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THL .NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCEL TUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 18, 1933

Dear Mrs. Bailey:

I have heard from Professor Zariski that he is to re=-
ceive a leave of absence from Johns Hopgins.University at
haelf pay. This makes a commitment of $2,000, subject of
course to the sction of our Trustees.

Yours sincerely,

Ot Vil

Oswald Veblen

¥rs. Esther S. Bailey
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, W.J.

OV:GB



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

THE _STITUTE FOR ADVANCED /UDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 13, 1933

Dear Mrs. Bailey:

I have written to Professors Morgan Ward of the California
Institute of Techmnology, J. L. Walsh of Harvard, and O. Zariski of
Johns Hopkins, telling them of the action of the professors in recom=-
mending "grants-in-aid". In each case I have made it clear that this
is subject to the proviso that the money be actually appropriated by
the Trustees.

The commitments amount to $1500 for Ward, snd either $3000
or $3500 for Walsh. In the case of Zariski the smount is as yet un-
determined = it will be somewhere between the other two amounts.

Yours sincerely,

Qs f Vil

Oswald Veblen

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey, Assistant Seoretary
Institute for Advanced Study

20 NHassau Street, Princeton, N.J.

OvV:GB
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THL .NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCEL TUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
November 17, 1933
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I spoke with Dr. Lowan snd he understands that the Institute
has no fellows. He also now understands thet we do not care for pub-
licity.

What really happened is the following. The Institute of
Physias lets the newspapers have advance copies of articles which are
appearing in the Physical Review. By this means the science editor of
the Herald-Tribune zot hold of a copy of Lowan's thesis, which is being
published in the Physical Review. From Columbia University that news-
papermen got Lowan's address and came to see him, saying that he wanted
e little additional information sbout the age of the earth, or words to
that effect. Lowan did not expect that he would be connected with the
Institute in any way, because this work wes done entirely at Columbia.
Vihen the article came out he thought it would be desirable for you to
know ebout it, snd he had an interest in finding out how you looked on
such questions. I explained to him what your point of view was.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexmer “51‘-

20 Nassau Street Oswald Veblen
Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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November 1€, 1933
Dear Professor Veblenms
Dr. Lowan left the enclosed with
Mre. Balley today., Would it be a good idea for
you to tell him that in the first place he is not
a fellow of the Institute and in the second place that,
Af he tock any part in procuring this publicity, he
has injured hinself?
Singerely yours,
Professor Oswald Veblen ABRAH2M FLEXNER
210 Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey
AT BSB
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November 1, 1833

Dear Professor Veblem:
lire liauheimer has been pestering me
for an appointment with Professor Einstein,
which I have declined to meke, Could you look
at the enclosed and tell me whether I am doing
any violence to science in keeping them apart?
A brief reply to me will suffice.

Singerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall

Princeton, l.d.

LF3CGB
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a1 (e makss:c vi0otober R0, 'I93: i nldccd
Dear Vebleni s Livts el emseY

Hany thanks for your letter of October 19'h. There is
nothing conditional about our car. 1 -haye told Dresden defimn-

.

itely that I will be glad to send itnower'to meet g%,u Ala
- i |
whenever it arrives. WL ¥ rniedsn: 19

; I think you are entirely rignt that tie most convenient
thing would be for you and Dr. Dresden to drive down to Prineeton
with the weyls, stop over long enough for weyl to see pcople
and make any tentative arrangesents needed, and them bring them
on to Swarthmore. 1t would undoubtedly facilitate matters 1f
yvou and Dr, Dresden were both with them, but if you are held
in Princeton by your seminar, Dr. Dresden is prepared to meet
them at the ship and bring them dowm.

I am perfectly delighted that you are coming over for
Weylts first lecture, and I hasten to say that my wife and I
would love to have you and Mrs., Veblen, if she comes with you,
dine with us that evening at 6145. we shall have the weyls,
the Flexners, Mr. Bamberger and Mrs, Fuld.

Can you stay for tne night? If so, I shall be glad to
make arrangements for vou to stop with one of the members of
our faculty. Uur own guest rooms will be full, but a family
Just across the street will be delighted to have you. ‘the

lecture 1s on Priday evening, Oct:ber E£7th.
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Looking forward witli pleasure to sceing you, I zm

Yours sime erely, :
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October 20, 1878.

Dear Dr., Flexzner:

I have fixed up +ith Dresde.n snd Veblem 2m srrangzement
by which Dresden is ©o meet the Weyls in New York, =ith the
understanding that Veblen will be there aiso unless their ar-
rival conflicts with his seminar on Tuesda; afternoon. 1 sm
sending our car over to bring the rhole party to Swarthmore
via Princeton. This will mace it easy for the veyls to stop
in Princeton lon; enmnush 10 spezk to 7o>u snd to make any tenta-
tive arrangements which they wish. 7Tiey com then come on to
Swarthmore in the car without =amy trouble about looking up
traims. I do mot know winat they imtend to do with their boys,
whetner they will leave theum in Princeton or bring them on to
Swartimore, but we can easily make arrangeremnts or them either
way ,

we are zall of us lookins Torward with keen pleasure to
naving you here Tor Weyl's first lecture.

wit: kindest regards, I am

Yours singerel:,

i Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
stitute for Advonced Study
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N, J.

i~ A

\
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October 2, 1933

Dear Professor Veblemy

Hext Monday (October 9) ie the date
of our Board meeting in NWew York, and, ae Mrs, Beiley
is Secretary to the Bosrd, she will have to be away
from Princeton that day, I thonld 1ike very mmch for
you to arvange to let Vies Blake to be here the entire
day rvather then a perfect strangoer, as Nise Blake is
already fadilisy with the routine of the offlce, can
enawer the telephone, attend to telegrams, If any, efe,

Always eincerely,

Professor Oewald Veblen ARRAHAM FLEXMNER
Institute for Advanced Stwdy
Scheol of Nathematics
Fine Hall, Princeton, W.J.

AFTSD
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Septemder 27, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens

I inguived of Simon as to the procedure which the
Institute had worked out im respect to veprints, Thoush the matter
is a very simple one at the moment, it may, as we expand, Decome an
itam of considersble lmportance. He writes as follows

#About vreurints, As ench division
has a budget for supplies and expenses, the head of
the division can, if he desires, use part of it
(useally & ssall part only) for the purchase of ree
prints. The divielons act very differently, ac~
cording to the tempersment and notions of thore in
charge, Tach division sends out its own, to its om
selected group of institutions or mem.”

Very eingerely yours,

ABRA AT TUTMER

Professor Oswald Veblem
Flone Hall
Princeton, New Jer:ay

AT RSB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY i
SERICENS (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) ERUSIEER

LOUIS BAMBERGER FRANK AYDELOTTE

President it kg s EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD 100~EAST Z2NG STREET G777 LOUIS BAMBERGER

Vice-President NEW-YORK—N—T= ALEXIS CARREL
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON N ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF MRS, FELIX FULD
Treasurer ~ JOHN R. HARDIN

IRA A. SCHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Assistant Treasurer / HERBERT H. LEHMAN

FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

Sacteteny - : HERBERT H. MAASS
ESTHER S. BAILEY / 7 )) FLORENCE R. SABIN
Assistant Secrelary v PERCY S. STRAUS
i vor e LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Insiilute

DieDa. Fheponen -
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150 Bast 72nd Street
New York City
September 14, 1933
Dear Professor Veblem:
g I asked Weaver to cable Paris for the purpose of
finding out whether Courant had definitely accepted the Cambridge offer,
Veyl's statemont to me was not absolute,
I think you are correct in saying that the Institute

cannot take over the Zentralblattj if that should be involved in offering

the year's engarement to Neugebauer, Cofenhagencwould be far better for hims

Until we hear definitely about Courant and Neugebauer, we shall have to

waite ‘
/\ I shall follow your suggestion and limit the conference

on October 2 to you and your immediate associatess This will be the
'\__on'ly moeting we shall have for our opening « or closing - ceremonies,

With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,

M FLEXNER
Professor Osvald Veblen ARRAHA

Brooklin
lancock County
Maine

AF1ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

OFFICERS (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

LOUIS BAMBERGER TEMPORARY OFFICES

President
MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42nND STREET
Vieo-Eyesident NEW YORK. N. Y.
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer ,
IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer /
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHER S. BAILEY ¢
Assistant Secretary ‘( > lﬂi I? })
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Direclor of the Institule

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MRS. FELIX FULD

JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
HERBERT H. LEHMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED
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150 East 72nd Strcet
liew York City

Soptember '', 193
Dear Profescor Voblens
In reply to my eable to eyl I have this morning received from
him the following cablos

"larmest thanks for your confidence
liope for long an’ heppy collchoration”

I lave edded to my letter, ~hich wme to be mailed this morning
to ecatecl: the Luropa, tho following posiceripts

"8 ‘nece dictuting the above, I have reeeived
your cable, and I em happy to express my own gratifiocation
end to fool that you and vour fanily arc relieved of all
future anxietye

I shall let Veblen alono kmow that I hawve
heard from you = no one else, until you ask me to make an
ermouncement, "

I also reccived in the morning rei) your letter v perding ‘iss
Stafford.
TREFE, 1 concur in the remission of tuition fee, Iloes she understend that
ifrinceton Univepsity does not edmit women students end that she is our only woman
student] I apree with you that it would be a mistalze to mele a grant-in-aid to a

earn

part-time studont, who is/her living othervise,.

Is there any way of finding out positively whother Courant hes aec-
coepted tho Cambridgo post?

With all pood wishes to you and your wife,

Very sincercly yours,

Professor Ostald Veblen FLEXNER
Brooklin 'Y i AHAM
Hancock County
laine

ArsESB
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150 East 72nd Streot
New York City

September 8, 1952

Dear Professor Veblen:

I have written Lefschetz the enclosed letter,

I meant October 2 for the meetings You can ask anybody you
pleases Do you think it would be well to have Eisenhart and lLefschetz in order
that such arrangements as we make mey not confliet with their schedule, or are you
80 familiar with their schedule that there is no sush dangoer?

T~  Aydelotte telephoned me yesterday that Dresden had had a letter
from Yeyl from the Italian Tyrol, lie says that it is as good as settled that
Courant will go to Cambridge, which is a little less certain than your telegram,
which arrived shortly after, If this is correct, my disposition would be to
invite Neugebauer, because he would bring to thie country something absolutely
new, namely, the historical and manistic side of mathematicse The success of

Lthe Institute of the History of Medieine at the Johns Hopkins with its liberalising '
influence over the foculty as well es the students encourages me to try this novelty,
(hthelntioc ie something more than an affair of today and yesterdaye It is e part
of the cultural history of the races Sarton has been urging me to do this end in
speaking of Heugebauer as compared with himself says that he (Serton) is a mere
In-tou.r compared with Bcugebuu:r;[ Let me kmow what you think of this sugpestions

The weather here 1s o favorable, and I have so many things to do,
though I am doing as little as possible, I do not believe it would pay to go back to
Canada for a short period.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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Septembor 8, 1973

Dear ‘.f"rofessor Veblens
Thank you wvery much for your letters, I em very sorry to

learn that you have sprained your ankle, but you ean be glad that you don't have
to hnvn your tonsils removed in o}der to effect = cures It ics wery difficult
for me to feel eny eympathy for smybody for anything, unless (1) he is the victim
of the Nesis, (2) he has had to have his tonsils oute

1 ' e Bebentive Comitior meb yestt;rday and authorized me to make
Veyl & permanent offa;' aomwhlnt different in form from the preceding offer but, in '
my oplnion, red ly more attractive, I shall write him on thle subject, Ot‘ oauru.
this watter must be .kopt absolutely confidentisal between you and mes I shall mot
ment ion it to amother person execept perhaps Elsenhart, if, in your judgment, that
is desireble, for, if it should leak out in Germany th;t ‘eyl is bringing his wﬂ‘a
end clilldren to this 'oonntry to stay, they might all be held in Gemwﬂ Whether
or not he can remove his houschold goode at all is, I think, questionsble, but

of course he will have t0 manage thise All we can do is t0 keep ebsolutely "mm",
] . 1

. .
end I am sure 1 can rely upon your discretion not to mention it to a single soul!
until Weyl and his femily have reached America, Fiz appointment =t the Institate

will, if he acvents, start January 1, 1954, tims giving him n few weeks to make his
living arrangements in Princetons

; I have o objection o your writing him, Wit 1 should 1ike’ you to
state that I have mentiomed the matter to you in perfect confidence for his sake and

.
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that of his family and that you and I will mention it to no ome until they all
arrive in Ameriecs, ﬁ wish very much also that you add in some way that we will
look upon his acceptance as indicating that he intends to make America his homes
1 hope that, like von Neumann,whom you mey instence, he will become an Americen
citizen, Of course, he will be free in the future to esccept an invitation te go
elsevhere, if he ,eho,oies.- Just as you and the others ean, but as long as he 1u.h
the Institute, he 1s on rigorous full time, that is, he will not acecert mltiple
professorships the way Cinstein has been led to Jo, though of course he enjoys
academic freedom in respect to lectures, papers, elcs I om anxious thalt he ' ‘
should und retend the spirit of the t‘h.ing, the fn.of; that we have made tha‘ salaries
and retiring sllowances high and the wacations long in order that mem may work under
favorable conditions, If a man no;-ifion his 1ong vacation repdarly or otton.- I
think the spirit of the Institute will be oupromiae\a._\ #e ought to do as well as
the R;ohbfeller Institute, which in the course of thirty years has never had & single

r

violation of sp:lrit. You can tell him these things, I think, better "han I. .

I saw Wemr the day batore, and he said thet the Rockefeller Fmtiﬂl
would appropriate §%,000 tomget an appropriation of an equsl smount from the In.tihrl:ﬁ
for Courant, I appreciate thoroughly your point. 3 It ocours to me that This can be
best met by m.tng Courant to come to us for the first half of the yéar and by 4
lending him without expense either to Cambridge or t;.\ Yale. for the second half
ey Bw dose Lhin otvihe yend  X-was $o1d ty Teerer At st the mesent: Presel
end Courant are probably im Turkey, l.dv"!.e!.ng the ’I‘urk}sh Govermment about & new
university, but they will be back in Gittingem by the time a letter .from us reaches |
tha. eaver thought that Yale might wry}&as Courant permanently, though of course
he did mot say so, [e had little hope of lelend Sto,nfo;"d. Can you think of amything
better thanm my sugpestion? I shall nmot write Coirent until I have heard from you,

The waath@r is mild here, s0 thet I shall not return to camp, but I shall

stay here incognito. 1 have commnicsted with nobody cxeept Weaver, though of course »



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
Professor Veblen ( September 8, 1935 / 3
if needed, I am physieally able to do anything that isnecessarys
Mrse Bailey has paild one wvisit to Princeton and is poing agein Saturday,

She will move down about the 16th, and 1 shall follow a week or ten days laters

Give my greetings to your wife,
Almys sincerely,
A@RAHAM FLEXNER
Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin
Hancock County
Haine

AFsESB

Pebe
Weyl and his family oupght to apply for mumbers om the quota which I think is

not filled, They are thus in position to become Ameriesn oitigzens without diffi-
oulty, as Ladenburg has donos You may recall that Ladenburg did not come with the
quota mumber so that, while he was in Prinecton, before he accepted the professor-
ship pormanently, I had to get the American Ambassador whom I Imew to secure a number
for himy Then he took out his first papers and ‘hus ceme under the protection of
the American Govermmemt, Don't you think Vey'! would be wise to do the same} If
80, please explain to him, A+Fe
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Hotel Plaga, New York City
Anpgust 30, 1933

Dear Veblens

I had to come down to New York on bu#iness and brought yvours of the
25th with me, I thoroughly agree with your position about Einstein and Scicnce
Service and have written Mr. Davis the enclosed,

Simon always says that, if an institution does something, the problem
is not to gettpublicity but not to pet excessive publicity, and surely we ought to
keep still until as an institute we have accomplished something.

