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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 27) 1946

Dear Professor Stewart:

It may be that there will be informal discussion at the
Faculty luncheon on March  coneerming candidates thms far proposed
for the Directorship of the Institute. For your conveniense, your
Comuittee is submitting a list of all persons whose names have thus
far been referred to us by members of the Paculty.

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, physicist, of the University of
California

Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, a physiologist and physicist of Philadelphia

Dr. Harlow Shapley, astronomer, and Dirvector of the Harvard Uni-
versity Observatory

Mr, (formerly Major Gensral) Frederick Osborn

Professor Edward S. Mason, econamist, of Harvard University

T. Co Blegen, mm«éwmmummu
Schools at the University of Mimmesota

Professor E. Harris Harbison, of the Department of History
of Princeton University

Dr. Henry E. Sigerist, Professcr of the history of medicing
at The Johns Hopiins University

Mr. (formerly Rear Adwiral) Lewis L. Strauss, a member of the
Institute Board of Trustess and formerly principal ad~ .
ministrative assistant to Mr. James Porrestal,
of the Navy

Mhunébmwtmuutwcmumm
nsmes of two members of the Fasulty, whom we are not including in
the list.

It is hoped that members of the Faculty who have not already
done so will indicate some preference as regards the foregoing persons,
or will submit names of their own for further consideration.

E

James ¥W. Alaxander
Edward M. Earle
Erwin Panofsky




THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrys. Felix Fuld
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 5, 1946

Dear Professor Riefler:

As a result of the luncheon discussion on Monday,
March L4, the list of candidates for the Directorship has
been reduced to the following five names. (It is under-
stood, of course, that additional names may be submitted
at any time.) Also, the appended list does not include
the name of any member of the Faculty.

In accordance with your instructions, your committee
is requesting Mr. Moe, Chairman of the Trustees Committee
on the Directorship, to name a time at which he will be
prepared to discuss with us the names of candidates now
under consideration.

James W. Alexander

Edward M. Earle
Erwin Panofsky

T. C. Blegen, Professor of History and Dean of the Graduate
Schools at the University of Minnesota

Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, a physiologist and physicist of
Philadelphia

Professor Edward S. Mason, economist, of Harvard University

Dr. Je. Robert Oppenheimer, physicist, of the University
of California x

Mr. (formerly Rear Admiral) Lewis L. Strauss, a member of
the Institute Board of Trustees and formerly
principal administrative assistant to Mr. James
Forrestal, Secretary of the Navy

1pS Gl
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HENRY ALLEN MOE
551 FIFTH AVENUE » NEW YORK 17 October 26, 1945

To the Faculty of the Institute for Advanced Studys

The Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study have named
a committee of Trustees (Dr, Aydelotte, Mr., Douglas, Dr. Fulton, Mr.
leidesdorf, Mr. Maass, Mr. Schaap and myself) in reference to the
appointment of a director of the Institute to succeed Dr. Aydelotte
upon his retirement. The function of the committee is, of course,
simply advisory to the Board of Trustees; for no Board can in any way
delegate ultimate responsibility for ths appointment of its principal
executive officer.

At the first mecting of the committee I was instructed to
ask members of the Institute's Faculty te suggest persons who should
be considered for the dircctorship. Weo desirc that all members of
the Faculty shall be heard upon the subjecte It is left to tho
Faculty to deccide in what way these suggestions shall be arrived at;
the committes is cqually rcady to consider one letter from the Faculty
as a whole or individual lctters from cach member of the Faculty, or
communications based on any procedurc between thesc two extremes.

The deliberations and nogotiations precceding thoe appointment
of a direcctor of the Institute are matters of grcat delicacy. Members
of the Faculty will realize the importancc to thc welfare of the
Institutoe of confining discussion of this subject to the Faculty and
the Board of Trustecs, and of keecping it strictly confidential so far
as the outside world is concernocd,

It is requested that all communications in response to this
letter be sent to me, so that everything on this subject may be in one
place for the committee's consideration. During the period of its
deliberations the committee will be glad to confer with individual
members of the Faculty or with a committee representing the Faculty
as a whole.

There seems to be no point in having any discussion of
qualifications in the abstract. The Faculty's idea of qualifications
will be apparent in your suggestions, as will be this committee's in
its recommendations and Trustees' in their choice.

~ Yours sincerely,

R o

He Allen Moe

Dr. Robert B. Warren airman

Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 29, 1944

Profesgor Walter W. Stewart
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Stewart:

Dr. Aydelotte has Just told me that the
members of a committee of the Board of Trustees,
consisting of Messrs. Maass, Leidesdorf, Moe, Douglas,
and Wolman, is coming to Princeton on Friday morning
of this week esveclally to see members of the Faculty.
These Trustees wlll probably be at the Institute
from about 9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. If you wish to
speak with them during thelr stay here, I shall be
glad to arrange an appointment, and I shall be avall-
able all day Thursday so that appointments can be
made.

It occurs to me that, even if you do not
have anything that you wish to say to the Trustees,
they may possibly have questions that they would
like to ask you. 8o I feel sure that they would
appreclate your consideration if you can manage to
be within easy reach during the time of theilr stay
with us.

S8incerely yours,

(3

B. D. Meritt
Secretary of the Faculty

BDM: DD
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Notes on the Director!s Fund

The Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study established the Director!s
Fund by a grant of $120,000 at a special meeting of the Board on December 16, 19L47.
The relevant portion of the minutes reads:

"There are many fields, in the Director!s opinion, in which a
beginning could be made., He pointed to two main classifications
of effort: (1) the application of scientific methods to fields
in which there is really pioneering, and (b) the encouraging of
work by men to whom experience in the creative arts has brought
deep insight. The Director outlined no specific program for such
efforts. His suggestion was that there would be opportunity for
exploring new fields outside and beyond the specific areas of the
Schools, which in some cases have narrow interests. For this
purpose the Director asked that there be members who are not
members of the Schools. To accomplish his plan, he asked the
Trustees to establish a General Fund of $120,000 on a five-year
basis. This should be used for stipends, memberships and work
not at present part of the activities pursued at the Institute,
He suggested an Advisory Committee for the use of the fund. The
Director expressed the hope that in this way the Institute may
carry out its functions in a more experimental way; and thus a
coordinate community of scholars may be created.

