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22 Septe.ber 18&1

Dear Dr. Plexnerl

Many to.nks for your le~ter of Septe.ber 20th. It

would sult Uarie and we ver, well ~oddriYe oYer eerly SUDdey

.orninl and 3pend the ~orn1ng with you, grovlded we could

have an early lunch iJnd au ',joula not IIwci 0 gettlng up

tro. the ~. and rWU1~g o.tf to tiwarUuore loae(,latel)' ..

te are free all tiS) u9 to tea time, but have to be back

tor a tea to our enter Ing Freshoan Class. We are both ~

ua lIOat eager to ~ee )-OU anc ~e and to hear If.,ll too 1n~er­

est1Dc newa h1ch you mention.

~8 all ap9reciatc your kino re~arka about b~'.

book. .eedless to s.y it baa caused great exclt..-ot 1D

tbe f~ly to ~~ve this first contrlbutioo ~ ntatory ae.

the light of day. Be left Tuesdby morD1Dg wl~h an eutoaobile

load of boob to beg1n teach1ng s t Tr1nlty. r ~h1DIt hi. ex-

parience lecturind to 8avanced student. at ~he UD1~ralty

ot lI1nDuote ttlls s~r was an exceUct apprentlceship

and will IIl8ke Ufe easler for tlla ttl1a w1nter.

~lth affectionate regards, 1n which MarIe Joins,

r ..
Yours a1Doerely,

Dr. Abr.~ Flezner. Dlrector
Io3titute for Adyanced ~tudy

Prlnceton, Ie. Jer••y
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DOCU't lOR llBlULJ.R lID'fIRG OJ' !HE TIlIJSTIES OJ' m~

IIISTI= lOR ADUllCEll STUDT

October 11, 1937

1. Heading of .tunts. of a.etincl, April 19, 1937
ExecutlTe Co.-dttee
.lnnual Vee tine. Members at the Corporation
Regalar MeetiD&. Board of !rusts.a

2. :!epori of Director

3. Report of 71nance Com.ittee

4. :Report of CoCJl1tt.e on 1N.11dings and Ground,

5. ....endlle:ni o! B7-La"'8

6. Hew bu.ine.8

(a) School of Mathematics
1. Stipends. 1938-1939

(b) School of leonomica and Politic.

(e) School of Humani.tic Studies

(d) Opportuntt7 tor member. to tntrodnc8
IJUCh ..iter. a8 in their Judpent ~
require consideration
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The Trustees of the Institute tor Advanced Stud7 are requested to take

DOtice that UDder aDd pursuant to the prortslons of the By-Laws a regular _eting

of the Board ot Trustees will be held on October il, 1937, at 12:45 o'clock, at

60 East 42nd Street, lew York Clty, tor the conduct ot such bt1alness as 11&7 con

batore said aeetiDg. There will be presented to the eeting for adoption uend­

-anta to Articles IV, V, and VI ot the By-Laws as follows, in order to provide tor

a reserTe fund from current income and for the creation of a Budget Committee:

(Pre.ent Fo,.,.)

Article IV
Sec. 4. The Chairman ••••• shall bave
authority to attix the aeel ot the Cor­
poration thereto eeneTer required and
direct its attestation by the Secretary,
or other person designated by- the Board
or the hecutive CoIIII1ttee tor that pur­
pose. The Cb.a1rUn shall be a ••••••••

See. 7. Tbe Treasurer shall. be, UD:ler
the supervision of the Co-.1ttee on Finance,
custodian of the .rw:na of the Corporation,
and shall deposit the JIlOneys thereof to
the credit of the CorporatiOD in banks or
trust coapa.n.1es designated by' the Finance
Co_ttee. He eha1l keep beoke •••••••••

Articl. V
Coaittees

See. 1. There shall be four standing
c~ttee.:

(a)
(b)
(c) A Coaaittee on tha Roll1.nation •••
(d) A Committee on Buildings ...•..••

(Propo.ed change. ere UIlderlined in red)

Article IV
See. 4. The Chairman ••••• shall bave
authority to affix the seal of the Cor­
poration thereto whenever required and
direct its attestation ~ the Secretary,
or other person designated by the Board
or the Executive Co_ittee tor that pur­
pose. In collabora.tion rlth the Director
he shall cgnn1der recPPlendatloQ8 for tho
badget ot the next acad,.,C year. The
ChairIIan shall be a ..•.•••..•......••

Sec. 7. The Treasurer sba1l be, UD:ler
the SUperrlSiOD of the C~ttee OD J"inanc:e,
custod1aD of the fUDis of the Corporation,
and shall deposit the -aneys thereat to
the credit of the Corporation in be..nks or
trust coapanies designated ~ the Finance
Committee. Froa the amount of income
avail.able during each academic ;year
_ per cent shall be deducted to be
held as reseue. Unexpended balances at
the end of the fiscal year shall be
returned to the trea • He shall.
keep kB .••.••••• ••••••.••.....•..

Article V
eo-1ttees

Sec. 1. '1'here shall be L1u.. starvUng
eo-ittees:

(e)
(b)
(c) • Budget Co.-1ttee! of three

..-bars in add1tion to the Cha1ru.n and
Director. lifo Foreseer Trustee shill
bed;apber.

A Co-.1ttee on the NominatioD •.•
W A Committea on Bu1ld1ngs ••••••••
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Sec. 4. The Budget Coma:1ttee shall
guba1t the bUdget of expeiiiItures
proposed for the next Beadenc lear
to the Board of 'l'rustees at the regular
.eating in April.

Sec.s5... The Coma1ttee on Nominations ••
asc. 6. The Comaittee on Buildings

Sec. 5. The Colmlittee on Buildings

Sec. 4. The Co.Dl:ll1ttes on Holl1Dationa •••

Article VI
Director

Sec. 1. ••.•• He shall have authority,
with the epproval. of the Board and/or of
the Executive Comaittee, to ma.ke appoint­
ents to the faculty for indefinite terms
or for l..1a1ted periods. He shall sulait,
DOt lAter than the stated aeating of the
Trustees in April, the budget or expendi­
tures proposed for the Dext acadeaic year.
In CBse ot a •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Article VI
Director

Sec. 1. •...• He shall have authority,
with the approval of the Board and/or of
the Executive Coma1ttee, to make appoint­
ments to the faculty for iDde.finite
tel'a8 or for liaited periods, It sbeJJ
be the duty of the Director to 8SGCrt.a1 n
fro. the Treasurer the yount Qf income
which Pill be oyeUAble during the next
BCadea1C ~ear and to receive from each
SChool 1~ roco;mopdat1oQa AS to its
needs and plans for the CPllinr year·
These recoamendatiopa shall be c90­
e.1dtm!d and aaeDded &S MY be deem
adrlsab1e bY the Pi rector and the
Cbainlan of the Board apd then sum' tted
to the Budget Co..

'
ttee with power to

amend. In case of a ••••••••••••••••••.

Dated Princeton, Hew Jersey, Septeaber 27, 1937
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Excerpts trOlll the Report ot the Director
October 11, 1937

• • • • • • • • •
The School of Eoonomics and Politics is now on the verge of

further developcent. During ita brief existence its three professors have

had opportunity to olear their minds and thoughts by oourerenoe and disoussion

with one another and with others outdde the Institute. I am bopeful therefore

that before long the taculty may be expanded sCllLewhat and that a few advanced

workers _111 came to the I~tltute to work in the School ot Econaaica and

Politics.

• • • • • • • .. *'

The members of the Board will be interested in learnitJ& the various

oountries and lnatitutiotLG frCID which workers or members have been attracted by

the Institute during its brief history, though the Institute has made no .frort

to attract popular attention. Among Acerican inatltutions, teachers and

advanced student, haYe oome to the ID8t1tute f'rca the followiB&: Brown, Bryn 1!a.wr,

California, California I118titute ot Teohnology, Chicago, C!no1.nnati, Col\8bia,

Cornell, Dllke, Harvard, H\D:lter. Illinois. Iowa, Jow Hopkins, Lehigh,

MAssachusetts Institute of Teohnology, Michigan, College or the Cit,y of New York,

Borth Carolina, Northwestern, Oberlin, Ohio State, Pittsburgh, Princeton, Purdue,

Smith, swarthmore, Texas, Tulane, Virginia, ashington, Wisoonsin, and Yale. Tie

have had adn.nced _orkera - almost all EBD of distinotion - fr(lll the following

foreign universities: Amsterdam, Berlin, BOnIl, lla.saryk University (Smo),

Brussels, Cambridge, CopeDhasen, Edinburgh, Frankf'urt, GattiDgen. Groningen,

Hamburg, Imperial UniYersity of Japan, Jauy, Louvain, Lwfhrr (Pol.a.nd), Jl.adrld,lIarburg,

1Il:unieh, Oslo, Oxford, National Taing Hua (Peiping), National Univeraity of' Peking,

Prague, Rome, Strasbour&, Toronto, Turin, and Vienna. In addition. five non-

resident scholars are this yeAr c08peratlng with Professor Meritt iD his work

on the exoavation of the Athenian Agora. They represent Col~ia, Harvard,

IndiaDA, and two ot them the staff actually engaged. in the work at Athena.
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I .. sure that it is no exaggeration to say that no Amerlca.n lutltutlon with

au enrollment of between fifty and sixty membera hae anything like suoh ..

proportion ot soholars and soientists tram. It13titutlona ot loarnlng in this

oountry and frOCl institutions ot learning in foreign. countries. The number of

those who are recent doctors ot ph11oao~ 1, nebll~lble and should oontinue to

be IUch beOBW!l8 it ls uaually Dot easy to gauge the capaoity of .. young man to

pursue independent work until he haa demonstrated hi. ability artor leaving the

institution ~8re he received hi. doctorfa degree, tbough this 1. of course

liable to exoeptions and DO rl,ld formula should be pursued.. . '" . . . . . .
I have rortunatel)' gratlf'y1ng D8WI to break to tho Board on a

subjeot whioh baa naturally been in my mind eYer aince the Institute was projected

seven years ago. 'We have had thUII tar no building. The mathematioians have

been generously aooacmodated in Fino Hall. The humani.t& have been p8rtly

aooot:r:1Odated in JlcCorm1ok Hall and partly at 69 Alexander Street and. pertly in

their own hcaes. The econCllll1sts and publioi Te worked either a.t home or at

69 Alexa.mer street. The ottices or the Institute have been located in rented

rooms at 20 Na.asau Street. Though oonsiderable property has been obtained,

inoludiD« the Olden Fum, I W&S a.verae to ta.k1ng atry step until it became

perfectly clear to ., what the varyiD« needs of the three faoulties or sohools

would reqrlre. I have had the feoling during recent montha that we had DOW

reaohed the point where a first building, aooammodat1n& the present aotivities

of the Institute, while still maintaining olose ooeperation with Prinoeton

University, should be ereoted.. wst summer I visited Mr. Bamberger alld IIrs. Fuld

at Murray Bay, and I was deeply moved and gratif1.ed when they lutormed me that

they wished to furnlsh the Institute with t\md. necessary to erect our first

building without d.ra.w1ng upon the capital fund., on the inc<ae of wbioh the
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lnatltute lives. The Founders of the Institute are eager that we should

proceed with this project. I propose to ask eaoh of our three ~oup. tor a

definite atatement as to what aoecanodatloua and facilities they require now

a.nd. lIhat would be .. fair -.rgln that would probably cover naads that oa.n be

antioipated f'or some yeare to oCIlla. When these faota bave been aasembled and

harmonized, they oan be put into the hands of .. oc..petent architect or oc:..petent

arohiteots with instructions to design a .apIe, subatantial, __00 convenient

building, r.hleh will be ..ttraotive in appearanoe and yet involve no extrave.ganoe

in oonstruotiOD or equipnent. I am convinced ..rter an experienoe of twenty

years at the General Eduoation Boord, during 1Ilhioh aoadndc bul1d1n~. of e....ery

variety were financed by the Board, that, when the steps 1Ihich I have m.8ntioned

have been ta.1cen, it rill not be neceuary to distraot the professors during the

aotual prooess ot oonstruotion. lothing indeed could be aore unfortunate than

that the work of any :m.snber or the raoulty should be seriously interrupted

during the buildi~ prooe•••

It 18 'O::f hope - and in this hope I am .ure that the members or the

Board will agree - that this btl11d1.ng .hould be naaed Fuld Hall, so as to

oODlllemorate both Kre. Md and her late b\l8band, Ilr. Felu Fuld, &ond in this

sugge.tion I may add that Mr. Bamberger concure. The Board wl11, I hope,

authorize me to upre•• to the Founders their gratitude ror this ertdenoe that

they regard the Institute as penlAn.nt and .atisfaotory and well entitled now

to pos •••• a home ot it. own. I have already mentioned this po•• ibility to

President Dodds, and he agrees with me 1n th1Dlc.1ng that it will in:Yolv8 no laok

ot o08peration betw••n the two institutions, eacb ot whioh 'rill oontinue to

perfor.m the function tor whioh it i. best adapted, and both at which will

oontinue to b. autually helpful in every possible direotion.

oF • • • • " • ..
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The same is true ot the School ot EcollClll1oa and Polities. We are

suffioiently clear now as to our purpose and u: to the needs ot the oountry

to make a fOMnlrd move in this subjeot. It 1s infinitely more important to

perfect auoh 10000le aa ,.0 haTe than it 18 to expand. 1n a new direotion. 'IIr
caD

~~t••xi\.s ~ prosent year/be deTOted to ascer In1ng whether proper

per.OM tor addition to the faoulty in queation caD be obtained.

• • • • • • • • •
When we have aoooaplbhed the tasks whioh I have described, there

will stnl ot cours. be other subjects suoh &.8 history, literature, languages,

and all the natural solences. which the Institute does not now touch, but

whioh may be baalcally pursued when clrou..t&nces tavor, proTlded they retain

their tundamental 1J:lportance, 1Ibloh mayor may not be the ca... It is, however,

not essential that we should ever undertake to deal with th«m all on the soale

on whicb we are dealing with, let ue say, JIUlthematics. Moreover, oertain

flelds 11e permartetltly outslde of our endeavors. We need never concern our-

.elves with professlonal education, f'or that is adeqlllLtely handled by existing

univerait1e8, and there are other .ubjects which 11kew1ae can be safely lett

to oolleges and universlties. Our concern must be wlth basic subjects, limited

.trlctly, 80lely, and permanently to them. and our faoulty must be restrlcted

to the leaders In these basic £1elds. It such leaders do not exist or cannot

be obtal~, nO appolnbD.onts .hould be ..de untl1 .uch leader. emerge. The

I11Btltute Will therelore always be .mall a. compared with a UD1Tersity, even

when it. range of subject. and schools 1. enlarged. It should not admit &s

a worker or member a~one who doe. not glvo promise of profit by It. opportuni-

ties, and no school should at ~ t1me be large enout.h to hlUll.per the 1ndh1.dtal

iDVestlgat10na. researches, and speculations of Its prot.saora.

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1935-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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Dear Aydelotte:
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October 8, 1937
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In looking anI" the report with a new to sending you

the itel:Ul upon 'Which I thl11k: a oandid expression of opinion trom

you would be enllghten1us: to the Board and very' r;rat1fy1ng to

lIr. Bamberger, I tind that there are several points on which you

are better qualified to apeak than anyone els8 who will be present:

(1) the development in eoonomics and politios, (2) the range of

institutions 1n this oO\mtry and Europe fram which we haTe had

workers, (3) the building, and. (4) the other subjeots tr<n whioh

future aotivities may be selected fran time to time, without,

however, e.rr:f haste. 01' (Jour.e, I want you to apeak with absolute

candor. but there is really no one who can dboua:s these partioular

problems more oompetently than you.

Ever sinoerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarta.ore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF/UCE
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5 October 1937

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I have your letter or October 4th and am very
sorry indeed to hear that Anne has not t-proved as tast as you
had ex~ected. I saw Veblen at the meet ot a co Ittee or
the Pb11050pblcal 8ocle~y Jesterday, ~Q be gave ae the same
news. I wo~e the doctors at the ~resbyterian dospitel 111
speedLly get at the root or the m&tter and ~ut ner on ~er reet
again.

It will su.1t _e 'ute as well to postvone our
talk until next week.

Pleas. gIve Anne war~est good wishes trom us
both.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham 10 lexner. Llrector
The InstItute tor "dvanced btudy
Princeton, Bew Jersey
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ZO NASSA U STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JER.SEY

October 4, 1937

Dear qdelotte:

I went to lew York hidaT night in expectation of

bri.ngl.nc .Anne to Princeton 7eaterda:r. SuD.cb.7 IlOrning. Inlte.d.,

I fcnmd. that Ibe bad Dot pined c:rou.nd. 10 I took her up to

tbe Prelbyterlan KOlpi tal where abe can Cet the kiDd of aed.1-

cal eare that abe rall7 new. I .. not worried. for I am

lure ahe il Dot lertouI17 ill but. of course. I am di.tnrbed

about 1t. So instead of coin« to Swarthmore to a•• you either

in the course of the week: or at the end of the week. I shall

baye to go to 1'.. York. to aee her for I do not b.U..... that

ahe will be able to co•• her. tor a w.ek. or ten 4&7a. W.

ahall th.refor. ha.... to postpone our talk until alter the Board

."UD« 1II0nW. I aa 'Yery 10r17. I really bay. been tied up

between h.re and I'n York ever lince I left Canada.

