AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS, GREECE

.Qéan [/I/bua. 8

WA mﬂzﬁlﬁé a&uu‘tﬁd‘ M
Py, £ 'CMMM:’&.



1)
Sl
,‘5

Aet

d27 g—a)’&f”’@‘! me Zz,
?
?\
ps
E



AGORA EXCAVATIONS | |
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF clLassicaL sTupies’- Ex i

ATHENS, GREECE | -

@zm Wuuy3
v flpol ranec) @1% Cudrne Wek,
airukd, T /.. (ad & wwnd e,

%VAM S .
-r/t.rm e rnciuds @477%"
ﬂl.u/{:7 7 MM 12 A ai abrs e

haq a—éu.ai) labnn /u{m n
Bod i Mmas, /Wwvé? alblil
e Gan Crmfonaabi Zé -

SR sk ifoe Wi cina [;oi;-*-;m? %
w lda /Wmme Y G
MoK i 0kt | Who tuld Rau
b bon unlék Yoo Wi uwo,;.qax;?

oo Gl U/:J\J/ 2 /V%‘LM



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

é &éﬁ\wﬁf Kin 7‘*0'—*45“‘1 2% eracs

= ?mm



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

o

8 June 1959

Dear Homer:

Of course the arrangements you
suggest for Miss Talocott and Miss Frantz

ars fine.
Thank you for the Kahane letter.

A1l the best,
Robert Oppenheimer

Professor Homer A. Thompson
American School of Classical Studies

Athens
Greece
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS, GREECE

June 3, 1959

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

U. S. A.

Dear Robert:

Two of my Athenian colleagues,
Miss ILucy Talcott and Miss Alison Frantz, expect
to be in Princeton for several months this coming
fall and winter, probably from October through
February. Their going is necessitated by domestic
obligations, but they will both be spending most
of their time in writing up Agora material, Miss
Talcott doing vases of the classical period,
Miss Frantz working on our Byzantine material,
They will be living in their house at 27 Haslet
and will be doing most of their work at home. It
would be a very great convenience to them, however,
if they might make occasional use of the Institute's
library. There would be no question of regular
office space; they would consult the books in the
library itself or in the periodicel room, or they
might make occasionsl use of the long table in my
seminar room. But the important thing for them is
the right to use our good library, and, if you
think 1t proper, I would greatly appreciate your
assurance of this privilege.

With warm regards,

At b

Homer A, Thompson

HAT/ak
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ce Mr. Horgaﬁ

20 April 1959

Dear Professor Thompson:

The Trustees of the Institute, meeting on April 18th,
have fixed your salary, and that of your colleagues, at
§22,500 a year, starting July 1, 1959,

I am gléd to tell you the good news.

Very sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer

Professor H. A. Thompson
The Institute for Advanced Study
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From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA -

29 January 1959

Memorandum to Mr. Morgan:

This will confirm our conversation about financial
arrangements for Professor Thompson's leave of absence for
the academic year 1959%-1960, to be Eastman Professor at
Oxford. We shall continue our pagyments for him to T.I.A.A.,
and shall budget for his professorial travel fund as ususl
during his absence.

The twelve months for which the Institute will not

pay Professor Thompson's salary is to be settled between you
and Professor Thompeon, when he knows the starting date of

his Oxford salary.

Robert Oppenheimer

28— ———
U; S. EDUCATORS NAMED

Cblumbia Professor Wil Take
Chair at Oxfor

OXFORD, England, Jan. 15
‘(UPI)—Two United Stateg pro-
fessors have been appointed to
chairs at Oxford University for
the! 1859-60 academic year, it
was announced today.

Homer Armstrong Thompson,
52 years old, professor of classi-
cal Archeology at the Institute
for Advanced Study, Princeton,
N. J,, has been appointed George
Eastman Visiting Professor at|
Oxford.

David Donald, 38, Associate|
Professor of History at Colum-|
bil} University, will fill the Har-
olff Vyvyan Harmsworth i
aff Oxford, '

13&01«1“”1‘ w '
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29 January 1959

Memorandum to Mr. Morgan:

This will confirm our conversation about financial

arrangements for Professor Thompson's leave of absence for
the academic year 1959-1960, to be Eastman Professor at
Oxford. We shall continue our psyments for him to T.T.A.A.,
and shall budget for his professorial travel fund as usual
during his absence.

The twelve months for which the Institute will not

pay Professor Thompson's salary is to be settled between you
and Professor Thompson, when he knows the starting date of

his Oxford salary.

Robert Cppenheimer

U; S. EDUCATORS NAMED

Chlumbia Professor Will Take
Chair at Oxford‘.

OXFORD, England, Jan. 15
(UPI)—Two United Stateg pro-
fessors have been appointed to
chairs at Oxforg University for
the 1859-60 academic year, it
was announced today.

Homer Armstrong Thompson,
52 years old, professor of classi-
cal Archeology at the Institute
for Advanced Study, Princeton,
N, J., has been appointed George!
Eastman Visiting Professor at
Oxford.

David Donald, 38, Associate
Professor of History at Colum-
bt} University, will fill the Har-
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COPY

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Princeton, New Jersey

July 10, 1957

Dear Robert:

Oxford has granted a postponement of my tenure of
the Eastman Professorship from 1958-59 to 1959-60 which
will greatly facilitate me in the planning of my work.
It also affects our decision about the timing of the ap-
pointment of P. Kahane, since it removes one of the principal
objections to the postponement of his appointment from 1957-58
to 1958-59. If nothing else stands in the way, I think it
would be good to have him with us in the latter year.

With all good wishes

Yours sincerely

/s /Homer Thompson

NOTE: Shall I send him an appointment letter? +vh
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES June ?’ 19 S?

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of
June 3rd in which you report the recent action
of the Trustees regarding retirement and pension
arrangements, and at the same time to express my
appreciation for the considerate decisions made
by the Board.

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thompson

HAT/nm
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3 June 1957

Dear Professor Thompson:

As you know, the Trustees of the Irstitute for Advanced Study have been
considering the adequacy of retirement ard pensior arrangements, both for
the Faculty and for others who are in the emplcy of the Imstitute. Their
deliberations have led to some changes in policy, all of which should be
favorable for the employee, and some of which affect you.

1. The mandatory age for retirement for members of the Faculty has
been advanced to the June 30th following their 70th birthday.

2. For those who have come to the Institute before the age of 55, the
T.I.A.A. contracts will provide a minimum anmual pension after retirement at
70 which, when supplemented by Soecial Security benafits, will come to $10.0QO.

3. The Institute will ask that members of the Faculty continue to econ-
tribute five per cent of their salary to T.T.A.A. The Institute will match
this contribution as it has in the past, ard will slso make such additional
payment as may be required under the T.I.A.A. contract. In your case the
me;waase in annual payments made by the Institute will be slightly in excess
of $300. .

4, In estimating your pension at $10,000, Social Security benefits of
about #1,300 per year have been included. If, after retirement, you should
in any calendar year earn more than $1,200, you would waive part of Social
Security paymenis. This does not apply to supplementary unearned income.
These provisions are in accord with present Federal legislation and ad-
ministrative rulings, which may, of course, be changed.

5. The Institute will allocate the maximum that.it may, which is fifty
per cent of the total anmual contribution that you and the Institute make
toward your retirement, to College Relirement Equities Fund, This fund has
been established in order that beneficiaries may be provided with a hedge
against inflation, through investment in equities whose value and whose in-
come have increased with the years in the past, and are expected to increase
in the future. The Trustees are aware of the fact that bernefits from C.R.E.F.
vary as provided in C.R.E.F. contracts, and are not guaranteed as those ac-
cruing under T.I.A.A.; but they believe that, under the C.R.E.F..T.I.A.A,
arrangement, your total retirement bsnefits are more likely to exceed $10,000
than to fall below this sum.
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¥ithin the next months you will receive a new contract from T.I.A.A.
describing the provisions under which your retirement benefits will be
paid. Should you have any questions about that contract or this letter,
or the matters touched upon in it, please do not hesitate to let me know.

Very sincerely,

Robert Opperheimer

Professor H. Thompson
Institute for Advanced Study
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19 March 1957

~ Dear Professor Thompson:

Enclosed is a preliminary draft of
the minutes of the last Faculty meeting,
which may be changed; but will give you
some impression of what went on. Do you
have an opinion on the proposed Faculty
appointment? If so, could you get it to
us before the next meeting, which is now
planned for March 28th?

With best greetings,

Sincerely,

(Mrs. Wilder Hobson)
Secretary to the Director

Professor Homer A. Thompson
American School of Classical Studies
Athens, Greece

enclosure
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28 January 1957.

Mr. Henry Allen lioe
551 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y. A

{

Dear Henry: §

I am at last 1n,&‘p061t;on to make a
definite reply to the 1nv1tation_conveyea in your
letter of January l4th from tThe ilectors to the
George Lastman Visiting Profezsorship in the University
of Oxford, and I am ver happy to be able to accept the
offer of the Profess orsgip for the year 1958-59. My
acceptznce 1is subjeqjee ¥. to the willingness of the
frustees of the In }%ume for advanced 8Study to grant
me leave of absendge/for ghht wear; our Director has
indicated his readibeas yo support my applic-tion for
such leave,

i ——

’,/ 7 — "‘.’
I have talked about the academic duties relating
to the Fro{éssors with Ben ieritt, as you suggested,
and also w ge Kennan who 1s now making preparations

for his teﬁhre € next year. If 1t sho1ld be agreeable to
the University, I would propose to lecture on the history
and monuments of Athens with special reference to what
has been done of recent years by the American School of
Classiczl Studles in the Agora asnd -lsewhere in the cilty.

Permit me to say agaln how deeply moved I am both
by the honor and the responsibility involved in this
appointment, At the same time, however, I regard with
very great pleasure the prospect of renewing old and
making new acquaintances among English colleagues, and
no less te the possibility of relsxing for a2 time from
the hurly burly of fleld work to the more reflective
part of an archaeologist's 1life,

With warm personal regards,
Yours sincerely,
ANT,

Homer A. Thompson
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28 January 1957.

Mr. Henry Allen Hoe
551 Fifth Avenue :

Dear Henry: .{ﬂ

I am at last 1rt1fg;rposi on to make a ]

definite reply to the invitatlom conyeéyed in your

letter of January l4th fro rlectore to the

George Eastman Visiting P ;sorship in the University '

of Oxford, and I am ver p to be able to acecept the .

offer of the Professor qr'the year 1956-58, My N

acceptance 18 subjec 3. t¢ the willingness of the

Trustees of the In uAdvanced Study to grant \

me leave of absenge/for ‘?. ‘ear; our Director has 1

indicated his rea 1/:j:£;o support my application for ;
|

such leave,

,_.-_._,

P :
I have tﬁiied about the academic duties relating it

to the Professors with Ben Heritt, as you suggested,

and also w;hr Gegrge Kennan who ls now making preparations

for his ten next year. If 1t should be agreeable to |

the University, 1 would propose to lecture on the history [

and monuments of Athens with specilal reference to what

has been done of recent years by the American School of |

Classical Studies in the Agora and clsewhere in the city.

