i&ﬂt‘er,msﬁfmﬁsuﬂi’ri& 0 S,

_Sds. John A M@ and

MarK €. Carnes. New York: Oxtard University Press, (499,

120 « FLEXNER

cast, most notably in Parables (1925), Branches of
Adam (1926), and The Black Rock (1928). He also
wrote two biographical studies, Paul Gauguan, His Life
and Art (1921) and Fohn Swmith—Also Pocahonias
(1928), and a prescient comparison of Russia and the
United States entitled The Two Fronuers: A Study in
Historical Psychology (1930). By this time Fletcher was
a widely published literary journalist with his work ap-
pearing in the leading magazines, and afier befriend-
ing T. S. Eliot he became associated with the famed
“Criterion gang.”

While on a lecture tour in the United States in 1927,
Fletcher spoke in Nashville, Tennessee, and there
made the acquaintance of John Crowe Ransom and
the Fugitive poets then clustered at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. As a southern poet himself, Fletcher identified
closely with the group and responded eagerly when
they asked him to contribute an essay on education to
the controversial Agrarian manifesto I'll Take My
Stand (1930). Thereafter he remained a staunch advo-
cate of the Agrarian agenda, which advocated the su-
periority of an agrarian economy over the economy of
industrial capitalism, venerated southern culture and
tradition, and in general asserted the superiority of the
southern way of life over that of the Yankee North.

Fletcher returned to his native Arkansas perma-
nently in 1933, and after divorcing Daisy, who had re-
mained in England, he married the popular novelist
Charlie May Simon in 1936. He reached the pinnacle
of his fame when his Selected Poems won the 1938 Pul-
itzer Prize. The poetry of the final phase of his ca-
reer— XXIV Elegies (1935), South Star (1941), and
The Burming Mountain (1946)—is overtly regional in
character and reflects Fletcher's increasing preoccupa-
tion with the South and southern themes. He also
wrote his autobiography, Life Is My Song (1937), and a
highly regarded history of his home state, Arkansas
(1947). Nevertheless, Fletcher's bouts of depression
became deeper and more frequent, and in 1950 he
drowned himself in a small cattle pond near his home
in Little Rock.

Although some of Fletcher's poetry seems today to
be overly formal and flowery, at its best it is strikingly
original and elegantly phrased. He is significant his-
torically both as an Imagist and as a Fugitive-Agrari-
an; he was also the first southern writer involved in the
modernist movement and the first important figure in
the advent of the southern literary renaissance.

» Fletcher’s correspondence, papers, and library are in the
University of Arkansas Library. Charlie May Simon, Johns-
wood (1953), is an account of her life with Fletcher. A chro-
nology of his life and a set of annotated bibliographies, pri-
mary and secondary, can be found in Bruce Morton, Foln
Gould Flewher: A Bibliography (1979). See also Lucas Car-
penter, John Gould Fletcher and Southern Modernism (1990);
Edmund S. de Chasca, John Gould Fletcher and Imagiom
(1978); Glenn Hughes, I'magism and the Imagists (1931); Amy
Lowell, Tendencies in Modern Amencan Poetry (1917); and
Edna B. Stephens, Tohn Gould Fletcher (1967).

Lucas CARPENTER

FLEXNERJABSBRSN 13 Nov. 1866-21 Sept. 1959), ed-

ucational reformer, was born in Louisville, Kentucky,
the son of Moritz Flexner, a wholesale hat merchant
who was ruined in the panic of 1873, and Esther Abra-
ham, In 1884 a loan from his elder brother allowed
Flexner to enroll at Johns Hopkins University, where
he earned a B.A. in classics in two vears, the most
study he could afford. Flexner recalled his undergrad-
uate study as “the decisive moment of my life.” His
subsequent career was an elaboration of the ideals of a
new university (Hopkins was established in 1876) with
very little formal administration and a zealous faculty
training ambitious students.

Returning to Louisville, Flexner became a public
high school teacher, a job he held until 1890 when he
opened his own academy. “Mr. Flexner’s School,”
with none of the conventional educational apparatus:
no formal curriculum, no exams, no grades for classes
taken. Flexner married a former student, Anne La-
ziere Crawford, after her graduation from Vassar; they
subsequently had two daughters. The school’s success
in preparing students for admission to prestigious col-
leges brought some financial stability to Flexner and
his extended family, but the production of one of his
wife's plays on Broadway gave him financial inde-
pendence.

In 1905 Flexner closed his school and enrolled in
the psychology department at Harvard, earning an
M.A. in 1906. He was soon dissatisfied with the focus
on experimental psychology and left with his wife to
spend a year at the universities of Berlin and Heidel-
berg, where he could study whatever and with whoev-
er stimulated him. While in Germany, he wrote a
caustic commentary on the deficiencies of most of
American higher education that was published in 1908
as The American College. It caught the attention of
Henry Smith Pritchett, the president of the new Car-
negie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching,
who hoped that authoritative reports would help set
the agenda for educational reform. He engaged Flex-
ner to research and write the fourth report in this se-
ries, Medical Education in the United States and Cana-
da, published in 1910 and later known as the “Flexner
Report.”

