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8 June 19S9 

Dear ff9mer1 

or course the arrang~te you 
suggest tor Hiss Taloott and Miss Frantz 
are fine. 

'.!hank you tor the Kahan• letter . 

All the beet, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Homer A. Thompson 
American Sahool of Classical Sbldiee 
Athens 
Greece 

..... o 
I 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



AGORA !EXC AVATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF C L ASSICAL STUDIES 

ATHENS, GREEC E 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
U. S . A. 

Dear Robert: 

June 3 , 1959 

Two of my Athenian colleagues, 
Miss Lucy Talcott and Miss Alison Frantz, expect 
to be in Princeton for several months this coming 
fall and winter, probably from October through 
February. Their going is necessitated by domestic 
obligations, but they will both be spending most 
of their time in writing up Agora material, Miss 
Talcott doing vases of the c l assical period, 
Miss Frantz working on our Byzantine material. 
They will be living in their house at 27 Haslet 
and will be doing most of their work at home. It 
would be a very great convenience to them, however, 
if they might make occasional use of the Institute's 
library. There would be no question of regular 
office space; they would consult the books in the 
library itself or in the periodical room, or they 
might make occasional use of the long table in my 
seminar room. But the important thing for them is 
the right to use our good library, and, if you 
think it proper , I would greatly appreciate your 
assurance of this privilege. 

With warm regards, 

Homer Ao Thompson 

HA '!1/ak 
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AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

ATHENS, GREECE 
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cc Mr. Morgan 

20 April 19$9 

Dear Profesaor Thompeom 

The Trustees of the Institute, meeting on April 18th, 
have fixed your salary,- and that of your colloaguee, ai 
122,500 a year, etarting July 1, 1959. 

I am glad to tell you the good news. 

Professor H. A. Thompson 
The Inetitute .for Advanced Stuey 

\ 
\\ I 

\ 

\ n 

I' ' ~ 

' 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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29 Jmuary 19S9 

Thi1 will confirm our conversation about tinanoial 
arrangements tor Protueor Thompeon 1e leave of absence tor 
the acadmnic year 19S9-1960, to be Eutmm Professor at 
Oxtord. We shall oontinua our ~nte tor him to T.I.A.A., 
and ahall budget tor h1a protesaorial trawl tund u uaua1 
during hia abeenoe. 

The twelw months tor tlhicb th• Inetitute will not 
pq Prof'esaor Tbompaon•a eal.u7 ia to be eettled between you 
and Proleseor Tbm1»9on, when he knows the starting date ot 
hia Oxford u.1ar;J. 

I. -·---- -
ul S. EDUCATORS ~MED 
C lumbia Professor Wi Take 

Chair at Oxfor 

. OJ{fORD, England, Jan. 15 
:rl!PI)-Two United Sta.tea pro­
fessors have been appointed to 
~ at Oxford University for 
the. 1959-60 .academic year, it 
was announ~ t<>4ay. 

Homer A:~trong Tho~pson, 
2 years old, professor of classi­

cal Arc}leology at the Institute 
for Advanced Study, Princeton,j 
N , J., has been appointed George 
Eastman Yisiting Professor at' 
Oxford. 

David Donald, 38, Associate 
Professor of History at Colum­
b' University, will fill the Har-
ol Vyvyan Harmsworth · 
a Oxford. 

~~,~ -

Robert Oppenheimr 
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29 January 1959 

H ~orandum to Hr. Morgan: 

This will confirm our conversation about financial 
arrangements for Professor Thompson 's leave of absence for 
t t e academic year 1959-196o, to be Eastman Professor at 
Oxford. We shall colltinue our ~nts for him to T. I .A .A., 
and shall budget for his professorial travel fund as usual 
during his absence. 

The twelve months for which the Institute will not 
PBiY' Professor Thompson's salarv is to be settled between you 
and ~fessor Tho:ipson, when he knows the starting ~te of 
his Oxford salary. 

UI S. EDUCATORS ~rMED 
C1 lumbia Professor Wi l Take 

Chair at Oxfor~ 

OXFORD, England, Jan. 15 
(UPI)-Two United States pro­
fessors have been appointed to 
chairs at Oxford University for 
the 1959-60 academic year, it 
was announced today. 

Homer Armstrong Thompson, 
52 years old, professor of classi­
cal Archeology at the Institute 
for Advanced Study, Princeton, j 
N. J., has been appointed George 
Eastman Visitin. g Professor~t 
Oxford. 

David Donald, 38, Associate 
Professor ot History at Colum­
b~ University, will fill the Har­
olc Vyvya.n Harmsworth Cb · 
a t Oxford. 

I f'~I l:!'!~!!it~J 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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THE I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 
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Dear Robert: 

COPY 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton, New Jersey 

July 10, 1957 

Oxford has granted a postponement of my tenure o:f 
the :Eastman Pro:f essorship from 1958-59 to 1959-6o which 
will greatly facilitate me in the planning of my work. 
It also affects our decision about the timing of the aP­
pointment o:f P. Kahane, since it removes one of the principal 
objections to the postponement o:f his appointment from 1957-58 
to 1958-59. If nothing else stands in the way, I think it 
would be good to have him with us in the latter year. 

With all good wishes 

Yours sincerely 

/s/Homer Thompson 

NOTE: Shall I send him an appointment letter? vh 

J 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

June 7, 1957 

I wish to acknowledge your letter of 
June 3rd in which you report the recent action 
of the Trustees regaraing retirement and pension 
aITangements, and at the same time to express my 
appreciation for the considerate decisions made 
by the Board. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jf.a . ,;~""'-
Homer A. Thompson 

HAT/mn 

~ CJ ( 
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3 June 1957 

Dear Professor Thomp8Cl'l: 

As you know, the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced study have been 
conaidering the adequacy of ret irement arxi pension arrangements, both tor 
the Faculty and tor otbera who are in the employ of the Institute. Their 
dellberatiOlla have 19ci to sane change& in policy, all of which shoail.d be 
favorable for the employee, and sane or which affect you. 

1. The mandatory age tor re"tiremerit for members of the Faculty baa 
been advanced to the June 30th following their 70th birthday. 

2. For thoae who have cane to the !r'8titute before the age of 55, the 
T.I.A.A. contract.a v1ll pron.de a minimum annual perision aft.er retiranent at 
70 which, when suppl.anted by Soc1.al Security bmatit.8, will cane to $10,000. 

J. The Inetitute will. aak that membeN of' the Faculty continue to con­
tribute five per cant of their Alaey to T .I.A.A. The Ir.atitute wUl match 
this contribution a8 i t haa 1n the i:aat. an::l will alao make such additional. . 
~ent U ·JD&Y be required ur..der the T.I.A.A. contract. In your case the 
increase in annual ~enta made by the Inet.itute will be slightly 1n excess 
of -JOO. . . 

4. In eetimating your penaion at $10,000, Socia+ Security benefits of 
about ~.Joo per year have been 1noluded. If, after retiranent, you ahould 
in QEY calendar year eam more than tJ.,200, you would waive- ~rt of Social 
Securi.tl}' ~ta. Thia doee not apply to supplementary \.U'learned inCCllle. 
These provis1.ons are in accord with present Federal legialat iol'l aJ'ld ad­
ministrative :rnHnga, which may, of course, be changed. 

5. The Institute will allocate the maximum that .it may, which 18 i'1tty 
per cent of the total annual contribution that you and the Inat1tut• nak• 
toward your retirement, to Collage Retirement Equiti• Fund. Thia tund ·bu 
been .. tabliabed in ord.- that beleticiariea ma.Y' be provided with a bede• 
again8t intlaticm, t hrough inv•tment in equiti• whoM value aDi wboH in­
ome have increaeed with th• Y•N in the put, and are upeoted to inoreue 
in the tuture. The Trullteee are aware of the fact that benetite tl"Cm C .R. E.F. 
v.aey u prorided in c.R.E.F. contract.a, am are not euaranteed u tho.• ao­
al"Uing ·umer T.I.A.A.; but t.b1!1 beliwe that, under i;.be C.R.E.F.-T.I.~.A. 
arra.nganent, your total ret itW*lt benefit• are more llk.q to axcffd -10 1000 
than to tall below t.hia sum. 
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t -i Urln the next months you will receive a new cont ract from T .I.A.A. 
describing the prorlsiona under which your retiranent berle£1 ta will be 
paid. Should you haw aey question& about that cont ract or this let ter. 
or t he •tt tJra touched upon in it, pleaae do not heaitat.a to let me know. 

Prof eaaor H. ThQmpaon 
Institu~ tor AdVanced Study 

J 

Vaey sinctn"81.y, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

• 
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_,. :• -

19 March 1957 

Dear Professor Thompson1 

Enclosed ia a prel1m1 ll8.T.f draf"t of 
the minutes of the last Faculty meeting, 
which mq be changed; but will gi Te you 
some impression of what went on. Do you " 
haw an opinion on the proposed Faculty 
appo~tment? :U so, could you get it to 
ua be£ore the next meeting; which is now 
planned tor Karch 28th? 

With best greetings• 

Sincerely, 

(Plrs. Wilder Hobson) 
Secretary to the Director 

Professor Homer A. Thompson · 
.American School of ClaBsieal Studies 
Athens, Greece 

enclosure 

.. 
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Mr. Henry Allen f.ioe 
551 Fifth Avenue 
New York. N. Y. 

Dear Henry: 

28 J anua ry 195?. 

( 
I am a t l a st in _/t!)O-S1 t.,1.on to make a 

de finite r eply to the inv1tat'1un-con~e~ed in your 
l e tter of January 1 4th fro!JY'the Elect~ to the 
George Eas tman V1a1t1ngGrgYe~s~rship in the University 
of oxford. Qnd I run ver ~a~~t /to be abl e to accept the 
offer of t he Pr o fesaors "~,r'the year 1958-59. MY 
a c ceptance i s sub jeo _..g.nJ...~, t 6 t h e w1111ngneas of the 
•rru atees o f t he In t ie\ ~{ __ f\dVanced Study to g r <'l.nt 
me l eave of absen e for h . t ~ ear; our Dire ctor ha s 
indica ted hi s r ea 1 e se 90 1 support my applic-:·.tion for 
such l eave. _ ,_,... / . 

~ .., __ "./ 

I hav t al ked about the a cademic duties relating 
to t he Pro ~'ssors~ with De n Heri tt. as you sugt:,e s ted. 
and al so w G~~e Kennan who is now making preparations 
f or hi s ten e ~t year. If it sho· l d be agr eeable to 
the Universi ty, I would propo se t o lecture on the history 
and monuments of A t hens w1 th special r e ference to what 
h a s been done of r e cent yea rs by the A,ID.eri can School of 
Cl as sical s tudi es in t he Agora a nd .:;l sewhere in the city. 

Permit me to say again how deeply moved I am both 
by the honor and the r e spon sibility involved in this 
appointment. At the same time, howe ver, I r egar d with 
very grea t pl easure the pro spect of r enewing old a nd 
malting new a cquaintance s among Engl i sh colleagues, a nd 
no l ess to t he pos si bility of relaxing for u time from 
t he hurly burly of field wor k to the more r e fl ective 
part of an a rcha eolohist•s li fe . 

~1th warm personal r egards, 

Yours since rely, 

fef.11 .T ' . 
Homer A. Thomp son 
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J'r . Henry Allen r oe 
551 Fifth I\ ve nue 
}ew York , tl . Y . 

Dear Henry : 

28 J anua ry 1957. 

( 
I 

I am a t l a st in,,,.a-po s it;ton to make a 
defi ni te re~ly to t he 1nv1ta t1:-on-conve yea in your 
l e tter of January 1 4 th fro~~ -·1ect~s to the 
George ~v~trnan Visit111G~~:tre~sorsh1p 1n the Univer sity 
o f Qxf ord, , nu I run ver ~ap:gy ; to be abl e to accep t the 
offer of the Pro l'es~ ors b'y t he year 195 59 . tiY 
a.c cep t r.nce 1 s sub jec;t-GJ:U.~ to t h e ~1111n0neas of the 
l'rustees of t he I~~~e\ ~~ Advr,1ced Study to Lr~ nt 
~e le ve of absen e for h t"yeo r ; our Director has 
1nd1c ... ted his r ea i ess o ) surport uy appli c .tion fo r 
such l eeve . '-.___......- / 

I hav,/2ec., a'b'OU( the a.cadf'mic du ties relating 
to t he . roTf ~ ~~~~;~ ·,1th L1sn ori tt , 0 s you sug0 e s t ed, 
and al co w~ t'l Ge9±-se Kennan who is no · meltint... prepara. tions 
f or his ten~t yel!.r . I f 1 t eho ld bE ,:c:..r eeabl e to 
the Universi ty , I ouln pro 1ose to lecture on th~ history 
and monuuents o f ~ thens "'11th speci al reference to "'hat 
hns been done of r ecent years by the ,Ameri can chool of 
Classical ~ tudies i n t he Agora and l sewhere in the clty . 

Permit me to say aLain how deeply uoved I am both 
by the honor a nd the r espon s i bility i nvol ved in this 
appointment . At thP same time , ho'11ever, I rct::,~ rd ith 
ver y breat pl easure th~ pro spect o f r enewing ol d and 
U'1..r.~ 1ng nPw a cquaintnnce s among EnGl l sh colleabue a, a nd 
no less to the po s ~ibility of relaxing for ~ time f rom 
t he hurly burl y O J. ... field Pork to the more r e:lecti ve 
pert of an arch~eoloL ist ' s li fe • 

. 1th warm personal regarG s , 

Yours sincerely , 

il:Yf .T 
... I 

Homer A· 'horup son 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVAl\CED STUDY 
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Norr;. 

Invitation to Prof . Thompson to be 
Eastman Professor At Oxford for 
academic 1958-1959. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON , NE W JERS EY 

OFFI C.: E OF TliE DI RECTOll 

Pu9}JOl't Oftice 
])ep&r'tmllt of State 
Waahingtcm, 

Attentions 

O•tlMIDI 

Bemer •• Tno•imv 
Jlia\ol'ieal S tnd1• of '11111111.-.CllmA 

Mlu7 ot ti.8,000 • J'MI'• 

Reta PT/DSZ•lJO-Thompmon, Jj. J.. 

Tile ImUialte tbr Aclvanoed s~ i• regiatered u an 
inaUtlltion ot higDer eduoation with the Depart.mnt ot Bul.th, 
Bcmaation an4 WeltareJ we haw alee been deeicn&ted '-' the 
~at ot State u a •ponaor ~the lxoblnp-VSaitol' Propwa. 
ln01.oee4 1a a oow ot an el_,tarr aoaom\ ot the orp.nilaat.S.on 
an4 P\ll'POH• ot ~ In8U1alte, and a GOW ot tm bpon of U. 
Dil'eotor, l948-l9Sl. "1\h a marked pu8&P deacribina th• woJ1c 
dom hen in al"ChaMl.017. 

We MrDeetq hope that. 70\l will. g1 ft t&Wftbl.8 OODl!Ur­
&Uon to ~ •• _. ~on'• requaat tor a NM-1 ot h1a puQOr\ '° emhle him to 'ti.a1t. Gneoe thia J'MI". 

81ncenl¥ 70111'8, 

loben oppenhejwr 
I>ireotor 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 
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c 0 p y 

DEPARTMENI' OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
Pl'/DSZ-130-Thompson, Homer Armstrong 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

Dec 28 1956 

Reference is made to your letter of December 3, 1956 request­
ing an extension of your passport. 

