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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Historical Studies - Social Science Library

ITEMS REMOVED : MERRITT, BENJAMIN D. - 1940 - 1947

1) Amnouncement of the publication of Benjamin D. Merritt's Epigraphica Attica,
accompanying letter of July 31, 1940 from Prof. Merritt to Director Aydelotte.

2) Review of Athenian Tribute Lists, from Antiquity, 1946. (Photocopy.)

Princeton, New Jersey 08540 Telephone 609-734-8375
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0 THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
A \ Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
o PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY ®

Oetober 1, 1947

Profeasor Benjenin D, Meritt » -1
Institute for Advanced Study -
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Ben:

Oppénheinsr fesls that 1t 1a, stric
-not eorregt for him to aprrove any Yteme
until after Oatober 16th, MeanwhiTe
the anproving and I am ready to 0%
thin arpenne of hetveen $200 sy
Miteos undertaken to obt.a
a eony of this letter to W oa D
th=t she eh=rge this ewpendtiy

0 for squsezes which

Y you. I am sending
rud mnd suggesting

% the contingent fand,

Cony to ‘fr. Oppéenheimer
Miss Trinterud
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 17, 1947

Dear Robert:

Mitsos who was here last year has expressed his
willingness to undertake to supply some missing items
which Meritt very much wants for his collection of
squeezes. The expense involved would be somewhere
between $200 and $300. It i1s the kind of thing which
I have always teken care of out of the contingent fund.
If you approve, I will tell Meritt to go ahead and
make suitzble arrangements.

Yours sincerely,

g

Frank Aydelotte

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Ingtitute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Copy to Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
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Mey 6, 1947

Denr Eeni

Clement would like the Ingtitute to buy him a new
typewriter., Is that our responsibility or is that the
regponeglbllity of the celassieal publieztions which he
edits?

I em 2 11ttle troubled about your plan file., Did
you zet what you wented? My understonding wrs that you
w:nted one which cost $80 and that aince that eould not
be obtalned immediately you took as a temporary makeshift
one costing §325. Is that correct?

Youra sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

Profegeor Benjamin D. Meritt
Ingtitute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jerrey
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Ca79-Sisea3-12/46 PLEASE ADDRESS ALLCOMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY

WARD WHITE

LIMITED Z

CUNARD LINE WHITE STAR LINE
DONALDSON ATLANTIC LINE LIMITED

IN YOUR REPLY
KINDLY QUOTE -

RTJ: TAC ()

25 BROADWAY TELEPHONE

BOWLING GREEN 9-5300
NEW YORK 4, N. Y.

April 25, 1947

Mr. Gilmore Stott,

Assistant to Dr. Aydelotte
The Rhodes Scholarship Trust
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Mr. Stott: ’

. I was delighted to lesrn from your letter of
April 7th thﬂt Professor Benjamin J. Meritt has seen the light
and decided to postpone his visit to the University of Glasgow
until 1948.

As we anticipate that 1948 will present the
same problems, as far 2s the availability of passenger zccom-
modation is concnrnnd to that which we zre encountering to-
day, perhaps you would have Professor Meritt complete the at-
tached 2application in order that he may be amongst the. early
registrants.




Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1940-1947
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

] rx\ \\J\ April 7, 1947
\

Dear Mr. Johnson:

I have your letter of April 1st and want to
thank you for your extra efforts toward obtaining a pas-
sage for Professor Benjamin J. Meritt on one of your
sailings in mid-June.

I have Jjust been discussing with Mr., Meritt
the many difficulties which are connected with obtaining
such a passage at this late date and in view of these
circumstances, he has decided to postpone the acceptance
of his degree from the University of Glasgow until the
summer of 1948.

In line with the information which you gave
me in your letter, I have suggested to Mr. Meritt that
he should at once apply for passage in the summer of that
year and I know that he expects to stop in your office
within the near tuture in order to do so.

Many thanks for your generous help.

Yours sincerely,

GS: kr - Gilmore Stott,

R. T. Johnson, Esq. Assistaa t to Dr. Aydelotte
Cunard White Star, Ltd.

25 Broadway

New fork 4, N, Y.
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KiNDLY QUOTE

PLEASE ADDRESS ALLCOMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY

pRD WHITE
0\3\\\ LmTED | O

CUNARD LINE WHITE STAR LINE E

DONALDSON ATLANTIC LINE LIMITED

IN YOUR REPLY

TELEPHONE
25 BROADWAY BOWLING GREEN 9-53300

.__RTJ:vab | NEW YORK 4, N. Y.

April 1, 1947

Mr. Gilmore Stott
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Yersey

Dear Mr. Stott:

I have your letter of March 25th in which you
apply for accommodation for passage for Professor Benjamin
J. Meritt by one of our sailings in mid-June.

Sorry to say that our booking position is very
difficult for all sailings up to and including the end of
July and it is impossible this time for us to promise
that the Professor will secure reservation by our Line.

We are filing his application and should canceslla-

~tions permit, you will hear from us again.

pLae

Yo ry trulz,~hlq<LL
CUNARD WHITE STAR BIMITER—

\

3

/

<
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March 25, 1947

Dear Mr. Johnson:

As I mentioned to you in our telephone con-
versation today, Professor Benjamin J. Meritt, who is a
member of the Institute for Advanced Study, has been in-
vited to receive a degree at the University of Glasgow on
the 25th of June.

The problem, of course, is whether or not
he can obtain passage so as to be able to be there. Mr.
Meritt would prefer to arrive in England if possible by
about the 15th so as to have a safe margin prior to the
date of June 25th on which the degree will be conferred.
However, he would be willing to arrive on any date which
would ailow as much as two or three days margin for him to
make the trip to Glasgow. Mr., Meritt will be happy to go
via any class passage available, but prefers an economical
passage for example tourist, if that is possible.

As I mentioned to you over the telephone,

' ¥r. Meritt is especially eager to go with his wife. 1If,
however, it means the difference between being able to go
or not being able to go, he would accept a single passage.
Mr. Meritt is reluctant to suggest this alternative, but I
understand he would accept it if that is neces:zary.

It is necessary for Mr. Meritt to return to
this country early in July in order to carry on his stuaies
nere, 1 understand that the return passage would not be
so difficult to obtain as the eastward passage. It it
should work out that some type of eastward passage could
be made available to Mr. Meritt, I know that he will wish
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to make a definite arrangement regarding his return sailing
so as not to be stranded on the other side. It has occurred
‘ to me that the return sailing of the Mauretania on the lst
of July would be ideal if this is possible.

B It is very generous of you to do us the favor
of looking out for Mr, Meritt and both he and Ur, Aydelotte
are extremely appreciative of your efforts.

Yours sincerely,

GS:kr Gilmore Stott,
Assistant to Dr. Aydelotte
R. T. Johnson, Esq.
Cunard White Star, Ltd.
25 DBroadway
New York, N, Y.
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March 24, 1947

Dear Ben:

I return your Honorary Vegree letter herewith
and am asking Gil Stott to make some efforts with the
Cunard White Star line to find places for you and Betty
on the Queen Elizabeth on June llth.

1 enclose at the same time a letter I recently
received from a British scholar who wants to know about
late American books on the Homeric problem. I should be
grateful if you would, suggest some titles which I could
send on to him. Please return his letter so that 1 can

answer it.
Yours sincerely,

FA: kr Frank Aydelotte

Mr. Benjamin J. Meritt
Institute for Advanced S tudy
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COPY The University
Glasgow, W.2
14th March, 1947

Dr. B. J. Meritt
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey, U. S. A.

Dear Dr. Meritt:

I am directed by the Senate of the University to
invite you to receive at its hands the Honorary Degree of
Doctor of Laws. I have much pleasure in conveying this invi-
tation and hope to hear that you will accept it.

It is hoped to hold an Honorary Graduation Lere-
mony on the afternoon of Wednesday, 25th June. Further infor-
mation will be sent you later; in the meantime, it may be
useful to say that for the occasion of the ceremony itself
the University will provide each graduand with the accademic
dress appropriate to his degree.

Yours sincerely,

(signed
C. J. Fordyce
Clerk of Senate
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CROSS REFERENCE

FILE: MERITT, Benjamin '40-'47

SHEAR, Mrs. Leslie - Gift of paintings of Greek pottery to I.A.S.
under supervision of Prof. Meritt

LETTER DATED:  FILE _ pec. '"4% - Dec/ '48

INSTITUTE GENERAL - Shear Mrs. Leslie
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 17, 1946

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you very much for the coples of Hesperis
and A.J.A. I shall see to it that coples of Hesperis
reach you regularly and we shall, of course, be glad to

have them for our file when you have finished reading them.

S8incerely yours,

e

B. D. Meritt

BDM:DD
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September 4, 1946

Professor Benjamin D, Meritt
Magnetawen :
Burk's Fells

Onterio, Censads

Dear Den: p =

We were in desperste condition with this -lectromic computer s you
will see when you arrive. I comsulted Clement snd ne taought that one
room could be spered temporarily, the one tc tne south. I know you will
be crowded in the other one but you undsrstand that it is only & question
of a few months until the clectronic computer building is fimisned. Then
the whole group will move out of Fuld Hell snd they will, incidentally,
leave your room in much better condition than they found it.

Before calling on anybody else I gave up precticelly all the storege
space under my office and we heve iilled svery mook and cormer of the ;
bullding.

The contract for the removal of the houses from Mimeville to Princeton
hes been signed. The coatractor telis sbout sixty to nimety days but I
have privately made up my mind not to expect thzm to be reedy {or hsbitation
before Christmas. Meanwhile we shell heve & desperste tize housing our
members and may hzve to put some buds in some of the smeller offices in
¥uld Hell. The first term is going to be a crowded one in every sense of
the word.

Yours sincerely,
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THE INSTITUTE/ FOR/ ADVANCED STUDY

FSHISY ¥ REMARSALS STuDiES
/oA EETON, Aty foksEY

Magnetawan, via Burk's Fzlls
Ontario, Canada
August 29, 1946

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have learned with some dismay that a group of
electronic experts has moved into half of the basement of our
wing at the Institute. I am very sorry that they have done
this and I hope that you will manage it so that this will be
merely a temporary expedient. Without the storage space that
this room provided we will be unable to work on our engravings
in the room that 1s now left, as I understand it, for the
Humanistiec School, and I want to get the heavy materiasl that
must simply be stored back into the other half of the basement.

This ig all the more important as I expect to have
a very large increment that must be stored as soon as I return
to Princeton.

Very sincerely yours,

Re

B. D. Meritt

BDM:DD
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AHE \NSTVIULE FOR ADNANCED STUDY
ACHISY BF MOMARISTS £7vite
PHREETON, WY JF3stY

Magnetawan, via Burk's Falls
Ontario, Canada
August 21, 1946

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey, U.S8.A.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

We expect to leave here on September 9 and reach
Princeton sometime in the afternoon of September 11. I hope
that you have had as good weather for your vacation in
Connecticut as we have had here in Magnetawan. E. L. Woodward
arrived safely a2 few days ago and 1s enjJoying the brief respite
before he gets down to work with us in Princeton.

