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Science and Scientists

Sedion 2 5

He Changed Medical Schools

...."t......... I' .ta ......
Reb'" ill Medici".

By Earl Ubell
Scinlct: Editor

Lut weell: dea.na and ~PnloUlt­

atl\'e& of nfty-~ven 01 the na­
Uon', elihtY-one m~lt.l achooll
applauded .. Uiln. d,hty-nfne­
)'ear-old laymt.n whose eyes IOU
Duhed the tin of • YOUDI man.

Abraham Plunu•• man who
once said he wu never tit to
teach at any universitY. wu be­
Ina: honored aU over l.Ialn for
haviD&' almost Ilnale-ht.nded11
r'evolutlonlz.ed medical education
in this countrY.

The trlbute went to DT. nexner
CaU of whose doctorate degrees,
IncludJ.ni the M. D .• are honor­
UJ) at • Waldorf-Astoria din­
ner IP01l8Ored by. commJtl.ee lel
up to publicize Medical Educa­
lion Week wt week. The trlbutt.
r.alled attention, a.s Dr. F'lexner
had forty-m yun aco, La •

plllht of the nation'. medical
Ithools.

Prob'~m N",tJ Fimmcial
Dr. Plexner'. expose of the

M. D. diploma rnUIs, or moner­
crubbllllIeU-st1led ~profeuon"

and or I'llLhy hospitals Jed to the
dem1le of .. ICOre of ·'medlcal
schooh." Within twenty years
there wu noL a stilile SUb­
standard IChoolln the counlly.

Now the remalnJllI schools,
ralsed loO a level ot unmatched
competence by the benefaetJoI15
of m&llY rich men and founda­
tions. an .,-atn facln, a prob­
lem. ThIa time It II en'Delal.
not c:urr1cu1ar.

Each yeu since the end of
World War n. medical college
budgets have risen to a total of
-'11,000.000 annually and the
schools hue been hancln, on by
Uulr nnanelaJ fln,utI,.. M.ore
and more of them are eyellll the
poulbllltr of tal'le Pederal
(TInts.

The Pord PoundaUOIl and the
COmmonwealth Fund have ctvm
almost $100.000.000 recently to
Improve thl5 ft.nancllJ condition
Yet. IS Dr. P1exner said when he
wu honored It t.he dtnner. un·
leu foundations and corpora­
tiona step Into the breach. the
govunmr.nt will have loo. The
Nltlonal Fund for Medical Edu­
cation 15 tappinr the corpora·
tlOM.

£,.onom;r PIi,'"
The E!.senho,,·er Idmlnlstra­

tlon hal mUtated a $250,000,­
000, t!ve·year bulldlnl pro,ram
for medical and dental schoch
to free lOme of their other funds
for operattna: expense.. U can­
fully administered, that proJect
should do u much for the medi­
cal &chooh u a previous 10Vlml­
mtnt crant did for hospitals.

The economk pliJbt of the
medlcal achoob toda, u; u real
a dan,er as the poor standards
that obtained aL the tum of the
eentuT)'. However, while tlnan·
elaJ statements do not mate for
exc1t1n1 nadlna. Dr. Plemer's
elCPOlle did.

It began when the late Dr.
Henl"J 8. PrHehHt. pnsl~t of

• the carnecte Poundatlon for the
I Advancement of Teac:hln,. uked
· Dr. Plnnu, In 1901. If he would
I do a studY of medical schools

At nnt Dr. Plexner. who had
'headed a mceu&tul boYS pre-.
I pan.tory school and. at the qe •
; of tOf1.l', dropped It to '0 on an ­
I Intellectual fOl"ll"e to Harvard

and Europe, thourht Dr. Prltch-
I en had confU&ed him with his
r brother. Dr. Simon P1u:Der. DI'.
• 8lmon wu then a medlcal re-
o searcher of the Rockefeller In-
y IUtutt.

10 But Dr. PrItchett said he wu
"s looklD; for an unblued layman

who would not be constrained
1- to be "nice" to doctors. Abraham
.11 P1txDer aeupted the Job. 'rislttn,
Id, 154 medlc:al schools tn rapid
'U order. What did he find?
It- SchOOl after school had 100It
101 entrance requlrementl so that
.n maDJ medkal stude.nts did not
be even have bl;h IChool educa­
ir tiona:.

There were poor laboratory

upon the public as phn!cianl
and which the American Medical
AuOClation had tried to Improvt
by Its own Investilat.lon of the
ochOalL

Dr. Plemer and the founda~

lion received blLter complalntl
from many medical schools. One
dean Mid that Dr. F1eXDu had
a))tnt onb' a dsy at his tebool,
but the dean was counseled that
the school had been lucky.

Out of Dr. P1exner's report­
called "Bulletin Number Four'­
came a lar-reachlna prOlJfI.m be­
cawe he found one. school that
wu trJln& to do a job: theJohIU
Hoptlna Medical SChool. with
hlah al.andard.s and areat teach­
en. On that model he aUlI'ested
that new mtdlea1 schools be

faelUUeI or, lOmet.1me5. none. created.
Once Dr. Pl.ex:ner wed for the T
Iaborator}' and the dean &hcnred Fortunately. Frederick .
It him uJ.se record Gsw, who represented John D.
~ d -a Pftt did er'

t
51! Rockefeller ...: .. phllantbroplet,

tu enta 0 n no e read the bulletlD and recosnlud
a patient from the be(lnDtnl It as a workable prOCr&m. He
of Uleir education to ~e end. tna:q:ed Dr. P1ex:ner to JPtDd

Progreu Initiated $.SO.OOO,OOO on medical educa-
U Itudentl paid thelr feea. tlon. In the next twelve yean.

~he, were rraduated. HUle other wealth, men followed that
proeta wen accumulated b, the example and nOO.OOO,OOO w...

\

"profeuon... ra1aed. The deed ..... done.
Such 11''' the tra1nlni for pro- America 11''' to ban we11~

pIe who were betna: turned 10Cl5t t.ra.lned doctol'l.
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r Dr. P'lmmerJ

lblrtiest conua ulationston
the iIaI\Y and well deserved tribute which are
beinl: pold to u th.,. d.>ys. I ho • you
w1ll oont1nue for ""'Q' )'Ea,." to be able to
enjo7 theL

Fronl< .)'de ttc

Dr. Ahnl!lllla naner
522 Fifth Ave...,
lie. York City

\
•

•

,

I•
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•
•
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•
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.n. P'rT" AVVOUK

H_W ,.01111 ~•• H. ,..

IIOOM n .•

AprL 17, 1956

Dear Frank:

Thank you for :four letter of the
~leventh end for the copy of The rirBt 1ifty Years
of the Rhodes Trust and tne Rhodes Scholarships,
which I am sure that, "'hen I get to it, 1 shall
find intereating and informative.

With every good vish,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
aa Battle Road
Princeton
He'" Jersey

AF:r.sa
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ROOM a2.

Dear Frank;

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
IIJZZ P"I!'TH AV~UII:

HIlW YORK 3a, H. Y.

December 2, 1955
TEl.1I:~ONE

VAHDII:Rall.T a.087.

I read vitb interest your letter of Hovember JO, and

I 'Wish that I were in position to furnish you with some suggestions

as to how Swarthmore may hope for further financial endowment ..

As a matter of fact, I am cCGpletely out of touch with foundations

and with 1..Dd1viduals so that I have no idea to "bcu ,Tau could

appeal vitb any prospect of success.

'lbe country is richer than it bas ever been,

and both ind1v1duals and industry are in position to assist

&s never before. I woul.d be glad to help you in your efforts

for Swarthmore, but, alas, I have no contacts, and I do not

)mOll to \lb.om or to 'What to turn.

With every good wish,

Ever sincerely yours,

U. .f:

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
88 BatUe Road
Princeton, .ew Jersey

AF,ESB

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



•

•
SO 1I0000000r 19.5S

Dear Dr. Fle:xDerl

•

•

I .-ber wUh euch gratitude wbl!t I got h= )'Our
eue,gest.iom twenty-fin or thirty years ago aboUt f'uD:l8 tor Swarthmore
that I t>¥. the libert of ..".1tjng to you again. I don't want )'OU to
do an;r work, I onl,y want ideas. I a'll no longer pr8!11dont ot Swarthmore,
ot oourse, but I all 8 life tr"stee and the interests ot the oollege
ore very much on rt!¥ hQffl"t. Due to )"Our 1deaa aDd to 'PI¥' onorgy 1n
.arry1ng t_out. Swart!lllore COU"l!" hae had an extJU,rd1nar~
successful career for over a ,-\Wlrter of a Gentur,r. I re:8llber that
Bleone>' ~u!lted with Ili'lh Ilonor. 10 19:50 and 8O"'~ told ...
r80ent~ f an ortiDle about Amenonn oollegee w1dcb allu&>ol to
Swarthmore as the "IDDGt intelJ.8ct"G&1." It that 18 troe Y'Ou are 1m"
r<isponeible than~ elo••

You know, of' cours", what is happening in education,
how pr1ceB have gom up and how both lowxiat1oM ani bwl1.Deea organiza­
tiDns haw hegun tn .,....lize that tbBy _t clo SOlt8th1ng to help liigher
oducat1c:n. The need for tbRt hel)"l 1..s felt very stroq:ly at SWarthmore.

,
The a~ are dome what thq can am the AlUllODi

, PUDd gets la.rger every ye'q". It amruntr. now to 8or19thing over 100,000,
but that is nat .bough. What llI'8 ~cd 18 Sate aol1c1 contributions at
endoTllMnt. .t'uD:l& 'a'b1ch w1ll stabU1z.c the ollree t1.na..rIces and enable
the !bard oJ: lbnagars se.fel,y to 8Xj>lUKl am impro.... tile profeeeoriol
group.

,

•

I

•

•

I...cm. sagor to ke'1n t.ho oolll1ac mMll and I hope that
you will agree, but to do th.1JJ we mu:ot, Be I say. verr IIIUOh enlarge

• the <rndo_t flmd. ,

CDo eern.o. which s...rt_re CoUege ba\ rendarod to
edueat.1on <ITer all the68 years is to 8 &Ii a k1M 0.( OSlter tor the
P.hodes SobOla:rsh1pe. Iou oan get a u.1ck: idea ot tb1s fflJl a short
artiDle in the current ecI1tion of the Swartluore l'Iloepjx which I enclo.e.
A foundat.lon wh10h gave a. g1.ft to S1r rtlElore could consider that it
1I8a eeNing as _U the vary 1IIlportant intsre.ta oJ: thI! Ilhoclee 5cb 1sr­
ships.

lst ......peat that I .. not aak1rv "'u to do 8I\l" werle,
but I ...uld be _t grate1'lll t," IJIY ideas whioh )'Ou Gall gi.... lIS and whioh
I oould p!" into operation. '

•
• I Mar the t1iIaat th1np .bo'" "'Ii and about Bl....or.

With Id_ ...gerda, I ..

A_n_r, ~.
S22 l'1ttlh Aft...
IInw tori< O1t7

I
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• WoE S T E R N
INUit ATIDNIlL SE....ICE

Clb&:ktb6olMtofNf"t'l..dMlt.d: $ "'"
Cbecktb6..IlI.erri..d..... ;

OI.benrilooIlb..lom_ willI>. Ol.......... ltu....-p.,,;llbe
_l... lllll ...t.el.e1......... MlIlulbef"ll,.le

S ,

U ,N'! 0 NFULllIAn SUIAt.
me DEFEIlRED

TEl.£GRAM M"

~y HIGto E NIGHT=. ern"
CODE ern"w. ~. MARSHAL.I.......lOINl

NO. WPS..CL. OF SYC. PD. llll COLt.. CASH NO. CIl"AGE TO THI: NXOU/U 01 tIIoiE FJ

.
""IM/~_~.~~I It, 1M ,.,."...~ wd: ItufiJI. .."clI.,~ ,""tf>, .,..tII ••

E/~o 19T•• ..J_'-"2.f<- ~------- -
Sired ami No ... _

Corc of orApt. No. Ploc.<, _

&nJc:,'~ ,..",. flnd oJJnu (Fw rr,fucllCc)

•
,
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W'EST E RN "'IUllanoN ,
ObecItdoad-.oI.-ieo.s.lr.t ; $ "" OhMk"""..oI.............;
~lhlo-....."b. .......ua._.wbe
_\.... f ... l ..t<o~ _t... Ooe'... I .....

5 U N I ON.fULL !to\f[ SDUM. ",u.
"~R'''''''''' ~~

- E~, .,'" .-~ I.... "'''' """w. P...... "'-.H ...Ll.• """'1111:'"

NO. wos.-a... Of' svc. 1'0. 011 COLL e:.uH NO. CH ...IlG£ TO TH[ ACCOUIlT or TlM£ IlL(O

-

T, ---=Fc.:rc:a:.::o:.::k:-.::A:Ly.=d.=e=.lo=.t:..t:..e=- J_a_o_,_1_3__ 19"':5

Sired anJ No ~--_- ---------------
Cote of orApi. No -'PlQ(L. ~ _

MRS. FI.EXNER DIED LA ST TlIE SDAY
IN PROVIDENCE R.I. AFTER LONG ILLNESS

ROBERT OPPENHEIMER
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 1955.

ANNE 0, FLEXNER, l

APLAYWRIGHT, 80
Wife of Former Director of

Advanced Study Institute
Dies-Wrote 'Aged 26'

M.... Anne Crawford Flexner,
lla,)'WTlght. and wife of Dr. "bra·
latn Flexner, died Tuesday In a
.lospltal lri Providence, R. I.,
....here !lho had been III tor IleV­
~ral yean. She was 80 yeua old.

All'll. Flexner wall born In
;:;eorgeLown. Ky., the dAugbttt or
Low G. and Susan Farnum
CraWford. She came to New
York tn 1.897 with her hUiband,
who It director emeritus of the
lnnltute for Advanced. StUdy.
?rtn«ton. N. J.

In 1901 ?trl. Flemer's nnlt
llay, "J.Or-anda of the Balcony,"
vu produced. Mrs. M1J1nle Mad­
lern FlIke appeared In It. Two
;Un laltt Mrs. F1emer's drama·
Jutlon of ''Mrs. Wlgg, of DIe
:abbaee Patch,.. wu p~led

.)ft Broadway. Sbe wrote RVfl'IJ
other playa which were produced.
,neludlng "The Marriage Game,"
and "/I... Lucky Star," In whIch
Willie Collier appeared.

"Agta 26," a play baUd on ll1e
UCe ot tho poet John KUb, wu
Mrs. Flexnu'l JI10St recent play.
It WLI prodUced In New York
In 19M.

Mrs. Flexnb' .... cnduate of
Vauar eoUegt'. Sbe helped found
the American Dramntlsll, which
she served .. vice president. She
was alllO a board member of the
DramaUllI Culld of the Aulhorl
Leape, and a member of the
Cosmopolitan o.ub••

SurvlvlnC' are her husband and
a daughter, ),flq Eleanor FleX­
ner, both of New York, and an­
other daUC'hter, Kn.. Paul LewIn·
IOn of ArUnKton, VL
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Mrs. A. Flexne..,
Playwright, 80

lINd_I II Il. H.,el' Tn....

PROVIDENCE, Jan. 12.-Mra. ,
Anne Crawford PleJ:JlU, ellht." ,
playwrl,ht and ..lie or Dr.
Abraham Planer. ret1red dine- .
tor of the InItltute for Advanced
Studies at PrtIlceton, N. J .. died ~
1nlerday .1 Butler HOISpltal
She lived In Ne.. Yorll: CIty at I

: ~~ ~~~~~~e Houl, P'Uth Ave.· ,I Mn. Flexner'. major luccelll
..... her dram.Uu.Uon of "Mn;. :
Willa at the Cabbll,e Patch,"
popular comle-aentlmental novel

· about. the widow who lau,hed at
m1Jfortunea. Mr•. Flexner wa.
r. friend or the author, the late '
Allee Heaan Rice, in I4u1sVUle••

• where the ttorJ had it.. setUni.
The pia, nn on Broad...,. for I

; ISO n1t;hta, .. 100( run in thoae [
clay.: toUred European eaplt&lI ..
ami AuatraUa. and bad y.ars of t

t pGpularlt, amane amateur
• Itoupa. 1

In 1112 Mrs. Plexner had an- J
other lucceu with "The Yar·
rla,I! O&me,"!n which Aleundra I

Carlale .tarred. Her nn,,1 Broad- t

"'loy produeLion wa, "",ed ~1I:'
.. pia' about John Keatl, which .I
opened In New York In 19315. ,

Mrs, P1eaner l!:U born In I
Oeorlle1own, Ky.. and .'u In.d­
uated tram V....r Collea:e III
1196. She hId been aaUve In
faundlnl the Dramatista Oulld I
of the Authan Lell\1e and .....
a board member 'or ma.ny )'eara. I

Survlvinr, buldrs her hUi. b
ba.nd, an twa daulbtera, M.1II U
Eleanor PlUlm' aDd Mrs. Paul Y
Lewlnaan. and a aister, MiM"
Either Cn.wford.

"---.---
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5 Ootober 195&

Dear Dr. n.a:ner.

tb1a 18 j"ast a l1Da to teUlOu that I

.. golJlg ort to Bngl.,., aga1D OIl _dq to reoo1... '"

honorary IoB.B. rr- tbo Q_ OIl Ootobor 3). I dou't Ialow

_tbor I .. _ro surpriood or dolightod.

I 8hall, of oOUl"lle. 88e a great~

people *" Ialow lOu lIDd thaT w1ll all ....t """" of lODr
• •

boalth. I hope I OOD toU them that lOu are gottlJlg on

...u.
1I1th !cIJlCIeot rogarda, I am

Dr. Abraham F1laDlIr
522 P1fth A_
... York 01t,'

•

•

..

•
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L2 .OT....ber 1951

Hearty OOagr&tulaUODB 00 your 85th birthday. 10 one
looking at. Tour picture in the Ne. tork T1mea "'8terda7
could po..lbl)' bell.... )'OU .... 85. It llOuld be • ..,. to
belie... tro-. that plcto" that you we.,.. about to publ1lb
another book.

I hope \0 look in to ... 70U V81"7 800B. The tact 1JJ
tha t the Rhode. Saholareh1~, in which I aa still aotty.,
.e. to take "1"'8 tiM eY8rJ',-ear. It is about tae tor
... to ...Ure r.... that job.

With kind.at Nprda. 1n which Marie j01ns, T _

Dr. Abrabea nexner
522 NJ'th A....,u.
"ew Tork. I•• York
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11. 1951

Thrf\fl Ve.,. 00 Newellt RoOk

"1 htv. ju.l lIent ott a book on
which I have been worklnr 0..
put lhru )'eara. It III tilled
Tund. -.d FOWld,tJw,' and I.

,a crlUcaI 'tudy of th. work done

l
ainu urly thlt century by th
Rockefe.ll,r Md ~q1, boa.rda
'"d a f.. Of the ImIlJI.r touncll..
tJont. I don't. IJUnJr: T Wtu write a

De~ book (or a whU.. rrn Jutl
("OlD,{ to rt.t."

RIlIUn(" tor Dr, I'IUJltr .oUl1l1l
like. (ull achedul, to the avera("1
person, H, hu been 'ludytnr U1
and American IIter&ture at Colum
bill, and now h.. undertaken Ul.,
RUlllli.n In,L1tulion', tou~ "be
cau..e RUIIlIlan. are very l.Jnportalll
to WI today a.nd w. need to und,,..
lIland them."

Thllr. will b. no .IpeclaJ ctlebra.
lion Thud,y when Dr, :nun.r be­
come. &5 yean old. H. ..Id hI
would atay In hla E1rhty-ainJ'
Street home, and added, ''It any,
one tri.. to make I.A occaaIon ell
It, 111 lu.... town."

FLEXNER, NEAR 85,
IS AGAIN.A STUDENT

\

_______~T~H~E'--'-N~E'-'W'---Y""O"'R"-K"-'-T=~"'fES=.-'S"UND="'A~Y'-'.'-"N:::O'-\.'EMBER

WILL BE 85 TUESDAY

Educational Reformer, Taking
• Cours. at Columbia. Adds

Also to His List of Books

For the Inqu1rinr mind of Or.
Abralam Jl1exntr there 1lI no auch
lhln.. '1 retiremetlL On the eve of
hI. elplJ·nt1.h h1.rtbday the edu·
cational reformer hu I!:DroUed lft
.. Columbia Unl¥'e~ty COUI"Ml In
"RUAiI.n lnatitutlona" and hu
added a new book to the lilt of
hi.I publlcaUo-a.