It appears from the facts contained in your passport file that 
you may be in a position to bring your case within the scope of Section 
354 (Z)(B) or the Immigration Nationality Act or 1952 if you were re­
siding abroad solely or principally in connection with your work on 
behalf of The Institute For Advanced study. If so, this office will 
give further consideration to your case upon receipt of a letter from 
a responsible officer, other than yourself, of the Institute For Ad­
vanced Study stating the nature of the work which you conduct for the 
organization; whether you were and wi1.1 be temporarily resid.i.P.g abroad 
for the sole or principle purpose of representing the organization; the 
amount of compensation received and the manner in which received; whether 
you are subject to recall by the organization; the length of time you 
have represented the organization; and whether 'fhe Institute For Advanced 
Study is registered with any government agency. 

Mr. Homer A. Thompson 

Sincerely, 

/s/Willls H. Young 
Willis H. Your:g 

Acting Director, Passport Office 

c/o The Institute For Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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Passport Office 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

c 0 p y 

December 3, 1956 

I enclose herewith my passport No. 50829 (New York Series), 
issued on January 16th, 1956, the duration of which is limited to 
January 1, 1957. I should like to apply for a renewal of the 
passport. 

The limitation was imposed, I believe, because of the fact 
that although a naturalized citizen (since November 30, 1951) I 
have spent part of each year outside the United States. I would 
point out, however, that since naturalization I have never made my 
regular residence elsewhere than in the United States, and that I 
have been continuously in the employ of the Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 

My sojourns.. abroad have been necessitated by the fact that I 
have been in charge of archaeological exploration which is being 
carried out in Athens, Greece by the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens, a wholly American institution founded in 1881 
and incorporated under the laws of ¥.lassachusetts. I am now and 
have been since 1929 a member of the staff o.f this organization. 

The purpose of the exploration in Athens is to bring to light 
the Agora or civic centre of the ancient city. As part of the 
project, one of the ancient buildings, the Stoa of Attalos, has 
recently been reconstructed to serve as a permanent museum to house 
the finds from the excavation. An account of the undertaking 
appeared in the September 17th issue of Li.fe Magazine, of which I 
enclose a copy he~ewith. 

It has frequently been said, and I think with some truth, 
that the excavation of the Agora and the reconstruction of the Stoa 
of Atta.los have contributed to a better understanding between the 
United states and Greece inasmuch as they have demonstrated a 
substantial American interest in both the past and the present of 
Greece without any overtones of connnercial or military self 
interest. This view has been repeatedly expressed by American 
ambassadors to Greece, among whom I would name Mr. Lincoln MacVeagh 
and Mr. Cavendish Cannon who have followed the progress of the 
enterprise for many years. I have heard similar comments from 
such other visi"bors as Mr. Winthrop Aldrich, ¥..r. James B. Conant 
and Mr. John J. McCloy. 
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Passport Office 
Page Two 
December 3, 1956 

c 0 p y 

I n view of the circumstances noted above, I should pres1llJle 
that consideration might be given under Section 354 (2) (B) of 
t he Immigration and Nationality Act. I would beg to be informed 
of what further steps I must take in connection with an application 
for renewal of the passport. 

Yours sincerely, 

Homer A. Thompson 

HAT:jeb 

Enclosures 
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.. 

·' 

6 APgaat 1956 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

We baY• 1QU1' letter ot ·2.5 J:ul.y 
requ.eating biograpbi~ data on Dr. Reser 
ThQDpllm. Mq va nCgeet t.bat yeu consuil.t 
"Who'• Who" 'tJhtiN1n you will ftnd a.a muah 
1.nto:naation aa ve would be. able to give 
you. U 111.()1"8 data ).a required, we beli-e'le 
it would. be beat tor you to contact Dr • 

. Thompson when- ~. ret\ll'!l8 in the tall. \ 
. ~ t ~ 

... .~ I • 

Veey tru=cy yours, 
.. 

Ve:lJDa. A. ~r 
O£nee ·of the J;>irector 

\ 

•.-, 

.-

·, 
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ARTS 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES 

Mrs. James Beacham 
Secretary 

120 WEST 58 STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

PROGRAM 
July 25, 1956 

The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Mrs. Beacham: 

Thank you for forwarding 
Dr. Homer Thompson's photograph. 

May we ask another favor? 
We need biographical data for press releases 
which are furnished to the Directors of Public 
Relations on the campuses to be Visited by 
Dr. Thompson. Any material you are able to 
send us will be very much appreciated. 

NB/m 

THEODORE A. DISTLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES. 

Sincerely yours, 

Norwood Baker, Director 

MISS HORWOOD BAKER, DIRECTOR 
ARTS PROGRAM 

DANIEL Z. GIBSON, CHAIRMAN 
COMMISSION OH THE ARTS 
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s July 1956 

Dear Mus Baker: 

Enclosed please find the 
photograph of Dr. Heller Tballpeon, vhicb 
you requested in your letter or June 29th. 
I do hope you vill f'1nd it eatiafactory. 

. 
Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs. J~s Beacham) 
Secretary 

Mias Norwood Baker, Dil"ector · 
ARIS PROOBAM 
l20 West ,58th Street 
Nev York 19, New York 

enclosure 
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ARTS l20 WEST 58 STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES PR©GRAM 
June 29, 1956 

Director 
Institute of Advanced Studies 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Sir: 

We are writing to inquire if you will 
be able to furnish a photograph of Dr. Homer A. 
Thompson. 

Dr . Thompson will be visiting colleges 
under our auspices in December. As he is at pre­
sent in Greece and we are anxious to attend to 
publicity needed for these visits, any assistance 
you can give us will be most helpful. 

NB/m 

Dr. Homer A. Thompson 
Professor of Classical 

Archaeology 

Very sincerely yours, 

Norwood Baker, Director 

THEODORE A. DISTLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES 

MISS HORWOOD BA.KER, DIRECTOR 
ARTS PROGRAM 

DANIEL Z. GIBSON, CHAIRMAN 
COMMISSION OH THE ARTS 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

41+~ ~ t'.A ~ ...... ~ ~~ z., {7~,,.,­

~ fr" ~ ~ 'Y~f-s·"'· Tl<.. ~~~ 
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Info from file re Prof. Homer A. Thompson: 

Becaire Professor at Institute JUly 1, 1947. 

Tv."'in daughters and younger daughter--

are now 21 and 18 years respectively. 

* 88 Battle Road pucchased May 1947. 

Moved to Princeton Sept . 47, although Prof . T. 

proceeded to Agora, Greece, where he has 

spent most of his time since. 

Applied for US citizenship October 51. 

JUly 1~53--started reconstruction of the 

Stoa of Attalos. 

II it Costs Less find Wotl<s Best .•• It's 6n AM ERi-BUCKET 
ANO HAHOER SET 

fl u7f1- A M E R I C A N M E T A L P R 0 D U C T S C 0., I N C. ADAMS 
1/l. 2911 COMPTON AVENUE • LOS ANGELES 11, CALIFORNIA 1·4133 
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Dr. Robert Oprenheimer 
Director 
! nstitute for ~dva.nced Study 
Princeton, Tew Jersey 

air mail 
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Fo...- ~ ,lhr"f4 

THE ALLEN R. HITE ART INSTITUTE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE 
INVITES YOU TO 

THE SIXTH ALLEN R. HITE MEMORIAL LECTURE 
FREE AND OPEN 10 THE PUBLIC 

"THE ATHENIAN AGORA, 
A QUARTER CENTURY OF EXPLORATION 

JN 

ANCIENT ATHENS" 
BY 

--------------- HOMER A. THOMPSON 
Field Director, Agora Excavations, American School of 
Classical Studies, Athens, and Professor of Classical 
Archaeology Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N. J. 
TUESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 15,at 8:30PM. 
In The Allen Courtroom of the University of Louisville School of Law 

111/ormal reception will be held afte1· the /cct11rc in Fanrs/ey Lounge of Gardiner Hall 011 Belknap Campus 
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20 Dec.ber 19$4 

Mmnorandum to Miss Sacha I 

Dr. Oppenheimer has autboriaecl the 
pqmant to Dr. Bieber '1' a turt.her tl)O tor 
740 prints which Prof•s•or Thompson bas 
brought to the Imti tute. A• thia ill a 
Librar7 charge, I imagine you miq wish to 
make out the voucher 7oun1elf. Dr. Bieber 1 s 
address: 

Dr. Margarete Bieber 
60S West ll)th Street 
New York 2S, New York 

• 

v. Hobaon 

) 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

~ece1'1Jber 16, 1954 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

:>ince writing you the other day about 
the second lot of : r . Bieber1s ryictures, 
I have looked over the aterial, found 
it good and brought it to the Institute . 

The nrice asked is ~ 150 for the 740 
prints , -v~hich seems to me reasonable. 

The cheq·ie might be sent to 

:;Jr . Hargarete L\ieber 
605 •est 113th ~treet 
'rew York 2~, ' ew York 

Yours sincerely, 

qomer A. Thoapson 

Dr . ~obert ap~enheimer 
...nstitute for \dva,~ced Study 
Princeton, ,-ew Jersey 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, Nl:W n;RSEY 

December 8, ~954 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

The second, and final , l ot of Dr . 
Iargarete Bi eber' s photo gr a ths are 

now available . It consists of 740 
urints on uellenistic sculnture for 
which she asks ~150 . (You will recall 
that we paid '\600 for the first lot of 
2800 orints) . 

I haven1 t yet seen this second lot but 
I shall be driving o..-er to 'r eu York on 
-;unday, I'ecember 12th and could then 
examine then. If they appear to be 
good value , may I be aut~orized to say 
that we shal l take them? 

Sincerely, 

~f:f9.t:' 
Bomer ~ . Thompson 

Dr . hobert Qpoenheimer 
~he :nstitu~e for ~dvanced Study 
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

ATHENS. G REECE 

Mrs. Kathleen Russell 
Institute for AdvanceJ S tudy 
Princeton, N. J., 
U. S . A. 

Dear Kay 

August 19 , 195 4 

~s . Evelyn Smithson is depar ting from 
Athens today and expects to arrive in New York on 
August 31st in the S/ S Constitution. Since she is 
carrying with her in addition to her o~n luggage 
a sizable box containing photogra~hs, drawings and 
records of various sorts for our work at the Institute 
I would be very grateful if she could be met at the 
pier . Tlease hold the bill for me on my return. 

\fany thanks f or . the helpful informati/n ....,,. 
'?latter of purchasing photo gra~hs . '\ 

With a"Ill good wishes, 

in the 

Yours sincerely, 

Homer A. 7aompson 

P. S . ?;!rs. Tbo~pson and I rlan to leave 
Athen~ on August 22nd and to be back 
in Princeton by S eptember 8th. 

HAT/ ak 
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A.G O RA E XC AV ATIO N S 

AMER ICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

4.THENS, GREECE: 

f~s . Kathleen Mussell 
Institute for AdvanceJ S tudy 
1 r inc e t on, N' . J . , 
U . $ • .'\o 

Dear Kay 

August 19, 19:54 

~1rs . Ev elyn gmi t bs on is denar ti ng from 
Athens today and expects to a r rive in N e"Y'l York on 
August 31st in the S/S Constitution. Since she is 
carrying wi t h her in addition to her o~n lugga ge 
a sizable box containing photoeraphs, drawings and 
recoras of vari ous sorts for our work at the Institute 
I would be very grateful if s he could be ~e t at the 
pier . Tlea3 e hold the bill for me on my return . 

•any thanks for.the helpful inforrna.t i/n ~' 
1latter of r urchas i ng photogra~bs . ~ 

~i th a~l g ooa wishes , 

in the 

Yours sincerely, 

Ho ~er A. 7nompson 

I'. S • 1r s • :'b o ·n~ son and I r l .!1 !'1 to 1 eave 
Athen~ on August 22nd and to be bac¥ 
1n Fr1n~eton by September 8th. 

HAT/ak 

, 
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A1lg118t; 2, 1954 

• 

' Dear Profeeaor 1'hc>Japmon1 

Thank ,ou tor 10ur letter ot July 26th. 
Dr. Oppenheimer u in tb9 Virgin X.1.tnct•, and I belim be 
·vill nOt .tum until about the l.5th of thi• ·•nth. I haft; · 
hovnal'1 eent a oopy ot your latter down to hi.a, and bain / 
.. Jaad if w might 11t an early wont to JOU about the avaU.abUlt)­
ot fmul• md .approval ot ti. projeot. A•. •oon u I bear baa 
Dr. Oppenheimer I will wri t.e to 10u. He •1' •nd you a not.e 
trma the Virgin•J but ill any o- you will bear from ua jut 
•• eoon u paldbla. ~ 

ProteallOI" Haaer Tlianppi 
•.rioan Sohool of 01.Usiaal Studies 
Athan•, ON11e , 

latberim Ru...U 
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A.GORA EXCAVATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

ATHENS, GREECE 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenhei~er 
I nstitute for Advanced S tudy 
Frinceton, N.J., 
U. S. A. 

Dear Robert 

copy to Dr . o, /vI 
HCMorgan 

.July 26, 1954 

I have just learned that Professor ¥argarete 
Bieber , who recently retired from a professorship in 
Classical Archaeology at Columbia University , wishes to 
dis pose of her working collection of photographs of 
clas sical art, chiefly sculpture. The collection comprises 
somewhat over 3000 photos and the price is likely to be 
in the nei ghborhood of¢ 1000. I have no t seen the whole 
of the collection, but from what I have seen, and from 
what I know of the collector's standards, the quality i n 
general should be high. 

I should like to propose that the Institute 
acquire these photographs as the core of a se t of study 
material in the general field o f clas sical art and archaeology, 
something wh ich we should certainly be building up . I v ould 
not wish , however, to go any f urther with t he pr oposa l 
until I have been able to look over the collection after my 
return in September. 

Meanwhile, co uld you g ive me any i ndication 
as to whether the neces sary sum of money could be made 
available within the present year, ~rovid ed , of course, that 
the proposal should be approved in principle? This knowledge 
would help me in preliminary negotiations with Professor Bieber. 

With all good wishes, 

Yours ever, 

Homer A. 'l'hompson 

HAT/ak 
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1 Jum 19$h 

Dear Prof•eor Thanpeona 
r 

Bett, Horton tell.a me that 70u have 
not. reoeiftd copiM ot the laat t..o 1acult7 
Meeting llinutu. I a enclaing tbaa now, 
and aend rq apologiea tor not ha~ done ao 
batore. · I pl"Obabq ient 70u oopiea b,r inter­
o1'tioe mail which· are ei tting around aQ!l9Rhere 
here. 

. 

(Mrs. Wilder Hobeon) 
Seeretary to the Director 

Proteeaor ua.r A. 'l'vnpeon 
.lmer1oan Sohool or Classical Studies 
Athena, Greeoe 

encloaurea 

.· 

-.. 
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I. 

22 June 1953 

Dear Profe11or 'l'bamp1ont 

.... ~ 
J .r 

Dr. Oppenheimer i8 abromd and will 
not be back in Prinoeton until the Jd.dd1 e of 
August, In his absence, I • aoknQvledging 
your letter ·or June 16th. Dr. Oppenbld.-r 
will, I know, be glad to have your letter, 
wlrl.oh I a holding tor his retUl'n. 

S inoerely yours, 

Rosmma W. Jaft1n 
Secretary to t_he Director 

Professor H~r A. TbaaplOD 
Agora Exa89'atioll8 
American Sohool of Cluaioal studies 
Athell8, Greece · 
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AGORA EXCAVATION S 

AMERICA N SCHOOL OF C LASS ICAL S T U D IES 

ATHENS. GREECE 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
lnstitute for Advanced Study 
Trinceton, N.J. , 
tr. S. A. 

