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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 17, 19~7

Dear Robert:

Mitsos Who was here last year has exprpssed his

Willingness to undertake to supply some missing items

which Meritt very much wants for his collection of

squeezes. The expense involved would be somewhere

between $200 and $300. It is the kind of thing which

I have always taken care of out of the contingent fund.

If you aoprove, I will tell Meritt to go ahead and

make suitable arrangements.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Copy to Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
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~ 6, 1911-7

De r L r.:

ike the Inst1tute to buy h1m a n~·

T, r. I th~t our re pone1b111ty or 1s that the

rE'spontlib

E'l1t ?

ty t the 1~s61c~ ~ub' cnt1 nq hie he

11 tt. tub' .. b0ut your , ~n 1 D1d

., ntr< one 'rn h COst gO r th_ t aince thO' t C~ltld not

be bt lnE' imrnsai t J JOu

one C)oti~g 6325. Ie thct correct?

Your B1ncerply.

Fr n}- ydelotte
\

Profpseor Benjam1n D. Meritt
Inst1tute for Advnnced Study
Princeton, Ne' Jerfley
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C 37'i -5 164~-12/"5 PLEASE AOpRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY

~~RD WHlrE s

0° CUNARD =~~I:~T~ STAR "Nc~
DONALDSON ATLANTIC LINE LIMITED

IN YOUR REPl.Y

KINOl.Y QUOTE

RTJ: AC
25 BROADWAY

NEW YORK 4. N. Y.

TEL.EPHONE
BOWL.ING GREEN 9-~300

April 25, 1947

Mr. Gilmore Stot~,

Assistant to Dr. Ayaelotte
The Rhodes Scholarship Trust
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Mr. Stott:

I
Aoril 7~h that
and decided to
un r.il 1948.

I was delighted to le~rn from your le~ter of
Professor Benjamin J. Meritt has seen the light
postpone his visi~ to ~he Unlversi~y of Glasgow

As we anticipate that 1948 will oresent the
same nroblemsJas far as the availability of p~ssen er accom­
modation is concerned, to that which we are oncoQ~tering to­
day, gerhaps you would have Professor Merit~ comple~e the at­
tached application in order t.hat he may be amongst the· early
relSistr ts.

~
...cti'NARD WHI'l'E::

-
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April 7, 1947

lJear r. Johnson:

I have your letter of April 1st and want to
thank you ror your extra efforts tow~rd obtaining a pas­
sage t"or ?rofessor Ben amin J. Meritt on one of your
sailings in mid-June.

I have just been discussing with Mr. Meritt
the ma~i difficulties which are connected with obtaining
such a pas~age at this late date and in view of these
circumstances, he has decided to postpone the acceptance
of his degree from the University of Glasgow until the
su er of 1946.

In line with the information which you gave
me in your letter, I have suggested to IIr. eritt that
he should at once apply ror passage in the summer of that
lear and I know that he expects to stOJ in your office
within the near ruture in order to do so.

any thanks ror your generous help.

Yours sincerely,

,

GS:kr
h. T. Johnson, ~sq.

Cunard Dite Star, Ltd.
25 bro dway
He Lorl! 4, • Y.

•

Gilmore Stott,
Assist<nt to Dr. Aydelotte
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PLEASE ADDRESS ALLCOMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY

~~RD WHIrs

6° CUNAR" ~~~I~H~T~;TAR ,,~~
DONALDSON ATLANTIC LINE LIMITED

~OUP REP~
KINOL..... qUOTE

RTJ:vab ,

25 BROADWAY

NEW YORK 4. N. Y.

April 1, 1947

TELEPHONE
BOWUNG GREEN 9~5300

Mr. Gilmore Stott
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeto:l, New ,J ersey

Dear Mr. Stott:

I have your letter of March 25th in which you
apply for accommodation for passa e for Professor Benjamin
J. Meritt by one of our sailings in mid-June.

Sorry to say that our booking position is very
difficult for all sailings up to and including the end of
July and it is impossible this time for us to pro ise
that the Professor will securg reservation by our Line.

We are filing his application and should cancdlla­
. tions permit, you will hear from us again.

~rul
cu6ARD VlHIT3 -STAR

/
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lIarch 25, 1947

Dear Mr. Johnson:

As I mentioned to you 1n our telephone con­
versation today, Profe sor BenJamin J. eritt, who i. a
me ber of the Institute for Advanced Study, has been in­
vited to receive a degree t the University of Glasgow on
the Z5th of June.

The problem, of course, is whether or not
he can obtain passage so as to be able to be there. r.
Meritt would prefer to arrive in Bngland if possible by
about the 15th so as to have a safe margin orior to the
date of June 25th on which the degree will be conferred.
Bowever, he would be willing to arrive on any date which
would allow as much as two or three days margin for him to
make the trio to Glasgow. r. Meritt ill be happy to go
via any class passage available, but prerers an economical
passage for example tourist, if that is possible.

As I mentioned to you over the telephone,
Mr. eritt is especially eager to go with his wife. If,
however, it means the difference between being able to go
or not being able to go, he would a~cept a single passage.
Mr. Meritt is reluctant to suggest this alternative, butI
understana he auld accept it if that is necessary.

It is necessary for Mr. eritt to return to
this country early in July in order to carryon his stuaies
here. I understand that the return passage would not be
so difficult to obtain as the east ara passage. If it
r~uld .or~ out that some type of eastward passage coul

be made av ilable to Mr. lIeritt, I know t t he will wish
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to make a definite arrangement regarding his return sailing
so as not to be stranded on the other side. It has occurred
to me that the return sailing of the Kauretania on the 1st
of July would be ideal if this is possible.

It is very generous of you to do us the favor
of looking out for Mr. Meritt and both he and Ur. Aydelotte
are extremely appreciative of your efforts.

Yours sincerely,

GS:kr Gilmore Stott,
Assistant to Dr. Aydelotte

R. T. Johnson, Esq.
Uunard White star, Ltd.
25 broadway
New York, N. Y.
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March 24, 1947

Dear Ben:

I return your Honorary ~egree letter herewith

and am asking Gil Stott to make some eftorts with the

Cunard ite Star line t~ find jlaces for you and Betty

on the ~ueen glizabeth on June 11th.

I enclose at the same time a letter I recently

received from a British scholar who wants to know about

late American books on the Homeric problem. I should be

grateful if you would est so e titles which I could

s nd on to hi~. Please return his letter so that 1 can

answer it.

YourS sincerely,

}O'A: kr

Mr. Benjamin J. eritt
lnst!tute for Advanced Study

1'"rank ydelotte
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COpy

Dr. B. J. Meritt
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ew Jersey, U. S. A.

Dear Dr. eritt:

The University
Glasgow, \'1.2
14th March, 1947

I am directed by the Senate of the University to
invite you to receive at its hands the Honorary Degree of
Doctor of Laws. I have much pleasure in conve~ing this invi­
tation and hope to hear t~at you will acce?t it.

It is hoped to hold an Honorary Graduation \;ere­
mony on t~e afternoon of ednesday, 25th June. !,'urther infor­
mation '11 be sent you later; in the meantime, it may be
useful to say t~at for the occasion of the ceremony itself
the University will provi e each graduand lith t~e accademic
dress appropriate to his degree.

Yours sincerely,

(signe~
c. J. Fordyce
Cler;r of Senate
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FILE:

RE:

LETTER DATED:

SEE:

.~ RE?E.R:E. 'CE

MERITT, Benjamin '40-'47

SHEAR, Mrs. Leslie - Gift of paintings of Greek pottery to I.A.S.
under supervision of Prof. Meritt

FILE - Dec. '46 - Dec/ '48

INSTITUTE GENERAL - Shear Mrs. Leslie
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 17, 1946

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you very much for the copies of Hesperia

and A.J.A. I shall see to it that copies of Hesperia

reach you regularly and we shall, of course, be glad to

have them for our file when you have finished reading them.

Sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

BDM:DD
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Magnetawan, via Burkls Falls
Ontario, Canada
August 29, 1946

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ew Jersey, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have learned with some dismay that a group of
electronic experts has moved into half of the basement of our
wing at the Institute. I am very sorry that they have done
this and I hope that you will manage it so that this will be
merely a temporary expedient. Without the storage space that
this room provided we will be unable to work on our engravings
in the room that is now left, as I understand it, for the
Humanistic School, and I want to get the heavy material that
must simply be stored back into the other half of the basement.

This is all the more important as I expect to have
a very large increment that must be stored as soon as I return
to Princeton.

Very sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

BDl~: DD
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Magnetawan, via Burkls Falls
Ontario, Canada
August 21, 1946

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

We expect to leave here on September 9 and reach
Princeton sometime in the afternoon of September 11. I hope
that you have had as good weather for your vacation in
Connecticut as we have had here in Magnetawan. E. L. Woodward
arrived safely a few days ago and is enjoying the brief respite
before he gets down to work with us in Princeton.

I merely wanted to let you know what our plans are.

Sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

BDM:DD
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April 28,. 1946

Professor B.D •• al'itt
18 Nornam Gardens
Ox.fo , England

e r Benl

Wa~e t thanks for your ote whi h reached me th1s
"fter'loon on my t'ir "!'eal . I in toe orfice, 30 that as a
wel_ome it is eztre ely ti~ely. e ha a somewhat 510 trip
hi> ,,~ lost week. e ,ere "ue to leave on tio ay ar-d' to reach
~ew lor 0: TuesJa? I. stea' we ~ere held up one av at
ueneva, two 01 ts in Irelanj, and on~ ~AY in W_wfo -land,
fio"lly reachi"!; ~. 'l :--, 1"1 ':.~ ? ida / ufterlloon.

I fine. ev~rl'thin6 in g00 ~nape he"!' 1; the Insti­
<:ute nd :n- 0« - "-tli ,; d nn t wo', 0 .. t!le cb1em3 which
jl...V~ )3<':'1 l~ft .rJr e to .>;)1Ye. • al 3. ., has ju t been in to
_ee :::e and eXpre33;!_ i-sel: ~3 jeli~hte with the :'ac111t1es
he 1'inc.s in his lepar+;r:aent. He h :> i:1c11e t lly jU3t beell
oft'er d a pr eS30r3h1J ie Univ.;lr3itr C:>11ege,i'oronto, . Dd
ill be there next ye-r. I u ditio. ,'ule; hay a ne b~DY

1 t -'l1r famil , JO that life for hi::! 1::; very exc1--:1ng. He
cou d ~1nd no pla ~ ~or h1, life in Pri c~ton, n she h~3
been st~yina 1th an aunt i H rt:ord.

/

got or bout th t
you at" the s~e ti.e

have a moment to 0
It i3 obviously

I a~ extremely gl thdt tOU
suite se of Din. I meant to wri e to
I wcote to Bagley but,literally did no
it. Lou will be coming home next wee.
ore convin1ent to have hl~ bring it.

- With indest regards, I am,

'lours sincerely,

•

Frank Aydelotte

-.