I do not kmow what irse. Balley can do about getting informetion as
to living quarters. There must be some official in the University who has a
list of evailable places, and lMrse. Bailey will of course do all in her power besides,

I have heard from von Neumann, who is apperently having difficulty about
bringing some of his household poodse I am sending him all sorts of official
certificates, which I think will help him get them released,

There is no occasion for you to hurry back to Prineceton, If you can
run domm a few extra spinors (whatever they are = and that you must explain to me
later), stay in leine and chase "‘em" to their lair,

With warm regards to Mrs, Veblen,

Very &lncor:ly yours,
FeSe |
of tgesﬁeo;;:r:n:; :gahizzf?nomﬁih:ﬁ:ﬁg ABRAHAM FLEXHER
Mathematics October 3 at 10:30 a.ne at Fine
Hell in your rooms 111 you undertake to call the members together} I am afraid
that Einstein and Nayer will not return until a few days later, but that will not
NERNSERL ohall Be ot the Flase $111 Sutardayy sfter Shet S50 Bt P2l Street,
ti11 further notice. Adle

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin, Hencock County, Vaine
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Eagnetawen, vie Burks Falls
Ontario, Canada

August 22, 1983
Dear Professor Veblens

¥Will you pleese take such action as you think
desirsble in reference to the enclosed commnicetion rrutgi;Ping
Che'o?

There will be a meeting of the Fxecutive Committee
ebout the middle of Stpéember to deal with the Weyl and Courant
matterse ould you send me a memorandum which I eould present to
the Committee, expressing your reqsons for wishing a permanent appointe
ment for Weyl end e temporary one for Courant?

1 enoiosa letters recoently received from ¥rse Bohr and
Prof'essor Bohr. Hilbert's letter I sent on to Wilbur in the hope
that it might influence hime When he returns it to me, I will let
you see it, It is really megnificent,

plways sincerely,

AERAHAM FLEX BN

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin

Hencock County

¥aine :

AFyESE
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Fapgnetawmn
August 21, 1933

Dear Frofessor Veblens

I sent you e wire yesterdsy to the effect that I am very hopeful - though
I eount no unhatched chickens - that we shall be sble to arrange a permanent appointment
for Weyl and a yeerts invitetion to Couranty, though I do hope that Courant will be
reinsteted in GBLtingen.

In reference to your other letters I suggest that you write Lowen in regard
to the fulltime poimte While I agree with you that we do not want to establish too
many precedenits, I think there are one or two things that we will heve to insist
upon, snd fuli time during the abbreviated ucademic year is one of them, and that
ought to apply not only to workers but t;: mombers,of the feculty, Of course, I do
not mean that you or Alonﬁdfr or Eingtein should not during the term attend sciemtifio
meetings or ﬁm soientific addresses, but I do mean that the taking on of additional
chairs and profescorships, es Finstein has dope, does not seem to me to harmonize
with the spirit of our underteking. However, this is a matter which I shall teke
up with Finstein in the course of the year, I bteg you not to mention it to anyone,

.I think you ere right that Alexander's essistant should not be included
in the grants-in-eid, but there was no other way of providing his salary for the con!.ng
yeer, You ere guite right in nyh;ug that the assistants must be kept separate from
-the grentees, On the other hemd, I have no intentlion of disturbing the budget, which

the Roerd gdepted lest springe. I think it is necessary for you and your associates
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to nallzeAthat 2 limit has been fixed for grants end that therefore you must pick
end choose with great cares It would make & very bad igpression upon ghe Boerd if I
should go beck to them at th: end of September and ssk for smell appropristions for
this or thete The foreroing does not apply tot%rryl or Courant appropriations, vhich
are major matters, though evem in those ceges 1 feel thet I hgve to justify the recome
mendations which I expect to meke,

¥rse Bellcy has just returned from her vecation end will pay pramptly
the July 12 bill to the Netiomal Acedemy of Sciences.

#ith all good.wiahea to you and your wife,

Ever zincerely,

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brocklin

Hencock County

Baine

AF3ESB
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Megnetawen

via Burks Falls

Omtario, Cenada

august 2, 1922 (433
Dear Profeagor_ Veblens .

I have todny your two notes of July 25, Meenwhile, as a result
of Aydelotte's visit, I have nsked him to see Mr. Bemberger end Krse Fuld and talk
over = numbher of matters and incidentally the "oyl matter, I alco explained the
matter to Vr, lUasss,and T =m snclosing the lpttsr which shows his reactions Please
return 1te I hope and believe thet the thing cr.n. be ironed out so that .eyl cam
bring his wife and children with !d;n. If lire Eambarger and lrse Fuld were ~‘r‘m::;g',
the incident would give me eoncernm. As it 1s, I do not feel thet thire is nnyth.'hg
for us to worry nbout, 80 fhl‘ as the future of the Institute is oomermd. With
a bosrd eonstituted as ours 1=, the acadomioc point of view will prevail in
academic mt*ers‘.
In respect to the grents in eid, etce, I find on disoussing the

uwestion with Mrs. Bslley that my enswer to your ingquiry was not correct, ad I did
not. melke myself elear to here, Then Nrs, Bailey sald that the eppropriation had
been exceeded, she was reforring to the 315,000 appropriation, Including the
45,000, you will see thet vith the grants to Feterson, Lowen, and Zi:pin we have
now allotted $18,500, leaving smmegin of 71,500, which I think we should keep for
several reasons: (1) it is not ‘.lmbaaible thet some of the men mev find the sllowance
mede to them 1mdequate; in which event we should heve to supplement it during the

yeary (?) some ouite unexpected emergency mey turn upe is a metter of gemeral
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policy, I think it sound .not to expend in advance aver_v.dol lar epproyristed, for
no one een fore.aoq, especially at the outstsrt,hov things will work oute I am
inelined tﬁlﬂi‘oro;.to go no further in this direction until we see whether our
orlculations are corrects I have been very punctilious in meking the budget not
deliberantely to sllow myself eny privilege a? nll when it comes to the spending of
money., That seems to me to ba sound adminiatration,fur it vdll keep me and the
Institute out of financial trouble. It was the poliey invariably pursued at the
Genersl Education Boerd and looking over a period of twemty years' experience I am
sure it was r!ght._ :

Now as to Zippin, Al?mnder sald inthe first plece that he did not
wish en essistant, In Junc,that is, after tho budget had been passed, he told me
that he had found 2 men, "’ippiﬁ. whom he desired to have &s an essistante. ' The unlj'
money on which T could lay hends wes ineluded 1n tha $5,000, as I reeolleotea it, llli
I therefor‘ euthorized him to proceeds I shouln have notified ywou at the time, b‘f
the tmﬂr episode interrened.and I feiled to do soe

As to the detes of payment to persons om permenent uppointme-nt'.no
chenge is necessarv, sinee with the exceptiomof /lexandor nmd Einstein the salaries

are already in operation end will be paid just 'bef.cre the end of w<ry monthe As f
the vounger man, we can perfectly well make the first paymeat on Sep.tanber g0, as you
sugpests As a matter of fect, I had mlreedy mentioned to Mrs, Balley the desirabil
of doing precisely what yo sugpeste o

1 em very happy that you find the time schedule fevorable. That is a
point which has long seemed to me & distinet desidn-_;gtm in our scheme of higher edus
cetions

I have written Einste’n end shall in due time write all the others 3
that we shall have the initis]l meeting of the Mombers of the School of HMathema'iocs
in an informel wey in Fime Hall at 10330 omthe morning of onday,October 2 I
1ike them each to stete the way in which he would like to earry on his asctivities
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Professor Veblen August 2, 1927

the way in which we should deel with the workers, who will also be in Princeton
et that time, |

I enclose a letter which I hawe hed from Wilbures Perheps you ean
see some wey of send ‘ng this message onteo Courent,

lirse Bedlev 18 p-ing on her vacetion Fridey, so that 1 will be a
protty rotten corresp-ndent until she comes backs #hat with the Lindbergh enters
prise, the Institute, snd orenks whom I like to trest gontly,Vrs. Bailav has had a
pretty full day ever sinece we came here, '

lrse Floxmer joins me in warmest preetings to vou and vour wifes

Sineerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXMER

Fele The figsuree are as fcllows:

Grants In “id 1933-1634

As Ae AIDOTE sscvevecscscceens § 2,000

7-. A.:. Bleiok LA R R R R R R RS R NN 750
Ko GBdel secssesccosssscscocces 2.5&
» Tl'ml SBSesssssresasenas 500

Ae Ve LOWEN ssesncevsssnnansss 750
Le 8s T‘f‘)ntrja{'in emeceesnssnn 1.800

" Travel seacscoccesne l,mo
Ts Yo THOMRS sesensssscssesin 2.250
Fe Re Van XouDON esecsscescsse 2,500
R‘ LQ W’-lder LA AR LA R R ERE LR NN 2.000
nr. Zi‘pin L R I 1.500'

Te Sa Peterson essvwsnnsnns 760

1

¥ Assistont to Professor Alexander

AFe

Prof'essor Oswald Veblen
RBrooklin, Wencock County, Vaine

AFESB
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Megnetawan, via Burks Falls

Ontario, Cenada

July 81, 19338

Dear Professor Veblens

In @éing over the list of workers admitted for
next year 1 notice thet Dr. Lowan miékes no stetement te show whether
or not he hes setually received hls rh.D. degree. In oese he has
not received it, I vwonder if he could work both under our gronp and
the Princeton group (receiving of course the grant which we have
avarded him) end get his degree from Princston,. fl don't weant to
begin piving PheDe degrees, for I don't want to imvolve the staff
in theses, examinatioms, end all the other paraphernnlia, There
are plenty of pleces now in which mon can get a PheD. degrees Our
work ought to be bevond that sta_r-eg

ith ell good wishes,

Sincerely vours,
ARRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin _
Hencock County
Vaine

AFIESE
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Magnetawmn
via Burks Fells
Cntario, Canada

July 27, 1953

Dear Professor Veblen:
Thenk you for sending me Weyl's letter, which I return herewith,
It eame fortuna'ely at a moment when Presidemt Aydelotte, who is C?agimn of the
Executive Committee of the Institute, is visiting us for a few dayse I have showed
him the entire recent correspondemce regerding Weyl end asked him for his independent
opin'ion. He was rather emused by the attitude which Mr, Bamberger and lrse Fuld had
taken but thought thet I was wise mot to push tham, He proposes, however, incsmuch
as he is poing t‘r_im here to Swvarthmore om Aupust l,to see them himself end suggests
that he esll & meeting of the Executive Committee which could set on the matter
*nd thus relieve Weyl's mind at the earliest rossible moment, .
Thie morning I received from ladenburg a telegram from Londom,
which rondsg

"Very urgent offieial invitetion te German professors be expedited
a8 they mey not be sllowed to leeve."

1 »m vondering just how the metter of Courant could be arrangeds
I believe the Rookefeller Foundation would give us half of a 16,000 for a yeer if
we provided the oth-r helf in the event that the Stenford possibility does not
metures I em writing Mesom by this meil and asking hime This matter also could
be brought before the Executive Committee. T need not tell you how deeply 1 sympa=
thize with sll these people,end in fact I om doing everything I can, situested as I
sm here, to coBperate with Duggen, but the tregody is 1ike an earthquake or & flood =
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Professor Veblen July 27, 1938 2

beyond human menepement,

I continwe to improve and em ggmréddmlly resuning my ususl routine,
Vy weight is practiocnlly up to normel, and I em taking as long welks as 1 have ever
been in the habit of teking. Thenext few daye T shull gradually resume the crosse
cut saw, «hich will be & sort of DeRlaration of Independences, We have been very
much favordd by the weather, which has been perfectly lovely.

#ith all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Profesczor Oswald Veblen

Procklin

Hancock County -
U=ine

AT1ESR

PeSe | > -
Duggen has sent me a confidential memorandum, deated July 24, showing

the arrangements which have been made thus far in this country and ingland for
German professors. APy

I
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Meagnetawsn \

via Burks Fall
Ontariec, Canada .

July 25, 1933

Dear Professor Veblen:
President Aydelotte has just come to pay us &

brief visit, end he and I have talked over the Weyl mntier. ‘ Eﬁaa
is Cheirmen of the Executive Committee emd thinke thet I did right
in not pressing the matter of Professor Weyl by mail on Mr. Bamberger
and ¥rse Fulde He is also strongly in favor of our inviting\himAto
doin the group. FHe will c=ll a meeting of the Executive Committee
just as soon as I é; back te Wew Yorke I em cabling Weyl as
followss

"Haveconferred with Avdelotte who as Chairman of

Executive Comnittee of Institute will eall meeting

middle September. Will communicete +ith you by

cable immediately thereafter,”

With all good wishes,
Sinecrely yours,
ABRAHAM FLEXNNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin

Hancock Coumty

¥eine

AF:ESB
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Wegnetewen, via Burks Falls

Onterio, Canada
July 24, 1833

Dear Profossor Veblen:

rI have just had a telegram from Mr, Bamberger showing
that he hesitates about 7eyl, fearing, I think, that he may be an unstable
factor or in poor health, Inesmueh as I have nc legal right to act,
I believe it is wisest to defer amction until I can bring together the
Executive Committee on my return to New York mbout the middle of September
and explein to them the entire eituation, ) I think that you could
write Weyl acsking him to postpone en enswer to Medrid until He hes had
a chance to telk with me when he comes to Swerthmore in the early felle
With tactful mensgement I believe that it will £ll come out well in the
end,

7ith all pcod wishes and warm regards,
Very sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXMER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Frooklin, Hancock County
Kaine, T.S.A,

AF:ESB
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mm via BurksFalls
IXXXXXXLXX Ontario, Canada
July 21, 1933
Dear Professor Veblens
Nany thanks for yours of the eighteenth
notifying me that the Rockefeller Founduatimm has
granted a felbwship to Ure Ruse to be spent et the
Institutes
I am also glad to know that Weyl will
arrive in Swarthmore in the early autumme
With ell good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

PeSe

Ire Venderslice will reccive the last installment
of the $1,000 eppropriated om July 3l, His next
salary check w!ll be due on October 3l. Should we
make some provisiom for him for the months of August
and September? A.F.

Proflessor Osweld Veblen
Brooklin, Hencock County
Neine, U, S. A.

AF:ESB
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EXXXXXXXXXX Magmetawan
IXXXXXXXXXXXXXX via BurksFalls
EXAXXLXXXRE Ontario, Canada
July 21, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens

Neny thanks for yours of the eighteenth
notifying me that the Rockefeller Foundetion has
granted a felbwship to Dre Kuse to be spent at the
Institutes

I am also gled to know that Weyl will
arrive in Swerthmore in the early autumme

¥ith ell good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
PeSe
Tre Venderslice will reccive the last installment

of the 21,000 appropriated onm July 3le His mext
salary chock w!ll be due on October 3l. Should we
make some provisiom for him for the months of August
and September? AF.
Professor Osweld Veblen
Brooklin, Hencock County
mm’ no S' A.

AF:ESB
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Magnetawan

via Burks Falls
Cntario

Cenada

July 19, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens

I have your interestingletter of July 16 with its guotetion from
lLadenburg, The change in respect to the nomination of professors is really a deadly
blow and cen mesn only that the govermnment expeets to use the universities as part
of its politieel mechinery,

As to Courant, I think you are right, We ought to do something
in cobperation with the Fmergemey Committee. I have hoard, however, in confidence
that he is going to be asked to come on 2 permenent basis to Stanford, end I have
written Wilbur & letter, commending the proposed actions

Roth Lowan and Peterson hove accepted, so thet, according to Nrs.
Beiley's fipures, we have exceeded the amount eppropriated, I do mot think it
would be wise or right for me to go further on my omn responsibility especially in
view of the irregular fashion in which I em endeavoring to hendle the Weyl matter,

You may not know that Alexander has asked tohave an assistant,
and Dr. Zippin hes been given the appointment in that capecity.