Dear Robert 

June 16 , 1953 

Just a note to say how very much we enjoyed 
the visits of the Garrisons and Harrisons. It ~as re­
freshing to meet a distinguished architect of the modern 
school who i s still prepar ed to cast a respectful backward 
glance at the builainge of the Greeks . And I think we are 
exceeoingly fortu nate in having addec .'ro Lloya Garrison 
to our Board; it was a pleasure to observe his reac tions 
to both the past anu the present of this land. 

Hermann and Yrs. Weyl and Ernst Kantoro•icz 
have also passed this way in the course of the spring. 

r .aat week v.e startea cutting stone for the 
restoration of the Stoa of Attaloe and we are h opeful t hat 
this undertaking ~ill now go straight ahead. 

With warm greetings, 

As ever, 

Homer A· Thompson 

HAT/ak 
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL S T UDIES 

A THENS. GREECE 
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A.GORA EXCAV ATIONS 

AM ERICAN SCHOOL OF' CLASS ICAL STUDI ES 

ATHENS. GREECE 
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April B, 1953 

Dear Homers 

Onee ._ui, or rather tvioe,. I 1111 going to pre8'11D8 on 
your -~iait7. Ll.oJ"d Garrieon, a d:tat~guiehed Nev York ~r. 
bu jut .been elaated to the Board ot 'l'rustee11 of the Institute. 
He plai8 to epend aneral weeks in Athena, probably in May) ed I 
haft suggested to him thaif he i:ome in touch with you. I think you 
will like hill. . ' 

Friend.a of ours. Wallaoe Harriaon Eld hia vite• EU.. 
are aleo goi ng to be in ON•• Re is the arohiteot or Roolcet•llar 
Cit7• md a man ot extraoJ'Clinar7 sen•ibUity; and they are both 
wholly charming paopla. I hav8 ur-ged them to oall you, and I 
hope that tbay do. 

I ~pe that neither of theee viait.a, if they do oome 
ott-. vill be bUl'denllCIM. I • quite eure that they will be 
rewarding. 

. . 
- With every vam good viah, 

Protee80Z' Home.r 'l'hallpe90n 
Amerioan Scrhool ot oia.ieal studiea 
Athena, Gft•oe 

Rooort Oppenhemer 

•, 

' 
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A.GORA EXC A VATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOO L. OF Cl.ASSICAL. STUDIES 
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AGORA EXCA VAT IONS 

A M ERICAN SCHOOL O F C LA SSICAL STUDIES 

ATH E N S , G R E ECE 
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AGORA EXCAVATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUOIES 

ATHENS. GREECE 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

Mnroh 11, 1952 

Secretary to 
President Jamee B. Conant 
HarTard University 
Ga:nt>r1':1.ge 381 Yia3e • 

Dear Mad&-n: 

Dr. 0,penhei.Ioc>r has asked o to send 
you the enclosed ccpy ~f hi:c- lettFfr to Professor 
Honer Thompson. If t his a!'°dva& af-l;er President 
Conant has left the Statea, Dr. Oppenhei3ier would 
appreciate it if you woald be kind enough to 
forward t he lett er to President Conant in England. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kat..l'lerine Russell, 
Secretary to the Dir 
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Jluoh u. usa 

Prwd.dla\ md Jtre. ec.• ot Hanvd will M 1a A~ 
~ bm 11..U 23N t.o laNb JOtb.. For bo\b ot t.11111 S.' S.. 
tbetr ftr9' trip \o IJN••J u4 they are uaiW in • .., 11\e~ 
and plM9iq _,-. I haft nanMd to t.haa U.t theJ' eall OB JOU 
at t.be Sohool. I think tla\ tllq vCNl.«f: be mos\ grateful tor i.cm.ac . 
a 11\U. &. ,ou, -' oBl1' aboa ,aur ova .ftl"k and t.ba ot t.he 
Sohool, ba ot \hin11 that 1n a t.rS.ef 'fisi' tbq Id.Pt t1nd un.n.tinc­
I Imm tbat JW 11ill P3GT .. tiDc tt.., and_ \hat U tba)' 1Mft little 
elm 1a U.11' trip to ~··· thm .... ~ vtl.1 ft.114 1n J'OU .... JOW 
doiallt ._ vU1 not ........ to feel d.1.lmppointe44 • I 

. ve Ill• 19'1 'Nl7 amh1 a..r, and hope tlla\ ..,.~ 18 
aoin1 wll with ,au. 

Protenor liClll8J' 'Dlcr.lpt1on 
Amrloa •boel '6 Clu81oal st-udle• 
AU.., 0rHM 
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' .. 

October 231 1951 

' 

J.i'ile No. NSE 2185-P-8404 

Dear Mr. Zi.mmerman1 

In roply to your enquiry of October 15th, !rotessor 
Hamer A. Thompson was appointed a pennanent mmber ot the Paoulty ot 
the Institute for Advano9d Study as of July 1, 1947J Professor Thompaon 
eatablished residence 1n Prinoeton in September of that year. At the 
ti.ml of his appointment, Professor Thompson was a C8.119dian citiaen. 

I 
Prof assor Tncmpson ia known to bis associates and 

to me as a man ot the highest integrity and honor. No question has 
ewr arisen ot hie loyalty to Canada and to the United !=ltatea. 

Mr. Karl I. Zimmerman, District Director 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Illlmigration and Naturalisation Service 
Fifth and Cheat.nut Sta. 
Philadelphia 61 Pa. 

Sinoerel. y yours 1 

Robert OppenMimer 
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4 - 554 
3-1-51 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 

Lafayette Building , Fif th & Chestnut Streets 
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania 

October 15, 1951 

File No . NSE 2185-P-8404 

Date : October 15, 1951 

The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N. J . 

Dear Sir : 

Re: Homer Annstrong THOMPSON 

The above- named is an applicant for citizenship who claims employ-
ment by you from September, 1947 to the present time Will you pl ease 
ver i fy t he cor rectness of this claim and state what r epresentation, if any, 
was made at the time of employment concerning citizenship? 

To assist t his office in determining what r econ:nendation to make to 
the natur alization ccurt "~th respect to the subject's a~'!lissibility to 
citizensr:ip , you a:~.~ ,i.ico requested t o ascertain and advise what his r eputa­
tion ~"r i~.yalty t o trs i.Jnited States has been among his fellow workers . If 
you h.:; ·1e personal ',N)· 1~edge respecting the subject , please also give us the 
benefit of your OF.: .. ni ?n . 

Any information you may furnish will be treated as confidenti al if 
you so request . 

Your cooper ation in this matter will be appreciated . 

Ve~ruly yours, , 
/:.- .... /' 

t , . •' ! . { 3 b n11A/ 
'./. ' ) 
~rman 
Distr ict Director 

P .s . Please refer to the file number appearing in the upper right-hand 
corner of this letter when making your reply. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCHOOL OF H UM ANISTIC STUDIES 

PRIN C ETON, NEW JERSEY 
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. ~ . \ 

Januar;y 19, l9Sl 

DeAr Prof eaeor Tllalp9on1 

It gi.,.. m pl.aulll'9 to Worm you that qy unan1moua 

vote of the Board of Truat.eu of the Iostitat.e tor J.dv~ Staq,· 

your ealary u Prof~ in the School of W..torioal. St.udi• bu 

bem increased to 11.8,<XX.> per year as o£ the ba~ CJt the nut 

tiaoal ~, Juq l, l~ 

Prot'eeeor ~ A. ~cm 
Inati wte tor Advanaec1 .stwJ.y 
Princeton, l.J. ' 

Cows Mias Tril}terud 

• '· 
' • I 

, 

I 

·· . 
. . .. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, Nl:W J ERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATKEMATICS 

D-CLUB. 

This is to invite you to attend an 

informal talk by Professor Homer A. 

Thompson on "Recent Excavations in 

Athens" , to be given on Monday, 

November 6, at 8 p.~., in the seminar 

room of building n. 

Uembers wives are welcomed; but for 

the r est this invitation is personal. 

Dr. R. Oppenheimer. 
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CROSS REFE...lIBNCE 

PJlRR:so·-, ~ 'E:.Y!:, Research Assistant for Pro ~essor Thompeon for 1950-Sl . 

SEE: p~P..S.._!~ EL ~ILE - .!AHR!SC~·, EVELY:! 
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SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC S T U DIES 

PRINCETON , NEW JER S EY 
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Dr. Christos Karouzo 

Dr. Karouzo is about 50 years of age . He holds degrees in 
classical archaeology from both the University of Athene 
and Munich. After serving as Ephor, i . e . , official in 
charge of antiquities , in the provinces of Boeotia and the 
Aegean Islands, he became director of the National Museum 
in Athens, a post which h e held for several years until 
resigning in the summer of 194S through frustration in his 
relations with the t h en head of t h e archaeological service 
who has since himself resigned. 

Karouzo is one of t he ablest scholars and scholarly 
administrators of his generation i n Greece. His particular 
field has been early Greek sculpture on which he has 
published a number of authoritative papers. At present he 
is well along with a monograph on the early sculptures from 
the Greek islands, and with another on an important lot of 
Athenian vases from Delos . Both of these studies could be 
completed in a year at the Institute . 

Mrs . Karouzo is a distinguished archaeologist in her own 
right . She also has received training both in Greece and 
Germany. For most of her life she has been active in one 
capacity or another in the National Museum of which she is 
at present acting director. She has on hand studies of two 
important groups of Athenian vases, one of the 7th and the 
other of the 5th century B. C. ; to enable her to complete 
these studies would be a real contribution on the part of 
the Institute . 

The Museums of Greece are now in the process of rehabilita­
tion, largely with the help or E.C. A. money. It would add 
tremendously to the effectiveness of this program if these two 
scholars, the best qualified museum administrators in Greece, 
could as a part of their year's program visit a number of 
American museums to observe policy and methods. 

Both Mr. and Mrs . Karouzo speak fairly good Engl ish. 

Homer A. Thompson 

February 15, 1949 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

January 25, 1950 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Director, Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Dr. O~penheimer: 

May I assume tha t it is agreeable to you 
t hat I should sail on February ll+th next 
to resume my work in the exploration of 
the Agora at Athens? It would be my in­
tention to spend the spring and summer in 
Athens, returning to Princeton early in 
September. 

Yours sincerely, 

Homer A· Thompson 

HAT:W 
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The-Consul General o! Clreeo• 
'n\e Royal Oreek Con8Ulate 
lO Roaket.Uer Pl.ua 
New York, N• York 

Dear Sirs 

• 
January 29' 1949 

It would be moh llPJlNciated 1: •VC7 conaideration 1• giftll the 
applioat1bn ot Protesaor Homer A. Thompaon tor a visa to O~oe, Talid tt11 the 
J9&l" 1949. 

Prot•aor Tbamp90D 1• a permanent •nber ot the Faault7 ot the 
lnati t.ute tor Mivanoed Stud7 and DJ.rector or the •oafttions now bei nc oonduoted 
by the -.nan 8ohOol ot Cl.uaioal Studiu in the Agora at. Athena. In th• 
turt.herano' ot hi• duti• in this latter capacity Prot•aor Tbomp11on 1a plan­
n1q to Yiait oreeoe. Both b1a .,,,,.,. u an arobuolopat and hi• d-s> 
feeling tor ar.ce will, I am nre, oomNnd h1a to 7f1Sr courteous attentian. 

• 

Robert. Oppenheimer 
Director 

" 
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OOPW 

The Consul General of Greece 
The Royal Greek Consulate 

. ·, 30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Sir: 

I wish to recommend to you for a visa, valid for the 
calendar year ~; on his passport to Greece, Professor 
Homer A. Thompson, a prof~ssor in our Institute for 
Advanced Study, a d.1st1ng1,11shed arcba.eologist and a 
lifelong friend ot Greeoe. · · 

Professor Thompson is the Direotor of the lxoavations 
conducted by the J.merioan School ot Classical Studies 
in the Agora ot Athena. These excavations, as you know, 
have been oarried on sinoe 1931, only vith the interruption 
of the var, and Professor Thompson plans now to return to 
Greece to continue his duties with the School. 

With many thanks and assurances of my most oorlal regard.a. 

Ever sincerely yours 

B. D. Meritt 
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D~cember 16, 1949 

. ' 
Dear Pr ofessor Thompson : 

I t is a pleasure f or me to infor m you that at i ts meeting of 
November 15, 1949, t he Executive Committee of t he Board of Trustees of the 
Institute for Advanced Study adopted the follovling r esol -..ition': 

I 

I t was moved and carried t hat, operative as of July 1, 
1950, the m.iniimfl. total pension of pr esent full Insti­
tute professors should be t6000; that the obligation 
of the Inntitute if to pr ovide t he difference between 
this amount and the pension pr oYided through insur ance ; 
t hat the additional payments should be covered in the 
or dinary budget . 

Thus, nnder the terms of this r esol ution, the funds availabl e 
to you from t he TIAA pol icy which you now hol d will be E~pplemented by the 
Institute to bring the t otal t a. $6000. a year . The Trustees of t he Insti­
tute unders tand that in so~e cases a pr ofessor may aesire t o make , rovision 
f or the support of his 1·.rife i n the event of his death. In gener al , the 
InstittJ.te will allow each prof essor to exercise this opti on with r e6ard to 
its contribution t o hi s r etirement allowance, and in general accordance with 
th~ terms of options as establ ished by the TIAA. . 

Pr of essor Homer Ao Thompson 

~ours sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 
Director 

Copy: Miss Trinterud, Business Office 
Institute TIAA file - Director 's Office 

\ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRDICETON, N.EW JERSEY 

December 19, 19~9 

Dr. Robert Oppenheiner 
Director 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

Ferm1t me to acknowledge with 
gratitude your letter of 
December 16th regarding the 
recent action of the Board of 
Trustees in the matter of 
pensions for members of faculty. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ct. 74-
Homer A. Thompson 

HAT:W 
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AGORA l:XC AV ATIONS 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASS ICAL STUDI ES 

ATHENS . GR!:!:C I: 

HAT/al{ 

Dr • Robert Onpenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N . J . 
U . S . A. 

Dear Robert 

ay 5 , 1949 

Thanl{ you for keeping me advised 
of your deliberations regarding the policy of 
inv iting urofessors emerit • I wish merely 
to record my concur ence with the conclusions 
you have reached which seem to me sound, viz . 
that our general policy should be not to use 
our stipend funds in such cases but on the 
other hand not to exclude particularly des ra ble 
candi dates of this category. As for Professor 
Li nforth, ~horn I have known here in Athens. 
I should certainly be prepared to regard him 
as an excepti on and am delighted by the prospect 
of h.aving him among us next year. 

Yours sincerely , 

Homer A. Thompson 
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Alien tax Di•1•1on 
Rooa 400 

, 17 Eaat ·42nd St. 
I ew !ork, ~ • ! • 

Gentleaens 

J'anuary 8, 1948 

Thia 11 · to oertity that Prote1aor Bomer A. 
Thompson 11 a member ot tbe raeulty or t h• In1titute 
ror AdTanoed Study, havin1 joined our 1 t art in Septem-
ber, 1947. · 

. . 
Proteasor Thompson plans to make a trip to 

· Athena! Greece, l•••in1 La Guardia r1eld1 January 25, 1941, 
TWA rl 1bt •o. 902. II• will reblrn to tne United 8 tat•• 
some tlm• in the early tall ot 1948. 

