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Science and Scientists

He Changed Medical Schools

By Earl Ubell

applauded & thin, eighty-nine-
year-old layman whose eyes still
flashed the fire of a young man.

Abraham Flexner, a man who
once sald he was never fit to
teach at any university, was be-
ing honored all over again for
having almost single-handedly
revolutionized medical education
in this country.

The tribute went to Dr. Flexner
(all of whose doctorate degrees,
including the M. D., are honor-
ary) at a Waldorf-Astoria din-
ner sponsored by a committee set
up to publicize Medical Educa-
tion Week last week. The tributes
ealled attention, as Dr. Flexner
had forty-six years ago, to a
plight of the nation's medical
schools.

Problem Now Financial

Dr. "Flexner's expose of the
M. D. diploma mills, of money-
grubbing self-styled “professors”
and of filthy hospitals led to the
demise of a score of “medicai
schools." Within twenty years
there was not a single sub-
standard school in the country.

Now the remaining schools,
raised to a level of unmatched
competence by the benefactions
of many rich men and founda-
tions, are again facing a prob-
lem. This time it is financial,
not curricular.

almost $100,000,000 recently to
improve this financial condition
Yet, as Dr. Flexner said when he
was honored at the dinner, un-
less foundations and corpora-
tions step into the breach, the
government will have to. The
National Fund for Medical Edu-
lcation is tapping the corpora-
tions.

.

Science Editor
Last week deans and represent- Economic Plight
atives of fifty-seven of the na- The Elsenhower administra-
tion’s eighty-one medical schools tion has suggested a $250,000,-

000, five-year building program
for medical and dental schools
to free some of their other funds
for operating expenses. If care-
fully administered, that project
should do as much for the medi-
cal schools as a previous govern-
ment grant did for hospitals.

The economic plight of the
medical schools today is as real
a danger as the poor standards
that obtained at the turn of the
century. However, while finan-
cial statements do not make for
exciting reading, Dr. Flexner's
expose did.

It began when the late Dr.

‘Henry 8. Pritchett, president of
-{the Carnegie Foundation for the

Advancement of Teaching, asked

|Dr. Flexner, in 1908, if he would
do a study of medical schools.

At first Dr. Flexner, who had

paratory school and, at the age

:lof forty, dropped it to go on an|

intellectual forage to Harvard
and Europe, thought Dr. Pritch-
ett had confused him with his
brother, Dr. Simon Flexner. Dr.
Simon was then a medical re-
searcher of the Rockefeller In-
stitute.

But Dr. Pritchett sald he was
looking for an unbiased layman
who would not be constrained
to be “nice” to doctors. Abraham

headed s successful boys pre-j

Auldoail PIShau.

Rebel in Medicine

facilities or, sometimes, none.
Once Dr. Flexner asked for the
laboratory and the dean showed
it to him—a pulse recorder.
Students often did not see
a patient from the beginning
of their education to the end.
Progress Initiated

If students pald their fees,
they were graduated. Huge
profits were accumulated by the
“professors.”

Such was the training for peo-| America

upon the public as physicians
and which the American Medical
Association had tried to improve
by its own investigation of the

schools.

Dr. Flexner and the founda-
tion received bitter complaints
from many medical schools. One
dean said that Dr. Flexner had
spent only a day at his school,
but the dean was counseled that
the school had been lucky.

Out of Dr. Flexner's report—
ealled “Bulletin Number Four'—
eame a far-reaching program be-
cause he found one school that
was trying to do a job: the Johns
Hopkins Medical School, with
high standards and great teach-
ers. On that model he suggested
that new medical schools be
created.

Fortunately, Frederick T.
Gates, who represented John D.
Rockefeller sr.'s philanthroples,
read the bulletin and recognized
it as a workable program. He
engaged Dr. Flexner to spend
$50.,000,000 on medical educa-
tion. In the next twelve years,
other wealthy men followed that
example and $700,000,000 was
raised. The deed was done.
was to have well-

Each year since the end of| ig{Flexner accepted the job, visiting ple who were being turned loose|trained doctars,
World War II, medical college| 4,154 medical schools in rapid
budgets have risen to a total of| ‘jflorder. What did he find?
1$11,000,000 annually and the| .| School after school had loose
schools have been hanging on by| ,g)lentrance requirements so that
thelr financial fingertips. More| ,simany medical students did not
and more of them are eyeing the peleven have high school educa-
possibility of large Federal j¢|tions.
grants. There were poor laboratory

The Ford Foundation and the
Commonwealth Fund have given
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Dear Dr. Flexner: '
e p - Heartiest congratulationséon !

being paid to you these days, I hore you , R R
will contimue for meny years io be able to | p 1T

m “ AR < - 7 -
. S ) - . \
Yours sincerely, ) o DR
/ §et v % ;-

Frank Aydelotte . ‘_
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

ROOM &28 VANDERBILT 6-0674

April 17, 1956

Dear Frank;

Thank you for your letter of the
eleventh and for the copy of The First Fifty Years
of the Rhodes Trust and the Khodes Scholarships,
vhich I am sure that, when I get to it, I shall
find interesting and informative.

With every good wish,

Bincerely yours,

Gl ==

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
88 Battle Road
Princeton

New Jersey

AF3:ESS
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 38, N. Y.

TELEPHONE
December 2, 1955 VANDERBILT 6.0674

ROOM 628

Dear Frank:

I read with interest your letter of November 30, and
I wish that I were in position to furnish you with some suggestions
as to how Swarthmore may hope for further financial endowment.
As a matter of fact, I am completely out of touch with foundations
and with individuals so that I have no idea to vhom you could
appeal with any prospect of success.

The country is richer than it has ever been,
and both individusls and industry are in position to assist
as never before. I would be glad to help you in your efforts
for Swarthmore, but, alas, I have no contacts, and I do not
kmow to whom or to what to turn.

With every good wish,

Ever sincerely yours,

u.F

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
88 Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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A 30 November 1955

Dear Dr, Flexmer:

I remember with such gratitude what I got from your ~3
suggestions twenty-five or thirty years ago about funds for Swarthmore L
that I take the liberty of writing %o you again, I don't want you to
do any work, 1 only want ideas, I am no longer president of Swarthmore,
of course, but T am a life trmstee and the intepests of the college N
are very much on my heart, Due to your ideas amd to energy in

- garrying them. out, Swarthmore College has had an ext

successful gareer for over a ,uarter of a eentury, I remember that &
Elsanor graduated with Hizh Honars in 1950 and somsbody told me '3
recently of an srticls ebout American colleges which alluded to : b
Swarthmore as the "most intellsctual.” If that is true you are more

responsible than anybody else,

fou kmow, of course, what is happening in education,
how prices have gone up and how both foundations and business organizae
tions have begun to realize thet thsy mwust do sowething to help higher

‘education, The nged for that help is felt very strorgly at Swarthmore.

The alugmi are doing what they camn and the Alusnd /
Fund pets larger every year, It amrunie now to semething over $100,000, '
but that 4s not ehough, Vhat we necd l= sgre solid eontributions of
endovment funds which will stabilisze the collrge fimances and enshle 1
the Board of Mmagers safely Yo expand and improve the professcrial g
group.

Lem sager to keen the acllege small a'nd T hope that
youwillapee,buttodothiswamut,uluw,wmhmlarga -
the endowment fund,

: mmmiohhrthm:%comgeﬂruﬁuadtﬂ
education over all these years is to scrve as & kind of center for the
Rhodes Scholarships, You can get a Quick idea of this from a short
article in the current edition of the Swartimore Phoenix which I enclose,
A Tfoundation which gave a. gift to Swerthmore could consider that it
‘l;. serving as well the very important interests of the Rhodes Scholare
ships,.

Lot me t that I am not as ou to do any wo R
but I would be most grateful for any ideas whish you _manau # 10 =
Im]dﬂiubomtion. r-“"

o

3
*Immnmttmammmmm ;
uthwm,ln )!

3 . Yours sincerely,

‘ Esq,

. { el ® ot
v _ S VPO £ 12 e
erue . P Y ) P
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e WESTERN -~
otherwise this message willbe .
psentasa fullmte telegram s sentat the full rate
e e focq Il ' N |l O N e | ateeanen
DAY NIGHT E 60DE NIGHT
“\LETTER LETTER |/~ W. P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT N\ EEHIER Sl
NO, WDS,-CL. OF SVC, PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED
Send the following o subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to
Ta Elso 19
Street and No
Care of or
Ap!- NO Place

i Do st Leyt Dy 2w 092, Jen P&’Mpd—tal)
fMWMmMQ'@WMMMPZAM&

' Mwﬁ%m,wewmm& b gffoetin]
- mmwudww e b 2o e docetf

—ald wfuraly Yoy Loy D st whaod proodes o Uigull

—

-

Sender's name and address (For reference) ' : Sender’s lelephone number
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ﬁ' ch-nh-vlulldudsl 3 W E S |I E R N 1207  |Oheck theclamofservice desized

otherwise this message willbe . otherwise this message will be

sentasa fullrate telegram

=l  UNION [Ele=
MIGHT 1€

DAY : o MIGHT
T\LETTER LEMER |/ W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT , LEVER )
NO. WDS.-CL. OF SVC., PD.ORCOLL. CASH MO, CHARGE T0 THE ACCOLNT OF TIME FILED

Send the following mezsage, subject 1o the terms.on back hereaf, which are hereby agreed to y
To Frank Aydelotte . Jan. 13 10 _515

Street and No
Care of or -
AP‘- Nﬂ Place

MRS. FLEXNER DIED LAST TUESDAY
IN PROVIDENCE, R.I., AFTER LONG ILLNESS

2

ROBERT OPFENHEIMER

Dty grine) b Teco Cagl fuan £
Gecots Doail Rewijed

Sender's name and address (For reference)
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 1955.

ANNE C. FLEXNER, |
A PLAYWRIGHT, 80

Wife of Former Director of
Advanced Study Institute
Dies—Wrote ‘Aged 26’

Mrs, Anne Crawford Flexner,
slaywright, and wife of Dr. Abra-
1am Flexner, died Tuesday in a
aospital i Providence, R. I,
where she had been ill for sev-
aral years. She was 80 years old.

Mrs. Flexner was born in
Seorgetown, Ky, the ter of
Louis G. and Susan um
Crawford. She came to New
York in 1897 with her husband,
who is director emeritus of the
institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N, J.

In 1001 Mrs, Flexner's first

M
lern Fiske appeared in it. Two
sears later Mrs, Flexner's drama-
dzation of “Mrs. Wiggs of the
Cabbage Patch,” was presented
»n Broadway. She wrote several
Pt.:ler plays “Iv;hleili_ were prgduced.
|including e Marriage Game,"
and “A Lucky Star,” in which
Willle Collier appeared,

“Aged 26,” a play based on the
life of the poet Ji Keats, was
Mrs. Flexner's most recent play.
It was produced in New York
in 1936,

" Mrs. Flexner was a graduate of
Vassar College. She helped found
the American Dramatists, which
she served as vice president. She
was also a board member of the
Dramatists Guild of the Authors
League, and a member of the
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Mrs. A. Flexner,
Playwright, 80
PROVIDENCE, Jan. 12.Mrs.

Anne Crawford Flexner, eighty,
playwright and wife of Dr.

tor of the Institute for Advanced

She lived in New York City at
_|the Btanhope Hotel, Fifth Ave.
¥ and 81st 8t,

! was her dramatization of “Mrs.
Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch,”
popular comie-sentimental novel
‘labout the widow who laughed at
misfortunes. Mrs. Flexner was

Ha

!
s
E

In 1912 Mrs. Flexner had an-
other success with “The Mar-
riage Game,"” in which Alexandra
Carlisle starred. Her final Broad-
way production was “Aged 26,"
a play about John Keats, which
opened In New York in 1036,

Mrs, Flexner was born in
Georgetown, Ky., and was grad-
uated from Vassar College in
1806. She had been active in
founding the Dramatists Guild
of the Authors League and was
a board member for many years.

Burviving, besides her hus-
band, are two daughters, Miss
Eleanor Flexner and Mrs. Paul
Lewinson, and a sister, Miss
Enhu; Crawford.

Abraham Flexner, retired direc-|

Mrs. Flexner's major success|'

a friend of the author, the late|’

. N -

=3

T L
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Dear Dr, Flexmer:

mh:-tanptohnmiml
néﬂ.-ﬂhiﬂﬂa-_h-u-hﬂhm&u'n
henorary K,B,E, from the Jusen on October 2, I don't know
whether I am more surprised or delighted, s

I shall, otwm;,mamtw‘
m*mmmmmmmm of your
health, I hope I can tell them that you are getting on
well, | _

With kindest regards, I am
Yours sincerely,
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12 November 1951

Dean Dean Flexner:

Hearty congratulations on your 85th birthday. No one
looking at your picture in the New York Times yesterday
could possibly believe you are 85, Tt would be easy to
believe from that picture that you were about to publish
another book.

I hope to look in to see you very soon., The fact is
that the Rhodes Scholarships, in which I am still active,
seem to take more time every year., It is about time for
me to retire from that job,

With kindest regards, in which Marie joins, T am

Yours sincerely,
Frank Aydelotte

Dr, Abraham Flexner
522 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1951

FLEXNER, NEAR 85,

IS AGAIN A STUDENT|

e

Educational Reformer, Taking

a Course at Columbia, Adds
Also to His List of Books

For the inquiring mind of Dr,
Abraham Flexner there is no such

| thing as retirement. On the eve of| g
|his eighty-fifth birthday the edu-|

|cational reformer has enrolled in

added a new book to the list of
his publications.

“When you have someone like
Dr. Flexner in your class, it's like
putting a burr under a horse's
saddle,” one of Dr. Flexner's Co-

lumbia teachers said recently.

| For the last half-century Dr.
Flexner has been a burr under the
saddle of American education. His
critical studies or reaching meth-
ods have stimulated important re-
forms. But, although he has
earned the esteem of the educa-
tional world for his work with the
Carnegie Foundation, the Rocke-
feller General Education Board

a Columbia University course in|
“Russian Institutions” and has|g

and the Princeton Institute for
Advanced Study, the educator dis-
P es his contributions. I

“I was lucky to have been as-|
sociated with such institutions"
he said in his book-filled Fifth
Avenue office yesterday.

Completed College in 2 Years

Born in Loulsville, Ky., the sixth
child of immigrant Jewish parents,
Abraham Flexner by “a lot of hard
work" was graduated from Johns
Hopkins Universily in two years.
He became assistant principal of
a Louisville high school before he|
was 20. He introduced new meth-|
ods of teaching into his own school |
with such success that he went on
to further study abroad.

In 1910 he made his famous re-
port for the Carnegie Foundation
on medical instruction in the Unit-
ed States, and is credited thereby
with having helped to make Amer-
ican medical education the world's
finest. From 1013 to 1828 he dis-
bursed funds through the Rocke-
feller General Education Board
which, he has said, “directly and
indirectly added half a billion dol-
lars or more to the resources and
endowments of American medical
education.”

Soon after he had “retired" as
director of the General Education
Board's division of studies and
medical education, he was named
the first director of the Princeton
Institute for Advanced Studies. He
finally really retired from that
post in 1939, since then devoting
his time and en to writing and
organizational . “While it was
all interesting when I was in it."
|Dr. Flexner said yesterday, “I sup-
pose T found the medical survey
the most Interesting.”

WILL BE 85 TUESDAY

Dr. Abraham Flexner

The New York Times Studle

Three Years on Newest Book

“I have just sent off a hook
which I have been work o i;:
past three years. It is titled

“Funds ti and s
a critical study of the work done
stnu'm ] by ‘the
land & few of the founda-

{tions. T don't think T will write a

new book for a while, I'm jus
going to rest.”

_Resting for Dr. Plexner sound:
like a full schedule to the AVerage
person. He has been studying ar!
and American literature at Colum
bia, and now has undertaken th:
Ruuin; It}autulion's course “be
cause Russians are v importan
to us today and we nea?ﬁ l:np:udcrv
51.;;16 them."

ere will be no special celebra:

tion Tuesday when Dr, Flcxng: br:-
comes 85 years old. He said he
would stay in his Eighty-sixtt
Street home, and added, “If any-
one iries to make an occasion of
it, I'll leave town."



Records of the Office of the Director / Dlrectors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, ebraham 1938-1955

1S, .f— - e T -l H 15

&5 gy "k T ey Ly ;'_, x ' _‘&\-‘._

- é - 4 " . 4! -l
s o
S e

Octoher 10. 19”.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

1 have thought very carefully over
our telephone capversation of yesterday in which
that I chould urge Alan Valentine
to withdrew from the position wiich he has Just

i

accepted as Head of the E.S5.A, Psrhaps that . S
ﬂﬁﬁh'ﬁthﬁﬂfﬂhﬁlhb,bﬂbl gEE oy
have too little kmow of what the position

involves and too muzh on for Alan to (g gy
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June 29, 1549.

Dear Dr, Flexmer:

June is an appelling month, as you know frem
your long experisnce, and I have only gust today gotten
around to follow up my letter of June 1, but send you s
these two articles of Bill's under separate cover,

Are you going to Canada again this year, and
if so, when do you leave, I very much hope to over
to see you before you & ave New York, if that is

e Otherwisge I shall try to do it sometime in
the fzll, I have a kind of recollection that you wait
until the black flies are over, and I hope it may still
he poasible to ecateh you in Wew York before you go.