"This plan was strongly commended and Dr. Fulton suggested that
the motion of acceptance of the Director's plan be a vote of

" confidence in the new Director. On Dr. Weed's suggestion, the
fund was designated the Director's Fund.

"The motion was unanimously carried that $120,000 be appropriated
to the Director's Fund from surplus over the next five years;
That $20,000 be made available for the year 19LB; that the Fund
be used ag the Director sees fit,.

"In thanking the Trustees, the Director expressed the hope that if
any areas of work suggested themselves for this Fund, that the
Trustees would discuss them with him."



A brief report on the use and value of the Director's Fund has been
published in the Director's Report of March 10, 1954; and reads:

"There are many fields in which we could well be active, but
which happen, for reasons of higtory or accident, not to be
represented on our Faculty. It has been the continuing
policy of the Institute, where possible without interference
with its other programs, to support such undertakings. Where
the Institute's funds are not involved, the Faculty has been
glad to vote membership to obviously competent and distinguished
men from fields of true scholarship,.

"From 1948 on, however, we have had, in the form of the
Director's Fund, a means of providing grants from Institute
funds, grants which would not be directly competitive with the
stipend funds of the schools. In this way some twenty men
have been brought to the Institute in the intervening years:
in biology, in philoscphy, in the history of ideas and liter-
ary history and criticism, in law and in contemporary history.

"Members whose work is supported by the Director's Fund, or by
foundations (we have found the foundations, particularly the
Ford, Carnegie, Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundations, most
helpful indeed in supporting these undertakings), are elected
to membership by the Faculty of the school in which they work,
Such members have written, among many others, at least a few
books of relatively wide interest and circulation. Examples
are Herbert Feis!' !'The China Tangle'; George Kennan's 'American
Diplomacy's; Francis Fergusson's 'The Idea of a Theatre'!, These
appointments have served not only to extend, but to add coher-

ence to, the work of the schools, in particular the School of
Historical Studies.

'Tn some cases, we have found it desirable to appoint an
advisory committee to consult with us about the qualification
of members. This we have done in psychology*. In other fields
our own Faculty and those whom we can readily consult provide
counsel, The Director's Fund has also made possible a few
preliminary conferenceg--in law, in contemporary history and
in psychology, for instance--which were helpful in determining
our proper cCourse.

"% E, G. Boring, Harvard University; J. S. Bruner, Harvard Uni-
versity; H. S. Langfeld, Princeton University; P. E. Meehl,
University of Minnesota; G. A. Miller, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology; E. C. Tolman, Berkeley; and R. S. Tolman,
Pasadena,"



It will be observed that the initial expectations have been largely
fulfilled, but that the Fund has provided support for seven years rather than
the initially contemplated five; that in all cases members who have been sup-
ported by the Fund have been elected to membership by the relevant Faculty;
and that we have regorted to a formal advisory committee only in the field of
psychology. At the present time there remains an unexpended balance of some
$8,500 in the Director's Fund. Past expenditures have been for seminars and
for grants to members primarily in the fields of literature, philosophy,
psychology, law, contemporary history, the history of science and biology.

A large part of the support for many of these members has come from outside
gources, Thus Kennan and Feis have been supported by the Ford and Rockefeller
Foundations, Palfrey by the Carnegie Corporation, Guerlac by Cornell University,
White, Miller, Bruner and Wald by Harvard University.

Operations based on the Director's Fund cannot continue beyond 1955
on the bagis of the appropriation made in 1947. It is my belief that this Fund
hag made it possible for the Institute to support worthy, interesting, relevant
undertakings which have added greatly to the vitality of our program and com-
munity, and that means should be established for continuing these operations
on a modest scale,



l, Literature

Francis Fergusson, 19L8-L9
Kenneth Burke, 1949

E. R. Curtius, 1949

A. Chakravarty, 1951

E. Auverbach, 1949-50

Perry Miller, 1953-5L

2, Philosophy

Jean de Menasce, 1951 and 1953
Morton White, 1953-5L

3. Psychology

Planning Conference on Methods of
Psychology, 19L9~50

Jerome S. Bruner, 1951-52

E. C. TOlman, 1952

David Levy, 1951-52 and 1952-53

J. Piaget, 1954

Hans Wallach, 1954-55

Lhe Law

Max Radin, 1949 and 1950
Conference on Legal Problems

(John Lord O!'Brian), 1949-50
Conference on Legal Problems

(Edward S. Greenbaum), 1949-50
John Palfrey, 1950-51 and 1951-52
Mark DeWolfe Howe; expected for 1955-56

5. Contemporary History

George Kennan, 1950-51, 1951-52, 1953-5L, 1954-55

Herbert Feis, 1951-52 and 1952-53

Seminars on Problems of U. S. Foreign Policy-1949-52
(Dean Acheson), 1953-5l

6. History of Science

Chauncey D. Leake, 1950 and 1952
Henry Guerlac, 195L-55

Te Biology

A. Szent-Gyorgyi, 1950
George jald, 1954
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CANADA

August 17, 1939

Dear Mr., Stewart:

I received your letter yesterday afternoon and have just
telegraphed you as follows:

"Grateful for your letter and delighted that you

will visit us leaving New York next Monday night at

eight fifteen standard time and Toronto eleven

Tuesday morning arriving Scotia four P where we will

meet you Warmest greetings to you and family."

