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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH

E8TH STREET AND AVENUE A
NEW YORK

October 16, 1923.

Dear Professor Veblen:

I have received your excellemnt
letter of October 11 and shall endeavor to make good
use of its contents. Should I have anything to com-
municate in connection with the extension of the Fel-
lowship Board of the National Research Council to in-
clude mathematics, I will write you aszain promptly.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Oswzld Veblen,
Dept. of Mathematics,
Princeton University,
Princeton, N.J.

u)
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October 24th, 1923

Dr. Simon ¥lexner,

Hockereller Institute of Medical Hesearch,
66th Street and Avemme A,

New York Uity, New York.

Dear Ur. rlexmer:

In considering the proposal tc enlarge the scope of the I'sllow-
ships in Physics and Chemistry so as to include Mathematics, I should
think it desirable to have clearly in mind the close inter-dependence of

P all the sciences. It is well-kmown, of course, how Medicine constantly
uses the results of Physics and Chemistry, and how, in return, the
problems arising Ifrom Meaicine stimmlate research in rhysics and Chemistry.
The relation between Mathematice on the one hand and Physice and Chemistry
on the other, is of precisely this sort. It has frequently happened that
an attempt to solve a physical problem has resulted in the creation of a
new branch of mathematics. A classical example of this is in the theory
of the conduction of heat. When this problem had been stated in mathe-
matical terms, it was Iound that the mathematics then in existence was
inadequate to solve it, and new mathematical machinery has to be devised.
The resulting studies by rourier and others not only gave to Physice the
theorems and formulas it required, but also led to new mathematical
developments which have arfected most of the branches of mathematical
analysis.

Another example of the hand-in-hano development oI Mathematics
and Physics is the history or the theory of electric waves which resulted
both in the electromagnetic equatvion or Maxwell and in the experiments of .
Hertz and the other inventors oI wireless telegraphy.

In the modern case of the sinstein Ttheory, the relation between
Mz thematics and Physics has been more one-gided. Kinstein's work is a
contribusion to Yhysice in which Mathematics is usea as a tool. It
happened that the necessary mathematics was already in existence, having
been worked out by Hiemamm Christorfel and others some Iifty years before.
This lert Einstein Iree to apply his genius to the physical and philosophi-
cal problem, using the mathematice whenever it wus needed. He Hada he been
under the necessity of creating the mathematical tools which he used in
his gravivation theory, it is more than probable that this theory would
have been long delayea anda possibly nsver completed. Indeea it may be
added that without the pioneer work of the creaters of non-guclidean
geometry, the fram of mina in which sinstein approached his problem would
not have been possible.
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Dr. Simon Flexner - October 2ath, 1923

ihe r8le of mathematics in the Quantum Theory is gquite similar
to its réle in the kxinstein Theory. In particular, Sohr's Quantum
Theory of Atomic Structure is based on a very profound study or the cale
culus of variation theorems in classical dynamics. o rsalize this it
is only necessary to attempt to read Nohr's Memoir of 1518 in the Fro-
ceedings of the Uanish Academy. The problem or atomic structure is, of
course, still rar rrom a comolete solution and no one knows whether the
mathematics of today is adequate to such a solution or not. If not, the
development or Physics at this point can coms about only through an ad-
vance in Mathematics.

1 have saia nothing about the direct relations between Mathe-
matice and Chemistry becsuse these are more distant frem my personsl
experience. However, | have no doubt that any chemist will think atv
once oI the work or Willard Bibbs, i1 notv or more recent examples.

The question might be asked: “Why should not a separate
Board be created to look after fellowships in Mathemstics®™? In the
interest of Mathematicse, 1 think it is very desirable that rellowships
in this science should be administered by a Bozrd which contains both
physicists and chemists, bDecause this will tend to keep closer contact
and will have the erfect of stimulating interest on the part of msthe-
matvice in provlems or physics and chemistry. <This sort or a broadening
oI the interests of the mathematicians in this country is very desirable
&t the present time.

1l hope this letter will cover the points which you desired me
te write about, but it not, I shall pe glad to write you further. And
of course I shall be glad to do anything else which you mag think
would be of use in helping to obtain an appropriation for these rellow
ghips.

Ilours sincerely,

UsVe -F. (Signea) Uswald vablen.
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January 25¢h, 1924

Dr. Simon Flemer,

Rookafeller Institute of Kedical Research,
66th Street and Avermus A,

Now York City, Bew York.

Desr Dre. Plesnor:

I onclons the latter shich Bliss sant me in resly to
sy inguirg shather he =ould be willing to: serve on the Follow.
ship Board. You will sse that he 1ls somsvhat doubtful about
Lelng able to sttend all the meetings and you may therafore
feesl that 1t would be better to get scmeone who can promise
to sttend all of them.

Ky own ispression is that Bliss speaks ss csutiously
8 he doen bLoginue he 1s vary avarse o making prowises which
he is not surae that he can live up to. e hes a vary strong
vense of responaibility.

I favor sppointéng him on the Board =ith the underatand.
ing that he will gartalnly attond the two principal meetings Iin
Apr'il mnd in the avtumn, and that he will attend us many of the o
othare «s he cane I realise, however, that my experience on the
Dosrd 1o vary limited and I desire to be gulded hy your judguent.
¥ill you be se xind us to xive me your opinion? '

Yours eincerely, i

o.'l -'n w‘- '.blﬂlo
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COPY

February 4, 1924.

Dear Professor Veblen:

Your letter of January 25 has
been received. I sagree with you that Professor Bliss
should be appointed. If he attends the two prinecipsal
meetings of the year - in the epring in Washington and
in the sutumn in New York or elsewhere (usually where
the National Academy meets) - it will suffiee. Doubt-
less he will find the time to attend other meetings
from time to time.

Yours sinecerely,

(Signed) Simon Flexner.

Prof. Oswald Veblen
National Research Council
Fellowship Board

1701 Massachusetts Ave.,
Washington, D. C.
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February 23rd, 1924

Pr. Simon !m.

Rockefeller Institute of lMedical Research,
66th “treet and Avenus A,

Rew York City, New York.

Dear ™r. rhM:

In your capacity as a mathematician you will perhape be interested in
a few observations of a general mature which I am venturing to send you. I
have already submitted essentlally the zame ideas to Dr, Zellors and he zeemed
to think it mizht de worth shile to try to spread them about a 1little., Put I
have decided before goineg further to scek your advice.

My experience this yoar has made me rather acutely consciouz of the
fact that the nceds of mathematical research have not yet GLeen brousght to the
jattention of those whose position enanbles them to have a view of the strategy ;
of Science. This, I think, is chiefly the faunlt of the mathematicians theme
selves, who have too casily assumed that an outside world which cannot wnder-
stand the detaila of their work is not interested in its success, That such an
idea is erroncous has been well illustrated by the senerous agtion of the "ocke=

feller Toundation in providins funds for Nesearch Pellowships in Mathematics of
the same type as for "hysics and Chemistry. This was done immediately, and
aprarently as a matter of course, when tha need for such fellowshine was pointed
out. 7This experience, as well as much evidence of a less tanszible sort, of the
friendly interest in mathematics, leads me to hope that it may be worth while to
draw attention to the fact that we are now in a situation where anothor very im-
portant step of a similar sort may de taken.

——

lathematical research is done almost entirely by university and college
teachers. A mathematics department in an American university has to deal with
an enormous mass of freshmen, a very large mumber of sovhomores, and with ex- J
tremely small mumbers of juniors, seniors and graduate students. The situation 5
is entirely different from that of a Fuwropean ™niversity, which has to deal only 4
with the last clase of students. The subjects taught to freshmen and sophomores
are taken up in the Iycde's and Qymmasia., Under our conditions, the men mamm. ]
for the conduct of a Mathemtics devartment are oblised to zive their rrimary atten=
tion to vrovidins instruction for the freshmen o~d sophomores.. This oblization “ !
is due not merely to the number of men who have to be dealt with but also to the pl s
intrinsic lmportance of such instruction.

z i i =
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Pr. Simon FPlemmer - TJebruary 23rd, 1924

Tevertheless there has been a great develorment of mathematical research
in this country. Twenty or thirty years ago thers were vary few mon doing such
research and they wers recelvine very little consideration from the Universities.
Tiow they are very much in demand. A man with good mathemtical rifts and normal
peraoonal sualities has little troudble in obtalnine as rood a rosition as is avalle
able under our system. Put when he obtaine it he has a teachins schedule of from
nine to fifteen hours a week as compared with three hours a weelk for his colleazue
in the Colldge de France, for exammle. Moreover, he bocomes tremendously in-

| terested in this teaching; he sees the manifold ways in which it could be improved,
and he playe his part in the committees and other administrative devices for doing
the obvious tasks of the university.

Fe was preferred to other men when appointed, because of his scientific
distinetion. %ut just because he has a sense of responsibility and reacts in a
normal way to his environment, it 1s only a small fraction of his cnergy that
roes into research. The university authorities never lmow the difference and give
him his rightful share of respect as a loyal member of the commmmity.

- %o we have arrived at the stase where we rocognize adility in scientifiec

| research as a basis for wniveraity appointments but not as a rrimary occupation
for the apnointees. This statement iz not strictly true in sclenmces like ™ysics
and Chemistry for the universities which have sreat laboratories usually recognize
the absurdity of maintaining such plants without a respectable output of research.
It is brilliantly wntrue in Aetronomy, Tut in Mathematics it is true almost with-
out an exception.

The way to male another ctep forward is obviouns. Indeed it has already
been partially recornized by the Rockefeller Youmdation in establishing a series
of Fellowships in various sciences which afford opportunities for rezearch to men
of promise at the outset of their gareers, "hat remains to do iz to find a way of
'aalurlxu; the contimuance of their research to men who have already rroven their
abllity. This iz already mrovided for, to a certain extent, in the laboratories
of the experimental sciences, but, as already indicated, there is no rrévision
Mathematics. To provide it, there are at least two ways which would be Jjustif
by the actual amount of mathematical talent in the country.

The first of these would bte to found and endow a Mathemmtical Imstitute.
The physical equiment of such an institute would be very simnle; a lidrary, a
fow offices, and locture rooms, and a small amount of apparatus such as comruting
pachines. There szhould also be provision on a small scale for stenocrathers and
coamputers, Dut the main funds of such an institute should be used for the salaries
of men or women whose business 1s mathematical research. These people should, how=
ever, be provided with the equivalent of the routine work which is always mresent
In lsboratory seiences. “uch work could consist, for examile, in editing a mathe-
l matical periodical or in preparing a new edition of the Mcyclopodia of 'athe-
matics. The latter enteryrise would be 2 very large one tut wonld be tremendously

[ .
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Pr. Simon Flexner -l February 23rd, 1524

important both for rure mathemstice and for its applications. The mombers of
.. the Institute shovld be expected to give lectures to advanced students in their
| own fields of rosearch,

{ fSuch an institute, in ny opinion, conld overate successfully either in

| conjunction with a university or as an entirely seperate institution. In either

| case it would treat mathematiecal resenrch as a profession. There are nlenty

| of men in the cruntry who have shomn that they sre eapable of living up to such o
a vosition, The idea of such an institute 12 by no moans a new or untried one,
Ye have several institutee for research in other meclences in this ecommtry and
there are geveral mathematical institutes in Purope.

The second plan which T have in mind s osrentially that followed Ly
the Noyal Sceliety in the Yarrow Research Professorshine. It conaists in ostablishe
ins andeendowins a number of research rrofaescorshire which are awarded to indi-
viduals who have shown in their own environments that their immulse to research is
a vital one. The arpolntees are not moved to new places., The only difference
brousht about 12 that they are freed from all, or most of, other oblisations and
thenceforth pald for devotinz their energies to research,

In our-ecountry it would be advisable actually to limit the amount of
teaching or other routine that a research nrofescor 42 all to do. He should
not be allowed to give more than two or three lectures a week. FPerhaps also he
should not be allowed to accept more than a limited number of research stulents,
With such restrictions, T think that one of owr philanthropie foumndations comld
darry a nunber of research professors on its salary roll and be confident that no
better use could be made of its funds.

The second plan has the advantege that it could Ve tried out by gradual =
steps. The mathematical institute has the advantage that it would nr&ldl a
definite mucleus for mathematical research and foster cooveration in a field that
has been treated in the past in perhaps an.mneces:arily individualistic way.

It is obvious that smch of what I am saying could be generalised to
other sciences. Tut I am limitine ny remarks to lathemetice partly bocause of
my opéédal interest and partly because, as I said in the bogimning, the needs of
this science have not yet had as much eonsideration as they should have.

Yours sincerely,

Ogwald 7eblen.

o
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Bubmmiaily the same subject-matter, slightly re-
vised, in a letter which you wrote to Dr, Abraham Flex
ner on June 10/24, and that I have given Miss Eichelse:
for Dr, Aydelotte, with a copy of your obituary paper
oh Dean Fine. Dr. Aydelotte is not expected here
until tomorrow, and possibly it would hawve been more
effective to wait to give him these until he had got
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_Dear Dr. Kellogg:

e

My experience this year has made me rather acutely conscious of
the fact that the needs of mathematical research have not yet been brought
to the attention of those whose position enables them to have a view of the
strategy of Sciemce. This, I think, is chiefly the fault of the mathemati-
cians themselves, who have too easily assumed that an outside world which
cannot understand the details of their work is not interested in its success.
That such an idea is erroneous has been well illustrated by the generous
action of the Rockefeller Foundation in providing funds for Research Fellow-
shipe in Mathematics of the ssme type as for Phyeics and Chemistry. This was
done immediately, and apparently as & matter of course, when the need for such
fellowshipe was pointed ocut. This experience, as well as much evidence of
a less tangible sort, of the friendly interest in mathematice, 18ads me to
hope that it may be worth while to draw attention to the faot that we are
now in & situation where another very importsnt step of a similar sort may

A th.ﬁmw

ﬂa.‘t.hana.t.ioal research is done almost entirely by university and
college temhera.%ﬁrmuthemat.ioa department in an American university has to
dez]l with an enormous mass of freshmen, & very large number of sophomores,
and with extremely small numbers of juniors, seniors and graduate students.
The situation is entirely different from that of a European University, which
has to deal only with the last class of students. The subjects taught to
freshmen and sophomores are takem up in the Lyoére'a and Gymnasia. Under our
conditions, the men responsible for the conduct of a Mathematics department
are obliged to give their primary attention to providing instruction for the
freshmen and sophomores. Thie obligation is due not merely to the number of
men who have to be dealt with but alsc to the intrinsic importance of such

instruction.



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 33 / Veblen, Oswald -- Flexner, Simon and Flexner, Abraham, Correspondence
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

=Ba

Nevertheless there has bsen a great development of mathematical
research in this country. Twenty or thirty years ago there were very few

men doing such research and they were receiving very little consideration
from the Universities. Now they are very much in demand. A man with good
mathematical gifts and normal perscnal qualities has little trouble in
obtaining as good a position as is available under our system. But when
he obtains it he has a teaching schedule of from nine tc fifteen hours a
week as compared with thres hours a week for his collesgue in the Goll?sge
de France, for example. Moreover, he becomes tremendously interested in
this teaching; he sees the manifold waye in which it could be improved, and
he plays hie part in the committees and other administrative devices wisllish é\
are—bryimg—be dort.ga obvious tasks of the university, Ssa—w—botber-wsp.

He was preferred to other men when appointed, because of his scientif-
ic distinetion. But just because he has a sense of responsibility end reacts

in & normal way to his environment, it is only & small fraction of his energy

that goes into research. FheWITVETEI Ty muthoridvies-never=inow-the-arfierence

So we have arrived at the stage where we recognize ability in scientif-
ic research as a basis for university appointments but not as a primary ococupa-~
tion for the appointees. This statement is not strictly true in seiences like
Physics and (}'hanist.ry) for the universities which have great laboratories
usually recognize the sbsurdity of maintaining such plants without a respect-
able output of research. It is brilliantly untrue in Astronomy. But in
Mathematics it is true almost without an exception.

