABRAH AM FLEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

M RS. FELI X FULD 

MRS. FELIX FU L D 

VkJC·Pre,iduat 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Chairmon 
SA M UEL. D . LEIDESDORF 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS: VA N ST IT UTE NEW Y O RK 

.lOHN R . HARDI N 

IRA A . SCHUR 

Aullkutt T ~"~, 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LE1DESOORF 

HERBERT H . M AASS 

FLOREN CE R . SAB IN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

s.c.""" 
ESTHER S . BAILEY 

A4bIDni Secrelafl/ 
LEWIS H . WEED 

ABRAHAM FL.EXNER 

Diredor 0/ 1M lrulituk 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute for Advanced St udy 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

February 17, 1933. 

I think I shal l probably do nothing about Douglas . He seems to 
be getting on a~tiy with his work at his home i n Brooklyn and at pr esent 
I am inclined tb think it is better not to disturb him . I expect to 
see him, however, at a meeting of the Mathematical Society at t he and of 
next week. 

As to Professor Simmons, the main wor k that he is doing here is 
with me . He is of only moderate abi l ity but working in a direction in 

~ which I can help him Y/i thout much trouble to myself. I am not enthsi­
\ astie a t the idea of ha~ng him put down as our first student . I should 

be qui t e sa tisfied if it were your decision that the Institute does not 
open until next October and that such r ecords as we keep will begin then. 
I should add that Simmons has had no previous connection of any sort with 
Pri nceton. 

I have looked over the secretarial applications end t alked over 
the telephone with Mrs. Creasey, who has been Dean West's s ecretary in 
the Graduate School office as long as I cen rememher. She tells me that 
Miss Perry is extreme l y competent in all the ways described in the l etters 
of recommendation. There were, however, difficulties between her and 
other members of the force. 

I am retarning along wi th this material, t he corresponde.nce wi th 
Miss Howarth. It would be a great advantage to have someone with ss good 
an educati on end SCientific background as she possesses. But I suppose 
it is questionable whethar she could handle the stenography work. 
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Dr. Flexner 2. 

The 1'act is that our 190rk can be handled by anyone who is a 
good stenographer and willing to take pains over deta ils. It would 
be a great advantage it she knew some mathermtics and a still greater 

l one if she had a oommand of French and German. I am inclined to think 

\ 
that we will get a more satisfactory result it I leave the choice to 
you and Mrs. Bailey. 

I spent last evening composing an answer to a letter from Wey1. 
He wrote from Berlin wbere,as he said , he was in the hands of a nerve 

I 
specialist. He seems still to be in a state of' mental depression and 

) 

bad health. He feels that he has treated you and everyone else very 
badly and gave me something of an analysis of .. hat has been and is his 
state 01' mind. It agrees qui te well with wba t we heard 1'rom Courant 
and also with a letter which I had a week ago 1'rom Mrs. ey1. I am 
sti l l not clear, however, as to whether he feels that h s f inal cable­
gram was a mistake due to his depression or whether i n acce~ing he 
Was aoting contrary to his deeper nature. I wrote him a reassuring 
letter and told him a good deal about what has been done over the 
personnel question . 

Yours sincer ely, 

ov/u 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STU DY 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 E AST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y . 

February 15, 1933. 

Mrs. Esther Bailey 
Institute for Advanced Study 
New York City. 

Dear Mrs. Biiley: 

~ill you please send a copy of Bulletin 
number 2 to the following address: 

ovju 

Vivian Eberle Spencer 
Webster Han 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Yours sincerely, 
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FebI'\l.'!1.l7 15. 1933 

I hays roun of t hIJ 13th. 1'11, l3aUq will 80nd yoU a 8UPPly 

of the nR lt1n nit i 14 4, 

gnt. 

In r ur enco t ru.0030r S na : i t 8eSll8 to e 11 11 81-

toGGther a queu ti U 0 act. If tually boen C:Oing htl work 

D81Dly with you. tho is 00 \,e$.Il(I)1 w113' h u1101l1d not e clll1d a I~ 

dent in tbe Inct1tuta. On t t.a otbor t • ! should not 11.ko to grant 

h1l request out of lbeer Dl!I1abUity. ould yoU h;1vo t en . or not? 

II be the eort 0 f!enon .. OO '5111 do ua oredit all our f int student' 

Has be doDe molt ot hil work at -1nceton in the Pt"inceton group or 

with you? II oueJ,lt to be YII17 ooref'ul I t hink ae to the read1nesa 

,w1th 11' 10h 11'8 J~d the 

- to be enl'Oll(!d 1 t. 

Prot. Ol\lald Veblen 
F1ne R&ll 
Prin08tou Un1vors1tt 
Princeton, N. J . 
AFt G'l3 

of the InsUtute to p et'90M who rL3V vilh 

,,8 AH-AM fLEXN £R 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY L.OU I S BAMBERGER AND MRS. FEUX FUL.D . '$30) 

T II USTEES 

L.OUIS BAMBERGER 

P,wtknl 
TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

FRANK AYDEL.OTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

1..0UIS BAMBERGER 

AL.EXIS CARREL. 

ABRAHAM FL.EXNER 

JUL.1US FRIED E N W AL.O 

MRS. FEL.IX F UL.D 

MRS. FEL.IX Y ULD 

YI«·Pf~/tk"t 
ALAN SON B . H OUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAMUEL D . LE'OESDORF 

T_utrU 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDR ESS I V ANST ITUTE NEW YORK 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HER BERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

H ERBE RT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R. SABIN 

PERCY S . STRA U S 

IRA A . SCH U R 

A~ulDnl T,raute' 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

.IW<"", 
ESTHER S . BAIL.EY 

Auldant SeadtJIJI 
LEW I S H . WEED 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

Dlteclor 0/ the Insliluk 

\ 

Dr. Abraham Plexner 
Institute tor Advanced study 
New Yark City. 

near Dr. Flexner: 

Pebruary 13, 1933. 

I have the applications for the clerical j ob which you sent me but 
have not had a chance to look at them yet and may not get to them for a 
couple of days. I am not sure that we need a full time person for this 
work. 

Please say to Mrs. Bailey that I have no addresse!! to suggest at 
present for Bulletin No.2 but that it migPt be well to Band me a small 
supply of these Bul letins. It perhaps would be a good idea to enclose 
some of tham in stamped envelopes ready to address an d send out from here 
as occesion arises . 

Yo urs sincerely, 

O~I~ 
P. S. There is a Professor Simmons of Narthwestern University here work­
ing with me this term and he raises the question whether there is not some 
way of having himselt enrolled as a student in the Institute. He would 
like to say that he has been such a stUdent. I think there are likely to 
be a number or such cases and it might be well to think of some procedure. 

OV/AP 
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F bruary 8 , 1933 

dear Professor Vebl~ 

' e shall e vary gl ail to 8 nd Bulle in 

c . 2 to anyboey you TJJ:.!J3 c in thl.o c ount ry or in 

e va Ill.r dy on he 11ngll1et of course 

our 0 s~f and he person, t o wh an a.re mJr1D/; 

gl'3l1t& in aid. 

I t ProfesBorAlezander bas any r esti ons, 

I shall be • '711 1:f you mll l et mo have h also. 