I am very, very deeply moved by yuvur expression of confidence
and affection, both of which are fully reciprocated. I am not now think-
ing of my own future, but of the future of the Institute, which is not
likely to be duplicated if it a@aeteriorates, and it would help if I could
talk with you about it. Mr. Bamberger is getting to be an old man, and
if the Institute is to be saved from one or two persons who are more con-
cerned for themselves than for it, a stand may have to be taken. On the
other hand, for Mr. Bamberger's sake and for the sake of the Institute, .
I would not for the world create gossip, and I am inclined to think
that it can be avoided. There is really no occasion for it.

Your train leaves the Grand Central at 8:15 Standard Time
and reaches Toronto at 8:00 the next morning. After a wait of three
hours there you will take the Canadian National at 11:00 A.M., Standard
Time, and reach Scotia at 4:00 that afternoon, where we will meet you
with a car. We shall be happy to have you stay with us as 1long as you
can.

I am delighted that you have had a real vacation, and I am
more sorry than I can say that I should interrupt it even for a few days.

With all good wishes to you and your family,

Ever sincerely,

S ks Gwl B3 - e S




ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO. CANADA

August 25, 1939

Dear Mr. Stewart:

It is only a few hours since you left us, sand I am
sitting down to dictate a few urgent notes.

You will never know what your visit meant to me -
the affection that it expressed and the confidence in what we
have together been trying to do. I beg you to believe that to
my iast day I shall remember with love and gratitude the trouble
vou took to clear my minc and relieve the apprehensions which
filled it. On the other hand, I think I can honestly assure you
that I feel no bitterness or malice towards any of the misguided
people, who, doubtless witi as good intention as ours as far as
they know, have so gravely imperilled an important adventure.

There may well be ahead of us a struggle, but it will
be short and sharp if Aydelotte is, as I believe he is, squal to
the emergency. Make it clesr to him that he is dealing with an
emergency that does not in the least involve me any longer, but

| that does involve him, his successors, the Institute, and American
~ learning.

Any may God bless you, your wife, and your children.
inne and the Jacobsons and Miss Eichelser join me in every good
wish for you all,

Ever affectionately your friend,

M\_&L_Wb \/iil«.w/w'\

Mr. Walter W, Stewart
Gladstone, New Jersey

AF/MCE

S oy G MM 3q-n




ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CANADA

August 28, 1939
Dear Mr. Stewart:
I received a telegram from Aydelotte today reading as follows: .

"ost satisfactory conversation witi Stewart in Swarthmore
today Heartily approve proposed programme including special
meeting early in September Two weeks notice required Learned
by telephone Mr. Houghton away on cruise until September
third Ve have wired asking nim suggest convenient day between
thirteenth and eighteenth subject to our approval If we do
not receive answer before Thursday are you willing take
responsibility of authorizing Institute office to call meeting
for thirteenth in Houghton's name or would you prefer that two
Vice-Chairmen iscue call in their joint names before fixing
date Ve can muke sure from Mr. Bamberger and from Mr. Houghton's
family thst they can both attend Earliest convenient date
best for me because desirable notify Swarthmore Board not lsater
than nineteenth"

The air of haste and mystery which characterizes this telegram
will make a very bad impression. I know that you are sclicitous in the
extreme to save me personally from any strain, but there is a certain amount
of strain which I cannot avoid without creating the impression that a rump
Board, called on short notice, has chosen my successor. That wouid make

| trouble for him, both in the Board and among the professors.

I am not sure that I recollect correctly our conversation in so
far as the date of the special meeting is concerned, though Miss Eichelser's
recollection confirms mine, for I told it to her, namely, that a special
meeting might be called late in September. ‘

My present judgment is that we should do nothing out of the
regular order. It will not hurt me to go to Princeton for a week or ten
days, and I should have to go there in any case from time to time, and shall
want to do so, for that is the only way I can keep in touch with you and
Warren and Riefler and others whose names will readily occur to you.

] This is the explanation of my letter to Aydelotte, a copy of which
I enclose, and which I hope you will understand and, if I misunderstood you,
forgive, for not an hour passes but that I think with gratitude of the
trouble which you took to come to see me and of your patience in working out
a solution that will be dignified, sound, and for the best interests of the
Institute and its Director.

With all good wishes, in which Anne joins,
Ever sincerely your friend,

Mr. Walter W. Stewart M 7‘/&« el e

Gladstone, New Jersey
AF/MCE )

S (A5 CLA wWHAV
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President Aydelotte August 28, 1939

They wanted opportunities for scholarship, #~ith high salaries, but they
also wznted managerisl amd executlve powers., They sa» they could not get

\ them through me directly; hence Veblen and . few others intrigued to get

them indirectly. I shculd not be doimng ay duty by ycu or the Institute
if I failed to give you fair wurning of these facts, Veblen vants pover.
Mexss wants importance, You will have to muke them both realize from the
jump that you are m.ster - mot, of course, = despotic m ster, but a
master who insists, as I unfortunately did not, that he is to perticipete
in every meeting, whether of the faoulty or of the severasl groups.

Abraham Lincoln's cabinet thought they cculd ignore him and
tried, He made them r.oalize they could not succeed, :nd im short order
he emerged as the real head. Your success or your failure will depend,
in my Jjudgment, ia the first inetance, upon maintaining thie position,
«8 Simom did at the Institute, from the very beginning. The position of
By successor is, in onc sense, stronger tham mine. I hope he will never
for a moment lose sight of this comsideration.

I telegraphed your house th:it I wuuld calil you up tomorrow
morning &t 10330 Easternm Standerd Time, .nd this I shall do, sc thst it
is possible th«t this letter may comtaim thimgs st variaunce with our
telephonic commumication, Of course, any agreement or understanding which
we reach over the telephone tukes precedence over anything comtained in
this letter.