The way to meke another step forward is obvious. Indeed it has

already been partially recognized by the Rockefeller Foundation in establidh-

ing a series of Fellowships in various sciences which afford opportunities
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for research to men of promise at the outset of their careers. What remains to
do is to find a way of assuring the continuance of their research to men who have
already proved their ability. This is already provided for, to a certain extent,
in the lsboratories of the experimental sciences, but, as already indicated, there
is no provision in Mathematics. To provide it, there are at least two ways which

@ :‘fld be justified by the actual amount of mathematical talent in the country.

K The first of these would be to found and endow a Mathematical Institute.
mYaioal equipmen_t. of such an institute would be very simple: a

library, a few offices, and lecture rooms, and a small amount of apparatus such
as computing machines. There should also be provision on a small scale for
stenographers and computers. But the main funds cf-swelrmr~tmetidwbe should be

used for the salaries of men or women whose business is mathematical research.

Thess |people uld, However,/ be providefl with the

s

which/is always presgnt in lhboratory se¢iences.

mathepatical periodical or

one but wou
S
applications. emberg of the In it.ut.e ould a.l . be expected to give

lectfires to/advanced students in t.haﬁr own 1ds ot esearch.

Such an institute, in my opinion, could operate successfully either
in conjunction with & university or as an entirely separate institution. In

either case it would treat mathematical research as a profession. Thers are

plenty of men in the country who have shown that they are capable of living

up to such smaition/\'l*pq(‘m o/ktz-&hp-auvt . j?/h-uﬁl-(o-»

7 A
% ‘«w,;x
dmﬂwm'uﬂthWIhm‘ﬂw hﬁ‘"pr

The second plan which I have in mind is essentially that followed f'.»f ’ Jrfnf -

by the Royal Society in the Yarrow Research Professorships. It oona‘lsta,.f‘/ “ ‘“ Hm‘

/ U{mw
in establishing and endowi a number of research professorships !yoﬁ are
. .- E 3 .P f}!fﬁ,‘ ﬁ

/
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awarded to individuszls who bave shown in their osn environments that their

impulse to ressarch is a vital cne. The appointees are not moved to new
places. The only differsnee brought sbout is that they are freed from all
other cbligations and thenceforth paid for devoting their energies to re-
searoh.

In our country it would be advissbls actually to limit the uwmount of
teaching or other routine that a research professor is allowed to do.

He should not be allowed to give more than twoe or three lectures a week.
FPerhaps also he should not be allowed to sccept more than a limited number ﬁ
of research students. W#ith such restrictions, I think that one of our
philanthropie foundations oot;ld earry a nusber of research professors on
its salary :_-oll and be confident that nc better use could be made of its
funds.

The second plan has the advantage that it could be tried out
by gradual steps. The mathematical inntit.?t.o has the advantage that it =
would provide a definite nucleus for mathematical research and foster l
cooperation in s%ﬁhn& has been treated in the past in perhups an

unnecessarily individualistio way.

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen, Chairman,
Division of Physioa! Sciences.
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\ Zhe_Enot Probisn
\

Fa
LA, V.'-.lrf; slasely related to the pro {m of clage~
ifying the three-dimensianal marifolde 43 the problem of

\
slasnifying tha knots in the three-djfnensionsl Beulicean

or -spherical, wrace, A ¥now may bd defined as 2 non-

singular curve \in = Puclidean apjce vhidch i not isotopic

witli the bound of a ‘..rianguiar region and two knots

are regarded 2e the same fype if oand enly if they are

/

irotopic. \

... A large mumben of tyfec cof dmote have been described

iy Teit end cthers 1ist of references will be found |
in the Ercycleopadie wpficle cn Analycis Bitus. But a more
dmpoertunt step towar‘a\ceveloyir.; 5 tueeyy of kncie was

takez by X, Dehn =¥ i\troducad the notion ¢f the group
of tre knot, whieh

'1216 tiree-dime

ic e ‘unttal ihe group of the gsneral-
ozl camplex obtained by leaving out
the knot fra;rt ‘t‘ e turee-dimensional spsce. Dekn gave a
method for cbtgiring the gloup of & know explicitly and
applied 1t tO/tht eccagtruction of Llie Poincare spaced

_- §37 ﬁ
nlready referred to ( &) 's work is to be found

in hie artielesiin the iath, . in wol, 69 and /1 to

vhich we }_;l';ve already referrec\erd in un 2rticle on the
two ‘trefofl knots in Vsl. 75 (19M) p. 402,

It‘.--"iu obvious that if - thrdg-dimendlonal Riemann
space 9f k shest: be found which a glven knoi as ite
oenly 'Z'

.this /jepntace will be invariant of the

anch eurva, the invariants (Betti numbers, etec) of
iven knot. This
me d of studyins the invariants of knot has been
:ﬁijtore the Nation
-al Academy of Sciences in November 1920 but not yet pube

liched.

devlloped Uy J. W. Alexander in a pap
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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH

G6TH STREET AND AVENUE A
NEW YORK

February 26, 1924,

Dear Dr, Veblen:

In the ebsence of Dr, Flexmer
from the city, I wish to acimowledge the receint
of your letter of February 23, which will come
to hisg attention upon hie return, in about two
weeks,

Youre eincerely,

Q,,,,Wfafm der ijf;;

Secretary, Dr. Simon Flexner,

Dr. Oswald Veblen,
Kational Research Council,
1701 Massacrusetts Ave.,
Washington, D.C.
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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH V=4

G6TH STREET AND AVENUE A

NEW YORK March 11, 1924,

Dear Prof. Veblen:
I am very glad to have your interesting

letter of February 23. I am very ignorant regarding
the conditions under which Mathematice is pursued in this
country. I wish that sometime you might speak with my
brother, Mr. Abraham Flexner, of the General Education
Board. The subject, aside from my general interest, is
as you kmow wholly outside my field of activity.

With many thanks, I am,

Yours sincerely,

= Bt
kw\—-- S sk —

Prof. Oswald Veblen,
National Research Council,
1701 Massachusetts Ave.,
Washington, D. C.
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March l4th, 1924

Dr. Simon ¥lemmer,

Rockefellsr Institute of Medical Research,
66th Street end Avenue A,

Rew York City, Bew York.

Dear Tr. Flemner;

I am very much obliged to you for lookins over ny
lotter about the mathematical situation and for the susgestion
to take it up with yowr brother. I am not golng to try to
make any intensive propaganda for the ldea, but I should liks
before I finlsh my year on the Research Council, to have
called attention to the gituation in mathematics in such a
way that it may have an effect in the future if not now.

Tith many thanks,
Yours sincerely,

0.V P, Dawald Veblen.
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

Established in 1518 under the Congressional Charter of the
Natlonal Academy of Scib and organized with the cooperation of the
Nationsl Scientific snd Technical Societies of the United States

701 Sassacuvseris Avence, WASHINGION, D. C.
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May 20 1024

. Sinen Flexner
Rockefeller Institute Tor ledllical Research
G6th 5% an? Avenue A
Hew York City
iy Desr "r. Flexner:

I am attaching hereto m coyy of = letter
Just recieved from Professor C 8 Palmner. Professor
Prlmer was = Pellow in ChealstryPebrusry 1722 te
darch tnea', =n? hes since been with the Chemistry
lepartaent of Northwestera University. I 4o net
know mhether any action 1s advigeable at this time,
but I s senling = copy of this communication to all
the members of the Board wio have been preseant at lhe
meetingas when the question of patents was Alschssed.
I shall arrange to put this matter on the agenin for
the June neeting and shall take whatever steps in add-
ition that may be suggested by any of Lhe Board meabers.

Falthfully yours

W E Tipdale
Executive Segretary
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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH

66TH ST. AND YORK AVE
NEW YORK

May 20, 1929

Dear Prof. Veblen:

I have just received a letter from
Dr. Miller reporting on the April meeting of the Fel-
lowship Board and the unanimous reelection of Bliss
and Compton to the board, as well as the election of
Roger Adams to succeed Johnston.

1 suppose that this means that the
0ld policy of reelecting members whose terms have ex-
pired was not changed. I am wondering whether there
was much diversity of sentiment. I am of course
pleased that no radical departure from the old order
was made without due consideration and at least post-
ponement until thie consideration could be given.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

(Simon Flexner)

Prof. Oswald Veblen,
Princeton University,
Princeton, N.J.
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May 23, 1929.

Dr. Simon Flexner,

The Rockefeller Institute for
Nedical Hesearch,

66th St, and York Ave.,

'- ron' .l rl

Dear Dr. Flexner:

My impression is that such diversity of sentiment
as there was on the policy of reBlecting members whose terms have
expired was very mild, Also I think we felt that if say change of
policy were to be made it ought to be at 2 meeting when you were
present and when there was time for a more delidberate discussion.

The question of having an Executive Secretary weas
diseussed dut nothing was done. I personally feel that it wounld
be deesirable to have such & Secretary and that it would be better
if poseible not to share with one of the other Boards. I would
rather share him with the Physical Science Division of the Research

Council.

I wish we could see you more often in Princeton.

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen.
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October 15, 1929,

Dr. Simon Flexner,

The Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research,

66th Street and York Avenue,

New York, N, Y.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

You will recall that I was very much impressed with
the various arrangements in your new library. Also you and the
librarian said that you would be willing to have one of our Buildings
and Crounds' people visit the lidrary in order to see some of these
features. I spoke of this to Mr. Meclillan, the Superintenient
of BebMdings and Grounds, and he would like very much to drop in and
see the library some day this week, probably on Friday. I don't
think he desires to make any special engagement but I thought I had
bvetter mention the thing to you in case a visit from him should be

inconvenient for any reason.

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen.
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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH

S66™ STREET AN YORK AVENUE
REW YORK

October 16, 1929

Dear Prof. Veblen:

Our Librarian, Miss Trask, will be
very happy to show Mr., Mac Millan over our library.
Please ask him to commnicate directly with her by
telephone or letter to arrange a convenient time for
his visit,

Yours sincerely

‘
.
;M
Telephone: Rhinelander 0900.

Prof, Oswald Veblen,
Princeton University,
Princeton, N.J.
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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH

GB6™ STREET Avd YORK AVENUE
HEW YORK

November 14, 1929

Dear Professor Veblen:

The attached copy of a letter
from Dr. Vernon Kellogg, under date of November &,
explains itself. The matter will, I assume, in due
course come up for consideration before the Fellow-
ship Board in Physice, Chemistry, and Mathematics
at its January meeting.

Yours sincergly,

(Simon Flexmer)

Prof. Oswald Veblen,
Princeton University,
Princeton, NH.J.
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HATIONAL R&SFARCH COUNCIL
B & 2ist Strects,
Washington, D. C.

November 6, 1929.

Doctor Simon Flexner, Chajirman,

Regsearch Fellowship Boaxrd in

Physics, Chemistry and dathematics,
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research,
B66th Street and York Avenue,

New York City.

Dear Doector Flexmer:-

Of the American Research Fellows appointed cach ycar by the Councili's
three Fellowship Boards, about twenty-five ar= appointcd to work abroad.
At the same time about twelve or fifteen foreign fellows are appointed I
annually by the Rockefeller Foundation Feliowships Office in Paris to
work in America under the general supervision of the Council's Boards.
These twelve or fiftecen foreign fellows worklng in America end the Ameri-
can candidates and appointecs to work abroad need more attention and help
than do thc American fellows working in America. It is not possible, how-
ever, to provide fully this special attention under the present admini-
strativo arrangements of the Fellowship Boards.

It has been suggested, therefore, that the three Boards unite in
obtaining the services (vhole or perhaps hzalf time) of a competent man
who may act as a special secretary and field agent for the Doards, his
duties relating primarily to the relations of the Boards with the forcign
fellows working in America wnd the Americun candidates for work zbroad.
He could kecp in close helpful touch with the foreign fellows in America
by meeting them on arrival and by occasional visits to them; and could
aid the Boards in their selection of aAmerican fellows to work abroad by
becoming personally acguainted with thc applicants for appointment for
overscas work. Oncc in Burope the Americen ovursecas fellows arv looked
after by representutives of the Rockeivller Foundation's Fellowships
Office in Paris.

Such a ficld secrctary should be a highly intclligent man of broad
scientific training, sympathetic attitudc, and pleasing and confidence-
inspiring address. The fact that hc may know physics or chomistry belter
than biology or medicine, or viec versa, ncued not impair his uscfulncas
to all three Boards. Payment of his salary and traveling expenses couid
be shured by the three Boards. (The Medical Fellowship Boari might pay
a smaller share than the other two Boards, as it has loss moncy and op-
points fewer fellows. But the total chargc against thc agministrative
funds of any one Board would be small.)
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The adoption of the suggestion made above, or in modified form,
providing for espccial attention ¢o be given the foreign fellows coming
to Amcrica and the Amorican applicunts and appointeus for work abrozd
has the full approval of the Rockefuiler Foundotion's Pards Followships
Officc and of the Foundation's Dircctor for the Natural Scicnccs.

Will you not, therefore, teke this matter up at the next meeting
of your Board for consideration and recommendation to the kxecutive
Board of the Council? It would be advisable, perhaps, for the sake of

allowing time for a full consideration of the matter, for you to communi-

cate with the members of your Board some time in advance of the Board
meeting. To this end you might scnd & copy of this present loetter, to-
gether with a covering letter from you, to each of your Board members.

Very sincercly yours,

Vernon Kallogg (signed;
Permanent Secretery

e

It
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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH

B8™ STREET A8 YORK AVENUE
NEW YORMK

May 7, 1931

Dear Dr, Veblen:

In contimuation of our conversation
in Washington on the National Academy Research Fund,
may I sugzest that if you are in New York some time
and have an hour to spare, you call me on the tele-
phone at the Rockefeller Imstitute (Regent 4- B001)7?
Confidentially, things begin to look somewhat more
favorable, and I should like to discuss in g little
more detail the gquestions we then talked over.

Yours sincerely,

(smon r:h&’W\/

Dr, Oswald Veblen,
Dept. of Mathematies,
Princeton University,
Princeton, N,J,
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May 11, 1931,

Dr, Simon Flexner

The Rockefellsr Institute
for Medical Research

66th St, and York Ave,

Hew Yn’l‘k, N Y.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

Thank you for your note of May Tth, I haw to be
in New York for a dental appointment on Wednesday morning and
I will oall you up to find out if it is convenient for you to
ses me on that day.

Yours sincerely,

ov/as
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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH

66T STREET And YORK AVENUE -
NEW YORK Jme 1. 1906

Dear Professor Veblen:

I om leaving tomorrow for the country, Lut my address
will remain the Rockefeller Institute, e2s my post will be for-
werded. I thought that you and Mrs. Veblen might like to lmow
Just what I have done about Mr. and UMrs. Davisson in regerd to
Elizabeth.

I consulted with Dr. Robert T. Franlk, of Hew York, an
authority on the female sex hormone. Indeed, he s one of the
pioneer diseoverers in the field and a leading gynecologist in
New York. I carried to him the reports of the Blood and urine
examinationg made by Dr. Finlder of llewark, and I could tell him
the essentials of Elizabeth's menstruasl historys The tests con-
formed with that history and showed nothinz w could not have
been predicted. Hence he advised their discontihnance. He seid
that injections of the hormone would not be i ious but would
also, in hig opinion, not be beneficial. I commmnicated the
results of the consultastions to Mr. Davisson.

On the other hand, Dr. Frank strongly advised that a
neurclozist direct Elizabeth's treatment which could doubtless
be carried out by Dr. Cox. I spoke with Dr. Fredericl Peterson
gbout Elizabeth and told him something of Mr. Davisson snd about
their ability to pay only moderate fees. 1 asked him if he would
be willing to speak with lr. and lirs. Davisson; he sald he would
be glad to do so. Dr. Peterson is, in my opiniown; one of the best
informed and sanest neurologists in New York or the country, and he
has made 2 special study of epilevsy.

I then wrote Mr. Davisson telling him of my conversation
with Dr. Peterson and explainings also that he wasiunder no obliga-
tion to consult him. I spole with Yr. Davisson off the telephone
this evenin- and he and Mrs. Davisson have an an'_:pintment to see
Dr. Peterson tomorrow, June 2. |

|
I ¢ould go to Dr. Frank end Dr. Petersop very emsily, a8
in the past I have been able to be of help to them in cases of
illness in their own families.