FFor two years, Flexner visited each of the 155 medi-
cal schools in the United States and Canada, contrast-
ing their actual organization and facilities with the
emerging ideals of university-based medical educa-
tion. The report excoriated most schools and recom-
mended closing 120 of them. Flexner cast himself in
the report as exposing a “powerful and profitable vest-
ed interest [that] tenaciously resists criticism.” These
conclusions were not new to those active in medical
education reform, but the comprehensive scope and
investigatory style of the study brought it wide publici-
ty and established Flexner as a tough-minded expert at
just the moment such authority was highly prized. In
1910, Flexner returned to Europe to survey academic
medicine for Bulletin no. 6 of the Carnegie Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Teaching: Medical Fduca-
non in Europe, a much more approving report.
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At this time, Flexner also began working with the
Rocketeller philanthropies. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.,
retained him in 1910 to research the regulanon and
suppression of prostitution in Europe. Flexner also
prepared a special report for the Rockefeller Founda-
tion on the Johns Hopkins Medical School. which re-
sulted in a §1 million endowment grant. The thor-
oughness of both studies resulted in Flexner's
appointment as assistant secretary to the Rockefeller-
funded General Education Board in 1913,

During his tenure on the board from 1913 w0 1928,
Flexner became secretary and head of the Division of
Studies and devoted most of his effort to primary edu-
cation (laying the basis for the Lincoln School at Co-
lumbia Teachers College), the humanities, and, most
important, medical education. He was determined
that the future of medical education lie with universi-
ties and not with local medical elites. Flexner devel-
oped and oversaw a program of significant endowment
grants to those universities which agreed 1o organize
their medical schools on the basis of “the full-time
plan,” that is, paying salaries to clinical faculty rather
than allowing them to earn fees for service. With prac-
tical command of Rockefeller medical philanthropy,
Flexner directed more than $78 million to schools that
adhered to his often quite detailed requirements, nev-
er hesitating to break old or to broker new relation-
ships among medical schools, universities, hospitals,
and local philanthropists. He specified the maximum
salaries for different faculty ranks and dismissed all
criticism because “the soundness of reform can never
be left to a majority vote, else the human race would
still be in the state of cave men.” By restricting Rocke-
feller support to those schools, Flexner knit together a
disjointed collection of institutionally weak medical
schools into a fundamentally interrelated national sys-
tem. Sometimes abrasive and always cocksure, he was
for fifteen years the principal arbiter of the institution-
al development of American medical educarion.

The several Rockefeller philanthropies were reor-
ganized in 1928, and the new leadership deliberately
excluded Flexner from the new structure. His domi-
neering style had become a threat to the public legiti-
macy of the foundations. Initally shocked, Flexner ac-
cepted a generous pension from John D. Rockefeller,
Jr. Invited 1o Oxford to deliver the 1928 Rhodes Trust
Memorial Lectures, Flexner used the opportunity to
spend a year in England and Germany developing his
lectures into an influential comparative study, Unrver-
stties: American, English, German (1930), which pro-
claimed thar unfettered research was the core function
of the modern university. He particularly applauded
the opportunities for postdoctoral study provided by
German universitics.

On his return to the United States, Flexner was ap-
proached by Felix Bamberger and Caroline Bamber-
ger Fuld, sibling department store owners, who of-
fered to support the development of a postdoctoral
institution in New Jersey. Flexner agreed 1o guide the
creation of a center where prominent scholars could
pursue their research withour distractions, including
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that of teaching. The Institute for Advanced Study
was founded in 1931 in Princeton with Flexner as di-
rector, In selecting subjects for the institute's
“schools,” Flexner focused first on mathematics as
*both fundamental and severe.” Together with Prince-
ton mathematician Oswald Veblen, he selected and re-
cruited its stellar initial faculty, including refugee
scholars such as Albert Einstein and John Von Neu-
mann. Flexner’s leadership of the institute combined
the great liberality of his vision with a contemprtuous
inflexibility in dealing with disagreements. He re-
mained director of the institute untl 1939, establish-
ing a second school in economics and beginning the
construction of an independent campus (the first of-
fices of the institute were ar Princeton University).

For the next twenty years, Flexner remained active
writing books and maintaining an extensive and mina-
tory correspondence with contemporary foundation
executives, criticizing their emphasis on programs
made up of small projects and their avoidance of the
deep institutional support he had practiced. He died in
Falls Church, Virginia.

Flexner's educational philosophy was grounded in
highly particular, somewhat rarefied experiences—
Johns Hopkins University in its early years and the
glamorized German university—but his acerbic and
direct rhetorical style made him one of the best-known
educational reformers of his generation. His strategies
for reform, though financially and politcally costly,
provided the new philanthropic foundations with the
means to establish their visible role in American or-
ganizational life.

» Flexner's papers are in the Library of Congress. Other ar-
chival sources include the holdings of the Rockefeller Ar-
chive Center, Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.; the files of the Institute
for Advanced Study at the Mudd Library, Princeton Univer-
sity; and the papers of Simon Flexner at the American Philo-
sophical Society, Philadelphia. Flexner published two mem-
oirs: [ Remember (1940) and Abraham Flexner: An
Autobiography (1960). During his retirement he wrote two bi-
ographies: Henry S. Pritchen (1940) and Dantel Cour Gilman
(1946), His Funds and Foundations (1952) captures his dis-
taste for all foundation methods but his own. Studies of his
career include Steven C. Wheatley, The Politics of Philanthro-
py: Abraham Flexner and Medical Educarion (1988); Michael
R. Harris, Frve Counter-Revolunonaries in Higher Educanon
(1970); Thomas Neville Bonner, “Searching for Abraham
Flexner,” Acadennc Medicine 73 (Feb, 1998): 160-66; Ronald
E. Movrich, “Before the Gates of Excellence: Abraham Flex-
ner and Education, 1866-1918" (Ph.D. diss., Univ. of Calif_,
Berkeley, 1981); and Laurie Smith Porter, “From Intellectu-
al Sanctuary to Social Responsibility: The Founding of the
Institute for Advanced Swudy, 1930-1933" (Ph.D. diss.,
Princeton Univ., 1988). The large literature on the “Flexner
Report™ and its implications is well summarized in Thomas
Newville Bonner, “Abraham Flexner and the Historians,”
Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences 45
(1990): 3-10. See also Daniel M. Fox, “Abraham Flexner's
Unpublished Report: Foundations and Medical Education,
1909-1928." Bulletin of the History of Medicine 54 (1980):
475-96.