Permit me to say asgaln how deeply moved I am both
by the honor and the responsibility involved in this
appointment. At the same time, however, I regard with
very great pleasure the prospect of renewing old and
making new acguaintances among English colleagues, and
no less to the possibility of relaxing for 2 time from
the hurly burly of field work to the more reflective
part of an archaeologist's life,

with warm personal regards,
Yours sincerely,

NAT,

Homer A. Thompson
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Eastman Professor At Oxford for
academic 1958-1959.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR sl

2 January 1957

Ref: PT/DSZ-130-Thompson, H. A.

Passport Office ,
Department of State =
Washington,

Attention:| fir. W H. Young
cting ctor '

Gentlemen:

Homer A.
Historical Studies of &k
salary of §18,000 a year. Piy
the Faculty of the Institule or
h.hummmtpu'tot ol ye
the purpcse of archselogical exploration
integral part of his professionsl caree:
to make the Institute for Advanced Stud)
but an international center for Greek 6]

frogessor in the School of .
iba Yo Advmeod Study, at &

- was appointed to
19147 sm that time
in Athens, Greece, for 2
These visite are an
nd & such have helped .

The Institute for Advanced Study is registered as an
institution of higher education with the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare; we have also been designated by the
Department of State as a sponsor of the Exchange-Visitor Program.
Enclosed is a copy of an elementary amccount of the organisation
and purposes of the Imstitute, and a copy of the Report of the
Director, 1946-1953, with a marked passage describing the work
done here in archasalogy.

We earnestly hope that you will give favorable consider-

ation to Professor Thompson's request for a renewal of his passport
to enable him to visit Greece this year.

S8incerely yours,

Robert Oppenheimer
Director
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Dec 28 1956
In reply refer to
PT /DSZ-130-Thompson, Homer Armstrong

Dear Mr. Thompson:

Reference is made to your letter of December 3, 1956 request-
ing an extension of your passport.

It appears from the facts contained in your passport file that
you may be in a position to bring your case within the scope of Section
354 (2)(B) of the Immigration Nationality Act of 1952 if you were re-
siding abroad solely or principally in connection with your work on
behalf of The Institute For Advanced Study. If so, this office will
give further consideration to your case upon receipt of a letter from
a responsible officer, other than yourself, of the Institute For Ad-
vanced Study stating the nature of the work which you conduct for the
organization; whether you were and will be temporarily residing abroad
for the sole or prineiple purpose of representing the organization; the
amount of compensation received and the manner in which received; whether
you are subject to recall by the organization; the length of time you
have represented the organization; and whether The Institute For Advanced
Study is registered with any govermment agency.

Sincerely,

/s/Willis H. Young
Willis H. Yourg
Acting Director, Passport Office

Mr, Homer A. Thompson
c/o The Institute For Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Foon
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December 3, 1956

Passport Office
Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs:

I enclose herewith my passport No. 50829 (New York Series),
issued on January 1l6th, 1956, the duration of which is limited to
January 1, 1957. I should like to apply for a renewal of the
passport.

The limitation was imposed, I believe, because of the fact
that although a naturalized citizen (since November 30, 1951) I
have spent part of each year outside the United States. I would
point out, however, that since naturalization I have never made my
regular residence elsewhere than in the United States, and that I
have been continucusly in the employ of the Institute for Advanced
Study, Princeton, New Jersey.

My sojourns abroad have been necessitated by the fact that I
have been in charge of archaeologlical exploration which is being
carried out in Athens, Greece by the American School of Classiecal
Studies at Athens, a wholly American institution founded in 1881
and incorporated under the laws of Massachusetts. I am now and
have been since 1929 a member of the staff of this organization.

The purpose of the exploration in Athens is to bring to light
the Agora or civic centre of the ancient city. As part of the
project, one of the ancient buildings, the Stoa of Attalos, has
recently been reconstructed to serve as a permanent museum to house
the finds from the excavation. An account of the undertaking
appeared in the September 17th issue of Life Magazine, of which I
enclose a copy herewith.

It has frequently been said, and I think with some truth,
that the excavation of the Agora and the reconstruction of the Stoa
of Attalos have contributed to a better understanding between the
United States and Greece inasmuch as they have demonstrated a
substantial American interest in both the past and the present of
Greece without any overtones of commercial or military self
interest. Thls view has been repeatedly expressed by American
ambassadors to Greece, among whom I would name Mr, ILincoln MacVeagh
and Mr, Cavendish Carnnon who have followed the progress of the
enterprise for many years. I have heard similar comments from
such other visitors as Mr. Winthrop Aldrich, Mr. James B. Conant
and Mr, John J. McCloy.
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Passport Office
Page Two
December 3, 1956

In view of the circumstances noted above, I should presume
that consideration might be given under Section 354 (2) (B) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act. I would beg to be informed
of what further steps I must take in connection with an application
for renewal of the passport.

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thompson
HAT: jeb

Enclosures
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ARTS

120 WEST 58 STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y.

“ASSOCIATION OF N OF AMERICAN COLLEGES

PROGRAM

July 25, 1956

Mrs. James Beacham

Secretary

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Mrs. Beacham:

Thank you for forwarding
Dr. Homer Thompson's photograrph.

May we ask another favor?
We need biographical data for press releases
which are furnished to the Directors of Public
Relations on the campuses to be visited by
Dr. Thompson. Any material you are able to
send us will be very much appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

W &W‘/

Norwood Baker, Director
NB/m

LY
THEODORE A, DISTLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MISS NORWOOD BAKER, DIRECTOR DANIEL Z. GIBSON, CHAIRMAN
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES ARTS PROGRAM COMMISSION ON THE ARTS
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5 July 1956

Dear Miss Baker:

Enclosed please find the
photograph of Dr. Homer Thompson, which
you requested in your letter of June 29th.
I do hope you will find it satisfactory.

ancerely yours,

(¥rs. Jemes Beacham)
Secretary

5,

5 X
\

Miss Norwood Baker, Director
ARTS PROGRAM

120 West 58th Street

New York 19, New York

enclosure

Fg...e.,u\.ﬁ-ﬁ
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120 WEST 58 STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y.

“ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES

PROGRAM

June 29, 1956

Director

Institute of Advanced Studies
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Sir:

We are writing to inquire if you will
be able to furnish a photograph of Dr. Homer A.
Thompson.

Dr. Thompson will be visiting colleges
under our ausplices in December. As he is at pre-
sent in Greece and we are anxious to attend to
publicity needed for these visits, any assistance
you can give us will be most helpful.

Very sincerely yours,

Ttunesd Boror

Norwood Baker, Director
NB/m

Dr, Homer A. Thompson
Professor of Classical
Archaeology

L L%

THEODORE A. DISTLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MISS NORWOOD BAKER, DIRECTOR DANIEL Z. GIBSON, CHAIRMAN
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES ARTS PROGRAM COMMISSION ON THE ARTS
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Info from file re Prof. Homer A. Thompson:
Became Professor at Institute July 1, 1sL7 .,

Twin daughters and younger daughter--
are now 21 and 18 years respectively.

X 88 Battle Road purchased May 1947

(e

47, although Prof.

Greece, where he has

itizenship October 51.

July 1953--started reconstruction of the

If it Costs Less and Works Best.../t's an AMERI-BUCKET

AND HANGER SET

2911 COMPTON AVENUE = LOS ANGELES 11, CALIFoRNIA 1-4133

gnﬂrﬂ, AMERICAN METAL PRODUCTS CO., INC. ADams
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Dr., Robert Oprenheimer
Director

Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Vew Jersey

air mail
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THE ALLEN R. HITE ART INSTITUTE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE

INVITES YOU TO

THE SIXTH ALLEN R. HITE MEMORIAL LECTURE

FREE AND OPEN 70 THE PUBLIC

“THE ATHENIAN AGORA,

A QUARTER CENTURY OF EXPLORATION

/\

\

Informal reception will be held after

ANCIENT ATHENS”

HOMER A. THOMPSON

Field Director, Agora Excavations, American School of
Classical Studies, Athens, and Professor of Classical
Archaeology Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N. J.

TUESDAY EVENING, NOVYEMBER 15, at 8:30 PM.
In The Allen Courtroom of the University of Louisville School of Law

the lecture in Farnsley Lounge of Gardiner Hall on Belknap Campus
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20 December 1954

Memorandum to Miss Sachs:

Dr. Oppenheimer has authorized the
payment to Dr. Bieber &f a further $150 for
740 prints which Professor Thompson has
brought to the Institute. As this is a
Library charge, I imagine you may wish to
make out the voucher yourself. Dr. Bieber's
address: -

Dr. Margaerete Bisber
605 West 113th Street
New York 25, New York

V. Hobson



December 16, 1954

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Since writing you the other day about
the second lot of Dr. Bieber's pictures,
1 have looked over the material, found
it good and brought it to the Institute.

The price asked is #150 for the 7LO
prints, which seems to me reasonable.

The chegque might be sent to
Dr. Margarete Bieber
605 West 113th Street
New York 25, Wew York

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thompson

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 8, 1954

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

The second, and final, lot of Dr.
Margarete Bieber's photograrths are
now available. It consists of 7hO
prints on Hellenistic sculpture for
which she asks #150. (You will recall
that we paid £600 for the first lot of
2800 prints).

I haven't yet seen this second lot but
I shall be driwving over to New York on
L sunday, December 12th and could then
6/1‘ examine them. If they appear to be
. good value, may I be authorized to say
D\-Q that we shall take them?

Sincerely,

S

Homer A. Thompson

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS, GREECE

August 19, 1954

Mrs. Kathleen Russell
Institute for Advanced Study
Frinceton, N.J.,

U. S. A.

Dear Kay :

Mrs. Evelyn Smithson is departing from
Athens today and expects to arrive in New York on
August 31st in the S/S Constitution. Since she is
carrying with her in addition to her own luggage
a sizaktle box containing photographs, drawings and
records of various sorts for our work at the Institute
I would be very grateful if she could be met at the
pier. TIlease hold the bill for me on my return.

Wany thanks for the helpful information _ pJ\s
in the matter of purchasing photograrhs. <*

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Tnompson

FP.3. Hrs. Thompson and I plan to leave
Athens on August 22nd and to be back
in Princeton by September 8th.

HA T,"/ ak
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS. GREECE

irs. Kathleen Russell
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.,

U. S. A.

Dear Kay :

Mrs. Evelyn Smithson is departing from
Athens today and expects to arrive in New York on
August 31st in the S/S Constitution. Since she is
carrying with her in addition to her own luggage
a sizable box contzining photographs, drawings and
records of various sorts for our work at the Institute
I would be very grateful if she could be met at the
pier. Tlease hold the bill for me on my return.