I merely wanted to let you know what our plans are.

Sincerely yours,

£7

B. D. Meritt

BDM:DD



EASTMAN HOUSE

18 NORHAM GARDENS, OXFORD
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Dear Mmiss Qla&u&uu,
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April 28, 1946

Professor B.D,. deritt
12 Norham Gardens
Oxford, Emgzland

Dear Bens

Warmest thanks for your note which reached me this
afternoon on my first real day in the office, so that as a
welcome it 1s sxtremely timely. We had a somewhat slow trip
back last wesk, We were due to leave on Monday arnd to reach pEe
New Jork on Tuesday. Instead we were held up one day at
Geneva, two nights in Ireland, and on= day in lnw’cundland,
Tinally reaching ¥ew York lata Friday afternoon.

I find evarything in good shape here at the Insti-
tute and am-now ssettling down to work oa the problems whieh
nava been leoft for me %o solve, Wallace has Just been im to
see me and expressss himselfl as delighted with the facilities
he finds in his department, He has iacidentally jJust beem
offered a professorship in University Collage, Toronto, amd
will be thers next year., In addition, they have a new baby
in their family, so that 1life for him is very exciting. He

. could find no place for his wife in Princeton, and she has
Deen staying with an aunt in Hartford.

I am extremely glad that you got word about that
sultcase of mine. I meant to write to vou at the same time
I wpote to Bagley but, literally did not have a2 moment to do

it. Loud will be coming home next week, 1t is obviously
more convénient to have him bring it.

- With kindest regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

Frank Avdelotte
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Summary of Professor Meritt's Activities

in connection with the war effort {

About May the first of 1942 Professor Meritt began to work
continuously with the Office of Strategic Services in Washington,
taking leave of absence from the Institute so that he might do
this, and taking a position in the Foreign Nationalities Branch
of Colonel Donovan's organization as chlef of the Chancery
Division. This work grew out of preliminary volunteer service
with the Office of Strategic Services which Professor Meritt had
begun in Princeton at the close of 1941. The Forelgn Nation-
elities Branch was organized for the purpose of studying the
foreign national groups in the United States with respect to
thelir politieal aspirations, their possible community of interest,
thelr differences, and the effect of 211 these uvnon the war
effort of the United Nations.

In Washington Professor Meritt was asctlive in following the
political aspirations of about thirty-six forelign national
groups within the United States. One of his assipnments was
to suprly a complete coverage of the forelgn language press
from the point of view of political intelligence. This he did
in colperation with a number of volunteer workers in academic
institutions throughout the United States. But this was only
one of a number of activities of the Washington office. A
great deal of the work was of a confidential nature and from
July the first of 1942 until recently when the Office of Strategle
Services was disbanded, the Forelgn Rationalities Branch operated
under the direction of the Joint Chlefs of Staff. As the counter-
part of the Chancery Division a Fileld Study Division was developed.
For a time Professor Meritt worked in close liaison with the
Field Study Division. Later he was given the dutles of Assoclate
Director, and eventually had charge of the activities of both
the Chancery Division and the Field Study Division.

This activity in connection with the war effort necesgsitated
Professor Meritt's living in Washington, where he had to be in
constant touch with the Department of State, the Department of
Justice, the Army, the Navy, the Office of War Information, and
other agencies interested in forelgn nationalitles, like the
Board of Economic Warfare, the Treasury Devartment, and the
Maritime Commission.

Professor Meritt continued with the Office of Strategile
Services until the middle of August, 1943, when Governor Lehman,
the active director of the Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation
Operations, had need of hile services in an emergency capacity,
namely, to establish as soon as possible an outpost in the
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Middle East. Realizing the importance of the proposed plan as
outlined by Governor Lehman, Professor Meritt resigned from the
Office of Strategic Services and obtained leave of absence from
the Institute for Advanced Study until the end of the calendar
year, in order to perform his new duties. He was engaged to go
to Cairo as a representative of the State Department and took
the oath of office on September &6th.

A period of prevaration followed in which Professor Meritt
conferred repeatedly with Mr. Philip C. Jessup, Director of
the Personnel Section of OFRRC, and with Governor Lehman on
probleme connected with the misslion. He received the necessary
inoculations, and went through the formalities of obtalning a
passport, and collecting eoculpment for the Journey. Everything
pointed toward success in carrying out the assigned task.
However, the matter of obtalning ailr transportatlon caused
delay, and meanwhlle bureaucratic dispute arose among various
governmental agencles, of which OFRRO was one, which resulted
in reorganization by Executive Order on September 25th. Frofessor
Meritt's understanding with Governor Lehman in August 1943, when
he had asked for leave of abeence from the Institute until the
end of the calendar year, had been that the mission would be
accomplieghed in three months' time, but since then much time
had elapsed, and in the reorganization of September 25th
Governor Lehman had been removed from the directorshir of OFRRO
and had been given the responsibility for creating the machinery
for UNRRA. Professor Meritt found himself no longer a member
of the State Devartment but a publlec servant in the Executive
Office of the President, and OFRRO and the other agencies which
had entered into the dispute which brought about the reorganization
were coordinated in 2 new board, the Office of Forelgn Economie
Administration. Professor Meritt felt then that he ought not
to go to Cairo, as had been planned, unless matters clarified
themselves rapldly, but Governor Lehman urged him to ecarry on
in the hope that he might get off to Cairo. Governor Lehman
felt that he would need a first-hand account from one of his
own people in Cairo of what was goling on in the Middle East at
the time when he was creating UNRRA. However, when Professor
Meritt had recuested further leave of absence from the Institute,
he had set October 10th as the time limit on his devarture for
the Middle East, the latest date in his estimation on which he
might leave for Cairo, accompligh his mission, and return by
the end of 1343, On October 4th he was finally summoned to
the airport to be "processed." There he was told that he might
get off by October 18th, though the Priorities Board and the
Army Transport could not, of course, guarantee this. On Cectober 5th
he reported these facts to OFRRO and submitted his resignation,
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TEACHERS INCURANCE & ANRUITY
ASSOCIATION
ol Amesrics

522 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y.
Hovembar 30, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Hew Jer:ze
Dear Doctor Aydslottie:

Replying to your letter of Novsaber 27, you no doubt now
neve my lestter of Noveaber 24 which snswersd your guestion
concerning the annuity contrzct held by Profisssor von Neumsnn.

ks to retirement snnuity contrect No. A4469 held by T
Professor B. D. Meriti, the priosent montily premium of §125 may R
be paid through June i, 1952 end tuem must be reduced to \
§16 & month starting July 1, 1952 to provide just $655 & month,
regular settlement, et age 65.

Sinecerely yours,
Signed: R. L. MATTOCKS

Asscciate Actusry

RLE:RJ
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Athens and the Delian League, in The Greek Political Experilence
(Studies in honor of W. K. Prentice) pp. 50-60; Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1941.

Amerlcan excavatlions in the Athenlan Agora, nineteenth report:
Greek inscriptlions, Hesperla X, pp. 38-64, 1941.

Notes on Attic Decrees, Hesperla X, 1941, pp. 301-337.

New fragments of the tribute lists, American Journal of Philology
LXII, 1941, pp. 1-15.

Review of Epigraphica, Revista Italiana di Epigrafla, I; American
Journal of Philology, 1941, p. 513.

Amerlcan excavatlions in the Athenlan Agora, twenty-second report:
Greek inscriptions, Hesperlia XI, 1942, pn. 275-303.

The early Athenian tribute 1lists, Classical Phllology XXXVIII, 1943,
pp. 223-239.

American excavations in the Athenian Agora, twenty-fourth report:
Greek inscriptions, Hesperia XIII, 1944, pp. 210-266.

Editor, American Journal of Philology
Editor, Hesperla

Scheduled for publication in 1945: Athenian Decrees of the Fifth
Century in one volume,
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99 BATTLE ROAD

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Dear Miss Miller:
As I discussed the gquestion of roomers

with Mr. Merritt before he left - because of a sugges-
tion put forward by someone else - I thought it might
be well to reply to your letter myself and tell yom

what the situation is. From my talk with Mr. Merritt I
do not feel that Mrs. Bill and I ought to take any one
in here without his specific request. This is, of
course, both for his protection and for ours. We are

responsible for his place while he is away and naturally
will feel more secure if *he responsibility is undivided.
We are very sorry not to be more helpful when living
gquarters are so difficult to find.

With all best wishes,

L i b
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September 21, 1945
Dezr Ben:

Would you have any objection to allowing the
Bills to remt 2 room to a memder of the Inetitute if
this were a person we could all vouch for 10047 Living
conditions in Princeton are more congeated this year
than ever before, which is saying a good deal. Ve
have soms fine people here at the Ingtitute wvho sim-
Ply cannot find a place to live. I am particularly
interested in Migs Rerta Sezall of the Eumanistie
School vho so far has found nothing but a2 kitchen,
wvhich muat be 2 terrible place. If you would be will-
ing to allow the Bills to rent her a room, it would be
a great favor to a very deserving person.

I am afrald you went out into the hurri-
cane after all. I hope the voyage wes not too rough
end that you are now recovering in Oxford.

¥ith kindeet regerds, I am

Tours slncoroly‘

Frank Aydelotte

Professor B. D. Meritt
Ezgtman House

18 Norham Gardens
Oxford

FALRE
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VWaterford, Connecticut
September 3, 1945

Professor Benjamin D, Meritt
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Bent “

¥d Earle telephoned me this morning to say that you and he ;
had ‘discovered strings tisd to trees in your backyard which
gsuggest an amateurish attempt to lay out & continuation of Battle - ;
Road, It may have been after you l-ft in the spring that - '
Maxwell offered us a greater part of the land which he owns "0k
(leaving only adequate grounds surrounding his own house) for
‘100,000, Our Trustees thought this too much and authorized '
me to . ffer him 65,000, I gather that Maxwell 1s now trying 3
to put pressure on us to raise this amowmt, I think, myself, . !
our offer was a little small and should have preferred to mai
it 75,000 or 80,000, 5

For our own protectiony, I think we ought to take st ps

immediately to get this road and the unnamed street behind your

house formaliy erased from the Township mag. I gather that the i
ingquiries econduected by you and Zarle make it certain that we 3
shall have the support of all our neighbors in this attempt, 1
If kr. Bunn is in Princeton I wish you would have a word with - i
him as to the formal steps which are neeessary, I will then A
proceed to carry them out as soon as I return to Princeton, .