With affectionate resards, I am g

Yours sincerely,

S




Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955
From the Shelby White-and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

L 3

June 1, 1949.

Dear Dr, Flemer:

Many thanks for your kind letter of
May 27. I am sending your congratulations on
to Bill.

I am glad the Oxford books reached
you safely, and I hope you will say to your
friend that if he has any questions which do mot
appear to be smswered in these two volumes, he
must feel free to write to me at any time,

I appreciate your kind invitation to
luneh, and shall not fail to let you know the
first time I am free in New York.

With much love from us both, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner

522 Pifth Averue ‘

New York 18, Naw York

P.S. You may be interested in a couple of
) §lutl-

BMll's recent aruolop, which I send you under
separate cover. ' 1

{b

L]
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. ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVE.
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

May 27, 1949
Dear Frank:

I have your kind note of May 26.
I had not heard thet Bill is Chairmen of the
fdistory Uepartment of the State University of
Iova. 1 am delighted at his promotion, which
must be a source of great gratification to you
and Merie.

The Oxford books have just arrived.
Thenk you very much for them,

Let me know when you are to be in
town that we may have lunch together.

¥ith love to you and Marie,
Ever sincerely,
Ur. Frenk Aydelotte (;":j*.
The Fhodes Scholarship Trust
Princeon, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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lexner, 82, Now'Is Happy Student
'At Columbia, Once Butt of His Scorn

Dr. Abraham Flexner and a classmate, Mrs. S. R. Gaston, al-

tending a lecture.

By CHARLES GRUTZNER

Dr. Abraham Flexner, whose
|thunderings against Columbia and
lother large universities rocked
American halls of learning two
decades ago, was found last night
to be one of the most enthusiastic
students in a fine arts course at
Columbia University.

In an interview that was cut
short when class work began, the
82-year-old director emeritus of
the Institute for Advanced Studies

t Princeton, N. J, told how he

'd been taking about four hours

studies a week at Columbia and

' enjoying it immensely.
=, Flexner was more willing

to talk about the joys of Prof.
Everard M. Upjohn's lectures on
the history of art than his earlier
characterizations of many univer-
sities as “diploma mills” and “drug
stores.”

“There must have been changes
in educational methods,” Dr. Flex-
ner said in reply to a question.)
“l don't know just what the
changes have been. I haven't been|
active in the field in the last ten
years.”

Two winters ago Dr. Flexner
went quietly to Columbia one eve-|
n and enrolled in Fine Arts 5

in/which Dr. Upjohn traces art,
th lectures and picture slides,|

om ancient times through the
enaissance. Last winter he went
ack as a repeater in Fine Arts s, |
ot because he found it difficult
ut because he liked it so well he

anted to go over it again. This
pring he enrolled in Fine Arts 6,

hich carries the subject to mod-
ern times.

Dr. Flexner also Is taking al
course in literature of American!
history given by Prof. Allan Nev-
ns. He has taken a course on
Chaucer and the Literature of the

Middle Ages, too.

“The best thing a man can do
after he has retired is to study,”
iaid the noted educator. “You can
always learn from abler men in

many fields. I had never met any-
one who knew more about the his-
tory of art than Dr. Upjohn."

Dr. Upjohn tried to turn the talk
to another subject, but the slight,
bald student showed the same
vigorous determination with which
he pursued his educational crusade
in earlier years, He wanted to talk
ahout Dr. Upjohn and no one was|
going to side-track him.

“You should read Dr. Upjohn's
new book, ‘History of World Art;"
it just came out two weeks ago,”
Dr. Flexner said. Dr. Upjohn in-
terjected gently that it wasn't his
work alone, that it had been pub-
lished in collaboration with Mrs.
Jane Gaston Mahler and Prof. Paul
Wingert.

“When you have someone like
Dr. Flexner in a class, it's like put-
ting a burr under a horse's saddle,"
Dr, Upjohn said later., Many of the
works of art and architecture dis-
cussed in the course had been
viewed by Dr. Flexner in his tra-
vels, and he had strong opinions on |
just about everything.

As the lecture hall began to fill
up with young men and women
classmates, Dr. Flexner ended the
interview. There was no reason
for it to interfere, he said, with
the classwork. Last night's was |
the last lecture of the term in
Fine Arts 6.

Dr. Flexner has been busy since

his retirement as director of the|
Institute for Advanced Study in
1939, with books, reading some and |
writing others. To the more than|
half dozen works on educational
and medical subjects published|
previously, he added in 1940 his
autobiography, “I Remember,"” and |
in 1046 a blography of Daniel Coit|
Gilman, the first president of
Johns Hopkins University.

In one of his books, “Universities
—American, English, German,” he
attacked large institutions, nota-
bly Columbia, Chicago and Wis-
consin, saying they harbored “edu-|
cational quacks.” All that seemed|
far away last night as Dr. Flexner|
sat between two pret;ty gtrut uu:
si joyously at the fount o
Icggnefngj as Dr. Upjohn spoke of
fine art,
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265 May 1949

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Many thanks for your letter of May
23. There are a groat many things which I should
like to talk over wilth you and wirlch are not
suiteble for incluslion In a letter.

8111 would want toc be rememvered to
you 1if he knew I was writin:. Have you heard
that he 1s now chalrman of the History Departuent
at t he Unlversity of Iowa, and so far as I can see
maizing a famous job of it.

With love from Marie and me, I am

Yours sincerely,

-~

Dr. Abraham Flexner
522 Pifth Avenue
New York City 18
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVE.
NEW YORK 18. N. Y.

May 23, 1949
Dear Frank:

Thank you very much for your kind letter
of May 19 with its enclosures. When I asked for the
catalogue of Oxford, I knew that the University did not
issue & catalogue in the American sense. The handbook
will be precisely what my friend wants, and I am grate-
ful to you for having one sent to me.

I am also deeply touched by what you said
on the occasion of the Lord and Taylor award. It was
extraordinarily generous of you. I wish I had some
influence with the Institute today. Some day when you
are in town, have lunch with me, for there are things
that I should like to tslk with you about rather than
write.

Give my love and good wishes to
Marie and Bill.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte Q. d,
The Fhodes Scholarship Trust 0
c/o The Institute for Advanced Study

Princeton,New Jersey /) {
AF:ESB : ?
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May 19, 1949.

Dear Dr. Fle:mer:

It was & great pleasure %o talk with
you over the telephone yesterday, and I enclose
herewith a copy of my Lord and Taylor speech
acoepting the award, and giving you the oredit
whish you so richly deserve,

T did noi take the trouble to explain
%o you over the telephbne what I think you know
already, that tle University of Oxford has no
such thing as a cataloue in the American sense.
There is instead an Nxford University Handbook
which T think would be mosi useful to your friend,
There is also a volume entitled "Examination
Statutes"”, which 1s a kind of syllabus of the ex-
aminations required for the various degress. I
am having both volumes sent to ycu from the Oxford
University Press, with my compliments, If your
friend is sufficiently interested in the University
of Oxford, thers are certain other things that he
might read, C(ne is a volume entitled "Oxford™ by
Charistopher Hobhouse, which can be obtained from
the Oxford University Press in New York, and
awther 18 my book "The /imerican Rhodes Sgholar-
ships", which cen be obtained from the Prihceton
University Press, It may be, however, that the
Handbook and the Examination Statutes will give
him all he needs,

.Iou'lllm.

Dr. Abraham Flaxner
522 Fifth Avenue
New York 18, New York
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5/19/49

Dr. Abraham Flexner
522 Fifth Aveme
New York 18, N-wXork

(all mail to go to office)
Home address:

20 E, 76th Street
New York 21, New York

From his secrstary:
Mrs, Esther Bailey
34 Mercer Street
Princeton, N.J,

Phone: Princeton 114
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29 October 1946

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Marie and I send you warmest thanks for
the book on Gilman, which arrived this morning, I
am delipghted to have it and sheall read it with the
keenest interest. So far I have only had the oppor-
tunity of leafing through it, but even that quick
examination shows me how much of your educational
philosophy has gone into it,

With effeotionate regards from us both
to Anne and yourself, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City 18
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Mary Flexner

l

|Her Brother, Bernard, Was Leader
In Palestine Aid in the 1920s
Mary Flexner, seventy-four, sister
lof the late Bernard Flexner, for-|
mer president of the Palestine Eco-|
nomic Corporation, and of the late
Dr. S8imon Flexner, organizer and
lirst director of the Rockefeller!
|Institute for Medical Research.
|died yesterday at the Rockefeller
|Institute Hospital, York Avenue
and Sixty-first Street. She lived
at 1000 Park Avenue,

Miss Flexner was born in Louis-
ville and was graduated from Bryn
Mawr College. Her brother, Bern-
ard, who was a leader in promoting
the economic rehabilitation and
development of Palestine in the
19205, established n 1928 a $50,-
000 lectureship in humanities in
her name at Bryn Mawr.

Surviving are a third brother,
Dr. Abraham Flexner, former di-
rector of the Instltu%pg-
vanced Studies, at Princeton, N.J.,
and a twin sister, Mrs. Julius L.
Baldauf,
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MISS MARY FLEXNER,
SISTER OF EDUCATORS

Misa Mary Flexner of 1000 Park
Avenue died yesterday after an ill-
ness of seven weeks in the hospital
of the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research, York Avenue
and Sixty-sixth Street, of which
her brother, the late Dr. Simon
Flexner, was for fifteen years di-
rector. She was T4 years old, a
daughter of Morris and Esther
;bn.lnm Flexner of Loulsville,

y.
In May, 1928, anothar brother of
Miss Flexner, the late Bernard
Flexner, New York lawyer, with
whom she made her homae for
years at the Park Avenue address,
‘established in her honor at her
alma mater, Bryn Mawr College,
the Mary Flexner Lectureship on
Humanities. The sum of ,000
waa provided for the purpose.

Since then Miss Flexner had de-
voted much of her time to the se-
lection of lecturers and other ar-
rangements connected with the
carrying out of the purposes of her
brother's gift. Arnold J. Toynbee,
the British historian, last holder of
the lectureship, gave six lectures
at Bryn Mawr last spring on “En-
counters Between Civilizations"
and packed the 1,000-seat hall on
every occasion.

Miss Flexner had been & sup-
porter of various philanthropies,
notably the Henry Street Settle-
ment on the lower East Side.

She leaves a brother, Dr. Abra-
ham Flexner of 150 East Seventy-
second Street, director emeritus of
the Insti ced Study
at Princeton, N. J., and a sister,
Mrs. Julius L. Baldauf of Chicago. |
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ary Flexner,

ary Flexner died yesterday
the hospital of the Rockefeller
{Institute for Medical Research,
{York avenue and 61st street,
which her brother, the late Dr.-
Simon Flexner, organized and
directed for fifteen years, An-
{other brother, the late Bernard
|Flexner, a lawyer, was president|
|of the Palestine Economic Cor-
{poration. Miss Flexner was 74
|years old and lived at 1000 Park
avenue, She devoted much of/
her life to philanthropic and edu.|
cational activities, including the
Henry Street Settlement, She is
survived by a third brother, |
Dr. Abraham Flexner, director
emeritus of the Institute for Ad-
vanced Study, at Princeton, and
a twin sister—Mrer—ulius L.
Baldauf.
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

On the occasion of his eightieth birthday,
Mr. Abraham Flexner received letters, cards,
telegrams, flowers and books from numerous

friends.

He regrets profoundly that it would be very
difficult for him to write each of his friends
a fitting acknowledgment.

Mr. Flexner assumes that you will be kind
enough to accept this impersonal note as
evidence of his deep appreciation.
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Mey 10, 1946

Dear Frenk,

Your telegrem wes, I think, the
first that I received after Simon pessed
eway. Thenk you very much for your sym-
pethy and friendship, which I value.

Simon end 1 were more then
brothers. We were friends end collabora-
tors. For the last sixty yesrs we worked
together. I shell miss him deeply.

With every good wish,
Sincerely your friend,
Dr. Frenk Aydelotte
Institute for Advenced
Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:CGH
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DAY LETTER

May 3, 1946

To: Ur. Abraham ¥ lexner

150 East 724 Street

New York, N. Y.
Deeply grieved to hear sad news of death of your
brother Simon. He had a great career and made
contributions of unigque value to American medicine.
It is a great satisfaction to me to have had him
on the rol$ of Bastman Professors. Heartfelt
sympathy to you and the memsdmdémg members of your
family.

Frank Aydelotte

FA:K%<
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G f October 17, 1944

- Ur, Abrgham Flexner ‘_
522 Fifth Avenue
' Rew York 18, New York

Dear Dr, Flexners

L twve your letter of October 1llth 'rd very much regret
that you felt iampelled to sey what you réport you zaid to
Penofscye. In such & matter sa thiz it seeme to mwe thet we

7 - ought to agree to follow the procedurs senctioned by ecademic
‘usage, by whlch Trustees desal with members of the Fuculty
“through the Director., To heve done so in tuis cesa would
have avoiced the MWWM&! ex sure you
ere leboring,

This dtspuu does not ‘seem to m2 to bs & suiteble
question to reier to the Trustesp but if you insist thet
they should discuss it, I shell, of course, be prspered to
supply tnem with full informstion. Fortumstely, we huve 2
Committee on Institute Policy, I am tending your latter to

the Cpairwen lo ether with & copy of this reply end chell be
prepered to follow the inst of tne Committes sz to

. - whether ornotthnnttuMd.hhmgM‘put ourn-xt
reeting, .

! Yours very sincercly,

Fhsjor
1 -
i A '

LT
. I- | r

',':.-'.‘111

L]
St i sﬁf 7 -

g ) b AL
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cory THE INSTITUTE FOE ADVANCED STUDY
School of Husenistic Studies
Princeton, New Jersey

QOetober 12, 1944

Dr, Frank Aydelotte,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, H.J.

Dear Dr. Aydelotie,

Without atteching too such laportince o ths
satier, I thiak it proper to inforz you of a2n interview with
Dr, Flexner whom I sew yesterdsy ia bis office in Wew Iork after
he had asked me by letter to see hia on "a metter that would be of
greet intercet toc me,*

After the exchange of the ususl ssenities,
Dr, Flexner sskted me how my work was proceeding, to which I mnswered
thet I, so far &s I could Judge, was very plecsed with it,
Dr, Flexner then ssced with whom I sasz working together, to sulch I
answered that sy work was most closely coanscted with that of
Dre Frankl, who hed kindly sacisted ze in ths preperztion of ay
aew book aud to whose fortheoming erticle im the Act SBulletin I e=
contributing &« special section, Thersupon Dr. Flexner sald: "ind
whet sbout Dr, de Tolnay?® 1 saswered thet I ned not seen or
spoken to Dr, de Tolaey for more than & yesr, Dr, Flamer saldg
*"I'1]1 tell you what you will dos jyou will &t cace o to Dr. de Tolnay..."
At this point, I am alraid, I interrupted Dr, Flexaer sad teld Llm
thet this ses unfortunstely impossible becsuse Ur, de Tolnay's
attitude pravented me from ever reestablishing a personsl contsct
with him, After this briel sletement Dr, Flexuer seid, snd I quotes
"Rell, Lif you don't, one of you two will lose his job."

I felt that this remerk did act constitute a

basis for further discusslon, But in defersace to Dr, Flexner's sge
I refrzined from eny comment, rose, Lowed snd bace hizm good morning.

I have no wey of kuowing whether and on wnhet
grounds Dr, Flexner intends to Leke officlel steps in the direction

indicated in his remark., I should like, however, to plece my version
of the interview on record ss long ss it iz fresh in ay mesory,.

Very sincersly yours,
Signeds EBWTH PANOFSKY
Erwin Penofeky
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&l\, Abrehss Flexner
- 522 Fifth Avenue
' Hew York 18, N.Y,

October 11, 1944

fortaight sgo I arked Professor Panolaky to come to

e s in o He come about eleven Lhis moraing.

bad o fricadly chat sdout our familier, the Institute in gesersl,
I ssked hin who wap working with bis, He nesed Freskl, I

sbout de Tolnay, BEe ropiled, "I heve not spoken with

r over tso yesrs, snd I shall not spesk to bis sgaln a»

I told hiz I was surpriszed thet au older sen would take
such sz wnfriendly attitule towards & younger san, who =as also &
refuges, He repliled, *I will beve nothing %o o with his az long
88 I live,*

Ee replied, "As far 4o I sn conourned, it #ill.* He then

rose to go, and I sald, "Does Dr, iydelotte know about this situatioa?”

He raplied, *I think be doss.”