Mr=, Flexmer's accounts of Austria are very disquietinges The
persons whom che saw were of course all anti-Hitler and were living in dread. On the
other hend, the 1ikelihood of & Witler movement is diminished by the epparent economic
failure of the Witler regime in Germany, 1 =m reading two books on the Fremch
Revolution, and it is estonishing how closely parallel the German movement of today

runs to the French movement of 150 years agoes The world learns cslowly end littles
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Professor Veblen July 19, 19833

1 om continuing to improve, Yesterdy T had & Swa-n ls whlk without
the slightest fatigues 1 do not as yet feel inclined to do much #1th my head.
Ocoasionally I suspect that bty =ist a konsiderable part of my cercbrum mey have
been removed, but others who have had experience tell me that this ie a very
common aftcormeth snd that I will wikke yp some morning and feel like writing a books

¥rse Flexner joine me in warmest greetings to you "md your wife.

\ Bver sincerely,

Brooklin ‘-\
Fancock County
Maine
AP3ESE

FeSe

pProfesscr Oswald Veblen : . \/

: July 20
When you write Weyl, I wonder whether you would feel like emphasizing
two points: (1) thet the proposed salary is sufficient to emeble him not omly
to live comfortably end heppily but to/ carry & feir emount of 1life insurance, 'y
which his pension would of course be plementeds (2) that I (Flemmer) eor
strongly of the opinion thet in view ~f\ the umusuel salaries members of the aff
sre expected to follow the fulletime prigeiple, whiech has alweys been follc

st the Rookefeller Institute for Vedicsl Research »nd in many of our reorgen od
medieal faculties, nemely, that they will not engege in merely remunerative
activities, Of course, if a men writeg n book or is paid for a scientifie
lecture or artiele, there is mno objecti

point 1s emphasized in Bulletin No. 2, but I do not Imow that it ocan be made o
clear until custom rendors it impregneble ®s it is at the Rockefeller Instit: &
A.P.
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Professor Veblen July 18, 1933

I am continuing to improve,s Yesterdey I hed e two-mile welk
without the slightest fatigue, 1 do not as yet feel inelined to do much
with my head, Ooccasionally I suspeet that by mistake e considerable part
of my cerebrum may have been removed, but others who h ve had my experience
tell me that this is a very common aftermath and thst I will wake up some
m-rning and feel like writing a book,

¥rece Flexnmer joins me in ~ermest greetings to you and your

wife,
Ever sincerely,
Mﬂl!\HhM FLEANEN
e July 20

I marvelat your temerity in sending me th:st photograph} Do I
look like that?

Professor Oswald Veblen
Rrooklin

Hencock County

¥Meine

AFiESE
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EXXXXXXXXXXAX ¥eagnetawan
XXXXXXXXZXXXXX vie Burks Fells
XXXXXXXXXX Cntario, Canada

July 19, 19353
Dear Frof'essor Veblens

I received yesterdey the following ecable
from Professor 7 yl, dated Zflrich, July 17:

"#aye obtained permission to aceept invite-
tiom from Swarthmore. 111 follow yair
eivice and plan in all respects heresafter,
lett-r to Veblen on the roed,"

I d¢ not happen to know Scherrert's ad-
dresse 1s he in ziirieh or GBtting'm? 1 have not
yet heard from lr. Bamberpger, bccosuse 2 letter which
erossed mine tells me that he rnd Mrs, Fuld are making
achort trip.

7ith all good wishes to you and lirs,

\ & bl(‘n'
Sinecerely yours,
Profsssor Oswald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Brooklin, Hamcock County
¥aine

AF3ESR
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liagnetawan
via Burks Fells
Onterio
Canada
July 14, 1935
Deer Professor Teblens
I em greatly moved by your letter and by Weyl'se Onm
the strenpth of them both I have writtem Mr, Bamberger becasus: I do not
like in view of pest circumstences te take sotion without his kmowledge,
ond indeed I have mno legal authority te do sos Should he eoncur, I
feelsure thet the Txecutive Committee will ratify the actibn. I will
commmicate with Weyl end with you by wire ns soom e8 I heve a replys I
em sending you & copy of my letter to lir. Bamberpger,
I em gaining dey by day, snd lrs, Flexmer thinks that 1
look as wrll as I have ever looked in my life,
With kindest rogards to you and Mrse Veblen, in which
¥rs., Flexner jéins,
Very sincerely yours,
ARRAHAM FLEXMNIR

Professor (Oswald Veblen
Rrooklin, Hancock County
Naine

AFSESH
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EXAXXXXRXXAXXXXxXXXX Megnetawan

AXXXXAXXEXX via Burks Falls
Ontcﬂio

July 11, 1933

Dear.Profr-ssor Veblens

I received this morning the enelosed from The Open Rotds The
previous letter was sent to lefschetz, whose present address I do not knowe
Inosmuch es I do not kmow Pontrjegin's full neme and address and have not the
files here, 1 am wondering if you have any ay of giving Miss Heiman the informa-
tion which she needs in order tc’ﬁnkn the errangements which y-u and Lefschets
dosire,

I send you also & letter from Lefschetz which I have been unable
to enswe- up to nows As Lefschetz has probably left for his wvacation, I confess
T do not know what to doe You are free to write to Weaver im Paris if you think
thet is a more expeditious way of handling the matter tham The Open Road,

I em wending quite rapidly in the ealm, delicious weather of the
Cenedian camp, ¥y mephew, who is a phvsician, came up here with me and thinks
T em e star patient, W¥rs, Flexner is roturning within the mnext day or two.
She reports herself as really well, the first time ‘n seversl yeers when she has
been so sanguine ebout her conditione

I hope that you and ¥rse Veblen are enjoying your open life and that
you are not doing any undue smount of mathematies,

“wver sincerely,
IRTin e orey ARRAHAM FLEXHER
Yeine, U, 8, A,
AF:"SR
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July 1, 1933

Ky deer Miss Fleming:
I had hoped to see you in Princeton efter our
moving there on M-y 26, but on account of I'ry Flexner's illness
I was obliged to go to Baltimore in June and now I shall not
get bock to Princeton until the autum, I am gled to say
Pre Flexner is geining steadily, end he will carry on the
Institute affeirs from his pleee in Canada.
In & rec-nt letter Professor Veblen encloses o
typewritten carbon slip from Netional Academy of Sciences for
reprints amounting to £15,49. I am not sure vhether this is
to be paid by me now or whether Princeton University has paid it,
and I am to reimburse Princeton University, Of course the Insti-
tute will pey for *he reprints (No. 4 Vol, 19),but which orgenizetion?
If Princeton University or the Netional Academy of Sciences, are there
likely to be other bils from these organizations during the summer?
If so, I should prefer to send one check for the entire smoumt at
the end of the summer, At your convenience, can you address me
to Magnetawen, via Burks Falls, Ontscrio, Cenada?
"ith much aporeciation ani with all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Mise A, Fleming G"HER& AM FLEXNMNL

"G EAE T
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Ky deer Miss Fleming:

I had hoped to see you in Princeton af'ter our
moving there on M-y 26, but on sccount of 'r, Flexmer's illness
I was obliged to go to Baltimore in June end now I shall not
get beck to Princeton until the autum. I am gled to say
Pre Flexner is geining steadily, and he will carry on the i
Institute af'fairs from his pleece in Canada.

In a ree-nt letter Professor Veblen encloses o
typewritten carbon slip from Netional Academy of Sciences for
reprints amounting to £15.,49. I am not sure vhether this is
to be paid by me now or whether Princeton University has paid it,

end I am to reimburse Princeton University, Of course the Insti-
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tute will pay for *he reprints (No. 4 Vol, 19),but which orgenization?
If Princeton University or the National Academy of Sciences, are there
likely to be other bills from these organizations during the summer?

If so, I should prefer to send one check for the entire amoumt at

the end of the summer, At your convenience, can you address me
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to Magnetawan, via Burks Falls, Ontario, Canada?
"ith much aporeciation ani with all good wishes, i
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Miss A. Fleming g.‘I’HEHﬁ AM FLEXMNL..
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Dear Dr. Flexner:

< {

When I was in Chicago, Dr. Albert remarked that he should
be glad to have a note of his appointment for a year in the Institute
appear in the Bulletin of the American Mathematical Society where
such things are usually recorded. I think it would be a good {dea
to send & list of these grants-in-aid to Professor E. R. Hedrick,
University of California at Los Angeles, €alifomie, who is Editor
of the Bulletin, There ought, however, to be & distinction between
cases like that of Albert and that of Bleick. Perhaps the simplest
thing would be to leave the latter out entirely. In this sort of
announcement I would not send the annocuncement in regular form to
Hedrick but merely a note stating what the sppointments are and then
let Hedrick put the thing in in his owm way.

Sincerely,

O tdViler,

Dr, Abrsham Flezmer
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.
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May 31, 1933

Dear Professor Wiener;

Thank you for yours of the 18th, which I have beem
unable to answer more promptly because the moment it came we were
getting ready to move our temporary New York offices to our permanemt
abode here in Princéton.

I shall forward the correspondence to Professor Veblen.
This is one of scores of letters which I have received which have driven
me almost to distrsction., I have had some correspondence with President
Compton on the subject of dismissed professors and also with Presideant
Mason of the Rockefeller Foundation, who has told me that the Foundation
will coBperate with any university which desires to secure the services

| of dispossessed professors, I wonder 711‘ on these terms there is anything

that you Imow of which would give Professor Ssdsz a post sufficient at
least to sustain him,

With all good wishes,

Singcerely yours, ‘

Professor Norbert Wiener ABRAH AW FLE s
Depar tment of Mathematics

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

ATy ESB
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oooooooooxx 20 Nassam Street
xoooonooooosxx Princeton

ToCXXOTTAXXK Hew Jersey

| Mey 29, 1933
Mies Agnes Flemidg
Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, 17. J.
Vy dear 1iiss Flemingy

I send you herewith the Institute's checic
dramn to the order of Princeton Tmiversity te cover
postage, etc. for Profes=or Veblen, /

‘-‘575

Very truly yours,

ESTHER 8. BAILEY

(U ‘l./l,‘,{/a #

i St B A R

:
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May 29, 1933

Dear Profecsor Veblem

I am son?ins Redrlick and Cattell a note, of which I enclose a eopy.
I prefer not to say anyihing abomt grants in aid, baganse, 1f we do, we will simply
invite anplications from Tem, Dick, ond Harry with the result that you and um
will spend moet of ths *ime @iunosing of them. I belleve that a "ganshoe® It
on your »nart will be 2 more effective way of finding the type of person you are
seeking,

Ve moved te Princeton Thurcday., I was sorry to have just missed Lovi-
Civita, I havs geen the Lefschetszos and Eisenbarts and Alexanders and Tademburgs.
The offices are very neat and comfertable, quite adeguate to our rurposes, Thelr
.lnpuolt#u compared with the besuty of Fine Hall -ute the Director im a subor-
dinate position - where he proverly belongsl

I have good news from Mrs. Flexmer and Eleanor. They are now together im
Austriz and will in 2 month or a little more join me in Cansda,

I am quite comfortable at the Imn where I don't-l:wrah-nhbc.

Hrs, Balley will add & postseript for Mrs, Veblen's benefit regarding the
disposition she han mafe of herself,

With all gooéd wishes to you both,
Bver singerely,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

P.B,
Dear Professor and Mre, Vebl
’ iy 1s Just a 1ine to tell you that I am very
bapoily located at Mrs. Carnochan's and I am most grateful to you for the sugsestion.

e
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May 22, 1933,
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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Mrs. Esther Bailey
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

My dear Mrs. Bailey:

According to my account, I have spent $12,76 on telephone calls
and cables on Institute business. The telephons calls are checked on
the enclosed bill., In addition to these, there was a cablegram to
Weyl which cost $3.56.

I have been freely using the Princeton Mathanaties account for
stamps ete. and this is all perfectly in order. I find, however, now
that their account is going to run a little short. I think that it might
be a goo idea to send Miss Fleming something like $25 on account of our
business. This will not cover my expenses for the year by’ any means
because there is still a large number of reprints to send out some time
next month on my behalf, But I think it will be enough to make her accounts
come out even and that-is all that is necessary. In fact it is best
not to reekon these things up too elosely.

Sincerely yours,

O poihd Vbl
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Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I return herewith your correspondance with and about Courant. Courant's
letter seems to me an admirable one from the point of view of dignity and re-
straint, Ladenburg, who was in to see me a few minutes ago, says that he has
had letters which lead him to expect that most of those dismissals will not
become definitive until next October and by that time the results may be very
much mitigated. I should think, however, that it is very likely that a man
like Courant would prefer to leave, no metter whether he is formally allowed to
stay or not.

NL Your,mark in your lestter to President Gates abouf Courant's Huguenot
ancestry might possibly be misunderstood. There is no doubt that Cowant
regards himself as a Jew.

I have had a letter from a Dr, C. B. Morrey applying for a position in
the Institute and have replied by saying that in case he wishes me to, I will
recommend him to you for a grant in aid of $§750. I know him to be a very
promising mathematician and Alexander concurs.

I have also answered an application from a Dr, T. S. Peterson at
Pasadena in a somewhat less definite way, He is to send full information to
Alexander, I am rather interested in him because his training ought to pre-
pare him pretty well to follow the work that I am interested in just now. But
I should like to have a little more information about him from the people with
whom he has worked recently.

It looks now as if the relief work for the Jews and Liberals who are
dispossessed in Germany would be handled through the office of the International
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Dr. nmel‘ 2.

Institute for Education, At least that is what Dr, Dugzgan seems to think
and my colleagues here think it is probably best not to interfere with that
arrangement .

Elizabeth and I have now gathered up all the lcoseends and should
slip away from Princeton tomorrow or the next day. Our address is to be:
Brooklin, Hancock County, Maine, I suppose that by the time we get to
Brooklin, it will be in order to write to you at 20 Nassau Street.

Please give our best greetings to Mrs, Flexner and save some of them
for yourself.

Yours sincerely, :

Oheratd Vbl

OV/AF
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CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

May 19, 1933.

Mrs, Esther Bailey
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

My dear Mrs, Bailey:

I am sending you herewith material which I have re-
ceived about a Miss Ozburn. Her scholastic qualifications
seem to me to be quite good. I think the question as to
whether she would satisfy the other conditions which we need
could be settled much more satisfactorily by you than me, So
I am turning the whole matter over to you.

Yours sincerely,
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May 18, 1933

Dear Professor Vebleng

I received this morning a note from
Mise Eatherine Ozburn, vho sends me = copy of
a letter she sent you, I have no recollece
tion of having engzested that she write you,
though of course I have no objection to her
doing s0.

I have also roceived a copy of the
letter which yon wrote MeClung, and I am
sending you copy of a letter which I wrote
President Cates.

with all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Profeesor Osweld Veblen -
Princeton, W.J. ABRAHAM FLEXNME

ATy 0GB
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Moy 11, 1033

Dear Professor Veblen:

I shall follow your sugeestion, and when I hear from the
National Research Coumeil I shall write Mr, Blwmenthal and inform him
that he has been admitted to the Institute.

T should think Finley an excellent choice for the come
mittes you have in mind, but the matter is not one which I myself can
pursue,

Mrs, Bailey is planning to move the office %o Princeton
tiay 18. Thereafter, our address will be 20 Nasesau Street.

I kmow of no particular message which we can send to
Weyl at this time., Perhaps you have something in mind which does
not oceur to me.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,

ARRAHAM H FYNFR
Prof. Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton University
Princeton, N.J.
AV GB
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Dear Dr, Flexner:

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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PERCY S. STRAUS
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I am enclosing a letter from Mr, Blumenthal who is coming next

year as a National Research Fellow.