STEVEN C. WHEATLEY
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August 7, 1981

Mr. Bernard Magil
Ridge Lane
Hampton Bays, New York 11946

Dear Mr. Magil:

Thank you for your letter of 3 August 1981,
coneerning your brief biography of Abraham Flexmer.

The information you have on the Institute for
Advanced Study is correct, and Mrs. Fuld's first
name was Caroline.

With all best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Aida L. La Brutte
Secretary to the Director
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Ridge Lane
Hampton Bays, N.Y. 11946

August 3, 1531

Public Information Department
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.,J.

Gentlemen:

For a biographical dictionary of great American reformers,
which is to be published by the H.W, Wilson Co., I am writing a
brief biography of Abraham Flexner. In 1930 he founded the Insti-
tute for Advanced Study with the help of a $5,000,000 contribution
by Louis Bamberger and his sister, Mrs, Felix Fuld, 1 have been
unable to ascertain the first name of Mrs, Fuld. I therefore turn
to you in the hope that you may be able to provide this information.

Thank you very much.
Cordially,

.S,
(Sorianf /»/

Bernard Magi
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August 19, 1980

Mr. Romald F. Movrich

Center for Studies in Higher Education
University of California

Berkeley, California 94720

Dear Mr. llovrich:

Thank you for yours of 13 August 1980. If Martin Trow saw reference
to a collection of essays dealing with the history of the Institute for
Advanced Study, he has seen something which I have not. I know of no such
work, though we have announced the publication this October of a directory
of former members, to celebrate our 50th anniversary this year. It is

called A Community of Scholars, and I enclose a form letter announcing its
publication dﬁﬁti it interest you.

The Institute does not maintain a formal archive, nor does it have in
its possession any significant papers dealing with the individuals who
constitute its life blood. The distinguished members of the Institute have
given their papers to various institutions, for example, J. Robert
Oppenheimers and John von Neumann's papers are in the Library of Congress.
The Eisstein papers are here, but they belong to the Einstein Estate and
are being prepared for publication by the Princeton University Press. My
guess is you will find more of the Abraham Flexner collection at the
Library of Congress and elsewhere than here for all we hmve are rather
routine business notes.

In any case, I am delighted to learn that you are doing a dissertation
on Abraham Flexner, and if I can be of any other assistance please let me
‘ know.

Sincerely yawrs,

Harry Woolf

cc. Martin Trow
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

BERKELEY * DAVIS * IRVINE * LOS ANCELES * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO SANTA DARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

CENTER FOR STUDIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

13 August 1980

Dr. Harry Woolf
Institute For Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Woolf:

I am a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of California, Berkeley,
writing a doctoral thesis on the life of Abraham Flexner. Professor
Martin Trow, Director of the Center For Studies in Higher Education
here at Berkeley, recently recalled seeing a notice of a publication--as
he remembers, a collection of essays--dealing with the history of
the Institute. But Professor Trow, whom I serve as a research
assistant, could not recall the specifics of the publication. Nor
could I find a lead to this work in Books In Print. Has the Institute
published such a study? If so, I would be interested in it, particularly
since it might shed light on my thesis topic.

This leads to another question which I would like to put to you.
Does the Institute maintain an archive, or have in its possession
papers or other manuscript materials? If it does, would these be open
to scholarly research? I plan to visit the East Coast later this year
to pursue my doctoral work and have already spent a good deal of time
in the Abraham Flexner collection at the Library of Congress and the
Simon Flexner collection in Philadelphia.

I would be grateful for any assistance that you can render.

Sincerely,

Ronald F. Movrich
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Mrs. Psul Lewinson
1718 Army Navy Drive
Arlington, Virginia

Sept. 27, 1959

Dear Mr. leidesdorf

My sister and I wish to send you our heartfelt thanks
and appreciation for the telegrams from yourself and the institu-
tions that you are connected with and for the beauntiful flowers
vhich added so much to the besuty of the services for my father
in Louisville. Please express our gratitude to the Board of
Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study and to the Board of
the New York University Belleview Medical Center and to its direc-
tor Dr. Armstrong. We shell treasure these messeges.

Sincerely yours,
Jean Flexmer Lewinson

copied
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23 October 1959

Dear Professor Bassi:

On behalf of the Director and
the Faculty, this is to ecknowledge and thank
you for your letter of September 30th, and
for your expression of sympathy on the death
of Dr. Abraham Flexner.

Mre. Wilder Hobson
Secretary to the Director

Professor Achille Bassi

Escola de Engenharia de Sao Carlos
Rua 9 de Julho, 1227

Sao Carlos, Sao Pmulo

Brasil
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UNIVERSIDADE DE SAO PAULO o
ESCOLA DE ENGENHARIA DE SAO CARLOS

FUA @ DE JULHO, 1227 — FONE % — SAO CARLOS — SAO PAULO

DM-128
zﬁ;adn

S8o Carlos, September 30, 1959

Dear Sir:

I was informed that Frofessor Abraham Plexner
died recently.

I have met him in 13936, at Princeton, and
greatly appreciated his personality.

I am aware how much is indepted to him the
high American scientific and humanistic culture and in
particular the Institute of Advanced Study..

Please transmit my regrets and those of all
professors of this department to his family and to

the scientific family of the Institute,

Al e Pate —
Achille Bassi

01ld Professor of the University of Bolognsa.

Head of the Department of Mathematics of the
Escola de Engenharia de S8o Carlos da Univer
gidade de S3o0 Paulo,

Member of the Institute in 1936.
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PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY

Telephone MUrray Hill 3-2845

p ué&désrd = =
15 EAST FORTIETH STREET

NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

March 8, 1958

Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton
New Jersey

Gentlemen:

The city of Hamat Gan, in Israel, is setting up a Museum and
Gallery of Great Jews, along the lines of my book "The Hebrew
Impact on Western Civilization." The mayor of the city,

Mr. Krinizi, has set aside two acres atop a hill, surrounded

by a park and overlooking both cities, Ramat Gan and Tel Aviv,

A consulting committee of Israeli, American and European scholars
has been appointed to act in advisory capacity. I feel gratified
to have been honored with the recuest to join the Committee.