Durinc his reaidence here, and •1noe ~oi~DI 
our s~tt, Prote11or Thomp1on earned th• tollowin1 taxable 
income paid to hb by the Institute tor A4nnced !tud11 

1947 - 11,,00.00 
1948 - t 1,2so.oo 

!ax withheld: t l,13.3.40 
Tax •1 thheld: 181. 90 

/ 

-
Estima ted 1noome rroa the Institute ror the year 19481 

Tax to be withheld1 

/ 

t15,ooo.oo 
2,266.80 

: 

Robert OppeQheiaer 
Director 
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~qmue~ D. Le1de&dort, ~sq . 
125 Park -.venue 
1'f"V York 17, Kew York 

J>8llr Mr. Le1dftsdorf'1 , 

Ootobet- h, 1911.7 

-
Protesaor H~aer Thompson l s eo1ng oveP to l ew Yodt 

on Mon'l r.ty and I nave a eked hla to os ll ln to see you to 

a rrange the d et , 1la .or t l'le mor,gage ~1oh hf! requP et s . 

I tn1nk lt 1a a !!Oot11nvedllent tor the Institute and 

I aa aure that :rou will enJ01 aaklng ProteseOJ". !homp1on • • 

aoquaint.anoe. 
I Youra a1noerely , 

Frank Ay-Ielotte 
• 

Oony to Profeaeor Thompaoa 
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\'j 
The Mf1nds• tra::i the exo~Tat1on, the vorkroomg and the oftl ce 

of the f" taf"f ;:- re no-..: P--Ccorn:ioG.s.ted i n hel:f-dozen old d 1 111ng 
houaes which sttlnd i n e group in the aouth central part or the 
excava tlona . Theoe quarter3 U-ve thu~ rar ~~oven co~v0ni~nt ~nd 
eaonoo1cal , but a radie~l c!:mn;e i s ncu neoeaca.ry . The bui ldings 
have suffered structu::-lly :~ ~I 0n0r,~c~L"1~~t o~ t:1e e~c2v~tions 
and frora the 1!1ev1 ta.b le l,l:'p e o .,.., 01 1t~_ ..,Q . .:.ml ntena.nce durinr; the : 
Or..;.eu;>e,~~1on; to rec """ ...... t1on · (.rn ·'l'oul .. b coct: • Z:te e old. 1Y~~:ct-
1nr: , ooreover , · .. 1. .... h the~:- m::t:l.:2 ::-oo::i3 , c.re : ui-te ! r.r.ueqll.2t e :for 
the eff&c :.i -;e C!.c;pl~ r c~ ~ eun . ~ecec .n<.:., ·:>,; ::- , __ ... on o: --;:leir 
1'llm.sy con~ t:-uct1on , t hey ar~ Ewb rcy2 11~.blP to .fire. :'he f'ina.l 
and oo:lt c or;en t P~c..z:.: ::it fe r ~ :iove i = ~1e r c~ ... lu ... -::1~ :--::-e"'ent 
excPvat ion houses _ artly overlie and eo ::;>revent t h e Gtudy of a.t 
least tvo 1.Ll~ortc:.nt public bt1lld1ngs. 

I t w~1 be r called t. t i n t he ' J G' s the zone of t he Exca.v, ­
t1on was e:Ltended to inolud.e sizeable area to the i.rect ot: the 
Areops.guo · 1th the intenti on cf er ecting a p 0

• mnent cm · U!l on 
the.t site. Det;pl te t he objections th.et have b en r ni ned , this 
at1ll ~pp ears to bg the mos t lo- 1cs.l. and, inee•d, a very s ood 
s l te for the perm~nent Agora Mus~um. The bui l ding eo pl P-ced would 
be well outc1de t he ancient Market Square yet within Fi cht and 
easy reach of the main area or the excavations so ~hat it would 
be exceedingly convenient 1n a pr aoti c&.l. v~y fo~ t he co:!J!>let1on of 
the necesss.ry f i eld work and, i n the f uture, would aesu~ the ex­
cevatJ..on s.nd the finds being regarded as a unit. The anc ient 
ground level in this e.rea l i es so low, raorPover, that the nev 
bu1 .. ding would i n no wise 0011pete with the ancient "Theeeum• and 
would interfere very 11 ttle td th t e rtevs or the S'Urroundlng hills . 
The s ite has c.nother grea t advantage i n tha t it l ies dlr~ctly on 
the ros.d joining Acropolis and "Theseum, 1 a route followed by vir­
tuslly all v1a1tcrs to Ath~ns . 

The roh!' eolC~1¢al PX:--lOr Pt!on Of the r ttP "2 ' b~~ i n 19}9 . 
e nd h as b een cont inued th?"ough the oea s ons o'f +94o , 1946 Pnd 19fi7. 
The area 1s no~ neen to lie a t the heed of n v E:.1.l ey bet ·een the 
Areope.gue , the PilY'X and the Hill ot: the Nw:l?he. The vaah frora the 
adjoining hill s lop e o hp_d fillel!. ~h~ v~tlley to o.n une;-:-eoted and 
unpredictable Qepth, the accui:Rtl~t~on attain~ '!'lti a ~a...'d.nuo depth of 
3!:i feet 1n the niclc.~~ o~ ::~~ ·: .:.Ue:r. 

~he reoov .1 of 't.us ·;c ,...t' n~o~ or · er..rth h ... ~ b e.::>n 
costly. I t t..7E.O a.bsolute:.;r ecaen~!.e.l , h oc 'ever , ".ilu.~ 
explored befo~e beinG o7e!'l ai C by· t:1e n e\r bll!. ~!' , 
out 1n the s ect1o"1 on "Excavati on, • the e _ l oration 
beP.n fruitful . 

Gl~J anc! 
t he' e.ree. be 
end., an >ointed 
rs 1n l~aelr 

By C11.d-cUOiler, i9Ii7, the excavi- tion h Pd r;one fa:- encur~h to 
reveal t he contours of bedr ock e n~ to shov that t he museuc could 
be set 1n t h1 c &.re~ t hout e uc1ng e. ces~1ve d~oFge t o ~ncient 
founda tions . 'l"he excavation i s beine purhed on 1n en s ututml cen­
paign this year a nd w1.1.1 be co~pleted 1n the spring ot 194.S eo 
that by the summer of i91~g, 1 t ie ent1c1pa.ted, the arche.eol ogioal. 
exploration end study will have been co~pleted and the s1te td.11 
be available f or con otruotlon. 
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Arch1 tectu:-cl 3tud1ea for t!1e wu~etz:l bu.1.lc!in i; h:.ve been ce...TT!sd 
on ol,,.1ng the p t tvo yeP.""<'J , the P..rc:~teot!'l , Mr. ·rLlie.m Aldrich 
an<! tt.r- . v. Stuart 1L.10:1pson, t.oting 1n consul.te.t1 n vith various 
mer:ibers cft the School and Aeor a stat'f's. 

In Auau t , 1947, Mr . St1 'f"'·cc son v1 1ted r.th ens , ct-.rrying 
·1th h.rn a prel1.tl1nar y t c~ plane nd oOt.lel of th~ building. 

After certain mod1f1c t1ons had b~ n mad~ 1n oon~•qu•nce o~ further 
d1eousr 1ons '1.th the Agor eta!'r and 1n th light or the ON co 
olete clearance ot the elte , the pl Pns inn model were ~re ented to 
a meeting o~ the Or ek Archaeol og1oal Council h eld at the A~ora on 
August l~th. Both the ~Cheme of the bui' ding and its e1te were 
unanimously approved by t he Council , vhich has the controll ing 
voice in the matter of building within an 1terehaeolotlcal e.rea . • 
The plans were subsequently shown to Mr. Biris or the City Pla~.nlng 
Board lilho has con~1etently Pdvooated a sit~ remote from the Agora 
"?ro;.>er; Mr. Birls could not bring hi,!!selr to B!'prove the pr eeent 
choice of 0 1te but agreed not to o~pose it. Mr. Dox1ades of the 
F1ne Arts Oom·isston rP.sdily rave ~is a':Y roval . Th~ offioie l ap­
prove.! of thA ~reek Goverrun~nt will not be fortheom1n ~ntil the 
final vork1n~ plens a.re ~re s6'ltaa , but the School ~...-P.a assured bT 
the Areha 30l0{"1ca1 Council of its whol e-hearted backing. 

On Ootober 7th, 19k7, th• ~lPna ~re c~n 1dered. by th Mu~aim 
CoI!l:littee of the Aoerican 3chool ~nd reco :iended t"c;r pprc,vnl o 
the Boe.rd of Trusteeu . 

The de~ign envisa es a ~~~ ding i6C feet (51. 50 ~etres ) s~uare 
s et around s. l~e central . (I !rt· B.i'. -l . A br' -c;.. vnen · ng· i n ~he ngrth 
o1C:.e uill 3::rve both e.~ vi .. _to - c;o,, '1e77!.ce =atranee, prov1dinc; 
convenl.ent c:tece.r to c..id fr t:.0 ~XOP.Vc: . :._c.:1 • On '".ll four c!.C.es 
the bu~.) .. dl..'l{; ·.;ill :-1ae on he level of ,: .. 1 col.l!"t ; 
~~e e~ot '-1~ fivilth :oc:..:- 1.L...l. i.:-:ve !1: s.f -~ t _on t'tLtJ. b,_r:enen"t 
s torey::: . 1'!1.e e:..st block, et close to the foo t or the . .:...reopa:;us, 
:r'~: f on: t he oc:.n oaan o:: ..L:.'1 Lu.:..:<!..!. • I t . :rll: c orl · e tJ .1.e 
public exhl~1t1on re.ller1es, space for the ~ore cowpact 4 1sp1Ry of 
large grouµa of ~terial that vUl o~ne.rily be acc.~ ·"'i=>le on:..,. 
to stu·entc , and , 1n thP bas ~nt storey, storaee ~p.oce foT P. very 
great aco .:ut of -..:otter.; c ef1y of clocurnEntc..ry Vtlue . The .. e s t ' 
41j_!'!C 1 ° dssi:ned to tMe the ~rble 1nsor1:-it1011A: the north ~·int;, 
such ot t he architectural and seu:ptun;l m r bleo ea are not show 
i n thEt t>ubl1c o-&.ller1Pe; a !len~ral overhwd of the eaves w111 pro­
vide dequate outdoor shelter for the larger I!larbles of the ss.J:le 
cat egories. In the basement of th8 south wing will be the techni­
cal. workrooms : rooms tor aerd1ng pottery. cleaning co1ns , ~kln~ 
models or bui l dings , process ing nhotogra~hs . flle up~er ~torey 
of t his wing wil l eonte1n the records room, a 9hotogra~h1e ~oom, 
ar rt1ng room, Ftudy r ooms for the exoavatore 2nd num1 emat 1ats e.nd 
a 11v1ng room - library for the use or the s t a t't'. 

I t 1~ nroposel to n:tE.ke the bu1 : d1ng of rei~roroed concrate, 
u ith an 8.xterior fe o1ng of Pe1rs.eus limestone for the main blook. 
The r oofs or all f9ur blocks are to be g~bled e nd covered ' ith 
hend-made t erracot ta t i les of a color thet wi ll harmon1~e with 
the adjacent hills. 
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T'n& dimensions o~ the bu1 ~d1ng have been err1ved at by av r1T 
close check o~ existing display. s torage a nd work space, with pro­
Tie1on ~or a light i~oreese in the first t wo CRtPgoriee to accommo­
date nuaterial rrom the e .:xoavst1ng still to be cone , ana vi.th allow­
ane~ for some decrea~e in the worr.pace whi ch ~~11 be less n~ ded as 
the 1!.rge-scale exc•Tat1ng dravs to a cl ose . 

It ma.y be thoua;ht that the soale of the plant envisaged i n theee 
pl n 19 exoee~1v~ or p s1~gle exePvation in GrePk lnnd • It 1 ~ to 
be reaembered , however, t hct th!! A ora area haa bP n lnhab1 tea' contin­
uouoly for ~o~e 5000 y~~rr o that 1n e.d~1t1on to th~ m~jor ntiqu1t1es 
such ,s acul!,)ture and inc:"-c:r1bed merblcs :from the pub:l c ro-ea., the. exca­
V E ... 1 on h~ yielded ::i VF ,..t me: sc of ::wtr-rie.1 fron "Jrive.te houses , fr<'D 
wells, cisterns and ~avea. It ia largely through the oh'" 0 r bulk and 
lon- Conti u1tJ Of thin Oa~~r~r: thr 4 t ho J~O~a ~7~QV~t1~"1~ ~~~ •nking 
their most d1s~1nct1ve contribut ion to c1~ ~no· · ed~e or Gr0~k h!. ~tory, 
art and r:R.;' of' 11'fe. 

Th e.:n"''::'c~.l tC l ~~ r-f ~·: j 1:...: • .. : a ... · ·o:i:ed. out _n t:-ie :-.,....:i ":.e"lt 
plans lmul.d appe~-: to be the nest er fec~ive and economoal ror the 
peculiar nPeds of t•ie Ar;ora.. In t._.P cc-:::;E..r.atl valy s:iall .,.ea devoted 
to the public galleries ~"'111 be ah~.rn outsta.niir~ ex.aople3 of va.r1rus 
oate...,ories, e .. c. nculptur~ , no .. tery , 1necr1!)t1on3 , ·.:1th '.:>r1e:f eyno::>t1.o 
ser1e8 to 1llus trate the dev~lo?ment of Greek ceram1cc . coins, etc. 
and pP,c1 1 e ~b1t1on ehc~-n~, ~~~ 11~t~1ce, ttl 0 t6c~.1.~ue of Gr~~k 
oul~tu~e. In th~ l ~ ~r~~ a 1gn to v~ll , c1st~r~ ~nd to~b groups, 

the 1necr1pt1onr , th~ c ~ptura1 a ~rohltectur~l narb1 al t e nat er1al 
will be displayed en eimnle shelving ·1th cttm.y t blse 1n ::imediate 
conjunct1011 , en arrAfl en=n t c. t ~ ~"' E lr:::.acly been tested i n the preeent 
temnorary que.rterg a nd round i deal for the conveni~nce ot both the ex-
c v~t1on staff end v1e1t1ng .chols.rP. '.rhe p~ttery preserved chiefly 
f or ite documantary velue, 1.e., es ~roviding th0 ev1e 0 nce for tre c!Gte 
of bu1ld1.ngs or of o+her objects 1n a~~oc1et1on :rith ~hieh i t hBa been 
found, v111 be stored in treys er rsnged RS 1n ~h~ stacks of a modern 
librery ·nth eeoh cont ainer e care1'ully recorded and. as readily Pcces­
r1bl~ !tB a book in a library. The technloal ~orkroome ldl l be vit~lly 
nee~ ed foT the yearg ~till r~quireA to complete the excavP.t1on an the 
publ 1eat1on. Thereafter, these facil ities will undoubtedly be or great 
Talue to the School in any fur ther work it may do in Athens, or ev~n 1n 
other ue.rts of Greece. 

In p1~nn1ng th" bu11~1ng, the example of' the Oorinth Museum has b~en 
oonr t p..ntly 1n mind. In Corinth the g neral oehe~e env1~~ged for . the 
Ai;or Mu -eum wac followed. EX?erience h ao shovn . however, th~t relat1Te­
ly too l ittle pace waa given to ntudy t1GtPr1al r nd to wor r ooms . In 
Corinth, 11X>reover, the bulk or the docunentary oaterial he.s b 0 en ~to~ed 
in old private houses or un-ubote.nt1el n~· · bulldln~s in t h e villsge; 
this arrangeoent has prov n awkwarcl in use a.11.d costly in oa.intens.nce. 
The re 11J.t h as been th::t i n 1 ,..-- • 1a.."1 t~n 'JA. "J "'..ft~r t"l~ coo"1l t=> t1on of 
the Corinth Mu~eun, j;h~ bulldln..) r aqn_r d enlar 0 ent. w1c..ii :JUC't now be 
carried out e.t cr~~te·,.. co~t "'nd ~\!ell c .._ri oc -c~l¥ ~ clllev t ... ~e ol"'_;s.n1o 
unity tlwt Ilir;ht ~ave bQen pJ.anned fro~ t c becinninc. 

