
AODftIESS otrP'IClAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETA.RY OF STA.TE 
WASHlfGTOH IS, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

September 6 , 1946 . 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte , 
The Institute for Advanced Study , 

Princeton , New Jersey. 

My dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

I do not have anything to do with aliens who wish 
to visit Europe . I do have to do with trying to get 
permission for American citizens to go to Austria and 
I can say that the military authorities have stead­
fastly refused permission for American citizens t o 
visit Aust r ia for purelYlIpersonal reasons . I there­
fore believe that Mrs . Godel could not , at this time , 
obtain permission to go to visit her mother and return 
to the United States . I am , however , sending your 
letter to the Visa Division for further reply if there 
is anything further they can add . 

Sincerely yours , 

~ 
R. B. Shipley , 

Chief, Passport Division. 
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lit .. • 19 '6 

• • ~h1 1e7. Ohler 
~.eaport ~1 !oloft 
ne ~rt ~ t ~r St t. 
W eh n t~ , n. C. 

Yo'l' a1r: '1, 

~.lott 

, tJ ' • 

Copy to Mrs. G~del 
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July 17, 1946 

ttl1s 1. to ontity that Z"I . Adele 
ttl neltia Q!del 1.. the nte ot Protllstor , r~ 
08 81 or the In.tUn II tor dvanee4 3~ld7 a.t 
r1ne.ton, In Jera • ., . ra . G!4 1 1s of' in.trl 

naUonality, alt ouch b has lHde a Gee aUon 
of • lntPnt10 to come an A~er can olt~3 n. 
lin G~.l p1 • t. 10 V1er.na ~1s. el' to 
vhl t b.r lIOth.r, \ftl" 1. olG an In 111 beal.tb. 
and s ••• a r-.ntry II .it to the UAitltd Stat., . 
S e •• person y~o 1e ,uallt1e4 1n every way 
to ba &ranted. luch perall.lon. 

FA : 

h Aydelott. 
D11'IIe r 
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uel D. Loidesdort ~sq . 
1 ... 5 ?arle venue 

ew Yor , e'!l' torI{ 

Dear 'I" . Le1de dor!: 

Jul; Z, 1946 

rs . G 1el ~ s in LO se~ me t is 0 ning 
to ay that she wo d like to 0 back to Vienna 
to visit her mother , lho i5 now a.wo n of varce 
age frail h~alth . The G cls have vel"; little 
mon~y . T et have h d 4000 year for the 1a t 
five or i x y ar3 a' Rr9 to have 6000 as of 
July 1st . rs . Q&Jelfs quest10n wos whether the 
In titute would loan the 500 or 600 to pay her 

s ge ov r rui baclt , with the erst rid1 g· th t 
it . ould be repaia by cmonth1y deductions from 
Dr . G&lel ' s 5 1ary .urinp the next c'de2io ye r . 
It see~6 to ~c K cl_a1" SSG for '~ing the 10 n, 
an" I see no possibility of any failure of 1"e-
.,ay ont o I told 1"5 . G~ 1 tt..at I 0 ld not !!lake 
h_r a ~romlse until I had had an op ortunity of 
c~nsllt1n~ you . If you agro~, I 111'111 ,ut the Br­
r ~~e e t tnrou h . 

Yours inc~r 1y , 

"'-.. n Ayd lotte 

FA : 
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f/ At ~~ i If ~ f. o...cr- J II e c e,,' v-ed I). 7t e1 er- OW>'> I~ ~;;­

.Jw:;U fA h. V; e.-n tV! Q,. I h 0. d ~ J ~ o../t ;U f /'WI. oJP! &1 C un c. &WI ~} 

/VV1J fW,;;(if, f/I (ll-M~ i1ir M /J riA~ f 0. iT ~ fJ' S j J ;ff k n 
74wT, o.if f to.;;r 101 ;ttl. A;""' ( h ~J I ',J fA Mrl t1-1ec ~ MJ I~ 

/h1 e Ii- dAr 0. lit> d --u ~ I f W\ 7/, bl. :J fAM" 'W-l J M"Vt J J It ovrj 

;t; 71l~ M 'JJVt ~ tt. ~ In, ~~ . 

~ ~cP/te fJ ~ 

V~T~~/d 
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De~mber 1, 1943 

Com issioner 
I i gration and Natural i _ation Servi ce 
Pennsylvania uilding 
15th and Chestnut t reets 
Phil del hia 2, ennsylvani a 

Do:lar 3ir: 
Attention A ;istant Co~i.sloner 

lien RAgi tretion 

More than aye" r and a h. lf ago (on rch 12 , 1942) 
'Of " i fe and I a ;>pli"'d to r . :"arl G. Harrison of the Depart­
ment of JU3tice for an amendment of our registration as 
Ger:nan citlzana lo t e r t alien r"'gis t ation, of 1940 . 
Throu~h a isunderst:mding of the regulstion e h3d regls ­
tere a s Ge ns i.nstcad of us trians . In Yay 1943 eere 
summoned b the I mmigration and ~ fturalization Service to 
m' e a stdtement in conn ction wi h this matter , ' hich w 6id . 

Having heard nothing further , ! wrote on October 25 , 
1943 , to the I~i ration and Natural1z ' tion Ser ice (Attention 
Inspector Bass) inquiring wheth0r a decis ion had yet been 
reache . I ha.ve , en inform.,d in a l etter ated Novem er 17 . 
signed by r . Ch' rles I. -ngard, Acting Chief , Inv~stigations 
Section, th~ t our case i no in your h ds a d any further 
inquiry should be aJdrea:,ed to you . 

ur pr~sent ~tatu as enemy alIens not only es 
It necessary f or llS to both r the au t . orities f or t avel 
per lssion qach time we want to l e&ve Princeton, but a l so 
would obstru t any ttempt on our part to see employment 
out s i de the circ e where we are 1<nown,nd it Is by n me"ns 
certain th3 t i t will be ~ossible to pxtend in~efinito Y my 
~os ition at the Institute for Advanced Study, where I am 
at present workIng . For these reasons I am eager to know 
wheth r i t ould not oe ossible t o acceler&t e ~ctlon in 
t hi. III tter . 

Vo:l ry truly yours , 

Alien ~egistratlon Num ~r5 : 
ur t Fri edrich GMel , 4C9123'7 
Jele husnelda G~del , 409123 

Dr . Kurt GMel 
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October 25 , 1943 

I mmigration and Naturalization Service 
Depar tment of Justice 
Mar et Street Na tional Eank Building 
Phil adelphia, Pennsylvania 

Attention Ins!) ctor Buss 

Dear Sir: 

At the end o~ May ~f ~~i~ year , in compli­
ance with your requ~st, ~y wife nd I call~d t your 
off ice and made a statement in conne t ion with our 
a?olicatio for amendment of our registration ~ Two 

ays later we sent yo our birth certificates, as ysu 
requ.,sted . 

I .",r03tooa you to say at thnt time that 
it would probably not be long before a final decision 
would be reached in our case . It is now nearly f ive 
month ::lince· our visit to your office and. more than.s 
ypar and a half since we firs t made ap~lication . Since 
we are obliged to trou~le the authoritie s for travel 
permission each tim~ wa want to l eave Princeton and 
since our resent qtatus would make it di ffi cult should 
my iie or I be ee~in~ eo?loyment outside thp circle 
where we are known, we would ~e very grateful i f acti on 
in our Cd e auld be accelerated . 

