
Dear Professor Earle:

Dr. Aydelotte would appreciate it if
you would glance over this material and let
him know if you have any suggestions or
recommendations. He assumes there is no
possibility of our having anything for Dr.
Beck, but he wants to make sure.

Marie C. Eichelser
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Dr. aXimiliRn Beck.
825 lest 187 Jt
he York,I.Y.

Dr.Frank Aydelotte
Institut~ for Advanced Stud
princeton, I.e Jersey

Dear JJr.Aydelotte:

Februp.ry 21,1940

Throuoh a misunderstandino on my art I rote you
on Februar 5, a sing that .Jr. Jtephen ~uggpn of
t he Institute of International ~ducation had alr~F.

d sent 'ou • letter of recou....",ldatioll.

'loday, 110' ever, .l received this letter of introduction
to ou lThich .Jr. JJugsan rote. orne da 5 ;0. I t! ke
the liberty of askin~ Jou -het ler a."d hen I mi ;ht
come ~o see you anu oivc you the letter personal~ •

0incerely yours,
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r. aximili"n
825 cst 1 1tl

e YOT." , .Y.

ec
treet

ebr r. 2 ,194

r. ren Ay elotte
1n3ti tute or dv me u u

prin ton, lew Jerse

~nelosed ! sen ing .o~ to a: he 1 t, r of
i trod ction of r. JUo en.

Tea ar nnted to t-l over it1 .ou ~s tis:
~ e t.o Co ittees - t e ~ er enc Co itt e in Aid
of is)l ced oreion e o~ rs n t ~ oerl en er
rust - e i1 in to finance or in is eou.tr

i' sn c ic i tit tion 0 it er t ,e e 1n
its staff or onsar researc. 1 out ined " 0
or s hie 1 re nti t_ed " 1110so LLCal i i is... - its

Overco in b. eesta ~ishir~ the .Ie ist1c ° ee It of
ecooTli tion" u ".4 arJ of To orro" hic.l 1 send ou

enc ose it I this letter.

1 t e the li';)ert 0 'sld.n you het .er ou uld
[a,or y researc roject m '.lropose it to .our in titute.

r, in ea~e that Qhou d ot be 0 i le, cou~ .ou
reeo._end e to the • i_oso~ale-l De Frt ent of Princeton
University?

vo e ee"s 0 1 sent • ~ y p era an let ers of re
co ~endation of ro essors li~o~a • rt ann er~in),

~rnst von Aster (1st bull, Tieouor Litt(~ei z~o),

Aluert e' eitzer( arene) And Tho s n rr1 ceton).
I . 0 n in t lis eountr to r ressors li1eb r, or ce

• - rie s, ..ar art • ve.me_der and r z oas 0 Co_ i
Universi t., • ell Yor~, c•• on, ort1- er A er and :.Jen .....1n
of Clic 00 University, 0 ~. rio,t ar.o ° ton U iversity,
••ocld.no o~ • arvar IiverS1 t ena lane. rd of art ore
Co leoe.

I ou d e
to .ou.

to eet 01 len ver it i t be conve i.nt

uincerel. ourc-. ,
/I~
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INSTIT TE of INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
1ncorporaJed

TWO WEST FORTY·FIFTH STREET • NEW YORK CITY

VANDIiUU.T H924 CuLl AJJcuss "lNTD.ED"

'OUIGN O,FICM

BERLIN: Oaltse:bcr Abdemi.scher Awtaurl·
dienst E. V., Kronprinun-Ufe-f 13. N.W. 40
Ametih-lnstitut. Uoiftnitit·Stru5e 8

BUENOS AIRES: lnstituto Cultural Ar:gentino
Nortnmericaoo, MajpU. 686

FLORENCE: IWo-Amctiao lnstitllte
V.. TorD&buooi 9

GENEVA: Institut J. ,. Rowsou
P&1.is WilJOD

LONDON: ~ian University UDion
1 Gordon Square:, W.C.I.

MADRID: JUDla pus AmpLi.a.ci6a. de Estud.iot
Duque de MediDaceli ..