"'Vben you havi _meDna like

I
Dr. Flexner In your e11Ul1. Ire Ilk.
puttlnK" .. burr under • horM"
u.ddle," on. of Dr. nUtler', C0­
lumbia tq.cllll'll ...Id recenUy.

. For the lut h'lf-c:~ntury Dr.
Flexner h... been .. burr under lhe
uddle of Amerlcln educaUon. HI.
criUcal atudlu or tnchln!" meili.
ada hl.vI .t1mullted important re­
fonn.. But, &1t.boup hit h...
U!'Ded the uleem of Ule educa­
tlonlll world for hta work with the
Camelie FoundatioD., the Roc:ke-
teller GenU&! Education Board Dr. Abru•• FIUJlu
and the Princeton llUtltule torl~====";_:;';'_;;'T~_;;_=~"';;;.~
Ad,aneed StudY. tlIe educator c1la-j-
pa.ragu hb eonlributlOlU.

"! w.. lucky to have been u·
mdaled wtth IJUch IqUtuUol1.l,"
h. aaJd In hi.. book-filled Fifth
A~'mull office yuterday,

Completed CoUefll In I Year,
Born In Loul,vlllll, Ky.. the .lxU!

child of Immigrant Jewiah puentl,
Abf'lham ~exner by "a lot of hlrd
work" was fTadulted from John.
Hopkin. Unlvlralty In two yUrI,
He became u.allltant prindpal or
a Loullvlil. hll'h lICbool belor. he
wu 20, He IntrodUced new meth­
od5 of teachln(" Into hll own .tebool
with lIUch IUcceQ that he ....ent on
lo fUrther .tUdy abroad.

In 1110 b. mad. hLt ramow h­
port for tbll Camel"!. Foundation
on medleaJ lnatrueUon In the Unit·
ed Statu, Il1Id is credited thereby
with bavinC helped to make Amer_
Ican medical education the world'.
flnul, JI'1-om 1113 lo 1928 he dl.­
bUrad tuntb throurh the Rocke­
CeDer Gene...1 Education Baud
wtllch. he hu ..Id, "dlrecUy and
Indirectly Idded half. billion dol­
IIJ'1I or mo... 10 the reaoul"Cu .nd
endowment. ot American medical
education."

Soon alter hll h.d "retired" III
director of the General Education
Board'a dlvWon ot .ludlu and
medical tducaUon, h. wa. named
the tint directOr or the Princeton
lluIUtute tor Ad.,anced Studlu. He
finally really retired trom that
poIt In 1131, &inc. thllD devotlnr
hi. Urne and 6lefKY to ..nUnr ud
orpnluUonal wk. "'While It "'u
all InteruUnr when I was In It,"
Dr, I'!exner NJd yUlenlay, "I ,up·
poM I found the medical IUrvey
the mOlt.. intere,t1rl(",..
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Ootober 10. lC;50.

1 hav th....~hL vC! ea...... rt:lly oYer
our t..1apbonc e:t~crsa-tlQn or yesterday in Wi leb
you suueete~ that I ~ho~1d ut"G8 Al6n V8unt1.n!
to wt-...... tru.. the posUion wll!ch he h•• J-~.t

ocoopted .. Hoad n~ t!>e E.5..t.. Po_po that
would be the .18s thing lor h to do .. but I
haft too little knowledge or what t,le poal"lon
1Jm>lftll aDd ton IIUoh &lBiraUon 1br llan to
feel~~ to ske such :3 suggestion to twa.

It <lid !L,ri. ll!ld ... both 0 great
d.e&l. of lDod to hear )'OU1" YO ice oYer the: t.le­
pt,ona aDd I wish we sa. you onoe in awblle.

Yours a1noere1¥•

Pranl< l:r<1elat. to

Ih". 1brahaa l'lollJlllr
CaN tho Cornegio FOUDllotlon
S22 Filth lv8D!lo
M... York llI, IIe<T York

,

•
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D!nr Dr. Y.lexnerl

JuDe '29, 1949.

June 18 an appallinc ronth. 88 you know tram
TOur lon,~ e,.;perie.nco, all.d I have on4 1tust today gotten
around to follow up IlGP letter of J\U18 1, but send you
tbl!80 two a...-t1cles of B1i1.·8 under eeparate coV&r.

Are you goinl: to Canada aga1L tliliI l"ar, _
it 80, lfhon do you le..... I T0I7 IlIllOh hope to get <mlr
to .ee 70U be!ore you ~ ave Hew York. 1£ tba.t 18
poesible. Otherw1•• I .holl try to do it .0IlIIlt:lm 1n
the tell. I have 8 kind of recollection that Tau wait
until the black files a.re over. and I hope 1t !DBY' et111
'be possible to oatch you in lfew York before you go.

With aftectio te re?l"da, I am.

Yours II1ncerel;y,

Dr. Abrellaa n""""r
522 l1ttbbllllUe
I .. Iork 18, """ Iorl<

,

I
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IIIrl7 thankIJ tor Tour Id.Dd letter 0 t
IIII;r 27. I ... a_'na _ oongra\ulatlo.. aD
to Bill.

I I .. Clad tbio Oxtord bookIJ __.
J'011 Nt.J.T. aDd I !\Ope J'011 wlll aq to 7'>lIl'
trt_ that it he hea ..". _tlol111 whioh do DOt
appear ~ be _iNrid In thee. _ ",, , be
....t twl tNe to writol to .. at ..". "'...

I appN01ate 7'>ur k1lld inY1toltlon to
Iunell, end ahall DOt tall to let Tau kIlOw the
n..n t_ I .. tNe in .. lork.

•
I

lO.th _h 10.. r",. .. both. I ..

Youn a1noere4.

,
~1_P1umr
Sa ntth 1_
.. Yol'lo: 18. ..... York •

P.s. loll MT ba in_ted in • oo~ or
\ ~

IIlll'a reoant arU..u.. wMah I a_ Ion _
1.epara'k ......,
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVE..

NEW YOU 18. N. Y.

Dear rl"l ok:

I he.e y ,ur id..o ... no'te of H.J.y ,(.6.
I baa not heaN t "i' Bill is Chairman of the
n19tory ","'partmen of t..~A State Univer!!ir.f 01
10'1-'"8. I am deligh ed at h~s prOl!lotion, t.iCh

u t be a source of ~reat br6tification to you
and rie.

The Uxlord boOXB have JU~~ ~rrived.

Tb ok you very much or them.

Let me kno......·hen you are to b~ 1n
tovn th&t 'We -:Jiy have lunch together.

lth love to yJu and .mrie,

rver incer.ly,

Ur••~-nk ~yaelotte

Th., ft.hodes Scholarship Trust
Prince on, .e~ Jer e

r.F:~8

J
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Thu Clipping Prom

NEW YORK, N, Y.
TIMES

~~) ~ 3 '~l,g

lexner, 82, Now Is Happy Student
At Columbia, Once Butt of His Scorn

Dr. Abraham Flu.ner '-Ild a wumale., Mr•• S, R. Guton, .1­
tendinl .. lectQre.

By CHARLES GROTDiEJt

Dr, Abl'a.ham nun,r, wh~ to talk aboul lht Joy, o( Prot.

!
lhUnderlnp againlt Columbia and Everard M. Upjohn'. lecturea on
olher large unlvu.itl" rocked the hl,tory of art lhan hi. earlier

ch.an.ct.e.rlutlolll of many unlver­
,American haUa of le.arnine two ,IUtI &I "diploma m1Ua" and "dnar
decadea aco, wu (ound lut nieht atorf;."
to be one of th-: moal enthualartlc "1'b~re mUll have bun changea
.tudenu. In a (Ine aru course at In educ:aUona.l me.lllods," PT, Flex­
COlumbia Univeralty. ner Wd In reply to a queaUon.

In an Interview that wu cut "I don't know jWl what the
ahort When dUll work becan, the chane" have been. I haven't bun
82-year-old dlreetor emerltw 0( active In the field In the 1&Il len
'.he ImUtut.c. tor Advanced Sludl.. yeara."

t Princeton. N. J., lold how he T'A'O winters aco Dr. Flexner
\d been ta.klnr about four hours ....ent qwetly to COlumbia one eve­
.tudl~ a w~k al COlumbia and a.M.-~Jed In nne Arts S,
o enJOying It lmmenH.ly. ~Ich Dr. Upjohn uua art,
-. F1aner waa more wilUnc th 1ec:tures and plclure .lIde..

andenl tim.. throucb l.he
Iuanc:e- ~ wtnte.r he went

_ck u a repeat.e.r I.n J!'Ine AfU 5.
lOt beCause he found It difficult
ul beeauae h. liked It 10 wen he
anted to (0 over It again. Thla
pring he enrolled In Fl.ne Art:. 6,
Ihlch tarrl.. the. ,ubject to mod­

em time&.

\

Dr, Flexner alao I. taking a
coune In lIteralure or American
hlalory given by Prot. Allan Nov­
.na. He haa laken a COUrle on

IChaucer and the Llteralure of the
Middle Agea, too.

-rhe bqt thin&" a man ean do
"'ler he hu I"lIItind Ia to .ludy,"
Aid the DOled educator. "You ean
alway. lum (rom abler men in
many field&. I had never met any­
on. who knew more. about the hla­
tory of art than Dr. Upjohn."

Dr. UpJohD tried lO turn the talk
lo another wbje-ct, but the .1I(hl,
bald .tudent ahowect the P.me
v1rol'Ow delenninaUon with which
he puraued hla educational cruaade
In earlier yean. Re want.e4 to talk
I.hout Dr. Upjohn and no one WI.,
going to .IOe-lrack him.

"You .hould read Dr, UpJohn'a
new book, 'Rlllory of World Art:'
It Ju.l came out lWO week••go,"
Or. F1eJU1er .a!d. Dr. Upjohn In·
terJected genUy tlll.l It wasn'l hla
work alone, thal Il hll4 been pub­
lI.hed In eollaboraUon with Mra.
Jane Guton M.ahler and Prof. Peul
Wingert.

"""'hen you hl.ve Mlmeone like
Dr. F1exner in a c:laae, It'. Uke put.
ling a bun' under a horae', Addle, ..
Dr. UpJohD Ald later. Many of the
worJu oC art and arc:blt.ec:ture dJ.s.
c:uued in the c:ourae had bftn
viewed by Dr. F1exner in lila tra­
vela, and he had .-troD&" optnioM on
jWl about everythinz".

AI the leclure hall began to fUi
up with YOUllr men and women
d ....mat.ea, Dr. F1exner ended Ille
interview. T!l.ere waa no relMlll
(or It to interfere, he Jald, with
the daaawork. Lasl nlpt'. WQ

"lhe 1aJt leelure of the tenn In
;Fine Art- e.
, Dr. F1exner ha.I b«n bu.y e1nce

hie retlremenl as director ot the
Inslilute (or AdvlUlted Sludy In
1939, with book.. readlng.orne and
writing olllerL To the more lhan
half dozen wor~ on educaUonal
and medfeal subject- publl,hed
previouaiy, he added in 19..0 hi.
autobiography, ''1 Remember," and
In u,..a a bl0rr&Phy of Daniel COlt
Gilman, the first prealdenl of
Johna HopklllI tlmve",lly.

In one o! hia booke, "t!niveralU..
_Amtrlcan. EnrUab. German." be
att&clted 1aJTe lnatltuUOna. nota-­
btly Columbia. ChIcago and WJ.a.
cona1n, ....et:c\~y harbored "edu­
cational " All that teemed
(ar away lut n.lpt &I Dr. P'Iuner
I&t between two p~tty lirla and
lipped joYOw!1 at the fount of
learning u 01". UpJohn Q)Oke o(
nne art.
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2S May 1949

Dear !:t". !7lexner:

Many thanks.ror your letter of May

23. There o.ro a grlJat nu.ny things. whlch I should

liko to talk over with you and which are not

suitable tor inclusion in a latter.

9111 would lUont to bo rememl>ered to

you 1,f he knew I was v,;ri tl~:. Have you heard

\

that he 1s now chairman of the Hlscory Department

at t he University ot Iowa, and 90 far as I can see

ma~1ng a famous job of it.

WIth love trom Marie and me, I am.

Yours sinceroly,

Dr. Abraham Flemer
522 Fifth Avenue
Hew York City 16
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
~22 FIFni AVE.

NEW Ya!.K 18. N Y

May <), 1949

r,ear Fr<mk:

Thank you very much for your kind letter
oi ."Iay 19 with its enclosures. hen I asked for the
catalo6Ue 01 Oxford, I knew that the University did not
issue a catalogue in tbe kmerican sense. The handbook
\o(ill be precisely ;,that my friend wants, and I am grate­
ful to you for having one sent to me.

I am al!'lO deeply touched by "'nat you ~id

on the occasion of the Lord and Taylor award. It was
extraordicarlly ,enerous of you. I wish I had some
in11.uence \11th the losti t.ute today. Some day when you
are in to\,'tl, nave luncn with me, for there are 'things
thht I should li.k.e to t6.1.k \41th you about rather than
",rttt:.

lilve my love and ~ood \oilshe15 to
Marie and Bill.

\lith every good "..ish,

Sincer~lT yours,

•

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Thf! Rbcxlee Scnolarship Trust
c/o The Institute for Advanced Study
Princ8ton,~e- Jersey

hf:ESB

a J,

/ /
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_ 19.1949.

Dear Dr. r"'la;mer l

It "HI; ~ gr'eut pl.ee.sure to talk 11lth
yru O"fCr the telephone yesterday, and I encloee
hAl"'ft1th 8 copy of m;y Lord. and 'la.Ylor speech
accepting the aWArd, and p;1vine you tho Ol"'ed1.t
wh10h you 80 richly deeArve.

I diet not tilke t.he truuble to .xp~1n

to 70u over the telephbns what I think 70U know
already. that the Univ"",1t,. of oxtord bas no
euch thing 8S a cataloo!:~c in thfj AIleri~8n sense.
There ....1u instead an nxtord. Un:!:~et"51ty lIandbook
~ich I think would be DIOSt. useful to your friend.
'l'h8re is &1so • volume entitled "Exa1nat.1on
Statutes"" wh.ich is a ldnd ot .-llilbwl of the u­
Rinations required tor the various degrees. I
am haTing both volumes sent to ycu !'roll. the Oxf'orcJ
t1n1...et'81ty Preae, with rrr oow;il ' '''"1ltI. u ~
friend 18 eu!f1aiontl;r lot....o_ in the Univ1i",1V
of oxtord, there are oerte.1n other th1nga that he
a1&I>t .....d. One 18 0 volWllll entitled "Orlbrd" bT
Cl1r1atophor lloooous.. lIh1.oh cum bo obtained~
the Oxford UniWI'81t;y Preea in II." YOrk. IJld
_thor 10 ro:r book "the _r1can RhodM Sal!oal'­
.hips". 1Ih.lch C~l!1 ~>e obtained troa 'the Pr1bDeton
Uni.....it;r Preo.. It~ he. u ....... thot tho
IIondbook and the _lnat1oll 8ta_ 1I1ll glw
hia aU he _do.

•
Dr• .lb_ rl8 r
522 Fifth Awn...
_ tori< lB, _ Yot'k

c.

•
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Dr. Abrahp!!I. Flexnpr
522 Firth Avenue
rlew York 1f:l, N "York

(all Nil to go to oXfice)

Home address:

20 E. 76th Street
:'811' '!C'rk 21, llew York

Fro. his secretgry:
Hrs. Esther Bailey
34 Wercer street
Pr1ncet,m, N,J.

Phone: Pr1n~eton 114
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29 Oatober 1946

Daar Dr. 'larwra

1Iar1. and I ••nd you warMlit thanka tor

the book on Oilaan, which arrived tllia DI01'Dini. I

.. del1gh~ed ~ he"" H and shall read it with the

keeneat interest. So Car I ha.. oal¥ had the oppor-

~unHy oC l ..Cing through i~. bl1~ e'on tha~ quick

ax_i.DeUon shan _ how much of your eduoatIonal

phlloeophy hae &1'''' into H.

Witb afteotloDat. regards rroa us both

to Anne and youraeU, I aa

Yours 91oo.re1,y,

•
Dr. Abraha nemar
522 Firth A_
li.. York CitT 18
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Thia Clipping Fnrm
NEW YORK. N. Y.
HERALD TRIBUNE

JUL 22 1947
Mary Flexner

Der BrOther, &rnanl, 'V.. Leader
In Palestine Ald In tbe 19%0,
MU')' P'lexner, 5e\'enty-Iour. sister

of the late Bernard Planer, lor­
mer president 01 lhe p ..lts-tine Eco­
nomic CorporalJon, and 01 the J..te
Dr, Simon Fluner, ora..niur and
flrst director of the Rockefeller
Imtltute for Medical Research,
died yesterday at. t.he Rockefeller
Institute Hoapital, York Avenue
and SIJlty-lirn Street.. She U'fed
at 1000 Put Avenue.

Mw J"lemer w.. born Ln Lou14­
ville and was ,raduated Irom Bf)'ll
Mawr Colleae. Her brother, Bern­
ard. who was a leader In promoUn,
the economic rehabilitation and
development 01 Palenlne in the
19205. utablished In 1928 a no,·
000 lectureAhlp in humanities In
her name at Bryn Mawr,

Sumvtna are a thIrd brother.
Dr. Abraham Flexner, lormer di­
rector of the Instltulf, [or A~_

vanced Studies. at Princeton, k ~
and a twin .later, Mrs. JuUta L.
Baldauf.

220W.19lbSt. NEWYORKll,N.Y,
Tel. CHelle. 8-8860

Cit. (0 5]1.914) IS I,002.76SI

Th~ Cliwbsg Ji'nI'm

NEW YORK, N. Y.
TIMES

JUL 22 1947
ISS MARY FLEXNER.

SISTER OF EDUCATORS
lll.. )(uy J"luntr ot 1000 Park

Avu\HI died. yutanlay attar"" 11I­
neM or Nven weeo In. the bcwpltal
of lba RodtehUer lnslltuta tor
Kedlcal Ruurcb. York Avenua
""d Sl.ny·lixlh Street. ot wbll:h
bar brolbe.r, lba late Dr. Simon
J"lexner, wu for fifteen y.an dI­
rector. Sb. w.. '74 ye.u old. a
daUrnl.er of Morrla a.nd ~tber

A braham nexner 0( LoullvlU.,
K,.

In Ka". J'21. a.nother brother at
MI.. Jl1exn.r, th. lat.. B.rnard
nun.r, 1'01.. York lawyar, ,nth
wbOll1 Iba mada her hom. fot
yalrll at lb. Puk A:...nua addrua.
..tabu.tJ.c1 In. her honor at her
alma mater. Bryn llawr Colle....
lba Mary n.xner Lecturu.hlp on
Humanltlu. Th. lum of $50,000
.,.,aa provided for tha pUrpoM.

Since then~ Flexner had de­
voted much of her Urne to lbe ...
lecllon of I«turln and other ar­
r&Jlf"t.menl.l connected With lbe
carrytn.. out or th. purpo_ ot ber
brolhar', Jilt. Arnold J_ Toynbee.
lb. Brililh biltorian. lut bolder o[
the lecturuhlp, ,avi IIx lecturu
at Bryn Ma'lll.T lut .prin.. on "EII­
counter. &tw.en Clriliullonl:'
and packed the 1,000-... t hall on
every occulon.

MI.. Flexner had been a .up­
porter at varioUl phUanlbroplu,
notably lb. Henry Streit SltUa­
mInt on lbe lower Eut Side...

Sh. Ilave.! a brother, Dr. Abra­
ham :nuntr ot 160 Eaet Seventy·
aecond Street, cl1reetoT unlritul at
lb. lnsUt~cec1Stud"j
at Pr1nceton.~d a Iiltu,
UI'L Juliua 1.. BaldaUf of Chlca,o.

22OW.19lbSt.,NEWYORXll,N,Y,
Tel CBe1Ra s-886O

Clr, (0 2n,1n1 15.t, 209,7"1

Thil Clippiftg Ffooom

NEW YORK. N. Y.
SUN

JUL 221941

I ary FleJrDer.
ary F1exner died Ye!lterday

the hospital of the Rockefeller

!InsUtute for MedIcal Research,
York aveFlue and 6J;!Jt stN'et,
which her' brother, the late Dr.
Simon Flexner, organIzed .nd
dll"eCted tor flttee.n yean. An.
other brother, the late Bernard
F1exDer, a lawyer, wu president
Of the Palestine Economic Cor.
ponUon. Miss Flexner wu 74
)'un old and lived. at 1000 Par1c
avenue. She devoted much of
hltr life to philanthrople and edu.
catlonal acUviUes, Including the
Henry Slreet settlement. She Is
survived by a third brother,
Dr. Abraham F1e.xnt'.r, dIrector
emeritus of the institute for' Ad.
vanced Study. at Princeton. and
a twln-sbte., KNo 'lJ'UlIu!l 1..
Baldauf.
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ABRAHAM flEXNER
n:z PI""I "\'£NUI
:.IIWYO.~ IS,N,Y.