Yours sincerel y , 

Dr . Kurt Gl!Jdel 

Alie Regi s trati n Numbers: 
Kurt Fr i edrich G3del 4091237 
Adele Thusnel da G3del 4091238 
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Re: Adel e G~de1 
AR NO . 409123 

Kurt GMe1 
AR NO. 4091237 

I r . S . • )lcKee 
Specia l Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigati on 
1836 Raymond -Commerce Building 
Ne ar~, New J ~rsey 

Dear Si r : 

October 25, 1943 

I wish to cknow1ed~e on behalf of my wi fe , 
Adele Gel, your letter of October 18th to her , regard­
ing change of address . In this connection I beg to 
infOI~ you tha t ~y wife and I , ho were living a t 
3 Chambers Terrace, Prince ton, New J p.r sey , a t the time 
we r gistered, remained a t that add r es until we went 
t o Maine at the ~nd of July for our sumner hol iday . In 
October of 1942 we too~ an apartment at 108 Stockton 
St r eet , Princeton, where i.e lived til Se!1tpmber of 
t his year , when ,e movpd to 120 Alex&nder Street , where 

) { 

e ar now residing . I ~ent a notice of all these changes 
of address on th~ printed forms obtained a t t he ost office . 

e made a~?lication for cert ificate of i dent i ­
f ication and received our certificat 8 on Febru;;.ry 5, 1942 
(Adele G6Jel , Regis t; l'eli 10 . AR288 ; K rt Glidel, R gi ster ed 
No . fR2S9). e a re not enemy ~liens , but are technically 
c nsi e red as such ~.CBuse in th~ first Alien regi s tra tion 
of 1940 ..... e registere m 3t akenly "3 erman cltl z ns . Our 
cer tifica t es of identi;ication hOl ever . s t ate that e are 
I.U t!'ian citizenj ~!l' .e hEv" Q>:en s teps to h~ve our • 

ormer registration corrected . A final decis i on has no t 
ye t.~~en obtainpd in this mAtter . 

Yours incerel y, 

(Dr . Kurt GMel) 

I n February, 1942 . 
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Alien Registration lumber: 
Kurt G~del-409l2J7 
Adel e G~del-409l2J8 

)lr. Earl G. Harrison 
Department ot Justice 
Pennsylvania Build1ng 
Philadelphia, P ennsy1 vania 

aiy dear air . HarrisO:lI 

June 29, 1942 

With reference to your letter of 
K rch 19th (Form AR-AE-113) to Dr. Kurt G~del, 
acknowledg1ng his application for endment ot 
his original registration under the Alien 
Ralistratlon Act of 1940, I should like to ask 
if, 1n view of the A ttorney General's recent 
announcem$nt reg&rd1ng the correotion of such 
registrations, it 1. neoessary or adv1sable ror 
Dr. and Mrs. G~del to do anything fUrther at 
tilis tille. 

It is y erst 1ng that there 1. 
a special applioation form for this purpose, 
if any 1nformatic~ is desired in addition to that 
furnish d 1n Dr . G&del's letter to you, sy I ask 
that you have ~uch a fora ~orward8d t~ Dr. G&del 
a~ ~h1s address? 

Very truly yours, 

Ass istant Seoretary 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Office of the District Director 

Market & Juniper Streets 

June 10, 1942 

In reply refer to 
File Number 

2213-200290 
2213-200291 

Frank Aydelotte, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Sir: 

In response to your letter of April 25th concerning 
Dr. and Mrs. Kurt Godel it is sqggested that for the present 
no action should be taken insofar as their declarations of in­
tenti on are concerned. When they file their petitions for 
naturalization, the matter can be given appropriate attention 
at thlj,t time. The certificate of citizenship is prepared from 
the pHtion for naturalization and it shows the former nation­
ality as appearing in the petition for naturalization. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Albert Del Guercio 

District Director 
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Selective 3erviee Board 
6 Nnssau Str",et 
Princeton, New Jersey 

De!;r Iliss J'onBs: 

lIey 19, 1943 

Attention iS8 30nes 

l'ith reference to my letter of April 14, \!on­
eerning Dr . ~urt GMel

b 
copy of which is enclosed. I 

wish to 1'e ort ttm€ 1 ave secured a certain amount of 
additional evidence concerning him which I beli ve the 
Seleetive Service Board would be glad to have . 

Dr . G~el 8p~nt some time at the Institute 
for Aavanc~ Study in 1935. In the latter part of that 
ye~r his menta! eondition b~came so serious that the 
authorities of the Institute felt it necessary to send 
him bacle to Austria, .... hiCll was done . After he reached 
Austrl~ he was a pati~nt for some months in two sanitaria 
whieh receive individuals afflicted with mental disorders . 
The first of thase was Bekawinkel Saoitarium at Rekawinkel , 
Austria ; near Vienna, ~here he wal a n3tient fr~ January 
to Mareh. 1936. The second was the Purkersdorf Sanitorium 
at Purkeradorf, J\u.tria~ also near Vienna, where he was a 
p~tient during April ana ~ay. 1936. 

In RelC",wimel IU3 Situation was serious. He 
had the idea that all tue sanitarium food was poisoned and 
he would eat only things that ere repared and brought to 
~him by a young woman friend of tne family (whom he later 
married) and then only on ccmL'd.t.lon tha.t she eat wit 1 bim 
fron the same plate and with t:v' same spoon. Before he 
'II' nt to the sani t .ri1ll!l his mot-her , who could do nothing 
with him, was so frightened concerning hi.s condition that 
she slept alwllYs in a locked room at night • 

• 
TIle treutlllent at "'akawinke1 seems to have 'Pro-

duced a gre~t improvement in his condition and from the 
time be waa moved to the Purkersdorr Sanitarium he began 
steadily to convalesce. After four mont.hs of treatment he 
was allowed to return to his hooe, though I believe it was 
a' good deal longer time before he was sufficiently recovered 
to re~ume his mathem~tlcal work. 
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I obtained this in'ormLt1on from Mrs. Gedel, 
who would be glad to give the Selective Serv1ce Board any 
information 1n h~r p07er coneena1ng her husband's condition. 
H~r addf s~ is 108 Stockton treet and her telephone 
nUlllber is 708- • 

Yours siDCerely, 

FIlAN! AYDEbOTTE, Dixector 

li'A/U.CE 

, 
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April 26, 19 3 

Dear Dr . Vanneman: 

Dr . Aydelotte as ed e to end you 

a opy of hi letter to the Sel~ctive Service 

Board reearding Dr . G~del togeth r ~ith a copy 
-

f their reply , hoth of h1ch I eoclos • He 

onders i f you rave any further suggestions . 

Yours sin r ly, 

Secre tary to Dr . Aydelotte 

Dr . Joseph S . Vanne=n 
45 Princeton AVElnUe 
Princeton, ew J ersey 

• 
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SELECTIVE SERV I CE SYSTEM 

I I 

L (STAMP Of LocAL BoARD) 

Yr. Frank Aydelotte , Director , 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 

Dear Sir. -

Re. Kurt Frederick G8del 
Order No. 1324 ..... 

Princeton, N. J. , 
April 3) th , 1943. 

We are in receipt of your recent letter relative to the above 
named registrant. 

Although the Board is in sympathy with your knowledge of Mr. 
G8del's condition, we are unable to effect a disqualification for this 
man at the local board. It will be necessary for him to be forwarded 
to the induction station for the Army examination , unless the local 
board doctors find that he has another type obvious defect which would 
be disqualifying . Even though Dr . Vanneman has personal knowledge of 
this man's emotional instability , unless there is history of commitment 
he registrant cannot be disqualified before being sent to the induction 
station. However, to preclude the possibility of a man of this type 
being accepted by the Armed Forces without a complete psychiatr ic examina­
t i on we use a social record card system, which is forwarded to the 
induction station in advance of a registrant's examination, with a request 
for complete psychiatric examination and the doctor ' s statement of a regis­
trant ' s psychopathic condition. 

We trust that you appreciate our position in this matter and 
believe that the Board wil l do everything in it's power to bring about the 
pr oper solution to this problem. 

Ver y truly yours , 

COJ.LIT (Mrs . ) Cev111ie O~Jone8, Clerk. 
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Sel ective Service Boa r d 
6 Na ssau s tree t 
Princeton, New J ersey 

De '\ r Mi ss J one s : 

April 14 , 1943 

Attention Mi s s J ones 

Dr . Kur t §d&l , a member of the Sc hool of 
lJa thl!'lIu t ics 0 t he Iifstltute or j vanced S t udy, in orms -lu~( "'­
me th~t he has recently been rec l a ssified and i Zrf7h3 • I L 

Dr . G~del , like most refugees from Nazi Germany , i s eager 
to do anythi ng he can i n su ~ort of t he American war 
effort , but under th circ stances I t nk I ought t o 
i n or m t e Selective ~ervice Bo~ rd tha t Dr . G~del h"s 
j; ice s nee he ' I . been i n Princeton shoron s ch s i gns 
of mental and nervous in tubility a ' t o cau se the doctors 
who were co sIted to di agnose h im 'as a ?sjchopa t hi c case . 
111 n ne was here i n 1938 this mental di sturbanc e was so 
severe th , t it became ne essary to ~end hi m back t o h i s 
home i n Austri a . e reSDon e so \lell t o t he t r eatment 
tha t we invi ted h l again t o come to t he Ins titute in 
194 and h~ has been b~r e since th l t time . Las t year , 
howpver , t he symptoms r eturned nd i t has been necessar y 
for him again to have edical trea t ent , whi ch lYas 
carri . out un er t he dir ct i on of Dr . Vanne an, who 
knows more about the case t han anyone in Princeton . 