¥With all gouod wisheg and love to you and Maris,

Ever sincerely,

(Signed) Abraham Fiexner

Presidemt Franmk Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pemnsylvania

AF/NCE

-y ro
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August 28, 1939

Dear Aydelotte:

I received your telegram of August 27 &t noon tocay end subse-
quently tried to reach you on ths telephone.

I am delighted thst your convercsztion with ir. Stewart was so
satisfactory to you both. On the other hand, I think we have to move
cautiously, not for my sake but for yours, I do not believe thst it would

, be sound policy to rush a speclal call meeting. Im the [irst place, there

| is no telling who would come to the meeting; im the second pluce, Maass

|would prezide, for I um sure that Mr, Houghtoa would not snd should not

| immediztely after & cruise muke a specisl trip to New York., If Maass pre-
#ides he names the comalttes, and the ball passes {rom our hunds to that of
& group with which we have no syspathy.

Mr. Houghtom hag treated me with such dignity amd considersation
thit I would mot, under any clrcumstznces, take the respomsibility of either
acting in hiz absence or asking the Vice-Chuirmen to do so.

Mr. Bamberger arrives in New York - so I huve lzarned - on the
1lth. One of the things that he impressed upon me =t Placid was that "things
| should be done in an orderly fashion.®

I understund the reazons for your wishing a mceting not later
than the 18th, tut I believe thst it is possible to avuid the haste thut
would be required in order to mest your convemiemce. You could, =zt the meet-
ing of your Board on the 19%h, state to them that you huive under comsideration
an invitation which you may or may not zccept and which may or may not
materialize, and you might ask the members of your Board to authorise the
Executive Comuittee to act in case the invitation is extended amd is aceept-
able to you.

You must not undertske this greut responaibility under a clouded
title. You must not mystify everyone. My reeollection of my imterview with
Mr, Stewart, which Mise Eichelser remeabers my recounting to her, was that
the special meeting might be called late in 3eptember - mot early. I know
he his the highest motives for wishing me to be out of am uacoafortable
position as svon as possible, for he is solicitous about the strain which it
imposes upon me, I do pot bellieve it is possible for me to avoid the strain,
eand I am perfectly able to bear it, iy pecrsonel juigmemt is that we had best
do nothing until the regular meeting, when we cam be assured of full atteadance
anc when, Af the directorship is coffered to you, it comes in & menner to which
no memsber of the Board and mo professor cam take exception,

Don't, for your own sake and that of the Institute, under-estimsate
the fact that you are dealing with imntriguers. I freely confess that I was a
baby iz their hands, I took them at their word; I supyosed whem they said
they wanted opportunities for scholarship and wanted to be free of routine they
seant it, They did not meam a word of it - that is, a few or several of them.

LY
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Copvy or mr. Stewart
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August 50, 1959

Desr Mr. Houghton:

I hive just receivsd & telsgram from “ras 1dent. Aydelotte
telling me that, with your accustomed Xindpecs, you can arrsnge to
preside at a specisl mweting on beptesmber lé or any cate thereafter,
The same mell brings me & letter from our srchitect, whish requires
ay presence in Princeton auring the entire week of JDeptember 11th,
for he needs instruction on matters wiichu I elune csn decice - un
additional reazon for net rushing matters,

1 am grateful to rou beyond worde for your willingneos
to sacrifice yeur ccuvenience, tut I belisve that . specisl mueting,
ealled for the 14%h or sume ey thereuiter, would cause comfusion
and mystification, It is ay judgment thut we should pursus & courze
orderly in every r:spsct and thut only in go doing can we avuld
criticism or compiaint,

I am sending Loth President Aydelotte &nd ir, Stesart
a copy of thls note. I need not reiterste¢ whet I sald in sy letter
dictatea sarlier today, th.t thuse two wen huve. llie yourzelf, been
everything thut any buman being eculd expeotl or desire,

#ith all good wizhes and highest reg:rd,

imer sincerely,

(Signed) Abraham Flexner

Alanson B, Houghton, sq.
The Heazdows
South Dartmouth, Messachusetis

AF/NCE

0SS Fea 1954~
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CANADA

August 30, 12Z2

Dear idr, Stewart:
Aydelotte wired me as follows this morning:

"Howzhton telephoned yesterday ready to follow
any instructions from you I explained to him
you now thouzht special meeting umnecessary le
insisted I inferm you that if you should desire it

he cuuld call meeting and Le gresent to preside

himself for September fourteenth or uny dale there-
after."

By the same mail comes a letter from .=zrson, who wishes
me to pe in Princeton during the entire week wihen the special
meeting would be called, for neither he nor anyone else knows the
details which have to be arranged in order that evervthing may
start off smoothly on Octover lst. Tnis seems to me to furnish
one more reason why we sihould let matters pursue their noramal
course until our regular meeting.

Under the circumstances, I hope you may think that I
have acted wisely, for 1 wunt your good opinion as I want almost
nothing else I know.

With all good wishes and ceep appreciution,

Ever yours,

gy

Mr. Welter W, Stewart
Gladstone, New Jersey

AF/UCE

g GU W54~
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Copy for Mr, Stewart

August 50, 1939

Dear Aydelotte:

I have received your telegram conveying Mr. Houghtom's
message. At the same time Larson informs me thut he wishes me to
be in Princeton the whole of the week of September lith.

We will get ourselves imto inextricable econfusiom, &s
well as mystify il of Primcetonm, if we take advamtage of Nr.
Houghtom's kind offer. As I have said to him in a letter I huve
Just written, & copy of which I snclose, I belleve th:t the orderly
course of evente is the only one by which we can avuid criticiss,
complaint, and mystificatiom.

I realise keenly that I am chwosing a course that is
more difficult for you, and you kmow without any assurance on my
part that I woald infimitely prefer to do otherwise, for mothiag
lies mesrer to my heart then that I should do everything in my
poxwsr to somform to your s and your convemlience, us well as
tc imsure your success rity of the Institute.