On the occasion of his eightieth birthday,

Mr. Abraham Flexner received letters, cards,

telegrams, Bowers and books from numerous

friends.

He regrets profoundly that it would be very

difficult for him to write each of his friends

a fitting acknowledgment.

Mr. Flexner assumes that )'ou will be kind

enough to accept this impersonal note as

evidence of his deep appreciation.
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ABRAHAM FLE.'<NER
522 FIFTH "VaNUB

NBWYOllK 18, N. Y.

Mey 10, 1946

Dear Frank,

first
BWay.
pathy

Your telegram W8S, I think, the
that I received after Simon passed
Thank you very much for your sym­

end friendship, which I value.

brothers.
tora. For
together.

Simon and I were more then
We were friends end collabora­
the last sixty" yeu5 we worked
I shell miss him deeply.

11th every good. wish,

Sincerely your friend,

Dr. Frank A;ydelotte
Institute for ~nV6Dced

Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:GH
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DAY L~·rT:'R

!lay 3, 1946

To: Ur. Abraham .t'l xner
150 East 72d btreet
New York, N. Y.

Deeply grieved to bear sad news of death of your

brother ~imon. He had a great career and made

contributions of unique value to American medlcl~e.

It 1s a great satisfaction to me to have had hl~

on the rol. of eastman ?roressors. Heartfelt

sympathy to you and the pE 7 t .. members of your

family.

Yrank Aydelotte
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Ottobor 17. 1944

Or. ibrabaa }~exner

'22 Fiftn Avonue
Ne.. Yor", 18, !Ie. lor&

Dear Dr. flexner,

I II 'We your letter of ctober lith ItI1!l "'.17 Iluch regret
~t yOll. !o.}t 1mp-.llod to G~ ~m:.t. you r6"ort :JO"J aald to
P'llnol'aq. In a;uch _ ltatter eta tnb it· GeEa to m. thrt we
oucht to atree to follow tb~ prooadure ,enctloned by .CQ~e.io

Ua&t;:8, b1 wJl1ch Tru8~ea deal ..lth I::n~c.b;lre of fll.culty
tnro: h tJ>a. Dlra.ctor. To bcva dona ~o 1n t31 cella would
have avoil1ed the .laund$rDt6nd~ uo.... er .. len I L\., Bure )Oll
8:1'. laborin,.

Thl~ dispute do~s nol .~ to .9 to b. L &ult8bl.
Que tlon to reler to tb.. Trost.. e but 1£ you Lncrlat tbM.t.
thtl 6hould d15c~n Lt, I shc~l. or cQ~r&o, be prJ ared to
supply lon. with full 1nfoaation. 'ortuDQ1.el..1, we nllVQ D.

~~ttf.1 on Inetltute P~11c1. I a» c£n41nz ~our lalt..r l4
lrbe rwll'WlQ lo....1.b.r .1th .. cOpY or tbll r",~ y Ul ltU be
pr .i*r~ to follow tbe. innrocUons of tu Co:" l..tt.!e c.::: to
.bether or Dot the .atter ebould b. brouaht up .t our ne
.."ine.

I Your' v~ry ..-lllc"ri.:l,y,

FiUN& UOELOTTJ:

•

•

,
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Oct ber • 944

~boo oJ. Ii. . 1 tic tU 1

Dr•• rank Aydelott_,
The loatitute or lJvancod Stu
Princeton, .J.

D r r • .&.r4 at-te,

•

11tbaut- at I too c 1a ~I1C. t...I
.. tel', I t.h it roper to Won '" ot U1 1.nt.erv1n nth
Dr. u:cer _hall 1 ""1.te 7 10. tit.. tt ce.lo •• lor unr
he!ll. ou..Id:l.. by let"r t.o ••0 ~ b on -11 ••tter t .au.! • of
crl&t lnter.£t to %e.·

or ...k&4
I, 10 ar.a

er then
t

,ao
tt 6l..J to

c trlbutl, ...
wna'" • out. Or.
apo to •
-I'll tel )O~.

At tb.la polat.
tJa t th.1!. 5

At tel' t.be aAC

• how ay .~rll;

1 co se,
red

tor ur
.d fro

lIt t
ar di u.. ion.

CIT co t,

t th1.
But. 14 do .r

roe., 000• ..4 nd b

tl 1.:.

..e
•

r eo

I
Int• Dr. ..mar

Indic. ted in bie ...."oj<.
of the in e 1.. 00

ve tiC

J to
I

•

"'7 t kno"1.n . h r on ..ua
~. ot a1 at; La tn. d1rectloa
ul like, bo••~.r, to pl~~. ?erllon

•• it. 1 tr b tn "1 a••or,_

Sl.:n1'J I &i1 I P 01

...10 P

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



\

\ \

~

• ran'"

A1traha. n_er
522 1U' J... 1M
... Iork 11, 1.1.

OaloHr 11, 19J.J.

About • tor1a1lbt 0 I
b. • aut 1ft toa.

I wld. lUa I w... au ..na
.u.c &II. \IDfr1 7 ..tti • \ow
"I • Ie bol, '1 oW
•• I 11., ."

to

al,
I..

I
.........Tta

..14, "Prot.'ltOr ,. oCu"
tln.. 10 all.l l'

• ,..~..., - .. ra.r
ro•• t8 10. I .&1a, liD ••

I .. a"Ao.I"ILM, it. ill.· II
• ~olot.. aGO &>OUt tM. dt".11='·

8. rcplle4, -I thl8 I.·

I ..1 , I-I £all uk Dr. lotto t.o brill Uta oU tloo
• at lJlo r4 ..t 1t. D."l..\ Met , bul, 10 '7 J " , ~o 0 ~ .111

de.ebe th t oa. or the olh.er 0 """ tulpec t be
0111 u.y 'be t.v4loraltl. to I .Ilt• Yt.r, I toM

110 4 •• ....tll I or4 tro • AT olot • tn.J>.-upoa 0
.lao ~ 1111 out. t t.M ro • •• b).· •• L. l.rt•

I .. t IOU t 1 bl ..... I tMl, it 11' ttoO" Ueh
you rb~1ll4 * u~ .1tb P~otll:q at tN earl! t po..! 1. ao.ant.
P",.f 'I' tHo 0 10 ... , 10 10 be 10 prottl>1¥
_dotll or the er aan, t b I 0 not ••• t\ r 01 ae' DO.
l.o tb T hlPP old ta ~"rr •

l tb bo t Illu to 10~ o.:uI krll,

y; r .1DC'rel1,

4, A. r.

• huk J.rdolotto
IIloUtuto to. old' old E\l><l;r

PrlAce_, .... J.~

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I ec

err. '1 1D r,

r ~ , 19 2

In r
C1n you 10 Yery
of h. fin nc1 1
ao Dt.

';>00 e to y
br1ef fora I
podtlon of

r telephone c
CD ;>r h nl1n
he In.tHute

11, I c
It t ... Dt
t tt,lI

o
tlon.
1_ .1

• have no
I 110ce 10)8.

11noe t t 1IIe,
follo "'

our
1t of e

1n t

~cet out oC our
Q y rtf op ra­
auditor'. r ~ort,

1937-)8
1938-39
193 -40
194 41
1941-4

,r tel".
I 1 17 t

re 0
o

p .e.
Oor 0

p r
n

Sor 101
DeC1cH

••
Bur los

t10D

I 0
1

zp n ••
10 dd1t10n "our
) the follow1nc'

~ 11noe 193 w1thout Iny corre-
re.aurQe, Ir (clu .1nor

~.O .alar1.. 1n ea no leI
C n rl utt~n on these to

Te cb~rl Inl •• , 1 y
c n~lc • • Ip n11 - ~ rox.

0]1 r t10n or Fold nall
V1 ector'l P no10n
L1 r ry

3C,Ooo

1,500
10,000
20,000
12,000
"< ,-lIO

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I

I

- ~ -
'l'h11, e. 1", 1_ not 1;1.11 • the ole. ort.
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Oatober 2:1. 1941

I bad t1M .. tlw tra1n to rM4 the W. of
Dr. lelQll eloeq on<! .are!'oll7. end, 1Jldeed. _ at it
tri... It 10 a .plUoect pi... at eart. I eaJ."'" fIftI'7
paragraph ""d I 1e=ed a groat deal troa It....t aereq
abollt aedialll. bat eIlollt .t.bar tb1lli. a. well. l t e. I
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lOur booU Uout Md\lan'ltNSnSDC tor tbe UpfoYrr.~ of
OV ertaeer1lll ....... at Swar_ro. eo I tllul _ 1Il
tbe W • • t Dr. lIeleh which I ....... at tlw IuUtate.

I.ban Suat writt.. 7f1RZ brotlwr at Oif _tlaaa'••
t.r tbe book """ II}' d.bt to it. It 10. 1Jldeed. a croat
aobl.....OIlt ...4 oll&ht to ,.t • Mihor hi...

I had a ,,"t dall&bttlll .\JI:~ 1Il Oal1toral.a.
I att.4ed tlw 1JwI&VaU.... "odYed _......, daarea•
•_t tao deJa At HUIlt1llctoll L1I>ra1'7 dla aJAi Ian1tate
prolll" oa4 _ ~ at tbe 1Ja1varalt7 of e.ut__
tbe _ -.ad. It .... OIl tbe .bola. a pluaaat _
protltUla SOIU'R07. on<! 7f1RZ cUt ot~ brother'a ....
aad. \be be.... em \be tra1n the b••t part of it:

Dr. a_ 1'1_.r
'lIlo Ot.mO&io ,_dau..
S25'nttb A_-
I .. 18rt CIV

'....
•

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



April 7, 1941

Dear Dr. nemera-
Do you expect to be at the Camegie Foundatioa

Wod.neBday DIOrn1ng and would you have t1lla for a .hort
ta.lk with. Ricnard Storr, 8 gradU6.te of Swarthmore in the
ouee of 1937, who 18 worJd.n& on the hiltory of graduate
educatieD in this country?

1 think Storr has bed Bome correspondence
with you on the subject. ""t. any nt-e, the center ot b1..
whole study would be Gl1c1n 1 8 work: at loms Hopkins, end
I told him there was no one whe could gtva him a. much
information on that lIubJ ect a. you.

Since Storr b6s to be in New York on ':ledDeaday
in any coIlse, I am tl.sk1ng h1u to cull 0. 't the Fowdat1on and
ask whethl:Jr 1t would be poDdble for you to aeo h1a. It
you brB not there or are not ab~d to see him perhnps you
would Just le~ve word with the girl in Je.sup'. outer
o1'i1ce.

Youra sincerely,

Dr. Abre..bam !'1cxner
C.rneglG FoundLtlon
522 Fifth Avenue
Hew York Clty

•

/
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6 IIa7 1940
Dictated 110" 5

Deor Dr. Flexner,

I hod 0 verT .0tistoctorT interview yith
William Ro.enwald and he eeemed s7MPothetic but rai.ed
the question os to whether it would not be better tor them
to opproprio~e the mone,. to the Committee tor Displaced
Germon Scholar. rather then to tho Institute directl,..
I told him I thought we could make more ettective u.e
ot it it the mone,. w.. given direotl,. to u ••

Mr. Rosenwald asked me tor cert.in figures
whioh would show the oontribution whioh we are making to
the problem dreod,.. IIrs. Bolle,. got these tigure. up
tor me tbl. mornin~, telephone them to me end I enolose
oop,. ot a letter wh10h I am writing IIr. Ro.enwald end
whioh it ma,. be convenient tor ,.ou to have it ,.ou have
an,. conversetion with his si~er.

I disou.sed the tea on 110" 13th wi th the
tooult,. on Frid.,. and wi th such 'l'ru.toes .. I oould get
hold ot. lIembers or the taoult,. telt that it would be a
mistake to plen 0 large te. on such short notioe, that
there was danger ot our leaVing out aame people in
Princeton Who ought to be invited and that on the whole
it would be wiser to make this a tomil,. part,. ot mombers
ot the tacult,. ond Trustees waiting until next J'8or
when lIarie end I ore settleJ in Princeton betore we trT
to entertoin members ot the Prinoeton tocult,.. lIarie
reels ver,. strongl,. that she would rother do. it this wa,..
I am acoordingl,. savitlg the extra 11s t ot names whioh ,.ou
sent together'" th tho.. I havo reoeivod trom other .embere
ot th e tacult,. end 'l'rue toee tor use nextJeor • inwit1ng
onl,. our own group th1B time but oon.ide ng the lorge ­
part,. merel,. postponed. I imagine AlIne will think this
Is a wIse solution. .

Yours alnoerely,

Dr. Abraham neXller
150 E. ?2nd Street
Wew York Cit,.

I
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6 May 1940

Deer Miss Schorr:

I enclose the figures about our

budget which r. RoseDwald reouested. I hyve put them

10 the form or 8 letter to b~ ~nich I enclose herewith.

It by soy chance everything is not cle¥r you could 6et

me on the telephone Tuesday or ~edne8d&1 at ~.Qr~uore ZO,

or Thursday, Friday ana 3sturdGy &t ir~nceton 2~aO.

You,' s~n~£I~l),

Uis8 Pam L. Schorr
care ~tlllgm Rosenw&ld, Esq.,
12~ ~8st 42nd ~treet

New York City
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27 l'ebruary 1940

I am delighted to hear that the book is finIshed
and that proofs wiil be 00 ng along in a few weeks' time.
Needle.e to say 1 look forward with tee kes_est pleealre to
reading it in Ite entirety.

1 note your point about exohanging oatelogue
oards with the Prinoeton OnlTersity Lihrary. I Te elready
been in touoh with Mr. Heyl about thia, and we sball at ooune
be glad to furnish them wi th the osrda at our lIbrary It they
so deeire. I haTe elreedy exohA ed aeTeral letters wI~

Boyd. the Dn Princeton librarian. and eX t18ct to work out
wIth him eTory possible method of oooperation eo as to brIng
about a maximum of eocnomy and OOnY8n1enoe tor both 1nstitutions.

Tba~ you vory ~oh for your willi nese to see
Bush. Aa soon es you hevo done that I want to talk about
Cappa and Tedesao. Yorey I see a moat every week. and I em
~OUB to kn~1 ¥ulat your suggestlcn 18 in regard to him.

My old elbow Ie oreeklns along. It Is a oase ot
an inJury whloh I had as a boy and wbloh has bothered me more
or leea all my life. In Florida at Ohrletmaa time, trying,
on tha adTioe ot the experts to put a little more right haDd
Into my awing and thus get a lIttle lIOn distanoe, I threw
It out in some war so thst it has besn quite painful slnoe
then and threatens to be a eerloue detrIment to my galt. Thi.
last is ot oourse the only th1:lg I worry ebout. It hos been
extensively axsmlned aDd X-rsyed In Philadelphia, and goea
Into e plaster oaet this afternoon. It that does not do It
any good, the dootors talk sbout en operatIon, whioh I have
aaid I would be Willing to haTe only It they would etake their
prot••alonal reputation that it would reduoe m¥ average aoore
hy tive strokes.

In two w.e~8 we shall have the 4e01110n of the
Rooketeller l'oundetion. All the negotiations LaTe .erved to
inorease my optimism sbout the reault, but ot acursa these
things are not eettled until the final Tote i. taken. I telt
that it was DO uee trving to prepara a budget until than, d
.a aoon as the result 18 known I want to talk oTer with you all
our plan. ror next year.

WIth atfeotionata regerds, I am

Yours linoerely.

Dr. Abraham l'lener
1'0 at 720d traat

_ York, • ew York
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Dea~ Dr. F~exner:

I Cir... !:!l:ch re ... ~eYad. by th"J st6..toa:.~nt in :"fl1Ir
lette~ of ~3b~~~ry 9th tLut Dr. Crowe finds nothing serious
the ",~tt~r wl th your throat wld o'lly o"II" '=8 you tr~ s ten e.

rlr.i\l::tJ.'t ~"I,lO .r
I feol very rully the fo ~~6X. u~ ~e~r~~

about the libr~ry. nnd. you '1'111 be lnt,erell1td 'to··kf1:~WVth'B.'t··
I he.ve already hOld a conver_st 0:\ w1 th fir. H"3yl, the Rottng
librerian, on Just this SUbject ot how the two libraries onn
be r~d8 to o~ ple=ent eeoh other ~ather then to r~,lcoe eaoh
other. Certainly it wou~d be e wioked waste of money to
duplioate 1ibra.ry facilities, exoept tor ::nch tools 8S would
be needed dally end hourly 1n eaoh plaoe and might even be
duplioated in e da?3rt~ent,al l~bra-~. I should dearly love
to be ~lle 0 ~~a tie I~stitute library add mnt.erJally to
the resources or Prinoeton by aoquiring books ge~aln to
our work w1:· cb the Prinoeton library dOG:! not. possess. Yle
ahall o~rtGln!1 aa on the lookout tor euch material. and I
have no do~bt thnt «$ shall eventually secure a oonsiderable
amount of it. We bave an arrangement with Mr. Heyl by whioh,
now that we have B libraIY, we shall mske interlibrary loans
trom the Institute ~o Prinoeton and from Prinoeton to the
Institute. whioh wll_ be 8 convenience to everyone ooncerned.

I 00 sorrt to eay ~hst the Carnegie nstitution
has out Lowe's sppropriation down to $1000 for this year. I
haTe not ap roaohed th6m on the subjeot. preferring to leave
the matter to you. snd ot course I do not ..nt to urge you
to do aDTthing that would in any way tax your strength or fOur
Toioe. Do fOU expeot to be·able to get down to eee Bush any
time in the neer future? Or would you prefer to have me do it?
I hOi'S to get over to New York next week to see you to talk
about this and several other mattera, inoludlnl Capps and
Tedesoo. I had a very useful conversation with Edgerton at
Yale about tedesco yesterday.

At the pra6ent moment I &a. In MY spare time.
having dootore fussing over mf elbow. Thare io some talk ot
an operation whioh, it performed. would not be Tery serious.
,I han said thet I would aubmit to the operation, provided

• Dr. Ri8amen and Dr. }Aoore would stak.e their professional
reput6tloD8that the result would be to out at leest five strokes
off my ooore, but that I woul~ not oonsider my.e~f Justified
in undergoing an operation for le.s than five otrokee. There
~he matter resta tor the moment.
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150 East 72 strset
Hew York, r;'. Y.

February 9. 1940

Dear Aydelotte:

Thank you for yours of February 2nd. I saw
Crowe in Ba timore and spent a week in Atlantic
City. There doesn't seem to be anythin& to be
done aoo~t my throat except to ·shut up~ and when
I do have to talk as I am doing now, doing it in
a low tone. Thank you for your good "ishee. How
much therspeutic value they have I will let you
know later!

I am glad the liorary i. be~inning. I have a
feelinb that it may work 1n one of t~o ways: either
to bind the Institute more closely to Princeton,
or to pull it away. The rut~re of the Institute
really depends on ever closer co~peration with
&ole men in Princeton, and that of course will
be equally important ~ Princeton itself. Books
have short lives. An institution like Princeton
has to have a ola library. The Institute library
will have to duplicate Borne thin68 which the men
will be apt to need at any time. But in the main
I hope the library will be an addition to what
Princeton possesses, so that the Princeton men will
get in the way of comine to our library, Just &s our
men will keep up going to their/s.

I can't go to Florida now, for I am goin& over
the final typing of my aook, of which you have
promised to read the proof. I hope it will not be
too much of a chore.

With every affectionate good wish for you
and Marie, I am

Always sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, 11. J.
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17 January 1940

Denr Dr. Floxner:

Under separate cover I am aending you

a battar pbotcsrapb for your book tban tbe one wbiob

you sbowed Me on Sunday. It is a ohiny print, whioh 10

best tor reproduotion. I shall 8SG you 1n Princeton be­

tore yOll see this. but I thought it would be moat oon­

venient for you to have this at your house. Pleass oall

your printer's attention to the point ot siving oredit

to Saohre.oh.

With kindest reaarda, I am

Yours sinoeroly,

Dr.. Abra.ha:J1 'lsxner
150 East 720d ~treat

tlew York, New York
,,
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January 10, 19~0

IJr •
150
•

nbrehem laxner
. 72:ld treat

York City

Da r Dr. 7laxnar:

Many t nks for your kind telegram about
yo~r co~ver~btlcn with Mr. ~ber ar oon-
cerC.L Oldan or. 1 apprac~ ~e very much
your intervantion in thia EBtter. which ould
teve beeD a ~rc tor e to err £~.

