
, 

/ 

\ 

DIIolmblll' 10, 1940 

Kr. lJ"a A. 80lmr 
The InaUtv"te for AdYanoed atu.!:r 
1215 Parte I.vel'lll8 
'ev Torle Ctt)-

Deal: Mr. 80hurl 

. I eeM ;rou htll'..,1 th lIOrout:h ot Princeton 

tax bl1le for the firs t aa4 eeoond~'''' of 
-

1941 OD tM propert7 ot !Tofea.or John ~n !f8ImaM, 

26 lIeatcott Road, Prinoeton. New JlIl'ley. 

S1 nClIl'elJr :ronrl. 

ISll 

r 

30., . y O I fv-h..t 

• 

I -

I 
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,Sent by registered mail 

liarch 6, 1940 

Iir. Ira A. Schur 
The Inati tute r~X' AliVlUlced Study 
~Pa1'kb_ 
New York 011iY 

iq dear Ur. Schurl 

I lUll very happy to send to you heren th 

~ ""'-'--.....-.J-1,.o, I.- If 

/ tJ-h. ~.J!. __ . 

the life 1 Buranco pollcy of Professor Jolln von Neumann -
and the a81!ignment of tho policy to the Institute for 

Adva."1ced Study - HOllie Life nsur/mee Company, Pol1cy tlo . 

448,1ao, amount ~1.3,5OU .OO . 

• 

Very trul¥ youra, 

t.t> I HeR 8. fJIIA.tlt 

Seoretary 

, 
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Tl..L\.SU .. n 
'.unl.t. D. LtlOOOOal 

AIIUT ... NT nlASu .... 

I .......... lCHU. 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

..... LOW .... I,lIu.en "'''0 lot .... nux PU1.D FOUlfDAnON 

OFFICE OF T HE TREASURER 
1 25 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

~s. ~sther 3. Dailey 
Institute for Kdvanced vtudy 
l 'rince"ton, .,. J. 

~ dear ~s. nailey: 

....arch 7, 1940 

It affords me great pleasure to aCknowled~e 
receipt of your letter of ~rch 6th and ~rofessor 
von ~eumann's life insurance policy . The absence of 
this policy from our files caused us a great deal of 
anxiety during the past year. 

ith kindest personal re ards, I am 

yours, 
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, 

loIr. Ira A. Sohur 
125 Park AWIlM 
Re'I7 York 01ty 

!.If dear ib'. SohUl" 

SeptaQber 14. 19Ss 

Thanlc you_tO!' the oOW 01' your latter 

01' SeptQ:Dbcr 12 to Protellsor von Uewallll. I not. 

JOIII" requeet tor the real estate tax bill. -.nil am 

aanU~ It to ;you l»rewlth. 

I 'AS Barry to haw misaed you when I ,... 

In Bew York on 'l'Iaaclay and rep-et tmt :fOIl had Buoh 

dlt&ulty In I'ROhlUS me anr the tolephone. 

'\'11th all Cood 1I'1IIlwa. 

Sluoarely yours. 

EST~EA 8 , 5I\fU\Y 

EBB-1GB 

Po' s. fhaJlk:1011 al80 tar aeud1111 80 promptly the 
oboe1&: for petty ouh. 
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'fO 
Prote .. or ~II lftnll!lal'" R ; R!OltJI 

• A. ill .. 

Qripnol IlIOn flf rq 1. 1939 

or' &II of .Jul7 31. 1948 

'VI} -_ _ _ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

TaaASUUI. 

IAMUI.L D. Ll!fOltSDOIlT 

ASnSTAWT TaIASUAII. 
1M A. SCHUl. 

Professor john von 
The Institute fo 
20 Nassau treet 
Princeton, N. ~. 

ML LOW IlAMUI.C.1. AND Wu. nux POLO t'OUWDAi10N 

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 

125 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Jieumann 
!!ed tudy 

September 12, 1939 

dear Professor von Heumannl 

In answer to yours of August 19th, 1 am enclosing a 
statement of advances made for your account by the -Institute· 
totaling $26 .328.26. 

In your summary you ention an it for • Beck, 
architect, for 220.00. .e have not received a bill for thia 
to date. If you have paid this bill, please advise. 

If you have received the real estate tax bill, will 
you Is se send it to e, as we will need it to BY the last 
quarter of the 1939 tax. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

81ncere'1j yours. 

j/ 
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Professor John von Heumann 

In Aooount With 

The Institute for Advanoed Study 

Advanoes J.la.de to September 12, 19391 

Ilay 4, 1937 Evans, ~ore & Woodbridge . 502.68 , 

June 3, 1937 Evans, ~ore & Woodbridge 1,000.00 , 

Jan. 8, 1938 Charles S. Sineerbeau 26.00 

llar. 2, 1939 Cash 2,000.00 

Apr. 28, 1929 Cash 18,500.00 

June 13, 1939 S. H. Stillwell, Inc. 1,571.47 

July 31, 1939 S. H. Stillwell, lno. 2,455·30 ~ 

Aug. 31, 1939 S. H. Stillwell, Inc. 27? .81 

Total Advanoes 126.J28.26 
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Su •• t . bel" , 19:19 

iAr. Ira A. Sc illll' 
'l't.. UII; tltU,<'" Lor AQvll/lcod Study 
.:JI '· ,....k I,VttP"llfl 

IN", York ~it.1 

• 

troa wr. Vt .llG ..... I.ttr. tI ... p. e l't! in COD activD 

ith the pro rty or Pr" r .. : or .end r ' . J ohn A. 

n.tll4Ir d sb·J.l j "Hy\.r t uelll to y ou 0 l y nUll t 

t Lea to you bT AI i , i f Y Oll ".J. '1" "'" • • 

• li l t . " 

R ,ce . 1.y !I' ur · , 

' . 