I believe that we will do best for the permsnemt
interesss of all comncernmed if we omit the special meeting and pursus
the even tenure of our way until October 3.

With all good wishes to you amd Marie,

Ever effectiomstely,

(Signed) Abraham Flexner
President Frask Aydeloite
Swurthmore College
Swarthmsore, Fennsylvunia
A¥/MCE

P. 8. I am sending a sopy of this note to Mr. Stewart.
A.'o v
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THIS IS A FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CABLE-
GRAM OR RADIOGRAM UNLESS OTHERWISK
INDICATED BY SYMBOL IN THE PREAMBLE
OR IN THE ADDRESS OF THE MESSAGE.
SYMBOLS DESIGNATING SERVICE SELECTED
ARE QUTLINED IN THE COMPANY'S TARIFFS
ON HAND AT EACH OFFICE AND ON FILE WITH
REGULATORY AUTHORITIES.

(1 America Cables

TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS
TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH

remia NAGHO 56 NL 4 EXTRA

nadiun Pacific Teleqraphs

MY NEWYORK NY 1\ R w9 ¥
WALTER STUART AND MR WINFIELD RIEFLER
ROGER SMITH HOTEL WASHN DC
CONFIDENTIAL | SAW DOCTOR LEVY TODAY FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS
THINKS MY HUSBANDS PLAN FOR GOING TO PRINCETON IMMEDIATELY AFTER
HIS FORTNIGHT OF COMPLETE REST AND SEEING EACH MAN INDIVIDUALLY
REGARDING SUCCESSION MOST UNW|SE AND DANGEROUS AS TENDING TO

DISTURB AND DISTRESS HIM COULD YOU BOTH PERSUADE HIM TO AVOID THIS
BEST REGARDS

ANNE FLEXNER.

S S Ol 1934 Sy
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¥Yashington, D. C,
S8eptember 22, 1939

Dr. Abraham Plexner,
150 East 72nd4 3treet,
New York, New York,

Dear Dr. Flexner:

¥Win has reported to me his telephone
conversation with you last week-end, As I undere
stand,your program ocontemplates taking no action
prior to the regular meeting of October 9. At
that ncotiagt 28 provided in the By-laws, the
trustees will act uwpon your resignation and sppoint
a committee to consider the seleation of a sucoessor.
Win tells me that you e¢ with him that this
commigtee should be instruoted to oonsult the
members of the faoulty individually and te¢ report
back to & special meeting of the trustees. I am
glad that you have come to this deeision and
believe that in the oirecumstances it is the wisest
course to follow. As you know, Win, as a member
of the faocudty and as a trustee has, over a period
of years, assured other members of ne faculty
that he would faver sueh a procedure. It is alse
a proocedure wnigh your successor might desire

Win joins me in sending you affectionate
regards. :

As ever,

Palser ¥, Stevars.

I———=_1 L el

b o0



October B, 1939

Dear Dr. Weed!

Tou will recall that you are a member of the Committee on
Nominations of the Ingtitute for Advanced Study, this year,
Fould 1t be possidle to hold a drief meeting of the Committes
prior to the neeting of the Board of Trustees on NMonday, Cotoler
9¢th? If conwenient to you, I suggest that we meet in the usual
ooz at the Uptown Olud at 12 o'clock.

It scems to me thet 1% would de advisadle to recommend to
the Eoard somsons to fill the vacancy left by the expliration of
Misg Sabin's term as Trustee., After conenlting with a numdber of
people here, my inclination is to recommend Henry Alleam Moe, who
has been Secretary of the Guggenheinm Memorial FPoumdation since
1924. He has long besn interested in education, has taught at
Oxford and Columbia Universities, and through the followship
activities of the Ouggsulieim Foumdation, has a wide acquaintance
with students who have undertaken advanced study abroad. I be-
lieve he would make g good mesber of our Board. )

The question has arisen as to whether the resignatiom of
Dr. Flexner as Director greates a vacancy on the Board.  On this
matter I have asked for an interpretation of the By-laws from '
My, Hardin. In the event that Dr. Flexner's resiznation as
. Director carries with 4¢ automs tically his resignation as a mémber
of the Board, theam I think it would be desiradle for the Committee
on Fominations $¢ recommend his reelsction as Trustes,

I have in mind several other names of people who I think
would meke good truatees and doubtless you also will have sugges-
tions. If we could have a short meeting before ocur luncheon, I
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Singerely yours,

D:‘. Julius H. Friedenwald : : ' y : e
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

710 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET
BALTIMORE, MD.

LEWIS H. WEED, M. D..DIRECTOR

October 5, 1939.

Mr. Walter D. Stewart,

School of Economics and Politics,
Institute for Advgnced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

My dear Mr. Stewart:-

Your letter of yesterday has just come to me and I hasten to tell
you ihat I shall of course be glad to meet with you at twelve o'clock in
the Uptown Club on Monday, October 9th.

I must tell you however that I do not believe it advisable to fill
any vacancies in the Board of Trustees at this time. Under the By-laws
Vthe Board has power to elect a trustee to fill a vacancy but the person
elected under these conditions can serve merely until the time of the annual
meeting in the spring. This provision in the By-laws seems to me to in-
dicate the inadvisability of any temporary election and I believe the matter
may well go over until the annual meeting, at which time an election for
the unexpired term of the vacancy could be made.

~In the event that the Board wishes to fill the vacancy I should not
favor the nomination of Henry Allen Moe. I think that there are many
other persons who are interested in the program of the Institute and whose
value to the Board would be far in excess of that of Mr. Moe. I shall be
glad to explain my reasons for opposition to Mr., Moe's nomination when I see
you on Monday.