The Municipality of Hamat Gan has decided to arrange for a public
laying of the cornerstone of the edifice on the day of the cele-
bration of the tenth anniversary of Israel's independence.

The Museum and Gallery will contain portraits of the great men of
Jewish faith of all times; under each portrait will be a very
brief interpretation of the individusl's contribution to Western
Civilization.

In connection with the above, and after careful deliberation, I
have suggested to the Committee the inclusion of Abraham Flexmer's
name. I have no doubt that my suggestion will be accepted.

May I recuest you to send me a photograph of Mr. Flexner which
will be forwarded to Hamat Gan?

I should like to thank you in behalf of the municipality of Hamat
Gan as well as in behalf of the Committee for your kind cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

/)
el 74 A SISy
\ LY L LR

ddr/mm Dagobert D. Runes, Ph.D.
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5 T
13°non [
RAMAT GAN LB

ninsy
MUNICIPALITY

A 2

No.24103

17th January, 195
s f
(gihﬂfvj}/

Professor Dagobert D. Runcs,
Philosophical Library,

15 East Fortieth Street,
New York 16 1"1!:_

Deer Prof. Runcs,

Thank you ever so much for your kind puidance and generous
cooperation.

Our Great Poct Zalman Shneur, Professor Joseph Klausner and
Professor MNahum Slouschz have all most enthusiastically endorsed the
project of setting up the Husewn and Gallery of Great Jews along the
lines of THW HENMAW ILPACT O WESTERN CIVILIZATION and amgreed to act
as an advisory council.

It is the ambition of this Municipality to erect an edifice
worthy of the lofty cause it is to secrve.

The Muscum and Gallery of Great Jews of all times is desipgned
to gdve our people in Isracl & true perspective of the magnitude of the
contribution our racec has made to civilization and to serve as a beacon
for our youth pointing thc way they should follow,
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

ROOM 628 MURRAY HILL 7-0674

M&y 10, 1957

Dear Dr. Oppednheiwer:

I hope you have not been uneasy lor
fear that I have been carelesas with the accounts
you sent me of Frofessors Binstein, von Neumann,
and Weyl. 1 have turned them over to ths editor
ol my publishers, Simon ana Schuster, and they
will come back to me &s 3con 28 he has 1inished
with them. I shall tuke good care to see that
they are returned to you betore I leave for the
sunmer a month hence.

Very siacerely jyour [riend,

Dr. rnobert Oppenhelmer
The Instituts for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

al:ESB
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TIME FILED

NDO. WD5.-CL. OF SVC. PD. OR COLL. CASH KD,

Send the following message, sulject (o the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

To Trustees:

Mrs. Flexner died last Tuesday
in Providence, Rhode Island, after a long illness.

Robert Oppenheimer
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March 1, 19L9

As you already know and as you suggested, the prints are now in the Cest
Oriental Library in its new home at the Princeton University Library.
The Trustees have asked me t0 express their gretitude in the

Dr. Abraham Fleamer

Copy: Mr. Maass
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January 13, 1949

Dear Mr, Boyd:

Thank you for your good note and for sending me
the copy of the letter to Flexner, I am quite content to

leave the acknowledgement forms entirely to your own good
taste.

I am sending you a letter from Duyvendak, which
you may wish to read and retum.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer

Mr, Julian Boyd, Librarian
Princeton University Library
Pﬂno‘tm’ N. J.
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

THE LIBRARY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

JuLiaN P. Boyp, Librarian
LAWRENCE HEYL, 4ssociate Librarian

(htein P by
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
THE LIBRARY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Juriax P. Boyp, Librarian
Lawrence HEYL, dssociate Librarian

January 14, 1949

Dr. Abraham PFlasxner
5§22 FiLfth Avenue
New York 18, New York

iy deur Dr., Flexner:

Dr. Oppenheimer has transmipfied to the Library
the four beantiful Jaspancse [ ri have been so gene
arously presented to the Gost Or on l rary through
you na & pift from Anne crsv;- : I have shown
thsse to Profansora Rowley nnd thqy are partio=-
ularly appresciastive.

I am nolknowl sdrinp eee In Lthiae informal way
sinoe the formal LibLphp e dpements ars phrased to
oover pifts to the n\iInYversity Library and the
ownership of the fJe 41 Library still vests in the
Instituts for Advanodg e 1 hope you will acocept thie
infornality 1L kno drfe that It conveye & very sin-
cnre expresesl of zpetitude for your kindness,

i pards, I am

Cordially youre,

Julian P, Boyd
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Decenter 31, 1948

Dear Dr. Flexmer:

This is to acknowledge the receipt of the four lovely panels
at the Institute.

Dr. Oppenheimer has spoken to the Librarian at the University
about them, and they are being sent to him to see whether there is place for
then in the Oest Oriental Iibrary. In the meantime, I just wanted you to
know they had arrived.

Yours sincarely,

(Mre, John D, Leary)
Aide to the Director
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER ,x'o\
522 FIFTH AVE. :
NEW YORK 18. N. Y.

December 20, 1948
Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

I wish to confirm our telephone
conversation held a few moments ago. I shall
have sent to the Institute the four panels.

I stipulate only that the Institute should mark
each in an artistic way as gift of
Anne Crawford Flexmer

If the Gest Oriental Library has no place for
them, perhaps Dr. Dewald would be glad to have
them in the Art Museum.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer s

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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November 21, 1948

Dear Miss Jordan:

I have your letter of November 17th in which you
request photographs of Dr., Abraham Flexner. Dr. Flexner
retired as Director of the Institute for Advanced Study in
1939 and his files are no lorger available at the Institute.
I suggest that you write to Dr, Flexner's office in New York
at 522 Fifth Avenue., I am sure that he or his secretary
will be pleased to consider your requaest.