• 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 34 / von Neumann, John / Housing 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



J.ugust 26 . laS9 

Dear Joblmie l 

Yoar letter ot _~t 19, enclosing bill for t oe 

final Plf.YHDt due tor rlr. 00 your bOlUe. a been fo ardaQ to 

lie 11 re o I 114ft sent it to oar rn.ASurer wltll .. latter, a con 

of lell I enclose . 

I 811 801"17 t t you ara in Princeton during the hot 

weather. Wa hAve had DO Ii t at al1 here lit tha .u..iaI , and . iDdeed 

t. II r • on tt .. 1UO ..... ~ Coo .er tb&n usual. 

"If are colliIlg down to ... Tor earl,. in SefjWII..ar . lid 

I shall atop 1n t oronto 1n the pa of arranciIIg :yuur l.rotuer' 

affairll . 

ntb all ,ood dahea. in WIlleh lira . Flener Joins, 

Profeasor John yon ReuakDD 
i'aacoClt Inn 
20 Bayal'd Lana 
Princeton, » .. Jarse,. 

AF/ CE 

E'IV .ineere!y, 

ABRAHAM FLEX 

" 
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August 26, 1 S9 

Dear • uti d.=dor.~. 

I c. .endinc TOU herewith a letter tro. Proteaaor 

., n h.\IIIIoQA, , tile tillal blll lor wcn'k on hia bou e on 

w ... tcoi:t Rod. I cI6 not NoYe boore the rtcurea on th nriou8 

tted, 10 that I do not kDo nether the 11(u.re. he 

correct, but Tou will tw.n t ... 

• 111 70U p1_le .end to b1a, to 1'1n8 Hall, i>rlnceton, 

I .. Jer .. y, the 01'. f1p.ree and 01 eelt for tile UIOUDt to .~lch 

be is atit! d toward. the pqaent of t.h1l bU1T If there is • 

dlrrer6Jl"e, all La th1DltS tor.... 11 . be could than add b pwrsonal 

, L. TOil .,re er to pay the blll 1n il, 

Professur YOD IIelil.:U>W1 

O. eok 'or t;le 8IIDUIlt os...... .or over ..nd above hia loan. It. 1a 

apparently 1IIiaatar1al to b1a 10 wilioll ~ tilII final aat.t.l.a .. nt is 

With all l00d wlohu to T0U. d 70ur f'a.a1.l.y , 

1I:r. S. D. Le1d.eadorf 
125 Park Annue 
la. York 01 t;r 

!P/IIOI 

SinoarelY' )'ulU'll, 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 34 / von Neumann, John / Housing 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Institute for Advanced Study 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton 

PEACOCK INN 
20 Bayard Lane 

Princeton, New Jersey 

August 19, 1859 

I am including the contractors final bill for my house at 

26 Westcott Road. 

If I remember correctly, the amount of this bill - $277 .81 -

is about equal to the unused balance of the loan the Institute made to 

me. I think that the figures are about these: Total loan: about 

~,560. Of this for previous payments: about $1,560. Balance ~25 ,OOO. 

Of this in connection 1fi th the purchase of the llOuse at 26 Westcott Road 

and various smaller expenses: $2,000 and ~8,5oo. Paid to contractor 

(5. H. Stillwell, Inc.) to date: about ,fp4 ,050. Paid to architect 

(Y. Beck)l about $220 . Total of these four items $24,770 . Final balance : 

about ~250 .00. This bill: ~272.81. 

If there is a small excess (it seems to me that there is one) 

please charge the difference to me , and I 1fill send you a check for it 

immediately. You would alao oblige me by a precise statement of the 

payments made. 

I am sincerely yours, 

John von Neumann 
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MARTIN L. BECK, Architect 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Certificate No. 3 

To Prof. and Mrs. John von Neumanm, Princeton, New Jersey, Owner 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that S. H. Stillwell, Inc., contractors and builders , 

22 Edgehill Street , Princeton, N. J., are entitled to Two Hundred Seventy-two 

and 81/100 Dollars ($272.81), being the final payment on contract dated 

May 12th, 1939, for renovation, alterations, and additions to residence 

on Westcott Road, Princeton, ll. J. 

Contract $4.287.~U 
Additions $212.36 
Deductions 200.58 4,299.68 
Amt. previously certified 

$4026.87 
Amt.certified today 272.81 4,299.68 

Approved: John von Neumann 

Approved: 

MARTIN L. BECK 
Architect 

August 10, 1939 
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, 

J~ 16, 1959 

1Ir. D. Le14.sdorf 
126 Park .lYe nile 
lit .. York Cl toy 

.,. dear Ilr. lAldesdorC, 

I _ HUd1na you Mre-.. l t.b II te.aent 

of B. 11. Btl well, lIlc •• 22 l/4eh1ll St .... ~, 

Princeton, New Jerlle7, " tor 2728.11 tor r~nOTU-

tlone to rell1denoe ot Protellllor and ilrs . J olm 

yon Me~.la1m' and _terial t'l'oIl JlIII8 2 to .. 
.1" ., 6, lees, tor pqMDt btr the InIlUtute. , 

Very truly yours", 

£STHEf1 ~ , 12At\.A' 

Secretary 

• 

, 
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COrY Princeton , N. J . 
Ju1v 6 , l'5J 

Prof . and Llrs . John von Neumann 

To S . il . STIwJrBLL, INC . 