The problem of trustee-relationship presented by Mr. Flexner's resig-

nation as Director is of course primarily a legal one. As I read the By-

(S



Mr. Stewart, 2 10-5-39

laws, I should assume that Mr. Hardin's ruling would be that a vacancy
would exist in the Board, to be filled by the election of the new Dir—_
ector, who according to the By-laws "shall be a member and trustee of the
Corporation". In addition to this more or less legal aspect of the af-

fair, I doubt very much the wisdom of the election of a retiring executive

as a member of the Board. My feeling in this regard is that the presence

r——

of an Emeritus Director might at any time become a source of great embarrass-
ment io the new executive. Under other circumstances I should be more
than delighted tp have Abraham Flexner continue upon the Board but I do not
believe that we should place any possible inhibition upon the functioning
of the new Director.

I am glad that you are bringing together the Committee on Nominations
at this time and I look forward to good discussion of the problem with you

on Monday.
Very sincprely,

1934-97
S -10s Tan—5G=ritn
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October 14, 1939.

Professor Walter W. Steward,
Office of the Specizl Advisers to the Secretary of the Treasury,
Wasnington, D.C.

Dear Professor Steward:

Thank you for your letter. I am glad you think the meet-
ing went off satislactorily. And I have been reclly touched
by letters from Flexner and Aydelotte, If at your convenieace
next week you will 'phone my secretary, Miss Braddock, I shall
be delighted to see you and Riefler - pretty much any afterncon
at 5 o'clock.

Confidentially, I have a letter this morning from Percy
Straus resigning ais position ae Trustee. I have an uncomfort-
able feeling that perhaps, in order to cut out any debate as to
the point he raised - waether a younger iman should not be made
Director - I was unnecessarily brusque in the reply to his
suggestion, I still think I was rignt and that such a debate
would have been unfortunate at the moment, I wish you would
let me know quite frankly whether I should try to smooth matters
over with him provided this is the motive of his resignation.

Yours sincerely

Ny & el

S /a8 Sone A3G-4




ABRAHAM FLEXNER
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 17, 1939

Dear Mr. Stewart:

Thank you for your reassuring and encouraging letter,
which was forwarded to me here from New York.

I stood the meeting very well, and I cannot really say that
I even felt any strain afterwards. You were quite right in your advice
to me as respects a possible statement by Professor Veblen, but Mr.
Houghton handled the thing so well that no one else had a chance,
although I think no one realized that such was the case.

I am heartened by your assurance that "we shall not lose
touch with one another."™ I have never, I think, in so brief a time come
to love men as I love you and Warren and Win, and I should feel impoverished
if from time to time, and as often as jou can, I did not see you. The
feeling which I have for you three is shared by others who have been
brought in contact with you, and now that the public announcement has
been made, even those who thought they had grievances realize that they
were simply self-deceived, and at that I am content to let it go.

I saw President Dodds on Friday and told him of the.conclusion
which the Board had reached. He beamed and said, "I have been inquiring
about Aydelotte since you first spoke to me. I am absolutely convinced
that you have made the best possible choice in the entire country, and
though I regret your leaving, I am sure that Aydelotte and I will hit
things off as successfully and coBperatively as you and I have been doing

in these past years." That 1lifts from my mind the last remaining doubt.




Mr. Walter W. Stewart October 17, 1939

Gagss and others,whom within the last few days I have taken
into my confidence, have spoken in the same strain. The future is
therefore as secure as human forethought can make it.

With affectionate greetings to you znd Win and Warren,

believe me

Always your friend,

CZLtTCf‘v

Mr. Walter W. Stewart
Roger Smith Hotel
Washington, D. C.

AF/MCE
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DIRECTOR Administration
POLICIES

First draft of minutes of Director's report on School of
Economics and Politics to Trustees with comments School of Economics
and Politics but filed in file below. Not in final form ¢
attached to Minutes. He favors ordering of knowledge

presently available rathem than research to acquire more
knowledge.

Draft is filed with this memo in Vertical File under
"D® for Director.

/“%awb ' 14 A

D, Humanistic Studies
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School of Economics and Politics §C£§4dkj CLIj

The Director reported only on tentative plans now under discussion

in this School. The situation he deemed far less clear heme than in the .
other Schools. The School had formerly been divided between Professor Earle's
modern history semimeax studies and the groups in eponomics under Professors
Stewart, Riefler and Warren. Professor Riefler's acceptance of a position
with the Federal Reserve Board, and Professor Stewart's retirement in the
near future, nebmwetdy brings to decision what is going to happen to the School.
The seminar work under Professor Earle is to be continued: awest $Sti.e
T, . et Lolif, Sond
men, in - 0 s, will be invited each year for a more or less
] Jo}
Lirtwn et €|

organized atiaele-sn £k a subject which appears timely. The Director told

something of last year's seminar on Russia; usually some people come from
‘Washington to listen to the discussions; some participants write books zms
_or articles while they are kmrex members. Professor Earle's sddeet®d subject
for neit year is the history of the 18th century in Western Europe- for the

WH e A ﬂf e (L~ {l '}\.
following year France

It was Professor Farle's opinion that
; pexyarognanx o, budget of

would be
$10,000., rather»thanptheﬂeuﬂzggﬁuwlﬂgﬁgeﬂﬁuasxthilghb necessary. I%mmae-t‘

! fely scale
Dlrector'xfapxxxax that this/s=um was probably more than the Institute could

supporty-that



|
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support. Professor Ear mifht ask for owbs®de help for the project) ,-&.J»*,,
ot jos ‘é[é*»a TrmdeFon |

About the mwmx general plans for the economic group in the School

~

the Director was hesitant to talk in view

of the fact that they were in process of formulation. He thought it of

importance that Professor Jacob Viner,m’g&ﬁaﬁ economist and historian of

I P W o O

wide. inberests, now at Princeton University, mas had been invited by the

School to attend departmental meetings WW

taker in the-futiire.activ -Of"';‘?\ﬁtsﬂh@d' The Director described the

School as'-the only instrument which the Institute has for discussing or

il

‘dealing with the social sciences} E:H.e‘ p'ointed out that both Professors Stewart