The Davissons can consult Dr. Ward if they so desire.
There is nothing in the engazemsnts mede to prevemt that. I wish
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Professor te‘ul en 2

I could haye done more; I believe, however, that they are now on

the way to having skilled advice themselves and gkilled care for
Elizabeth.

I hope thet your trip is proving most Pelreshinz and
enjoyeble.

With kind regerds, I remain

Yours singerely,

| ST

Professor OLnr-.ld. Veblen
c/o Browm, inley & Co.
123 Pall
London, En
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Blue Ridge Summit
Pennsylvania

July 6, 1936

Dear Professor Veblen:

I was greatly pleased to have your letter of June 10
telling me of your and Mrs. Veblen's delightful wanderings in
Englend;by this time you are in Norway in some charming valley where
you will both enjoy the scenery and you will find the leisure to pre-
paré the paper for the Oslo congress.

Since receiving your letter I have had an encouraging report
concerning Elizabeth from Mr. Davisson, which was a great satisfaction.
A few days before receiving Mr. Davisson's letter I had written to
Dr. Peterson and I know that you and Mrs. Veblen will find the follow-
ing extract from his reply encouraging.

"There is no discoverable organic disease, 5o we
must classify the case as one of idiopathic epilepsy - a group
to which most of these cases belong - in my opinion more fevor=-
able for treatment than organic cases in general.

"I have cured so many of these that I am hopeful
of a good outcome in this.

"We rely on diet and exercise for half the cure in

these patients - and on varying combinations of drugs for the
other half."

My wife, Jimmy and I are spending the summer in the Blue
Ridge Mountains in the Thomas cottage, built half a century or more
2go, in which my wife spent her young girl- and womanhood. It is a
lovely region and we are enjoying it very much.

My wife Joins me in kindest regards to you and Mrs. Veblen.

Yours sgincerely,

(Simon Flexner)

. Professor Oswald Veblen

¢/o Brown, Shipley and Company
123 Pall Mall

London, England
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Deccmber 2, 1536

Dear Dootor Flexner:

I expeot to be in New York tomorrow ewveming,
December 3, in order to go to the Philharmoniec Cancert
with res fuld and Jory Bepberger. If it 15 canveniemt
for you I should like very much to take advuntage of
your invitstion to call on you, on Thursday afternoem,
end talk ebout Oxford end such matters. FPlease do
not try to answor this letter, because I shall be coming
to Yew York enyway snd will ocell you up on the telephane
when I arrive to ask whether it will be comvenient for
you o sev e, i

Yours sincerely,

Dre Simon Flexner | Oswmld Veblen
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72nD STREET
NEW YORK CITY

January 21, 1930

Dear Professor Veblen:
In the paper which you read before the American

Mathematical Society you are reported in The Times as having

saild that "America still lacke a genuine seat of learning and
that American academic work is inferior in quality to the best
abroasd"., There is not the slightest doudt in my mind that I"
both statements are correct. I hope very much that you were

accurately cuoted.

Do you happen to possess copies of the paper which d
you read in which this statement was made? If so, I should
sppreciate very highly the opportunity to read them,

With warm regards,

Very sincerely yours,

b A
Professor Oswald Veblen M“"““ = t-u.(\

58 Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey

AFIESB
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January 24, 1930.

Mr. Abraham Flexner,
150 East 72nd Street,
New York City, N. Y.
Dear lir, Flexner:

The thing reported in the New York Times was an extemporaneous
speech at the dinner of the American Mathematical foclety at Bethlehem and I
have no notes on it of any sorts I was asked to speak about the National
Research Fellowships, the Research Professorships which have been established
recently, and related symptons of the tendency to treat scientific research
as & distinct enterprise and not merely & by-product. In the course of these
remarks I quoted the epigram of a young English methemetician (M. H. A, Newman
of St. John's College, Cambridge): "The difference between Cambridge =nd
Princeton is that Cambridge is a seat of learning whereae Princeton is an
educationel institution”. 1 think the distinction is a just one and that any
other American University could be substituted for Princeton without essential
change.

Here in Princeton the scientific fund which we owe largely
to you and your colleagues on the General Education Board, is having an in-
fluence in the right direction and I think our new mathematical building which
is goirg %t se devoted entirely to research and sdvanced instruction will ealso
help considerably. 1 think my methematical institute which has not yet
found favor may turn out to be one of the next steps. Anyhow it seeme to me
to fit in with the concept of & ﬂ.ot learning.

With thanks for your kind letter,

Yours sincerely,

Oewnld Tahlan.
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAsST 72ND STREET
New Yorx CiTy

January 27, 1930

Dear Professor Veblen:

Thank you very much for your kind note.
I agree with you absolutely.

And now I should like to ask another
auestion. That would American scholars and sci-
entists do if some fellow or some foundation set
up & "sure enough" institution of learning? 1Is
it necessary to carry the mill-stone of the college
about the neck of the graduate school?

With 211 good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen M ﬂ"‘""""ﬂ

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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¥r. Abraham Flexner,
150 Bast 72nd Ctreet,
New York City, N. Y.
Dear Ur. Flexner:

I hope that someone will set up & sure enough seat
of learning. I insist on the word "seat"™ rather than "institution".
When it is donec it will of course get the same mixed reception that
ell other academic enterprises receive. But I think we are now far
enough along in civilization to be able to make it & success,

¥ith many thanks for your kind letter,

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

January 29, 1931

Dear Professor Veblens

I should be delighted to lunch with
you and your colleasues Monday, but, if this is
not entirely convenient, I wonder if you would
not dine with me Sunday evening at the Princeton
Inn, for I now find that I can go to Princeton
Sunday afternoon. Unfortunately, as things
happen in this awful tomn, I mst be back in
New York Monday evening,

With 211 good wishes and great aporeci-
ation,

Sincerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen L hosil v Baieriin

58 Battle Road F.S. Send your reply to
Princeton, ¥. J. me, care Princeton Inn, for I
leave New York this noon. A.T,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42N0 STREET
NEW Yomrk. N. Y.

January 26, 1931

Dear Professor Veblens

Thank you for your letter of December
23, I am expecting to be in Princeton on
Monday, February 2, I wonder if I can see
you them. I shall stop at the Princeton
Inn,

With all good wishes and kind regards,

Veéry sinceraly yours,

Ll Thnt

Professor Oswald Veblen
Department of Mathematics
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

A¥:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

January 15, 1931
Dear Profiessor Veblen:
Returning to town, I find yours of

December 23, Thank you very much for your warm
epproval. I am hoping in the nesr future to go
to Princeton so as to heve en opportimity to talk
with you end a few others who ere interested in
the upbuilding of en institution exclusively devoted
to higher learning,

Very sincerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen M jlbvw

Princeton University
Princeton, Newpersay

AF; ESB
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June 10, 1930,

Dr. Abrehem Flexner,
150 Bast 72nd Street,
New York, N. Y.
Dear Dr. Flexner:

1 was very wmuch pleased and interested to read in the
Sunday newspaper that you are really goling to establish a seat of learning
somewhere in this neighborhood. I realise now what you were thinking
about when you wrote to me last Jaauary.

I wish it could be arranged somehow or other that your
Institute could locate itself in the borough or township of Frinceton
so that you could use some of the facilities of the University snd we

could have the benefit of your presence.

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen.
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72nD STREET
NEW YORK CITY

July 7, 1930

Deer Professor Veblen:

Returning to New York for a few daye
from Europe before going to Cenzda for the summer, I find
your very cdind note of June 10, I cemmot tell you how
deeply I mppreciate your irnterest end cobperation, but
there is an smusine side to your little note. You say,

#Y reslige now wvhat you were thinking gbout when you wrote
to me last Jenuary.® It seems incredible, but the fact

is that this whole desvelopment has talcen place since t%f
Tipst of Merch, My letfsr in January was due to the fact
that I was getting ready for publication the Rhndes Lectures
on Universities.

I do nope that the most cordisl snd sympa-
thetic relstions will be established between the proposed
Ingtitute and the scholars of Princeton.

With 211 good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Professor Qewzld Veblen
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESH

] .
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LOUIS BAMBERGER
President of the Board

MRS, FELIX FULD
Vice-President

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
T reasurer

FRANK AYDELOTTE

ESTHER S. BAILEY

Asisiant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director af the Institute

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ano MAS. FELIX FULD. 1930) TRusTass

FRANK AYDELOTTE
f0CAR S BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAMAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MAS. FELIX FULD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
HERBEAT H LEHMAN
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORP
HERBERNT H. MAASE
FLORENCE R. SABIN
FERCY § STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42npD STREET
NEW YORK. N Y

December 26, 1930

Professor Oswald Veblen
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

My dear Professor Veblens
Your very kind letter of the
to Mr. Flexmer
twenty-third has been received while he
is ont of the city. I shall bring it to
his attention upon his return next month,
and I am sure he will commmicate with
you promptly.

Very truly yours,

._A - 7 ! L5

/i



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 33 / Veblen, Oswald -- Flexner, Simon and Flexner, Abraham, Correspondence
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

oevome., (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ano MRS FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER NORARY G FRANK AYDELOTTE
President of the Board i ma::. BAMBERGER
Viee-President NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEXIS CANREL
ALANSON . HOUGHTON ABRAMAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FPRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
T rezsurer JONHN . MARDIN
: : ALANBOM B. HOUGHTOM
FRANK AYDELOTTE HERBERT H. LENMAN
:lu:m me 25' 1931 SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
S HERBERT M. MAASS
Ansistant Secretary
FLORENCE R. SABIN
SR PERCY 8 STRAUS
ABRAMAM FLEXNER R (Mo WD
Director of the Imatitute

Dear Professor Veblen:

How can I thank you sufficiently for the pains you have taken to
write me so fully and in your own hand? I heve merely glanced through your
memorandma, for since my return from Burope I have besn almost absolutely
overwhelmed with czlls ané current correspondence, and I have a2lso had to
go West to see ry oldest brother who has been desperately ill, Your memo-
randwa is one of many which I shall tale to Canesda with me next week and
which I shall read and reflect upon with the greatest care. I don't want
to comment on it now, for I am trying to keep my mind from crystallizing
until I have read others from various sources. I see, thoush I am sure
less clearly then you do, the difficulties inherent in any form of mansge-
ment. We canmot in this country adopt either the Qerman or the English
gystem in its entirety. I wonder if we cennot evolve something new, namely,
2 board consisting of (1) a few men of affeirs who would be interested in
financing the institution, (2) a group of scholars holding important posts
in other institutions, (3) a similar grown of professors in the Institute
iteelf, TWould not three such groups check and stimmlate one another?

I should propose to put the director on a par with the professors
as to ealary, social position, and everything else. Ee could tims be made
to feel his ploce as an academic individual, not & public or executive per-
sonage. An arrangement of thds sort could be tried experimentally,that
ig embodied in by-laws, easily subject to chanse in favor of something more
workable.

As I wish the institution always to be small, the influence of the
academic groupe should be decisive.

Tarn this over in your mind, and drop me & line upon this or any
other idea that occurs to you.

I &m leaving for Cenada July 1 to remein away until the niddle
of September, ly address will be Vaznetawan, vie Burice Fzlls, Ontario, Canads.
I shall certainly s=e you for further conference before any steps are taken
in the early auwtumn,

With all good wishes and very profound appreciation,
Sincerely yours,

e bk Ton 5
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SEHON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBENGERN Axp MRS, FELIX FULD, 1930) TRusTESS
LOUIS BAMBERGER orrices FRANI AVENEOTSS
President of the Board EDGAR : BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 4280 STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
Vico-President NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEXIS CARREL

SAMUEL t; LEIDESDORF :oun n nm.- ™
FRANK AYDELOTTE WERBERT M. LEMMAN
Secrelooy Magnetewsn, SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
ESTHER 8. BAlLEY ﬁ‘ Bm'k' m:ls HERBENT H. MAASS
Asbiant »
Secmtary 10. Ganada rwua:u':.:::m
ABRAMAM FLEXNER July 16, 1831 LEWIS M. WRED
Director of the Institule

Dear Professor Vsblan:

Meany thenks for your kind letter. Plesse write me whenever
the spirit moves you. T em brdoding over your vrevious letter end meny
others dealing with the same subject.

One of the points thet hss been worrying me you touch upon,
namely, the length of the university terms. Our present Americen errenge-
ment, & short term until Christmes, a short intervel, a long siege wntil the
middle of Mey or the first of Jume with a short Baster vacetion, is not good,
certeinly not in the greduste reelm. Qur difficulty is, however, climstic,

for the Americen summer is s poor ome for working, though I have myself
elmost inveriably spent part of my summer in work - but then I go two hundred
miles north of Toronto in search of a decent climete. Perhaps, we shall have
to do some experimenting before we hit upon the idesl errengement. Certain
it is thet at the level &t which we are considering matters men ought to have
large gobs of leisure - both students end staff et not infrequent intervals.

I shall see you in the fall - and I hope to hear from you
before then - but in any case I shall have a second memorsndum for you and
your essociates to play upon by the time I return to New York, sey, the
middle of September,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

ggﬁ:;;;r i L e -L‘(I‘v\-ih'(_n«-...___ j-(,-k,‘_ﬂwﬁ-.-’"‘ i

Fencock County
Maine

AF:ESR
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET
NEW Yonk. N. Y.

November 28, 1931

Dear Professor Veblens

I have been going forward with thinking
and interviewing since I last saw you, and I have
now reached the point where I would like to see you
again sometime at your convenience. Are you lﬂfa].y
to be coming to Wew York within the na:l:t few weelsy "
If not, I shall take a day, if you p?mit. and zo ¥
to frincaton to have a conference with you.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

B LI Glde Ty

Prijceton, New Jersey

”"? ek
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LOUIS BAMBENGER
MRS, FELIX FULD
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON

SAMUEL D. LEIDESOORF
Treasurer
1RA A. SCHUR
Awatent Trearurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE

ESTHEA 8. BAILEY
Asubiant Secretary

Disector of the Inatitute

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MAS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRusTEES

FHANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXMER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MAS. FELIX FULD

JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTOM

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42nD STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

CASLE ADDRESS 1 VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

December 9, 1931

Dear Professor Veblen:

Tet me thanikc you most heartily for your great
kininess to me yesterday. I had meant fo bring with me
2 confidential report submitted to the Trustees at their
last meeting. I wonder if you could find time to glance
throush it and make any suggestions that occur to you.

You can write on the margin or the back or dictate or treat
it in eny way that is easiest for you before returnings it
to me.

¥ith 211 good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

4.7

Professor Oswald Veblen
Princeton University
Princeton, M¥ew Jersey

T:ESB
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December 15, 1931.

Dr, Abraham Flsxner

The Institute for Advanced Stuly
100 ©“ast 42nd Street

New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am very much obliged to you for letting me see your con=
fidential report which I return to you herewith. As you already
know, I find myself in caompl te agreement with your program. The
only points I cen think of to eritize are perhaps not really points
of difference.

You intimate that you would not go ahead in a particular field
if you were not able to get "the right man", My belief is that in most
fields, there are sufficiently meny good men so that you cen surely get
a man of the right sort, For example in mathematice, if you cannot se=-
oure the man whom you have picked out and whom I agree is the best first
choice, there are a number of others vho are surely as good and who may,
in fact, be better.