Ma thematically , i t weuld perhaps not be an 
exagger tion t o call Dr . G~del n genius . There a r e 
eoole who believe him to be t he best man in the or ld 

in his par ticul~r hase of the sub j ect . This ability , 
howqver , i s unfort~n~tely a c ompn i ed by certain ental 
symptoms which , while they do not prevent act ive w r k 
in ma ~he tiCS , mi ght prove seriou ~ from the s t andpoint 
of t h e Ar my . r . Vanne an would be t he bes t pe rson to 
su o DIy you wi t h med ical det ails concerning t his ' ca se . 

Your<; Sincerely , 

FA/ MCE FRA. AYDELO~TE , Director 

.. 
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AR-4091237 Kurt G~del 
~ R -4091238 Adele G ~del 

October 9, 1942 

Alien Regis tra tion Division 
I mmigra tion and Na turaliza tion Service 
Washington, D. C. 

De" r Sirs: 

In connection with our eff orts to 

correc t our first alien r egi stration, my wife 

and I rece ived the enclos ed le tter s from the 

I = i g_'a tion and N t u'ralization Service in Phila­

delphia , advis ing us to wr i t e to the nearest 0 f ice 

of t he I mmi ~rat ion and Na t ural i zation Service f or 

ap lication forms . 'l'e wro te to Trenton and received 

the enclo~ed re~ly . ~ill you le~ se send us the 

r~quired forms or udvise us exactly where we should 

apply f or them? 

Y::lUrs Si ncerel y , 

Dr . Kurt Gt!ldel 

I 
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Sept ember 29, 1942 

I mmi grat ion and Naturaliza t ion Service 
Post Offi ce nu1l i ng 
Trenton, New Jpr ~ey 

De Si r s : 

~ ill you ple se send to my . ife 

~nd me t he 8 plic~tion forms to be ri11ed out 

i n oreer to correct our f ir s t alien r egistra-

tion? My a lien r egi str a tion number i s 4091237 

d th ' t of roy life , ! ., le G del , i s 4091238. 

Your s very ruly , 

:)r . Kurt GM.el 

• 

• 
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tapteQb r li, 1942 

Honorable Charles 101 . Phllllps 
United State Attorney 
Post 0 iCG Building 
Trooton, New J r sey 

Uy deu biri 

I r 'turn rertth the tr~vel p <> l'l'li1. iSllul...od to 

De on 141' 6th Bnd r espectf\ y r~ Ut.!!t ... r n wal of thi 

par.1t, for! shell n~cd t o go to H w York oc ~s1on 17 

l'or he ping nd s1Jnilr..r purpo&e cnd t o' vi it II physlclua . 

I should lilt p.,rDls ion to go one cvt..ry t , 0 or thr lieekll. 

I 1 1'8 trve1 by r roc;:j Eald r eturn 

r • lurt !S .. ' - I 
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September ll , 1942 

I 

Honore.ble Charles 14 . Phillips 
Uni ted tutes Attorn y 
Post ~ i v Building 
Trenton, c. Jcrsay 

Iiy datu" Sir. 

I return h r~ t the tr~v permit issued to 

II on ;taT 6th btl;' r II cetf'ull.y re .u .. t I< r '" aJ. of this 

p.:rl'mi t , f'or I dsh no~ to rfilSUJR8 my trips ta 1'1211' York r r 

the purPOb8 of s ttonoing occw;ionfl scientific .eetiDl;l!!, 

ulling ew YorK libri.riell, end "Viai t1ng ay phyaici • . I 

ohoula' like ~r;:d6Bion to go "nce "'1.r.! two or three. ekll . 

I IIlw&.ye travs:" by r~. a. r turn on th.; ..... 

• y ~en regi5tr~tion uRber is 4091237. 

Vvry tr~y your , 

r . urt G e1 -

I 
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June 24, 1942 

Honorable Cha l'l-: s II . Phillips 
United States Attorney 
Pos t Office Building 
Tr enton, 11 e li' J ersey 

Dear Sir: 

My wife and I wish to go to Seaside 

Heights , Bew J ersey, f or u short holiday, and 

I should app s clate receiving permissiQB for the 

travel . ?le would like t o go on Sa.turday, t h e 27th 

of .Tune, or onday, the 29th, and fe expect to 

return not later t hnn three weeks f rom the date 

of our departure . I should be grateful if I 

could receive t llls permission by the 27th . 

V 1'Y truly yours , 

Dr . Kurt Gedel 
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June 24, 1942 

Honora.ble Charles II. Phillips 
United Sta tes Attorney 
Pos t Office Building 
Trenton, New J ersey 

Dear Sir: 

I v:ish to a ccompany my husband to 

Seaside Heights, New J ersey, f or a holiday or 
ap?roximately three weeks , beginning Sa turday, 

June 27th, or Monday, June 29th, _and would 

appreciate it ve~· ouch if you would send me 

the permission f or this travel. 

Yours very truly, 

~rs. Kurt GMel 

• 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 14 / Gödel, Kurt Visa-Immigration 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



, 

Assistant District Director of 
Immigra tion and Naturalizat10n 

April 25, 1942 

Room 400, Market Street Nat10nal Bank Bl dg . 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvan1e 

Dea.r Sirl 

• 

-. 

I recently wrote to 1Ir. Benj amin 1 . Hl<veDs, Clerk 
• of the U. S. Dis trict Court at Trenton, New J ersey, conce1'1l11lg 

the regis tr t10n of Dr. and lIrs. Kurt Gadel and have baeD 
directed by IIr. Havens to apply to you for more defWte infor­
mation. 

Dr . and Mrs. Gadel are JIlstrians who c8llle to the 
United States in March, 1940. Because of his eminence a s a 
lIUlthew.tician, Dr. Glldel WE-S al owed by the German aut horities 
to l eave Austria , but since Austria h&d at th&t time baeD taken 
over by the Germans Dr. IlIld IIIrs . Gil el could ge t 0Dl7 German 
passports . They were accordingly registered in the f irst 
insWnce in this cOllDtry as Germans, but the7 lui.ve receoU7 
corrected this r egistration in a ccorde.nce wit h inStructiODS 
received from Mr. E&rl G. Harrison in the office of the IIIImigra­
tion end Na turalize.tion Service in Washington . 

The G!ldels have filed a eclaration of intention to 
become c1tizens of the United Stat es ~d would naturally like 
the same correction as to t heir n ational1 ty to be msde in t his 
application. I should be ' most grateful if you would W ora ae 
as to the Il.easur es necessary f or getting this correctlOJl aade . 
For your informa tion I enclose copy of my letter of »ar ch 21s t 
to IIr . Havans, together with his reply dated lIarch 27th. You 
will note that Mr. Havens thinks t heir r egis trs tioo a . Gerasns 
should be a llowed to ste.nd f or the pre ent. I f that i s the nah 
of your department, t hat s etUell it, but s ince this r egis t ratloo 

s incorrec t I felt myself that t he7 h&d the responsibility of 
calling the ma t ter very s trongly to the a ttention of the 
autho~rities . 

Yours sincerely, 

FA/MCE 
FRANK AYDELOTTE, Direct or 

• 
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BenJea1n F. Havena, Esq. 
Clar k of the Court 
Trenton, New J er sey 

Dear Mr. Havensl 

I 

!larch 21, 1942 

May I ask pour assistance in ' a matter which concerpa 
Dr. Kurt Glldel of the Institute for Advenced Study? Dr. GMel 
CaQe to the United States in Uarch, 1940 . In December of the 
same year be f iled witbyou a declaration of intention to becoae 
a citizen of the United States , as dtd hi s wife , "ho accompanied 
him to this country. Dr. GMel · was born i n BrIInn, 1I0rarta, whicb 
ill a part of Czechoslovakia , and in 1928 ". s = turalized a SI a 
citizen of Austrte. His wife was bom in A~tria and hLs always 
been a citizen of t hat country. Dr. GSdel ~e deprived o~ bis 
t eaching post at tbe University of Vienna wben llitler came into 
power, and when his Austr ian passport expired and he applied f or 
a renewal be could get only a Cerman p esport. 

