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(;wﬂ-f*/'/{ the line of demarcation or whether because it came naturally
was adopted as the =zinma gine qua non of an appointment of a

short-term member at the Institute., (</ ' v~ (u =t /oo (

»{\){ij\;}:*m‘li(». In the discussion between Veblen and Flexner on some of
these problem, Flexner made the remark that he hardly relished
asking his Board of Trustees to subsidize rich universities
by invitins their most promising young mathematicians to tha
Institute at half-pay, provided the University would release
Ith‘em. It may have Dbeen this, or it may have been some other
factor in connection with the operations as of that time which

'| caused Veblen to return to the attack on the xewemnmenmi method
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of governing the Institute as 1t was established at that
time, Suffice it to say that not only did they have a
discugsion which is not on the record, but they had a discussion
on the record o? :he desirability of adopting the German
or the English university system of government in which the
staff members or faculty members exercise all governmental
function, as directly related to academic matters,

- Flexner replied to this verbal exchange in a lef;t:oi'
datpd W pointing out that in Germany and
France the govefnmontal agency, and ln Germany also a [éurntor

roligve' the faculty of an immense amount of "administrative deta1l,"
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He pointed out also that in Oxford and Cambridge everything

is done by the dons, but questions whether if the dons head
done their job correctly it would have been necessary in the

?.ast half century or so for three royal commissions to be
ea"cablished to overhaul the universities. "It does not seem
to me, therefore, that either the continental universities
or the English universities mxx can be quoted in favor of
_an arrangement for throwing everything upon the professars.
Moreover, if I can judge from the amount of work, mostly
'use}.eas. that passes over my desk, I do not see how a group

‘of seientists can manage a going and g rowing institution

without serious sacrifices of their work. At this moment,
for example, in the Institute, bthe membersof the School of
Mathematics wouldmot only be thinking of mathematics sgﬁally
answering a lot of mail and inquiries with which they/do not
need to be bothered, but they would be discussing what we
should do next--classics, history, economics, and what not.
The scheme under which we are proceeding aims o place the
professors in £ positiéns of dignity and responsibility, to
give them freedom from administrative ma dutles, and adequate
part of the development of the institution, while at the same

time utilizing laymeny who can render importent service, and
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someone whose main task it is to plan far future developments.
I do not know whether this will work out or not, but it scems
to me superior to the American or to the foreign orgenizations
so far as I know them." (IV-21)

Veblen responded to this on January 2 as follows:

"What you say about the form of government impresses
me very strongly. My own position ies &imply that we
should give the people who administer our funds for us
as little power as is consistent with efficiency. You
are doubtless a better judge than I of how far it is
necessary to goe.

"I am convinced that a Congressional investigation
of American universities would uncover much worse
conditions than any royal commission ever found in
the English universities. In fact, I imagine that
there are few business organizations, if any, which

have not needed reorganization from time to time
during the last 50 or 100 yeam,

"Onall the se questions I feel fairly well ab
ease now that we have a pgood start, and expect to knaw
more about them after acouple of years." (Ibid.)

Another question arose with respect to the members,
Veblen wished to call them "associates of the Institute/™
after their terms as short-term members, To this Flexner took

emphatic exception as follows:

"I cennot satisfy myself that it is right to
give the name of associate to persons to whom we make
grants in aid, for it does not scem to me to be fHr.
They belong to other institutions., They come to us
primarily as workers, While the title of associates
may improve their situation at the end of a year when
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they leave, I cannot help asking myself whether

that is a thing to which we ought to be a party.
Persons of this kind should, I think, be simply
listed as receiving grants in aid, It will thus be
understood that the rest of the ir means a re derived
from other sources.," (Flexnerto Veblen, January 23,
1933, Ibids)

The term grants-in-aid was adopted rather than fellowships
or stipends at that time because of the decision to teke
only post-doctorals who had connections with a university

< L = v - WILE. C o=t 4 U
wien they came to the ‘nstitute, The term TR v

in Flexner's mind related to assistance both to the
university from which the man came and tothe man kimxkazf
himself, This initiated the use of the term grant-ine-aid.
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Flemer, though he took an sctive interest in dis cussing

RS
with Veblen who should come to the Imstituite under-t$he grants-

in-aid during the first year because of the need to formulate
poliey, did write Veblen a letter in which he specifically said:

Ehakxthaxhudgak

"In organizing the Sechool of Mathematics for the
! next academic year you and Professor Ale xander, who
\ e are now on the ground, can feel that you have at
Mwﬁ your disposal $15,000 to be used for gants in aid,
s fellowships, assistants, or loans, as you sece fit,.
N\ I shall at the April meeting of the Board ask a
\ further eppropriation of §5,000 to be placed at Jour
disposal for what you call 'minor appointments?,

Here seemed to be established the principle of the
School of Mathematics, making its own appointments of shor t=term
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members after policies had been established.

Veblen quickly followed this up asking whether or not
assistants should be paid out of this fund, and Flexner
responded that the assistants eodld be in the regular budget
and not in the budget for fhe granta-in-aid. {(Veblen to
Flexner, February li, 1933, and Flexner to Veblen, February 6,
1933, Ibids)

Economic conditions were approaching a crisis in the
United States, and Flexner was determined to make no furher
appolntments if he could avoid it at this particular time,

(O

Veblen pressed Flexner to discuss the advantago of a Dewre i

(WS

at the Institue, Flexner raised the money issue saying

that though he did not doubt that the Imtifute was safe in g
those difficult times, he s%ill wished to let the School of
Mat hematios operate for a year with its four appointees until %{”
it became settled that further steps should be taken there or

in another direction, (82‘;“ he did net t allk)to Einstein during
Eins tain'a briof stop on the east smx coast pending his
daparture/im Europe, Veblen did, and it 1is interesting to

note that though Einstein professed the highest regard for

Dirasz, and paftioulavly in relation to his own current

studles, he suprested it might be well if Dirac were asked for
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half a year at something like §5,000, though eanrlier he

S\

R, G
expressed an interest in Dirac's permanent appointment, \ J‘
Meanwhile, also, Veblen had considered the desirablility of

asking Norbert Wiener to accept a chair at the Institute, and

présented a recommendation to this effect to Flexner as coming
W . i <‘;-=‘m~ Ma S maan
from himself, von Neumann and Alexander, Fle:imer argued the

matter out with him, and found that Veblen was not so eager 4
actually to have Wiener at the Institute as he was "to do fp1e?
Justice to Wak Wiener and, give him the coveted opportunity,"
Apparently Wiemer was not of fered an appointmeﬁt. During
this correspondence the United States went of f the gold

standard, the banks were closed, and the soumse future couse

of the economy was extremely uncertain, (March 13, 1933, Ibid.)
Anothe r memorandum of the same sort on "purposes:" at the
time the suggestion of the appointment of Dirac ceme up and
on other oocasio::n %n this early period, Flexnerhad occasion
Deac to infom Veblen/he was eager not to do more for European
W ‘en] seholars than he was doing for American scholars. The matter
did arise, of course, In this connection, Flexner had mede
the point that in the further development of the School of
Mathemat ics equal opportunities should be given to both
American and foreign scholars ard in the men bership or the

workers, the Institute should clearly recognize that its
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conbribution is made in the training of a few young men,

mainly Americans,
exposed
He thinks deeply on the =mukgxxx subject and exxamndx
his viewpoint candidly and frankly to Veblen., (March 20, 1933,

Ibid.) Veblen responds:

"T think I agree with you comple tely in your
attitude with regard to American versus foreign
appointments., The considerations which you adduce
gseem to be decisive. Also I apprecia te your
desire to be cautious in view of the present
economic situation.

T have been expressing intereszt in Dirac
in spite of the very small chance that he could be
moved because he is a) young, [b) extremely able,
and o) interested in questions which are close %o
those being studied by Einstein, von Neumenn and

myself, I really think that the most we could hope
to do would be to get him here for a single term once
in a while,

"I mention Wiener largely because of a desire %o
be fair., He secems to be now the most deserving
American who is available and he would bring into our
group an element which we lack (the sort of analysis
of which Hardy is an exponent)y (Veblen to Flexner,

Flexner responds with great relief:

"I am very glad that you and I see eye to eye
on this question of the form which our responsibllity
whould take., DMNr, Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld were very
anxious from the outset that no distinction should be
made as respects race, religion, nationality, etc.,
and of course I am in thorough sympathy with their
point of view, but on the other hand if we do not
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develop America, who is going to do 1t, and the
question arises how much we ought to do for others
and how much to make sure that civilization in
America advances, The matter has been very, very
much on my mind, and I do not know that any two
persons would solve it in exactly the same way, I
can only say that I am glad to be assured that you
realize that my mind is as wide open as it can
possibly be, and in these days in view of the
incredible things happening in Germany we do not
wish to brand outselves as nationalists in any way
whatsoever," (March 27, 1933, Flexner to Veblen, Ibid,)
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STIPENDS Academic Personnel
‘ (‘ k“u\* e ea V. \\\r\ \\’h
A A v vl - - bt
¢ 1933-l $§|5,000 was spent-en sgholarships. Godel$3,000 ?
1934-5 $§20,000 for stipends mathematics, §10,000 for stipends
mathematical physics, and $1,000 for lecture

fees appropriated [L/2/3l)

£ 1934=5 ©No identifiable expenditures of the above item
1935-6 Budgeted $20,000 and §10,000 and §1,000 as above

> 1935-6 $32,692,50 for grants-in-aid $74.6.69 for visiting professorship:
1936-7 Math $30,000 stipends, visiting professorships §6,000,
Humanistic Studies $9,700 budgeted

/?1936-7 Stipemds math $30,115.50, Historicsl Studies $15,820,
Math visiting professorships, $6,000

§>Actual Expendibures

Treasurer's Reports
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MITRANY, D. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.
FRANKFURTER, FELIX
| Flexner to Frankfurter, December 16, 1933,

He has heardJfrom Frankfurter ‘about Mitrany who is
still thoroughly engaged by Mitrany. %I am worried about
Ena and the effect upon him, but I say.nothing."

He refers xm Frankfurter to Sir William B.~Hardy of

5 Grange Road in Cambridge, as one of the great men at
Cambridge.

Mﬂ f(r‘ l"w’ r‘,ﬁ'&* W«: “Z/‘vi-’b’ e 8 ? LM‘) ‘F:b ” i" Wi "\.4\:6\1“(”

. v FL "‘T“"‘:“v& nis {24

O File-Frankfurter Pile I (History—iiles)
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EARIE, E. M. Biographical
FLEXNER, kx BEN

Correspondence reveals Egrle as a close friend of Ben's
as well as of Abraham Flexner's

D File, Earle, Edward M., 1931=35
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic.QOrganization
PONTRJAGIN Biographical

Correspondence on the attempt to persuade Russilan authorities to
permit Professor_Pontrjagin to accept a short-term membership in the
Tnetitute cmudwselmbaipsessdoul--unsaccessful.

I11I=-27
IXXnf
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POLICIES Administration
SALARIES Academic Personnel
FRANKFURTER, F. Biographical

FLEXNER, A.
WEYL, H.
RIEFLER, W.
VEBIEN, O.
AYDELOTTE, F.
STEWART, W.
TEESTEES fhe Corporation
See Vertical File, Frankfurter-2, for correspondence of Frankfurter
as active Trustee, and reasons for termination of his services by Board,

etCo

Frankfurter II1.
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MATHEMATICS Academic Activities
COURANT Biogre hical
FLEXNER, A.

Correspondence showing close friendship between the
mathematicians and Flexner. See Courant's note on Nazis and
Naturwisschenschaft Spring and Berliner--9/12/35, 9/17/35, 12/12/35.
Flexner helped Courant with Fosdick and Weaver in XEN NYU
work 12/1l1/36.

A, 10/18/56, Institute file on Courant
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

POLITICAL SCIENCE Academic Activities
MITRANY, DAVID . Blographical
FLEXNER, A.

Notes have not been t aken on the source given below,
but the file has been marked as to pertinent correspondence

in the ir long, and s omewhat bitter relationship.

There seems little doubt that Flexner had a fatherly

_and, therefore, somewhat overbearing attitude toward Mitrany,

‘and that keEx#idxmek his influence was not conducive to
(productive work by Mitrany, since Mjitrany became aware of
hostility. Apparently, part of this hostility derived from

| the fact that Mitrany's sponsor, Frankfurter, was dropped

«. \from the Board of Trustees; and that during his tenure on

the Board, he took Flexner down the line on a couple of

é@ ‘occasions in a high-handed fashion.

It is Mitrany's own doupts as to what he should do
in fulfilling his function at the Institute which in part

¢-\[3
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conduced to the bad relationship. It seems apparent, as
on.reads the correspondence, that Flexner lost confidence
in Mitrany's abilityas a scholar to perform research v
and deliver results i'n his field of pelitieel scienee, ““™ -

As Flexner realized, and said to Mitrany, this was

~ largely due, or partly due in any event, to the fact that
Mitrany's heart was divided as between the United States and
England., Mitrany was prepared, apparently, to come to this
country when his wife's illness which was mental caused him
to remain longer in England, and, undoubtedly, acted to make
it more (& difficult for him to collect his thoughts and
proceed on a serious plece of research and work., This
illness lasted into 1938 from about 193§, and at no time did
Mitrany feel that he could spend a great deal of time in
this country. Ag a matter of fact, the correspondence does
not render it certain that except at one time, about 1937,
he ever decided to become an American and to operate in
America. While he endeavored to find his way with Flexner
in the early part of 1938, Munich occurred, and he stayed
during the "crisis" which took him up into September of 1939;'?
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whereafter, he engaged in work for the British Government
in connection with the war, and did not come. See later
files for the later history.

III=23 Mitreny, David - 1935=1939

¢z
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PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Personnel

GENERAL Academic Organization

of
Up to the time/the extension of the School of Humanistic
Studies and the School of Economics and Politics, the
Mathematics Hsmarimamk School was satisfied with school KAL)
autonomy. In fact, in abeut- 193l / Veblen at one time wrote e M1 2

S~

Flexner thet it was time for Flexner to make a beginning in these ?ﬁ?l
other schools., But it was the faet that after the initial L 8 <
appointments, further appointments were made that set Veblen ¢ _A "»:;:
out on klx® a constructive fight to make the Faculty s elf- 5 3 %
conseious qua faculty. Throughout this part of the history, ¥ .
the Sechool of Mathematies was autonomous and selected its own [ | :f‘!
members and its own assistants, although Flexner did the ie &
appointing. There was a time when the members and t he 5y L
assistants were referred to the Board of Trustees for approval - ¢ g’ e
(Check on that date and note the difference afterwards). =" 3
9% 33 4 Sz €%
The collision was, evidently, a collision on the total hE 5\:‘3’“ ¢
budget, therefore. bR o
(Dictated: No source needed) ok P
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STEWART, W. W.