Beaeaber us to Mrl. A1delotte. and belle...e me

.1l.~1 a1ncer.ly.

(2..t-,
Prel1d.. t :Frank "-7delotte
S.ar~. Colleee
Swartb8:)re, Pena.s71...wa

AJ':1IllG
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4 Octobpr 19 7

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Ma thanks tor )our letter. I u. aell~nted

that Anne 1s better and ho~e she caee dOto to ~r1nceton com­

fortably yesterday. ihis Is, as I rote you, rtitner & ousy

week for .e. It Is, ho.ev~r, Just P055101e t~~t I shall have

to go to Hew York thursday, and 1t I do, I could stop at Pr1nceton

on my way, a ut ten o'clock in the earning, It tbat happened

to be convenient for you ..

Tue ded1cat10n or tue En ard rt1n "1.>10g1c81

LaboraL~ry on aturds was a most dellgnttul altair, 4uite 10-

formal but very sincere and interest • Dr. Martin as there

himself and said a te. words, ~nQ I tnlnk everyootiy got adcitlonal

pleasure o~t of his satl::ifactlon 1n it.

With kindest reg&rds, I am

ours sincerely,

Dr. AbrahaB Flexner, Director
The Inst1tute tor Advanced Study
Princeton,.e Jersey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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Dear ~elotte:
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September SO, 1937
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I talked to AnDe on the telephone last n1pt and

the doctor thinks that ehe 08J1 cotlle to Princeton scae t1me SUDClay,

though she Will have to be quiet tor a fq days arter she gets

here. I am planning, therefore. to go to New York Friday evoning I

to ••• llr. Bamberger Saturday morning and bring .Anne down here the

following da)-.

It may be that I can ,at OTer to Swarthoore tor a day

between Ootober 4 aDd October 11, but at the moment I oannot say.

ile are beg1nn1ng work on the bt, whioh praotl00.11y means the

tollowing 1Ionda.y. Juat what will turn up that week I do not myaelt

know.

11th all ~od wishes,

Ever aiuoerely,

President Frank A¥delotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF/JICE

c ).
I
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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fear n3dolotte:

10 SASSAU STk£ET

~~. ",U'II"""" "'''CUlllJI' "'W JUJ...·

September 2~, 1937
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I ve ./0 ~a of t: 0 27th, and "'" 1 U".fl. t. w 0 a -:-06 on the

&e ral rri:lOlplea:. The point you 1llhke as to the .J:!8 to e ma'1e of' the reserve

\'IUS also cn.de by P roy .:>tn.ua. I am enclosing a oOF.! of tne letter .;hich I

wrotq h~ in reply.

You knoll' ~ol1e e f c Il"les. The:, will spend a.n:;thin th,) oa.n lay

hand. on, nd probably for the most part to ood P i'0,8, ut, on the 0" :"

h ~I!ad ot an lnst!t tlo.l1 h:a to look to thp E t:.u'8. u.nd e 1:. ...~ the

11ste t t ura, nd h that in J:l.iIJ! Jw s to r, e"o so:nett.l tor a r iny a.y

even thou a fiD8 1mmed~&te u=e oould be found for it.

I am eorry to say ttl om in doubt about the ooming wee'--ond..

ne has picked up a ali ht 10£00 ion and has ~een in cd elnce last SatuT aJ.

It is not serious ut roquires r to keep ab~olu~olJ q let. In add:tlor,

.-ra • .F\:.ld hac be n .. little under the weB or is mder obs l"V'Q.tlon in a

1:ew Yor h08p,1 1, o h she a.Dd er-cr do no~ sh orct.!".lng .aid of it.

to probablliti~8 ar therefo1"c. tt. t r ...ill VB to 0 til ew Yor·· r riday

evening to spend Sat da.. nd unday ·itt; _~D.h8 and amber~er. It ma •
that lOAn see "ou SClnG day durlug the oamns waek. llmt'lfill depend upon

dev lopaents her •
beto!" or after the

If the wor"'e oomes t.o or t we o..n
lJoard _ectin:".

~r to ~ va a ohat

l.<... 1'.
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I Iaft ),our. ot _ 21th &IlIl I hope ft'7 __, )'OIl ..... 0ca1D&

to _ -t1llc aDI tho, 700 will 1'&1.. &I\)' objootioll.l to tho propo.e<! ~law

that ... to you to be 11'1... I do not:. howeTer, ••• how the proPOled by-law

N.trlote the tr• .c!aa ot tom Board. It ••b ..ld. & Ita ot IIOM7 .1 .. re••nw

t\mll, bu.t it 4oe. DOt add. t:h1I re.U"'ft to.." TIlt, whlob oannot be tou0ha4.

OIl the oontl'&r7, 1t I_Tel 1t 11l '\&Oil a tora that it oan be dn.1rD on tor

_rc.""lo.. _ OAIft.otap ot pot""c thi. prvrl.oioo 10 _ brla... io _,

it 'beo.... &utc.atl0 ud. nsular proce4U1"'e, b\lt 0Ul, ot ooun., be 1u.peDd.e4

1IhelUJftr OO1Ill1tlona -arrant.

At the ponet .~Jlt ~.t "'17 .olbe- aDd. ullb.nl~ 1.D the

United State. i. p1oohe<! bo..... thO)' baft prorlde<! 00 .UGh r...rw. %he

""..ptioo io \:Ilo lI_t.ll.r 1D.ttitot., ...hiob lao cooo 00 ito -7 .1000 1929

p....h.l)' .. it did bofore 1929, withoot 0000 op_l1l1J to Ilr. Rooket.ll.r tar

helpe Thay han bHn •.,.ble4 to purlUil their W1~1 GOun., ...-n axp""".

dur1llc _ )'oor. ot d.p....o1oo 1'7 odd1llc a ..... bldl.d1Dc &IlIl o.rtolo .oiootin.

ootiwiti... bo..... _ bOT. bod .-t rr- tbo ft'7 boJ1l101l1J a brla... 11101

the 0118 I _ propoa1D&, aDd u .. Nault they had. aca. toN rel.m nouch to

prote.t th. ap1aat the OOUlqUilDOM ot d..prea.iou and ..... to Isble th_ to

upend. p...oh.l)' .. tIa1 _014 boft upended bod oooditi__ooonal.

I III t olao iaotooo. TaDI.rbllt Uniwroi\7, 1IlIo... tbrooch hi.

10llJ ooroor ot tort;)'-odd )'WOre Cboooollar IirltlOJId Oft'7 )'oar ••t ..id. a
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• Per.,. S. StraU8 - 2 - Septaoher 29. 198T

oun.lcJt the uftDtace. ot h1I polley. 'Ibn the d..prell101l ...... bad a

tuD4 1ddoh ••bled Ida to oontinlle witbOQt ",.trloti.. tor a n••r 01 7.......

by-I.... ot the VOI1lIorbllt UDl:....it» oontu_ eOM 1\lOh prorlo1on el I ..

• ugc••tlDl. ne .... 11 true at S1rartl:aore Colle...

With aU 1004 wilboe ODd ooncrotulationa on tho noont Mn'iale

01 70\lr .on"

1Ir. Pe_ S. StrollO
181 lIoot Mth St....t
.... York Cit»

u/KcB
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27 September 19 7

Dear Dr. Flexners

~ou 88:: aunt on e or t e .eeting on Oc to er

11th. I th1nk the idea f a BUdget Co ittee a e:r.tr"",ely

wise one. As the exvendl~Ll1"es of the Institute increase

vol~e, the complexlt) and ~akU 01 t e b~cge~ 15 ~olng to

be 11 !!:o!"e and E.O C C P leu. t d

prolonged consideration.

tter re ~lring carer

r also ~rove of l .e reserve, al~aoll~h there

are t 1 es when, in III oj.o 10., t 1s not au is ble to ace ~la te

a reserve. The inco!lle fro :sec :L;.°ltles fluclJ.ates . .:me. ,Jo~.n,

and t e work ot an institut.ion can De kept. on £1 ore even keep

if reserve runus are acc~~atec curing n ~erloc or frosperlt

en spent d ing perLod~ or depressIon. I <lare sQ..,f au have

t~~s in mind, b~t am not qUit clear ~hetber it is pro'ided

for by the war ot the resolu ion.

lours sincerel ,

Cr. Abra Ftexncr, D ector
_he Institute for Advanced St dy
Princeton, Uew Jersey
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..1l'i'CD'O"r. ~I" JIUU"

c-.. -... UIfln1VD _100." "5W JPN-T

nUnUi
l't,lJOltL ..........

.- ... _-..
_.~-.lQ ...
Jel"" I-U_ ............ .-.
....... Ialo ... I".....:.."
o.uova. .. .....­
-.uuo .. auu,
trlIQUU e.un.n
''-100 1oYJ"
WoALnIl .....

I'DCT I. '-"'UI

....AUI "......." 1.
_.oM ,U:Z"U

Dw~J<>r ,,/ ....~ / ..,,,.,,
September 27, 1937 un nunu.

lO"" MM~•
..... nus ,,,Lao

President hank Aydelot.te
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Penna,.lTan1a

1q daar President ~elotte:

.A. regular mee tiD« of the fru.s tees of

the Inltttute for MYaDced St\1d7 wtll be held on

Wonda7. October 11, 1937. at 12145 o'clock. at th

Uptown Club. Lincoln Building. 60 Eaat 42nd Street.

New Tork Ctt,._ I aa lending you herewith the docket

and notice regarding propoaed amendment. to the

By-Lawa.

Please inform me whether or not ,.OU will

be able to attend the meeting.

Tery truly youra,

Secret&r7
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

....ol.JU _ ••nwAlT
,,~...C.__•

,..... onoc.
",,,.. I_at T,__a

~~

Dw.-.J ,hl••hlld.

DotU" Aydelotte:

Xl SASSAU STREET

l"'UolCJm)~. !l1W JUJII:Y

CMl.I -...: ,,,"n,Tun _",.::no.. ilL... JUlU'

:eptember 20, 1~37

.....:ITIU

...... 0; C...uu.n~
~L_

lo&UU C6IRL

M&UU,JI ,1Jl:Il1fU.

JVuu 'UIL.........
Ill" It u.
AlAIiIOIt I. IIGVQtI'OIt

~UlL"U"_

IU&NQ II. lo.......

_1I'nall w. ",UUI;...... .
W<6LJlJl InwUT

......... n:uv•..-....~
UWU .. WUII

Un "".......
~vnMM_•
...........e IIl'U

I got b~ok to Prinoeton 1~3t n1 ht, &8 I wrote :OU, ~nd this naming

I vo beb~ to tactle mJ aoc~lated mail. ! saw a lot ot people in Uew York

during the week and had a verJ interestin'" tme on .. IUTsday and Fr1d.ay at

South Orange, of whioh I ....nt to tell you "",l""Jthin-. Last nel; wu :-sally too

buay. I WSlll in Princeton Konday. at lit. Kisoo 'T1th Ben and i!ary Tuosday, in

JMt' York .jednesd.ay. at South a. e Thursday and Trl '. and Saturda:/ I 81tlply

3tayad heme 80nd lay on t."le oouch, for 1 _s uaed uf. ! i3 week is also 1;01 - to

b. a ver'i bus:f one t'or me. I haTe to &0 11 too :: and tCl!1OrrO'if,

and I want. it pos8ible, to ace resident Dodds. hedna3da I mus~ go to 11' Y('\r"

to meet

to see

Ie, who arrlv S ot! tne "_ ex'! Thursday morninl':. I have also promised

~ss, ~. L idesdorf and .• Stewart.

anxlo~s to tell you .hat passed betweon

e expects to ocme dcnm with IDe Friday.

r you on Sunday, for I

1t Ill: be tha.t I ca.n see

.. Bamber"'3r and

• Fuld and "'Yo If. ,auld it be possible for "/0 and :rour ife to drive OVQr

for midday dinner Sunday? It thllt 18 too muoh of an er"'ort I feel pratt)' sare

the. t I oould find a day in the rollann week.

I was deli-hted to find on ~ de.k a oopy of Bill'. book. It is a

verJ handsome volume.. I 81:1 lUng hil::!l. a noto of tban.k::. I shall certai~l:l
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P~esldent delott~ - 2 - ept~b r 2 , 19~7

ro d it wit, in th ne:rt few eaks. I reoeived this mornin three presenta.tion

copies: a book by Rawse of All Souls, anoth r,the life of Jack Janos, a Liberal

in wham Tom Jones is -reatly Interested, &nd Bill's; but! shall start Bill's

first.

.,emember me warml:! to r.ill and is mother, and beHeve me

~lwa;jS aineer IJ'

~. -/-,

President Frank .~delotte

Swarthmore 00110£8
S' arthmore, P8nnnylTania

~W ~ ~. ;>.. '---'t ...... ruL..",,4.. --.......J
/

~./0- .LrL« L ,l.. Lu.j-..r-~
_of.,

't£ ""-'t- L f-- ~ ~.
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17 September 1937

Dear Dr. F18xnsr:

lIany thank. for )our letter of September 16th.

Do telepnone ae a5 soon as y u C~ see • tree day and come

down tor as &UC of a visit as you C&Jl anage. I shall

be sending you .oon III illvi tion to the dedication of the

Biological Laboratory, .h1ch take. place on October 2nd.

It there is any chance of your coming then, we should love

'to bave you, but almost any other time would be ulster

so far as I a. concerned.

YOlJrS sincerely,

Dr. Abraha. Flexner, Director
Institute for vanced ~tudy

Princeton, Ie. Jersey
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Dear ~delotte:

Your letter oame th13 morning and wa..s read to e.e over the telephone.

I am dlctat1 r 18 reply to I 88 liebelscr, who will ai~ it tor ~e.

I should like nothing better than to spend .. quiet week-end with

you. as you su~-e8t. but I have already promised to go down to outh Orange

this afternoor., ant.. after seeing h. ~am.berg:er and '"'s. "".11d I ahall have to

aee T. Loidesdorf and 118 over the "'Oez-end, beO&U:S8 1 must be in

PTlnoeton Sunday even1ur. Professors and workers are alro&d:l oomi .. in aDd I

au ht to be there no-, but there were a lot of things to do here in 5ew York,

which I had to at.':ond to before ;;oing to Princeton for &:ood, thout;h.as a matter

of faot, J did go to Prinoeton immediately after our return tram Canada last

Saturday.

.ii.l:.n8 is nnw on t;~c hiGh s She h5.d a perfectly wand rful

experitnoe a.t Sahbur. ,,0 are e:-:pectinr; her about tho nJ.ddle ot tho reek.

Just as Goon as ahe arrives and I know her pla~ I will ~et in touch with you

over the telepbol.c rod arr& e to go over to S'Mlrtb:l.Ore tor a day, or, if

possible. tT:'o.

I read in the Times the &CCQUl!.t of your bi~ meotinr.. I liked

im:tenselj" the toen as r.e11 u the substanoe of ...hat I read. EO"ITenr, those
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President .~~elotte - 2 - September 14, 1937

who wish pcaeo e.nd quiet in this 'liorId at this time re, alas 1 like a

"volce cryln ln the wi lc!.erness " • ut our d.fl:,' will CCll:lo •

•it all good wishes tor t":.e t}.ree of :'Ol:,

"Vcr s ncerelj-·,

~reslde~t Frank }~delotte

Swar~ore Colloto
Swarthmore. Pennsylvania
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15 Se~te ber 19~7

Dear Dr. rlexner.

I aa wrlt1ng to a~k .bether you hkve et ~eturlled

troe Canada1 and whether It would suit ,ou to e e OVer to

spand the weak-end ot tne 18th to 20th 10 Sw.rtbDore. I

should he dell-hted to have ,OU then, or.t ny other t~e

tlwt 1s convenient ror ·ou. I.f Anne cl"n cOIle Ith QU, 30

eh the bettpr. IIarie "lll be ewey, but aUl ""e I era

h re, c..lld e ...uouie. be (T€ 11&. tee: t ttve her.

It you can co e, let me kno hat time your trkin

reaches 30th ~treet, and I w111 ge~d he cnr in ~o meet )OU

there.

Our Q aker Conference 1s sarelJ over; 1~ &~ Q

lTe t success. te very .uch enjoyed caving them bere, but

we ere also enJoyL~ the q tet which folIo ad thelr de~8rture.

Ith k1naes~ regards, I a.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abr&ham Flexner, Llrector
Institute tor Aovanc2d btudy
Princeton, Ie. Jersey
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20 August 19:17

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Many thanke tor your telegram and your
kind letter ot August 17th. We are deeply disappointed not
to be on our way "to Magnetswan todey, but there is really too
muoh to do here. Entertaining this conferenoe 1s. ot .
course. a big JOb, but by oaretul preparations .e sball get
through it without undue strain.

. I oannot tell you how attrsotiTe the
routine at your camp eounde to ue ae you desoribe it. We
should simply love a month ot it and IlPpreoiate Tery wlU'lll1y
your intltation tor next year. I hope things will turn out
80 that we oan make you a Tls1t, and I am reasonably oonfi­
dent that will be the oase, thOUgh perhaps not tor as long
e.a a month.

r

I am very e~oited to hear the news or
your interview with Mr. Hamburger and ~s. ~uld regarding
t'urther endowment and hope very much that you will come to
SwarthI'1ore tor a weekend or a few days at any time atter you
return. Our oonferenoe 18 over on September 8th. and atter
Septemher 12th we shall be quite tree and will keep the time
~uiet. College opens on the 28th, so thst sny t1Ee hetween
would suit us and, indeed, any time after college opens,
though I hope you will CO<18 as 500n as possible atter your
return to Prinoeton.