I shall telephone ou For-atl e on Koo~aYt

January 15th. I aave an ap,oint nt ith Joe
Willits that day an hope very ch to get
something sattled. My eng~e ent is for ~:30

o you may expeo't a masse e fro me sometime
in the a1'ternoon or early in the eventng.

Everything rcas well here nd' a ara h v1ng a
onderful vacetio~. but th life of e f0Irer

1s a herd o.e. Just 6S I thou~ht I t.ed the game
in my pocket end had cede thirty-nine for the
first nlne ho~e9 vesterdey, I mede some kind of
a 'kwerd drive on the tenth tee nloh actually
jer~ed ~y ri ht elbow out of pleec. ~ local os­
teopath acapoed 1t back and ~e • ys I ru.ll soon
be 88 Food 88 ever, but I teel very sad at miss­
ing eo beeutiful a chance to braak e1thty.

Ith affectionate regards, I am.

YOur9 Q: iocerely

7reJll .ydelotte

fA/db
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January 10, 19..0

r!S. hDraha • exatl:r
John. Hopkin. 1Io.pital
~ l~i )re. r land

Dear Anne~

e ·er socew~t ala ad to aee the letterhead
of your letter of January B. I do hopa that
these wader 1 doc 'tor in Jo· a op.. ins .i. ....l
not find Bnythin ra~lly the catter with you, and
t ... + ·"OU . '111 be 01:-.[' strong by thp- iL!B we re­
turn.

I teel tempted to discharge the entire house~eep­

inf forca of tha In.titute. Almoat tha laat thing
I did was cEreful_y to ~18c8 the bust in the 10c6­
tion 9~eclrl 0 your Q!~ :~t u re It .oo~ d
extr~ely ell. Some bu.ybody u.t va put it b c~

in the orl~inal place. As soon a I ~asch Princeton
Janua=y 1 th, I .Lll restore 1~ to t~e lac tion you
.pecified. and ahall the~ be g.ed to aea you ~nd

the aculptor at any t~s you find it possibla to
oo~a dO¥~. I sUfSe t Jenuary 25th or 20th.

Our ho Iday bere hee b en ti 11:e B vcsr. The bt"er
he,' b en cool, but clear and perfect tor polt. The
onlv tra~edy concerns 8 ce:tain failure to break
eighty, about hich I hava written Dr. Flaxnar in
dateil.

Look1n8 fo
I =,

rd with gre6t pleasure to seeln~ you oon,

Yours sincerely

Fronk Aydslo ta

FA/db
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January 8, 1940

• Fl xner
150 ~. 220 tr et
Naw York Cit.·

De-uo Dr. Fl r:

1 elr r Jlet.
leosed

t.t.er t.o
t.o • e::1

to"'. last1DE
en t.

a

l C 'f'oJU rr
:: rles .Ten.:::1.::m
!l',~art,!l::or ror Moh

u not~ r wee· her.
illit.s on t.be 15t.h.

lJUsy thnt. e k re rill{' t. a ror t.he
January 22od.

Co "t.ulat.ione on t.be conclusion or "-our aut.o io r p!lY.
I t. nit it. is ondertul t.hat. you r le to et t. e
"",useri t. ready fit. t.he t.1r:e pro.lleed. n~ I look ror-
nrd t.b t.ho enest. pleesure t.o t. riv110 e or

reedinc it 10 proor.

I ve t. ourht a rr at. do 1 a out. t.he tit.le and t.al.ed
it. er' 'ith ...arie at. 1 nl"th. nd WI re r t.hat.
your own ir t.inct. is ri ht. nd t.hat. ou should c 11 it.
"I b.r. I Recb5!r". That sounds tr sh end inter-
ast.i ~ 'ill att.raot. raa r uld be 11tt.le
r 11ed b~ .,0' ust.er'e au t1.. I sura that. any-
ono ho be 1 s t vol r.?V.r loy it dO'1l1 until
he bas rinishe it.. e., you 0 't. nt. .. titl.. 011

11 tri ht. n ~ th 104 or - 0 1d r el
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Dr. J'lexner

instinotively that they ooul not tmderstand
"The !'rootier ot Loerninc."

Th8nk you very uch tor evinr. the ny so beauti-
11 0 th Ka~~el. I deenly reoiete ~is

fterosity 'n t'e past ~ e s e 1 need his .el
the ye rs to co: ,e.

I jU
to
"Ve

:;: ..
the ro?fs of 7F fi, al

I
:- t ee

"""l~" ""'~~tlr.ore.
t1etac­

I"",
h-

·ith a

Your

in 'hich 1e joins, I •

hank ~~ lotte

., Idb
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tract t~ Dr. Abrah.. Plexner1a book on unt.eraltl••
OXford 1ver.1ty Pre•• l~

(Th1. vol 1. an expan.10D of thr•• leoture. OD
1v.r.1t1ea g1YIft .t Osrord 10 .a7 1928 on

tlii lDY1tatloD of the Rhodia 'l'ruat.)

Pas.. 217-218.

Pro ... a1 t be sra tl7 ..a1ltld 7 the outr1 t

creat10D or a .chool or lD.t1tuta or hi er leal'D!n&, a lID1v.r 1t7

1D the pD. -' a~ata aee.a ot h. word. It ahould be a free 0 et7

ot .cholarl- tree, becauae .tur. per.on., .n1aated 7 intell ctual

purpo..., muat be lert to puraue the1r 0Wll ar.d. 1n their own T.

!dwln1.tr t10n ahould be a11 t d ine"l'enI1n. Scholar. an

.cient1at. ahould part1cipat. lD 1t. over nt; the pre.1d1Dt

.hould coo::e down f,... hia pedl.tal. The to.... ·organisation" should

b. banned. ~ in. 1tut10n .hould be open to perloDa, c etent

and culth.ted, who do Dot need and would abhor apooD-teed1ng -

ba the7 colle • gr du t .. or not. It .beuld turni .1lIIpl.

aurround1n • - booke, laborlll orl•• , and .bo•• aU. tran ul11itr -

ab.onc. of d1 tract10n e1 r b7 world17 eoncerna or b7 parental

reap n.1b111t7 tor an im=ature at ent bod7. Prov1810n aho.ld be

made for the om D1tie. of 11f. in the 1natitut10n

Ufe ot the atart. It need Dot be. ~le or I

ln the private

etrical. 1t a

chalr c ~ld not be a rablr tUled, it ahould b. l.tt yae t.

ax1lts in 1ca DO lIDlyera1ty ln thia sen.e - no 1n.t1tutlon,

no aeat ot l.~ devoted to ~er te ch

erJ'Wh.~ the pre.am of er~Iu1·~t. and ocatlonal ae iv1t1••

hemp.r. the r10ue objecta for 1Ih1ch uoiv.r.1ti.. exiat. Thua

aol.nce and .cholarahlp aurrer; ner • w ated; ev.., er-

ac).>..te tra101n.; 11 le.. effic1ent than 1t a1ght b., it left to

Hoel!.
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hat c:>uld be expeoted. 11 a modorn Am rioen uniyora tT

.ero thua osta l1sbod? Tho ablo.t seholera end Iclootlat. would

be attraoted to Itl tlculty; tho mo.t earnest atudooL. woul~ bo

.ttrlotetl to lta laboratorioa anti ocinara. It ould bo ""'"ll,

aa 01laan'a Johnl Hopkinl w•• amalll but It. ~ropulslvo powor woultl

be me-entoua out at all proportIon to ~t. 11ze. It would, 11ko a

lenD. toeua raya that nos aoattor. na Rook.reller .tituto ~or

edloal Ro.earch 1. l1m1tod in .copo; ita Loa Ital containa lOla

than tltty bede. t lta unc l'OIII1a1n,; st",~a at aotivUy end

publicatlon havo ..,ivan 1t 1nrluanoe in rloa a.:1d ll'-U'Ope thr:>U3hout

the ""tire !1old ot Dlld1cal Nunatiol> and re..arch. A univorsity

or a school ot hiuher llarn1n. It the laval I hav lndloatod would

/to aD much tor a er dlaclplinoa and .,h .. thus in tL a a ••t the

eneral reoraaalsat1on o£ aeoondary and ~er ~uo.t~on.
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At _

aa,5~1~::~ 11111 •
1\ , ca;u.ronda

Doc r Fla:a.er I

~ t, tor Yol1r • rr 1ot.-,..,0t.l.Da 1 ttor of J auary 7. I
"1"7 Clad to C t 70W" r.",,", or '. ;:J.aJ.. D. to D " t it. co-
lnclcl.a 1 aln. I ho 70\1 D.OW r 1 alar.1.D. lOur a1.Dd • bout the
nole ttAr.

I lovk: to rd. to nc 1Tin.c the Il1J1oJ.te. or tbe laat atKlt.1D& ot th.
j n4 t.o hearing troa rau or fff rur r d lOi· ta.

t pi
0'" r "

• • tMn&.
ito
t Swart....

10 tbe
It

, ria
Uce D :Is

'~:'~:,~ ldaal
,h, L1 • Cal 'f ch,

t1<l<l tlJoe tor.
nt. t bra

th.. on 8X.C tioo
'y D. lou r t 7-

I 10 which lour 11. I

Dr'1l1=~'; n r1'0 u... t
1Dc.t.ora, ... JeNff'f

o1oc"'.I17.

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



,

l \

!'he trute•• and taca1t7 ot the Institute tor J.4Ta1lced Stw!;r \alai thlt

oceae1on of Dr. nexner'. retlrMlent to record tl:.e1r Hn•• at peru.nent

indebt.an••• to h1..a. !he character at the In8t1 tui. baa been d.etera1ned

b7 hi. great faith 1.D. the rOle ot the creaUTe scholar 1D society. It 1.

ihi. that led hi_, .hen he undertook: to organise tbe InaUtute, to conce~

irate abo",. all upon the .ean:h tor Ind1T1duala. to insi.t upon cocplete

freedom tor tho •• IndlTldual. in the pursuit at their acholar17 object1••••

and to endea'Yor to gl," genuine human dit;n1 t7 to their persona 11......

The•• ideale, deepl,. held, account tor the 'boldn••• of tbe Institute'.

plan, the nex1bl11ty ot It. arraneemenb. and the •••• ritT of ita .tan­

dardl. He built t1» Institute around it. acbo1a.r. and did 110t tq to tit

t.Ma into • P"'""arraD8ed institutional plan_

Tbe embod1JleDt o'l hi. ideal. in the In.titute constitute. the lateat

pbaae of a career which apane i1:.e whole period Iro. Oilaan to the pre.ent

tilDe, a period dur1.D.C .hich .American education and scholar-hip achieved

ita matu.ritT. In tbat career hi. experience •• lone and 'fa1'1ed. firat,

as a succeutul teacher, thaD, a. a brlll1ant investigator of educational

and aceial inatitution., &!lei subsequently, aa a wi.. &dm1D.lItrator of

philanthropie tan4l. Ul this e:s:perienC8 he placed at our diBpOu.l. lbat­

ever pre,tip the Institute enjo78 or Ut7 enJ03'" in the :fUture, whatever

,ervioe it UJ' render to acholar.hip, will be baaed upon the foundation.

established by .Abrshea 7lemer. Mon tJum EOtt of hi. contellpOrarlel he

11 entitled to Uir. u be lql down his wodu

IDgi .cnumen tum ure perenniu.
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TIlE INS11nrr:E FOR ADVANCED SllJOV

PJ.INCIlTON. NEW fERSl!Y

December 2, 1939

Presiment Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

~ dear President Aydelotte:

I am sending you herewith the minutes

of the l.IEH:ting of the Exeeu ive Committee of

the Inst tute for Advanced Study, held on

November 24, 1939.

Very truiy yours,
,

~~<,d~
Secretary I
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ABRAHAM PLEXNEIL

N.JNaTON, mw}EJlSI!Y

December 27, 1939

Dec..r Frank:

I did not receive until yesterday afternoon your letter of

December 18, enclosinl the draft of Copel.and t e article. I shs.ll get hold

of him this week-end, Friday or SatU1"'da.y, end do everything in my po..er

to ms.k:e an interesting story out of what he has written. Of course, it is

terribly difficult to explain to the ordinary person whE:t the Institute is.

I have bed tb!..t problelll over and over with Mr. Ba.m.berger &nd IIrs. Fuld.

~ t are .e doing? WhE.t is it leading to? To get people to understL!.nd

that the highest type of .or~ is precisely the work which does not start

out with a concrete objective is no e~sy job, though, of course, one must

not ~ke it too seriously.

I am delighted tbf. t you and ME.rie and Bill Are h&.ving 8

pleasant vac~tlonJ 6J1d r hope that )'"0\1 will stretch it just as f'ar foB you

Clm. I reW1.y do not see any relison why you should try to reach Princeton

~t the end of three weeks. Tue anothlJ:r week or bEl.f week, for the rest

of the year will be more or less hectic ~d you ought to store up as much

energy as you can.

We bed a very quiet and plel:.se.nt holiday. Jeul came up to

Hew Yorit, t.nd on Christmas day we bad 8 dinner for twelve refugees. It

w£s about the big ""est affair we have ever pulled off in New York.. They

were h1l good sports end all of them are finding occupetion or prepLring

th.2mselves for ueeful work. One of theo. I mAW years ego when he E.5 e.

profe ... sor of medicine at the University of VieD.lW. He ~5 now l&..rned
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President Aydelotte December 27, 1939 2

English, passed the State Board examinations, end gotten a teaching post

of a minor kind in one of the New York medical Bchool6. He said thLt he

felt as if he liere beginninb life over again uui the. t he and hi::. wife and

dLughter (all of them ere present) bad no regrets, and they all ere

grateful that somewhere in the world there existed s.n island of se..fety

such as America is.

I sa touchad by your references to my reports, and 6.S you 'Cell

• kno;:r there is no one wbose good opinion I value more h:ighly.

In the course of wit1ng the final chapter of the reminiscences

I have come across c:.ll our corr~spondence about the Rhodes lectureship.

It is interesting rdading, for me at least, ana. shoits more clearl.y then I

hE.d racollected how much I owe you 6nd bow naturally that experience led

"to the Inet1tute.

I came down to Princeton yesterday morning because Hrs. Bailey

hd.d had b severe attack of grippe, and though I h6..d. kept in touch itb the

doctor I 'Wl!.Ilted to reassure cysel£. She is again quite well d spent an

hour and a hL1f at Fuld Hall yesterday. I am sure she w1ll be thorougb.l..y

well by the time you return. Iliss Eichelser is on the job, b&v1ng returned

from her family Chrisu.as gE'.th.;::rinb in JU..s88.cbusetts, as is lIiss llise and

one or two others. The men Ere Qostly an.y this week beuuse it 1s the

week in whicb the scientific societies meet in ashington, Ann Arbor, and

elsewhere. Hence it is quiet as a grave down here, and I am po~ching to

the extent of getting utes Eichelser to help me rid myself of some mail.

J..nne, Eles.nor, and JaRn are all well end ell. join me in

ar ectioOhte greetings ~d every possible good wiab for the Uew Year end
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President Aydelotte

for meny years to come.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
noride. Club
Bi8hJ.and PlU'k
Lake Wales, Florida

~.F/IiCE

DecemDer 'Z7, 1939

Always sincerely,

J. --j J

7

3

P.S. Mr. Maass cal.led me up a few days ago 6.Dd lifter to most cordial
exchange of greetings told me several. intere6t~ f'E:.cts: first, that the
total cost of Fuld Hall is t60,OOO less than the estimates; second, that
e fund is assured - r think he said $150,000 - for the purc~se of books.
r warned him not to mention it to the professors, but to tell only you,
for if' the prOfessors know it the sum Will be spent in short order and
you "ill need an additional SuIn, whereas Y9!!. can make in~uiry as to the
question of duplication of the Princeton library and what is needed here.

I also see t~t the Rockefeller Foun~tion, depnrtin& from the
policy of recent yt:l8.rS, hhs given 500,000 to the Hopkins for endowment,
provided 'they raise an equal. S1m. That I think io/eost auspicious fect
for us.

A. F.
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Swart.baore, Pa.

Dear Meritt:

27 Nov er 1939

and I u oirou

The raaolutlona reached •• thle .orning,

&diatel)' to the BxecutiTe

Co_itt e of the llcerd of Trustee8. I oongratulate you

and the ~emb.rs of your Comaittee on the remar b. la­

proT....nt wl:ioh you IIlIlde in thea. I haTe no oorreotion

to suggest, sxoe,t pos ihly the addition 01' two or thres

words in the first sentonoe to make it read La tollows:

"take the 000"8ion of Dr. Plaxner'" retlr_ent
to reoord in thi8 joint re801utlon ~he1r.e e

It see • to me worth while in that way

to ..pha8ize the fact that this i3 a joint resolution

of the Board and 7acul ty. I om 8e.,ding " oopy of thi8

letter to Veblen end Rletler in order to le n mether

"

they haTe lUIy object'." to the IABertion of those word••

Yours sl.noerely I

Prote8sor Benjuln D. Meritt
Institute for Tanoed 3tudy
Prin_toD, .ew ler8ey
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November 25, 1939

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear ~. Aydelotte:

I b~ve just received your letter of
November 24th and I "ant promptly to thank: you and your
fellow members of the executive committee for the gener­
osity which you have shown in the action taken in respect
to lIlY remuneration and pension. I should be very happy
if on the occ8s10n of the next meeting of the executive
committee or the next meeting of the board, you conveyed
to your fellow members this expression of lIlY very deep
appreciation. I am flattered that the committee has given
me the title of Director Emeritus and placed at my disposal
a room in Fuld Hall. I am not quite clear as to the use
which I can make of it but if' at any time the Institute
has need of the space, it is, of course, at your disposal.

I received yesterday your telegram regarding
your interview with Willits. We have bad an \mfortunate
series of breaks in our dealings with the Foundation on the
subject. I spoke to Fosdick as soon as Stewart and Warren
agreed to come and he told me that cooperation in this field
was something that would make a strong appeal, hE thought,
to the Fowdation for subsequently he wrote Mr. Stew&.rt a
letter of which 6tffilbrt gave me extract which I happen to
have in my pocket book and which I am inclosing. Just at
the time, however, that these things were taking place, Day
went to Cornell and when Willits was appointed, Fosdick
agreed to do nothing in that field wtU Willit had surveyed
the previous activities of the Fowdation. Willits made a
tour of this COlmtry and subsequently of Europe in order to
have first hand knowledge--a very "ise procedure. He
returned !'rom Europe during the summer to think things over;
I could not, therefore approach him on the subject until we
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Dr. Aydelotte
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VI.Gllll"

- 2 - l/ov""ber 24, 1939

returned from C&nada ee.rly in September. He asked me if
I bad any objection to his discussing the Bubject with
Steflf~rt and I encouraged him to ~ so. As Willets "as nell
to the job, the question neces dragged. I had hoped
that fll.vort..ble action might be taken in December 80 that
you would be relieved of &1.l care on the Bubject of lIoney,
but I feel sure frOI!!. what Fosdick and i1illets have said
and the high opinionI' they both entertuin of our economic
group thE.t they rlll cooperate and render the question of
finance an easy one for you.

My throat has aproved 8 good deal since
I came here despite the tact that in the course of a week,
we have bad on..1Jr two sunn;y ~s. But I bave gotten .hat
Is 8S t.portant as sUDshine, namely rest. !nne Is feeling
extrer:.ely well and both of us jeiD in affectionate &I'eetings
6nd all good wishes to you and Karie.

Yours sincerely,
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Extract trom Letter of R.B.Y. to W•••S., dated July 18, 1938

Dear Walter,

I didn't bave tice in the elevator the other day to tell you how

genuinely glad I am that you are going: to teem up with Flexner. It will

give you complete freedom for the kind of thing you want to do, and I can

imagine that under your leadersbip the Institute .111 make as significant &

contribution to creatiTe thinking in econoaics &s it bas made in mathematics.

'!'be thing for lIhich I was trying to ctpi'ure you really did' involve at least

some elements or adm1nie~ratlv8 responsibility, and it prorl.cl.ed no opportunity

for personal parti~lpation 1n research. llexner's position, however, meets

both these objeotions, and,8s I eay, I am genuinely delighted that wbat seeas

to lIle l.1ke an ideal situation has opened up for you - delighted too that the

Institute is going to have the advant&(e of your wisdom and guidance. Your

position there will make your relations .ith the Foundation even more valuable,

and I aa looking forward with 1amense satisfactian to our teaawork together

idthe social. sciences and to what I bope will. be a closer tie between the,
Institute and the Foundation.
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Swertbaore, Pe.
22 over 19J9

Deer Veblenl

I enolo•• e J rt ~r tb reoolutlons

written ae it they h.d 11)' e.,-e ent been adopted both

11)' the Board and 11)' the ~..olllt)'. I ehould be grate:rul

it you would revise thOlll ln eYer)' P eslble way that

""7 ooour to you, llnd let .... heve the ruuU. ot your

eftort. 7ridey aornlng before the Exeoutive Co ttee

seets at noon.