As Trustee, elected Trustee vice Mrs. Fuld, April 2j, 1933.

Elected Vice-Chairman and Vice-President, April 23, 193L.
May 19, 1941, he reSigned as Trustee.

Trustees Minutes of above dates
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MEMBERS Academic Personnel

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

Digest of members for Sehool of Mathematies for years

1933-42 with source and grants.
Filed in Vertical Fille under fu" for Members.

Py Asy V/B/57
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BOHR, HAR@LD Biographical
BOHR, NIELS

Both were extremely active in assisting scholars who fled
Germany in getting positions elsewhere in the world 1933 on.
Thus Hargld Bohr carried on a long correspondence with Flexner
in 1933 and with ¥eblen also about placing Courant. It seems
clear from other files that Veblen hung back on this and that
Flexner was eager to make the provision. It is not clear that
Flexner was responsible for Courant's opportunity to go to

New York University. (\y{7 SWGe

Again in 1938 a typical letter from Niels Bohh to E Veblen:

"T am sorry not to have written you for such a long time, but 1
have been very occupied all this winter with the organization

of the Institute and with my own work and I have also had to

give much time and thought in connection with the sad

development in the world which is ever bringing more scientists
in difficulties." Akkxkkizxxkimaxk¥ He agreed to come to Princeton

in the spring of 1939 which he did.

On December 1, 1938, Veblen informed Harold Bohr,
apparently officially, that the resignation of the American
editors (Zentralblatt) was mailed November g2, 1938,

Tt was Hardld Bohr who promoted the membership of
Neugebauer at the Institute.

Aydelotte cabled Bohr: "Through generosity Rockefeller
Foundation offer you visiting professorship for one year
Institute for Advanced Study effective immediately; salary
§8,000 plus §1,000 traveling expenses."

¥

The cablegram was telephoned by Professor Veblen to
Honorable Joseph E. Davies of the State Department fto be
transmitted through State Department channels. Davies said
they would make an effort to get it through the first thing in
the morning and report to Aydelotte on the results of the e ffort.
This move was initiated by the Institute in a request %o Ifzqﬁf
Mr. Fosdick and Mr. Weaver. (This was two days after the Hl ¥ 7P
invasion of Denmark). Davies was unable to get the message
through to Bohr, but had received wor# otherwise that Bohr

}
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planned to remain in Denmark for the time b eing.

By October, 1943, it seemed apparent that Niels Bohr had
escaped to Sweden. The Germans occupying Denmark were beginning
to arrest Semites. His purpose in remaining in Denmark to
protect these German refugees was no longer serviceable.

The Institute then moved promptly with Courant and the
Rockefeller Foundation to assure transportion of Harold and
Niels and the familiés to this country.

It seems apparent from letters from Warren and Weaver
j0ctober 8, 1943 and Courant October 6, 1943 in the file that
Veblen and Courant were v ery eager to bring Harold in on
'an invitation which it was agreed would go out to Niels.

Strauss discussed Niels Bohr's coming with Vankever Bush
who thought that if both men came to the Institute, the
Institute would find them very shortly being bidden away
anyway, so the implication was no one needed to be too concerned
about guaranteeing their expenses.

October 16, 1943, Vaneever Bush tdé Aydelotte: "I have
heard directly that Niels Bohr who is nowin England is to
become connected in some way with the matter, which I do not
yet quite understand, but which will prevent him from
accepting an invitation from the Institute for Advanced
Study. I gathered that he might visit this country, however,
in this other connection. Undoubtedly Bohr, himself, will
write you, but I thought you might care to have this early
‘word that he probably will not accept. I heard also, however,
‘that his family had escaped to Sweden which is good news."

October 21, 1943, Vanegrer Bush to Courant. It is true

‘ that Captain Strauss is willing to underwrite bringing Harold Bohr

¢. to this country. Bush was sure he could be fitted into the

RN e
) \

J

J
A\
<

war effort at some point. Not sure where because khaxm men

are not citizens of this country, so Bush arranged with

Strauss it would be quite in order to bring both these men

over here if it worked out appropriately from other considerations.
Bush says he also learned of the moves by the fockefeller
Foundation and by the Institute for Advanced Study; also
understands M. I. T. is making some sort of move along the same
lines. Bush concludes the men will be taken care of.
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Bush says he didn't know Aydelottehad gone to England,
but &hat Richard Tolman is there for matters of interest to
the National Defense Research Committee, and that Tolman had
planned to get in touch with Bohr "orimarily from a Bersonal
standpoint because of his interest in Bohr's future.

Harold Bohr stayed in Sweden supported in part by the
Rocke feller Foundation as Research Professor at Stockholm's
Hoegskola.

December 20, 1943, Aydelotte informed Hanson of the
Rocke feller Foundation that Bohr was coming to stay with him
for a few days. He thinks Bohr will take the Institute
position which is formally offered on December 22, 1943.
On February 22, 194)i, Bohr writes thanking Aydelotte for his
kindness to him and his son before Christmas and saying that he
is not get able to s ay whether he can accept the Institute's
invitation ; his action depends on various arrangements not
yet settled. He is staying at the Danish Legation in Washington.

By D, Harold and Nield Bohr Files
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SCHOCL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
MITRANY, DAVID Biographical

RIEFLER, W. W,

EARIE, E. M.

In Europe 1933 (9/1) to 1935 (10/12) at I. A. S. academic
years 1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 1938-9; then in England during
war, working with Arnold Toynbee at Chatham House for the
Royal Institute of International Affairs. He wanted to come to
Princeton 1942-3, but visa had expired. (He had taken out
only first papers here and norclassified as "enemy alien" in
Great Britain) By the time Aydelotte got this straightened out
(September, 19 3) Mitrany had decided he couldn't come. He was
below par; Ena was threatmed psychologically. On 9/25/L3
announcement he was working for Unilever, 5 year contract,

possf 0 Ie Ae S. gave further leave and paid its 5 per cemt T. I. A, A,
" Worked on problms of postwar in Middle Europe.

Trustees October 19, 1945 told Mitrany to decide whe ther he
wanted to come back to I. A, ., Executive Committee granted

leave of absence for 1 year (1/5/44) See Aydelotte to Mitrany
(10/20/45, D, Mitrany).

He is considering his chances very carefully (11/12/45),
Riefler "in effeet refused all intercourse while he was over here;
and...Ed Earle on his visits spoke of his relations with Win with
undiminished bitterness." Nothing in cobmon with his colleagues
scholastically., Tries to pass decision to Aydelotte who dodges it.

D, Mitrany
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GENERAL Academic Activities

See Bulle tins for work of various schools.

Bulletins
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MAYER, DR. WALFER
MORSE, MARSTON

Appraisal

Interview with Morse, 6/25/56

Biographical
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POLICIES (SEX) Administration

FOUNDERS Corporation

Hetty Goldman only woman ever appointed professor at
Institute. Search for others suggested. Veblen suggested
BEmmy Noether as member or professor (Weyl also), noted
algebraist. Aydelotte suggested Miss Nicolson kExkixh
(English Literature), but faculty didn't go for it. Others?
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MEMBERS

FACULTY

Discussion Veblen.

Interview 1/10/56

ACademic Personnel
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GENERAL [PURPOSE) Corporation

AYDELOTTE, F, Biographical
INSTITUTE Publications

See and 8-page memo for Christian Science Monitor as grigip gnd
beginnings of I.A.S. Cites Flexner's "dream" (See p. 217 Universities-

Aydelotte's authorship.)

A Tile, I.A.S. (Home)
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CLAY, STIR HENRY Biographical
ZIMBALIST, E.
STEWART. W.
WARREN

Flexner first asked Clay to accept amzmepk appointment as
economist. He couldn't leave Bank of England and suggested
Stewart.

When Syewart came he insisted on Warren, too. Fle xner

said he didn't care whom he brought; he wanted Stewart. Told
to B. Earle by Zimbdlist recounting a conversation with Flexnere.

Interview with B. Earle, 6/9/56
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VON NEUMANN, JOHN Biographical

First at Princeton as Visiting Lecturer--then offered
chair in mathematical physics (Jones). Agreed to take half if
Wigner took the other half. Von Neumann had half year lecturing
in Berlin. When he came to I. A. S. Wigner got whole chair. '

\

D - aky M= 1533-31 #o U s
‘\n&'\. N\“‘A\V L%P« b koo k e
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il |

Interview with Veblen 11/21/55 (p. 1), 2/8/57 (p. 2)
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JvN
Mps., V's Diapry for first date shows that on that day Weyl was out,
and that, "aftcer 6 months of shilly-shalliying"), Oswald spoke with
Alexander and Eisenhart sbout the Weyl affair. Oswald spoke to
JvN about coming to the Inst.
Called Af at 1lp.m. AF coming to Petn on 1/6
Weyl ons again meanwhile.
1/6 AF lunched with the Veblens--"awful chops". Cabled Weyl to come.
"Then had %ntended to take Johnny also but perhaps that wont come out
just yet.’
1/10/33 Oswald saw NYTimes Just Weyl and Alexander. Oswald
very mad. AF's letter--LPE had been "magnanimous."
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THOMAS, T. Y. (Pac v 3) Biographical
GODEL, K.

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations W.0.A.I.
Veblen (Princeton Univ.) to Flexner (NYC)

T have just dictated the two letters of which I enclose copies in accordance
with my understanding of our conversation yesterday. I have also talked with Professor
Te. Yo Thomas of Princeton, s who is having sabbatical leave during the next academic
year and told him that the Institute will take on the other half of his salary, namely,
$2250, Besides this I sent a cabelgram with paid reply to Menger last night about the
offer to Godel. This is a comittment of $2500 plus $500 for travelling expenses.

IR

File IV-21
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
ALEXANDER, JAMES W.

Dr. Flexmer reported in part:

"I cannot sufficiently express my gratitude to the authorities of Primceton Uni-
versity, who have whole-heartedly colperated with me in the endeavor to make our own group
as strong as possible. The men chosen are personal friends of the men already engaged
in Princeton, and there is therefore every prospect of the most wholesome and intimate
colperation. Among themselves the men have agreed that their respective students may
attend the seminars and lectures of each other, so that, while the identity of the tw
institutions will be absolutely preserved, they may functionally have the effect of a
single great organization.™

Vole I, No. 10, Minutes, p. 5
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J 1933 1/9

CFFICERS The Corporation
FOUNDERS
BAMBERGER, Louis Biographical

FULD, MRS. FELIX
President L. Bamberger reported in part:

"Mrs. Fuld and I have taken the closest interest and the most profound pleasure

in our association with this enterprise. We feel, however, that we wish in its interest
not to be burdened with respomnsibility but rather to leave responsibility in the hands of
the Director and the Trustees. We have discussed this matter fully with the Director,

and it is our opinion, in which he concurs, that the By-Laws can be simplified so as to
,permit a gradual evolution by dropping the offices of President and Vice-President of the
)Board of Trustees, so that the executive management of the Institute will remain in the
‘hands of the Trustees while the Director will be responsible for the scientific direction.
In addition, Mrs. Fuld and I would prefer to resign as Trustees and to accept a suggestion
made by the Director that we become Honorary Trustees with theprivilege of attending the
meetings of the Board, the meetings of committees, and membership upon committees. This
statement on my part, with which Mrs. Fuld agrees, will indicate to you our confidence in
the Board and our firm belief that the warm reception and commendation which the Institute
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has received indicate that it is destined to fill a need in the higher educational s cheme
of American education. I trust that this informal notice on our part will be accepted by
the Board and that suitable amendments and nominations may be submitted at the annual
meeting of the Board. I assure you that my interest and Mrs. Fuld's interest have become
keener and keener as time has passed and that we will do all in our power to promote the
objects for which the Institute was founded.

"I beg you to accept our warm thanks for your invaluable co8peration and support,
and we look to you to maintain the high standard at which a beginning is now to be made."

Vole. I, No. 10, Minutes, pp. 2-3.
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BENEFITS Academic Persnpell

provisions for survivors' pensions to Mesdomes Einstein and Veblen voted 10/10/32
modified to appertain only to thelr widowhood.

Vol. 1’ Noe 10, P. 1 Minutes 1/9/33



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

/1933 -39

TUITION . Academic Procedures
FOREIGN PERSONNEL Government Relations
Dr. Flexner reported in part:
"The Graduate School of Princeton University has been built upon the basis
of a low tuition fee, namely, $100 per annum. It seems to me thqg/% e outset it is
expedient to adopt the same scale.
"T have conferred with the authorities of the State Department in respect to the

visas of foreigners who may be appointed to the Institute or who may desire to study in
it, and I have been assured that no difficulties of any kind are to be anticipated."

Vol. I, No. 10, Minutes, p. 6.
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V1933 1/9

SALARIES ] Academic Personnel
BENEFITS
ALEXANDER, JAMES WADDELL Biographical

Minutes, p. T:

"The Director nonimated Professor James Waddell Alexander a professor in the
School of Mathematics on the following terms:

"That his appointment as Professor in the School of Mathematics date from October
1, 1933; that his salary be fixed at $10,000 a year, of which he will contribute 5 7, to
the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America, the Institute contribut an

equal sum monthly; and that, unless his term of appointment be prolonged by mutual con-
sent, he retire at 65 years of age.

"On motion, the nomination of Professor James Waddell Alexander as Professor in
the School of Mathematics was approved."

Vols I, No. 10



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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FELLCWSHIPS Academic Personnel
GENERAL Foundations

Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"After the first appointments were made by the Board, I communicated with the
proper officials of the Rockefeller Foundation, the Commonwealth Fund, and the National
Research Council. They have all informed me that they will be delighted to send fellows
from different parts of the world to work in the Schoo] of Mathematics at the Institute.
Indeed, Dr. Tisdale, who has charge of fellowships in the natural sciences for the Rocke-
feller Foundation in Paris, has written me that the Foundation has awarded a fellowship
to the most brilliant young Dane working in this field in order that he may spend next
year in our School of Mathematics. Additional fellowships of this kind will undoubtedly
be granted in the near future, while applications from outsiders continue to be received
and are being passed upon at present by Professor Veblen."

J LY s<n

Vol. I, No. 10, Minutes, p. 5
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COMMITTEES (NOMINATIONS) The Corporation
BENEFITS Academic Personnel
FLEXNER, A. Biographical

Minutes, p. 8:

"The President announced the appointment of the Committee on Nominations to
report at the annual meeting as follows:

Mr, Percy S. Straus, Chairman
Mr. Frank Aydelotte

Miss Florence R. Sabin

Mr. Louis Bamberger, ex officio
Mrs. Felix Fuld, ex officio"

Minutes, pe. 9:

"RESOLVED, That upon the retirement of the Director he be %ranted a pension of
Eight thousand Dollars ($ ,000,00) per annum to be paid by the Institute for Advanced

Study, and that in the event of his death there be paid to his wife, Anne Crawford Flexner,

should she survive him, during the period of her widowhood, a pension of Five thousand
Dollars ($5,000.00) per annum."