With affeotionate regards !ro~ us both,
lam

Sincerely y'JUTS.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
IIlagnetawan
da Burks Falls
Ontario, Canada
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!ar:n~t.a.an, via Burka 1".118, Qnteri ~ Canada
Au :uet 17, 19~7

Dear Aydelot.te:

Your tole ram came t~l~ morninc anj I have replied &e followa

by wire I

-Terribly ~orry that you and Marie CL~not come but thorou~hly

understand Am writlnpl

It 18 8 re~t disappointment not cnly to ce but to Eleanor and to

T.J., ".ho hu been look1ni'0rward to an opportunity of rene"ine; hie acquair.tance
time

with you an1 Uarie, ~j I had hoped thet I wculd e180 find/to tell you about an

interview w~lch I had ith Ur. Bamb~r~er and Uro. PaId regard1nr further endowment

on the occasion of 8 vl!!it I made to tht:m at lJurray Bay .hare t..~ey are spending the

summer. I have the whole lntervte_, however, very clearly in mind, and 1 hope

that. we can coat in Septoaber after ". leave cemp before the year'. work begins.

I think I coold co:ae over to Swarthmore some Saturday and spend SiJ!".de.y .i th you, b..lt

I do not want to run into the coa;'Jlicationa attending the 0 pening of college. That

_ill be 8~st as bad a8 the one t\:olleand Quakers.

I jo ho"e that this midwummer entertalnoent on so vast a scale is

not going to cost you and Marie tho fOod which you obtEined from your visit abroad.

Do be careful, and make l!arh be careful, for she is s0'f3uccesstul a host.e88 that I

em not Run eh~ knowe the lit:rl.tat'one of her own str..ngth.

'e are having our usual quiet e~er, all the quieter by reason of

Anne's absence in Salzburg. Yeaterdey came a cableeram from her &LDOuncing her
an

s~e arrival, an1 she will now plunLe int~ec8ta8Y· of operas a:d Toacanini, on wnich

she will live a good part of the winter.

Jones came on the first of Auguot and is spending the entire month

with us. He has completely t"allen under the spell ot" the lake. ever betore in hie

lire, so he Gays, haa he had such a period ot prolon&ed rest, quiet, and freedom trom

all aorta of preoccupations. He 1s doinr. some writing each morninG and spending the

rest of the day 1n the simple occupations .tieh .~lch vau are remilier up ~ere - ris~ln£
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President Aydelotte AuguBt 17. 19~7 2

and aitt.inr in the sun, playing p1n~pon~, sawinE up a f'ew logs, etc. In the

evenings we hsve music and talk and by nine he sneaks 8.W8.y to his cot. By 'ten

lights are out allover the camp. I cannot but think that a month of this kind of

thing would be juct as "ood for you and Marie a8 tor him. England is gre&t tun,

but it is really not a rest, though it is a che.nge. '!he latchstring hangs on the

outaide for you and ~1e:, and nothing _wId rive Anne and Eleanor and JO&n and mysel.t

greater pleasure an tJ1at you both should come up for an unbroken month next BW!m:l8r,

cutting the telegraph _iroe between here and Swarthmore end absolutely forbidding

maiL Alt~oup".h )4re. Bailey is here and we are d:ling some work J I C1 d01ne very

little letter-writing.

Our affectionate greetings to you both J and our best wishes that

you may spare yourselves and come out of your vaat entertaining project unscathed.

Ever 8incerelYJ

Prssident Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Colle&e
Swarthmore, Pe~nsylvanla

AF'IESe

C j,

(
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16 August 19~7

Dear Dr. 11elOl8r:

I am broken-hearted to haTe to send
the enclosed telegram, but no other solution seemed possi-
ble. This conference in September is the most important
thing that has happenad in the ~uaker world tor a very
long time and. althou h I am not a ..uaker. I nnd that
alcost everyone oonnected with it leans on me in the matter
of arra.neements and I am determined t at I will not let
the", down.

1 am. on y O\1D aocount, deeply inter­
ested in the conference and think it possibl... thOugh by no
means certnin, that the discussions may have s salutary errsct
on members of the Society or l'riends in this !>art ot the coun­
try. Delegates are c ng at .,;reat personal risk tro.. Ge~
and trom Japan, and if the dlo0U8sioDs,are 8S frank 8S uakers
usually make them they should have a resl effeot on our
Philadelphia .riends.

I em very sorry indeed to ..iss the oppor­
tunity for qUiet talks with you and Tam Jones on the shorss
of your bes.ut11'¥l lake and hopa you will ask us agaln another
year. since I have made a solemn vow to take more vaoations
in the tuture~ Please elva Tom Jones my ~e8t regards end
tsll him how disappointed I em to miss seaing him. Ssy to
him that if by any cbance he can coce this way I should be
most happy to sse him 1n Swarthcore. and even if he came when
the ."uakers were here it would only make 1001. whi eh would be
no strain whatever on our excellent preparations.

Marie joins me in arfectionate regards
to you and all under your roof.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham 11exner
IIsgnetaWlll1
via Burks lalle
Ontario. Canada
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Wagn~wan, via Burks Falls
Ont.ario, Canada

August 4, 19}7

Dear Aydslotte:

I have baen away from Ahmic tor ten days ao that I am just

now answering your letter of the twentieth of July from Slickling Hall. I

am (elighted to know that you and Marie had eo lovely a time in England. I

had heard ae much from T.J., who 1& now spending a month here and who 18

as enthueiaetic about the lake 8S the Flexner Family.

I am sorry that you and Marie cannot come to Ingleside ror

a longer stay, but you are welcome at any time and, unless we hear to the

contrary, we will expect you on the twentieth, but do prolong your visit if

you possibly can.

Anne has left for Salzburg and laments that ahe will miss

the pleasure of seeing you. but you can't have the Aydelottee and AhDiia and

Salzburg and T.J. and everything elsc all in one summer, as she ia finding

out to her SOTrOw.

~ith all good wiahee,

Ever sincerely,

Pre8i~ent Frank A)delotte
Swarthmore COllege
Swartnmore, Pennsylvania

Ar,ESB
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Z August 1lI 7

Oear Dr. P'lexner I

lIallY thanks tor your lener ot July 16th, wblch
I found on our return fr Europe this morning. Ie are both
ot us tn t1ne sllape, thanks to II locg holiday at BUckling.
I 811S suddenlJ' surprised to ttnd a self aore t ed tb&n I
hIId reaUzed at Oxford, lind &ctaally took to ay bed at All
Souls, where we "ere ..Lsit1ng the J,.d........ Lot~ tnsisted
on our go1ng back to Bl1ckl1ng, and I bad II wondertul ra-
CO"ysry tn tbat Cluiat and titul place.

~ We warmly ap"reciate your k1nd tnvitatlon to coae
to ke .."", c tor a breatb ot your Canadien air. I wrote
to you t:raa Bngland to auggest tbllt, it it suited you, I'e
aight liS II long week-end, arriTing perbllps on P'r idllY, the
20tn of August, and l ..avtng XODdAy, the 2Zrd. Would tllat
be a conyeDient time'

The Quaker clans gather at Swarthacre August 29th
and atay tor ten days. We shell then Just about bave t1ae
to put things tn order agllin before the undargraduates arrive
tI'o .eeka later.

I -..ery sorry tllat Anne will be a..y, but I ..
glad she 15 go1ng to hll-..e the title tn alaburg. Wa heard ot
Bleanor 1n London. but were unable to ~ke connectloDA with
her. It .ill be nice to aee har tn Canada it the t1lle turn.s
out to be suitable for you.

With IIttectionate regarda trow us both, I ..

Yours s.1neerely.

Dr. Abrllhaa Ple:mer
IIagnetllwan, -..1a Burka PIIUa
Ontario, Canadll
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19 July 19:17

My dear Dr. Flexnor.

I do not know whore the ~1mes got Its story

about the return or Dr. and Mrs. Aydelotte, ror they

wl11 not return untIl August 3rd. I shsll cali thair

attention to your let~er then, and you may expect to

hear from them promptly.

Yours very trUly,

Dr. Abraham 'lexnur
Ilagnetawan. via Burks galls
Ontario, canada

,
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9 June 1937

Dear Dr. Flexners

We were very sorry not to see you here on Comcence-

ment day but delighted to have ~e. ~e had a delightful

grou9 of peo»le at luncheon, ana the wea toer WaS kind to WI

though perba~a a little on the .arm .ide.

r leave on Saturday for Indiana and re~urn next week

Just in time to catch the NORYAHDIE fr m lew York on Wedneaday,

June 16th, at twelve o'clock. We re~urn early in August,

and if there 1. any poa.1bllity of our getting ea tar away

as Lake Ahmlc during ~he month, I will send ou a le~ter

or telegra. to find out whether it 15 convenient for JOll to

have ua. The most likely t~1ng 8ee~s ~o be a week-end, hut

I have al.ay. to think or t one thousand <.tuakers who lire

descend1ng on us the first week tn September.

Marie Joins me in warmest regards and best wishes

to all of you tor a very pleasant summer.~

Yours verr sinCerely,

I

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Dit'ector
Inat1 tute for .dvanced Study
Prinoeton, Hew Jersey

\
\
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25 lIay 19117

Dear Dr. Plexner:

I am de11~hted to hear tbat you and Ann

w1l1 be able to come to bwarthmore for Commencement. e

look forward with great ~leasure to having you. I note

also that you are glvLng the Co ence ent Aadress at Bryn

Mawr on ~ednesday. I wis you could leave your academic

gown here and march in our ~rocesslon. Is there any chance

that you could come over to ~.arthmore on ednesday atter

the exercises at Bryn Mawr? Or 1t that 15 not yos~lble,

you m16ht leave your gown with IIrs. IIBnnlng. and her husband

could bring it over to Swarthmore and leave it at our house

for you. I am terr1bly sorry that the beginning of our

own Commence ent season akas It 1m~os~lble for us to go

over to Bryn Mawr to see you.

With affectionate regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton. Hew Jersey
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lb l.pr11 19 7

Dear Dr. Fima,er,

I ... very glad ~tl6t t. e 1; er on Ap 11 2~rd

is 0 be postpmt It conflicted. Uh 8 eeting or t.""

erLc ?~030 n1c~l ~OC1Et}, kO Rolan orris told ...e

the other d"y tllst 1t .\culc. e o.si~la on that acco t

tor h1JI to t'ten. It; ust. ~p ens tnat I co Ie. oe-cause

I 8. not concerned wlt.n ~ c irLda e~elUng session, but

I th1nk 1t much etter to ho

Dr. Abrahell I'lexner. lJ1rcctor
Inst1tu~8 for Advanced Study
P~1ncetan, New Jersey

tt in Dc tober .

Yours 8 a09rcl',
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I am sorry to say that a oonsiderable number of the

gentlemen lIho ronn the Liaison CamUttee tind it imposalble to ocme

to Princeton for dinner on Friday. April 23. I had a oonferenoe ~th

President Dodds on the subject this !Domin: and we a~reed that it would

be better to postpone the di~ner until &utUQD, before the rush of the

winter'. 'WOrk had begun. I ahall take the matter up with President

Dodds and the members ot the Committee about the middle of Sept~ber.

in the hope that we can 1'100 a day when a oomplete, or, at any rate,

a lar-er attendanoe may be feasible. It was the opinion of President

Dodds that some evenlnt towards the end of October m1 "ht be ,enerally

aoceptable.

lith much re'""ret that it baa seemed best to postpone our

plans for dinner in the 1Jmnedio.t. future. I am

Sinoerely yours,

c... J.
President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
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7 April 1937

De~r Dr. Flexner.

I have your letter and shall be very glad to

come over early on the 19th to talk wlth you. r can get

there any tlme between eleven and twelve, as you prefer.

Shall I rind you at lour orrlce or at the Inn?

Yours s1ncere~y,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
The Institute ror Advanced Study
Princeton, Rew Jersey
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TIlE INsnnTn FOR ADVANCED S111DY

Marob 22, 1937

Dear Aydelotte:

You will perhaps recall that a year ago
President Dodds inYl ted the members of the Liaison
Committee, consisting of four or five trustees of
each institution, to meet as bis guests at dinner.
I am now sending a similar invitation, on behalf of
the Inat1tute, to the members of this Committee,
and I write betimes in the hope that you may be able
to oome to Prinoeton to dine at the Prinoeton Inn on
the evening of Friday, April 23, at 7:30. ~"'koo..L4 t 1.

ll- r<!.....c.~

ile should be very happy 11' you would at--' ').'\._
bring your wife and spend the week-end or the night '1!
at the Princeton Inn. If the weather is favorable
on Saturday you might enjoy a game of golf on the
oourse lIhich your windows overlook.

Ever sincerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swartlmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsyl-n.nia

G.J;-;
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24 IIaroh 19 7

De&r Dr. Flexnerl

I •• very ala~ Lo LCClpt )our Invltetlon tor

dinner tor the Llal.on ~o~iLtoe kt the Pr1oceton Ir~ on

'rid J, April 2trd. at 7,bO o'clock. I only. ish W8 could

apend the week-Ind. but r .s afrald thot would De impossible

because we hbve alreaGY pro~18d4 ~o ttend ~he annual d1nner

or t I Marioen P 1l0sojlbloal Soclety on Saturoo} nlaht.

U er t e- clraucfS'tancea it ..111 probabl:r be loetter "or me"

to leave u1e 8t. boae, an drive back II s@l.f on & turOlly

aorn1ns.

call10g I meeting or tne BUilel and Propen~ C \111ttee tor

FrIday noon, Harch 26th. an shell ~ukl It a PO~lt to De

there unless some uni"orotisen contin eney 9reventa.

I hope you &re enJoy1og the lOTely weather

wbloh now s.ems to b. becinnLnc. I do hope that you and

.innl can coml down to eee our plenting ..... t1ll. durLnc the

next lix w.ekl. It cet. b.tter .very y.&r.

YOurl e1noer.ly.

Dr. Abraham Plexn.r, DIrector
nititute tor Advanced 8tudy

Princeton, lew Jereey

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1935-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



18 Fcbruc-y 19157

Dear Veblenl

Many thanks ~or y~ur latter. I take pl~asuze

in aend1cg you, under 38~arate cover, a CO~> or the re­

port of t~e OTfo~d Pre.~rv.tion Trust, .hioh 0111 ii ~

you & good tde. of their ork,

I had ~ talk Titb .~. Leid.sJorf in ne. lork

s~out ~he whole ma~tart ~d ~8 tQela t t it is very

~port.n to ~ve 1 weeting of t 3 C~ittee on Buildings

and Orounds as soon ag pOBslble atter Dr. Flexnar returns

to cousider tho tthole proble. before uny decisions are

t.k8n.

Wo should like very .uch to get over to

Princoton, and sbull lot )'OU know the r lret U,.. an

opportunity pro.ent. itself.

Looking torwa~d to seeing you ~oaor~o., I R8

YourG s1ncere1l,

Professor Oowald Veblen
Institute for Mdvanoed 8tudy
Prlncotou J leu Jersoy
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18 lIaroh 111117

D..r AnDe.

.aQT thaakl ror your telegr... I hope Dr. Flexner

la -1t1D& good proll'.... aJI4 I Ulagine you ..... very wlae not

to put Ib¥ .ore on ~ at the .a.ent.

I ..,. sorry to say that the t1rlt part or April

10 ablolutaly ohock full so rar .. ,e are oOlloerned.. I

lhaU be a..y on ooUege buainesa dur1n& the Buter Vacation,

,hioh end. on the ~th. I have a Board lIeeting on the 6th,

aJI4 leveral .en Oc.ing here a bout poa1t10ns during the re­

u1ndar or that , ..II. ending up w1til BOIIerv1Ue Day on the

lOth. ao that I th1nk 1t would be Ju.t ~po••1ble tor u. to

,et over to lew York to a dinner. We are extre.ely sorry

to .1•• 1t, but I hope you will go ahead wlth lIadar1ag. with­

out bothering about Ill.

Your. very einoerely,

lira. Abraballl Flexnar
~O zeat 72nd Street
••, York Clty

I
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11 I'ebru~r 1937

Dear Or. rlexnerl

Mwny thank. for your tele~ am, ~hlch I am adding
to Or. Levy'. credentlals for our Commlttee of Selection,
which meets on tJaturda~·. It 1. ver)i good ot you to take
t1me to look over hi. paper. in the mldst of your hol1day.

I do not know whether }OU nolioed a letter rrom
Rabel, who, al you doubtless know, 18 one or the great German
authorities on Roman Law. 1 understana, via t.he academic
groyevlne, that Habel 1. 11kely soon co be ousted trom hi.
Job in Germany. I do not knoe _bother lOU would con.lder h1m
aa Buttable tor the Institute now or at any other time, but
1f you by chance .hould hear of any openlng in hle sUbJect,
he would of course be an ornament to any American Oulver~lty.

I ... dellgnted to know the t ou .. re ""ving goce
wea tber &.nO awk1ng the most uf "our holiday. It hs s t-H'ned
oft floe again here, IlnQ has latel) been ~o ware. the. tone
could elmo.t think of golf.