1 seld, '*I snsll ask Dr, Ayielotte to bring 1t to the attention

of the Bourd at ite mext meeting, but, in =y Judgment, the Board
decide thot one or the other of you must go, snd I suepect ths
decisicn say de favorsble to the younger man.", Howsvery I teld
I should do mothing until I heard from Dr, Aydelotte, reupon
dashed sugrily cut of the roox saying "good bye®™ as he left,

I sn telling you this becsuse I think it 1s e watter shich
you ehovld take wp with Penofeky st the serliest possible moment,
Panefaky's attitule Ls ungensrous, sad 4o wy opinios he is probadly
envious of the younger man, though I do not as & matter of fact tmow
how they Leppened to querrel,

Witk best vishss to you and Narle,
Ever sincerely,
Signeds AL T,

'EEE

bDr, Frenk Aydelotta
The Institute for Adwenced Stuudy
Princeton, Nev Jersey
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December 22, 1942

Dear Dr. Flaxner:

In response teo your telephome call, I can

give you in very briel form a rehensive statement
of thes linancial position of the Institute aut this
mouent,

Ve have not balanced our budget out of our
orn funds since 1938, The result of each year's opera-
tions since that time, as given in the auditor's report,
is as follows:

1937-38 8 #16,110.28
i9”-39 Dts cit 25.570.&1

939-40
1940-41 . J’lg li
1941-42 Surplus

The deficit for 1939-40 would have been still
grester except for the fact that the Institute peid me no
salary thet year, The deficits for 1938-39 and 1939-40
vere Jue partly to new salaries in economics w
to the mntun of Fuld Hall and other addi
expenses Tor which no additional income was available.
Onr o tive solveney in 1940-41 and 1941-42 was due

ﬂa{romum additional temporury income

puvt).y from Bamberger and the Rockefe ler rou-dauon
and portly from the Carnegie Corporation,

Expenses added since 1938 without any corre-

sponding addition to our resources sre (excluding minor
items) the following:

Two salaries in economics §30,000
Contribution on these to

Teachers Ins. & Amnuity 1,500
Economics stipends - approx. 10,000
Operation of Hall 20,000
Director's Pension 12,000

Library . .m
L
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This, however, 15 not quite the wholas story.
Fe shall in & faw years time be compellad to provide in our
budget sn anunusl sum for repanirs and renovations to Fuld
Hall and for pensions, We ought, furthermors, to increase
the amount whigh we Jdeavote to stipends.

The situation in regard to retireaments is as
follows:

Inst,
Date Professor Pension Promised IT.I.A.A. Budget
June, 1944 Einstein £2000 21909.44 16090.56
June, 1945 Veblen 8000 2439.00 5561.00
June, 1945 Lowe 2650.44
June, 1945 Harzfeld 720,80

It is my opinion, and I know it is yours, that
evary cens=ideration of hmnity end of the g;uun of the
Institute demands that we add something to the amounts which
Lowe and Herzfeld will receive from the Teachers Insurance
and Annuity Association. If we brought the pensions of these
two men up to 24000, our pension load for professors, heginning
in June, 1945, would be 816,220,32, or, including your own
‘mi.u $28,220,32., If we were content to bring Lowe's and
erzfeld!s pension up to only #3000, whieh is that Stewart
thinks it safe to do with our present resourcas, this smount
would be reduced by $2000,00,

The upshot of 211 this is that we are running
't least £125,000 behind at the present moment, which is the
interest on $4,000,000, I hope, however, that Mr. Bamberger's
gonerosity w»ill sxtand not Ill'li,‘ to the noint of covering
our present comaitments but will make some proviszion for such
intéresting exteasiéns 2s the development of Oriental studies,
Latin-dmerican studies, and work in other fields in which I
think the Institute might make & grest contribution., I have
not talked much with Kr, Bamberger about such developments
because I did not want to frighten him, dut own opinion
is that the plan which you laid down for the Institute and
its method of upprosch to scholarship is so effective, so
much needed, and promises such fruitful results that it would
be nothing Less then & treged: If we were not going to be
able to enter othsr fields. Ye need not enter them all at
once and we can exchange cne subject for another, but we
need some margin in order to do anything.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Carnegle Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City
FA/ECE



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

A

October 27, 1941

of
and I lesrned & great deal from it, mot merely
about medicine but sbout other things &s well. Just as I

I bave just writtem your brother of my enthusissm
for the book wnd my debt to it. It is, indeed, a grest
t and ought to get & Pulitzer Prise.

I had & most delightful six days in Califormias,

|

problems and two days at the University of Californis on
the pame esrand. It wus, on the wiole, & pleasant sand
ourney, end your gift of your brother's book
sade the bours on the train the best part of iil.

Yours sincerely,

1
£

-
2
e,
i

AT

it I'a-l-p‘!'_" 1

-
4§
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April 7, 1941

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Do you expect to be at the Camegie Foundation
Wiednesday morming and would you have time for & short
talk with Richard Storr, & graduate of Swarthmore im the
class of 1937, who is working on the history of graduate
education in this country?

I think Storr hes had some correspondencs
with you on the subject. At eny rate, the center of his
whole study would be Gilman's work at Johms Hopkins, end
I told him there was no one who could give him as much
information on thut subject as you.

Since Storr hes toc be in New York on Hednesdey
in any case, I am asking hin {to cell at the Foundation and
ask whether it would be possible for you to see him. If
you &re not there or are not able to see him perhaps you
would just leeve word with the girl in Jessup's outer
ofiice.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abrehem Flexmer
Carnegic Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

FA/NCE
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6 May 1940
Dictated May 5

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I had a very satisfactory interview with
William Rosenwald and he seemed s athetic but raised
the question as to whether it would not be better for them
to appropriate the money to the Committee for Displaced
German Scholars rather than to the Institute directly.
I told him I thought we could make more effective use
of it if the money was given directly to us,

Mr. Rosenwald asked me for certain figures
which would show the contribution which we are making to
the problem already. Mrs, Balley got these figures up
for me this morning, telephone them to me and I enclose
copy of a letter 'h{ch I am writing Mr, Rosenwald and
which it may be convenient for you to have if you have
any conversation with his sigter.

I discussed the tea on May 13th with the
faculty on Friday and with such Trustees as I could get
hold of. Members of the faculty felt that it would be a
mistake to plan & large tes on such short notice, that
there was danger of our leaving out some people in
Princeton who ought to be invited and that on the whole
it would be wiser to make this a family party of members
of the faculty and Trustees, waiting until next year
when Marie and I are settled in Princeton before we try
to entertain members of the Princeton faculty. Marie
feels very strongly that she would rather do it this way.
I em nocord:lnslihnving the extre list of names 'hiw
sent togetherwith those I have received from other rs
of the faculty and Trustees for use next year, inviting
only our own group this time but considering the large -
party merely postponed. I imagine Anne will think this
is a wise solution. '

Yours sincerely,
Dr. Abraham Flexner

150 E. 72nd Street
New York City
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6 May 1940

Deer Miss Schorr:
I enclose the figures about our
budzet which Mr, Rosenwald recuested, I have put them
in the form of e letter to him wnicn I enclose herewith,
If by any chance everything is not clesr you could get
me on the telephone Tuesdsy or “ednesdsy at Swarthmore D O,
or Thursday, Fridey and Saturdey at irinceton 2530,

Yours sincersly,

Miss Pam L. Schorr

care A1lllam Roserwmsld, RBsg.,

122 Hast 42nd Street

New York City 5
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27 Februasry 1940

Dear Dr., ¥l.exner:

I am delighted tc hear that the book is finished
end that proofs will be coming along in a few weeks' time.
Needless to say 1 look forwerd with the keenest pleasure to
reading it in its entirety.

I note your point about sxchanging catalogue
cards with the Princeton University Library. I have already
been in touch with Mr, Heyl about this, and we shall of course
be glad tc furnish them with the cards of our library if they
so desire. I have already sxchanged several letters with
Boyd, the new Princeton librerian, and ex ect to work out
with him every posasible method of ocooperation so as to bring
ebout & meximum of eocnomy and convenience for both institutions,

Thank you very much for your willingness tc see
Bush. As soon as you have done that I want to talk about
Capps and Tedesco. Morey I see almost every week, and I am
enxious to know whet your suggesticn is in regerd to him.

My old elbow is coreaking along. It is a ocase of
an ‘njury which I had as a boy end which has bothered me more
or less all my life, In Floride at Ohristmas time, |
on the advice of the experts to put a little more
into my swing end thus get & little more distance, I _
it out in some way so that it hes Dean quite palni‘ul sinoe
then and threatens to be & serious detriment to 1 golf. This z
last is of course the only thing I worry about. It has been
extensively exarined end X-rayed in Philadeiphia, and m

have

4
:
b

¢ it

330y

into a plaster cast this afternoon. If that does not

any good, the docturs talk about en operation, whioh I have
said I woulé be willing to have only if they would stake their g
professional reputation that it would reduce my average sScore :
by five strokes.

In two wee.s we shall have the decision of the
Rockefeller Foundation. A.l the negotiations Lave served to
inorease my optimism ebout the result, but of ocourse these
things are not settled until the f vote is takem. I felt
that it was no use trying to prepare a budget until then, and 2
as soon as the result is known I want to talk over with you eall
our plens for next year, y

With affectionate regaerds, I em
Yours sineerely,
Dr. Abreham Flasxnmer
150 rn 72nd Street
How fork, New York
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AoiI0e 1IN 1d wap miary 1940

Dear Dr. Fiexner:

I am mich reiieved by tha statoment In your
letter of ¥sbruary 9th that Dr. Crowe finds nothing seriocus
the nutter with your throat and only eonggmas you %o silsnge.

I feel very fully the fot%xlii {bu} ?',‘rki
about ths Library, and you will be intereSt o khodw that"
I have slready had a convsrcation with Mr. Hayl, the aoting
librerian, on jJust this subject of how the two libraries can
be msads tc complexzent each other rather than to repicce sach
other., Certainly it wcuid be a wicked waste of monsey te
duplicate library fecilitles, except for siuch tools as would

- be needed dally aad Lourly in sach plaece and might sven be
duplicated in & desartuentel library. I should dearly love
tc be esbie to mede the Instituts library add materially to
the resources of Princeton by acquiring books germain to
our work which the Prianceton library doces nol possess. We
shall ccertainiy bs cun the lookout for such material, and I
have no doudbt that we shall eventually secure & considerable
amount of it. We have an errangement with Kr. Heyl by whioch,
now that we have & library, we shall make interlibrary loans
from the Institute to Princetcn &nd from Princeton tc the
Institute, which wil. De & ccanvenience tc everyone concerned.

I am sorry to say that the Carnegie nstitution
has out Lowe's apprcprietion down tc $1000 for this year. I
have not approached them on the subject, preferring tc leave
the matter to you, and of course I do not want to urge you
to do anything that woculd in any way tax your strength or your
vecice., Do you expect to be able to get down tc see Bush
time in the near future? Or woculd you prefer to heve me do it?
I ho'e to get over to New York next week to see yocu to talk
ebout this end several other metters, including Capps and
Tedesco. I hed & very useful conversation with Edgerton of
Yale about ‘edescc yesterday.

At the present moment I am, in my spare time,

having dootors fussing over my elbow. There is some telk of

an operation which, if perfcormed, would not bs vsry serious.

‘I have said that I would submit to the operation, provided

- Dr. Riesman and Dr. Moocre would stake their professicnal
reputations that the result would be to out at lecast five strokes
off my score, but that I would not consider myse.f Justified

in undergoing an operation for less than five strokes. There
“he matter rests for the moment.
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150 East 72 Streest
New York, K.Y,

February 9, 1940

Dear Aydelotte:

Thank you for yours of February 2nd, I saw
Crowe in Baltimore and spent a week in Atlantic
City. There doesn't seem to e, anything to De
done about my throat except to 'shut up’} and when
I do have to talk as I am doing now, doing it in
a low tone. Thank you for your good wishes. How
much therageutic value they have I will let you
know later!

I am glad the liorary is beginning. I have a
feeling that it may work in one of two ways: either
to bind the Institute more closely to Princeton,
or to pull it away. The future of the Institute
really depends on ever closer colperation with
able men in Princeton, and that of course will
be equally important # Princeton itself. Books
have short lives. An institution like Princeton
has to have a big library. The Institute library
will have to duplicate some things which the men
will be apt to need at any time. 3But in the main
I hope the library will be an addition to what
Princeton possesses, so that the Princeton men will
get in the way of coming to our library, just as our
men will keep up going to their/s.

I can't go to Florida now, for I am going over
the final typing of my book, of which you have
promised to read the proof. I hope it will not be
too much of a chore.

With every affectionate good wish for you
and Marie, I am

Always sincerely yours,

o o

=
Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study

Princeton, N.J.
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17 January 1940

Deer Dr. Flexner:

Under separate cover I am sending you
a better photcgraph for your bock than the one which
you showed me on Sunday. It is a shiny print, which ls
best for reprcduction. I shall ssee you in Princeton be-
fore you see this, but I thought it would be most con=-
venient for ycu to heve this at your house. Please ocall
your printer's attention tc the point of giving oredit
to Bachrach.

With kindest regerds, I am

Yours sincereoly,

Dr. Abrshaum Flexner
150 EBast 72nd ©Otreet .
New York, New York

T TR R R Y R N
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January 10, 1940

Dr. Abraham Flexner
150 E. 72nd Street
New York City

Daeyr Dr. Flexner:

Meny thanks for your kind telegrem about
your converseticn with Mr. Bamberger con-
cerning Olden ksnor. 1 appreciaste very much
your intervention in this matter, which would
heve been awkward for me to arrange.

I shall telephone you sometime on Mondsy,
Januery 15th. I have an appointment with Joe
Willits that dey and hope very much to get
something settled. My engagement is for 4:30
50 you mey expect & message from ms sometime
in the afternoon or early in the evening.

Everything goes well here and we are having a
wonderful vacation, but the life of s golfer

is & herd one. Just @as I thought I had the game
in my pocket and hed made thirty-nine for the
first nine holes yesterdey, I mede some kind of
awkward drive on the tenth tee which actually
Jjerked my right elbow cut of place. A local os-
teopath snapped it back 2nd he says I shall soon
be as good as ever, but I feel very sad at miss-
ing so beautiful & chence to break eighty.

With effectionate regards, I am,

Yours sincerely
Frank Avydelotte

FA/db
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Januery 10, 1940

Mrs. Abraheam Flexner
Johns Hopkins Hospitel
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Anne:

We were somewhat alarmed to see the letterhead
of your letter of Janmuary 8. I do hope that
these wonderful doctors in Johns Hopkins will
not find anything really the matter with you, and
that you will be poing strong by the time we re-
turn,

I feel tempted to discharge the entire housekesp-
ing force of the Institute., Almost the last thing

I did was carefully to place the bust in the loca-
tion specified on your dlagram, where it lookeasd
extremely well, Some busybody must have put it back
in the original place. As soon &z I reach Princeton
Januery 18th, I will restore it toc the locstion ym
specified, and shall then be glad to ses you and

the sculptor at any time you find it possible to
come down. I suggest January 25th or 26th.

Our holiday here has been & life scever., The westher
has besen cool, but clear and perfect for golf. The
only tragedy concerns & certain failure to bresk
eighty, ebout which I heve written Dr. Flexnser in
deteil.

%ooking forward with great pleasure to seeing you soon,
am,

Yours sincerely

Fraenk Avdelotte

FA/db
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January 8, 1940

Dr. Abraham Flexner
150 35, 22nd Street
New York City

Dear Dr, Flexner:

I was delishted to get your letters of Decerber 3jlst
and January 4%th, and I cannot tell you how pleased

I was to have a sight of lr, Houghton's letter to
you, which I return herewith. I went down to Miami
Saturisy for a long talk with ir, H ton, lasting
from five in the afterncon until nearly aleven at
nirht, I =m glad to tell you that he 1s making a
splendid recovery and there is every reason to ex-
pect that in = month or two his sight will be detter
then it has been for some years., He feels tremend-
ously sncouraged, £s he naturally would, talks about
resuning golf, and is willing to continue ps Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees as long as his heslth
is good, I know that both you and M. Bamborger will
be delighted with this news.

I en glso gled to confirm the news which you had from
Irs. Balley that Henry Turner and Charles Jenkins

ed the moeting of the Swarthmore Board for which
I thought I had to return, giving us another week here,
We return on the 1ith, I soe Joe Willits on the 15th,
end I shall be busy that week preparing things for the
Board meeting January 22nd.

Congratulations on the conclusion of your autobiogrephy.
I think it is wonderful that you were able to get the
manuseript reedy at the time promised, and I loock fore
ward with the kerenest pleasure to the privilege of
reading it in proof.

I have thought a great desl about the title and talked
it over with Marie at length, and we are sgreed that
your own instinet is right end thet you should call it
"I Hemember, I Rember®, That sounds fresh and inter-
esting and will attract readers who would be n little
repelled by Schuster's suggestion. I sm sure that -
one whe begins the volume will never lay it down

he hes finished it, and you don't want a title which
will frighten eway the :ind of lay men who would feel
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Page 2
Dr, Flexner

instinctively that they could not understand
"The Frontiers of Learning."

Thank you very much for peving the way so dbeautie

fully for me with Kappel. I deeply appreciate his
generosity in the past and we shall need his help

in the yesrs to come.

I have just finished reading the proofs of ny final
report %o the Board of Managers of Swerthrore. I
shall have it ready to ssnd to you in two or three
weaks, 1 feel nany regrets at lesving Swarthnore,
but at the same tine 2 certsin peesce and satisfac-
tion which merges besutifully with the dreams I am
dresming for new activities at the Institute, Swarth-
more has besen good preparation, dbut I am delighted

to devote the rest of =y life to the possibilities
involved in cerrying on the work at Princeton. As

I am saying in my report to the Board Jenuary 22nd,
the more I reﬂect upon the problems of the Institute,
the greater is ny edmiretion for your achisvements

in planning end organizing it.

With affectionate regards in which liarie joins, I am,
Yours sincerely

Frank Aydelotte

FA/aD
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| Extract from Dr. Abraham Flexner's book on Universities
Oxford University Press 1930

(This volume is san expansion of three lectures on
versi glven at Oxford in May 1628 on
tion of the Khodes Trust.)