Vol. I, Noe. 10
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GENERAL Relations WOAT
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
MATHEMATICS Academic Activities

Minutes, p. T:

"RESOLVED, That the Institute for Advanced Study become a sustaining member of
the American Mathematical Society for a period of five years by the payment of Two
Hundred Dollars ($200,00) annually during that period."

Minutes, p. 8:

"RESOLVED, That the Institute for Advanced Study hereby appropriate Two thousand
Dollars ($2,000,00) annually over a five-year period towards the expense of publication

of the Annals of Mathematics to be issued under the joint editorship of the School of
Mathematics of the Institute and of the Mathematical Faculty of Princeton University."

Dt sused | &7 s E\/‘i‘\«\ 1939 (1 iwﬂ!’!'? thd D)

Vol. I, No. 10 thu/ QN\/\/QP- D (L VS MG~ Sez. I\‘\‘(\?‘$> l(’)”ll’)‘)
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A933 1/9

NOMINATIONS Academic Personnel
WEYL, HERMANN Biographical

ALEXANDER, JAMES W.

Biographiical data; Minutes 1/9/33, pp. 3-5

Vol. I, No. 10
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] ic Organization
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Acadgm g
; ' Biographical
FLEXNER, A. AR P it 4
M Mel Mfn, M"’ wde lasmi, o i S i
VON NEUMANN, JOHN @thﬁhﬂmwmggx: ;}ﬁ Yh t T, W, ik D
;,’l WW&& ﬁr“"} \ Y7 &) (‘/\1 b‘\ ré‘x@'m !"3'1»*{"‘5:" o p,j e %

f ' by
Flexner to von Neemann, January 9, 1933. &ug

b
B | aw you briefly Friday, I was
matnly pracceupied vite tne fiot tmat Prbisssor lierd hed Hratly agrecs
%z;dagizgzgsoi %2giegoxi:§réhe importan;; oitse:t12§tyzg§8§i:§titwizzt
?’I‘l’grng;ﬁ‘i’ffngf‘dyg;°;i§:?na?e:§§3§da§ eg’é“d‘gii?‘ﬁi‘;‘biigt‘iiﬁie1o¥“§’n tae
;Zzhgi22§o§§.ggogsegge;rggiitggi Frgm a g;gg?%%g%epgiggtzgn;iig 2§:,
iici;y%;;dt;z ZEZeoggii: £;§hg;§i;gos%€g§%isY and keeping up tg:
same warm personal feelings that have been characteristic of t

Princeton group during its enpire historye.

"Since returning f to New York I have been thinking the Wiole
problem over gy very carefully and deliberately. Now that weyl has

accepted and Eisenhart has been generous enough to part with Veblen and
Alexander, it seems to me the Institute has gone as far as it ought to
go at‘the very outset., I am just as anxious that the Princeton
University group shall be strong as I am that the Institute shall be
strong, and I am hoping therefore that DeanE isenhart can work out a
planwaich will give you a permanent post in his department wherk you will
be as happy and as effective as is possible anywhere. Do not have the
'feeling that he and I are moving men about like pawns on a checkerboard,
This 1s not the case, but we are trying to look at the sub ject of
mathema tics from a broad point of view so that the two institutions at
Princeton may function as one and may make the largest possible contri-
bution to the science of mathemstcis, I hope very much that, if Dean

Eisenhart makes you any such offer as I have in mind, you will accept and
thus enrich the entire situation."

o ] W V)')
See 13- W Vosed b s RaR e ¥ O~ P Nor—phic. Mg wi
Von Neumann to Flexner, January 4%, 1933,

There has been a conference, evidently, in the meanwhile, because
von Neumann now assumes that he is on the Institute staff. He takes up
with Flexner,Lefschet%'s request to him made some days ago to join the
board of editors of the "Annals of Mathematics."
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Flexner to von Neumann, January 26, 1933.

He says that he is presenting the nomination to the Executive
Committee mR the following Saturday+that of Dr. Torrence whom von Neumann
wants as his assiatant. He also approves von Naumann as representing
the Institute on the editorial board of the Annals if Professor Veblen
also approves.

On January 28, von Neumann wires Flexner thanking him for the
telegram and quick action of the appointment.

His appointment was effective April 1, 1933 (See Bailey to
Wintringer, ibid.) August 26, 1933.)

D File, von Neumann, 1933-1935
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GRANTS-IN-AID Academic Personnel

Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ,)

ik

“.C.

",,.0n reflection I believe it would be better for us to call such grants
as we make 'grants in aid' 8o as to distinguish them from the Rockefeller or other
fellowships. This is, however, a verbal matter which need give you no concern, in so
far as your two letters go. The phrase, 'grants in aid', really describes the status

of the two men better, since in both cases we are aiding them and their respective
universities."

File IV=-21
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EINSTEIN, A. Biographical
FILEXNER, A.

Flexner telegraphs greetings of t he Trustees to the
Einsteins at Pasadena.

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933
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VON NEUMANN, J. ‘Biographical
WEYL, HERMANN

Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

n

#T had a pleasant interview with vonNeumann this morning, and I anticipate
no difficulties whatsoever in concluding arrangements regarding him.

] have cabled Weyl as follows:

'Resignation accepted. Please regard matter as confidential until you

receive my letter written today. Am returning your letter of third
unopened.!

®T have written a letter of which the enclosed is a copy.

] "

File IV-21
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
FLEXNER, A. Biographical
MITRANY, D.

Flexner to Mitrany.
Note Paragraph Second Page.

Princeton people have been marvelous. "I did not know
that there was in America or indeed anywhere else an academic
group so wedded to the promotion of knowledge as to be willing
to make great sacrifices in order that xk&x this new scheme
might succeed., "

Frankfurter Papers
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FOUNDERS Corporation
FLEXIWER, A. _ Biographical
HARDIN, JOHN R.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Corporation

Flexner to Hardin, Januery 18, 1933.

Encloses a notice of gheeting of the Executive Committee
for January 28, 1933, and saying that it is just prior to
‘the departure of Mr., Bgmberger and Mrs. Fuld for Arizond.  for
the purpose of dealing with two appointments.

JRH Correspondence from May, 1930 to December, 1933
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HARVARD Relations W.0.A.T.

Flexner to Veblen (Prince. Univ.):

"I have yours of January 26, There could be no more striking contrast than
is afforded by the communications from Morse and Bliss. I feel reasonably certain that
we can educatefd American universities to cooperate with us if we proceed quietly,
unostentatiously, and of course do a superior job. On the other hand, if our present
policy proves futile, we shall have to think again. I cannot refrain from pointing

out that Morse does not appear to have the slightest feeling of responsibility for
3 \Currier or for mathematics. Your brief note to him is admirable.®

File IV=-21



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933
From the Shelby Whitg n9_303 Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

HARVARD
MORSE, MARSTON
FLEXNER, A.

CURRIER

Relations WOAI
Biographical

Biographical

Letter from Morse to Flexner, January 28, 1933,

regarding Currier atb Harvarde.

Letter filed in Chronological File under 1933, 1/28.

D3 Morse, Marson, 1933-1945

1/28
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cCOPY

Harvard University
Cambridge, HMass,

Division of
Mzthenatier
Jamuary 28, 1933
Dr, Abraham Flexner
The Institute for Advanced Studies
100 Bast 42nd St¢reet
New York, New York
My dear Dr. Flexner:
The members of the Division of Mathematice at Harvard join
me in volcing thelr appreciation of your statement of poligy of the Insti-
1 tute, and their cordial desire to cooperate with the Imstitute whenever
matually satisfactory arrangements in individusl cases can be made.
It appears from what Professor Veblenm has slready written me,
and from what you have written me, that the case of Dr. Currier is probably
not one well adapted for the malking of arrengements sultable both for the
Institute and Harvard, The difficulty here arises from the fact that a man
is appointed merely from year %o year, unless he recd@ives a Facyilty Appcintmegt
of three years. It does not appear wise to recommend Currier for such an ap-
pointment at the moment. Such men as Dr. Seidel and Dr. Gergen are on the same
footing. Without recomnending Currier for a three year appointment there would
seel to be no possibility of the Adwministration granting him a year off at half
paye. Nor the sake of the success of possible future cases of a more advantageous
nature it would appear wiser not to bring the matter before the University authorities

at present,
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I should like to add that I appreciate and approve the aims
of the Institute most heartily, and feel that it bhas already had a
beneficial effect in focusing attention on the more important matters
with which a university should be concerned.
Very truly yours,
(signed) MARSTON MORSE
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FLEXNER, A, Biographical
MITRANY

Vertical File, Frankfurter-1l
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EINSTEIN, A. Biographicd

FLEXNER, A.

Flexner acknowledges a letter from Einstein dated
January 17, not in file. This contained a statement for the
Bulletin on Einstein's contemplated work during khkex his first
session at the Institute. In this letter Flexner cautions
Einstein against the "Jewish Telegraphic Agency" and other
newspapers and publications who are beseiging Einstein.

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

1933

VEBLEN, O.
MORSE, MARSTON
GRANTS IN AID
HARVARD

Veblen to Morse (Harvard)

v1/23

Biographical

Academic Personnel

Relations W.0.A.I.

"T have talked with Dr. Flexner about Currier and find that in order to obtain
(consideration for him, it will be necessary to have dfinite assurance that there will be
|a place at Harvard for him to return to. This is being done in all analogous cases and
'there seems to be no reason for making an exception of Currier.

1 "Tt looks now as though we should have a very good group of younger men next
| year. In the course of the negotigations that have taken place, we have arrived at much

'more definite ideas as to how to handle matters.

I hope very much that we can establish

rgood working relations with Harvard as we seem to be doing with everyone else.!

File IV=-21
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,PARTICTPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Personnel
ASSOCIATIONS
GRANTS IN AID
HARVARD Relations W.0.A.TI.

PRINCETON
"Dear Professor Veblen:

"I have been giving a good deal of thought to your letter of January 18 and
to the long conversation which we had on the day following. Let me lay before you the
results of my cogitations.

"l. As to the form of govermment. In Germany and France there is a govermmenta
agency and in Germany a curator which relieve the faculty of an immense amount of adminis-
trative detail. In Oxford and Cambridge everything is done by the dons but with the resul
that in the last half century or so three times Royal Commissions have been appointed
which have overhauled the universities. In addition, Curzon, when he was Vice-Chancellor
in Oxford, wrote a scathing criticism of the university and in the last year or two a
voluntary committee has been formed, made up of Oxford men, only a few of whom are dons,
for the purpose of criticising and improving the conduct of the university. It does not
see to me therefore that either the contimental universities or the English universitifes
can be quoted in favor of an arrangement for throwing everything upon the professors.

% Moreover, if I can judge from the amount of work, mostly useless, that passes over my
desk, I do not see how a group of scientists can manage a going and growing institution
without serious sacrifice of their work. At this moment, for example, in the Institute
the members of the School of Mathematics would not only be thinking of mathematics and
answering a lot of mail and inquiries with which they really do not need to be bothered,
but they would be discussing what we should do next - classies, history, economics, or
what not. The scheme under which we are proceeding aims to place the professors in
positions of dignity and responsibility, to give them freedom from administrative duties,

| an adequate part in the development of the institution while at the same time utilizing
laymen who ¢an render important service, and someone whose main task it is to plan for
future developments. I do not know whether this will work out or not, but it seems to
me superior to the American or to the foreign organizations so far as I know them. X

"2, I cannot satisfy myself that it is right to give the name of associate to
persons to whom we make grants in aid, for it does not seem to me to be fair. They be-
long to other institutions. They come to us primarily as workers. While the title of
associates may improve their situation at the end of a year when they leave, I cannot
help asking myself whether that is a thing to which we ought to be a party. Persons of
this kind should, I think, be simply listed as receiving grants in aid. It will thus be
understood that the rest of their means are derived from other sources.
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"Your letter does not state precisely what you have in mind regarding either
Albert or Currier, but I do not believe that I could recommend to the Board that we
should simply make an appropriation - which is what it amount to - to Harvard and the
University of Chicago in order to enable them to send Currier and Albert to work with
us at Princeton. These are both rich institutions, thoroughly able to give their men add-
itional opportunities, of which they themselves will reap the benefit., The institutions
and the men should between them make the sacrifice. We have undertaken to deal somewhat
differently with vanKampen, whether soundly or not I am not sure.

"I feel strongly the importance of the point which we made as we were parting
last week, namely, that we must proceed dowly:in order to be as certain as we can that
we set no precedents which will have to be undone or regretted.

"With all good wishes and high regard,

Sincerely yours, "

yqb A T levnee

| File IV-21
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s
ASSOCTIATTONS Academic Personnel
GRANTS~IN-ATD
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Letter from Flexner to Veblen)
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Veblen to Flexner (NYC)

"It is easy enough to put Einstein's statement into English butfthen it comes
to elaborating, I confess that I am stuck. He says absolutely nothing as to whether he
intends to give any lectures or have anything in the nature of a Seminar. Indeed he
merely says that he intends to work with Mayer in a certain field. TInterestingly enough,
this is a subject on which I lectured in Princeton a year ago and shall probably be
taking up again in my Seminar this year and next. My translation of what he says would
be as follows.

'Professor Einstein and Dr. Mayer intend to discuss the theory of spinors and
their application to field theory!.

"I can see how unsatisfactory this is for your purposes but I don't believe it
would be safe to elaborate it further until Einstein has said something about what he
actually is going to do. It is my belief that you do not want for your pamphlet what a

man intends to do in his own research. Wiat you really want is a statement of what he

will do to make himself accessible to students and others. Perhaps Einstein would be
willing to give you something more satisfactory if you sent him a copy of the manuscript
for the Bulletin as it exists at the present time.

"] am sorry but your letter dated the 21lst only arrived a few minutes ago. I
wrote yesterday the letter to Morse of which I sent you a copy.

"With regard to the men whom we are inviting here for one year, I think it is
a mistake to assume that the benefits will accrue only to them and to the universities
to which they are attached. We have been doing this sort of thing with the research
funds in Princeton on a smaller scale for many years and have found that it was very
stimulating to our own work. I think we must learn by experience how much it is necessary
to do in order to attract such men, I should, of course, like to make the funds reach
as far as possible but I don't think what has thus far been proposed is extravagant. If
we can establish the principle that the universities who send us men for a year are
commited to take them back at the end of that year, we will certainly be able to handle
the junior personnel problem much more cheaply than we otherwise could.