With warmest regurd8 troQ ~arl. End me to all of
you, I am

lours sincerely.

Or. Abraham I'lexner
Arlzona Blltmore Hotel
Phoenix, Arizona
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NC126 45 DL-MY NEIYORK NY 17 2}lP- -

PRESIDENT FRANK AYDELOTTE-

'SIARTHMORE COLLEGE SWARTH ORE PENN~

DAYS OF-
APRIL BEST FOR US LET ME KNOW WHiCH DATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR-
YOU AND MARIE AND IE .,LL pRO PTLY COMMUNiCATE 11TH MADAR1AGA=.

ANNE FLEXNER. ... '- ,'""0 TO ¥ '-­

Y% .J,T ,:,;" (~TO ...~~.I

Telephone Your Telegrams to 1'09tal e egrap _/'1/ j 7

'SORRY TO SAY ABE THOUGH BETTER IILL NOT BE ABLE TO HAVE-
MADARIAGA DINNER THIS lEEK ANY EVENING DURING FIRST TEN

-
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'10 NASSAU STUlaT

palNelToN, HaW JI"SET

Deoember 1, 19M

Dear ~.lotte:

I have been in lin York tor a couple

of daye, eo that I did not receiTo yours of the

21th until this morning.

I bave already written Williao Roaenwald

aDd I ehall writ.e b.1Ja again. Tau a&y' well postpone

approaching Ieppel until we haTe heard trca

Rosenwald.

With all good wishee,

:Ever ainoerely,

President Frank ~elot.te

Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennay1"t"&%l1a
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1I0vember o. :9~ •

Deer Dr. "luner.

.any thanks for )'our lett.r. lou c now teel

that the f1. at seventy ears are the baret. t.

lie are a.ll ver ple..se4 .itb ~tte 0 teo e of

the arrangements for Dr. Balceon, b.t t ....55 0 tbll t I

shoul4 wait tor conrirl!l&tion tr you on :Jet..a...lr ot

wau... Ronn"..14 end r. arburg betore I write det-

1nitel)' to Dr. o.Jon. I bOlle tbere "ill not

finel sUp 1n the •.attar.

Would ~ou be 50 k..1nd .::. toO orm )0 our brot.hl'!r

Bernard or the 9re.ent ,tate of t e negotiationa. I

had a talk wi~h him .rout it t ..e ot.ler i. t, .r. ·O·"C

v ry llUet. lnter6.Jted. Be thou;(ht it ~C,;it, hOn:;,vf'r,

thet I ,,,oulll not write Lo hw uil'octl}· Jout the

matter, conaequently I shoul like.o edd

sage through you.

With kindest regaras. I aa

h In s-

Yours slncerel)",

Dr. Abra~aa Flexner. Director
Institute tor Adv&oced tud)'
Princeton, •• J.
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THE INsnnrrE FOR ADVA.'OCED STUDY

f'I.ISCI;TOS, SEW JEU!:Y

'lb.ank you l'ery much for :'t"turnifll;
the l:l8"loranda. I ahall be delighted. to talk t.bc
oyer wi th you .-henever Wfl can get a ch!!.nce.

I al!"o Rppreciate "hat you h::lve
dane in the c:ntter of Dr. Salomon. I am taking the
matter up ri th WU11-.=1 Rocenwa.1d and thrlJUgh hill.
wi tb Mr. Warburg.

I t wall n great pleseure to have
you and your wife with 118 Thursday even1.ne. but I
think the next time I B.llI seventy yeara old 1 shall
take to the tall timber. People are too kind, end
I OJ:! j\Ult now about recover1ng from wr:t exertion.
here 3lld 1n !lew York over the week-end.

ber sincerely,

President £rank qd.elotte
Swarthmore College
S.artbmore, Penl'!!1yl"anla

Al':ESB
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~ ~-...._,­
"'~ADVAN~

paINCJtTON. NRW JUSEY

October 29, 1936

Dear .Aydelotte:

I am happy to send you the memoranda

prepared by Riefler and Witrony. They are our

onlY' copis•• so will you l.t me have them back

when you haTe finished wi. th them?

I shall let you hear promptly whenever

the golf courae matter 18 settled.

Sl~s sincerely,

,~
President Fr,arik Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore. Pennsylvania

AF:lISB
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October 26, 19 6.

near Dr. Plexner.

I should be very much interested to

read the .e.cranda prepared b. Proressora R1efler

and Il1trany, w ch you u1d at the last ...t1nl would

be ava1lable for Trustees who w!shed to rea til.....

I look forward 1th grvat interest

to hearins the results ot your conterences this week

a bout the soU course.

Yours sinoerely.

Dr. AbrahBlll Plexner. D1rector
Inst1tute for Advanoed 8tudy
Princeton, I. J.
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20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 10. 19:56

Dear Aydelotte:

In general, al you knaw, I am thoroughly in acoord with

your d.elir. to get out ot things aDd not into them. Iu the cue of

the JlatiOD&l Conferenoe ot Jews and Chriath.ns, an ExeoutiT8 CClIlIrlttee

Gonais ting ot a hundred persona mea.D.II. hcnreTor, naJlGS rather than

work, and .1 you are the head ot a oollege that hu a really liberal

and tolerant hiatory behind it, the presence ot your name would,

I belien, be lignit1cant without i1I9'ol"f1.D& you in ~ personal

aotlnty. IDdeed.:lD. acoept1.Dg Dr. Cll~'s invitation you could

stipulate that your '9'ar1o~ d.uties are 10 t1ae-ablorbiDf; that you

would Dot be able to -..Jc. azq contribution on the lide ot work, but

that you are happy to han your nam.e assoolated with 10 humane and

intell1&ent a movement.

With all good wi.hes,

ETer .inoerely,

Ci'. J.
President Frank ~elotte

Swarthmore C011e&e
Swarthmore, Penn.sylvaDia

P.S. Sinoe diotatlng the above I have talked with Willi8D Ro.enwald
on the telephone. '!'here appears to be DO doubt that the $2000 whiGh
he prcalsed nll be available tor next year.

A. F.
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I have yours or the 2nd, regarding Hertz, and I have made

inquiry this Jlorn1Dg among the leading people here. As a result t .hou.ld

doubt whether Lenzent~ judpent that Hertz is "& raarkabl. soholar" 1.

oorreot. I learned that h. hu done a few ....11 thing. but that when it

OQl!18S to larger probleas he ".talls". Under the o1ro\aStanoes I do not

belien that h. 1, large enough fOor our group. On the other band, h. 11

not a OClmllOUpla08 or ordlD.1Ll7 peraon. It the Oberlander Fund will I:IIlJce

an appropriation ror him, ~ DOt lend him to a plaoe where he would

OOn3tltute a real addition. 11k. New York Uninrsit,y, where I got a

professorship tor Courant? Courant bas in short order reoeived. a. permanent

appointment and taken a prominent position. In other words, Courant 1e a

star at liew York University and 1a really exoellent, though he would. not

have .easurad up to our requirements. It ia 1mportant to build. up instltu-

tions like Hew York University just u _11 as Har'V'ard and Tale and the

ID::Itltute.

EYer sinoerely,

a. ::I.
President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsyln.n1a
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October ~. 18'6.

Dear Dr. Flexnerl

Moe has Just sent me the encloaed

copy ot a letter trom Lenzen. one ot tne Duggeoheim

rellowa. I haYe no idea that the Institute would

be interested in Herta. but I s nd the thinl on to

you and should be gratet

line concerninl it.

it )OU 1IOUld sand .oe a

~o s sincerel ,

Dr. Abrana. Yle7Jler. Director
The Inatitute tor Advanced Stady
Princaton. Naw Jeraey
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~o NASSAU STllBET

Pili NC2TON, N2W JERSEY

Se?teober 15, 1936

Pres1dent Fr?~ Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Penn~lvanla

Dear President Aydelotte:

As Dr. Flexner 18 in New York today, I

read your letter of the fourteenth to him over the

teleptone. He asked me to thank you for it and to

sny that he is much pleased. tl:.a.t the Vice-Chancellor

(Lindsay) has succeeded in getting something from

the other side.

Sincerely yours,
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ve lIost care-

6epte bel' 14, 1936.

Dear Dr. Flexnera

lIany thanks for your lette,' of .~ptember lOth. You

gave Jones Just tha rig·t directions conoerning Coleman, and

if e m;ke. an application, it 'ill ot course

tQl consideration.

I am very much rolieved by your remarka on f0un4a-

tiona. Lindsay has an engagement with Fosdick, which I made

for n1a at his request, an he may as well heve a preliminary

talk. I do not believe that he intends to make a definite

applioation for eny apecifl0 suo at this time.

0'\ a .....1' hand, Lindsay will be able to report

vcry aubstantial progress from English sources, at least

one very large gift is, I understand, already ..surad. And

if it i. possible to Jet help from this side at t.e same

time, they ought to ama.s • fund . ich will menn • new era

f'r rasearch at Oxford.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. "bra-bam Ii- exner, Director
Institute for Advanced Btudy
Prinoeton, New Jersey
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Denr Aydelotte:

20 SASSAU STREET
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September 10, 1936

nllf1'[u

""III: ..'t1lIUIn1r.
_ •• a.r.MUaGll

AI..IJl,I e..aau.
.......uoc lUX.....

JULlU. n'lII:l"wAUl
JUN" L ".0&1>, •
.... 11..... L 1l0VOlmn'

....... lIn.•.~
"nuu II n
WUI"UII IUn.U

n./lU1<n a ,..
"0141'0 w. Inw;.n

I'UC'r I ........".
"WAU> O'UU.
uw" n. W'ru

Uri ",uln...
LOUI _

10 nus ,U,,"

I am enolosing you 0. note 't'lhich I hnd !"rom Jones, Tthioh, as you

It'ill see from r:J3 reply to him, I pra:adsed. to fOM78.rd to you.

Anne read me over the telephone last nir;ht your letter regarding
the

Lindsay aDd/foundations. ~ reason for saying in my previous letter thut the

moment is lnopport'JD.8 is the following: Foadiok has just taken hold; I have no

ic!ea what his prol"ram or his intention is, nd it may be that Lindsay would lose

nothinr. by having a general talk with him, but i£ the foundations are goinr, to

follow the preoedent 'Which is of ma.ny years I standing the"J are far more likoly

to be interested 1£ an institution lllco Oxford has fint done sanethlng at hotle

by T:ay of shawiD{; that there 1s a local interost. The fo\Dldations have always

disliked taking tho initiativo. This may, however, no lon~er be the case, and

I certainly would not 1ftlnt anythiI1& that; I sa:l to ou to deter Lindsay 1'rClO

pursu1nt the oour3e that soema bost to htm. I have boen, in faot, so long out

oftou h with the foundations that nothing that I say ought to carry weight.

At any rate, do not tell it to LiDdsay. He wrote me fran Oxford that he would

try to see me while over in this country, and I need not say that I will do any-

thing for him that I possibly oan if ho looks me up.

Remember me warmly to Yrs. Aydelotte and believe n

Lvcr sinoerely, a. f.
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Dear Dr. "'l~ellllol1h <woY

Many ~hanks tor your letter ot ~evte her or. I l~ve

had a very cord 1 let.ter from )our rvtber and to see

In Ba tore .oon to

shl •

scus. the detalls of the at~ eof" ofi-
Saa~S ~ S.~ oaI

.'i ...1 ,]j·~o .1

I shoull! a"preclate it 1r 'ou .oul let.. mow as

.oon a. you haar rrom your New York trle.d regard1ng the '2000

for alOllon. I correct 1n t ink1ng t t he la 81111ng to glye

$2000 tor two years'

I a littla dlstu hed a ut hat you aa. 1n connec-

tion wIth t.e toundationa and the Unlyersity ot Oxfo • Llndsay,

Sadgwlek, and Hartley bava come t. Onlted 6 tes all pre-

red to go 1nto a matter .Itb tne Rockefeller FoundatIon and

tha Carnagla Cor90ratlon. I he sUigested that Lhey open the

matter 81th t em only 1n a prellm1nar a' wIt out a.k1ng elther

Foundatlon to commlt Itsnlf to a speclt c wao t, or, lndeed, to

any amount, but It Is very dlffieult tor t e. to tor. plans tor

an .,ll..eal 1n ngland tll they have sO"a Idea as to "hethar

thero would any posslbllity ot halp fro thll alda. Would

you tm.w< 1t a .Iatake for LIndaey to ..ke a prellm1.nary ex,loDA-

tlon to those Fo .tiona and 0 a k their a~v1ce a ut t e ap-

peal' I should 11n very IIUch to mo lOur 11.1n on tha

matter because I thlnk It exceed;ngI7 Important t at Llndaay

.h uld not make a .lstaka. Thi. ondo nt tor research seem.

to "8 ab.olutely necessary 1r Oxford Is to hold It. place 1n
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.lm:fO tande:i to 08 a copy of your letter of A:ugust 24.

I was deeply touched by the &etlon of thp. Board of Electors. I

beHeve that Simon could help .Buz:ard. and I shall be very h8:~OY indeed if be

finds it possible to do 80. I can foresee difftculties, as be Ls engag(~d 1n

writing Dr. Welch's life - a task that it will be noi easy for him to interrupt

in Case it 1s not finished by the fnil of next yenr. There 18 also an additional

p:-oble:m due to the fact that his 'f'ife flndg a sevEOre ..",int-r cl1-:lte extrPlDely tryiD&'.

She MS iJ.arl much trouble yuh n sinus. and that is a.lways an ba?ortnnt factor In

any plana tha. t Simon makes :"or the 'dnter. Notwitnstnndint. however. th~ge con-

siderattons I should be very hnppy to have him go to Oxford a. Eastman PrOfftSBOr and

to rend r t.o Oxford the service ",blch I think he can do.

I shall commmlcllte with my New York friend at once re ding hi.

?ro~i.e of $2.000. I ho?e that he will make good on it.

co·..mtry.

LindSAY wro ta IDe S008 time ago that be would see IDe w" en he CNn8 to this

I am expecting t.o .aka connections with Li. either 10 New York or here

1D Princeton. I ahnll have to be in Princeton for one or two ~8 a week from now

until tbe end of the month. but I shall spend most of the time in new York :lflrtl,

because I have a number of people to S80 and ~tly because it i8 nlea6nDt to be

wi th El ennor.

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1935-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Pr~sident ~de10tte September 3, 1936 2

Thank Urs. AydE'10tte very l.eertily for her ldndness to Eleanor on

board the .A.Q.u1 tania. It was deeply appreciated.

I will talk with you on the subject of the possibility of help from

the foundations to the University of Oxford. I should not, in Lindsay's place,

bll'onch the matter at this moment.

the moment 1s In09po~tune.

I have the best of reasons for believing that

My he.'1rty congratulA.t1ons on your successful completion of the

four million dollar fund. That is a record which I believe cannot be duplicated

in this country.

It is pleasant to know ~t the new Rhodes Scholars selection haa

worked 80 well, and I hope that they will contlnue to give a good account of

themselves.

We had a very quiet gumoer at Ahmic. Von ueumnnn was there for three

weeks and ).Irs. Bailey during the entire time. We did !lome work toget.her which I

had found it i!Dpossible to do here in Princetm. The sUIlCer was not an ideal one.

It was too hot at the very outset and rathAr too cool during the rest of the time.

and the drought was agonhing. We came down earlier than usual for the pu.r?Qse

of seeing Eleanor. Jean, as you doubtless know_ returned from England a week

before Elennor and spent the tlme "ith ~ in camp - a very sensible decision on

her part.

t went through 69 Alexander Street on reaching Princeton yesterday

afternoon. I t~oueht it quite charming, and I haVd told Ulss Wise, Rie~lert9

secretary, that Mr'l. Bailey and I meant to evict hp-r and him end all the other

economists and humanists and let Lhp.m return to 20 llass~u Street where th~y have in

easy reach no optometrist, a chiropractor, n corn doctor, a dentiat, and n buIlding

and loan association.

Give my warmest ereetings
Ever

to your wife
sincerely_

and 11£11,
if. -r.

and believe me
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lune 11, 1936.

Dear Dr. flexnerl

I aa about to pOltpone ay le11ing

trom the 17th to 2'tb, eo that elaoet any tima between

the 13th and 23rd, which you .usse.t, .0ul4 do, except

Wadnelda" the 17th, when I ea t1ed up all day. The

18th to 20th would be adm1rable for us or the 20th to

22nd, whichever you prere~. I have a number of other

conference. to arrange ana should like to keep the time

of your visit clear. Por this rea50n I should ap~rec1ete

1t it you would be good enou&h to telephone me, or hove

Mrs. Balley do so, as to when it would suit ou best to

oCIlla.

We collect a few hundred dollars

every day, and now heve only about t7000,to go.

YOurl sinoerely,

Dr. Abraham rlexner, Director
Inlt1tute for Advanced Study
Prinoeton, New lersey
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June 9, 19;;6.

Dear Mrs. lal1ey.

i'-111 you lcL~dl~' tell 111'. Flt>xner that President

£.,)tdelotte w111 At'tend the meeting ot Ute Executive and

F1ns.nce Comaaictf'e )f !.!1e !ns·.. it!ite called for .ooday,

JW1. 15tb, at the City Mldday ~lub, ~e .. Iork City •

• rs. Esther 8. baile:.·
Inst.itute for Ad""'B..llcea .:.t.udjo'
Princet n. II. J.