Your. hutHy.

Prote••or ~ Vehlen
lnatl tute tor AdTanoed Stud)'
Princeton••ew ZersrtT
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Swarthmore, Pe.
22 NoYeaber 1939

De r lir. lIaaae I

I enclo.e a dratt or the re olutlons
oonoern1Qg Dr. I'lexner, wnich I ho~e lOU and the otber
m bers or t • Exeou~l ..e Co ittee will reYlee in
eyer" poeeible wal et tbe e~lng on Frlda7. It lOU
bave an oppcrtnn1ty to ahow th_ to Kr. Le1desdcrt
beforo w. meet in P~inoeton, pleaae do 30.

It ts =1 propossl that tbe reeolution.
wbea adopted sbould be referred to the Faoulty In
tbe bopo that they will be willl to adopt them aleo,
tho. enabliug us to ssnd tb m to r. Flexner as a
Joint resoluLion or tLe rd end Faoulty_ I bave
worded th et the b.Slnn1ll1! as it that had already
bee" eareed upon.

Lareon ls solng to stop at SWartbaors
on his wel baak fro LouisTille taaorrow and driye
oyer wi tb .e J'rlday morning, and we eball be et J'uld
Ball sbortly atter ten. E4sar berser and St~rt

oan both oo.e to the Exeoutive Committee at twalYe
eo tbet we ehall be able to traneaot tbe buelnas.
whiob now neede aotion.

Your...inoerely,

Berbert B. Maaas, leq.
888 Park Avenue
Haw York, Mew York
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22 Ho., ber 1939

Dear lI..ritt:

Th.. t.ak of draftlng re olutlona con­
c..rning r. Fl..m ..r waa l ..tt by th.. Board of 'trullt....a
to th. Ix.c~tl.,. Co.-1tt..... of Wblch I oh.~ ••nd
I .... hoplng tbet th.. Comalttea will .Sr.... upon. auit­
abl .. fom .t • ao ..ting in Prino..ton rrid.y noon.

It ooourred to m.. a. I tbought th.
mattor o.,or tbot it would b.. .,..ry srac..ral It tb.
F..oulty would ogr upon tb.. .. r ...olutlon" ao tbat
tbey oou d b.. pr nted to Dr. F~e~..r •• a Joint r .. _o-
lutlon .dopted by tb.. Bo.rd and F..oulty. Do.a thi.
Id... app.al to you? It it do... ould you gl.,. • Y 'ur
b.at oplnion ot the tora wbicb tb. r. olutlon .bould t.k.?

I eooio.o e dr..tt wbleh I bope you will
t ••l tr.o to mark up and r • ., ... In any way. -d ~l.ase

f ..el treo aloo to abow it to anyone wboaa aaaiatano.
would ba uaarul. I bave s.nt i_ bOLb to St~>art and
V.blan, and it you 00" d l ..t a b..v. your a 8aations
~~ th. Io titut.. rriday morning (I .hall bo 0 ottioo
by 10:00 or lU:)0). I coulo ha.,.. a tair oopY d.. berore
the Exeoutive 00 It~eo or tUe Tru.~~ea ~et8 t the
Naelau Olub at u~o.

It you and otb... agr.e ,1th ~ augg••tion.
mT id.a wau d ba then tbot th.. '.oul.y ould adopt reso­
lutlon. (l:lcd1tled 1n any "'y tbey IUJ;l wiab) at th........ting
wbicb we ere boldia,; thst cft.,,·ooo •

Lookino rcrosrd to 80..ing yeu. I e

Dr. BenJ ....~ Il D. lII ..rl:t t
IcatitLte tor ad., coed tuoy
PrinaotoD, New lersflY
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22 Hovembor 1939

Dear Stowart I

I onolooo a dratt at the resolut10na 1'e ardlns
Dr. 11exnar. Ploue l' vlse and prove It in aVdry -'1 tbet
TOU 0 • ! oould n~t Got tha t lag ~~t, ovon tthls tenta­
tive abepe, 1n t1Jlle to ssnd 1t 1".0 TOU at Was i.oet~n, ad I sa
eead1n6 a oopT to Tou st Gladatone, New Jers87. &AO one to
Tour ottloe at ths Iostl ute, hop1ns that TaU wi 1 reoelve
ana or the athol' 1n plentT at t barore the aeet1%l8 at the
Exeout1ve Oommlttee at tho Nassau Club at ana o'clook oa
1rld&7.

I ahall drlva av l' early Fr14&T DOrn1ns, and
be ln ., ottloe .hortly etter ten.

It oo=od to DO that you will be the beat
parson to propose at the Faculty ....otl 71'1 aft. noon
that the Faoulty should eaaooiate Itsalt with tha raaolut10ne
ado,ted by the Rxocut1vo Co ttoe on behalt at tho B~ rd .0
that thOT oould 10 to Dr. Fla:mer as npreaantina the Boord
and Faoulty.

Youra slnoerely,

Walter W. Stewart, .Q.
Gladstone
a. JoroOT
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Dear Dr. l~.XD8rt

16 )JOT er 1939

II 'Y tb • tor your kiDll. letter and your

telephone ~o.ease at la.t nigbt. I am atill In bed, and I am

protltlDB by tbo tirst lo.son at tbe Instituto to at there

tor the aunt untIl oold Is out ot tho W01 and I a all

rIght agaln, allot wbioh I evect

th'o next day.

11 happen tomorrow or

I co.t gr tetul t r tbo klDll. lIO..agoo whIch

you paaa on troa Oodds and tr02 Wo rd, but ..... t at 1 I

gratot tor :rour adTloe and atteotio te od wiahes, I

Sbal~ want to kee in touch wltb you at TOr:r step, aDd it

will be tbe groatsst rem~ th t I oould possibly MTe tor

work at the Inoti tuto it you aro able to srq a tow yeare benoe

that yeu approTe ot the oontribution I

Karie aeks e to th

,.e _de.

you tor your lettor

,

and.tor tho tI0 ets. It wee a de p eatiataotion to us both

to baTo you and Anno hore on Saturday,

With attootlonato regarda, 1n wbich llarl.

JoIns. I sa

Tours sinoerely ,

Dr. Abrah 710=.r
lnatitute tor Adnnoed Study
Prinoeton, Hew 10raay
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER

nJNCETON, NJ!W )J!IlSJ!Y

llovembor 14, 1939

Dear Marie:

Anne and I are now pacld.ng up with a viel1' to leaving

for the South Thureda;y noon.

I aa leaving with Mrs. Bailey a set of two tickets for

the so-called Princeton University Concerts, the series beginning

Dece:Dber 8. As 800n as you reach Princeton, IIrs. Bailey will.

see tnat you receive them.

I was sorry that I had to leave so Boon last Saturday,

but rq voice, though better, bas not yet reached the stage when

I can talk in a large gathering. It was a beautifUl occasion.

Lotb1an's speech was admirable, and Frank carried otf his part

of the prograa wi.th bis accustom.ed dign1V and ease.

With all good wishes to you both,

Ever sincerely,

lira. !'Tank A,yde1otte
Swart.lwore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:ESB

/1
y. J

/
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Dear qdelotte:

~

....o:.~_L_
~~

~~

,.,..,.-~
_L~

~L_

~L_

1~R.~

WDl'JlEUl W. lUUtD

....U .. W. anw_
rPl:'f' L naAl1lI

."'oW> Vl&I."
......D R. WID

•

November 15, 1939

I received yesterdq a letter from Woodward of All Souls, a copy

of which I am sending to you herewith. It showed fine feeling that he waited

until be could get back to Al1 Souls to write lila, for he knows how deeply I am

attached to that venerable institution, but what pleased me most was the concluding

sentence, and that I 8JIl communicating in a letter to Mr. Bamberger this morning.

Tomorrow Anne and I go South to sta;y until IIJ" throat is thorough.ly

healed. Then I shall 00_ back and stop in Princeton to see whether there is

aJV'thing that I can do for you. Yeanwbile, it there 115 a:a;ything I can do for

you whUe I 8JI at W1ll1aasburg or elsewhere - Mrs. Bailey .111 always have lIq

address - do not hesitate to ask 118. There 1f1l1. be little things coming up,

all of which have a history but which your sound sense will solve 8S soon as you

are acquainted witb the facts. J.lrs. Bailey and Miss Eichelser know the facts

and the people, but 1£ you wish JQ' judgment at &IV' tiae, do not hesitate to call

upon as, for it would be no trouble to write you, leaving you absolutely free to

come to your own decisions.

Konda;y I had a talk n:tJl Dodds, and I told b.ia that, when you came

to Princeton and had time, you would see hu. He said:

"Iou and I have worked together for seven years and
you have never done a thing or said a word to which &r\Y human
being could take aDiY exception, and I balleve and indeed I 811
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President Aydelotte Novaober 15, 1919 2

sure that Aydelotte and I will bit it off a8 well as you bave
done. "

He made oDe remark which I should perhaps pass on to you, though

I know in ~ heart that 1t has al.ready occurred to you.

"Aydelotte 1s stepping", he said, "froiD a college to
something IDOre than a graduate school. Hence he w111 have different
problems to deal with and in a seDse different kinds of people, but
I have such confidence in him that I feel sure that he will make the
adjustment at once."

Surely it ever a ia8.D was welcomed by his colleagues am his friends,

you are he, and if ever a man started out with the blessings and good will of all

concerned, you again are he. And now give DO' love to you and Marie, and I

hope that you will have a long stretch of happy, suecessf'ul, and productive work

ahead of you, for I sa1d to Dodds that you had one great advantage over .e - you

are in your own right a scholar and can be one of the humanistic group. I, alas,

have oever been a scholar, for two years at the Johns Hopkins between 1884 and 1886

do not produce scholarship, though they do produce and did produce a reverence for

it which I aa now leaving in safe k.eeping with you.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely your friend,

Pre.ld.nt Frank qdsJ.otte
Swe.rt.ha>re College
Swa..rtbJlore, Pennsyln.nia

~:ESB

I
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COP y October :u., 1939

.ILL SOULS COLLEGE
ODORD

I t wri to you troa Oxfon!. I have had • c1ql a 1.... her. tro.

Th. work 1.a molt intereBt1n& - u rar .1 work in a war C&D. b inter lUna

but 1t 1. h..Y8~ to I t back here, enm tboUCh I ban been at nd.1og colle. co tte.

all the u..ol

II. juat ooDd1Jli thl. abort DO to gi,.. you OT 17 poo.iblo od .1eb tor

JOur time ot ret1reunt. lnow1n11OU, II. aure that thia word r t1.reMnt doe-.ntt _en

rot1rsoDt tro. work, but I bope lt doo• ...,. that at long lo.t you will be abla to atu<l7

your own self, ;your health, the UN of Tour t1atI • little IIOre than 7CJU have n. tor

the•• a&I\Y, UJ:J3', UlI7 7'M" past.

It auat bo a '"17 doep oourco ot hap;dne.. both to you to your it.

thet you haft baeD abla to 00 oolh., po.ltift in tJ:da worla.. In th I.

tiae., when we ora tilll>t1Dc tor .....tb1ni aueb ac than (thoU&b it includo.) our OWll

ti...., and tilll>t1ng apic.t o...u. which I bad .carool7 tboulll>t po..lbJ.o, lt 10 tor

peoj)1. like 'V'lelt • nry usat conBOlaUoD to be.•• 111 iii care ra ll.ke }"ourl!l. It

11Te. ODe hope for the future.

I wonIt wr1t. lIOn DOW. I haft to 10 ft Oxfon! in a ft17 abort u.r..,
but I wanted to write tb1. lotter troa All Soul. CollO&".

!lid juat ODe word acro - bow glad I .. that A)'dalotto 10 ouccoocl1D& you.

Youra ner,

E. L. loodward
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

LAwu.."cr; lIAu.. KIu::u..'iD STREET
CAHBIlIDG&t MAssAcnuS£TTS

november 15, 1939

near Dr. Flexner:

As during the last weeks I lave been very much i:nmorsed
in my 1'/Ork, I did not hoar before last S\mday, through Rufus
Jones, that you hr\d suddenly beoome ill and had given over
the re8ponBibilit~~B ot the leadership ot the School for

1

.dvanoed S'tudios to Dr. Aydelotte. Lfuoh thour;h I admire your
wiBdO'"l i aeleoti.n,g the best p?8sibJ A suooessorJ,. I:lY Wife and
~8 nevorthele8ll concerned over this neWlJ; and "M3 01noor01y
hol,l3 that your illness is not of 1:00 grave a charaoter and
that even in a state of retirement you can indulge in your
customary interests and help us to carryon the burden of
eduoation.

Here I again must say, please don It ane-..er "this letter.
I hope that loan 800ner or later hear trom one of your many
friends how you are, but I could not aboto.in 1'rol'] exprossing
to you and your wire our 8ineere sympathy and our hope that
you wi 11 reoover ver..., soon.

With our best gr8etbgs I

Yours 8i~8r81y,

Roberl Ulioh

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Prinoeton. New Jersey
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA.

PRESIOENT·S OFFICE

20 October 1939

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Many thanks for your letter of October 17th.
Veblen telephoned me about the problem of the lights and the
path, which latter I think rather ~portant, and I therefore
requested him to consult you and Larson and Maass before reach­
ing a decision. I don't mind in the least having such questions
brought to my ettention. I am glad to save you in any way that
I can in regard to such matters, more particularly as Veblen
promised to attend to the details.

I have had too many things to do here to try
to get over to Princeton this week, but if it is convenient
for you, I shall try to oome down from New York on Thursday,
the 26th. If you can arrange tor me to have a room at the
Inn, I shall stay over night and come to Swarthmore on the
27th. I hope to have a chance for a good telk with you end
time also to learn from Mrs. Bailey and Miss Eicbelser how
things are going.

I am perfectly delighted with the messeges I
have had from Vodds, Gauss, and a number of members of ~he
Princeton Faculty, and Hoard of Trustees.

With much love to Anne and yourself, in which
Marie joins, I am

Yours affectionately,

Dr. Abrar.am ¥lexner
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ew Jersey
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October 17. 1939

Deor ~.ydolotte.

I b'sl:JO been overwb.elmad ';l1th lett.ers !U1d talephonu calls. the

former of mich I s!l.:lll show you when you 1l.:'6 h~re. Evurybolt;r concurs nth

Dodds tb,.."'\t no better :Jalectlon could !\A.ve been Iir:tia. You anrl Marie cannot

Except for lot-tars or congratula tlo!1 :tn'..!. reg:'et, tho!l m.:..il 13

l1ehtj end I no d1sl;.QD1ng or it 00 tha.t Jou B.'\Y' not be bot.'1aracl by 1:. ",then

you co~ hero. _~ CO'.7 11tU~ (.UG:JUons about tl1e building hnV9 arleen. If

I shall, of COU!'E1~J Ill_va it to you.

I h:l,..~ ycs~· l:l long talk ...-tth. Veblen - l.r~t aboQ.t quite

iucldentaJ.1J - about ·t.ho:i dinnars and about h1a advice to Earle not to lunch-
:-=lth me. He IJad not a word to Bay in Dul.t-deieGce. Be Gnld ~"3, bolisver,

•
Aot ona of ~ihlcb i~ ,,:rna. I 1.10 not ba11eve that be 1n v1L.'"\l11y JlshoDaot,

but h'J 19 a qUL30r duck "li.h wh"..l.t Stewart~ "n t'lTistad uind," and I am

•detorm1Ded thnt you sl1all not be embarrassed by him e.s I hnve blden eoool"l"asaed

dur1Dg the last six months. The lIay in Q'bicb every member of the i'aClllt;r

spoke to Ir.tr. Hou.~hton an...! the letters and messagee I am receiving froiD. tbeIa

eho. oooclWli'Y'8l3', 61 you will Sde, that Veblen 1a abaolutely self-decelved••
•
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President Aydelotte Ootober 17, 1939 • 2

He h...d, I suspect, not a l:1Otive but an a~bltlon, which, fortUD.':ltely, the

T:ro.stess M.ve dloap.JOinted.

Give ID,Y love to thrie anti believe me.,

Ever "l'ectiomtely,

P,eB1dent Frank Aydel.otte
Swarthmore College
S,mrtlwore, Pemn8~rlnn1n

AF/t.K;~

P. s. I am Borry to rind th."'t Veblen h!is t,....J.1w<i to you over the telephoDe
'lbout 6,~ver.:.U. trivial things, A.1l of ~lich c':>l11d. ~ lit, :'.11(1 tho t he hae
written L.::il'aoll :'IOOllt t.h.ED. Veblen !'laS tala fO.•ttl w:y not to bother'l08.
'nth trlv1«li.tl"a, ~'\jr .in the caSQ v? r1j."l.1..i.J trivi. "things I wot.\l..!t atttmd
to the!:l, lS you ~.<l l'equetsteil, nJ 11' thqr Hl:lr13 not trlv1ul l1e ww.c. simply
holU U1eo up wl'Ul 70U ccue.' It geEh"lti inc.'u-.:.1Ole ..a..:.."t 1.1Q s!JauJ.d h'1V8 I'J1s­
unJerstoc.d~~ l:tO ,.[Jlu.in - l:Alt tlJ~.·a :IOU !l:.iVe it.
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Ootober 19. 1939

.
oal1B. I do DOt _t to worry _ wl.th _. on..,. flatter ..

.u.at _ noa1d __ wido1;r the cboloo of tho rrutoDO Sa

J!yorytllJ.q U ......alng OlIIOOthly ODd ODtom.tioa1.l¥. Ilot

.. __ at &IIy tIM U tIaero i.~ !.!>at _ WRld Uko ..

to do or not to do.

IIItb lovo to JWll ODd Ibrie,

EYer atroo"-t.1Y.

,

•

1
•

.....1d&t~~to--.c.u_
--.,~--.

uta •

.,
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PAU57 35 DL=PRINCETON NJ OCT 16 954A. -
DR AND MRS FRANK AYDELOTTE=
SWARTHMORE PENN=

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES I AM EXTREMELY
HAPPY QUOTE MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU AND GUIDE YOU AND MAY
HE LET THE LIGHT OF HIS COUNTENANCE SHINE UPON YOU AND
GIVE YOU SUCCESS UNQUOTE:

:ABRAHAM FLEXNER,

1145A~
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\)39 OC1 10 IF1W"T~

WESTERN .01. OYWIlOLSo.us_"""- Dl.-o.,t-nu. 15 • f'u"",-
T",lqnn:l Of c.bI.

UNION
Nl........t-C vnIa. In"

,
and cbanan ill... (09) U:-DoIooNoI c.w.

cIk:eced by • uc.bk
"fI"bol ,booN: 01' P"'" NLT-OoWo ......"-

calUc the 1Iddrc-. ..... W"'TK NKWC:O~. CAIIlL.TON :-.c.W'I~ - ...--..
-UlOCHT c .......-.....o.. n.o ........... ...-.. ...'c~~,l:I ..HT

........ fDu.d.u.liIIIt .. IUId d&,J' \eUaI; • STANDAlU> TOolE at pollu.llt arte!L TIllIe of~ .. STANDARD --TIle IUIq u.. ~

Reeeivocl.~ 922 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y.
r . - .' ..

rNW79 40 DL=S\'IARTHMORE PENN 1'0 920A
DR AND MRS ABRAHAM FLEXNER=. --

1150 EAST 72 ST=

DEEPLY APPRECIATE YOUR WARM HEARTED TELEGRAM DELIGHTED
WiTH REPORT OF DR FLEXNERS RELEASE LOOK FORWARD WITH
- .

HUM'ILi TY AND EN THUS IASM TO TASK OF CARRY fNG OUT His
GREAT DREAM ON FOUNDATioNS HE HAS LAID MARIE JOiNS iN. -
MUCH LOVE TO YOU BOTH=

FRANK..
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~ OFSUVlCI!"Otsl ,/ CHECK

"~...-.c: CA-.a WESTERNTnL.llbM FULL lUJI:

...una ........ ACCrG INFMN.,,- """ UNION......., una.,"" wnxuo
TIME flLCD,mu ,=.