22 Edgehill Street 

1959 
ienovations to residence No. 26 Westcott Road 

l.abor and material from June 2 , to Jul" 5 , lq~'1. 

P1Ul!l'cing and Heating 
IMson work 
Mill ork 
Painting 
EJ Actrie 'ork 
Building Permi t 
TiLillg WOT'K 

Plat .. Glass 
Weatter Strip~ir~ 
!.inoJeuul 
Copper Screen Wire alia Tacks 
Tin):or Hoof Re;>ldrs 
LUJD~,er 
Building Paper 
i~ails 

Hardware 
Trucking 
Carpenter '-'abor 
Screens and Screen Door 

10 per cent of above cost 

£18 . 57 
,!4 . 711 
J3 . 4 

toS7 . 00 
71.00 

4 . IlO 
~29 . ot 

15.u<
sn .l;o 

124. ' 
5. 82 
1. 7f 

4u.2b 
1.60 
l .12 

52 . 05 
5. 00 

564 . 60 
55 . X 

~2460 .10 
246 . u1 

."2728 . 11 

June 5 , Amount Statement Rendered 
Cash Cr . 

$1571.47 
1571.47 

A >PRUVED FUR PAYAENT 
A I'll. Wll Flexner 

..... 0 _n von Neumann 

O. K. oJ . __ !:·eck, July 8 , 1 )5.1 

Retain '272 . ;'1. (1m oC "inal ... equisi tion) 
,,!.ich will I,e pa"at,le on or herore the Et" dav 
or Aug . 93'1 . 
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JIlly 18, I95!) 

1Ir. 1 D. Le1deedorf 
1:..6 t.rk Avenutl 
New York C1 ty 

I sending you here 1 th bl.lie In 

oonn ctIon with th. r .. Ideno. of Prot •• or John 

wn "sua..nn, for PaylIIel1t by the Institute, a& follow 

h. He .,t1ll."ell., Ino. .2,7..;8.ll 
2~ geh1lJ., treet 
Princeton, H Jers.., 

for r nov tlon8 to resldenoe 
It.bor CI aaterinJ. 
JUlIe 2 - J ill:?, 6, 195 

Il rt1n L. Beck 272.81 
?rinMtoa, Jersey 

10% 0 fin cl requi lUon 
pAyable an or before A~lIt 8,19,9 

Ver,y truly your' • 

ESB • ecr tar,y 
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JUDe f!1 , 1089 

Prof' ISlIor JOt"'l von llllumann 
&IIS.U T" Yem 
?rinoatoo, lie J~rBq 

~ dear Prof essor von YUuaaDn l 

tiill you pl_ 116 sead to 

jaY' . ll'a A. Sohur, T 0 roeUtu tO f r Advanoed Study , 

125 h r&. AYOIIUO , if York 01 ty, YOUI' Ufol iuelaWlce 

POIIIIBll5il)Il o. t u. Institute', r ii 1s noi con-

to nu 00 if yuu. will bring in tw. ..-.llcjI . 

i ith IIW:Ih c.p,>reciuttm, I ,t1Il 

Slncoreq TOur' . 

~STl:iER 8, BAfLEY 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 34 / von Neumann, John / Housing 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



• 

Jbo. Irt. A. Schur 
The Inat.! tute for Adft.llCed Study 
ll6- P A""nua 
11... York City 

Dew Itr. Sohur, 

Thunk you for your lett vr of t hH nineteenth 

eoknowledging r eoeipt of tho doou.ente in oonnectlon with the 

IIOrtc ,II of Prof IIlIor 'Nn lIewa::no "no t he Iniltituu. . I 1t'll1! 

<'orry not to ha. e II en you when I called on BaturcU\y. • 
?rof . lIaor von N" WII' rut 11,.1' lISJ(8d _ to lIand to 

you t he enol osed tax notice. " Ol.. •• " ta u:! _ t lL._t deducti ons 
• 

" i8/USII to Itno« all w_ t bt;lIia t h" lIIOattlly ueduotl.QlU! II to be 

-.de. lie wW ,L..o to a:Jto t h .. coaputo.t lun hiaaelf it 

he knows the baeie . 

With Id.nd r ' I ards , I &8 

1;;1:0 I HER S. BAtLS. 

BSB 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
MR. I.oU~ BAAtHEIlCI!R AND IIoU:S. P1H...IX nJLD FOUNDATION 

TRI!AStIRIIJI. 

M)dtlIlL D. LtIDESDORP' 

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 

1 2S PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

ASSlSTAIoIT T1l£ASUlI!R 

IRA A. SCIIUR .Tune 19, 1939 

ra. Esther S. B&iley, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
20 l'aseau Street, 
-<,rinceton, l!l. J. 

Dear ~rs. Bailey: 

I hereby acknowledbe receipt of the following papers in 
connection with the mortga.;;e of Professor John von Neumann and the 
Institute: 

1 . Bond - John von Neumann and Klara Dan von 1 eumann, 
his wife, to Institute for Advanced Study - Louis 
~berger and hlrs. Felix Fuld Foundation. 