I presume that you will receive some

kind of an inquiry from the Board as to whether you wish to admit him.
I think he is a promising mam and hope that he will be admitted to the

Institute.

I heard from Mason to the effect that Fosdick will not act on our

committee and the idea now is to see whether Vincent will do so.
Taylor and I and perhaps

has offered to telephone to him on the subject.

Mason

one or two others are coming in Friday marning for an engagement with

Mason at 10:30.
look you up during the day.
and into the hands of someone elc=e as soon as possible,

If you are not too busy,,Il at least, would like to
I should like to get this matter under way
The people here

with whom I have spoken, (Taylor, Conklin, Eisenhart, Alexander, Cepps)
all feel that the plan for the committee is s good one and only requires

leadership from what might be called the New York end.

One point about which I should like to spesk with you is the
yuestion whether we should send messages to Weyl in the keeping of

Taylor when he goes to Germany.

Yours sincerely,

Ot Vi

ovjir Ve d Aokl %;J;;z% 7‘—‘;.45);
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May 10, 1933.

Dr, Simon Flexner
Rockefeller Foundation

66 Street and York Avenue
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexmer:

Since our conversation in Washington about the problem as to what
can be done to help the Jews and Liberals who are driven out of their posi-
tions in Germany, I have telked with a few of my colleagpues here and some
othera, The idea which seems to receive most favar is that of having a
committee for the natural seiences which should be composed in a large part
of what the Germans would call Aryan scientists, together with a few men of
affairs who would know how to raise funds. The idea would be to distribute
the German scientists who are helped in various countries in such a way as
not to cause snundue concentration anywhere but s0 as to sllow them to econe

. tinue their scilentific work. The scientific membership of the committee
could be selected in such a way that the comuittee would possess first hand
knowledge of the individuals who are to be helped.

No formal protest of any sort would be made but the existence of the
gcormittee end the nature of its membership would, I think, in the course of
a year or two, have a good deal of practical value as & protest.

I went to see your brother about this matter day before yesterday
and he gent me to Mr, Fosdick whom I asked whether he would be willing to
serve as chairman of the committee. He brought forward the difficulty
which I had of course expected that he was so closely comnected with the
Rockefeller organizations and said that he would like to talk the matter
over with Max Mason. Mason telephoned %o me yesterday morning about the
general question without saying enythi gz about Fosdieck. I put the question
to him rather strongly by saying that I did not know where else to go in
order to find the necessary leadership for such a committee. Mason pro=-
mised to call me up later in the day but no message has yet come from him,
I hope to hear from him today but I thought I would like to get this letter
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off to you so that you will be prepared in case I try to consult you
about the matter tomorrow or the next day.

I am hoping to leave for Maine some time next week but would
like to see if someone Sapable of carrying out some sort of a relief
undertaking for the Germ~n scientists can not be enlisted before I go.
Do you suppose that Vincent might do 1t7

Yours sincerely,

0. Veblen.

ov/a¥ Princeton, New Jersey.
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May 10, 1933

Jear Professor Vebleng

In writing to you yesterday I neglect=
ed to authorize you te proceed with binding
the periodiesls in the way you sugsest,

Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Prof. Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall

Princeton University
Pmn,. Vede
ATy 6B
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May 9, 1933.

Dr., Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am returning herewith the letter from Mr. Beth. As T told you
yesterday, I have seen a copy of the Frankfurter Zeitung which contains a
complete list of the professors who were turned out at Frankfurt and other
places. This list does not contain Professor Hellinger's name. I there-
fore think there is some hope that he has not been driven out.

I tried to reach you by telephone yesterday afternoon after I left
Mr, Fosdick but it was too late. He seemed to approve of our plan and wishes
to talk it over with Mason. I think at the very least, we will have accomplish-
ed something by bringing our point of view more clearly to the attention of

the Rockefeller group. I should 1ike, if possible, to get something start-
ed within a few days so that I can get off to Maine and my spinors.

Yours sincerely,

(O st Vibe.

IRV G RS L g T gl Al
/ fw,}pw?% ~ WMWMZ
ol LT g 7 e S R

RV SN ,4vr?‘:7éﬂw:) 7f'fL;4f.
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HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

May 6, 1933,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New Yark City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Eisenhart is very nleased with the way in which you
have handled the matter of the compensation for the use of
Fine Hall and I am also, "0/"‘"‘"“’“

Shall I gc shead and srrange for the binding of the
periocdicals which I am turning over to the Institute? I
should think a buckram binding would be most practical. This
costs something like $1.50 a volume here, It is what I have
been using for my own books.

Yours sincerely,

Opeclid Vet

OV/AF
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Desr Professor Veblen:

I received S!.lvermn/'l telegram yesterday afternoon, snd
this morning e¢omes your letter, which seems to be st variance with
it. I continue to believe thet the honors go teo the musicians and
the British suthors rether than bthowfoientutl. But I also
odmit that I mey be mistaken. Vhether a committee could, under
existing ciroumstences, raise sny considerable sum of money I confess
I do not know,-

Recurring to Silverman's telegram, I think you cen say:
first, the number of those who heve lost their poste in Germany is
so grest thet under conditions existing in fmerice there is no human
nossibility of taking eare of themy second, that the msthemetieal
group of the Institute is settled for next yeeq(end there is nothing
that the Inetitute cen do that will be of any moment.

With ell gpod wishes,

Sincerely yours,
ARRAHAM FLEXMIH
Professor Osvald Veblen
Fine Hall

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jorsey

IF: 08
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Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I talked with Taylor about Dr. Farkas this morning.

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
HERBERT H. LEHMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

May 5, 1933.

Taylor regards

Farkas as a very good man and indeed has borrowed the copy of Farkas' last

paper which is on a subject closely related to Taylor's om work,

He was

not, however, able to sugsest anything that could be done immediately for

Farkas.

We also discussed the general question about what could be done to

help some of the dispossessed. Taylor thinks as do practically all of the

0 people whom I have consulted, that it would d}m’ more harm than good to make
eny sort of formal protest. On the other hand, we agreed that some kind of
a comm' ttee to raise funds for the purpose of enabling some of them to live
and continue their scholarly work in the countries adjacent to Germany or
el sewhere might be feasible. The existence of such a committee would in
itself be an eloquent protest. I suppose that the actual funds would
mostly come from the wealthy Jews but it might be helpful to have a number
of scientific men on such a committee. I think there would be no difficulty

in finding several such people in this neighborhoed.

Taylor himself is sailing for England in about two weeks and expects
to meke a visit to Bonhoeffer in Germany. He would be glad to serve as a
sort of laison officer for such a committee if it is desired. If you
thought it desirable, we could doubtless get him to make a visit to Gattingen.

Taylor says that there already is a committee of this sort in Chicago
of which President Hutchins is the Chai rman., He suggests that Raymond
Fosdick might be a suitable man to head a corresponding committee in New
York.
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I have written to Julisn Coolidge at Harvard to see how he would
e react to the idea of such a conmittee. You m{gﬁt recall that he and I
/ collaborated in raising the endowment fund for the Mathematical Society.

Yours sincerely,

Opernlel fiHlew.

OV/AF
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May 5, 183%

Desr Profiessor Veblen:

I shall bake up with the Executive Committee at onee
the guestion of endorsing the srrengements which you =nd Eisenhsrt
have arrived ste It scoms to me at leasst faoir to the Inctitute
and generous on the part of the University.

I hada letter from Haber s few weeks esgo, asking me to
find = place for one of his assistents whe he thought would have
to be dropned. JInpsrently he wes not umess sdout his own nost.
Now, ales, thet has gone; doubtless, becsuse he had a Jowish grest
grenfifether, or something of that kind,

It is not poesible at this time to go shesd with snother
depsrtment. First, I went a yeer in which to see how the Methe-
matiea]l School works out., Second, I am not sufficiently familiar
with the personnel sveileable in this country or in Europe in other
departments. Third, profoundly es I symnethize with Germans, I do
not believe thet we cen have our hands forced by the hepnenings
over there - snything we csn do would be only ¢ Arop in the lucket -
and we must proceed se we proceeded with you end Alexender, by
giving opportunities teo ‘mericans, if it is possible to find them.

There is no netionslistic feeling in this. Only a pro-

found eoncern that we may in the long run build uvwo in ’‘merice: =
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Professor Veblen Vay 5, 1933

cultvrel center comrarable to those of Europe. Neither Oxford
nor Peris, nor Rome, Berlin or Vienna would be what it ie if it
had started solely with foreign talent, - though they have always,
e1l of them, utilized en? sbsorbed forsigners.

"o must not forget that we sre training young ‘mericens
for sesdemic nosts, en? we would simply suppress /mericen offort
if they were cut off from these nosts.

The fineneiel Aeoteils I lesve to be arrangedbetween
you end KErs, Bailey. :

With =11 good‘wiahon.

' Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNEF

Professor Oswsld Veblen
Fine Tell

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:GS

PeSe-Since writing the cbove I heve eonferre? with the Executive
Committee and I am writing Eisenhert that we propose to pey $6,000

& yoar in monthly installmente of §500, beginning September 1.



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

OF)
e ] (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD. 1930) TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
R TEMPORARY OFFICES FHANK. AYDELOTIE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42nND STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
Vice-President
¥ NEW YORK, N. Y. ALEXIS CARREL
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF MRS, FELIX FULD
Treasurer JOHN R. HARDIN
IRA A. SCHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. LEHMAN
FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Secretary HERBERT H. MAASS
ESTHER S. BAILEY FLORENCE R. SABIN
Assistant Secrelary PERCY S. STRAUS
ABRAHAM FLEXNER EETIS B WEES
Director of the Instituie
May 4, 1933,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I return herewith the letter from Weyl and the correspondeance with Dr,
Bleick. I have kept the copy of your letter to Dr. Zangger but I will return
it if you wish. I should think this letter would put Weyl at his ease as
far as it is possible to do so. His fear that he would have to take over
the Directorship of the Institute at Gottingen is probably well founded for
Bohr's information that Courant has been "given a leave of absence" seems to
| be quite definite. I have suggested Courant's name in a couple of places
| where they need a man to build up a mathematics department. He would be

ideal for such an undertaking.

I think it very likely that Neugebauer will also be dismissed because
he is well known as a radical in polities. I belieave it is quite true that
he occupies a unique position as an historian of mathematies.

I am going to talk with Tgylor of our Chemistry Department about
4  Farkaf. I seem to remember that the chemists think very highly of him.
' I suppose you noticed in the morning paper that Haﬁber himself has resigned.

I can't help returning to the point that if the funds could be made
available se=mpEnz@, now would be a golden opportunity for starting some of
the other departments. But this idea is so obvious that you have doubtless
already considered it from all points of view.

Mrs. Bailey's account of the grants in aid in her letter of May 3rd
agrees entirely with my notes on the subject except that there should also
be set aside $1200 for travellinz and extra expenses in the case of Pontrfagin.
You will recollect that we agreed with Lefschetz that a total of $3000 should
be available for this case and we decided to meke the stipend small in order
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to have a good large reserve on account of the pecularities in his situation.
Contrary to what I wrote in one of my letters last week, this means that we
have now disposed of 3500 out of our additional $5000.

Yours sincerely,

(poritd Villev

OV/AF
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Mey 3, 1933

My dear Prefessor Veblens
I bave complled the following 1list from the material which we have
received, In some cases I am not sure of the exact amounts or the dates when

first peyment should be made, Will you please let me know regarding these
additional

items and also if there are any/nemes that should be inecluded?
Grants in Aid, 1937-1034
YVeme - Amovnt of Grant Date (first payment)

A, A, Albert Gy $2, 000,00 July “3?933

K. 08del 2,500,00 Oct:bor 1933

Lo 8. Pomtriagin f— " 1,800,00 ol (ae® ?

Te Yo Thomas & 24250,00 Caotober 1932

. R. ¥an Xempen j l 2,500,00 October 1933

Re L. Wilder ‘,’.,..-cuz,_ 3,3029).00 (7] ?

9 _ g

I am sending you the correspondence with Mr. Blelck and his ac-
eeptance, which Dr. Flexner wishes you to see. Yon't you please return
these letters at your convenience?

Sincerely yours,

ARRAHAM FLEXNL

Professor Oswald Veblen
Pine Hall, Pringeton University
Princeton, New Jersey
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May 3, 1933,

Dr, Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I enclose herewith a letter from Professor Wilder formally accept-
ing the grant-in-aid.

According to my caleulations, the grant to Mr. Bleick exactly uses
up the original $15,000 and we have not touched the $5000 appropriated
at the last meeting of the Board.

Dresden writes me that he will be in Princeton next Sunday and I
expect to return his letter from Weyl to him at that time.

Professor Bohr was here yesterday and this morning and talked with
several of us about the German situation at great length. I gather that

he also told you all of the essential details. I hope I may have a
chance to talk with you about these matters again before long.

Yours sincerely,

O purate Ville.

OV/AF
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May 2, 1923

Dear Professor Veblens

I wonder if there is anyone at Princeton who would be interested in
the enclosed which comes to me from Proféssor FParikas at Dahlem.

We are certainly in the devil of a fix. Unable to care for our own
younger men, we ave pressed by q,puant_iuu from forelsm countries, It soems
to me olear that we mmst in the first place endeavor to find work Tor those whom
we have encouraged to train themselves in this conntry on the theory that, if they
were worthy, there would be jobs waiting for theas. Until we have done that,
what <lse can we do? Our opportunities for malring places for foreigners are
therefore at the moment limited to a few outstanding personages such as Einstein
and Weyl, from vhom, by the way, I have another letter which I am enclosing with
ny reply thereto. As you will note, I am not writing hinm to G&ttingen, but I
am replying to him via Professor Zangger.

With all good wishes,

Sincsrely yours,

ASHAHAM FLEXNEE

Profegsor Oswald Veblen
Fine Eall,Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AF1 ESB
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Hey 1, 1933

Desr Professor Veblen:

I em sending you todey copy of a lete
ter vhich T have written ¥Mr. Bleick; and also
n letter of Aoril 20 from Weyl to Presden.
¥i1l you plesse return the latter to me or teo
Tresden as vou prefer.

With ell good wishes,

Sincerely rours,

BRABAM FLEXNEF

Prof. Oswald Veblen
Fine Hell

Princeton University
Princeton, N.J.

F:GB - E



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

April 27, 1933

Professor Oswald Voblen
Fine Hell, Princeton University
Pringeton, New Jerasy
¥y dear Professor Vebleng
Your letter of March 6, 1933, stating that you
desire to donate to the Inetitute for Advanced Study sets of
back wmubers 6f sclentific journals and to edd subsequent vole
wass to these sets, was presented by Dr. Flexner to the Board
of Trustees at the meeting held April 24, I am authorized to
inform you that the Trustoes ancecepted the gift with pleasure
and remested that thelr thanks be expressed to you. The
journals will be bound at the expense of the Institute and
properly labeled with the Institute boolplate.
Very truly yours,
ESTHER 8. BATLEY
Assistant Secretary
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LEWIS H. WEED
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute

April 20, 1933.

Mrs. Esther Bailey
Institute for Advanced Study
New -York City.

My dear Mrs, Balley:

Could you send two copies each of Bulletin number 1 and

2 to my sister, Miss Gertrude Veblen, H=mpshire Arms Hotel,
Minneapolis, liinnesota. She is a librariasn and has had a good
many inquiries vhich this would help her to answer.

Yours sincerely,

Oneotd fible..

OV/AF
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April 12, 1933,

Dr, Abraham Flexmer
Institute for Advenced Study
New York City.

Dear Pr. Flexner:

I think you will be safe in replying to Mr. Eatz, whose letter
am returning herewith, by saying that his work lies outside the field of
interest of the Institute.

I communicated with Aydelotte as you surgested but his Committee
decided that it was not advisable to renew the Swarthmore invitation to
Weyl for next year. I expect that Aydelotte will talk with you about
the matter when he sess you. After consulting Eisenhart and Lefschetz,
I sent the following cablegram: "Have consulted Flexner. Offer can not
be renewed now. Shall I seek another arrangement even if temporary?"