Many thanks for the helpful information n}\-
in the matter of purchasing photogranvhs. ':k

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thnompson

P.S. Mrs. Thompson and I plan to leave
Athens on August 22nd and to be back
in Princeton by September 8th.

HAT/ak
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August 11, 1954

Dear Professor Thompsons

Dr. Oppenheimer has replisd to my enquiry in
nmnu to your letter and request for funds for the purchase
of Professor Bisber's colleotion of photographs. Dr. Oppen-
heimer has asked me to tell you that $1,000,00 could be

- available for the collegtion of photoplth provided we agree
that it is really what we want., The monqy would be drawm
from ouwr Library budget agcount or the cantingent fund,

I hope the above is sufficient for yowr mreliminary
negotiations, We will hold this pending until youwr retwn in -
September and you advise us of yowr wishees.

Sinoualy yours,

Katherine Russell

4

Professor Homer Thompson :
Amerisan School of Clagsical Studhs B
Athens, Grecce

|

Copy to Mr, Morgan [

[}
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Auvgust 2, 1954

Dear Professor Thompsoni

Thank you for your letter of July 26th,
Dr. Oppenheimer is in the Virgin Islands, and I believe he
will not peturn until about the 15th of this month. I have,
however, sent a copy of your letter down to him, and have £
asked if we might get an early word ¢6 you about the availability
of funds nd approval of the projest. As soon as I hear irom
' Dr. Oppenheimer I will write to you. He may send you a note
from the Virgins; but in any case you will hear from us just %
as soon as poesibls, :

Singerdy yow g,

Katherine Russell

Professor Hamer Thompson )
imerioan Sghool of (lassical Studies o
Athens, Greege
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copy to Dre. 0,/VI
MCMorgan

AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS, GREECE

July 26, 1954

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.,

I]G SQ A.

DeaT Robert :

I have just learned that Frofessor Margarete
Bieber, who recently retired from a professorship in
Classical Archaeology at Columbia University, wishes to
disrose of her working collection of photographs of
classical art, chiefly sculpture. The collection comprises
somewhat over 3000 photos and the price is likely to be
in the neighborhood of & 1000. I have not seen the whole
of the collection, but from what I have seen, zand from
what I know of the collector's stsndards, the guality in
general should be high.

I should like to propose that the Institute
acquire these photographs as the core of a set of study
material in the general field of classical art and archaeology,
something which we should certainly be building up. I would
not wish, however, to go any further with the proposal
until I have been able to look over the collection after my
return in September.

Meanwhile, could you give me any indication
as to whether the necessary sum of money could be made
available within the present year, provided, of course, that
the proposal should be approved in principle? This knowledge
would help me in preliminary negotiations with Professor RBieber.

With all good wishes,

Yours ever,
”W, —

Homer A. Thompson

HAT/ak
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1 June 1954

Dear Professor Thompsons

Betty Horton tells me that you have

/ not received copies of the last two Faculty
Meeting minutes. I am enclosing them now,

and send my apologies for not having done so

before. I probably sent you copies by inter-
office mail which are sitting around samewhere

here.
Sincerely yours,

(Mre. Wilder Hobson)
Secretary to the Director

Professor Homer A. Thompaon
American School of Classical Studies
Athens, Greece

enclosures
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22 Juns 1953

Dear Professor Thompson:

Dr. Oppenheimer is abroad and will
not be back in Princeton untll the middle of
August, In his absence, I am acknowledging
your letter of June 1l6th., Dr. Oppenheimer
will, I know, be glad to have youwr letter,
whinh I am holding for his return,

Singerely yours,

Rosamna W, Jaffin
Seeretary to the Director

Professor Homer A. Thompson

Agora Exgavations

American School of Classical %udies
Athcns, Gresce
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS. GREECE

June 16, 1953

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Frinceton, N.J.,

LT- S- A-

Dear Robert :

Just a note to say how very much we enjoyed
the visits of the Garrisons and Harrisons. It was re-
freshing to meet a distinguished architect of the modern
school who is still prepared to cast a respectful backward
glance at the builaings of the Greeks. And I think we are
exceedingly fortunate in having acddec ¥r. 1Lloyd Garrison
to our Board; it was & pleasure to observe his reactions
to both the past and the present of this land.

Hermznn and ¥rs. Weyl and Ernst Kantorowicz
have also passed this way in the course of the spring.

Iast week we started cutting stone for the
restoration of the Stoa of Attalos and we are hopeful that
this undertaking will now go straight ahesd.

With warm greetings,

As ever,

Hrmen

Homer A. Thompson

HAT/ ak

T o Ry

T " - e
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS, GREECE
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES
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April 8, 1953

Dezr Homers

Onee again, or rather twice, I am going to presume on
your magnanimity, Lloyd Garrieen, a distinguished New York lawyer,
has just been elscted to the Board of Trustees of the Instituta,

He plans to spend several weeks in Athens, probably in May; and I
have suggested to him that he come in toush with yous I think you
will like him, ]

Friends of ours, Wallace Hn-rﬂ.m and his wife, E
are &lso going to be in Oreege. He is the architect of Rogkefeller
City, and a man of extracrdinary sensibility; and they are both _ _
wholly charming people. I have wrged them to eall you, and I ‘ i
" hope that they do.

I hope that neither of these visits, if they do come
off, will be burdensome., I @m quite sure that they will be -
rewarding,

" With every wam good wish,

Robert Oppenhoiﬁor

Professor Homer Thompson - '
American School of Clagsisal Studies <
Athens, Greece

47
AR .
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS, GREECE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
PrinceroN, NEW JERSEY

Mareh 11, 1952

Seeretary to

President James B, Conant
Harvard University
Cambridgze 38’ Mass.,

Dear Madam:

Dr, Cppenheimer has acsked me to send
you the enclesed cony of hie letter to Frofessor
Homey Thompson. If this arvives after President
Gonant has left the States, Dr. Oppenheimer would
appreclate it if you woald be kind enough to
forward the letter to Fresident Comant in England.

Singerely yours,

Katherine Russell,
Secretary to the Dir



March 11, 1952

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960
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Robert

youe

Inndumnﬂmh. Homer, and hope that everything is

going well with

American Sehool of Classical Studies

Professor Honer Thoupson
Athens, Ureece
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October 23, 1951
File No, NSE 2185-P-8L0L

Dear Mr, Zimmermans

In reply to your enquiry of Octobar 15th, Professor
Homer A, Thompson was appointed a permanent member of the Faculty of
the Institute for Advanced Study as of July 1, 1947; Professor Thompson
establishéd residence in Princeton in September of that year. At the
time of his appointment, Professor Thompson was a Canadian ecitisen,

/ Professor Thompson is known to his associates and

to me as a man of the highest integrity and honor. No gquestion has
ever arisen of hie loyalty to Canada and to the United States.

‘ Singerely yours,

Robert Oppenheimer

My, Karl I. Zimmerman, District Director
Us S. Department of Justice

Immigration and Naturalization Service
Fifth and Chestnut Sts.

FPhiladelphia 6, Pa.
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L - 554 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
3-1-51 Immigration and Naturalization Service
Lafayette Building, Fifth & Chestnut Streets
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania
October 15, 1951

File No. NSE 2185-P=8L0L
Date: October 15, 1951

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Sir:
Re: Homer Armmstrong THOMPSON

The above-named is an applicant for citizenship who claims employ-
ment by you from September, 1947 to the present time . Will you please
verify the correctness of this claim and state what representation, if any,
was made at the time of employment concerning citizenship?

To assist this office in determining what recormmendation to make to
the naturalization ccurt with respect to the subject's admissibility to
citizenship, you ar2 aico requested to ascertain and advise what his reputa-
tion f»r luyalty to the United States has been among his fellow workers., If
you have personal ‘nowledge respecting the subject, please also give us the
benefit of your opinion,

Any information you may furnish will be treated as confidential if
you so request,

Your cooperation in this matter will be appreciated,

Veryf: ruly ymi:s’,’ p

- @ F.

Vi “ somgn/

\ L5 - t i
Mrman

District Director

P.S5. Please refer to the file number appearing in the upper right-hand
corner of this letter when making your reply.
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January 19, 1951

Dear Professor Thompsont |

It gives me pleasure to inform you that by unanimous
vote of the Doard of Trustess of the Institute for Advanced Study,
your.-ﬂmumtminthosnhoolofﬁiatorimlmudiuhu
been inoremsed S0 §18,000 sir year as of the baglaning of the newd
fiscal year, July 1, 195l.

Robert Oppmhoinr

Professor Homer A, Thompson
Institute for Advanced .Study
Princeton, N.J.

Copy: Miss Trinterud

. 2
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

This is to invite you to attend an
informal talk by Professor Homer A.
Thompson on "Recent Excavations in
Athens", to be given on Monday,
November 6, at 8 pe.ms, in the seminar

room of building D.

Members wives are welcomed; but for

the rest this invitation is personal.

Dr. R. Oppenheimer,




HARRISON, EVELYN, Research Assistant for Professor Thompson for 1950-51.

SEE: PERSONNEL FILE - HARRISON, EVELYN
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Dr, Christos Karouzo

Dr. Karouzo ig about 50 years of age, He holds degreees in
classical srchaeology from both the University of Athens
and Munich., After serving as Ephor, i.e., offieial in
charge of antiquitles, in the provinces of Bocotiaz and the
Aegean Islands, he became director of the National Museun
in Athene, a post which he held for several years until
resigning in the summer of 1948 through frustration in his
relations with the then head of the archaeologicel service
who haeg since himself resligned,

Karouzo is one of the ablest scholars and scholarly
administratores of his generation in Greece. Hls particular
field has been early Greek sculpture on which he has
published 2 number of suthoritative papers. At present he
is well along with a monograph on the early sculptures from
the Greek islands, and with another on an important lot of
Athenian vases from Delos, Both of these studies could be
completed in a year at the Institute,

Mre. Karouzo is a dietingulshed archaeologist in her own
right, She also hes received training both in Greece and
Germany. For moet of her life she has been active in one
capacity or another in the National Mugeum of which she 1s
at present acting direector, 5She has on hand studlies of two
important groups of Athenlan vases, one of the 7th and the
other of the 5th century B.C,; to enable her to complete
these studiee would be a real contribution on the part of
the Institute,

The Museums of Greece are now in the processgs of rehabilita-
tion, largely with the help of E.C.A. money, It would add
tremendously to the effectivenese of this program if these two
scholars, the best qualified museum administrators in Greece,
could as a part of their year'e program visgit a number of
American museums to observe policy and methods.

Both Mr. and Mrs, Karouzo speak falrly good English.
Homer A. Thompson

Februery 15, 1949 A &, "'“‘““/_-,r-“'\
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

o
”

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

January 25, 1950

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Director, Institute for Advanced Study

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

May I assume that 1t 1s agreeable to you
that I should sall on February 1llth next
to resume my work in the exploration of
the Agora a2t Athens? It would be my in-
tention to spend the spring and summer in
Athens, returning to Princeton early in
September.