Conse<j,uently, when J):r. and Mr. Gl5del fUed their -
declar ation of intention t hey were put dOfJD &0 of Gorman national­
ity, be being listed as born in BrIInn, Germany, IUId she as being 
born in Vienna , Germbny. These cities ver e , of course, not German 
~t the time t~t Dr. and Mrs . G6del wer e born end these stat ements 
on the declaration of intention should, it seems to me, be corrected. 
I alii at a loss to know just hOIl t o go about i t t o get th!,s 
correction '. e . Would it be possibl e Ior Dr. end Mrs . G&del to 
call on you in your office so that you could m~e t he correction 
or co1:!ld the t hing -be done by mailing the p"pers to you? I could · 
indicate in encl1 on the form the actual facts if you wish to 
have me 0 so . I shoul very gr9~t1y a r aciste your assistance 
in gettL~g this ocument p~oper1y m&de out. 

Dr. Gedel ' s f orm is No . 3510 and Mrs . Gadel 's is 3509. 
On the side of the f orms appear the numbers 501162 and 501161. 
These papers wer e made out on the 12t h of December, 1940, and 
refer to R certificetesfrom the COlD!llissioner of Immigr ation and 
Nat urali zation numbered 3- 200290 and 3- 00291. I t rust these 
references will enable you to f iQd the. paper s . 

lours Sincerel y, 

FA/MOE 
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MEMO 
FROM THE OFFICE OF 
BKI ,TA:>ln r F' . Hi. V·C~lS 

CLERK UNITED ST"Ti:.S DI S'C'- ICT COllRT 
TRENTOl'! , N . J . 

l.il.rch 2!Zth, 1942. 

Dear Sir : 

Acknowledgment is made of your l e tte r , and in reply thereto 

I would state th t , as • Godel is a naturalized Austrian citizen and rs . 

Godel an Aust rian Citizen through birth, their nationality, as far as the decla-

ration of intention is conceImed, will have to remain German due to the fact that 
thereby 

this Country recognized Germany 's conquest of Austria/making it a part of the 

German Reich. This is borne out by the issuanQe of a German passp ort . 

HOY16ver, \"{hen Mr . and s . ~odel file their petitions for citizenship, 

this status wil l be changed in accordance with the modified rule regarding 

Austrians . 

For more definite information, I would suggest that you contact the 

Ass ' t District Director of Immigration & Naturalization, Room 400 Mar ket St . 

Nat 'l Bank Bldg., Phil adelphia, Pa . 

F. 

Very trul) yours , 

Ber j6~in F . Havens , 
Clerk , 

Per J~ 7tY. C2 t ~ 
Deputy . 
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Benjamin F. Havens , Eeq. 
Clerk of the Court 
Trenton, New Jersey 

Dear lfr. Havens: 

Karch 21, 1942 

)fay I aak your allsistance in a matter 1ttich concerns Dr . Kurt 
Gadel of the Institute for Advaroed Stu~? Dr . OMel ceme to the United 
States in llarch, 1940. In December of the same year he filed with you 
a declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States , as 
did his wife , who accompanied him to th1.s country. Dr. Gadel W!I8 born 
in BrIlnn, )6;)ravia, which is a part of CZ9c~lovakia, and in 1928 was 
naturalized all a citizen of Austria. His wife _s born in Austria and has 
alwaye been a citizen of that country. Dr. 0Ms1 _s deprived of h1.s 
teaching post at the University of Vienna when Hitler cmne into power, 
and when his Austrian passport expired and hs applied for a renewal he 
could gst only a German passport . 

Consequently, when Dr . and lfrs . Gadel filed their declaration 
of intention they were put down as of German nationality, he being list­
ed as born in BrIlnn, GerDlll1Y, and she as being born in Vienna, Germany. 
These cities were, of course, not German at the tille that Dr . and lfrs . 
Gadel lI8re born and these statements on the declaration of intention should, 
it seema to me, be corrected. I am at a loss to know just how to go about 
it to get this correction made . Would it be possible for Dr. and Mrs . 
Gade1 to call on you in your office so that you could make the correction 
or could the thing be done by mailing the papers to you? I could indicate 
in pencil on the form the aotual facts if you wish to have me do so . I 
should very greatly appreciate your assistance in getting this document 
properly made out . 

Dr. Gadel's form ill No . 3510 and lfrs. Gadel ' s is 3509. On the 
side of the forma sppear the numbers 501162 and 501161. These papers 
were made out on the 12th of December, 1940, and refer to oertifioates 
from the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization numbered 3-200290 
and 3-200291. I trust these references will enable you to find the papers. 

Yours sincerely, 

FA/ Jl.aE 
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ADDRESS RD'LV TO 

Earl G. Harrison 
Pennsylvania Bldg. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
March 19,1942 

Form AR- AE- 1l3 

lJCttVJet.1' .... .qaIQ 1Hifll XlMHYJ 1\1(1 &ix 

Alien Reg i stration Number : 

Dr del 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
princeton, N.J. 

Kurt Godel-4091237 
Adele Godel-4091238 

Dear Sir: 

Rece i pt ig acknowled!eC: of your recent com­
municat i on in which y ... )\1 ex~ress a des i re to arnend your 
original re~istr2.tion under the Alien Re~istration Act 
of 1940 . 

The procedure for such amendr.lent ... or correct­
i on has not , as yet , been set up but in all probabili ty 
it -.vill be soon. Some delay may be expected because of bhe 
moving of our offices from Washington, D.C. to Philadelpr~a. 

In the ;;:e81t';"l1e your l etter vfill be filed 
ap9r opri e.teJy witn your record in the Alien Re"istra­
tion 'Ji vision and ~'{hen the procec~ure for such a.menc.­
T.ent cr correction has :'"en auopted, you will be i., 
positi on to follol" up your letter . 

VerY t ruly yours , 

&.(~/J{~i ~ 
EAHL G. AltR1SON 

Assi stant 0 the Attorney General mH/jt !/Ii' 
1'" Special 

• 
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Earl G. Harrison, Esq. 
Department of Ju.stice 
615 Pennsylvania AvenKe 
11 sbington, D. C. 

My dear l4r . Harrison. 

!larch 12, 1942 

Alien Regi stration Nuaber. 
Kurt Friedrioh GMel 4091237 
Adele Thasnelda GSdel 4091238 

My wife and I, through a misunder standing of the regl1la­
tions, r egistered ss ,German citizens in the first allen regi stration 
and we wish now to take the nedessary steps tq have this regi stratiOD 
corrected. 

I , was born in 1906 in Brun, Moravia. In 1918 I became a 
Czechoslovakien citizen . In 1928 I was na turalized in Austria. When 
Hi tler cBllle into power I was deprived of the right of lecturing in 
the UniTersity of Vienna, where I h£d been a Privetdozent . In 1933 
and again in 1935 I clime t o this country on an Awltr:\.an passport, S ll 

your .records will doubtless show. When I applied for an extens~on of 
my passport. only a German passport was vailsb1e. I 'hE.ve never taken 
an e&th of allegience to Germany • 

• 
My wife lOas born in Vi~ and has been an Austrillll citizen 

ever sinc,e . When she applied for n passport in 1939, onl.y a German 
passport was availE.ble. She has never taken an t h of all egi ance to 
Germany. 

,Since we tiaJIIe to this country on German plls sports and ere 
under t he impression that Austrian ci tizenship wss no l onger recognized 
in this country, end were not advised to the contrary when we questioned 
the officials on this point" we f el t toot we had no chobe but to 
r egister as Germans. 

Because of this registration it 8 S necessary ' f or us to 
r egister again in the recent r egis t ration of ene.y aliens . In t his 
second r gistr&tlon we registered as Austr1&ns , and we are eager no~ to 
do whatever is necessary to have Qur first r egistr a tion changed to 
Austrisn. 