STEPHEN DUGGAN, Ph.D., U.D., Litt.D.
DlaI!CTOa

EDGAR J. PJSHER. Ph.D.
ASSISTANT Dl1ECTOI.

FOUIGN OFFICES

PARIS: American UcU\"ef1itJ Union
175 8oul",ud St. Guma.io

PRAGUE: The Amt.rican Institute
Na Pofi~l 12

RIO DE JANE.IRO: Instituto Bn.sil-E.sudOI
Unid"os, Annid. Rio Branco, 91

ROME: Auociu.iooe Julo-Amaicuu.
Corso Umbmo I, 271

V1EJ"o,.'NA: Verei.o.iaunl: Ca.rl Schutt E.V.
I. Opunpsse .c

WRJOi: Professor Arthur Robn. President
Swiss School Couocil
~&.siJcbe Techniscbe Hochschule

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FIANIC AYDI!LOTn • L H. B.UlC.E.LA..'m • WruLUl W. BUHOP S.....un P. UP.!.N • J. McKD.... C.UTIU J01I1PH P. CRAW:!Iu..LAtN STEPKL"'f DuG6o&.l't
JOHN FOSTU Duua l.rvmGSTON p~ VUG!StA GlLDnsurva WA1.TU A. JESSUP ALVIN JOHNSON • THOWAS W. L\wo~-r PAUL MONaoI

JOHN BASSITT Moou • H£~..y MoaGaN'TlL\U • EmvAaD R. Muuaw Aamua W. PAcx..uo HJ;!'....y S. PuTCHnT • l.n.ANo R.u R08lNSON
WILUAW P. RUSSBLL • hLuY E. WOOLUn"

February 13, 1940

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

This letter will introduce Dr. ~aximilian Beck, a German

philosopher who has been a grantee of the er"ency Committee in

\

Aid of Displaced Foreign Scholars during the past year at the In-

ternational Institute of Social Research.

He is known to such authorities as Professor Paul Tillich

of Union Theological Seminary and Professor l.!ortimer J. Adler of

the Law School of the University of Chicago, while the Interna-

t ional Inst! tute of Social Research vouches for his "high reputa-

tion and high scholarly standing.-

Sincerely yours,

Dire~-"'---
SD:OD
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THE lNS'ITIVrE FOR AnVA,'lCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

. &rch lB, 1940

Dear ~r. Aydelotte:

I do not see 6.lly ..ay in ..hich the

Institute could utilize the services of a mdD

l1y P,..~c~s".., JCOO"
lile Dr. Beck. I am also inforJle""that there

is no opportunity for him at Princeton.

Edward Mead Earle
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Ilarch 7, 9 0

De r Dr. Bec"-I

I ye your co un! t1 Itterfro

Dr. an and Mye now an opportunity to ov r

posslb e openings re ~uth 1~h embers of t saulty 0

the Inst1tute a th one pro.es or t Princeton Un1ver~lt •

I Y ry C r ret to R y tha.t th_re eemll no 0 at

Princeton suited to your neea •

I .. r turning your pApers in Ctl~e you y need

t 18ft re, t k eping your n e

LIld I shall 1 t u lene hould I he of an;:,'"th1ng the

luture eit r re or ls here.

Yours einc ely.

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr.
8_5
N

CE
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.aximilian Beck
255 ihitney Avenue
New haven,conn.

ay 25, 1941

Professor Frank AYdelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
princeton, New Jersey

Dear professor AYdelotte:

I have spent this year as Honorary ~ellow

at Yale University and am now looking for an opportunity
to teach at an American University. nen I wrote you last
year you promised to let me know should there be any possi
bilities either in Princeton or elsewhere. I know that the
eneral situation has not improved, but I cannot give up the

hope that there might be an op~ortunity at an American insti
tution for a philosopher who likes the American distrust of all
that contradicts the natural conviction of the common man and
whose studies h~ve been devoted to the reestablishing of a sn .
ideological basis, capable of resisting the destructive tenden~
cies of totalitarianism.