Pages 217-218.

Progress might be grestly assisted by the outright
ecrestion of s school or institute of higher learning, a univerasity
in the post-graduate sense of the word, It should be a free soclety
of scholars~ free, because mature persons, animated by intellectusl
purposes, must be left to pursue their own ends in their own way,
Administretion should be slight and inexpensive., Scholars and
scientists should participate in its govermment; the president
should come down from his pedestal, The temm "organisation® should
be bamned, The institution should be open to persons, competent
and oultivated, who do not need and would abhor spoon-feeding -
be they college gradustes or not, It should furmmish simple
surroundings - books, laborstories, and above all, tranguillity -
abssnce of distrection either by worldly concerns or by parental
responsibility for an immaturs student body. Provision should be
made for the mmenities of life in the institution and in the private
1life of the staff. It need not be complete or symmetricsl: if a
chair could not de admiresbly filled, it should be left vacant, There
exists in Americs no university in this sense - no institution,
no seat of learning devoted to higher tesching and resesrch,
Everywhere the pressure of undergraduste and vocationsl activities
hampers the serious objects for which universities exist, Thus
ascience and scholarship suffer; money is wasted; oven under-
graduate treining is less efficient than it might be, if left to
itselr.
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What could be expected, if a modern American univers ty
wero thus established? The ablest scholars and sclentists would
be attracted to its faculty; the most earnest students would be
attracted to its laboratories and seminars, It would be small,
as Oilman's Johns Hopkina was smell; but 1ts propulsive power would
be momentous out of all proportion to i1ts size., It would, 1llke a
lens, focus rays that now scatter. The Rockefeller Institute for
Bedical Research is limited iIn ascope; 1its hospital contains less
than fifty beds. But its uncompromising standarda of activity and
publication have glven it influence in 4America and Europe throughout
the entire fleld of medical educatlion and ressarch., A university
or a school of uigher learning at the level I have indicated would
do as much for other disciplines and might thus In time asaist the
general recrganization of secondary and higher educatlion,
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Athenseun
5§51 Scuth Hill Avenue
Fasadenn, Culifornia

Dsar Doctor Flexnmer:

Many thanks for your very interesting letler of Jaumuary 27, I am
very glad to get your report of Weed's opinion, and to kmow that it co-
incides with mine., I hope you now feel essier in your mind about the
whole mstter,

I loock forward to receiving the minutes of the last meeting of the
Board and to hearing fros you of any further developmente.

I sa having a wonderful tise here with the plece of Flissbethan
research which I set out to do, I glanced hastily over the sixteecnth
century ssterisl in the Huntington Library some years ago, but I had
5o idea that it was as rich in that pericd ss I now find it to bes
I am slso delightad to find that I am as such st howse with these things
as ever, and my work is & daily joy to me, I intend to keep it up
from nos on, getting some rellief from adainistrative details at Swarthmore
for that purpose, If I can possibly do it I want to get & mouth in the
Pablic Record Office in London this sumser on docusents which exist
novioree else,

¥ bave had s good desl of raln since we have been hore, but Earde
and I get out for nine holes of golf or for an hour's practice nearly
evary afternoon. The living arrangeseats in the Athenneum sre ideal
for s student, and the whole group comnected with the Library, Cal Tech,
end Mount Wilsom are showing us all the hospitality we fiand tise for,
Beyond all this I have filled my own cup of contentment to the bria
by resolutely refusing to make spesches snywhers, with the ome exception
of & talk sbout my 'Hlizabothan seamen' in the Librory on Founder's Day,

With kindest regards in which Marie Joins to Ann and yourself, I am

Yours very sincerely,

Dr. Abrahas Flexper
20 lissszu Btreet
Princeton, NHew Jersey
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The trustees and faculty of the Institute for Advanced Study take the
occasion of Dr, Flexner's retirement to record their sense of permanent
indebtedness to hime The character of the Institute has been determined
by his great faith in the role of the creative scholer in society. It is
this that led him, when he undertook to organize the Institute, to concen-
trate above all upon the search for individuals, to insist upon complete
freedom for those individuals in the pursuit of their scholarly objectives,
and to endeavor to give genuine human dignity to their persona lives.
These ideals, deeply held, account for the boldness of the Institute's
plan, the flexibility of its arrangements, and the severity of its stan-
dards, BHe built the Institute around ites scholars and did not try to fit
them into a pre-arranged institutional plan,

The embodiment of hisg ideals in the Institute constitutes the latest
phase of a career which spans the whole period from Gilman to the present
time, a period during which American education and scholarship achieved
its maturity, In that career his experience was long and varied, first,
as a successful teacher, then, as a brilliant investigator of educational
and scciel institutions, and subsequently, as a wise administrator of
philanthropic fundse All thie experience he placed at our dispcsal, What-
ever prestige the Institute enjoys or may enjoy in the future, whatever
service it may render to scholarship, will be based upon the foundations
established by Abraham Flemmer, More than most of his contemporaries he

is entitled to say, as he lays down his work:

Exeg! monumentum asre peremnius,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 2, 1939
Pregident Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
iy dear President Aydelotte:
I am sending you herewith the minutes
of the meeting of the Executive Committee of

the Institute for Advanced Study, held on

November 24, 1939.
Very truly yours,
i;/ '3 1
-abz,, ./', /g
Secretary
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF I
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
November 24, 1939

A meeting of the Exsoutive Committes of the Institute for Adwvanced
Study was held on Priday, November 24, 1939, in Fuld Hall, Princeton, New Jersey. 1'
Present: Mr. Aydelotte, Chairman |
h.w't
ir, Stesart
Hr, Sasss, sx officlo
Absent and emgused: ir, Houghton

Mr, Demberger
Mrs. Puld

The Chairman, lir, Aydelotte, presided, .

The Executive Committes considered a draft of resolutions comcerning

Dr, Plexner and voted to refer it to the Paculty with the suggestion that the |
draft be rovised by a Committes of the Faculty collaborating with the Chairwan :
of the Exscutive Committes and that the resolutions be sdopted after revision |
a8 joint resolutions of the Paculty and Trustees, The resolutions, as revised

and apyroved by the Faculty at a meeting held on November 24, are apyended to

these minutes.

) The mattor of Dre Flexner's salary, pension, and title having been I
left by the Trustees to the Exscutive Comudttee with power, it was voted that |
Dr, Flexner receive full salary for the remainder of the calendar year, 1939,
It was woted that the resolution passed on Jumuary 9, 1933, that upon his retire-
ment Dr, Flexner receive a pension of $§8,000,00 per year and that in the event
of his death there be paid to his wife, Asne Crawford Flemmer, should she
survive his, during the perdod of her widowhood, a pension of $5,000,00, be
amanded in respect to the amounts memtioned and that Dr, Flexmer's pension be
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fixed at §12,000,00 per year beginning Jamuary 1, 1940, and that his
wife, Anne Crawford Flemmer, in the svent that she survives her husbsnd
should receive s penaion of ome half the smount, that is, §5,000,00 per
year, during her widowhood,

It was voted that Dr, Flexmer should be given the title of
Director Emeritus, and it was suggested that the Trustees should at the
proper time make such altorations in the By-Laws as would make it possible
for him to be slected a Life Trustee,

IS was voted that the deed exscuted by the officers of the
Ingtitute for Advanced Study N'MLWGOM!MM“ N Bray
for a strip of land aljoining Professor Bray's residence be ratified,
approved, and confirmed, including the delivery of the deed.

The Director reported the ciroumstances under which he had
suthorised Mr, Riefler to go to Gustemala, but that Mr. Riefler for
personal reasons had been unable to take advantage of this opportunity,
The Executive Committee suthorised the Director to act in his diseretion
if similar circumstances should srise agsin.

The Director reported that he had received a request froam

‘ Professor Whitton of Princeton University for space in which to condugt
s study of short wave redio propaganda under a grant from the Bockefsller
Poundation, The Dirsctor reported that he had discussed this request
with President Dodde, who had indicated that it would be a great service
umm@vuhmmmmqmmum
this investigation., The Executive Committee thereupon authorised the
Director to place at Pfofassor Whitton's disposal such space as he needs
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in the house at 69 Alexander Btreet, it being understood that the Institute

will bear the expense of heating the house, This permission was granted |
for the present academic year with the proviso that it night de cancelled

on sixty days' notice in case the property should be sold,

The Committee discussed the question of &9 Alexander Street and
voted that the Director Emeritus or the Director of the Institute be
authorised to take up with the President of Princeton University the question
of the sale of this house to Princeton and offer the house to the University
whenaver there was suitable opportunity for sale at cost price om a four per cent

sortgage for the full amount, with no down payment,

The Committee discussed the question of alterations of
Olden Menor to make it suitable for a Director's House snd authorised the
Director and the Chalrmen of the Committee on Bulldings and Grounds to
obtain architectural plans and estimates from Mr, Larson,

There being no further business, on motion, the meeting
adjourned,
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND FACULTY

The Trustees and Faculty of the Institute for Advanced Study
take the oscasion of Dr, Flexner's retirement to record in this joint rese-
lution thelir sense of permanent indedtedness to hia, The character of the
Institute has boen determined by his faith in the rfle of the creative scholar
in society. It is this that led him, whem he undertook to organise the
Institute, to concentrate first and foremost upon the sesrch for individuals,
to insist upon complete frecdos for thoss individuals in the pursuit of their
scholarly objectives, sand to endesvor to surround their lives with s dignified
environsent, These ideals, deeply held, sccount for the boldness of the
Institute's plan, the flexibility of its arrengements, ani the severity of
its standards, He bDuilt the Institute around ite scholars end did not
try to fit them into a ;Fe-arranged institutional plan.

The esbodiment of his ideals in the Instituts constitutes
the latest phase of a caresr which spans the period, from Gilman to the ~
present time, during which American education and scholarshi; achieved '
maturity, In that career his experience was long and warled, first, as 1
a successful teacher, them, as a brillisnt investigator of educationsl and
social institutions, and pubsequently, as & wise administretor of philan-
throple funds, ALl this experience he placed at our disposal, Whatever |
prestige the Institute enjoys or may enjay in the future, whatever service
it may render %o scholarshipy, will be Based upon the foundetions cstablished

by Abruhs : Flemmer. [Lxegli Sooumentus asre oereaniug.
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RESQLUTIORS ADOPTED BY BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND FACULTY

The Trustees and Faculty of the Institute for Advanced Study
take the occasion of Dr, Flexner's retirement to record in this joint reso-
lution their sense of permanent indebtedness to him, The character of the
Institute has been determined by his faith in the r€le of the creative scholar
in socliety. It is this that leod him, whem he undertook to organisze the
Institute, to concentrate first and foremost upon the search for individuals,
to insist upon complete freedom for thoss individuals in the pursuit of their
scholarly objectives, snd to endeavor to surround their lives with s dignified
environsent, These ideals, deeply held, sccount for the boldness of the
Institute's plan, the flexibility of its arrangements, and the severity of
its standards, He duilt the Institute around ite scholars and did not
try to fit them into & pre-arranged institutionsl plan,

The esbodiment of his ideals in the Institute constitutes
the latest phase of a career which spans the period, from Gilman to the
present time, during which American education and scholarshi; achieved
maturity, In that career his experience was long and warled, first, as
s successful teacher, them, as a brilliant investigator of educationsl snd
social institutions, and subsequently, as a wise adninistrator of philan-
thropic funds, All this experience he placed at our disposal, Fhatever
prestige the Institute enjoys or may enjay in the future, whatever service
it may rendsr to scholarship, will be ased upon the foundations established

by Abrabe : Flemmer. Ixegdl mopupentus gere perenniug.
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 27, 1939

Dear Frank:

I did not receive until yesterday sfternoon your letter of
December 18, enclosing the dreft of Copeland's article. I shall get hold
of him this week-end, Friday or Seturday, and do everything in my power
to meke an interesting story out of what he has written. Of course, it is
terribly difficult to explain to the ordinary person whet the Institute is.
I have had thet problem over and over with Mr. Bamberger snd Mrs. Fuld.
Whet are we doing? Whet is it leeding to? To get people to understend
that the highest type of work is precisely the work which does not start
out with a concrete objective is no easy job, though, of course, one must
not tske it too seriously.

I am delighted thet you end Mzarie and Bill ere hzving a
pleasant vacation, and I hope that you will stretch it just as far ss you
can. I rezlly do not see any reason why you should try to reach Princeton
&t the end of three weeks. Take another week or helf week, for the rest
of the ysar will be more or less hectic and you ought to store up as much
energy &s you can.

We hed & very quiet and plessent holidey. Jean came up to
New York, znd on Christmes day we hed & dinner for twelve refugees. It
wes about the biggest affair we have ever pulled off in New York. They
were &ll good sports end ell of them ere finding occupetion or prepering
themselves for useful work. One of them I kmew years sgo when he wes &

professor of medicine &t the University of Viennas. He hes now learned
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President Aydelotte December 27, 1939 2

English, pessed the Stete Board examinations, snd gotten & tesching post
of & minor kind in one of the New York medical schools., He ssid that he
felt as if he were beginning life over again =nd thet he and his wife and
daughter (21l of them were present) had no regrets, snd they =ll were
grateful that somewhere in the world there existed an island of sefety
such as America is.

I am touched by your references tc my reports, and as you well

* know there is no one whose good opinion I wvslue more highly.

In the course of writing the finel chapter of the reminiscences
I have come across all our correspondence about the Rhodes lectureship.

It is interesting reading, for me at least, and shows more clearly then I
hed recollected how much I owe you and how naturally that experience led
\'t.o the Institute.

I came down to Princeton yesterday morning because Mrs., Bailey
had had & severe attack of grippe, and though I had kept in touch with the
doctor I wented to reassure myself. She is again guite well znd spent an
hour and & helf at Fuld Hall yesterdsy. I &m sure she will be thoroughly
well by the time you return. kiss Eichelger is on the job, having returned
from her family Christmas gathering in Massachusetts, as is Miss VWise and
one or two others. The men ere mostly away this week because it is the
week in which the scientific societies meet in Washington, Ann Arbor, and
elsewhere. Hence it is guiet as & grave down here, and I am poeching to
the extent of getting Miss Eichelser to help me rid myself of some meil.

inne, Elesnor, end Jean ere sll well and 2ll join me in

effectionate greetings end every possible good wish for the New Year end
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President Aydelotte December 27, 1939

for meny yeers to come.

Awsys sincerely,

Q. »

7’

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Florids Club
Highland Perk

Leke Weles, Floride

AF/MCE

P.S. Mr. Msesss called me up & few days ago and after » most cordial
exchange of greetings told me several interesting fects: first, that the
total cost of Fuld Hell is £60,000 less then the estimetes; second, that
& fund is essured - I think he said $150,000 - for the purchase of books.
I werned him not to mention it to the professors, but to tell only you,
for if the professors know it the sum will be spent in short order end
you will need an additional sum, whereas you can meke inquiry as to the
question of duplication of the Princeton library and whet is needed here.

I e2lso see that the Rockefeller Foundation, departing from the
policy of recent years, has given $500,000 to the Hopkins for endowment,
provided they raise an equal sum. That I think iﬁ/most asuspicious fact

N for us.

A. FI



ber Lok hine, ack O Lod Jlovsih™Ad e a

ﬁ‘._‘,(’._?/, Ny l(n?nwtﬁy—ul/%,

Tl 4 i &mﬁ/&dwfw

‘ﬂ«ao&? P2 YN =y o S YR 'uu%bu;._

Y N R Y), Hikeny, macdlc7 § A

Fe éj"""".f 4—7/6""“6- 2003 A_-V;.:;_ %
ey Oy Cace, ent flily Iilineg
e Tt~ e, :sf;fcu(?;Ml it




Y e R AA;@)
&//\ 94(0 t-n."fl'_/.c—/‘- b7 (i,.\, a_u‘,{,/z; r;'\
. o e D ﬁmwww;ﬁ

o B one, teaod. s rmane /(. v

arnd HoC e dova fop he? I 5 a

,9.‘“,{" 7 .’I:/t...,&f—:,-ﬂ, I 4 747,“‘*4- ‘9‘?":
Contd 76 Tovro F) beeme dnr amd 344‘7“‘@%

) ) £ -
CRA 4 " 25-7 l,ﬁ face.! i f:,,-oA—M.. i 2&-41‘" ey L""l{ L’Z‘“{




Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955 . e
From thy hite and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA *‘ﬂ

Swarthmore, Pa.
27 November 1939
Dear Meritt:

The resclutions reached me this morning,
and I aw circuleting them immediately to the Executive
Committee of the Board of Trustees. I ocongratulate you
and the members of your Committee on the remarkeble im-
provement wkich you made in them. I have no correction
to -nsgtat,.oxoopt possibly the addition of two or three
words in the first sentence to make it read es follows:

"take the ocoasion of Dr. Flexner's retirement
to record in this Jjoint resclution their sense . ."

It seams to me worth while in that way
to emphasize the fact that this i3 a Joint resoluticn
of the Board and Paculty. I am sending a copy of this
letter to Veblen and Riefler im order to learn whether
they have any objsctica to the insertion of those words.

Yours slneoerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE.

Professor Benjamin D, Meritt
Institute for Advanced Study
Prineeton, New Jersey
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Swarthmore, Pa.