Sincorel y yours, 

SlTH R S. ~ILE 

Professor Oswald Vebl en 
J'1.:le Ibll, Pr'iucuto ity 
I'rinc ton, 11m Janet 
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Febl'\U1.ry 7, 1933 , 

Dear Profe or Vebl 

'!'his i s a line to conflm our conversa-
\ 

tion in r f erence to Pontrjagi n. It i understood 

that Lefschetz will conduct the negotiations l'rith 

him in t he hope of bringing hiI:i t o the Institute next 

year by eans of a ~ t in a i d. 

Sincerely yours, 

Profellsor Oswald Veblen ,',SHAH·AM FL£XNtfl 
Fine Holl , Pnnceton University 
Princeton, new J or ey 

AF: 
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L OU I S BAMBERGER 

PraiJcnl 
III RS. FELIX F"U L D 

( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS . FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTI!:IP;$ 

TEMpORARY OFFI CES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 
Vice . .p,uirimt 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

Choirmtm 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

TIUUU7U 

NEW YO R K. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS: V ANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGA R S. BAMBERGER 

L.OUlS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

J ULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

JOH N R. HARDIN 

IRA A . SCHUR 

AUQlan' T RlUfHU 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

Seclf!lCltSI 

ALANSON 9. HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

H ERBERT H . M"ASS 

FLOREN C E R . SABIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

ESTH ER S. BA ILEY 

Auldlln' Seue /OIJl 
LEW I S H . WEED 

ASRAHAM FLEX NER 

Dil'tdot 0/ tJ. ImJitu /e 

Dr. Abraham Fle:mer 
Institute tor Advanced Study 
Naw York City. 

Dear Dr. Fle:mer: 

Thanks tor torwarding the 
received a letter trom Shapley. 
stenography and typewriting will 

February 6, 1933. 

note a ut Miss Howarth. I have also 
I tear that the requirement tor 

exclude her. 

On Saturday Letschetz was talking with me about Pontr"jagin. He 
is convillCed that 11' we wei t until Tisdale comf!> over, it will be too 
lete to get anything done tor next year. He says that any arrangements 
msde wit h the Russian authorities require a lot ot time and nogotiating. 
I think he is right. Also I think that there is very little chance ot 
Tisdale doing anything because the Pontrjagin cese runs counter to so 
msny ot his general prejudice;. Letschetz end Alexander would like to 
talk with you about the case some time. 

Yours sinc sre~, 

OV/AF 
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Febt'llC17 G, 1933 

Denr Prot" .. or Vel'lenl 

I oncloa1ng e letter l ch I baTC JuSt d1ctated 

to Prote.aor G6de1. 

I eho d not ~ tho oraonol 6Is18tanto to the 

prote8Dors ouc;ht to be 1ncIud9d 1n the 15, 000 t o be ed fo r 

t he gt'u.nte 1n 0.1d. TH1. 1'Iuld ehould be re~rded as grants 

1n aid t o p nons not off1e1elly connoctec1 wit ho Inetl tute 

but roth r 3lI rlllg permnnont conncctionS eleewhere. 

ecutiTe Ooua1ttee a roptlated 1, 500 f or Dr . Torrance . 

Your aaa1etant wUI also be prO'Yldod for in the 8IUm31 budget , 

s woll 61 1nIlt Inl s us1 t= t . 

With 1 gpod wlabes , 

S1ncerely yours, 

Proteasor Oswald V b1en 
Fine Hall , Princeton UniTersity 
Princeton, f1W Jersey 

1 m! 
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OFF1CERIJ 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

P~'iJenl 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vice-P,eaitknt 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

CitDirman 
SAMUEL O. LEIOESDORF 

TlUUu~' 
IRA A. SCHUR 

Aublan' Trrasutet 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

s.a. ... 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

AUid/Ult .5oeaeIQ'lI 

AaRAHAM FLEXNER 

Director 0/ IN. /tu/iluie 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS eA,MBERGER A ND MRS . F ELIX FULD, '8:!10) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS ' VANSTITUTE NEW YORK 

TRUtlTEES 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLONER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS . FELIX FULO 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

ALANSON 8 . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H. LEHM ... N 

SAMUEL D . LE1D£SDORF 

HERBERT H . MA ASS 

FLORENCE R. SABIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 

LEWIS H . WEED 

February 4, 1933. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute tor Advanced Study 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr. Flener: 

I return here wi th the very pleasing letter from Dr. Riddell. 

I tind that those colleagues here who know somet hi ng about the Weyl 
attAir tmmadiately teel very much better about it when they hear that he and 
his tamily were suttering trom the grippe. As a metter of tact, the grippe 
otten seems to have a depressive atter ettect. 

Yesterday I received a letter trom Goedel definitely accepting the 
appointment. So I think it is now in order tor you to write him an official '" 
letter. His appointment was to be for one year at $25000. Also we agreed '" ., ~ .-u 
that $500 wss to be set aside t or his travelling expenses. '--- - '" ' 

This leaves the Wi lder appointment as the only one ot this group which 
has not been detinitely concluded. I wish now to raise the question whether 
the personal assistants to professors are included in the $15,000 which is to 
be used tor these appointments. It so, the fund is practically exhausted when 
we make allowance tor Wilder and the three assistants. 

Yours sincer e lO ~ ~ 
P. S. Godel's address is: josephstaetterstrasse 43, Vien 8, Austria. 

OV/u 

~ " . . 
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February 1, 1933 

Dear Prcfassor Vebient 

tbaDL."II for yo'Ur$ of Janu.::\ry 31. e eb31 l give A1e~er not 

only a period but 11 15 rat e paragt'B n. as you trugg .. t . 

I tll'1 r eturn:!. .. the letter fr= = t, hie i thOl"O 

end a1ao a copy of a let t er which I ac writi . ~ hie t n i om1ng. I 

y Batisfacto!7. 

g1D.d to 

lmow t hat ;rou yoursel;f' have vr1 t teD " yl . Pleaso do C1V' ng 111 1 11'.1!' power 

t o buck h4l up . I heard lallt ni{;ht fr Aydelotte that W8y1 ' o pb¥sician bad 

f orbidden hie caning to !)~thnore. I do not see that al\yone 1s to be blaced. 

Certa1nl:r we put no pressure n eyl to CODe, and hi8 col !mos put no pre ... 

ure upon him to latll¥. The incident b one of thoBe unfortunnto t hings which 

can only b dc:pl,oro . e strl of ovento was be by if y1 h1r..eoif whon be 

wrote you t t ho would like to TOCO 1der ~la docliua.10n of the incston 

offer. All we 0 o now is t o el p IlstOl'e hill raJ.e. 

Tho =es of Tho II alid .., KOO!I>Cl sl:ould. I t hink, b rinted in 

next .,aar' 8 'lrull t1 all per Oll1l VI n as oo.la ted wi th the Ins t1 ute 

durtng the at y r . o inetitutl.on pr nto th " e of too students BXpected 

during tho com1n" y~sr. I s ' d not hinit 1; t t hoy 0 ,. t to be counted as 

muen of the sta!'f lrolt r t her 11 havo as isbd to COl:. t o ~rinceton 

in ordor to work with you and your associates, but t hat 1e little 1'0 tr~ a 
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Prote. or Vobl. l' bruary 1, 1933 

T rbal dist1nctlo~. 