The point of the last sentence is that in case Weyl is in real
difficulties, I think it not unlikely that samething could be done about
it. At least, I should wish to try. His cablegram, however, is ex-
plicitly answered by my second sentence, What I received from him I

enclosea 4,h tf

I enclose herewith the letter from Bernays which I have answered
by saying that there is no opening in the Institute.

I =m leaving tonight for Chicago and Minneapolis and expeet to be
back in Princeton in time for your visit.

Yours sincerely,

r V. 2 Own@( %/&‘

Muﬂﬂmamﬁwm UMJMZMZF
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Copy of cablegram from Weyl for Dr., Flexner.

A ik
"Ist erneuerung des rufs auf Mai denbar dann brauchte ich

nicht Zurueck und kaeme direkt schwierigkeit visum familie in
Deutschland umstaende draengen briefe unterwegs erwarte provisorische

Antwort an Plancherel."
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Dr., Abrsham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
Hew York City.

Dear Dr., Flexner:

I should be glad to anything that I can to assist the Committee on
Site on its visit next Saturday. If you could let me know by telegram or
telephone the train on which you arrive, I will meet you with my new car,

I have just heard from Professor Wilder that his leave of absence has
been granted by the University of Michigan and that he is ready to accept the
grant in aid offered him in my letter of January 7th. I enelose herewith a
copy of my letter of J=anuary 7th and also a copy of a statement about his salary
contained in a letter from him to me dated December 28th. In reply to ﬂhis Moot
letter I have asked him to send me up to date infoermetion on this point.

I am not sure whether it is'ét{sc‘t:for you to correspond directly with

| Wilder or with the Chairman of his Department , Professor J. V. Glover.

I agree perfectly with what you say sbout the admission of students to
the Institute and it is on exactly that basis that I recommend that Mr, Bleick
be zdmitted. Whether Mr., Bleick should receive any sort of a stipend is a
gquestion which ought to wait until we have had a chance to discuss the question
further, I think he should receive one if one is available and if we stick to
the program which we discussed a couple of months agos I think there is no
particular hurry about that question but I believe it would be advisable to
admit him as a student without much delay.

In yesterday's mail there was a long letter from Weyl and a short bub
significant one from Bernays of Gottingen whiech I should like to discuss with
you when I see you.

Yours sincerely,

Ot d Vbl

v/ar
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tpril 7, 1937

Doer Professor Veblen:

I am anelosing o letter from Hiss Mabel Schmeiser, with s cony
of my om renly therato,.

Your letter te Wilder sceme to me te be ertirely setisfactory.
I em efreid u msy get our wires crosged if we both correspond with him,
T shall leeve the metter in your hands,

I er very haony indeed that my letter cleers wp the gunestion
" abowt admitting students, - or workers, g I prefer to crll them.

I hope thet the weether ieg good tomorrow 2o thet we cen make
the trinp to Princeton, Ifit is bad we shull enll it off,

I wonder just whet Veyl and Bernays wrote you,

My mail ebownds in complimentary notos sbout the little bullotin,
¥ithout intending to do so, I have evidently done something mueual, =
nemely, mentioning the orofessors without a long rigmerole about thair
nrevions posts and paerformamces, It will eoneer from my correspondsnce
thet it pays not to sdvertise, contrary to usual scedemic nrectice.

¥ith ell good wishes, .

Sinccrely yours,
g:te;:ﬁ' Osweld Vellen AERAHAM FLEXNLE

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

F:G8
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COPY FOR LR. FLEXNER

Janusry 7, 1933.

Professor R, L. Wilder
1308 0Olivia Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigen.

Dear Wilder:

I hed a talk with Dr, Flexner yesterday and as a result I am
authorized to make you the following offer. In case the University
of Michigan grents you sabbatical leave at half pay, the Institute for
Advanced Study will give you a position for the academic year 1933-34
at a salary sufficient to provide the other half. Thus you will be
able to spend a year in the Institute at the same salary as you would
have had in the University.

The primary purpose of such an appointment would be, of course,
to give you an opportunity to get on with your scientific work. You
would, however, be likely to be called on to help members of the In-
-stitute in their work. For example, there may be some work to do
in connection with the Annals of Mathematics.

I hope thiw will afford a solution of your problem.

Yours sincerely,

(signed] 0. Veblen.

Statement from Professor Wilder's letter of December 8, 1932, to Prof-
essor Veblen, ’

"For the past three years I have received {4000 annually, and
according to agreement was to have received $4500 this year. Instead,
due to a decrease in university funds, I have taken an 8% cut on my
férmer salary, so that I now get $3680. It looks as though we shall
take a further cut next year, although we shall not know definitely until
some time after the state legislature meets in January."
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April 5, 1833

Dear Professor Veblens

I om wondering precisely vhat qualificeotions lead you to tm‘thst Bledck
denerves & grant in atd of §1,000. Csn you send me a Idne of explanstiok? There
19 nothing we can do &8 to further greats in sid until the Bocrd meetd on April 24.

The quastion of admitting students is, I think, a slmple one. !;hpll
a certain amount of money available for grants in ald, This the nathematical group
will adninister, and I shall simply exercise a formsl oversight.as I think I am in
éuty bound to Goe Beyond this you can admit anyone who seems to you thoroughly
vorth while at his owmn expense, if such people there Be. My great concern is that
mmmtmm{dhmuuo Keap all the tiume you need for your
own developuont and for coliperation with the seleeted persons whom you want to help
in your owm way, giving some of tham of course not mmech %ime and others as mmch
more a8 they soem %o you %o meed, Can you improve wpon this sugrestion? If so,
do not hesitate %o do it

If the weather is fair, the Committes on Site wishes to visit Princeton
next Saturday, I will wire you the hour at which we shall arrive at the Princeten
Inn,

with all good wishes,

Singerely yours,

A Clifiingm I LENIN

Professor Oswald Veblem
Fine lnu. mm- University

-
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April 4, 1933,

Dr. Abrasham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I expeet to be back from Chicago by Wednesday the 19th but
shall probably start for Washington on the following Saturday. In
all probability I cen be at your service on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. So far as I can see now these three days will be equally
good for our talks. I think it will be best for me to try to keep
them all free. This also has incidental advantages for me which you

can imagine,

I have a letter from Mr, Bleick asking whether he will be ad-
mitted to the Institude as a student next year. I presume that it

is necessary for him to mske his plans somewhat definitely.

So 1

am replying by seying that I will recommend to you that he be admitted

and I em also sending him & copy of Bulletin number 2.

How should we handle this question of admitting people as

students?

Yours sincerely,

() oo A Ve

OV/AF
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NEW YORK, N. Y.

April 3, 1933,

Dear Dr., Flexner:
I wasn't able to draw any clear inference as
to Mr, Brigham's quality from his note on the trie
section problem. I could probably tell much better
by talking with him and should be glad to do so if he
will come to see me,
Yours sincerely,

Ol i

Dr. Abrgham Flexmer
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.
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Vidde,

.

\’{i >/
spril 1, 1933 '

Dear Professor Veblen:

It reslly tekes a profiessor of mathematics
to errenge dates.

I heve very foolishly agreed to make s speech
here, = e thing which I precticaslly never do, but I
could not refuse an o0ld friend, - on the evening of
Tuesday, April 1&g,

¥rs. Flexner and I will go to Princeton
Tednesdsy, the 19th, an? stey until Saturdsy sfter-
noon or Sundey morning. #s I figure it, you and I
can ~asily get in e dey during this period. If my
methematics ere at feult, won't you please letme
know?

Mrs. Bailey will come down on ome of those
deys in order to look sround at office possibilities,
Perheps she ean Ao thst best the day you snd I huve
our confabulation. What day do you prefer?

Always sincerely,
ABRAHAM FLEXNECR
P.S. When you have reached a conclusion, please
tell Eisenhart and Alexander. A.F,
AF:GS
Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey
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arch 30, 1933

Dear Professor Veblen:

Do you think that ¥r, Brigham shows in
his approxirate trisection evidence of mathematiecal
ability good for something mmch more than problem
solving? Would it pay him to try to see you?

Very sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall, Princeton University

Princeton, New Jersey
AF: ESB
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Msrch 29, 1933,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr., Flexner:

I have glanced at the note about Mr. Frank Brigham. It is an
approximate trisection of an angle. It is a subjeet which has been
much discussed. What he has looks like an ingenuous device and while
I have not verified the details, it has all the earmarks of being correect.
There is, of course, no mathematical interest in this sort of thing at
the present time so far as I can tell. It belongy, as classified in
this journal, under the head of "problem solving".

OV/AD
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March 29, 1933

Dear Professor Vebleng
Thank you for letting me know about your dates in
April, I shall so time my visit to Princeton as mot to conflict
with them.
Miss Scheuber has had six years of Oemman and three
years of French. It may be that during her eleven years of work in
this eity she is rusty, but, if, after she sees you, you approve of
her, I shall sugsest that she polish wp her foreign languages.
The Institute will wndoubtedly carry the entire salary
' of Dr, Vandersliee next year, but under existing conditions let us
promise mothing further to anybody until the skies are clearer. I
do not believe you bave any conception of the smount of uneasiness
that prevails in this city. I do not lmow to what extent it is really
justified, All I can do is to play safe.
Very singerely yours,
Professor Oswald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNEL
Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey
AF; RSB
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March 28, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I have your two letters of March 27th. Dr. Vanderslice assures
me that he is not married. This inquiry reminded me of the fact that
next year he should be cerried fully by the Institute. So far as I can
judge now, $1500 will be a suitable salary. I should expect, however,
that in generasl we should have to pay a larger salary than this for an
assistant of the sort that I should like to have,

I just wented to be quite definite about the status of the $5000.
I will go ahead and try to have ready a set of recommendations when the
time comes without having made any thing that looks like a commitment.

It sounds as if Miss Schueber would be quite suitable. The only
qualification which you did not mention was that with respect to other

languages than BEnglish and with her education I suppose it is likely that
she could learn French and German if she does not know them already.

Yours sincerely,

Qol{ 1.,

P. S, Your telegram about the Bulletin No, 2 has just been received
and Miss Fleming is returning the package according to your request.

OV/ar
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March 27, 1933.

Dr, Abrshsm Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

My dear Dr. Flexner:

I think I had better let you know about two engagements which
I have next month whieh will take me away from Princeton. The first
is to attend the meeting of the American Mathematical Society in
Chicago on the 14th and 15th, One of the sessions is to be in
commemoration of my old teacher, E. H, Moore, and I am to maske one of
the speeches. I expeet also to read a paper om spinors on the regular
program, Very likely I shall stay a day or two after the meeting
and make a visit to my sister in Minneapolis. At the end of the
month there are the meetings of the American Philosophical Society
and the National Academy of Sciences running along from the 2lst to
the 26th. I expect to be in Washington for the Fellowship Board
meeting on the 23rd. The mathematical members of the Board will
probably have a preliminary caucus in Chicago on the 15th or there-
abouts.

Yours sincerely,

Operl d Vbl

r
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March 27, 1933

Dear Professor Veblems

I am very glad that you and I see eye tp eye on this question of the
form which our respoasibility should take.,  Mr, Bamberger and lrs,- Puld were very
anxious from the outset thet no éistinetion should be made ae respects race, religionm,
nationality, ste., and of course I am in thorough sympathy with their point of view,
| tmt on the other hand Af we do hot develop America, who is going to do it, and the
mestion arises how ymch we ought to do for others and how mmeh to moke wure that
civilization in Americn advences. The matter has been very, very mmch on my mind,
and T do wot lmow that cny two persons would solve it in exnctly the same way. I
can only say that I am glad to b8 aseured that you realise that my mind is as wide
‘mu“ﬂlmﬁlﬁyh.ulh“-Gm.hﬂﬂnthwhm‘b
pexing in OGsrmany we do not wish to brand ourselves as nationalists in sny way
whatsocver,

I have been talking with Tisdale on the telephone. He is going out
shortly on a tour which will include Princeton. That will give you and Lefechets
a“khﬁ:dﬁhhﬁ&.

For the convenience of the Treasurer Mrs. Bailey makes reguisitions
tvice a month, This has enabled ws to keep down organization end overhead, -These

requisitions are made about the 10th and 25th of the month, so that Princeton will
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Professor Veblem March 27, 1933 2
receive the firet quarterly payment on account of the Amnals about April 15.
Subsequently the checlks will be sent on the first day of each quarter,

Mrs, Bailey hds deen also looking ahout in order to fimd o person
who could be equally wseful te the School of Mathematies and to herself vhen
the mathematicians did not require her halp. She has tried to find an sducated
woman with a leaning in the direction of mathamtics who has had secretarial
erperiences ¥With the help of her college deam, she has found a Viss Scheuber,
& graduate of St, Lewrence University (with hish honors) ,who majored in mathee
matics ond sclences 1iss Schevber hag had only one porition which she has kept
during eleven years and has boen promoted straight alonze I saw her the other
day. She is an excellent stenbgrapher, though the material which I dictated to !
her was very wifeailiar, is pleasent and very presentable = about tiirty-five
years of age, I should think, and a vesident of Wew Jersey. Of conrse, Nrse.
Bailey will ede Niss Oray wher she goes domn to Princeton, but I have the ,'F‘.H*
feeling that with Mios Scheuber we will be talting no chances and that you and. ,»5'
your associates will have & re:lly firsterate persom to help you. Ofﬂ
before she ie engaged, you and Alexander at least will have the opportunity to
see her, “[

nouthammmmnmumnmmmx Qﬁ:«
os.ooom«amm.—m.mutbmmtmuwmumm g
mmummxwﬂnaw Ihﬂoa!‘mumtomm
any conmitment in advance of action of the Boards mmamatn-%nmu.
!WMvmmthttbu-mﬂdhuuﬂmty.mthmuhﬂ
nervousnese here over the financial situation that I feel that in the "uf
expenditeres I must defer to those who kmow more about investments, income, and

outlogk than I , In the long ran - whick I ¥ ‘mlmh.wwv‘o
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Professor Veblen . March 27, 1933 3

everything will be all right, and for the present everything is surely all right
ﬁthu.huthmihu;that:doutmhmtmwxu:wm
connected with the Institute shall ever bave the slightest concern as respects
mONeye
With all good wishes,
Very sincerely yours,

AGRAHAM FLEXNES
Profossor Oswald Vebien
Fine Hall, Princeton University

Princeton, New Jersey

— e
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March 25, 1933.

Dr, Abraham Fl exner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:
I forgot to answer two of your inquiriss in my letter yester-

day.

I think that the payment to the American Mathematical Society
should be made at once and should be continued annually,

The payment for the Annals of Mathemasties I think might well
be made quarterly beginning the first of April. The check should be

made out to the Treasurer of Princeton University and accompanied by
a statement that it is for the account of the Annals of Mathematies.

Yours sincerely,

Dy ld ) e

OV/AF
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Dear Dr. Flexmer:
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March 24, 1933,

! I think I agree with you completely in your attitude with re-

gard to Americen versus foreign appointments. ‘
Also I appreciate your desire

which you adduce seem to be decisive.

The considerations

to be cautious in view of the present economic situation,

I have been expressing interest in Dirac in spite of the very

small chance that he could be moved because he is a)

young, b) ex-

tremely able, and ¢) interested in questions which are close to those

being studied by Einstein, von Neumsnn and myself.

I really think

that the most we could hope to do would be to get him here for a

‘Bingle term once in a while,

I mention Wiener largely beczuse of a desire to be fair. He
seems to be now the most deserving Ameriecan who is available and he
would bring into our group an element which we lack (the sort of

‘analysis of which Hardy is an exponent].

Should we wait with further junior appointments until the

additional $5000 has been actually appropriated?

I have about come

to the conclusion that Mr. Bleick should be given a $1000. scholar-

ship or fellowship.