I am sending a copy of this letter to Hiss Miller by way

[ of instructing her to provi.e you with any legal agsistance .y
\ that may be ncaded before my return, I think Miss Miller had i
better not act except wnaer insiructions from you, g

Yours sincerely, '

Frank Aydelotte :

Copy to Miss Miller
Professor farile
Professor Veblen

e
|
=



August 3, 1945

- Prolessor Benjamin D, Meritt
tevan, via Burk's Falls
Ontario, Canads |
Deer Bent -
Membership in The Society for the Promotion of
Hellenic Studies. This is anothsr fine preparetion

|
for your year in Englsnd. I hope thst by this time
you have my airgraph from Oxford and are making some '
progress in rmrd to securing passage.
Yours sincersly,

{

FAzjsr ‘
l:.‘
i , by Gy L ‘f- ! :s,_‘_.“ ! L=
J I '1‘1.‘ I ! I ) 4 l




July 30; 1545 =

Professor Benjamin D, Neritt
Magnetansn, vie Burk's Fells
NMQQ Canadsa

Deer Proiessor Reritt:

Thank you for your letter of J’nly‘ﬂth .
informing Dr. Aydelotte that you have Just been
msde an Honorary Member of The Society for the
Promotion of Hellenic Studies. Dr. Aydeloite

i will be very hsppy to have this news whem he
E' returns {rom hghudabout August 2nd.

I hope you are having a good summer.
[
B - _ Sincerely yours,

\
i : L]
|

=

x Jene S. Richsrdson
.|‘ Ny Sscretary to Dr. Aydelotte
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Magnetawan, via Burk's Falls
Ontario, Canada
July 27, 1945

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I am enclosing a copy of the letter which I received
yesterday from the Secretary of the Soclety for the Promotion
of Hellenlic Studies. I am sending this copy because I know
you will be interested.

Very sincerely yours,

F T

B. D. Meritt

BDM:DD
Enc:
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py¥ 1or Dr, Aydelotte

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROMCTION OF HELLENIC STUDIES

50 Bedford Square
London, W.C. 1

6th July 1945

Profeascr B. D. Meritt,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton,

N.J., U.8.A.

Sir,

I have the honour to inform ycu that at a
special meeting of the Council of this Soclety, 1t was
decided to offer you ite Honorary Membership in recog-
nition of the services you have rendered to the cause
of archaeological study during your long and distinguished
career,

I am, Sir,

Yours falthfully,

Secretary
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 13, 1945
My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have shown my letter to you of June
eighth to Professors Yoldman, Lowe and Panof-
sky, and they all without exception approve
the recommendations that I made in it, namely,
the granting of a stipend of $1,000 as a
fellowship to Lt. William P, Wallace and the
extending of the privileges of membership to
Father Loughran for the summer.

I think there is no need to write to
Father Loughran, but I attach here a suggested
letter to Lt. Wallace.

Yours sincerely,

Bew

B. D. Meritt

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

BDM:XK
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Bay 3, 1945
Professor Benjemin D. Meritt i
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jerssy
. Dear Bens
This is to repest my suthorizaticn to you to
employ an sssistsnt next yeer at & salery mot to
4 exceed $2,000 to work on your Athenien telsphome
' directory. ’ .
, At the save time I hope thet we can put
¢

0 ¢ ; the department wnlch we discussed.
' Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

§T s
"
3
.
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March 29, 1945
Dear Ben:

I should bo gratuml it yvom would take
up wita the Township authorities the matter of
eliminating the maps of the Institute prop-
erty the road | was proposed from Mercer \
Street, parallesl with tihe line of our lana and
¥r. daxwell's snd conmecting with the proposed
axtemicn of Dattle fhoad.

Thess proposed roads haves naver been
de.iicat.ed. iney were marked out by Mr. Olden
on his msps of the property, 1 belleve, at the
tige whem he had in mind soame kind of real
estate devslopment for the 0lden Farm. That
- plan was wholly abandoned when the omm Farm
was sold to the Institute. ;

: These roa&s do not fit in w:.th the
plan which we have forwed for the development
of tha Institute property ani the lastitute
has no intention of ever building or dedieating
them., They should therefore be erased from all
the recoris.

iours sincersly,

Frank Ayielotte

_ Professor B. D, Meritt

Institute for Advancad s_tidy
FAKK
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March 16, 1945
UEMORANDUM FOR DROFESSOR MERITT:

I enclose = letter from Professor : )

; Coulburn and some correspondence to Cochrans
3 of Torento which I zhould be grateful if you A
would glance at from the point of viey of the : #2
School of Humanistic Studies. : ; .

Raubitschek has reald Cochrane's book
and is preparing & summary of it which i will
hand t¢ you as soon as I receive it.

Frank Aydelotte

]

Professor o, D. &eritt - ;
institute for Advanced Study

Pi:XK
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CROS S REFERENCE

Meritt, B. D. Esstman Proiessor
Pubiicity on Jenuary 19, 1945

OEE: Rhodes Scholsr file under Eastman Proiesscrship



Dear Bem: e L R
On behalf of the Trustees and Fac-
ulty of the xuumu. I send you warmest
X : thaats for your tmrous girt of eh:ls addi- ;

AR tional collection of books for the Imstitute Vi
pi 5 . = { \‘ ¥ i :
W k library. 1 only hope that other rs of i
=) Y 4 .y 5, 1

E'.--_:' PR . the raonlty may be moved to follow nur g f

. R 3
gl ‘  genmerous ezanple. )

L - _ T Yours siPe_er,oly,, I (l

o L e B R e i lo b | ; A
i ! 1) i - 1‘; .'-'.l.,‘

L

;;‘hl.' . | 3 ' | g '-I ol 2 I i

Professor B, D. HMeritt * . ’
Institute for Advanced Study | iy

FA:EK
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 26, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Following the gift of my professional
library to the Institute in February of 1942, I
have accumulated certain other books which, in
my opinion, the Institute ought to have, and I
beg now to give them to the Library. You will
find 2 11st of books on the attached sheet snd I
hope that you will be glad to have them,

Very sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

EDM:DD
Ene:
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B. D. Meritt
Gifte to Institute Library

in 1944

Cherniss, Harold; Aristotles Criticiem of Plato $5.00
Youtie, Herbert C.; Papyrl and ostraca from Karanis 4,00
Suelzer, Mary J.; Clausulae in Casslodorus .75

Ringwood, Irene C.; Agonistic features of local Greek
feativale .75
West and Johnson; Currency in Roman and Byzantine Egyot 3.00
Harsh, Philin W.; Handbook of classical drama 4,00
Papyrl from Tebtunis, ed. Edgerton 5.00
Pindarl Epinicila, ed. Alexander Turyn 5.00

Ferguson-Nock; The Attic Orgeones and The Cult of Heroes

(Harvard Theological Review) .75
Histories ed. by T. R. Mills (Thucydides) <75
Secretaries of the Athenian Boule .50
Hesperia for 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944 at $5.00 20.00

American Journal of Philology for 1941, 1942, 1943, ‘
1944 at $5.00 20.00

American Journal of Archaeology for 1941, 1942, 1843,
1944 at §£6.00 24,00
Classical Philology for 1942, 1943, 1944 at $4.00 12.00
Classical Weekly for 1942, 1943, 1944 at £2.00 6.00

Journal of Hellenie Studies, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944 at $5.00 20,00
Journal of Romsn Studies 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944 at $5.00 20.00

Total 8151.50
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: the Boaré of Trustees at its mestin Dec - S
18 e : fi:rth approved my recommendation tm you be sraam .
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Balliol College
Oxford
December 3 (1944)

Dear Meritt

I am most grateful to you for continuing to send me
offprints of your many articles. Hesperia has just arrived
to recall me to saner dgys and I have thoroughly enjoyed 1i$.
I remain increasingly in your 8ebt but I hope you will
realice that your lectures and discusslone in Oxford helped
me immensely and did improve my mental equipment and my
lectures and teaching. Quite honestly I needed your kind
of stimulus to get down to serious work on inscriptions,
and the spoken word i1s a most valuable supplement to your
bocks on which much of my lecturing 1s based.

My return has so far been an invisible export only,
but I have at last in page proof for the next number of the
J.H.8. a few pages (too ccmpressed) on Athenian inscriptions
in the fifties. If offprints in thesge days of paper short-
age can be obtained you should have a copy early in the New
Year. Otherwise I shall send a proof. It was unfortunately
impossible with my present commitments to tidy the poor thing
up satisfactorily. I know you will disagree (probably rightly)
N with some of my points, but I hope that you will find =
gleaning here and there.

We have all been put to strange usges in this war, I
find myself Chief Lsbour Officer in Home Timber Produc-
tion, fixing wages, examining drains, bullding up a Women's
Corps, allocating Italian prisoners. As war jobs go, it is
perhaps more constructive than most, certainly it 1s very
interesting. I have also been committed to an unoffiecial
full scale history of the job which 1s quite fascinating and
useful practiee. I am meeting all Thucydides' difficulties
with contemporary evidence.

However, if sll goes welland if there 1s to be a semi-
normal October term in 1945 I should escape not later than
July. I shall have with me a wife, two daughters, and a very
exclting five years plan for my own work. Incidentally I re-
turned to civilization to hear Adcock's paper on Thucydides 1,
and partnered Wade-Gery in his attack. Cne of my first objec-
tives as soon as Gomme's Thucydides is out is to write out my
owvn views on the strange silences in Book 1. I rather shudder
at the Berman theses that I shall have to read. Those that I
have read to date influence me very little indeed.

I hope that you flourish and that we shall meet again in
the not too distant future in Oxford or Athens. Thie is pri-
marily however to thank you very sincerely for your continuing
generosity.

A very good Christmas to you and a much better 1945,

Yours
Rugeell Meligps
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HENRY JAMES, Chairman
TIAA DEVEREUX C. JOSEPHS, President
\ L1 FREDERICK A. GOETZE, Vice-President
\ RAINARD B. ROBBINS, Vice-President and Secretary
WILMER A. JENKINS, Vice-President and Actuary

TEACHERS INSURANCE & ANNUITY JOHN W. AHERN, Treasurer

GEORGE E. JOHNSON, Attorney and Assistant Secretary

ASSOCIATION el O,

LEVI E. BOTTENS, Assistant Secretary
OF <AMERICA PARKER MONROE, Investment Officer and
Assistant Treasurer
522 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK 18, N. Y. EMIL HANKE, Field Secretary

REGINALD A. COOK, Investment Assistant
EUGENE F. RUSSELL, M.D., Medical Director

November 30, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Doctor Aydelotte:

Replying to your letter of November 27, you no doubt now
have my letter of November 24 which answered your question concerning
the annuity contract held by Professor von Neumsnn.

As to retirement annuity contract No. A4469 held by Pro-
fessor B. D. Meritt, the present monthly premium of $125 may be paid
through June 1, 1952 and then must be reduced to $16 a month starting

July 1, 1952 to provide just $655 a month, regular settlement, at

age 65.
Sincerely yours,
Associate Actuary
RILM:RJ

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD; $150,000,000 ASSETS
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p CRUObS REFERERNCE

FILE: 1IiS5, Von Neumsnn, Joan
SEE: IaS, Meritt, Benjemin D.