As I think I wrote last summer, it seems to me that The Johns
Hopkins would have held out longer if departments had not so often
been built around ome man, I am inclined to think that you will accomp=-
1lish more by getting a strong group than by means of outstanding in-
dividuals, Of course I mean that you ought to get the most outstand-
ing individuale that you can, but not meke too much depend upon any
one such person. 2

Another possibls point of difference is that I wuld not be so
afraid as you some times seem to be of "the dead hand". Your program
is experimental only in its details, The general idea is perfectly con-
servative and is regarded as sound by every competent judge, Therefore
I don't see why you should not mmke your arrangements as permanent as
you know how to make them. I have heard this talk about not tying the
hands of future generations from so many of the people whom I know you
would disagree with, that I hope you do not mean it to =spply to any=-
thing accept rather unimportant parts of your program,

I hope to see you again and here more about your program out in
California,

Yours sincerely,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

arrnic
. (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBEAGER awD MRS. FELIX FULD. 1830) TRUSTEES
Louls
mﬂmlm TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR 5. BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42nD STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
Vice-President NEW YORK. N. Y ALEXIS CARREL
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON e ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: WANSTITUTE NEW YORX JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL 0. LEIDESDORF MRS, FELIX FULD
s u’;“ JOHN R. HARDIN
. " ALANSON 0. HOUGHTOM
- “M“L rrasaner HENBERT H. LEHMAN
orTe SAMUEL 0. LEIDESDORF
 Seom December 16, 1931  wemuenr u. uarss
ESTH LEY FLORENCE R. SABIN
Ak Sacaii PENCY §. STRAUS

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H. WEED

Director af the Insbtate

Dear Professor Veblen;

Many thanks for your very kind letter of December 15. I
bave no doubt that you are right, that there are several very able men
in every one of the fields, and that having selected a field we shall
somehow find the men. I am sure that you are right, that one man is
not enough, He is only the nucleus., The Princeton mathematical "set"
is unguestionably under modern conditions the correct conception.

Final 1y, I hardly lmow what to say as to "the dead hand", as
you call it, President Gilman used to say that every generation needed
a new start, However, this will have no effect at all upon what I
do, I should not be surprised if fifty years hence the Institute were
less important then it 1s at this moment, partly becaunse other institutions
willl, I hope, have improved, partly because it may itself sag, but the
point is of no importance, since we shall act precisely as if the thing
could be kept at maximm efficiency.

Whenever you know your Celifornia address, let me have it.
In the last event, you conld send me an air letter or telegram fram Califor-
nia to my office, and, even if I had left, it wounld be forwarded to me.

You have been so kind and so helpful that - will you believe
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Professor Veblen December 16, 1931

it - you even haunt my dreams, for the pther evening, while I was oprobably
sleepinz soundly, I had a conference with you, though the next morning I was
muneble to recover any part of it,

With 211 good wishes and profound sppreciation, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen
Princeton University é f =
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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LOUIS BAMBERGER ERCROARY, B FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
PRI s 100 EAST 42nD STREET LOUIS RAMMIRGRS
Vice-Presideni NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEX|S CARREL
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF MRS, FELIX FULD
Treasurer JOHN R. HARDIN
1RA A. SCHUR January 4, 1932, ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. LEHMAN
FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
ESTHER §. BAILEY FLORENCE R. SABIN
Secretary PERCY S. STRAUS

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H. WEED

Director of the Institule

Dear Prof'essor Veblen:

Therk you very much for yours of the lst. Should mything occur to
you in the course of your travels that has sny besring whatsoever upon our pro-
Ject, please let me have the advantege of it for I lean upon your judgment,
experience, and symoathy.

I am delighted that Birkhoff''s paper was so excellent. I have not yet
reached the point of a final choice snd shall not/ until I have had snother
opportunity of speaking with you, which I shsll seek when I reach the Coast,

I plen et present to leave New York January 16th, stopping at Colorado
Springs to visit & young Barnard Professor who is there recovering from tuberculo-
sis. I shall be st Pasadena shortly efter the 20th snd shall communicate with
you quite promntly.

I am delighted that you find the automobile s comfortable and satisfactory
method of transportetion. If I had time and compeny, I might follow your example
but, alas, I have neither,

With New Year greetings to you, your wife, and your father, whom I hope

to have the pleasure of meeting,

AF; ANK . Always siﬁcarely,
Prof'essor Oswald Veblen

¢/o President E. 0. Lovett

ice Institute G ) j’;

Houston, Texas
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER Ano MES. FELIX FULD, 1930)

TEMPORARY OFFICES

TRURTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE

President EDGAR §. BAMBENGER
MRS, FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42nND STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
Vice-President NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEXIS CARREL
AL B ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Chairman CABLE ADDNESS : VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF MRS, FELIX FULD
Treasuresr JOHN R. HARDIN
IRA A, SCHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Treasurer HERDENT M, LEHMAN

FRANK AYDELOTTE

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

ESTHER S. BAILEY 1Pr11 5' 1932 :wnmu“;n.-m
Assitant Secretary PERCY 8. STRAUS

AR i TR LEWIS M. WEED
Director af the Inatitute

Dear Professor Vebleng

I shall probably sail for Eurcope on April 22 on the
8.8, Augustus, landing at Nice eight or tem days later, that is
about May 1. Would you be good enouzh to cable me a& soon as
poseible where yon will be at that time, for I should like to
confer with you before I take any further steps? Address your
cable Vanstitute,lew York.

I hope that you and lirs, Veblen are thoroushly enjoying
your voyage and are having a gpod time.

Yesterday I had the pleasure of having Professor Courant
at luncheon. We had with us the other members of the Princeton
£Toup. You were very mch missed,.

I am glad for your salte that you are out of the country.
™ The financial depression contimues, and it is impossible heare in
Yew York Yo escape the prevailing zloom. I shall be glad to
get away even thoush I may encounter abroed conditions worse than
these that exist here,
Please zive my warmest zreetings to your wife and

bellieve me
Ever sincerely,

Professor Oswald Veblen ﬂx«uf-ﬂ&-& I3 M
Brown Shipley & Company



PLazZA ATHENEE

PARIS

L*‘j/ 7/61__

P ey My al)
ﬁ(f“}"/{"‘* Lalioe s0 A - F A\.,k,(‘z
(ey 7/ o 20 5;.,\.,_,_2 S W




e Office of the reoto/acny es/SoSS Vebler ald - ls(ersmn d exne ‘Abraham, Correspondence
e Shelby White and Leon iuﬁefoM /anced Study, Pi

,9—{:.--.&:'. u-cza(-._a &»Jﬂ (;'pa—-él_
PR S @mé___z Seel La_l;é. ﬂ(f._:v:ﬁi

J—re ). PR ent I""‘""A“'f' {c’f"“--\f
mf;o‘%m}mir{e.dg)%é

Vi 5

oA Herr




F R REBETEZ
BROS

ADREZANE TELLSRASHITUE

WESTMINETER - MICE
THLEBH 2407 3403 TN L‘;y&l——



/Bo» .,
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, " Insituto for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ USA

,e‘_u-j fon Ao ad J_-.,WLM; Fz.
ap e etods Lo ""‘-‘c‘t"*ﬁ—\.-—v: Ao og
A Al

O XY s ‘--'sv——[z he Coon g

/ alr /a-. -~ d-l-{._‘_.,_‘- : e

—"

4-[—._../4._.____ /E‘-ﬂf —

ind Flexner, Abraham, Correspondence T ———



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 33 / Veblen, Oswald -- Flexner, Simon and Flexner, Abraham, Correspondence
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

LONDON.
23rd May 1932.

Dear Professor Veblen,

I was very deeply distressed this morning to receive
from Peofessor Weyl a letter telling me of the sudden death of
his Father. I had planned to leave London the day after
to-morrow going to Paris, thence to Gottingen. Professor
Weyl tells me that he will be in Gottingen at the end of the
present week or next week. I have several courses between
which I can choose. I am going to Paris where I shall be a
week. I could come from there to Gottingen arriving towards
the end of next week, or if you think it wiser I can go to
Vienna for a few days, thence to Berlin for a week, thence
to Géttingen. I want, however, particulrly to be in
Gotthgen while you are still there. Will you wire me to the
Guaranty Trust Company, Paris, advising me which course to
pursue?

Please give my warmest greetings to your wife, and

Believe me, always sincerely,

4
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, AGENDA OF THE CONFERENCE

The purpose of the conference is to consider how Science Service
| 5 may further its purpose of making science better known and appre-
| ®- cisted by the general public and contribute its share in advancing
; modern civilization.

Science Service is the institution for the popularization of science,
organized in 1921 as a non-profit corporation with trustees nominated
by the National Academy of Sciences, the National Research Council,
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and the
E. W. Scripps Estate and the journslistic profession.

Round-Table, Library, Building of the National Academy
of Sciences and National Research Council

3 " three to five o'clock
Five minute talks:

iﬁ'“)l st X ot sy, Dr. Karl ToCompton, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
| Gt . Dr. Edwin G. Conklin, Princeton University

Dr. Simon Flexner, Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research
Dr. Frank B. Jewett, Bell Telephone Laboratories
*  Mr. A. H. Kirchhofer, Buffalo Evening News
Dr. John C. Merriam, Carnegie Institution of Washington
Dr. A. A. Noyes, California Institute of Technology
M:r. Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-Howard Newspapers
Dr. E. B. Wilson, Harvard University School of Public Health

General Discussion

Dinner, National Press Club Auditorium
half after seven o'clock
Addresses:

Dr. John H. Finley, New York Times
Dr. Robert A. Millikan, California Institute of Technology
H. G. Moulton, Brookings Institution
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Herrn rrofessor Oswald Veblen,
Pension Wunderlich,
Friedlaenderweg 11,

GSttingen.

Lear rrofessor yeblen:

1932.

I reached Berlin last night and spoke with my
wife over the telephone. I also found another cable here. The news
from America is not good; so that I do not know just what my future
movements will be.

This moning I called at the Kultusministerium
in order to meet my old friends there , and saw Professor Windelband
and Professor von Rottenburg. As a result 1 have written a letter
to Professor weyl, copy of which I enclose. I hope that you will
understand that I mentioned him simply because 1 could not possibly
see these men and refrain from answering their guestions in a candid
and a straightforward manner.

T neglected in writing you regarding terms and
conditions to say that there will be no difficulty about the
assistance etc. that you would need. I have the feeling that you
ought to postpone writing to misemhart yptil 1 have myself seen
him. I cannot tell you how anxious I am that every step . take shall

be marked by the utmoet courtesy and comnsideration for you and for
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those at frinceton and elsewhere who have been so largely inter-
ested in the Institute and who have helped me so freely and
generously.
Flease remember me to your wife and
Believe me,

Always Sincerely yours,

Clod..  Thrceiy
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4th June 1932.

Herrn Frofessor Hermann Weyl,
Lath matisches lnstitut,
GS8ttingen.

Dear Yrrofessor .eyl:

Un reaching Hamburg, I rcceived a cable
containing very dist essiny; news about a member of my wife's
family . As my wife is in Viennn, I therefore came here immeciately
80 as to be in easy reach of her if matters became more serious.
1l cannot at the moment therefore say what my future course will be.
This morning I called on my old friend Profes-
sor wsindelband at the Kultusministerium, and he quite naturally asked
me what I was doing in respect tq the lnstitute. Our relations have
been so intimate and confidential that it seemed npcessary for me to
say that among other places I had visited GSttingen and that I had
talked with you, for Prof. Windelband already knev that 1 am inter-

3 ested in & school of mathematics. 1 told him, however, that we had
come to no conclusion and that you would take no steps without con-
ference with him and the other proper authorities in the Kultusmini -
sterium. I hope that you will understand that I had to be candid
with Prof. Windelband on the basis of our long end intimate friend -
ship. However, you are in nc way involved for 1 told Lim that you

had said you would do nothi:g and come to no conclusion until you
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had consulted freely with the multusministerium.

Even if you should decide vith the approval of the
authorities hcre to come to America, work would not be possible
before the autumn 1933. 1f you should decide in the affi:mative,
andif your wife should wish to come with you to America during the
coming wintexr, while you are at Swarthmore College, in order to have
time end opportunity to decide on questions of living arrangements,
I am sure thet the Trustees of tue Institute for Advenced 8Btudy
would be happy to pay your wife's travellin,; expenses.

After you heve spoken with Frof. v*indelbend and others,
I will if you so desire w.ite you & letter setting rorth the terms
and conditions which we discussed the other day. ieanwhile I have
spoken very freely with Pirof. ¥eblen, who has been in my confidence
from the beginning, and you can‘speak vith him as freely as you choose;
in order that he may thoroughly understand 1 am sending him a copy
of this letter.

Yhetever happens, 1 am delijghted to have made your

scquaintance and I am most hopeful that some arrangement cen be made.

¥ith warm regards and sll .ood wishes,

dincerely yours,
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- Laknkof FreedricKstrasse Your letter of June 5th reached me this morning.
%ymsfm&a@.fm" ta Toyd
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sse Ja I have had a long interview with our friend
Gegrindet 1564

.Dedr #rofessor Veblen :

timai

and he is "Feuer und Flamme dafiir", to use his
own words as we parted.The matter is, however, much the same as
yours since he must first take into his confidence his associates
here and straighten the thing out with Milliken with whom he heas
no definite understanding but who rather expects him to come again.
It is,therefore,of the highestiimportance that negotiations should
be treated in strictest confidence, and 1 have promised him to
say nothing to any one until he has had an opportunity to arrange

‘ matters.

I am glad to know that Weyl is inclined to
consider the matter favorably. 1 see no inherent difficulty about
making a start when he finishes at Swarthmore . It simply imposes
upon us the necessity of arranging for working and living quarters;
as for the latter, the Princeton Inn would probably suffice for the
rest of the year.

The news from America is not good. I have had
daily cables , one darker than the other, and I am in daily tele-
fonic commnication with Mrs. Flexner. Indeed, I had proposed to
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drop things here and go to her in vienna for she is a good deal

disturbe%’but she insisted that I should not do this but should
rather finish my work in Berlin. I hope to go to Vienna tonight
where I shall be at the Hotel Bristol, Altes Haus, until next
Saturday at least. I will let you know by telegram what my next
move will be.
Hemember me warmly to your wife and

belieye me,

 _:_E§er sincerely yours,

e W

_O87T
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GUARANTY TRUST COMPANY
5 Place VendSme

PARIS. JUNE ISTH. I932

‘s

PROFESSOR O. VEBLEN
Pension Wunderlich
Friedl&ndereeg II

GOTTINGEN
——————— Germany

Dear Professor Veblen,

The illness in my wife’s family has terminated fatelly. I had
therefore to leave Berlin and go to her at Viemna. Her physician,
Professor Eiselsberg, insisted that she go to Gastein ss I stayed
with her a week, took her to Gastein and then myself,in consequence,
am forced to return to America to-morrow on the Bremen, so I cannot
see you and Professor Weyl again at this time.

I have your two notes of June the 5th, and June the I2th. Please

thank your wife for her excellent copy. I find on comparing it

with the letter I wrote in Berlin to America,that in writing to

America, I placed the pension at 7500 dollars. I am quite willing

to abide by the letter which I wrote to youm if the difference is

of any importance to you ,though it would be simpler for me to make

the pension one half the full salery. I am sorry that I made this
error, but writing without & secretary &nd relying on my memory st

a time of considerable worry must be my excuse. However, be absolutely
candid with me on the subject. B T

I am immensely interested in the sketeh ‘which you sent me in your
letter of June the 5th. At the moment I will not try to discuss
all the details because certain questions arise in my mind regarding
some items in reference to which I want to talk with you. You nmay
however be perfectly certain that I will put your case to Eisenhart
with all possible persuasiveness and I have no doubt that he will
agree that it is right for you to accept. I can arrange also that
the Institute take over the salary of Vanderslice (I000 dollars).
The other details,we can agree upon in the autumn when we meetjbr
I shall try to go to Canada as soon a8 I set in order my wife’s
affairs in New York. You may be assured, however, that details like
secretary, books, publicationd, will be provided for,as well as
else that is needed in order to make the Institute as good
as it can possibly be made.
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I wish however to guard against attempting everything at once;though
neither of us is young, time for reflection and growth is necessary and
there is that we can learn from the experience of the Rockefeller
Institute which we can freely draw. They have had a good deal of
experience in some of the matters you mention,which will save us from
making mistakes st the outset.

I have had in writing a favorable and enthusiastic response from
Berlin, but it must be kept absolutely confidential until groper
explanations have been made to the Berliner Academy end tee Millikan.
I hope therefore that you will proteet this information completely. I
look forward with the keenest interest and the utmost confidence to
our @ssociation. Perhaps at Zurich, you will get suggestions or see
people whowwe msy want as our scheme develops.
With all good wishes and warmest greetings to you and your wife,

I remain,

Every sincerely,

O’ Fhed zar

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
AF/AH

7—.7:.44\.-_.4 AM
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== WESTERN UNION

(THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY)

CABLEGRAM -,

ANGLO-AMERICAN TELEGRAPH Co, LD. CANADIAN NATIONAL TELEGRAPHS.