•
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Summary of Professor Meritt's Activities

in connection with the war effort

About May the first of 1942 Professor Meritt began to work
continuously with the Office of Strategic Services in Washington,
taking leave of absence from the Institute so that he might do
this, and taking a position in the Foreign Tationalities Branch
of Colonel Donovan's organization as chief of the Chancery
Division. This work grew out of reliminary volunteer service
with the Office of Strate~ic Services which Professor Meritt had
begun in Princeton at the close of 1941. The Foreign ation­
elities Branch was organized for the purpose of studying the
foreign national groups in the United States with respect to
their nolitical aspirations, their possible community of interest,
their differences, and the effect of ell these unon the war
effort of the United ations.

In Washington Professor Meritt was active in following the
political aspirations of about thirty-six foreign national
groups within the United States. One of his asstgnments was
to sunnly a complete coverage of the foreign language press
from the point of view of olitical intelligence. This he did
in c06peration with a number of volunteer workers in academic
institutions throughout the United States. But this was only
one of a number of ctivities of the Washington office. A
~reat deal of the work was of a confidential nature and from
July the first of 1942 until recently when the Office of Stratefic
Services was disbanded, the Foreign 'ationalities Branch onerated
under the direction of the joint Chiefs of Staff. As the counter­
part of the Chancery Division a Field StUdy Division was developed.
For a time Professor Meritt worked in close liaison with the
Field Study Division. Later he was given the duties of Associate
Director, and eventually had charge of the activities of both
the Chancery Division and the Field Study Division.

This activity in connection with the war effort necessitated
Professor Meritt's liVing in Washington, where he had to be in
const nt touch with the Department of State, the Department of
Justice, the Army", the Navy, the Office of War Information, and
other agencies interested in foreign nationalities, like the
Board of Economic Warfare, the Treasury Department, and the
Maritime Commission.

Professor Meritt continued ,ith the Office of Strategic
Services until the middle of AUfust, 1943, when Governor Let~,
the sctive director of the Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation
Operations, had need of his services in an emergency capacity,
namely. to establish as soon 8S possible an outpost in the
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iddle E~st. Realizing the importance of the uroposed plan as
outlined by Governor Lehman, Professor Meritt resigned from the
Office of Strategic Services and obtained leave of absence from
the Insti ute for Advanced Study until the end of the calendar
year, in order to uerform his ne T duties. He was engaged to go
to Cairo as a representative of the State Department and took
the oath of office on September 6th.

A period of preuaration followed in which Professor Meritt
conferred reoeatedly with Mr. Philip C. Jessup. Director of
the Personnel Section of OFRRO. a d with Governor Lehman on
nroblems connected with the mission. He received t e necessary
inoculations, and wen~ through the formalities of obtaining a
ass,ort, and collecting eouioment for the journey. Every thin_

pointed to.ard success in carrying out the assigned task.
However, the matter of obtaining air trensportation caused
delaY, and mea~while bureaucratic dispute arose among various
governmental agencies, of hich OFRRO was one, which resulted
in reoreanization by Executive Order on September 25th. Professor
Meritt's understanding with Governor Lehman in August 1943, when
he had asked for leave of absence from the Institute until the
end of the calendar year, had been that the mission would be
accomolished in three months' time, but since then much time
had elapsed, and in the reorganization of September 25th
Governor Lehman had been removed from the directorship of OF~qO

and had been given the responsibility for creating the mechinery
for ·RRA. Professor Merit found himself no loneer a member
of the St te Deoartment but a public servant in the Executive
Office of the President, and OFRRO and the other agencies which
had entered into the disoute which brought about the reorganization
were coordinated in a new board, the Office of Foreign Economic
Adninistration. Professor Meritt felt then that he ought not
to go to Cairo. as had been lanned, unless matters clarified
themselves raoidly, but Governor Lehman urged him to carryon
in he ho e that he might get off to Cairo. Governor Lehman
felt that he would need a first-hand account from one of his
own peoole in Cairo of what was going on in the Middle East at
the time when he was creating UNRRA. However, when Professor
Meritt had reQueated further leave of absence from the Institute,
he had set October lOth as the time limit on his deoarture for

he ~iddle East, the latest date in his estimation on ich he
might le ve for Cairo, accomolish his mission. and return by
the end of 1943. On October 4th he was finally sumooned to
the airport to be "processed." There he was told that he mil1"ht
get off by October 18th, though the Priorities Board and the-
Army Trans.ort could not. of course, guarantee this. On October 5th
he reoorted these facts to OFRRO and submitted his resignation,
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AS CILTIO

01 ~ric

522 Fifth Av~nu, ew Lor ~8, N. Y.

'ov",.,b.,r 30, 944

Dr. FrOlA 1
The Institut
Princeton,

e tte
for v ced ~tu y

Dear Doctor A7delotte:

ur letter of uv~oar ~7, you no dou now

l~ve _1 ett I' 01 . ve oer 24 Ruicn ~9 er~ yo~r uebti0fi

conC>3;rnin~ t e annul t)l' contr f C ll~ J 01 Pro ... ~bsor von ~eum

La to reU ,miln t cnnuity can trL..d .j~. iU,1.V} hel by
---..

16 a month t~rtin~ July I, 195~ to provi~" ju t ~55 ~ month,

~ t ~ u~t be r~duced to

Pro·e 50r B. D. aritt, th0 I' sent wont,~y pI'~mi

be p~id throucn June 1, 95~

reg leI' ettlement, L..t age 65.

Sir.c~rt..l;.r your:"

oi~~d: R. L. MATTOCKS

bocia te c w.ry

RLIi:RJ

of 125 msy
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN D. MERITT

Athens and the Delian League, in The Greek Political Experience
(Studies in honor of W. K. Prentice) pp. 50-60; Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1941.

American excavations in the Athenian Agora, nineteenth report:
Greek inscriptions, Hesperia X, pp. 38-64, 1941.

Notes on Attic Decrees, Hesperia X, 1941, pp. 301-337.

New fragments of the tribute lists, American Journal of Philology
LXII, 1941, pp. 1-15.

Review of Epigra hica, Revista Italiana di Epigrafia, I; American
Journal of Philology, 1941, p. 513.

American excavations in the Athenian Agora, twenty-second report:
Greek inscriptions, Hesperia XI, 1942, pp. 275-303.

The early Athenian tribute lists, Classical Philology XXXVIII, 1943,
pp. 223-239.

American excavations in the Athenian Agora, twenty-fourth report:
Greek inscriptions, Hesperia XIII, 1944, pp. 210-266.

Editor, American Journal of Philology
Editor, Hesperia

Scheduled for publication in 1945: Athenian Decrees of the Fifth
Century in one volume.
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Sept. 19. '45

99 BATTLE ROAD

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

Dear Miss Miller:
As I discussed the question of roomers

wi h Yr. ~erritt before he left - because of a sU~ies­

tion pu forward by someone else - I thou~ht it might

be well >0 reply to your le>ter myself and tell yOJ

what the situation is. From my talk with Mr. Merritt I

do not feel that Mrs. Bill and I ouiht to take anyone

in here wi·hou his specific request. ~his is, of

course, bo h for his pro·ec~ion and for ours. We are

responsible for his place while he is sway and na~urally

will feel -ore secure if ·he responsibili y 1s undivided.

'ie are very sorry not to be more helpful when living

quarters are so difficult >0 find.

With all best wishes,

......
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ve any obJ C iOIl to all il\l,' the
~r f • I .tit t if

all "f'ouch for 1 f inng
• l'ongeated thi. 7 ar

•
e1

pBl'ticul 17
e • 10

but a ki tc II,

U l' voul be vill­
allow the Bi~l. to relit her a room, it would b.
favor to "f'~~ de. rving per.o •

c e aft r
thn 70

I afr i~ 7 u ent out into the hurrl­
1. I hop. t e "f'07&1;. • not too roU&h

r no recoveri g in Oxford.

1 h k1 • r

our. aincerely

elott.

Profe••or B. D. eritt
• • Bouee

Gard III

AI
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at rrord, Conn etieut
I-t mb l' , 19 5

Prore .01' B njamin~. ritt
Th In t u "or A va; " d ... tu y
Prine ton, 1 J ~ Y

D l' nl

d r l;.L P Ion me t .is mornin to y that ou nd h
ad di e v l' d trin ti to tr s in your ekyard hieb
ugg t an m t url h att mpt to lot Ii ~ ntinu tion of attle
o d t m h v n aft 0 1 rt in th

Y 11 off r u a gr at r p rt of th 1 ld
(1 vi e only q t r ro hi
100,000. Our Trust tho mU4ll

III LO f~ r hIm 6, O. I 1_ 1 no tr
to ut pre. ure on u to r 1 th s mount. I tL~nk, my.
our 0 ~ r a littl III l~ 1 .hould h v~ pr f ~r~d +
it 75,0(0 or eO,0 ).

or our 0 n prot et~on, I t k . ought to tak st p
Imm di 17 0 t th1 1'0 ~ th unn m stre"t b hind your
hou ormt1iy d fro t To hip p. I t r t t t ,e
inquirl co uet bJ yo n l' it e~rt 1n th t we
h81~ h v th sup~ort ot ai~ our n i hbor In tbi att mpt.

It r. Eunn i in P inceton I :I ~h you 10ul h< v a ord 1th
tim a to the formal hleh ar n e s ary. I i1~ h n
proc to carry th m ~ t on I l' t to Prine ton.

11 r by y
s~i t ce
!a~l l' had

I tm .endillg a copy 0" thi 1 tter
of in truetlng h l' to ro~i yo i k

·t my b n de b r my l' turn. I
tt l' not act xee~t un r i u iop

Your., since1' 1y,

Frank A de.lotte

to • 55

Y 1
tn~ lk II

from you.

Copy to z.:i s
P 0'::
Pro

illl e1'
or ar1e

s r V ~ n
•
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AU& t 3. '145

Pro~e", or aenjBJllin D. itt
6D~t.h &!l, vis. Bur'" S U,jUf>

u.rio, C hU"

He rtie t co &rhtulati an your nor ry

al-mber nip in Tne ::>eclet,. or the ro otion 0

Hell ic ~tudi.s. Tnie is anot ar fine prep ati n

10r your ,.et.r in l;l.md. I o,e th t by t time

you va my airgrap rora Oxford sud ar

progress in reg rd to ecuring ~ss ge.

Your inc r 1,.,

:jsr

ing ome •

I
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Magnetawan, via Burkls Falls
Ontario, Canada
July 27, 1945

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ew Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I am enclosing a copy of the letter which I received

yesterday from the Secretary of the Society for the Promotion

of Hellenic Studies. I am sending this copy because I know

you will be interested.

Very sincerely yours,

~
B. D. Meritt

BDM:DD

Enc:
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Co y for Dr. Aydelotte

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF HELLENIC STUDIES

50 Bedford Square

London, W.C. 1

6th July 1945

Professor B. D. Meritt,
In titute for Advanced Study,
Princeton,
.J., U.S.A.

Sir,

I h~ve the honour to inform yeu that at a
special meeting of the Council of this Society, it waB
decided to of er you its Honorary Membership in recog­
nition of the services you have rendered to the cause
of archaeolo ical study during your long and distinguished
career.

I am, Sir,

Yours f ithfully,

Secretary
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. umu Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 1.3, 1945

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have shown my letter to you of June
eighth to Professors uoldman, Lowe and Panof­
sky, and they all without exception approve
the recommendations that I made in it, namely,
the granting of a stipend of $1,000 as a
fellowship to Lt. William P. Wallace and the
extending of the privileges of membership to
Father Loughran for the summer.