2. ortgage - John von Neumann &nd Klara Dan von N eU!llli.nn, 
his wife, to Institute for .dv need Study - Louie 
Bamberger and ~s. Felix Fuld Foundation dated ~y 
1st, 1939 &nd recorded in the Uercer COQ~ty Clerk ' a 
Office in Book 604 of ,'orteages, pages 529, etc. 

3· 

4. 

5· 

6. 

8. 

bree ent between .To~~ von Neumann and KIara D~n 
von re=nn, his .vife, and the Institute for 
Advanc d Study - Louis BrilllberGer ~nd llrs. Felix 
Fuld Foundation d·ted lay 1st, 1939. 

The Continental Insurance Company Policy #2825 in 
t~e sun of 13,000.00 on dwellins ~nd gardbe of 
Dr. John von neumann hich expires l'ay 1st, 1942. 

United States Fire Insurance Cor. p!1ny N. J. no. 80898 
in the sum of $13,600.00 on dwelling of Dr. John 
von ?eUlJla.nn Which expires lJay 1st, 1942. 

Search for 1:unicipa1 Liens #921. 

United St~tes District Court Search against Sarah F. 
Stoc'kton, Ex., et als dated Jiarch 23rd, 1939. 

l'ni ted ::;tates District Court Search against T .... _ "'<'i:- + 
National ~k of Princeton, Kew Jersey, at £1.1 dated 
llc.y 15th, 1939· 

Real Estate Title Co~pany Search ffl14,649 
~ne First lational Bank of Princeton, l~ 
dated 'arc~ 23rd, 1939. 

::eainst 
.Tersey 
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" , 

Urs. Esther S. Bailey -2- June 19, 1939 

10. Real Estate Title Co~pany Search il15,107 against 
John von Neumann dated May 17th, 1939. 

11. Cancelled lJortgage - Harold ll. Manser and Gay Powers 
~anser, his wife, to First National Bank of Princeton 
dated Fovember 7th, 1935 and recorded in the Mercer 
County Clerk ' s Office in Book 574 of ~ortg8~es, pages 
553, etc. 

Sincere~ yours, 

THE IrSTiWTE FOR ADVAlTCED STUDY 

tant Treasurer 
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Mr. Ira A. Schur 
The InBtitute for Advanced StudT 
125 Park Avenue 
Ie. York City 

liT dear IIr. Schur. 

June 17, 1939 

I lUI Bending to you herewith the 

docuaent. 1n connection .ith the .artca,e ot 
• 

Profe.aor John von leuaann and the covering 1.tt~r 

of IIr. Vandewater. 

Sinoerely yours. 

t.~ I til: I'! " St..ILt" • 

ESB 

.' , 

• 

" 
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W. DOUGLA* *MITH 

EDGAR ••• Mlnt 

LAW OFFICES 

WM. C. VANDEWATER 
P'IR*T NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

PRINCETON . N. J. 

June 12th, 1939. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner, 
20 Nassau Street, 
Prinoeton, New Jersey. 

My dear Dr. Flexner: Re: Institute for Advanoed Study -
John von Neumann 

We are returning herewith the following: 

1. Bond - John von Neumann and Klara 
Dan von Neumann, his wife, to the Institute for Advanoed 
Study - Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld Foundation 
dated Hay 1st, 1939. 

2. Mortgage - John von Neumann Elnd 
Klara Dan von Neumann, his Wife, to the Institute for 
Advanoed Study - Louis Bamberger and ),{rs. Felix Fuld 
Foundation dated Yay 1st, 1939 and reoorded in the Yeroer 
Oounty Olerk's Offioe on Yay 6th, 1939 in Book 604 of 
Mortgages, pages 529, eto. 

3. Agreement between John von Neumann 
and Klara Dan von Neumann, his Wife, and the Institute 
for Advanoed Study - Louis Bamberger and ),{rs. Felix Fuld 
Foundation. 

WDS.OB 
Eno. u 

TI[LEPHONIt 

PRINCIITON 1331 
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• 

Ur. &.leI D. Leld.,cIort 
125 Park A .... nua 
N .. York City 

~ dear Ur. r..14eadort. 

June 10, 19159 

I all send1D& you herewith, (or 

pa,yIMIIt by the IneUtute~ blUe as foL-ow. 

in connection wlth the resid ae of Profeeeor 

John _ lfellMrun 

S. H. St!11well. IDa. '1,611.41 
22 Ed,~hl11 Street 
Princeton, lIIaw Jer e.,. 

IUnoyutions to residenae 
lAbor und _t~r1<.J. to d -te 

Pelt r B. Ha!t. Ip,. 
94 lassau Street 
PrincbtOll, Hew Jersey 

Continentsl Fira ID • 
Oa1ted States· • 

Polioies 

. ' 

• 115l5.150 

7.00 
66.l50 

UHlER 8, 8" '1.1'" 

Sea t.uy 
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iII' . Ir» A. Schur 
T~. InGtlt~t~ tor Jdvaooed Study 
125 !'..rlt AVBDUB 
He.. Yorlt Cit, 

~ clenr Iir . Sal1Ul"1 

Jun 9. , 1 lIlI 

lettur troa iIr. WOl tr,.. C. Vendewater. bI.r . VUDde-

water'& ot t lce baa asked ~ a t .. of the docu.ente. 

tben t Ol'\fe.rc1 thea to )'O~. 

lUtb Idnd r ac.rde, I _ 

Stne.rely lOurs, 

EBB 

• 
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Iir. naYi.d C. Wellton 
0/ 0 •• lIr s . 1IIaaII" " D ..... ldaon 
20 r.xcr.aace Place 
!1ft York City 

Dear loIr . 'PI II to I 

Tuenk 7~U : ur your n~ of 

etton 

with t. loan ade by the ln8t.1t t. Co Profelsor 

TOIl Netmann . 