[4r

RECEIVED AT 22 GREAT WINCHESTER STREET, LONDON, E.C.2. (Tel. No. London Wall 0800.) 1252 i1 25 PM 4 5=

237G PRINCETON NJ 23 25

Denver, Cal. 8 hours

Vancouver 0 hours,

Fime of filing /s mot shows on cibie fefter @essagen Time difference Chart on appiication.

WLT OSWALD VEBLEN 380 O

BROWN SHIFLEY LONDON,
FOUNDERS COURT, E.Ce

Winnipeg 7 hours.

HAVE TALKED WITH THOSE CONCERNED AND THEY APPROVE

examples ;—New York § hours.  Chicago 7 hours.

is LOCAL STANDARD TIME which differs from Beitlah Summer Time by an

CONGRATULATE YOU HEARTILY LOOK FORWARD TO BIG THINGS,

San Francisco 0 hours.  Montrea) § hours.

EISENHART,

additional hour, as in the following

When shown, the Filing time
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RADIOGRAMM

RADIO-AUSTRIA A.G.
‘ Wien, L, Renngasse 14

JAnten"

Die Daten im dienstlichen Eingange des Telegrammes bedeuten:
yune des Aufgabeamtes — 2 Telegrammnummer — 3. Wortzahl — 4. Aufgabetag — 5. Aufgabezeit.
JA

RADIO AUSTRIA
rw’)

|1L 4

5 NEWYORK 26”28 1103

NLT VEBLEN CARE MENGER FUCHSTHALLIRGASSE 2 VIENNA =
MATTER YOUR APPOINTMENT SETTLED INCLUDING HIGHBR
PENSION HOW ABOUT MISS JONES NO NEWS FROM WEYL HAVE

YOU ANYTHING FURTHER +

e ————.

ﬁﬁ'\.D!OBﬁIEFf

freien Vermerk . Anten” oder .via Radio®

Bitte bezeichnen Sie das Antwortfelegramm mit dem gebiibren-
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RADIO-AUSTRIA A. G., WIEN, L, RENNGASSE 14
Rascheste und sichere Beforderung von Radiogrammen

VIA RADIO
ALLEN LANDERN DER WELT

ausgenommen Schweiz, Tschechoslowakei, Ungarn
Spezialdienst: Besonders verbilligte Brieftelegramme Im Uberseeverkehr
Die Wortgebiihren sind die gleichen wie im Drahtverkehr

Radiogramm-Aufgabe
(1.) Unmittelbar bei unsararn eigenen  Tele-
graphenamt, Wien, |, Renngasse 14
(2.) Nach Vereinbarung talephnnlach durch Anruf
der Seriennummern :

Uu-25-5-40
(3.) Bei jetfem Telegraphen-Amt mit dem tax-
frelen Vermerk ..Via Radio" oder . Anten*

Radiogramm-Zusteliung

(1.) Durch unsere eigenen Boten
(2.) Telephonisch (nach Vereinbarung)

Auf Wunsch

Kreditierung der Telegrammgebiihren gegen nach-
trigliche monatliche Abrechnung;
Vereinbarung besonderer Aufgabe- und Zustellungs-
modalitdten

Illo Uolhun Amunﬂr Sofort tele honisch (U-25-5-40 Serie) oder in unseren

| Biiros, |,

enngasse 14, oder durch Besuch unseres Vertreters

Beirn Telewaphenam ..Ulel'l Radio*, |, Renngasse 14, liegen folgende Code-Worterbiicher

2ur allgemeinen Benlitzung auf: ABC 6 th und 6 th Ed., Bentiey, Marconi,

osse, Peterson, Western-Union

Die drahtlose Befdrderung von Telegrammen ist
die gebiihrenfreie Weisung gesetzt wird:,,Via

psichert, wenn vor die Adressa
adio” oder ,,Anten”

gmis uazuasey usziosaflysa) op guepoun) uapuy uwafumnBoappaxn |

Sungaomjuniap 319008 Jawwy s auey aunueafaga | vavagaiaagy funjjaysag :@mpo funiepigiay anz
SYf AP YIRPYRISUIY JRYDK[[asaN) aip Juwjuiagn funupiouaydesop ) sop uounwmsag uap gruan
Jpmalaqe oo v spnsny-olpuy 1ap uaieiuy vayssiydrfia@iolpes app saqp apuvEny wap Jpw
saayoasauayduafagp ] wap [0 W2 pam uOELaZUOY UEMD TuniaEaisapung Jap UoA Jap Suulg W]
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBENGER ANG MRS. FELIX FULD, 1830)

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42nD STREET
NEW YORK, N Y.

CABLE ADDRESS ! VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

Disector of the Instituie
Dear Professor Vebleng

June 30, 1932

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S BAMBERGENW

ALEXIS CARWEL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MRS. FELIX FULD
JOHMN R. HARDIN
ALANEON B. HOUGHTOM
HERBERT M. LEMMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLONENCE R. SAEIN
FERCY §. STRAUS
LEWIS M. WEED

I have yours of the 18th, and I hasten to reassure you on the

subject of the pension, namely, that I shall abide by the understandings which

we reached at GBttingen and respecting which my memory simply failed me when

I made the memoranéum for use in New York:

so dismiss that from your thoughts.

Eisenhart ané Mr., Duffield were most cordial, so that I am sure,

g0 far from alienating the Princeton folks, they feel honored that we are bezinning

with one of their men amongs dthers.

onr Treagurer.

in town is gloomy bPeyond anything I have ever kmown.

I have since returning to New York gone over our finances with

We are in perfectly somnd conditionm;

but the general feeling
Yobody seems to kmow what

will happen, and there was evidently & more serious danger than I had suspected

that the country might be forced off the gold standard.

have passed,

, confidently count.
should Weyl accept - with the necessary assistants, assistance, ete.
I think we should play & welting game,

brother last night, He thinkes that my attitude is sound and wise,

That danger appears to
However, I wich to play safe and not at the outset to undertake
& budget exceeding one~third of the income upon which it now seems that we may

This will enable us to take care of you, Einstein, and Weyl -

Beyond that

I discussed the whole situation with my

In your

further thought bear in mind that this is primerily a research institution, and
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e

Prof. Veblen Jume 30, 1932 2

a teaching institution only in so far as a few disciples are gssembled by each
important worker. Anyone who desires contact with a larger group can get it,

g0 Eisenhart assures me, with the Princeton graduate group. We need at the top
in each subject a few men of proved eminence, The mumber of men whom we will wigh
to keep permanently will, as at the Bockefeller Institute, be relatively small,
Mfore the second string of men ousht to be young and not so highly salaried
that it is impossible for them to accept offers from other institutions. We can
of couree always keep anyone we want by reising his salary and improving bis situa-
tion, but to do this we must preserve the possibility of promotion; and this can

hardly be done if there is a second group as highly salaried as you proposed in your

memorandim.

Our contribution, in other words, will be made in two ways: (1) by
the work of the staff and students; (2) by sending out younger men of superior
training to teke posts as they open uwp in other institutions., The top posts can
be kept o attractive that we cen count guite certalnly upon being able to fill
them with the best available material whenever a vacancy occurs or some expansion
is decided upon.

I have had a reassuring cable from Mrs., Flexmer, who is at Gasteln
and who will be able to join us in Canada towards the end of July.

The weather here has been hot and mugzy. I am hoping to leave for
Canada next Sundzy or Monday. Thereafter until September 15, when I return to
¥ew York, my address will be Magmetawan, via Burls Falls, Ontario, Canada,

Please give ny warmest greetings to your wife, and believe me
Always sincerely,

P-s. M"‘-A.u— j',_“
Iisenhart was most generous about offerins space for the mathemstical stafs
and for me in Fine Hall, and for the present we will undoubtedly accept his t
lnvita-
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Prof. Veblen June 30, 1932

tion,

I bave taken no one into my confidence except Elsenhart and my
brother, Simon, and no announcement of any kind will be made until after
October 1.

A.¥.

Professor Oswald Veblen
Farnack Haus, Ihnestrasse 16
Berlin-Dahlem, Gprmany

AF; ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

orricEns (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ANt MRS FELIX FULD. 1930) TRUsTIES
Louls maMBERGER
Presidend of the Beard TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDELOTTE
MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42np STREET Louis ::::nm o
Vice-President NEW YORK, N, Y. ALEXIS CARREL
ALANSON B. HOUGHTONM ABDRAMAM FLEXNER
Chairman JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL r;._ LEIDESDORF Magnetawan :‘:“ ‘;‘u" FuLD
. W via Burks Fulls ALANSON 8. m':aurm
Salie Ontario, Canade HERBERT H. LEMMAN
= July 1z, 1932 e
Anatant Secretary FLORENCE R. SABIN
PERCY 5 STRAUS
ABRAMHAM PLEXNER LEWIS 4. WEED

Direcior of the Inatituse
Desr Professor Vablen:

Thenk you for yours of June 28. I note the paragranh which you
quoto,in your letter to Eisenhart. Inassmich ss there is no urgency, the
cuestion which you ruise is one that can be deferred until we have abundant op-
portunity to telk it over emong ourselves and the Princeton people. In general,
starting uoon a new enternrise, I have the feeling that all we can do at the
outset is to define clesrly our goal. Other questions, such as those you touch
upon, need not be settled in advance. We cen consider concrete instances, as they
arise, snd thus perhups in course of time discover the best way of desling with ‘
them,

In enswer to your nuestion es to the dste of announcement I should
say that we shall have to sidestep n definite statement until the autumm,. I
have found that I cen satisfy people's curiosity by saying that we are giving
favoreble consideration to the vicirity of Princeton. lio one has pushed me
bevond thet point. Eisenhart and I have agreed that we will issue e stetement
s close to October 1 es is feasible.

I sm sorry that your motor trip was interrupted. I hope you have
resumed it with better luck.

Meny thenks for the card from Bamberg, which I shall forward to

Mr. Bemberger, who will,I think,be interested in it.
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Professor Veblen July 12, 1932

After ten or twelve pretty unconfortable days in towm we have come
into the woods where it has been cool, but, alas, too reinys Our prayers for
good westher do not seem as yet to have penetrated to the Most High.

Give my wermest greetings to your wife, and believe me

Alweys sincerely,

Professor Osweld Veblen
Erown, Shipley snd Compeny
123 Pall Hell
London, England

AF :ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SFEICEn. (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTERS
LOUIS BAMBERGER '
TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDELOTTE
President of the Board EDCAR 8. BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42nD STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
Vice-President NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEXIS CARREL

ABRAHAM mﬂu !
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MRS, FELIX FULD

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF JOHN R. HARDIN
Treasurer ALANSON B HOUGHTON

FRANK AYDELOTTE Magnetewan, via Burks Fal lSemsesr u. Lewman

ESTHER S, BAILEY Onturio, C da ::::::TBI:I L:l:u.nnn L
Amnvistant Secretary JUI‘.V 21; 1832 FLORENCE n SABIN

PERCY S STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institule

Dear Professor Veblen:

I have two letters from you, one, deted July 7, the other, dated
July 8« The letter of July 7 reports your interview with Professor Einstein and
suggestes two sppointments. The letter of July 8 seems to some extent to cancel
the‘former letter, since you say, "If you get three major appointments through
this summer, you have made a good stert and can well afford to delibersate before
going further."

Nevertheless, I will comment briefly on the two suggestions, though

¢t the moment my heart and mind are more on fishing end sewing logs then on the
Institute for Advenced Study, for after my strenuous days in Europe and New York
I need a thorough rest,.

I have no euthority to take any staps whatscever beyond these with
which you sre al{ea‘y faemilier, nemely, =ppointments of yourself, Professor Einstein,
end Professor Weyl. The Board does not meet until towards the middle of October.
There would therefore be no possibility of carrying through even en urgent matter
in the intervsl.

In respect to Tr. Foster I feel the profoundest sympathy with him
and his Pumily. The situation of highly trained young men of his kind is at this
moment heart-brecking not only in Europe but in Americe. I have had numerous ap-

plications, to which I have made the same reply: There is nothing that the Institute

cen do. The reasons which you give for suggesting his appointment do not seem to



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 33 / Veblen, Oswald -- Flexner, Simon and Flexner, Abraham, Correspondence

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA i w'

Professor Veblen July 21, 1932 2

me conclusive, We should not now or at any other time be moved - even partially
moved - by uny other considerstions than those which led to the estsblishment of the
Institute. There are institutions of a different charscter, end I should do anything
in my power, us I lnow you will, to obtain a post for Dr. Foster in one of them.
Several consideretions would leed me to halt in connection with
Dr. GBdel. We must have some conception of the field we are going to cover, Mathe-
matical logic is mentioned now for the first time., 1Is it or is it not s field which
we should enter? That point requires to be decided first of all. Of course I can
see that the possibility of gottingrér;nt;rfag: sny pert of the general field is elso of
primery significsance, but I should want to kmow whether or not mathematicsl logiec is
one thet grows naturally out of the work we sre undertuking et the outset. In the

second place, ¢ "his Habilitation end first regular teaching ere scheduled for next

year", it seems to me unwise to imterfere with what from his point of view is very
importent. Suopofe he comes to America for s yeear and is not reappointed, where would
he be? Finally, if he were of'fered s lectureship for next yesr, to whom would he
lecture, inssmuch as we have no students snd 40 not contemnlate having any?

I think it extremely importunt that you ere finding out who these
promising young men are and that we can thus be enabled to kesp our eye on them.
Reyond that we cen at the moment do nothing until a few of the preliminaries have been
attended to.

Thank you very much for your kindness in offering to look out for
¥rs. Flexner, ©She spent throe weeks in Gestein and returned tc the cemp at the
beginning of this week, immensely improved in heslth, I am hoping that she may heve
two guiet, restful months here, which will fortify the gains which she made st Gaitein.
The westher has been a little less perfect than ususl, but there have been many days
upon which we could fish or saw or walk through the woods.

Give my warmest greetings to Nrs. Veblem, and believe me, with all good

wishes, Sincerely yours,

Professor Osweld Veblen a/{h_._,{‘___ \ﬁ:'_‘u A

Brown, Shipley end Company
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AnD MRS, FELIX FULD, 1030)

TEMPORARY OFFICES

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE

President
MRS. FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42n0 STREET EDGAN 8. BAMBERGER
Vice-President LOUIS BAMBERGER
AL " TON NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEX!S CARNEL
Chairman ABRAHAM FLEXNER
el WU CABLE ADDWESS : VANSTITUTE NEW YORK :&;:u:t:lmm
T reazurer X FULD
IRA A. SCHUR :?_::.:a":':::
Amistant Trearurer . HOUGHTON
FRANK AYDELOTTE N“l::::'row LEHMAN
. LE1
- .-'-5:::‘ Magnetawan, via Burks Falls HERBERT H. aunw'
Auistant Secretary Ontario, Cenade FLORENGE R. SABIN
ABRAMAM FLEXNER L“‘ult 25, 19382 i :‘ SOy
Directer of the Institute

Dear Professor Veblen:

I have yours of August 12, I am gled that your wife has
extrscted a promise from you thet you will get a complete vacation - and equally
glad that your book is off your hands, I am certain that it will do credit to
you and to Americam science.

Don't bother to change the date of your sailing. There is nothing
to be guined by your arriving in New York prior to October. On the contrary, it
may well be worth your while to attend the meetings both at York and at Zurich on
the lookout for promising material.