ThiS week I gave a lecture on Spengler in the
Yale Philosophy Club; it was entitled" ust our civilisation
decay, as Spengler predicted?" There might, perhaps, be an
0p?Qrtunity to repeat the lecture else here.

Here at Yale I attended the seminars of pro
fessors Charles w.Hendel, ilbur • urban, and F.0.Horthrup, de
partment of philosophy, and Professor Roland Bainton, D1vinity
School. They would be glad to give references on me.

Sincerely yours,

~ ~I

Yaximilian Beck.
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Name: Maximilian Beck

Date and Place of Birth: 2/14/1887, Pilsen, Czechoslovakia.
CitizenshiD - Naturalized American.
Marital Status: Wife living; one son.

Academic training: Graduate studies at the University of Munich,
Germany. Ph.D., University of Munich, 1915. Research Fellow, Yale
University, 1941-1944. Travel: Active participation in Paris, 1937,
on IXe Congr~s International de Philosophie, International Congress
of Aesthetics, and International Congress of Population.

Teaching experience: Masaryk Volkshochschule, Prague, Czechoslovakia,
1934-35, philosophy. Yale University, 1940-41, special series of
lectures on "A Defense of the Common Man" with individual titles as
follows: The Responsibility of Philosophy Today; The Spiritual Crisis
in Economic Life; A Defense of the Ideals of the Common Man; The
Power of Reason vs. the Power of Facts. Series of lectures, philoIDphy,
Vassar College, Smith College, 1941-42. Single lectures at Union
Theological Seminary and Columbia University, 1942. Wilson College
Guest Scholar, 1943-44; Assistant Professor of Philosophy, 1944-45.

Membership in learned and professional societies: Psychologische
Vereinigung, Munich, 1910-1920. Cercle Philosophique de Prague,
1934-38, charter member. International Phenomenological Society,
charter member. American Society for Aesthetics, active member.
Lmerican Society for the Advancement of Education, active member.
American Philosophical Association, proposed for active membership
and approved by Executive Committee; ratification to take place at
business meeting whic~ was postponed on account of the war.

Publications: Ph.D. thesis, 1916, on Logical Implications. Wesen
und wert, 2 volumes, 1925, Berlin. Psychologie, 1938, Leiden, Holland.
Philosophie und Politik, 1938, Zurich, Switzerland. Philosophische
Hefte, editor, 1928-1936, Berlin and Prague. And numerous articles
in German, French, British, Czech, American and Spanish journals and
magazines. Psychologie forthcoming in Spanish translation under the
supervision of Professor Francesco Romero of the University of Buenos
Aires. Review of Helmut Kuhn's Freedom Forgotten and Remembered,
published in Review of Religion, April, 1944. "Philosophical Problems
Implied in the Present World Crisis", published in Approache~ to World
Peace by Harper and Brothers, 1944. Review of Laurence Stapleton's
Justice and World Society, published in October, 1944, in Christianity
and Society. "Existentialism", published in Philosophy and Phenomen
ological Research, 1944. "Are Value Judgments Unscientific?", published
in The Philosophical Review, 1945. "Science and Education", published
in The Modern Schoolman, 1945.

Church Affiliation: Church of Christ, Yale University, New Haven, Conn
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The American Philosophical Association

Commission on the Function of Philosophy in Liberal Education

Office of the Secretary
327 Hall of Graduate Studies
Yale University
New Haven, Connecticut

Dear President Havens:

March 25, 1945

Dr. Maximilian Beck came to Yale just prior to my.
assuming the chairmanship of Philosophy and he had the title of
Visiting Fellow in Philosophy. His ovm fields of study are the theory
of value, metuphysics, ethics, philosophy of religion, and philosoph
ical anthropology. There was no room for Dr. Beck to take over any
teaching in these fields, though I associated him with myself,
unofficially, in several courses, notably in some joint graduate
seDinars to which he made great and significant contributions.