"What you say about the form of government impresses me very strongly. My own
position is simply that we should give the people who administér our funds for us as
little power as is consistent with efficiency. You are doubtless a better judge than I
of how far it is necessary to go.
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"I am convinced that a Congressional investigation of American universities
would uncover much worse conditions than any royal commission ever found in the English
universities. In fact, I imagine that there are few business organizations, if any,
which have not needed reorganization from time to time during the last 50 or 100 years,

"On all these questions I feel fairly well at ease now that we have a good
start, and expect to know more about them after a couple of years."

File IV-21
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GENERAL ' Academic Personnel
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION
Rooe Flexner to Veblen:

"T shall leave the matter of the nomination of younger men for the American
Mathematical Society entirely to you and your associates.

L] it

Flexner to Veblen:

"Tn organizing the School of Mathematics for the next academic year you and
Professor Alexander, who are now on the ground, can feel that you have at your disposal
$15,000 to be used for grants in aid, fellowships, assistants, or loans, as you see fit.
I shall at the April meeting of the Board ask a further appropriation of $5,000 to be
placed at your disposal for what you call 'minor appointments'.

"If you will let me know, I will inform the Treasurer as to who the persons are
whom you have selected and how and when remittances are to be made beginning with the
next academic year.

"For the present I have the feeling that we should in the case of these
temporary or short-term appointments avoid titles beyond those included in the actual

resolutions of the Board. The experience of the next few s 43
- i g will d
us in deciding details as yet undetermined, " ¥ oubtless help

File TV-21
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Letter from Veblen o Flexner (NYC)
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_6CHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
MEMBERS Academic Personnel
MORSE, MARSTON Biogrephical
FLEXNER, A.

Flexner to Morse, January 25, 1933.

Professor Veblen has told Flexner something of his correspondéence
with Morse regarding Mr. Currier: in the interest of making the
Institue for Advanced Study useful by cooperation with universities through-
out the country, and in view of the fact that the numbers will be
small and carefully selected, he hopes that Harvard will find it possible
to send Mr. Currier to the Institute on one-half pay for a year.

"I may say in explanation that weare trying this experiment
because.the sabbatical year may come so late in a man's life as to be
relatively unimportant from the standpoint of his development. By the
device which I have mentioned above a man to whom an institution attaches

great worth can get a year or two years early in his academic career
at a time when opportunity of this sort may mean most to him."

Morse to Flexner, January 28, 1933.

A cordial and congratulatory, warm message from Morse and the
members of the Division of Mathematics at Harvard, and all good wishes
for the success of the Institute. He thinks that the Currier case is not
the proper one inwhich to begin this relationship between Harvard and
the Institute, since Currier is in the status where ix he is being
appointed from year to year, fiot until he gets a Faculty appointment of
three years would it be possible to do t his.

"I should like to add that I appreciate and approve the aims of
the Institute most heartily, and feel that it has already had a beneficial
effect in focusing attention on the more important matters with which a
university should be concerned,™

B P, Marsban Mapse (/137 -/ P50)
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PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Personnel

Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

"Many thanks for your letter defining the procedure with regard to junior
appointments. I now feel that I understand clearly what can be done in further cases
that are likely to arise and also that we are pretty sure to have the right sort of
group of younger men with us.

"Your letter to Morse seems to me an admirable statement of policy and I
think there is a fair chance that we may be able to live up to it. I enclose herewith
\_ a letter from Morse which was awaiting me on my return home last night and also my
' reply to it which was dictated before I received your letter.
" "

File TN-21
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HARVARD Rek tions W.0.A.T.
FLEXNER, A. Biographical
VEBLEN, O.

ASSTSTANTS Academic Personnel

See PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION

Letter from Veblen to Flexner dated 1/26/33 on Morse (harvard) and junior
appointments.

File IV-21
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Biographical
VON NEUMANN, JCHN
TORRANCE, CHARLES C.
SAFARTES Academie -Personnal
BENEEITS
Minutes, p. 2

"RESOLVED, That Professor John von Neumann be appointed as a Professor in the
School of Mathematics upon the following terms: +that his appointment as Professor in the
School of Mathematics date from April 1, 1933; that his salary be fixed at Ten thousand
Dollars ($10,000.00) per annum, of which he will contribute five per cent (5#,) to the
Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America, the Institute contribfiting an
equal sum monthly; and that unless his term of appointment be prolonged by mutual con-
sent, he retire at sixty-five (65) years of age."

"RESOLVED, That the Director be and hereby is authorized to engage the services
of Dre Charles C. Torrance as assistant to Professor John von Neumann, a% a salary of

Fifteen hundred Dollars (§1,500.00) per annum, for the term of one yearg, commending
April 1, 1933."

Vol. I, No. 11



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933
From the Shelby Whit 93&3’1 Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 1/ 2 8

EINSTEIN, A. Biographicd

FLEXNER, A.

Einstein to Flexner, January 28, 1933.

A cordial letter saying that he had reached the conclusion
on his own that the Jewish Telegraphic Agency was really neb
furthering the Jewish interests at=adl, and also saying t hat
he had been very suspicious of Mr. Landau who was ,—apparenbly,

with the agency.

Flexner has made arrangements for t he Binsteins to stop
at the Bambergers in Newark on the way back to Europe. here
also was an arrangement that he would stop at Mr. Warburg's
which Flexner, likewise made, but the evidence in the file
would indicate that Mp. Landau finally knew where he was. Lhere
is some correspondence in German which I have not translated
which may be necessary.

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933



From the $helby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Rrinceton, NJ, USA’

1933 4, 1/28

Beatrice\?ern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933

ECONOMICS Academic Organization
Minutes, p. 3

"RESOLVED, That the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) be and hereby
is placed at the disposal of the Director to be paid by the Treasurer as honorarium to
such person as the Director may indicate in connection with his study of the field of
economics."

Vol. I, No. 11
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APPOINTMENTS Academic Personnel
BENEFITS
VON NEUMANN, JOHNg Biographical

“lexner to von Neumann, Jan. 31, 1933.

"I have pleasure in informing you that at a meeting of
the Executive Committee of the Institute for Advanced Study
held on January 28, 1933, you were appointed Profecssor of
Mathematics in the Institute. I look forward with great

pleasure to collaboration with you in the development of this
new institution."

(von Neumann was appointed as of April 1, 1933, per minutes
of Executive Committee Jan. 28, 1933, p. 2) at §10,000,

D, Von Neumann, John
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Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

®T am enclosing a copy of an extremely cordial letter from Professor Morse.
i geel very certain that if we play our cards skilfully, we shall establish an effective
cooperation with the Harvard group.

"Thank you very much for sending me a copy of Professor Blakeslee's letter.
I do not feel that at the moment this is a field into which we can stray, though T
think we ought to keep our minds open for unique’opportunities."

File IV-21
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WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

®I am returning the letter from Courant, which is thoroughly satistactory, and
also a copy of a letter which I am writing him this morning. I am glad to know that
you yourself have written Weyl. Please do everything in your power to buck him up. I
heard last night from Aydelotte that Weyl's physician had forbidden his coming to Swarth-
more. 1 do not see that anyone is to be blamed. Certainly we put no pressure upon Weyl
to come, and his colleagues put no pressure upon him to stay. The incident is one of
those unfortunate things which can only be deplored. The string of events was begun
by Weyl himsllf when he wrote you that he would like to reconsider his declination of the
Princeton offer. All we can do now is to help restore his morale.

File IV-21
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EMIGRES Academic Personnel
WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
COURANT, RICHARD

Flexner to Courant (Univ. of G8ttingen):

"Professor Veblen has kindly sent me your letter of January 21. May I assure
you and Professor Weyl in all sincerity that absolutely no feeling of resentment exists on
this side of the water? It did not occur to me for a moment that you or your colleagues
had put any pressure upon Professor Weyl. I realized that he was of a vacillating nature,
and this fact plus the complication due to the death of his mother-in-law easily account
for his several changes of mind. As far as I can recollect, in every letter I wrote him
I assured him that I wished him to do nothing that was not for his own good and his own
happiness. I have the same feeling about the whole matter at this time. His happiness,
his wife's happiness, his family's happiness ought to come first, and it is far better
that he should realize this situation before coming to America rather than feel himself
bound by an acceptance which he was likely to regret. You can assure him, if you have
the smwekn opportunity, that I am profoundly sorry that he has been so greatly disturbed
and that neither Veblen nor I entertain the slightest feeling on the subject. As far as

he_ Institute is concerned, as you well know, no one is ever indispensable, and, though
eyl would undoubtedly have added great strength, I am sure that in the long run we shall

find or develop someone who will be equal to our needs.
Weyl should recover his health and vigor and that he sho
remorse, in so far as I am concerned.

My one wish now is that Professof
uld be troubled by no regrets or

"This letter you are free to show

entire group." him, for it represents the feeling of our

File II-5
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ASSTSTANTS Academic Personnel
GRANTS IN AID

Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

"...

*,,.I wish now to raise the question whether the personal assistants to professe
ors are included in the $15,000 which is to be used ior these appointments. If so, the
fund is practically exhausted when we make allowance for Wilder and the three assistants.®

Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ,.):

u...

"T snould not think the personal assistants to the professors ought to be
included in the $15,000 to be used for the grants in aid. This fund should be regarded
as grrants in aid to persons not officially connected with the Institute but rather as
having permanent connections wlsewhere. The Executive Committee appropriated $1,500
for Dr. Torrance..."

File IV=-21
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LEFSCHETZ, S. Biographical
PONTRJAGIN, S. L.
Flexner to Vpeklen (Princ. Univ.):
WThis is a line to confirm our conversation in reference to Pont¥jagin. It

is understood that Lefschetz will conduct the negotiations with him in the hope of
bringing him to the Institute next year by means of a grant in aid."

File IV=-21
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

HARVAED UNIVERSITY Educational Institutions
FRANKFURTER, F.
FLEXNER, A.

MITRANY

Vertical File, Frankfurter-1l
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PONTRJIAOTH, L. 8. Hography
PORETOR Acadenic sotivities T s

Lefschetz, 5. to Pontrjagin (Messow)
unear Lev Semenichs

o7 take great plessure in infomsing you that the Institute for Advanced Study
just opened in Princeton by Dr. A. Flexner, bas nede a grant of $1800 to you for the
year 1933-193h with an additionsl sus m&m&m for travelling expensee to
enable to spend the m. mmmmmxwmam
‘m&;;um grant you the nesessary losve of absence and we, on ouwr elido,
shall do our best to make M here no leer agreckble than prefitable. For the
m.xmmw:«mmumm«mmrum

*7 am enclosing an English trenslation of fday letter of which I am alse
8 copy to Alexandreff, xummummmumhmm.

File ITI-13
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MITRANY, DAVID Biographical
MAASS, Herbert

FLEXNER, ABRAHAM

FRANKFURTER, FELIX

Mr. Maass to Dr. Flexmers:

“Herewith returned please find Professor Frankfurter's letter to you. Having so
high a regard for Profeseor Frankfurter's judgment, especially, in matters of this kind,
I am constrained to believe that we could get no higher drecommendation of ff Professor
Mitrany's qualifications. Certainly, the lectures that I had the privilege ®f reading
strongly sustain the views expressed by Professor Frankfurter.®

Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H.
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GENERAL Academic Organization

WOODWARD, E. L. Biographical

Letter of above date from Woodward to Flexner attached
herewitho,

D, Woodward, E. L
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Feb. 16, 1933

ALL SOULS COLLEGE,
OXFORD.
My dear Flexner,

. I have just had your most kind--characteristically kind--
letter X and I am just overwhelmed by it. Of course I should like
immensely to think out a shheme on the lines you suggest--the
pleasure of doing 1it, especially in times like these when we seem
to be slipping back into the pre-war anarchy of the world without
the pre-war material prosperity. The pleasure of thinking out a
constructive scheme for an actual institution and not merely for
a Bodleian which won't be built--is sufficient in itself (more than
sufficient for me to break the rules of syntax in an interminable
sentence) but I really think that the of dollars you propose
is far too great. I imagine that you would want something of 60
pages--1 should say 60 as a minimum--probably at least 100. I
have benefited so much from the endowments given to the English-
speaking peoples by past generations--by Henry Chickole, Richard Foxe,
Thomas White--to mention only those names--that I should without
question think it only a small repayment of a debt to do all I could
to enlarge the purpose of present ~ . Therefore, may I--
with my many thanks--leave it to you to give me what you will Dbe
giving the other people whom you may consult. :
ML
As for the names of those others. I should feel inclined
to suggest André Siegfried and Mendelsohn-Bartholdy. I do not i
know M. B. But from all I have heard sbotut him he is a very good U
man. I do not think you would get a better man in France than
Siegfried--he is a little superficial but his m nd is more alert,
"realist", and well-trained. If F. Meinecke were younger and
specialized I should suggest him but I think M. B. would
be better. Siegfried's experience at the Ecold tts M des sciences
politiques would be of value and it would be useful %o have the
ideas of a man who knows England and America as well as France.

{ O b ¢

Now for my own memorandum: on first thought--and for my

own reflections if not for my final draft. I should davide the

subject into two parts: part 1--a discussion on ends and methods—

what we want to discover--to keep on discovering--and what are the

best means for making our discoveries? 2. In a work of this kind ™
\ how much can be assigned to any one institute? If one were thinking

about & star map one could divide the heavens by the number of

observatories, and t hen--making adjustments for the situation,

staff and insbruments of Gl observatory, allot the tasks with almost

% NA
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mathematical fairness. But man 1s more elusive than QOrion, and

the study of man can't be allocated so neatly! I can evoke part 1
out of my own inner consciousness, like the German and the camel, by
various methods--such as observing t he kind of mistakes made by
lack of knowledge--but! Should like more information for part 2.
In the first place how many men would.the.Institute employ?

(There is of course a limit beyond which--even if one had unlimited
funds--one would not wish to go. This limit is reached very

soon). Then there is the question of apparatus--I mean books and
documents. I imagine from what you have told me that a working
library can be provided at the Institute and that elsewhere

within easy distance--using if necessary train or car--there are
unlimited library facilities. I should also take for granted such
expert research assistants (e. g. for statistical work).

3. Would you think it profitable to have--together with a
resident nucleus--a certain number of non-resident members--or
rather of members who woiild come to the Institute for some months
in the year, but whose work would take them--for most part of the
time--to places other than the neighborhood of New York? I
think this is an importent point. (One might t ake the analogy
of field botanists). I have noticed--in the case of one English
professor of international relations (Webster)--that a man's point

of view has been noticeably widened by his spending part of the year

in this country and part at Harvard and I should think that in the
study of present-day political and economic phenomena one must
be for most of one's time near to the phenomena which one 1s

N gtudying--near for the purpose of analysis.) 1 am assuming that
_stuaying pury N g

one is working to analyse and not to attempt forecasts). One would
not want people to be roving about vaguely, but whereas Einstein
can--given certain apparatus and sufficilment {ewdij> and income

do his work anywhere, I am inclined to think that a man who was

é. g. enquiring into the relation between the law and opinion

in England would want to live mainly in England--though 1t

would be most important that--for certain periods he should come
to the Institute--as to a place which he knew and where he was at
home--for certain periods he should come to the Institute--and
meet other people working on the same subject in relation to
other countries, and that for an enquiry upon law and opinion
generally on the whole world you wWould begin with local enquiries.