We had a charming visit here in the woods from Courant ten days
egoe He spent two days with us end enmtered thoroughly into the simple outdoor
life which we lead up here. He sawed logs, swam, and fished - the last-mentioned
for the very first time in his life, FHis colleagues at GBttingen had written and
telegraphed him about Weyl, and Weyl had told him that he would make no finsl de-
oiaia:*mtn Courent returned. Nothing could have exceeded Courant's kindness and
consideration,

The westher has been good to us this summer, so that we have had
a reelly excellent vacation. I hope that you end your wife are doing =s well by

yourselves,

#ith all good wishes to you both,

Sincerely yours, A ! : f&‘h

Thanks so much for the charming card from you end the l’ollnA -
L]

P.8.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMDERGER AND MAS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42n0 STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

CABLE ADORESS ! VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

October 3, 1932

Assistant Secrtary PERCY §. STRAUS

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Inatitute

Desr Professor Veblens

I sent & wireless to you to the Samaria Saturdsy sskings you
to sece me after you landed today. This morning I called up the Cuneré Line
and learned that the Samarie had docked early this r.on'xing. I assume that
you dicd not get the wireless. Won't you ple=se let me Imow whether you
¢id or not?

I ave a letter from Weyl which I should like to show you before
ansvering it, and I should like 2lso the name of Dr. Vanderslice in full.
I wonder if you could call me by telechone (Ashland 4 - 3775) ané arrange
for an interview in the course of the weelk.

I hope you had & good crossing anéd that you and lrs. Veblen
ere thoroughly well,.

Sincerely yours,

G s

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Ball
Princeton, ¥, J.

A¥;ESB



Records of the Office of the Director / Fac nyFl IB 3:1/v bl , Oswald -- Flexner, Simon and Flexner, Abraham, Correspondence
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Ct for Advanced Stu dy Princeton, L NJ, USA

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y

October 7, 1932

Dear Professor Vebleng

Come to New York on Thursday, October 13,
at noon, and we shall have lunch together,

Won't you make a memorandum of your
railroad expenses, which the Institute will pay?

Very sincerely yours,

;g:e;:;; Oswald Veblen 4.
Princeton University
Princeton, ¥. J.

AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET
NEw York. N. Y

October 10, 1932
Dear Professor Vebleng
I am forwarding to Mr. Msass, Chairman
of the Committee on Site, your letter of October 8.
I assume from your letter that Thursday,
October 13, will be a convenlient date for our talk.
Always sincerely,

Qi T, 5

Professor Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, N. J.

AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADYANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST A2ND STREET
NEw YoRK. N ¥

October 18, 1932
Dear Professor Veblens

You will receive in the course of the
month your checkes for both your September and October
ealary. I shall ask the Treasurer to deduct 5% from
each and forward to the Teachers Insurance and Ammuity
Association with a similar sum from the Institute,

I am returnins your application with a new
blank, so that you can change the date of your appoint-
ment to September 1, 1932,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
Professor Oswald Veblen k. <.
58 Battle Road
Princeton, N. Je
AF:ESB

e 1220 (Hondas ) a7 Roorafthe,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER anD MAS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDELOTTE

President EDGAR &. BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42np STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
Vioo-President NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEXIS CARREL
ALANSON B8 HOUGHTONM ABRAMAM FLEXNER
Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDOR? MRS. FELIX FULD
Ti e JOHN K. HARDIN
IRA A. ECHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Assistand Trearurer HERBERT H. LEHMAN
FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
S October 22, 1932 HERBERT 1. MAASS
ESTHEN §. BAILEY FLORENCE R. SABIN
Asistant Secretary PERCY 8. STRAUS
ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS 1. WESD
Divector of the Institute
Dear Professor Vebleng
I am sending yon herewlith Professor Bohr's
extraordinary letter in reference to Jessen. I hope
very mch that the plan will work out so that he can
be with you at the begimning of our first regunlar year's
worke The Rockefeller stipend would be an ideal ar-
rangement,
With 211 good wishes,
Sincerely yours,
-~ : \-J :
P.S. #1
I have received your pension application this
morning. I shall give it immediate attention. ....
Since dictating the above I have seen the Secretary
of the Teachers Insurance and Anmity Association and
two blanks had to be filled before it could be accepted -
(1) Total monthly premium, (2) When first annuity payment
to be made to you. Mrs. Bailey filled them as follows;
$125.00,and the first day of month following your {Sﬁh
birthday, with the understending that the date offShnmuity
peyment could be chenged with the consent of both you and
the Institute, This is in abcordance with the resolution passed
by the Board at its meeting on October 10, 1932,
P.S. #2

I now find that I can come to Princeton on Saturday to stay for a few days.
This will give me an opportunity to see you and & few others,

P.S. #3, asking Nrs. Balley to semd you a check herewith for your railrosd fare on
Thursday,0ct. 20. A.F.
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CFFICERS

LOUIS BAMBERGER

MRE. FELIX FULD
Vice-President

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Chairman

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER awo MRES. FELIX FULD. 1930)

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42nD STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y,

CADLE ADDRESS . VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR & BAMBERGER
LOUIE BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ADRAMAM FLEXNER
JULIUE FRIEDENWALD
MRS, FELIX FULD

Treasurer JOHN R. HARDIN
IRA A. SCHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Assistant Treasurer MERBENT H. LEMMAN
FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Secretary MERBEAT M. MAASS
ESTHER 5. BAILEY October 26, 1932 FLORENCE R. SABIN
Auniant Secretary FERCY 5. STRAUS
= LEWIS W. WEED
ABRAMAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Professor Veblens

I 80 sorry to say that lMrs, Flexner and I have a dinner
appointment here in New York Friday evening, so that we camnot go to Princeton
until Saturday afternoon. We shall both be there Saturday evening and Sundasy,
and Mrs., Flexner may even stay until late Monday afternoon. I shell hang
around a day or two longer 1f there is anything that I can accomplish by so
doing.

I am returning herewith Fro7essor Wilson's letfer. I do not feel
that I am sufficlently well oriented myself to meke any move in the field of
economics, Of the men whom Wilson mentions I Imow Eotelling personally, but
I think we shall first have to find a leader before we choose subordinates. At
éu:;r rate I shall want at least another year before talking any action in reference
to economics, I see no reason why you should not yourself write Wilson to this
effect.

We have received a zood many letters of the type sent you by Miss
¥cEenney. I do not wish to burden you with answerins ingquiries of this kind,

Ilf they reach you, put them in an envelope and mail them to me or Mre, Balley.
I feel very certain that persons who have not exhausted the opportunities of our

gradnate schools are not going to be the kind of persons you or Professor Einstein



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 33 / Veblen, Oswald -- Flexner, Simon and Flexner, Abraham, Correspondence
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Professor Veblen October 26, 1932 2

wish to select except in very unusual circumstances. The great thing is to
remove from your shoulders zall possible clerical and administrative work, though
you may be absolutely sure that I shall do nothing invelving you positively or
negatively without your authorization.

In a different category is a personsl letter such as you had from
Bohr., TWhile I should be glad to see a letter of that kind, I think you should
answer it yourself.

Give my greetings to your wife, and believe me

Always sincerely,
&
P.S.

A1l this will be mmch sinpler of course after I come domn to Princeton.
A7,

Professor Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB

Pns- #a
Since dictating the above, Mrs, Flemmer and I have spoken of the matfer of

our visit to Priaceton, and inasmmch as you end Mrs, Veblen, Capus and Eisenhart
will all be absent the coming Saturday, we shall defer our visit for a week at

least. I will let you know when we Imow. o
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LOUIS BAMBERGER
Prsident
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ALANSON B HOUGHTOM
Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDOAF
ecirurer
A A, SCHUR
Anatant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE

ESTHER S. BAILEY
Amistani Secriary
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Directer af the Institute
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TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYRELUTES
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JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MRS, FELIX FULD
JOMM B HARDIN
ALANSOM B HOUGHTOM
HERBERT M. LEMMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORNF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN

October 28, 1932 pemcy 5. sTRAUS

LEWIS M. WEED

CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

Dear Professor Veblen:

I am enclosing you a check for the
salary of Mr. Vanderslice for the month of
October, and I am also enclosing a duplicate
of the depoeit slip sent to the Princeton Bank
and Trust Company for you by Mrs, Balley. TYou
will note that the slip contains salary for both
September and October less 5% of each month, which
has been forwarded to the Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Association of America,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

.7

Professor Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, N. J.

AF:ESB
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FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR 5. BAMBERGER
LOUIE BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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HERBERT H. MAASS
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LEWIS M. WEED

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42nD STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORKX

November 3, 1932

Dear Professor Veblen:

Mrs. Flexner and I are now pleming to go
to Princeton November 8th, after voting thet morning. We are ~
hoping to spend the rest of the week there, going to South Orenge

Sundey, November 13th. I feel certein tha% nothing will interfere
with our going end I hope very much that nothing will interfere

with our staying, tut you lmow New York, and it mey be that,egainst
our wishes and inclinetion,one or the other of us msy be called back
before the week is over.

With a1l good wishes to you end Mrs., Veblen,
Ever sincerely,

G. 7,
Professor Osweld Veblen

58 Battle Roed
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/d
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBEAGER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1830)

100 EAST 42nD STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

Chairmen CABLE ADDRESS i VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDONF MRS, FELIX FULD
Treasurer JOHN R. HARDIN
IRA A. SCHURN ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Asiiont Treasurer HERBEAT M. LEMMAN
FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Secretary HERBEAT H. MAASS
ESTHER 5. BAILEY FLORENCE R. SABIN
Amistant Secretary November 14, 1932 PERCY 5. STRAUS
ABRAMAM FLEXNEWN LW (WY
Director of the Institute

Dear Professor Veblen:

In order that there may be no danger that you and I
will get our wires crossed in writing Weyl, I wonder if you would
mind sending me a copy of what you wrote him on the subject of the
avpointment offered. Don't do this if youm have any hesitation
whateoever, and don't please misunderstend, I am simply anxious
that you end I should talk the seame language and mean the same
things.

We enjoyed greatly our meeting you mﬁk‘cmr wife and the
Aydelottes with lir. Bamberger end Mrs. Fuld yesterday. They are
certainly ideal donors, and it will be our fault if we do not achieve
eomething.

Very sincerely yours,

4. #.

Professor Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, ¥. J.

AF:ESE
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MRS. EDWIN M. NORRIS
REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE

e'ﬁgfffﬁﬁiagi%.ss

PRINCETON, N. J.

November 15, 1832.

-
]

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
100 East 42nd Street

New York, N.Y.

¥y dear Dr. Flexner:

I noticed in the "New York Times" that you
ere plsnning to locate the Institute for Adswnced Study in
Princeton and that you hope to ultimately bulld or remain
here permanently 80 I am, as & Real "stste agent in Princeton,
writing to ssk if I may show you some of the properties listed
with my office,.

I am teking the liberty of telling you
about s few of them which I shall be glad to show you. There
are seversl others which I am not including in this letter
but will be glad to show them zlso if you are interested,

If you wish a reference, I am sure that
Professor and lNrs. Veblen snd Dean end ¥rs, Elsenhsrt who
are my personal friends will be gled to give you one. I am
also President of the Princeton Real Estate Board,

The properties are es follows:

No.,l.- 40 scres overlooking the golf course snd close to the
Graduate College end separated from the golf course by Springdsle
Road. There is no definite asking price on this property but

it can be purchased for around $80,000.00 snd perhaps less.
Adjscent to this property on the south and west is a lsrge

tract of land which is for ssle but now without & price on it.
The owner is ppen to an offer.

No. 2, «139 scres situated within ten feet of the Lincoln
Highway and bound on the south by the Mercer Pike and on the
west by the Provinceline Road, It is & beautiful farm with
rich soil and sloping land from a high elevation to lowlands.
It has an 0ld frame colonisl farmhouse snd outbuildings, all
in need of repeir, Price §35,000.00

No., S.- 118 acres on the State rosd to Somerville with a
megnificent view and woodland. It is within five minutes

ride of Nassau Street with a car golng st 30 miles andhour

but the property is so secluded that it might as well be twenty
miles in the mountains. The property is improved by a hamdsome
stone house with modern improvements. There ere 8 rooms on

the ground floor and 5 master bedrooms and 3 mester baths. Also
4 gervants rooms and bath. There is also an old farmers house
in excellent condition, built of stone, s stone garsage with

stalls for 5 cars and a large stable for horses. p.ige ¥200,000.00

656

Resldence Telephone 658
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No. 4. = 40 acres on the Rosedale Hoad with a frontage of

1400 feet and a depth of 1200 feet. This property has a

fine elevation and there 1ls an adjscent farm which 1s

for sale xxk $23,000.00. There is slsoc adjacent a large
trect of land which is held in trust, but the Trustee 1s
subject to sn offer. The price of the 40 acres is § 25,000,00

Ko. 6.~ 88 scres on the Cherry Hill Road within 4 minutes

ride of Princeton by suto going at & speed of 30 miles per
hour. This property 1s to the north of Princeton and is

higher up then the town. Price: subject to offer,

Fo.8.,« 100 acres on Snowden Lane Price: subject to offer.

NO. 9.~ 100 acres on the Ridge Road, with a beautiful view.
The property is improved by s colonial house and outbuildings
in good repsir. Price §52,750.00

No. 10.-« 90 scres on the Pennington Road, improved by frame
house &nd outbuildings with two brooks on property.
Price m,BO0.00

A large tract of land can be bought on the State
Road to Somerville for around {300.00 sn acre.

I hope that I shall have the pleasure of hearing
from you and that I may get an idea of the sort of property
you will be interested in.

Very truly yours,

1723 (0 VR AR

EKatherine H. lNorris
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDID BY LOUIS BAMBERGER anp MAS. FELIX FULD. 1930)

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42np STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y.

CAGLE ADDALSE ! VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

November 15, 1952

Deer Professor Veblen:

I should suppose thet if you write to

Einstein now, you would address him in Berlin, though I heve

haed no letter from him end hence do not know for certsin.

the innals.

Thank you for your stetement regerding
I shell bring it up et the first possible op=-

portunity. Should there be a meeting of the Executive Com-

mittee, it can come up et any time - otherwise it will go

over until the January meeting of the Bosrd,

Professor Oswald Veblem
Depertment of lethematics
Princeton University

Sincerely yours,
{+
.

Princeton, lew Jersey

»/D

ABRAMAM FLEXNER
JULIUS PRIEDENWALD
MRS, FELIX FULD

JOMN B. HARDIN
ALANSON B HMOUGHTON
HERBERT M, LEWMAN
SAMUTL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT M. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS W. WEED
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Dr. Abrahem Flemer
100 East 42nd Street
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flsxner:

During our conversation with Lefschetz about the Annals, you
suggested that I should write to you about the purposal that the IN-
stitute should take out a sustaining membership in the American
Mathematical Society with a view to making a contribution towards
the expense of its publieations, A fair number of universities,
1life insurance companies and industrial concerns are already doing
this but the number of life insurance companiss and industrial con-
cerns has been sericusly decreased by the depression. The mmount
of the subseriptions is at lsast $£100 a year and has some times gone
as high as §500 a year., In view of the purposes of the Institute,
I would suggest giving more than the minimum amount. A clear idea
of what the Institute would receive in direet return can be gained
fran the attached extracts from the by-laws of the American Mathe-
matical Society.

As I understand the outcome of our conversation with Lefschetz
about the Annals, it was that you will recommend a contribution of
$2000 a year by the Institute to the Annals of Mathemmtics. This
amount, it was estimated, will be emough to take tho place of the

. suppart vhich the Annals has hitherto received from the Mathematical
Association of America and from the Rockefeller Foaundation. The
latter support was expected to come to an end at the end of this
acadexmic year in any case.

The contribution to the Annals from Princeton University con=-
sists of $1200 a year mmmme and the relief of one of the professors
from one course of instruetion in order to give him time for his work
on the Annals., One course is approximately one third of a professor's
teaching load.

It was understood that the cover of the Annals would be so
altered to show that it was published under the Jjoint auspices of the
University and the Institute, So far as I can fore-see these re-
sulta, the sustaining membership in the Mathematical Soecl ety and the
suppart of the Annals will be all that we need to in the way of helping
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mathematical periodicals. As Weyl and I indicated last summer,
however, it is not impossible that we may wish to do something
about mathematical books.

I have written to Weyl and Menger. In writing to Einstein
t0 you use the Haberlandstrasse or Kaput address?

My wife mnd I the visit from you snd Mrs, Flexner
very much, Ouf onlyr is that you could not stay over and
enjoy the beautiful weather yesterday and today.