27 Noveaber 1939
To Members of the Executive Committeet

I referred the rough draft of the resclutions

eoncerning Dr, Flexner, which was consldered by the Execu-
tive Committes on November 24th, to the Faculty at its
meetiag on the same aftermoomn. The Faculty approved of
the idea of a jolint resclution and requested that the
draft might be referred to a committee consisting of
Professors Riefler, Veblean, Meritt, cnd myself, for re-
vision. I enclose the draft of the resolutions as recom-
mended by the Comuittee and referred beck to the Faculty
and Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees, Please
let me know whether you will be willing to adopt them
in their present form. They seem to me greatly improved
and aduirably suited to the occasion.

FRANK AYDELOTTE.
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November 25, 1939

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear qf. Aydelottes

I have just received your letter of
November 24th and I want promptly to thank you and yowr
fellow members of the executive committee for the gener-
osity which you have shown in the action taken in respect
to my remmeration and pension. I should be very happy
if on the occasion of the next meeting of the executive
comnittee or the next meeting of the board, you conveyed
to your fellow members this expression of my very deep
appreciation. I am flattered that the committee has given
me the title of Director Emeritus and placed at my disposal
a room in Fuld Hall. I am not quite clear as to the use
which I can make of it but if at any time the Institute
has need of the space, it is, of course, at your disposal.

I received yesterday your telegram regarding
your interview with Willits. We have had an unfortunate
series of breaks in our dealings with the Foundation on the
subject. I spoke to Fosdick as soon as Stewart and Warren
agreed to come and he told me that cooperation in this field
was something that would meke a strong appeal, he thought,
to the Foundation for subsequently he wrote Mr. Stewart a
letter of which Btewart gave me extract which I happen to
have in my pocket book and which I am inclosing. dJust at
the time, however, that these things were taking place, Day
went to Cornell and when Willits was appointed, Fosdick
agreed to do nothing in that field until Willit had swrveyed
the previous activities of the Foundation. Willits made a
tour of this country and subseguently of Europe in order to
have first hand knowledge--& very wise procedure. He
. returned from Furope during the summer to think things over)
I could not, therefore epproach him on the subject until we
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Dr. Aydelotte -2 - November 24, 1939

returned from Canada eerly in September. He asked me if

I had any objection to his discussing the subject with
Stewert end I encouraged him to s0. As Willets wes new
to the job, the question necessary*dragged. I had hoped
that favorable action might be taken in December so that
you would be relieved of &«ll care on the subject of money,
but I feel sure from what Fosdick and Willets have said
and the high opiniong they both entertain of our economic
group thaet they will cooperate and render the question of
finance an easy one for you.

My throat has improved & good deal since
I came here despite the fact that in the course of & week,
we have had only two sunny days. But I have gottem what
is as important as sunshine, namely rest. Zmne is feeling
extremely well and both of us join in affectionate greetings
and &1l good wishes to you and Marie.

Yours sincerely,

o~ e .
i
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Extract from Letter of R.5E.F. to W.WN.S5., dated July 18, 1938

Dear Walter:

I didn't have time in the elevator the other day to tell you how
genuinely glad I am that you are going to team up with Flexmer. It will
give you complete freedom for the kind of thing you want to do, and I can
imagine that under your leadership the Institute will make as significant a
contribution to creative thinking in economics as it has made in mathematics.
The thing for which I was trying to édpture you really did involve at least
some elements of adminisgrative responsibility, and it provided no opportunity
for personal participation in research. Flexner's position, however, meets
both these objections, and,as I say, I am genuinely delighted that what seems
to me like an ideal situation has opened up for you - delighted too that the
Institute is going to bhave the advantage of your wisdom and guidance. Your
position there will make your relations with the Foundation even more valuable,
and I am locking forward with imwense satisfaction to our teamwork together
iqtho social sciences and to what I hope will be a cluser tie between the

Institute and the Foundation,

L.
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Swarthmore, Pa.
22 November 1939

Dear Vebleng

I enclose a draft of the resolutions
written aa if they had by azreement been adopted both
by the Board and by the Faculty. I should be grateful
if you would revise them in every possible way thet
may oocur to you, and let me have the results of your
efforts Friday moraing before the Executive Committee
meets at noon.

Yours hastily,

Professor Yseel Veblen
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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Swarthmore, Pa.
22 November 1939

Deuar kir. Masuassi

I enclose a draft of the resolutions
concerning Or, Flexner, which T hope you and the othsr
menbers of the Executive Committee will revise in
every possible way at the meeting on Friday. Irf you
have sn opportunity to show them to Er, Leldesdorf
before we meot in Frinoceton, pleoase do 20.

It is my proposal that the resclutions
when edopted should be referred to the Faculty in
the hope that they will be willing tc adopt them also,
thus enabling us to send them to Dr. Flexner as a
joint resolution of the Board and Faculty. I have
worded Chem at the beginaning as if that had already
been agreed upon.

Larson is going to stop at Swarthmore
on his way bagk from Louisville tomorrow and drive
over with me Friday morning, and we shall be et Fuld
Hall shortly after ten. Edgar Bamberger and Stewart
can both come to the Executive Committee at twelve
so that we shall be able to transact the business
which now needs action.

Yours sineerely,

Herbert H, Meass, Bsq.
888 Park Avenue
New York, New York
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Swarthmore, Pa.
22 Noveumber 1939
Dear Meritt:

The task of drafting resclutions con-
cerning ¥r. Flexner was left by the Board of Trustees
to the Executive Committee, of which I em chairmem, and
I am hoping that the Committee will agree upon e suit-
able form at & meeting in Princeton Fridey noon.

It ocourred to me as I thought the
matter over that it would be very graceful if the
Faculty would agree upon the same resclutions sc that
they could be presented to Dr. Fiexner es a joiat recco-
lution adopted by the Board end Faculty. Does this
idea appeal to you? If it does, would you give me your
best opinion of the form which the resclution should teke?

I enclose & draft which I hope you will
feel free to mark up and revise in any way, and please
feel free alsoc to show it to anyone whose asslstance
would be useful. I have sent il boih to Stewart and
Veblen, and If you could let me have your suggestions
&t the Inctitute Friday morning (I shall be ia xy offico
by 10300 or 10:30), I could heve a falr copy made before
the Executive Committes of the Trustees mesets ¢t the
Nassau Clud nt one,

‘ If you and others agree with my suggestion,
my idea would bs then that the Faculiy should edopt reso-
lutions (mcdified in any way they may wish) at the meeting
which we are holdinz that afternoon.

Locking forward to seeing you, I am
Yours aiacerely,
Dr. Benjamin D. Merftt

Institute for «dvenced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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22 November 1939

Dear Stewart:

I onclose a draft of the resolutions regarding .
Dr. Flexner. Ploase rovise and improve 1t in every way that !
you can, I could not get the thing out, aven im#this tenta- '
tive shape, in time to send it tc you at Washington, and I am |
sending a ocopy to you at Gladstons, New Jarsey, and one %o
your office at the Institute, hoping that you will receive
one or the other in plenty of time before the meeting of the
Executive Committee at the Nesseu Club at one o'alock on
Friday. : |

I shall drive over sarly Friday morning, and
be in my office shortly after ten.

It oocurred to me that you will be the best
parson to propose et the Faculty meeting Friday aftermoon
that the Faculty should essocicte itself with the resclutions
adopted by the Executive Committes on behalf of the Board so
that they could go to Dr. Flexmer as representing the Board
and Faculty.

Yours sincerely,

Walter W, Stewart, Zsq.
Gladstone

. New Jersey



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

WiLLiamseure INN
WiLLiamssure
VirGiNia

4

A E Gt 16 R fr bl )

I:‘)—-w).c..—.f‘f— \\.-‘/‘7"(« JY_A_,—..-.,, \._4—‘\; S el S %L'—

Lava )L,... L*M*:L; - f?""— rZ M\fwﬁ _,_:}

Slatl ST naad *‘_,#‘*‘ ranns " évnﬂft-/-.—-—.g,
Sty el 1AL 0
W

Lm e ?—S’”‘—’ MJMW%M%"
J.«..J.:_..;.JZ.._. C-.DU"-.-I_‘..

Wos | ls WD) MWJ‘;"‘{‘-"-&«A
f5h Tvat ot ) i L
;";"/““"’;"-‘--\ L@&H@),&(’,lm




Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

— —— S - —pr) 5 o ot A -,
. y 3o
Lo Samdd P L PN i) £
- __,.., e 5 _k/"__‘!h o~ e
e 7 A . 7 - P = A > ALK
4 - —— )
s ~ = & - e — 4
=l - - - — :A_( . — ——
|
= . o —— A_.—J = _ ey, ey
. & ' o At o SR - _J...—-_..-/__
A - [ 1
- c—{{ e A - IR e daa. Nl A
=~ - .
el e 1 all B = S— o —t
w7 A
' o




Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

4

16 November 1939

Dear Dr. Fiexner:

Many thanks for your kind letter and your
telephone message of lest night. I am still in bed, and I am
profiting by the first lesson of the Institute to stay there
for the moment until my ccld is out of the way and I am all
right again, ell of which I expect will happem tomorrow or
the next day.

I am most grsteful for the kind messeges which
you pess on from Dodds and from Woodwsrd, but most of all I
an grateful for your advice eand affectionste good wishes., I
shall want to keep in touch with you at every step, and it
will be the greatest reward that I could possibly have for my
work &t the Institute if you are able to say a few years hence
that ycu approve of the contribution I have made.

Marie aske me to thamk you for your letter
and for the ticcets. It was a deep satiafection to us both
to have you and Anne here on Saturday.

With affectionate regards, in whioh Marle
Joins, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

- .

i m o . .
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 14, 1939

Dear Marie:

Anne and I are now packing up with a view to lesving
for the South Thursday noon.

I am leaving with Mrs. Bailey a set of two tickets for
the so-called Princeton University Concerts, the series beginning
December 8. As soon as you reach Princeton, Mrs. Bailey will
see that you receive them.

I was sorry that I had to leave so soon last Saturday,
but my voice, though better, has not yet reached the stage when
I can talk in a large gathering. It was a beautiful occasion.
Lothian's speech was admirable, and Frank carried off his part

\ of the program with his accustomed dignity and eass.

With =211 good wishes to you both,

Ever sincerely,
rL:;’ T A,
Mrs. Frank Aydelotte B
Swarthmore College /
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Chairman (roUNTED §Y LOULS BAMBERGER AND MRES. FELILX FULD, 1930) TNUSTEES
s NEW JERSEY :
PRINCETON, EGAE . BAMNNCER
me.m
Director: assaAsaM miExses ABBAMAM FLIXNER
WALTIR W. STEWAKY JULIUS TEIDENWALD
Treaaurer L JUIDE B EARDDN
SAMUEL . LEIDSSI0NF ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
EAMUIL D. LEIESDORY
Assistens Treasurer FIERRERT . MAASS
A A. SCHUR WINFIELD W. RIEFLER
Sa WALTER W. STEWASRT

FERCY S, STRAUS

ESTHER 5. BAILEY

NEWALD VERLEN

Asistant Secretaries LEWIS 3. WEED

MANIE C. TICHELSER

LEAIL ELAREDS November 15, 1939 LIV TRUSTEES

AES. FELIX FULD

Dear Aydelotte:

I received yesterday a letter from Woodward of All Souls, a copy
of which I am sending to you herewith. It showed fine feeling that he waited
until he could get back to All Souls to write me, for he knows how deeply I am
attached to that vemerable institution, but what pleased me most was the concluding
sentence, and that I am communicating in a letter to Mr. Bamberger this morning.

Tomorrow Anne and 1 go South to stay until my throat is thoroughly
healed. Then I shall come back and stop in Princeton to see whether there is
anything that I can do for you. Meanwhile, if there is anything I can do for
you while I am at Williamsburg or elsewhere - Mrs. Bailey will always have my
address - do not hesitate to ask me. There will be little things coming up,
all of which have a history but which your sound sense will solve as soon as you
are acquainted with the facts. Mrs. Bailey and Miss Eichelser know the facts
and the people, but if you wish my judgment at any time, do not hesitate to call
upon me, for it would be no trouble to write you, leaving you absolutely free to
come to your own decisions.

Monday I had a talk with Dodds, and I told him that, when you came

to Princeton and had time, you would see him. He said:

"™ou and I have worked together for seven years and
you have never done a thing or said a word to which any human
being could take any exception, and I believe and indeed I am
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President Aydelotte November 15, 1939 2

sure that Aydelotte and I will hit it off as well as you have
done."

He made one remark which I should perhaps pass on to you, though
I know in my heart that it has already occurred to you.

"pydelotte is stepping", he said, "from a college to
something more than a graduate school. Hence he will have different
problems to deal with and in a sense different kinds of people, but
I have such confidence in him that I feel sure that he will make the
adjustment at once.”

Surely if ever a man was welcomed by his colleagues and his friends,
you are he, and if ever a2 man started out with the blessings and good will of all
concerned, you again are he. And now give my love to you and Marie, and I
hope that you will have a long stretch of happy, successful, and productive work
ahead of you, for I said to Dodds that you had one great advantage over me - you
are in your own right a scholar and can be one of the humanistic group. I, alas,
have never been a scholar, for two years at the Johns Hopkins between 188/ and 1886
do not produce scholarship, though they do produce and did produce a reverence for
it which I am now leaving in safe keeping with you.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely your friend,

_5(."3‘/

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania

AF:ESB
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cory Oetober 22, 1939
ALL SQULS COLLEGE
OXFORD
My dear Flexmers

I must write to you from Oxford, I have had a day's leave here from
wy work. The work is most interesting - as far as work in a war can be interesting
but it is heavenly to get back here, even though I have been attending colleg: comsittess
all the timel

I'm just sending this short note to give you every possible good wish for
your time of retirement, Knowing you, I'm sure that this word retirement doesn't mean
retirement from work, but I hope it does mean that at long last you will be able to study
your own self, your health, the use of your time a little more than you have done for
these many, many, many years past.

It must be a very deep source of happiness both to you and to your wife
that you have been able to do so much solid, positive good in this world. In these
times, when we are fighting for something much more then (though it includes) our own
times, and fighting against evils which I had scarcely thought possible, it is for
people like myself a very great consolation to have in mind careers liks yours., It
glves one hope for the future.

I won't write more now. I have to lesve Oxford in a very short time,
but I wanted to write this letter from All Souls College.

And just one word more - how glad I am that Aydelotte is succeeding you.

Yours ever,

E. L. Woodward
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Lawrence Harr, KIRKLAND STREET

November 15, 1939

Dear Dr. Flexmer:

As during the last weeks I have been very much immersed
in my work, I did not hear before last Sunday, through Rufus
Jones, that you had suddenly become ill and had given over
the responsibilitjes of the leadership of the School for
fdvenced Studies to Dr. Aydelotte. Much though 1 admire your
wisdon in selecting the best poaﬂ,hlu%my e an
T™&re nevertheless concerned over this new ; and we sincerely
hope that your illness is not of too grave a character and
that even in a state of retirement you can indulge in your

customary interests and help us to carry on the burden of
education.

Here I agein must say, please don't answer this letter,
I hope that I ecan sooner or later hear from one of your many
friends how you are, but I could not abstain from expressing
to you and your wife our sincere sympathy and our hope that
you will recover very scon,

With our best greetings,

Yours sincerely,

@/75&%4&5;4{7

Robert Ulich

Dy, Abraham Flezmer
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Yersey
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA.
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

20 QOctober 1939

Dear Dr. Flexmer:

Meny thanks for your letter of October 17th.
Vablen telephoned me about the problem of the lights and the
peth, which latter I think rather important, and I therefore
requested him to consult you and Larson and Maass before reach-
ing a decision. I don't mind in the least having such questions
brought to my attention. I am glad to save you in any way that
I can in regard to such matters, more particularly as Veblen
promigsed to attend to the details.

I have had too many things to do here to try
to get over to Princeton this week, but if it is convenient
for you, I shall try to come down from New York on Thursday,
the 26th. If you can arrange for me to have a room at the
Inn, I shall stay over night and come to Swarthmore on the
27th. I hope to have a chance for a2 good talk with you amd
time also to learn from Mrs. Bailey and Miss Eichelser how
things are going.

I am perfectly delighted with the messages I
have had from Vodds, Gauss, and a number of members of the
Princeton Faculty, =and Board of Trustees.

With much love to Anne and yourself, in which
Magrie joins, I am

Yours affectionately,

sy Gpteloe

Dr. Abraham flexner
Institute for #dvanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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Octobar 17, 1939

Dear Aydelottes

I have been overwhelmed with letters ~nd telephone calla, the
former of which I shall show you when you sre hore. Evorybody concurs with
Dodds th t no better selection could have been m:de. Zou and Mairie camnot
imaine how hapyy I ea thah such is the universel verdict.

Except for lebtters of congratulation ! regreb, the mail is
lizht; ~nd I am digposing of it so thet yjou may not be bothared Ly it when
you come hera. A fow little quecstlons about the building heve arisem. If
they are trivial I tnlis care of them; il anything of momemt is involved
I shall, of course, lo .ve it to you.

I hal yostorday a long talk with Veblem - lrousht about quite
incidentally - about the dinners and about his advice to Earle not to lunch
with me. He had not a word to say in sclf-defemce. He sali thinugs, however,
fot ome of which is trus. I do mot believe that be is wilfully dishonest,
but he is a quuer duck with wh.t Stewart calls "a twisted ind," and I am
data‘rmin;d that you shall not be embarrassed by him ag I have been enba-.faaaad

‘during the l:st six months. The way in which every member of the {aculty
spoke to Mr. Hou hton an! the letters and messages I am receiving {rom them
show conclusively, as you will sce, that Veblen is absolutely self-ieceived.