!1he B.ocke!eller FounC.a.t:on bcrore ""tor:d •Jc::- II' had &.lloc ted tavard 
the cost or buil ding t:ie Agora 11'.1rte·m a cilll of ¢150 ,000 'tJhioh w .. uld at 
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the.t tine ha.vii! · been· at1Ple Tor tb"' e:-ect_on_ o. e.n 9.d'3quat e bulJ <U.ng. 
or t h i t'! e-:iount , ll. 6ti5. 06 ll"-a tlr a6:]' tJ~~r~ O-a·n and er;>ended. to 
assi ~t i n clesrlru:- the ~to .o~ ~h ~~~ co-~ o~ ~-~:le 1 
At hene ha r1 en b .. •en ~-o -, · t:Ar- t!. .. ~ : .e p::-e- ~ : y • 
Hence t \e <. c.:: 1tect• ... e"t_.,':"t f :- bu: ... -ne r:nC. ~,_._ in. F i::: · "u 
e.s deoc:-ibed cbove 1a .. ::;2:; .coo. I :t tl~ - ... ~:ri..nc~ o'f' ,13~ , 35!~ . 9?t- the.:t 
reme.:nc · rr~n t~e ?oundat:Qn1 c ori~~nal c..::oc~t-on h9 deC.U~~s2 , a sun 
of 1B6, 6~ . 06 ~~- yet to ~e round. 

0 .. * 

E::tCP.Tat1on 

I n the cou-rse or the f irs t twelT annual campaigns (193i -4-0 . 1946, 
1947) an ar~a or some twenty-ri ve acres been orkeo ov~T. Th$ 
eaet, eRt and oouth ~ ides of t he pr~no1pal squar e of the ancient c1t7 
have b~~n fixed and cleared, together - 1th the ?~-l1c build!~?~ ~h t 
cl osed t hee. The ncrth edge of tne square ~n1 the flankin" bu~ldings 
he.ve been shown to l i e north or the Ath~ns-Pe1raeuo ? 1l wey , •• , 
outs i de thP a.re nov av 1lable ror excavation . I t sc~ms ~rob bl~. 
however, tht-t onLy a very ns.rro~ P ~r1~ of th~ square ;r~?~r !iee cuts!de 
our zone. Prac -1ca 1.y the whole centr al area of the r uare he.s no. 
b~•n oYlened u :p nd 1n it have a_ .. pearec the tounde.tlone of e.. fifth 
ce~tury t myle , a concert hall and numer ous rnonum nt ba~ss . 

To the south of the squar a large are& her been clec r ed on the 
north. lop s of .... he e;. o· c.11o n Ariao~ -;.i.. . This h ol~lf!-d t:1e 
r el t icn hi~ b tue~n the Agor~ ~n~ thos 0 oth tvo fooi or ~ublle li~e 
1n th~ £.noient city; 1t ~ • moreov~r, led to ·he 1~oov~ry of e 
E1eus1nion , on e of the _ocy fa:::?~~s rsnctue.r~ec of _.ther.~ , ~nd of e 
Br on::e Af>" :: cc.::iete-ry Jrob bly use~ i:>y -:;he r::>ya.!. -emily that d· ·~l t a..t 
that tlrae on the Acro;>ol1.c . 

To the north ·ent of' th0 r . c.o .e!/ err le e..r~a ho? 
been explored o ~e10.e t~"l l~ . .''"!i ,,. ,. :>_ t:i.e c~u::-~e . . :n ~:- .::~ .• 1~_"0 e 
or th-C exp!.CrR.tlon l{c;, to lJ.,., • e::--: • _t ('::' • GI !'P,rn: ::1-;;!'1.t • [;0"!9!!. l u.::.nn. 
It t..F.rn tloo _:>ro~ed. !"€ ·!!r ~~ 1n ot.. r o:;,1£1.;,·:. , t:trm:_T.~ rue:~ :..::;: .. :'.: on the 
ancient road syrtP"l, yl"'lding an intereot_nr; fa!nily bur.1al plot of t:.e 
s ixth century B. D. ~nd lv:.nr 11G & !J~D!° i llu.'1 I19.-';1n~ • ~c~ure of ho • the 
R.l"f;1.eans in,. bronze, UErbl e P.nd clay liv ed E.nd. Workee_ E.roun<." th~ eO{;eS 
or the ae:.rket rl~ce . 

or the ::IE ny c.:ne1 nt build~ "E! ~1C'icover.:.a , pbr-~t cn°-tl-t!rd hav e 
t hue tar b•en completely e:r.p1or d , ~tud1~d -n~ ~ubl1ehed. crh.P. e 1~clude 
the tl.' P rlcl~ r. t cpl n of Herha1~to e enC. or >:r•F , th0 c i v i c bu11d1.ngs 
&long t he vest si de or t he square and t he tounta i n houee CE1 led the 
Ilepgydrf high on the north elope or the AeroAo 1 • ~ - more b~1ld1ngs. 
v1z., th Concert Hall , the L1br r y or Ps nta1noe Fna the Alt rot the 
'J.'welve Gods , hp_ve been explor ed end etud1ed a nd menuscr1pt~ for th@1.r 
publ icat ion are i n var1oue t ages of pre~arat1on. 
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Excavation -5-

• ii fro"!! the topogr~ ""'hict.l 2nd rch1teetura.l re::::·11t , t:1!" ot!ler 
"t i tlctt f!:' ... "·he <:xc va.t! ·"""l hav,, 1:1:~ .. very n~-::i~rc·:= . S-J;1e 6ooo :lErb1a 
1n or1n t on"' ~ nd 1000 ostr ... hav "'ravi ned ...... e~.l th o~ ne·· a.n detai.led 
info ~ t1on -: . :; 4 n1 n h t 1J + o::-y r~· t · ';,_ic l ~:fc. Tl'l~ cc!"' • n..._·""1=-.::r Jilct . 
short of 100,000. a co1lect1on l e •nc~~, · en thorouguy t~d1ed. 
to 1.Hl<·uri=- .: • o utio of t'lf:'ny ou rtan~ing robl~m 1n Gr .t num rnat1oo . 
The ac1.llpture 1ncl11de numb~r of f1.,.et-r a.te p i:ca ct t he; rut en1. 
fifth c 0 ntur1e B. O. , a ~09f ~er1PC of ~or~r-it :tu ~ied or the Ro:izn 
period, en many p t1ally worked Dleces of r;reat 1nt~r~et for the tech­
nique of ancient ac111.p ure . ~e pottery 1C' ov~r-·:'-clo1ng in b llk , r-nge 
and co~ t1nu1ty, _rov1"1ng ~o !t doee a comvlete s equence from the Nsol1-
th1~ :er~ -d into the 'ed1aev~1 . Since the great oajorlty o~ the vases 
hav~ been ~ound 1n closed de~oG1ts such as t ombs , wells and oiaterns , 
o~t~~ ~ c--bir~tton .1th xte~nal ev1~ence for dating, ~hie :a.a.t~rial 
1s anding gr tiy to the com9let ne s and pree1e1 on f our ~no led ot 
GreG cer"'?.. 1c • 

.... ri •:ry obj-=-otivP- of the un"Arta. !lB i a l "'-e., - y ,,p •ired fC'o ..... it 
m y 1 th the M.or Excavations li~ve p rov-tt:ed t;"l.t: beF't documented 

nd p+- e ~ 1 c . yet t>Vt: l - 11-13 of t- 0 - ·or~.:i ., .... c 0 ntr or on ot 
the f. t ~tty t~+~ Of rnrtPnt Gr~~e • 

In rne_ny r.: r?: ectq , :iovQv 0 r , th0 ~ o 1s "'nly half ~ on°. ~ -=-verfil 
1~0lftc( hut ,..UlY't;~"\ ial ~ -a!3- Of P:"l:rth .-·;o ~t!.11 °tO b3 :-~-0( 0~ . The 
larses t in ~reA. 1".: th0 :'"k."...Ce or·a !-;t0 7 '"!."!.:> !:To~;i o.· ;"l0.-7°:::-n ho'.'""e.: 
whi ch <.:>re nc·v u ... ~,..: a t 0-.- (l?'-.r;- ::nH·e1..., ~ ·' ·'9rk::-oomr.; . ':""..!c. .... e .... ~-~.::in 
e.lso t:~e no ~ '""tr00~ ... .o:t<>rv 16 "" ('." 0 v ... ~-1 o+-~..,,..- 11 b:-1d.ge-
hesd.s 11 is·:rt from t~ ~ ...,_...,., • --· .. ...r 

It rn ~t be p · -~~ iz~~, ~o-~c-c=, 
total rec ...... - :i,. y~t b 0 ., SY.p1•)!'£t1 tv 
bu 'l l n - } -t,.e "lC rm1' t ... 1 -::.,... l<'-s:t - u .r-0 ~ me... .,.."'.T._ ~xca-

VE.t l n .... ,~ 1' as yet b€~'"l. c-tir .... ied dc-.m only to the -round l'?v 1 of lc=.ts 
antiquity . Bet ... en tl11a lev~l rnC. bedroc..; lie"; r:. hrr-i ~~ c::ed st~t1-
f1ed a.ccm:ul.F.tic.n or one 'to s1x r et L"' ~dl!ah 0::.7 be read t h e reeorcl 
of ,.rrli~r (;F 'l: r.h· d•bri :;-0 ,. t ,... r ~ tl:~ P~r"'!ia.n ~r.~: tht" Ro:'1CL"'l 
a c~ of thens, t~~ t r ao s of e ~11 hou~ ~ , na of eenct~~1e~ . on 
th1 r ~it th riohe t hF.rT ot 1- fr cu ntl7 ~c be g~ther~~ fr~. th2 
eurreoe of beCroc 1t ~e1t , for it 1 only t he careful scrapi ng of 
bedrock th~t r~v~aln thP e ly ::r~v~r, mouths ot ells ~ nc oi terns, 
t he ce st1ng pit in whi ch th bronze statues wer• .... oured, t 1.e 1 ~ holes 
i n ~hie~ t~e oetra a ~~re discarded aft er bal lot1ng ~ y. I t 1 s the 
myriad scraps of' lnf ormation gathered from such gources a s these that 
add t eElh end blood t o the ry bone of t he touogrE-.phic"".l e.n &.rch1-
teetura.l f'r · me . Much of th0 ~~tP.rir·l ent i=idet~~a the r1~th c ntury, thuo 
11lu inPt.1ng thoe 0 early oh~pter~ of Atheni An hiFtory ~n which th lit­
er ry eourcee throw only an occRs1onal an fitful gle m. 

'l'heBe earli!CT 1 v~ls ~ut be exnlored. It 1s 1a~ortnnt th-t the 
work b e one nou without interruptio~, for the pro~0r ~efln1t1v f,ub-
11CPtion of lerg~ c.ategor1e s of' met,,.r1t>l nuoh ti~ the erchitecture , 
pot t ery nd oPtrS?.k c~nnot be prepared w""i.thout c ognizance or the eTi­
dence froa th d per ~tr~t • I t 1 ~ 1co exce•din~lr cec1rebi~ thFt 
this e~lorat1.onr ~hich o~l for h P. 111~ e t ck111 , houl~ be C""tt1 ed 
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EYc vation -6-

out by th~ pre sent er.ibert:1 or t he etaff who have -oer t'ected t heir digging 
t iachn qu~ . 

T~o School ~ und ~r t~~Dl ?n~ mrTPl obli e t ion to lgn~~ep~e the 
ere~ end hee elready bean cr1tl o1zea bec~u~A of thA unr ightly a? near­
a nce or th ?.rP 1=1 +n ite or"!""ent s emi- f'1n1rhed state . The lsnd i:!e~p1ng 
crn , on conomicnlly e.nc'i eft'Pct1vely only w en the final e~lorc­
t. i o i onop - t e • 

I t 1 e e~tt ntP ~~t ~rter the lo~~ of th0 Schoo11 n fln-n~ial 
y ePT' !9 7- L..g 1 tha xnlor~ti~n of 1;hi:> 'Orln ci""J~l arei:- cou J be cormleted 
1n !'1v~ ~r.r. l') n co;:;ip._r~ble ~ ·ce-.le ·lth th;;, e::\.son 0f J.91;.7 . I f: -t:he 
r~~ e> of -exe"l;-.n · q a.n tl tli.0 ... ,.. =-le of -u~gea .:..n· Gr0~ce r"~?'l'"" -T!F an now, the 
r ntmll: err>:nr'i 1 tu e o ti .,nC. of F"->llo ~a , ·":' r:-!) 1 , "'1.P.nct' j_nr'I' of:' eCt.+th 
nd ... i:-~.:.;it nan~e of :pl nt ;.; nl - - FJ _·::-n~\.J!'.)_t: ly 5L... , ~LJ , n~':i"'1.'; a. 

'totP..l of' l2'.)0 ! Ol\O for t11= con_ l ti~-. o · l ! ... Of!.:'a.r.l 0T ~zcs.ve.tion . 

Pub l!.oa.1;ion 

~or ~ll not r~ech final co&pl~ tion n~il 
ll(')l~ f1h0d f orn, both t o 

Hue of t1 !.le ork ~e .:::.l ree.uy been 
t u !.ies w:uoh havP -.p e.c;.reC.. .,...r1-
t thP con~lubion of t h e)c~vc-

1on t _f ~ sul t . ~t o au ""' rlT•1. ru"I account t aken or t he cri t ica.l. 
dlec11Psh,n from all i n .. ereateG. s chole.ra 1n &. s-r~es of vi lum~s hich 
deal ~~th the sev eral C?~egories of niscov~ry. The ov~r leed ~~ enQe 

Tolv ed in the Ul&nufacture of these books is eP.timet~d at g5,000.* 

.. A.rcl11 teoture 
Q.i:tr~ka. 