In this country, if I may speak unofficially to
you, there is an orthodoxy in philosophy in spite of all the claims
to free inquiry. It is a position that no position remains long
enough to be taught as a doctrine, and that to argue in philosophy
for a conviction (even if it is reached by the most careful reflection
and philosophic method) is to be not a philosopher but a preacher
or social reforner, etc. A great deal of what passes for the theory
of value in this country misses the whole point of the idea of "good '(
or "right" in philosophy, that is, in the great tradition of philosophy.
It is the thought of this tradition that is still permeating our
literature <lnd forming purt of the education of the modern mind,
because it is great thought. But today we are still mixed up in our
universities and colleges over the meaning of value, and, consequently,
over the meaning of morality, religion, civilized life, etc. In this
confusion Dr. Beck sees clearly the point of attack. He comes out
for "objective values" in aesthetics, ethics, and the philosophy of
religion. He has a realistic, not a "subjectivist", conception of
knowledge and of what knowledge is of. He has a clear-sighted, con
structive philosophy of life and existence. These are the things I
valued in my association vdth him. He is as free and courageous a
thirucer as any of my colleagues, and really more courageous, for he
is stemming a tide that is still very strong.

Curiously enough my attention was first attracted
to him by something not theoretical at all, an essay on Walt Whitman
which has genuine insight and originality. In working ltith him to
perfect his English expression I became aware of the wonderfully
wholesome and dovmright philosophy of Dr. Beck himself, and that is
why I eventually had him appointed a Research Fellow to stay on two
years after the conclusion of his other fellowship. All this time
he was developing his powers of using English. He ~.rote numerous
snall articles which were published and a book which is still in
need of some shaping up before it can be pUblished.
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The place for Dr. Beck is in some institution
of learning where the dice are not loaded against him from the
start (philosophically) so that he will not need to struggle lrith
unbelieving colleagues but can devote himself to the philosopher's
true art, which is to sit down with young men and women and discuss
those ultimate questions of life and existence on which they are
thinking and trying to gain some light. He deals with essential
matters. He believes in "the COLIIJIOn man". He believes in something
real and significant in the world, and he believes in God. I canlt
write such things to a professor of philosophy these days without
making most of them s~ile. I would add, he believes in American
principles, and he knows \mat they mean, in the light of a European
experience and by the hp.lp of the poetry of Villi t1l1an, which was a
boyhood love of his in Czechoslovakia. Here is a man who has
something to teach. My students used to go to talk with him in his
apartments - t~ey found something they wanted.

Through my experience with the Commission on the
Function of Philosophy in Liberal Education I lQ10W how many
presidents, deans, and public-spirited citizens are wanting
ptilosophy to be available to our youth, philosophy as they can
appreciate it, dealing \tith great, central issues of human life and
not luth the technicalities interesting only to esoteric, small
groups. ~ those who want a philosopher of that type I can recommend
Dr. Beck. Ie need men who think like him. More than thinking,
I,e need his perceptions, culture, and judgments. I have not found
his judgment in art, music, or literature to fail. His "culture"
is fine and rich. He Hill contribute greatly wherever he may be,
and I hope he can be used as a teacher.

Yours sincerely,

Charles W. Hendel
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'IL 0.' <lJOLLJEOE

UHA.::!IBERSDCRG .. PA.

OnlCE OF" THE PRESIOII!:NT

March 26, 1945

The purpose of this letter is to engage your
interest in a distinguished philosopher whom the war has
brought to this country. He is Dr. Maximilian Beck, a
native of Czechoslovakia, for four years a research fellow
at Yale, and during the present year a member of the
Philosophy Department at this College. He has served as
a substitute for a member of our Department on sabbatical
leave, and we would unhesitatingly keep him if we could.

Dr. Beck is a scholar of distinction, some of
whose publications you will find listed on the enclosed
sheet of information. He has had approximately two years
of normal teaching exp~rience, has gained confidepce
steadily, and is now ready to undertake a full share of
an undergraduate or graduate curriculum. He is unusually
pleasant personally, in good health, a dependable and
cooperative colleague and altogether an asset to any faculty.
He is deeply interested in his students and their problems.
He i8 definitely not the type of foreign scholar who wants
only to be left alone. He has shown himself adaptable and .
instantly' appreciative of American values and American
academic procedures with no trace whatsoever of "superiority".