&
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President Aydelotte October 17, 1939

He had, I suspect, not a wotive but an ambition, which, fortun:tely, the
Trustees have disap ointed.

Give my love to larie und believe me,

Bver [fection:tely,

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthnore College
Swartimore, Pennsylveania

AF/CE

: P. S. I am sorry to fina that Veblen his t.lked te you over the telephone
tbout saeveral trivial things, all of shich could wilt, ~md th't he has
written Laison sbout theme Veblem wus tola yeuteriay not to bother you
with triviedilies, .Jur in the case of realiy bLrivil things I woul:! attend
to them, 15 you 1. requested, nl il thay were not trivial we would simply
hold them up until you comee I seens incroiible Whot he should hive mise
unlerstocd anyohing so plain - but thee you huive it.

i’l.c I .



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

- - & _:'"ﬂ*. -

. B

Octaober 19, 1939

Dear Mranks

I have had & lot of letters and no end of telephome
oalls, I do net went %o worry you with them Thay flatter me
far beyond anything that I deserve, I am, however, anxious
that you should kmow how widely the choice of the Trustees in
making you my successor has beem approvedy hence the wnclesures,

Bverything is mmning smoothly and eutomitically. Let
ae know &t any time Aif there is anything that you would like me
to do or not to do.

With love o you and Marie,

Ever sffectionately,

”RAH..qn & F—.xm

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthaore, Pemnsylvania
AF /MCE



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-195
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

1] L.GORGRABULASIRAS {7

| 4y DESGERD ORION

PAU57 35 DL=PRINCETON NJ OCT 16 954A
DR AND MRS FRANK AYDELOTTE=
SWARTHMORE PENN=

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES | AM EXTREMELY
HAPPY QUOTE MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU AND GUIDE YOU AND MAY
HE LET THE LIGHT OF HIS COUNTENANCE SHINE UPON YOU AND
GIVE YOU SUCCESS UNQUOTE=
‘ABRAHAM FLEXNER, .
1145A
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WESTERN " ==
" UNION o=

nf L i X T M
T 528 Mabion Avemue N Vorby Lo T oy 01 10 AL 10 TP
fNW79 40 DL=SWARTHMORE PENN 10 920A B v
DR AND MRS ABRAHAM FLEXNER= P

150 EAST 72 ST=

DEEPLY APPRECIATE YOUR WARM HEARTED TELEGRAM DEL IGHTED
WITH REPORT OF DR FLEXNERS RELEASE LOOK FORWARD WiTH
HUMILITY AND ENTHUSIASM TO TASK OF CARRYING OUT HIS ’
GREAT DREAM ON FOUNDATIONS HE HAS LAID MARIE JOINS IN
MUCH LOVE TO YOU BOTH=.
FRANK=%

.

THE COMPANY WILL AFPRECIATE snumw ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS EERVICE

- Ed
- i
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‘&= WESTERN [

NIBHT
MESSAGE

NIGHT

NIGHT

LETTER

m.-if%ir l ] N I O N TIEE- ThER 75
dasired; otherwise message will be - 1-“

trazemitted ea a full-rate '\ : r

MEWCOME CARLTOMN. PRESIDENT 4. C. WILLEVER. FiasT VICE-FRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject o the lerms on back hereaf, which are hereby agreed to

Magnetawan, Canada §
Aug. 25, 1939 .
F A _3‘

STEWART ARRIVES HOME TOMORROW TELEPHONE PEAPACK L9 g

——— !
M |} 1
HAVE CANVASSED ENTIRE MATTER WITH HIM SUGGEST YOU ARRANGE TO :
CONFER WITH HIM IN NEAR FUTURE AFFECTIONATE GREETINGS AND i
DEEP APPRECTATION F

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE.
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25 August 1939

Dear Btewart:

I have jJust raceived nie enelosed telogrem from
Dr. Flexner, and should be delighted to see you whenever and .
wherever you f nd it convenient. .I could meet you in P*incetoﬁ?
or should be happy to have you come over Lo Swerthmore for

lunch any dey that you suggest.

-

With kindest rsgards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Walter W. Stewsrt
Gladstone
New Jersey
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.yoloo sd7 Tot basf sidadius Joelee oF bas selb: te [solmdoed

foldw & brageT e3anoldosTls dlIW
ms I ,ealol el1aM doldw ot . abizy s st 199

Saie il ’1.xn’r~thueonla ETUoY
I have Just arrived and found your kind letter, and

a few minutes later received your telegram ooncerning Stewart,
ceaxe. T masdstdd .1d

/ I shall get in touch with him at once. pevwaJennsM
/ ' allsY a'dArwd 81V
/ Our experiences in Mexico were really=we¥yy, hberteting,

/ ‘ispaaislly the'mputhy and understanding of the govermment
';)rrloors with whom we conferred. All this is very surprising in
view of the things cne pears said about them.

Wa prasentod. a memorandum of the conditions under which
we were preparad to finance & small experimental colomy of German
refugees. We propose to begin with 200 families and to support
them to the extent of $200,000 the first year, plus the expemses
of taeir trip from Germany. (Incidentally the Jewish w-
tions are prepared to put more money into the plem, but we did
not want to give a:ﬁ'r Mexican officlals that money was being thrown
around loosely.) After an extended series of. interviews with the
?ra:..i.dent and various ;ncnhera of his cabinet, we received a favore
able reply in the name of the President and signed by the Secretaries
cf Agriculture and Governacion. The lattsr, ingidentally, happened
to be an old friend of mine., He was Presidant of the University
in 1932 when I made an address in Spanish on Elizabethan litera-
ture, which the Umiversity of Mexico afterwards priuted. Knowing
your interest in the whole plan I enclose a copy of the letter,
which is really our Magna Oarte. We shall probably sead Arthur
Morgan and Dr. Rose down immediately to maks the necessary

X 1 ""F’,’,""‘:‘:‘g’ﬂ.ﬂ‘;ﬂfﬂ- v \!5.,‘.-‘
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teohniosl studies and to selsct suitable land for the colony.
. With affectionats rogards, in which Marie joins, I am

Tours sineersly,

a - i

. » % » - C .
b.‘:;.- I'J' oo T £ ¥ L & i ~ %

|
[l

oJTEWCIC gt 0:i05 M
Dr. Abreham Flexner -
Magnetswan . 1 OfI0 rud L ; . :
Via Burk's Falls

 ui0atario, Caviada. : 7 LS X : of 1

Jocomt-vou el o anlbasJevebnu oa-r il ol \ ! €
r—- d‘:i- -t - I i {3 | (}-1. - i
—~. 380l 3 d 1 f
asinw 'Is 5 obiil 16733
heret Iv ynofcy ladnsciiTed i |
ITOGL S eolltmeT 005 d2i 1
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25 July 1939

Dear Dr, Flexner:

Many thanks for your letter. I should love
to do a book such as Simon and Schuster suggest on "How to
Get an mducation in College". It is something that is very
much needed, but when I think soberly about undertaking any
new roaponalbillty I realize that I gavo my time mortgaged
pretty far into the future.

I have these Sachs lectures which are going

to be a big Job and I have to put the lectures on the Rhodes
Seholarships which I gave at Toronto into shape for the
printer. , These two jobs will taeke all the time I can spare
from er things for the next year or so, I am keenli
interested in both books and only wish I had more free time
to . concentrate on them,

: The weather down here seems to have matched
yours, Ever since our return it has been almost too chilly,
but that defect promises to be overcome with great repidity
since it is now warming up with a vengeance.

I am putting things in order here to get away
to Mexico next week, No one knows better than I do how many
slips are possible in delicate negotiations of this kind,
but I am, nevertheless, hopeful that something may come of
the misaion. The idea occurred to President Cardenas first

.of all. The colonizing of vacant lands is a very popular idea
at the moment in Mexico, and certainly these refugees selected
by the American Friends Service and backed the J.D.C, would
be a far more valuable and efficient group the Mexicans
are likely to get from any other source, In my opinion the
Spanish refugees and the repatriated Mexicans from the United
States would, as a class, be far inferior, Just because the
project prumises to be of value to Mexico itself I have hopes

 that it will go through,

With affectionate regards in which Marie joins
to you and all the family, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr, Abraham Flexner,
Magnetawan,

via Burk's Falls,
Ontario, Canada.
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12 July 1938

Dear Anne:

The water of Lake Almic 1s not yet dried
out of our bathin_ sults as I sit down to thank you for a
most deli htful visii. rdinarily a wet baching sultl
does not meke an especlally congenlel travellin; companlon,
but the waters of your lake sesm Lo preserve some of thelr
silky charm, even 1ln a damrp bething sult, or at ary rate
in our memories.

We had a coufortable rip home, went Lo
a movie in Toronto, airived lu .ood time tuils worning, spent
\a vusy day, end at five we sallled oul = all tlrce of us -
'to golf. arie sidmusred ana slione, I lwd one of tlo Last
rounds of tiie year, and even D11l sscued luproved, oIl of
witich I atlrivute to tiie jpeace snd cuarn ol your Canadian
woods,

I come back to find various new prolLlems
on my desk Including a Joint request from the American
Friends Service and the J.U.C, that I should go to Nexico
next wevk to settlie witi .res.dent Cardenas certaln cetails
of the proposed colounizatlion uscheme for German reiugses,

I may have to ;0 uvut I sliall nol wecide for & few days.
"mder separate cover liaric and [ are sendlng tiw T'lexner
feamily a vivicC .uaker Cook avoubl .ussiue we enjoyed it
‘partly because we lmew tie people, Lul I tlink il wIll _ive
you an unus ully clear lwires:lca ol the uman slde of
Russian liie. 1 particularly want EZleanor to reald 1t.

«itb mach love irvom us both to all of you,
I am

Yours very sincerecly,

¥rs, Abraham Flexner,
etawan

via Burk's Fells,

Ontario, Canada
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From the Shel

3 Jaly 1939

Desr Mrs, Bailey:

Many thanks for your note, T am so
to say that we have finally decided to give up driving
to Cansda after all, I found that Mrs. Aydelotte was
a 1little tired and inclined to dread the long motor
trip, so we are goin, Ly Uraln tonight. I think on
the whole we are wisc to do co since we have to be back
at a definite time, and I sliould prefer to drive up
there when we were froec to take it in as leisurely a
manner as possible,

Yours sincerely,

¥rs, Fsther S, Balley,
20 Nasseu otreet,
Princeton, New Jersey
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3 July 1939

Dear Mr, Measnss:

In sccordance with our teleplhone conversa-
tion, Mrs, Aydelotte end I are ;olng off to Csnads today
to spend e week with the Flexners at their camp, retuming
to Swarthmore on Wednesday, July 12th,

Yours sincersly,

(S) FRAMK AYDELOTT

H. H. Maass, Tog.,

20 Exchange Place,
New Yor): City

Copy to S, D, Leidesdorf, Esq.
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20 NASSAU STREET
PRINCETON, NEW ]ERSEY

July 1, 1939
Dear President Avdelotte:
I found the roads in Canada
very good, and it is possible to drive 30 miles
per nour in towns so that vou can make excellent
time. In my driving I have kept to wain roads,
although not elwavs on the nighways.
Witn all good wishes for a
splendid trip, I am
Sincerely yours,

E%A/?JZ

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
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20 NASSAU STREET - ——
PRINCETON, NEW ]JERSEY

June 27, 1939
Dear President Aydelotte:

Dr, Flexner asked me to write to you
regarding the motor milesge to Magnetawan.
According to my speedometer it was approximately
720 miles from Magnetewan to Princeton via Toronto.
I should say that you could reach ldagnetawan easily
in the afternoon of the third or in the morning
if you drove at a high speed. It may be a more
direct  route to go to Clayton, New York, and cross
the new International Bridge and go to Magnetawan
via Kingston and OUshawa, although unfortunately I
have not the mileage for that route., In Canada

ctggnmlﬁ:a}nso ti;ogo cﬁ‘:’:lggkemex%neil.mt
time, ‘
Sincerely yours,

President h;nﬁeg Aidelotto _{‘....: J A‘-‘ ;
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29 June 139§

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I hear from Wrs. Balley that the daistanoce
to Lake Ahmiekx 1Is Just over 700 miles. If the roads are
good (I have Ju-t written to «rs. dailey to inquire about
them), I am sure we could cover this distarce in two days
with the gre.test euse sinee Marie and I change off every
hour ard thus never geb tired as a sinzle driver would.
Under the circumstances we have decided bthat it ~ould be
good fun to drive up, starting cn the morning of the 4th
and arriving by dinner time on the 5th. If anything should
huvoen to delay us enroute, we should of course send you
a telegram.

Looking forward wilh great plsasure to the
peace and quiet and good company of your camp, I am

fours sincerely,

Dr. abhrgham flexner
150 Bast 7.nd Street
New York City
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29 June 1999
Dear Mys. Bailey:

Many thanks for your letter. You do uot allude
to the state of the roads, but I supsose Lhat they are good
sr you would have sald sonct ing to the contrary. ITr they
are at all as good as the roada irn the United Stutes I feel
certain that we could drive the 720 miles in Cwo qays and
should enjoy doing it.

iy wife auna I have the advantagje of a aingle
driver in that wve chunge off evey hour, and thus can keep
going all dey wit out getting tired.

Yours sincerely,

¥rs. Esth-r ~. Dailey
Inztitute for advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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10 May 1538

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Miss Abbett wr .te to Mrs. Bailey to say that I
would be at the meeting on May Zind, but I do not think
anyone answered your kind invitation to Marie also. This

ﬁ is Just a line to =ay thal you may expect us both. We
shall drive over early Mondayv moriing, reaching the Inn
in good time for the meeting at cleven o'clock.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. abraham Flexmer, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERCER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1930) IRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AVDRLOTTE
ornice EDGAR 5. BAMBECER |
b s = 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXIS Currt
Vice-Chairman ABBANLAM VIEXNTR
AT W SENTARY PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY JULIUS PROIDENwaLD
Vice-Chairmen CASLE ADDEESS: VANSTIIUTY PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOEXN k. HARDIN
ALANBON L HOUGHTON
SAMULL D, LEmeSDORy SAMURL D. LEmeshony
Trecturer K HEENENT M. MALSS
o TSP 'm:n-
Asrigtant Trecsurer WALTIE W. STEWART
ESTIER §. BALLEY FERCY §. STRAUS
Secretary OSWALD VERLEN
LEWIS 5L WEED
Director of the Institute LOUTS BANIMERGER

MES. FLLIX FULD

Dear President Aydelotte:

The annual and regular meetings of the
Institute will be held at the Princeton Inn, Prince-
ton, New Jersey, at 11:00 o'clock (daylight saving
time) on the morning of Monday, May 22,

Following the meetings the dedication of
Fuld Hell will take place at 12:15. We should be
very happy if you and your wife can be present. After
the brief ceremonies in which Mr. Maass, lr. Houghton,
President Dodds, and Miss lavinia Bamberger will partici-
pate we shall all adjourn to the Princeton Inn for
luncheon. Please let me know whether you and
Mrs., Aydelotte can attend.

Very sincerely yours,

(lyd . BB S

President Frank Aydelotte
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21 FelLruary 19%9
Dear Dr. Flexner:

Here are the notes I jpromised you. I have checked
up the facts and dates Iroi old engagement books and think
they are accurate. I nad great fun thinking bLack over this
series of events and putting thew a.l together. I co not kncw
how to express adequately the gratitude I feel to you for your
part in all the incidents whicn L have recorded.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. abrahaz Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Stucdy
Princetm, New Jersey
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QJ J: y lst Draft
{57 / 20 Fevruary 1959

lemorandum for Dr. Abraham F;exner:

In response to your suggestion I am very glad
to write out a few notes on the interesting way in which
our paths have crossed from time to time during the last
thirty-five years, anc I should like to express my own
lively appreciation of the very wonderful help which every
such crossing has given we in carrying out the bians which
I held nearest my heart.

I was an instructor in Indiana University when
the Rhodes Will was announced in 1802, and lmmeciately de-
cided that I would, if possible, qualify for one of the
Scholarships to be provided at the University of Oxford.
Information about the reguirements was ver)y harc¢ to obtain,
and it was not known in the kMlddle Vest when the Scholarships
would go into operation. Meanwhile I finished my year at
Inciana, went to Harvard in September 1902, took my Master's
degree in 1908, and in September 1904 Lecame an instructor
in Engli:? in the Loulsville Boys High School. There I
learnézithe first competition for the Rhodes Scholarships
would be held in 1804 and that all candidates would be re-
guired to take a qualif)ing examination in Latin, Greek,
and Mathematics, equivalent to Responsions. I had studied
Latin in High school but not in college, and had never done
any Greek. It was consequently impossible for me to apply
in 1904, and it was necessary if I ever was to have a Hhodes
ocholarship that I succeed in 1905 because of the age limit.
The candidates of that year had to be under twenty-five on
October 1st, and I was twenty-five on October 16th.

The probLlem of getting up sufficlent Latin and
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Greek was a real one. I had no money and was compelled to
continue my teaching. Ky program at the high school involved
five classes a day and the reading of 125 ths;:;:::'adaitlon
to coaching the football team. I needed the Lest possible
tutoring, but my salar; was only $1200 a year, so I was not
exactly in a position to pay rfor it.