I cri?t1.ori~ 
Pott ~ry 

Soulptu.re 
r_ 1ne-­
Ll'.::1;: t3 
Coins 
Hircel _an~ous Finds 
A.'l;)hora H:;.ndlea 
Hl.atcry 011d 

,.. 0:>0 r-rc. p':1s 
Byzant~ne F.nd Turk­

~!'!h Digcorc:.,~co 

( one volume ~ 
(one vol ume , 

S,000 ) 
.u.,ooo ) 

( t~o volumeP , · : 12 , 000) 
( f iVP volume~ , 16 ,000) 

(on e 

l
(~~= 
~ 
one 

volw;ie ~ 
vol ume , 
VC"lune , 
TOlUl'lPf 1 

volune, 
"t"O.., une

1 

( one vc_· -:P1 

( (j;-e vo_.t,u:ie, 

. 6,oool 
6~000 
6~000 

~10,ooo j $5 ,000 
l:r; (;00 
~1 

·5, 000) 

Tho!T.)son eild Tr3v1os; 
Vend:::!."'pool , Y olt"'lg, 

Ra ubi t ~ che1c; 
MPr ltt; 
Weinb~. Youn , Telcott 

Van - Prpool , Edwards ( ? )j 
Oarpen t e-r; 
D. B. Tl'lo"1".:>aon; 
Howl R.iid ; 
~P.El.T' ':'h,("~ l")J"I; 
C. le~nber~, St anires; 
V . Gree~; 

7Le e-:::_:Jen,...e cf -,~·~n :.rnt~on . , 1;;""; c~'1..-; o be ren....:oned as ·)a.rt of the 
co t cf' pub taPticn . • Even t iouf$1 nuch h::!s alrell~..Y be-n a0 ... e , ~here 
reoa1n~ ouch to do and the rir:.al 9repe.re.t1 ons ;11.l not have bi:oen f"'IPQ.e 
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s fi 
{e.. 

uA~0t 11 ~~~c~ ~~ i9I 7-~9tig f r 
Hr. 
Cr~ 

Yo , tr • . ome~ A. !l'hom-.~n ~ t 
~ ret T"ncm ,.c ... , nnd il ("'. L cy "' lcott , • 1'-o 

or , and • r~vloeo n r. P 
01 their t1~~ tc the 

below the e.mounto the re ~::oern ough~ tc 
be1~~ hl~~ ~rou ·h 0 v0 n ~o _efr y t}c cc~t of l~v1n 
ccntinUAtion of the trork 1~ ~~il1t2' m.t-<!e o~'"iblP bo u e 
>.r;or f ellc· h~v0 -r1ve~e n~Pn er other ~~o c of 
~ ~~llir..z to devote to their ne~b ~ y ex~enr0 • 

SChC., 'l!"G '\'.tlO h.E'~·:o 
\:1 t:.0 t e:;;vec• 1n .. ; 

1r. h '=l 

ten~nce of thi s 1 1 on 't·ith Gre 0 cEt ·will requi"""" ~ne £Y-
' en 3~ .000 ur1ng h ~ext f 1ve y 0 rs, bQy~nd the ~rer nt 
reeouro o.. 11 chool , ir. c er to i'.eccru llr-h t he o ef1 n1 i;1 8 et~.y 
e.nd publ1oat1on of th~ Agor a PS o~t ~ ined abov~. 
s~eke El • s.nt of i17,ooo. oo fer the ""r~nar tier er 
the"'~ _ ublicat1on • At the ie.!:!e time t he School Yi!'hc n to r ccra it~ 
own con r1but1cn ~ end the ccn ... r1but1 cn of 1 tr plec ged rru··.;porter-- , in 
the ·:ioung or C59, ooo a yee.r f or e t l eatt tive ye r t:1 (a totE:.l or 

295 , 000. 00 ) which 1~ being used t oward the ~E e end ot co pl~ti 
~ole task of the exce.va t1on. 

the 
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?~~ f~raor :r.:" v li!'"'$0n and r7>0.f s "~ Uerit"'; a.re nov c0ntrE.11~ing 
~ 11. ~...,_ ... r n 1.-wort {e:rt}ep t excavatlJn) ~t t he I noti u '.:t 'fer AC:.~.ncsd 
Ctury ·.n Pri neeton, wher. - pla fe.-. -1: 1 t1eq for llbr.....r1 tu-t:y E..n - r-e­

P-a.rr..h re 2VC'..l l.:> bl~, <J"1d .f.a0 re t.."l::.rc. 1s no 07~rr~~--: cost for th 
-out~ne of earryin; on the ~nrk. 
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T elegram or Cable-

. 

ON UNI 
NL•Nlsht Letta f::: unless ks de-

erred characrer is in· .. • LC• Defcncd Cable 
d icao.d by a suitable 

NL T•Cablc Niaht Latu aym.bol above OT pre-
~Ill the address. -IOSEP H L. E GAN 

Ship~ PRlt&t DEN T ' 

WESTERN 
.. 

The filiD& CUDe ahown ID the data liAe on telecrams alld dq lettera 11 STANDARD TI.ME at POUlt of on&m- TlUle of receipt 11 STANDARD TWE at point of clelltilwioa 

PA 121 
.. 

P•UA221 11 =:= CNT NEWCA STLE ONT 20 1020A 1947 SEP 20 AM II 24 
SECRET ARY INSTIT UTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY=· 

PR I NCETON NJE R= 

=DELA YED BY IMM I GRA TI ON HOPE TO REACH PRi NCETON WEDNESDAY 
SEPT EMBER TWENT Y FOURTH= 

HOMER THOMPSON-. { 
f ELe.PH ONE No ..... :d.'j2'.~.e!..~ 
rE. LE PHON~ I) TO .•. :::7 ... 7.: ................ :. 
!'! Mc . · ~ (.s' ~ ·-······ ................. . 

. JV ~ · · ;-~ ···· ' ·.p.~' 
~ ''}tP 'S VY~(/(7 / ..... .. · 

. . "" i:I 1V ;R~ l .... ....... ... .... ~ .~?. ...... . 
; <.:/S.:;;· · · ·~ 

THE COM.PA..N'Y WILL APPRECJ.ATE BUOGESTI ONB FROM ITS PAT R ON ONCERNING ITS BERVIC~ 
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J'r(emorandum 
To ............ 11.r. .e ..... X ..... Ru..s..s.e.11 .............................................................................................. Date ............ ·.:·/::-.:_/:_._.. 7-·. ·········-····-·· 

From ... v. ...... : ..... .=-:~ ... e..'J. ............................................................................. Re .................................................................................... . 

111 be out t o t h Instit ute t oorr..,· r 1 /25/47 
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AMERIEAN SCHOOL OF CL.fi.SSICAL S1UDIES 

ATHENS, GR~CE 

EXTRACT from July 24th letter received from Professor Homer A. 

Thompson on July 29th. 

"I am planning to leave Athens on August 26th, sailing in the 

~ueen Elizabeth from Southampton on the 27th. We shall hope to make the move 

from Toronto to Princeton on September 10/llth. 

Yours sincerely, 

Homer A. ThoDrOson " 
(signature) 
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THE ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM OF ARCHA EOLOGY 

TORONTO 5 , CANADA 
CABLE ADORE.SS : 

ROMA.TORONTO 

AGENTS IN ENGLANDI 

THOMAS M EADOWSllCO., LTD. 

*90 MIU< ST1'EET. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR June 17, 194?. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
Institute for Advanced 5tudy, 

Princeton , N.J. 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte, 

1e were deli ghted to hear tha t you have found 
yourselves a comfortable hous e, as we are looking forward 
greatly to seei ng much of you in Princeton n ext year. We 
have heard of Dr. Oppenheimer's a~pointment, and look 
forward to meeting him. But before he talces over, perhaps 
you would be good enough to ·:rri te for my husband the usual 
letter which is requi red by United States immigration 
authorities. This would i n clude, I understand , the 
official statement of my husband 's appointment, his salary, 
his i ntentions of remaining in the United States, and any 
other relative matter. As he will have very little time 
when he returns from Greece, I am trying to gather the 
vast dossier necessary for his immigration before he 
returns, and would much appreciate your help and any 
advice you might give on this i mportant matter. 

With very best wishes to you and to your wife , 

Yours sincerely, 

~cn;;JJG:) & ;J,:,._~<Ytr-----.._, 
(Mrs. H. A. Thompson). 

DBT/MC 
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Prore,aor Hoeer A. !homp•Oft 
~epertmPnt o t A~t ant! Arohneologr 
Uni• r ~1t7 ot Toronto 
Tor"nt " . OP.net.~• 

Thank you ror your lettAr or Pee~m~er 30th \lf~ch 

hno arr1ved during Dr. Aydelotte'1 abseno~ on a holl~ay 

1n Florida . The Inotttut~ \fi l l be Yery r,laO to re1not fit• 

Y·~u r annu1 ty , contrnct, deduot1ng the oo::Jt of .34o9.1! tr09 

ym.lr i:\t:i.l ary nP:"'t ~~r-r, and I nm risk ing M1 as tUll er to 

t~k~ o~re or th11. I run al o n~an1ng on to Mi s s Miller 

. t he 1nrorm~t1~n abou' your hou11ng r•qulr~~Pnt~. 

Dr. Aydelotte return• troa norlda on January 31•' 

nnd he and llra. A,J<1elott~ are looking torvnrd to aeeing 

you anJ Mrs. Tboil;:>aon ln Pr1noeton 1011et1M either 1n 

February or Marah. 

Oop1 to X11a Miller 

Youra· e1noerely , 

Jan• a. 1'lah~ s!>n 
Beoret4J7 to Or. AJdelotte 
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UN IVERSITY OF TORONTO 

9E~FHMeN'r 0F AReM'.llfe&t::®'G'Y 

0.EPARTM~T OF ART ANIJ "RCHAEOLOGY 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte , 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton , N. J . , U. S . A. 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

December 30, 1946 . 

Thank you for your letter of December 
21st with the information about the annuity . The pro­
vision seems to me to be satisfactory and so too does 
the arrangement for reinstating my policy. It would be 
a very great convenience to me if you could arrange to 
have the cost of reinstating the contract (viz . v409 . 18) 
deducted from my salary of next year . 

I had long conversations with Professor 
Meritt in the course of the meetings of the Archaeologi­
cal Institute in Rochester last week . It bacomes 
increasingly clear that the arrangement is going to be 
very profitable in a scholarly way as well as exceedingly 
pleasant . 

Professor 1~eritt suggested that I give 
~iss Miller some indication of our housing needs so 
that she might have them in mind in case something 
turns up before our visit to Princeton . We have twi n 
daughters , aged 11 and a third daughter a ged 8 . At 
present we are in the very happy position of having a 
maid; she is willing to go down with us and we shall 
make a great effort to arrange this . If we could choose 
we would prefer to rent for two or three years in the 
hope that we mi ght then be able to build at a more 
reasonable cost . But this , of course, is wishful 
thinking . If absolutely necessary we could retain our 
Toronto house and Mrs . Thompson with the family could 
remain here for another year . But I very much hope that 
we can go down together and make the move in the late 
summer. My present plan is to leave for Athens late in 
May and spend the summer there . 
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I am also writing to Miss Norris , one 
of your Princeton real-estate agents recommended by 
Professor Meritt , to enlist her help in our search. 

We look forward to visiting you in 
February or March and shall let you know as soon as we 
can fix a date . 

With all good wishes for the New Year , 

Yours sincerely , 

H. A. Thompson . 

HAT/MMT 
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M1R9 Mar y Campbell, 
Sftorfl!ta ry to Prof Pa eor Thompson 
DPp~rtm~nt or Archa0 0 loc1 
Un1vPrs1ty of Toronto 
Toronto 5, C~na~& 

Pear Miss Campb r.1 : 

I have your lPtt er or Deoember 27th and ~~Aten 

Bu~let1n of the Inatt tute for Advanced ~tudy • . Aa you 

w111 eee from the Bul1Pt1n all the work at the Inet1tute 

1e on the poet-dootora te l~Y~l. It ProfPaaor Thompson 

1e also 1nterPetPd ln the YQrk of the Graduate School 

ot Pr1no~ton Un1Y~re1t7 , I woul~ sugg~Rt t hat you wrlt~ 

01rFc t ly to th~ DP.llfl or the Graduate School, Princeton 

Un1vPre1t7, Princeton, Rew Jere~1 1 tor a cony ot th~1r 

l atPet oatalog. 

Your& a1noerel7, 

Jane a. R1ahard aon 
8eoretary to Dr. A7delotte 

•I 
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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

December 2? , 1946 . 

The Secretary , 
The Institute for Advanced Study , 

Princeton , N . J . 

Dear Sir: 

Woula. JOU oe kind enough to 
send to .Professor domer Thompson the 
Graduate calendar for the year 19~6- 4? . 
I wrote en .November 12th to ask for the 
undergraduate one , but he would like to 
know the e;raa.uc:....te courses offered also . 

Yours very truly, 

beer ete.1-y . 
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Proreaaor Mom~r A. Thoape an 
Dep rtmenl: ot Arcnaeology 
Un t ~rro1 ty r !o!'Onto 
'tvr:mto, Oanada 

• De r Pr:-> rcas .;. Th"lmpaom 

I no., .:lAV E ~ef1n1 t a 1n:o,.-!1 .i t ,_..., n ~ bt".'ut f our ""'uJl ty 
n.n·'Y "nolo"• o~ "! or n l•itAr wn, eh ? rP~1TPd from trut 
·rc>~ o!'\ .... r tnsu~r. ,..,. tin<l Annul ty Al !!".:lo 1 !1 t t .n t ~l · aior:'l1ng . 
If y1m :~r? pJ"l!!'nred t,, m~t. • t.0.M o """r.'1"''1 t of ~409.lt 
t PY ·..1111 l"A1n- t , tfl :v ~ur Ot"1!1' l.n Ol)l'\tl"~l)t '11')1'1 th• !)J"O-
o~~<ls or t~ ~~ t oontr11 1t. 9l ,.1 a tn8 5-,C of' y o·1r n 1 ~l\ry ve 
f\t'P. :"r".) ·J~sl~g th"l t you sn ul~ ()jly 1tn'1 thP ~ ptit~ by the 
!l"~ttt' tr V'lui 11 ~7.'"0~id tl y u !tt ~e 65 ~tit!\~ annu1tJ 
nt S'1mf-'lthtnri o.,M" -5 ,000 . It 1o tmnooe1bl.e t n be quite 
de~!ni te a.boui th~ tot=· l on tlo"·rnnt ot tn~ dif "r"'noe 
~~t P •1'l l.'ll~."1 1} - n n:"', Ca.n~dlan our ,-q '!O'V' h 11t 1t ·r111 l)ll) 
S'' "!I ' "'1 ~ "' P 1!! th.11t n ~ight>tirho.:>d~ · 

Do jOU O'il'l~1.,,.!'! tM " T't"C'V1 a 1n 1a t ior11ot"")ry tlf\1 a~ 
~0· 1 "'r~·".'"'::t T• f.d t o m'tl'fJ th~ '~ Aiit O,.'\ , let\ tor"' It 1 t 
· ~1~~ b~ Any o~n~ent~nce to yi:>ll to·~1•~ th~ tn~•1tu1e 

IM.li"P 1t il!Fr.tt ~~1 ' t 1 arc~ deduo t it 1 . 1n~ t~11.m~nt 1 f'l-0111 
Y"'l'-'!' :;~. 1 .. ~ry r.P~t ye .... r, t~~i t oo··ld eas111 be ttU"'r - nt,ftd . 

"@ -:1 rft all f UA loo1':1ng· fnrw :4r d With thfl f!":"C'ata:Jt 
~r.tnuel ,..dl ~o your o mtn,.,. t t~P- In.,. t1 t ut. e neY.t YP:ll"" 
:iirv~ VMP. yotJ o~tt ~oWft t o t\ '! Ult a •let t 1n February or 
~ "'. !"Ch, I pror =a• \-:.!_ t l1 y '.Jr sipprov~ l to t:nk a • f'Ul°ll1o 

n.i..,ouncfta.:en t of ·101,r n.p'9o1ntc~nt. 

FAaJsr 
lne. l 

Oopy to K1aa 111.ller 

You rs 1lnoert.'tll' 1 

' 
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••••• 
TEACHERS INSURANCE & ANNUITY ASSOCIATION 

OF cAMERICA 

522 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Mr. Frank tydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeto~, lew Jersey 

Deer ·u-. ..A.ydelotte: 

December 19, 1946 

~. tlattocks has asked ree to reply to your letter of December 16 
regardine Professor Homer A. Thompson's ~eferred annuity contrect No.A14,120. 