,
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TIre INSllTUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PIUHCETON. NEW JU5EY

June 8. 1936

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore. Pennsylvania

Uy dear President Aydelottel

A luncheon oeoting of the combined

Execut.ive and Finance Committees of the Inl!l'titute

for Advanced St.udy wl11 be held on Monday. June 15,

at 121~ P. M., at the City Uidday Club, 25 Broad

Street, New York City. at the request of the Director.

Dr. Flexner would be very happy if you also could

be present.

Jlay I ask you 'to let me know if you ,ill

be able to attend?

Very truly yours.

d/J~
Secretary 1
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20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

150 &a8~ 7204 Street
New lork 01~y
Juno 6. 19~

Dear Aydeloti.e I

I ...s glad to get your le~ter this morning.

Y08~orday I was ~ry1ng to work out a program .ith ~he

den~18~ and 1~ loob a8 if I should be tree hom about Idonday" the

l~th" to Tuesday. ~he 2'rd. It so, during ~ha~ week I shall see you

and my niece Ror~en8e, and also make a ~rip ~o Bal~imore and

Princeton.

cacpaign.

I"",

Don'~

delighted tha~ you are abou~ fin1ehitg your big

/
~ry mother one be~ween now and next October.

11th we.roes~ gree~lng8 to you and Mrs. Aydelotte.

Ever sincerely.

I

Proeidem. Prank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Collego
Sw~re, Penn.ylvania

t
} ....

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1935-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



5 June 1936

Dear Dr. li'lexner:

Many thanks for your letter of June
3rd, and heerty oongratulations on your degree from
lowe. I am very muoh intereeted in what you say about
their reoent developments.

Our reeervatione for eailing are, at
the moment, for June 17th, but it looks to me very much
ss if we ehould have to put off our departure for s
week, diffioult as it 1s to ohanae reservations at this
orowdad time.

~ are just about to finish the 001­
leotion of our 84,000,000 endowcent fund. We hove been
making heroio etrorte during the last few weeks and we
have only about ..20,000 to go. That is not a very large
acount but. atter the oollections we have already made,
it is like doing a sprint at the end of a two-mile run:
Uur pledges were oompleted in June 1950, eight months
after the stock market broke, and all our collectione have
been made during the depression. Nevertheless the res­
ponse to our last appeal has been so heartening that I
am confident we ehall oomplete every dollar of the
.4,000,000. But I want to eee it done before I leove
for Europe.

I will keep you informed as to our
plans. We shall be delighted to see you here any time
that you onn epere, snd if thet appears to be impoeeible,
perhaps we oall see you in De" York or Prinoeton.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours sinoerely.

Dr. Abraham J'lexner
150 et 72nd Street
~l_ York, N. Y.
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l!;() Ia.t 72m! Street
New York City

June 7. 1976

Thank you for yours of Yay 28 which I received this morning on

my return from Iowa City where I went to eee what had happened out there in 'the

last twenty years, aleo to make a speeoh and get a degree, though it was the first

item. that attracted me the most.

I was absolutely emased to find the complete reorgan1zation,

rebuilding, and refinancing that had taken place 10 the wake of the raking oyer

the coale which I had given the Medical School in 1908. They haye now one of

the fine,t medical schoole in the country, and they were so pleased with it that

they have gone ahead developing one department after another 1n the seme way BO

that Iowa 1s now one of the leading American univere1tiee - something t.hat I

really did not appreciate.

I em try1.ng to ride about six horaes at. once. I em absolutely

needed here 1n New York at various conferences. From time to time I am needed

in Princeton, and I have also got t.o find tb:1e to spend a few days wit.h Doctor

Frie~ald in Baltimore. Let me know when you and your wUe are BaiUng. I

want to Bee you both, and I shall contrive to do it. at Swarthmore, if' I poseibly

can. If not, in the very last event I shall have to Bee you here. Meanwhile,

I em doing my darndest to take advantage of your invitation.

lith warmest greetings, I am

AIwaye sincerely,

President Prank Aydelot.te
Swarthmore Oollege
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AllESB
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Dear D".'~exner!,. - ~

I had a conterence ll1~h Conj'ers Uea" last n1ght

and he 1s Wld~!'tu\t1ng today to get tilt- uuthor1ties or the

University of Pennsyl~~~~~~ ~?~ ~~~rt~~~~ wn~.~ryn

.awr tn an A~r11cat1vn.t~·tbeBier~cf. CoaRl'tee, ot the
.t. .' t"l' 1. "I

Rockefeller 1'0Iondn~10n for $2000 for Dr. Salo.,on.1: In

.dd1-tion the Un! \ ersl i:.)' of Penn~ylTan.1& w11l put up

$1000, which, ~lLh the $eooo from you, ~ill m.ke hr. a

total sala,'y" ~5UOO. I encloae cOilY at a letter

Which I aa _rUing to Duggan, and 1 think that it you

wrote to Dugga.n in the some .enae, it iiould strengthen

the case.

r ,:;cl.d ~·Ot· nlno copy of £; letter ....hicb I am

wr1ting to Dr. Saloco~. It will at course ue imposs1ble

to get these [!luLt-'rs settled until 6.fter he has returned•

to Germany, b';L :Ie Ctlrl be notified b' let.tl'r or cable

1n a. re~: ·,.&a:<:5 time. Indeed, I shall 'probtibl~ be seeing

him. mysell at Lh9 War burg .!~3tltute in Loudoli tLe 1& t ter

part or JWle.

If you can think or any other suggest10ns 1n

connection with all this. ple.se let Ille know. Our U1. tory

Depart=enta are all enthu.1a.t1c oTer the prospect at

havtng him.
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·.i·... (f Look1n& forward with pleaaure to .eelnc you

here later, I am

...
Ir , .• i J

I'

..
: j:""" ~~ or • G ..

ours slnoerely,
•. ~ .. <. J

" to.

••. 1

.1 " .o~

• f .L l

,.-- ~ C' S' "

'. J r _ J 3
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• .I .!:;rW • '1- "I
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Yours of' the 22nd haa just reached me. I am deeply ratef\tl to you

for your errorta in behalf of Dr. Salamon and 1 think your au Bstlon tlu..t at

the be,;lnn1nr. he should keep in touch with all three lnatitutions is exoellent.

I do hope that the Rookefeller Foundation will put up the 2000.00. Should the

Foundation be anproached directlJ or throuGh the EDer eno~ Committee? Let Q8

]mow if there is &D,Jthlng that I can do, though I think it is better if it is

handled bJ someone immediately interested, like yourself or Read. Salamon 1s

another caS8 of Wlioh one can say "lika the bue Indian 'llho threw a'W8.;' a pearl

rioher than all his tribe".

I wish I could mention 8 date now to cane down to spend a week-end

with you and your wife beFore e ~o to Canada in Julj, hut here ia the situation:

This afternoon I mwt EO to Baltimore to see DrJ aister. who haa boen ill there

and whcu I expect to bring baok to Hew York with me. :'ext week-end I am to be

in Iowa Cit:" where I make the Co;umencement speech - something 1 have put off

for :rears and finally 8!?"eed to do out of re~ard for a wbe &nd dear old 1'riend.

lLr. II. R. Boyd, who 1s C>.ainnan of the Executive Commit"ee at the niversity.

I want then to spend 8 week-end with the ~delottes and also to Bee my niece.

ltra. K.in;:-. while I am wi th them. Sanehow or other I hO?e to "ork it all in.

,ith beat reetin s.
ver sincerely I
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Y 22, 19<:6.

Dear Dr. Plexner.

The sit tioD 1n regard to Dl. ~.lo.on 18 as tollo.s.

The OniTer.ity ot Penn'ylvania see~s to De etinitel, inter­

e.ted and ~ould hava aore opportunity tor him than either

Swert~ore or Bryn Mawr. It you can 1nd '2000 and 1t the

Rocketellera will put up '2000, 1t 1s Juat poasible that we

asy get a '1000 troa the OniTer.1ty, thus makIng h1a a aalary

ot 'WOO, w ch would be better than '.000. It 1t can be

managed, h1s work would be pr1aarily at the UniTers1ty ot

Penn.ylTan1a, but the UDderatanding would be that he would

g1ve a cour •• , or at least soce lecture., at ••rt~ore and

at Bryn Mawr as well. We .hould naturally try to arrange

thia .0 a. not to oTerburden h1a with work. It would, how­

aTer, be aoat uaeful to haye him in touch w1th all three

in.t1tution. trom the point ot view of finding a p r~&Lcnt

place in the end.

Tne success or this • ole plan de1Je,..da u!Jon t .• Un1­

versity o~ Pennsylvania. lIanning informs me that an arranae-

aant • been made tor Dr. "'.la.on to come dom on Saturday

to c .ult Co er. Read, and I hope the thing ill be da

defin1te than ao that we can go ahead to aa~e a~pl1cation to

) the Rockefeller ~oundation. I. 11 kee you

further developments.

orlied •• to

Dr. Abrahaa Plaxner, Director
Inst1tute for Adyanced ~tudy
Princeton, I •• Jersey
C.C. aent to 160 B.72nd 8t.

Hew iork City

Yours sincerely,
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lIay 19, 19M.

Daar Dr. r1exnera

I was walted Q on today by a re resentatlya or the

l .... ~. Wh1te Coapen)', pUbllshers ot the "Hationa1 Enc)'c10­

pedia ot AJlerlcau Elograph;r,· a work ot reterence, 10 "hich

they wlsh to loclude a blography of .e. They ou1d 11ke to

lUustrats thll :>logra !ly "Ub a plctur~, f:>r !llc'!' bey

want ae to pa;y ~OO.OO. I told the man that I had ade lt

a rule never to a110" 87 plctU!'e to be loc1:>ded 10 "orks

ot referenoe • en a charge was aade ror in.art g 1\. Be

sbowad .. a sup1e copy of· the book lth blogr P 8S ot

rourse~ and a Gre t many other co~eGe sod unlverslt)'

presldenta, aU ot t~em ll1ustrated 10 thls ~ny, and I

thereupon wondered whether tbis waa a puollcptlon tor "hlch

I ought to make an exceptlon. I do not especlelly a1nc1 the

'100.00, but do not 11ks tbe prloclple of t'le th1nl. I

should appre lete lt vPry much lt you would .1ye ae the

benetlt ot your adYlce.

Yours s aerelYJ

Dr. Abraha. Flexner, Director
The Instltute tor Advanced 8t r
Prloceton, B. l.
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lIay 15, 19116.

Dear Dr. Plexnerl

By all Ileana le t us know when

you nre free to come to see us. Tte week-end

ot 11& IlOtb s111 do very well tor us, or the

bee1nn ! ot that week, ay 25th to 27th, or

the ...ell:-end ot June 13th. The week-end of

June 6th ~ould be out becausa ot our Comaence-

lIent.

Loo rorward with great

pleasure to aeeing you, I ..

Yours s1noerely.

Dr. Abraham Plexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Pr1nceton, roe. Jersey
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llny 12, 1936

Dear Aydelotte:

I pro.! 'Jed only a d&,)" or two O€O to spend

the week-end of Way 22 with Yr. Bamberger and Mrs, Fuld,

but I shall be very haJ'i'Y 1 ndeed to come down to see you

some other week-end 1'11 llq or earlr June, for I want

soaetime 0 go In th~ n~lghborhnod of Philadelptia

oartly for the purpo I) of sellling you and your rife end

partly to see m1 niece, Mr•• Xing.

ThAnk: vou very much tor the invl tation. Ma.;y

I let you know definitely laterl

Ever sincerely.

Prenident PrAnk Aydelotte
S~rthmore Colleee
Swarthmore, PennaylTnn1a

c.:!.
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JIll)' li, le1l6.

Dear Dr. Plaxner.

ould you have tin to cO"e down to

alllte u. a little visit dur1n& tbi. aonth bile Anne

1& a..;,? T.....hall be glad to have you alJlo.t any

tiae that i. oonvenient for you. What about May 21.t

or 22nd for a 10 weelt-end? warthmore 1. lovely

at thia tiae or year, and it would give u. great

pleasure to have you.

Yours sinctlr l},

Dr. Abrahaa Plexner, Director
Institute ror Advanced StUdy
Princetan, II. J.
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Dear lll'. 1'1"""."1

tbenk. to.. the oopl•• ot the mnut..

ot JanuaJ')' ll. 19:12 aDd JenU&lT 1&. 111:11. The•• -.I<.

rq tU.. 0OlllPl.t••

I bear tro. the Schoenblll'l!. thet the dc>o•

.... • sre.t 111100.... W...... t.rr1bl,. eo....,. to ha....

to >d•• it.

Wlth 1dDd•• t 1"8Sard.. I ..

Tour.......,. dno...ol,.,

Dl'. Abrahaa F1un....
The In.Utut. to.. ,ld...anced Stud,..
20 W••••n 8t....t,
"*tIl! ton. II.. J .....,..
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Dear .~elotte:

On returning to the ornee this mor,l! 1 find yours

of the 7th. and I Ml sending you herewith oopies ot the Inutes of

the two .eet1n~s whioh are missiI1& fr<D. your tiles.

I think that you and ! 1dll have to sticIe to rean

Russell I S oOlllnithe (Jurir. the lifetime of re. &eha. !'tcr that

~ will both be free to do as we choose. t have really no interest

in oamml, tees of this sort, because if the bead of an institution

h not cotlpetent to solve a problem no oem:m1ttee on earth can

enable him to do 80.

11th all Dod wisheD,

Sinoerely yours,

fr sldeut Frank }~delotte

-narthl:lore College
SwartMore, Pennsylvania
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February 7, !9~6.

Dear Dr. llexnert

I ... very much in rested in the minute. ot tile laot

~eet1ng, whicb reacbed me this morning. I bad .een the announce­

ment ot appoint nt., etc., in tbe Ne_ York Ti.a. a week sgo.

! thought . oar own report moat Lapre.siv., and it seems

to as exoeedingly valuable to have you record in th a we, the

principU. up~n which t e In.t.1tute i. ""sed aud t"e alms ...hlcb

.hould con.tanU7 be !ll!lpt bafore it. I bave yseU troll tima to

tlJ:ie looked back ov~r your reports .~~icb "'ere _de at earlier

lteet1nlS and he ve en enoDeou.l) lIIpr ...ed lth the wd ot

prlnc1ple. bul1t up in thell po.r by ,aar. In thl. connectlon

I should be gratetul it IIr •• 311&)"0'" d look lnw her fU••

see .h.t~er she can sec.d me the minute. or tl e eUng beld

Januar)' 16, 1931, and Januar) 11, 19u. II tile 1. cao~lete, ex-

cept tor these two, ~~lch [ have 10 ~om. canner ~i81a10.

I believe I am going to soe ~ou "l~h Hoasell next ~~es-

day atternoon at 3115. In a weak lI0&8nt I pro 1 D••n Ruese!1

to be a a bar ot a committee on hi. lectureship, but I Intend to

re.ign it it ap~ears that it ls folng to involvo ",any meetlne••

We are beck froll Florida atter a mo.t dellghttul v.cation

ot two weeka and a bIlU, both ot UI teeling extre a flt.

Wlth affectlonate regerds, 1n bieh .erle Joins, to

Anne and. ;;ouraelt, r WI

i ours binoere 1) ,

\

Dr. "bra F
Ins tltute tor
Princeton, II.

exner, Di-ector
vanoed l,j t;;c1 '

J.
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J ry 13, 1936.
Die t ted J • 10.

Desr Dr. 'lexner,

We were very sorry a t. you could no t

co e over tor oar dinner for Lord J,.,()th1an. I

glad to ssy th t fiiet er c e 1d spent the nhht

with us, d tOOK a most intere.tinl t in our

atter-dinner discussion.

Lothi has Just gone ott to Boston and

Canada. 1 believe he i. going to stop tor a ni ht

with 0" L&J:lont in lIew Y"rl< about he I'Oth ot J uary,

but he has pro:Used. to hurry throu his engag ents

and Join us at Dr. rtid. in Pala BU_h tor two or

three days ot golt betore he returns to Engl d for

the opening ot P~liament. It i. a very American

scheaule.

Karie and 1 leave toaorrow to stay with

the Kar tins until Ute end "t Jan ry , d conse'tuent

I shall not be able to att

"t Trustees n the 27th.

the :!leeting of the Board

I

With war est regards to Anne d }'oursel.!,

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abrah"'l er, Director
~e Institute tor Adv cad Study
~ Princeton, II. J.
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THE INmnrrE FOIl AOV/\,....CED S11IDY

January 2. 1936

Dear qdelotte:

Thank you for your kind note received this

morning. Nothing 'WOuld give me greater pleasure than

to accept your 1m-1tation to meet Lord Lothian at

SwarthlDore on the eTening of January 8th. but,

unfortunately. Anne and I haTe a previous engagement

of lOD« standing whioh I cannot break. Perhaps it

may be possible to aeet Lothian and yourself some

other time. Is he going to be in Hew York. and is

he all dated. up already? lte shall be returning to

Princeton on January 14th.

With all good wishes to you aDd your wite.

lover sincerely.