Everyone in secondary education in that part of

the country knew of tne wonderful things which you accomplished
in your school, but I had the impression, which I imagine was

correct, that the fees which you charged were entirely out

of the reach of my pocketbook. Under the circumstances I
summoned up my courage, went to see you, explained tg::xnctly
the situation in which I found myself, and asked jyour advice
as to how to proceed. You were kind enough to interest your-
self in the problem, and you took the position that irf I

only understood clearly enough how to go avout it, one tutor

" T nudri (30) Low b go & wnck
would Le as good as snother, thatxall I foulu nee§£ueaie-bo uaaﬂﬂtr

winkd SR [tusw/laaye
mw:l—- Greek. Tohat I was

fortunately able to get for a nominsl sum from one ol my

colleagues who taught Greek in the Loulsville Hignh Sclool.

w 0 Haol
I sawn S0 9HL, Lhe merlits ol Lhe plnn of study
/w $ ad om
you uﬁ-uﬂ and J put it into oparation m with the
result that I passed the examinathﬁfsarely (though I imagine
" U e o

with not much margin) at the agpointed time, &= have used
. the same method successfully since that day in learning
German, French, and Spanish.
While I was working away at Latin and Greek,
I happened to be in Bloomington and an old friend of mine,
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the head of the French Lepartment, sent for me. He sald

that he understood I was preparing myself for this qunllt&réug
catipn examination for the Rhodes Scholarsnips and e wished
out of friendship for me to advise me to give it up. He

had had me in French at college, and he was convinced of

the fact that I did not h?ve enough linguistic aon!llity to

o we wt W ,
pass this examination and tt—momir—miy break my heart ftm «w a

s ::::“r;'thnnkad nim for his advice, but took yours instead.
I went off to Yxford In 1805, returned to

Indiana in 1808, went to M.I.T. in 1915, anc thence to
Swarthmore In 1921. During these years I followed your work,
but I saw you only once or taﬁ?e. The next time our paths
really crossed was in 1928. h;:Lad some correspondence
about an essay of yours, "Factors of Bechool Buccess," in
which I found many ldeas parall:l to what I was thinking
about myself &t that time. The essay was very creditaily
reviewed by one of the undergracduate edltors of our college
paper, The QEEEEEF' In Yecember 192& or January 1924 you
informed me that the Veneral Educatlon Board was considering
a proposal for a comprenensive stuc; of the teaching of
English in the United Btates and that you were willing to
recommend an appropriation for this purpose, provided I would
act as chalrman of the committee which was to concduct the
study. I repllied to :ou that I regretted very much to refuse
to do anything you asked, but that my hands were pretty full
at Swartnmore with problems comnnected with honors work which
we had Introduced two ,ears before, that I would like to tell
you what#:e were doing and ask your advice as to wnich task

(@
you reltz more important. lou suggested that I come and see
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you in Atlantic City February &, 19024. This I did. We had’
a long conversation aovout ouio lan for honors work at Swarth-
more and the progress that iyﬁmade in two years. You said
immediately that I should stick to what I was doing and forget
about the study of the teaching of Baglish. As I was about
Swerhwon Lollrge

to leave you asked me wnetheg‘lt had money enough to give the
honors plan a thoroughgoing trlal. I confessed that we'ald
not, that the plan had involved Eertaln additional expense,
and we were already beginning to feel the pinch. Your reply
was, "Why don't you ask us for money/" Needless Lo say I
asked you on the spot. You suggested that I prepare a memo-
randum with figures and proposal irjjetall. This I ¢id, and
the result was a I{ive-jear subsldy frou the Ceneral Education
Board of $20,000 for 1925-25, $40,000 for the next jear, and
$60,000 per year for the next three after that.

The arrangement was that if honors work was a
success, the Board of sanagers should undertake to add to
?:; endowment a sum sull'iclent Lo keep the 1lncome of the
College at the level to which it had been ralsed. This would
have required at the lnterest rates then prevalling, $1,200,000.
The General Educatlon Board had given no promise of any help
toward the ralsing of this endowment, anc the Board of Managers
of Swarthmore College looked upon this promise of theirs as a
very serious responsibllity which it might be difficult to
fulfill.

In 1929 we embarked on an endowment campalgn
for $2,000,000. I had wanted to make the sum larger, but
the Board were extremely doubtful of our aivility to ralse

that much. The QGeneral Education Board generously promised
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one third of the amount, $875,000, other foundations gave
‘SU-.-U.A(

st=fiey sums, and the result was that the §£,000,000 was
by duona, 1739

ralsed&witn surprising ease.

I knew that 1t would not be enough, and at the

e aulumn V)
first Board Meeting 1nzl929 I succeeded in persuading our
Board to embark that year on another campalgn for & similar
amount. This resolution was teken on October 1, 18298. About
the middle of the month the Stock Market Lroke anc things
became lnereasingly difflicult during the jear. HNevertheless
by the begloning of the long vacatlou in 1920 the whole
$2,000,000 was pledged. Tiue UGeneral Educatlion Doard had
doubled tLhelr appropriation, other foundations had cone the
same, and we found a surprising generosity on the part of
alumnil and friends of the College. The pledges froum the
foundations were, of course, conditlional upon our collecting
the pro rate amount from other donors. We began tnese col-
lections in the spring of 18¢0 and continued them through
the depression. We had & very swall mergin pledged over the
total amount needed, and financial conuitions over the
country at large grew steadily worse. MHevertheless Uy
cirnencanent Day 1985 we had collected the entire cmount,
ad

anqxlunod $4,000,000 in cash to our endowment fund. That
VIsit of mine to see you in Atlantic Clty; on Fevruary 3, 1924,
Bus ) < Swey Oh wen
wes, the most fortunate t‘.llix:u;4 that ever happened to the College.

During these jears our contacts were very frequent.
Eleanor was at Swarthmore, and you and Anne were often here
to see her and to stay with us, and we profited greatly by

mém -

your advice on . I w=s thus enkiket—bo

9
com® to know you so well that whnn‘il 18&7 Lord Lothian said
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to me that he thought It was time for an American to be
called to Oxford to glve the Rhoces Trust Memorial Lectures,
I replied instantly that jyou were the man we should approach.
You were fortunately attracted by the idea and gave your
famous lectures on.Universities.at Oxford in April anc May
1928. We had & semester off, had been in Egypt and Bpain, s
and returned by way of Oxford at just the right moment to
hear the last of your lectures. It has always been & matter
of the greatest delight to me that by %;e extraordinary co-
incident{the proofs of tLhese lectur::b which you had given

Wit

on my proposal,, ssnt Lo Mr. Balbergsrzresultad in your Lelng

called by him to organise the Institute for Advanced Study,

emt—my service on the Boarc of Trustees of the Institute lae leen .

E=smt one of tne most interestling experlences of my life.

FRANK AYDELOTTE.
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21 BEBRUARY, 1920

Memorandum for Dr. Abraham ¥lexner:

In response to your suggestion I am very glad to
write gut & few notes on the interesting way in which our paths
have crossed from time to time during the last thirty-five years,
and I should like to express my own lively apprecilation of the
very wonderful help which every such crossing has glven me in
carrying out the plans which lay nearest my heart.

I was an instructor in English in the Louilsville
Boys High School when the first competition for the Rhodes
Scholarships was held in 1904. I intended to compete, but at
the last moment I learned that all candidates would be required
to take a qualifying examination in Latin, Greek, and Mathematics,
equivalent to Responsions. T had studied Latin in high school
but not in college, and had never done any Greek. It was con-
sequently impossible for me to apply in 1904, and it was neces-
sary, 1f I ever was to have a Rhodes Scholarship, that I suc-
ceed in 1905 because of the age limit. The candidates of that
year had to be under twenty-five on October lst, and I was twenty-
five on October 16th. '

The problem of getting up sufficient Latin and Greek
was a real one. I had no money and was compelled to continue
my teaching. My program at the high school ilnvolved five classes
a day and the reading of 125 themes per week in aadition to
coaching the football team. I needed the best possible tutoring,
but my salary was only $1200 a year, so I was not exactly in a

position to pay for it.
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Everyone in secondary education in that part of the
country knew of the wonderful things whlch you accomplished in
your school, but the fees which you charged were entirely out
of the reach of my pocketbook. Under the circumstances I sum-
moned up my courage, went to see you, explained to you exactly
the situation in which I found myself, and asked your advice
as to how to proceed. You were kind enough to interest your-
self in the problem, and you took the position that if I only
understood clearly enough how to go about lt, one tutor would
be as good as another, that all I would need in a teacher would
be knowledge of Greek. That I was fortunately able to get for
a nominal sum from one of my colleagues who taught Greek in the
Louisville High School.

I saw in a flash the merits of the plan of study
you suggested, and put it into operation at once, with the re-
sult that I passed the examination safely (though I imagine
with not much margin) at the appointed time. Incidentally I
have used the same method successfully slnce that day in learn-
ing German, French, and Spanish.

While I was working away at Latin and OGreek, I happened
to be in Bloomington and an old friend of mine, the head of the
French Department, sent for me. He sald that he understood I i
was preparing myself for this qualifying examination for the
Rhodes Bcholarships and he wished out of frilendship for me to
advise me to give up the idea. He had had me in French at college,
and he was convinced of the fact that I did not possess enough
linguistic ability to pass this examination, and he urged me not
to break my heart in a vain attempt. I thanked him for his ad-

vice, but took yours instead.
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I went off to Yxford in 1905, returned to Indiana in
1908, went to M.I.T. in 19815, became Amerlcan Secretary to the
Rhodes Trustees in 1918, and came to Swarthmore in 1921. During
these years I followed your work, but I saw you only once or twlce.
The next time our paths really crossed was in 1923. We had had
some correspondence about an essay of yours, "Factors of School
Success," in which I found many ideas parallel to what I was think-
ing about myself at that time. The essay was very creditably re-
viewed by one of the undergraduate editors of our college paper,
the Phoenix. In Lecember 1923 or January 1924 you informed me
that the General Education Board was considering a proposal for
a comprehensive study of the teaching of English in the Unitec
States and that you were willing to recommend an appropriation
for this purpose, provided I would act as chairman of the committee
which was to conduct the stuay. I replied that my hands were
pretty full at Swarthmore with problems connected with honors
work, which we had introduced two years before, that I would
like to tell you what we were dolng and ask your advice as to
which task you felt to be more important. You suggested that I
come and see you in Atlantic CLtygﬁpbruary &, 1924. This I did.
We had a long conversation about our plans for honors work at
Swarthmore and the progress that we had made in two years. You
said immediately that I should stick to what I was dolng and for-
get about the study of the teaching of English. As I was about
to leave you asked me whether Swarthmore College had money enough
to give the honors plan a thoroughgoing trial. I confessed that
we did not, that the plan had involved certain additional expense,
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and we were already beginning to feel the pinch. IYour reply was,
"Why don't you ask us for money?" Necedless to say I asked you
on the spot. You suggested that I prepare a memorandum with
figures and proposals in detail. This I duly submltted, and the
result was a flve-year subsidy from the General Education Board
of $20,000 for 1925-26, $40,000 for the next year, and £60,000
per year for the three jyears after that.

The condition was made that if honors work was a suc-
cess, the Swarthmore Board of Managers should undertake to add
to our endowment fund a sum sufficient to keep the lncome of the
College at the level to which it had been ralsed., This would have
required, at the interest rates then prevailing, $1,200,000. The
General Education Board had given no promise of help toward the
ralsing of this endowment, and the Board of Managers of Swarthmore
College looked upon this promise of thelrs as a very serious re-
sponsibility which it might be cifficult to fulfill.

In 1922 we embarked on an endowwment campaign for
$2,000,000. I had wanted to try for a larger sum, but the Board
were extremely doubtful of our ability to ralse that much. The
General Education Board generously promised one third of the
amount, $675,000, other foundations gave smuller sums, and the
result was that the §£,000,000 was raised by June, 1229, with
surprising ease.

I knew that it would not be enough, and at the first
Board Meeting in the autumn of 1929 I succeeded in persuading
our Board to embark that year on another campaign for & similar
amount. This resolution was taken on October 1, 1929. About the

middle of the month the Stock karket broke and things lLecame in-

creasingly difficult during the year. Nevertheless by the be-
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ginning of the long vacation in 1940 the whole $£,000,000 was
pledged. The General Education Board had doubled thelr appropria-
tion, other foundations had done the same, and we found a sur-
prising generosity on the part of alumni and friends of the College.
The pledges from the foundations were, of course, conditional upon
our collecting the pro rata amount from other donors. We began
these collections in the spring of 1980 and continued them through
the depression. We had & very small margin pledged over thne total
amount needed, and rinancial conditions over the country at large
grew steadily worse. Nevertheless by Commencement Lay, 19&5,

we had collected the entire amount, and had added $4,000,000 in
cash to our endowment fund. That visit of mine to see you in
Atlantic City on February &, 1924, was one oI the most fortunate

things that ever happened to Swartmore College.

III

During these years our contacts were very frequent,
Eleanor was at 8warthmore, and you and Anne were often nere to
see her and to stay with us, &and we profitec greatly oy your ad-
vice on many college problems. I thus came to know you so well
that when at the end of 1927, Lord Lothian asked me (0 suggest
an American to be called to Oxford to give the lthodes Trust
Memoriel Lectures, I replied instantly that you were the m&n
we should approach. You were fortunately attracted by the idea
and gave your famous lectures on "Universitles" at Oxford in
April and May 1928. We had a semester off, had been in Egypt
and Spain, and returned by way of Oxford at just the right mo-
ment to hear tne last of your lectures. It has always been &

matter of the greatest dellight to me that by an extraordinary
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coincident the proofs of these lectures, were sent to Mr. Bamberger
and resulted in your bLeing called by him to organize the Institute
for Advanced Study. My pleasure in these events was greatly in-
creased by your Lanvitation to ume to act from the beglnning as

one of the Trustees of the new venture, which has already made

so notable & contribution to the developuwent of nigher scholar-
ship in the United dtates. Meanwhile, your book on "Universities™
has exerted a more profound influence in the cocuntry than you

can have any idea. It came at a uoment when Lt was much needed,
and there 1s equal need today {or the revised edition which you

have in mind.

FRANK AYDELOTTE.
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19 Yovember 19%8

Dear Dr. Fiexuer:

Many lhanu¥s Ior your letter., @e ware terrill)y sorry
not to get over Lo tae coneert, tut life has Deen elmost TOO
full ior wme this fall. I rave “wen on my back for sowetiue
wit: & persistent attack of grippe, and rave rinally declded
to take ihe coctur's wivice ana 2o off for a little hollday
in tne Bouth 1ln orcer to get tre lust of te verms out of my
5)"‘!0‘. -

I auve seen Bettinz Yeyerliof once ané was dellchied
wilh the way s.e is teking hola of her work st Swarthmore.
I think sne Ls & very fine person, and I am delighted to have
her here.

Lo you know anything «houtl inis refuprezs vork which
Mattnew Woll i:c startiag? I had a telegram frou nim asking
me to join his, butl um delajying ) unsver until I have a chance
to talk o il in person. I have Lsen urging tic Amcrican
Friends Bervice Lo Lry to Co zsoweining for the refugees, and
had in mind myseld that I .hovld like to co anything I could
in cooperation vlth them. I wust sury vhat L think it the
greatest uumarnliarian cause of mocern tlmes, enc if some great
effort could be made in this countiry to teke care of those
Jews who are Ilited Lo begin life in ¢ new environwent, it
would Cewonsirate Lhat we do nave someihing that could be
called civilization.

Yours sineere l) ]

Dr. Abra:aaa Flesiner, Dircctor
Institute 1or &c¢vanced Study
Princeton, #ew Jersey



Records of the Office of the Director / Directors / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 3 / Flexner, Abraham 1938-1955
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

b=
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALAN S0 B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MYS, FELIX FULD, 1930)

Chairman
HERRERT ¥. MAASS
Vice-Chairmon

arrce
20 NASSAU STREET
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CAELE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE FRINCETON NEW JERSEY

WALTER W. STEWART
Vice-Chairman

SAMUEL 1. LEIDESHONE
Treasurer

IRA A, SCHUR
Assistant Trecsurer

November 18, 1938

ESTHER S, BAILEY
Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Dvirector of the Institute

Dear Aydelotte:

TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
FOOAR 5. BAMBEROER
ALEXTS CARNEL
ABRATIAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDEX WALD
JOEN B HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMURL 1), LEIDESDORY
HERBERT . MAASS
WINFIELD W. RIEFLER
FLORENCE k. SANIN
WALTER W. STEWART
FERCY S, STRAUS
OSWALD YERLEN
LEWTs H. WEED

LITE TRUSTEES
LOULS BAMBERGER
ARS. FELIX FULD

I am enclosing a letter which I have just had regarding

Dr. Salomon.

I presume you have had something to the same effect. —

i l®

Asks

This last week has been a hell on earth for everyone who

has a heart. I have been overrun with letters and applications.

I can tell you in confidence, though the news has not been

released, that Fermi, who recently won the Nobel Prize in Physiecs,
an
coming to/American university permanently.

is

We have an opportunity now to 1ift American scholarship

to a far higher level than we thought possible when the Institute was

founded.

If the money were available it could be done immediately.

I mean to talk to Mr. Bamberger on the subject when I next see him.