He will receive the Ph, D. in Chemistry this

year and wants to continue in mathemati@al physics.
no point in his taking a Ph. D. over again.

‘There would be
Therefore, as he looks

like an able man, I think he would be an appropriate student for the
Institute and just about at a good point in his development to mske

use of the opportunities.

Yours sincerely,

Osentd Vell,



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy‘Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

|

March 20, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens

Being housebound by the stomm yesterday I got to thinking about
my note to you, dated March 17. I wondered if you would interpret it as
mm?]‘ammmm Of course, I am mot, but I do not see
how we can lose sight of the fact that, whatever we may do for foreigners,
we pust try to develop American enlture and civilization, Take yourself
and Alexandew, for instances I8 it not something that we cam give two Americans
iike you the opportunity to de the best that lies within you? Would we be
doing a9 well if we had instead of you two German Jews, let us say, for whem
God knows I should 1ike to do everything in my power? Where shall we draw
the line? I do mot kmow, Perhaps no two persons would draw it in the same
place, but this I kmow that, 4f America is to De worth while, we mst in the
course of time create an American culture comparable im volume and valus to
English enlture, French culture, Italian culture, and German culture, We can
only do this if in the main we seck ont Americans and give them every opportunity.

[ Meanwhile, I think we should lose no opportunity to supplement what Americans

1
|

can do by drawing sometimes temporarily, sometimes permanently, upon the best
that other nations have produced.
With all good wishes,

Singerely yours,
“fassor Ouwald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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Dear Professor Veblens

I thank you for yours of the 16th, I shall be very happy indeed to
bring Lefachetz and Tisdale togother as soom as I get in touch with Tisdale.
. I have been giving a goed deal of thought to our conversation of the
other day, namely, as to the development of the mathematical growp. It seems to me
that we must leave open the guestion of expansion for the reasons which I gave you
at that time, Thers is another consideration, however, Ve ham got to fulfill twe
functions, namely - (1) emable our professors to contimue their research under the
most feasible possible circumstances; (2) enmable them to train a few young men,
mainly Americans, If we can mot, in other words, mske an Amerlean contribdution
h-m.mnnlmhlm“mdhhmmhmnﬂthm.
of a foreigner will be very alight. nMgttobﬁithmmm
| the 19th eentury, namely, make American Wissemschaft reepectable. ﬁthm
. prime and essentinl funotion. Hence we must look about smong our 120 millions of
Americans for younz men who may e worthy of development,

Mrs. Flexner quitsé understood why you had o run away. Ve both hope
we can very soon make our visit to Princeton.

I hope that Préfessor Eiastein was not too trying todsy.
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With all good wishes,
Very sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
March 18, 1933

not fesl inclined to make any move at the moment, Our firet takk is,
present mathematical micleus to work. Dirac is young and

Please leot me lmow when we should remit to the American Mathematiecal Society,
also when we should make a payment to Princeton University in comnection with
the Anmale of Mathematics and whether a check for the whole amount, semieanmmal,
or quarterly payments. AT, .
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March 16, 1933.

Dr, Abraham Flexner
100 East 42nd Street
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:
I return herewith your letters from Lillie and Tisdale.

I have spoken with Professor Robertson about Rashevsky. He
is, as I am, disposed to agree with what Lillie says except as to
the matter of "realism”. We don't either of us know anything that
Rashevsky has done in relativity theory or quantum theory which has
forced itself into general attention. Our impression is that his
contributions remain rather speculative. On the other hand, there
seems little doubt that he is competent in severzl directions
and gifted with some originality.

I think it would be a good idea to have Tisdale make a visit
to Princeton if he can find time to do it. I should like, if possible,
to get him into a better relationship with Lefschetz.

I hope that you will soon be in shape to make the long deferred
visit here. The weather is beautiful today. Also please present
my apologies to Mrs. Flexmer for rushing off so unceremoniously last
evening.

Yours sincerely,

OV/AF
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Dear Professor Veblens

Yours of the 13th comee this momning just as I was getting ready to
send a word to you. I bad an attack of the grippe about two weels ago and
am not thoroughly recovered from it yet - the bad weather being doubtless an
important factor in holding me back. The doctor has absolutely put his foot
down on my going to Princeton for a few days at the end of this week, which
I had looked forward to doinz., I ehall, however, come down and have a talk
with you and Alexander and look about for offices just as soon as the weather
is propitious,

I do not believe that I shall have a moment's opportumity to talk
with Einstein during his brief visit to New York. 1In addition, as I wrote
you yesterday, I believe it sound policy to meke no further moves until the
financial situation is a good deal sounder than it now is.

lr. Maass and President Aydelotte, who have the site question in hand,
have both been active, but wnluckily Mr. Maass al;o ‘bu been 111 for the past
‘two weels, and it will be another weelk or so before he is able to ﬂ)"u about
freely. MNr, Maass, who is himself l-prund with the feasibility of some of
‘the proposed sites, has, I think, the feeling that we will gain financially
rather than lose by waiting,.

I Always einecerely,

' FR
' (Ren novt nams ) ABRAHAM FLEXN
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?.si ) .
I am enclosing a letter from Tisdale.
: ’ ' AeTe

P.S. # 2 )
lany theniss for your reprint on mag; gg_hgiv;tustbggﬂe. I shall

read myeelf to sleep with it tonight.
AT

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall, Princeton Univers ity
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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March 11, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens

I au sending you a letter which I have just had from Professer
Veyl amd & copy of my answer thereta. Please return Professor Weyl's
letter.

I hove you evperiencad no difficulty in cashing vour salary check.
Mre. Bailey and I have had ours returned to us, =o we are both "broke" but
happy. ¥e have redeposited them and they will be all right in a few days.

) You will now underetand vhy I was uncasy months ago wheam I wrote you
that I felt by no means sure thal this country would remain on the gold standard.
With all the pretense to the contrary, we are off the gold standard, Imekily
the Institute has so wide a margin that you need feat absclutely no fear, but
I propose to limit our expenditures rigidly in order that there mey never be
the slightest doubt or worry concemiing our sbility to meet our obligations,

Yery sineerely yours,

AB
Professor Oswald Veblen BRAHAM FLEXNER
Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, Yew Jersey
ARy ESB
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Deor Prefessor Veblens

A slicht attack of the grippe interfered with my replying to
yours of the third and sixth,

The delay in sending the salary checls was due to the fact that
Mre Leidoodorf was out of town and that the matter was held up pending his
return., It does not mean that we are finmancially ewbarrassed. I shall see
to it in fMature that the Assistant Treasurer attends to matters of this kind
in Mr. Leidesdorf's absence.

Mrs, Bailey will see Miss Cray on her next visit to Princeton vhen
we will have to look out for office guarters for oursslves next year.

: I think you are extremely gemerous in the matter of the selentific
journale, I feel perfectly sure that the Board will accept your offer, vhich
T shall Wwing S0 Vheiy attention ot the forthisaine mosting, We have alveady
had 10,000 boolplates made, so that the journals can be properly marked.

¥hen I come to Princeton on the 18th or 19th, I shall talk to you
on the subject of the Cambridge appointments,

lrs. Bailey tells me that in malding vour income tax report you
ehould put down the total amownt without deduction of your contribution towards

the retirins allowance, Vhen you do actually retire, your retirins allowance
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will be exemmted from taxation shomld the nresent law then be in existence,
Mre, Railey figures that you have thus far received from the Institute $5,000,
salary for four months, September 1 - December 21, 1932,

With a11 good wishes,

L

Very sincerely yonrl.

ASA :
Professor Oswald Veblen ANAM FLEXNER

Tine Hall, Priaceton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AT3BSB
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March 6, 1933,

Dr., Abrasham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I return herewith your carrespondence with Dr, Bender. It seems to
me that he does not have enough achievement to justify giving him a grant of
any kind. His paper seems to me like an outline of a program rather than a
result on which we can base any judgment as to his competence. I have, how-
ever, to speak as a mathematician and not as a physiecist.

I have not returned his reprint as I presume it is easier to stick it
in my colleetion of such things than in yours. But if you let me know that
you wish it returned, I will forward it at once.

4 I have two or three sets of back numbers of scientific journals which
o T I should be glad to present to the Institute on the following terms: They
A should be bound at the expense of the Institute and labeled either with a

] book plate or with an inscription on the binding stating they were property

| of the Institute and kept for the present in my office in Fine Hall available
| for my use and that of other members of the Institute. I would expect to
. keep up my subscriptions and add the subsequent volumes to the setis.

The following scheme has occurred to me &s being perhaps a desirable
one for bringing to the Institute a continuous supply of junior members.
Several of the colleges in Cambridge (England) have research fellowships which
pay their incumbents 300 pounds a year together with residence quarters and
dinners. These appointments last for something like three years, one of which
may be spent away from Cambridge at the will of the incumbent. It appears that
a grant of approximately $1000 would be enough to enable the holder of one of
these fellowships to spend a year in the Institute. I gather from conversa-
ﬁiona Wwith two of these men who are now in the United States (one at Princeton
and the other at M. I. T, working with Norbert Weiner) that there would be a
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good deal of interest in such a plan, Possibly we might use a part of the
$5000 which I understand is to be available this Spring in this way.

In making my income tax report, should I put down the nominal amount
of my salary or should I put down the total received after the deduction
to be paid toward the retiring allowance?

Yours sincerely,

Ooretd Vit

OV/AF

<
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March 3. 1833,

Dr, Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I enclose herewith a letter which was forwarded to me by
someone in Princeton University and obviously should go to you.

also return the statement about the Soc iety of Fellows.

Last week I had & visit from a Miss Cray who would like to
get a stenographic position in the Institute. She made a good im-
pression. Also I know two of her brothers as hard working, respect-

able citizens.

Yours sincerely,

el b

Princeton, N, J,
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March 3, 1932

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Fall, Princeton University
Princeton, MNew Jersey
Iy @ear Professor Vebleng

I am sending you herewith Dr., Vandorslice's
salary check for the month of February 1033 and duplicate
of deposit slip for your FPebwuary salary less the 57
contribution to the Teachers Insurance and Anmity Associ-

ation of America.

Very touly yours,

gSTHER =
Assistant Secretary
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Pebruary 18, 1933

Dear Professor Vebleng

I am sending you a letter which I have just
had from Dr, Tisdale. Alexander and Lefschets will
also be interested in it. I send also a copy of
oy reply; also a long letter which I have just had
from Courant, with copy of my reply. With all good
wishes,

Sincerely yours,
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Fine Hall

Princeton University
Princeton, ¥.J.
ACB - B
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Dear Professor Veblem:

T am enclosing some correspondence
with Dr. Bender of Chicege. T 4c not swppose
thet it ie of eny irportance. Send me »
suggestion s8 to yvour judgmert ebout it.

Sincersely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oewnld Veblen
Fine Hell

Princeton "niversity
Princeton, Yew Jersoy

AF/MCE
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February 20, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I return herewith the letters from Tisdale and Courant, having
shown them to Lefschetz and Alexander., With regard to the Courant
letter and your reply, Lefschetz makes the remark that it probably
will not be long now before the censor will be interfering with such

letters.,

I feel, by this time, that I have a pretty clear picture of
| Weyl's state of mind with the exception of the one point which I

mentioned in my last letter to you.

Yours sincerely,

O st Ve

OV/AF
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February 17, 1933.

Dr. Abrsham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

e I think I shall probably do nothing about Dougles. He seems to
b fih be getting on aptly with his work at his home in Brooklyn and at present
‘ I am inclined to think it is better not to disturb him. I expect to
see him, however, at a meeting of the Mathematical Society at the mnd of

next week.

As to Professor Simmons, the main work that he is doing here is

with me. He is of only moderate ability but working in a direetion in
N\which I can help him without much trouble to myself. I am not enthsi=-
,astic at the idea of having him put down as our first student. I should

be quite satisfied if it were your decision that the Institute does not

open until next October and that such records as we keep will begin then.

I should add that Simmons has had no previous connection of any sort with
 Princeton.

I have looked over the secretarial applications and talked over
the telephone with Mrs, Creasey, who has been Dean West's secretary in
the Graduate School office as long as I can remember, She tells me that
Miss Perry is extremely competent in all the ways deseribed in the letters
of recommendation. There were, however, difficulties between her and
other members of the force.

I am returning along with this material, the correspondence with

Miss Howarth. It would be a great advanta

ge to have someone with as
an education and secientific backeground as she possesses. But T su;;OESOd
it is questionable whether she could handle the stenography work.
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The faet is that our work can be handled by anyone who is a
good stenographer and willing to take pains over details. It would
be a great advantage if she knew some mathematics and a still greater
¢ one if she had a eemmand of French and German. I em inclined to think
that we will get a more satisfactory result if I leave the choice to
| you and Mrs. Bailey.

I spent last evening composing an answer to a letter from Weyl.

He wrote from Berlin where,as he said, he was in the hands of a nerve
specialist, He seems still to be in a state of mental depression and
bad health. He feels that he has treated you and everyone else very

' badly and gave me something of an analysis of what has been and is his
state of mind. It agrees quite well with what we heard from Courant
and also with a letter which I had a week ago from Mrs. Weyl. I am
sti1l not clear, however, as to whether he feels that his final cable-
gram was a mistake due to his depression or whether in accepting he
was agting contrary to his deeper nature. I wrote him a reassuring
letter and told him a good deal about what has been done over the
personnel question,

Yours sincerely,

Ot L.

oV/AF
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET

NEW YORK. N. Y.

February 15, 1933.
Mrs. Esther Bailey
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.
Dear Mrs. Bailey:

7ill you please send a copy of Bulletin
number 2 to the following address:

Vivian Eberle Spencer v e B
Webster Hall £ S
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Yours sincerely,

Otk

OV/AF
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Dear Professor Vebleny

I have yours of the 13th. lirs, Bailey will send you a supply
of the new bullotin wvhea it i2 ifsouved, in staped envelopes as you suge
gest. |

In refepence to Professor Simuons: it seems to me this is al-
together a question of fact. If he has agtuslly been doing his work
nmeinly with you, theve 1s no veason why he should not be called a stue
- dent in the Institute, On the other hamd, I should not like to grant
his request out of sheer amisbility. Nould you have talken hin or not?
| Is he the sort of person who =111 do us credit as our firet student?
Has he done most of his work a4t Princeton in the Princeton growp or
with you? We ought to be very careful I think as to the readiness
with vhich we lend the name of the Institute to persons who may wish
to be enrolled in it,

Always sincerely,
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Prof. Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton Univorsity

Pringceton, ¥.J.
AP GB
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February 13, 1933.

Dr. Abrsham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I have the applications for the clerical job which you sent me but
have not had a chance to look at them yet and may not get to them for a
couple of days. I am not sure that we need a full time person for this
work.,.

Pleasse say to Mrs. Bailey that I have no addresse® to suggest at
present for Bulletin No. 2 but that it might be well to s2nd me a small
supply of these Bulletins, It perhaps would be a good idea to enclose
some of them in stamped envelopes ready to address and send out from here
as occasion arises.

Yours sincerely,

) snnld VMo

P. S. There is a Professor Simmons of Northwestern University here work-
ing with me this term and he raises the question whether there is not some
way of having himself enrolled as a student in the Institute. He would

like to say that he has been such a student. I think there are likely to
be a number of such cases and it might be well to think of some procedure,

OV/AF
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February 8, 1933

M Gear Profeszcr Vebleng

We shall bYe very glad to send Bulletin
Hoe 2 to anybody you may neme in this commtiry or in
Eurcpe. e have alrsady on the maillingllist of course
our ovn staff and the persons to whom we are making
grante in aid.

If Professor Alerander has any suszestions,
I chall be happy if you will let me have them also.

Sincerely yours,
Professor R/ THER g. BAILE!