Yours esincerely,

vl . 7

Homer A. Thompson

HAT:W
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January 29, 1949

The Consul General of Oreece
The Royal Oreek Consulate
30 Rockefeller Plasa '
New York, New York

Dear Sir:

It would be much appreciated if every consideration is given the
appliult;igon of Professor Homer A. Thompson for a visa to Oresce, vialid for the
yoar 1949. :

. Professor Thompson is a permanent member of the Faculty of the
Institute for Advanced Study and Director of the excavations now being conducted '
by the American School of Classical Studies in the Agora at Athens. In the :
furtherance of his duties in this latter capacity Professor Thompson is plan=-
ning to visit Oreece. Both his eminence as an archaeclogist and his deep
feeling for Oreece will, I am sure, commend him to yomr courteous attention,

Yours sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer
Director
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The Consul General of Greece
The Royal Greek Consulate

. 430 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, N.Y.
My dear Sir:

I wish to recommend to you for a visa, valid for the
calendar year 1948, on his passport to Greece, Professor
Homer A, Thompson, a professor in our Institute for
Advanced Study, a distinguished archaeologist and a
lifelong friend of Greece.

Professor Thompson is the Director of the &xcavations
conducted by the American School of Classical Studies
in the Agora of Athens, These excavations, as you know,
have been carried on since 1931, only with the interruption
of the war, and Professor Thompson plang now to return to
Greece to continue his duties with the S8chool,

With many thanks and assurances of my most corial regards,

Ever sincerely yours

B, D. Meritt
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Decemhervlé, 1949

Dear Professor Thompson:

It is a pleasure for me to inform yﬁu that at its meeting of -~

November 15, 1949, the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees of the
Institute for Advanced Study adopted the following resolat10n°

It was mpvad and carried that, operative as of July 1,
1950, the mlnimqp.total pension of present full Insii-
tute professors should be $6000; that the obligation
of the Institute if to provide the difference between
- this amount and the pension provided through insurance;
: . that the additional payments should be covered in the
— _ ordinary budget.

Thus, under the terms of this resolution, the funds available
to you from the TIAA policy which you now hold will be supplemented by the
Instithte to bring the total to $6000, a year. The Trustees of the Insti-

~ tute understand that in some cases a professor may desire to make provision.
for the support of his wife in the event of his death, In general, the
Instithte will allow each professor to exercise this option with regard to
its contribution to his retirement allowance, and in general accordance with
the terms of options as established by the TIAA. :

Yours sincerely,

Robert Cppenheimer
Diresctor

Professor Homer A, Thompson

Copy: Miss Trinterud, Business Cffice
Institute TTIAA file - Directort's Office

e = o --;wntp«* iy B
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY -«}'{‘ o5 ?
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&
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 19, 1949

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Director

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Permit me to acknowledge with
gratitude your letter of
December 16th regarding the
recent action of the Board of
Trustees in the matter of
pensions for members of faculty.

Yours sincerely,

Ao @,

Homer A. Thompson

HAT:W



AGORA EXCAVATIONS
'AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES
ATHENS, GREECE

May 5, 1949

Dre Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.

U' S. A'

Dear Robert :

Thank you for keeping me advised
of your deliberations regarding the poliey of
inviting professors emeriti., I wish merely
to record my concurrence with the conclusions
you have reached which seem to me sound, viz.
that our general poliey should be not toc use
our stipend funds in such cases but on the
other hand not tc exclude particulsrly desirable
candidates of this category. As for Professor
Linforth, whom I have known here 1n Athens,

I should certainly be prepared to regard him

as an exception and am delighted by the prospect

of having him among us next year.

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thompson
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| ' January 8, 1948

Alien Tex Division
Room 400

17 East 42nd 8t.
Hew !ork’ N, !o

Gentlemen:

This is to certify that Professor Homer A.
Thompson is a member of the Faculty of the Institute
gor ';sz;ncod Study, having Joined our staff in Septem-
er, .

Professor Thompson plans to make & trip to
' Athens, Greece, leaving La Guardia Field, January 25, 1948,
TWA Flight No. 902, He will return to the United 8 tates
some time in the early fall of 1948.

During his residence here, and since joining
our staff, Professor Thompson earned the following taxable
income paid to him by the Institute for Adyanced Study:

1947 - £7,500.00 Tax withheld: £1,133.40

1948 - $1,250.00 Tax withheld: 188.90

Estimated income from the Institute for the year i9£3t
$15,000.00

Tax to be withheld: * 2,266.80

| Yours sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer
Director
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October 1, 1047

Sapuel D. Leidesdorf, Eaq,
125 Park Avenue

New York 17, New York
Dear ¥Mr. Leidesdorf; -

Professor Fomer Thompson is go'ng over to New York
on Monday and I have magked him to 0all in to see yéu to
errange the det-1ls of the mortgage which he requeaste,

T think it 18 a ood investment for the Institute and
I am sure that yourwill en)oy making Professor Thompson's
aocquaintance.

Youra sincerely,

Frank Avyielotte

Cory to Professor Thompsason



Directolrs Office: Féculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA A

{ : . Py \
\ ""},4'( 7‘.5’,L: J' f'

[Ny  Muceun

The "finds" from the exeavation, the workrooms and the office
of the staff are now esccommodated in 2 hzlf-dozen old dwelling
houses which stand in 2 group in the south centrs]l part of the
excavations, These quarters Nave thums far »roven convenisnt and
economical, but a radical change 1a now necessary. The buildl
have suffered structurzlly from the encroachment of the excavations
and from the inevitable lszpse of routine naintenance during the .
OCccupation; %o recondition then would be costly. These old builde
inge, moreover, with their snmall rooms, ere gquite inadequete for
the effective digplay of museun pleces znd, Dy rezson of thelr
flimasy construction, they are always llable o fire. The finzsl
and most cogent argument for 2 move ig the faet that the present
excesvation houses partly overlie and so prevent the study of at
least two important public bulldings,

It will Dde recalled that in the '30's the zone of the Excava-
tion was extended to include = sizeable area tc the west of the
Areopagus with the intention of erescting a permanent mucéum on
that site, Despite the objeectioneg that have been raised, this
8%11l appears to be the most logiecal and, indeed, 2 very good
gite for the permsnent Agors Museum, The bullding so placed would
be well outelde the ancient Market Square yet within eight and
easy resch of the main area of the excavatlions so that it would
be execeedingly convenlent in a practiczl way for the completion of
the necegsary fleld work and, in the future, would asgure the ex-
cavation and the finds being regarded 2s & unit, The anclent

level in this ares lies so low, moreover, that the new
buil’ding would in no wise compete with the ancient "Theseum" and
would interfere very little with t e views of the surrounding hills,
The site has another great advantage in that 1t lies direectly on
the road Joining Acropolis 2nd "Theseum," 2 route followed by vir-
tuzlly sll visitors to Athens,

-

The archaeologleal explorstion of the site was be in 193
end has been continued through the gessons of 1940, 1 and 1947,
The area is now seen to 1¥e at the head of a valley between the
Areopagus, the Pnyx and the Hill of the Numpha. The wash from the
edjoining hill glopes had filled thg valley to an unexpected and
unpredictable , the zccumulation attalining a maximum éepth of
35 feet in the middls of the velley. o

The removal of this vast mass of earth hag been glow and
cogtly. It was absolutely essentlal, however, thai the area be
explored before being overlald by the new bullding, snd, ag pointed
out in the seetion on "Excavetion,® the exploration hsg in itgelfl
been frultful,

By mid-gummer, 1947, the excevation had gone far encugh to
reveal the contours of bedroeck anéd to show that the museum could
be set in thigs sres wilthout csusing excessive damage to ancient
foundations, The excavation iz being pushed on in an sutumn cem-
paign this year and will be completed in the spring of 1948 go
that by the summer of 1 s 1t 18 enticipated, the archseologilcal
exploration and study 1 have been completed and the site will
be avalilsble for construction.
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Architectural studies for the museum bullding have been carried
on during the pest two years, the architects e William Aldrich
and Mr., ¥, Stuart Thompson, acting in conaul%ation wilth various
members of the School and Agora staffs.

In August, 1947, Mr, Stusrt Thempson visited Athens, carrying
with hin & preliminary set of plans and a model of the bullding,
After certain modificatlions had been made in consequence of further
dlecuseiona with the Agora staff and in the light of the more com—
plete clearance of the site, the plane snd model were vrecented to
a meeting of the Oreek Archaeologleal Councll held at the Agora on
August 18th, Both the scheme of the building and ite site were
unanimously apprroved by the Councill, which has the controlling
volce in the metter of building within an "archseclogicsl srea.®
The plans were gubsequently shown to Mr. Biris of the City Planning
Board who has consletently advocated a glte remote from the Agora
proper; Mr., Biris could Mot bring himgelf to approve the present
cholee of site but agreed not to oppose it., Mr. Doxiades of the
Fine Arts Comnisgglon readily pave his apvroval, The officisl ap-
provel of the Greek Governmsnt will not be fortheoming until the
final working plans are presentad, but the School was asrured by
the Arghasolopleal Couneil of its whole~hearted baecking.

On October 7th, 19417, the plans were considered by the Museim
Comnittee of the American School and recommended for aporoval Lo
the Board of Trustees, .