Sineere~ yuurs, 

ESB 

• 
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nusum 
SAMUI!L D. LEIOESOOk .. 

ASSlSTA}O'T Tlt!ASUUI. 

ItA A. SCIIUlt 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

foil.. I..OUIli DAM..DERCBIt AND )tR!. Ftll...LlE: FULD FOUJOOA110N 

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 

125 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Frinceton, New Jersey. 

Dear Mrs. Bailey. 

June 8, 1.939 

I am in receipt of your letter of June 7th 
regarding the von Heumann papers. Inasmuch as we have 
all the papers in connection with the other mortgages, 
I feel that it ~ight be just as well if you forwarded 
the von Neumann papers to us for safekeeping here. 

~ith kindest personal regards, I am 

( 
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June 7. 1.959 

lq dear ill-. Schur I 

Ws Ua'Fe recsJ:nd f'roa iIr. IUllirua-C. 

Vandewater of Pr1nceton e1eYen doauaents in 

COJIB<>ct.1oll wi til tl!e lOOll ._ by the hati tute 

Sball I slUld \hoa t.o you f ur · saf. oePin&: or 

place t l \ell in tba lIare de,1lOs1 t bos 01' the 

InBt itute in ?rincetoD~ 

Mr. Ira A. SclllU' 
InBtl tute for .idvanceQ StUl:ty 
125 ?ark Avenue 
Us .. York City 

ESB 

I. 

"'\ 
'. , 

\ 
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, -

Jw»1.19!9 

- Betor.: r~lac tile _lolled bUlB .. 

\be YnalllU'er of the IuU\~te tor l~\ U ... 

MoeallU7 to lwvt! J'OIU' slcu ~ ~t' uPPl'oval. lUll. 

)'011. thcl'lI -ore 61&n CIa t.be pho. 1nd1Q&ted 011 ~ ..... 

• ~ o\ted llau7 . 

011 t ho ifill tar B. How.. Ino. bUl wlll J'01l 

;>1_ 1l1d1ollte attCll' ;yoW' s...pa"ure the -_\lilt wIUab 

" 1O(!~ that tho fir nt t hree ltea& n be ttien care 

?rofeallOl' JobII YOD 1_ 
78 StooJd,a stnet 
Prlnae"-. .. ~ ., 

• 
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J/t:u-uJd fr !i!cUHr/Jrm' 
S:R(,yJ'77~jM 

Jf{!,.,fr.,( £'Ata,.., 
;//,;//,,, t'. !A".~ 
. / 1to,'rtN" ...$: X«6"u" 

Pil 6:cchm:;,t' .:It~ce 
. JPN/~/,f, June 6, 1939. 

Mrs. Esther S . Bailey, 
Inst1tute For Advanced Study, 

20 Nassau Street, 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Mrs. Bailey: 

Mr. Maass requested that I acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of June 5th, together w1th the enclosure, rela t1ng to the 
loan made by the Institute to Professor Von Neumann . I do not 
know but that Mr. Le1desdorf ' s off1ce may want the mortgage docu
ments 1n the1r possession, as all mortgages of the Inst1tute are 
be1ng serviced through Mr . Leidesdorf's office. I therefore sug
gest that you communica te with Mr . Schur and ascertain from him 
whether the mortgages be placed in the Institute ' s safe deposit 
box or turned over to Mr. Leidesdorf . 

DCW : IS 
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"r. lIerbert B. Kaa88 

20 ka • .anp t'lace 
H •• ·York City 

lily dear 1Ir. W.asll l 

Jun 5 , 1\159 

.. l.et. tttl" Ith10u wall sent t.o Dr. 'lunar lJy 

1I.r. Va.odavater. QIlolos.1l!c the d"CUMDts in uw- . 

l100ti(1Il nth tJw bo~ jlUrC1lD.lI8Cl b;T f rof ._ Jolla 

• depoe1t. bo;a: of the Institute UIll.,IIE1 you adds. _ . 

, 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 34 / von Neumann, John / Housing 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Pl'ln~etollo I. J. 

Dr. AbJ'aMa PI_XlIIIr 
20 "sau StNe' 
PrllDD-toIa. ew JerefIT 

Be. lnetltute tor 'nLnooci St; - von n.~ 

Enoloeed herewith tiDll the tollowlll« paperas 

1. BoDll - John yon I_rm aDd D.ua Dam von Be'-un. hia wlte. to 
lnIItl hee tor Ad'nLnlled Stud.:r- Louie Beber, ... a:ll! • Felix Fu14 FOUl:Id&tlon. 

l!. Yortt>;a,e - John von .~ awl. nara Dan von IJ: • hie wite, 
to lnIItit1ate tor Achanoed Study - Loui. ~bet" fill' aDll • FeliX hId FoUJlda-
tiOD dated ~ 1. 1938 aad raoorded In the lIero ... COUllt,- Clerk'a ottioo In 
Book e04 ot 1I000tplue, pacoa 629.ato. 

S. At;re_nt beb'nen John "on lie=- ar.d D.ara 1lal1 von _. hie 
wite. and tM lnIItltute far M'nLnoed Stllll1 - Louia Ile.mberCor aDd rae Fe11Jr 
Fuld Fouaatlon dated Kay I, 18S9. 