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF/J.!CE
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Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am Tery lIII1eb 14teres ted ln

October 25, 1935.

t you write a ut

Protesaor urant's son, dIe say at onoe tbat lt

he 10 14 tbe class w1th Joachill • ..,.1, there II be no

dl!t1culty about our f1nd1ng scholarship aid tor bill at

Swart re, and we aho ••leo e him 88 & Qember ot

the student body. Could Professor Courant bring b1Jl d01lIl

to lee us, at which u.... be could ve a talk wlth the

Dean abont the hole questlon d as to how allch IIOney

the boy would n ? 'jIe could thMl check up on his pre-

para tory school SUbjects d put b1Jl do~ tentatlvely

tor next years clasa. I th1nk It important that the bo7

vlslt bwart re, bees a he 0 ht to want to cOila here
.

lf ha 10 to get the beot froll the College. Our experlence

1a that a vlslt and lome contaot

10 likely to produce th t result.

th the undergraduates

Dr. Abraham ~laxner, Dlrector
a Inlt1tute tor Advanced Btudy

Princeton, I. J.

Yours s1ncerely,

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1935-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



October 24, 1935.

-
Dear Dr. FIe er'

I

the representstive of the Ins itute at Al

ina\l&Ul'a tisn •

s

Valentinels

I ppreci~ every wcrmly your •
ention of Bill for a possible instructorship at -

Princeton. ae feel. th.t he is cominS to the t1lle

eo he Will ve ot as lIUeh trOll hi. ,ob in

as ton in he way f exrer ience as it is po.-

sib • for to tet, and be would l1ke to tind

c experience,

an oad..ie position with so e future

.e 1> ee 10 e.biDlt?D ..as not acad

it. lie

it bas, I tbink, been most u.eful to hi. develop~ent.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. braho J'lexner. Director
--~~he Institute for v need Study

Prloceton, H. :T.
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20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Ootober 24, 1935

Dear ~.lott.,

Profesaor Courant, now profeseor of mathematios in

Rn York University and formerly chairman of the depe.rtz:l.ent of

...thematioa, in its pahll;y d~a, lILt Goettingen, haa a young son who

will be ready to enter oollese at the end or this year. He ill an

extrm:lely oapable boy. The question of i'unds 1e naturally urgent.

Protenor Courant has asked me where the boy ought to go and. "fIhat

Icholarah1p aid could be obtained. it allJ. I advised his going to

Swarthmore but told hiJll that I oould tell him nothing about the

8choluahip poulbilit1ea, nor does he know that I am. Dlald.:ng inquiry.

I will, however, be happy to tranmit to h1Jl 8IJY information thAt

you~ send me. I th.1nk au w111 f'ind that intelleotually he 1.

in the clue of JoaohiJD. eyl.

With all good wishes,

Ever sinoerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
SwartbBore ColleGe
Swartlaore, PennsylT&n1a
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Dear A.3'delotte:

The Institute haB beon requested to Bend & representative

to the inauguration of Alan Valentine as President of the Unil'ers1 ty

of Rochester. Innamuch as I note from the program thnt you are going

to be there anywa,y. I have taken the liberty of naming you as the

repre8ent~tlTe of the Institute. giving your title na Kember of the

Boa.rd of Trustees.

I note that my brother 1s also going.

Bill wrote me en excellent letter. which I fonrarded to

Dodds. ),(y improssion 1& that thq are seeking a man who haa had some

academic eX})&rlence nlroady.

AlWBJS sincerely.

c. d.
President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:llSB
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• ett r,ft Mcb

~ t 51! ing.

u ... e ~~c

tb 0 in

P LJ .0_ e,
,ttered by Cbe aeti n of he girls in

er~~!iBJ•
r17 foot;athletics, partie

who were 1nctlt• _ -":'L;:'

III 'CeO LaaulA GO .'CLIejoebl 1 d

'1~IIl\ oj Ile a 1l8r:ILA edj 'to '(3 La .0.1 Il

'IJlO a .,. I • ad

r' Tift

rollo in, our conversatl

«10 0 •-'I

'0' e'l0 te

a li5hing their sor ricies.

These aatters or discontent e e to a head at

the ual dinner of the P~iLaCI~ph1 1 Giu t Meh

President Dodds sp e ry. •
They ediately org i.ed a Joint eo~ttee,

co sisting of representatives of the Alumni, cuI ty, d

the Board, to discuss all the uestions at is.ue. Thi. eom-

mit tee met at i tervals dur g tha spri , d in tho elld e e

to the ellnolll.iOl1 that t we lleeded more th any thin. elae

was machinary of pllblici~ 'h1eh wou d let Alumni ot the College

know '0' twas re ly going on here. Thi. need ~The Q net

Le tern is tended to .upply.

T"e tirst n ber cant in. state-eDt dr. up

by member. of .co ttee on tha poll a the Colles:e

d report. on at etic. d .ocial life hieh are a de at

the aeetins: of the A~ A.sociatioll in June d ich were

so favora y ree hed h t they were ordered to be printed
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Octobar 3, 1935.

Dear Dr. la:mar'

• th' s for tha copy of the I,,, W" 1a t

oont Ulich'a article. Aa a .atter of fact

OUch sent one himaaU by tl a s a IUU, so I

.. return1nl yours in casa you mould Wllnt it. I

intand to go up to C bridga to hava a talk nth

h1a about our situation at S artnaore as soon a.

I get tUngs .a11 started hara in ordar to find

out What r ha would be interasted. in o:>ming to ua.

I .. gl d to h r the a 11 opening ao

.all at tha Institute, c report t ..a a a thing

about o.arth80re. Both our facuU:, d at ant body

ara, I think, strongar t they have ever been,

I am delighted nth t~a nth'ni... of bo gronpa.

Dread.. has Just been hare 'or a cOUJIla ot

days, and has no" gone ort to Princeton for his

snester there. a had so~a talk a ut Schoenberg,

but neither Dreaden r I aaa how we can 8llI<e a peru-

Yours sincere

nent placa tor h18 hera. I hope .a c

to • good poaition alaawhare.

Dr. Abraham rla:ma~t Director
rhe .Inetituta for &aV ad Stu
Princaton, •• J.

pass b.1a on

,
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Dear ~delotte:

I am sending you herewith .. oopy of a journal oalled

The Hew H"_n1at, whioh oonta1ne a brief article by Ul1ob. It will

glT8 you a good idea of hiB capao! ty IUId point ot view, I l!IIIl allo

sending you a oopy of a letter whioh I wrote him rogarding 1t. I see

no rouon 'ffby, after 'Waiting so long on Harvard, you should not invite

hia to Swarthmore any time you pIeaae MId, it he tits your situation,

go .s far ae you pleue in your negotiations with him..

The new year has opened most &usplo1ouely. Workors have

oCZ!.e f'rCID. maD¥ European oountries and the onthuaiam at F1ne Ball

reminds one of a Presidential convention.

Heartiest r;reeting. to you and Ilre. qdelotte.

Ever a1noerely,

Pre8ident Frank A¥delotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennaylvania
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Se~t.~ber 18, lJ3 •

Dear Dr. 7 ...exnerl

of yo

I de:ilbted to receive the copy

letter to Arth r Bu Iowa. It is exactly the

advice ch I lave II d representa wh t I believe

to be the truth.

I ~ very Iluch interested in your

report on the real estate s1tuQt1on

to the Ext eating or the Site Co

d look C:>r ard

ttee.

e • a very bUJY ere opening

wha t pr:>ll.1ses to be .e be, t ~ e r slnce I os .• to

6w truoor••

Yours sincerely,

Dr. 4brahac Flexner, Director
The I~.tit te Cor Adva~ced Study
Princeton, N. 1.
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Dea.r A1delottet

lira .. Bailey transm.1tted your menage to me rege.rd11l&

Arthur Bul101l't1 and I wrote b.1m. in reply the enolosed note.

I ahall Tibrate between New York and Prinoeton this week

and go down to Princeton not later than Saturd~ for good and all.

Apparently the real estate matter baa been very Yell

handled b;y Wr.. 'fhcmsa.s .. I 8JIl to s eo 1£r.. J&Laa. today or tomorrow

and h. hop.s to be able to 01.11 a meet1.n& TOry shortly in order to

add the till1ah1ng touches to Mr. 'fhom.u'. work.

Tou and your wife came to Ca:aa.da at preoisely the right

time. The weather became uncertain and moetly cold shortly after

you lett. Anne, however, 18 atill up there and will not reaoh

w~ York until about Thuraday.

With arteotionate greetinga aDd beat wishes to you both.

Ever sinoerely.

President Frank Afdelotte
Swarthmore College
Swartbmore, Pennsylvania
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ABR... H ...... FLEXHER

MAGNIITAWAN VIA eUlue. FAI..~

ONTARIO. CANADA

Sef-te:nber 2, 19}5

Deer J.ydelotte:

Thank lOU for your kind note o~ AUgtHt 28 e.n1 for the trouble you

are tek1ng to find n prlnclp~l who may succeed ~r . 2arle whon ahe reaigns.

I am eure that '188 Albertson would be excellent except erhepa in one re recto

r'he el!U!lOe to 1116 to 1-e too gen Ie a per"or•• The school r.eeds at Is head a vivid

rer o·ellty auch 8a be h 'i Pine an:i "rtl. Eerle po essed. It. ~y he tl':.at

IIhe poe8eS8e8 tho8e qualities thet r h8ve in mind. Ihat do you think?

.e h&V~ hsd 8 cold week. but it is warming up V'le moTnln~. The

t mperature fdll ar low 88 forty - a very unu8ual lncide~t for the mor.th of

August. It we. rether the eort of weather that one might look for here at the

enl of September. This c:.or"lr. it E-p CEre that we are in for e.mth r pell of

delilhtful ~eather, end we ri~l cot flr.d it rece88ary to kee. the fire blazing

dl dEy 10n(.

Anne (Or-Hnues to pla.y golf and frectlec, end 1 em abf!olutely welL

Yelllerd6.Y I took a three-mila wElk u. to which I ",ave gr8du£.11y worlce:;f. It

di1 not weary me in the leBet. y diet has becn 6. lood d.~~n18r&ed both ae

to mount en~ 88 to ingr~dient8, ~o I thlr.k I msy b~ struck of! the ~lck liat

for once and all.

Ele~nor ie in .cw York today etertin~ ~er work.

nne end 1 nd "r . csi 'e:>' are holdint; +he fort. .t Ahmic.

ua j01n in a.ttectloute greeti;,gll to you and r • Aydelotte •

.:.ver .incerely,

All of

Preel.dent Fr ok bydolott..e
S ert..hmore Co 11 ege
SII'srthmore, Pt ~e Ivani.

C<. T

(
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£8 A st 1935

oj
Dear Dr. Flemer:

•.ny tb nks for your letter of .ufUst

F.3rd. &lll delighted to ioe.lr th t 'I II are ol<ln nch ~lne

progress physic ly, and bo e at 'I u ill feel thorougbly

n t by the tLoe tn t 'IOU retCU'n to Jle. ¥or 1:1 Septel.ter.

~e loo~ bac on our visit wit the gr dtest of ple~sure, and

came bac" in thoroughly sound condi tion for work bere. I

::lu.t sa,. ths t tn. wutber iQ "..artb ore since our re turn,

has been st delightfully cool, so that e sleep under b n-

keto d .la. fol! 8ithout the sl1 bteat disc,afort.

h ve talked over the ue.tion of a

bead lor .i.s Fine'a School ith r •• Bl ah r. d

suggeated th t, if the po.ition co d be en 11 b,

Kary Albert.on ..ould be ideal for it. You mo... her I of

cou~~e, an can estimate her p r on 1 ~ 11 1.s. he 10 a

fine teacher, has had sever 1 18 rs' ex ~rlenee in a school,

11 at the slas time a real acholar, nd h s e k1nd Q P r-

aonnlit; tQ ~ • bel' efrective in de.ling wi h line people.

I have no idee ahe her ahe ..ould be interested. Th o·,ld

de'end on .hether she .as ore interested in schol I' hip or

in teachin-. but if ahe h"d

be confident of .er success

Ch ce to undert ke 1~, I sh~ ld
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER

MAo".nAWA". VIA BURI(5 FA~~5

ONTARIO. CA".ADA

Dear Aydelotte:

any thanks for your letter of' AU1.\l8t 18. It wae a great

p1ea~ure to have you and yOur wife with U8. ~8d you staid 8 d~ or two

lancer, you would have enjoyed some genuine Ahmic weether, for a breeze has

sprung up from the '·orUl, end we are gator about in woollens.

I had not heard of' the death of' ':'11f'00 Powell. I sympathize

-

with you an:!. wi th ell t.he othf"r [00:1 caus a with which he weB identified.

I em writing Ur"". Powell a note, which I feel, however, i'" altogether

inadequate to her gr lef 8r11 thet. of he r children.

Anne joins me in all good wiehes t.o you, !'r • Aydelotte, and 9111.

Ever roincere1y,

(7:
I

P.s.
I have t:IIlde very great ;,rogresB phY8ic~lly in the 1aat few dayB.

Last n1-ht I et.e a quite Bubetenthl dir.ner without ill efrecta.
A.P.

Pre9ident Frank Aydelotte
Swarth:tore College
S9Ierthmore, Pennsy lvania

AF:K"'B
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2 August 1935

Dear Dr • .P'llJrner:

Uany thanks for your lstter of
July 29th. As the time epproaohee, Marie end I both
deoide that it .ould be ellsisr to go up by trsin,
especially 88 the time teble seems to be more conven­
isnt thsn in psst years. We find thst we osn leevs
Philedelphie at 4:40 p~ .• errive in Toronto 7:55 the
next morning, leave Toronto at 11:05 &Ill.) reaohl:tg
Sootia et 3:45 pm. My reoolleotion is that your
direction W88 to leeve the train at Scotia and that
you could ~end to meet us thera. Please let me know
whether this Is convenient.

It it 8UttS you then, 'Je shall
leave here on Thursday. August 8th, and reach Sootia
at 3:46 pM., standard time, Friday afternoon, August
9th. Thie i8 e day later tban we bed planned, but
it S8eMS almost neoessary for Us to be bere through
tbe 8th to finiah up oertain detaila of oollege .ork.
Ie than oan go off .ith a long sigh of relier, .hioh
.ill be eohoed moat beartily io SWSrthmore both by mem­
bera or our atarf and Board or Menagers. lJe bevo hed
a very atrenuOUB summer, getting a number of things
dons .hiob very muoh needed doing.

Looking forwerd .ith keen pleeoure
to a boliday .ith suoh delightful people in suoh beeuti­
ful surroundings, I am

,
Your 8 sinoere ly J

Dr. Abrehem Flexner
Uagnetawen. vie Burks FolIa
Ontario, Canada
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ABRAHAM FLEXN£R

MAGNnAWAN. VI'" BURKS FAL.LS

ONTARIO, CANAD...

Dear Aydelotte,

July 29th, 1935.

Thank you very much for your g~nerouB estimate of the Atlantic
article. You will be interested to know that I am hearing
fsvorFbly pbout it fro~ mPny sources - Includin[ for exemple
such rer.Jote end unf"'XT'ected plpcee fiB the DpllpB. Te7".2s ne"8-
pt1pers( ,

e prp expectinc the WOodwBIde tomorrow, end you pnd your wife
on the 8th. There are t 0 ways to repch U8, There 1s a poor
dirt road from Burke FaIle to Urs. Daly's farm where we get
our vegetAbles; there is no mer to GUide you, pnd p good rneny
croBB-roAds fit which you would hPve to stop In the hope of
finding SOMeone who could direct you. A spfer plan Is to
drive to l~gnetawan. where we will Meet you ~ith the boet _
a ~tter of only fifteen or twenty ~inuteB' boet ride. ~t

Y8gnetaw~n we c~n do one of two things - either pprk the car in
a g~r~ee in llagnetawan, or brine with us in th~ boat someone
~ho kno~s t1e road from llagnetawan to the ferm. You will
certRinly not be troubline us in t~'le least no r:!:IEItter bieb pl~n

you pu:-sue. Just let us know sour prefer~nce P dey in edvence.

The ~epth~r is deliciously cool and brtcht, snd we are do\n on
our knee. daily in the hope tlu>t It T'lB.y continue ao till the
end of your stay, whptever heppens afte~~rdB:

·ith sll cood -tshes, in m fch Anne and SleRnor join --

Ever sincerely
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J'ul:r 25,1935

Dear Dr. Flexnerl

• th s tor :rour note ot J'ul:r Plst. I w s.Ju.t

about to wr1ta :rou this 1I0rning .1nce I d the ple sure last n1 t

ot read1ng :ro ver:r 1apr..s1...e art1cle in this aonth l s Atlli11t1c.

D1d 7011 see the edi torial on it 1n the He York T1aes?