Very truly yours, 

Dr. Kurt GMe1 
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• 

l!ay 4, 1942 

Honornble Charla/< t.I . Phillipli 
Unit d Stctee Attorney 
Post Office Building 
Trenton, Ne", J orsey 

lIy dec.r ir: 

I return h&rewitb th tl'l vel p~'ndt i ssued to 

me on hnlU!I7 30th bIld should be tlOlit gr tetul U' you auld 

grunt me _ rene~al of this P€rm1t. fo r I find it nace ~ary 

to go to t e York 'rom time to tao for ,hopping Uld s1.llt1lsr 

purposes in d itlon to visiting ~y pby31oicn. 

As I DbVS a friend in II NffW York hospitcl who has 

r centl.y had an operot1on bIld whoa I should llk. to vi it at 

t he eer110st poGsible date, I shoulQ deepl y apprec1 to it if 

I m1£ht r eco1ve parmillsion by return mail . 

Yours very truly. 

• 

(Mrs . Kurt Gedal) 

-
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Hon.orlO.bie Cries U. Phillips 
United States Attorney 
Post Off ice Duilding 
Trenton , New J .. rsey 

- My dear Sir! 

!.lay 4, 1942 

I r tum rew1th the t ravel permit i s _ned to 

De on January 30th and Ilhould be most gra te!'ul. if you .o1lld 

grant liIe fA renEn.&! ot' this permit, lor I find it necessary 

to go to New York f'l:'Olll tue to .tue to &.ttend scientific 

1lI tingll snJ fo.~ thd purpose of u ing Hmo Yorlt librarie s in 

addition to visi ting .y physiCian . 

Very truly YOUTS. 

(Dr. Kurt Gade1) -

\ 

I 
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February 10, 1942 

Ur. Earl O. Harrison 
Special Aeei8tant to the Attorney General 

615 PeIllUlYlvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C . 

Dear Sir : 

My ldfe and I are not quite clear as to whether we are required 

to apply at this t il:!e for Certificates of Identification. The facts in 

our cases are aa follOlf8: I.as born in Austria- Huneary, becane a Czecho­

slovakian citizen in 1918, and lIaS naturalized in Austria in 1928. JIy 

.wife was born in AUtltria and has been an Austrian citizen since. We have 

novel" taken an oath of allegiance to any other country than Austria ; e 

believe, however (althollbh we are not absolutely sure), that we registered 

as Oernan citizens under the Alien Registration of 1940, because our pass­

ports are rmnn and on certain occasions TIe were instructed to register 

aa Germano . lie have both applied for United States citizenship. I have 

inquired at the local post office and have been told t hat the records of 

the 1940 registration have been forwarded to Washington and thnt I should 

write to you. 

We slDuld be llIOet (;l"ilte.:'ul to ;lOu L you llould be IJO good as to 

tell us whether it 1fill be necessary for us to cake application at this 

time for Certificates of Identification, and Y/hether you consider UtI ae 

Austrians with respect to the traveling regulations . 

Very truly yours, 

Kurt Friedrich G&l.el 

Kurt Friodrich Olldel - Alien Rogistration flo. 40912157 
Adelo Thusnelda O&iel n a a 40912S8 

-

, 
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JanUhry 29 , 1942 

Honorabl e Charles II . Phillips 
United States' ttomey 
Post Office Building 
Trenton, New J erl'ey 

My dear Mr. Phillips I , 

I am afraid I mast trouble you &ga~ on behalf 
of two of our members. 

Dr. and Mr.. Kurt eMel made ap lication S Olie 

weeks ago for permission to go to ew York to see their 
d~ctor. The completed form was mailed' to you &pr roxtaately 
one week ago and they bLve been hoping each day to receive 
8 letter of permi ssion from you, f or Mrs. G8del is in rather 
urgent need of seeing her doctor. If you could grant them 
this permission promptly it would be e great relief to thea 
nd would be ver3 much appr eci ted . 

I should like also to Ill>lc if you could give 
attention to the a pplication of Dr . F'e .Lx Gilbert, wno bas 
asked for permission to go to !loston next 'IIeek f or a a eeting 
of the Worl d Peace Foundation. He is getting anxious because 
he s not receiveU this permission f r om you. 

V ry truly yours , 

Secretary to Dr. Frank Ayde!otte 

. ' 

, 

1 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 14 / Gödel, Kurt Visa-Immigration 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



) 

Honorable Charles M. Phillip. 
United States Attorney 
Poat Office Building 
Trenton , New J ersey 

Dear Sire 

Jsnu.ary 8, 194.2 

My wife has been for some time in the care of 

Dr. Max Gruenthal, 32 West 82nd Street , New York City, and 

would lik.e to mske a visit to him during the coming selt if 

we can get your permission to travel to New York. It uy be 

necessary for her to make ad itional trips in the near future 

and it would be a grebt donvenience if your permission could 

cover any later visita that IIIIlY be necessary. I always 

accompany my wife on these trips and would greatly appreciate 

it if you could grant me permission for this travel. We lways 

go by trliin !lIld retum during the sllllle dey on whi ch we go . 

Mjr alien r egistra tion number i8 4091237 snd that of 

my Wife, Adele G~del, is 4091238. e ar e Doth Austrian citizen., 

but are becoming AmeriC&1 citizen.. We received our first papers 

on December 1 , 1940. 

Very truly your., 
• 

Dr. Kurt GMel -
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Dece~er 19, 1941 

111l1li81 lurt GlIde1 

Position I Meaber of Inatituta 

Monthly aalar.yl $333.34 

CltiZeD.h1pl For.er Austrian 

Date of 1lI1t17 into United States I llarch 4, 1940 

Kind. of Yiaa or pam ta IClIl-qllDta illmigratiOll Yiaa 

Jlaturalbatlon statuel Took out first papera Deceaber 12, 1940 

DoaioUe 8ince 11ll1e 17, 19401 United State.. Has not been O1lt of the 
country !lince arrival. 
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ADDITIONAL IHFORIU.'l'IOlf CAmD FOR BY OOViR1ilt:N'l m'fHOlU'l'IES 

1. Please gi .... a l:1at ot oountr1e. in wb1ch you han r8lllded Bino. 
April In, 1911J, i1:dng date. in each case . Indioate aleo &lIT ohlKlgea 
that ~ han taken plaoe during that t1me in your aitiunllhlp. 

u. S . ~ 

2 . Please loUt the countzy or count.r:la. in Wiich you haft been 
doa1ai1ed Binoe April In. 1C).40. (IIDollioile" u d1.Itinot fro. "randaloe" 
_ana the place which you ha .... adopted &8 your pel1llADmt ~. ) 

u. s, 

) . It TOU haTe been dOll1oilad in the United Statu Bi.nce AprU In, 1940. 
but lave v1II1ted S<1118 othlll' ooun1;q or countri.s. pau. gift IUIIR. ot the 
oountr1f115. lAngth ot rtll1t. md NUOn 1br ...... 

4 . It you lave 11rllt o1t1smahlp paperll. pleue &i'" the date on 
Wiloh they were uaued md the nUII.ber IIhown on tbl papers . (Thill 
quelltiOI! appliea onq to those 1Ibo tlll.led to glve th1a information on the tOl'll 
raoentlT ailed out. ) 
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Date December 12, 1941 

Full name KURT G&JEL Alien Registration No. it 00 I 23 7 
Date and place of birth April 28, 1906 13 1J ~ C:z e~ h (~/Iv 

Married ~ Name of wife ~t!¥!Yl\1x -\ cl (;-()-r;I d 
Name and age of dependent 

Citizenship Austrian German children and registration None 
numbers 

.under what kind of visa did you enter the United States? Non-quota Immigration 

What kind of visa do you hold now? " " " 
Visa No. 57 Place and date of issue Vienna, Germany, Jan. 8, 1940 

When does visa expire? No expiration 

When and where did you enter the United States? March 4, 1940, San Francisco, Calif. 