Dr. Beck's wife was born in Germany. She is a
delightful person, a student in her own right, and like her
husbanc, has a good command of English. Their son, a
graduate of Cornell, is now enrolled in the Fletcher School
of Diplomacy.

The accompanying letter, written to me by Professor
Charles W. Hendel, Chairman of the Department of Philosophy
at Yale, will tell you better than I can why we are both
eager that Dr. Beck find a permanent or even temporary
opening. I urge that you find a moment to read his
statement and hope very much that there will be a post
for which you caD consider Dr. Beck.

Very truly yours,

Paul Swain Havens,
President
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OFFlCE OF" THE PRESIDENT

111 Ll§l<@~ ~ «J<@LLlEGE

VUA.:l'o.l...ll"ER S BUG. PA..

April 9, 1945

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute of Advanced
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Aydelotte:

Study

I want to say a few words about a certain
Dr. Maximilian Beck and to ask your advice. Beck is a
distinguished Czechoslovakian philosopher who came to
this country with his wife and son in 193e. He somehow
became acquainted with Hendel at Yale and was for
approximatel four years a research fellow there. He
came to us as a guest scholar of our faculty and staff
for the second semester of the year 1943-44 supported
out of a Guest Scholar Fund to which we all contribute
and the aim of which is to assist in a small way some
distinguished foreign scholar displaced by the ar from
his native country. We liked him so much that when
the head of our Philosophy Department went on sabbatical
leave this year we invited him to return as substitute.

The enclosed pages I have sent out with
Hendel's cooperation to approximately 150 of the best
colleges and universities, and replies are now coming in.
It occurred to me - rather tardily, I confess - that in
many respects Beck is exactly the kind of man who might
interest you at the Institute. He is by talent and
training a scholar rather than a teacher, although his
teaching has been successful. He is deeply interested
at the moment in the possibility of a group of philosophers,
perhaps even a philosophical "institute", for the study
of telothetics. His view is that a great deal of energy
has been devoted to the discovery of new means in
technology and applied sciences but that very little study
has been devoted to the science of ends.

I lmow very li ttle about the details
of the program at the Institute of Advanced Study, and I
write with some hesitation, but if you would be \tilling
to see Beck and talk \tith him, I can assure you at least
of a very pleasant experience; and I should think that
you might discover in him something that would be of
interest to the Institute.

With kindest regards to you and Mrs.
Aydelotte, I am

VI) SiClYC'

Paul Swain Havens,
President
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Dr.Uax1m1lian Beck

~ih.ott CIlolIege
Glljamlmr.&urg, l'a..

April 23,1945
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Director, The Institute
for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.

Dear Dr.Aydelotte:

President Havens informed me of your reply
to his circular letter. I should be very happy
it you would give me an opportunity to talk to you
in the near future. Although I don't want to
impose any part1cular time upon you, I should like
to mention that, because of the schedule at Wilson
College, the best time tor me to come to Princeton
would be Tuesday afternoon or Wednesday morning.

Many thanks in advance.

Sincerely yours,

l!axim1l1an Beck
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Dr•. ax1lltl.1ian Beck
3!Il1ilson Cllollege

~lD1tl=oburg, l'a.

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

Aprll 26,1945

Dr.Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for
Advanoed Study
Prinoeton,New Jersey

Dear Dr.Audelotte:

I thank you for the appointment
you gave me. I shall be happy to see
you on Tuesday afternoon, May twenty
seoond , at 4.30.