OUBJECT: Correspondence betwsen R. L. Muttocks of the
TIAA end Freak Aydelotte re annuities for
Prolessors von Neumenn sna Meritt, November 24, 1944
end November 27, 1944
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Vaterford, Conn,
23 August 1944

Dear Ben:

I enclose copy of & letter which I wrote you

1]

August 13th and sent to Magnetawan, I am afraid that you 1
left before it arrived and that it has not been forwarded, ‘ ?J

4
I should be grateful if you would let me know as soon as i
~

convenient about when we ought to pay this contribution
to Raubitschek'!s boock, I am most eager tc make it ,

possible for Forsyth to spend another year at the Institute,

provided th. other members of the Echool of Humanistic y

ftudies agree. Vhat is your own opinion? |
The war :I.s_ ending and I am eager that the Institute

should be at the head of the procession in returning to

peace Jjust as we were in golng to war,

Yours sincerely, A

Professor Benjamin D.Meritt
Institute for Advanced £ tudy :
Prmeeton’ H.Js




|

T

Prorenor Benjsmin D. Heritt

Institute for Advanced Study

Princeton, New Jersay

Dexr 3ens :
If you are -1111::; to serve, I should ' L

like you to be chumn of the canittn .

on Wood and with your approval I shall

appoint also Veblan and Alexander.

Tours imm »

- FRANK AWE.OTTE
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Professor Meritt has been chosen &s voluntary consultant
on Eestern Mediterranean &ffeirs for the Office of the Coordinetor
of Information, operating under Colonel Donoven. He is in charge
of & general control board set up in Princeton to study the politicel
movemsnts in Southeastern Europe and the repercussions of those move-
ments on minority groups of citizens from that part of the world who
are now in the United States. Professor Meritt is giving his
particular attention to the Greek phase of the guestion, and Professor
Penofsky is helping with the Italisn phase.

Professor Richard Stillwell, who is a reserve officer in

the artillery, is giving & course in gunnery at Princeton University.
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This material has to do with

Mr. Meritt's government work.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY CONFIDENTIAL:‘

October 15, 1943

Dr. Frank Aydelotte:
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

As you know, I resigned my position as Chief
of the Mediterranean Office of OFRRO on October 5th, and
returned to Princeton. It seems to me appropriate that
I should give you some account of my activity, or lack of
activity, during the time when I expected almost momentar-
ily to be on the way to Cairo.

About the middle of August Mr. Philip C.
Jessup, the Director of the Personnel Section of OFRRO,
called me on the telephone and said that Governor Lehman
had need of my services in an emergency capacity, in order
to establish as soon as possible an outpost in the Middle
East. I arranged a conference with Jessup, and then to-
gether we conferred with the Governor. It seemed possible
that I might accomplish the mission in about three months,
though Governor Lehman was inclined to believe that this
would be a minimum requirement in time. You will recall,
however, that with your consent I agreed to go and do the
work outlined, provided I would not have to stay away
beyond the end of this calendar year. I should like to
explain briefly the nature of my duties and prospects, as
I understood them at the time of these conferences in the
latter part of August.

Reports coming back to Washington from the
Middle East showed that the purposes and functions of
OFRRO were very poorly understood in that part of the
world, and that most of the organization for relief, in-
cluding even the American agencies, was being carried out
through the administrative direction of MERRA. It began
to look as if the British, who were to have military con-
trol in the Balkan area, would also find themselves in
complete control of relief operations, and that we should
be able to work only through them. It was to be my duty
to establish our own mission in Cairo; to make acquain-
tance with, and come to terms with the corresponding
British organizations; to rally the voluntary American
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CONFIDENTIAL

agencies around our office rather than around MERRA; and
then to persuade the Civil Affairs Administration of the
British Army to deal directly with OFRRO in matters of
American relief work, rather than intermediately through
MERRA. I talked the problems over very much in detail
with Jessup and with Governor Lehman, and I thought I
would have success in going to Cairo and undertaking this
task, I knew & good many of our own people in Cairo. I
knew some of the British, and I felt that I had a sympa-
thetic approach to their problems, as well as a good
understanding of our own interests in the matter. At any
rate, in the latter part of August I was looking forward to
the mission with some enthusiasm.

There followed a period of preparation, when
I received the necessary infloculations and went through
the formalities of obtaining a passport and collecting
equipment for ‘the journey. I was to travel by airplane,
and application for air transport was mede as soon as my
passport was issued. This was on September 1lé6th. I was
told that I might get away on September 20th, and on
September 18th I was called down to Washington and told
that I would have at least two hours notice before present-
ing myself for departure. This waiting on two-hour notice
lasted from September 18th to October 5th, and the final
reason for my resignation at that time was the discovery
that there was every prospect that the period of waiting
would continue at least for another two weeks. I will
mention this again later, but the loss of one month, out
of the available three, seemed to make the long Journey
hardly worth while. I might have undertzken it in any
event had I been equally sure of success, but there were
certain events which took place in Washington during the
period of waiting which made me doubt whether I could
successfully negotiate with our British friends. I wish
to refer briefly to the initial bureaucratic hierarchy
and to the subsequent reorganization.

About half way through the period of ingocu-
lations I discovered that my activities in the MiddTe Fast
were to be circumscribed to the extent that every decision
of importance would have to be referred to our new Minister
to that general part of the world, Mr. James Landis, I
made it a point to have an interview with Landis before he
left the United States. I was very favorably impressed
by him, and I thought he and I would have no difficulty in
getting on together. Inasmuch as he was to represent our
economic interests in the Middle East, it did seem to me
that the importance of my own mission was much less than I
had thought it at first, but, nevertheless, I planned to go

through with it.
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According to State Department procedure, I was to
report back regularly, having previously submitted my re-
ports to Landis for approval, using the time-honored
formula "Landis and Meritt for Lehman," and submitting the
reports through the regular channels of the State Depart-
ment. OFRRO, the Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilita-
tion Operations, was then part of the Department of State,
and Mr. Lehman was its active director. There had been a
good deal of bureaucratic dispute between the BEW (which
later was merged into the OEW, the Office of Economic War-
fare), the Lend-Lease and the Treasury, and OFRRO, though
it was recognized that the relief work, which was the
primary responsibility of OFRRO, was to be under the general
Jurisdiction of the Department of State. Governor Lehman
for a long time had been fighting an up-hill fight against
the other agencies, which resided in the Office for Emergency
Management and belonged to the executive family of the Presi-
dent. OFRRO was in the State Department, though the money
which maintained it came from the President's Emergency Fund.
The OFEC was a coordinating committee designed to reconcile
these bureaucratic differences and to maintain the authority
of the Department of State. This was the 0ffice of Foreign
Economic Coordination, set up under the chairmanship of the
Assistant Seeretary of State, Mr. Dean Acheson. The meetings
were held normally once a week, and included representatives
of Lend-Lease, OEW, Treasury, OFRRO, and the Army Services,
who came in through the Civil Affairs Administration of the
Army. This group was closely associated with the Military
Government Division in the Provost Marshal General's office,
though not identical with it. My old friend, Col. James
Shoemaker, sat in as the Army representative, and it was from
him that I learned most a2bout the affairs of the Committee.

In spite of the coordinzting committee the bureau-
cratic struggle continued, because the committee was not con-
tent merely to coordinate. It made plans also to operate,
and the conflict of jurisdiction between OFRRO, OEW, and Lend-
Lease continued. I was warned privately that I would find
the OEW man in Cairo reasonable, and that I would find the
Lend-Lease man very tempermental and somewhat domineering.

I was not particularly disturbed at this prospect, for it
seemed to me that the principal burden of conference with
these men in Cairo would fall on Landis. Landis, too, would
have to take over the diplomatic approach with the high-
ranking British officials, including Mr. Casey, who has the
additional prestige of being a member of the British War
Cabinet. This high diplomatic level included ATB, Adminis-
tration of Territories - Balkans, and the procurement work of
MESC, the Middle East Supply Center. I gathered that the
operations of these agencies were largely military and, of
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course, OFRRO was to be concerned primarily with relief
when the military got ready to turn things over. ATB,
furthermore, was almost exclusively British. We had a
Lieutenant Colonel, I believe, who sat in on its meetings

as an observer but who took no part in its debates. However,
I anticipated no great difficulty in Cairo because I was
confident that Landis and I would pursue & common policy,
and I felt sure of being able to talk convincingly to a
group of realistic Englishmen. It was only with the organ-
ization in Washington that I had any very serious doubts.

I was engaged to go to Cairo as a representative of
the State Department. ©So I took the oath of office on
September 6th, signed the register, and placed myself at
their disposal. I was assigned to foreign duty. When I
discussed the terms of my letter of appointment I asked that
a provision be inserted stating that my appointment would be
terminated at the end of this calendar year, and that I
would then be given passage back to the United States. The
Administrative Staff of OFRRO, with whom I discussed this,
claimed that such a procedure would be so revolutionary
from the point of view of the Department of State that it
would require most of the autumn to explain the reason for
it and that I could hardly expect to make the trip at all.

I agreed, therefore, to accept in lieu of this a personal
letter from Governor Lehman, stating that it was his under-
standing, as well as mine, that I should go out only for
three months, and that the Department of State would bring
me back at the end of the year. I wanted to be sure about
this, so I asked my friend John Erhardt, Chief of the Foreign
Personnel Division of the Department of State, whether 1

was on safe ground. Erhardt told me that the Comptroller
General was forbidden by law to authorize the expenditure

of any money for travel home of & foreign officer before a
lapse of two years. I could come home if I could find
passage, but I should have to pay my own way, and even if
the State Department palid it for me I would subsequently
receive a bill from the Comptroller General with the request
that I make a refund of the amount paid to the United States
Government. After some maneuvering we managed that I should
be taken off the foreign service list and assigned to domes-
tic duty in Washington. I could still perform my functions
as head of the mission in Cairo by being sent out on a
special trip with expenses paid out of Washington money,

and so it was arranged.

I was never really clear about the chaln of authority
as between Landis, the OFEC, the OFRRO and me. Certainly
OFEC controlled OFRRO, but I was to take my orders in the
field from Governor Lehman, who apparently would have cleared
them with OFEC. Landis, so far as I could tell, was not
responsible to OFEC for he was a minister plenipotentiary
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responsible to Mr. Hull by virtue of that fact, and respon-
sible to the President by virtue of his appointment. Landis
seemed to be a kind of spiral nebula, who could operate
with great vigor in the field and who had no very close
orgenic connection with the complex administrative set-up

in Washington.

Then came the reorganization of September 25th, the
full account of which was carried in the morning papers on
Sunday, September 26th. All the agencies represented in
OFEC, including OFEC itself, were coordinated in a new
board OFEA, the Office of Foreign Economic Administration.
This was to do away with bureaucratic disputes between OEW,
Lend-Lease and OFRRO. It was to abolish the operational
procedure of OFEC, and it was to avoid duplication of effort.
I must say that all three purposes seemed to me at the time
very worthy, and everyone spoke well of the new administrator,
Mr. Leo Crowley. At the time when I read of the reorganiza-
tion in the paper I was expecting at almost any hour to have
my orders to fly to Egypt. Governor Lehman had been taken
completely out of the picture. He was made Speclal Aide to
the President, in charge of developing plans for UNRRA,
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration.