Yours sincerely,

OV/A¥
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ARTICLE V
Election of Members

Sectim 1., Election of members shall be by vote of the
Couneil,

Section 2, There shall be two classes of members, ordinary
and sustaining.

Seotion 3, A firm, corporation, institution, asssociationoor
ind ividual interested in the support of mathematics may be elected
to susteining membership. A sustaining member shell receive both
the Bulletin and the Transactions and shall have the priviledge of
nominating one ar more persons for elegtim by the Council to ordinary
membership in the Society, the number to be detemined by the Council.
Such nominstions shall not be acted upon until at least thirty days
after their presentation to the Council (at & meeting or by mail).

Section 4, Exgept in the cacse of nominees of mustaining
menmbers, application for admission to ardinary membership shall be
maid by the applicant, on a blank provided by the Seceretary, =nd
shall be spproved by two members of the Society. Such applications
shall not be acted upon until at least thirty days after their pre-
sentation to the Council (at a meeting or by mail), except in the
case of mambers of other societies entering under special action of
the Couneil.

ARTICIE VI
Duea

Section 1, Persons elected to ordinary membership in the
Society by the Couneil, under the provisims of Article V, Section 4,
shall be sdmitted to membership upon the payment, within sixty days
of the date of their eleotion, of an initiation fee of five dollars.

Bection 2, The annual dues of persons elected by the Couneil
to ordinary membership under the provisions of Article V, Section 4,
shall be eight dollars, with the following exceptions; (1) during
the first tiree years of membership, the annual dues shall be six
dollars; a person shall be considered to have completed his first
year of membership on January 1 following his election; (2) the
amount of dues may be nmltered by reciprocity agreements with other
societies; (3) the Council may teke special rulings ia excepticual
cases, with the approval of the Board of Trustees; five dollars of
the ‘ues of each member shall be far 2 year's subseription to the
Bulletin, ZEach new member shall pay in proportion to the unexpired
fraction of the ysar at the time of his election,

-
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Section 3. The dues of a sustaining member for any yeer
shall not be less than cme hundred dollars, A susteining member
who contributes anually at least five hundred dollars shall be
designated as a Patron of the Soclety.

Section 4, Persons elected % ardinary meumvership as
nominees of sustaining mambers, under the mrovisions of Article V,
Section 3, shall not be reguired to pay an initiation fee., They
shall not be reguired to pay dues so long as it is agreed that
they are desigmated by the sustaining member under these provisions.
If a pominee of a sustaining member later becomes a dues-paying
mamber, he shall pay @ues at the rate of gix dollars a year for the
remainder (if any) of his first three years of membership, and eight
doliars a year thereafter,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AnD MAS, FELIX FULD. 1030) ThusTEES

LOUIS BAMBERGER
President
MAS. FELIX FULD

AL ..
Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer
IRA A. SCHUR
Aussisiant Treasuser
FRAMK AYDELOTTE
Secwiany
ESTHER 5. BAILEY
Assistant Secretary
ABRAHAM FLEXNEWN

Diirector of the Inatitute

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42nD STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

CABLE ADDRESS ¢

VANSTITUTE NEW YORK

Yovember 17, 1832

ABRANAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MAS. FELIX FULD
JOMN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
HERBERT M. LEMMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBEST M. MAASS
FLORENCE R SABIN
PERCY E. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

Dear Professor Veblen:

I had 2 mean feeling about asking you to let me see &2 copy of your
letter to Weyl. There was of course the possibility that you might refer my
request to the Association of American University Professors as "an infringement
on academic freedom"l 3But I reslly had perfect confidence in your discretion
and was absolutely devoid of curiosity. On the other hand, I have the feeling
that we ought to tallr the same languege especially in desling with so sensitive
a person as Weyl. Your letter is admirable in every respect. I am by no means
sure that I could have done as well if I had undertalzen to write Weyl myself,
and I think there is a great tactical advantage in having it come rether casually
from you,

After returnins to Wew York I allowed nmy ideas to settle down as regards
our various conversations regarding the relations of the two groups, and I wrote
Eisenbart a letter summins un the situation as it now looks to me, but my mind
is gquite open, and it may be that I shall see things differently in the course of
time. Don't be impatient with the slowness with which I seem to move. I can
decige thinss if I have to, but in this new venture and in dealing with subjects

with which I am wnfemiliar I am & slow learner,

I am coninz to Princeton on the 30th to attend a dinner whick Pool
a2 e
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is giving to Curtiug and Ambassador Houghton, and I shall spend the next few
days writinsg a little prospectus vhich we can send out in response to various
inquiries, I hope to have the advantage of your collaboration.

Urs. Flexner joins me in kindest greetings to you and Mrs, Veblen.

Very sincerely yours,
£.7

Professor Oswald Veblen
Princeton University

Princeton, Yew Jersey

AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

arricens / (
FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1920) Tt
LOUIS BAM ER 1
aERG ' N ENTORANS CRPiEES FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX RULD, 100 EAST 42nDp STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER o
Vice-President NEW YORK. N. Y ALEXIS CARREL
ALANSON B.'"HOUGHTON e ABRAHAM FLEXNER
CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF MAS. FELIX FULD
. “:m“ JOHN R. HARDIN
; " ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
FRANK AYDELOTTE eAnit o} ok
» - SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Hovember 25, 1932 HERBERT H. MAASS
ESTHER s‘.‘ BAILEY FLORENCE R. SABIN
S St PERCY 5. STRAUS

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS M. WEED

Director of the Instiiuie
Dear Professor Veblen:

Your letter to Professor Weyl is perfect. I do not see enything
to modify in it, I should like merely to add to what you have written a brisf
comment to Weyl, copy of which I enclose, which I think mey do something to mske
clearer to him the difference between the situation he now holds ané the situation
which he would occupy should he come to the Institute.

Your visit on Wednesday was a timely and helpful one, for that evening
and walking yesterdasy in the park the feelins grew upon me more and more strongly
that we have discussed the opening gambit sufficiently and that it is now time for
us to make preparations for az gennine start next auwtumm; for, if we do not start
next autumn, we shall lose another entire year. How then shall we start? After
the Civil War there was for a decade interminable discussion sbout the resumption
of specie payments, When John Sherman became Secretary of the Treasury and was
asked what his policy would be, he said, "The way to resume is to rem:me"', end
that he did om the first of Jemuary following.

Now we have in you and Binstein two persons certain. I would sugsest
that, dropping for the time being questions of site, etc., you begin to get together

two or three or four men to work with and under you, beginning next autwm. You
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have, I suppose, already written G¥del, and you mentioned Whitney the other day.

I enclose coples of correspondence which I have had with Richtmyer
and Reed. From Tisdale I have as yet no response.

Should Weyl accept, we shall treat him similarly, Pursuinz thie
policy, the Institute will be 2 golnz concern next autumn, and you will have leisure
anéd opportunity to do your own work and to stimulate and guide those with whom you
surround yourself, It may well De that a conerete nucleus in operation will be
more attractive to other mathematicians whom we mey wish to secure then the nebulomns
Institute as it has had to be w to this time.

I an returning your letter, for there is reslly no reason why I should
retain the copy of it.

Yery sincerely yours,

.7 .

Professor Oswald Veblen
Department of liathematics )

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVARCED STUDY
c 100 East 42nd Street
0 Yew York, N.Y.

Yovember 12, 1932

Dear Dr. Richfmyer:

e have made the first move in the organization
of the Institute for Advanced Study by spnointing Einstein, Professor
of ¥athemstiecsl Physics, snd Veblen, Professor of Mathemetics. To
this group, two or three other mathematicians of first-rste standing
will be added during the course of the present yesr. We are plenning
to begin the work in mathemstics on October 1, 1933,

It is possible thet there mey be Fellows whom you
mey wish to entrust to this group but of course you will realize, ss
I Ao, thet no personsl consideration must influence your judgment.

With much eporeciation, I am

Sincerely yours,

(SIGNED) Abreham Flexmer

Dr. F. K. Rio'htnycr
Cornell Thiversity
Itheca, New York

(8eme letter sent to Dr. Tisdsle and Mr. Reed,)
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KATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

2101 Constitution Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Itheca
New York

November 16, 1932

Dr. Abrahem Flexner

The Institute for Advanced Studvy
100 Bast 42nd Street

New York, H.Y.

Deur Dr. Flaxmer:
In response to your letter of November 12th, mey
I say thet I sssume thet vou heve in mind Netionsl Research Fellows
who may be apoointed to begin work subsequent to October 1, 1933,
We shell be very glad indeed to refer prospective
Fellows to you snd to the Institute,
S8incerely yours,

(SIGNED) F. K. Richtmyer
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Copy for Professor Veblen

November 25, 1922

Dear Professor Weyl:

Professor Veblen has discussed with me fully your letter and has Deem
kind emough to show nme his reply of November 23. Bverything that bhe says some
to me perfectly somd. There is only ome additiomal comment that I should make,
namely « it cocurs to me that, in thisking of the Institute and particularly of the
Schocl of lathamatics you may have had in mind semething 1ike a wniversity faculty
in mathemntics, This seems to me a miscomception, for it is precisely the sdvan-
tage of the Institute that, wilike a wniversity faculty, there is nothing that it
mmst do wnless really firsterate persoms oam de obtained, Ve are more nearly
analagous to the different Imstitutes maintained by the Naiser Wilhelm Gesellschaft
then to an institution of higher learning in the university sense of the tem. We
-wmm.mmmmmuuuamr-
people provided they are firsterate, Ve can help cach of them to surround hinself
with o fov veally premising individuals of his own selection, Ve can grow
grodually in any direction in which firsterate talemt is available.

Let me assure you omoe more, at I bave done previously and as Professer
Veblem bas dome, timt I sppreciate very fully the difficulties of trsmsplasting
yourself and your fumily. Fo situation in 1ife, as far as my experisnce goes,
is perfocte. I hope to do everything that is reascmable to male the meubers of
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. Fovembor 25, 1932

the Imstitute happy and productive, but there are wndoudtedly other factors
to be comsidered over which I esn exercise no control.
Please nccept my wameet greetings and beliove me
Always sincerely,
LB HAM CLBXNoS
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THE COMMONWEALTHE FUND
4] Best 57th Street
New York

Op Hovermber 22, 1932

Dear Mr. Flexner:

I am very glad indeed to find on my desk, on my return from
the West, your letter of November 12th, Will you please put my mneme on the
mailing list so thet I msy receive all amowmcements of the Institute? We have
not had emong our Fellows meny me themeticians but if one is elected who would
appear to be gualified for the Imstitute I shall at once commmicsate with you,
We have had no mathematicians for the lust two yeers but one of our best Fellows,
Henry Whitehead (now at Balliol) wes a very brillient mathematicien end worked
et Princeton for three vears with Professor Veblen.

I am gled to heve this opportunity of speaking to you sbout
one of our Fellows who is studying problems in education. He is now =t Chicago,
using that =s a cembter, =nd looking at our Western schools, both publiec end
privete, He is coming Best about December 6th anmd very much wishes to have an
opoortunity of talking with you. I sew him at Chicago only last week snd he

asked me if I thought I could possibly arrange for him to meet you end I seid
that I would write to you ss soon as I returnmed. Fe is a graduste of Magdalen
College, Oxford, and hes been & Master of Stowe School, the so-cslled progressive
school. Spencer is quite redicel in his idess of educetion snd has thought out
very cerefully his own plam. FHe would not waste your time md I feel sure you
could give him much help. FHooning that he can see you,

Yours very sincerely,

(SIGNED) Edward B. Reed

Mr. Abrehamn Flexner,Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
100 East 42nd Street

New York, N.Y.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(POUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBTAGER anc MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42npD STREET
NEW YORK. N, Y,

CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE MEW YORK

November 28, 1932

Frofessor Oswald Veblen
Depertment of Methematics
Princeton University
Princeton, H. J.

Iy dear Professor Veblen:

I em sending you herewith a check for
the salary of Dr. Venderslice for the month of
Yovember, I am slso enclosing & duplicete of
the depcsit slip sent to the Princeton Bank and
Trust Compeny today. You will nmote that the
elip indicates your Balary for the month of
Hovember less 57, which has been forwarded to
the Teachers Insurance and Annmity Associatlon
of America,

Very truly yours,
-~ J Fs j -
\LZJ’L A. / "’("‘:

Assistent Secretaryy

TRUSTEES

FHANK AYDELOTTE
TDOAR S. BAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEX|IS CARREL
ARRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWA LD
MRS, FELIX FULD
JOHN R. HARDIN
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MRS, FELDE FULD 100 EAST 42nD STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
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Chairman CABLE ADDRESS i VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF MHS. FELIX FULD
Treasurer JOHN R. HARDIN

IRA A. SCHUR ) ALANSON 8. HOUGHTON
Auwisiant Treasurer HERBERT H. LEHMAN

FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Secrefary HERBERT H. MAASS

Decenbe 1932

ESTHER S. BAILEY r 1' ' FLORENGE R. SABIN

Asistant Secrefary PERCY 5. ETRAUS

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H. WEED

Director of the Institute
Dear Professor Veblen:

I am writing you now as I should have written you immediately
after the Board meeting, but inasmuch as I knew you and I understood each
other ani as the minutes of the Board set forth the arrangements between

us, no harm has been done by the delay. I can now state formally the
terms upon which you were chosen Professor of Mathematics, namely:

That your appointment begin September 1, 1932;

That your salary be fixed at $15,000 a year, of which

you ere to contribute 5% monthly to the Teachers Insurence
and Annuity Association of America, the Institute contributing
an equal sum;

That, unless the term of appointment is prolonged by mutual
consent, you retire at the age of 65 on an allowance of $8,000
per annum, nart of which will be paid by the Teachers Insurance
and Annuity Association of America, the rest to be made up by
the Institute;

Theat, if your wif'e,Elizabeth M. D.Richardson Veblen, survive
you, she will receive during her widowhood a pension of $5,000
a yaa!‘.

To the foregoing terms adopted by the Board I may add that I
am now negotiating with the Teachers Insurance and Anmuity Association to the
end that, in so far as your retiring ellowance and your wife's pension depend

unon the Board, they will be wovered by insurance at the expense of the Insti-

tute.

With all good wishes,
Professor Oswald Veblen Sincerely yours,

58 Battle Road Lk A jée_wn.._g_/-

Princeton, New Jersey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
100 EAST 42nD STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y

Professor Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton

Hew Jersay
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Decembar 13, 1832,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
100 East 42nd Street
New York City.

Dear Dr. Flexner;

I enclose herewith a formal letter of scceoptance., It
had not ococurred to me thmt you would want one becouse I have
never given one befare. However, I did not find it a heavy
undertaking,

I looked up two papers by Mr. Bardeen, Without having
studied them I judge from the type of problem attacked and from
the general appearance that he would want one year more of grad-

uate study before attaining the Ph. D, degree., I should think
that there 18 a fair chance that he is a good student.

Perhaps th- best answer to meke would be to encourage him
to come to Princeton as a greduate, student nnd candidate for the
Ph, D. degree. The ocnse seems %o me very much like the canse of
Mr., Bleick. It might be a good plan to give a amount of
financial help, provided the student can not get this from the
University. It is not unlikely that men of this Sype might get
something from either Weyl or myself. There are great advantages,
however, in having e Ph. D. degree and & regular place in the
sgandenie hierarchy.

Yours sincerely,

ov/a¥
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Degember 13, 1932,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
100 East 420d Street
New York City.

Dear Dr, Flexner:

This is to signify my formal acceptance of a Professorship
of Mathematies in the Institute for Advanced Study on the terms
e SR laid dom in your letter of December lat.

Yours sincerely,
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vited Prof Albe te

‘take research at Prineeton, N.
JI., for several months each year did
not reckon with the Woman Patriot
corporation, whose head waters, and
headquarters are located in this
commonwealth,

The state department must have
been startled the other day when it
received from Mrs Randolph Froth-
ingham a request that the most emi-
nent of living scientists should be
debarred by this government from
again entering the United States.
Twice already in recent years has
Prof Einstein come to America with-
out perceptibly shaking the under-
pinning of the republic.