Then to go to a different point--would you allow me to show
my draft to other people such as Beveridge, or J._L. Stocks, or
Zimmerman, or Ermst Barker? I should get a good many copiles typed
and -ask for their ¢omments. I think a good many points which
occur to me will settde themselves as I go along--I mean I will
find that one branch of enquiry is already being done at such
a place, or that another branch should be done somewhere else;
byt the main thing to keep in mind from the first will be to
avoid (a) attempting to cover all knowledge (b) to avoid becoming
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no more than a clearing house, a bibliographical or statistical

{ MNinstitute, or--a.mere home of rest. (This latter danger is very

‘| real--give a learned man the most perfect surrounding s--remove
jars, anxieties, drudgery, slights, and--if you dén't take the utmo st
care-he will go quickly to sleep and sleep for years and yearsl)

This letter is becoming a preface to a report. So I hadbetter
bring it to an end.

Once again my many thanks both for your kindness and for the
thing-in-itself. We shall go and come home, via
Canada. We shall arrive at Montreal by the Empress of Britain
leaving England on June 23 and we shall leave Vancouver on July 15.
It will be delightful to come to you.

Most grateful again for the enquiries you have made about
lectures, but with this proposal of yours--scaled down financially
as it should be--I will not now think of anything else. I should not
want to give the time in Canada or U. S. A. and I shall also
want all my time here to draft the memorandum, and would not want
towrite any new lectures (still less to fob off old seminars,
as it were, upon an audience)., I have done about 300 pp. of
rough draft of Vol I of my magnum opus dn civilization between
1871 and 191Lh--I expect to get another 100 pp. done this term--

T'm 'trying it on the dog' by giving the draft as lecturesl--I must
now get tomorrow's dose into shape.

Our good wishes.

Yours g
/s/ E. L. Woodward

This letter--as the last three words show!--is from my wife as well
as myself and we thank Mrs. Flexner and Eleanor for asking us to
break into your lake solitude.
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WEYL, HERMANN Biographical

Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

oee

"I spent last evening compesing an answer to a letter from Weyl. He wrote
from Berlin where, as he said, he was in the hands of a nerve specialist. He seems
still to be in a state of mental depression and bad health. He feels that he has
treated you and everyone else very badly and gave me something of an analysis of what
has been and is his state of mind., It agrees quite well with what we heard from Courant
and also with a letter which I had a week ago from Mrs. Weyle I am still not clear,
however, as to whether he feels that his final cablegram was ghistake due to his depres-
sion or whether in accepting he was acting contrary to his deeper nature. I wrote him

a reassuring letter and told him a good deal about what has been done over the personnel
question.®

File IV-21
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CCURANT, RICHARD Biographical
WEYL, HERMANN
EMIGRES Academic Personnel

Flexner to Courant (Univ. of G8ttingen):

"I appreciate very highly indeed the motive which prompted you to write me on

February L« But let me assure you with the strongest possible emphasis that I have newer
for a moment thought that Professor Weyl's colleagues or the gentlemen in the Prussian
Ministry had put the slightest pressure upon him. As a matter of fact, I myself put no
pressure upon him. I ought to tell you confidentially how it happened that I invited
Weyl to cometo the Institute. About a year ago, one of Weyl's colleagues in America
showed me a letter written by Professor Weyl in which he said that in view of the unrest
in Germany he had often wished that he might reconsider a previous invitation which he had
had to come to America. Acting on this expression which he had made to another person, I
went to GOttingen and told him what I was proposing to do. I made him no definite propo-
sition bbut during the summer President Aydelotte of Swarthmore College, who was in Berlin,
met Professor Weyl and cabled me to the effect that Professor Weyl wishes a definite propo-
;sition;% I thereupon sent him a cabled invitation. He replied, after a reasonable delay,
‘that he would ‘'accept in principle'. From that time on, he fluctuated in his decision.
In every letter which I wrote him I urged him not to come to America unless he and his
family would be happy to do so, so that not only you and the gentlemen in the Ministry
exercised no pressure, I myself exercised none beyond the fact that at his suggestion I
sent him a definite invitation.

"Now let me make another point clear to you and your associates and to Professor
Weyle I am deeply and genuinely distressed to learn that he has suffered so severely,
and that he has in his own family experienced such serious losses and troubles. I have
nothing but the kindest and most sympathetic feelings in the world to him and his family,
and do not blame him in the slightest degree, and I have said nothing to him in any letter
which I have written to him which was of a harsh or reproachful nature. You can give him
and his family every assurance of the esteem and regard in which I hold him; you can tell
them that they have been in no wise affected by his declination, and under no circumstances
would my opinion of his high character and his great ability be in the slightest degree
affecteds Also, assure him and his family, please, that the development of the Institute
is going ahead smoothly and that he has been responsible for no difficulties of any kind.
I know of your interest in the enterprise and I shall certainly keep you and your associates
informed of every step we take. I shall feel it a great privilege to visit you again in
GBttingen, and I hope very, very much that we may have the pleasure of greeting you in
Princeton or in Canada, or, better still, in both.

"In these sad times which dim America as they do the rest of the world, those who
are devoted to learning must stand together and help one anobher. My wife and children,
and Mrs. Bailey, My secretary, join me in warmest greetings to you and your associates."
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FRANKFURTER, FELIX Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Frankfurter to Flexner
RimxnerxEnxReankfuarker, February 21, 1933,

"My mind is not yet turned to the personal matter you
put te me." This was undoubtedly an invitation to join the
Board of Trustees.

Frankfurter to Flexner, February 2, 1933. He is
still considering eagerly and sympathetically/ Flexner's
desire to have him on the Board. .

Frankfurter to Flexner, March I, 1933. A letter also
transmitted +to Mr. Straus of the Trustees accepting a place
on the Board subject to the conditiong that he 1s an
exceedingly busy man, and will give as much time as he can
to the Institute. The delay in his consideration has been
due to his abhorrance of RammizRirExkmrxyixxmspmEiakiy
"gummy directors", especially dummy educational éirectors,

Flexner to Frankfurter, April 26, 1933. Flexner
informs Frankfurtcr he has been elected Trusteeo
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on April 27, 1933, Frankfurter deplores his "thoughtlessﬂky;
in a letter to Flexner, for he will not be able to attend
next year's meetings, as he is to be in Oxford. He briskly
suggests a "leave of absence” if Flexner finds thatis the
appropriate mechanism. .

Flexner replies comfertably that of course he under-
stood Frankfurter would be away, and that he will take 1%
up at the Board meeting in Qctober.

On May L, 1933, Mrs. Bailey informs Frankfurter in
0xford that he hasbeen appointed a member of the Executive
Committee.

DFle- prankfurter Rite—f—{Eistory—Riles)
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TRUSTEES Corporation

STEWART, W. W, Biographical
Flexner to Frankfurter, February 28, 1933, Flexner

received acceptance from Walter W, Stewart to serve on

Board of Trustees.

Elected at meeting April 25, 1933,

D File, Flexner, A,
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EINSTEIN, A. Biographical
FOUNDERS Corporation

When the Einsteins came east from Pasadena to return
to Burope, they stopped at the home of Bamberger and |
Mps. Fuld mm& while they waited for their boat. This was
the period of the bank moratorium, the banks aE reopened on
Mareh 13, 1933

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1930-1936
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STEWART, W. W. Biographical
FRANKFURTER

Flexner to Mrs. Fuld March 1, 1933.
9 S lisaa

s One of his many friendly, infommative notes. Yesterday he
had lunched with Stewart for the second time. Stewart has
'been considering trusteeship for two weeks. Flexner quotes
from memory what Stewart said: "I have thought over your
invitation, and I shall accept. In my judgment, there is no
place in Europe or America where a school of economics or
politics has been formed in such wise that economics can be
placed on the level of scientific medicine or any of the exact
sciences. oOur main difficulty in the presant crisis is that
nobody knows anything, and we cannot in the midst of this
storm find the truth in a hurry. As I understand it, you are
proposing to c¢reate for economists the conditions which are
enjoyed by physlcists, mathematicians, etc. If you do, it will
mark a new era in the world, and I shall be very, very proud to
contribute my experience both as professor #x and.as-a.business
man to the Slow upbuilding of such ‘an enterprise." o
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", ..3tewart is, as far as I can learn, the most careful
thorough-going, and cautious thinker in this whole fie&d."
Then Flexner says he talked w1th Frankfurter on the trusteeshlg

whose Tirst Temark was, "Wwhy don't you get Walter Stewart
%Texner is sure he will

Fhough Frankfurter gave no answer,
accept.
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D, Fuld, Mrs. Felix
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EINSTEIN, A. Biographical

A very cordial letter from Frau and Dr. Einstein
thanking Felix Warburg for his invitation to spend time in
New York pending their departure for Europe, but indicating
that they were probably leaving on the same day of their

arrival.,.

D, Felix Warburg
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POLICIES ' Adninistration
VEELEN, O. Biographical
FELLOWS Academic Personnel

GRANT IN AID

Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

" L N
] uThe following scheme has occurred to me as being perhaps a desirable one for
bringing to the Institute a continuous supply of junior members. Several of the colleges
in Cambridge (England) have research fellowships which pay their incumbents 300 pounds a
year together with residence quarters and dinners. These appointments last for something
like three years, one of which may be spent away from Cambridge at the will of the incum-
bent. It appears that a grant of approximately $1000 would be enough to enable the holdez
of one of these fellowships to spend a year d&n the Institute. I gather from conwersations
with two of these men who are now in the United States (one at Princeton and the other at
M.T.T. working with Norbert Weiner) that there would be a good deal of interest in such a
lan., Possibly we might use a part of the $5000 which I understand is to be available
his spring in this way.
eool File IV-Z].
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FOUNDERS Corporation
EINSTEIN, A. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Flexner to Mrs. Fuld, March 10, 1933, wire to Arizona,
that Professor and Mrs. Einstein cannot sail on the Deutschland
as expected and they will have to remain inNew York a few dayse
Acting on something they once said to him he has invited them
by wire to spend a few days quietly in Mrs. Fuld!'s home in
South Orgnge which he happily accepted. Hope you approve.

Mareh 11, 1933, welcoming statement from Mrs. Fuld.

The Einsteins apparently accepted,but later sent Flexner
a wire f rom Chicago changing the arrangements. They stayed
with Mr. Warburg instead, or he put them up at the Waldorf--it's
not c¢lear which. Because of the short time they were in New York
it was more convenient. There was a banquet given for Binstein at

the Commodore Hotel.
D, Fuld, Mrs. Felix
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TRUSTEES Corporation
BAMBERGER, LOUIS Biographical
FILEXNER, A.

FRANKFURTER, FELIX
STEWART, W. W.

Bamberger to Flexmer.

Frankfurter and Stewart will add "prestlge and influence"
to the Institute. y

D, L, Bamberger, 1930-32
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GENERAL Finance

Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

"’.QO

"You will now understand why I was uneasy months ago when I wrote you that I
felt by no means sure that this country would remain on the gold standard. With all the
pretense to the contrary, we are off the gold standard. Luckily the Institute has so
| wide a margin that you need feel absolutely no fear, but I propose to limit our expendi-
tures régidly in order that there may never be the slightest doubt or worry concerning
our ability to meet our obligations."

. File IV-21



Beatrice Stern research ﬁlesl?rgggical Files, Box 1, 1933 Jl '3) ’3’ '7
e

From the Shelby White and Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA j \‘\—b ‘3 ‘ L\ §
. 3| 4
Veblen wrote Flexner 3/13/33 reminding him that he was goigg
[ to consult with “instein while latter was in N.Y. abaxt the
| desirability of P,A.M. “irac for a chair of math. physics,
end saying that he favored Wiener for apptmt Xmx 1in a post
"ecoordinate with “lexander's and von Neumann's if “lexner judged
further expansion in math. desirable. Flexner replied the next
day he doubted if he would have time for a talk with Binstein in
v N.Y. And he coldly reminds V. that he is not making any further
| recommnedations unvil tne {inancial situation clearss
Nothing daunted, Veblen wrote ‘lex. 3/17 quoting Zinstein
as saying that Dirac would be "the best possible cholce " for |
V% ke, snother chairkmxmakhx at IAS. “hen, on further thought after ‘
discussion of "ways and means,'MBe suggested offering him #5M
for period Oct thru Christmaes. He thought Paull next best.?
Flexner and Veblen had talked prior to this letter, and on
3/17 flexner puts down his thoughts: Purpose IAS, research first, |
training a few young men second, mostly Americans. *for "we have
got to do what the Germans did during the 19th cent, mamely,
meke Amer. Wissenschaft respectable. That is our prime and
| essential function, : '
Evidently mistrusting Veblen's ability to absorb this, F
followed up 3/20 by longer explanation, designed to assure V.
' that he wasnt being "nationalistic.”
i Veblen answered 3/2l; "I think I agree with you completely
in your attitude with regard to Amer. vs. foreign appts., *he con-
siderations which you adduce seem to be decisive. Also I appreciat
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yaur desire to be cautious in view of the present economic situat-

ion." Then he confesses that he thinks VYirac wants to stay where

he is anyway, but V. wanted to try because D. was young, extremely

able, and because he is interested in matters being studied by

Einstein, von Neumann and Veblen. |

- H mentioned #iener only to "be fair." He wd bring to Inst. |

the sort of analysis which Hardy expounds, and is American. 1

o Flexner replies 3/27, happy V. shares his view, and caution-
ing that it might be misunderstood by the Bdrs who insisted at
outset on no possible distleepddn, Despite his agreement with
their point of view; kExixxkrmmkkmdxkyxkzix "but on the other

g hand if we do not develop Mmer., who is golng to do it, and the

~  / question arises how much we ought to do for others and how ®=&

. bo make sure that civilization in Amer. advances.

|
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~ 3/17

© DIRAC, P.A.M. Biographical
Veblen to Fle xmer:

"Einstein says that he considers Dirac the best possible choice for another
chair in the Institute. He would like to see us try for D. even if the chance of getting
him is very small. He rates him ahead of everyone else in their field. He places Pauli
of Rurich second, apparently. D.yac dor Ml Pv- 1923 Wi L Sehred g o quanis

%‘“E?(\’"/ G obi ) bpriions| G Wave  idatmica \[Ormad dane)
; "On further consideration of ways and means, he thought it might be good policy
to invite him for a term, say, so as not to ask for a major decision at once. Why not
invite him for the term from Oct. to Christmas at $5000? These are the terms on which
éhe was in Princeton in the fall of 1931.