The decign envisages = bullding 168 feet (51,50 metres) square
set around z large central courtyard. A broad ovening in the north
gide will serve both as vicitorsg' and service sntrance, providing
convenient acecess to and from the exgavalicons, On all four sides
the bullding will rise one storsy zbove the level of the court;
the east and south dlocks will have in gddition full basement
storeys. The east block, set close to the fool of the Areopagus,
Will form the main megs of the bullding, It willl comprise the
public exhibition gellerles, space for the more compact display of
large ps of meterial that will ordinarily be accessidble ondly
to students, and, in the basement storey, storage apace for a very
great amount of pottery chiefly of documentary value, The west -
wing 1# designed to take the marble inseriptions; the north wing,
guch of The architecturzl and sculptursl marbles s2e are not shown
in the public gallerles; a genersl overhand of the eaves will pro-
vide adequete outdoor shelter for the larger marbles of the same
categories. In the basement of the south wing will be the techni-
cal workrooms: roome for mending pottery, cleaning coins, making
models of buildinge, rrocessing photograrhs., The upper storey
of this wing will contzin the records room, & vhotographle oom,
drafting room, study rooms for the excavators =nd numiemstistes and
a living room - library for the use of the staff,

-

It 1a provosed %o meke the bullding of reinforced concrete,
with an exterior faeing of Pelrseus limestone for the main bdlock,
The roofas of all four blocks are to be gabled and covered with
hand-made terracotta tiles of s color thst will harmonize with
the adjacent hills,
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The dimensione of the bullding have been arrived a2t by a very
close check of existing display, storage and work gpace, with pro-
vieion for 2 slight increzge in the first two categories to zccommo-
date material from the excavating etlll to be done, a2nd with allow=
ance for some decresse in the workspace which will be less needed as
the l=rge-scale excavating draws to a close,

It may be thought that the scale of the plant envisaged in these
plane 12 excesalve for a gingle exeavation in @Greek lands, It ir teo
be remembered, however, that the Agors area has been inhablted econtin-
uously for come 5000 yeares so that in eddition to the major sntiquities
such ss sculpture and inecribed merblesg from the publlc area, the exca-
vatlon has ylelded 2 vast mages of materlial from private houses, from
wells, clsterns and gravea, It ig largely thro the gheer bulk and
long continulity of this materisl that the Agora Excsvations are making
their most dlistinctive contribution to our knowledge of Greek history,
art and wmay of life,

The genersl schene of the Dullding as worked out in the pregent
plans would apprear to be the mest effectlive and economieal for the
peculisr needs of the Agora, In the gomparatively small area devoted
to the public galleries will be chown outstanding examples of vearious
categories, e.g. gsculpture, pottery, inscriptions, with brief gynoptie
series to 1lluetrate the development of Greek ceramlces, coing, ete.
and specis]l exhidbitione chowlng, for instance, the technique of Greek
soulpture, In the large ares acgigned to well, oistern =nd tomd groups,
the inserivtione, the sgculptural and sre¢hitectural marbles, the msterial
will be dlspleyed on eimple shelving with rtudy tables in immedlate
conjunetion, an srrangement th=t hss slresady been tssted in the present
temporery qusrters and found ideal for the convenience of both the ex-
gevation gtaff =2nd vielting schelsrs, The pottery oreserved chlefly
for ite documentary value, 1.e., 28 oroviding the evidence for the date
of bulldings or of cther objecta in associstion with which 1t has been
found, will be stored in traye arrsnged as in the stacks of s modern
1ibrary with each econtainer as carefully recorded and as readlly scces-
#ible 28 a2 book in a 1library. The technlecal workroome will be vitally
needed for the years still required to complete the execavation and the
publiecation., Theresfter, these facilities will undoubtedly be of great
valu2 %o the School in any further work it may do in Athens, or even in
other nsxts of Greece,

In plenning the building, the example of the Corinth Museum has been
eonstantly in mind, In Corinth the generzl gcheme envisaged for the
Agora Museum wae followed, Exverience has ehown, however, that relative-
1y too little space waas glven to study materizl 2nd to workrooms., In
Corinth, moreover, the bulk of the documentary materiszl has been stored
in old private houses or un~ubstantiz]l nev bulildinge in the village;
thig arrangement has proven awkward in use and costly in maintenance,

The result has been that in leas than ten yvears z2fisr the completion of
the Corinth HMuseum, the bullding required snlargement which must now be
carried out at greater cost and which can scarcely achieve the organie
unity that might haverbeen plammed from the beginning.

The Rockefeller Foundation befors World VWazr IXI had zllocated toward
the cost of building the Agora Musemm a2 cum of £150,000 which would at
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that time have been ample Tor the erection_ of an adequate bullding,
Of this zmount, $11,645.06 has alrealy been drawn and expended to
agsist in clearing the site for ths Museum, The cost of bullding In
Athens has risen between two ani three times 1te pre-war leyvel,
Hence the architect's estiiiats for bullding anéd equipplhp the Muceum
as described sbove is $325,000., If the balance of $138,354.9% that
remeing from the Poundation's orlginal allocation be deducted, a sum
of $186,56U5.06 has yet to be found,

L B I B R B N

Exgavation

In the course of the first twelve annual eampaipgne (1931i-B0, 1946,
1947) an area of scme twenty-five acres has besn worked over, The
eagt, west and gouth sides of the prineipal square of the ancient ecity
have been fixed and cleared, together with the public buildings thst
closed them, The ncrth edge of the squsre and the flanking buildings
have been shown to lie north of the Athens-Pelraeus Rallway, f.2.,
outside the area now avellable for excavation. It s=eme probsble,
however, that oniy a very narrow strip of the square proper lies outeide
our zone, Practically the whole central area of the gquare haes now
been opened up and in it have sppeared the foundatlions of 2 fifth
century temple, a concert hall snd numerous monument baceeg,

To the gouth of the square & large asrez hes been clezred on the
north slopes of the Acropolls =nd Areopagus, Thie has clarified the
relationship between the Agore and those other twe fool of publie 1ife
in the gncient ecity; 1t has, moreovsr, led to the dAlacovery of the
Eleusinion, one of the moe{ famoue ganctuarlees of Athesng, z2nd of =
Bronze Age cemetery probably used by the royal family that dwelt at
that time on the Acropeoiis,

To the northwest of the Arsoragus asnother considersble grea hes
been axplored outelde the linmits of the gguars, The primary purpcse
of thle sxploration was to prepare a gite Ior the permenent Ag Museun,
It hes 2180 proved rewarding in other ways, throwing much light on the
anclient reed sycten, ylelding an interesting family burial plot of the
gixth century B.D. and giving ugs a most 1lluminating piecture of how the
articeng in_ tronze, marble and clay lived and worked around the edges
of the market plsce,

Of the many enclent bdbulldinge dlecovered, 2bout one-third have
thueg far b=en completely explored, =tudied ané published, These ineclude
the two Periclean temples of Hepghalstos and of Ares, the civie bulldings
along the west slde of the square and the fountain house czlled the f
Kleveydrs high on the north elope of the Aeropolle, Thrse more bulldings,
viz,, the Concert Hsll, the Library of Pantalnoe end the Altar of the
Twelve Gods, have been explored and studled and manuseripts for their
publication are in various rtages of preperation.
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Afart from the topogranhiecsl and architectural results, the other
Ifindg® from the excavatlion have besn very numercus, Some éooo merble
inserintions and 1000 ostraXs have provided a wealth of new and detalled
informetion on Athenian histery and pudblie 1ife, The ccinag number Just
ghort of 100,000, 2 colleetion large =nough, when thoroughly estudied,

to sesures the solution of many outetanding »rodbleme in Gresk numismatics.
The seulpture includes 2 number of first-rate pkess of the zixth and
firth eenturiee B.0., & go0d seriss of sortrait studied of the Roman
periocd, and many par%ially worked nieces of great intersst for the tech-
nigue of snclent seulpture, The pottery is overvhelming in bulk, ra

end econtinulty, ovroviding as it does = complete sequence from the Neoli-
thiec period into the Medlaevsl., 8ince the great majorlity of the vases
have been found in eloced deposits such as tombs, wells and claterns,
often in combination with external evidence for dating, this mesterizl

ie adding greatly te the completeneces and preelsion of our “nowledge of
Gresk cerzmics,

The primsry objeective of the undertaking is alreedy scsured for it
may be sald thst the Agora Excavations hsve provided the best documented
gnd mozt complete pleturse yet svailsble of the working centre of one of
the more importent elty gtatea of enclent CGreece,

In meny reepects, however, the lob is only half done, Several
isolated but sudbetantial mesges of esrth have etill t0 be removed, The
largest in szrea iz the spece oceunled by the sroup of modern houses
which are now used ag temrorary muesemnmt ond workyooms, There remein -
glgo the modern streets gerving these honses =~n? several other "bridge-
heads" lef't from the prelininery excavations,

It must be emphagized, morsover, thst conly about one-third of the

total ares has gs yet Deen explored to boticom, The prinelpsl Pablic

ildings heve no doubt all besn located, But for the mozt rpart exoe~
vetion has as yet besn carrled down only to the ground level of late
antiquity. Between thls level =nd bedrock lies s herd packed ztrati-
fied sccurulsticn of one to six feet in which may be read the record
of earlier sgest: the debris resulting from the Percien and the Roman
gagck of Athens, the traces of early houses, =nd of sanctusries, On
thirs cite the richest hsrvest 1= frequently %c be gathered from the
eurfsce of bedrock 1tself, for it iz only the careful scraping of
bedrock that revesls the early graves, mouths of wells and cisterns,
the essting pits in which the bronze statues wers voured, the plt holes
in which the ostraka were dlecarded after balloting d=y. It is the
myriad serzps of information gethered from such sources z& these thst
add flesh end blood to the dry bonee of the tovograprhiesl and srchi-
teetursl frame, Much of the meterisl antedstes the fif th c-ntury, thus
{1lumineting thoees early chepters of Athenlien hietory on which the 1it-
erary sources throw only an occesional &nd fitful gleam,

These sarlier levels mut be explored, It 1ls imvortant that the
work be done now without interruption, for the proper definitive Tub-
lilestion of lerge categories of materisl auch 2= the erchitecture,
pottery and ostrska cannot be vrepered wlthout cognlzance of the evi-
dence from the deeper strate, It 12 2ls0 exneedingir desireble thet
this exploration, which calle for the highest ekill, should be carried
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out by th2 present members of the gtaff who have verfected their digging

teehnique,

The Sehool is under legsl =nd moral obligation to lsndsesve the
ere= snd has slresdy be=n critlocized becszuse of the uneightly avpear-
anee of the area in ite precent semi-finiched state, The iandeczping
esn be Gone economically and effectively only vhen the finel explore-

tion ir compnlsted,

It ie eatimeted that after the elose of the School's finanecial
year 10:7-U8, the exploration of the prineipsl ares could be gemnleted
in five seagons comparzhle in sesle with the seagon of 1947. If the
rate of exchanpe and the geale of weges in Gresge remaine as now, the
enfmal expenditure for gtinenda of Fellows, wasea, handling of earth
and mzintenanee of vlant would bs approxinetely 550,000, msking a
total of $250,00C for the completion of the program of exe=zvation,

Puh]_.lcl.tion

N 8 B e e se

The Excavation of the Agors will not reseh finsl compleblon until
the resvliis have been made avallsble in ocublished form, both to
scholsera and to the generzl publie, Much of thla work hes already been
done in = preliminery way in advance =tudles whileh have appesred ori-

merily in the Journal

Hesperis, But at the conclusion of the execsva-

tion the regults mast be gunmerized end account tzken of the eritlecal
dlecuealon from all interested scholars in s series of volumes which
dezl wlth the several cstegories of dlscovery, The overhead expense
involved in the menufsgture of these books is estimated at £85,000.%

* Architecture
Cetrake

Inseriptions
Pottery

Mieccellaneous Finde one volume,
Amohora Handles

Higtory and
Tepopraphy

Byzantine and Purlk-

(one volums, ,000) Thompson =nd Travioe}
(one volume, s000) Vendarpool, Young,
' Raubitechek;

%two voltlmes,' lg.ggg :e{wt: o
five volumee, $1 einberg Tel
P DPRE Venserpoo sol, Eawsrds (1)

(one volunme, ,000 er;

one volume, $6,000) D,.B, ‘mmson:

one volume,’ 5,000) Howland;

two volumeg, $10,000) Sheary, K Thombsons
is,ooo G. Weinberg, Stamires;
5,000) V. Grace;

(one volute, §5,000) Thompson;

one volume,

teh Discoveries (one voluns, §5.,000) Travie:, Feanis,

The expence of preperation must also be reckoned as part of the

cost of publiecaetion.