I think there is no need to write to
F'ather Loughran, but I attach here a suggested
letter to Lt. Wallace.

Yours sincerely,

/~
B. D. Meritt

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

BDM:KK
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Prole or Benj6Jllin D.
Institute for V&nced
Princeton, ... J eruey

eritt
Stuly

II Y 9, 1945

.... - ~

Tni 1 to r.pe;&t y aut r1l!.~t1 n to you to

employ on sis t n xt y r ht to Ii ry at t

exceed $2,000 to war... on Jour At ~nien telepl\one

dir ctory.

At the IlL e tlae I ho,_ th~ t If.. cr.n put

through the e.rrWlge2ent 'or tile ecret ry 01 of

tha apartment .nlc. ," It.cu sed.

Youre aincer 1y,

1'r rue Ayde otte

F :jsr

Copy for 1I1s5 lIiller

I
II
,I
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•

Karch 29, 1945

De,s .B en;

I ~hnul~ ~ gr' t~ful if fOU w~ul t e
In wit~ t~e T ~u riti ~ the zatter of
~~ in tiag fr h~ m~?~ o~ the Institute pro?­
erty the I' which a~ :lr("po,,~J 'ro:n _reel"
Jt e'"t, ,rot...1,l it.. t a line 0" our la.n... d
r. ax.ell' 0 ecti-g irh t e '1" pose

e ~en 1.:n o·r ~ tt.Le l ..O •

The' 7 9ro:>03e /"O ....l s !1' V"" n~ver b"'en
~_lc~t .... .l.'le; were r<e. out 'I'::" • Olden

01 .,i~ ,.?.i of he ;>ro)ertj, ':> J.1eve, t the
ti lle • PO h7 h'l 1n tn 30 e "'in, of real
e,·t te ev lO;JlIent lor the l~,=!:l l"""rm. That
p_ n wail W lly' b....n onel whM th~ 01jen Far:n
W s 01 tn the Institute.

r

Tnese rO'd'3 ..1.0 no t f1 t in 'd tn the
~ 1 which we ave fo.~e_ or the Jevelopm~nt

of t~~ In"t tut p o~ rty ,no th nst1tute
ha, no 1atBntion of av"r ouilC1ing or dedi-c t.1n~

tile.:l. Iha] ~houl therefor'" be eraseJ. frcm all
t Ie recor .•

.lours sL~cerely,

?rofessor ~. D. eritt
In"ti ute ~or A~v nee St y

F' :
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I enc10_e < let:er fro TOreS or
Coulburn and s 'e _01' ~_po,dence 0 Sochran,
0: TJrc~to ",ich I 't~ul~ be r&te u! if ou
would glan ~ at fr m t'e ?~in~ 0 v1~~ 0 tre
Be .001 of 1: oar:is i '::t;u ies •

rr' 0 ;\mxr

arch 16, 1945

Or. ..,' OrS3S0. :;ORITT:

a ..... i.:;
L~r:.c. t,....,

•h. hitsc . ~&a~ re.:': "':0 IlTune'.;
ri"O ring a <;U..'l 0.1'" 0 it; ~"ic 1
you a~ 300. ~J I rccei e l~.

book
ill

?rofe '"or ..:.. • eri tt
.i.nst'tute for .idv_nce= tuiy
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eRO'/j' REF E 0: NeE

Meritt, B. D. Ebstman Prulessor
Pub~icity on January 19, 1945

bEE: Rhodes bcho &.r fi~e under Eoistlllh1l Proless rsnip
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\

De r 3en:

,

Dece~b=r 28, 1944

\

On behalf 0 the ru tees an Fac-

ult] of t e In titute, I send you warmest

than-:s for J r generous girt of this a di­

tional collection of bo {3 ~or -he In'titute

liorary. oni; hope t~at other I embers of

1.:1~ 1"iiCU:'tj m. y De oveJ to folIo..... your

Frank Aydelotte

Professor i3. D•. eritt
I n.:>ti tute r'or ." v nce 3t y

FA:

•

•

J
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 26, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ew Jersey

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Following the gift of my professional
library to the Institute in February of 1942, I
have accumulated certain other books which, in
my opinion, the Institute ought to have, and I
beg now to give them to the Library. You will
find a list of books on the attached sheet and I
hope that you will be glad to have them.

Very sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

BDl-l: DD
Enc:
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B. D. Meritt
Gifts to Institute Library

in 1944

Cherniss, Harold; Aristotles Criticism of Plato

Youtie, Herbert C.; Papyri and ostraca from Karanis

Suelzer, Mary J.; Clausulae in Cassiodorus

Ringwood, Irene C.; Agonistic feAtures of local Greek
festivals

~est and Johnson; Currency in Roman and Byzantine Egypt

Harsh, Philip W.; Handbook of clAssical drama

Papyri from Tebtunis, ed. Edgerton

Pindari Epinicia, ed. Alexander Turyn

Ferguson- ock; The Attic Orgeones and he Cult of Heroes
(Harvard heo10gical Reviei)

Histories ed. by T. R. Mills (Thucydides)

Secretaries of the Athenian Boule

Hes eria for 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944 at 5.00

American Journal of Philology for 1941, 1942, 1943,
1944 at 5.00

American Journal of Archaeology for 1941, 1942, 1943,
1944 at 6.00

Classical Philology for 1942, 194 • 1944 at 4.00

Classical Weekly for 1942, 1943, 1944 at .00

~5.00

4.00

.75

.75

3.00

4.00

5.00

5.00

.75

.75

.50

20.00

20.00

24.00

12.00

6.00

Journal of Hellenic Studies, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944 at 5.00 20.00
Journal of Roman Studies 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944 at ~5.00 20.00

Total 151.50
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~ n~_i to you the
t.e.> n tlil..;· ointment
Jt1tuta'~ e'L as to yoa.

Deoe3ber 6, 1944

r ,,'{. v t \.e

1 ~C5 ve y ~lnceraly,
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t~ t Cry '1­
0" it 1 ~ s'l_le 'for

~.ic y ... r a'~ OlC~Ol'l., 1
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l~ Jure t 1ntorm yJa tn "t
~C 1t~ a ;ing on Dace bq~

ena"1 n th t you' e granted
".: r' for 0 1'=1 C. '! 1<: ye r

~os~ 0 ert g tie lat1es or
t e' UniV'.H·si tf • 0 Ln',.. The

t 1n11 I. 3 ::l .jT;;... • t" n i"~ 1 ty
11 ~ r t".. , .

tu....
1

retes .r 3.:. erltt
In'tit 't3 : ... 1' A.V~ .ca • .>tel. /

\

•

tl rl
yo r,o.;.»
31ou"
De
/'

t ~'9 .L)O ..

fl~:.l t.
l~ .{~ l. ..a. ~e
19~7-56 f r C'q l
3a3t ~ ?~~fe~~~r

I~stit~te w11 ~o

zo t~....~ ~ ,.t, t .3
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Balliol College
O~oro

Deoember 3 (1944)

Dear Meritt

I am most grateful to you for continuing to send me
offprints of your many articles. Hesperia has Just arrived
to reoall me to saner daYs and I have thoroughly enjoyed i).
I remain increasingly in your Debt but I hope you will
realise that your lectures and discussions 1n Oxford helped
me immensely and did improYe my mental equipment and my
lectures and teaching. Quite honestly I needed your kind
of stimulus to get down to serious work on inscriptions,
and the spoken woro is most valuable supplement to your
books on which much of my lecturing is based.

My return has so far been n invisible export only,
but I have at 1 st in p ge proof for the next number of the
J.H.S. a few pages (too compressed) on Athenian inscriptions
in the fifties. If offprints in these days of p per short­
age can be obtained you should have a copy early in the New
Year. Otherwise I 6hall send a proof. It was unfortunately
im ossible ith my present commitments to tidy the poor thing
up satisfaotorily. I know you will disagree (probably rightly)
with some of my point , but I hope tru t you will find
gleaning here and there.

We have all been ut to strange uses in this war. I
find myself Chief L bour Officer in Home Timber Produc­
tion, fixing wages, ex ining drains, building up a Women's
Corps, allocating Italian prisoners. As war Jobs go, it is
peehaps more constructive than most, certainly it is very
interesting. I have Iso been committed to an unoffioial
full soale history of th Job which is quite fascinating and
useful pr cti.e. I m oeting all Thucydides' difficulties
with contempor ry evidence.

However, if all goes elland if there is to be a semi­
normal October term in 1945 I should escape not later than
July. I shall have with me wife, two daughters, and a very
exciting five years plan for my own work. Incidentally I re­
turned to civilization to hear Adoock's paper on Thucydides 1,
and p rtnered W de-Gery in his attack. One of my first obJec­
tives as soon as Gomme's Thucydides is out is to write out my
o '0 views on the strange ilenoes in Book 1. I rather shudder
at the German theses that I ahall have to read. Those that I
have read to date influence me very little indeed.

I hope th t you flourish and that we shall meet a ain in
the not too distant future in OX/oro or Athens. This is pri­
marily however to thank you very sincerely for your continuing
generosity.

A very good Christm s to you and a much better 1945.

Yours
Russell Meiggs
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TEACHERS INSURANCE & ANNUITY

ASSOCIATION
OF cAMERICA

522 FIFTH AVENUE' NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jerse:lr

Dear Doctor Aydelotte:

HENRY JAMES, Ch.im.m
DEVEREUX C. JOSEPHS, PruUlmJ
FREDERICK A. GOETZE, Vic~·PraiJmI

RAlNARD B. ROBBINS, Vice-PraiJmt dIIIl Smd..,
WlLMER A.]ENXlNs, Viu·Pr..uJmJ "'"' A"""",
JOHN W. AHERN, TredSVTu
GEORGE It JOHNSON, Auonvy _ Assifttml S«rd4r'1
FRANlC. A. McCONNEll., COfIboihr
RAYMOND L.MA~AssocUtJt AcbI4ry
LEVI B. BOTTENS. Assisttlllt S«rd4ly
PARn:R MONROE, lnrutmml ORku tmtl

Assista1SlUNSUTeT
EMJL HANXE, FidJ SecuttII'"J
REGINALD A. coax, Irwutmt:nt AssUt41ll
EUGENE F. RUSSEll.., M.D., MNiclli Dir«lor

November 30, 1944

Replying to your letter of November 27, you no doubt now

have my letter of November 24 which answered your question concerning

the annuity contract held by Professor von Neumann.

As to retirement annuity contract No. A4469 held by Pro-

fessor B. D. Meritt, the present monthly premium of y125 may be paid

through June 1, 1952 and then must be reduced to $16 a month starting

July 1, 1952 to provide just $655 a month, regular settlement, at

age 65.