With all good wlshes , 

Sincerely youra , 

AlltAHAM FlEXN ' 
f./ 

P.S. 
You 'Ir1 1 be teres te4 in t e enclosed note r ee hee!. tr he head ot 

the Br itish Divisi on wn. a ints the Commonwealth fello.s in , op . 
~ I ask you to rew.m it' 

Prof essor Oewala Veblen 
Fine HaU , Prinee10n Unber itt 
Prl nceton, 0'11 J ene:;r 

2 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1830) 

TRUSTEES 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

P~;dutt 
TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREl. 

ASRAHAM FLEXNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vioe·P,~rtk" ' 
ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

CnoirTtII:UI 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF" 

CABLE ACDRESS . V ANSTITU TE NEW YORK 

TIUIIU~' JOHN R . HARDIN 

IRA A . SCHUR 

A...ulanl T ncuulU 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

s.c~.." 

ALAN SON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMJl.N 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 
ESTHER S. BAILEY 

A&sul4n1 Seaelo", 

ABRAHA'" FLEXNER 

Ditedor III tire lrutituk 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute ror Advanced Study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

LEWIS H . WEED 

;renuary 31, 1\)33. 

I have reed OYer the copy or Bulletin number 2 and rind nothing to 
criticize except thet on page 3 Alexander and Einstein seemed to bs separated. 
only by a semi-colon. I til ink i t mi~t be better to put them into separate 
paragraphs. 

r
\ I enclose herewith a letter rrom Courant which I think helps a grsat 

deal to explain the Weyl history. 

Last night I met Proressor Dreeden or Swarthmors during tile inter-
mission or the Philadelphia orchestra concert. Dresden told me that they 

1 
had had a cablegram rrom a physician in Berlin saying that Weyl is too ill 
to rill his engagement at Swarthmore. I wrote Weyl a short note to go by 
the Kur9PB this morning but I rear it won't help much. 

To return to Bulletin number 2, I notice that you have made no mention 
or the appoint.eta like those at Thanes end Tan Kampen that haTe been de-

I r1nitely arranged. Does that mean that you do not went to count them as 
members or the starr or the Institute or does it simply mean that you lIOuld 
rathsr wait until a tullsr list or such appointments is available? 

Yours eincerely, 

O~jI~ 
ovju 
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»~ Ptote •• ~ 'Gbl~ 

:I _ 4I!DClott1nc a oopy ot IUl .nrtllllfl~ ooJ"di,a1 lett8\' 

I 
trca Prot ..... OI' 0 e. I teel Tery certain that it .. p1a¥ OlD' 

ca.rct. .ldlN\7, we lball .. tabUll1l11l etf~tl.e e _ratio 

with the trana.J"4 £1'GUP. 

'!balIk 701l 'ro1'11411Ch tor • .aUli'"u • O~T ot 

P:rot .. aol" 1I1*n1e11. lettOl'. ;£ 40 IIOt fed t t at the 

lIIOII:_t thl. ,_ • 11e1;.o which we can .tra,r. thcmcb I thla1t 

we ~, to lQIep 01lr Wl~ 0 ou tor .1:tn1~o apport1m1U ••• 

ttl! a.ll ~o4 nShel, 

P •• 
,U 1'0111' oo_deDQe wOlltt you pl ... e I'8tum tho tetter 

trQrl Deen JU.cbNUoJ)! 0 h'an'y. F. 

Prote .. ot" 0.-14 'eb1 .. 
J'l.- BaU. PI'lDCeton UJlWe "7 
l'!'tneeton. Ntm Jere., 
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O"'IC"IIIS 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

PtaiJenl 

( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
( FOUNDED BY L OUIS BAMBERGER .o.JoIO M RS. FELIX FU L D. 15130) T"U6TEIE& 

TEMPORARY OFF1CES 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vke-P ru/Jef11 
A LA NSON B. HOUGHTON 

Chairmmt 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

100 EAST 42 NO STREET 

N EW YORK. N . y, 

CABLE ADDRESS ' VANSTITUTE N EW YORK 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S . BAMBERGER 

LOU IS BAMBERGER 

A LEX IS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLE XNER 

JULIUS FRIEDENWA L D 

MRS. FELIX FULD 
T mruUlel 

IRA A. SC H UR 

A.uulcull TlrtuU1r1 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 

SulrilJfJI 

JOHN R. HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 
HERBERT H . LEH MAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLOREN CE R . SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

ESTH ER S. BAILEY 

Auulmtt Sutrla lJ/ 

A BRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H . WEED 

Direcio, of 1M Itutitule 

Dr. Abraham Flamer 
Institute tor AdTanced Stu~ 
New York Cit,.. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

1anuary 30, 1933. 

The letter fran Blakeslee ot whiah I am enclosing a copy seems to me 
to bring up an axtrlllJely interesting proposi tion. Conklin tells me that 
Blakeslee's work does much the same tor plants that Morgan's does tor 
animals. He regards Blalleslee as a man ot the tirst rank. 

I haTe answered Blakeslee's letter by allYing that I an sending 
you a copy of his latter which I know that you will treat contldentally 
and that I understand your policy not to go into tields Which require much 
aquipment during the first yeare ot the lusti tute. 

I have neTer heard you say, howeTer, whether your general policy 
in this matter would be modified by opportunities to get man whom you 
re\l.lly want. 

Yours sincerely, 

OV/AF 
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J-., 28. 1933 

I beard taYorab17 tram TaDXBlllptm. who.1I 

gI'IIIlt in &14 1. to begin october 1. 1833. 

I enolo •• copy of the l.tter 1Iilich I _ 

1FI'1 t!.JIg :tni ... 

WUh a11 &Dod "tabes. 

Slncerll17 7OurtI. 

h'ofeallOr Oawald V.bl_ 
fiJIII HaU. PrlDcetOll Ui11'YeniV 
Princeton. lll!lll' J~ 

AFlESB 

I 

A8RAHAM FLEKN EH 

'. 

• 

\ 

\ 
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Dtpar/mt"t ~f 

MATHEMATICS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY ( 

PRINCETON Nl!W JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute tor Advanced study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

.Tanuary 27, 1933. 

I enclose a letter trom Bliss Which has just arrived and would 
euggest that the next mOTe is tor you to write to Bliss stating our 
proposi tion. I understand that propos1tic:n to be that Albert be 
giTen a grant in aid ot $2000 tor our academic year 1933-34. I haTe 
talked Wi th Alsxander and Ton Neumann and thsy both favor the Albert 
appointment. 

Ycnr9 sincerely, 

()~~ 

OV/AF 
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January 27, 1933 

Dear Professor febl~ 

I "",'10 yours of JaJlU41'Y 26. Ther e c ruld be 

no tlore att'11dng eontmst tban i s at llr ded by the! ccmrnm1-

cations from or ae and Dl1Ba. I feel r easonably certain 

tba.t we can educate M ericl'.n uni'terll1ti3a t o c o&pcrnte with 

'08 1t we proceed quietly , UIlostentaUonsly, and of eourge de 

a superior Job. On the other band, i f our prosent pol i cy 

p roTea 1'IlUla, " e shal l baTe to th1nk eea1n. I cannot 

refrain !rOn pointing ou t t bat Orl!lS dooll not app&i1' to baTe 

the al1ghteGt f eel ing of reup nd t l ity f or Currier or f or 

I cathematic.. Your brief note to h1a 111 &dInirable. 