Yours sincerely,

Katherine Russell,
Director's Office

Miss Sarah Jordan

Press and PMublications Division-0II
Department of State

250 West S7th St,

New York, N. Y.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE % g
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER | [gu.fp
522 FIFTH AVE. 7} H
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 2

November 17, 1948
Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

I have your kind congratulatory note
of November 11, I should have replied to it more
promptly, but I spent the birthday week-end with my
daughter in Arlington, Virginia, and did not return
until yesterday.

At the moment 1 see no chance of
visiting Princeton, but I shall not hesitate to
ask the privilege vhen I have an opportunity.

With every good wish,

Sincersly yours,

A5 T S SO

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ECB
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVE.
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Mzarch
26th

1948

Dear Doctor Oppenheimer:

I have been pondering over your letter
of March 22nd. I do not find it easy to answer, for
it fills me with & certein kind of fear for your
future and that of the Institute. I cannot but wonder
whether a precedent has not been crested which may be
embarrassing in the future. On the other hand, I am
more and more persuaded that I must do nothing that
will increase or anticipate difficulties for you or
your associates.

I should not blame you if my previous
letters have given you grave concern. May I ask you
to cancel anything in them that may trouble you?

With my best wiches for you personally
and for the Institute, believe me

Ever sincerely,

VI R 7 S

Abrzham Flexner

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.
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Merch 22, 1948

Dear Dr. Flexnerg

When we had our long Lelk many weeks &go I promised to write to you
when the de Tolney decision was made. It is tine that I do thst,

. sfter our Lelk I agein discussed with de Tolnay!s collezguce throughe &
out the Institute their willingness to reopen the deeision so firmly expréssed
by them lsst yesr, In the neture of the cese only Penofsky woulc be in any way
professionally qualified to eveluste de Tolney's work, though most of us - es
& ley public = have resd and exemined it., Penofsky wes quite unwilling to be- 3
come involved in any way because of the bitterness which ettaches to this
relationship. The other membere of the Faculty were, however, unwilling to
reopen the case and requested me to accept their earlier recommendation as a
tinding one. :

Quite spart from whether it will in the future bLe necesssry or desir-
shie to rollow such & procedure of inviting Faculty concurrence on problems of
this kind, I recognize that in this situstion I hod no option wshich would not
meeninglesely ana grevely orfena my colleagues. And this more particulerly
gince nothing wes available to me in the wey of nrofessionnl insight or speeciel
informaetion wihiich would esteilish my compelence &s compered o theirs,

I therefore informed de Tolnay thet it woulc not be possible to con=~
tinue his relations with the Institute, at the-same time expressing my profound
regret thet we were abendoning in mid-eir & projeet sc hopefully insugursted,

I know that you will share tils regret &nd I elso koow tort et other times in
other hends the matber would heve founc & different disposition, It is my
understending that de Tolnay woul: with high probability find his work supported

by & Guggenhela Fellowship, It is my hope thet this will be lie cese &nd thet i
however inedequate and ludicrous our performsnce, his own work will rot fuffer

iron it.

In most other ways the [ustitute is prospering and I have s not un=
hopeful feeling for its future, When some of the hopes are translated into
history I shail want very much to telk to you.

Witk ei4 cordiel anc waru gocd wishes, ' .

Fobert Oppenhelmer

‘Ire Abranam Flexmer
518

Room
522 Fifth Avenue
"Hew York 18, New York

1 ¥R
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"’ Tllzr Rbodes Scbalarship Crust.

OFFICE OF THE SWARTHMORE COLLEGE,
AMERICAN SECRETARY. SWARTHMORE, PA.

;o P 11 n:rw
| N |

MNasyw art .
L H
hat do vou think of this
draft of a letter to Dr. Flexner? It is
a difficult Btter to write, but this
secmed Lo me the '_'_I_nx_. e ol Tf‘ t'[.rr-r_
is anything you think ht to be changed,
nlease lat now
. . A
urs sincerely,
T N S A Yot —~
T o 0 oers pennelrmesr
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December 16th, 1947
Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Aydelotte wrote me & note which I received yesterday. He has probably
shown you my reply dated December 15th.

This morning, I re-read my letter to you and Aydelotte's reply to me.
May I venture, in £ll kindness, to say that I am afraid you are making & second
mistake? Aydelotte writes: "I believe that Dr. Oppenheimer intends to review
the matter with the fzculty".

I wonder if you have ever heard of a faculty that has actuzlly been
intelligent, courageous, and wise? I have been dealing with institutions of
learning for over forty years. My experience with feculties leads me to dis-
trust their wisdom, generosity or farsightedness. While I hate to refer you to
my own books, may I call your ettention to the chapter on the Institute for
Advanced Study in I REMEMBER (p.356), especially psges 363 and the paragreph
beginning on the lasst line of psge 365 and concluding on pege 3667

Do not be offended....do not misunderstand me.....if, in &l11 kindness,
I say to you whet I think a man of my yeers ought to be able to say,without of-
fense,to & young and brilliant man like yourself: no faculty could act wisely
or farsightedly in the mess in which the Institute has become involved with de
Tolnay. Only & leader can cure that. If I were in your shoes, I should not
give a2 pin for the advice of any man on the Institute faculty. I should see
for myself what needed to be done and I should do it, seeking only the approba-
tion of the Trustees, whose word must necessarily be final.