Pre. ~um payments under the above co-tr~ct vere discontinued on 
A~gust 1, 1q~6. I t will be necessary th&t Pro~P~sor Thompson reinst te 
his contract before we would accept the paymer1t of Cl500 per year es you 
su 

0
e t . The cost of reinstating the contr~ct on July 1, 1947 on the basis 

of Professor Thompson's present premium of ~?3.34 would be $409.lS including 
t:.e J..ily 1 payment. 

I am shovd.ng in the tabulation below the bene:its that r.ould accrue 
under the above contract if payments of $1500 per yero.· er'3 commenced Jugust 1, 
1947. You will note that chis date is one month later than the cie.te shown in 
your letter, since we believe that deductions from sal£.ry would be made in 
July and the first payment would probably reach us on August 1. 

A 14,120 
·.onthly Annuity at ~e 65 

Regula+ Settl erren (loll/71) 

Pr~sent Premilll:I ~33.34 monthly buys $173.04 

8/J./J.:Z 
Additional Prem. 91.66 monthly buys 

$125.00 total $4H~ . 68 total 

I trust this eiv~s you the information you desire, but if you have 
any further questions do not hesitate to col:I!lUnicate with me. 

Yours truly • 

~71~ 
Cory,rin H. Barnum 

cnn :prim Ch; P~ ror.~ ii+er 

P. S. The a.·hove contract was issu~d on th= basi s of Lane i rn currency and 
t herefore must be chan.;.::a 1 over t o United States cu::-r::.ncy someti.'le ~rior to 
the resUYption of premium paymento and &n adjustment mane in accordance witn 
t he exchl:i!lge rate a t t h 0 time t ne currency is chunb0 u . 
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ProrePsor Itoir.Pr J.. Tho!l!pson 
D•r rtmFn t or Aroh eotogy 
Un1vPr ~: ~Y or Tor~n to 
Toron t o, 03nttda 

nP. r Pr of esor Tho~pnont 

I ~in 6fll11ented t o 1 •.V P your l~t t~r a.n"' "~ · t orv .... ro w1Ul 
r r " "' t '"'..., nus1aem to htlv1 " ' y?u on 0•1r ot i1 ! f 1\ t t he In et l tute , 
~ a ·.1r1 1 a l l t h~ m<'tt1tu"' re ~f t h P F~<"'l t • 

One .:>t tn~ fix· t th t, ,:. e yo11 oupht ~ "'I rf,, l e t o oor.a 1der 
Whf> rP yo'.J wi l l llv~ 1n Pr\n·o ptnn. By .t'\~ t 1mP ·: ~u come, we 
~:11ill h .. v,. noii,. In"\1tu t e aptt.rt!r.~nte , one or Which I h~ Y• no 
~1utt • CO\ll<1 C' t'~f"n t o y'1u tut 1t ~ ccur r. t o ntF t tl"i t you 
r.>is.y w- .n t a hou~w a,n'1 ma1 pr f !t>r t o bu1 r a t !· Pr t han to rent. 
It \f , U" ·1 , I ti"! r.lt , l:'~ 2. r "' "'i.!. t h1!'lr 1r you r.. r.,, ~·:-- r . Th.o:apson 
coH ' <1. '=- y a T1e1.t. to Prtr. &t·-,n ao'1ttt1rn ~ ,.or-l y 1 r: thP nev 
ye r t o ook OYPr t~~ p~ft ~1b111t ~a . 

I m, tr.l''l.mfh11e, t ' k l:"'g u~ 'l'1 th t .nt- Tl.AA th~ qu ! nt1 '>n 
or 7our annuity aontraot 1n order t~ f1n out Junt \that 
y1u on1J 1 d. ~xr~ot at ,. 1 e 65 trom the TI.U . I sh.all ·~1 t• 
to you rurtner aa •oon aa I hnva h 0 ard trom t nem . / 

M9an1'h11• I •tlOuld like to · rep~at tr\~ 1nv1t~ t1on •h1~ 
l '\Pn t you to e1'm• to Prlnoet")n na to B t -iy v1 t!'l u eome 
time ln the · spring 11t1en 1ot1 tlnd 1t oonYen1ent. 

With kindest regar1a , I .. .· 
\ . lours e1noerel.7, 

frnn•,. Ay~ el o tt-. 
I 

FAa J "r 

Oonr to Ml11 Killer 

• 
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tht.e t• to df'Utr ' \ h'Oruaor ~r 

At"llAltrGftlt. Tbo~n ot 9o"nto • ~tm ~o ~tP4 

• to a Pt:of•••OP&"'i~ la t~ Inett tut• t~ Ad• ott 

~t~~Y ftt Prtna~\~~ ' \b. ~ . l 1 ot ,,000 A ,-.~r. 

•~r·~ ~n ,, t t:,pp_o! ft~1t.tl' ·1-:t ~~1' fJ'O,;i .1u11 1, - . 

19~7 · ti. tnt~~ _"b) r.~1,a -rtl"bn~ .ttf · 1ft u. . 
' 

n!. t•« , , . ' t . J the • ,tn gr~. :-' lt :srp tto:1 n i 

•~1 9a-\.11"t.t-•l~• "t' loh ?UT' 191lt!t'i! , 1-lft f't1'l1~l• 

... ., bti · abltt \ft -.; ,011 .!a 1lt ht• cnruJ~¢ 1" troa 

~ t"OD to . "te Prt. ftfJ e-t ft. 

FAA~ &'n'DD 
Dt,..,eio• 

·, 
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Deoeoh@r lb, 1946 

·H. • M ttoekB, :-- .-q . 
TPa.Oh fl!>r !fl_,ur~n<> e tt..n ~ nnu1ty Af!&r.>,, l 11 t '"'" 
5~2 P'1 rtr '""nue 
tlf!Jti' Y:>?-1· 18 , H• ·,; York 

!>an.r ' fa t t oe.: B: 

xou \•1 ,_.,_ t P 1r.t PT&' • ~ , t - l-" r1~" tn~ t. ff~ ?'\: " . TPOf'nt1r 
t.np t nt • d t'rotr c r Ho"lwr -'. . '!'hompr:-1'1 "J't th~ n \rf rd t~" ! 
Tor('\nto re q, mPrnb~r ot thP lnPt~ tut El : ~cf' t.1 . Pror .. eaor 
Th'">m··· on te le me t~t h P nno p~ C3n a o ")r.tr1hut.or to the 
TI A f or m.,nr ~'Q "-r·c l'!n~ h11 s P. k!n,, t>f" pt:t1~-ur c cntrnct, 
no . \ 1n ,120. ~r'l" 'rt aor Thoa;>r:>n ' " ' £: 'b-)r n 3ep tP~~l" 7, 
1qo6. Ir pn)'lllf'nts 1'P P :resume-d Of\ hie llnnu1 t.y oontrae\ 
'lt thP r ., tf< ·01' r 1,500 a y .. r ua t rom Ju1y 1, l~. 1 7 , oo.n 
YOU t r 11 !:\ft tJt.-t hif! f\ft t"U ':'J \-i(\t l ld b~ at ace 65, t hat 18 
l n • rtP b,.r 1971 or .Tun~ c;7,2 I mr.l:e 1 t A. r •1le 1n 
ma~1nr nPw appotn~aPntq At th~ In~titu t~ to e~t ~•~l'7-
t!"ltrg cl"' . r ab'>ut n. men ' I! an •1j t:r e.t t h,, t1mr h •- 1s 
apoo r t~d e nd ehnuld 11k~ to ~now }uet vnPt Pr fPasor 
'11hosp~on \1outd l::i.- ent1 tlPO to expAot. 

Yourfi s1no,:;rely, 

Frank A7d ti>lott• 

FAI J or 

Oopy ta- M1ea Kill er 

• 
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UNIVERSITY OF TOFONTO 
Depa rtment of Archaeology 

Mr ~ r-'rank Ay1elotte 
D1r~ctor, The In rt1tute for Adv~nced Study 
Pr1nceto~, ~ev Jer•PY, U. S .A. 

Dear Mr. Aydelotte : 

December 13, 19~6 

I ~~ve 1ela~ e~ ansrer1~g y')ur lrtter of ~ec~~bPr 2nd 
unti sqch t1m 0 ~s I coul 1 vc a fin ~ l c,nvpr tion ~th our 
Pr0 side:'l t. I l~'\Ve ')ne tna t to1 y "n~ C7n no s r y t."l"lt I shall 
be free nn~ 9h~ , 1 bP very ~~P~Y to acce) t your of~Pr ~!a 
professo~shlp ln the In~t1tuts 1 the sp,ointmPnt to take effect 
as from July lat, 1947. 

1th re~~rd to th ll!lnuity let m e~la1n th~t I had 
contributed t1 t he TIAl unt11 t~is 3~ ~ion ·hs n the Ur i 7Pr s1ty 
of T0r~ to tr- .r~P~~el 1t1 ~nru1 ty accoun t ~ to thP ~o~inion 
Co7~rnme~t . In acc~r~~~~P ltL the unler·ta~dln bPtJeen the 
TIA~ and tne UnivPrq\ty of Toront0 , I arrRnEPd to h~7P my 
oont r .1.ct reglr~ed ~a "p1.1d up . 11 The numb Fr :>f ::ny contrRct is 
A lli,120. I ahoul"I th, nl: t hr.,t n,_ym nti::J or premium coul simply 
be r e~umed . 

I look for··ar.'! very e gerly to the splendid opp3rtun1 ty 
for uronuctivP ach~lcrnh1p opPned un by t h i s ~npointment a nd ·1th 
prent r1°-.sure t o the A-soc1at11n ·1 t L Y"U m1 t he other membErs 
of t he staff. I tru .t th" t it \Till ~.lso be 1"\ossible in tt°'.i c ··"-Y 
for Mrs . Tho~pson to r~sume her part1c1n~t ion in publl~h1ng tne 
resul t s of our excav~tinns in AthPns. 

Mr9. Thompson ~d I h'.1ne thAt •e mny avail oursel ea 
of :r'Jur 1nv1 t a t1nn to vial t Princeton in the spr i ng in order 
to l"'Y out our ''.1rk and to f i nd ~ place 1n which to l ay our heada . 

You.re ginc~rely, 
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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Atd~~ 
~-. &:::.. ~, -fi a~,,_,_£ ~, 
r?~,, Al'.;;, " U. ..r: ~. 
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~ ~· ,,,, ~ r:LJ J ~ tU,..,, &-....._ 

~~ ~ GL. l< ~ r ~.. ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~5:.cjf-~ ~ /~~ b~ 
~ 'j ~ ~e.vJ~ ~ a.LC'Vv1 

~ ~ ~ - , t&r<- CLJ ~ ~ 
~~ ~~6~" 
~......e.,: "'-- r.e.._ J~ . ..;.. end<.. z$ __.:..., ~ ~ 
~ ..u..x: ~ F-- ...(. r~ ~ ~~ ... ,. ~ .:,~ ~ ~o,£. 

Co ) To t'l\.lsS M, \le 
y f (\'\@ ..... ,'"tr 
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~ ' 1201 J 
SYMBOLS ' . Q.Ass OF SalVICI! 

--
This Is a full-rare DL•O.fl..cnu WESTERN 

Telqram or Cable-

UNI O·N • { Qo) 
NL-Nich1 Lener C unless Ila de-

characttt is i ..... LC• Odcrred Cable 
dicated by a 1Uitable 

NL T • Cablc Nfcht Lener 9Jlll)>ol above or pre-
c:ll:dlne the address. J OSEPH 1- EGAN 

" Ship lladiocn., 

' PRE.BI D ENT 

Tbe filiD& tuDe shown 111 the date line on telea:rams and day lettel'S Is STANDARD T IME at point or ori&ui. Time of reC1!1pt aa ST AND.ARD TIME at pouit of desdoatiou 

-
P 3 4 1 t: = 'J UY B 0 S T 0 t ~ f·.~ J\ SS JO 9 5 8 A 1946 NOV 30 ~ I 0 I 7 
FRA!·!f\ AYDE LOTTE l r!S TIT UTE FOR ADV.'\ 'C ED STUD Y== 

RE GR ET l ~!AS I LITY TO V I S IT YOU I !! DEC::"' ~ E R BUT · ~ P REP.A.RED 

·. 

TO ACCEP T POS I T I O ! AS PREV I OUS L Y O UT L l ~!ED= . ~ -···-··c)· .... 
Hn~ ·ER T HIJ'.' PSO \~ ; 9 D .. · 

I t..: ••41"' :.:. "'' · · ·~. {-;.~· ~ 
, ... _.., -;;: .... : - . . ~ / 

\~.L~~~- . v.r-1. ... . ............... .__/ 
i t'~• ;.1L0. '" "'·---~.P . 
• t-.-:\. ~,-z;.!. .. . '· .. : . . .. . . ................ : ........ . 

~ ... ·-·. -... 
_,, ... .,_.,,..,.,...,-

·, 'Ill : ··········· ············· r ~\ v _. ' ...... 

THE COMPANY Wll.L APPRECIATE BUOOESTIONB FROM ITS PATRO:\S CO:\CERXc;"G ITS SERVICE 
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TELEGRAM 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Received November 3~ 1946 

Regret inability to visit you in December but am 

prepared to accept position as previously outli ned . 

HOl(ER ll. THOl-iPSON 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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TELt.CrRA M 

Dr. Fr~· 'ydelotte 
Institute for Av~noed tudy 
Princet on , NP Jersey 

Received NJvember 30, 1946 

Reg:-et 1n~bl l1 ty to v1e1t J OU 1n DeoembPr but e.m 

preo~ red t o a ccept poa1 t ~on a s rev1ously outl i ned . 

HO~.:R & • THOMPS0 . 
Boston, M0 saaohu ae tts 
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Pr t•••o~ !Qtafr A. ~capeon 
Un •~r~t y ~t ToPOnto 
Toror1t o 0 a.'1& 

PAr ~rot~• or ~~~-on~n : ,,. 
I • 

• 

\ . 
Ooul~ '1011 u~~ ~: tt . 'l'no.poon oms ~ 1\ to Pr1noeton 

.'I t t•r ~en9e' ttOfJ• tlm~ ln h• neer f :J ture to di meue1 
~ .. 1 t h t:f\ ar/1 . tli is~~ "rti ~r our hm.:ltr, thP o?rr.1ne tn 
~:J.m r.ist~c Bta tltt:fl ~.t,nut \.."~io1t ~c o-oola1 1nt'o!'":"!1!.17 lf'h~ 
yn•i v N! '!'lft ~ f (')":" t r,.. T: 1 ot"J r. t rnr 1 c.1' •.:o 1" ., r 1 ~. ~ct 

r.I)"' - t i "l'A t t'l"" 4 ~ t · eo~l· 1n - re1"lf l"' r. -: t~ _ 1- 11 
<'.:ir:v- r. ' .: r,t t or ~ u . : .- . •« ~t...·1. ! -J~ t :'..r t.rut p ·-.. ,,r' •. 1ly 
~~'~°'' I I'"\' • t .'"' J•r·-r ,,..,_ .,. .. , , .,_~ t t••r> C:'!'t1 "'r r- t ~, ... .-.. . ..., t - JI ... C. .& Jo "''""'• \:, . <ill _. i.. \. .z' ~ _.. 'V l. ' t.,I . I 

, tf' t n tn 6th . 1 l ,.. vo·~- • u.d· t r. t • t .,, ... 1,. r~S! ·: tbtft 

.,.or ~r'" lll}\o - "'r t·" c "'.,.· · • t,... ·cu '"l •~ • ""• 1 
• "" "' 1.a - • .. ... • .. .. ,/ iJ - . ... • 4o • .! - J .. ( ... •1 J \.!., 

l~fc t yo ;.,. t o bf' O\.t.. .. 'l ·~0 r r ~>_,: .: Q'I t ri c.'.JL.r ,, ..... · t -¢nl l• 
)~ t ~·r,. Pt-e. 1 e l'..!r..t1'1 11l':e • ry llUOb for t ,.1 tJ1 0~ fOU 
to t "f.Vf t!!P Of-:~}rt t ' t: fl' !)t 1l,,11ylf18 t!-:r.: l"'"'J') Of tll C 
Inot1· 1 :i.. an •t1•0 1!J r.1 :'\ . ..,lt?! us our 01·,na t">~ tlH! tutl-tra 
' t . t nP rv··. Cl:... t ~· ou tU~' bt 1Jlt( l " ~~ tn ttM. 