The Woman Patriot corporation,
however, iz seeing things. It grimly
discerns that Prof Einstein is a
“dangerous alien”; is “affiliated with
‘more anarchist and Communist
‘groups than Joseph Stalin himself”;
and is “an advocate of the over-
‘throw by foree or violence of the
‘government of the United States.”
And these charges, having been duly
filed &t the state department, have
been sent according to the procedure
to our consular officials in Germany
and other European countries for
their information. Whether Prof
Einstein shall be granted a visa
when next he attempts to visit this
country is up to the consul at whose
office the scientist applies. Our offi-
cial representative will proceed to
ask Prof Einstein his views and
50 on.

You can't fool our dear Mrs
Frothingham and the Woman Pa-
triot corporation. Einstein or no Ein-
stein, they can tell an enemy of the
United States as far as the man in
the moon. The officers of the Ameri-
can research foundation, which has
engaged the distinguished German
discoverer of relativity to work part
of hiz time in scientific investigation
on our inhospitable Atlantic shores
'are now exposed, are they not? to
'criminal indictment for conspiracy
and high treason. At least, the vigi-
lant Mrs Frothingham and the
Woman Patriot corporation are not
to be lightly ignored by them,

- -
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LOUIS BAMBERGER
President
MAS. FELIX FULD

Vice-President

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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IRA A. SCHUR

Assistand Trearurer
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Anslant Secrrtary

ABRAMAM FLEXNER

December 7, 1932

Direcsor of the Instiiute

Dear Professor Veblen:
Do you want to write to somebody

in Chicago to find out what Dr. Rasb emounts to? Just

a line will elicit the informetion we need.

Sincerely yours,

L 7.

Professor Osweld Veblen
nt of Mathematics

Princeston University

Princeton, New Jersey

AF/D

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR & DAMBERGER
LOUIS BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MAS. FELIX FULD

JOHN R. HARDIN
ALAMNEON B HOUGHTOM
HERBERT M. LEMMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
FERCY 5. STRAUS
LEWIS M. WEED
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

QFTIC
- (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER ans MRS, FELIX FULD. 1930) ThusTess
LOUIS BAMBENGER
TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDELOTTE
Presidicn TDGAN 8. BAMBERGER
Mme rml: ruLe 100 EAST 42np STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
icz-Prevident EW REL
ALANSON B, HOUGHTON e VOIT WY ::::':n?:l.mu
CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE NEW YOR EDEN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF - :l‘::m:t:::: rum*‘m
Treasurer :
- JOHN B. HARDIN
| ALANEON B. HOUGHTOM
Assistant Treasu
T e HEMBERT H. LEHMAN
FRANK AYDELOTTE
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
ESTHER s‘.‘ BAILEY December 7' 1932 :::::::‘u‘ M:um
prever s
Secretary PERCY . STRAUS

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H. WEED

Directer of the Institate

Dear Professor Veblen:

By all means ask Whitney to visit you at Princeton at the expense
of the Institute and send me a memorandum of the amount involved.

Many thanks for your letter to Professor Simmons,

I had a glorious time in Princeton last week, and I shall repeat
the visit in the very near future.

The tornado about Einstein was terribly fumnny for everybody except
Mre, Bailey, who was kept at the telephone from nine a.m. mtil almost midnight.
I myself talked to nobody. There was terrific chagrin here smong sensible
people. Stimson must have been peppered with telegrams, for I have heard
of many and by no means all. However, "all's well that ends well".

I hope that your glimpse of the "theatrical world" will not make
an actor instead of a mathematician of you.

Remember me warmly to your wife, and believe me

Ever sincerely,

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall (t . j'.
Princeton University

Princeton, New Jersey

AT:ESB
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December 8, 1932,

Dr. Abrahasm Flexner
100 Bast 48nd Street
New Yark City.

Dear Dr, Fleaxner:

Yeaterday I had a visit from two of the children of
Marquend, a son and a dsughter, Mrs, Forsyth. The

was, I believe, a classmte of your daughter's at
Mawr. They wanted to discuss the inquiry which I
made of Mr, Mather of the possibility of their selling
place which you and I looked at the other day to the
{tute. I told them the situation as well as I could
making some emphasis on the probability that you will move
slowly. They said that their mother is still teo ill to
considar the matter but they evidently thought there was a
possibility that she might sell. I gave them your address write
and that of Mr, Maass and my understandicg is that they will
to you.

I asked what they knew abouf Mrs. Pyne's place. They
seemad to think that none of her would be likely to want
to keep it up so that sooner or latter it was likely to be on
the market. It seams to me that it might be worth while to
make an inquiry from the Trustees who manage hereestate for
her. The Pyne place, you will remssber, adjoins the Marquand
one and 1s much larger.

H,

1

I would imagine that either of these places of land
would be more expensive than my of the others that have beem
consi dered,

Yours sincerely,

1.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42NKD STREET
NEW York, N. Y

December 9, 1932
Dear Professor Veblen:

Many thanits for yours of the eighth
regarding the real estate matters.

I have given a good deal of thought to
our conversations of last week., If it is quite con-
venlent to you and the other mathematicians whom I
may wish to see, I propose to go down to Princeton
on Tuesday evening, so that I can have a talk with
you and them Wednesday morning (December 14). Drop
me & line, and let me know whether this is feasible.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,
Professor Oswald Veblen a 7
Department of Mathematics : =
Princeton University
Princeton, F. J.

AT1ESB
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Amistant

ABRANAM FLEXNER

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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ABRAMAM FLEXNER
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JOMN H. MARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
HENDENT H. LEMMAN
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS

Secretary

December 12, 1932

Director af the Institute

Dear Professor Veblen:

I am enclosing & letter from Dr. C.R.
Bardeen, an sble Johns Hookins msn who has created the present
Medical School of the University of Wisconsin. I shall be in-
terested to leern what you regard as the wisest course for his

son to pursue.

Sincerely yours,

h.d"

P.8. 1 received your Special Delivery letter Saturdey evening.

I shall wire you if my plans for visiting Princeton tomorrow change.
Meanvhile, it occurs to me that Mrs. Baziley mailed you & letter re-
gerding your spvointment which, ss far as I know, you have not
formelly socepted. I wish you would do this in order to keep the
record clesr.

Professor Oswsld Veblen
Princetan University

Princeton, New Jersey

AR/V

FLORENCE R. SAEIN
PERCY §. STRAUS
LEWIS M. WEED
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ESTHER 5. BAILEY
er = FLORENCE W. SABIN
At Sicning December 13, 1932 PO 5. e
ABRAMAM FLEXNER LEWIS M. WEED
Disector af the [natitute

Dear Professor Veblen:

Unforeseen conditions interfered with my trip to
Princeton today. As I thought things over at intervals,I
became more and more reluctant to show myself on the Princeton
Campus before Eisenhart had threshed the matter out with Mr, Duf-
field, the mathematical group, and any other bodies concernede.
Perhepe I am punctilious to the point of sgueamishness, but just
because our relations with Princeton will be so intimate, I wish
to glve no one the slightest ground for criticism. I am not
reluctant to act - gquite the contrary. I want to act, but I wuld
not for the world have any one assoclated with Princeton feel that
we bad been inconsiderate or wmindful of the great kindness and
courtesy which Princeton has showm us,

Always sincerely,

G -

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall

Princeton University
Princeton, N, J.

AF:1ESB
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December 18, 1032,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
100 East 42nd Street

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Your special delivery letter inclosing the correspopidence
with Weyl and Courant reached me mbout a half hour or so ago. I
shell try to send you a response &t once 8o as to avoid any un-
necessary delay.

I wonder whether 1t wuld not ot:o modify the first
sentence in the inclosure from our ann t 80 as to read as
follows:

-mm.ﬁuu be rendered @ither by individual contact

with the studenta Or by Seminars or of leotures or by other
methods, Bach professor will be free to follow the method which
he prefers and to vary it from year to year©.

The first sentence is copies from your letter to Weyl amd I think
is preferable in that it leaves the whole statement more elastic.

The original form was probably unduly inrln-oo‘. I think, by my
own choice of methods.

" The general gquestion which Weyl has raised has a bearing

on the problem as whom to admit as students in the Institute. My

4 own inclination is to admit competent men rather freely without
any comitment as to whether they will work with a particular nem-
ber of the staff, This would admit them to our group. At the
least, they would be members Weyl's and my audiemce. At tle most,
they would establish personal relations with one of us, I feel
that we would find better material for our mare intimate work if we
‘ad a reservoir of this sort. It looks now as if there would be
a large enough group of men wishing to come and sufficiently compe=-
tent to constitute a satisfectory resevoir, v

s, there is Dr. Ramb, whom you asked me to ingquire
about. TPRTZEi et

"A. W. Baab is a men who has just taken hr" Ph. D. deg with
us. He is a determined Thaw O D e alulpul, wé {\14
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not expected much from him in the way of research but he was per-
sistent and came through with a good thesis. I ecould not re-
commend him strongly for a National Research Fellowship or for a
fellowship in the Institute.”

On this basis I should admit him as a student in the In-
stitute with remition of tuition charges but not with a fellowship.

Returning to your letter to Weyl, would it perhaps be well
to say explicitly that he is free to recamend an assistant whose
funotion would be primarily to help him over language difficulties
and the like and also ean assistant or associate whom he regards as
e very promising man in Algebra.

I wonder whether it is wise to admit that he is making a
great sacrifice. I think he will come actually because he expects
theggddns to out-weigh the losses.

I have tried to find details in your letter %o criticize.
Actually I think the letter is admirable as it stands., Hoping
that this will bring the Weyl negotiations to an end,

Yours sincerely,

ov/ar

———

— |
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Preaident
MRS. FELIX FULD
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

{(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AnD MAS. FELIX FULD. 1930) T

FRANK AYDELOTTE
TEMPORARY OFFICES N s
100 EAST 42nD STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER

o NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEXIS CARAEL

ALANSON B. WOUGHTON
hairman

SAMUEL D LEIDESDORF

Treasurer
IRA A SCHUR

ADRAHAM FLEXNER
CADLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD

MRS, FELIX FULD

JOHN R. HARDIN

AL B TON

Amistant Treararer HERBERT M. LEHMAN

FRANK AYDELOTTE

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HENBEIRT H. MAASS

Secretary
ESTHER S, BAILEY uomct';‘m‘
PENCY S. u
Assiztant Secretary LEWIS H. WEED
ABRAHAM FLEXNER Decenxber 17, 1972

Divector of the Institute

Dear Professor Veblen:

Your Specisl Delivery letter reached me et my
home. Meanwhile, I have been celled to Washington for s conference
with the State Department respecting our foreign sppointees. It is
probsble thet I shall have to be in Weshington on Mondey. That will
meen thet my trip to Princeton will have to be nostponed & dey or two.
I shall communicnte with you as soon &s the matter is claesr.

I have adopted the change suggested in the memorsndum.

As teo Professor Weyl's sssistant, I am inclined to
let the metter ride until we heve e chsnce to talk with him.

I rather fear thet if we sdmit Dr. Reeb, remitting
tultion, we shell find ourselves establishing e precedent to the dis- ,,
adventsge of Princeton. My inelination is to leave it entirely to you
and to your sssociastes es to whether you wish to admit him or not, end
then let him come on = reguler basis, unless he is of such outstending
sbility - which does not sppesr to be the cese - as to make him worth
our while to make every possible effort to secure him,
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I shall omit from the letter to Weyl the reference to

N &

sacrifice, though I do think thet in leaving GBttingen he end his
family ere seerificing a good desl. On the other hend, I hope it
will turn out thst they will be gaining more then they lose.

Sincerely yours,
G

P.s.
The proposed Washington conference is at
my mutiono AT,

Professor Osweld Veblen
Depsrtment of Methematies
Princeton Thiversity
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/D
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET

NEW YORK. N Y.

December 14, 1932

Dear Professor Vebleng

I have just had the enclosed letters from
Weyl and Courant. I am submitting my answers to
you before forwarding them. Will you please read
them carefully and make any sugzestions that they
seem to you to reguire?

With all good wishes,

Sincersly yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen b

Fine Hall

Princeton University .S

Princeton, New Jersey *7* I am not sending

the letter from Prof. Weyl,

AF:ESB inasmch as we have talked
over the telephone since I

dictated the a:bove. Ao ?-
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42ND STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y
December 21, 1932
Professor Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey
My dear Professor Veblen:
I am sending you herewith the

Institutets check for $3.50 to cover Dr. Whitney's
expenses at the Nassau Club on his recent visit

to Princeton at the invitation of the Imstitute,
Very truly yours, .
S A e
Assistant Secretary J
PeSe 4 check for $20,54 has already been sent to

Dr. Whitney, with the regquest that he Bend gn ad-
ditional memorandum covering meals, taxis, etc.
ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

arricans (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGEN ano MRS, FELIX FULD, 1830) TRUSIRES
HOE AN R TEMPORARY OFFICES FRANK AYDSLOTIS
EDGAR 5. DAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD 100 EAST 42np STREET LOUIS DAMBERGER
Vico-Prasidont NEW YORK. N. Y. ALEXIS CARWEL
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
CABLE ADDRESS i VANSTITUTE NEW YORK JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDONF MRS, FELIX FULD
£ Trasurer JOHM B HARDIN
A. SCHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Aubibant Treasures HERBENT M. LEMMAN
FRANK Amm SAMUEL O. LEIDESOORF
HERBEAT M. MAASS
ESTHMER §. BAILEY Decerber 22. 1932 FLORENCE W. SASIN
Assistant Secretary PERCY S. STRAUS

ABRAMAM FLEXNER LEWIS M. WEED

Director of the lnatitute

Desr Professor Veblen:

I feel greet satisfection in whet we accomplished yesterday
and genuine gratitude to you end to Desn Eisenhart. At the seme time,
nothing could exceed my desire thet Professor Lefschetz should derive
as much sstisfection far the arrangements arrived at es the rest of us,
So I want you o mske clear to him - (show him this letter if you p1u-,!

L) Thet as between him and Alexsnler, I have no choice. Indeed,
I could not have eny, for I am too deeply ignorant of the whole subject to
appreciate either men.

2.) That the considerstion which I had to beer in mind wes the
importence of getting together a group, ell the members of which would
not grow old st the seme time. 48 the matter now stends, you snd Einstein
ere in the early 50's, Weyl in the middle 40's, Alexender in the early
40's - so thet we heve protected ourselves ageinst eny such fete as befell
the descon's one horse shsy, which, es you remember, fell to pieces all st
once without showing sny signs of decay during one hundred yeers,

3.) In order that Professor Lefschetz snd Profsssor Alexander
mey sppreciate fully the spirit in which I have scted, we heve simply

creeted for Professor Alexender at his own wish and insistence enother
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"Fine" professorship with the seme remuneration and dignity.
Please meke Lefschetz, as well ss the other members of
the Princston staff, understand that functionally the two grouwps
belong to one another end thet we shall sll pull together in the
seme bost,with you ses coxswein,.

Tell Lefachetz, pleese, thet if I had hed time, I should
heve had en interview with him in person but I was bound to get
home by dinner time snd just succeeded in so deing.

With sll good wishes,
Sincerely yours,

G 7.

Professor Osweld Veblen
Department of Msthematies
Prineceton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AR/D
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LOUIS BAMBERCER

MRS, FELIX FULD
Vice-President

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Chairman

SAMUEL D LEIDESDORF
T recaures
IRA A SCHUAR
Trearams
FRAMK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHEN S. BAILEY

Anistant Secrelary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director af the Instituie

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMDERGER Ano MAS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

TEMPORARY OFFICES
100 EAST 42n0 STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

CABLE ADDRESS: VAMSTITUTE NEW YORK

December 30, 1932

Professor Oswald Veblen
58 Battle Road
Princeton, F. J.

My dear Profesor Vebleng

I send you herewith Dr, Vanderslice's
salary check for the month of December 1932 and
a duplicate of the deposit slip sent to the Princeton
Bank and Trust Company today. You will note that
the slip indicates your salary for the month of

December less 5%, which has been forwarded to the

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
MRS, FELIX FULD

Teachers Insurance and Annuity Assoclation of America.

Very truly yours,

.';': 2z . /J foute,

Assgistant Secretary

s
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