Even though rmuch has already been done, there

remaineg much to do and the final preparations will not have been made
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until the ¢loge of exeavetionz rive yesrs hence when those sscigned to
the tenk of publication will heave hed time to maeter the materiel ond
to fini=sh thelr mamucerirte, Hary of the suthors now =t verk vill
contimuz through the next five years to give thelr gervices towmrd
the publicetions prosren wille they hold fellowshiog or remmerative
positiong in the Bchool and elgevhere, The American Schoel trxrough
its fellowehips in the Agora i¢ contributing now snmelly sll of
£132,000 and most of an 2dditional 86500 to work eloaely velstad to the
problemg of Tinel evcavation end publication.®

® This figure represents the achusl bdudget 2llowsnce in 19117-1048 fop
Mr, Vandervool, Mr, Rodney Young; Mr., Homer A, Thompson, Miss Margeret
Cresby, Mies Mervgaret Thompeon, and Mlise Luey Telgott, who mre giving
all their time tc the Agors, and Mr., Travloe and Mr, Parsons, vho are

ving or will give mocet of their time to the Agors., tipendeg are far

low the smounts these members ough®t tc receive, in meny cseees not
belng high enough even to defray the cort of 1living in Athens, The
continuetion of the work 1s heing mede noseible becmuse most of the
Agora fellcewe have private means or other asources of income vhich they
are willine to devote to their nezeseary expenses,

Thers iz 2lso outisde scademic help which the School 1= heroy %o have
aveileble end which it 1s using in the proesegution of ite »resrem,
Profeezor Thompsen and Professor Meritt at the Institute for Advenced
Study are giving now thelr entire time, on full eslary, to the ctudy

of the Agors, Mr, Peul Clement, rs editor, iz buay with the rrelimin-
ery publiceticne end recelives £2,000 wvhich should be eredited sg part

of the Shool's effort., The Inectitute irs zlso meking sveileble gome

of itg membershiy stipends for the study of Azora meterinl under the
direction of Thompson snd Kerltt, The norn:zl snnual uce of stioends

of this sort may be expeeted to average £7,500. Includine these
selaries and ptivends the Amerlesn CScheol, throurh its resources and
through resources which 1t has won %o 1ts spurpor®, will he comfiributing
en snnual sum of srrroximetely £59,000 towsrd the commletion of the
Agors underteking. It has elso the surrort of mmmerous volunteer
geholares vho heve underteXen Lo work upron the probleme of publieation
withont expecting remineratlion themselves other than voscible travel-
ling expensee when visites to Athens sre necesgary, Anons these pcholars
vho expect no remuneration are Mr, Baul Weingerg, Mircs Alison Frants,
Profepcor Fhys Cerpenter, Profeccor Richard Howlend, Professof A. E,
Raubltechek, Professor W. Kema@rick Pritchett, and Frofeccor Sterling Dow,

The maintensnce of thie lialeon with Creece will require the ex-
penditure of £32,000 during the next five years, berond the rresent
resources of the Ochoel, in erder fic secomplish the definitive study
gnd publiecation of the Agors =28 out!ined above, The ©chool therefore
geeks 2 grant of $117,000,00 fcr the preparation snd manufzeoture cf
there rublicetions, At the seme time the School wiches to recor? ite
own contributicn, snd the centribution of its pledged supporters, in
the esmoung of £59,000 a yeer for at least five yearr (a totzl of
$295,000,00) which is being used towsrd the ssme end of completing the
whole tagk of the excevation,

-
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Publication =8~

Profesgor Thompeson and Professor Meritt are now centralizing
a1l She finel work {ezeept exeavation) at the Inetitute for Advanced
Study in Prineeton, where ample faclilities for library study znd re-
gearch are avallable, md where there 18 no overhsad coat for the
routine of earrying on the work,
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KN emorandum

o RN KL RabeREl Y e SO Date..... Qfabfhy

Prom B .o o SR e L - ST MY . . ...

Profesgor Homer Thompeon hee arrived in Princeton.

W1ill be out to the Inetitute tomorrow, 9/25/47
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AMERIPAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

ATHENS, GRFECE

EXTRACT from July 24th letter received from Professor Homer A.

Thompson on July 29th.

"I am planning to leave Athens on August 26th, sailing in the

Queen Elizabeth from Southampton on the 27th. W¥e shall hope to make the move

from Toronto to Princeton on September 10/11lth.

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thompson "
(signature)
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m Inouranos and Anmity Acsoclation
of Anerisa
522 n.m Avanue New York 10, New York

July 1£, 1947

Frank A, XoConnaell
Controller

Rel A-1%, 120
ﬂom A, Thorpson

Hisg Nernetta A, Hiller
Direqgtor's Orfiee

The Ingtitute for Advinoced Study
Princesson, New Jeroay

Deny Miszs Millert

Your letter of June 27th in regerd to the reinsztatement
of Profesgsor Homer A. Thomaon'e contract e, A-1h, 6 120
has heen referred to me in reference tommmncymh
in conneetion with rremium peymenis.

Professor Thomngon's contrast Mo, A-1h, 120 ig now based on
Canadian mﬂ::ay. Althoush his ﬂtr;ot is in camgu currency
we are ready socent paymenteo « 84 ourreeny premiuag
are mald in U, 8, eur ency. an sd justment will be made for
ezehange according to the rate of exchange on the firgt of the
ealendar month in ¥hilech the nremium iz regeived whenever the
rats of evohenge on that day evooeds 1%, Bince we are at present
uging the offielal rate of syohange in e ton with rremium
raymentg an® $he dirference is lese than no adjustments for
exohange ar+ being nmade now, Sinece the Institute for Advenced
Study ¥ill be renitting nreniums for Prof essor Thompson under
ths orovialons of ‘yomur retiresentiplsn, he could heve his econtrroet
trensferred from Cenadian to U, 8. cur ency, In traneferring his
eontract to U. 8, currenoy 1t would be rewritten anid revalued in
aceordance with the open nmarket rate of exchange "hich iz used
when transfer: are made,

Eindly let us know whether or not Professor Thompson desires
to la2ave his contraet in Cansdian omrreney and renmit in U, 8.

currency or Af he would be interegted in %Yrengferring such
contreet to U, 8, ourrenay.

Toursg truly

=] tnre
Controller

FAMEGAL
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THE ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY
TORONTO 5, CANADA

CABLE ADDRESS:
ROMA, TORONTO

AGENTS IN ENGLAND:
THOMAS MEADOWS & CoO., LTD.
35, MILK STREET,
LONDON, E.C. 2.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR June 17, 1947.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, )
Institute for Advanced oStudy,
Princeton, N.Jd.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte,

We were delighted to hear that you have found
yourselves a comfortable house, as we are looking forward
greatly to seeing much of you in Princeton next year. We
heve heard of Dr. Oppenheimer's appointment, and look
forward to meeting him. But before he takes over, perhaps
you would be good enough to write for my husband the usual
letter which is required by United States immigration
authorities. This would include, I understand, the
official statement of my husband's appointment, his salary,
his intentions of remaining in the United States, and any
other relative matter. As he will have very little time
when he returns from Greece, I am trying to gather the
vast dossier necessary for his immigration before he
returns, and would much appreciate your help and any
advice you might give on this important matter.

With very best wishes to you and to your wife,
) Yours sincerely,

(Mrs. H, A. Thompson).

DBT/MC



UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY
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Jaruary -2, 1947

Profespor Homer A. Thompaon
Depertment of APt and Archaeology
Univercsity of Toronto

Torontn, Cencda

Dear Professor Thompsoni )

Than¥ you for your letter of Degember 70th which
has arrived during Dr. Aydelotte's absence on a holiday
in Florida, The Institute will be very glﬁd to reinstiste
your annulty;contract, deducting the coat of 2L09.1€ from
vour aalary next year, and I am asking Migs Miller to
t ke care of this., I am slro nagsing on to Miage Miller

- the 1nr6rmation about your houging reguirements,

Dr, Aydelotte returns from Florida on January 3let
and he and Mra, Aydelotte are looking forward to seeing
you and Mrs, !hoipu&n in Princeton sometime either in :
February or March,

Yours eincerely,

Jane 8, Richardaon
Secretary to Dr. Aydelotte

Copy to Migs Miller
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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
BEPARFTMENT GF ARGHAEOEOGY
DEPARTMENT OF ART AND ARCHAEQLOGY

December 30, 1946,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N.J., U.S.A,

Dear Dr, Aydelotte:

Thank you for your letter of December
2lst with the information about the annuity. The pro-
vision seems to me to be satisfactory and so too does
the arrangement for reinstating my policy. It would be
a very great convenience to me if you could arrange to
have the cost of reinstating the contract (viz. $409.18)
deducted from my salary of next year.

I had long conversations with Professor
Meritt in the course of the meetings of the Archaeologi-
cal Institute in Rochester last week., It bdcomes
increasingly clear that the arrangement is going to be
very profitable in a scholarly way as well as exceedingly
pleasant.

Professor Meritt suggested that I give
Miss Miller some indication of our housing needs so
that she might have them in mind in case something
turns up before our visit to Princeton. We have twin
daughters, aged 11 and a third daughter aged 8, At
present we are in the very happy position of having a
maid; she is willing to go down with us and we shall
make a great effort to arrange this., If we could choose
we would prefer to rent for two or three years in the
hope that we might then be able to build at a more
reasonable cost. But this, of course, is wishful
thinking., If absolutely necessary we could retain our
Toronto house and Mrs. Thompson with the family could
remain here for another year, But 1 very much hope that
we can go down together and make the move in the late
summer., My present plan is to leave for Athens late in
May and spend the summer there.
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I am also writing to Miss Norris, one
of your Princeton real-estate agents recommended by
Professor Meritt, to enlist her help in our search.

We look forward to visiting you in
February or March and shall let you know as soon as we
can fix a date,

With all good wishes for the New Year,

Yours sincerely,
i & Ko,

H. A. Thompson.

HAT /MMT

Copy To Mus Muller
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December 30, 1946

Mias Mary Campbell,
Secretary to Profesgor Thompson
Department of Archaenlogy
University of Toronto
Toronto %, Canada
Dear Miss Campb~1l:

T have your letter of December 27th and hasten
to zerd vou under sgeparate eover a eony of the latest
Bulletin of the Institute for Advznced Ttudy.. As you
wlll eee from the Bulletin a1l the work at the Institute
ie on the post-doetorate level, If Profeasgsor Thompson
is aleso intereested in the work of the Graduate School
of Princeton University, I would guggeat that you write
directly to the Dean of the CGraduate Bchool, Princeton
University, Princeton, New Jersey, for a cony of their
lateet oztalog.