With all good wishes to you and your family,
Ever sincerely,

fi k.

S g e La

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF/MCE

Lo

R A

) A

Aogl Canre “’/—-Zr\._v;_r?_ﬂ'/o—r— ﬁ/{_\

A s tians
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20 NASSAU STREET
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 14, 1938

Dear Aydelotte:

I had meant to answer long since your kind letter of
November 1, but between a digestive upset and my birthday - not to
mention a new flood of refugees - my mail is sadly in arrears.

We were very sorry that you could not come over on the
10th. We had a beautiful concert.

I have a father's pride in everything you say about
Eleanor's book. I don't agree with her viewpoint entirely by any
means, for I think she over estimates the economic factor. Love, hate,
jealousy, and caprice are all dramatic elements that have nothing to
do with social considerations. Psychology hes perhaps as much to tell
a dramatist as sociology. Nonetheless, I do agree with you that the
maturity of many of her comments is startling, and she writes with
vigor and a real mastery of her materials, which, by the way, is just
what you said to me.

Give our love to Marie and Bill and believe me
Ever sincerely,

[{. 'f/

President Frank Aydelotte /
Swarthmore College

Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
AF/NCE

P.S. Bettina Meyerhof stopped to see me yesterday as she and her aunt
were driving down to Swarthmore, and I gave her a card to you. I had
a good talk with Bettina and I shall miss my guess if she does not

prove to be one of your star students. .
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9 November 19&8

Dear Eleanor:

I do not think you need to be in the least dis-
couraged at the slowness of the papers in reviewing your bLook.
My experience is that it usually takes a month or six weeks
to get one reviewed, and I am ashamed to say that when I
try to review one myself, I often take three months to the
job. The Phoenix 1s publishing a review of your book, ancd
you may be sure that it will get full publicity in Swarth-

more. If it does not get a long serles of good notices, I

-——

shall be very much disappointed in tLne reviewers.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Lleanor Flexner
150 East 72nd Street
New York, New York

.'.F‘ .
e
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November 8, 1938

Dear President Aydelotte:

I can't tell you how much 1
appreciate your kind letter about my book! In the first
place every kind word is a help right now as the news-
paper reviewers have apparently made up their minds to
ignore itl - and as my publishers haven't done much
about things either. So I have the feeling that literally
nobody knows the thing is even out. I supvose that is
always the case with a "first boek" and that it will have
to mske its way slowly, but there is no denying it makes
me sore just the samel

However no matter what sort of
a reception it had had, your letter would have made me
very, very profud and happy. Thank you ever so much.
I feel fairly good sbout it as a job done, slthough 1
am painfully conscious of certain things I would now like
to change for the better. I heve no idea what I shall
tackle next, but I suppose it always takes time to
find something new after a long job.

I had advance notices sent to
frof. Hicks and to Bea Beach, in the thought that perhaps
the play-writing and littie theatre activities at
Swarthmore might assure the book some readers in the
college. I hope it has found its way into the library, and
into the book shop. Forgive me mentioning such crass
details, but I am discovering that one is one's own
best promotion agentl!

I am sure you and Mrs. Aydelotte
come to New York occasionzlly, and I wish that when you
do you would give me a chance to sec you bothl

Sincerely,

&M%
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[ear Eleanor:

I congratulate you on your book. It seews to
@me a rewarsable yﬁecc of work. I Zo not imow enough slout
the modern theatre to Le nllie L0 coameni om rour treztment of
various inclividuel pleys, Lut I zave followed tne cevelopment
of the Grama suflliciently Lo Le absoluiely convinced of Lhs
soundness of your thesls. [ <& ver, proud 1o have a Look of
thal sori written u) & Ywartheore graduate and a !ri#nd of mine.
Inclidentally, jyour coumeutls omn Keulwan, wanose work L do know
pretty well, seex to me superd.

Wnere Go you go from bere? [ suppose thils wook
#1111l scon Lrlig you Journallistle opportunities, but I must
say that I think & volume of this kind & much mors valuable
contribution to dramatic critliclsm than many hundreds of
newspaper articles, and I hope that you will try Jealously
to keep for yoursels ctime and strengtn for tne kind of brood-
ing over tie whole proLlem which produced this book.

¥ith affectionate rogards, I am

lours sincerely,

Eilss Eleanor Flexner
150 East 72nc Street
New York, Hew York
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1 November 1928

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Many thanks for your letter. I felt quite
certain that Professor Binstein's decision would Le what
you report, and I shall be glad to make the fullest explana-
tion to the Contemporary Club.

It is a great satlisfaction to me to hear that
Mr, Maass 1s thoroughly convinced about Larson. I held that
opinion very strongly from quite early in our negotiations,
and felt at one time as if I had a little LIt forced the
issuve. I was certalin, however, that the questlon of expense
was not a real argument as bLetween architects, and the ex-
tremely favorable estimate which we have for this bullding of
Larson's proves that point.

Marie is writing to Anne to say we are broken
hearted that we cannot come over on Novewber 10th. We thought
at first that we might be able to Lreak another engagement
w?tih we have for ihat evening, but it turns out to be impos-
sible.

_ I have just rend Eleanor's book and am dJdelighted
w it. The maturity of & great many of her comments seems
to'me really startling. I do not know the drana well enough
to have an opinlon on wmany details, but I am absolutely con-
vinced of the soundness of her main argument. What & delight
it 1s to sec Eleanor developing so raplcly and so soundly!

Yours very sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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150.EAST 72" STREET,
NEW YORK, N.Y.
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szdfrm Tite Review DEPARTMENT of Sc:; !;:‘-z. P.L. :‘a l;.

SIMON and SCHUSTER Paid

Publishers: 386 Fourth Avenue, New York Advance Description New York, N. Y.
R Postage O d Permit No. 670

AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS: 1918-1938
The Theatre Retreats From Reality

by Eleanor Flexner
With An Introduction by John Gassner

L T T T T T T T e L L e e e e

Publication date: October 25, 1938 Price: $2.50

e T T e PR S R S L

Eleanor Flexner belongs to the new generation in the American theatre.
Clifford Odets and Irwin Shaw write its plays; Orson Welles and Burgess ieredith
direct and act in them; the Group Theatre and Laber Stage uncover new audiences.
A new and living drama is appearing in the United States, and Miss Flexner is
the first person to write a book of criticism in the same vein.

rican P1 ights; 1G18-1 does not cover every dramatist or every
important play of thc past twenty years. It singles out certain represcntative

writers--0'Neill, Anderson, Howard, Kaufman,Sherwood, to mame a few--and analyzes
certain representative plays--liintercet, for example. All these men have written
important plays, but in recent years they have fled from the reality of social
change. And now a new generation appears to take their places.

John Gassner, chief of the editorial staff of the Theatre Guild of New York,
writes the preface. Then comes Miss Flexner's own introductory chapter on the
commer .cial theatre in general and the American postwar theatre in particular. The
first and longer half of the book is devoted to the men who created this theatre.
The latter half deals with the trend of rebellion as illustrated by the vork of
John Howard Lawson, Clifford Odets, Geonrge Sklar, and others.

THE TRANSVALUATION OF BROADWAY

Miss Flexner offers new interpretations of our most important playwrights as
well as introductions to the playwrights of tomorrow. This is the way she sizes
up some of the outstanding figures on Broadway:

SIDNEZY HOWARD. His forte is character portrayal and his characters
have a greater importance than the plays in which they appear. But

he persistently ignores the conditions under which human character

is obliged to exist and function.

MAXWELL ANDERSON. He has shaped public taste rather than conformed
to it. He attracts audiences by his craftsmanship and dramatic ef-
fectiveness and has used the theatre as an exalted tribune to ex- -

1 pound his personal philosophy. But the seeds of his latter-day con-
fusion and pessimism were already present in his early work. Eis
career shows that fine words and poetic despair are not enough to
nourish dramatic talent.

EUG:IE O'NEILL. The fact that no aspect of life is barred from the
theatre today on aesthetic grounds is due in great measure to the
plays 0'Neill wrote between 1919 and 1923. These were plays built
arouid the conflict of character with character. Later, however, he
became content to pose a situation implicit with conflict and lot it

degenerate into arzument. Gradually the psychologist has submerged
the dramatist.

AS0UT THE AUTHOR

Zleanor Flexner was born in Hew York City and has spent all her life there,
with the exception of two winters abroad, one in France and one in Enzland. She
graduated from the Lincoln School in Wew York, and Swarthmore College, then spent
a year at Somerville College, Oxford. Returning to New York she acted as
assistant stage manager in several of Eva LeGallienne's productions, spent a .
season trying to establish a permanent acting company, another with a theatrical
press office, and finally two years on the staff of New Theatre. She has written®
and translated plays, and read, stage-managed, and reviewed them.



24 October 1938

Lear Eleanor:

[ am dellghted to get a glowing announce-
ment from Simon anc S8chuster of your vook, which I under-
stand has come out this week. I look forwurc with great
pleasure to reaclng it, ana am passing the news around
among all your friends &t Swarthmore. I was very proud
Lo see recently In the hook review section of ihe Mew
York Times the dmminent &#p eurence of three Swarthmore
books: one by K8hler, one by Manceibawm, and one by you.

With waruest regards and contratulations,

I am

Yours siucerely,

Elss Eleanor Flexner
150 East 72 d Street
Kew York, New York
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Simon and Schuster, Ixc.

PUBLISHERS 386 CRoudd—"2yesnue NEw YORK

Celaphone ASuLAND 4-3300-Cable oAddess Essanpess

Ootober 20, 1938

Dr. and Mrs. Franlkc Aydelotte,
Swarthmore, Pa.

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Aydelotte:

As an acquaintance of Eleanor Flexmer's, we feel that
you will be particularly interested to learn that we are about
to bring out her first book, "AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS - 1918 - 1938",
with en introduction by John Gassnsr.

The attached bulletin will give you some idea of the
nature and scope of this book.

AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS will be published on October 256th,

at which time 1t will be on sale at all bookstores.

SIMON and SCHUSTER, Inc,
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20 NASSAU STREET
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 21, 1938

Dear Aydelotte:

I was surprised to find your letter of the 16th
regarding Bettina Meyerhof. I have not heard from Meyerhof
in months, nor do I know what his present situation is. I
should suppose, however, that a letter addressed to him at
Wilckensstr. 21, Heidelberg, would surely reach him.

———————

The news from Europe is so depressing and dis-

couraging that I have moments when I should like to chuck
everything and spend the rest of my days in the South Sea
Islands.
With all good wishes,
Ever sincerely,

LT

=

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

AF/MCE
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CANADA
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Magnetewan, via Burks Falls
Ontario, Cenada
August 7, 1958

Dear Aydelotte:

I have letters from you dated July 22,
24 and 27, but I have really had no time in which
to answer them, for I have made & visit of almost
a week to Lezke Placid to see Mr. Bamberger and
Mrs. !'ulﬂ.

I am glad to report that they are both
in extremely good health. The terrific heat which
has been felt in New York and theresbouts has not
penetrated to the Adirondacks, and still less to
Canada.

You and your wife could not have done
better than to spenll 2 couple of weeks with us.
You would have had beautiful, sunny; mild dsys,

excellent swimming, fair fishing, balmy evenings
and sound sleep.

I note what you say about the meetings
of the Building Committee, which coincides with
what Mr. Maass wrote me. I am still a little uneasy
in mind about Veblen, for I think he has a hankering
for rooms that are unduly large and unduly uniform.
Larson has made some sketches which he wants me to
see and I think perhaps he will be in Magnetawan
some time this week. I shall let you know the result.

I hope that you have found W
endurable, but don't get in the habit of spending
summers doing research work in that beastly climate.

With all good wishes to you and Marie, in
which Anne joins. Sor Sy &
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA.
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

5 &pril 19&8

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Many thanks for your letter about Professor
Meyerhof's daughter. I am very much interested in the
idea of having her here, and have passed the material on
to Mrs. Blanshara for imuwedlate consideration by the
Admissions Committee. ©She or I will write to you and
Professor Meyerhof in a few days tiume.

I look forward with a great deal of interest
to seeing you on Thursday. As I think over our builaing
pgroblem, it seems to me that it would be a great advantage
to us if we coulc acquire the Maxwell property sometime
within the next few months. I believe we need it, and
if we are going to have it, it would obviously make a
difference in the location of our buildings. I remember
that you sald you were in touch with Maxwell last fall.

If you coulc do anything yuletly to hasten the negotlations,
I think 1t would be of great advantege to the Institute.

It would probably be possible to plan our bulldings in

such a way that they would work satisfactorily on the land
we have or could be extended to the Maxwell property if
that were eventually acgquired, but it would be simpler if
we coula have that tract in minc from the start.

I feel, furthermore, that the erection of our
first building will add something to the price which the
Maxwell property would bring in the market, so that if we
bought it later, we should have to pay for values which
we ourselves had created.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director ia >

Institute for aAdvanced dtuady
Princeton, New Jersey
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February 21, 1938

Dear Aydelotte;

I was delighted to pet your letter, for I have been mndari.ng‘
how you and Larie have been faring.

I have not shown your letter or Weed's to the New York trustees
who ure umeasy, but I mean to do it some time when the opportunity favors.

I envy you the relief from your administrative job at Swarthmore
and the opportunity to dig into the rich material at the Huntington Library.
Whether you will get to London this year appears more doubtful this mornming
than it did twenty-fowr hours ago. It has been plain for « long time that
Hitler end Lussolini are presuming on & supine attitude on the part of
Great Britain, und our friend The liarquess of Lothian is by no means innosent,
for he hus not only called om litler and shaken hands with the murderer, but
has been preaching peace where there is no peace. The same attitude appears

in the columns of the London Times and permeates khe upper classes in Great

Britain. I tLink 2t heart most of them are not entirely unsympathetic with
fasoism and not sorry to see liberal ideas and labor unions get it "in the
nook". However, they are, in my judgment due to a harsh eawakeming. The more
they give in to Hitler the more he is going to demand of them. England's
prestige on the continent is probably lower today than it has ever been in
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President Aydelotte February 21, 1938 -2 -

ouwr lifetime, and if Chamberlain d.i'.l‘tl the Leapgue of Natioms in order to
make a temporary peace with Hitler the English people may well hang their
heads in shame.

I do not soquit the United States. I think that Roosevelt's
"quarantine” speech should have beemn followed up, for if Enmgland and France
get into a war against the fasoist powers we will be imevitably drawn into it.
Tle are now pursuing -the tactios that Edward Grey pruswed in 1914, Had Grey
then asked Parliement to say that England would defend Belgiwm there might well
have been no World War at all., Viere we to say that we would join France and
Great Britain as sgainst Italy and Germany these two ocowmtries would sing a
different tune. Both we and the English are better prepared for war than we
were in 1914, and I should myself favor a very defimite joint movement, just
es we made & joint movement against Japen lately im the matter of battleships.
Ve ocould muke Brother liltler understand that he cammot frighten the rest of
Christendom.

think

I do not/that you have gained much in the matter of weather by
going to Califormia. It has been perfectly superb here. Vo had yesterday
& 11 -ht snow - the first of the season - and we have had a few days of oold
weather. Vith the exception of this the sum has shone as brilliantly as om
the lliviera and the shrubs are already begimning to show green.

Jean spent this week-end with us end this morning went to New York
to spend a few days with Ileanor. Lleanor was here last woek-end and is ooming
down again et the end of this weeks Anne and I are both well and busy.

The Imstitute goes om smoothly. The architects are soratching
their heads and thus far have prodwsed practiecally mothing, but I think that
by the timn you retwn we shall have owr first plans.
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lir, Bamberger is splendid and iirs. Fuld ocontinues her slow
improvement.

All of us join in affectiomate greetings :nd all go;d wishes to
you and iarie.

Ever simer.'!.y.

President Frank Aydelotte
Athenaeum

651 South Hill Avenuwe
Pasadena, Californmia

~F/MCE
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA.
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

Athenseum
551 South Hill Avenue
Pasadens, California

Desr Doctor Flexner:

Heny thanks for your very interesting letiter of Januery 27. I am
very glad to get your report of Weed's opinion, snd to know that it co-
incides with mine. I hope you now feel essier in your mind about the
whole matter,

I look forward to receiving the minutes of the last meeting of the
Board and to hearing from you of any further developments.

I am having 2 wonderful tive here with the piece of Flizabethan
research which I set out to do, I glsnced hastily over the sixteenth
century meterial in the Huntingten Libtrary some years sgo, but I had
no idea that it was as rich in that period as I now find it to be.

I am also delighted to find that I am as much at home with these things

as ever, and my work is a daily joy to me. I intend to keer it up

from now on, getting some relief from administrative detsils st Swarthmore
for that purpose. If I can possibly do it I want to get & month im the
Public Record Office in London this summer on documents which exist
nowhere else,

We have had a good deal of rain since we have been here, but Marie
end I get out for nine holes of golf or for an hour's ;ractice nearly
every afternoon, The living arrangements in the Athenaseum sre ideal
for & student, and the whole group connected with the Library, Cal Tech,
end Mount Wilson are showing us all the hospitality we find time for.
Beyond all this I have filled my osn cup of contentment to the brim
by resolutely refusing to make speeches anywhere, with the one exception
of a talk about my 'Elizebethan seamen' in the Library on Founder's Day.

With kindest regerds in which Marie joins to Ann snd yourself, I am

Yours very sincerely,

st el

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey
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