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1945

"..LABJRATORY (Electronic Computer Project) Facilities

10/19

Director's report and recommendation to Board for $100,000 of a $300,000 project. Aid
to be secured from 0 utside. Computations 1000 times faster than "the best devices now
in existence". Like to 200 inch telescope. Contribution to research in physics,
biology, mathematics, economics and statistics.

"Curiously enough the plan of such a machine is partly based on lIhat we know about the
operation of the central nervous system in the human body. This means, of course, that
it would be the most complex research instrument now in existence." Prof. John von
Neumann, Mathematical physicist, will design.

Board authorized $100,000

Vol. 4, No. 24, P. 9 Minutes - 10/19/45
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Letter from Ay elotte to von eumann. Nov mber 7. 1~6.
which wal not lent.

I ve thou ht over this pro 0 a1 for a Mathe ti a1
00 put1n center as it mi ,ht po eibly ~ff at the Institute.
an u t &y that 1t ee t me the houai 1fficulty wnioh
hal deterr d rlnceton University would of course e the same
t'or u •

" 0 far as bui1d1
be pose1t1 to buil 80 t
I rv own pUI'poaea and
to 15 % of te 00 t tor

other our Tr, tees would

i8 oonoern • I think it might
i • w ioh wo' 1 in the 10 run
whioh we .t-ht rent to the Gov rnm nt
8 1 & period of ton ye ' •

eo t i8 r not. I have no i ea.

"The gre test diffioulty nioh I e is the qu atl of
whether suoh & cent r. if stabliahe reo would b of
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~. C. P.

MATHEMATICS

WORLD WAR II

7/3
Academic Activities

Academic Activities

~overnment Relations

Excerpt from Wichita, Kan. Beacon, July 3, 1948.

It says, "BeC'u!\lse the army will need to know about lightning­
quick calculation in tomorrow's atomic and rocket warfare
it has called upon an advisory committee of mathematicians
to help it.

"Maj. Gen. A. C. McAuliffe, deputy direct",r for research,
announced the appointment of the six-man panel today," the panel
to consist of John von Neumann; Hendrick Bode, director of
mathematical research of the Bell Telephone Company;
H. P. Robertson of the California Institute of Technology;
J. B. Rosser, Cornell University; and J. J. Stoker and
Richard Courant, both of New York University.

Questions which the group will answer: What new applications
of mathematics to military problems seem most important?
What will the army need in the way of high-speed computing

, .....
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machines? How should mathematical methods be a~plied in working
out problems in strategy, tactics and logistics? What steps
should be taken to provide mathematically trained personnel
within the army?

Dr. Edgar R. Lorch, Columbia University, was named as
mathematics advisor to the research group for a six months
period (See Joplin, ~ News-Hera story, July 3, 1948).

A File, I. A. S•
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....ELECTROJ,IIC CClU'OTER PROJECT lead.-1c Actirttiea

ll/lS

• new EC8 I!ontract 1IU under negotiation which vouJ.d prarld AsO.OOO a year tor
the next two-years. plus a 60 % contribution traD the gav.mment. The contract wu
to be mad. either jo1n~ nth the Atca1c EnereY Cag!1..ion and the ~. or .oleJ.y
nth the AEC.

Exec. Ccmn. ll/lS/1.l9 p. 2
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