When does entry permit expire? No expiration 

Statement of relevant facts, including plans for citizenship 
1st U.S.A. Naturalization papers obtained Dec. 12 1940 
No . 3510 ' , at Trenton, N.J., 

Princeton home address 3 Chambers Terrace Telephone 2433-\'1 

Permanent address 

If automobile owner, give (1) automobile license number 
(2) driver's license number 

College or university, degrees, year conferred University of Vienna Ph.D. 1930 

Honors and societies - American Mathematical Society 

Positions you have held, g1V1flg dates, or are holding (including any 
graduate scholarships and fellowships) 

University of Vienna - Venia legendi 1933 - 1958 
Institute for Advanced Study - Member 1935-4; iall term 1955-6; fall term 1938-9 

spring term 1959-40; 1940-
University of Notre Dame - sp'ring term 1958-9 

VolUntary statement of any other facts which may be of possible use to 
the United States government. 

J IlrM 01 e-r ~ ~ -1"" (1 ~ i i ~ \. M 0, --P-v; v-f),';; of Vi t-wT VI? 

1(,' ~9v ) ~ 1k fi,jt~J UlJ-e/'v1<~ V>, "$-: ArC Iq3 

(Use other side of sheet, if necessary) 
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ADDRESS OFF1CI ...... COMMUMCJI,Tl0N :!J TO 

T HE SECRETARY OF STATE 

W ... SliINliTON , D. C. 

In reply refer to 
VD 811 . 111 Godel, Kurt 

My dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHI NGTON 
JANUARY 5 -, 1940 

I refer to your telegram of January 3, 1940 and 

previous correspondence concerning the immigration case 

of Professor Kurt Gadel . 
~ 

The particulars given in your telegram regarding 

Professor G~del l s apPointment to The Institute for 

Advanced Study appear to confirm information which , from 

previous correspondence, it is understood has heretofore 

been submitted to the American consular officer at 

Vienna , Germany . Since Professor G~dells application 

for visa was approved upon preliminary examination and 

he has had an invitation from tne consular officer to 

file his formal application since September 1, 1939, 

there appears to be no reason why he should anticipate 

Frank Aydelotte, LL . D. , D.Litt . ,­

Director , The Institute for 

Advanced Study, 

Princeton, New Jersey . 

difficulty 
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-2-

difficulty in obtaining final consideration of his case 

now that he has apparently obtained permission to leave 

Germany . 

However, in the event s ome difficulty should arise 

after Professor G6del shall have renewed his application 

for visa, I shall be glad to obtain a brief telegraphic 

report in the matter at your expense, should you so desire . 

In the meantime you are assured that the consular 

officer at Vienna will accord Professor G6del every con-

sideration consistent with the immigration laws. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Eliot B. Coulter 

Acting Chief , Visa Division 
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I .1cuss OF SERVICE DESIRED' CHECK 
DOM IlSTIC C ARLI: WESTE RN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER X DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 

NIGHT rtfGHT 

UNI ON MESSAGE LETTER 
NIGHT SHIP 

LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED. 
Pa~ PIould ebed;: claIIII of IMln'ICll ,\M:ired: othmwiIe mmaaae will .,. 

tnuuanltted .. . foll-nt. R. B . WH I'TIt NEWCO M . C A ItLTON J . C . W ILLI!V IER 
-~ ..... " lilIES ' DUCT eNA'''''. " 0 ,. TN_ .01.111., P"I II.,. Y IC.· .. IUE • • DENT 

S<nJ the/oIu""ln, m_, e, .. bje'" to the t'l"" on bO<.\: h_f, Ullrich.", he..by agmJ to 

----------~J~aft~~~fY~3hJ~i9~40~----- 19----
'r r.lr·. Eliot B • Coulter IO'~. __ -=~~~~~~~~~ __________ ~ ______________________________________ ___ 

Acting Chief , Visa Division 
Street and No. ___ ----.=""' __ ......,_-s. .... ~-------------------------------------------Departmen t at State 

P~c.ce ______ ~W~a=s~h~i_n~g~to __ n~,~D_. __ C_. __ -__________________________________________ _ 

Referring to our correspondence VD 811.111 

G el Kurt stop Godel appointed to Institute f or Advanced Study remuneration 

four t housand dol lars a year stop Godel obtained German permissi on to leave will 

apply for nonquota visa Pl ease notifY Vienna Consulat e 

Fr ank _~delotte 

(Charge Institute for Advanced Study) 

Sender', aJJreu 
l or reference 

s 
• 

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING 
QUESTION OF WHAT TO QIW, 

Sender , telephone 
~ . 
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Refer to 
VD 811.111 Gadel, Kurt 

Ur. Eliot B. Coulter 
Visa Division 
Department of' S ta to 
Washin~ton, D. C. 

Donr Sir: 

November 27, 1959 

In • Aydelotte's absence I desire 

to thank you for your letter of November 24 

JDaklng a report on. the case of Professor urt 

G8del. This .ill be brought to Dr. ~elottel B 

attention promptly upon his r turn. 

Very truly yours , 

E~TI~E', S. B;,·U!"y 

ESBd.!GH Seoretary 
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Date !)«. 12. I 1 q q I 

Full name A 01 e1t Alien Registration No . 40q J 2 3 g 

~ i VJ.v,., a- / ~ vv,y71 ~ 
I 

Date and place of birth 

Married ep s108)9 

Citizenship 

1~~a..., ~~ 

Name of .. B±e s .. husband 

Name and age of dependent 
children and registration 
numbers 

~ Gi-o/eL 

·Under what kind of visa did you enter the United States? Nn.-1IAi1a. Jr.. ...... ;FI~ 

What kind of visa do you hold now? 

Visa No . S8 

Vfuen does visa expire? 

Place and date of issue 

V ir u: f'J 't/VQ... T i t>t 

"fuen and where did you enter the United States? "10111 0( It) Iq 40) S D"", 

When does entry permit expire? V Ii .vt p-i '4/r ; ~ 
Statement of relevant facts , including plans for citizenship 

]IJv,," 8 ) 
. J~l.! D 

rMM-, ~w-.J.../ 

t''ro.J../ 

1st U.S.A. Naturalization papers obtained Dec. 12, 1940, at Trenton, N.J.,No. 3509 

Princeton horne address 3 a 0"",", ~ T(JV).o.u Telephone '2433 tv' 
Permanent address 

If automobile owner, give (1) automobile license number 
(2) driver's license number 

College or university, degrees, year conferred 

Honors and societies 

Pos itions you have held, g~VLng dates, or are holding (including any 
graduate sCholarShips and f ellowships) 

Voluntary statement of any other facts which may be of possible use to 
the United States government . 

:J . Ill ' d "" S 

(Use other side of sheet, if necessary) 
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A,DDR~ OFFICIAL CO,..,..UI'oIIc.\TlOKS TO 

THE S ECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON. D . C. 

In reply refe r to 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

VD 811 . 111 God el , Kurt NOVEMBER 2 4,1939 

My dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

Referring to my letter of Novembe r 17, 1939, a 

telegraphi c report has be en received f rom the American 

consular off i cer a t Vienna, Germany concerning the visa 

a pplication of Professor Kurt G~del. 

The report s t a tes t ha t Profe s so r G5del has had an 

i nvita tion to file his formal a pplication f or a visa 

since September 1, 1939 , his case ha ving been approved 

upon preliminary exami nat i on as that of an applicant 

apparently entitled to nonquota status as a p rofe ssor 

under sec ti on 4 (d) of the Immigra t i on Act of 1924 . 

It i s added, h owever, t ha t up· t o the present Profes sor 

Godel has not made application for the f i nal examination 

of h is case , s tating t hat it is unl ikely he wi l l be able 

t o ob tain permission to leave Ge r many, although he 

apparently has not endea vored t o obtain such permissi on . 

Since Professor G~d eI i s not an American citizen, 

Fr ank Aydelotte, LL. D., D. Litt., 
Director, The Institute 

fo r Ad anced Study , 
Princeton , New Jersey . 

the 
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the consula r officer at Vienna may no t intervene on 

h is behalf with regard to any difficul t y he may encount er 

in obtai ning permission t o leave Ge rmany. You are 

assured , however, t hat he wi ll continue to accor d 

Pr ofessor G~del e ery cons i deration consi sten t wi th the 

i mmi gration laws . 