"Tt would be extraordimarily interesting to see the two of them in action
together. ]

"Dirac would be no problem. He knows how to look after hiﬁself in Princeton.

"The younger Mr. Bamberger seems very nice." A«qb*ubw¢(; \AN—\

Wiy hidodr WA= & Tda 143w W SUL kAR
File IV-21
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POLICIES : Administration
FOREIGN Academic Personnel

Tle xner to Veblen:

i

#T have been giwing a good deal of thought to our conversation of the other
day, namely, as to the developmert of the mathematical group. It seems to me that we
muet leave open the question of expansion for the reasons which I gave you at that time.
[There is another consideration, however. We have got to fulfill two functions, namely -
(1) enable our professors to continue their research under the most feasible possible
circumstances; (2) enable them to train a few young men, mainly Americans. If we can not,

. in other words, make an American contribution to mathematics, the contribution which we

| can make by taking care here and there of a foreigner will be very slight. We have got

' to do what the Germans did during the 19th century, namely, make American Wissenschaft

. respectable. That is our prime and essential function. Hence we must look about among
our 120 millions of Americans for young men who may be worthy of development.

LR T R iy N B R & Mﬁh.%dkm
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Flexner to Veblen: el
275 320

wBeing housebound by the storm yesterday I got to thinking about my note to you,
dated March 17. I wondered if you would interpret it as meaning that I am at all nation-
alistic. Of course, I am not, but I do not see how we can lose sight of the fact that,
whatever we may do for foreignerfs, we must try to develop American culture and civiliza-
tion. Take yourself and Alexander, for instance. TIs it not something that we can give
two Americans like you the opportunity to do the best that lies within you? Would we
be doing as well if we had instead of you two German Jews, let us say, for whom God
knows I should like to do everything in my power? Where shall we draw the line? I do
not know. Perhaps no two persons would draw it in the same place, but this I know that,
if America is to be worth while, we must in the course of time create an American culture
comparable in volume and value to English culture, Frence culture, Italian culture, and
German culture. We can only do this if in the main we seek out Americans and give them
every'opportufnityu Meanwhile, I think we should lose no opportunity to supplement what
Americans can do by drawing sometimes temporarily, sometimes permanently, upon the best
that other nations have produced."

File Iv-21
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BLEICK Biographical
DIRAC, P.A.M.

i GENERAL Finance

FOREIGN Academic Personnel

Veblen to Flexner (NYC(:

T think I agree with you completely in your attitude with regard to American
veesues versus foreign appointments. The considerations which you adduce seem to be
decisive. Also I appretiate your desire to be &mm cautious in view of the present
economic situation.

T have been expressing interest in Dirac in spite of the very small chance
o~ that he could be moved because he is a) young, b) extremely able, and c¢) interested in
+ questions which are close to those being studied by Einstein, von Neumann and myself.
< I really think that the most we could hope to do would be to get him here for a single

| -~ term once in a while. gl B y

"] mention Wiener largely because of a desire to be fair. He seems 10 be now
the most deserving American who is available and he would bring into our group an element



[re—— . . -
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4
which we lack (the sort of analysis of which Hardy is-an exponent).

nShould we wait with further junior appointments until the additional $5000
has been actually appropriated? I have about come to the conclusion that Mr. Bleick
should be giwen a $1000. scholarship or fellowship. He will receive the Ph.De. in
Chemistry this year and wants to continue in mathematical physies. There would be no
point in his taking a Ph.D. over again. Therefore, as he looks like an able man, I
! think he would be an appropriate student for the Institute and just about at a good
point in his development to make use of the opportunities."

File IV-21
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FOREIGN . Academic Personnel
GENERAL Finance
Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

"T am very glad that you and I see eye to eye on this question of the form
which our responsibility should take. Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld mxmx were very anxious
from the outset that no distinction should be made as respects race, religion, nationality
etc., and of course I am in thorough sympathy with their point of view, but on the other
hand if we do not develop America, who is going to do it, and the question arises how
much we ought to do for others and how much to make sure that civilization in America
advances. The matter has been very, very much on my mind, and I do not know that any
two persons would solve it in exactly the same way. I can only say that I am glad to be
assured that you realize that my mind is as wide open as it can possibly be, and in these
days in view of the incredible things happening in Germany we do not wish to brand our-
selves as nationalists in any way whatsoevere.

"No action has yet been taken in respect to the appropriation of %5,000 which
you suggested, inasmuch as there has been no meeting of the Board and will be none until
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Fn"om the ?Jj?%yglhite and L

the 24th of Aprile I have of course no power to authorize any m comnmitment in advance
of action of the Board. Under ordinary circumstances, I should feel very sure that there
would be no difficulty, but there is so much nervousness here over the financial situation
that I feel that in the matter of expenditures I must defer to those who know more about
‘ investments, income, and outlook than I do. In the long run - which I hear will not be
‘ a very long run - everything will be all right, and for the present everything is surely
‘ all right with us, but the one thing that I do not want is that you or I or any person
connected with the Institute shall ever have the slightest concern as respects money.*

File Iv-21
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GENERAL Finance
DIRAC, P.A.M. Biographical
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS Facilities

Veblen to Flexmer:

mMay I remind you that you were going to consult with Einsein about the
desirability of P.A.M. Dirac for a chair of Mathematical Physics?

: #T have become much more favorable to Norbert Wiemer than I was. Would favor
him for a post wordinate with Alexanders and von Neumanns if you judged further expansion
in Math. justifiable. He covers a distinet field of his own.

nIf we are going to have inflation would it not be well to speed up the land
question. At least two of the proposed sites seem good tO me.

"None of these remards requires an answer."

FTlexner to Veblen:
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nT do not believe that I shall have a moment's opportunity to talk with
Einstein during his brief visit to New York. In addition, as I wrote you yesterday,
I believe it souhd policy to make no further moves until the financial situation is
a good deal sounder than it now it.

i "

File IV=-21
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TRUSTEES Corporation
FRANK FURTER, F. Biographical
FLEXNER, A. :
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Agademic Opganization

Vertical File, Frankfurter-1
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INVESTMENT Finance
HARDIN, JOHN R. Biographical

Letter to Leidesdorf, March 28, 1933, regarding
regarding investments.

Filed in “hronological file under 1933, 3/28.

JRE 1930-1933

3/28
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March £5th, 1932,

My doar Mr. Leldesdorfi~

Referring to your recent inquiry
concerning defasult of Atlantic City vonds held by
the Imstitute for Advanced Study, I enclose memoran=-
dum relative thereto obtained from & bomnd house., I
still think it likely that Atlantic City will work
out of its difficulties.

; #Hr. Farrier called me yesterdasy of
the 'phone with reference .o an offer of £140, &
ghare for 15 shares of Hational Rewark and Essex
Banking Compsny, There is absolutely no market

~at this time for the stock of the Bank, or, in
fact, for stock of any other bank in this éity.
The offer has no relation to any cuoted price of
the stock, although guotations are entirely nominal.
Bank shares cannot be sold at this time, they can
only be given away, and the probab&lzeionf :allin§
is not at all bettered by an offer in lots as small
as 10 or 15 shares. 1 quite agree that, with a
sarket avallsble, it would be wise to change this
invesztment, but f cannot see either wisdom or commou-
sense in giving it away.

The Bank is in strong cash and liquid
; position and more then currently earned 1ts dividend
\ during the ¢uarter. The Bank has been accustomed
L to pay a quarterly dividend., It did not pass its
£ dividend, but changed its dividend period from three
to six months because, in times like the present,
three months banking operations are not a suflicient
basis {or intelligent dividend action, Dividend
action will be hereafter senle-annually until business
conditions are agsin normal, There is no justifica~-
tion for paniecky sacrifice of this asset of the In=-
stitute,
Yours very truly,

Br, &« b Leiﬁ&ﬂd@rf'
128 Park Avenue, Hew York City.
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY ‘ Relations WOATI
TRUSTEES Corporation
FOUNDERS

FIEXNER, A. Biographical

Flexner to Mr, Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld, March 29, 1933,
in Apizona.

They have warmly welcomed Flexner's nominations of
Stgewart and Frankfurber to the Board of Trustees and ask
him to inform the Kgmimakimg Chairman of the Nominating
Cormittee.

Flexner discussed with them an idea which they had
before, and had discussed,to appoint t he new president when
he was chosen of Princeton University to the vacancy left
by Lehman's resignation. Flexner now knows who the new
president is, and says he is going to have his hands full. It
might be sounder to elect to the vacancy Dean Eisenhaxn, who is
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Dean of the Faculty in Princeton University, and a very fine
persoh. .

D, Bsmberger, Louis, 1930-1936
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FILEXNER, A - Biographical
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HARDIN, CHARLES

HARDIN, HOHN R.

Flexner to John R, Hardin, March 29, 1933.

"Tn consequence of the announced purpose of Mr. Bamberger
and Mps. Fuld to give up their offices and the regrctfi} B,
acceptance of their decision by the Board I hav§ ggnﬁ gggub
the BywLaws very carefully, making changes require yth‘ls
action on their part. I have also taken a@vantage of 131t
opportunity to make a few other changes which are thidresu
of my experience. I am sending you a draft of the o S
By-Laws with the changes in parallel.columns. r shogt %fer
very much to have any suggestlons which you may care TO O .

-

Charles R. Hardin to "Dear Father", April )i, 1933.

Comments on the proposed changes. The doing away with
the office of presidenfyis not in conflict with the Certificate
of incorporation, but it is with the statute under which the

Institutle is incorpaeated. (THIS MuSEt HOL D& Eorress.,
3 & o Wor e tas moade An"\~d~~.s'=—w)&

] As to Flexner's proposal to make a class of honorary

| trustees who need not be members of the corporation,and
who would serve as Trustees for life: +this would require
an amendment of the Certificate of Incorporation which now
provides that the Trustees shall be members of the corporation
and shall be elected by the members in such manner and for
such terms as the by-laws may prescribe, and that trustees
ceasing to be a member of the corporation shall the reupon
cease to be a Trustee. The statute also provides that the
Trustees be elected by the members. The statute also /
provides that they 'shall hold o ffice for one year, or such term
as the by-laws provide, and until their successors shall be
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elected;" and it occurs to me that this provision might
be construed as requiring election for a fixed term.

"I have no comment to make respecting the other
proposed changes, which would fix a new date for the annual
meeting, eliminate the election of advisory members of the
board from among the faculty, and abolish the committee on
education.” (He fails to note that faculty members
thereupon if members woyld be eligible for election as Ug_zﬁL,
full Trustees). Scbenittn) s>

The Certificate of Incorporation can be modified by ‘3L“~k&4ymm
the approval of a majority of the members. M

John R, Hardin to “lexner, April 5, 1933.

He thinks we cannot abolish the office of "president™
because that would violate the statute, which is succinct
on the matter of terminology.

Ihe provision of the charter with respect to Trustees
being members and ceasing to be trustees when ceasing to be a

member is designed to pravent "floating trusteeswith

indefinite term." "I see no objection in the designatioh
of the title ;ﬁonorary' to a particular trustee, but even

S0 / though fdesignefted he would be required to be elected for
g definite term if entitled to vote as a trustee. There
would be no objection to having Mr. Bamberger and Mrs., Fuld
chosen with the title of honomary trustees without right to
sit_or vote in the Board. Do you think that the desire of
fhe founders to retire goes so far as to have them altogether/
eliminated® Could they not be elected as trustees, or
honorary trustees, with right to sit and vote in the Dboard,

but reélisved otherwise of officiel responsibility?"

Flexner to Hardin, April 7, 1933. Flexner merely
acknowledges and thanks Hardin for his letter of April 5,
and says he will revise the By-Laws to incorporate his

suggestions. [

j;%ﬁ9$9334('346257’ﬂ1v'GVL"’”;;/&édKAA;’éﬂh&4“4ﬁgzﬁg égrté:*‘ﬂ

JRH Correspondence from May, 1930 to December, 1933
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J1933 iﬁo
MATHEMATICS Academic Aetivities Ovq,
ECONOMICS
PCLITICS
MITCHELL, BROADUS Biographical

Mitchell (Johns Hopkins Univ.) to Flexner (IAS, New York): 3|47 %
e
' "My dear Dre Flexmer: Thank you for sending me a copy of your Bulletin No. 2 of
the Institute. I am sure there have been the best of reasons for your choosing to begin
with mathematics, instead of with the social sciences. But when I Baw you, it was the
latter which were in your mind, and I recall that you said science had been much more
attended to, and medicine was on the road to improvement, but that the social sciences
were in an uncertain and undeveloped state, and criedout for study in such an Institute
as yours.
Ty
"Here we are in the fourth year of a depression, feeling our way with many stumbles,
and your highly advantaged men give their time to 'Differential Geometry in its relation
on one side to Topology and on another to Theoretical Physics,' and 'the theory of spinors,
conformal geometry,' etce.

‘ "Your people are to be economically independent, and are to have only the best of

/' students to work with, and are seated at a great university; what better opportunity for
candid inquiry into our social system--its mental pre-occupations, its lags, its methods
of change? You will not have such a chance again, and you have lost it.

"Was it that your income was reduced to the point where you could support mathe-
matics but could not support expensive inquiry in the social sciences?

"The Technocrats, in a blundering way, and with incompleteness, have done what
your men ought to have done! Theirs is an old idea--precisely a Marxian idea--but they
brightened it up and held it before the American people in a way to get attention; mean-
time, your Institute, with many times their opportunities, augments technology which has
already far outrun social contrivance! In my mind, you have done exactly the wrong thing.
I instance the Technocrats, because they are at the extreme from university equipment--a
few devoted laymen working with discharged engineers and architects. And I think their
contribution is in contrast to the unoccupied opportunities of the Institute for Advanced
Study.

"The usual university teacher of Political Economy is dull, lethargic, prejudiced,
with little time or inelination to think for himself, let alone make new inquiries. This
is perfectly apparent at meetings of the American Economic Association. It took that
Association two years to know there was a depression, judged by the programs of the annual
meetings. TYour Institute was a bold ray in the darkness. But what you actually explore,
when you start, is theoretical mathematics! I am disappointed, not only for the Institute,

_but for American economic life. I hope you don't mind my showing my feelings."

Flexner to Mitchell (Johns Hopkins Unive): \) \v 32

/ "Dear Dr. Mitchell: Thank you for your candid comment of March 30. The reasons



L8
Beatrice Stern research files, C zé Z ;(A/!‘}@M dl \ & . ! M ¢ / P s P . Z/Z
From the She‘lq Wj\@and Leon evy rch|v sCenter Instl ute for Adv nced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 3 e 2’ :

which led us to begin with mathematics were very simple. You cannot get away with any-
thing that is not first-rate. It is possible to bring together a group who are first-
rate. The subject cannot be cheapened. I hoped in this way to set up a standard which
would be followed in every other field into which we might enter.