Fine Hall, Prizecton University
Princeton, New Jersey
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February 7, 1933

Dear Professor Vebleng

This is a line to confimm our conversa=
tion in roference to Pontrjagin., It is understood
that Lefschetz will conduct the negotiations with
him in the bope of bringing him te the Institute next
year by means of a grant in aid.

Sineerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, Wew Jersey

AF:ESB
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Dr. Abraham Flexmer
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Thanks for forwarding the note about Miss Howarth. I have also
received a letter from Shapley. I fear that the requirement for
stenography and typewriting will exclude her.

On Saturday Lefschetz was talking with me about Pontrjagin. He
is convinced that if we wait until Tisdale comes over, it will be too
late to get anything done for next year. He says that any arrangements
made with the Russian authorities require a lot of time and nogotiating.
I think he is right. Also I think that there is very little chance of
Tisdale doing snything because the Pontrjagin case runs counter to so
many of his general prejudices. Lefschetz and Alexander would like to
talk with you about the case some time.

Yours sincerely,

(D el Ve loe

OV/AF
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February 6, 1932

Dear Professor Vebleng

I am enclosing & letter vhich I have just dictated
to Professor Gbdel.

I shouvld not think the personal assistants to the
profesgors ought to be included in the $15,000 to be used for
the gfants in ald., This fund should be regarded as grants
in aid to persons not officislly comnected with the Inmstitute
but rather as having permanont connections elsewhere. The
Ixecutive Comittee apcropfiated $1,500 for Dr, Torrancs.
Your assistant will also be provided for ia the anmual budget,
ag well as Einstein's assistant.

With all good wishes,

Sineerely yours,
AERAHAM FLEANER
Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, Mew Jersey

AF3 RSB
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February 4, 1933.

Dr, Abrsham Flexner
Institate for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I return herewith the very pleasing letter from Dr. Riddell.

I find that those colleagues here who know something about the Weyl
affair imnmediately feel very much better about it when they hear that he and

his family were suffering from the grippe. As a metter of fact, the grippe
often seems to have a depressive after effect,

Yesterday I received a letter from Goedel definitely accepting the L
appointment, So I think it is now in order for you to write him an official . i
letter, His appointment was to be for one yeer at $25000, Also we agreed _
that $500 was to be set aside for his travelling expensea.\*---‘\., Lk " ")

A
L.

This leaves the Wilder appointment as the only one of this group which
has not been definitely eoncluded. I wish now to raise the question whether
the personal assistents to professors are included in the $15,000 which is to
be used for these appointments. If so, the fund is practieally exhsusted when
we meke allowance for Wilder and the three assistants.

Yours sincerely, MZ%A
P. S. Godel's address is: Josephstaetterstrasse 43, Vien 8, Austria,

OV/AF
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February 1, 1933

Dear Prefaessor Veblem

Many thapks for yours of Jamary 31. Ve shall give Alexander not
only a period but a separate paragraph, as you suggest.

I am returning the letter from Courant, which is thoroughly satisfactory,
and also a copy of a letter which I am writing him this morning. I am glad to
know that you yourself have writtem Weyl. Please do everything inm your power
to budiz him wp, I heard last night from Aydelotte that Weyl's physician had
ferbidden his coming to Swarthmore. I do not see that anyone is to be blamed.
Certainly we put no pressurs won Veyl to come, and his colleagues put no prese
eure woon him to stay. The incident is one of those unfortunate things which
can only be deplored, The string of ovents was begun by eyl hinself when he

| qutq you that he would lilkte %o reconsider his declination of the Princeton
| offer, All we caa do now 1s to help restore Lis worale,

The nemes of Thomas and van Kampen should, I think, be printed in
next yearts bulletin as persons who have been assoclated with the Institute
during the past year. Vo institution prints the nammse of the students expected

| during the coming years I should mot think that they ought to be counted as
' members of the staff but rather as weu whom we have assisted to come to Princeton

in order to work with you and your associates, but that is 1ittle more than a
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Frofesscr Veblen Tebruary 1, 1933

verbal distinction. .
With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM Firx

P.S.

You will be interested in the enclosed note received frem the head of
the British Division whé appoints the Commonwealth Fund fellows in Purepe.
May I ask you to return 1t? AT,

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, Vew Jersey

A ESP
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January 31, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I have read over the copy of Bulletin number 2 and find nothing te
eriticize except that on page 3 Alexander and Einstein seemed to be separated
only by a semi-colon. I think it might be better to put them into separate
paragraphs.

I enclose herewith a letter from Courant which I think helps a great
deal to explain the VWeyl history.

Last night I met Professor Dresden of Swarthmore during the inter-
mission of the Philadelphia orchestra concert. Dresden told me that they
had had a cablegram from a physician in Berlin saying that Weyl is too ill
to fill his engagement at Swarthmore. I wrote Weyl a short note to go by

| the Europa this morning but I fear it won't help much.,

To return to Bulletin number 2, I notice that you have made no mention
of the appointments like those of Thomas and van Kampen that have been de-
finitely arranged. Does that mean that you do not want to count them as
members of the staff of the Institute or does it simply mean that you would
rather wait until a fuller list of such appointments is availsble?

OV/AF
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Jenunry 31, 1933

Dear Professor Voblens
!nmmuamornmtlsmuﬂu
| fras Profescor Morse, I feel very certain that if we play our
cards skilfully, we shall establish an effective coperation
'nmmwm.
Thank you very much for sending me a copy of
Professor Blakeslee's lotters I 4o not feel that at the
moment this is & fieldio which we can stray, though I thisk
we ought to keep our minds open for migque opportumities,
¥ith all good wishes,

Vory sinevely JAWANAM FLEXNER

P.S.
At your convenience won't you please return the letter
from Dean Richardson? Yo hurry. AYs

Professcr Oswald Veblen
Tine Hall, Princeton University
Princston, New Jersey

AMESB
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Director of the Institute

January 30, 1933,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

The letter from Blakeslee of which I am enclosing a copy seems to me
to bring up an extremely interesting proposition. Conklin tells me that
Blakeslee's work does much the same for plants that Morgan's does for
animals. He regards Blakeslee as a man of the first rank.

I have answered Blakeslee's letter by saying that I am sending
you a copy of his letter which I know that you will treat confidentally
and that I understand your poliey not to go into fields which require much
equipment during the first years of the Institute.

I have never heard you say, however, whether your general policy
in this matter would be modified by opportunities to get man whom you
really want.

Yours sincerely,

O ot L.

OV/AF
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January 28, 1933
Dear Professor Beblemg
I heard favorably from varnKampen, whose
grant in aild is to begin October 1, 1833,
I enclose copy of the letter which I am
writing Bliss,
With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEANER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

ATy ESB
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of
MATHEMATICS

Jenuary 27, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I enclose a letter from Bliss which has just arrived and would
suggest that the next move is for you to write to Bliss stating our
proposition. I understand that proposition to be that Albert be
given a grant in aid of $2000 for our academic year 1933-34, I have
talked with Alexander and von Neumann and they both faver the Albert
appointment,

Yours sincerely,

el hib e

oV/AF
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Jammary 27, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens
I have yours of Jamary 26, There could be
no more striking contrast than 1s afforded by the commmni-
cations from Morse and Bliss., I feel reasonably certain
that we can educate American universitiss to coBperate with
us if we proceed quietly, wnostentaslonsly, and of course do
a suwperior job. On the other hand, if our present policy
proves futile, we shall have to think again, I camnot
| refrain from pointing out that Morse does not appear to have
the slightest feeling of responsibility for Currler or for
. mathematies. Your brief note te him is admirable.
7ith all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,
AGRARAM FLERNES
PeSa
Vie must of course all be very careful to say nothing in
eriticism of Harvard or any of the institutions beyond these
highly confidentisl commmications between ourselves,
Professor Oswald Veblen Wik

Fine Hall, Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AF3 6B
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of
MATHEMATICS

January 26, 1933,

Dr, Abrsham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexmer:

Many thanks for your letter defining the procedure with re-
gard to junior appointments. I now feel that I understand clearly
what can be done in further cases that are likely to arise and also
that we ere pretty sure to have the right sort of group of younger
men with us. -

Your letter to Morse seems to me an admirable statement of
policy and I think there is a fair chance that we may be able to
live up to it, I enclose herewith a letter from Morse which was
awaiting me on my return home last night and also my reply to it
which was dictated before I feceived your letter.

Ancther enclosure is s copy of a telegram from Bliss which
was awalting m on my arrival and also my reply to it. I think you
will be pleased to see that your policy is espparantly going to work
out in this case,

Yours sincerely,

O/ywv-u ybﬂé—a "
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N

For Dr. Flexner

Gopy of a telegram from Bliss and my reply.
D.V.

Professor Oswald Veblen
Princeton University
Princeton, N. J,.

Qur University authorities would probably give Albert leave
for next college ysar and pay half salary. Would expeet him to be
in residence summer guarters nineteen thirty three and four. His
salary is four thousand,? Let us know your decision as soon as possible.
Am writing more fully.

(signed) G. A. Bliss.

Professor G, A, Bliss
University of Chicagoe
Chicago, Ill.

Have no doubt that Institute will pay Albert two thousand dollars.
Will communicate with Flexner and make arrangements as soon as I get
your letter.

(signed) 0. Veblen.
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January 25, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens
Ia organisiag tho School of Mathematice for the next academie
year you and Professor Alexandey, who are now on the gromnd, can feel that
you have at your dispesal $15,000 to be wsed for grants in ald, fellowships,
assistants, or loans, as you ses flt, I shall at the April meeting of the
/ Board aslk a further appropriation of §$5,000 to be plased at your disposal
 for what you call "minor appointments®,
‘ If you will let me lmow, I will infom the Treasurce as to
I'hthom are vhom you have sclected and how snd when remittances
are to De made begiming with the nert scadenic year,
For the present I have the feeling that we should in the case
of these tamorary or short-temm appointments avold titles beyond those included
in the actual resolutionsiof the Board. The experience of the next few years
, will doubtless help us in declding detalls as yet undeternined,
With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen
Pine Hall, Princeton University ABRAHAM FLEXNFR
Princeton, New Jersey

AT BSB
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Princeton, N. J.
January 24, 1933.

Dr, Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

J It is easy enough to put Einstein's statement into English but when
'it comes to elaborating, I confess that I am stuck. He says absolutely
nothing as to whether he intends to give any lectures or have anything in
the mature of a Seminar. Indeed he merely says that he intends to work
with Mayer in a certain field. Interestingly enough, this is a subject on
which I lectured in Princeton a year ago and shall probably be taking up
again in my Seminar this year and next. My translation of what he says
would be as follows.

"Professor Einstein and Dr, Mayer intend to discuss the theory of
spinors and their application to field theory".

I can see haow unsatisfactory this is for yomr purposes but I don't
believe it would be safe to elaborate it further until Einstein has said
something about what he actually is going to do. It is my belief that you
do not want for your pamphlet what a man intends to do in his own research,
What you really want is a statement of what he will do to mske himself access-
ible to students and others. Perhaps Einstein would be willing to give you
something more satisfactory if you sent him a copy of the manuserint for the

/| Bulletin as it exists at the present time.

I am sorry but your letter dated the 2lst dnly arrived a few minutes
ag0. I wrote yesterday the letter to Morse of which I sent you a copy.

With regard to the men whom we are inviting here for one year, I
- think it is a mistake to assume that the benefits will accrue only to them
i and to the universities to which they are attached., We have been doing

this sort of thing with the research funds in Princeton on a smaller seale

' for many years and have found that it was very stimulating to our own work,
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Dr, Flexner 2o

I think we must learn by experience how much it is necessary to do in order

to attract such men. I should, of course, like to make the funds reach as

far as possible but I don't think what has thus far been proposed is extra-

vagant. If we can establish the principle that the universities who send
| us men for a year are commited to take them back at the end of that year, we
pill certainly be able to handle the junior personnel problem much more cheaply
than we otherwise could,

What you say about the form of government impresses me very strongly.

™~ ! My owm position is simply that we should give the people who administer our
| funds for us as little power as is consistent with efficiency. You are

| doubtless a better judge than I of how far it is necessary to go.

I am eonvinced that a Congressional investigation of Americen universi-
| ties would uncover much warse conditions than any royal commission ever; found
in the English universities, 1In fact, I imazine that there ere few business
organizations, if any, which have not needed reorganization from time to time

during the last 50 or 100 years.

On all these questions I feel fairly well at ease now that we have a
good start and expect to know more about them after a couple of years.

2

Oreeadd il lon

OV/AF
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Joxwary 24, 1933

Dear Professor Vebleng

I enclose a copy of the letter which I have just
written van Kampen.

I shall leave the matier of the nomimation of
younger men for the Americenm Mathematlical Soclety entirely
te you and your associates,

| I think we shall have to walt wen Tisdale. As
you know, he will bde in Americe in April, end I lipe we may
prevail upon him to sct at that time,

I assume thet Lefore going further with lorse in
the metter of Currier you will mslc sure that Harvard will
do for him what Princeton is doing for Thomas,

VYery sineersly yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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Princeton, N. J.
January 23, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
100 East 42nd Street
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I presume that the question of nominations for the American
Mathematical Soeciety under the Institute's Sustaining Membership
may as well go over until next year. We can use it to naminate
younger men who are attached to the Institute for membership in the

SOCiBtyo

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter of acceptance from van
Kempen. May I suggest that it is now in order to notify him offi-

cially of his appointment?

I enclose also a letter from Tisdale which please return when
you are through with it., I feel that if he waits until next summer
that will be too late for next year, I should like very much to

have Schnirlemann and Pontryagin here for our first year.

I also enclose a copy of a letter that I have written to Morse,

Yours sincerely,

oald Vbl

OV/AF
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Princeton, N, J.
January 23, 1933,

Professor Marston Morse
Harvard University
Cembridge, Massachusetts.

Dear Morse:

I have talked with Ir., Flexmer about Currier and find that

 in order to obtain consideration for him, it will be neceasary to

have definite assurance that there will be a place at Harvard for

| him to return to. 'This is being done in all analogous cases and
there geeme to be no reason for making an exception of Currier.

It looke now ms though we should have a very good group of
younger men next year. In the course of the negotiatiocns that have
tnken place, we have arrived at much more definite ideas as to how
to handle matters. I hope very much thet we cen establish good
working relations with Harvard as we seen to be doing with every=-
one else,

Yours sincerely,

ov/ar
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Dear Professor Veblems

I have been giving a good deal of thought to your letter of Jamuary 18
and to the long conversation which we had on the day following, Let me lay before
you the results of ny cogltations,

1. As to the form of govermment. In Germeny and France ikere is 2 govern-
mental agency and in (Qermany a curator which relieve the famlty of am lmmense
amount of administrative detall. In Oxford and Cambridge everything is done by
the dons but with the result that in the last half century or so three times Royal
Commissions have been eppointed which have overhouled the universities, In addi-
'tion, Curzon, when he was Viee-Chancellor in Oxford, wrote a sobihing eriticimm of
the university and in the last year or two a voluntary committes hes been formed,
Ludow of Oxford men, only a few of whom are done, for the purpose of criticising
and improving the conduet of the univeralty. It does not seam to me therefore
that either the continental universities-or the ¥nglish universities can be quoted
in favor of an arrangement for throwing everything upen the professers, loreover,
if I can judge from the =mount of werl, moetly useless, thatl passes over uy desk,

I do not see how 2 group of scientiste can manage a going and growing institution
without serious sacrifice of their worls, At this moment, for ezauple, in the Instie
tute the membors of the School of Mathematies would not only be thindn: of mathematics
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and answering a lot of mail and inquirles with which they really do not need to be

| bothered, but they would be discuseing what we should do mext - classics, history,

. econcmies, or what mots The scheme under which we are proceeoding aims to place

e professors in positions of dignity and responsibility, to give them freedom from
adninistrative duties, an adequate part in the develoment of the institution while
at the same time utilizing laymen who can render important service, and someone whose
main taslc it is to plan for future developments. I do not Imow whether this will
work out or not, btut it seaus to me superior to the American or to the foreigm organie
zations so far as 1 Imow them.