Sincerely yours , 

f ~ 

~;ulter 
Acting Chief, Visa Division 
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Refer to 
VD Bll. lll Godel, Kurt 

Mr. Eliot B. Coult er 
Villa Division 
Department of Stata 
~aahington. D. C. 

De Sirt 

November IB, 1939 

In Dr. Aydelotte ' s absence I desire to 

thank you f or your letter of 110vemlJec 17 .st:lting th:.t 

you are requesting tJle consular of'.:'icer at Vienn!l, 

Germazv, to furnish a brief r aport by cable at our 

eJ<"'P6nse concernine +..he stotus of Professor GBdel ' a 

application. ;,e appreciate very much the considera-

tion of Professor ~Jel' s case, 

Very truly yours, 

ESTHER S. BML!!Y 

Secretary 
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ADORESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON, O . C . 

In reply refer to 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 17. 1939 

VD 811.111 Godel, Kurt 

My dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

I refer to your letter of November 10, 1939 and 

previous corresponde nce concerning the visa application 

of Professor Kurt Gadel. 

In pursuance of your request I am requesting the 

consular officer at Vienna, Germany to furnish a orief 

r eport by cable at your expense concerni ng the status 

of Professor Gadel's application. I am sure t hat the 

co nsula r officer will c arefully examine all a spects of 

Professor Gadel's case and will ac cord h i m every con-

sideration consis tent with the i mmi gration laws. Upon 

receiving his report I shall communicate with you again. 

Sincerely yours, 

. ~ 

~C~ulter 
Acting Chief, Visa Division 

Frank Aydelott e, LL.D., D.Litt., 
Director, 

The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton , New Jersey. 
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November 10, 1939 

Ret VD Gadal . Kurt 

De 1IIr . .arron; 
, 

Sinco I U::l BuccoOOing Dr . FlVAner Dire tor o. th 
1I3l1titu':.o f or AdVZll\cod "tudy, your l etter of llovember 4 to him. co -
corning P of e::J:Jor Ku.-t ' a aI , has boon tuInoo over to for reply. 
In "1I'er to the t,~o questions which 7 011 -:a1 e I very ' ad 
~ivc you ~ho followin~ ae3Ur3nco3t 

1 . In the ~1rat plnc , Prof SGor G!Xlel t r_opons:billt~es 
as & har of the In titut invol v t he rea Dsibili ty of teaching. 
The instruction here i s on a very dVllllced level d 10 eo s -uent ly 
1 0_9 foI'll13.l. tWin in th& ol'd1nl;ry un1v~'sity 0 G=du"te school . Con­
s o.. t l y it i o a l i ttlo dti'f1cul.t to £Jl& .. er your ection "to what 
extent . " The r&al i tl t bia full twe is occupi ed with 
teachin and r aearch • 

.2 . In . eply to youl' 3econ C'uestion, to wlleilior the 
appoin art. offered him b-,i the Institute will be renewed at the end 
of the period, I sh to Jay that 1I'e b!lve overy hope 8Ild expeQtation 
of being . ble to renew Professor GlIdel ' s ~P. intucnt . The mat.ter Me 
not yet , b007over , been acted U' 0 by the Trnct llec, -d I can only Bay 
timt this 111 the desire of all the bors of the Sebool of , themati cs 
• d t hat i t 005 nry approval. 

I ho th m assurances 11'111 be suffici ent t o enable you t o 
instruct the Consul at Vi enna t o ant Professor G&del & viss . I t 
thio could bo =e.go:i by cable i t would be .;r eat convenience to t he 
Ins:.i to iMs!c.lI:h as our 8csd .... i c year s already begun 8Ild the delay 
in Prof :Jeor del ' o arrival io grc t embarrn5~ent to UB . 

I.lr . A. a. lIan.'en 
Chief, Visa Division 
Depart.ment of State 
Washin ton, D. C. 
FA/ MeB 

Very sincerel y you!':! , 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
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AJ::IORESS OFFICIAl. COMMUNICATIONS TO I L , , 

In 
VD 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE ) W ASHINGTON, p. c. 

-
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

NOVEm3I3 1- , 1939, 

reply refer to 
811.111 Gddel, Kurt 

My dear Dr. Flexner: 

I refer to your letter of October 21, 1939, with 

enclosure, concern1ng the Case of Professor Kurt Gddel, 

wh1ch has been the subject of prev10us correspondence. 

Although the enclosure to your letter conta1ns 

helpful 1nformat1on concern1ng Professor Gddel I regret 

that certa1n quest10ns ra1sed 1n my letter of October 10, 

1939 appear t o have been overlooked. It 1s part1cularly 

des1red to know whether Professor Gddel w111 be a member 

of the faculty of your Inst1tute and to what extent he 

w111 be engaged 1n teach1ng. Also, whether there 1s an 

expectat10n that the one year appo1ntment offered h1m 

by the Inst1tute will be renewed at the end of that 

per1od. It 1s 1nferred from Professor von Neumann's 

letter that Professor Gddel will not be a member of your 

Abraham Fl exn er, LL. D. , 
D1rector, The Inst1tute for 

Advanced Study, 
Pr1nceton, New Jersey. 

faculty 
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faculty and that the invitation tendered him to lecture 

at the Institute is of a temporary, rather than a oon­

tinu1ng, nature. 

Your advice conoerning these aspeots of Professor 

Gddel's case will be of assistance in the determ1nat10n 

of his imm1grat1on status. 

S1ncerely yours, 

~J1. 
A. M. Warren 

Chief, V1sa Division 
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'October 21, 1'739 

VD 8lll..1l Gedel, 

Dear tar. arr8ll1 

I referro1 your lettor of October 10, "e ;ard1ne 

Profes or Gadel, to Profe330r von l!wr.II!Iln, who mows Profo" sor 

Gadal very ~ell. I aD enclo 1ng ~ letter 1n lob Profe3~or 
• 

von Ueu::annn, add:"es:.1nc me, 1Ul3T1S:-S your '1UestlonSj 

If you de~1re furthor iDfo~atlon 1 ~ be t 

happy to procure it f o:.- you . 

\'Tit::. all good ,.:.mcs, 

Ilr. A. 101 . Warren 
Cb~Gt t Visa Division 
Department of State 
Wa~->ton, D. C. 

". 

, 

, 
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, 
October 16, 1939 

Dear Dootor Flexner, 

!.!any thanks for showiIJg me 11r. A. lY. 1Iarron'. letter of October • 
10 (marked VD 811.111) ooncerning ProfesBor G8del'. lIituation. I tmder-

stand that 11 ttle oan be done as far 8S his relationship with the GCI'llllUl 

military authoritiell 1& oonoerned, but I still hope. on the basis of the 

information before us. thnt tl'te IIl8in diffioulty is that Df seouring a 

United statell visa. The infonnation requested by 1Ir. lilrren oan be 

stated as f ollod 1 

1 . , All you know, and 11.8 I poini:ed out in oy previous letter 

to you, Gad.el .1s a mathmnatioian of more than first rank. He is a 

cl88s by himself. 

2. As far as the formal requiremont. of the regulaticms 

go for granting a rum-qu.ota visa to a professor, the situation is as 

folloWII. G8del haD ot cour.e had considerably more than two years of 

teaching experience. All ~ lUI hill teaching in Austria 111 conoerned, , 
it ~ int,errupted before hiD present application, but I think toot t he 

instruotions IOOXltianed above are favorable to hill case, ' sinoe they state, 

The app lioant must esta.blish ' tr~t he has folla-ed the vooation 
of professor oontinuously for at least t-.o oe.lendar years iI!lmed1ate­
ly prior to applying for admission into the United States, except 
that consideratioo may be given to the attendant oircumstanoos in 
oases Where the a lioant·s vooation me. have bOon tnteryueteJ tor 
reasons be 8 oon 1. The underaooring 8 mine. 

G8del' s teachinG in Aulltria was tennl..na.ted by hill beinG suspended fl"O!ll 

office by the German GoV<ll"llDBIlt after the invasion and annexation of 

Austria in March 1938. 