"Fortunately, our income has practically remained unaffected by the depression,
but mathematics was a new subject to me, and it has taken me a good deal of time and
thought and travel to get together a small and what, I hope, is a really first-rate group.

LR "I am going to attack economics and politics next. Can I make them as good as
mathematics? I shall proceed in the same way and explore the ramifications with all the
industry and intelligence that I possess, so don't be disappointed, but just wait, as I am
myself having to wait, though I have less time in which to do it."

S

File ITI-18
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1933 "ﬁ
GERBRAL Academic Organization
GREENSLEL, FERRIS Biography

Greenslet (Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston) to Flammer 4/1/33

“veslongratulations on & wost impressive beginning, I should sugpose that you had got
togethar Lhe most distinguished group of mathematisiane to be found amywhere in the world,

"Spealking as a humanist, I should have admired te see you beginning with one of
the humanities. But Mathematics is the mother, or at least the grandmetber, of 211 the
Fases, and I imagime her progeny will presently begin to appear, Good luck to yoal®

Flemner answere 4/3/33

"essWe began with mathematics for a very simple reason, namely , that there was no human
possibility of doing anything secondwerate and gebtingawsy with it. The humanities will
come in due course. Indeed, it I had consulted my own taste, I should have Begun with

them , but, if you were in my place and were going to do the humanities, what would you dot"

File 11-25

Greenslet to Flexmer L/L:
“Here'w & smap reply to a deep questioni

"If I were going to make & set-up for humanities in an Tnstitute for Advanced
Study, I think I should lay out & plan for the Study of 'Compsrative literature! {Kulturs
Gesci » if you prefer) not unlike that which Woodberry carried on so ,
Tis prime et Columbia but with perhaps less 'idealism' and more exact scholarship,

"As toc the zen, that is indesed & sbicker. John Lowes of Harvard ocours &t once
ae a posaibility. Ollbert Ywrray 1f he were not quite so old and out of faver with certad
Hellenlsts might be one, but I am auwre Oxford and Cambridge betwcen them could twrn wp &
worthy substitute. The Scrbomne could unguestionadly glvesou one or two, though I cannot
at the moment name them; Legouls, for cne, perhaps, These with asscoistes alveady knowm
for a knowledge of the brass tacks of their subjects would give. you something pretiy
ma-mmnwmamwncuummnmmmmmm.

“The above sutmitted withouwt charge.®

File IT«25
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EINSTEIN, A. Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

Flexner cables to Einstein THAT THE newspapers report
German government has confiscated Einstein's bank deposit and
if he needs salary it can begin immediately.

Einstein replies on April 3, 1933, "Hearty thanks. IRAAEEX AR

Unnecessaryo"

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933
From the Shélby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

V1933 L/3
L/k

GENERAL Academic Organization
SCHOOL CF MATHEMATICS

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
Geoffrey May (Johns Hopkins) to Flexner (NYC):

"Your second bulletin for The Institute for Advanced Study has just reached me.
Its directness and simplicity aroused my admiration. Unfortunately, my admiration is

tinged with regret. I am sorry that the natural sciences must again widen their pre-
eminence over the social sciences.

"I realize, of course, that social studies require more outlay than do mathe-
matical. I realize also that there may be no social scientists comparable to the natural
scientists whom you have selected, and that their findings, no matter how extensive, may
be less 'dependable.' To the degree that these situations must dominate your decision,

the more necessary is it that social studies should have not only financial but scholarly
support.”

Flexner to May (Johns Hopkins):

"You were very kind to write me under date of April 3. I have no intention

whatsoever of diverting the Institute into the field of the nmatural sciences. On the
contrary, I want to get into the sciences of society, but there are good reasons for
beginning with mathematics, namely, you cannot get away with anything that is not first-
rate. It is possible to bring together a group who are first-rate. The subject cannot

be cheapened. I hoped in this way to set up a standard which would be followed in every
other field into which we might enter."

File ITI-17
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PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATTION Academic Personnel
FLEXNER, A. Biographical
VEBLEN, O.

BLEICK

GRANT-IN-AID Finance

Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

wT am wondering precisely what qualifications lead you to think that Bleick
deserves a grant in aid of $1,000. Can you send me a line of explanation? There is
nothing we can do as to further grants in aid until the Board meets on April 2l.

#The question of admitting students is, I think, a simple one. There is a
certain amount of money available for grants in aid. This the mathematical group will
administer, and I shall simply exercise a formal oversight, as I think I am in duty
bound to do. Beyond this you can adnit anyone who seems to you thoroughly worth while
at his own expense, if such people there be..."

File IV-21



Beatrice Stern]e?dan% files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933 Vh/ 6

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advancéd Study, Princeton, NJ, USA )4 / 7

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Personnel
FLEXNER, A. Biogrghical
VEBLEN, O.

BLETCK

WILDER

BERNAYS

GRANTS-IN-AID Finance

Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

"...

T have just heard from Professor Wilder that his leave of absence has been
granted by the University of Michigan and that he is ready to accept the grant in aid
offered him in my letter of January 7th. I enclose herewith a copy of my letter of

January 7th and also a cogg of a statement about his salary contained in afetter frqm
him to me dated December 28th. In reply to his last letter I have asked him to sen

me up to date information on this point.

®T am not sure whether it is better for you to correspond directly with Wilder
or with the Chairman of his Dem rtment, Professor J. W. Glover.

"I agree perfectly with what you say about the admission of students to the
Institute and it is on exactly that basis that I recommend that Mr. Bleick be admitted.
Whether Mr. Bleick should receive any sort of a stipend is a question which ought to
wait until we have had a chance to discuss the question further. I think he should receiv
one if one is available and if we stick to the program which we discussed a couple of
months ago. I think there is no particular hurry about that question but I believe it
would be advisable to admit him as a student without much delay.

"I, yesterday's mail there was a long letter from Weyl and a short but signifi-
cany one from Bernays of Gottingen which I should like to discuss with you when I see you.

Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

T am very happy indeed that my letter clears up the question about admitting
students, - or workers, as I peefer to call them.

T hope that the weather is good tomorrow so that we can make the trip to
Princeton. If it is bad we shall call it off,

"T wonder just what Weyl and Bernays wrote you.
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wiy mail abounds in complimentary notes about the little bulletin. 'Without
intending to do so, I have evidently done sanething unusual, - namely, mentioning the
professors without a long rigmarole about their previous posts and performances. It
will appear from my correspondence that it pays not to advertise, contrary to usual

academic practice.!

File fv-21
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GENERAL (By-laws) Corporation
FOUNDERS
Mr. Maass to Dr. Flexmer:

"I think Mr. Hardin's first objection as to the necessity for having a President and
a Vice-President to conform to the New Jersey statute can readily be met by a By-law
provision requiring that the same person shall hold the office of Chairman and President
and the same person shall hold the office of Vice-Chairman and Vice-President. Tof cover
this, I would suggest that Section 1, of Article IV, be amended to read as follows:

'The officers of the Corporation shall consist of a President, a Vice-President,
a Chairman, and a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasurer, provided, however, that
the person elected to the office of President shall also be the Chairman of the Board
and the person elected as Vice-President shall also be the Vice-Chairman of the Board.

"Coming now to the further point regarding the status of Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld,
if I correctly understand the attitude of Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Buld, it is their purpose

to partic;:g_aj;g_ in alldel{.‘gerations of the Trustees and the various committees. I do not
understand that they are concerned with the right to vote but merely with a desire to
voice and express their views. Such beingﬁthe case, provided the situition is thoroughly



. e N1 4 ,‘
Beatrice Stern research files, C&d&gcaléilé,%&%‘ﬁ%é / FLT n éi sy

Covy H7 P2z
From tnﬁﬁmﬂpy White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institu{;a r Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA \ P

understood by Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld, and they approve the same,

> would require that
Section 1 of Article III be revised to read as follows:

'The two founders of the Institute shall be Honorary Members of the Board of
Trustees for the terms of their respective lives. Upon the death of either or both
of the founders, the office of Honorary Trustee shall cease and no other person or
persons shall be elected thereto, The Honorary Trustees shall meet with the Board

of Trustees and with each and every Committee of the Institute and participate in
the de;;bprgtions of the Board and of the several Committees.'"™

v

Source: TAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H.
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WEYL, H. Biographical

BERNAYS, PAUL

Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

| 0 €

#T communicated with Aydelotte as you suggested but his Committee decided that
it was not advisable to renew the Swarthmore invitation to Weyl for next year. I expect
that Aydelotte will talk with you about the matter when he sees you. After consulting
Eisenhart and Lefschetz, I sent the following cablegram: 'Have consulted Flexner. Offer
can not be remewed now. Shall I seek another arrangement even if temporary?!

nThe point of the last sentence is that in case Weyl is in real difficulties,
T think it not unlikely that something could be done about it. At least, I should wish
to try. His cablegram, however, is explicitly answered by my second séntence. What I

received from him T enclose a copy of.

"I enclose herewith the letter from Bernays which I have answered by saying that
there is no opening in the Institute."

File IV-21
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Opganization
WEYL, HERMANN Biogrephical
FLEXNER, A.

The only pepers in this file appertaining to any of
the appointment matters respecting Weyl are L letters from
Professor Dr. H. Zangger of the Medical Institute of the
University of Zlrich at ZUrich in Switzerland appertaining
to Weyl's health.

The first is directed to Flexmer, April ZX 12, 1933, and
explains that Weyl's health was bad because he overdid
prematurely after a very severe case of influenza.

This was responded to by Flexner, May 1, 1933. He
informed Zangger that before he received Zangger's letter of
April 12, he had "taken xhm steps to have Professor Weyl
invited to deliver a course of lectures in the autumn at
Swarthmore College. This will give us an opportunity to
talk over the whole situation. Your explanation of

Professor Weyl's illness satisfies me completely.™

Flexner to Zangger, May 29, 1933 after another letter
from Zangger, noting that Weyl is comPletely recovered his
health. Flexner says he understands "Professor Weyl is now
almost alone in GBttingemf." He asks Zangger whether Weyl
had made arrangements with the Ministry to come to America
to deliver the lectures at Swarthmore College. There is
disaussion about the general situation in Germany about
which Flexner says the American people are very angry and
disallusioned.

The messages go from Zangger by mohth through other
people, apparentlye.

July 18, 1933, Fléxner to #4 Zangger, enclosing a {@\
letter to Weyl inviting him to become professor in the ‘er
School of Mathematics at I. A, S, This is to be forwarded /i 78
by underground. These are the only letters of the 1933 ®
period which remain in the file. Other correspondence in 14§  y
this filefoes from 1935 on to 1945, and consists of g W IS
affidavits of the residence of Weyl, etc., expense ‘A
accounts, notes about Weyl's asthma, etec. The correspondence
which belongs in this file has been removed.

D File, Weyd, Hermann, 1933-1945

asisdor ¢ %

‘L/‘

erpd 1M prrke
>«



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1933

From the Shelby W%&ﬁwvy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA )_'_ / 13 P ] ‘/ 5

POLICIES Administration
EINSTEIN, A. Biographical
FIEXNER, A.

Simultaneous letters, one from Flexner to Einstein,
April 13, 1933, noting that publications in this ecountry =xx
report Einstein has committed himself to the Institute, to
Madrid, to Brussels, and to Oxford, also to France., Flexner
calls Einstein's attention to Bulletin No. 2 which calls for
full-time work at the Institute.

Einstein to Flexner the same day. "You will k& by now
have learned through the press that I have accepted a chair
at the Madrid University. As the French government is pressing
me very hard to accept a Chair ab the College de France
without any obligation onmy part, I think I shall have to accept
that too. I made it clear in both cases that I cannot give up
any of my present engagements and that they would have to content
themselves with whatever time I could give them, if any.
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"In view of my new relations to the Spanish Government
I feel it is my duty towrite ¥ to you about my assistant
Prof. W. Mayer. The Spanish Government has conceeded me the
right to recommend them a Mathematician to be appointed as
full professor under my direction. Ngow as I have very great
regard for Prof, Mayer's abilities, not only as my
collaborator but also as an independant researcher in
Pure Mathematics, whose achievements are notable and valuable,
he would be the right man to take up such a
professorship. He would not have thought of asking me to
recommend him for this post had he not felt it as a set-back
that he was appointed at your Ipstitute, not as a full professor,
but only as an associate professor with a salary which hardly
corresponds to his merits and his needs. I therefore, find
myself in the difficult position: either to recommend him for
Spain or to ask you whether you could meke it possible to
extend his appointment to a fullprofessorship. This would be
the only way of retaining him for your Institute and for a
collaboration with me. I would deplore it very much indeed,
if I were deprived of his valuable collaboration; and his
absence from the Institute might even create some difficulties
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for my own work, Besides, his retirement would b

to yo

ur imgkkkmkikm institute.

e a great loss

"As the matter is of some urgency, I should be very much
obliged for an early repdy." i il

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933

.33
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POLICIES Administration
EINSTEIN, A. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Flexner to Einstein, April 15, 1933.

Notes that by the morning's paper Einstein was nominated
to a professorship in the Collége de France. He ventures the
suggestion that this be made as the Brussels appointment was,
accordng to the press, honorary professorship, an excellent
solution to the problem.

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933
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/1933 L/2k

SCHOOL CF ECCNCMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
MITRANY, DAVID Biographical
GENERAL : Finance

Biographical data re: Mitrany, pp. 4-5.
Appointed Professor of Economics and Polities, p. 8:

"That Dr. David Mitrany be appointed Prefessor in the School of Economics and
Politics beginning September 1, 1933; that his salary be fixed at $6,000 a year, of which
he will contribute 54, to the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America, the
Institute contributing an equal sum monthly; that he spend the year 1933-3L abroad on
the above salary; that, whenever he takes up his residence in the United States, his
salary be raised to $10,000 a year; that, unless his term of appointment is prolonged by
mutual consent, he retire at 65 years of age; and that no public announcement of his
appointment be made at this time but that he devote himself, in colperation with the
Director, to studies preliminary to the organization of the School of Economics and
Politics whenever the Board of Trustees shall authorize such action.™

Vol. I, No. 13, Minutes
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1933 L/2l

GENERAL : Academic Procedures

DEGREES
Dr. Flexner reported in part:

".... A great many applications for admission to the Institute have been received, most
\ of them lying in fields cutside the field of pure mathematics. These have necessarily
been declined. A small number, whose interests coincide with that of the group above
mentioned, have been accepted. I am anxious that the first year the number of students
shall be small in order to give the members of the staff an opportunity to work out their
plans in colperation with one another. The continued financial depression makes it un-
likely that at this moment we will be troubled with an excessive number of acceptable
{applications. It may be, however, that a few students highly qualified may apply who
will need some form of financial assistance. To this end the budget contains an item of
$5,000 to be expended in part or whole by the Director on the recommendation of the mathe-
matical staff to aid young workers to continue beyond the Ph.D. degree. No one, who has
)not received the Ph.D. degree from an institution of high standing, has as yet been con-
sidered qualified for admission."