Sinoerely yours,
~-J~

Max1lltl.11an Beok
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VlL§O.' VOLLE Jll

CJUA.....-'l:HER DURO. p~

omCE OF" THI!: PRESIOENT

April 26, 1945

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Inst_tute of Advanced Stud
Princeton, Ne\ Jerse-'

Dear A delotte:

Dr. ~aximilian Beck tells oe
that he has written you to sugest a visit
at Princeton within the next wee" or t,o.
He has seen your letter stating that you
doubt very much whether there is any opening
at the Institute, but I have encouraged him
to see TOU since I think you would enjoy
meeting him and he ou. He is a ;;tan of
real distinction and reputation in his
field. If there is nothing at the Institute,
he would appreciate an other suggestion
which you could make.

With kindest regards, I am

Cordiallv yours,

~~
Paul S ain Havens,

Pres:'dent
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April 27~ 1945

e r Havens:

! h've
sixth anJ h "Ie
could see .rlm on

your iettar of A:;J.ll
i tte'l to Dr. 3ecK th
sy t enty-se~ n •

twenty
t ~

1 h0ge he is not king a t~i~ es
pecially tor t'e purpose ~r t~lking with me,
since tt~ eh nce of his letting n ap,ointment
here i3 so r.Mot th~t it really would not
justi y t e trou~le and e ense.

I ah 11 of co r3e be very ~laJ to
~ee hi n. to t '~wit· him, but I should
not lik~ bim to com~ with the expect tion
that hi.> visit woulJ result in n ap oint
ment at the n3titute.

Yours sincerely,

Fr-!U A;ldelot te

P~esident ~aul ~ in avens
ilson '-aIle e

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

IA,:n

Records of the Office of the Director: General Files: Box 8: Beck, Maximilian 
 From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



::a 23. 1945

Pres' dent Paul • Hevene
fii son Coll,,!;;
Ch mber~burg. Pen'lsylvll.nia

I intere ti1.": "r"•. tivL it . P,-,c
'0 ter~ay. I ern rry to.£ .hc~ tnerrl is no pos ible

rtun·t for i~ Ill. t ~ In~tiL~t" uut I hope v~ry

ch tru-. yoU;( 1 be -£ole i inti f ,. him li te,-,ciling
position in ..:o_e co t:>~ or lJlt" ir :.ty. ~lnce his ..

l. -an 6.;;poJ t.lIlent l.t tIe i;niversi l.y 0 Penn;' v iii.
one of U13 coll_ll_S lor und Phil••tolj u1.. • \lJ,1l b, t
11· 1 place. It mi;;. t nel. lire i.f ;.rou .ar" d)_a to give
.1m reco~en~ation o. the bLsis 0 o:s ~or~ at .1 son
Colle e. I tni k 1t nlbnt be uacLul i you Irote Il.

letter to the Prdsi,ll>'l ts of Pennlolylv n1a. 'I'ell!lJl ,
tlllF.rthmore, Hbverford Illl Bryn . \. •

Ijsr

Your

rank

incerelYJ

elotte
r
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Haxim11ian Beck
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

Department of Philosophy Liarch 15,1946

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Director, Institute for Advancei Studies
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr.Aydelotte:

Perhaps you remember that my visiting professo~

ship which I hold here this year cannot be prolonged.
And since there is no opening for a permanent position.
I should like to ask you whether you know ofa position
at another institution.

I think this year has been a very profitable one.
I was happy to realize that there is genuine interest
in philosophy, even among students who are dedicated
to science, medicine and engineering. I hope I shall
not be disappointed in my desire to continue elsewhere
on a more stable basis.

Very sincerely yours,

~
Maximilian Beck
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~areh 9, 946

ltr. M"ximUbn il ek
De _rtmen t 01 PnUos0P."lY
Universlt of Illinol
Urb , I nole

Dear Or. 8 CIl:I

Thenx you for your 1 tter or arCll 15th a8~lng

or Dr. kt e otte's a"sistWlee m ,dl!1g you a

ermanent position. At tne pros t 1.1 e Dr. Ayd lotte

is abroed but 1 ~hall be b to rinb your letter

to hi att nti n .nen he returns to Prin~et3n early

in II y.

Your sincerely,

J fille S. Rich!.["json
SecretLIy t, Or. Ayde otte
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