My anxlety at golng so far from home under these
circumstances was very considerable. The man for whom I
came to Washington to do a specific job had been removed
from all direct contact with OFRRO. I discovered that by
the terms of ,the Ixecutive Order I was no longer a member
of the State Department but a public servant in the Executive
Office of the President. I had a new administrative superior,
Mr. Leo Crowley, whom I had never seen and who had never seen
me, and I had only a personal letter from Governor Lehman
saying that I could get back from Cairo at the end of the
year. At once I called Governor Lehman on the telephone and
told him I thought I ought to resign, pending Mr. Crowley's
confirmation of all our arrangements. This might mean
giving up my travel priority, and the Governor was very
unwilling to have me sacrifice this opportunity to reach
Cairo soon. He felt that he would need a first-hand account
from one of his own people in Cairo of what was going on in
the Middle Hast at the time when he was creating the UNRRA.
The first formal session of delegates to UNRRA had been
called for November 1llth., President Roosevelt was to make
a speech and all delegates were to sign the covenant. Then
they would retire, possibly to Hot Springs, and spend a month
or two perfecting their organization. It was freely stated
in the papers that Lehman would be the director of the new
UNRRA, and within his old group of OFRRO personnel in
Washington it was predicted that he would take OFRRO out of

OFEA and put as much of it as he wanted in as the U.S.A.
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contingent of UNRRA.

These were plans and promises, but ol course no
assurance could be given on paper as to precisely what would
happen. Leo Crowley seemed disposed to leave OFRRO very
much alone, but one could never tell and, of course, there
could be no guarantee that the Council of UNRRA would elect
Lehman its director. There was the further complication of
hostility from Congress that plans for UNRRA had been made
without consulting them, and the consequent uncertainty of
whether they would give UNRRA any money when the first
United States budget for that purpose should be proposed.

My Judgment at the time was that I ought not to go
to Cairo unless matters clarified themselves very rapidly,
but I agreed to carry on, largely because Governor Lehman
thought that I might be of some help to him. There was
still no indication of when I could leave. You will
remember, Dr. Aydelotte, that we agreed to put a time limit
on how long I should wait, and I set October 10th at the
outside, and so informed the personnel staff at OFRRO. On
October 4th I was summoned to the airport to be "processed."
Having filled out the necessary forms, which included my
name, my age and my place of birth and place of residence,
forms which have been filled out now by me in almost every
public building in Washington, I was told by the young lady
in charge that I might get off by October 18th, though the
Priorities Board and the Army Transport could not, of course,
guarantee this. On October 5th I reported these facts to
OFRRO and submitted my resignation.

Clearly, it would have been too late for me to
become familiar with the situation in Egypt in time to gilve
any satisfactory reports to Governor Lehman in time for his
UNRRA conferences. It seemed to me that the original reason
for my going to Cairo had been completely eliminated. I
was without any of the assurances given to me about time of
travel. It was taking more than & month, possibly even six
weeks, with the help of all the pressure we could get in
Washington, to get me away on the Jjourney east. I could
find no assurance that on January lst it would take any less
time to arrange the Journey home. I had come to Washington
with a certain enthusiasm for doing a Job for an administra-
tive superior for whom I had high admiration. I found that
my superior had been dismissed, that my Job had been changed,
and that without conference with the new executive I was
about to be put on an airplane for a Jjourney of six thousand
miles. The people who stayed behind in OFRRO could follow
developments from day to day and protect their interests.

I felt that it would be impossible for me to have the same
facility for protecting mine. The people at home urged upon
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me that with the new organization I would have an even
more important job in explaining everything to the British
and in getting from them the invitation we wished to take
our full share in relief work in the Balkans. It seemed
to me that until things settled down my position as a
bargaining agent was almost untenable.

I tried to envisage my arrival in Cairo, and to
think what I would do. I would report, of course, to the
American Legation, and after a proper interval ask our
Minister to Introduce me to the Director of MERRA, the
Middle East Refugee Relief Administration. The Director
of this Administration, Mr. Matthews, is a very forceful
man who has got the relief agencies in the Middle East
very well organized under a Special Committee of which he
is chairman. I would pay him my respects on the occasion
of our first interview, and tell him of the great interest
of the American people in the problems of relief in the
Middle East. I could even explain, with the permission of
our Minister in Calro, that our President and our Secretary
of State were on record as professing a very real interest
on the part of the United States in the political and
economic problems of that area. I could refer to the
presence of our new Minister, Mr. Landis, as evidence of
this national interest. But my own point of view would
be that of a relief administrator, and I could emphasize
to Mr. Matthews the long-standing philanthropic and human-
itarian interest of the United States, particularly in the
Balkans. I would tell him that I came as a representative
of OFRRO, to set up an OFRRO mission in Cairo so that we
could take our full share of the burdens of the problem
of relief; that we hoped the Civil Affairs Administration
of the British Army would be willing to allow us to come
in on an equal footing with MERRA in the organization and
carrying out of relief projects.

At this point Mr. Matthews would probably interrupt
to say that he was delighted, but had he not read in the
papers a short time ago that OFRRO had been dissolved ? I
would say, "Yes, 1t has been dissolved," but that Governor
Lehman was still very much interested and we planned to
carry on anyway. Mr. Matthews would again express interest
and say that he thought Governor Lehman had been removed as
Director of OFRRO and that he had no further administrative
connection with it. I would say that this was quite true,
that OFRRO was part of the new organization of OFEA, under
the direction of Mr. Crowley. Mr. Matthews would say to me
that he supposed I came then as a representative of Mr.
Crowley, not of Governor Lehman. I would say that adminis-
tratively that was true. He would ask what I thought of
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Mr. Crowley, and I would have to say that I had never met
him. He would ask what Mr. Crowley thoucht of me, and how
he happened to choose me to come out as head of his mission,
and I would have to say that Mr. Crowley had never seen me,
that he did not know me, and if I were honest about it I
would have to say that Mr. Crowley probably did not even
know that I was in Cairo. About this time Mr. Matthews
might politely suggest that I ought to go back to Washington
end find out Jjust what I did want to do before suggesting to
him that he disrupt an organization to which he had given
much time and thought, which had been long established, and
which had very close connection with the operational branches
of the British Army. I might counter, of course, by saying
that it did not matter much about Mr. Crowley because in
November we would have the UNRRA, which would be a very
powerful international organization, and that Mr. Lehman,
with whom I made my original arrangements, would be the
director of it. Mr. Matthews might say that he had heard of
UNRRA and had in fact read in the papers the charter, but
that he found no assurance anywhere that Mr. Lehman would be
the director. Could I give him that assurance ? I would be
compelled to say that unfortunately I could not.

Thinking over the possible course of such a conver-
sation with Mr. Matthews, and the very awkward and embarrass-
ing aspects of it, I could not help thinking how much more
difficult it would be to try to make my point with the British
Civil Affairs Administration, which already had close and
very satisfactory relations with Mr. Matthews. In short, there
seemed no proper course for me to follow but to express my re-
gret to friends in Washington that I could be of no further
service to them, and to resign.

Please let me express to you again, and to the
Trustees, my thanks for giving me leave to do what I could
in this one field of post-war planning. I am sorry, of course,
that it did not work out as we had anticipated, but I am glad
to be back at my work in the Institute.

Very sincersely yours,
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DEPARTMENT OF UTATE
Office of Forelgn Rellef and
Rehabilitation Operations

Waehington, D.C.
28
September 1, 1943

Deer Mr. Meritt:

In sccorédance with our conversatlon, I am writing
you thie letter to exprees my understanding that in
accepting en appointment as Chlef of the.Medlterranean
Office in the Offilce of Foreign Rellef and Reheblli-
tation Operations of the Department of State, you do
go suplect to the understanding that you willl not be
expected to remgin at your post or to continue in thies
work after the close of the calendar year. Allowlng
for the time necessary for inoculations and traveling,
ete., this would give you stout three months at your
pogt. At the explration of that time, you msy be gure
that we will do what we can to facilitate arrangements
for your return to thiles country.

While regretting your inabtility to accept an
indefinite apsignment with us,; I appreclate your
willingneae to accept this enprwency tavk during the
time avallable to you.

Sincerely youre,
(signed) Herbert H. Lehman

Herbert H. Lehman,
Director

Mr. Benjamin D. Meritt
Inetitute for Advenced Study

Frinceton, New Jersey



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1940-1947
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

ADDRESS COMMUNICATIONS TO THE TELEPHONE RECTOR 2-1700
DISTRICT INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

IN REPLY REFER TO NO.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE

THIRD NAVAL DISTRICT

50 CHURCH STREET
N\ NEW YORK, N. Y.

+3 1l July, 1943.

Doctor Frank Aydelotte,
Institute for Advanced S8tudy,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Doctor Aydelotte:

We wish to express our appreclilation
for the material that you and the members of
the Institute have so willingly turned over
to the Navy. We feel that this information is
of value and we appreciate the time and effort
that the various men have given in helping our
officers.

The generous offer made by your asso-
ciates that they willl continue in thelr efforts
has been noted and we are grateful for thile
offer.
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« . A May 25, 1943

Dear Mr, Hemelt:
1 have your inquiry of May 24th concerning

Professor B, D. Meritt of the Institute for Advanced

r—

Study. I can recommend Professor Meritt in the strongest

terms in respect to all the particulars about which you l;{:j

inquire.

_ Professor Maritt 4s a man of high ability

and is certainly one of the leading scholars in his field

in the entire world. He is, in addition, a man of fine

character, absolute integrity, and unquestioned loyalty

to the United States and to the war effort. He has taken

a leading part in such activities as Greek Relief and has

for nearly a year been doing important worlk for the 085S,

reading Greek newspapers and supervising the reading of

netsbapurs in other languaseé of theﬂssftern Mediterranean, y

His reputation,is the highest and I am sure that the . v e

Department of State will find him worthy of the fullest

trust and responsiyility.

Tours sinecerely,

PHANK AYDELOTTE, Director
¥r. G. V. Hemelt
Philteionany. Remsrertaulila
- e g ennsy.Lvar
FA/MCE H

A
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OFFICE OF SPECIAL AGENT
POST OFFICE BOX 401
PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

May 24 1943

My dear Sir:

Mr, B. D. Meritt, applicant for confidential
position with the Department of State, indicates
association with the Institute for Advanced Study and
has furnished your name as a reference,

The courtesy will be appreciated if you will
advise tegarding the employment of Mr. Meritt amd furnish
such informatiom which you have regarding him, Particular
comment would be appreciated as to his character,integrity,
loyalty and general reputetion.