Sincerely yours,

Associate Actuary

RLM:RJ

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD; $150,000,000 ASSETS
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FIL IrB, von Neumann, Jonn

R '" EREiiCE

SEE: I~~, oriLl, dcnJ~in D.

bUaJECT: Corres undcnc~ OelA=cll R. L. ~llo~~ti oi t e
TlAk ~nd ~r&nK AJdelo Le re ~uiti_ lor
ProlessJ~ von Ncurn~ C-11~ aritt, overub~r 2~, 19LL
c.nd vea:Oer ,,:'7, 1944
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nt to
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~t i IS agr
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left before it arrived An~ til t t ha not bo n f r rd

Profe ~o ~ J n • eritt
In titute for dvane d ~ t y
Princeton, I.J.
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Kay , 1944

Professor ilenj Min D.
Institute for Advanced
Princeton, t eYi Jers,,;;,

De r 3en:

eritt
Study

If loa ~re illin& to serve. I should

like yo to be Chai~m-n of tte Co~~t"e

on ood an~ with your a provaJ I sh~li

ap oint 130 Veb~~n and Al~xande_.

Your3 sincerely,

fRANK AYDELOTTE

VA: sr
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Pro essor Meritt has b en chosen as volunt&ry consultant

on Eastern Mediterranean affairs for the ffice of the Coordinator

of Intorm tion, op r&ting un er Colonel Donov6n. tie is in charge

of a general control board ,et up in Princeton to study the political

aovemsnts in Southeastern Europe and the repercu sions of those aove-

nts on minority groups of citiz ns from that part of the world who

e now in the United States. Professor Meritt is giving his

pcrticular att tlon to the Greek phese 0 t uestion, ~d rofes or

Panofsky is helping with the Italian phase.

Professor Richard Stillwell, who is a reserve officer in

the artillery, is giVing a cour e in gunnery at Princeton University.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDISS

PRINCETON, Nnw JERSEY

Dr. Frank Aydelotte'
The Institute for Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey

CONFIDENTIA~'

October 15, 1943

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

As you know, I resigned my position as Chief
of the Mediterranean Office of OFRRO on October 5th, ~nd

returned to Princeton. It seems to me appropriate that
I should give you some account of my activity, or lack of
activity, during the time TIhen I expected almost momentar­
ily to be on the way to Cairo.

About the middle of Auvust Mr. Philip C.
Jessup, the Director of the Personnel Section of OFRRO,
called me on the telephone and said t~t Governor Lehman
had need of my services in an emergency capacity, in order
to establish as soon as possible an outpost in the Middle
East. I arranged a conference with Jessup, and then to­
gether we conferred with the Governor. It seemed possible
that I might accomplish the mission in about three months,
though Governor Lehman was inclined to believe t~t this
would be a minimum requirement in time. You will recall,
however, that with your consent I agreed to go and do the
work outlined, provided I would not have to stay away
beyond the end of this calendar year. I should like to
explain briefly the nature of my duties and prospects, as
I understood them at the time of these conferences in the
latter part of August.

Reports coming back to Washington from the
Middle East showed that the purposes and functions of
OFRRO were very poorly understood in that part of the
world, ~nd that most of the organization for relief, in­
cluding even the Americun agencies, was being carried out
through the administr&tive direction of MERRA. It began
to look as if the British, who were to have mili tiry con­
trol in the Balkan are", would also find themselves in
complete control of relief operations,illd that we should
be able to work only through them. It WAS to be my duty
to establish our own mission in Cairo; to make acquain­
tance with, and come to terms with the corresponding
British. organizations; to rally the voluntary Americen
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agencies around our office rather than around MERRAj and
then to persuade the Civil Affairs Administration of the
British Army to deul directly with OFRRO in matters of
American relief work, ruther than intermediately through
MERRA. I talked the problems over very much in detail
with Jessup c.nd with Govel'nor Lehman, cnd I thoubht I
would have success in going to Cairo and undertakin 6 this
task. I knew a good many of our o~~ people in CRiro. I
kne~ some of the British, and I f It that I hcd _ sympa­
thetic approach to their problems, ~~ well as a good
understQnding of our own interests in the matter. At any
rate, in the latter psrt of August I was loo;';in forward to
the mission with some enthusiasm.

There followed a period o~ preparatio~, when
I received the necessary In~oculations and went through
thE formalities of obtaining a passport and collecting
equipment for the journey. I was to travel by airplane,
and application for air tr:.nsport was made as soon as my
passport was issued. This was on September 16th. I was
told that I micht get away on September 20th, and on
September 18th I was called down to Washington and told
thAt I would have at least two hours notice before present­
ing myself for departure. This waiting on tWO-hour notice
lasted from September 18th to October 5th, and the final
reason for my resignation at that time was the discovery
that there was every prospect that the period of waiting
would continue at least for another two weeks. I will
mention this again later, but the loss of one month, out
of the available three, seemed to make the long journey
hardly worth while. I might have undert~ken it in any
event had I been e~ually sure of success, but there were
certain events which took place in Washin~ton during the
period of waiting which made me doubt whether I could
successfully negotiate with our British friends. I wish
to refer briefly to the initial bureaucratic hierarchy
and to the subsequent reorganization.

About half way through the period of iniocu­
lations I discovered that my activities in the MidD.re East
were to be circumscribed to the extent that every decision
of importance would have to be referred to our new Minister
to that general part of the world, Mr. James Landis. I
made it a point to have an interview with Landis before he
left the United States. I was very f~vorably impressed
by him, and I thought he and I would have no difficulty in
getting on together. Inasmuch as he was to represent our
economic interests in the Middle East, it did seem to me
that the importance of my own mission was much less than I
had thought it at first, but, nevertheless, I planned to go
through with it.
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According to State Department procedure, I was to
report back regularly, having previously submitted my re­
ports to Landis for approval, using the time-honored
formula "Landis and Meritt for Lehman," and submitting the
reports through the regular channels of the State Depart­
ment. OFRRO, the Office of Foreign Relief ~d Rehabilita­
tion Operations, was then part of the Department of State,
and Mr. Lehman was its active director. There had been a
good deal of bureaucratic dispute between the BEW (which
later was merged into the OEW, the Office of Economic War­
fare), the Lend-Lease and the Treasury, and OFRRO, though
it was recognized that the relief work, which was the
primary responsibility of OFRRO, was to be under the general
jurisdiction of the Department of State. Governor Lehman
for a long time had been fighting an up-hill fi~ht against
the other agencies, which resided in the Office for Emergency
Management and oelonged to the executive family of the Presi­
dent. OFRRO was in the State Department, though the money
which maintained it CnIDe from the Pr~sidentls Emergency Fund.
The OFEC was a coordinating committee designed to reconcile
these bureaucrqtic differences and to maintain the authority
of the Department of State. This was the Office of Foreign
Economic Coordination, set up under the chairmi:nship of the
Assistant Secret&ry of State, Mr. Dean Acheson. The meetings
were held norcally once a ~eek, 3nd included representatives
of Lend-Lease, OEW, Treasury, OFRRO, and the Army Services,
who C!lme in throubh the Civil Affairs Administration of the
Army. This group was closely associated with the Military
Government DiYision in the Provost Marshal General's office,
though not identical with it. MyoId friend, Col. James
Shoemaker, sat in as the Army representative, qnd it was from
him that I learned most about the afr~irs of the Committee.

In spite of the coordinating committee the bureau­
cratic struggle continued, because the coramittee was not con­
tent merely to coordinate. It made plans also to operate,
and the conflict of jurisdiction between OFRRO, OEW, and Lend­
Lease continued. I was warned privately that I would find
the OEW man in Cairo reasonable, and that I would finn the
Lend-Lease man very tempermental and somewhat domineering.
I was not particularly disturbed at this prospect, for it
seemed to me that the principal burden of conference with
these men in Cairo would fallon Landis. Landis, too, would
have to take over the diplomatic approach with the high­
ranking British officials, includin~ Mr. Casey, who has the
additional prestige of being a member of the British War
Cabinet. This hirrh diolomatic level included ATB, Adminis­
tration of Territories - Balkans, end the procurement work of
MSSC, the Middle East SuPP+Y Center. I gathered that the
operations of these agencies were largely militGry and, of
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course, OFRRO was to be concerned prim&rily with relief
when the military got ready to turn things over. ATB,
furthermore, WLS almost exelusively British. Vfe had a
Lieutenant Colonel, I believe, who sat in on its meetings
as an observer but who took no part in its debates. However,
I enticipated no ~reat difficulty in Cairo because I was
confident tha t L',n(~is and I would pursue L', cOUll,on policy,
~nd I felt sur~ of being able to talk convincincrly to a
group of realistic Englisrunen. It was only ~ith the organ­
ization in Washin6ton th~t I had any very seriouz doubts.

I wes engaged to gO to CLiro as a representative of
the State Department. So I took the oath of office on
Septamber 6th, signed the r~gister, and placed myself at
their disposal. I was assigned to foreign duty. ~hen I
discussed the tarins of my letter of appointment I asked th,st
a provision be inserted stating that my appointment would be
terminated at the end of this calendar year, and that I
would then be given passage back to the United States. The
Administrative Staff of OFHRO, with whom I discussed this,
claimed the". t such a procedure would be so revolutionary
from the point of view of the Department of State that it
would require most of the autumn to explain the reason for
it and that I could hardly expect to mSLke the trip at all.
I agreed, therefore, to accept in lieu of this a personal
letter from Governor Lemnan, stating th~t it was his under­
stanuing, as well as mine, that I should go out only for
three months, snd that the Department of State would bring
me back at the end of the year. I wanted to be sure about
this, so I asked my friend John Erhardt, Chief of the Foreign
Personnel Division of the Department of State, whether I
was on safe ground. Erhardt told me tlli:.t the Corr.ptroller
Gener~l W&S forbidden by law to authorize the expenditure
of any money for travel home of u foreign officer before a
lapse of two years. I could come home if I could find
passage, but I should have to pay my own way, and even if
the StAtp Department paid it for me I ~ould subsequently
receive a bill from the COJnptroller General with the request
that I mcks a refund of the amount paid to the United States
Government. After some maneuvering Vie managed that I should
be taken off the foreign service list and assigned to domes­
tic duty 1n Washington. I could still perform my functions
as head of the mission in Cairo by being sent out on a
special trip with expenses paid out of Washineton money,
and so it was arranged.

I was never re•. lly clear about the chain of ,;iuthority
as between L3ndis, the OFEC, the OFRRO and me. Certainly
OFEC controlled OFRRO, but I was to take my orders in the
field from Governor Lehm'ln, \~ho apparently v'ould have cleared
them with OFEC. Landis, so far as I could tell, was not
responsible to OFEC for he was a minister plenipotentiary
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responsible to Mr. Hull by virtue of that fact, and respon­
sible to the President by virtue of his appointment. Landis
seemed to be a kind of spiral nebula, who could operate
with great vigor in the field ~nd who had no very close
organic connection with the complex administrative set-up
in Washington.

Then came the reorganization of September 25th, the
full account of which was carried in the morning papers on
Sundp.y, September 26th. All the agencies rt:<pl'esented in
OFEC, including OFEC itself, were coordinated in a new
board OFEA, the Office 01 Foreign Economic Administration.
This was to do away with bureaucratic disputes between OEW,
Lend-Lease and OFRRO. It was to abolish the operational
procedure of OFEC, and it was to avoid duplicdtion of effort.
I must say that all three purposes seemed to rna at the time
very worthy, &nd everyone spoke well of the new administrator,
Mr. Leo Crowley. At the time when I read of the reorganiza­
tion in the paper I was expecting at almost any hour to have
my orders to fly to Egypt. Governor Lehrrwn h~d been taken
completely out of the picture. He was made Special Aide to
the President, in charge of developing plans for UNRRA,
United Nations Relief and Hehabilitation Administration.