I . o 

~IU Jar 

Copy t o Proreaaor Meritt 

Mrs. Ar4elo,te 

' 

l 

·-
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HOMER A. IBOMPSON 

:Education B.A., M.A. , ~Univ. of British Columbia; Ph.D. , 

Univ. of Michigan, 1929; fellow, American School of Classical Studies, 

Athens, 1929-33. 

Honors LL.D., Univ. of British Columbia, 1949. Fellow, Royal 

Society of Canada; corr . fellow, British Academy; member, American 

Philosophical Society 

L /-I . I) ))~ -----.zz.. 1 ~ s~ 7 

Career Instr., classics, Univ. of British Columbia, 1925- 27; 

asst. prof., classical archaeology, Univ. of Toronto, 1933-41, asso. 

prof., 1941-46, professor azxl head of department of art and fµ"Chaeology 

1946-47 . Asst. dir. and curator of classical collection, Royal Ontario 
field 

Museum, Toronto, 1933-47;/director~ Agora Excavations, American School 

of Classical Studies, Athens, since 1945. Served at lieutenant, Royal 

Canadian Naval Vol. Res ., 1942- 45; on loan to Royal Navy, 1943- 45; officer 

in charge of Naval Intelligence in Adriatic, 1943-45. 

Professor, Institute for Advanced Study, since 1947 . 
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Deo• bttr 2, 19'6 

Prot es1or Hoaer A. !hotlpaon 
U.1v~rr1t1 or foroato 
Tor..:>n t o, Oanada 

Dec.i· Prof e usor Th"'•r•gna 
' 

'lo·.- telear 'l.a &'> ve ae and sll <\ll• a flmbPr.s or th• Sobool 
Of ltumania\10 9tud1tl the great &•t 8a\1sf act1on. %' r1T~8 
•• rrn~ t p1eaimr~ to 1end 7ou herewtth ~ t ormal ~rr,r o~ a 
Pro!PASOrah1p lft the Sonool or ·-~st1a e t-....i•11 P8 a t the 
tnat :· ., t f~m July l , 1 47, w1 t~ ~~.lrt"J of ~15 1000 peP 
1~ar . Over ana ~bovtt tnla \he Inst1 tute w11 l f\'11 5J ot ~I' 
eal ry to thflP Te•lchors I J'l '.l .,.. :.noe A.nd Annul ty Asa"" 1. " t1 ()n on 
the O'Jntl1 t1on t .b:. t you non t ribute a 11k 11 11!f.ol; n t t o proYldtt a 
p • n11t1 1" t~r :! •J ., t O U,. r 0 ... r n1- l'\eP or 65. I ho ... , p • nry nftloh 
t hat you n~V P. alr eady be~n oontr1but1ng \o th~ TIA~ arVl that 
our c :>ntr 1 but 1n• w1 1 C" to e~:-,.1 J y,.,•1r oou"'ll1 't t ns t ott"J'& 
a peneion . I f b7 anr oh~nce you have no pro ~pects ot thl • 
kin~ , w~ hou l d ~nnt to ins et t~~t th~ n ntrtnu t ~ 1ns p~1d bJ 
1ou ~nct Ly ua vould be autflot ~nt \o provi de you ~1th a a!nl­
ai\191 'OP!'\ 1"'!"\ o f ! "- , 000. If' 1m1 •'fil l li- t fnt- ·-~ .,v \.•Ji. -i t rnur 
a1 tu tl ·m 1 1 , I oan t e· 1 you 1•e41a t ely \;tir~ t r.nual oontrt­
t>ut t or. 1''">rl111 l>e ftfHte8 ttl' r " t ft t)POT' ., tJ I\ f'F'"'S1 .... n Of t h fl UlllOUDt. 
It t he nPoPsa ,,.ry oontr1 t>ut1on fJ"o• t • Ina t1tut tt e~o•ec1.• -
I ay h• r 0 t:t' i t -:rttd to r ~1UOflt Y">ur lllll "'T-Y e l e tJ W~ 1n or., •r to 
provl ~ e an adequa te pena1on. OD th~ otn~r hc.nd , 1f ~ "111, 
a • I h"\nfJ , !'roduoe a p~n el 'lft t~ 1ou ' 65 ge.nPro alf 1ft 1txo••• 
Of ~~ , 000 , that V111 giTe UI th- gr~~, .. Bt AP t1 ~fnct1on. 

~ lo~k forw&rd 'o your pr~s~noe &C the Ins t i tute v1tb 
'h~ fp"'e"' t es t. PMtfmllla•• J hold ftt!'f flrtllJ' to the OOftTlO\lOD 
t hAt ·~ l'>u f"Plt her~ to et.rengthea our atrongP nt aub j eot• an4 
I hope t h n t ,.our OOll1ftS •111 make tfte In1tl tu'te not •r•17 a 
nAt ~ n~l but an 1nternnt1~nal oentel' tor BrPet arohaeolof:r. 

I ! ~t anr ti•• t hle apr! ~e 7ou an~ Mr~ . Thompson t1nd tt 
oon•~n1Pni to •1•1' PJ'tnoeton ln order '° look out tor hou11na 
aooom~o~~t1ona and to oon•uit Prot eaaor Meritt about J~ plaaa 
tor ·or t , I v1ab nr7 htt8 rtll7 to .lant• 7ou to c.orae a ' the 
e xpPn AP or th• In1t:ltatt and to at q vlth ua wn118 J'OU are bae. 

W.tth ~1nd1t e\ N gar1a , I aa 

Your s 11noerelJ' 1 

Frank ~elotte, D1reotor 

Gop7 to ti•• 11111 er 

f 
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Homer Armstrong Thompson was born at Devl i n, Ontario, 

on Sep t ember 7 , 1906 . He received the degree of B. A. from the 

University of Bri tish Columbia i n 1925 , his M.A. fr om tne same 

University in 1927, and hi s Ph. D. from tne University of Micni gan 

i n 1929 . Since 1929 he has been continuously associated 'i~h the 

work of the Amer i ca n School of Classical Studies at Athens . Hefore 

t.he excavations of tne Agora were begun t he newly establis.ned commission 

·rhich nandled. Mr. Rockereller 's grant of mone.Y selected T!lompson to 

be tne f irst Fellow, working w1tn Dr . Lesl ie Snear on t ne Excavation 

Star1·. ·i·nompson epen't 'tne summer of 1929 travelling in Europe, 

particularly i n I taly and ~reece , ana. devoted the suosequent year to 

excavation witn t ne veteran Greek arcnaeologist Mr . Konstantinos 

Kourounio t ea . Tne site explored was tne Hil l of tne Pnyx, tne 

meeting pl ace of the Athenian Assemoly, and tne r esults were published 

in Tnompson ' s first major academic paper, "Tne Pnyx in Athens ,• 

Hesperia , I (1932), pp . 90- 217. Work in t ne Agora was actually 

commenced in 1931 and from 'tnat time until now Tnompson has been eitner 

in charge 01 the Excavations or actin~ as deputy to Dr . Snear. Upon 

Dr . Shear 1 s death tne Managi ng Comm1t t. ee of t11e American School 

appointed him as successor to Dr . Snear , and t nis i s the pos1~1on he 

now 11010.s . The skill of Thompson's worK , t ne lucidi i,y and tne high 

scnolarly value of his pub licati ons have won him an interr..ational 

reputation as c l assicist ana. arcnaeologist. rte has made a maeter~ul 

s t udy of tne topograuhy of t ne heart; of ancient Athens, pu blisning, nia 

re sul t a in a mono ranh en ci tled "Bui ldings on t.ne l;es't Side or tne 

Agora ," Hesperia , VI (1937 ), pp. 1-226 . Tnis is now Lhe standard work 

upon tnis auoject, thougg , in a way , it nae been only preliminary to 
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the complete stua.y of tne general plan of tne ancient cl t,y . 'l'nompson 

nas alread.r solved many of tne proolem~ , thougn his final puollcation 

will prooaoly we.it until all excavations nave been completed. In 1933 

an arrangement was maa.e with toe University of Toronto whereoy Tnompson 

oecame Curator of the Classical Collections in tne Royal Ontario 

Mu seum and Assistant Professor of ulassical Arcnaeolog-J in the University 

out still con t1 nued to devo 1.e some montns each year to !ll S exploration 

in Greece . At aoout tne same time ne married one 01' tne Fellows of tne 

Agora, Miss Dorotny Burr , wno has taken an ac tive inter est not only in 

nis work in Gre ece out in tne ce.re of t n e Museum in Toronto wnere sne 

!las now succeeded him as t ne Keeper of t ne Classical Collections. 

Thompson's publications 1n Hesperia have oeen almos1. continuous, nis 

otner major works bei ng a trea tise enti~led "Two Centuries of tlel~enlstic 

Pottery,• Volume III (1934), pp . 309- 4.go ana. a r estudy of tne Pnyx 'trith 

Robert Scranton, Volume XII (1943), pp . 269- 383. A separate volume, 

Hesperia , Supplement IV, puolished in 1940, presen~ed a definitive 

study of t ne 0ouncil rlouse of ancient Athens. 

Tnompson has been sougnt oy l:iarvara. Uni ver s1 ty and the 

Hoston t-'!useum of Fine Arts as well as by Cambridge university , 

Englana. , out ne nae so far decided to remain at Toronto where nis work 

is congenial ana. l-Iu ere ne nae t .a.e freedom vO carry on nis original 

r esearct1es i n Atnenlan n1story and arcnaeology . he nae made nimself 

fami liar not only witn exploration in tne field ou't also Wi'tn tne 

nis vory of exploration . ~nis familiarity oringa into his range some 

study of t ne his 1..ory or art and links t ne work tna t ne normally does 

w11.n Professor Panorsky 1 s f1ela . liis cl assical arcnaeology , of course, 

is pre~minently allied 'to Professor Goldman ' s province, while hie 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



- 3 -

association wi t n t ne Excavations of Atnens br ings nl m into clos e 

contact on al most everJ front witn t n e work o f Professor l>eritt. 

Indeed, tne tnree member s of t .ne Facul t.Y of t ue School of rtumani st1c 

Studi es r ecommend mos~ warmly t ne ex "ending 01 an invitation to 

Professor Tnompson to come t o t ne Ina Litute as a colleague and new 

f acul"Y memoer . With so much of tne work that is being done in 

Atnena alreau~ centered at tne Insti tute tnrougn tne puoli cation 

01 tne journal Hesperia and t he otner act1v1 1.ies 01' t ne Puol ications 

Committee or tne American School and with Professor Mer1tt 1 s study 

of t ne newly discovered Greek inscriptions, tne pr esence of 

Pro fessor Tnompson would make tne Inat1 ~ute a unique center for 

classical archaeology and for t L1 e study of the new d iscoveries l'Tnicn 

nave oecome t n e r esponaio111ty or American acno l ars by virtue of tne 

Excavat ions at Atnens . 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 31: Thompson, Homer A., Professor and Emeritus 1946-1960 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Homer Armstrong Thompson was born at Devlin, Ontario, 

on September?, 1906. He received the degree of B. A. from the 

University of British Columbia in 1925, his M. A. from the same 

University in 192?, and his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan 

in 1929 . Since 1929 he has been continuously associated with the 

work of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. Before 

the excavations of the Agora were begun the newly established 

commission which handled Mr . Rockefeller's grant of money selected 

Thompson to be the first Fellow, working with Dr. Leslie Shear 

on the Excavation Staff . Thompson spent the summer of 1929 

travelling in Europe , particularly in Italy and Greece , and devoted 

the subsequent year to excavation with the veteran Greek archaeologist 

Mr. Konstantinos Kourouniotes . The site explored was the Hill of 

the Pnyx, the meeting place of the Athenian Assembly, and the 

results were published in Thompson's first major academic paper, 

11The Pnyx in Athens , 11 Hesperia , I (1932) , pp. 90-21?. Work in the 

Agora was actually commenced in 1931 and from that time until now 

Thompson Iul.s been either in charge of the Excavations or acting as 

deputy to Dr . Shear. Upon Dr . Shear's death the Managing Committee 

of the American School appointed him as successor to Dr. Shear, 

and this is the position he now holds . The skill of Thompson ' s 

work , the lucidity and the high scholarly value of his publications 

have won him an international reputation as classicist and archae­

ologist . He has made a masterful study of the topography of the 

heart of ancient Athens , publishing hie results in a monograph 

entitled "Buildings on the West Side of the Agora, 11 Hesperia, VI (193?), 

pp. 1-226 . This is now the standard work upon this subject , though, 
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in a way, it has been only preliminary to the complete study of 

the general plan of the ancient city. Thompson has already solved 

many of the problems, though his final publication will probably 

wait until all excavations have been completed. In 1933 an 

arrangement was made with the University of Toronto whereby 

Thompson became Curator of the Classical Collections in the Royal 

Ontario Museum and Assistant Frofessor of Classical Archaeology 

in the University but still continued to devote some months each 

year to his exploration in Greece. At about the same time he 

married one of the Fellows of the Agora, Miss Dorothy Burr, who 

nas taken an active interest not only in his work in Greece but 

in the care of the Museum in Toronto where she has now succeeded 

him as the Keeper of the Classical Collections. Thompson's 

publications in Hesperia have been almost continuous, his other 

major works being a treatise entitled "Two Centuries of Hellenistic 

Pottery, 11 Volume III (1934), pp. 309-480 and a restudy of the Pnyx 

with Robert Scranton, Volume XII (1943), pp. 269-383. A separate 

volume, Hesperia, Supplement IV, published in 1940, presented a 

definitive study of the Council House of ancient Athens. 

Thompson has been sought by Harvard University and the 

Boston Museum of Fine Arts as well as by Cambridge University, 

England, but he has so far decided to remain at Toronto where 

his work is congenial and where he has the freedom to carry on hie 

original researches in Atnenian history and archaeology. He has 

made himself familiar not only with exploration in the field but 

also wi~h the history of exploration. This familiarity brings 

into his range some study of the history of art and links .the work 

tnat he normally does with Professor Panofsk.y 1 s field. His classical 
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archaeology, of course, is pre~minently allied to Professor Goldman's 

province, wnile his association with the Excavations of Atnens 

brings him into close contact on almost every front with the work 

of Professor Meritt. Indeed, the three members of the Faculty of 

the School of Humanistic Studies recommend most warmly tne extending 

of an invitation to Professor Thompson to come to tne Institute as 

a colleague and new faculty member. With so much of the work that 

is being done in Athens already centered at the Institute through 

the publication of the journal Hesperia and the other activities 

of the Publications Committee of tne American School and with 

Professor Meritt•s study of the newly discovered Greek inscriptions, 

the presence of Professor Thompson would make the Institute a unique 

center for classical archaeology and for the stud~ of the new 

discoveries which have become the responsibility of American scholars 

by virtue of the Excavations q 1 hr, Me»a sen Sei?oo..-.e~....QipM"""l: 
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