2. I cannot satisfy myeelf that it is right to give the name of essociate
to persons to whom we make grents in ald, for it does not seem to me to be fair.

' They belong to other institutions. They come %o us primarily as workers. While
the title of associates may liprove thelr siftuation at the end of a year when they
leave, I'cannot help asking myself whether that ie & thing te which we ought to be

/ a party. Persons of this kind should, I thinlk, be slmply listed as receiving grants
in aid, It will thus be understood that the rest of their means are derived from

other souvrces.

Your letter doos mot state precisely what you have in mind regarding
elther Albert or Currier, but I do not belleve that I could recommend to the Board
that we should simply malke an sppropriation - which is what it amounte to - to

| | Harvard and the University of Chicage in order to enable tham to send Currier and
Albert to worlk with us at Princeton. These are both rich institutions, thoroughly
able to give their men additional epportunities, of which they themselves will reap
the benefity The institutions and the men should between them make the sacrifice,
We have undertaken te deal somewhat differently with vanKampen, whether soundly or

not I am not eurecs
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Professor Veblen Jamary 23, 1937

I fecl strongly the importance of the point which I made as we
were parting last weelk, namely, that we mist proceed slowly in order to be as
certain as we @ntht we set no precedents which will have to be undone or
regretted,

vith all good wishes and high regard,

Sineerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblea ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Fine Hall

Princeton University

Princeton, New Jersey

AFeEEB
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Jammry 21, 168¢

Decr Professor Veblens
I an sending you a lotter {rem Professor
Binstein, Will you pleace put it inte Eanglish and
verhaps eleborate it somewhat in a way that Hinatein
would sporove?
lay I ask you to do nothing further in refore
ence to Currier wntil you hear from me? I Lave been
F_tumingurer in oy uind everything that we tallked about
the othey day, and some new points of view have ocourred
I}"to me which I want to swlmit to you for consideration.
Very sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Frofessor Oswald Veblea
Fine Hall

Princeton Univeresity
Pringeton, New Jersey

AF RSB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

OFFICERS (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

LOUIS BAMBERGER
President
MRS, FELIX FULD

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42np STREET

Vice-President NEW YORK, N. Y.
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON

Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

Treasurer

IRA A. SCHUR
Assislant Treasurer

FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary

ESTHER S. BAILEY
Assistant Secrelary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Instilute

TRAUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MRS, FELIX FULD

JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
HERBERT H. LEHMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

Princeton, N. J.
Jenuary 18, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexmer:

This letter is intended as a sort of memorandum for your use in

studying the junior personnel problem.

T.Y.THOMAS

Associate Professor T. Y. Thomas has been granted leave of ab-

sence at half pay ($2250)for next year by the Princeton Trustees.

I

would suggest that it is now in order to notify him of his appointment

in the Institute for one year at the same salary.

GOEDEL

I have received Goedel's telegram of acceptance and I am waite

ing for a letter before proposing sny further action.

VAN KAMPEN

I have heard from Professor Murnaghan this morning that van HKampen's
leave of absence has been arranged, but I have not yet heard from Van

Kampen himself,

R. L. WILDER

I heard a few days ago from Wilder that the Head of his Department
is taking steps to secure leave of absence at half pay for him and hopes

to put it through at an early date.

A. A. ALBERT
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I wrote a cautiously worded letter to Bliss to find out whether
they would give him leave of absence at half pay and if so, what the
amount would be, Before sending the letter, I received the inclosed
letter from Dickson. I then added a paragraph to my letter to Bliss
saying that there was, of course, the danger that Albert would become
better known, and in perticular, would become better known to the Princeton
llgroup but that I thought that this was a risk we ought always to take on
gehalr of a younger man. In point of faet, Albert is a prominent candi-

ate for one of the wvacancies in Princeton.

J. L. VANDERSLICE

I am very well satisfied with the work that Vanderslice is doing
for me and shall want to keep him on at least one year more whether he
gets his degree this year or not,

PALEY

I have heard a great deal about Paley from Hardy who regards him as
the best man that they have had at Cambridge since Littlewood. He has a
Rockefeller Fellowship this year and is collaborating with Norbert Weiner
on a piece of work which they started while Weiner was in Cambridge last
year. It.had not occurred to me that Paley would want to stay away from
Cambridge more than one year but I received a letter a few days ago from
Tamarkin (Brown) suggesting him for the Institute. If he wished to come,
he would certainly be a great addition to our group and would contribute an
element in which we are at present week,

‘CURRIER

I enclose a letter from Morse about Currier. One of the papers,
which Morse refers to impresses me as a very good one and I know that Von
Neumenn feels the same way about it, It seems to me, however, that the
Harvard people ought to commit themselves more strongly on the question of
taking him back at the end of the year.

SEIDEL

Seidel is the man from Harvard who wrote to you directly end sent
you a copy of one of his papers which you turned over to me. It is out-
side my field of interest but Von Neumsnn has undertaken to loock it over.

. The Harvard people regard him and Currier as about equal and next after
Whitney among the younger group.
NATIQNAL RESEARCH FELLOWS

There are several men who have written or been suggested to me, but
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in
who all seem to be/tha National Research Fellowship stage. I have
replied to all these by intimating that they would do better to apply
for National Research Fellowships. If there are any good ones among
these who do not receive National Research Fellowships, I may want to
bring them to your attention,

BARDEEN

Mr. Bardeen is coming to see me and Dean Eisenhart next Monday.
I judge that he ought to try to get into Princeton as a graduate student.

BLEICK

If Mr, Bleick gets his doctor's degree at Johns Hopkins, I am
now thinking that it might be best to admit him as a student in the
Institute and perhaps to give him a small fellowship. I should think
that Von Neumann's course of lectures would be exactly what he needs,
There would be no point in his being a candidate for a degree in Princeton
if he has already received his Ph, D, from Johns Hopkins.

H, LEVINSON

I heard about Levinson several years ago from Bliss and the im-
pression that remains with me is that he is a man of only moderate ability.
The book on relativity has never made any impression so far as I know.

I will, of eourse, look it over more carefully if you wish when it comes.
I feel practieally sure that Levinson is not to be classed with the people
whom we consider seriously. If he were to be considered in any capacity,
I should think it would be Einstein who would have to be consulted., I

am returning the.letter from Mr. Becker herewith.

H, E, HOWARTH

I enclose herewith a letter from a Miss Howarth which strikes
me as rather interesting. If she is a good enough stenographer and
would like to take on the secretarial work which will be needed by the
mathematical group, I think it might be worth while to try her,

I hope to see you tomorrow morning and to talk with you about some
if not all of these cases and also to get some idea as to the limita-
tions which it is now evident that you will have to set,
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Dr., Flexnes ' 4,
ADDENDUM

I find on reading this over that I have forgotten to
men tion McShane, who is now at Gottingen as am assistant to
Courant and is highly recommended by several of the analysts.

Also I have said nothing about the five Russians whom
we spoke about and who are to be classed with Goedel.

Yours sincerely,

O IR y .,

ov/AF
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

DUPLICATE

January 13, 1933.

Professor 0. Veblen
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Professor Veblen:

I was very pleased to have your letter
of Jenuary 7 and to learn that there is an opportunity of my
obtaining a fellowship of $2500 at the Institute for Advanced
Study. On telking it over with Professor Murnaghen, I find that
it is possible for me to obtain leave of sbsence from The
Johns Hopkins University for the academic year 1933 - 1934.
Accordingly I am very glad to accept this fellowship.

Yours sincerely,

E.E.van Kampen.
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January 13, 1933

Dear Professor Veblenmg

I enclose a copy of a letter which I have written Dean Richardson,

The Ruse case does not seem to me %o be a strong one for an ontright
grant in ald amommting to,say, $1500. X thirdk: we should walt to see whether
Bisenhart is able to meke some sort of emchange.

I had a plessant interview with vonVeumsmm this movaning, end I
anticipate no difficultles whatscaver in concluding arrargements regarding him,

I have cabled Weyl as followss

"Mesigetion agcepted, Please Togard matter as
confidential until you receive my letter written
today. 4 retuming yjour letter of third maopened.”

T have written a letter of whish the enclosed is a copy.

I am sorry that I had %o cancel my scceptence of Mre, Diserhart's
favitation for the other night, but I have had a very heavy wesk and find that
en sppointmont had beex made for dimner, which I cannot pessibly change,

I shall be seelng you and VWrs, Vablen at the Philharmenie on Thursday
evening.

With all good wishee,

Sincerely yours,

o] ﬂ, H."Q

Professor Oswald Veblen R AHA 34 Fi
Fine Wall, Princeton University
Princeton, Yew Jersey
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Department of
MATHEMATICS

ohplf ls foe

/

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

January 11, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
100 East 42nd Steeet
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I enclose herewith copies of letters which I have

\y dictated to Mr. Bardeen and Dr. Ruse. I should really

like very much to have Dr. Ruse come here because he is
working in exactly the same field as I am and he has not
yet had any proper guidance. I thought, however, it might
be better to wait before suggesting anything to you until
other possibilities were exhausted. I enclose his letter
to me which please return to me when you have read it.

This morning I had a cabelgram of acceptance from
Godel. This is a eomittment of $2500 for salary and $500
for travelling expenses, as you know.

The action with regard to the Annals and the Mathe=-
matical Society is very satisfactory. It is important to
notice that it is with the American Mathematiecal Society
that we are dealing and not with the Mathematical Association.
The latter is the name of a quite different organization. The
proper way to handle this is to write to Dean R. G, D.
Richardson, Browa University, the Secretary of the American
Mathematical Society and say that the Institute desires to
apply for a Sustaininz Membership in the Society and under-
takes to pay dues of $200 a year for five years,

I shall have to be in Philadelphia most of Saturday
for a meeting of the Committee on Policy of the American
Philosophical Society but I am looking forward to seeing
you at Eisenharts on Saturday evening, This Comhittee has
scmething to say about the disposal of a million or two of :
dollars which was left to the Society by the late Mr. Penrose,D

Yours sincerely,

o A e S N s hentl Vb,

OV/AF-
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Jamary 11, 1933

Dear Professor Veblens

I have yours of the tenth with the enclosed
correspondence with Bliss, which I am returning herewith,
0f course, we cammot poseibly try to gather in all the
good peopls, tut if you think that Albert can get releaced
with half pay, I think we might make him a grant in aid,
provided the sum i3 not %oo larges. Your letter contains
no mention of his present financial arrensements with
Chica-oe

I retura herewith your letter to Tisdale and
other letters.

With all grod wishes %o you and Mrs, Vablen,

Very sincerely yours,
SARA HAM WhIEA DR

Professor Oswald Veblen
Prineceton University
Fige Hall

Princeton, New Jersey

AFyESB
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Department of
MATHEMATICS

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

January 10, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
100 EBast 42nd Street
New York City.

Dear Dr., Flexner:

I enclose herewith an exchange of letters with Bliss,
It is only the part which refers to Albert that I am interest-
ed in showing you at present but I thought it might be well
for you to see exactly what I had written to Bliss and what his
responses are.

You will recall that Albert is a man who is of interest
to us from several points of view. I think it would be wise
to do the same thing with Albert that we are doing with Thomas.

LY

Please return the letters as soon as possible because
I have not enswered any part of the letter from Bliss and would
rather not do so until I hear what you think about the Albert
matter.

Yours sincerely,

Oairstd Vblon

OV/AF

-
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Jenuery 10, 1933

DNesr Professor Veblen:
4% the Boerd meeting yesterdey it was voted

1) to contribute $200 a yeer for a period of five years to the
American Methematical /sseedietion <. -

2) to contribute §2,000 & yesr for e period of five years
tovards the expenses connected with the publication of
the Annsls of Mathematics under the joint editorship of the
Princeton methemstical faculty snd the School of Nathemst-
ics of the Imstitute.
Both anvropristions were made for e five-year neriod st my sug-
gestion, If things go well, of course they will be continued
indefinitely. If things should not go well, it is easier to
heve them rum ovt then %o heve to terminate them.
7411 you plesse let me know to whom I shall send formal
notice of these two actions?
Always sincerely,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Princeton University
Princeton, W.Jd.

F:GB
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Dear Professor Vebleng

I have been giving almost constant thowsht te the problems
which we discussed on Friday, and last night I had a telephone conversation
with Bigenhart, As & result, I am sending him axd Professor vonlieumann the
letters which I encloses I hope that your judgment will spprove. Ve mmst
look at the entire situation llke staleswen, and I believe that in so doing
we should accamplish the utmost for the cause of mathematlcs. Eisenhart
has been very broad and considerate, and I am anxlous not to be less so.

I find on my desk this moyning yovrs of the 7th with enclosures
of letters to Wilder and ves¥ampen. On reflection I belleve it would be
better for us to call such grants as we wmale "grente in ald" so as to dise-
tingnish them from the Nockefeller or other fellowehipe, This is, however,
a verbel matter which neod give you no concern, in so fay as your two letters
g0« The phrase, "grants in ald", really describes the status of the two men
better, since in both cases we arve alding them and thelr respective universities.

With all good wishes,
Singerely yours,
Pringoton Universtty AGRAHAM FLEXNER

Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

ATh TREM
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of
MATHEMATICS

January 7, 1933.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
100 East 428nd Street
New Yark City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I have just dictated the two letters of which I en-
close copies in accordance with my understanding of our con=
versation yesterday. I have also talked with Professor T.

Y. Thomas of Princeton, who is having sabbatical leave during
the next academic year and told him that the Institute will
taske on the other half of his salary, namely, $2250., Besides
this I sent a cabelgram with paid reply to Menger last night
about the offer to Godel. This is a comittment of £2500 plus
$500 for travelling expenses.

The telephone charges showing on my bill for November
and December which are chargedbleto the Institute amount to
$3.60.

I am feeling quite content today with the idea that a
stable mathematical nucleus in the new Institute is assured.
I intend (eleven o'clock) to send off the cable to Weyl in a
few minutes. I have waited until now on the off chance that
I might hear something to the contrary from you.

Please give our best wishes for a pleasant vacation
to Mrs. Flexner.

Yours sincerely,

O gtV

OV/AF
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January 7, 1933.

Professor R. L. Wilder
1308 Olivia Avenus
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

A
pgne 2T Dear Wilder:

I had a talk with Dr. Flexner yesterday and as a re-
sult I am authorized to make you the following offer. In
case the University of Michigan grants you sabbatical leave
at half pay, the Institute for Advanced Study will give you

\ e position for the academic year 1933-34 at a salary sufficient
| %0 provide the other half, Thus you will be able to spend a
| year in the Institute at the same salary as you would have had

in the University.

The primary purpose of such an appointment would be,
of course, to give you an opportunity to get on with your
scientific work. You would, however, be likely to be czlled
on to help members of the Institute in their work. For example,
there may be some work to do in connection with the Annals of
Mathematics.

I hope this will afford a solutian of your problem.

Yours sincerely,

OV/AF



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Janusry 7, 1933.

Professar E. R. van Kampen
The Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear van Kampen:

I had a chance to talk with Dr, Flexner yesterday and
as a result I sam authorized to offer you a fellowship in the
Institute for Advanced Study at a salary of $8500 for the
academic year 1933-34. This is on condition that you be
given leave of absence from Johns Hopkins University. The
primary purpose of such a fellowship is, of course, to give
you a chance to pursue your own scientific work. You should
expect, however, to cooperate in the work of the Institute.
For exsmple, you may be called on for a certein amount of help
by the Editors of the Annals of Mathematics. Since the In-
stitute is a new thing, no routine has been worked out and we
shall have %o find out what our formal duties are by a process
of experiment.

I em sending a copy of this letter to Frofessar Murnaghan
with whom you will, of ecourse, talk the matter over.

Yours sincerely,

ov/ar
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