•• Tho Contillf'ntal InIIUl":ltlCe COlll~ 1'oU07 2826 1n the e .. of 
111,000.00 on dwell1J1l1: al'ld pnr;e ot Dr. JOM von _rm which exp1l'ea 1. 

194.2. 

5. Un1ted 6tate. Fire IJllllIftZllle CCII:1pa~ 11. J. )10 . 80898 in tho 1m 
ot I1S.600.00 on dwell1 ot Dr. John yon JlellaJD1 1lh1oh e%l'1l'eo 1. 1962. 

8. Searob tor l.Iunlolpal Liene #921. 

'T. United state. DlItrlo' Court Soaroh .. pinat Sanh B. Stookton. Elf., 
et all dated ,. eh III, 1989 

8. Un1ted State. Diatl-lot Court S .... ch .!'linet Tho Fit-st 'atiOl:l&l 
Balik ot Prinoeton, lew Jeney. et al dated y 15. 1939. 

9. Real Betate Title CCllllpaDf eearoh '11 •• 1549 ar;alD1t Tho Fir,t 
llational Balik ot PriDOetou. !lew Jer8e:/ dated Uareh 2S. 1933. 

10. R .. l Latate Title C-''V aaaroh +115,107 apinat J"hn von Heimann 
dated '1 11, 1919. 

11. Cancelled Ilortpse-lIarold • lfanller ~ Oq POII'8l"11 lllnaer, hll 
wtte, to Fint Ilational Bank ot Princeton dated lTOVlrlber 7. ~!)35 and reoorded 
in the roer County Clerk'. Ottiee 1n Book 51. ot Jiortcase8, pago. 55!!, ete. 

very truly your., 
111.!. C. V/..lCI'£\T.A.TI: 

(Siped) BTlf. DoUClu SlI1th 
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~ 28. 1939 

In re"""", '0 the boDl Bigned by YOIlrBelt aDd yOllr 

h __ Dl in 10_'101:1 with the houee at 28 l ••• toott Road. I 'IIOuld 

lib .. pw you the .. allr&_ ot the l.tUuM \bet "1 .... 1\ 

18 __ a&17 to s..ts.tute aotlOl:l CII:I the boD4 the x.tltute would 

eabau' all .. _41 •• agat .. , JfNr hu_JIIl be"" prooeedbf; agal.t 

ba.,. .1IIpq ur;leoted to r",B\11'8 you beoall8e I _Te beeD utr_q 

111187 with preparatl_ tor CII:Il' BoaI'4 Us.tlllS aJI4 the 1~bf; ot the 

J9 brotber. who sat .... t to JOu the oth.r ~ at the 

lIIDobeOQ, pTe _ .. aoooUDt ot JOU whlah _de .. at~~ em10118. 

'the __ tDe _ lq a 0_ a'_ I propon to alt Dm to ,ou 

lI)'IIelt. with 1IOb~ OIl JOV other .14 •• 

With all ,004 wlahea. 

1Ir.. John ... ___ _ 
f8 StooJt\oD Street 
PI'1noeton. •• J .... q 

• 

4R RAHAM F LEXN-D/ 
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!fr. D.Y1d C. eaton 
j,!..ua " n...1dao:1 
2!J ExohDn(e YlJlc. 
N8'II' Yom Cit:r 

De'll' 1Ir. eaton. 

.. ,. B. 1359 

1 ba.v. receiYed TO.rr l.et tur of 

t he firth oont.«1Dlne 1'8 nt (ill d~lcatu) 

bet".au Prot •• sor aDd Ifrs . OIlD VOD N ... .uI8®l 

I bD._ attaat&d 

the uacuUoa of the 1na~Dt6 ..:ad afrixed 

the corporate aeal of the Inet1tuto t hcrtlto. ,did 

I h .... dell.,erec1 tn .. doc_uta to iIIr . " . Douglas 

s.1.th of tn. offic. of Ill'. VaJIde .. tar ill Prtncaton, 

• v •• Jarse:r. 

ESB 
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• 

Air. ~ . DoI.\C,Lw ~a1 th 
Fir. t t. . t.t.JA~.l BUlk BuUd1ac 
hiDc .. ton. Hew Jersey 

My dear air. 's.1tbl 

8, 195a ... 

I .II hsnd1Dc to you here ... .1 t ll ..... o nt 

(in du,.l.liolLt.e) botwe<on :'ruf ... aecr ftIld tir • • JOIU1 

YOn UelabnD ..ud the Inat..u.ute for Adftnoaci Stwy -

1.o~1I ~ .. r ~ air". F .. lix Fwd laundt..tioa • 

• bioh bu.. boac executed. 

Ye~ t~ yuur~ . 
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~ M,~ e-!i1rru~c6r>?I 
.0#t;n"YJ 

.){I;'''/'',./.YI': If aa.JJ 

#,/,{,,~ 6'.0. ... ;/""" Pf? &Ch~npe :;/fk~oe . 
. Irm ~I',{, May 5, 1939. 

The Institute for Advanoed Study, 
20 Nassau Street, 

Prinoeton, N. J. 