Vols I, No. 13, Minutes, p. 3
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N 1933

BUDGET

Finance

"A budget for 1933-193L was presented as follows:

Budget of Estimated Expenses
for the Year Ending June 30, 193k

L/2k

Salaries:
Director $20,000
Assistant Secretary 5,000
Secretarial assistance 2,500
Two professors at $15,000 30,000
(Dr. Veblen, Dr. Einstein)
Two professors at $10,000 20,000
(Dr. Alexander, Dr. von Neumann)
One professor (Dr. Mitrany) 6,000
One associate (Dr. Mayer) Ly, 000
Two assistants at $1,500 3,000
(Dr. Vanderslice, Dr. Torrance)
Teachers Annuity at rate of 5;74
a year 3,125 $ 93,625
Rent 1,500
Custodian fees : 2,750
Travel, communication, printing, entertainment, etc. 2,500
Scholarships 5,000
Publication of Annals of Mat hematics 2,000
Subscription to American Mathematical Society 200

§10Z12Z2

"On motion, the budget for 1933-193L was approved, and the following resolution -
was adopted:

"RESOLVED, That the sum of One hundred ten thousand Dollars ($110,000) be and
hereby is appropriated for the support of the Institute for Advanced Study for the fisecal
year 1933-193L."

Vol. I, No. 13, Minutes, p. 6
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GENERAL Corporation

By~laws amended: Art. V:

Standing Committees shall be
1. An Executive Committee of )i members in addition to Chairman, Viece Chaimman
and Director
2. Finance Commitiee « 5 members
3« Conmittee on Neminations of Trustees and Officers « 3 members

All to be appointed by Chairman

Vol. 1, No. 12, P. 3 Minutes of Members of the Meeting of the Corporation - L/2l;/33
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APPOINTMENTS Academic Personnel
BENEFITS
MITRANY, DAVID Biographical

Flexner to Mitrany, April 2, 1933, after a telegram

to Mitrany telling him that the Trustees had confirmed his
appdintment.

Appointment

/RmEm to begin September 1, 1933, salary to be £6,000 a
year, 5 per cent contributions to TIAA by Institute and
professor. He was to spend the year 1933-3l abroad on the
above salary . When he took up residence in the United States
his salary would be raised to §10,000 a year. Unless his term
of appointment were prolonged by mutual consent, he would retire
at 65 years of age. No public announcement was to be made of
his appointment at that time, but he was to devote himself in
cooperation with the Director to studies preliminary to the
organization of the School of Economics and Politics whenever the
Board should authorize such action.

s 05 Y Lo 94&4«..:0,449%7 PIZP - S s re ek,

D, Mitrany, David. ;7'94;4L
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GENERAL ' Corperation

Article IV By-laws revised to provide that President and Chairman shall be the same
person and shall be a member ex officio of all standing committees. He shall perform
all functions of both offices.

Vol. 1, WNeo. 12, P. 3 Minutes Members of the Corporation - L/2L/33
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933 L/2l

TRUSTEES The Corporation
BAMBERGER, LOUIS

FUID, MRS. FELIX

LEHMAN, HERBERT He

Minutes, pe 1:

Louis Bamberger's and Mrs. Fuld's resignations from Trustees accepted. Mr.
Lehman's resignation accepted. Mr. Felix Frankfurter and Walter W. Stewart elected
Trustees vice Bamberger and Fuld. Messrs. Edgar Bamberger, Houghton and Maass eléected
Trustees for 5-year term.

Minutes, p. 2:

Mr. L. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld elected Honorary Trustees for life, and no other
such elections shall be made.

Vol. I, No. 1R
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1933 L/2y
OFFICERS The Corporation
HCUGHTCN, ALANSCN B. Biographical
MAASS, HERBERT H.
LEIDESDORF, SAMUEL D.
AYDELOTTE, FRANK
Minutes, p. 6
"Officers to serve until the next annual meeting were elected as follows:
Mr. Alanson B. Houghton, Chairman and President
Mr, Herbert H. Maass, Vice-Chairman and Vice-President
Mr. Samuel D. Leidesdorf, Treasurer

Mr. Frank Aydelotte, Secretary

"Mr. Abraham Flexner was reappointed Director of the Institute.™

Vol. I, No. 13
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1933 L/2l

EINSTEIN, ALBERT Biographical
Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"On the first of April the newspapers carried the statement that Professor
Einstein's salary had been stopped by the present Prussian Government and his bank deposit
confiscated. With the approval of such members of the Executive Committee as I could
consult at once I cabled Professor Einstein to the effect that the Institute would be
willing to begin payment of his salary immediately instead of next autumn. On April 3,

I received a cable reading, 'Hearty thanks. Unnecessary. Einstein.' Since then I have

received a letter of very grateful appreciation from Professor Einstein and another from

his wife, in which she states that as a prudent housekeeper she had long feared some such
‘calamity and had therefore kept most of their savings in a foreign bank."

Vol. I, No.13, Minutes, p. 3
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BUDGET Finance
REPCRTS
Minutes, pp. 1-2:

"In the absence of Mr. Leidesdorf, the report of the Treasurer wagpresented as
follows by Mr. Schur, the Assistant Treasurer, and, on motion, it was approved.

"1Mr. Leidesdorf was called out of town suddenly and has asked me to deliver his
report as Treasurer of the Institute.

"'The Director has submitted a budget for the fiscal year ended June 30, 193k,
estimating expenditures for that period of $107,575.00. These expenditures are well with-
in the estimated income of the Institute, which is estimated at approximately
$257,000.00 for the fiscal year ended June 30, 193h. Mr. Leidesdorf, therefore, recommends
that the sum of $110,000.00 be appropriated for the support of the Institute for Advanced
Study for the fiscal year ended June 30, 193l.

"'Defaults on bond maturities and interest payments have been few. The Finance
Committee has taken such steps as are necessary in connection therewith.

"!'Market prices of securities have fluctuated so widely that to state present

market values would be meaningless,.'"

VO].. I, NO. 13
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GENERAL Corporation

By-laws amended Art. VIII

Nominations for honorary degrees or the medal as made by the Director and Faculty may
be awarded by Board by 2/3 vote of entire Board but not at meeting in which presented.

Vol. 1, No. 12, P, 4 Minutes of the Meeting of the Members of the Corporation - k/2L/33
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CENERAL Corporation
Director r@ported:

New York office (100 East L2nd Street) to be vacated before June 1, 1933 and headquarters
moved to Princeton.

Vol. 1, No. 13, P« 2 Trustees Minutes - L/24/33
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TRUSTEES Corporation

FRATKFURTER, F.

Felix Frankfurter elected Trustee, L /2.

Vertical File, Frankfurter-1
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POLICIES Administration
EINSTEIN, A. Biographical
FLEXNER. A.

A long letter from Flexner to Einstein in answer to
the letter of April 13, 1933.

He adheres to the arrangements which were agreed upon
between Flexner and Einstein at Caputh; namely, $1200 a year
salary for Mayér in 1932-1933 until he comes to “merica when
he would begin to receive a salary of $4,000 a year, and
given the title of associate. Flexner says the Trustees have
approved this,and nothing could be done to change it, at the
present time. He also points out that since Mayer is going
to work under Einstein's direction, he is not a full professor
and should not be made one. The letter is a very long letter
and very tactfully written.

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

WOODWARD, E. B Biographical
MITRANY, D.
FLEXNER, A.

SENT memos to Flexner regarding organization of School
4 of Economics and Politics. Held p ersonal
abilities to cooperate and coordinate approaches to s tudy as
more important to work than individual specializations.

D, Mitrany, 1930-3j
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COMMITTEES
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM Biographical

VEBLEN, OSWALD
Dr, Flexner to Mr. Maass:

*T lunched with Mr, Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld at Orange yesterday. Mr. Bamberger sub-
mitted to me your letter of April 27 regarding the committees. His preference is as

followss
Executive Committee 0 e
Dr. Aydelotte, Chairman Ga GAY { w”)‘“} By
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w 2 . v
&k (‘_.‘w‘: ¢ ! i
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Dr.Weed :
Mr, Louis Bamberger \
Mr. Edgar Bamberger

"Saturday afternoon, Professor Veblen and I drove out to the Hale farmm, and walked
back to Fine Hall at a good pace. The results showed that it is impossible to estimate
dstances and time by motoring, as you will see from the following figures:

Hale farm to Olden fam 13 minutes
Olden farm to Marquand residence wee- 6 minutes
Marquand residence to 20 Nassau St.
(where we shall have our office)-=-=28 mimites
Office to Fine Hall 5 minutes
Rotal 52 mimates

"On the basis of the preceding, it seems to Professor Veblen and to Mr. Bamberg er
that if we should purchase the Hale farm now, all our future developments would be deter-
mined by the fact that we owned a plece of real estate fifty-two mimutes, walking distance,
away from Fine Hall. My inclination is to proceed preclisely the other way around: namely,

. to work out the Institute program, plan and prodedure, and to buy real estate hereafter on
the basis thereof. In fact, I got a newsmuint on the subject in walking abund Princeten
this week-end., Whether it will bear criticimm and longer consideration I do not know, but
in my opinlon we ought to have a year, or perhaps two fyears, of experiment before taking
any steps in the matter of site. Then the Institute will determine the site, instead of
the site determining the Institute." Source: TAS Trustees, Maass, H.H.
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POLICIES Agministration
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Personnel
WEED, LEWIS H,

Weed to Flexner.

Harlow Shapley's commencement address contains a stimulating and
clear-cut exposition of our own educational tenets. "There is no doubt
that intelligent men every where approve your plan for the Institutedl.o.
it marks a stugendous educational advance.

, "..sEvery s tep which you recommend adds another feature to the
Institute's headpiece. I am most happy that we are starting out in the
wide field of economics, and I believe that your choice of Mitrany is
outstanding. Frankfurter's letter about him indicates that we have a man
of unusual ability, training and originality. He should prove the proper
leader in a wholly difficult and relatively unexplored field.,"

D File, Weed, Lewis H., 1930-19h0
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FLEXNER, A, Biographical
WEYL, HERMANN
ZANGGER

Flexner to Zangger. He has had Weylinvited to
Swarthmore to give lectures in autumn.

D, Weyl, 1933-45
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WEYL, H. Biographical
NEUGERAHER, O.

FARKAS

PONTRJAGIN

LEFSCHETZ

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS & POLITICS Acadenic Organization
Veblen to Flexmer (NYC(:

"] return herewith the letter from Weyl and the correspondence with Dr. Bleick.
I have kept the copy of your letter to Dr. Zangger but I will return it if you wish. T
should think this letter would put Weyl at his ease as far as it is possible to do so.
His fear that he would have to take over the Directorship of the Institute at Gottingen
is probably well founded for Bohr's information that Courant has been 'given a leave of
absence' seems to be quite definite. I have suggested Courantg's name in a couple of
places where they need a man to build up a mathematics department. He would be ideal for
such an undertaking.

#I think it very likely that Neugebauer will also be dismissed because he is
well known as a radical in politiecs. I believeit is quite true that he occupies a
unigue position as an historian of mathematics.

®T am going to talk with Taylor of our Chemistry Department about Farkas. T
seem to remember that the chemists think very highly of him. I suppose you noticed in
the morning paper that Haber himself has resigned.

"I can't help returning to the point that if the funds could be made available,
now would be a golden opportunity for starting some of the other departments. But this
idea is so obvious that you have doubtless already considered it from all points of view.

"Mrs. Bailey's account of the grants in aid in her letter of May 3rd agrees
entirely with my notes on the subject except that there should also be set agide $1200
for travelling and extra expenses in the case of Pontriagin. You will recollect that we
agreed with Lefschetz that a total of $3000 should be available for this case and we
decided to make the stipend small in order to have a good large reserve on account of
the pecularities in his situation. Contrary to what I wrote in one of my letters last
week, this means that we have now disposed of $500 out of our additional $5000 .t

File IV-21
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FINE HALL Facilities

Veblen to Flexner:

] have spoken with Eisenhart about the arrangements in Fine Hall., We agreed
without difficulty that there would be a room for each of the professors; that Vanderslice
/would have to share with someone else, presumably Torrence; that the junion group w uld
be treated evenly except that Mayer would get special consideration; that it is better
to keep the arrangements for the juniow people blind for a while longer.

"Eisenhart thought that $5000 would be about right as the pecuniary contribution
from the Institute. I think it should be at least that. It would be to our advantage
" to make it large enough so that the Univ. authorities and the mathematical-physical group
would be loath to see the arrangement terminated.

#About the mse of the money Eisenhart means first to consult Miss Jones; who
\ will be interested in its being used for the purposes which the donors of Fine Hall had
' in mind, and then his Trustees Committee. This step will of course wait until he hears
from you."

File Iv=-21
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS & POLITICS Academic Organization

Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

Bl s TN AR LU s
"Tt is not possible at this time to go ahead with another department. First,

\ I want a year in which to see how the Mathematical School works out. Second, I am not

' sufficiently familiar with the personnel available in this country or in Europe in other
A \departments. Third, profoundly as I sympathize with Germans, I do not believe that we
“'Soan have our hands forced by the happendings over there - anything we can do would be

' only a drop in the bucket - and we must proceed as we proceeded with you and Alexander,

by giving opportunities to Americans, if it is possible to find them.

"There is no nationalistic feeling in this. Only a profound concern that we
may in the long run build up in America a cultural center comparable to those of Europg;j
Neither Oxford nor Paris, nor Rome, Berlin or Vienna would be what it is if it had
started solely with foreign talent, - though they have always, all of them, utilized
and absorbed foreigners.

, L!We must not forget that we are training young Americans for academic posts,
\v\and,we would simply suppress American effort if they were cut off from these posts.iw)

, (Noa o bt b Vi 40y, heid= W wpde o & Slanany N haS
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FOREIGNERS Academic Personnel
GENER AL Foundations
VEBLEN, 0. | Biographical
FLEXNER, A.
YT

"We also discussed the general question about what could be done to help some
of the dispossessed. Taylor thinks as do practically all of the people whom I have con-
sulted, that it would do more harm than good to make any sort of formal protest. On the
other hand, we agreed that some kind of a committee to raise funds for the purpose of
enabling some of them to live and continue their scholarly work in the countri<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>