Ferb '(’%’U

and Warren have well-founded doubts about the value of economics as a-sbudy

always
in i . The School has,/been notable for its centrifugal tendencies. It

is now faced with a deep choice, one also facing the Institute, of whether

é:g-—build a

to pursue further studies in any one of the social sciences, or-t¢/ pkamxax

erogra"tmg d"'k"c %Wﬁ&f“’%'

more practical ; There has been talk of general methodological studies

and juridical studies. But the Director felt that no one man or group of

L3

‘men seemed smmm,\to act as & focus. The Director's own

feeling he thought kexkxmxpreszed probably best expressed by the words of

Oun

*_wa Mr. Justice Holmes: U"lhatwe need is more education in k= the obvious

¢



and less elucidation of the obscure." In this sense, the Director was of

the view that there might be a place at the Institutex for the ordering

of knowledge as it exists)on an ad hoc basis. He pointed to present-day ' !

| brs (s am}amﬂ‘(‘?m‘mw’*m/
psychology as an example of a study based on part method and. pewb—theery ,

and facimgg a methodological crisis. In the social scienes this happens

O
very frequently. Many of—he problems in these sciemees are largely
m(ﬁ-ra&{«lzﬂ- el T U021 -

A_phiquOphical; but there are also very often problems of practical conse-
quence which obviously are timely and tough. The available information
on such problems would be useful if it could be ordered and made public.

\ The Goverrnment has done something of this when it sees a critical problem

\ L
{

E arising; but in many cases these governmental committees fail to take
% advantage of what is really known about the subject.
In considering such studies, the Institute would be undertaking
\ éi}$<ﬁ & Mo
work that has nethifhy to do with the real accretion of knowledge in the
I~
social sciences, but rather with the use of bhe knowledge now available.
Although not asking for authorization to pursue such a course, the Director

“welcomed comment on it. On question from Mr. Lewis as to whether an illustra-

.tion of the contemplated work could be given by explaining the proposed 18th

‘century studies under Professor Earle, the Director answered he did not think



gk

the xwm= programsﬁpomparable. Professor Earle's seminar wes is an attempt at
historical research; to see whether sources have been hitherto misunderstood
and whether additional &ight can be thrown on a particular course of history.

This may be rellected in the books or articles of some of the members; it may

.

10 Vinle Wel) U Un (Alpe pian deer 4&@-5
be gudged by shholarly standards; the outcome depends—en-those who come for

the interchange of ideas. But the program under dlSCUSSlO %}g%gﬁﬁ%ipﬁgs
e 8

Awas quite different; it wnngd mean inviting a group of people qualified to

discuss the underlying assumptions in the statistical theory of economics;

out of such a program should come a type of formal report. An example would

be a group who have been struggling with the contradiction of psychological

techniques. Such panels could most fruitfully study present criées; shey

they might be supplementary to groups with primarily historical interest; hhey

ok

wonld heve to do with ke practice rather than with fundamental knowledge.

JIn such a manner is practice codified; but it is not necessarily intellectualigy

enrichment.

. : couloteee! e
Tt was the feeling of the Director that in the social sciences this i

bat

the general way in which the Institute éﬁzuéd proceed’ a;theugh—ehe decision

had w$% been taken. On auestion from Dr. Aydelotte as to whether Palestine

or India would be appropriate problems for such studies, the Director



o Lt
replied that questions adjudicating hostile views, particularly those already
before the American political scene, would possibly put the Institute in
a crucially bad position. The choice of a particular problem would be a

Y{m..uLWO/)

good part og&the attackg im-general, the study would be on a somewhai.narmew

,baae7~fﬁr*énstannaa_ﬁgn§nvestigaté what are the actualities of the industriali-

zation of India might be considered.
W*“"‘"

At Mr. Strauss' suggestion that such a program might affect the
| Gireey Yo
scholarly atmosphere of the Institute, the Director gdaid-he—fedf it meant
a break from purely scholarly work. It would probably mean not more than

five or six members in residence in any one semester} researebk—and—etirer

_could-be done outside the-InstituPe. As such, the scale
/,__-w

s 0

of the project should not upset the Institute atmosphere; the spirit might

be disastrous. Oh question as to whether the plan would fall within the

sf{-l»:ﬁ"\.‘/\/v--(l ';,tt(‘) Cy}-ﬂ-u ”
School of Economica and Politics, the Director stated that had—reot~beemr—decided.
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DIRECTOR Administration
AYDELOTTE, F, Biographical
OPFPENHEIMER, R.

SIEGEL

List of problems Oppenheimer inherits.

Filed in Vertical File under "D" for Director.
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but I certainly feel thet tn«w
| arecenthusiaatie. If,

present endowment.

October &, 1947
Dear Robert:

There are o lot of thinge on my mind which I should like to
unleozd on to yours as follows:

(1) This guestion of taxation of the Mineville houses. I
neve gent you a memoranlum on this subjeect. You can see how it
affects the queetion of allowing & man like Dirac to ocoupy one
of them. Dirac 18 a border.line cnse and I dopit think we gould
get away with it if we allowed one of our permenent members of
the Faculty to live thers,

(2) I take Lt that you know sbout £ m the Carnegle
Institution of £10,000 for Lowe's OLA g8 made for s
period of three years and I think 1%

djbé ﬁruzent to ecollect
ane-trlrd of 1t each yeuar. /

(3) Jobn Fulton feels that 4t WouXd be better not to make a
revort on the Geegt Litrery at Ahe gde of the Bosrd tomorrow
but to wait until December oy i™NApril, I think that 18
wigse., I don't know how enthi ou are nmbout Chinege Studles
/be no euecess here unlese you
want to do so, I am sure that
you can eolleet large /Muhds fﬁr this purpose over and sbove our

(%) I hope that Ki #7111 te intereeted in the landscaping
gl Ahd 7ﬂ«*1tuta properti®s. I have & proposal for an outdoor
mevoriasl to Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld to be enlled "Founder's

. Welk? which would be a continuation of the northern axis of the

Institute right down to 8tony Brook and the Canal. If and when
you et round to it, I hope you will econslder thle seriously.