YOll lIal<e 70ur case w1th such aoderation nd th ollUch

underst 1ng ot the other s1de that your article i. certain to h ....

great we1ght w1 th thinldng peopl.. Untortunatel:r I atraid t 1t

do.. IlOt &U!u-ant•• its baYing much in! ence with Congres.. It oa-

t1aes looks to .a it the Jorit;r 1n .ashin ton had de.cended al-

aost to the lIOunteb l ....el d base eir action 1 gel:r on the 1a-

pre..10n. ell the:r e on the newspaper s. .y e l1ke a tIll.tes

....eryone kno••° "pla:r to the gellerT"

is the poorest poss1bl. m..ber ot y t. •

athl.te of t t type

I congratulate you on a

beautifully written

both .ide •

weighty prot•• t .g at the extremists OD

OUr plans r .....in the a_ so tar as our Yi.it to Canada

1s concerned. • 1ntend to dr1.... up 1n the Ford dare countiDl on

1t. tel<1ng u••bout three day.. We .hell e the tr1p • rath.r

1 sur.l:r one end it we encounter a good golf cour•• on tile y, we

lIUly .top for a g e. We shall plan to reach etawen aOllet1ae on

the 8th. !tit t ns out to be ten1ble, "fe ohnll try to arr1.... at

the t1a. you are coa1ng o....r for tile rn1ng il, bllt it ". c ot

do t, e. can send :rou a telegr... at l.ast teenty-tour ho s 1n

ad... c., lett1ng 70U know the probable tia. ot arr1Yal.
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llaCDet.wlUl to

-2-

Would it not be feasible for Q. to drive from

e f&rllhou.e near your Cup where yOll get your vege-

ta~es. I r_ber t 15 hat tile IIIUl did hen he .et .e at til a

able a. a plan of... tor at Scotia. It tIlsre 1. llch. th.1Dg obt

tho.e country rosds IUld you could .end 1t to • I .W'e e should

have no d1tf1culty in f'Dding our y. eed we could probably do it

atthoQt t. 1'b1. would .ave you a long trip to ••gnet wan to .eet

u. end ould give u. the Ford near the c p in ca.e we had any use

for 1t for purpos•.

1a Joins e in affect10 t ood 1shes to all of

yOQ d IIOst del1shttul anticipations of our v1s1t. lie have had a

good ttao here but hne been very bUSy and 100'<: forward at til keen

plea.ure to tIli. l1ttle break.

Yours very sincerely.

!brah Flexner, Esq.,
Ingl..1de, IIagnetawlUl,
Ontar10, Canad••
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INCLESIOE,

MACN ETAWAN,

ONTARIO.

JUly 21. 1935.

Dear Aydelotte.

I hove your no~e of July 8. As I nove with me only
8 ~1-8-year secretary, in t~e person of ~le8nor, I am
=i tine only brl ef hotes. Thi. i. to tell you the t
ithile we Mve bed rather wsra .ee.ther this week, there
has b~en no Buch heat a8 we read of 1n the Tl~e8. end
the night. hove been glorious. We shell exrect you
end Karie about August 8th. snd will meet you ~lth

the motor-boat at Yagnetawan in CBBe you co~e by motor.
If you come b,y train, we will ~eet you with a motor at
Scotia, for the good dey train from Toronto no laneer
goee 88 far &e Burke Fal18~ It leaves Toronto about
11 a.m. (Standard Tims) and arrives at Scotia .t 3.45.
Just l~t us know by letter or telegram and choose
your O~ date, and method of conveyance. And stay &8
long 8a you canl

All of us Join 1n love end good wishes.

Ever sincerely ---
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Dear Dr. Fle:merl

llaDy th

July 8, 19115.

s tor your letter ot Jnly 6th. I be-

11...a. 1e has arranged for us to ar~1... et your c p

abont tha 8

1n onr Pord tor the sa~e or enjoy1ng tha country, espec1ally

the Canadl lakes on the. • 'Ie shall let you laIow

a t this, ho ever, aore 1n de 1 at the eDd or the

aonth. 'Ie are extre ely quiat d restfUl

t1aa so far here 1n war thJlore, and I aa i1nng self

the luxury of gatt1ng cau- t np wlth all kinds or detal1s

1n IIY work, I IlJIl al 0 Und1n tl a to do so e reading

WhiCh has baen accumula t OD .-r shel"es for the year

post. T e waather for t.e &ast part has boen perfect.

We look forward w1th all t 'a aore pleasure to

our stay at your camp because that vlslt, together th

the driva up a 11 proba'ly constltute our vaca-

tlon for thi s year.

'11th w&raest regard., I

Yours s1ncerely,

Dr. Abr Flexner
We etawan
V1a Burk's ,all.
Ontarl0, Canada
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Dear ~dolotte:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

• NASSAU STREET

ra!1((TJOl'C, liEW JDJ.lY

CMIU. --.&1 ....nnvn. ""_...... JU,U."t

July 6, 1935
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I a.o eorry not to have been able to Toply tc your otfer ot the

26th. Thore waG Ilbsolutely nothiUJ:', har. ver, that I could have said, llnd

I was m~~ile busy answerin~ letters by hand - a diseirline to which I have

rrcmn quite unaoQustOCled. ,;edneoday, bOl'."Cvor, I saw.wr. ;.:aass nd he told

me th t -T. Thaa:w.s ot the Fr1noeton rJank had informed h1Jll that there would

be soce foreclosure sales of certain of the lots connectin tXe Olden Para

-ith the golf oourse. Ee oO'trJ.unicated with r. 0; be'l"t"or • Ba::lberroor

authori~ed bin to rurohas8 t1.em tor the lust! ~u ;e. -e are by this not

ocr.mdtted to 8.IJY ptirticular 8ih, but it these lots had been a.lloTted to l:et

into other hands our buildinr. plaDS mir:ht have been very reatly comrlion.ted •

.Anne talked with Lta.rie over the telerhone the other nlf.ht snd

tells me that abe hopes to have you both visit us so tht..t your vis! t will

overlap with the uood-.rds', who c=s to omp about the lst o£ Augtzl t. e

shall have ..ny a "'ood talk t .... en. l.:eatnd11le, our

&.Dd to Dill.

Ever sinoerely,

_e"t re dG to you both

.rosident Frank _\ydelotte
Swarthcore College
Slt'IU"tbmoro, Penns:!1vania

C; -j-.

7
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r. '11 , vi ;'0:- l~ e - t..
c1 not . .

0 " 0 ~ •-
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0 S:tc ,'0 .. ,, .
I n- .,.r'i ou;- lot r to hi", I
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Jllne ea, 1935.

ear Dr. Flexner:

I a. i Ie. York on Konda; and called

your apart2ant, bnt fo that yon .ere in Princeton.

en do yon lea.e for Oanada? Ha.e yon . p ans for

a ..eeti of tbe Bite Committee betore JOu go?

11 there thing I c ° to belp you with Iustitnte

affairs at t • _ent? I Ill1 ay.eU dpt in

wart:1JIOre by "ulous coll ge d jt lea ...Ip.cia 1y

plans for our "or" in Diolog-h 'lhicl h..e baen

speeded up by final pay ent in ca.h of t e lsst

of t~e 9JO,JOO ift from •• Kirby. I bo a you

ara .pe~ding anon b ti.e in Pri~caton to get tha

fUll benafit of the "eather ich "e baya baan

baYing tely.

\

With war~ refards ~o e

'I'Ol1rS s1ncerey,

Dr. Abrab.... Flamer. I:1r ..ctor
Inatitute • or Adv mced 6tudy
PrLlcet n, •. J.

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1935-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Kay 2, 1935.

De Dr. Flexner:

Pres1de.t Ay elotte ttUn.ts you 11 be

1nteres ted 1n the c1~ ed ~torlal trOD yesterday's

I

Phi18delpbi livening Bullet1n.

Yours s1. cerely,

• br= Flexner, Director
the Ins~ tate !"or Advanced "udy
Pr1cc:e ton, • J.
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e Dr. Fle:mer I

yester ytsnounc nt,

Congratulation. on Lbe H[UI~~tie. &0­

ich I aa glad to aee

t .\lcb

papera. I had been ex;ecting it for ao e ya.

I th~ you are quite riaht

a lett r lU you suueat •. uld be 1I'ritten to

rao1<turter, and I .. 1I'r1ting it this Ilornilla.

e were ~ee.11 d1.a~po1nted to Ria.

tbe garden party, and can

1 ",as.

ine how deli-httul

1.ooltloa for"ard itb pleaaure to aeeina

you on Friday, I em

Yours s1'1cere.y,

Dr. Abraha Flexner, Director
The Inatitute for Advanced Study
Princetcn, lew Jeraey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
AUIiMlII .. HOV',"""

C .
IlI.UU1 II .

,~toCJ..., •••
W,ll.,U .... ""WAoQ

Yu:,.C'_...
UMI/UII. uJH.-.

T".,.,.,
lU ... KJlUI

,fUIlIU' T" ...."'"
....... A'JIlUlJtn

$Hrd.,

Q1'lIU I. U,U.Y

"'lUf••1 $tcrt!.'7

....... " ... ,u:lI:IIU

D".un ./,... llUhl.l.

Dear Aydelotte:

10 NASSAU STR££T

I'IUSc:noS. NIW JIUS"

COlLI. ,oIIhU" f.l.lll1ltun I'llUltnIlJl 1iI1.. JI-UIY

April 29, 1935

nVlnu
,Ul<1: AI'DfUlnS....................
~111;M&U,

.......IlUC n.u:"n
'UIlI: n,UIIUUlnJI.

JUUUI "".DQlW<lLII

J"". l. lLUIIllI

""'''1011 a. IICIUaHlll1f

II.UI \IlL G. U:l.~

lluun fl .

.......a ' ...
WALtQ InWAIt

I'UCl' to nuUI

O....&Ul~Lt_,. K. 1nU

llrl nUl1u.o

LOVII -........u.gu

1oIU, ULUIIVU

A.F.

I have been lIOndering whether it lIIOuld not be good form, inasmuoh as

;you have talked with Frankfurter, for you to write h1m a letter ?!bioh would run

somewhat UI followa::

''My dear Franld"urter:
At a meeting of the membere of' the corporation,

The lnatltute for Advanoed Study. bel~~~11 8, 1935, the
Committee on Nominations reoommended/the re-election of
Messrs. Straus and Flexner. This recorrmendation was
unanimously adopted. I should like to renew the expression
of my regret that the Committee found it advisable to take
the step whioh I had previouely disoussed with you.

Very sinoerely yours"

Of oourse, you can use your 0l'ID. judgment about this, but it seElLll8 to me that it

would be B. nioe way of finishing off the chapter.

I am sorry tor the time and trouble and atmoyanoe that the inoident

has oaused you, and I need not say haw deeply I appreciate your taot, as well as

your Willingness to step into the breaoh.

Al~s sinoerely yours,

P.S. It is too bad that you and Marie miesed the garden party Saturday. The
day lIl'8.S per1.'eot. Praotioally all of the advanoed nathema.tloiane and their wives
foregathered on the golf oourse near the Inn. There must have been about eighty
persons present. I do not believe that it would be pO:JSlble to get suoh 8. group
together allY"'here else in the world. If an earthquake had alll'8.Howed the plrty up
there would have been suoh a shortage in the world supply of mathematioi8Jl8 that
their prioe would have risen high eno~h to suit Senator ThC8D&8 of Oklahoma, or
Secretary Wallaoe might have accCDpl1shed. the same result by ploughing them all
under.
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Aprll Ill, 1935.

Dear Dr. Plexnerl

Many thaftka for yoar letter, ltb

wb1ch I thoroughly agree d wb1ch I glad

to ba~e to place berore our Bo rd.

I ~ery 8Uch apprecla e your errorts

rlth OUch, aDd I th1Dlt, 1! you appro~e, I

ahall try to So up to Bos ton ror a tall< th

his, or, st1ll better, set h1a do to Swart ore

without coaaa1t ents on e1t'16r dde. Oflly

WU1aty 1s not 0 do ""yth1J2 h1ch dll

stimulate the a ryard people too 8Uch.

Your s a1ncerely,

Dr. Abrah.m Flexner, D1rector
1'be Inst1tute ror My c Study
Pr1nceton, Ne Jersw,r
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Forml2Q!.A

cuss 0' IUNICt ODlltO
~. ~. WESTERN

,./ NO. CASHORCHG.\'

UUOAAH ruLl.Il,l,Tt

~....". OUDIItEII

NIOHT "".. CHECK......., ...". UNIONNIGHT ~~,

em.<' ""'"
~---_../ TIME FILED

_ ... f\III-rMoo
NCWCOM. C....TCH. ..-....... 3. ~ .1............. noon ............,...... " ;-

SDrJtJ./~.......,.,. _Jrd '" Ik w.n. .... &a4 J-oJ. whkA_

April 8, 1935.

I

Dr. Abraham Flemer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

Seems necessary have meeting of important committee

/ of Swarthmore Board tomorrow afternoon Terribly sorry this

will make it impossible for Mrs. Aydelotte and myself to

accompany AlIens to Princeton Sending them by motor according

to schedule arranged

FRANK AYDELOTTE
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April 3, 1935.-

De r Dr. PlllXl\erl

I enclo.e a cop" of the b letin of the

Auoclatlon of erlc College. hioll cont • 011

pace B the p8l'auaph ch I entloned. to yon a nt

the .ultlpliclt7 ot Fre.hman Colle,e. undar the

!'ERA.

- Your> .incer'ely,

Dr. Abrah F~emer, Director
The In.t1tute tor Ad.. need 8tudy
Princeton, II. J.
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April 2, 1935.

Dear Dr. r1exner I

• clo e • COP7 of a ettel' ch I

wr1tlos to Pr!llU;ul'tel' 1n order to she h1a not1ce of t e

m.e 1 .• of ~"e No ~ ting 0 ~tee on .'7 11

a Prl'o on Frld : aft rnoon, nd I

to drlve 'V'l' 1 ed1et. 1

Inn •

tar lunch, .rr1vin. at the

d 4,00 o'olock. I have not

•38 p15ns ~O co:e do

he rd fro

but I

.­- . • b"t t

t

he 1• r1v1n1,

poesl-

b17 to l:r1na r. Le1de.dori' 1 t.h

It ~ great pleasure to ha•• you

at 0 bou.e over tbs eel<-end . e 1001< f or....ru to 1uncb1na

With you C)n the 9tlt.

Dr. Abrallaa r1exner, Direotor
The In,t1tutelbf "dva. oed Study
Pr1noeton, •. J.

Yours 81ooere17,
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Dear qdelottel

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

::lO NASSAU STREET

....UCCft'DS'. :lfl:,.. ]DI&T

Jlaroh 28, 1935

nUntu

'II,UfXA~

'-1,_­
M.U.II~__ n.nw..

'lUX 'LuruVUQ
JULl1:l1 ru_••ou,...L.-.
-......1:1.....
...... t.>q. ..1.I..la_
III.MDT II .

n.u<o.t "
• .&1._ ...
I'UICT" ITUIIO

.._Al.llYUllJI

....10 ......

un n~HJ.U

UlUIi UMAlI;lU

MU, fWJ: nil.'

Thank you tor yours of the 26th, enolosing a oopy of your letter

to Mr. Leideadort. It seems to me to oover the ground admirably_ I ra.1ae the

following question: It Frankfurter should -.ke a .tatement iJlpl1ollt1ng Jae

unf'avorably, would it be wise and right, or not, for •• to aee the .tateent

and to send the CCIIlIIdttee a reply in calle I care to do 801 I shall, of course,

not pre.. thi. point, thoU&h. while I do not IVSelf' CUB ODe way or the other,

the Ccaa1ttee aight w1eh to be 1n pea....iou of a brier statement 1"rCD me in

calle I care to ma.ke one.

It will be perfeatly convenient for us to have the Aliena to

lunoheon on April 9th. We are arranging a small lunohequ party for them on tho. t

day here at the Inn at 1:30. We ahould be happy if you and Mrs. ~delotte oould

ccme along. We shall ask just a rft people to meet th-. - Gauas and his wire,

be being Dean of the College, and Sooon and his w1£e. he hanng been a Rhodu

scholar. There are - 80 Sooou telh me - quite a uwmer ot to~r Rhodes

scholars here. It Allen would like to meet the we could uk them to OCIDe to

the Inn after lunoheon - say 2: 30 or 3 a' clock - .0 as to enable h1m to meet

them.. But u to this and all other point. I IIhall do wha.teTer you th.1nk the

AlIena would l1ke.
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President A1Uelotte l4aroh 28, 1935 - 2 -

We look torard with Veat pleasure to our soiD« to S-rthDore

tor the week-eDd and shall be ready at 10::50 Saturdq aorn1.~. I do hope

.... ~ haTe two IUch daye as we had last Sunday - a brilliant da,7 it wu.

Thil aorn.1.ng Lan.t;teld oalled _ up to s8;1 that he had. heard. you

were seek1111 a tea.cher ot psychology. He hoped. nry auch that you 'WOuld

oonsider Dr. Wilbur Bulin. Be tells _ that Hulin is thirty-three, an

excellent teaoher, who has reoently written a history ot psychology and SA

now engaged in writing another book. AleD he haa a nioe wife, who is a

graduate of Bryn Jlawr. Builn 1IIOuld be glad to So to SwartJ'aore to eee you

tor an interTiew. Langteld partioularly stressed the taot that in addition

to hie writ1us, ..m.ioh is - .0 h•••y. - exoellent, Hulin 1e interested in

teachin& and has been a Ter.J lucoelstul teaoher here.

SiDcerely youra,

Ct. -:;/ ,

President Frank ~elotte

Swarthmore Col lese
Swarthmore, Pen:nlyl"f'lU11a

AF/MCE
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J(aroh lB, 1135.

De r Dr. Flexnerl

Many thanks for lour Kind me!s~ge oY~r the

telephone, wrLich "(,;,1'11" t",va .e thi~ :n,rn1ng. I

thin" I' :l.:....:r.l·1f s suh,tan '.iill progrs.)$ th

this cola and IW past 1Uj ")')1n::. .nel"e it 1~ 11kel~'

to be dangerous th,u- I ,"111 find it disagreeable.