Vho have been the great educational crestors in Americen educstion?
President Eliot - who led! President Gilmen - who led! Dr. Welch - who led!
George Hele - who led! My brother, Simon - who led! My brother has told me -
not once but many times - that he never summoned the members of the Institute
to consult on questions of policy. I reorganized American medical education
but I led. Of course, I consulted. I have travelsd all over the western world
getting advice from those who knew things thet T did not know. Then I trusted
my own faculties and proposed to the General FEducation Board as I did to the
Trustees of the Institute for Advenced Study. Of course I made mistskes - and
if you are interested to know what they were, I shall be happy to tell you - but
I should have made many more if I had summoned the faculty and asked for their
edvice. The judgment of Gilman, Eliot, Welch, Mall, Helsted and Hale, and the
leading thinkers and investigatore in England, France, Scendinavia, Germany and
Itely a1l counted. I deserve no credit for originality. Perhaps I deserve
some credit for courage - which is all I deserve in connection with the bulletins
on medical education. Professor Koyce once said to me: "I have no difficulty in
understending Hagels Absolute....vwhat I can't understand is the telk that takes
place at faculty meetings!” During my time at Princeton, Professor Morse daid to
me one day: "At Harvard the faculty would have spent two days on that agenda and
you spent twenty minutesl"

More than ever I am anxious to meet you and I am not ashamed to ssy it.
I will listen to anybody, but I will not abide by a vote. If I haven't the in-
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telligence, surely the intelligence doesn't reside in e majority vote of persons
who - whatever their individusl merits in their own subjects - know very little
of the history of thought and progress.

Forgive my concern. I am concerned for you - very deeply.....&nd
concerned for the Institute - very deeply concerned....and I know th=t if Mr.
Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld were alive, they would approve the steps which I have
taken.

I hope you will see your way to get through ell manner of red tape
and, regardless of the approval or disapprovel of the faculty, do what your own
sense of justice tells you to do in dealing with & young scholar whose whole
work and whole career will be ruined if his work at the Institute is terminsted
next June.

With every good wish,
Sincerely your friend,
QP Plosians

=
/

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF FIJ



Records of the Offfge of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 1942- — -

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA . J
1
" ABRAHAM FLEXNER 1 / n | l."
g . 522 FIFTH AVE. 7~ 1T AUL Y
€, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 2! /1 g/

December 10, 1947
Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:
On April 15 I wrote you the following note:

"Uoctor Aydelotie has written me & confidential letter,
informing me that you have been chosen to be his successor.

I can hardly find words to express my gratification.
The Institute offers & superb opportunity for American scholership
and science. In my opinion, you azre ideelly qualified to zccept
the Directorship. Not since Gilmen wes made President of Johns
Hopking has & more fortunate choice been made!

I am extremely eager to meet you when you come Eust.
Please let me know, so that 1 can see you &nd mzke your
ecquaintance elther in New York or Princeton."

A4 week later you replied to me zs follows:

"It gave me the greatest pleasure to have your little note
of April 15. 1 know to what extent the Institute at Princeton
wag conceived and nurtured by you, znd it is a great source of
confort to me that you should thirk my hands appropriate for
carrying on the work. I shall often wish to have your counsel.

I know that I come to this position rather woefully
ill-gualified for it, but your note gives me confidence thet you
will be glad to advise me on the many occasions when I shall have
need for that."

We ere now approaching Christmus, and I have not heard from you. Mean-
while, two or three members of the faculty of the Institute have spoken to me
frankly and in unpleasant terms about what is heppening there. I have said nothing
to enyone, but yesterday Dr. de Tolnay ceme to see me and told me that he had been
notified by you and Dr. Aydelotte that on the first of June, 1948, his connection
with the Institute would cease.

I owe a very great debt to the memory of Mr. Bemberger and Mrs. Fuld.
When they first approached me in 1930, they told me that they wished to establish
a medicel school at Newark. I persuaded them that that wes impracticable and
undesirzble and that it would be fur more to their credit and the credit of American
scholarship and science if they established the Institute for Advanced Study. They
followed my edvice and gave me every possible opportunity.

I had et one time thought that having retired from the Directorship my
duty to them ceased. I no longer hold this opinion. I think I =m under an absolute
obligation to them and to American scholarship to bring the Institute beck to the
ideal, the realization of which wes their object, and I propose to use every honorzble
means of doing this. The termination of de Tolnay's work on Michael Angelo, which
has been as creditsble & performance as anything done by any other member of the
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Institute, is an outrage. The first volume hés had to be reprinted. The second
volume is going to be reprinted. The third volume is going through the press.
Three volumes remiin, for which de Tolnay has the material in hand. For years
Professor Panofsky hes been ins=nely jealous of a younger men, whose career he
should have encouraged in every possible way. This is not the only time when
Panofsky's smallness as a man has been mede evident. He told me on one occasion
that he would never again enter the Morgan Library becsuse of something Miss Belle
Greene had said or done. I said to him,

"Professor Panofsky, you need the Morgan Library. I am going to make an
appointment for you to call on Miss Belle Greene. If you fail to keep that
appointment, I shall bring the matter before the Trustees and urge your dismissal."

Needless to say, Panofsky called on Miss Greene &t the appointed time.

About two years mgo Panofsky came to see me in my office hers. In the course
of our conversation I mentioned de Tolnzay's work. He said,

"I have not spoken to de Tolney for several years, and I will never speak
to him &s long as I live."

I replied, "Professor Panofsky, if I were Director, I would serve you
with an ultimatum. You would spezk to de Tolnay and coBperate with him or I would
urge the Trustees to drop you from the faculty."

He rushed out of my office like a mad man, and I have not seen him or
heard from him since.

De Tolnay's work on Michael Angelo snd similsr subjects must be completed.
A university or a research institute cannot arop & men doing work of this kind without
suffering the conseauences. Unless the Trustees reverse their zction and continue
the support of de Tolnay, which is far too niggurdly, I shall bring the matter to the
ettention of the whole American publie, for the Institute has violated fresdom of
learning, and it cannot do that with impunity. My voice still carries weight, and
the American academic public knows me too well to believe that I would eritiecise ad-
versely you or the Trustees or the Institute unless you had done something which you
and they should never have done. I shall give you the benefit of every doubt, for
I cannot believe that you ars familiar with what has happened and what is involved.
I shall not act hastily, for such is not my nature, but I shzll expect a reply within
a reasonable time.