1th all good w1shes , 

Sincerely YO'lll'G, 

M~A\1ANI fL£)<..NtK 

P. S. 
o DIWIt of course all be v ery careM t o say nothing in 

criticism of Harvard or any of tho i natitutions ~ond t hes. 
h i ghly conf idential communications between O\traelTee. 

Profe.aor Oswald feblen 
Fine Hall, Princeton Uni1'eraity 
Princeton, lIn Jenrq 

A. J'. 

\ 
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Dtpart.u,,1 Df 

MATH.BMATICS 

( 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
I nstitute ror Advancs d Study 
Nsw York Cit y . 

Dear Dr. Flexnsr: 

January 26 , 1933. 

Many tbanks ror your letter dBrining the procedure with re­
gard t o j unior appoin tnEnta . I n ow reel that I unders t and clearly 
what can be dane in rurther cases that are likely to ari se and also 
that we are pretty sure to have the right sort of group of younger 
men with us . 

Your letter to Morse se9InS to me en admirable statement of 
policy and I think there is a fair chance that we may be able to 
live up to it . I enclose ber9with a letter from Morse which was 
awai ting me on my return home l ast ni ght and also my reply to it 
Which "was dictated berore I received your letter. 

Another enclosure is e copy or a telegram rrom Bliss wh ich 
was awaiting ne on my arriva l and also my reply to it . I think you 
Will be pl eased to see that your policy is apparently goi ng to work 
out in this case. 

Yrurs sinc erely , 

OV/AF 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



For Dr . Flemer 

opy of a telegram from alise and my reply. 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Princeton University 
Princeton , . :r • 

D· v. 

Our Uni verst ty authori iea would probably g1 ve Albert leave 
for next college year .and pa half salary . ould expec t him to be 
i:1 residence summer quarters nineteen thirty three and f our . is 
salary is four thousand . - Let us know your dec ision as soon as pos s ible . 
Am writin more f ully . 

Prd: essor • A. 3lis8 
University of Chicagp 
Ohicagp, Ill . 

Have no doubt 
ill coomunicate with 

your etter, 

(signed ) G. A. Bliss . 

at Inst itute w111 pay :elbert two thousand dollars . 
lemer and make arran ments as soon as I get 

( siBned) O. Veble!! . 
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January 25, 1933 

Dear Protanor Veblena 

I n org'~£illg tho ebool of t h· !lOS.tics fo r t ne:rt c.:.dm1c 

year you . rot oll801' 1 o on th$ und, can teel t b&t 

I you bave at your disposal 15, 000 to b e w e for grant s 1n Id , fello sh1p , 

assbtante, or 10anB. a. you sa tit . I bull at t:" A; I'll meeU . of the 

{ »oard allk a further app 

f or wbat you oall " nor 

r lat on of 5 , 000 t b lo.oed I't your di pall 

p_ intment ofl . 

I f you nll let r.1 1:now. 1 will inforn t he 
I 

wllt the pe!'Sona dhow tt ees 

are to cade beginniug with t U8l:t. ~e.~lc 00.1'. 

lI'or the present I ;YO tho feel ing t We auld i n t he caee 

of these temporary or abort- tw.nn appoint ent. nv 1d t i t l e eyond those included 

in the actual. r esol ut1ollllof the BOG.1'd • he axperience of t • nl%Xt few years 

. w111 doubtless hel p us in deciding detail e co yet det el'!llined. 

ith all. good wiehe. , 

Profos or Oswald Veblen 
Fine Hall , Princeton University 
Princeton, New ers8y 

AFI "13 

Sincerel y ur . 

ABRAttAM FlEXNFFf 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
OFFICUUi (FOUNDED BY L.OUIS BAMB ERGER AN D MRS. FEL.IX FUL.D. 11130) 

TRUSTEES 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Ptaiduat 
TEMPORARY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42ND STRE ET 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEDENWALO 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

V la-Pruident 
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

Chajr"'t1:n 
S""'UEL D. LEIDESDORF 

TtelDurer 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS: V ANSTIT UTE NEW YORK 

JOHN R . HARDIN 

IRA A. SCHUR 

A"ldanl T uaJurrr 
FRAN K AYDELOTTE 

£c.rrlGru 

AL.ANSON 9 . HOU G HTON 

HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D. L EI DESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLORENCE R . SABIN 

PERCY S . STRAUS 
ESTHER S. BA I LEY 

Auulant Sure/Dill 

ABRAHA'" FLEXNER 

Dilutor of tk lmliluk 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute for Advanced stu~ 
New York Oity. 

Dear Dr . Flexnar : 

LEWIS H . WEED 

Prine eton, • J . 
J anuary 24 , 1933. 

It is easy enough to put Ei nst e in' s statement into English but when 
l u comes to elaborating , I confess that I BIll stuck . He says absolut ely 
noth ing as to whe ther he intends to g ive any lectur es or have anything in 
t he nature of a Seminar. Indeed he merely says tha t he int ends to work 
wi th Mayer in a certa i n f ield. Interestingly enough, this is a subject on 
whi ch I lectured in Princeton a year ago and shall probably be taking up 
again i n my Seminar th i s year and next . My translation of what he s ays 
would be as f ollows . 

"Professor Einstein and Dr . Mayer intend to discuss t he t heor y of 
spinors and the.r a pplication to field t h eory" . 

I can see how unsatisfactory this is fo r yonr purposes but I don ' t 
believe it would be safe to e laborate it f urther until Einstein has said 
something about Viha t he actually is going to do . It is my be lief tha t you 
do not want for your pamphlet what a man intends to do in his own research . 
What you re lly "ant is a sta tement of .nat he will do to make himself a ccess­
ible to students and others . Perhaps Einstein would be willing to give you 
something more sati sfac tory i f you sent him a copy of the manuscri . t for the 
Bullet in as it exists at the present time . 

ago . 
I am sorry but your letter dated the 21st dnly arrived a few minutes 
I wrote yesterday the letter to Morse of which I s ent you a copy . 

With regard to t he men whom we are inviting here f or one year , I 
t hink it is a mi s take to assume that the benefits will accrue only t o them 
and to the universities to which they are attached . We have been doing 
this sort of thing with the research funds in Princeton on a small er scale 
for manr years and have found that it was very stimulati ng to our own work . 
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Dr . ],lexner 2 . 

I think we must learn by experience how much it is necessary t o do in order 
to attract such men . I should, of course , like to mak e the funds reach as 
far as os sible but I don ' t think what has thus far been proposed is extra­
vagan t . If we can establish the principle that t he univer sities who s~nd 

1 
us men for a year are commi ted to take them back at the end of that year, we 
wi ll certa inly be able to handle the junior personnel problem much more cheaply 

"' t han we otherwi se could. 

What you say about t he f onn of government impresses me very strongly . 
, My own position is simply that we shoul d give the people who adminis ter our 

funds f or us as l ittle power as is consistent wi th efficiency . You are 
doubtless a better judge than I of how far it is necessary t o go . 

I 8G convinced that a Congressional i nvestigation 0 Ameri can universi ­
ties would uncover much wor se conditions than any royal commiss~n ever: f ound 
i n the English universities . In f act , I ima One that there ere f ew business 
organizations , if any , which have not needed reorganization from time to time 
during the lest 50 or 100 years . 