A return envelop, requiring no postage, is en-

closed for your convenience,

Respectfully,
" o ’\-__ ] ¥ PPN, ~. L
G.V.Hemelt

SPECIAL AGENT.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director,
Institute for Advanced Study,

Princeton, New Jersey.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 8, 1943

{
- ° Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

-

The fusl oil situation this
morning continues to show the same
development. 570 gallone have been
consumed during the past week. This
leaves a modest margin Dbelow our

estimated 600 gallons.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 1, 1943

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

The o1l situation at the end of our third week
of experiment 1s as follows. We have an additional 1000
gallons of no. 5. During the week of January 25 to Feb-
rusry 1 we consumed approximately 540 gallons. The oil
on hand as of February 1 comes to approximately 8200
gallons, and for three weeks we have been using oil at
an average rate of 600 gallons a week.

With present economies we can continue at this
rate for twelve weeksgnd still have a reserve of 1000

gallons.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

TER INGJTUIEEOR ARGANGRD STUDY
PRINCETON, W.J.

NEW YORKodx ¥

January 25, 19u3

President Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

¥We were sneaking thie morning about the ouestion of heat
in Fuld Hell. I have just received from Wes the figures for
the consumntion of oil in the past week. We used 520 gallonms.
Last wesk we used 540 gzallons. So in a veriod of two weeks,
we have consumed a total of 1260 gallons.

This gives an anoroximate scale of 2600 or 2700 gellons
a month, indicating that at the present rate our oil sunply
will be exhausted toward the end of April.

Under thess circumstances it would seem to me desirable
not to increase the temperature of our rooms, but rather to
keen to the oresent schedule. ZEven if we obtain more oil
next month, it may be necessary to hold it for emergencies
as a reserve supply after Anril 21. At worst we may have to
reconsider our position as of Hareh 1, with a view to making

gome further reduction.
Very sincerely,ﬁ;urs,
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January 12, 1943

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

e had 2 meeting of the faculty yesterday
afternoon to discuss the problem of oil, Fortunately,
Wes had a new shipment of No. 4, which he mixed in
with the No. 5 already on hand. This gives us a total
of almest 9,000 gzallons and we believe it nossible to
get through the year with this amount provided we make
a few sacrifices,

The sacrifices that we plan zre to cut off
the heat Crom the large rooms in the two wings and from
the corridors and public rooms and unused of fices of
the main bullding. In this way & basic temperature of
45 degrees can be maintzined and rooms that are occupled
can be kept up to 62 degrees. We are operating on this

_schedule now and will make a check at the end of the
first and second weeks to make sure that we remain within
gsafe limits.

Everybody showed a2 fine spirit of cooperation
and willingness to saecrifice, and I think we were all
relieved that the situation was not so desperate as we
had feared it might be. An announcement will be made to
the memhers of the Institute and of the League this after-
noon. I want you to know particularly that Mr. Loveday .
seemed quite satisfied with this solution of our problem,

With best wisHes for warmer weather in
Florids and for your continued enjoyment, I am

Ever sincerely,

\

fevr | Mare A

Dr, Frank Avdelotte
Highland Park Florida Club
Lake Walss, Florida

BM /4CE
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Mr. Meritt:
For your information. Please

return for our files.

M. C. B,
4£2£414 0hA;; q:C‘JJL‘abt
Theew b fram ey wane ehe .

D .

- -
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December 15, 1942

Dear Poole:

. I am delighted to hear from Meritt that
it is probably going to be feasible to t¥ansfer his
work from Washington back to the Imstitute at
Princeton. I hasten to say to you that the Institute
will, of course, be glad to sanction the conduct of
this work in Professor Meritt's offices in Fuld Hall
without any expense to the 0.3.3., so far as concerns
rent, filing space, and incidantal facilities.

Profe=ssor Meritt will, however, need a
secretary and 1 am sorry to say that it would be
impossible for us in our budget to provids him with
a suitable persen. We shall have to ecall on the
0.8,5, to pay the salary of a secretary and to pay
for any supnlies and equipment which would fall out-
side of the normal Institufe budget. I trust there
will be no difficulty in defraying such expenses
through the current budget of the 0.5,.8.

"It will ve a great convenience to us to
have Professor Meritt back here and you may be sure
we shall be glad to erooperale with the 0.5.8. in
every feasible way to enable him to do his work
successfully from this center. I hope his being
here will involve occasional visits from you.

Vith kindest regards, 1 am

Yours sinecerely,

FRANE AYDELOTTE

Mr. DeWiit C. Poole

Pirsctor of Foreign Nationalities Branmch
Office of Strategic Seriices

25th and E Streets, N. W,

Washington, D. C.

FA/MCE
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 11, 1942

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have been making further arrangements
here in Washington for the transfer of my work to
Princeton., The administrative officers are glad to
know, of course, that there will be no expense to the
Office of Strategic Services for office space and
certain other facilities. I have pointed out to them,
however, that some supplies will be essential and
that I shall have to have a secretary to handle the
files and the correspondence. In looking over our
equipment last Monday, I found that for the time
being at least there Is enough filing space, and I
find that there is a typewriter which we can use to
good purpose without inconvenience to anyone at the

Institute.

I think it would be a move much appreciated
by the officers here if you will be good enough to
write a letter to Mr. DeWitt C. Poole, Director of
the Foreign Nationalities Branch, Office of Strategic
Services, 25th and E Streets, North West, Washington,
D. C.y to tell him that as Director of the Institute
you are glad to put suitable space in Fuld Hall
(namely my quarters in the West Wing) at my disposal
for carrying on my work with the Office of Strategic
Services, that you can supply filing space and a type-
writer and certain incidental facilities, but that you
will not be able to supply through the Institute the
services of a secretary or currently needed expendable

supplies.,

As soon as Mr. Poole has your letter, we will
take up the question of making definite arrangements for

my appointment.
Very sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 1, 1942

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have had in mind for some time to glve you a statement relat-
ing to the expenses of my life in Washington.

I recelve a gross total of $542.80 each month from the Govern-
ment. For the year 1242 I shall have received thus in eight and a
half months the sum of $4,513.80. This raises my income tax for 1942
from an estimated $3,147.00 to an estimated $4,953.75, being an
increace accrued in eight and a helf months of an average of $212.56
per month.

Consequently, I 1list the expenses per month of my sojourn in
Weshington as follows:

Increased income tax § 212.56
Rent 250.00
Family travel 25.00
Necessary entertainment in connec-

tion with officisl dutles 50.00
Duplication in upkeep 20.00
Personal exnenses in Washington 50.00
Cost of moving, divided to a monthly

ratio 25.00

Total monthly increase in expenses £ 632.50

I have put down what experience has shown to be the minimum
exvense, and there are no doubt other items which I have not thought
of that belong in this tabulation. I think it is 2 reasonable esti-
mate for me to sey my work in Washington costs me approximately
$100.00 more per month than I receive in additional pay from the
Government, and I wish to communicate this fact to you for your
information.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton
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September 11, 1942 "

Desr Mr. Meritts

I talked with Dr. Aydeloite over
the telephone luast evening and he asked me to
tell you thet bhe did nmot think there could
possibly be any objection to your renting your
house on the besis wihich you mentioned. He
paid thet the fect that two couples lived im
the house would not meke it & two-family house.
He saw no resson why you shouid not reat it im
thet way if you cen.

He csked me to say thst be wmas
terribly sorry to have missed you sgein and
thet he would look forward to seeing you ou

our opening day.

fith wermest good wishes to all
of the Meritts, I em

Yours sincerely,

MARIE C EICHELSER

Prof. Wenjemin D. Meritt
7101 Western Avenue
Wsshington, D. C.
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September 10, 1942

Dear Dr. Aydelottes

Mr. Meritt has been here for & few days.
He hes asked me to get your opinion on the follow-
ing metter: He is irying to reat his house here,
tat finds thst there is little demsnd for houses
the gize of his. Two or three of the reating
agencies have mentioned to him the possibility of
putting two Navy couples in it. MNr. Meritt /
wonders whether any questions or cbjectioms would '
be reised if he did this, in view of the clamse
in his agreement with the Institute that sll
bhouses in thet meighborhcod were to be one-family
Liouses. Mr. Heritl would be meking his finsmeial
arrengencnte with one men who would sssume
responsibility for the house, snd thuat men would
in turn make the necessary arrangements with the
second msn who came in on the reatel propositiom.
lir. Meritt felt, however, thet he should mot go
chead with such an &rrangement without {irst
knowing your opinion 28 toc whether any objectiom
could be raised to such en arrengement. He
would appreciste it if you would send me word om
this soon.

411 is well here. Things are very quiet

in our office.
¥ Yours sincerely,
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Miss Cutter showed me your letter of
September 1st end if I am here on ths 8th or 9th and
theres are enough of the humanistic group here I will try
to srrange a meeting. I am doubtful, however, om both
scores. I think & number of paoplg ere away end it is
just possible that I mey be able to squeeze out two wecks
holiday myself before term opeus. If I cam do it I think
I ought to, since I have lately felt a little weary.

I enclose a notice which is being seat to
members of the faculty and if you are zble to show wp here
on the 2lst we may be able to hold ouwr humsaists' meeting
then, or we might hold it in comnection with ome of our
monthly luncheons, which I hope you will be able to attemd.

Yours sineerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
1830 Plymouth Street
Washington, D. C.

FA/uCE



lashington,n .
Terribly sorry meeting Wednesday impossible
Shall try your next trip. '
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TeredS donr  eeleos
Lot uxﬁgravff( (7L/

A 1830 Plymouth Street
Washington, D. C.
august 7, 1942

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I shall be very glad to join in
a meeting of the Humanities Faculty and it is
very good of you to ask when next I have some
assurance of getting away from Washington.

My present plan is to come to
Princeton on Wednesday, August 12. Normally,
I should reach Princeton about one o'clock in
the afternoon and I could be at your disposal
at any time after that. 1If need be, I could
stay over into Thursday morning, but if we
do have our meeting on Wednesday, I shall
probably plan to return to Washington that
evening.

With best greetings and with
many thanks, I am

Sincerely yours,

oA

B. D. leritt

kot :~ 9  Aawe el
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3 August 1942

Dear Ben:
Many thanks for your lettar
 about Clement and Edson. When your
plans for return to Princeton are defimite,
. lease let me kmow. I think we ought
have a meeting of the Humanities
School to discuss some of these prohlems,
) " and it may be poszible to arrange it
| - while you are here.

Yours sincerely,
| I By FRANK AYDELOTTE
Professor L., D. Meritt

b 1830 Plymoutn Strest
r ¥ashington, D. C. .
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July 20, 1942

The Board of Trustees at their last mecting
heard with greet satisfaction of your gemerous gift of
your working library to the Institute and directed me to
express to you their most grateful themks for this asctiom,
whieh they velue as one mesns of imsuring the contimuity
of your work. I need not say how wholeheartedly I edd my

own personal thenks to those of the Trustees.