Youre éincerely.

Jane 8. Richardeon
Secretary to Dr. Aydelotte
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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY

7 oo 5,

December 27, 1946.

The Secretary,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N.d,

Dear Sir:

Would you be kind enough to
send to Professor Homer Thompson the
Graduate calendar for the year 1946-47.
I wrote en November 12th to ask for the
undergraduate one, but he would like to
know the graduate courses offered also.

Yours very truly,

My Cam plielld

Secretary.
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PERBONAL
Desember 21, 1946

Profegaor Homsr A, Thompson
Dep.rtmant of Archaenlogy
Untveraity of Toronte
Toranto, Oanada

' Desx Profeasor Thﬂapsoﬁt

I now nove 4definite infora:ition abmut your annuity
an? anglonre gony oF a letter which I reaosived from the
Tegansra Inzurance and Annalty Ageoclation thios morning,
If you are preanared $H make them a rayment of $409.18
they will reinatate your original gmtract and the nroe
eceeda of Tthat eontrant, »lua tha 5% of vour anlary va
are nronosing that you should nay anl the 5% pald by the
Institnte wault nrovide you at are A5 with an annuity
of sohmething over 35,000, It 13 imroasible to be quits
deTinite adout the tot:l on aenount of the Aiflereonce
between Anerio-n ant Canedlan ecurrsnay hut 1t +171 he
gnmetzhare in that naighborhood,

Do yom ponelder thie nrovision gatiafactory and are
vou nrepared $o makre the naymant oa'led for? If it
#m14 B2 any ennvenience to you to . have the Tnatitute
make 1t immedi-tely ard deduect it in inetallments from
vour galary nexd rvear, that 00uld easily be arranged,

e are all of ue looking forward with the greatest
erthuainsm to vour enmlne to the Inatitute next vear
an®? whep you aeome Aowm to pay ua a vielt in February or
Marech, I pror-ge wlth your spproval to make a publie
anncuneexent of your appolntment,

Yours sincerely,

Fran® Aylselotte

FAL jor
Ene. 1

Copy to Migs Miller
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Miss Millev

TIAZ
TEACHERS INSURANCE & ANNUITY ASSOCIATION
OF cAMERICA

522 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

December 19, 1946

Mr. Frenk Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Deer Mr. Aydelotte:

Mr. Mattocks has asked me to reply to your letter of December 16
regarding Professor Homer A. Thompson's Deferred anmiity contrect No.A14,120,

Premium psyments under the above contract were discontimued on
August 1, 1946. It will be necessary that Professor Thompson reinstate
his contract before we would accept the payment of §$1500 per year as you
suggest. The cost of reinstating the contrsct on July 1, 1947 on the basis
of Professor Thompson's present premium of $33.34 would be $409.18 including
the July 1 payment.

I am showing in the tabulstion below the benefits that would accrue
under the above contract if pasyments of §1500 per year were commenced pugust 1,
1947. You will note that this date is one month later than the date shown in
your letter, since we believe that deductions from sslery would be made in
July and the first psyment would probably reach us on August 1.

Monthly Annuity at age 65
A 1/.120 Regular Settlement (10/1/71)

Prssent Premium $33.34 monthly buys $173.04

8/1/u1
Additional Prem. 91.66 monthly buys _245.64

$125.00 total $418.68 total

I trust this gives you the information you desire, but if you have
eny further questions do not hesitete to communicate with me,

Yours truly,

Corwin H. Barmum
CHB : pdm Chief Computer
P. 8. The above contract was issued on the basis of Canesdian currency and
therefors must be changsd over to United States currency somstime prior to

the resumption of premium payments and an adjustment made in accordance with
the exchange rate at the time the currency is changed.
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PEFSONAL :
Decenber 16, 1946

Professor Homer A, Thompson
Departazent of Arahaeology
Univeresity of Toronto
Toronto, Cansda

De.r Frofeggor Thompaont

I am delighted to have your letter azn? 1nok forward with
pre=t enthuglesm to having you om our gtaff at the Institute,
eg ¥i11 all the meabere o7 the Faaulty,

One of the flret thlrgze you ought %o 4n e to corsider
where you will live in Prirgeton, By the time vou come, we
anall heve gome Inatitute apaertzsnts, one of which I hsve no
doubt ve eould seplon to you btut 1t ~ecure to me that you
may w-nt a house an? may preéfer to buy rather than to rent,
It woulad, T thirk, be 2 g2>2 thing 4f you snd ¥rr, Thompson
eon’d » y a viedlt to Princeton scmetime eariy irn the new
yeir t2 look over the poscibllities,

I am, meonvhile, taking ur with the TIAA the gueation
of your annuity eontract in order to find out Jjuat what
you enuld expeot at sge 65 from the TIAA, I gnsll write
to you furthner as g#oon as I have heard from then.

¥eanwhile I ghould like to repeat the invit-tion which
I sent you to come to Princeton and to stay with ues gome
tize in the apring when you find 1t convenlent,

With kindest regards, I am

Yours eincerely,

»

‘rrun? Aylelotte
FAtjar

Gony to Miss Miller
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June 20, 18947

T YK IT RAY SOBIRRXN;

This 1o to certify thot Profescor Homer

Aragtrong Thospeon of Toronto has besn gprointed |

. ts p Professorsdtiy in the Institute for Advanasd
ftuly st Prineston with 3 eslary of £1%,000 a yesr.
Professor Thompson's sppointaent dates froam July 1,
1957 snd he intenda to res-in persanestly. in the
Urtted Shtﬂ. I showld wery grostly appreslictas
anry erurtesies m:t‘ah sur immizr:tion offisiale
%4y be asble to ghow Bto 1n his tranefor from
Tarontn to Primeeton,

FRATE ATDRIOTYR
Pireator

- Subacrided snd sworn to befors we
this 20th day of June, 1947
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Pecember 16, 1946

-

R. L. K. troeks, Tsaq.

Tescher- Ingurance an?® Anmuity Aesgonlatinn
222 Firen Avenue

ew Yor)y 18, New York

Penr Yattochkal

You w1l be inters-t¢d to know that we hove recently
appointed Profegeor Homer A, Thompeon of the Univeraityr of
Torento e a member of the Inetitute Y=culty, Profeagor
Thom~aon telle me that he has been g contributor to the
TIAA for meny reere and hus a ¥in? of pald.up contract,
Bo, A 18,120, Profengor Thompeor wo g born Septeaber 7,
1906. If paymente were resumed on his anmity contract
at the rate of 81, a vesr as from July 1, 1¢47, can
vou t=11 me wh~t hip anruity would be at sge 65, that 1s
in Septe:ber 1971 or June 10727 T make 1t a rule in
making new appointmentas at the Inatitute to get every.
thirg clesr absut a men's anmity st the time he 1a
apoointed and ghould li¥e to know just what Profegsor
Thospson wvould be entitled to expeot,

Yours singerely,

Frank Aydelotte

FAt jar

Copy to Migs Miller
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CoOPYX

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO i
Department of Archaeology

December 13, 1946

Mr. Frank Aydelotte
Director, The Ingtitute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey, U.S8.A.

Dear Mr., Aydelotte:

I have delayed answering your letter of December 2nd
until such time asg I eould have a filnal eonvers:ztion with our
Pregident. I have done thatl today anl can now say that I shall
be free and shall be very hapoy to acecept your offer of a
profesgsorghip in the Institute, the appointment to take effect
as from July lst, 1947.

With regard to the annuity let me explain that I had
contributed to the TIAA until this sescion when the University
of Toronto tranaferred i1ts annuity acecounts to the Dominion
Government. In accordance with the underctanding between the
TIAA and the University of Toronto, I arranged to have my
econtract regarded ss “"pald up." The number of my contract is

A 1k,120. T should think that payments of premium could simply
be resumed.

I look forward very eagerly to the splendid opportunity
for nroductive scholarship opened un by this appointment and with
great pleasure to the asgoclation with you and the other members
of the staff. I trust that 1t will also be possible in this way
for Mrs. Thompson to regume her particip=tion in publishing the
results of our excavetions in Athens.

Mrs. Thompson and I hope that ve may avall ourselves
of your invitation to visit Princeton in the spring in order
to lay out our work and to find a place 1in which to lay our heads.
Youre sincerely,

HOMER A. THOMPSON
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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY
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FRANK AYDELOTTE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY==

REGRET INABILITY TO VISIT YOU IN DECEMBER BUT AM PREPARED

T0 ACCEPT POSITION AS PREVIOUSLY OUTLINED=

.
- Lagennanses
penupane

Y
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TELEGRAM

Received November 30, 1946
Dr. Frank Aydelotte *
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersgy

Regret inability to viselt you in December but am

prepared to accept position aes previously outlined.

HOMER R. THOMPSON
Boston, Massachusetts
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TELEGRAM

Recelved November 30, 1946
Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
Regret 1nabllity to visit you in December but em
prepared to accept position as previously outlined.

HOMER R. THOMPSON
Boston, Magsachusetts
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Rovenber 22, 1046 : ‘;é

Profegeor Homer A, Thempeon
Univeraisy of Toronto § R
Toronto. Canada ' =
Pear Profegsor Thompgon: i
Oould you an? ¥ra, Thompson oome Aovn to Prineeton %

at our exvense gose time in the near future to dliseuse -
vith =e and the seubsra of our Faculty, the opening in !
fumcrigtic Studieg zbout wrioeh ve apoke inforrally when

you were here for tr- Floertenriel” T woul? eupvert

cone tige in ths first vesk in Tegember, 17 that Ag

eonvenient for you. It woulfd zutlt me beat peraonglly

if you eould be nere froz tne I8 2 the S5th or from D £
Etr to the Hth. T tope wery mueh thot 1t 11 ke pognibla y .
for ¥raz, Thompaor i cose with you, Py vife gnt T would o
expect you to be our rerann.l gusgta in sur house -¥nile
vou ure here, I ghould 1i¥e very such for btoth of you

to have the opoartunity of stulylng the work of the
InatiTutz andl Jlpouscin: with upg our pluna for the future
with the hope that you may be interezted in them,

. Looking forward with pgreat plegeurs o your wvislt,
Al

¥Youre gincerely,

Frant Agdelotte

Failar

Copy to Professor Meritt
Mrs. Aydelotte
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HOMER A.

THOMPSON

Education BeA., M.A., Xopolxy Unive of British Columbia; Ph.D.,
Univ. of Michigan, 1929; fellow, American School of Classical Studies,

Athens, 1929-33.

Honors ILL.D., Univ. of British Columbia, 1949. Fellow, Royal
) ! (s s 4 L
Society of Canadaj corr. fellow, British Academy; member, American
: A

Philosophical Society, - < y Urtecial

Career Instr., classics, Univ. of British Columbia, 1925-27;

asst. prof., classical archaeology, Univ. of Toronto, 1933-Ll, asso.
prof., 19L41-h6, professor and head of department of art and archaeology
1946-47. Asst. dir. and curator of classical collection, Royal Ontarie
Museum, Toronﬁo, 1933-&7;;§§i2ct0r, Agora Excavations, American School

of Classical Studies, Athens, since 1945. Served at lieutenant, Royal

Canadian Naval Vol. Res., 1942-45; on loan to Royal Navy, 19L3-L5; officer

in charge of Naval Intelligence in Adriatie, 19L3-45.