If you desire to discuss the situation with me rather than to write about
it, T shall be very happy to see you. I would be willing to come to Princeton, but
I have had an attack of laryngitis, which mekes traveling inadvisable at this moment.

With every good wish,

Sincerely ycurs,

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer (]Jf’“fﬁuyfl“““—*- ijl&AfAAJVAT

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:EEB
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January 28, 1946

Dr. Abrahem Flexner
522 Fifth Avenue
New York 18, New York
Dear Dr. Flexner:
Thank you for your letter of January 23rd which I
found on my desk when I returned from a week's holiday
this morming. Enclosed herewith are excerpts from the
Minutes of the Board concerming your retiring allowance.
I hope ;hi.l will give you the information you need and
that the delay in sending it has not seriously inconveniencged

you,

Yours sincerely,

Jane S, Richardson
Secretary to Dr. Aydelotte

FAijsr
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EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY - NOVEMBER 24, 1939

"The metter of Dr. Flexner's salsry, pension, &nd title naving been
left by the Trustees to the Executive Committee with power, it was voted
that Dr, Flexner receive full salsry for the remainder of the calender
year, 1939. It wes voted that the resclution pessed on Jenuary 9, 1933,
that upon his retirement Dr, Flexmer receive a pension of $8,000.00 per yeer
and that in the event of nis desth there be puid to his wife, Anne Crawford
Flexner, should she survive him, during the period of her widowhood, & pension
of £5,000.00, be emended in respect to the amounts mentioned end thet
Dr, Flexner's pension be fixed at $12,000.00 per year beginning Jenuery 1,
1940, and thet his wife, Anne Crawford Flexner, in the event that she survives
ner husband snould receive & pension of one nalf tne amount, that is,
$6,000.00 per yeer, during ner widowhood."

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY - JANUARY 22, 1940
"Mr. Maass stated thet the minutes of the meeting of the Executive

Committee held on November 24, 1939, had been distributed, and, on motion,
they were ratified."
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January <3, 1946
Dear Dr. Flexmer:

I tekz plcusure in sending you & copy
of Bulletin No. 11, our letest, under sepersate
cover, You probadly alresdy have tals bulletin,
since you ere of courss on our permencul mailing
list, but I send No. 1l elong In cese ihere
way heve been & slip-up. The new bulletin is
being prepered but #ill not ¢ppear for some
weeks. You mey be sure thet we shell send it
to you &8 soon &8s it comes frum the printers.

Hoping thut we muy heve the pleesure
of & visit from you at the Institute soon,

Ifours very sincerely,

Secretery Lo Dr. Aydelotte

P.s. 1 ‘Lke the liberty ol answsering your
letter in Miss Richurdson's cbsencs. KX

Dr. Abrehen Flexner
Cernegie Foundation
522 Fifth kvenue
New York 18, N. Y,

FhsKK
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January 23, 1946
Dear Dr. Flexner:

I teke plessure in sending you & copy il
of Bulletin No. 11, our latest, under separate . _'ﬂ
cover. You probably already have this bulletin, . ‘,3
since you are of courss on our permanent mailing ‘

. 1ist, but I send No. 11 along in case there -
may have been & slip-up. The new bulletin is g

. A

being prepered but will not sppear for some f‘:“

weeks. You mey be sure that we shall send it A

to you es soon &s it comes from the printers. 2

Hoping that we may have the pleasure

of a visit from you at the Institute soom,
Yours very sincerely,
Eecret.ary.t.o Dr. Aydelotte ‘
P.S., 1 e the liberty of answering your . 3
let in Miss Richardson's sbsence. KK
Dr. Abraham Flexmer
Carnegie Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York 18, N, Y,
FAiKK
-:f.?I*_.
w1

‘_.
Lap——r

%
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

May 8th, 1945

Dear Frank:

Your telegram reached me
the day it was sent., HNow, for the
first time since Ben passed away, I
have spent the morning dictating re-
plies to letters and telegrams.

I told my sister that I
had heard from you and that you and
Marie sent us an expression of heart-
felt sympathy. ©She asked me to
express her appreciation as I do mine.

Ever sincerely,

C.. £

Dr, Frank Aydelotte
Olden Lane /7
Princeton, New Jersey
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Jenuery 22, 1946

Miss Jeane Richerdson

Institute for Advenced
Study

frinceton, New Jersey

Desr Miss Richardson:

I should like very much to have &
copy of your latest bulletin, znd I wish
very much thet you would put me on your
reguler meiling list.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

At o ) loy s,

AF:GH
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April 17, 1945

"Dear lMr. Moe:

"I am greatly relieved to receive this
morning your letter of April 16th, I think the
position which your committee has taken in cone
sidering the question of my renomination is
perfectly sound. I understand and I approve.

"If in the future I can be of any
service to you or to the Trustees, do not
hesitate to consult me, but I do not wish any
responsibility for the future of the Institute;
and I do appreciate the respect which I have
received,

"With all good wishes for the Institute
end the Trustees, I am

Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER"
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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Jenuery 2%, 18486

Miss Jane Hichardson

Institute for Adveanced
Study

Princeton, N. J.

Dear Miss Richardson:

I wrote to you yesterdey, but
neglected to say that I should like =
copy of the resolution passed by the
Boerd fixing my retiring sllowsnce.

I should be greastly obliged if
you would send this to me.