Attention of Mrs. Bailey 

Dear Mrs. Bailey: 

Eno10sed herewith you will find in dup1ioate agree
ment between Professor and Mrs. von Neumann and the Institute 
for Advanoed Study, which has been exeouted by Mr. Maass. 
Will you kindly attest the execution of the instruments on 
page 4 thereof and affix the corporate seal of the Institute 
thereto. Thereupon, both oopies duly executed as herein set 
forth should be delivered to Mr. W. Douglas Smith, of the 
offioe of William C. Vandewater, Esq., First National Bank 
Building, Princeton, N. J. 

DCW:PT 
Enc1s. 
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\ 

\ 

You .Ul l'6o...u ~ sPO..Jt1nc .1th TUU over th .. t lt181'hons rae 10& 

ths house which ?rotes30r von Neu.4OD wl308d to ~. The aet-l haa npw been , 

closed .. to Ii purohase price of .20, VVO. UO. · The h OUSE> liJld lot coot about 

.,156 , OOO.OO, but the l"1rst Ii '-'t~ , nr..l Bunk h&re had I . aarttlOC8 on it for '20, 000.00 

alICl cbt...Uled tho 9rQperty f or that Ulla .. t .. f o . eclotlUJ'6 sLle, E O t h... t Professor 

?ro fessor von tieUIV-UUl .Ul 

spann seYerul t bouauod uollbrs 1D addit10u to th~ purchase price, perhlips 

« , 000.00 or 4>5, 000. 00, to put tile pro.,.arty in perfect condi t lon , ... ldng a 

~,ooo .oo, the bal.ilr,ca to bo ~1d sheo th" tit.l .. b cle:.r.A . In t he event 

t hat tho tlt.le 18 not c18lil'sl1 . his POYJ:llmt 7i 1 be retUl'U60 . 

I should like to have ~ ch.o~ f or +2, 000. 00 ende out to hia -

John von lIeuaann - GO n lS to onabl Illa t o • . .lte h is f1rst p' yaent a8 soon &I 

posoi ble. The rsaa1ning olAl..-U1 Dot be needed f or 8 _nth or eiX weeks . 

Mr . :,..-el D . .... 1d.llclorf 
125 "ark AvllJlU8 
Iiew lork C1t.T 

AJ' IESB 

Very 8icoer ely youre, 

,.1iI R A H ft. M PLEXH.at 

• 
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v 1laa4d f/'~~on 
.91lbn?", 

$"/""/Y.AIu,_ 
Y/,#,,, Iff. !a".;,6..." 
,,1{....-1 Z«6nan 

~'~1/~ 

Dr. Abraham Flexner, 

.P~ r#a:c/taA:J7& 3%.a> 
. If'ff/~l"{, February 21, 1939. 

The Institute for Advanced Study, 
20 Nassau Street, 

Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Dr. Flexner: 

Confirming my telephone conversation Vlith you of 
today, I wish to advise you that in recent years it has been 
quite customary for banking institutions upon a conveyance 
of real property to give only a bargain and sale deed . Under 
the circumstances, I see no reason why Professor von Neumann 
cannot accept such a deed, in view of the fact that he will 
be represented by counsel and his counsel will have ample 
opportunity to examine the title to the plot. However, if 
possible, a bargain and sale deed with covenant against 
grantor should be obtained. If such covenant cannot be ob
tained, a bargain and sale deed without such covenant will be 
sufficient . 

Of course, as you know, we are not qualified to pass 
upon questions of New Jersey law, and we do not know for a 
certainty that in New Jersey there is such a thing as a bar
gain and sale deed with covenant against grantor. This can 
be answered by Professor von Neumann's attorney. 

DW:PT 
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Copy 

Institute for Advanoed Study--Louis 
Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld Foundation, 
20 Nassau Street, 
Princeton, N. J. 

Gentlemen: 

March 9, 1939 

As I am about to purohase a house in the Township 
of Prinoeton, N. J. and need certain oash for the purohase 
prioe thereof, you have agreed to lend to me the sum of Two 
Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00), whioh I am to use on acoount 
of said purohase price, and I aoknowledge reoeipt of your 
cheok in that amount. I agree to repay the same to you on 
demand, with interest thereon from the date of the loan 
at the rate of four per oent (4%) per annum. It is under
stood and agreed that upon obtaining title to the house 
Which I contQmplate purchasing, I will deliver to you a 
first mortgage thereon to seoure said sum of $2,000.00 and 
a~ other sums of money whioh you me.y have loaned to _, 
with interest thereon at the rate of four per oent (4%) 
per annum from the time each additional advanoe is made. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) John von Neumann 
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April 30, 1937 

I have TO'CU'e of 4p1'1l 21. I\ woul4 I ... \0 .. 

\ba\ the pollC7 lIbould lie in 1btt baD4e of \he freasurel' of ... 
the IneU tu\. rather thaI:l tb. Ho .. lilte ln8UI"8AoI OOllp8lll'. ' 

111'-', feTl has turned her pollOT oYer to 1lI'8. .,1111T who will 

in dUI oouru turn U OTel' to Ifr, L1141adorf, 

001'1'10\. It - <Joel ~orllld - you Ibould pale &'fJIq, oal7 

t.hat. part. of the ineuranae -.rould eo \0 the InetU1lb which 

11 rlquired to pay otf thl IIOnP«8 d.lIt., !he l'_in4 ... 

would b e turned GTeI' at; ono. '0 !"our f8ll1lJ'. Ho speoial ehpi 

,ue nlalleal7, ina~ al thll 11 the nol'llAl OOUJ"III \hat. would 

be followed. 