On all these questions I feal f airly well at ease now that we have a 
good start}and expect to know mo re abrut them after a couple of years. 

Yours sincerely , 

OV/AF 
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JMat JIItot .. tol' Volll_ 

I IIIClH. & cow 01 tbe l.nn which I baYo ,tall' 

.. tUt_ \"all It.ap-. 

,.,,.,.1' .. tOll' tbe AmerlCi1f1 nemaUe&l lIocloV 8lltirel:r 

to 1011 .. 7WI' ..... 1&tH. 

Z tbUk we .hall baYo to "'U upcIQ TU4ale . Ae
l 

1011 JalIIIr. - will lie U Aisler1ea 1n Apr ll. 

pNftiI UP.1da to aot ., \bat t1.tle. 

]: pe we 

I ...,.. \ba' b&"'~e 1JIg farther Wi1.h on. 1n 

,be _tt. ot ~1" ¥ou fIll1 qkt" l!IU t' t wUl 

40 tOI' bSa wbat l'I'lDaetoa " 40btc t01' '.l'bccu. 

Yet;' l1noerol:r NOun. 

....., ...... 0-.14 Yebls 
ft .. Ball. Pl'IDeetDa ualftl'l1t:r 
Pnuetoa. hw lone, 

AlftAKAM FlEXNE>f! 
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OFFICERS 

L OU I S BAMBERGER 

PruiMn' 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

Vicz.P,aitkn, 
AL"'NSON B. HOUGHTON 

CluJirman 
S ... MUEL D. LEIDESDORF 

Tl'fUIJure, 

IR ....... SCHUR 

A»iaJon' T reORlIU 
FR ... NK ... YDELOTTE 

s.a."". 
ESTHER S. B ... ILEY 

AuiJJort' Seue14rrJ 

"'SR"'H"'''' FL.EXNEft 

( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AMI) MRS. FELIX FUL.D. 1830) 

TEMPOR",RY OFFICES 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

CAeLE ADDRESS , VANSTITUrE NEW YORK 

TII USTEIES 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

L.OUIS BAMBERGER 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRIEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

.JOHN R . H ARDI N 

ALANSON B . HOUGHTON 

HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

FLOREN CE R. S ABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

L.EWIS H . WEED 

Direc.'o, oj 1M Imb"luk 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
100 East 42nd stree t 
New York Ci ty . 

Dear Dr . Flexner : 

Prine eton , N. J . 
J anuary 23 , 1933 . 

I presume tha t the quest! on or nominations ror the American 
Mathematical Society under the Institute's Sustaining Membership 
may as well go over until next year . We can use it to nominate 
younger men who are attached to the Institute ror membership in the 
Society . 

I en cl ose herewith a copy or a letter or acceptance rrom van 
Kampen . May I euggest that it ie now in order to notHy him orri­
c1ally or his appointment? 

I enclose a lso a letter rrom Tisdale which please return ~hen 
you are through with it . I reel that ir he waits until next summer 
that wi ll b e too lata ror next year . I sh ould like very much to 
have Schnirlemenn aM Pontryagin here r or our rirst year . 

I also enclose a copy or a letter that I have written to Morse. 

Yours s i ncerely , 

ov/A1!' 
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Prof eesor Mars~n Mars. 
Barnrd UD1 .... si ty 
Osbridge, lla8sachUNtts. 

Prinoet on, N. J. 
lanuary 23, 1933. 

I haTe tlllked wUh Dr. Flamer abou t Ourrier 81ld tind that 
in order to obtain oon eideration tor him, it Will be neoe88ar,r to 

\
1 hllYe aet1nite _mranoe tbat there will be a plaoe at BarYllrd tor 

him ~ raturn to. 'lb.ts 1s being done in all analogou8 caee8 and 
I there SMCIB ~ be no reason for llI8.k:lng an exoeption of Currier. 

It looke now a8 tlloUf!l;l .., should haye a very flood group ot 
YOlmger men next year. In the cour8e oC the negotiation. that haft 
take plaoe, .., ha .... arrh'ed at much more defln1t e idee. ae to how 
to handle _"era. I hope Yery lllUob that we can establieh good 
working relati ons with IlerYard ee we eeen ~ be doi ng wi til e.,e1')'-
0118 elae. 

Yourll 8incerely, 

OV/AI 
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Jom1il.ry 23, 1933 

Dear Profullor 'ebi_ 

I · :9'$ been g1't'1~ III good deal of tho t to your letter ot Ja:tr0a.r'7 18 

aDI1 to the 10~ con'te1'8&t1ofl wh1Qh we had on the dq foUoring. Let me 18¥ betore 

you \he reaul. te ot t:J:I cotltatlons. 

1. All to th4 f OIlll of goYerment. In Go~ aDd ranea nare 11 A yern-

mental agency and 1Jl 0elBD,}' a curator 11' ch re11eve the fac1\ ty of _ !Im:lense 

amount ot ad!nlnl8trnUYe detall. · In Old'ol'd aDd Cambr1~ eYorythlng 18 . done 117 

the dOni but with the ,.ault that 1n the laat half oent1u7 or .0 three t1mee Royal 

CllI!n1ea1onl baTa lIMn lIppolllte4 wblah have over ~ed t he universities. In ad 1-

tion. Curzon, when he ... Vlcll-ObanCeUor 11\ Old' rd, ftO I) lie aritlc1l:m of 

the universlty BDd in thl la.t . r or 0 n YClun~ COI:tllittee hs.!! besn fOIned . 

a of Oxford men, only a t"" of !IboI!I art! na, for th s, of' 01'1 tici dDg 

and 1I!Ip1'OYiJ!« the coJlduct of the UD!Yero1t:r. It doee IiOt "El to me thel'Gfor 

that elther the conUnental unift"ltl. or tho Ueh un1ftrelU .. can be quote4 

in fayor of an &I'I'IIlIge!!l8nt for throwl everyt inc;' n t I n>~ Glloh. l'oreovvl', 

it I can jul\ge trClll tho ount of 1\'Ork, moetl UIIel.eo., t r-asel over m::! cl .. k . 

I do DDt .. , bow a groUp of .clenU." can ~ a golJ1i an grow1»g i.nstltutlon 

wUhout • .rloue eacr !.f'lce of e1r 11'0~. At thl. • for e;Ea:Dple. in tbe In.tl-

tuta the mIObcrs of the olaf th_tic would not only th1nk1:n of th_tin 
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Profeleor Veblen J8Jl\lAr1l 23, 1933 2 

and aMwer1ng a lot of call and 11'lqu.1r1ee with whleh they really do not Mad to b. 

bothered, bu.t t hey l'IOuld be d1ecuBs1ne what we should do next - elaBa1ce. h18t ol7. . ~ 

economics , 01' 1fbat IXlt. The ecbcmG ilJIder whlch " are pl'ooeadillg a1rfIII to plaOe 

tne pro'fel.oI'l in poe1tiona of di ¢ tf: and re8JOnl1bi1lty, t o g1'fe thm .freedom f ram 

adminlatrattve dutieal an adequat e part in the develoIJllent of t he inatitution wh11. 

a t t he _. tSma utillzlxlg l~en who can render 1cpol"tant tlU~rri.ee , and eooeone whoee 

maln tas 1t 111 to pl an for :fUture deYelop:1enta. r do not know whether th18 w111 

worK out or not , bu.t 1t leana to me tu;verl ol' to t he Ameri can or to the foreign orlli8il1-

zat10ns 80 tar as 

a. I ClIIIIlOt .. tidy myae1f thll.t it is ri t to give the e of e.ssooiat e 

to penol1l! to wllom e oake gre t in a1d, for 1t does IXlt aean to e to b fair . 