{5) You will find in the files records of special grants to
Herzfeld and Goldman for publicstions and to lLowe for CLA., I may

“' _nove in my filee over here some material on this subjeet which

I shall be glad to turn over to you.

j (6) Sooner or later the Faculty will reise the question with
you of a publication fund., The mathematiclans and the economists
have no need of any such fund einge various organizations will
finence all their publications. The humsnlats on the other hand
need money to publish their books. Whether we should establish

‘a publication fund for the benefit of the humanists slone, I heve

never been sble to declde and I =zm very harny to leave that
decislon to you.
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Ootober &, 1947

(7) You know sbout the arrsngement for Meritt's Aesistont,
This will become more urgent if Dorothy Dauncey decides te go
baek to Canada.

(2) After October 16th and after I have had an opportunity
for a 1ittle holidey in Waterford, Connecticut, I intend to make
you p comprehensive etntement of our pension nlane. I sm ashamed
not to have done this before but you ean be sure that every indi.

"widual on the Faeulty undﬁrat“nda exzotly hie own atatus and
consequently the whole maiter 1s leas urgent.

(8) One of thess days you will h&ve to face the problem of
moving ihe Tressurer's Office to Princeton. I am all in favor of
doing so. I4think it would be an economy and I am sure 1t would
be an adninistrative convenience. I had exactly the same problem
at Swarthmore only in tnat case the Tressurer died at a convenient
moment and I wag 2ble to move the office out to Swarthmore without
any trouble. I certd nly hope 1t will be 2 long time before Nr.
Leldesdorf dles but I think he would live longer 1f the Treasurer's
Office vere moved to Princeton,

ugincae which 1
the preparation

wgmbere of the Institute

ography of the scholarly

(10} There are tvo items of un
think I ought to refer to you. One
y and publication of a comprehensiye 1
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1 hing 1f Mra. Leary had a
exnected to leave any tlme AL3ey the lﬁth af Ootobar. I think
1t wauld be worthrhile fo IDstitate to send Mrs. Leary up
fta gee Jane in Swarthmord, erford or Hew Haven or wherever

Jsha may be.

(12) Veblen daF
about Slegel's sala

o see me thie morning to raise a point
legel went off to G8ttingen some time
lagt summer, I recompended that he should have lsave on full
salary for the first lsix months of the lsst scademic year. W¥When
-he decided to remalw in G8tiingen, I suggeated to the Trustser
that he should be put on helf salary until such time as he should
return to the Institute. He has now returned and my provosal is
that he should be put on full salary as from October lst. Veblen
thinke he should be on full salary from July lst. That does not
make sense to me but if you think it wise, I am wery glzd to leave
the decision to you. Veblen's point ie that nothing is too good
for Siegel. My position 1s that however good Blegel may be we
gugh§ to treat him ss we would treat any other mezber of the

20U t?.

I have refrained from putting these points up to you hitherto



October &, 1947

for fear you might resign the Directorship.

Yours aincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

<

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey



MEMORANDUM OF DUTIES OF DIRECTOR OF INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY:

Cholce of members of the Faculty

Choice of members of the Institute

Budgete

Buildings and Grounds

Bupervision of housing

Arrangementa for members of the Faculty who may want
to go abroad and for bringing people from abroad to Princeton

Publicity

Relatione with Princeton University, Rockefeller Institute
and tihe RCA

General suvervislion of the computer projeot

Entertainment of visitors

Editing of Bulletin

 Pregiding at Feculty meetinge and departmental meetings

Bupervision of library

Employment of gtaff and supervision of salaries

Agsignment of rooms

Applicatliong to founiations Tor funde for research and
publication

~



DUTIES OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY:

Board of Trustees

Prepare schedule of meetincga of Board and Executive Committee

8end out notices of meetings of Board and Executive Committee

Keep track of material for agenda j

Draft, mimeograph, mail and index Minutes

Jend out notices of meetings of special committees of
Board of Trustees as requested, for example, Nominating
Committee, Committee on Buildings and Grounds

Asaist in printing revision of By-Lavs

Chegk contenta of Safe Deposit Box and report to Treasurer's
ffice by June %0th of each year

Use of Institute seal

Power to sign checks on Institute's Petty Cssh Account

A A
\ \ o

DUTIES OF SECRETARY TO THE DIRECTOR:

Preparation, mimeograprhing and distributlion of Staff and Members
List for each term

Letters of appointment for membere and assistants

Revort arrivals and departures of members and assistants to
Immlgration and Naturallzation Service

Clearance letters for Densrtment of Internal Revenue for Institute
members leaving the country

Agslistance to members regarding immigration 2nd naturalization
procedures

Responsible for seeing that 211 members, ascistants, vielting
profegsors and Trustees sign register. Keep typewritten copy
of register up-to-date.

Preparation of curriculum vitae form for members

Veterang - Gil Stott

Collect material for Institute Bulletin

Maintain germanent mailing lisgt for Inetitute Bulletin

Responslible for checking proofs of Bulletin and for mailing each
issue

Schedule dates for Institute holidays, Faculty meetinge and
Faculty luncheons

Notify secretary of Secretary of Faculty about sending out
notices for Faculty meetings and Faculty luncheons

Notify Miss Miller and Mrg. Dilks of these dates

Collect material for Faculty meetings

Type Faculty minutes in minute book

Keev track of material for mectings of Schools, eg. applications
for membership
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Filing, transfer filing, map file
Keep Director's calendar up-~to-date

Keep 1list of material in Instituie safe

Secretarial duties for Director
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