The 'fnut.lla of \hI IaeU tub hM-I JUII\ ae lIIUIh 

plealUl'l 1n enabllze the faoult)' t.o bulld bOile. 10 \bat. ~h., 

can be pll'MIlenU,. haPW al the pl'Ofl"ol'a \h_Il ..... ~ •• 

f Ull aU 400d wiehel, 

Protellor John yon 1eu.aDn 
65 noallab Ib .. , 
Princlton, .IW Jel'''', ._-

8inolrelJ' )'CNI'I, 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HAL L 

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 

April 28, 1937 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I have received with many thanks your letter of April 24 concern

ing the building program. I have taken out the required life insurance, 

March 30, 1937, from the Roms Life Insurance Company of New York, Policy 

No. 448,180. and on April I I signed an assignment of this polioy to the 

Institute and understand that it was filed with the Company on April 7. 

I suppose that this is the desired arrangement. 

In this oonneotion may I ask something which I mentioned in one 

of our earlier conversations . I found it convenient to take out an in-

suranoe policy whioh in the oourse of years will give more ooverage than 

is needed to seoure the mortgage: more preoisely, it will oover *10,000 

after twenty-five years when the mortgage has been oompletely paid off . 

I suppose that the assignment is meant to extend only to the amount which 

will be needed to seoure the mortage debt. Are any speoial steps needed 

in this conneotion? 

I would not like to olose my letter without expressing to you 

and to the Trustees of the Institute my grati tude for your interest in 

this matter and the quite exoeptional generosity with whioh you have 

handled it. 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Prim.oeton, N.J . 
JvN:GB 

Sinoerely yours, 

John von Neumann 
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Professor von Neumann, who originally planned to build at the 

same time as Riefler, Meritt, and Weyl, abandoned the plan 

and bought a house at 26 Westcott Road. 

~ 
Material pertaining to the mortgage on 26 Westcott Road ~ 

filed under Professor von Neumann's name. 
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nusual!a 
LUIU&t. D. UUDl!StIOlP 

ASUSTANT ~Ulla 
IIA A.. IICIIUI 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
MI. LOUIS SAltlUel1 AND wu. ... UX PUl.8 reUNDATJOH 

Dr . A. Flexner, 

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 

12S PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton , New Jersey. 

Dear Dr . Flexner : 

November 15, 1938 . 

Thank you for your letter of 
November 10th , regarding Professor von Neumann . Of 
course, the matter can rest until you nave talked 
with him. The item had been open for some time and 
we had no recent information ; therefore, the 
inquiry . 

With kindest personal regards, I 
am 
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• 

Maroh 1, 1938 

Deu Prof ... or YOll lItt'w-. 

I have yOllJ's ot Febrary 28. 'lhe 

lot in q\aeBtion .. 111 be MId'. I do 11011 belie.,. 

'. t' it i. _oenary to tab &11\1 tonaal swpe ., 

thie t1M. I shdl IIOt1t'1 the C!I.-1r.u of .u 
Bulldillt; Ca.aitIlH · Ot yo .. ded ... &114 I UlS_ 

tim, nothing further will be _ae •• ary. 

I Uh all good .. ill hoe. 

Protallllor JObIl YOII .. __ 
Filii HAll 
Priaoetoll, Jew Jerally 

'. 

I 

, 

'- . 
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. , 

,. 

Deal' JIr ...... 

.Aa YOII will • -)w. hot ... CIII' 

"lOa .. __ la4 1lItn4ecl \0 \11114 01& tile Ual" 

of the lou lU1IIc ~ .... ,. 7h1a 1lI_0101l 

he IaaI 110' a1lu4-.cl. a. I .... ..-.4 Ja1a \11&, .. 

will laold __ 10' tor 111.. I IIope \hl. __ wiWa 

1Ir. Her,,",' II ...... 
ao EaUuc' P11.00 
Jew York Clt.J 

Aljw:& 

... 

/ 

, 

I 
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THE I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF WATHEMATlCS, J'lHB HALL 

PR..INCETON, NEW JERSEY 

February 28, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

As you suggested, may I return to the sub-

ject of our conversation last Thursday: althou&h I 

postponed my plans to bui l d on the lot at the 

west corner of the Institute property on Uercer 

street, I still intend to do it at a later time . 

For this reason I should be glad to complete all 

legal formalities in conneotion with the purchase 

of this lot as originally arranged between us . 

Will you please let me know what further steps I 

have to take? 

Dr. Abrahwn Flexner 
P.O . Box 631 
Princeton , N. J . 
JvN : GB 

Yours sincerely, 

John von Neumann 
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• . " 

EVANS MOORE &. WOODBRIDGE 

ARCHITECTS 

101 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK 

ALNUS PRAlT BVANS 

LAWRENCB ldOOR..B 

PRBDBRlCK J. WOODBRIDGE 

SAUL BDELBAUld 

LOUIS GBLDERS 

ROBERT SJER.lNG 

May 26, 1937 

Dear Dr. Von Neumann : 

The working drawings and specifications have been turned 
over to Messrs Schelling-Busch-Snyder, who are at present ob
taining f igures f rom various subcontractors as a basis for the 
contract. 

It is the usual praotice when working draWings and speoi
fications are comJleted to bring the bill for arohiteotural 
services up to 3/5 of the total oommission. 

We are therefore enclosing our bill and, for purposes of 
oonvenience, are still using the same cost basis as on the 
previous bilL 

FJWl1lF 
Eno . 

Dr. John Von Neumann 
The Institute of Advanoed Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Yours very truly, 
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