They belODg to 0 bel' 1nat1tut:\ons. They ooue to us pr1mnr1l.y as workon. l1 e 

tbe title of .. loclat9$ • 1!!!proVe thalr sl~ tlon at t he end of a year when t hOf 

l eave, I · eNlDOt help aaldng mywelf " .ther that 1 th1ne to which wo o~t t o be 

11' listed 88 "oolTing grant. a party. l'ereons of t h19 k1Dd IIba\1l , I thi ", bo 

It ,,111 thua be underatood that th4f reat of their meanJl are der lved tram 

other 8ourcer; . 

Your lett er: do no state oelse11 w t you bave in mind l' garc11ng 

elther lbort or lor, but t . 0 ot bo l eV t ' j) I could r OO1!tl!end to the :Board 

t bat we ehould IS appropr 13'Ci&n - 11' leh it WLab it 8Il:()unt t o - t o 

:nd t Univ taUy 0 C='::ae;c 1n order to ble t b to sepd ior 

Albert to war' ,,1 

able to give tlJoir mea 

t ~T'l.IlCe~Ou. 'l'I se Ne both r ich lnatt tuUons . thoroughly 

1t1onal oppor;;\IDitiee , of which they th selves w111 reap 

the lleneflt. TIl lnIt1tutiona m1A t Dan lIhould bet ween lIlhsm DllI:o the aacrlf1ce. 

We havo 'UllI:l ::-takon to d 1Ias:!IelIrhat d f:!'orently with v EiIlq>on, "bethel' soundly or 

no t t not ure. 
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Profelsor Veblen J a nua17 23, 193 

I flol Itrongly the importance or the polnt whioh I made as we 

were partlng last weak. namely, that "I mbat prooeed slowly ln order to ~e ... 

clrtain al we coJl tlat Ire let no pl'eoecienta which 1f111 have to lie undone or 

regretted. 

fl ith all gOod wlabel and high regard, 

pro:f'elsor Oswald Veblen 
J'1M Ball 
Prinoeton UniTerslty 

r1nceton. 81r J rs~ 

IE B 

Slncorol l yo re, 

A8RAttAM FLEXN FI! 

3 
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llo= fl'of' 8 1101' cbl~ 

I 8 nd" you a lotto!' l'oIl1 1'1 faSliiol 

lj1Jls t 1 Ul l10h m ad 

9 ~ 191 :bo l 

y I a yoll 0 Co uot 

6 ce to rr1e rr CleT I Y bean 

t mng GV r 11\ binl; that G talked tWoUt 

\\ :tllo othel' . :po i n of view have 00=04 

\ t o t'lEI hlch t 1J8nt to ~t to 11 for OOnsM.8l'Ut1Qn. 

Profeosor swald eblen 
F1ne Rall 
Pr 1.nceton myel' itl' 
nne ten. ne", Jar fIT 

8 AtiAM FLEXN ft 
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OP'FICIIIIS 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 

Pf/Ul tknl 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(,.OUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AI'ID MRS. FELIX FULD. 1830) 

TEMPORARY OFFICES 

TIIIU.T'(1[5 

FRANK AYDEL.OTTE 

EDG"R S. BAM BERGER 

LOUIS BAMBERGER 
MRS. FELIX FULD 

VIa·P,uIJenI 
ALANSON 8. HOUGHTON 

Chairman 
SAMUEL D . LEIDESOORF 

T~Utu 

100 EAST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

CABLE ADORUS I VANSTITU'rE NEW YORK 

ALEXIS CARREL 

ABRAHA'" FLEXNER 

.JULIUS FRlEDENWALD 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

.JOHN R. HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HO UGHTON 

HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

SAMUEL D. LEIDE$DORF 

HERBERT H ... A ... SS 

FLORENCE R. SABIN 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

IRA A . SCHUR 

Alaldon' T'f:fUU1'er 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

5<0<..., 
ESTHER S . SAlLEY 

ANulo"' &c.relD'II LEWIS H. WEED 

ABRAHA'" FLEXNER 

Director of 1M. /nJ/IIuk 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute for Advanced Study 
New York City. 

Dear Dr . Flexner: 

Prine eton, • J . 
Jenuary 18, 1\l33. 

This letter is intended as a sort of memorandum for your use in 
studying the junior personnel problem. 

T.Y.THOMAS 

Associate Protessor T. Y. Thomas has been granted leave ot ab­
sence at half pay ($2250)tor next year by the Princeton Trustees . I 
would suggest that it is now in order to notify him ot his apPOintment 
in the Institute for one year at the same salary. 

GOEDEL 

I have received Goedel's telegram ot acceptance and I am wait ­
~g for a letter before proposing any further action . 

I have beard fran Professor Murnaghan this morning that v-.o Kampen's 
leave of absence has been arranged, but I have not yet heard from "'an 
Kampen himself . 

R . L . WILDER 

I heard a few days ago from Wilder that the Head of hi s Department 
is taking steps to secure leave of absence at half pay f,or him and hopes 
to put it through at an early date. 

A. A. ALBERT 
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Dr . l!'lexner 2. 

I wrote a cautiousl~ worded letter to Bliss to rind out whether 
the~ would give him leave or absence at haH pa~ and 1r so , what the 

\

amount would be . Berore sending the letter, I received the inclosed 
letter rrom Dickson . I than added a paragraph to m~ letter to Bliss 
~a~ing that there was, or course , the danger that Albert would become 

\
better known , end in particular , would become better known to the Princeton 
group but that I thought that this was a rial: we ought alwa~s to take on 
behelr or a ~ounger man . In point or ract, AlbE!.!"t is a prominent ce.wl-i­
liate ror one or the vacancies in Princeton . 

J . L • VANDERSLICE 

I am ver~ well sat1eried with the work that Vanderslice is doing 
ror me and shall want to keep him on at least one ~ear more whether he 
gets his degree this ~ear or not . 

PALEY 

I have heard a great deal about Pale~ rrom Hard~ who regards him ss 
the best man that the~ have had at Cambridge since Littlewood . He has a 
Rockereller Fellowship this ~ear and is collaborating with Norbert Weiner 
on a piece or work which the~ started while Weiner was in Cambridge last 
yeer . I t . ..had not occurred to me that Paley lIOuld want to stay away rrom 
Cambridge more than one ~ear but I received a letter a rew days ago rrom 
Tamerkin (Brown) suggesting him ror the Institute . Ir he wished to come, 
he would certainly be a great addition to our group and lIOuld contribute an 
element in which we are at present weak . 

CURRIER 

I enclose a letter rrom Marse about CUrrfeJ.!·. One or the papers 
which Morse rerers to impresses me as a very good one and I know that Ton 
Neumann reels the same way about it . It seems to me, however, that the 
Harvard people ought to coumi t themselves more strongly on the question or 
taking him back at the and or the year . 