Professor, Institute for Advanced Study, since 1947.

a7 {,_t Ll.‘[-t
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December 2, 1946

Professor Homer A, Thompson
Univercity of Toronto
Toronto, Oanala

Dear Profeaagor Thompani

Your telegram g:ave me and all the mewbersg of the School
of Humanisile Btudieg the greatest satisfaction. It rives
ge gr-~t nleasure to send you herewith a formal »ffer of a
Profeagorship in the School of Humanistio 8Stulles at the
Inst:: ‘e aa from July 1, 1947, with a salery of 21%,000 per
Year. Over and above tnls the Institute will pay of your
galary to the Teacherg Insurunce and Annuity Agenniation on
the eondition that you contribute a 1ike amount to provide a
penalion for you at our retiring ape of 654 Y hone vory nuch
that you have already been contributing to the TIAA and that
our contributisng will go to swell your ascumulat! -ns toward
a penaion. If by any ohance you have no preospects of this
kind, w= phould want to insgliet that the aontributlione p=id by
you and by us would be guffieient %o provide you with a minie
aum pensisn of &4, 000. Yf you will let me “rov vhat your
gltuntion ig, I can te 1 you lmmedlately vhat arnual contri-
butinre wonml4 He neetassrv to provide a rerngl-n oaf thie amount,
If the necessary contribution from the Institute exoceeds 5%

I may he required to redusse your salary elightly in orler to
provi‘e an adeguate pension, Om the otner hand, 1f §% will,

as I hone, nrofuce a pension far you ot 65 zenerounly in excess
of %L,000, that will give us the greateat setisfaction,

¥e look forward to your presence at the Insti tute with
the grestest enthusiasm, I hold very firmly to the convieotion
that & ocught here to strengthen our gtrongent subjeots and
I hope that your coming will make the Inatftdta not merely a
nat'ina2l but an international center for OGreek archaeology.

If at any tiame this spring you and Mrs, Thompson find 1%t
convenient to vigit Prinoceton in order to look out for housing
acocomno*stions and to consult Professor Meritt about your plans
for vor¥, I wigh very heartily to invite you to coze at the
expenae of the Institute and to stay with us while you are here.

¥With Xindeet regaric, I am

Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte, Director

Gopy to Migs Miller

1 “'.-ﬂ-',ﬁ;..-"- sl
AR
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Homer Armstrong Thompson wae born at Devlin, Ontario,
on September 7, 1906. He received the degree of B,A. from the
University of British Columbia in 1925, hie M.A. from the same
University in 1927, and hisg Ph.D. from tne University of Micnigan
in 1929. 8Since 1929 he has been continuously aessociated with the
work of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. Before
the excavationeg of the Agora were begun the newly establisned commligsion
which handled Mr. Rockereller's grant of money selected Tunompson to
be tne first Fellow, working witn Dr. Leslle Snear on tue Excavation
Staff. ‘+Toompson spent the summer of 1929 travelling in Europe,
particularly in Italy and Greece, and devoted the supsequent year to
excavation with the veteran Greek arcnaeologist Mr. Konstantinos

Kourouniotes. Tne site explored was tne Hill of the Pnyx, the

meeting place of the Athenian Assemply, and tne results were published
in Tnompson's first major academic paper, "The Pnyx in Athene,"
Hegperia, I (19322), pp. 90-217. Work in tne Agora was actually
commenced in 1931 and from tnat time until now Thompson has been eltner
in charge of the Excavationg or acting as deputy to Dr. Snear. Upon
Dr., Shear's death tne Mansging Committee of tine American School
appointed him as succegsor to Dr. Shear, and tnis is the position he
now nolde. The gklll of Thompson's work, tne lucidiiy and tne high
scnolarly value of nis publications have won him an international
reputation as classlecist and archseologist. He hag made g mesteriul
study of tne topograrhy of tne heart of ancient Athens, publisning nis
results in a monograph entitled "Buildings on utne West Side of tine

Agora," Hesperia, VI (1937), pp. 1-226. This ie now the standard work

upon tnis suvject, though, in a way, 1t has been only preliminary to
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the complete study of the general plan of tne ancient city. Tnompson
nas already solved many of the proolems, thougn his final puolication
will propaply walt until all excavatlions nave been completed. In 1933
an arrangement wae made with tne University of Toronto wherepy Tnompson
pecame Curator of tﬁe Classical Collections in tne Roysal Ontario
Museum and Asslstant Professor of Classica!l Archzeology in the University
put gtill continued to devoie gome montis each year to anis exploration
in Greece. At apout tne same time ne married one of thne Fellows of the
Agora, Miss Dorotny Burr, wno has taken an active interest not only in
nis work in Greece put in the care of tne Museum in Toronto wnere gne
naes now succeeded him as tne Keeper of tne Classical Collections.
Thompeon's publications in Hesperla have peen almosti continuous, his
otner major works being a treatise entitled "Two Centuries of Hellenistie
Pottery,"® Volume III (1934), pp. 309-480 ana a restudy of tne Pnyx with
Robert Scranton, Volume XII (1943), pp. 269-3%83. A geparate volume,
Hesperia, Supplement IV, puplished in 1940, presenied a definitive
gtudy of tue Council House of anclent Athens.

Tnompson has been sought by Harvard University and the
Bogton Museum of Fine Arts as well as by Cambridge uUniversity,
England, put ne nas so far declilded to remain at Toronto where his work
is congenial and woere ne has the freedom to carry on nis original
researcnes in Athenian hnistory and arcnaseology. ne nas made nimself
familiar not only with exploration in thne field but also with tne
nisvory of exploration. This familiarity orings into hie range some
gstudy of tne history oi art and linkg tne work tnat ne normally does
witn Profeesor Panofsky's field., His classlcal arcinaeology, of course,

is prelminently allied to Professor Goldman's province, while his
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assoclation Witn tne Excavations of Atnens brings nim into close
contact on almost every front witan tne work of Professor Meritt.
Indeed, tne tnree members of tne Faculty of tune School of Humanistic
Studles recommend most Warmly tne extending of an invitation to
Professor Thompson to come to tne Institute as a colleague and new
faculiy member. With so mucn of the work that is being done in
Athens already centered at tne Institute tarougn the puplication

oI tne Jjournal Hesperia and the otaner activiiles of tne Pupnlications
Committee of tne American School and with Professor Meritt's study
of tne newly discovered Greek inscriptions, the presence of
Professor Thompson would make tne Institute a unique center for
classical arcnaeology and for tne study of the new discoverlies wnien
nave pecome tne respongibllity of American scnolars by virtue of tne

Excavations at Atnens.
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Homer Armstrong Thompson was born at Devlin, Ontarilo,
on September 7, 1906. He received the degree of B.A. from the
University of British Columbia in 1925, his M.A. from the same
University in 1927, and his Ph.D. from the University of Michiligan
in 1929. B8ince 1929 he has been continuously associated with the
work of the American School of Classlcal Studies at Athens. Before
the excavations of the Agora were begun the newly established
commission which handled Mr. Rockefeller's grant of money selected
Thompson to be the first Fellow, working with Dr. Leslie Shear
on the Excavation Staff. Thompson spent the summer of 1929
travelling in Europe, particularly in Italy and Greece, and devoted
the subsequent year to excavation with the veteran Greek archaeologist
Mr. Konstantinos Kourouniotes. The site explored was the Hill of
the Pnyx, the meeting place of the Athenian Assembly, and the
results were published in Thompson's first major academic paper,
"The Pnyx in Athens," Hesperia, I (1932), pp. 90-217. Work in the
Agora was actually commenced in 1931 and from that time until now
Thompson has been either in charge ér the Excavations or acting as
deputy to Dr. Shear. Upon Dr. Shear's death the Managing Committee
of the American School appointed him as successor tc Dr. Shear,
and this is the position he now holds. The skill of Thompson's
work, the lucidity and the high scholarly value of his publications
have won him an international reputation as classicist and archae-
ologist. He has made a masterful study of the topography of the
heart of ancient Athens, publishing his resulte in a monograph
entitled "Buildings on the West Side of the Agora," Hesperia, VI (1937),
pp. 1-226. This 1s now the standard work upon this subject, though,
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in a way, 1t has been only preliminary to the complete study of
the general plan of the anclent city. Thompson has already solved
many of the problems, though his final publication will probably
walt until all excavations have been completed. In 1933 an
arrangement was made with the University of Toronto whereby
Thompson became Curator of the Classical Collections in the Royal
Ontario Museum and Assistant Frofessor of Classical Archaeology
in the University but still continued to devote some months each
year to his exploration in Greece. At about the same time he
married one of the Fellows of the Agora, Miss Dorothy Burr, who
has taken an active interest not only in his work in Greece but
in the care of the Museum in Toronto where she has now succeeded
him as the Keeper of the Clasesical Collections. Thompson's
publications in Hesperlia have been almost continuous, his other
major works being a treatise entitled "Two Centuries of Hellenistic
Pottery," Volume III (1934), pp. 309-480 and a restudy of the Pnyx
with Robert Scranton, Volume XII (1943), pp. 269-383. A separate
volume, Hesperia, Supplement IV, published 1n 1940, presented a
definitive gtudy of the Council House of ancient Athens.

Thompson has been sought by Harvard University and the
Bogton Museum of Fine Arts as well ag by Cambridge University,
England, but he has so far declded to remain at Toronto where
his work is congenlial and where he has the freedom to carry on his
original researches in Atnenian history and archaeclogy. He has
made himself famillar not only with exploration in the field but
also with the history of exploration. This familiarity brings
into hies range some study of the history of art and links .the work

that he normally does with Professor Panofsgky's field. His classical



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

-8 =

archaeology, of course, 1s pre#minently allied to Professor Goldman's
province, whlle his association with the Excavations of Atnens

brings him into close contact on almost every front with the work

of Professor Meritt. Indeed, the three members of the Faculty of

the School of Humanistlic Studies recommend most warmly the extending
of an invitation to Professor Thompson to come to the Institute as

a colleague and new faculty member. With so much of the work that

is being done in Athens already centered at the Institute through
the publication of the Journal Hesperia and the other activities

of the Publications Committee of the American School and with
Frofessor Meritt's study of the newly discovered Greek inscriptions,
the presence of Professor Thompson would make the Institute a unique
center for classical archaeology and for the atud{,ﬁ of the new
discoveries which have become the responsibility of American scholars

by virtue of the Excavatlons sfsthe-Aneiisan-Ssheol—ef. Olaastond:
$tUdTss at Athens.
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