My anxiety at going so far from home under these
circumstances was very considerable. The I118.n for whom I
carne to Washington to do a specific job had been removed
from all direct contact with OFRRO. I discovered that by
the ter:us of , the Executive Order I was no longer a member
of the State Department but a public serv~nt in the Executive
Office of the President. I had a new administrative superior,
Mr. Leo Crowley, whom I had never seen and who had never seen
me, !nd I had only a personal letter from Governor Lehman
s~ying that I could get back from Cairo at the end of the
year. At once I called Governor Lehnan on the telephone and
told him I thought I ought to resign, pending Mr. Crowley's
confirmation of all our arrangements. This might mean
giVing up my travel priority, gnd the Governor was very
unwilling to have me sacrifice this opportunity to reach
Cairo soon. He felt that he would need a first-hand account
from one of his own people in Cairo of what was going on in
the Middle East at the time when he was creating the UNRRA.
The first formal session of delegates to UNRRA had been
called for November 11th. President Roosevelt was to make
a speech and all delegates were to sign the covenant. Then
they would retire, possibly to Hot Springs, ~d spend a month
or two perfecting their organization. It was freely stated
in the papers tN.t Lehman would be the director of the new
UNRRA, and within his old group of OFRRO personnel in
Washington it was predicted that he would take OFRRO out of
OFEA and put as much of it as he wanted in as the U.o.A.
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contingent of UNRRA.

These were plens ~nd promises, but of course no
assur~nce could be given on paper as to precisely what would
happen. Leo Crowley see~ed disposed to leave OFRRO very
much alone, but one could never tell and, of course, there
could be no guar~ntee that the Council of UNRRA would elect
Lehman its director. There was the further complication of
hostility from Congress that plans for UNRRA had been made
without consulting them, and the consequent uncertainty of
whether they would give UNRRA any money when the first
United States budget for t~t purpose should be proposed.

My judgment at the time was that I ought not to go
to Cairo unless matters clarified themselves very rapidly,
but I agreed to carryon, largely because Governor Lehman
thought that I mi,;ht be of some help to him. Thel'e was
still no indication of ~hen I could leave. You will
remember, Dr. Aydelotte, thD.t we agreed to put a time limit
on how long I should wait, ~d I set October lOth at the
outside, and so informed the personnel staff at OFRRO. On
October 4th I was summoned to the airport to be "processed."
Having filled out the necessary forms, "Nhich included my
name, my age and my place of birth and place of residence,
forms which have been filled out no', by me in almost every
public building In Washington, I was told by the young l~dy

in charge that I mi[,ht get off by October 18th, though the
Priorities Board and the Army Tr<lnsport could not, of course,
guar3ntee this. On October 5th I reported these facts to
OFRRO 1Jnd submitted my resignation.

Clearly, it would have been too late for me to
become familiar with the situation in Egypt in time to give
any satisfactory reports to Governor Lehman in time for his
UNRRA conferences. It seemed to me that the original reason
for my going to Cairo had been completely eliminated. I
was without any of the assur~nces ~iven to me about time of
travel. It was taking more than a month, possibly even six
weeks, v'i th the help of all the pressure we could get in
Washington, to get me away on the journey east. I could
find no assurunce that on January 1st it would take any less
time to arrange the journey home. I had come to Washington
with a certain enthusiasm for doin!' a job for an administre­
tive superior for whom I had hi7h admiration. I found that
my superior had been dismissed, that my job had been changed,
and that without conference with the new executive I was
about to be put on an airplane for a journey of six thousand
miles. The people who stRyed behind in OFRRO could follow
developments from day to day and protect their interests.
I felt that it ITould be impossible for me to have the same
facility for protecting mine. The people at home urged upon
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me th::.t ~Iith th~ new' orgnnization I would have G.n even
mor~ important job in explaining everything to the lritlsh
and in getting from them the invi'.Gtion 'fTe wished to tLke
our full share tn relief work in the BG.lkans. It seemed
to me th'lt untii things settled down my position all a
b~rgaininff agent was almost untenable.

I tried to envisage my arrival in Cairo, Lnd to
think what I would do. I woull r~port, of course, to the
Americ'ln Legation, and after a proper interval ask our
inister to introduce me Lo the Director of MERRA, the

Middle East hefugee Heliei' Administration. The Director
of this AdI:linistr:ltion, Mr. M~tthews, is a vc::ry forceful
m~n who has got the relief agencies in the Middle East
very well organiz3d under u ~pecial COruilllttee of hich he
is ch~irman. I would pgy him my respects on ~he occasion
01' our first interview, and tell him of ths fI'eat interest
of the American people in the problems of relief in the
Middle East. I couid even e;:plain, ;'Ii th the permission of
our Minister in Cairo, t~t our President Dnd our Secret~ry

of State ~ere on record us professing L very real interest
on the p~rt of tho United States in the political ~nd

economic problems of that urea. I could refer to the
presence of our new Minis tel', Mr. L~ndis, as evidence of
this national interest. But my own point of view would
be that of a relief tldministrato1', end I could emphasize

o 1:11'. Matthews the long-standing philanthropic and human­
itarian interest of the United States, particularly in the
B~lkans. I would tell him that I CRme 85 a reuresentative
of OFRHO, ~o set up an OFRRO mission in Cairo so that we
could 1, ... our i'ull sh~re of th3 burdens of the problem
of relil'!f; tJ.uit we hoped the Civil Affairs Administration
of the ~itish Army would be ~illing to allow us to come
in on an equal footing with 11th.• in the organization and
carrying out of relief projec·-.

At this point Mr. MLtth~ws would probably interrupt
to say tlmt he was deli~hted, but had he not read in the
papers Ii short time ago that OFRRO had been dissolved? I
would suy, "Yes, it has beer. jissolved, II but that Governor
Lemnan was still very much interested and we planned to
carryon unyway. Mr. Ma+thews would again express interest
and say thut he thought Governor Lehman had been removed as
Director of OFRRO and that he had no further administrative
connection with it. I would say that this was quite true,
that OFRRO was part of the new organizatlon of OFEA, under

he direction of Mr. Cro~ley. Mr. Matthews would say to me
hilt he supposed I cwne then as a representative of Mr.

Cro~ley, not of Governor Leh~an. I would say that adminis­
tratively that was true. He woul] ask w~Qt I thought of
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Mr. Crowley, and I would have to say that I had never met
him. He would ask what Mr. Crowley thou-ht of me, and how
he happened to choose me to come out as head of his mission,
and I would have to suy that Mr. Crowley had never seen me,
that he did not ~Oij me, ~nd if I were honest about it I
would have to suy that i,,;,r. Crorrley probabl:' did not even
know that I was in Cairo. About this time ,~. MA~thews

micht politely suggest th~' I ought to eo bi ck to Washington
and find out just what I .;;.id want to do bel'ore suggesting to
him that he disrupt an organization to ~hich he had riven
much time and thouRht, which had been long established, 8nd
which hud very close connection with the operational brenches
of the British Army. I mil'ht counter, of course, by saying
thELt it did not matter much about 'Ar. Crowley becau::;e in
Novamber we \~ould have the UNRRA, ticl1 \70uld be Ii very
po~erful intern&tional organization, _nd that Mr. Lehman,
~ith whom I m~de my original arrangements, would be the
director of it. Mr. Matthews might say that he h~d heard of
UNRRA and had in fact read in the ?pers the charter, but
that he found no assurance anyv,here that Mr. Lehman would be
the director. Could I give him that assurance? I would be
co~pelled to say that unfortunately I could DOt.

Thinking over the possible course of such a conver­
sation with Mr. Matthews, and the very awkward and embarrass­
ing aspects of it, I could not help thinking how rnuch more
difficult it would be to try to make my point ~ith the British
Civil Affairs Administration, which already had close and
very satisfactory relations with Mr. Matthev/s. In short, there
seemed no proper course for me to follow but to express my re-
ret to friends in washington that I could be of no further

service to them, und to resign.

Please let :ae express to you again, and to the
Trustees, my thanks for giving me leave to do what I could
in this one field of post-war planning. I am sorry, of course,
thfl.t it did not work out us we hs.d anticipated, but I ~,m glad
to be back at my ~ork in the Institute.

Very sincer ,If yours,
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ADDRESS CO.... UNICATIONS TO THE
DISTRICT INTELLIGENCE OFFiCER

IN REPLY REFER TO NO.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE
THIRD NAVAL DISTRICT

50 CHURCH STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y.

'- .
1 July, 1943.

Doctor Frank Aydelotte,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

TELEPHONE RECTOR 2.1700

Dear Doctor Aydelotte:

1e wish to express our appreciation
for the material that you and the members of
the Institute have so Willingly turned over
to the Navy. We feel that this information is
of value and we appreciate the time and effort
that the various men have given in helping our
officers.

The generous offer made by your asso­
ciates that they will continue in their efforts
has been noted and we are grateful for this
offer.
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"/ 25, 1943

D or r. e:ne t:

I ve your in iry 0 ay 24th concerning

Pro~es or • D. of thg In titute for Adv nco---
JtU~l. len r?_o .nd?r e sor eri t in thp stron st

ter _ in r~~ get to &1_ the n r ieul rs bout which you

in uire.

Piof~ ~cr rUt i9 a n of hi h ability

hn~ is certainly one of th le"ding chol rs in his field

in tll entire world. H _ i', in ',' i tion, a man 0 fine

character, absolute in~~ rity, n un4uestioned loyalty

to the Un1 ted 't t_s to the ar effort. He has t en

1 din ~ rt in s~ch activities 'Gr k ~lie~ rJ. • s

for nc 1"1 a le.r b e

reading Grqe' ne .p p r

oin i oort n~ ~or for the O~S,

nd supervi3in the re ding of

n 3p p'Jr in th3r I n g ~ r the-~ soern edit"rr ne n.
-

Hi r . t ti n ,1 ~ t i- .it nd I a ure th t he

D_p rt nt of vt te il i hi worthy 0 the u lest

trust res on ibllit •

lours 5i cer ly,

• ''{DELO .!, Director
r. • V. H melt

Po t f~ice Box 4 I
Phil del hia, Pennsylv nia

AI C~
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OFFICE OF S,..ECIAL AGENT
PD.T OI"I"ICII: !!lOIC ~Ol

PMtL.AOII:L""I" ,.r::NN.'t,-VANIA

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

May 24 1943

;y dear Sir:

B. D. t.eritt, applicant for con~idential

position with the Department of state, indicates

association with the Institute for .dvanced Study and

has furnished your name as a reference.

The courtesy will be appreciated if you will

advise tegarding the employment of Ur. ~eritt and furnish

such information which you have regarding him. Particular

comment would be appreciated as to his character,integrity,

loyalty and general reputation.

A return envelop, requiring no postage, is en­

closed for your convenience.