SEIDEL 

Seidel is the man from Harvard who wrote to you directly and sant 
you a copy of one of his papers which you turned over to me . It is out­
side my rield or interest but Von Neumann has undertaken to look it aver . 
The Harvard people regard him and ~JIDIl1ar as about equal and next arter 
Whitney among the ~ounger group . 

NATIONAL RESEARCH FELLOWS 

There are several man who have written or been suggested to me, but 
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Dr. P'lexner 3 . 

in 
who all seem to be/the National Research Fellowship stage. I have 
replied to all these by intimating that thew would do better to apply 
far National Research Fellowships. If there are any good ones among 
these who do not receive National Research Fellowships, I may want to 
bring them to your attention. 

BARDEEN 

Mr. Bardeen is coming to see me and Dean Eisenhart next Monday . 
I judge that he ought to try to get into Princeton as a graduate student . 

BLRICK 

If Mr. Bleick gets his doctor's degree at Johns Hopkins, I am 
now thinking that it might be best to admit him as a student in the 
Institute and perhaps to give him a small fellowship . I should think 
thst Von Neumann's course of lectures would be exactly whet he needs . 
There would be no point in his being a candidate for a degree in Princeton 
if he has already received his Ph . D. from Johns HOpkins. 

H. LEVINSON 

I heard about Levinson several years ago from Bliss and the im­
pression thet remains with me is that he is a man of only moderate ability. 
The book on relativity has never made any impression so far as I know . 
I will, of course, look it over more carefully if you wish when it comes. 
I feel practically sure t hat Levinson is not to be classed with the people 
whom we consider seriously. If he were to be considered in any capacity, 
I should think it would be Einstein who would heve to be consulted . I 
am returning the · letter from Mr . Becker herewith . 

H. E. HOWARTH 

I enclose herewith a letter from a Miss Howarth which strikes 
me as rather interesting . If she is a good enough stenographer and 
would like to take on the secretarial work which will be needed by the 
mathematical group , I think i t might be worth while to try her. 

I hope to see you tomorrow morning and to talk with you about some 
if not all of these cases and also to get soma idea as to the limita­
tions which it is now evident that you will have to set . 
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Dr. Flexner 
( 

I find on reading this aver that I have forgotten to 
mantlon McShane, who is now at Qottingen as an assistant to 
Courant and is highly recommended by eeveral of the analysts . 

Also I have sai d nothing about the five Russians whom 
we spoke about and who are to be c leased wi th Goedel . 

Yours sincerely, 

OV/AF 

4 . 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF M ATHEMATICS 

D U P LIe ATE 

January 1:3, 1955. 

Professor O. Veblen 
The Ins titute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Professor Veblen: 

I was very pleased to have your letter 

of January 7 and to learn that there is an opportunity of my 

obtaining a fellOWShip of $2500 at the Institute for Advanced 

Study-. On talking it over with Professor Murnaghan, I find that 

it is possible for me to obtain leave of absence' from The 

Johns Hopkins University for the academic year 1955 - 1954. 

Accordingly I am very glad to accept this fellowship. 

Yours sincerely, 

E.R.van Kampen. 

vK/U 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



( 

D Profe.sor Veblen. 

I Qnclo!o a co of a l ot er 11 I -~e writ ~= 'gln'" son. 

a esse doe !!Ot sem to mo t o 0 a • ro one 1';'1' an 0 tright 

t 1 aid = to, ~. 500. I t h ink e uld 2.~ t to ... " ether 

I had 

• 

! have ca 1&1 ' ey-l as f H owe I 

lin s t~!.Iil acoept • Pl -~ e !-- 1"4 ~tt et' as 
confident1al until you recoive my lett r written 
~,()d.J.y . r et t "T C 

copy . 

1 corry t ' l I : . ~o Ct!T,) t r.nc t r . ber.bart' 8 

1 I t:!ti on _01' tho ot r :night , bttt ! M V8 rod a v ery h :vy wen - end hat 

G "'ot' clir r , I 

I 1 e eo! .ag yo' o lor 

• 

1ru:arll 11 your • 

PTofee or OGWBld Veblen 
Flue ' • r caton t1 1TCrtli~.: 
Princeton, a J raey 
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D~pa"l",trtJ 0/ 
MATHE.MATICS 

r PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham ~lexner 
100 East 42nd St.eet 
New York City. 

Dsar Dr. Flexner: 

( 

.Tanuary 11, 1933. 

I enclose herewith copies of letters which I have 
~ dictated to Mr. Bardee:i and Dr~e. I should really 

like very much ~have Dr. Ruse cane here because he is 
working in exactly the same field as I am and he has not 
yet had any proper guidance. I thought, however, it might 
qe better to wait before suggesting anything to you until 
other possibi l ities were exhausted. I enclose his letter 
to me Which please return to me when you have read it. 

This mornin g I had a cabal gram of acceptance tram 
. GOdel. This is a comittment ot $2500 for salary and $500 
\ for travelling expenses. as you know. 

The action with regard to the Annals and the Mathe­
matical SOCiety is very satisfactory. It is important to 
notice that it is with the Amlrican Mathematical Society 
that we are deali ng and not with the Mathematical Association. 
The latter is t he n!llle of a quite different organization. The 
proper way to handle this is to write to Dean R. G. D. 
~ichardson, Brown University, ths Secretary ot ths American 
Mathematical Society and Bay that the Institute desires to 
apply for a Sustainin Membership in the Society and under­
takes to pay dues at $200 a year tor five years. 

I shall have to be in Philadelphia moat of Saturday 
for a meet iog ot the Comni ttee on Policy of the Arne rican 
Philosophical Society but I !Ill looking torward to seeing 
you at Eisenharts on Saturday evening. (Tiu a Collllhi ttee has 

, (something to say a bout the dis1)osal or a lilt 11 ion 'or two of 
\dollars Which was lett to the Society by the late Mr. Penrose;:J 

Yours sincerely, 
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Jaunary II, 1933 

Dear Prof ejsor Veblent 

I hay yours of tbe tenth wi th tbe enclosed 

cort'ospondenco witb 1!8., bieb t tUl'lling h erewi tb. 

Of cours , we cannot pos~ibly try to gatber in all the 

good. people, but if you t hink: t hat Albert can get r eleased 

th half pay, I tb e m1ght make b:h:! a grant in a id, 

Y t" letter conta ins 

no mention of hi pt'G3en !inano 

• 

I return her t b yo 1 t or to Tisdale 

at er l etterll. 

W1th a U ad wi heB to you end 

Profe 9Qr 091llild V bl Oll 
Pr !noeton Ullive it)' 
J'1DB nall 
Princeton. elf J eney 

v ry sine Ell y :1'0=, 

• Vebi , 
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Department of 

MATHEMATICS 

PRlNCETON UNIVERSITY ( 

PRINCETON N EW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York Oit y . 

Dear Dr. Flexner : 

January 10, 1933 . 

I enclose herewith an exchange of letters with Bliss . 
I t is only tha part which refers to Albert that I am interest­
ed in showing you at present but I thought it might be well 
for you to see exactly 1ilat I had written to Bliss and what his 
responses are. 

You will recall that Albert is a man who is of interest 
to us from several points of view. I think it would be wise 
to do the same thing with Albert that we are doing with Thomas . 