~-.w_ ....or_

"-~-;"--'-~i~1Md_ .. t ......'-. Mewco... CJUI~"-' ............,. J. ~ .,u...;VDl. nlMT 'tIC&o__

• 'M "'"

aagnetawan, Canada

Aug. 25, 1939

II :1 Sly! 1: 1ft) Tlfirli:

HAVE CANVASSED ENTIRE MATTER WITH HIlI

FA

, STENART ARRIVES HOllE TOMORROW TELEPHONE PEAPACK

SUGGEST YOU ARRANGE TO

CONFER WITH HIlI IN NEAR FU1'ORE AFFECTIONATE GREETINGS AND

DEEP APPRECIATION

ARRAiIAII FLEXNER

TIlE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MOSEY 15 BY T'£Ll".CIl4PII OK CABLE.
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Dear Stewart:

-\
I

I
1\
.!

\

\

~5 August 1939

•

I have just r3celved e enclosed telogrom from

Dr. FleJD.er, and should be del1gh ad to' see you whenever and ..
"

wherever you f nd it conveniont. ~ oourd meet you in P~lnceton.

or should be happy to have you come over to Swarthmore tor

lunoh sny day ths t you sUllgeot.

W1th kindest rsgerds. I am

Yours sinoerely.

Dr. Walter W. Stewart
Gladstone
New Jersey
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/.,
I

.~oloo 6dJ ~o, baa! elds~!u8 308!6B oj baa eelbl 38 1801ad~8j

~ I ,salot 81~8W doldw 01 .a~88f~ a~8noljo.118 d.tlW
25 Auguat 19)9

Dear Dr. 71a:mar\xlauaa1a s'WoY

I haTe juat arrlTed and foUDd your klDd latter. aa4
.
a taw minutes later recalTed your tele«raa oonoern111C stewart.

"I6!Ue.l."I mAds'IdA • '10
ahall get In touoh with nu at onoe. ID3we,telQlali

alLa' a I >l~ufI slV
Our experlenoee 1n Wexloo were roal1rRW.-y.&leltCO....

epeoially the ayapethy aad UDAeratanding of the gOTe~t

/oftioera with wIlOll we oonterred. All th18 18 T&ry aurpr181Dc 1Jl

-;iew of the thlnga one )eara aaid about th... -

We presented a m8Jllorandua of the oonditione uDder wIlloh

we were ~repared to ttnan08 a small experiaental oolOQJ or Gorman

refugeea. We propoee to bagin with 200 famillaa and to support

them to the extent of .200.000 the first year, plus the axpeas••

of their trip from Oel'lll/UlY. (In01dentally the lew1ah orlaJd....

tiona ere propared to put more money into the plaa. but "e di4. ,
not want to giTe e~ Mexioan ofriolal. that money waa being ~own

aroun410000ly.) Atter an extended eerloo of,lntanl_ w1th the

President and. ~ariou9 mambers ot his oabinet, we reoelved • taTor­

ablo reply in the name of tho PresIdent and ol8Oed by the Seoratar10a

,f }~riculture and GoTorna010n. The latter, I~01dentally, happoned

to be an old friend of alne. Be wae President of ths 1Jll1TeraitT

in 19)2 when I made an addresa In Spaniah on Elizabethan litora­

ture, wIlloh the ll'alTera1ty of Mexioo afterwarda printed. ltllowiJls-your intereat in the whole plan I aoolo.a a oopy of tha l.tter,

whioh 1e really our lIallDll Oarte. We ahall probably .... Artar
Korsan and Dr. Ro.. 4..... t.aediately to aake tha naoeaaery

1
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teohnioal studies and to seloct suitable land tor the oolon:y.

WiCh affectionate,, - regards, 1n which Waris Joins, I sa

Yours slnoerely:,-

b!IJ.. 1"1 •- , ..
• J"I ~ anI :J. C".; 11' "f:Jl.

.
".

Dr. Abreham J'lexner
Wagnetawr:..n :)J1' ) rd
Via Burk's 7e118

• !lU.uIIlnfto,\:Ca'llallal 1 o· 0:. 1:- f·
,

1

:HT' 1 r

I

•

1

.::JJl.,' [b

-....... .r .J j r.;~'",

~o (.') ":..J'!1~. : '::lJ

t'

, ,

J.

-f

J- t ,. x-- <tt,tJ.' I" r ..
,~ ,-- .

rr":O'10J :.:. ,. . c. oJ u..

r .:.11.

I. "t J

~ ",,~ •• ..L .. • la.

L • t:..

... ~ . J ~ '. _ !l

r

,6"I.lrJ

11:'.1- ~ . j 1c \ Ot; B eaol.or.f I al (_ J 0 1 Jnl wox
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25 July 1939

Dear Dr. Flexnerl

lIany thanks for your lett.r. I ehould love
to do • book BUch a8 Simon and Sohuster 8uggest on "How to
O.t an Education in Coll.g.". It is something that 10 v.ry
IllUch n••d.d but wh.n I think eoberly about und.rtaking any
n.w r.sponsIbility I r.aliz. that I have my tim. mortgag.d
pr.tty far into the futur••

I have thes. S-chs l.ctur.s which are going
to b. a big job and I have to put the l.ctur.s on the Rhod••
fWibolarships which I gave at Toronto into .hap. for the
pr1nt.r~ • Thes. two jobs will take all the tim. I can .pare
!'rc:na~er th1Dgs for the next 7sar or so. I am keenl,.
int.re_J;.d in both books and only .ush I had mol'. fr•• tim.
to.concentrate OD them.

The weather down here seeme to have matched
JOurs. Ever since our return it has been almost too chilly,
but that d.r.ct premi••• to ba ov.rco... with greet rapidit)­
since it 18 now warming up with • v8ngs-nce •
•

I am putt1nll things in ord.r her. to g.t away
to Mexioo next week. No one knowa better than I do how many
slips are po.sibl. in d.licat. n.gotiationa ot this kind.
but I am! n.v.rth.l•••• hop.ful thet .om.thinll may com. of
the mias on. Ths id.a occurr.d to Pr••1d.nt Card.nas first

.ot all. 'nle colonizing of vacant lando 10 a v.ry popUlar id.a
at. the mom.nt in M.xico, aDd certainly th••• r.fug••s ••lect.d
bJ the American Fri.nd. Servica and baak.d bJ the J .D.C. would
be a tar mol'. valueble and .ffiaient group than the M.xican.
ar. likely to g.t trom any oth.r .ourc.. In my opinion the
8panloh retug••• and the repetriated M.xiaan_ trom the united
Statea would, &8 a class t be far interior. Just becauae the
proj.ct prem1s._ to be or value to V.xico ita.lt I have hop••
that it will go through.

With aff.otionat. r.garda in which Mari. joins
to 70U and all the tamily, I om

Yours sincere 1,. ,

Dr. Abraham Flexner,
Magnet••an,
v1a Durk's Fells,
Ontario, Canada.
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12 JUly 1939

Dear Anne:

The water of Lake Ahmlc 1s Dot ret dried
out of our batbin u 8uita as I sit uo~~ to ~hank you for 8
moat dell.jltful visit.. Ol·Li.lna.l'~ly a '.let ba:.:hln .... suit
do68 not malce an eSJ.l6clall~r conger~lal truvell1nG cOJl'l.panloD,
but thb waters of your lake se~n to ~ aseI'V6 some of their
~1l.ky charm, even in a dror.p be.th.1oS suit, 0)' at aD] rate
1n OUl' memori6b.

\ie hud d colJ1'ol"'tllole ~l'.ip home, ~ent to
I a movie 1n 'i'oronto, Ql'l'ived In oood time ti:.is ;nornin', spent
\A aUdY Day, and at fiv~ we sull1ec out - .11 tL1'J~ of us ­
to balf. 1"91'io sll~t:k'IGrGt.: unu s11one, I ~~d ono of L1.o bast
rounc.la of tiJ6 year, and even ~111 S6. wuC .ilJ.I reieC, I':::' of
wblch I uV... rii..ute to tLe I.lCRC6 on6. t.;iuil"U '.J yo 1"' C::mutlian
wood!J.

I COMu uuck to f~nd val'1aus new problGma
aD r:IY <les~ Inclu,-~~nb tl Joint T'e.11~.ast fl'OlJl tl:e !lrJerican
Prlenus 3ervlco and the J. 'i1. C. that I ohould loa to iuexicp
next weuk to ::;~ttle .. ltll ..l'os ...~ant CUl'dcnaG oertain uetails
of tce propose colon~z8tlon ~chome for German refUbees.
1 muy havG to Loa ...ut I s; lull not l..:telae for & 1:6'01 day:;.
TTndel' supur'nte cov~r ilinrio wl\i I a1'a scndinu; tl-.o ;-loxnor
family Q vIvie. ,u.ker booio: 800Ut ..ul:i:Jiu. ',ie en o}'Gd it

. partly because WfJ \:no", ti,6 pdJr-1e, ~'-lt. I t: Ink: it ..1 1 iva
you an nnus l. J cl101Ul' ...1U'!u.·t,.". :...:0 01 tCe ii\.ml;>11 :!iue or
Russian lile. 1 pAl'tll.uI6.L 1) ant c16anor to rl)Llll it.

::itb. LlUC 10.... c. f' 'Oril us both to all 0 you,
I&D!

Your. vO~J sinceroly,

lArB. Abraham Flexner.
Jlagpeta.an
via Burk'. Pall.,
cmtario, Canada
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3 Ju17 1939

Deor Yre. Bll11"71

VaIQ' thanks for your note. I a:n sorry
to sa7 that we have fiDal17 decided to give up driving
to C.n.da after all. I found that Ire. Aydelotte wa.
a little tired and inclined to dread tue 1006 motor
trip. so we are boiD~ ~y train to~i6ht. I think on
the whole we are wise to jo =0 sineo _6 bLvo to bo baCk
at 0 dor1n~tc time, soU I B~ould prefel' to drive up
there when we ~ere froo to tako it in ao le~aurely a
manner 83 possible.

Yo s sincerely.

1:1'5. F5thcr S. Bnilcy~

20 UaSHQU ~Jtreet,

Princeton, New Jersey
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Dear r. Maass:

In accord8nee with our telephono convora8-

t1on, Mrs. Ay~elotte Qod I are ~o1n& off to Gonad. today

to ep""d e week v1th the> FleXllere at their clDp. return1Dt!

to Swartl1llore OD '!IedDes~::r. JUly 12th.

Yours sincerely,

(S) PH:':I!': AYDr.LQTTE

H. R. lIaQos, "D\oi.,
20 l'.xchange Place.
Now Yorl: C1ty

COPJ to S. D. Le!d6sdorf, Es,.
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'10 NASSAU STRIlIlT

PRiNCIlTON, N&W JEUU·

July 1, 1a~~

Dear President ~vdelotte:

I ~oUDd t=.e roads in Canada

ver good, and ~t 1s possible to arive 50 miles

nour in towns so tnut "OU can llI&ke excellent

time. In lllV drivinv 1 have kept to tMin roads,

aJt'loug.'1 not alwav8 on tne nignwtlvs.

~itc all good _ishes rOT' a

splendld trip, I am

Sincere~v yours,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
S'lII6TthlDore, Pennsylv&nia
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'10 NASSAU STallll:T

paINCII:TON. HaW JaasaT

June 27, 19S9

Dear Presldsnt Aydelott.:

Dr. Flexnar asked me to write to you
regarding the motor m1l.eage to &lagnetawan.
According to IJf1 speedometer it was approx.1m&tel,y
720 111.1&8 troll Yagnete:nn to Princeton via Toronto.
I should 683 that you could reach illagnetawSD easily
in the afternoon of the third or in the morning
i.f lOU drove ~t a high speed. It may be a acre
direct route to go to Cl.e;yton, He" York, end cross
the new International aridge and go to Wt"gnetawan
via A.1ngston ana. Oahawa, altuough unfortun&.tel,y I
have not 'the a1l.eage for that route. In Canada

~~U;101ifi:8~6~R:ti;o~~l::kFex~~ili!8t
tu.e.

Sincerely yours,

President Fronk Aydelott.
SwB.r'th-are College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

ESB

•
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29 June 1939

De~r Dr. Flexner:

I hddr tram ~r~. rlal1uy th~t the ai3t~oe

to Lake A.hmlc> id Juat over 70J miles. If the roads are

good (I h~ve'J~ t ~rltten to .1"9. ~ul1eyto inquire hbout

tt.'lm). I am :;urE: we cDula cover this di5t!l.r.~e in t •..,o day:=.

.-lith l H:' STu te~~t Sude sinc~ t4.&rle a:lQ I cC.l!lge of!' every

hou.r .t1. thli~ r.~V&l· get. tiTed. as. ~1n31e uljver would.

Urder tl't. ulrcumstbnces we htaVt a.ecll1ad tht.lt it bJuld be

good fun to rive up, sta~tl g en the morning of the 4th

nd til"riving by dinner t.1me on tho 5th. If unyt.bing 3hou~d

h~l:'~ en t.o liela.)o us enroute, we should of course :lend you

a telegr&.m.

Looking torwar ~~b great pleasure to the

peace and ~ulet and goo com~uny of Jour camp, I am
,

{ours sincerely,

Dr. nUTbh...lD1 l'lexner
150 ~ ~t ?~c ~LreAt

Ne. Yo=" Citl'

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



29 June 19::'9

Dear Ur . ~diley:

fAr:lUY thunlrs f'or :rouJ' let.tar. You 1.10 llot allude

to the stdte 'Jf T.he r.,)ua .. , b~tt 1 ,u: .~ose t.hat t ei~ u~'e bood

J!' you "doulJ. h ve .~lilu. :iO:'':,P·t:. 1r,g tc\ the contra. If they

are at nll uS good fig the ~ouda i~ the U~ited St~tes I feel

certti1.n th~t 'fe could dr1vo the 7f'v mile... ir. t 10 nays ana

.huuld enjoy doing it.

dl'l ver 1n that ....e chunge off eve-~r hour, and thus can keep

olog t!ll (1ay tjt out- ~ett.ing tirp.d.

Yo r~ sincerely J

Ml'~. Estb r .... D.:.1!Jey
In~tltute for· V6nc~a ~t.uuy

Prinoeton, Ne~ Jersey
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10 Way 1939

Dear Or. ?lcxner:

Wi•• Abbett wr.te to WT'. Bailey to .ay that I

would be 8L the mee~lng on May 2~~d, but I do not think

anyoDe an3we~ed your kind invitation to Marie also. This

I 1s just 8 line to ~ay thb~ f~U may exnect ~s both. We

shall d~lve over early Uond~y ~~rl1ug, rcuoblng the Inn

in good time tor the meeting at eleven o'olook.

Yours sinoerely,

D~. Abraham Flamer, Director
Institute for Advanced StudY
Prinoeton, Ned Jersey
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IIq 4, 19~9

XI NASSAU STt.EP:T

PRmCETOS'. !'o"EW JDtSEY

_.~--
Dear President Aydelotte:

The annual and regular eatings of the

Inatitute rl1l be held at the Princeton Inn, Prine....

ton, Ne" Jersey, at 11:00 0 I clock (d.aylight saving

t1Jlle) on the 1IIOrn!ng or IIonday, IIq 22.

Following the l18et1ngs the dedication or

Fuld lV-ll rl1l take place et 12:15. "8 should be

very happy if you and your wife can be pr'8sent. After

the brie.C ceremonies in which Mr. Maass, Yr. Houghton,

Pree1dent Dodde, and 111•• Lav1n1a Bomberger rl1l part1c1-

pate we shall all adjourn to the Princeton Inn for

luncheon. Please let me know whether you and

IIrs. ~e10tte can attend.

Very a1ncere17 yours,

President Frank ~alotte

SwartblllOra College
S1nlrt~re, PennsylYarda

U':I!SB
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21 February 1939

Dear Dr. 'lexnera

Here are ~he n~tas I }ro~lsed you. I have checked

up the tacts ana dates fro.. old engagement books and think

they are accurhte. I CAn great run thLnking uack over this

serles or events and putting thaw a~ together. I do not know

how to express adequate.ly the gratitude I teel to r:lU for your

gart in all the incidents ~blch I hbve recorued.

Yours sincerely.

Dr. Abrkhac Flexner, Director
Institute tor Advanced Study
Pr1nce'bl, lie.. Jer5ey
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- 1st Drai"t
20 Fe uruury 1939

Memorandum £or Dr. A raham 10 lexner:

In response to jOur s",gge:::atlon I um ver)' glad

to write out a few notes on the interesting wa~ in which

our paths have crossed i"rom time to time during t e last

thirty-five ears, snu I should like to express my own

lively appreciation oi" the ver> wonderi"ul bel~ w icn every

such crossing has given me in carrying out t e plans whlch

I held nearest my heart.

I as an instructor in Indiana Unlverslt.. when

the Rhodes \'9111 as OJUlounced in 19 2, and immedlatel' de­

clded that I .ould, ii" possible, qualli"y i"or one 01 the

SCholarships to be provided at the Oniversit> oi" Oxi"ord.

Information Boout the re ulrements was verJ hard to oatain,

and it us not lwown ln tne Mlddle I,est when the Scholarships

would go into operatlon. Meanwhlle I i"ini.hed m> year at

Inoiana, went to Harvard in Sep~ember 1902, took m" Qster's

degree in 1903, and ln Be~te ber 1904 beca e an lnstructor

in English in the Loulsville Boys Hidh Bchool. There I
-"I....r

learned~the first competition i"or t e Rhodes Bc.olars pe

would be held in 1904 and that all candidates would be re­

quired to take a qualifying examination in Latln, Greek,

and Mathemetics, equivalent to Responsions. I had stud1ed

Latin in high sOhool but not in college, and had never done

any Greek. It was consequently impos.ible for me to apply

in 1904, and it was necessar)' if I ever 'as to have a rlhodes

ucholarship that I succeed in 1905 cecause of the age limit.

The candidates of that ear had to be under twent -flve on

October l.t, and I was twent -flve on October 16th.

The problem of getting up su1"ficlent Latin and
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:2--
Greek wsa a real one. I bad no moue and was compelled to

continue II, teach1oc. ii, program at the hIgh .chool 1ovolved
I--..../<.

fIve cla••e. a day and the read1ng of 125 thelle.~1o addItion

to coacbing the football team. I aeeden toe best possl Ie

tutoring, but m salar~ ~as onl 1200 a }ear, so I ~~9 not

exactly 10 a po.itlon to pey for It.

Everyone in secon ary eaucatlon 10 tnat part ot

the countr knew of tne wonderful th1ng. whIch ,OU acco pl1shed

10 your .chool, hut I had t e lIIpre••ion, which I lmeg10e was

correct, that the tees which ou charged .ere ent1rel¥ out

of the reach of m pocketbook. Un er the eire tance. I
~....

summoned up my courage, went to see you, explain toiexactly

the situation 10 whIch I found lI)selfJ and a.ked Jour advice

as to how to proceed. ~ou were kind enoubh to interest your-

self 10 the probiem, and ou tuok the position that if I

only understood clearl enQugh how to go a a t it, one tutor
"1 I~<r...J t .... ~ fp to "".1<

would L.e as good as another, tbat,.(sll I "oule.. need,(lIlQw,],& be ~ 11t;;t;:;
~ k I~ of) st.

• 11'<1$ help flO'" , , J! he haw Greek. Tuat I MiS

rrom one of

lth the

ot BtuOy

bc.!ool.le Hig

(t.OUbh I lmag10e
"J."~ T

tIme. ~ ve u~ed

ho tauGht Greek 10 the Loul.vl
Li.. a ~l..

sa~ 18.las,,} the crits 0I

i;J.,o~uyou/: 1J11lJd,

1.(.8 plan
~VHU

and 1;ut it into operation,'" J&l:e,.,
.c

re.ult that I passed the exam1DatlJ~s el

with not much marg1o) at the a~~1oteo

the saoe method successfully since that daJ in learning

German, French, and ~p&n19h.