I h~ye icl 'l .... ,.ol"1t ..e"'t -lth Fr3nkfurter 1n

boston t~morrow, Rnd ill _f t - ~u knJ~ the outcome

when I 8e~ yo~ 1n New Y~rk on Wednesday_

Lookinl ~or nrd with gre~t 1.terest to the

eeting of tne Co~ttee, I

Yours sincerely •

•
Dr. AbrMIL:] P'lexner, Dlrr ctor
T e Ir.3tit~te ~or Adva~ced Study
Princeton, fl. J.
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lIarcll 16, 11135.

Oear Dr. Flexner.

1t.1D7 tho.lll<. for t". copy of BulleUn 110. 4, which

keeps up I1Q':lir::n.Lj' t.\.-e recurd :t t:1e Foundn .. ien foT' iDlpro~\Slve

un4e::'.:tc..lmD.ent. 'iill you usk Urs. 81;,11ey 11 she c:,n spare

te:1 or u do~a.l ext=a ~op1~:3 far me since I hAve J.~1·tt4Uont 00-

Ins t':' ~ '.lte.

I ::. i l.h..... ;::k in L1Y o.\.~fice lodu.y ufter a J"b.ther unnoying

relap.3c of .:inu5 tt'ouble.. I hope hOll I have eot it under .foot

for good. 1 see no rCb~on to think I shall Dot be ready for

the <leet1r,!; aD , .<:ne3d&y, <.nd I am Iloping to get an Ippoin tlUeIlt

with .1'r&.nkf'arter elthLr for Tuegday or Thursday of next week.

Yours v£ry s1ncerely,

Or .. I.brll.i1alJ'. Flamer, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, II. J.
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ft.~

nd'1I; snnft'n--1._­
MUue-n
-"HUlRU1lU

null rulf.II1I"fU,

JUUUI m .........
JON" a. JUalII.
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It must be lIomothlne more than n coincidence when the

Oxford Secretaries are in t·o cucce~1I1ve ~cnr3 rp.presented in t~is countrJ

b~' their -ivcs. ~llle thp-ir hU3hn!lds rest 1:1 bed or confer 1n bnt obes.

I io 1-..0)6 tmt both ;'0".1 nni J.llen 1"111 take the boot possible cnre of

yourselves and t.hnt you make no effort to see Fr:uUd'urter until :lOU

hnve com,letely rocovered from this tr~ncherous ~.f:llctlon. It may

be unwise for ".Iou to attcmr>t to "0 to Hew York next 1fedne'Jday. If 80,

no ha.r"m 1If1ll be done if the I:le~t1ng 1s postponed. until mthout dre "er to

VO-..ll"self ,:Tou can len,vB S1"'nrt.h.o ore.

Rezeober ttB v r:J omm17 to t~B Allens ~_ of COurgB to

Mrs. elotte, n.~d beliov mo

President Fr-~ ~~elotte

Swar~~ore CollBb8
Swart.'l.":lOro. Pcnn~:rlvania

. -j .

)
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Hch 12, 1935.

De~r Dr. F1exner.

lLmy r.haDkll or your kind nnt-e. Tl e situation at

this bOU3& 1s very ~ttUs1nE at t l e ~o~&nt. Allen b $ aO~8 down

wlth so~e Klnd of ~a1ady wI1ich he had io a ~ld form before he

Bailed and wntch was Increa~ed by a very bad ocean voyage. It

1. lntestlnal grippe, or somethlng of that desoription. He ls

therefore oonapelled t.o cut bis engege"lents "1 th Rhodes Scholars

in Yarious pl&ces &.~d let Krs. ;"llen represent h.1m as Lady Wylie

did Sir Francis t~o yehrs ago.

:.Iean,h.1.le I "ava thls grbpe cold with just a touch

at sinu., wI11ch I an taking c e of ln just the way you advlsed.

Nelther of os are very slck. so Allen ~~ I confer in bathrobe.

from. tli.1.e 0 tioe ,"1~11e our .1 ves do all the ork.

I have a note froill Fr~1urter this morn1ng, sny1D1

tll"t ne found it i.,posdble ~o stop on his way frail Washlngton

to C~brldge. Ky present idea ls to go up there to see hill one

day nsxt ~eek, elther fue.d~· or Thursday, ta ng 10 the meetinl

or tue Co..aIl1t.tee aD Site 81th,-I" on lB.y way to Boston or on IIY

way baclC.

With kln4est regards, I all

j',Jur s 51 te erely I

Dr. Abraha.a l'lexner, Director
Instltute for Advance4 Sludy
Princeton••• J.
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Dear qa,elotte:

I waa distressed to learn this mornin" fram 'i88 Abbett

th t you were down with the p:rippe. I hope very auah t.h.at you will

take absolutely perreet care of yourself and not allow either

FranJd'urter or the AlIens to push you into any premature activity.

Grippe at this S84son of the year is no trifling :catter. Take the

time you need to make a perfeot reoovery and

weather until you berin moving about.

1t for the good

I ar:re8 with you that the Franki"urter aatter should be

rnanar:;ed with dignity, for Frankfurter's sake &S 1'''611 as ours. You

can do it if &1J;fone can.

lrlmseU.

verythiJ:ll: depends really upon Frankfurter

- ith all ood wishes,

• ver sinoerely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Collere
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

API CE

c.. -T,
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THE INSTInrrE FOR ADVANCED STIJDY

PllINC£TON, NEW fUSEY

!.larch 6, 1935

Dep.T Aydelott.e:

Hany thanks for 70urs of thp fifth.
I ahall be glad to see 70u and ~one TOU cay bring
wi th you to talk about jFour Field House pro.:>osal at
:"our convec.ience.

I cannot tell you how deeply I a.JPrecitlte
the tactful and dignified wny in which you are endeavor-
ing to nanage the ?ra.W:furter 51 tun-tion. Mr. Frank-
furter should retire ul~n the slightest intimation
trn.t his presence is umrelcome. llo Trustee bas a
vested right to re-election. I do hope that your
di9cusslon with him will not be an unpleasant one, as
far as you are concerned.

Ever sincerely I

President Fr:nk J.:,rd.elotte
S~thmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

c.. f·
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cu.ssO"UVIC[ Oelino ,/ NO. CASH OR CHG.\",
~. 0 ~. WESTERN"""~

tlJu. !tAll:

OAYU'1'T[.lI1 DUUlItUl

NIQKT CABt.[
CHECK......, ,m~ UNIONNIGHl WEElC"EHD

,m~ cm~- TIME fiLED....,;____..w;
'_•• tDll....

NltWCON. <;.AlIIILTON.......,_... J. C. Wlt.~IUt• • ,... ylC......,_•• '\ t'

Washington, D. C. March 4, 1935.

F A

YOU ARE KIND TO ASK ~ TO SWARTBMORE WOULD LFE

TO CO!.IE BUT MY STAY HERE NECESSARILY INDEFINITE

FELIX FRANKFURTER

•

(Chief Justice Holmes'
1720 I Street)

address is
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r 1, 19l15.

De Dr. raxnarl

I uld Uke ...r~· ch to et our o.'1n!on on

utter ot S"utllleore 11"1 0 ich I .. giving nx10us considera­

tion at thia ent. OUr facllities for int r ~ports ara ex-

tr ly poor. In parti er, 0 C)Wlad is too • 1 for a

full sbed bask. tball floor, e II; v. no daq te oppor tunity

for • larle bar at an play basketball d oth.r

I ..... for the tun or it durlng the winter 8OIlthS. I'e ere ~

richt tor play1n& flelds in the sU3m8r, but tor hand b 1, squa.h,

basketball, 1Jldoor tennis, a lot of ot r g.s ch

pay tor exerci.. tun, a ve practlcally no facilitles at

all.

Instead of the ordlnary type ot slU11," 'ch costs

$&00,000 or $400,000, I ve evolved a pl tor a kind ot fleld

hou.e, Which 1. really a k1nd of closad pl ying le14 wlth a

root over it, put ot it to ve a wood tloor part to ve

a floor of clay, 1lh1ch uld provide us v ry mch aora TOOl8 and

bettar facllities tor games th n tha ordin aslu hich

could be built for tloo,Ooo.
Toward thl. SWlI we have 25,000 in hand, in nOl'llal

t a It wo be easy to ralae the rest ot It bY popular sub-

acriptlon, t th t k1Jld ot thlnc 1. alaost out of t e uestioD

beaause ot the depression. A cert n er or ..bers ot our

Board II want ua to rrow the to ni14 the

atructure p.y It back out ot incOlle .t the rate or 10,000

or so per eu. It would be, of courae, fin 01 Y poaslble for
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us to tb1a • In ordinary s .... put IIOre '10,000 into

capital expenditures in the college buildings and gr,unda in the

sha or w&1 a, roads, batb rooms, etc. I question va y serious17,

ho ner, wliether it would be conaidered "ise rin cial

to build a rield houae of he t""e I ha.. de.c'r1bed in this "ay.

I aay be wrong, but it see a to Je that there is a re 1 diatinc-

tion bet"e n a playground d otber c pit.l ex enditures ch are

nece..arT to the educational plant. I belia.. in the plaYlr,u."Ill.

and am anx10ua to see it built, but ve a reelinc that doing

it in thia way out or educational f'UDds ngbt be considered un-

wbe d n&bt in the eDd cost us IIOre lIOI,ey in the ahape or

future citts than the llClOUDt concernad.

a>t I _y be ""0 a ut aU this • d sh Il1d like

varT auch to cet your advice. I y exagger te ita 1lIIJ)?rtance,

and it so, I "iah you would tell lie rrankly. "8 IlA t r 1s &

rather urgent one since a cr.at de o pressure ia being exerted

upon me, on that account I aa1 telephone you tOllOrro aCter

you have had t1 to read this letter. I c resist pressure

w1tb the grestest cheertulness, d I only ~ant to be sure I

on a probl.~h tosoliedebt. 10 one's 0,101on eo

or th1s k1nd ae yo 3.

I or asly 1nterested in /our eaor'3Ddq~

in aU the &atedal at Fr ~ter. Be 1. i~ a ~ ton on

accoUDt or Z at1ce Bo~s' 111oea.. I tr iDI to cet 'l1a to

.top here OD hia "q up, \>'.>t it he c ot, Isbell 0 Boston

to aee h1a .coati next .eek. or a sool1 &. he returns.

Yo a s eel'ely ,

Dr. Abraham J'laner
PrincetoD, I. Z.
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Ul•• EbDa ~. Abbett
Swert~re Coll8€8
Swarthoore, Pennsylvania

THE tl"'STTn1TE. FOR. ADVAN"CED S1l1DY

PIJSCX1'ON", SlEW J£UIEY

Pebruory 12, 1935

Yy denr lU88 .A.bbett:

I em sending you herald th the Inst! tute t 8

check for 10.03 drawn to the ordt·r of President

AJdelotte to reimburse hio for the ex,~eB he

incurred in attenl1ng the oeeting of the Trustees

of the Inst1~te on January 14, 1935.

Sincerely yours,

/. I?~'
I
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ebr r'l 7, 1935.

De Dr. nexner:

I "1"'1 gl d 1 deed to "e Oil.. letter of Febr 'I

5th, d sha.11 consult Ste t aDd LaidesJ rf o'Yer the tele-

phone nut week • Ilt oOl1••nl.nt d'\te for a eting of the

0 tlne Co=1ttee. e s 11 of cour.le want 'lOll to be

present. I think the actton .. ch -oU suceut 1s the sol..-

tlan of the satter, end I bope Le1desdo..f d Stew...$. 11

ta.<e the sue .,188, as I gine t' e 111. I sh 11 t

soon 1!

a Uttle tell< 81th you so etl e before the 'o=<l&'~"

.ets, end shall try to stop at Princeton aomet

there 11 nO chanee of your co·ounc o.,er here.

:a1ttee

I 1 e g..ate!lll 1! 'lOll 111 .,e IIrs. ley se

about h It a dOlen coples of

to spare.

1et1n 10. is 1! sbe hes thea

Old I tell you that P..aa1dent ds has ",ccept ed

01U' 1n.,ltat1on to ape" at the Phllade1phla- warthaore Club

Febru81'Y tllrd?

Wltb ldndest regard., I

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abrahu Flemer, D1reotor
The Instt tllte for Ad., ced Stu~

Princeton, I. J.
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dog 1I1000..U & .. dj .. 1'.11 IJ II o d.... dj

••Desr Dr. l'lemer I
o b &'11I0

._ 'I '1 be........
7. 1 ~

i ., tt to yo-;uo .1 eo' II r h fth I 1;" it

.atis-rn

·0 ~Te

, rto

._ :1"

in ..... I'fill rth ~

on his"

J 5 ice

.f'act1on t .• t., DS tar 1 "'1 hi t:; h a

t e Q.~ ... t8 1 t 1 n hm

sooner, t t.. to _ee hi-=. 4

rFr ,., • t

- "on. or

H.ri. ~d a do.i ~tu1 no~e rro

d e e ~e inlte!: C.r e .e . -end of

• c ' t"o I s 11, ho-e'" , L :0 ~e-

fore that i- ,a ~.l "lIlou t l' nt 0 o o I co

out ~nd I, .;I. 1 w t 0 advice on "ue!J-

tions "l1ie ~rt e ut or t lnt o rv1ew. I reel ~c y cr~atly

the ~c ot 8fi t •.& tools thinS ith as uch dl n1 ty

as po8s1b~e or be sake of he Institute as ell as ourselves.

1:1e Warden f P. ode:: Ho e d ,. , J 1 e col:l1ng

to s country, lan n t rro'lt , .p O1l11l e weak-end ltb

us, then 01lll! ror • x ceSAS rlp ound the United S 8 eo,

U ol~r3 ST ry ere 0 I 19 • rt <islt ~inc

they h Tn onl ..e r: g Cl' V c tlon, rhny U oro. Ie "L l'k anon

their t rn 0 Anl'il tho I ho e • e' L e to et to

Princeton. out it 13 pOS lble to 5~~ until ..e ase ow e1
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February 5, 1935
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Dear Aydelotte:

I am delighted to hear frem you and to know that you and your

wife had a really restful holiday with Dr. and So liartin.

Thank you very much for your kind statement regarding my part in

the establishment of the charming relatioDs here. The oredit really yoes to

the mathematlo1an..s of both the University and the lust! tub and to President

Dodds, 1IIh.o has been wise and kind B.Dd helpf'ul at every step.

Before they left for Arizona Wr. Bamberger and. J,(rs. Fuld both

spoke to me very candidly about Frankfurter, and they are both hopeful that

he will not be ren~nated at the reBleotion. They did this upon the basis

of his oantankerousne88 at the meeting. I did not tell them of his letters

to you, Riener, Stewart, and Veblen.

I wa_ in lIub1n,.ton Sunday evening and had Dr. and Lirs. Riefler

to dinner. Riefler baa been oompletely reassured, though he still expresses

himself &a utterl. unable to understand FrankfUrter's conduct in writlDG to

him as he did. As a matter of fact - thanks to Frankfurter - we came within

an ace of losing him.

I understand f'r0ll. r s. Balley that you have a lIl8otbe; of your

Board. of llanagers today. I wonder if it tTOuld not be a ood idea :for you to
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President Ayrle10tte February 6, 1935 - 2 -

write Xr. Leidesdort and sU~rl':est some d~ convenient to yourself and Stewart

and. h.1JIl for a _eUng or the H<a1nAtin& C~ttee. I, of course, shall not

be present unless I aD. uked to be there. I have a stron!!: feeltnr" however,

that Riefler should be put in Frankturter l s place, first, beoause he i. a man

of arrairs, and seoond, because a!'ter this unplee..sant inoident the real way

to make him realize the spirit of the ln3titute 1s to have him partioipate as

a trustee. ,e would then have two trustees trom the faoulty. both of wh<lll,

while perfeotly !'ree to say 'Wha.t they think, would work 8.10n& ha.rmoniously

with the rest of the trustees. I do not think it is nooessary that every

depar~ent be represented on the Board or Trustees. Indeed, I should re~rd

both Veblen and Rietler not as representatives or their respeotive deparbaBnts

but, like a~ other trustees, as representatives of thB interests of the

ltul ti tute as 8. whole.

illth all rood wishes,

Sinoerely your..

C. f;
President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

F/WC~
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Dear Dr. P'1exner:

, 1935.

I • r

to , ~31de t Jldelotte ~ I ~o be 1:1 be Qst ~n ~~~ ted

as well kS p1e sed La 1e n cf '~e '~ltude of the

Dey rt.~.t 0 Econoaic ••

YO';;lTS sincerely,

Dr • t'-!'sh.:l F...ez::ner, Dtrec tor
I~stlt~~e !,r idva ced Study
Pr1uccto~1 d. J.
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THE. IN5ilTlJTE to'OR ADVA.'1CE1) SllJDY

PaiNCOON, NEW }UJiEY

J",,= 21. 1935

Dear qdelotte:

As 8Y1dence or the attitude of the Pr1nceton

economic group, I have the keenest pleasure in sending

you a copy of a letter which I have received, signed

by the senior members of the group. I have no douh t

that the Institute and the University will co8perate

in this new field ao heartily, as unselfishly, nnd

as happily as we are co!perat1ng in the field of

mathematico.

Sincerely yours.

t.. f,
President Frank Aydelotte
SwarthQOre College
Swarthmore, Pennsylv8!l.ia

J3:ESB
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J.
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