Please return the letters as soon as possible becsuse 
I have not answered any pert of the letter from Bliss and would 
rather not do so until I hear what you think about the Albert 
mtter. 

Yours siIICerely, 

CJ~~ 
OV/AF 
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J u r:t 10. 1933 

re r Prot.nor V.blcl 

t th. Bo!'r _ .. t1~ ye.tll1'da,. it ... voted 

1) to ccatri ute 00 a ,. .. r tor a peri01 at tin year. to the 
iOlUl th_tloal .. oekticn '::> ~ Cr 

2) to oontribut. . 000 a ,. r tor a period at the yean 
tow.r". the expense conneoted w; th the ')ubl1oation of 
the Annel. ot thematic. und.r the joint editor .hip at the 
Princeton m t t1cal taoult)' nd the Sohool or t1> t­
ic. or the lnatitute. 

Both a'" roprbt11l11. were _d. tor a f'iT .. year .,.riod .t lIlY .ug-

, •• tion. 11' thinS. So w.U. ot oour •• they will be oontinued 

lnd.tini tel,.. 

h8T8 the. run out t 11 0 h n to tel'lll1nat. 10 • 

ill yO!) 1 ••• let ",. lmOlJ to whee I .h'!.ll •• Dd to 1 

notio. of' the.. two Rctione' 

Prot ••• or O ... ld Veblen 
?rinc.ton UutTer.ity 
Princeton. ".J. 
r,G!! 

Alay •• incer el y. 

ABRAHAM Fl EXNER 
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Dear Profn!lor Vebl 

I ~vo boon ely _ 

which 11'0 dioCWlIJ on :rr1d~. n 

with 1'liaBllbart. A 6 r e 'Illt , I 

let t er s ~ch I eUOloGo. I hOp · th t 0 

look a t tho ntir Bitt tiol like at t ~ 

( 

J nJIt1aJ"J 9. 1933 

owbt to the roblllCl8 

tol ephone conver sation 

i'l'ofos or voill1eurnann the 

, d I bellove t hat in eo doing 

we shOilld ace 11011 the u.tmost f or t ho 00.' e of t b tics. iIIonhllrt 

ball been vory bl'\) ond eonllld I IlD am:ious not to be leis so. 

:t fin(1 on my dealt tl' i s mill{; ' urs of he 7th "th enol oaurea 

of lett l'I' t o 11d r On r e ectton I bOl leve it wo'llld be 

bett r for u.s t o call such gr to &s t s !n a1d" so as to dia-

t 1ugu.1al1 t hem frOf'l tho .0 ketelld' or other fellowship" Thill s , howeVer , 

a verbal rot ter Ihicb neod :iv you Jl ncoI'!), 1n 80 f l' dl your t wo lett ers 

go. phra. e , "grantl in 1d". really d - crib th ntat\1.S of' the two Den 

et ter, inco in both ca!J68 0 ~ d1 .,. t:ttl and t ir reopootlYe universities. 

11th 1 ~ od risMa, 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Princeton Univer ity 
Fine Hall 
Princeton, lIlY Jer s ll\1 

Sine r 1y lTOU1'O , 

A RAI1AM f l EY-NER 
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Depa,./ffUllt 0/ 
MATHEMATICS 

• 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY ( 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
100 East 42nd Street 
New Yark City. 

Dear Dr . Fle XIler: 

January 7, 1933. 

I have just dictated the two letters of which I en­
close Copies in accordance with my unierstanding of our con­
versation yesterday. I have also talked with Professor T. 
Y. Thomas of Princeton, who is having sabbatical leave during 
the next acadmnic year and told him that the Institute will 
take on the other half of his salary, namely, $2250. Besides 
this I sent a cabelgram with paid reply to Manger last night 
about the Offer to GOde!. This is a comittment of $2500 plus 
$500 for travalling expenses. 

The telephone charges showing on my bill far November 
and DecEllllber which are charge6bleto the Instituts amount to 
$3.60. 

I am tealing qui te content today wi th the idea that a 
stable mathamatical nucleus in the new Institute is assured. 
I intend (eleven o'clock) to send ott the cable to Weyl in a 
tew minutes. I have waited until now on the oft chance that 
I might hear something to the contrary trom you • 

Please give our best wishes for a pleasant vacation 
to Mrs. Flexner. 

OV/AF 
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Prot •• aor R. L. Wilder 
1lI08 011 n a .... lI1ue 
Ann Arbor, 1I10blgm. 

1"mU&r,y 7. 1\1:33. 

I bad a talk w1lb Dr. l'lexner yesterday IIIld ae a re-
suU 1 .. authorbea to make ,.ou the tollowing arter. In 
oa .. the Unl.eraity at Ulchlgan granta you aa~o.l lea.e 
at halt pay, the Inatitute tor Ad.anoed Stlldy wUl gI..a yon 

I 
a poaitlCD tor .e acad_ie :rear l\l~ at a salary auffioient 
to pronda the otber bal.t. Thua you will lie able to spend a 
1eaJ' lD _. Inatl tilt. at the NIIIe aalary aa you would ba.e bad 
In \he unl.er.lty. 

'!he pr1mar;y purpoae at mall an appotntment 1I0111d De, 
ot cour •• , to ei.e you an opportUll1 ty to get on with y<»r 
!IOi8lltitlo mrk. You would, hOlre.er, ba llkely to be oalled 
on to belp -'tlra at tile 1118tltuh in their work. For aXllllpla, 
th.re ay be.OIII8 work to do ln oonneotion w1th lbe Annale ot 
)lath_Uo •• 

1 hope thla w111 artoN a eoluttCD ot ),Ollr problem. 

Your s .1110 erel), , 

OV/JJ 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Prot ...... K. R. nn ~II 
Th. 10hll. Hopk1ll. UIl1 .... 1. 
Bel. t 1mo 1'8. Mary land. 

Dear YII.II Itampen I 

lanuery 7. 1933. 

I bed 8 ohmoe to talk With Dr. :rlune r yeeterday and 
as a ra.ul t I .. IlUthorl .. d to otter YOIl a tellowahlp 111 the 
Inetltut. tor AdTaDO.d S~~ at a aalarr 01' t &DOD tor th. 
aoad.-1o Tear 1933-34. Tb1. 1. 011 001141 tiOIl tbat you 11. 
gl ... en laa.,. 01' ab •• n08 trQIII 10hll. Hollit1Aa UIl1 .... rel\T. The 
J1'laarr PlB'PO •• at luch a tallowlhip ie, or oaur ••• to 11 •• 
. TaJ. a ohano. to pur.lle your 01111 .01mtitl0 worlc. You uoold 
expeot, howrt.r. to coop.rat. 111 the mrk at the InatHut •• 
:ror ~ple. YOll _y b. oalled all tor a oertall1 amount 01' hllp 
bT 1h. Kditor. at the AnIIal. at _th.aUol. 81noa thI In­
.tl tut. la a II.W lih",. 110 rDllt1ll. he. b.en work.d out and .. 
*all hu. to f'illd Ollt 1Ihat our formal dIlU .. are Ity 8 proo ... 
ct experillellt . 

I s .•• lIding 1& ClOpy of' 1;hie lett.r '0 Prot ...... Jfurnaghen 
with wham you will, 01' oour .. , talJc the ''-1" o .... r. 

Tour •• 1IIoel'817. 

Of/a 

• 
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