While I was workulg a~uy at LatIn ace Greek,

I ~Appened to be 10 Bloom1ogton and an old friend of mine,

Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



the head or the 'rench Lepartment, sent tor ae. He said

that he understood I was preparing m self tor thIs qualIf~

etta' examination for the Rhodes Sc olarsnlps and be lsbed

out of frIendshIp for e to advIse me to gIve It up. Be

had had me in Yrench at college, and he .as conv1oced of

the fact that I dId not have enough l1oguI.tIc au!lIt) to
I- ""V-J .... Ui/- r;

pass this examinat10n and Y 1.""",1 ., d')' brenk m:t heart m w tA
<>XbM,t r.
~. I thanked 1m for hIs advIce, but took yours 10steu

I went otf to ~xrora in 1905, returned to

IndIana In 1908, went to II. r. L 10 1915, anc thence to

Swarthmore in 1921. Dlr.1ng t .•OS8 ~ears I followed "our work,

T e next time our pathJIbut I s.. )OU onl once or twice.
l..~

reall crossed _as in 1923. he/had. so e correspondence

about an essa or )oura, "Factors or 8c,.001 uccess," in

whIch I foune many Iae... paraU..l to ~nu t I " • th1nk1og

about myself at that time. The essa was verj cre~itaul

revIewed b

paper, The

one of the wldergracuate editors or our college

~hoen1x. In ~ecember 192 or Januar) 1924 au.
informed me that the lreneral EClucatlon Boare 'has consi(.erlng

a proposal for a comprenenaive stuc~ of t e teacldng of

EnglIsh 10 the United States and that lOU were Ill1nb to

recommend an apyropriation tor thIs purpose, pro>Ided I would

act as c irman or t e committee whien was to conduct the

study. I re~lled to au ttl regrettea very ucu to refuse

to do anything ;·ou asked, but that my hanCis were pratt" full

at owartnmore lth groolems connected _lth onors work wbich

we had Introduced two ,ears before, that I would lIke to tell

you

you

whe t we were do1og and a.k l'our adv1ce as to wnich task
wI-<'

teltmore 1mportant. ~ou sugge.ted t'at I come and see
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'ou in Atlantic Cit, Februer 3, 1924. Tbis I did. We had'

a 10 g convorsation SJout OUiQ~lan ror honors ark at Swarth­

more and the progress that Itt~de in two ears. lou said

immedistely that I dbould stick to what I .as oing and forget

about t e .~udy of the teae in& of English. A. r was a out
Swd.~........ ~f

to leave you asked e hether",,'" d mone enough to give tbe

honors plan a tborougbgoiog trial. I confe,sed that e aid

not, that the plan involved certain additional expense,

and we were a read begtnn to feei tbe ~1neh. Your repl

was, "h don't au sk us for mone~~n Needle s ~o sa) I

asked you on t e spot. You suggested t ut I prepare a memo­

randum with figures and proposal ~etail. Thi. r cid, and

t e result was a flve- ear su sid) fro~ t e Gener&l Education

Board of f20,Ooo for 1925-25, ,40,VOO or t e ext ,ear, and

feo,ooo per ,ear for the next three af~er teat.

success, tao Board 0; wanagers shoulo undertake to add to
... ,.
t:=e endowlilent a sum 5w'!'lclent \..0 keel) the inco e of the

College at tbe level ~o leh it d been ralsed. Thl. would

have required, at t e intere.t rate. then prevailin~ 1,200,000.

The General Eduaation Board had given no promlse of an elp

toward the raising or this enda ent, anc the Boaro of Managers

at Swarthmore College looked u~on thIs promise of tneirs as a

very serlous respon.ibillt whiah it mieht he difficult to

fulfill.

In 1929 we e bar~ed on an endowment campaign

for f2,OOO,Ooo. I had anted to make tne s 1arger, but

the Board were extremel douotful of o~r a~11itJ to raise

t at much. T e General Educa~lon Board genero 81) pro lIed
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one third of the amount, $675,000, at er foundations Gave
'SI.»-.~

stellAr sums, and t.he result W&S tbbt the 2,000,000 ~as1,_"."
raisedt, wi th surprislog ease.

I knew that It a not be enough, and nt the
>I. 0-""" .. .I)

first Board eetlog 10(1929 I succeeded 10 persua~1og our

Board to embark that lear on another com~~itn for H similar

amount. This re901utlon ~s ~ken on October 1, 19£9. hbout

the mi dIe of the month the 6tock rk t I,;roke an tl:ings

decace 1ocreaslog1> dIfficult during the ear. lc~ertr.eless

b t e beginnlng of the Ion. vacatlo~ 191:.0 the whole

$2,000,000 as pledged. T.•e lieneral Ed' cation ;janrt. had

doubled their a pro~riatioll, at er a dations han cone the

same. and we found a surprlsln gene osi~y on th6 part of

alumni and friends of the Collete. T e ple~ges frau t •

fOUDLatlons were, of course, conditional ~on o~r col1ec~ing

the pro rata a.ount trom other donors. Ie ue t.r.ese c01-

lectlons 10 the sprulg of 19 0 and contlnu.~ t em tbro~bh

the depression. ~e bAd & very ~m81l mar~ln p16c bec ov r the

total amount needed, and financial conultioDS ov r the

country at large &rew steadily oraa. eV8.l"t ele~a Lj'

19 5 ,e ~d collectea the ent re ~o~t,

t

ere v£ry fre Jent.

lebr"nr> 3, 1924,
Sw. t i4. ""'-

en to the Collebe.

t t mo.to our enuo CIin cas

ou in xtlan~lc ~lt~ 0

•fortunate th1og~ that ever pp

During these Jears o'r con~cts

Commencement Da;,
/".. 3

andA."ded $4,000,000

vlsl t of mine 'to see
fKU. 11)

waStt e most

Eleanor was at Swarthmore, and JOU and Anne were often here

to see her and to sta' 'filth us, d we prof1tea great:l 1;)"

your adv1ce on dk~ot~#S. 11:38 t us ~? ..

0-1' "" <.u.J "l
~ to know ~ou a well that "hel'" lot 19:17 Lor Lothian said
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to me that e thought it .as ti e for an Acerican to be

called to Oxford to Ilve the Rho~es rust emor1a~ Lectures,

I replied instantl, that ou were the man we should approach.

You wero fortunately attracted b t e idea and gave ~our

• •famous lectures on UnIversitIes at Oxford 1n Aprii ana May

192'. e had a semester off, had been in Eg pt and 6paIn,

and returned by way of Oxford at Just the rIght moment to

hear the last at yo lectures. It as alwujs been a matter
a...

of t e greatest delight to oe that by ~ extraordinary co-

aorv ce on the Bobrc. or Tr'lstees or the Institute fa.. /-Lu...

incIden~{the proofa of these..,.....
on lJIY proposal,t sent La II:

called
"'-'1........-

by bim to organIse the

lectures,,, ch _au had given
..,;

berger, res:.tlted in ~-our eing

Lustltute for vanceQ t~dy.

I " one of tae ~09t intercstiob ex;erl~nces ot .~ life.

FRAlllt AYDELOTTE.
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21 PEbRUARY. 1939

Uemorandum for Dr. Abraham ¥lexner.

In response to your suggestion r am very glad to

write put a few notes on the interesting way in which our paths

have crossed from time to time during the last thirty-flve years,

and I should like to express my own llvely ep~recietion of the

very wonderful help wbleh every such crossing has given me in

carrying out the plans which lay nearest m heart.

-- I was an instructor 1.n Engl1:ih in the Louisville

Boys High 6chool when the first competitlon for the Rhodes

6cholarships was held in 1904. r intended to compete. but at

the last moment I learned that sll candldates would be required

to tske a qualifying examinatlon in Latin. Greek, and Mat ematics,

equivalent to Responslons. I haa studied Latin in hlgh school

but not in college, and had never done any Greek. It was con­

sequently impossible for me to a;ply in 1904. ana It was neces­

sary. if r ever was to have a Rhodes Scholarship. that I suc-

ceed in 1905 because of the age limit. The candidates of that

year had to be under twenty-flve on October 1st. and r was twcnty­

five on October 16th.

The problem of getting up sufficient Latin and Greek

was a real one. I had no money &ld was compelled to continue

my teaching. My program at the high school involved five classes

a day and the reading of 125 themes per week in aaditlon to

coaching t e football team. I needed the best possible tutoring.

but my aaler wos onl lCOO a year, so I was not exactly in a

position to pay for it.
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Everyone in secondary education in that part of the

country knew ot the wondertul things which you accoQplished in

your school, but the tees which you charged were entirely out

of the reach ot my pocketbook. Onder the circumstances I sum­

moned up my courage, went to sce you, explained ~o you exactly

the situation in which I found m self, and asked your advice

as to bow to proceed. You were kind enough to interest your­

self in the problem, and you took the position that it I only

understood clearly enough how to go about it, one tutor would

be as good as enother, that all 1 would need in a teacher would

be knowledge ot Greek. That I was fortunately able to get for

a nominal sum trom one ot my colleagues who taught Greek in the

Louisville High School.

I saw in a tlash the merits of the plan of study

you suggested, and put it lnto operation at once, with the re­

sult that I passed the examination safely (though I imagine

with not much margin) at the appointed tlne. Incidentally I

have used the sace method successfully since that day in learn­

ing German, French, ana 6panish.

While I was working away at Latin and Greek, I happened

to be in Bloomington and an old friend of mine, the head of the

French Department, aent for me. He saLd that he understOOd I

was preparing myself for this qualifying exnminatLon for the

Rhodes Scholarshi~s and he wlshed out ot friendship for me to

advlse me to give up the idea. He had had me in French at college,

and he was convinced of the fact that I did not possess enough

linguistlc ab1lity to pass this examinatLon, and he urged me not

to break my heart in a vain attempt. I thanked him for his ad­

vIce, but took yours instead.
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II

! went off to Oxford in 1905. returned to Indiana in

1906, went to •• I.T. in 1915, became American Secretary to the

Rhodes Trustees in 1916. and came to Swarthmore in 19 1. During

these years I follo ed your work, but I saw you only once or twice.

The next time our paths reaily crossed was in 1923. Ie had had

some correspondence about an essay or yours, "Factors of School

Success," in which I found many ideas parhllel to what I was think­

ing about myself at that time. The essay was very creditably re­

viewed by one of tbe undergraduate editors ot our college paper,

the Phoenk!. In uecember 1923 or January 1924 you informed me

that the General Education Board was considering a ~roposal for

a comprehensive stUdy of the teaching of English in the Unitea

Statos\and that you were willing to recommend an ap~roprlatlon

for this purpose, provlde~ I would act as chairman of the committee

which was to conduct the study. 1 replied that my hands were

pretty full at Swarthmore with problems connected with honors

work, which we hud introduced two years before, that I would

like to tell you ~r~t we were doing and ask ~our adVice as to

which task you felt to be more important. You sugge.te that I

come and see you in Atlantic City ~bruary 3, 1924. This I did.

We had a long conversation about our plans for honors work at

Swarthmore and the progress that we bad made in two years. You

said immediately that I should stick to what! was doing and for­

get about the study of the teaching of Engli.h. As! was about

to leave you asked me whether Swarthmore Co lege had money enough

to give the honors plan a thoroughgoing trial. ! confessed that

we did not, that the plan had involved certain additional expense.
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and we were already beginning to feel the inch. Your reply wa.,

"Why dontt you ask us for money?" Needless to say I asked you

on the spot. You suggested that I pre are a memorandum with

figure. and proposal. in detail. Thi. I duly ,ubcltted, and the

result was a flve-year subsidy from the General Education Board

of $20,000 for 1925-26, $40,000 for the next year, and 60,000

per year for the three )i'ears after that.

The condition was made that it honors work was a suc­

cess, the Swarthmore Bocrd of ~anagers Should undertake to add

to our endowment fund a sum sufficient to keep the lncome of the

College at the level to which it had been raised. This would have

required, at the interest rutes then prevailing, 1,200,000. The

General Education Bonrd had given no promIse of help towerd the

raising of this endowment, and t e Board of Managers of Swarthmore

College looked upon this ~romlse of theirs as a very serious re­

sponsibil1 ty which it might be difficult to fulfill.

In 1929 we embarked on an endowment campaign for

$2,000,000. I had wanted to try for a larger .um, but the Board

were extremely doubtful of our ability to raise that mUCh. The

General EducatIon Boo.rd generously promised one third of the

amount, $675,000, other foundations gave smaller sums, and the

result was that the 2,000,000 was raised by June, 1929, with

surprising ease.

I knew th~t it would not be enough, and at the first

Boerd Meeting in the autumn of 1929 I succeeded in persua ing

our Board to embark that year on another c~palgn for a similar

amounte This resolution "as taken on Octouer 1, 192ge About the

middle of the month the Stock ~arket broke nd things became in­

creasingly diff1cult during the year. Nevertheless by the be-
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ginning of the long vacation in 19 0 the whole 2, 00,000 was

pledged. The General Education Board had doubled their appropria­

tion, other fOWldatlons had done the same, and we found a sur­

prising generosity on the part of alumni and friends of the College.

The pledges from the foundatIons were, of course, condit1onal upon

our collecting the pro r~ta amount from other donors. We beg n

these collections in the spring of 1930 and continued them through

the depression. We had a very small margin pledged over the total

amount needed, and fLnanclul conditions over the countr at large

grew steadily worse. Nevertbeless by Commencement Day, 1935,

we had collected the entire amount, and had added 4,000,000 in

cash to our endowment fund. That visit of mine to see you in

Atlantic City on February 0, 1924, was one at the most fortunate

things that ever happened to Swarth.more College.

III

During these years our contacts were very frequent.

Eleanor was at Swarthmore, and you and Anne were often ere to

see her Rnd to S'tR 1 t us, and we pro.f1ted grea tl)' oy your ad-

vice on I!lany college problems. I tous catne 'to mow rOll 50 well

tt~t "hen at the end of 1927, Lord Lothian uske me to suggest

an American to be called to OXford to give the loode. Trust

Memorial Lectures. I replied instantl that you were t e man

we shoul approach. You were fortunately attracted by the idea

and gave your famous lectures on "Universities" at Oxford in

April and May 1928. We had a semester off, had been in Egypt

and Spain, and returned by way of Oxford at Just the rig t mo­

ment to hear the last of your 1ecture3. It has always been a

matter of the greatest delight to me that y an extra rdulary
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"'-colnclaent the proofs of these lectures, were sent to Ur. Bamberger

and resulted in our being called by him to organize the Institute

for Adv~~ced Study. My pleasure in these events was greatly in­

creased by your !nvit~tlon to we to ac~ trom the beginning as

one of the Trustees of he new venture, whi h has alrea y made

so notable a contribution to the developIJcnt of 111gher scholar­

ship in the United btates. ~eanwhl1e, your book on nUnlversltles"

has exerted II more I'oround 1Lfluen~e in the country than you

can have nn·- idea. It carne at a 0 ent when It was much needed,

and there Is equal need todlly for the revised editIon which )rou

have in mind.

FRANK AYDELOTTE.
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19 November 1938

near Dr. 10 le:"'a.ltf:r I

ll1:o.J.l.,l l..r.lolol.U..";' .:."or i·~U_ l~ tter. " e ':81'S terr1~l)o sorr>
not to get oYe~ ~o ~~£ ~oncert, ~~t l~'e ~u~ ~ean ~lmost too
tull ior lie :; l1.i tc.ll. : l::.lVe "".t:n "m .y beck I'or ~v*etlUi•
• ltr~ It peI'sl.Jtent E:.t.l.6ck ot Er1~~e-, I1C r-ove .1.'"10&11:r decided
to take .. I.e c"")Ci..vr'!;. l.J.c\·l~e lUlU :;0 off l'or a little holiday
in t.r.e South III oro.~r to Ce. t i.:.e It-.s1. nC t"e ~erI!l£ out o! my
sy.t.u.

I ~"l-Vt: seen Be l. t1.n.:l !Seye:-Lo[ Olle e i.LI1C ":~:5 de11,€'h1.cd
wllh tIle v.uJ :Ji.1: is t.1..k1ng llolu of :'..t-r l\ork h t S"artblr.ore.
I th1nk 3:'l.e is 6. 'iLr;' fine p~r~on, and I am de] 16~"t.ec 'to !laVe
her here.

Do }'ou. me .. Wl:t t.bi:.ll: ..:.r!O'Jt t· 1.8 refuc:p<:! iark r.t:lch
Il6ttnew Wall i~ s·.:art:'.:.lg? I ~l!1ri It tell'gl·I.1'D rro~ nlQ g,~klng

_p to j01l1 h.lw, but ua ti~L:.J i.ug L:.. (In:1', tHO ~'1 til I ~.nvc s chance
to alk \.0 i+,.1..U.l in "'E'rson. I have t'190 llr&ln& t.~c A..ccr1can
Frh·naa Serv1ce to 'l.,r-:i' t.o 1.:0 .;oue:!l1n· for ~te re!"geea, nnd
had tn aUJ.u tIl.)'jel.. th:i.t. I _!:~' Id l1ice to LO !lDjth1nl I cou.ld
Lu cooyertLL1.eJll .... llh t~£c. I !~1.!.s":. $i.'~ '1.0 ·.t r ..h.lnk it 'the
g,.~~te::.t. U~UI"..1l..a.l·1U1 C~L1::;~ =f ~·o("(;rH rImes, enu il' li0ll8 ~re6t

effort cou~d be ~\e in t~is co~~~· to La~e c~re of tho••
Jew. _be are ~l~~L~ ~o be~1n lite to D ne' envlro~cnt. 1t
"ould Je...mstrute l.bAt il:C ao nave 30ILei..h1n& th.3t .Olild be
called clvl11aotlon.

i urs smoert:l,),

Dr. Abra.UL:l ile.mer. D1rcc tOr
Institute lor -ev~cod .tudy
Pr lnce"tun, Jew J Brse:;
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

••uu."a.o.~
T_~

~. ""'"
"nl#4" T..._rcr

Dear Aydelotte:

(~DID IV IoDCD &UI_.u<D lUL nux PVt.D, 19JO)

~

2G ~ASS"'U STIU!.ET

rR1NCETOs, NEW JERSEY

November 18, 1938

n_
n,u;1:"~-.­
~~

.uuu.uc J'UllOiu

Jt1I.lUS J'Il:DO"wWI
_.~

.ouN_ .. llII'IIGllTll:<

~.­
_L~

wn<fQ;1D lIKnD

rtOIVlCl: L IJI

....Ol._ .... nr&'!11
ftE'rL _tIS
"'W.wI fUlO
I.CWIJ" 1nD

I am enclosing a letter which I beve just had regarding

Dr~ Salomon. I presume Tau have had 80IIething to the saae stfect. -

Tb1a last week has been a hell on earth for everyone who

has a heart. I have been overrun with letters and applications.

I can tell ,.ou in confidence, though the neW8 baa not been

released, that Fermi, who recentl.,y won the Robel Prize in Physica, 1s
an

com1ng to/American wuTOrsity permanentl;y.

We have an opportunit7 now to lif't American scholarship

to a tar higher level. than we thought possible when the Institute was

founded. If the mone,. were available it could be dODe immediatel,..

I mean to talk to 1Ir. Bamberger on the subject when I next see him.

With all good wishes to you and TOur f'aaily,

Ever sincerelyJ

President l'rsnk Aydslotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthaore, Pennsyl-n.n1a

Al/liCB

, ,
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A. r.

ZO NASSAU STREET

PR.INCETON, NEW JERSEY

Rovnber 14. 1938

Dear jJdelotte:

I had _ant to &.n8Wer long since your k1JXl letter of

Ifovellbe.r 1, 'tut between a digest.1ve upset and. rq birthday - not to

aentlon a new flood of refugees - rq aaU is sadly in arrears.

We were very sorry that ;rou could not e~e over on the

lOth. We had a beaut1.tuJ. concert.

I have a tather's pride in everything you S&y about

Eleanor's 1::ook. I don't agree with ber viewpoint entirely by anT

aeans, for I tbiDk she over asU-tea the econoaic taetor. Love, bate,

jealousy, and caprice are all draaatic eleaents that bave oothing to

do with social considerations. Psychology bas perhaps as INCh to tell

a draaatist as sociology. Nonetheless, I do agree with you that the

aaturlt7 of JlI&Dy of her comments 1s startll.ng, and she writes with

vigor and a real as.steI7 of her IlS.terials, which, by the way, is just

what you said to me.

Give our love to Marie and Bill and believe me

Ever sincerely,

President !'rank Aydelotte
Swartha)re College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

!pIKeE

P .S. Bettina llIeyerbof stopped to see ae 7"sterda,.. as she and. ber aunt
were driT1ng down to Swa.rtJ:more, aDd I gave her a card to you. I had
a good talk with Bettina and I shall alss rq guess it she does not
prove to be one of your star students.
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Dear Eleanora

I 00 not think ou need ~o oe in tee least ois-

couraged at the slo ass or the ya~.ra 1n reviewLog lOur Look.

My experience 1& tba~ it usually take. a .on~b or six weeks

to get one revlewed, I a3hamed to sa that chen I

try to revlew one ayaelt, I otten take t 8e aonths to the

job. The Phoenix 19 pubUsh10g a review of your book, and

you aay be .ure ~hst it will get rull publicltj 10 8 arth­

.ore. If it doe. not get 8 long serle. of good nolice., I

.hall be ver much di.appo1oled in lne reviewers.