3. The data. Is of' hill soieIItifio oareer are as followsl 

a) Ph.D. University of Vienna 1930, 

b) Habilitlert (l .e. admitted as " Privatdozent" • appro:dmately equlvalent 
to our AssiataIIt Professor). have 'been unable to verify the date, 
but it _s oertainly no later than 19M; 

• 
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Dr. Ahl-aham Flemer ... 2 Ootober 16. 19S9 

0) Suspended from teaohl,ngl by t~ GElman Government after the annexation 
of Austria in March 1938 

d) baa repeatedly ' wor~ed and lectured in the· United · states~ • 
Institute for Advanced study. Princeton, _ .J. - (a.ce-demic year, '2 tenna ) 

ISSS-19S4 ... 2 terms 
19S5 ... HI36 - let term 
19S8- 1g39 - 1st term 

Uni vers1 ty of Notre Dame. 1938-1939. 2d term 
He is now in p0311ession of an invitation for 1939-1940 to the 

Institute for Adw.nced study for t'rro tenna. 

Professor G8de1' s stipends at the Inati tute for Advanced study 

..are. in the three i n stances IOOntioncd Q.bove~ S,OOO (for t\ro terms) • 

• 2,000 (for one term). ~,500 (for one term). '1'00. stipend -..hioh his 

present invitation carries 1a~.OOO (for two terms). All t bese sums 

include travel expenses. He will probably also be invited for lectures 

at Notre Dame in 1939-1940. As you will soo" his honornria he.ve stead1ly 

inoreased. nnd II.IIybody 1n our· group oen assure you that the only reason . 
for the laok of flontinuity of ids appointments wall his deBire to return 

to Vienna from time to timo . There can be not the slightest doubt that 
I 

he will find a pormanent position in this 001.mtry. ' 

4. As I pOinted out previously. ho _s legally admitted to 

this oountry for permenant resideMoin 19S5 or .1935. but the return 

permit with whioh he went back to Austria in 1936 lapsed before his next 

trip - on a visitor's visa - in 1938. • 

------\ 

I think that toore cwmot be the slil",lltest doubt of his being 

a professor in the sonae of too law. 
I ahe.l1 be glad of oourae to G1ve you a:rrj furtoor InformatiO!l 

desired. 

Dr. Abraham F1exner 
Institu_ for Advanced Study 
Princeton. N.J. 
JvNIGB 

Sincerely yours. 

John van Neumann 

• 
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I4)ORE$$ O"ICI AL COMMUN ICOITION$ TO 

T HE S ECRETAR Y OF ST"TE 

W ASHINGTON. D. C . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
VD 811.111 Godel, Kurt 

• 

OCTOBER 1 0, 1939 

My dear Yr. Flexner: 

I refer to your letter of October 4, 1939, with 

enclosure, concerning the case of Professor Kurt G~del 

of Vienna , Germ any, who is stated to be encountering 

some difficulty i n coming to the United States. 

You will appreCiate of course that if Profes-

sor G~del's difficulty arises from some question relating 

to military or other matters within the jurisdiction of 

a foreign government, our consular officer at Vienna 

would be unable to intervene on his behalf since Pro-

fessor G~del is not an American citizen. 

I shall be glad to request our consular officer at 

Vienna to furnish a report regarding any difficulty t hat 

may have arisen in connection with Professor G&del's 

application for vi sa. Before doing so, however, and with 

a view to furnishing the consular officer an advisory 

llr. Abraham Flexner, 
Director, The Institute for 

Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey • 

opinion 
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opinion in the matter, I shall be glad to receive more 

specific information from you regarding the appointment 

which has been offered the applicant. 

It is particularly desired to know whether Pro­

fessor Gadel will be a member of the faculty of your 

Institute and to what extent he will be engaged in teach­

ing. Also, whether there is an expectation that the 

appointment Which he apparently has been offered for 

one year will be renewed at the expiration of that period. 

Since it appears that Professor G~del resided in the 

United States prior to 1~36 and has visited this country 

since that time, a more detailed statement regarding the 

periods of such residence and his occupation during that 

time would be of further assistance. 

I am enclosing a leaflet containing a brief dis­

cussion of the requirements pertaining to nonquota visas 

in the case of alien professors, which may no doubt be 

helpful in connection with certain questions raised in 

the enclosure to your letter. 

Upon receiving your reply I shall communicate with 

our consular officer at Vienna and inform you subsequently 

when his report is received. You are assured that the 

consular 
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consular officer will accord Professor G~del every 

consideration consistent with the immigration laws. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure: 

VD - Professor. 

t:. /1. 
A. M. Warren 

Chief, Visa Division 
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( 
ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHI NGTON. D. Co 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Section 4 (d) of the Immigration Act of 1924 exempts 
from quota restrictions an immigrant who continuously for 
at least two years immediately preceding the time of his 
application for admission into the United States has been, 
and who seeks to enter the United States solely for the 
purpose of, carrying on the vocation of professor of a 
college, academy, s eminary, or university, and his wife, 
and his unmarr ied children under 18 years of age, if 
accompanying or following to join him. 

Ordinarily a person applying for a nonquota visa as 
a "professor" will be required to show that he has act­
ually been engaged in giving instruction to students as 
a member of the faculty in a recognized college, academy, 
seminary, or university and that this has constituted his 
pr incipal occupat i on . Also, t hat the same conditions will 
apply with respect to the profess orial position which the 
applicant may expec t t o hold in the United States. 

In cases involving conditions varying from t hose 
de scribed in the prec eding paragraph, consideration may 
be given to all of the f ac ts per t aining t o the nature of 
the applicant's educational a ctivit i e s and the type of 
institution with whi ch he has been a ssoc iat ed in the past 
and wi t h respect to t h ese phases of his case as regards 
his proposed occupat ion in the United States, with a view 
to deter mining whether the applicant i s entitled to non­
quota status wi thin the meaning of t he section of the act 
cited above. 

The applicant must establish that he haS foll owed 
the vocation of profes sor continuously for at least two 
calendar years i mmediately prior t o applying for admis­
sion into the Uni t ed States , except that consideration 
may be given to the attendant circumstances in cases 
where the applicant's vocation may have been interrupted 
for reasons beyond his control. 

A v isa applicant of this category should pre sent full 

evidenoe 
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evidence to the consul regarding his past vocation and 
the type of institution with wh ich he has been associated 
abroad. He should also submit evidence regarding his pro­
posed employment in the United St ates with the educational 
insti tut i on concerned and furnish full informati on regard­
ing the nature of the duties involved in such engagement. 

VD - Professor 
August, 1939. 
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October 4 , 1939 

De~r ~. W~rrenl 

I am '1 sulin, to you in t.llt. int~re~t of 8 nry bri2li:mt 

youn c~the~atici~ I so !lfr-..id th re is nothing th~t you can 10, 

but 'It alTJ r to I e!'>.!Ill ll.'l.ko til;; e:'fort. 

Professor Kurt G6dO_ of Vie~~a is co~s~iered the coat 

distin;u1sheu ostherultioul 10;,10ian in the world. , 0 h d in·rite<! hjm 

to come to Princem!l this ye:..r. FroLl co:n;huniootions froCl him it so=s 

th .. t he i3 prevented by t.'le Gnmnu !!!i:it-ry (lUthoritiFI! fro;n beine 

rcle sed in order to come b America cause of ea:ne di"ficul ty lIIl'de 

by thE) United. SU tee Consul G ~nera.!. in Vienna. Is tJlt.r , IU1Ything t hat 

tho S to DeP3l't/llCllt or the Con:nLl General CM do to suggest some 

helpful metllo i or ~cedurc? 

I enclose the lettor in .hich Profe sor von e l!Cann , one 

of our tlatllelnc.ticb."l5, eX?lllins the whole si tu~ tion . 

Ith all good iehee, 

Mr. A. • Warren 
Chief , Visa Division 
Depertment ot: s tete 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely yours , 

AaR AHAM F LEXN.£fI: 
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J "e 7, ~ 9 

l)t) r Dr. GMel.J 

I • lllqu 

J I1Ddto 1s 

Ct..ll 00 on ~·1 de OI' t. AtLnt1c 

t or Sf.; 6 Qr tL. 

t 0' ~bor. 

1 , .. C. 1"tlQ yo Dd 

• 

Lr. JWrt G8del E THE!'! fl. B·"~2N 
Tie' Inn 
2IJ ..ru.....u.s 
'l'UI~t , Jbt. eX".q 

. 5. 
.P • 

• 
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