Respectfully,

~ . '--
?v~~

G.V.Hemelt
SPECIAL G -T.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director,

Institute for Advanced Study,

Princeton, New Jersey.
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TI-IE INSTITUTE FOR AnYANCED STIJDy

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fe ruary 8, 1943

,
ear Dr. Aydelot e:

The fuel oil situation this

~orning con ~nues to show t:'e sace

de elonoent. 570 gallons have been

consu~ed durlnE tLe past week. Tr.is

le ves a modest m~rgin below our

est~mated 600 gallons.

Dr. Frank ydelot e
Fuld Hall
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDlES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 1, 1943

Dear Dr. Aydelo te:

The oil situation at he end of our third week

of experiment is a's follows. Itie have an addit ianal 1000

gallons of no. 5. During the eek of January 25 to Feb­

ruary 1 we consumed approximat ly 540 gallons. The oil

on hand as of Febru ry 1 comes to approximate_y 8200

[allons, and for three eeks we ve been using oil at

an average rate of 600 gallons a week.

With present economies we can continue at this

rate for twelve wee~and still have a resQrve of 1000

gallons.

Very

Dr. rank A~delo te
Fuld Hall
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
TEE IU~~ STUDY

PR~~

President Aydelotte
The Institute for dvanced Study
Princeton. New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

We were sneaking this morning about the ouestion of heat
in Fuld Hall. I have just received from Wes the figures for
the consumotion of oil in the nast week. We used 6?0 gallons.
L st wp~k we used 640 gallons.· So in a period of two weeks,
we have consumed a total of 1260 gallons.

This give an a~nroximate scale of 2600 or 2700 gallons
a month.• indicating that at the present ra;e our oil su-"ply
will be exhausted tOI"ard the end of April.

Under these circunstances it would seem to me desirable
not to increase the te~erature of our rooms, but rather to
keel) to the nresent sc'.edule. Even if we obtain more oil
next month, it ma be necessary to hold it for emergencies
as a reserve sU1)pl; after A?ril 21. At worst we may have to
reconsider our nosition a of arch I, ith a vie~ to making
some further reduction.

Very sincerel~ours,

r/;~-
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Jr.nu ry 1 , 1943

De r Dr. Aydelotte:

e h a
to i eus
ne ~ j)1D_.

• 5 1r"'_ y
110

r i

T erifiees th t e l&n f! to cut of
h t ro the 1 r e room in the two n ~n ro

th corrido.s and ub1ie r oms and unused of ices of
th min bu1 ain~. In thi' way a b,sic t~ p r ture of
45 de r es can be III int inpd 'nd rooms th t r oe u ied
e n 'reot to 6 de r e. e re op r ting on this
sch dule now nd will ke c ee~ t th end of the
first an .eoo01 weeks to ure th t e rem in ithin
s'fe 11 its.

Everybody sho ed a fine 3pi it of c~op r tl n
n~ i lineness to s criflce, nd I tti~~ e ere all

relieved th-t he situ tion l'/ s not so es er te s e
h d e rej it ~i It be. n a lc'ncem~nt will be de to

h.. elll er of the Insti ",ute nd of the Lp e this fter­
oon. I.. t yo to no ..rticul 11 th t ·rr. Loveday

S" ed quite satisfied ith this solution of our ~roblem.

lorid n1
ith be t 1'118 es

r 0' r cantin
or ar er ether i

nJoYlILnt, I III

r in er 1 ,

c

• ,lotte
d ':> rl( Flori
1 , Fori

Club

,
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Mr. ~eritt:

For your in~ormation.

return for our files.

i1. ~. E.

Plea e
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December 15, 1942

Dear Poole:

I am deli hted to hear from eritt that
it is orob~bly going to be f a~ib19 to tr~nsfer his
work from Washington back to the Institute at
Princeton. I h.sten to say to you t~~t the Institute
Will, of course, be glad to sanction the conduct of
thi5 work in Profes~or ~ rittls offices 1n uld Hall
witr.out any ~xp~nse to the J.~.q. so f l' as con~erns

rent, filing soace, n incid~nt~l facilities.

Pro. S501' pritt wi.l, however, need a
secret .ry r.nd I U::J so.'ry to s y th tit waul. be
1m10ssiole for 3 in our bud et to urovi 9 him with
a sUitabl person. e shall h~ve to call on the
O. .s. to pay th~ ~ 1 1'/ 0 ~ R spcrptnry "nn to pey
for an] sun~lies ~n e~uipm~nt which would fall out­
Jiae of the normal In:;tl'u,e bu get. I trust thpre
wil ue no ifficulty in defraying uch e~penses

through the cu~rent buJget of the 0.5 ••

, t wil: J ,. grA t convenience to us to
h<l.ve Professor eritt back hpre nnd you may "e sure
we sh..11 be :;1 d to '-'oO;kr Le i th the O.S.S. in
every feasible way to enable him to do his work
succ s fully fro tIli.; ce tp.r. I ho e hi::; being
here will involve oc Rsional visits from you.

~ith kinacst regar~s, I am

Yours sincerely,

. RP r,. A'!DELaTTE

r. De'-i t C. ?oole
~iractor of Foreign .ti naliti~s Branch
0'- i::e of SLriteg1c er ie.s

5th 'c.d r: ftc·qets, N••
shin tun, D. C.

f' / CE
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON. D. C.

December 11, 1942

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have been making further arrangements
here in ashington for the transfer of my work to
Princeton. The administrative officers are glad to
know, of course, that there will be no expense to the
Office of Strategic Services for office space and
certain other facilities. I have pointed out to them,
however, that some supplies will be essential and
that I shall have to have a secretary to handle the
files and the correspondence. In looking over our
equipment last onday I found that for the time
being at least there Is enough filing space, and I
find that there is a typewriter which we can use to
good purpose without inconvenience to anyone at the
Institute.

I think it would be a move much appreciated
by the officers here if you will be good enough to
write a letter to Mr. DeWitt C. Poole, Director of
the Foreign Nationalities Branch, Office of Strategic
Services, 25th and E Streets, North West, Washington,
D. C., to tell him that as Director of the Institute
you are glad to put suitable space in Fuld Hall
(namely my quarters in the West Wing) at my disposal
for carrying on my work with the Office of Strategic
Services, that you can supply filing space and a type­
writer and certain incidental facilities, but that you
will not be able to supply through the Institute the
services of a secretary or currently needed expendable
supplies.

As soon as Mr. Poole has your letter, we will
take up the question of making definite arrangements for
my appointment.

yours,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV ANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRlNCETON, NEW JERSEY

!'!ovember 1, 1942

ly dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have had in mind for some time to give you a statement relat­
ing to the expenses of my :ife in Washington.

I receive a gross total of 542.80 each month from the Govern­
ment. For he year -942 I shall have received thus in eight and a
p~lf mon hs the sum of 4 4 ,613.80. This raises my income ax for 1942
from an estimated 3,147.00 to an es imated 4,953.75, beine an
increase accrued in eight and a half months of an average of ~212.56

uer month.

Consequen ly, I list he expenses per month of my sojourn in
Weshington as follows:

Increased income tax
Rent
Family travel
Necessary entertainment in connec-

tion with official duties
Duplication in upkeep
Personal exryenses in Washington
Cost of movin~, divided to a monthly

ratio

Total monthly increase in expenses

212.56
250.00
25.00

50.00
20.00
50.00

25.00

.. 632.50.;<

I have put do n what exuerience p~s shown to be the minimum
expense, and there Are no doubt other items which I ha e not thought
of that belong in this tabulation. I think it is a reasonable esti­
mate for me to say my work in Washington costs me approximately
$100.00 more per month than I receive in additional pay from the
Government, and I wish to communicate this fact to you for your
information.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton
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MARIE C EICHELSEIt

f. m eritt
7..LOl ,;ltorn.v u
WSllhington, • c.
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1. to

h,ualmJ.llta'

Ic...n oitlth

elt a l1tU

pt er 3, 1942

8 &b to

11' before t rlI P ••

I

at

o ht to, ain e I

I clo a notice wh· ch 111 blling t to

holi ay

on

• era of th !lculty 811

t • or • 1 ht he eo ur

chlho be ab • to .tt •

Your • cer 1y,

fRANK AYDElOTIE

Pro! e or B JllI:l1n D. II ritt
1 30 P1yaouth Str t
Wa ~, D. C.
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NIGHT MESSAGE

Aug. 10, 1942

B.D.Meritt
1830 Plymouth St.
Washington, .C.

Terribly sorry meeting Wednesday impossible

Shall try your next trip.

FRANK AYDELOTTE
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~ ~(hU
~t (~

i-A, {ft1.I'J 1830 Plymouth treet
~ ~ashinbton, D. C•

....ugust 7, 1942

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Ne~ Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I shall be vary glud to join in
a meeting of the Humanities Faculty and it is
very good of you to ask w en next I have some
~ssurance of getting away from Vasnington.

~y present plan is to co e to
Princeton on i;'ednesday, liugust 12. Iormally,
I sho~ld reach Princeton about one o'clock in
the ~ ternoon and I coul be at your dis osal
at any time ufter that. I need be, I could
stay over into Thursday orning, but if "':e
do have our meeting on V'ednesday, I shall
probably Ian to return to "as ' gton that
evening.

With best reeting and with
many thanks, I am

yours,

B. D. eritt

9

~
"-------------------- --
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De r :

3 Au t 1942

"'J t h;.nks r yo
bout C1e ent 11I don. "ben

ns for return to ~rlncet n re
pl.'se let ~~ o. I t~in'

to ve a tin 0 the 111l~a~
Scho 1 to i c ~o ~

j it ay 0 i Ip
while y re h~l·e.

it·.•

Your ,

fRANK AYDELOTIE

"rare r , D. "ito;
183J :>~. t!'1 t-
as in"t I. u. l,.
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lul¥ 20. 1942

D BCI

TMB NO ,..,....1'-"8 at

t gNAt aatiatacti or)'Oar rou 1ft 0

working llbr to tbe Ia:ot1tute d1 ot • to

re811 to J'Oll til 1r. o..t ia'l~te!u1 or thie uti •

WWLQA tbe7 val u 0 •

ot 10 ric. I ne not

of 1I1:sur1q

bow b.:l1e'De;1.r1;edl7 1

o par'_sl tllWlke to tho

7.

te sor B ~u:1A D. ar1tt
Uta for ced

PriDe: ton, • • I 7

•

fRANK AYDELOITE
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ebruar,y 3, 19

D r Ben;

I ba e your letter ot eb~ry ~ d

of the Inatitute ie to~ you 110 t ......CIU.

b halt

it rou .:1ft of yOllr w;or.dng rary to t In tit.u • I aa

e the Trustee. ill s.w..r rq appr"ciation n they e

inforaad of thi &1tt. n 8hall, 01 cours , clOrl'y out

TOur 1 bBs e9 to in ureuce, calr.lLlO.. ing, u c..r 0 t

booke, all 0 which i8 ;U::;~""'lSely 8111 1J.ied by tr

&.s single, undiv1ded collection.

With r PI' &lJ r"c b tion 0 y ur

10 9 ein 7,

ero ity, I 811

FRANK AYDELOTTE
I

Pro e Gor Beni_in D. rUt
o of H tic Stud16

titute for Y ced 7
Prince , • J rs y

FA/ CE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

February 2, 1942

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, DirEctor
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ~. J.