Iours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
Institute for Advanced

Princeton, New Jersey

FA/NCE
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February 3, 1942

Dear Ben:

I have your letter of Februery 2nd and on behalf
of the Institute wish to thank you most warmly for your
generous gift of your working library to the Imstitute. I am
sure the Trustees will share my appreciation when they are
informed of this gift, end we shall, oi course, carry out
your wishes es to insursmnce, cataloguing, and care of the
books, all of which is immemsely simplified by treating them
es & single,undivided collection.

With remewed appreciation of your gemerosity, I am

Yours sinecerely,

FRANK AYDELOTI'E; i

Professor Benjamin D, Meritt
~ Sechool of Humsmistic Studiss

Institute for Advenced Study

Princeton, New Jersey

FA/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 2, 19u2

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, H. J.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte!

Miss Miller has brought up with me the ouestion of
i nsurance on the books in my study. I should like to
have all the books which I use included in the generzal
policy written for the Institute, and in order to make
this verfectly feasible, I beg to say now that I wish
to give my own working library to the Institute.

Mrs. Broneer has made an evalustion of this library
to the amount of two thoussnd dollars ($2,000). It is so
intimetely a part of the library which has been purchased
for me that the two groups of books must be considered es
2 uvnit which should not be divided. Plesse zccept this
letter, therefore, azs my assurance that I do herewith
give my part of the collection to the Institute for
Advanced Study as part of its permanent possessions.

Very sincerely yours,

L]
W
——-_-____-
LY -

B. D. Meritt
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

January 18, 1942

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

We have now had the experience of one week with
our new schedule for the use of fuel oil. During the
past seven days we have used 640 gallons.

Inagmuch as this rate of consumption falls

within the range of 2500-2700 gallons that we determinéd

last week to be a safe maximum, it seems to me there 1s ]
no need at present to make any further change in our

heating plens.

Very sincerely yours,

(3w
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December 2, 1941

Dear Bemt
I am delighted with the arrangements which
you ere making for tomorrow and am extremely sorry that
I cannot myself be present. I have & meeting of the
Board of Directors of the American Friends Service Comuittee
in Philadelphis and could not possibly get back in time.
I hope you will give your cheirmen my good wishes snd say
how sorry I am to miss the opportunity of meeting them.

Yours sincerely,

. ERANK AYDELoTTE

Professor Bemjamin D. Meritt
Instituts for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

FA/HCE

-
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 28, 1941

Dezsr Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you for your letter explaining
about the use of the public rooms at the Institute
by the Committee to Defend America. I have worded
my invitation to the chairmen of New Jersey chapters
g0 that they will come to the Institute for discussion
only in my study, but so that they may later accept
tea as guests of the Institute in their several
capacities as private individuzls when our discussion
hes been finished.

Thank you very much for your gensrous
offer of Olden Manor. I believe there is too much
uncertainty about how many will come to make possible
any very precise planning in advance, and I would
rather not impose this uncertainty on you and Mrs.
Aydelotte. I feel guite sure we will manage satis-
factorily and have a very good meeting.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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November 26, 1941.

Dear Ben:

I have consulted the members of the Standing Committee
concerning your suggestion that the Common Room of the Imstitute
should be used for & meeting of the heeds of the New Jersey branches
of the Committee to Defend Americe by Aiding the Allies snd have dis-
cussed it also with such other members of the faculty as I could get
hold of yesterday and today. The matter seemed to me to have & good
deal of importance because, as I said to you, it bringé up the whole
question of the use of the Institute for meetings of propegandist
organizations.

Wbile all, or certainly most, of the members of the
feculty are thoroughly in sympathy with the purpose of the Committee -
to Defend America by Aiding the Allies, it is extremely likely that
our permission might be asked in the future for the use of the Common
Room for propegandist organizations concerning which faculty opinion
might be divided.

I find that the weight of tacnltonpinion, &8 I interpret
it, is that it would be unwise to use the public rooms of the Institute
for a meeting of what is distinctly a propagendist orgenization.
Members of the faculty feel furthermore that it is fortumate that the
question has come up in reletion to an orgamizstion with which we are

all in egreement, since this will meke refusal easier if we should have




enjamin D.-Profes€8rant Emeritus, Sehectof-HistBrcal Studies 1940-1947

evy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

-2 -

& request from a group of which most of us disapproved.

The Institute differs from & college or miversity in
that we have no undergraduste body to which we sre bound to present
both sides of controversiel issues. Instead our feculty end members
constitute s small group of pecple who are experts on & wide variety
of subjects. These men will have strong opinions om many eontroversizl
questions snd will and ghould individuslly occupy positions of leader-
ship snd influence wide sectioms of public opiniom. Just becsuse of
this fect the use of the public facilities of the Institute for a
propegandist purpose 18 likely to have more significsnce, =nd 1t is :
for this reeson all the more important thut we should z,void giving the |
publiec sny impression that the Institute &s & body is comuitted to
any perticular point of view on & controversial gquestiom.

This is my interpratation of the prevailing opinion in
the faculty, and for that reason I suggest thst it would be better
pot to hold your meeting next week ia the Goumom Room of the Institute,
but to =-renge to have it instead st your house or &t mny other com-
vanient place.

The whole questionis one whigh we should discuss im
principle =t our mext faculty meeting, but meanwhile I feel that we
heve no eholee but to defer to ths opinion of the faculty whieh I hsve
expressed. Mey I express again my satlsfaction that the question hes
come up ebout & movement with which we feel such complete sympathy
end sueh edmiration for your own public-spirited work.

Iours sincerely,

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt FRANK AYDELOTTE
Institute for Advenced Study :
Princeton, New Jersey

”
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September 4, 1941

Dear Ben:
I am sorry to hear this mews about .
your heart and hope that the diagnosis is
favorable, You were certainly wise to take
every precaution. Don't worry about Haus-
knecht. I will' take care of him, with the
aid of other people here, if he comes down
before you return.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Prof. Benjamin D, Heritt

Char ome Ty

North Broadway

Baltimore, Maryland ‘

FAz:MR
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
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June 5’ 19‘1

Memorandum for Professor Eerittis

Granville-Barker told me yesterday that A, B. Wace,
who 1is now at the Ameriecan School in Athens, would like to come
to the United States next year if he could find some suitable
post for leeturing or teachinges Do you know about him? 1Is he
a first-rate man? Have you any advice as to where he might look?

Granville-Darker was inclined to advise Wace to get in touch with
the University of Michigan.

The British are willing to have university men who
are not engaged in important war work come tc the United States
Just now because the universities are necessarily given up to war

work rather than scholarship. Should we urge them to try sowmething

for Wade-Gljery?
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April 23, 1941

Dear Beng

Thank you very much for your
admirable account of the work you are doing
at the Institute and its general significance
for classical studies, I kpew 2 great deal
of this in a vague and general way, but it
is an enormous advantage to me %o ﬁave it
in the precise and definite terms whieh you
Usees

Yours sineercly,

FRANK AYDFLOTTE

Prof. Benjamin D. Meritt
Fuld Hall —_—

Pringeton, ¥, J. -
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December 3, 1940

Dear Beng

Many thanks for the book. I have
had time only to leaf through it, but I find
thet it gives just the account of your work
shich I have long been wishing you would do.
I shall read it with the keemest jJ;torest.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Professor Benjamin D, Meritt
Fuld Hsll
Princeton, New Jersey

FA/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 15, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

From time to time I have seen Wes
working on doors and book shelves and doing
odd jobs about the Institute. I know that he
is sometimes hampered by a lack of proper tools
and I question whether the Institute ought not
to invest a small sum in getting such things
as a set of chisels, and a fine tooth saw, and
one or two other items which I daresay Wes would
name.

This idea occurred to me when I saw
Wes working in Miss Goldman's office on Saturday
afternoon and I decided to send you a memorandum
on the chance that you might think it worth
some consideration by the Standing Committee.

Sincerely yours,

/3“,,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 15, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

You will recall that I made
application to the American Philosophical
Society for a sum of money to be used in the
chemical treatment of my collection of squeezes.
The Society has approved my application and has
voted a grant of $500.

As you suggested last spring I asked
that the payments be made to the Institute and
Dr. Conklin informs me that the payments will
be made quarterly beginning January first.

Very sincerely yours,

ﬂiﬁ;&&ﬁ___

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton
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August 7, 1940

Dear Ben:

Hsartiest congratulations! I am delighied st this
well-deserved honor which hus ceme to you, sud particulaerly
pleused with the gracious way in which it wes -announced. I
return Tod's letter herewith, but have taken the liberty eof
waking a copy of it, whieh, with your permission, I should like
to show to Dr. Flexner and Mr, Bamberger. -

I was delichied to ses slso the eliq.i.nf irom the
Harvard University Press, sunouncing Splaraphics Attdca, and
to have the photostat coples of the reviews of The Athenisn
Iributs Lists, for which I do not think I have ever semt you
my thenks. This material is extrerely useful to me in talking
to people sbout the Imstitute, end your ears probably burm whea
I am talking sbout your work,

You will be zl=d to knew that the egomnomic and
finmem section of the League of Nations is about to leave
Geneva for Princeton. We hope soon for similar news concerming
ths sections on health and opium contirol, snd Artimr Sweetser
ef the Secrstariat is consldering very serlously ths purghase
of a house on Hewlin Road. These grooups from the League will
make extremely able and interesting addition to the personal and
sc'mla.rly repourcss of Princston., The economics section will
be of greatest importance to the Institute, end Stewart end
Riefler hope to squeesze &z many of the economics group as

\ possible into Fuld Hall.

I saw liiss Cutter s day or iwo ago, and she reports
that you are having a very good sumser in Magnetawsan.

With kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,
FRANK AYDELOTIS, Director
Professor Benjamin D, Heritt
Magnetawan,via Burks Falls
Ontario, Canads

FA/MCE
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PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES
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PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

PRINCETON, N. J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

July 24, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

I am delichted to have your letter of July 12 and to kmow that
the status of Professor Broneer and of Mrs. Broncer has been
settled for the coming year., I am glad too that you are willing
to let Wes try his hand at making the case for squeezes in my
laborzatory.

There has been a temporary disappointment about Robert Wade-Gery.
He had the bad luck to contract measles in Oxford and was not zble
to come with the group which landed last week in lMontreal and which
was met by your son Bill and Mr, Nascn. I am carrying on in the
expectation that Robert may come over to Canada this summer quite
on his owmn., If he does this, I have made all arrangements to meet
him and I have the necessary documents so that I can secure him a
visa in very short order, Under these circumstances Betty and I
would bring Robert to Princeton with us when we come down early in
Sep‘bember.