Your~ sinoerel ,

Ki.. hleanor 'lexner
150 Ea.t 72nd ~treet

Kew York, Hew York
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November 8, 1938

Dear President Aydelotte:

I can't tell you how much 1
appreciate your kind letter about my book! In the first
place every kind word is a help right no as the news­
paper reviewers have apparently made up their minds to
ignore it! - and as my publishers haven't done much
about things either. So I have the feeling that literally
nobody knows the thing is even out. I suppose that is
always the case with a "first book" and that it will have
to make its way slowly, but there is no denying it makes
me sore just the samel

However no matter what sort of
8 reception it had had, your letter would have made me
very, very protud and happy. Thank you ever so much.
I feel fairly good about it as a job done, although I
am painfully conscious of certain things I would now like
to change for the better. I have no idea what I shall
tackla next, but I suppose it always takes time to
find something new after a long job.

I had advance notices sent to
~rof. Hicks and to Bea Beach, in the thought that perhaps
the play-writing and little theatre activities at
Swarthmore might assure the book some readers in the
college. I hope it has found its way into the library, and
into the book shop. Forgive me mentioning such crass
details, but I em discovering that one is one's own
best promotion agent I

I am sure you and Mrs. Aydelotte
come to New York occasionally, and I wish that when you
do you would give me 8 chance to see you botht

Sincerely,
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,;1 Oc:.o:':;er :a.S~8

rear Eleanarr

I congr3 tu ~e) au "1 <10ur tJook. It see s ,"0

c a reul·.ua.ble p occ of .ark. I _0 not. mo. ~Qou)1. r.t out

the mo~crn tbeatre to Ve ~~u ~~ co~~ent on our ~re~~ellt of

varlous L~{tYlo~&l U1P.jS, ~~t I ;~\~ followed le cevelopment

Sll_ltc eut J t.o uC uuaalut..el COD'VlnC€'Q of lhil'

soundnl:!~tI of OlJf h6 .. ld. t ill H'I'" pro t.. LO M'VO 8 ..oak of

Ir..clce:rt.. ll;, o!Jr ·Ot..mE.ll ~ J K.... ".MJ4%l, .:'1058 wo"k I GO tenow

.tH"C'tt) ell, se

•

~ re Go :0; ~o roc ~~re? I ~Uypos~ :~ls woak

ill ",Jon ~r 'eo iOU J..>urn&. lstlc ,tiP<> t'Ulltl•• , Dut I must.

say t~t I think a vol e o~ this kir~ a much sora vnlua~le

contribution ~o ur~atlc crltlcl~ than man bun r~ds ot

naW'silaper artioles, and r 10~e t.uat jOU w1Ll try Jealously

to ke89 for ~·our.F·ll' ~1me lUld strengtn for t.ne .d.n~ of brood­

Lng over t." whole proUlell tllcb procucea ttll. book.

\illh a!Tectlonate rogoI"ds, I ..

~ours sincerel',

K1ss Eleanor Flexner
150 East 7~a Street
New York, ~e. York
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1 lovellber 1908

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Many t~ for our letter.
certain that Professor Einstein's dec1s10
you report, .nd I shall oe gl.o to make the
tlon to the Conteaporar' Club.

I felt 'ulte
ould be what
fulle.t axplann-

It 1s a great satisfaction to .8 to hear that
Ir. I •••• 1. thorou£hl convinced .bout Larson. r eld that
opinlon ver strongly from utte e.rly in our negotl.tlon"
.nd felt .t one time .s lt I had • 11ttle lt forced the
issue. I was certain. however, tnat the questIon of eXgense
was not a real argument as between architects, and the ex­
tremely f.vor.ble e.timate which we bave for thl. bullding of
Larson's proves that point.

Marie 18 wrltint to Anne to say we a~e broken
he.rted that e cannot come over on lovember 10th. 'e thought
at flrst that we mlght be able to break another engagement
whlch we have for that evening, but lt turns out to be impos­
slble.

r have Just re~d Eleanor's book and am dellghted
w it. The maturity or a great many of her comaents seems
to .lie really startling. I do not know the tlramti well enough
to have un opinion on many otall., but r Lm ab.olutely con­
vinced of the.o dnes. of er main argument. What a delight
it 1s to seo Eleunor Qevelo~1ng so raplaly &nd so soundlyl

Yours very sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
The Instltute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Ie. Jersey
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Eleanor Flexner belongs to the ne~ generation in tbe American ~heetre.

Clifford Odets and Irwin Shaw write its plays; Orson Uelles and Bur€8SB Meredith
direct and ~ct in theo; the Group Theatre and Laber Stage uncover new e~diences.

A new and living draca is appearing in the United States, and Miss Flexner is
the first person to write a book of criticism in the same voin.

~rican Plavwrightsj 1918-1938 do~s not cover eVdry dramatist or every
important play of the past twonty years. It singlos out certain representative
writers--O'Ueill, A~derson. Honard. Kaufman ,Sherwood, to name a fen--ar.d analyzes
certain representative play5--r,inter~et, for example. ~ll these men have written
important plays, but in recent years they have fled frem the reality of social
change. And non a neo generation appears to take their places.

John Gassner, chief of the editorial staff of the Theatre Guild of Nen York,
writes the preface. Then comes Miss Fl~xner's o~n introductory chapter on the
commer.cial theatre in general and the American postwar theatre in particular. The
first wld longdr half of the book 1s devoted to the men nho croated this theatre.
The latter half deals ~ith the trend of rebellion as illustrated by the pork of
John Houard Lawson, Clifford Odots, Genrgo Sklar, and others.

TliE '!'R.\NSVALUATIOJl OF BROADWAY

Miss Flexner offers new interpretations of our moat important playwrights as
well as introductions to the playgrights of tomorrow. This is the way she sizes
up Bome of the outstanding figures on B)'oadway;

SImrL-Y HOWARD. His forte is character portrayal and his characters
have a greater importance than the plays 1n ~hich they appear. But
he persistently ignores the conditions under which human character
is obliged to exist and function.

~IELL A1TDLRSON. He has shaped public taste rather than conformed
to it. He attructs audiences by his craftsma~ship and dramatic ef­
fectiveness and has used tLe theatre as an exalted tribune to ex­
pound hie personal philosophy. But the Beeds of his latter-day con­
fusion and pessimism were already present in his early work. Bis
career shous that fine ~ords and poetic despair are not enough to
nourish dramatic talent.

EUG.:::ri 0' ILL. The fact that no aspect of life is barred from the
theatre today on aesthetic grounds is due 1n frost measure to the
plays O'Neill urote betueen 1919 and 1923. These pere plays built
aro~d the conflict of cCaracter ~ith character. Later, honever. he
became content to pose a situation implicit wit~ conflict and lot it
degenorate into ar~nt. Grad~lly the psychologist has submerged
the drB.m3tist.

A301JT THE AUTHOR

~leanor Flexner ~as born in ~O~ York City and has 8pdnt all her life there.
~ith the exception of t~o nintors abroad, one in Prance and one in Engl!L~d. She
graduated from the Lincoln School in Ueu York, and S~rthmore College, then spent
a year at SomerVille College. Oxford. Returning to Nen York she acted as
assistant stage manager in several of Sva LeGallienne's productions, spent a
season trying to establish a percanent acting co~,y, another nlth a t~eatrica~

press office, and finally t~o years on the staff of Ne~ Theatre. She ha~ nritten'
and translated plays, and read, stage-managed. and revie~od them.
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2. October 1~8

Dear Eleanora

I q delLahted t.o iet a glowIng anDounoe­

_ant rrom Slmon ana Scbuster ot ~our Look. which I under­

.tal:ld hal come out this week. I look: tor1lOura 'l.lth great

.plea-aure to reau!ng it, ana am ~ass1n~ tl1e n.~s around

among all )'our trlenas lOt. dwo.rthmore. I was very proud

to lee recently 1n the hook re'/le~, s6l.:tlon or \.0. Me"

York Timel the j),mmlnent (l~l,eu.rence of three Swarthmore

books. one by Kahler, one ~y ~wneelbu~, ano one by you.

~lth war~est regbrds ~d contratulat1on.,

Iaa

~ours s1.L.loerely,

»1._ Eleanor Ylexner
150 Ea_t 72 d Street
Sew York. lew York
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Simon and Schuster, INc.
PUBLISHERS

Dr. and Mrs. rrank £ydelotte,
Swarthmore. Pa.

Dear Dr. and Mrs. AYdelotte:

~ ASIlUNDc 4 ••)OO·GJI,.~~ ESS,l),lDSSS

386~ NEW YORK

Ootober 20 1 1938

As an acquaintance of Eleanor Flexner 's, we feel that

you wl11 be particularly interested to learn that we are about

to bring out her t'lrst book, "AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS - 1918 - 1938",

with an introduction by John Gassner.

The attached bulletin w111 give you some idea of the

nature and scope of this book.

AMERICAlI PLAYWRIGHTS wlll be published on October 25th,

at which time it wl11 be on sale at all bookstores.

SIllOll and SCHUSTKR I Inc.
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20 NASSAU STR.EET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 21, 1938

Dear Aydelotte:

I was eurprised to find your lettar of tho 16th

rega.rdi.ng Bettin8 lIe1'erhot. I have not heard from lIeyerbof

in lIOotha, nor do I know what his present slt114tlon is. I

should suppose, however, that a letter addressed to him at

WUckensltr. 21, Heidelberg, would surely reach hia.

The news fro. Europe 1s so depressing and dis-

couraging that I have moments wben I ehould like to chuck

everything and spend the rest of rt13 days in the South Sea

Is1aDdso

With all good wisbes,

EYer sincerely,

o..d I

/
President FrODk Aydelotte
Swa.rtb.llore College
Swart.!more, PennsylT&D1a

.....

AF/lICI!

1~~

'ri. LJ.1~
~/r-L~

do. ~ <
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hllll_, '11.. Burks Falla
ODt.orio, Cenada
August. 7, 19~

De8r qdolotte.

I bave letter. troa 70U dated lul,y 22,
U end 27, but I bave reell7 had DO t1Joe 1D 1lIl1c1t
to IlDner th_, tor I have IIBde a rtait of almost
a week to Lei:e Placid to see 1Ir. Baaberger and
lire. I'uld.

I ... p.ed to report tbat th.,. are both
1D extrellle:l¥ sood bea1th. Tbe terrific beet _cit
bas bee t'elt in •• tort aDd thC"esboute has Dot
penetrated to the Adirondacks, BUd Bt1ll less to
Canada.

Iou and Tour w1.f'e could not have done
better than to span'- a couple of weeke 1dth us.
Iou ~uld have had beaut1t"Ul, 8lIDIVij a1l.d. dqa,
excellent n-t_1ng, lair fieh1n&, balJv'" evEll1.D.ia
end _ ol.ep.

I DOt. what 70U ...,. about the ..eting.
of the B:U11Ci"g CoJlJdttee, 'Ib1ch coincides with
..hat Mr. IlaaS8 wrote a... I sa still a Uttle unea61
1D a1nd about V.blea. for I think ba bas a bankering
for rooas that are unduly large aDd nndu17 un1tora.
Larson haa aade Boa. sketches which he wanta .. to
••• end I think perhaps be will be 1D lIa8llate1l1ll1
80•• tao tbi& week. I l!Illall let you know the result.

I bope that 70u beve fOODd Waab1Dgton
eDdureble, but don't gat in the bab!t of apead111&
SlUlIlers ching research work in that beastly cll-.te.

With all
which AnIle JoiPe.

good nab.a to you and lllarie, in

EYer .1Pcer~. a -<3<
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWA.RTHMORE, P ....

PRESIDENT'S OFFlCE

5 hi'. i~ 19.6

Dear Lr. F exner:

_un", thu..u:,; for ",olr lett r abo.t .t'rofes"or
weyerhofls Qn~ehter. I ~m ver much L~teresteu in the
idea. of o&ving her nere, and have passea tne Illhterial on
to Mrs. iHan"naro for iIall.eo.lu te consic.era ticn o~ the
Admissions Co .mittee. ane or I ~ill ~rite to yUll ana
rrofe"sor lieJ- erhot' 1n a 1'e\, au) s tiJ,..e.

I look f~r~arc wltn a gre~t ~eal of intere~t

to seeing:> au all Thur.;oa. .tts I ttllnn: over our builc.h.lg
~roDlew, it see~~ to e that it ~OU be & great a~vantabe

to us if .e co~lc ~c~uire tne ~aXY,ell ~ro~ert> so~et1me

~lth the 1.1. xt fell months. I believe .. e neec it, and
if e are gain.; to nave it, it .,OU.l.C ouvlol.i.~l:- wa.;ce a
difference 1n the loc~tio 0 our utili ing~. I re~e~o~r

t~t ~ou sale ~ou ~ere touch ,~th _~el la~t fc 1.
If you caul ~~ &n",t lug tu1et.j to haste the negotiations,
I tnulk it ou~d be of gre~t bavant~ge t~ the Institute.
It auld ;.roooiJl) be ~os~ible to iJ an our Dul1Cl1JlgS in
such a. ay that the~p .oule '10 or it. :iatisfact.Jril) on the Ib.na
we ~ve or auld be extenaea to the axweil ~ro~erty ir
that were eventually acquired, but it auld be 5impler if
we COU_Q have that tract in mino from the start.

I feel, furthermore, that the erection Jf our
t'irst building v.ill aod SOt.lethillg ~o the "rice whicl'l the
~arriell ~ra~erty would uring in the uarket, $0 that if roe
bought it later, ~e shoul have to ~ay for values wnich
we ourselves nad createa.

Your:i .-)iucerel ,

Lr. Abraham l' .....ex: er, Vtrector
I:1St t tute for .h.cvancec. .::.tJQ
Pri cetvn, New Jerse
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February 21, 1938

Dear ~elotte.

I ... dellshtoc1 to get yOUI' lotter, tor I han been wobderlDc

how you aDd Uarl. ha.... been fa.rlDC_

I ha.... DOt ahe-Jl 70'11" letter or liNdI. to the New York trustee.

who o.re \lD8&1)", but I .an to cio 1t .alD ts.. wbltD. the opportunitJ t ....01'8.

I ezny you the relier £'rca )"our adm.1:d8t.rath'8 job tlt SWQrthmore

aDd the opportlll>1V to cl1C into the riJlb _teria1 at the Hunti"Cton Libl"llJ7.

,!lethal' Joa wl11 ~t to Lolllcm th1a 7e&Z appean 1101'8 douhtt\al thia B:n'!l1J1C

thaD it did twenty-tolD" ho\ll'll .so. It hu been plain for II. lOU£ time that

Hitler and 1NIeollD1 ..,.. preala1Dc OD. .. supl_ attlt\lde on the piLrt at

GrMt Brlta1».. u.nd oW" frl.1IIl1 The liI..rq... at Lothian ....1. by DO DlUIII lanooont,

for he hu not 01l.1¥ oa11ed. all Hitler aJIl1 abIJDIn hoa:1a with the aurdercr, but

baa beon pr••ob1Dc pe.ae whe" the" 1. DO peaoe. The .... attUwl••p~a.r.

in the 001,... of tho LoDdOll Tt... aDd permMto. 5be upper Ola".8 1n GI'Q,t

8Tltalu. I tLink..lt heart: IIOIIt of tb_ an Dot elltt:re1l' UDa)'JZIPlthetlc ,,11th

tuo1nl and. DOt 80l"l"'7 to 1.8 liberal 14... aad. labor URio.. sot 1t "in the

..ok-. How.....r, t.he7 ...., 1D. W¥ J1adp.nlt d.. to • hanh ......a1Jsc. The.are

the7 11ft 1». to B1tler the .ore he 1a lolae to 4_nd ot th_. England-.

pre.Up oa the ooa.tlMat 1a pro'bllbq lowr~ thaD 1t hae net" beell 111
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ProI14••\ ~.lo\\. - 2 •

our Ut.'s., am it Chaaberla1D «•••rb the x.-.~ at .U_ 1& or4.,. to
•

""'D a tempol'UJ pea.a ..i\h H1\l... tIla E""l1eh paopl• ..., ...11 hallI tIlllr

h...de in .haM.
I do not aoqu1t the Un1te4 State.. I tlilDk tho.t Roo88T81t'.

I1 q_ rallt1De ft .peeall .boll1d han been tollCRNd up, rar itE1:lclaDd aDi b'anoe

£'It ta.to • war apl.., the tn80lat por.er. _ 9111 be IDn1tabq dn:wa. 1I1to 1t.

ll..... _ p,,"a1llI~\ho teOU.I \hot Ed_ Gno7 __ i. 191.. Had Gno7

then ••ad ParU.-nt to eq that EuelaDlS would deteDd Belgl_ there 1:I1ght well

han beea DO 17orl4 lI'uo at all. '18re \TG to .~ that we "!'iOu14 jo1D. F2'aDce aDd

Great Brlta1n •• apbat Itaq aDd a.r-u;y the,. two oo_tries would .1US ..

dlfterent tUDe. Both we aDi the Englloh are better prepared tor 1rV' than .....
.

"Ore in 1914. and I ,hOtlld. m;yeelt ta'YOl" • wry dAt1a1te jo1.Dt ~nt. jet

.....e ade a jo1Jlt &3....11\ aplut Japan lateq I'D. the ..tttl" at battleships.

l'Ze o01l1d -.b Brother Hitler UDderstand that he oal1IlOt t"r1sbten tlw re8t at

ChrllteDdao.
think

I do aot/that Y01l haw' pin04 .uoh i. \hI ..tter of ....ther 1»'

10111I to Cal1foi-nia. It boa he.. parr.oUy ""pari> bore. 1Y0 had yelterelay

.. 11 <bt IIDOW' - the tiret of the ....on - and VB have lull! G. fW'Cl daY' ot 0014

weather. t'iith the exception of thl.a the lUll bu shone aD brl111antq .1 011.

the Rh1en. aDd the ahrubl are a1.read7 begS:nnSnc to .how IJ"Mlh

Jean apeDt th1e ....t-eDd with \18 aDd. thie mondD« na.t to New Yort

to lpend a rn day. with i:1K11Or. ElollDDr.a here 1&8t woeJt-oeDd aDd 10 oom1nc

dcnm ap1n at the oDd ot 'tb1e .et. .Ann8 and I are both wall aDd busy_

their heada aDd \h. tar haw prodaeed praoUeally IlOthS.. bat I \hiD!< \h.\

1»' the tb<, yo. ,;at_ ... lhall haw 0.... tlrot plaDo.
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hbrary 21, 19a1 - S -

1JIlpJ"ove.ont.

tire &JIboreer U Bpl.1Idid aD! lire • .Fu1d 00llt1Duel her 11crw

•
All ot \18 join in att.oUo_to creetla«1 lind all Sood wbile, to

l'0U aDd Uarl••

Preo1dellt FruIt q,le1otte
Atbeuae.
661 Zouth 8111 Avea.e
Pasadena. CalltorD1a

.."... ..' -... ~ ....~
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE. PA.

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

Athenaeum
551 South Hill Avenue
PasweDa J Ca.lifornia

De6r Doctor Flexner:

..:any thanks for your ver.! interestini letter of JAnuary' '2.7. I aJD

very glad to get your r port of Weed IS opinion, lind to lenow thAt it co­
incides with mine. I hODE! you nOW feel epsier in. our mind about the
whole Nlatter.

I look forward to receiving the minutes of the last meeting of the
Board and to bearing fro you of any furthpT develo~.ment8.

I em baving I'l ~.. onderful tiD ... here "i tb the piece of fJ.i78.t>PthEn
research ~bich I set out to do. I glanced hastily over the B~eentb

century IIlBterlal in the Bunt~rton Li1:lr; ry ~o e ye"'rs ago, put I had
no idea thl1t it "as as rich in that ..eri'Xi as I now find it to be.
I am also deligbted to find th~t I ~m 8 m~ch At home with these things
8S ever, and -.r work is ~ d ily joy to me. I intend to kee it u.
from DOW OD, getting SOr:le relief from administr... tive dev;Us at Sliarthmore
for that ~urL OS8. If I cP.n nossi'tlly do it I trent to get e mOl,th in the
Public Record Office in London t'ds sumner 00 documents whicb exist
nowbere else.

1 have had ~ good d~~l of r~in since e hRve bep.D here, but ~rie
end! get out f.,r nine ho)efl of iolf or f'I1' an bour's .ractice nearly
every afternoon. The living: srrf,r.een.t:nts in the Athenaeum r~ idesl
for 6 student, and the whole group connected lI'ith the LibrRry, Cal Tech,
and Mount ~i1 aon 1U"f! shQ1l"ing us all the hospit&li t:r we find tiJI '" for.
Beyond all this I have filled my Ofll CU!l of contentlll~nt to the brim
by resolutely ref':s1ng to JlIJlke sre<>ches anywhere, with the one exce;:tion
of 8 tP..lk about my lFJ.izabeV:an seaDlen' in the 11'[.rn1'y on Founder's Dey.

,,1th kindest regp.rds in which ~ie jOinil to Ann 6lld yourself, I am

Y,urs very sineerHly,

Dr. AbrRham Flemer
?O Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey
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