Dear Dr. Aydelo.te:

IHss .!iller has brought U"p with me the '!Uestion of
insurance on the books in !!!y ,,"u<!;lr. I should like to
have all the books which I use included in the general
policy written for the Insti.ute. and in order to make
this "perfectly feasible, I beg to sey now that I wish
to give my own working library .0 the Institute.

Mrs. Broneer hes made an evaluation of this library
to the amount of two thous~d dollars ($2,000). It is sO
intima. ely a part of the library which has been purchased
:or me that the two groups of books must be considered as
a unit w~ich should not be divided. Please accept this
letter, therefore, as my assurance .het I do herewith
give my part of the collection to the Institute for
Advanced Study a- nart of its permanen. possessions.

Ve. sincerely yours,

~----, .
B. D. !{eri tt
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

Janu ry 18, 1942

Dear Dr. Ayde 0 te:

We have now had the experience of one week with

our new scce ule for he use of fuel oil. During the

~ast sevenays 'e have used 40 [allo~s.

Inasmuch as his r e of c~nsumption falls

wi hin the range of 2500-2700 gallons h 'e determined

las week to be a safe maximum, i seems to me there is

no need at pre ent to make any further c .ante in our

heating plans.

Very sincerely yours,

I3-w-
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DecGllber 2, 1941

Dear Ben'

I aa del1gh ed with t ar Ii CAts which

you are uk:ing for tomarro ..ru1 lUI trea 11 arry t

I cannot 1111 eli' be pr~sbDt. I have. aeetin of the

Board of Directors of the erican Fri dB SarTic Co itte.

in Philadelphia ana could not polisibl, get ba in tue.

I hope you will give 10ur chal1'11bD II:y good i he and Ba1

ho orry I &II to alas the op ortunlt1 f. eta,; thea.

Yours sincerely,

• fRANK AYDElO IE

Pro callor B jaJlin D. lIerltt
Institute or AdvLIlced t
Princeton, N • Jersey

F 'CE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 28, 1941

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Th nk you for your letter explaining
about the use of the Dublic rooms at the Institute
by the Committee to Defend America. I have worded
my invitation to the chairmen of -e~ Jersey chapters
so t~~t they ill come to the Institute for discussion
only in my study, but so that they may later accept
tea as guests of the Institute in their several
ca acities as private individuals when our discussion
has been finished.

Thank you very much for your Eenerous
offer of Olden Manor. I believe there is too much
uncertainty about how many will come to make possible
any very precise plan ing in advance, and I would
rather not impose this uncertainty on you and Mrs.
Aydelotte. I feel ~uite sure we will manage satis­
factorily and have a very good meeting.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ew Jersey
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•

oveaber ~6. 1941.

Dear Ben:

I have consulted t meabers of th d1n& Co ittee

concerning your s Bstion thht th Co on oa of tha tltute

soould be used for a lIOeting 0 t !ll= 8_ 1 nay branches

of the Comadttee to Defend America b ~d t Alli. d have dis-

cussed it also with such ot r members of the faculty as I could get

hold of yesterday and today. The IDa toter .."."""d to me to hava & good

-
deal of importance becauue, as I said to you, it brings up tha whole

qu,stion of the use of the rnatitut or meeting. ot·prope&andist

orglUlizat10ns.

While all, or c rta1n1y most, of t aember. of the

faculty are thorouahl;y in .yap th,. with the purpo8e of the Collllllittee

to Defend Am rica by Aiding the Allie , 1t 1 ext ly liKely tba t

0Ql' peraiisicm II1ght be BIt in th future tor th" u of the Co on

Rooa for prope&and1st orgsni..tion conc rnin& which faculty op ion

aight be d1'Yided.

I find t t ight of f culty opiniOll, La I interp t

1t, 18 t it uld ba un 1sa to e the public rooas of the Inat1tute

for a aeeting of what is distinctly s prope& d~at orgeni ticm.

• era at the c ty t el turtlwraora tmt it 18 fort te t the

st10n 8 co a up in r tiOll to en orl\en1 tion w1th which we are

all in agre ment, since this will • a iar it lr8 should have
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ar at froll Ii up of which o.t at dllap

The In.t1tut. dif. r. fro a ooll.g. or un1.,.r.1t, in

t we .,e 110 erl"-d t. body to 1Illich w. bo t pr aent

both .idea of contra., ra1al 11 • Inat d our f ..",....''"

c t1 te a 1IlU~ ll1'CJ1ll) 0 are xp

of aubjeot.. Th. e w1ll v••tr c oyer 1&1

will bou14 in viduall7 cecu

ahip W1u ce e aeoti • at l1coini.:J tb I' at

thil f ct the I. of the lio fac1l1t1ea a t ID t1tute for a

the

7 to have re 1I1p1t1 o. en 1t 11

theul1 ",,,,,,..t..rnt ti:w.t e

pro III1d1lt "urnc a. 11 1

for t

t the IDatitute as a body i a

•
public

any partlc 1nt of IIW a con v raW <tu •

in

ree-8Ol1 I WOl.l.L:> b. t r

In titute,

a J'Our no or t o r c -

• hi laCtUla in

u IlI~Jll'1111. e1 t t

t pin1 0 t I ha.,

1IT.1 baa

h • real IU h co fJ. te thy

and CWll1:r'&tion or your owu publ1 9}1 work.

Youra aincerely,

Profeasor Benj D. Meritt
Inatitute for 'n:IlC t
Princeto",. II ,w J 8:r-1l y

FRANK AYDElOTIE

I
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Se~te ber , 1941

Dear B n:

I em sorry to hear this new about

your he rt and ope t ·t the d1agno 1s 1s

favorablp. You were certainly ise to take

every precaution. Don't orry about Haus-

knecht. I 1il t ~e cre of h1 , with the

aid 0 oth.r people here, if re 0 es down

before you return.

Yours incerely,

fRANK AYDELOTTE

Prof. Benja in D. erltt
Church ome a uri ry
North tlroadway
B It or~, .eryland

F :

•
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTJC STUDIES

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

~ Sh. Aut£tL,=u-c:.

~ .1.lJ-1 ~ 4 ••'. Co .. t.~ e~d t..±;-
~ ~ -LA A..t . •• ~ t4; o.e-k-.. '7 "'""r
~....r - ..., a.u... M.-P ~ ~ ",.:I ~I'~
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Th British are
re cot <g&J in i_.ortant

ju t now c use t univ ral
work r th.r than schol rah1 •
for ery?

.rune 5, 191.1

or u ror rofes80r Keritt:

r nvl11e- r~ r told e y st r ay th t • • e~.

ho is now t the eric n 0 001 In then. would l1'e to c e
to the . 1t d ~ t ..tes n xt y > r if h eould!' 0 e ul l-e
o t for 1 cV.ll"lng or a c in. Do l' know a t h1I::I? Is he

a first-rate ? Ii."e you any advice as to where he 1 ht loo\{?
r v111e- rker 5 inclin to advise aee to at in touch wlth

t '3 U"livers1ty of lell1 n.

1IJ111in to va unlver Ity cn ho
ar ork e to Unit 5 tea
18 r n ee a rily ivan up to war
Should we urge th to try so thin
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pril 23, 19l,l

De rD.:

rs 1n r ly,

FP.

Prot. enjamin D. ritt
Fu.l. 1.1
Pr1 ceton, • •
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December 3, 1940

Dear Benl

Kany tlJtmks for the book. I have

had time only to 1.. thro· it, but I find

the.t it g1v just the account of your ork

hic I have long been 1abing you ould do.

I shell read 1t 1th tne A enest intere t.

Youra a cerely,

FRANK AYDElOTTE

Pro'eBBor Benjamin D. eritt
Ful lIall
Princeton, Ne Jersey

.'•.m"r.

•
•

•
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV ANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 15, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

From time to time I have seen Wes
working on doors and book shelves and doing
odd jobs about the Institute. I know that he
is sometimes hampered by a lack of proper tools
and I question whether the Institute ought not
to invest a small sum in getting such things
as a set of chisels, and a fine tooth saw, and
one or two other items which I daresay Wes would
name.

This idea occurred to me when I saw
Wes working in Miss Goldman's office on Saturday
afternoon and I decided to send you a memorandum
on the chance that you might think it worth
some consideration by the Standing Committee.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL Of HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 15, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

You will recall tha t I made
application to the American Philosophical
Society for a sum of money to be used in the
chemical treatment of my collection of squeezes.
The Society has a~provdd my application and has
voted a grant of $500.

As you suggestad last spring I asked
that the payments be made to the Institute and
Dr. Conklin informs me tp~t the payments will
be made quarterly beginning January first.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton

, -Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1940-1947 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Augu t 7, 1940

De...r Ben:

Hsartiaar. COIl atul tiOll I I ell 'ht_ at
II allerv d honor . en ~5 co to.'U I d. rtlcul~'ly

V e ;,ed h the graeiou9 way _u ,hie!! it -1UU.oune'. I
return Too 's lett.er h'.l:!"e i th, ut 11..VEo u.k~n t.he lw rr.y 01

," in copy of it, .hie,. _tll your P i sion, I 800 1. e
t:o uno;, to Dr. Flexn l' ani r. 3arab r g r.

I • s i li~h" _ to
rvard Un!verdty P:::, 5S, ..&!",1n=o",un~e",in......,-"~"'P71"""-~"""~-,,,-"'.;<-=,,,,

to ve ilie pho"tostet eo:,i_s 0 t. r",vi U 01

Tr 1, 1 sts. 1'01' " teh ! do not t I hay
my 'IiJiB ter! is ex l'

to a.bou"t the Insti".ute, n hen
I abou t your '01".

kn • t t t s ceo mie
1 :ve

II

t __ t ouer
I • 0:::'

aSr

est l' a: s,

sha reportll
tl'.••..n.

Pr " . sor
I.or.

Ontario, C

!near y yo .,

lX YO
lU!lin D. I.lerltt

BurAS F S
de.

,

, Dit' etor
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PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

AWERICAN SCHOOL O"'CLASSICAL STUDIES

PRINCETON. N. oJ.

Ihtl~
&n~ ~.-. k tl, , 1J.::i:".

Q.u.~ I, (~"D.

~ 04&.J..c.6-C..tL.:...~~

~~ :.... it.. l4.yi:r

,
I

/'Ac...(•• ~

~"4 ~l.e/l(.

&-s.. ~ /3 3 ~ ..r.L.a.. I) (!o~tl"':"'-5

~ .. 71u ~'k.v( lk._tP.(w'I' ~c1 ~ ;~

6. .. ().(AA e..c..., ~~ .44'" ~...... """'-« • R.-u.x ,
,. .. h< t. "'4" r ...... k c.u.la.c..~ rh-.-..f) ~ ~ R.t.lli..

..f.A.4.c.I,- W'lu c1 e.-(u. r-- 7D1. ", O-u'J eo/~'Y-'

~ LU-*"~ a c/o ~ ~ -:~
9- w.., "1 r -k, ...u. kv.- '.:/ .f.o ac... A.4 W ,

6\A~ k-u,. ~ tt.u.1i- o.r~ r-....... kA A
40 L~ ~-~

A-eA.d.u..... 1 ,,~ ~I-lj(., k
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PUBL.lCATlONS CONNITTEE

ANI[RICAN SCHOOL OP"CLASSICAL STUDIES

"RINCETON. N. ~.