Your letter gives me great hope that Wade-Gery himself may come
over. I can hardly tell you the pleasure and satisfaction that it
would give to me personally in the pursuit of my studies to be able
now with Wade-Gery to finish the secund volume of the Tribute Lists.
Before he can get leave from New College and a visitor's visa to
the United States I believe he should have a definite offer from you
to become a member of the Institute so that he may show it to the
consul in Londom. Probably he can bring no money with him but I
have no doubt he could manage passage. If we do not object to his
giving a lecture or two during the year I think he might manage
his stay, with some ec.nomies, on £5,000. I recommend very strongly
that you send him a cablegram, if you feel that you can do so, offer-
ing him membership in the Institute with this sipend for the coming
yw.

I do not know the extent of Wade-Gery's participation in Home
Defense. If he is not needed in England, it would be splendid for
him and his family to be with us in Princeton. If he feels that he
is useful at home I have no doubt that he will stay and do his duty
as he sees it, but I should like in any case to give him the chance
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to come over so that we may finish our job. I shall not write to
Wade-Gery myself until I hear aga:n from you, I may be wrong about
it but I have a feeling that the offer to him and the invitation
should be signed by you as Director, znd I believe too that it
weuld have greater weight with Wade-Gery.

In spite of the war and sume rather serious concentration on
the manifold diversions of a vacation, I have succeeded in getting
some things dune here that I wanted to finish before the end of
summer. I have read proof on my Epigraphica Attica and made &
ccmplete revision of the mamuscript of the bock which Pritchett
and I will publish this fall. Miss Cutter's presence during the
past week has eased the burden tremendously and I am more than
ever glad that we could arrange to have her here even for two
weaks.

With best greetings I am,

Sincerely yours,

Re—

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princetun, New Jersey
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July 19, 1940
Dear Bens

lany thanks for your two letters of July 1 and July 16. I appreciate
very warnly your willingmess to let Wes try his hand at the alterations in your
laboratory, amltlmthisiafdrandaw the best plan., I am sure that if
we do more of these things for ourselves we ghall be able to save a considerable
sum of mohey.

I have already sent aoni to Professor Broneer that there is nmo qnestm
abott his being 4 mitted mert yeur as o asmber of the Institute, and if you nepd
Urs. Bromeer for ths library work we cught by sll mesns to do thad. Professor
Broneer has already told us that his wife would be ready te do thal ssrvice se
you may slready consider that matter zs settled,

' I hope everything goes well with Hobert Mede-Gery. If he is in the
party which reached dontreel todsy, I think that all arrongements will L com=
pleted for 2 corporzte affidavit for their admission to the United Statas, I
shall know more sbout this in a few daye' time since my son, Bill, and sy suceceasor,;
Jolm Nason, are in Hontresl at this moment meeting the party.

I share your concern about liade-Gery himself, and if thers are any
posecibiiities of getting him and his wife to come to Prineetan, I ghell make
every concelvable effort to finsnes him.  Don't mention the sum of §6,000
sinee it might not be possible for us to provide that smount, but if you went
toenblehinmmmofnommonwhiehhecouldlinglahal..baglsd
to stand behind it,

Hithe kindest regards, I am

Yours sineercly,
i
Professor Benjamin D, Heritt : FRANK AYDELOTTE
Hagmetawan
via Durs Palls SR
Oﬂtﬂm. omd&

FA:ESB

« el
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COPY

Oriel College
Oxford

16th July, 1940

My dear Meritt:

May I welcome you wholeheartedly and delightedly
into the Fellowship of the British Academy? Few things have
ever given me - indeed, I can imzgine but few things which
could give me - greater pleasure than this recognition of your
character and of your eminence in the field of scholarship.

I rejoice too at the forging of this further link in the strong
chain of sympathy and co-operation which unites the studies
and the students of our two lands.

I trust that all goes well with you znd yours,
though you too, I doubt not, have your shsre in the sorrow and
distress which weighs upon the world in these days and not
slone upon the nations which are avowedly belligerent. This
interruption of contact and communication, though not of
friendship and affection, with continental scholars is hard %o
bear: I should love to have & handshake with Klaffenbach, and
my heart is sore at the thought of Hondius, left without the
support and sympathy of his wife to confront the present situa-
tion and the future prospects of his country. But the night,
though long and dark, will not be endless; in the mercy of God
the dewn must break - somehow, sometime.

With affectionate greetings to you both, in which
my wife joins me, I am

Ever yours,

(Signed) Marcus N. Tod
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

July 16, 1940

Dear Aydelotts,

Miss Cutter has brought me your memorandum of July 11
about the expense of alteraticns in my laboratory. I think
the best thing to do, so far as my gﬁ;t of the general program
is concerned, is to postpone any further study of the problem
until sutum.

Wes Dauncey is a very coupetent cabinet maker and I
have in mind now that my case for squeezes could be mamufactured
by him as well as by a Princetun carpenter., The expense of it,

if menaged in this way, would be merely the cost of materials,

Very s .ncerely yours,

[Ben

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton, N. J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

July 16, 1240
Dear lirs. Bailey,

I should have answered long ago your letter of July S and
now that Miss Cutter is here I have nc excuse whatever for putting
it off any lomger. I want t. thank you for taking care of the
tax bill on the house.

I have just sent a note to Dr. Aydelotte suggesting that the
carpentry for the squeeze file might be left to Wes in the autumn
That would save scme money and I feel sure that Wes could do it
well., I am glad that you reminded me about the procecure for
getting Broneer admitted next year as a member of the Institute.

I do very much want tc have him with us and I hope that we can find
him cunvenient space in which towork. I have talked informally
with Broneer about this matter of a room. He understands that it
would be only by great good luck that the same room would be again
at his disposal and I have told him that nc decision can be made
until we get down to business in the fall. Will you please,
therefore, enter my application to the Director that Professor
Broneer be made a member of the Institute for the year 1940/41,

I have high hope that Mrs. Broneer will be willing tu continue
her work in the library of the Humanistic Schocl. There is indeed
much work to do and I have been thoroughly satisfied with the way
she has carried on this last spring.

Your affidavit arrived in good time yesterday and I am much
indebted to you for sending it. I shall probebly have to present
this and & similar document that I have from the bank when I try
to get Robert's permission to enter the United States. 1 have just
received a telegram that he may reach Torconto Friday so the papers
have come tou me in good time.

We were delighted withthe photogra hs which you sent. I wish
we had scme here to show you a glimpse of the lake but I have taken
no pictures at all this summer., It locks very much as it always
does except that we do miss you z:.d the Flexners next door very
much indeed. Betty joins me in warmest regards to you.

Very sincerely yours,

R
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July 12, 1940

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: .

This is to certiiy that
Dr, Benjemin D, Heritt holds @ permanent
pfulfossorshiy in the Institute for Advanced
Study, located at Princeton, Res Jerssy, at
« salary of rirm tiousand Poilers (£15,000.00)

£ yJeal,

=EIHER S ey

Secrctary

Eubgerived and sworn to before me
this 12th day of July, 1940

Botary Public of the
State of Rew Jeraey
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July 5, 1940

Dear Beni

I x:ecei‘wad your letter of June 27 and immediately sent to
‘the Treagurer your ftax bill for attention.

How wonderful of you to take Hobert Wade-Bery into your householdl
#nd now comes your letter to Dr, Aydelotte about ir, #Wade-Gsry, which I shall
bring to Dr. Avdelotte's attention when he roturns to Princeton nert weel.

It was nice to hear from you and to have word about the lake.
A year ago todsy I was driving towards Mametawnn, and it seems but yestorday
even though so nany dreadfl things have happened n this one year. Please
-say "Hello" to all wmy friends and to uy fovorite haunts and don't forget a nice
pat for Bingo from me. 3

We had one telegrem that dr, and drs. Flexner had arrived sefely
and 1 have good news of Jean end Tieamor. I can imagine that thay are ell
thinking longinily of Ingkside.

_ Row I must get down to Instituts business. Professor Bronesr spoke
to me the other day about renewing his meumbership in the Institute for next year.
He doss not require any mongy but he would be happy if he could have gome space .
in your wing, realizing that Professor Panofsiy's room would probebly not be.
available. I told Professor Broncer that the mormal procedure would be for you
to make application for him which would be considercd by the professors and the
Director.  Upon reporting *he conversation to Dr. Aydelotte he told me to ssy

to Professor Broneer that he would be very welcome in the Institute for next year.

Professor Sroneer is naturally delighted, but I think you will wish to regularize
his application for renswel of membership in the School of Humanistic Studies.

*
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I agked Profsssor Bronser if Mrs, Bron-er would be willing to '

help out in the library if the School of Humanistic Studies needed her, and 8

he said that she would certainly be very bhapjy to do so. I remembered that 5.
you had once sald to me that there was still much work for her %o do. |

One m afternoon iliss Pichelger and I had iced tea at 99 Battlo Road,
and 1 am sending you two pictures taken among the iris blooms and three ;that 1
snapshots that you and Flizabeth may be glad to have.

‘ it is stlll lovely in Princeton, snd the only thing to bofher ué is
what is happening in Eangland and Zurope, ~n: indeed onelcen't think of anything
else, but one would go mad to dwsli on it and thus play Hitler's game, o I for
one am working over twelve liours & dsy =n' trying to be constructive in whatever
wey 1 can in these dark times.

There are few departures from the Institute as yet. Tour wing is
fi lad with energetic workers alno, und‘I had the placsgure of haying ten with
them yesterday afternoon,

#ith kindest refgards to you and Tlizabeth,

{ Sincer=ly,
3 > \ ESTHER S. BAILEY
. lro Benjm D. hrj.tt
Hametswnan

via Burks Falls
Ontario, Canada

ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 25, 1940

Dear Aydelotte,

I send you here the copy which I
promised of the review of The Athenian
Tribute Lists. Itcomes from the journal
Antiquity for 1940 and was written by
Professor A. M. Woodward who was for years
director of the British School of Archaeo-
logy in Athens and is now professor of
archaeology at the University of Sheffield.
I think one might gather from his last
paragraph that he considers it fortunate
that our foundations in this country are
willing to give facilities that make such
a publication nossible.

Sincerely yours,

1Bewn

B. D. leritt

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hzll
Princeton
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Pebruary 9, 1940
Dear Professor Meriti:

Dr. Aydel.otta has asited me to tell you
that a dark room has becn. laid out thoroughly with
plumbing connectioﬁs under your office in the
basement., It is a2 room sufficintly large to
take care of all the work of the Insgtitute, and
especially theat of Profassor Panofsky.

| Sincercly yours,
ESTHER 8, SARLEX
Profeseor B. D, Heritt '
Puld Hall
ESB
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Jenusry 27, 1940

Dear Meritts

I am delighted to have the opportunity of looking
over your article and Pritchett's in Hesperia., The deficiencies
in my Greek prevent me froa following your article in destail,
but the two articles give a vivid ides of the interesting
and diificult nature of the problems with which you are dealing.
It i4s a fascinating study, and T congratulate you on the
imnense amount of meterial you have snd the success with which
you sre hemdling it.

I am placing this number of Hesperis in my fremt
ofiice es & kind of Exhibit A of the working you are doing.

fours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

FA/uCE
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