J

~-., ~ i.tJ.~ ~ f).:::r;
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

July 24, 1940

Dear Aydel.otte,

I am delighted to have your letter of July 19 and to know that
the status of Professor Broneer and of IIrs. Bron_er has been
settled for the coming yes:r. I am glad too that you are willing
to let es try his hand at rna!d~ the case for squeezes in ury
laboratory.

There has been a temporary disappointment ab<,;ut Robert ade-Gbry.
He had the bad luc.k to cootract measles in Oxford and was not able
to cane w.;.th the group which landed last week in Montreal and which
was mot by your son Bill and :Mr. Nason. I am carrying on in the
expectation that Robert may come over to Canada this 5UDlJIler quite
on his own. If he does this, I have JDade al.l. arrangements to meet
him and I have the necessary documents 50 that I can secure him a
visa in very short order. Unaer these circumstances Betty and I
would bring Robert to Princeton with us when we come down early in
September.

Your letter gives me great hope that Wade-Gery himself may come
over. I can ha.rdl¥ tel.l. you the pleasure and satisfaction that it
would give to me personall.y in the pursuit of ury studies to be able
now with Wade-Gery to finish the second volume of the Tribute Lists.
Before he can get leave from New College and a visitor's visa to
the United States I believe he should have a definite offer from you
to become a member of the Institute 50 that he may shoN it to the
consul in London. Probabl he can bring no money ",~tb him but I
have no doubt he could manage passage. If we do not object to his
giVing a lecture or t",o during the year I think he might manage
his stay, with some ec nomies, on 3,000. I recommend very strongly
that you send him a cablegram, if you feel that you can do 50, offer­
ing him membership in the Insti,.tute with this :t.ipend for the coming
year.

I do not know the extent of Wade-Gery's participation in Home
Defense. If he is not needed in England, it would be s lendid for
him and tu" family to be Wl.tb us in Princeton. If he feels that he
is useful at home I have no doubt that he will stay and do his duty
as he sees it, but I should l.ik:e in any case to give him the chance
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to come over so that we may finish our joc. I shall not write to
Wade-Gery myself until I hear aga n from you. I may be wrong about
it but I have a feeling that the offer to him and the invitation
should be s~ed by you as Director, and I believe too that it
w uld have greater weight with Wade-Gery.

In spite of the "8r ana Seme rat.hE.r serious concentration on
the manilold cllversions of a vacation, I have succeeded in getting
some things dune h re that I wanted to finish before the end of
summer. I have read proof on my Epigraphica Attica and made a
complete revision of the manuscr1pt of the book which itchett
and I will publish this fall. Miss Cutter'.s presence during the
past week nas eased the burden tremendously and I am more than
ever glad th~t we could arrange to have her here even for two
weeks.

With best greetings I am,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
PrincetUl, New Jersey
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JulJ' 19, 1940

De l' Bent

t.',- for your t. .Let' rG of Ju_y 1 J ,- :6.
VCr:! . aml:r . our •.illirene3.l to let es this hmld at tlJe ll1t..;r

bore.tory, n.. I t.'liJ:li;: th1:J s f.1r end a the b t plan. I
e do .ore 0 theca tLi (;& for ourb ~l '1:) Ilhall be a 1 to "ave

SUl:I of mobey.

I p.r elate
t. n in "our
sure t if
consid r ble

t rd ..t the.
titu ,

Ie 3 to ...0 t},"1~. 5. or
re~ to.{) t: _ "rvi 0

I 0 ~ 91: lUl!io .rt ,,- b-Geq. If he 1
partu ,hieb ~ed ntr' tod,"Y'", I t ':\k that aU .ng' ent "
:etod or a CQ ;X:>I"'-tc f"L.1'vit "01' t"~ir 1 15 into the tIn:.t.ed C

al ~ ow IllOre bout till in a fe. ~-B' tJ.:. SOD, Bi:.l,
J obn !lBOn, a v in :-Itr ~.l at + ' S llIl).• n -ty •

I shu='3 your CO:1com about I u&-GaIY h
sdbLities of eetti::lz nd 13 .life to co e

eve cone, ivable effort to ~in(mee tim. ;)(lnft nUoD ho
fiinCll it miel1t ot be .;ible for us to pMvi e tha ';)' "t,
to ble hiIJ an lS3UM e 0" Du_e = on .rbi.cb he C;)ul liv&,
to st'lnd b 'hinJ it.

In the
C

I

. rofes50. B :'lj
et3

via :J\4JC""" , 8

0:1 Canada

'1 ::rn

\

Il. Iitt
fRANK AYDELOm
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Oriel College
Oxford

16th July, 1940

lIy dear lIerittl

Yay I welcome you wholeheartedly and delightedly

into the Fellowship of the British Academy? Few things have

ever given me - indeed, I can imagine but few things which

could give me - greater pleasure than this recognition of your

character and of your eminence in the field of scholarship.

I rejoice too at the forging of this further link in the strong

chain of sympathy and co-operation whioh unites the studies

and the students of our two lands.

I trust that all goes well with you and yours,

though you too, I doubt not, have your share in the sorrow and

distress which weighs upon the world in these days and not

alone upon the nations which are avowedly belligerent. This

interruption of contact and communication, though not of

friendship and effection, with continental scholars is hard to

bear: I should love to have a handshake with Kleffenbach, and

my heart is sore at the tho i'ht of Hondius, left without the

support and symp&thy of his wife to confront the present situa-

tion and the future prospects of his country. But the night,

though long and dark, will not be endless; in the mercy of God

the dawn must break - somehow, sometime.

With affectio te greetings to you both, in which

my wife joins me, I am

Ever yours,

(Signed) llarcus N. Tod
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVA CED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

July 16, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

ss Cutter has brought me your memorandum of July 11

about the expense of alterations in rIrY laboratory. I think

the best thing to do, so far as rIrY part of the general program..--
is concerned, is to postpone any furthc:r stua;.- of tne problem

until autumn.

Wes Dauncey is a ver-~ competent cabinet JDB.l{Br and I

have in mind now that my case for squeezes could be manufactured

by him as well as by a Princet~n carpenter. The expense of it,

i£ lll2llaged in this way, would be merely the cost of materials.

Ve s .ncerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton, N. J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUM.ANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

.July 16, 1940

Dear s. Bailey,

I should have answered long ago your leT.ter of .July 5 and
now that . ss Cutter is here I have no excuse whatever for putting
it off any l~er. I '7&Ilt t. thank jou for takUlg ca.'6 of the
tax bill on the house.

I have just sent a note to Dr. Ayaelotte suggesting that the
carpentry for the squeeze file might be left to Wes in the autumn
That would save s~ e money ana I feel sure that Wes could do it
well. I am glad that you reminded me about the proceaure for
gettl.Dg Brooeer admiT.ted next year as a m""'ber of the InsT.itute.
I do verJ much want to have him with us and I hope that we can find
him cUDvenient space in which to work. I have talked informally
with Broneer about this matter of a room. He understands that it
would be only by great good luck that the same room would be again
at his disposal and I have told him that no decision can be made
until we get down to business in he fall. Will you please,
ther..fore, enter my application to th.. Director that Professor
Broneer be made a member of the Institute for the year 1940/41.

I have high hope that s. Broneer will be willing tv cc.ntinue
her work in the library of the Humanistic School. There is indeed
much work to do and I have been thoroughly satisfied with the way
she has carried on this last spring.

Your affidavit arrived in good time yesterday and I am much
indebted to you for sending it. I shall probably have to present
this and a simil..r document that I have from the bank when I try
to get Robert's permission to enter the United States. I have just
received a telegram that he may rea..:h Torc.nto Friday so the papers
have come to me 10 good t.1.lDe.

We wer& delighted with the photograrhs which you sent. I wish
we had s~me here to show you a glimpse of the lake but I have taken
no pictures at all this s=cr. It looks ver, much as it always
does except that we do miss you ad:! the Flexners neXt door very
much indeed. Betty joins me 10 'liarme.st regards tv you.

Very sincerelY yours,
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JlL.Y 5, 1940

Dear Bem

I r ceiv.,d your lett r of JW'le 71 DC i=OO1 t ~ 8 nt to

the Tre~~~er ur ~ bill f~r tt~n ~.

10' on erM of you to tone :.obert .a<:<; "E>!j' i.'lto your 110 8~ oldl
•

.n no C0!l168' r 1. t l' to ~:". 1. elotte bo- t r. """ G3ry,. ~ich I all
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~_. - rol IlW:' Dr :le r ?C.

to 0 tho oth ~ dey a ut r nening hi b.r h !l :;'n tlh Im;t!.t te for nrort. )e3r.

s not l'IlGw.re -ny on~ but he ·o.u be h.!i 'Y if a couln hav~ 1'00 pace

in your w

~v liable.

, r-s 1 iz1ng that Profes r, "nof q's rao:n .ould J:r bably not be

I told Professor Bran -er that tho DOI'l:l81 rocedure u:.d be for you

to cake epplic tiOD "or him which woulti be c 'lsic-e. v, J the • rare Bars • e

lXlD reporting .. conv"re" ion to • Ay olotte Da "01 to sliY
to rofessor ron ar that he d be velY

?rofessor ilroneer is naturaD;r deli::h ."

his ap•.;lication for rens al or r h.1.

elcome in the nstitute ~or next year.

uut I ~ .iOU Ifill wish to r ~.!lIr

in the School of Hu:nanistic St iss.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL Of HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 25, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

I send you here the copy which I
promised of the review of The Athenian
Tribute Lists. Itcomes from the journal
Antiquity for 1940 and was written by
Professor A. M. Woodward who was for years
director of the British School of Archaeo­
logy in Athens and is now professor of
archaeology at the University of Sheffield.
I think one might gather from his last
paragraph that he considers it fortunate
that our foundations in this country are
willing to give facilities that make such
a publication possible.

Sincerely yours,

~
B. D. Meritt

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton
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Dear pror or eritt:

February • 1940

:r. Aydelott:! l'AS ::::ea::I.e +~ II J U

that a au: roo... has be:1L aid out oro l:hlY i th

p1UiAblng conn~ctlons u er; 0 r 0 +'ic~ in e
•

base nt. I t is a roOO! su!".icint1,y larg~ to

tue c "of l:i. a

•

especie'iy .. .. f "1 r s::or P nof~'.

::;i!:c r .." ...u.rcr ,

EIS HEP S

Prof",sllor B. ~ :.!eritt"

P'uld Hall
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J 'Z7, 1940

Dear erittl

,

of1 ice as a

I del hted to have the opportum.~y 0 100kllDg

ov your article llIId Prit in clerici elos

in my Greek pr v t ro foll in.: your article in •

but the t.o arti e g1. me a Iv! id a 0 the inter.sting

and d ieult nature of the problau with which you e dealing.

It is a fascinating study, and I con • tulate • u 011 the

enu &lllOun t 0 IIlE.ter1al you Lave fJld auee s i th whioh

;you are bandlin it.

I &II plae bro'- Heso ri 1n my _ront

d of Exhibit A of the lfOrking you ~re doing.

FRANK AYDELO:rTE

AI'e
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