Sincerely yours,

AF:GH '7
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Dear Dr, Flexnetp:

It 1i» turn this year to be chalrman of the nominating
committee of the nstitnte for Advance’ Study., The committee had
& westing last Friday sm!, contimaing a line of thinking that has
been und=r Jdizcussicn during the years 1 have served on the commit-
tee, it was desidad that the nominating committee had a duty to
meke & start Dy its recommendations toward reducing the average
age of the Boaru of Trustees, It wa: Telt that for continuity of
policy and for understanding of tie future of the Institute in the
light of knowledge of its founders' purposes, ccmparatively youmg
men now should be adled to the Soard, w go by @association, in and
out of meetings, with those whe have the vision of the founders
will cateh that vision and carry it on. I trust that you will

greo with that pesition, I rememher Ciscussing much the seme Ghﬂﬁl
with Senator Ouggenheinm a few yeer: hefore hia death and that he
tock steps to add youmnger Trustees to tue Board of Irustees of the
John oimon Gugrenheim Memorisl Foundztion.

It 1s in thds spirit and with this purpose thtt the nomi-
nating committee deciled not to renominats you to ths Board nsut
rathier to nominate & youncer man for the ensuing five-year term.
Wa trust that you will botn understand and approve of this aetion.

W2 want you to know in advance what cur recommendation is to bej fu!ﬂ
the man who was the Institute's organizing Director has most spe

claims tc our courtesy unc consideration.

Witn the respect I have always had for you since I, as a
very young foundation officer, met & grest one,

Sincersly yours,

Henry Allen Moe

Dr, Abrahzm ¥lexner
150 Rast 724 Streat
New York City

M:l
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18, N. v,

December 20, 1944

Dear Frank:

I have received your letter
of December 18 enclosing z copy of the
request of Dr. Erhardt. I am sure that
Dr, Warren can be of great service to the
0ffice of Foreign Service, and I thoroughly
approve an indefinite leave of absence.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

AF:ECB
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

November 21, 1944
Dear Frank:

When writing yesterday I should
have thanked you for the notice that Professor
Rabl had won a Nobel Prize. I &m delighted for
his sake and for the sake of the Institute. It
is distinction of this sort that led to the
establishment of the Institute.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

v

Dr. Frank Aydelotte —
The Institute for Advanced Study Z
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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‘ nwﬁhcr 21, 1944 .

Dear Dr. Flexner: i . ,r
I midaiightaﬁ to hear 'hhl‘t you can b T.
‘attend the siesting on the twentyleighth and _+
1 am informing every oiy councerned. Irh__ope :
" | rowe 'ahal} h ve hetter weithar tho:u we have ) 5
{ today. ) , e
) With kindesp regards, 1 .a : B
e | £ urs sincerely, R
«(_\ ' ' frank Aydelotte ' ‘ . -
| . y ! A { i e
\\ , Or. Abraham ¥ lexner *
R Sox Tork 18, B0 1.

PR



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 1942-
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

November 20, 1944
Dear Frank:

I had not expected to come
to the Board meeting called for the
28th, but my appointments have now
changed, and I find that I shall be
able to come. I assume that Edgar and
Miss Richardson should be notified of
this change of plan.

This is & vile day here, and
we are promised sleet and snow this
afternoon and evening. I hope that you
are warm at home and at Fuld Hall and
that all is well with you and Marie and
Bill.

Ever sincerely,
a7
Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study

Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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J CLasE OF SERVICE [ESIRED A
DOMESTIC CABLE
TELEGRAM ORTINARY
(A7} URGENT
CERWAL DLrTARED
NIGHT HIGHT
LETTER LETTER
Pabroes ahodd check clzam ol service
damred; otberwise the message will be
tramsmitted 38 ¥ telegram of
Y srdirary cablegram s

WESTERN"

UNION

A N, WILLIAMS
FRESIDENT

7 CHECK \

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION

S

TIME FILED

i A

Send the following telegram, subject fo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

To_Dr. Frank Aydelotte

Care of or Apt. No. Institute for Advenced Study

Street and No.

Place Princeton, New Jersey

Thenk you ior telegram. Sorry I cannot reach New York for funersl.
Deeply grieved by Mrs. Fuld's death.

oigned:

Onterio, Canada

Abrehsmn Flexmer

Received July 19, 1944

FOR VICTORY
BUY

~ || WAR BONDS
TODAY

Sender's name and address

(For reference only)

Sender's telephone

number
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vaterford, Connecticut
July 17, 1744

Dear Dr,. Fiexncr:

kany thanks for your ietter of Juiy twelfth,
You wiil be invaluable on this Comuittes offi Hesolutious,

I am sorry to report to you that we hear
disturving news about Lrs. Fulce, karie and I dined with
her just before sh. 1.ft for Lake Placid and she did not
seck too well then, e heard that th stoou the trip
(which she made iu an ambulance) as well as coul: be ex-
pected, but duri.g the last few days she has taken & turn
for .he worse and kr. cugar Bawb rg r ana lir, Farrvier
have been scnt fore, I will sen. on to you any lat«r news
we may rece.ve and earndstly hope that it may be gooud,

Vie are setlled ‘here in a house belonging to
scue r lat.ves of ours iu a ,ulet plac: near New London,
e hope to guet ¢ sixX weeks'! holiday, tuocugh my stay will
have to be interruptea by on. or two trips down to Prince-
tun on Institute business, Our ad .ress is simply Vaterford,
Connecticut, ana our teicphonc is Hew London 2-1983,

With mifeas:

to Anne and yourself,

1 gegarde in which Marie Joins
_%Lam %

Yours s.necarely,

Frank Aydelotte

Dr., Abrahaw Flexner
Magnetawan

via Burk's Falls
Ontario, Canada

FALKK
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June 20, 1944

Dr, Abrenum Flexner
150 Last 7<d Street
New York, New Yorx
Dear Dr. Flexaner:

I am enclosing tne two eutogrephs you requested,
and Dr. Aydelotte nas usked me to tell you that he
is writing to you nimself this week in enswer to

your letter.

Yocurs very truly,

pecretary
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June 21, 144

Dr. Abrehsa Flexnsr
5. Fiflh ivenue
New Yorx 18, New Yorx
Deur Dr. Flexner:

This is Lo ackiowleuge your lotter ol Juna nine-
teenth which les come in Dr, Aydelotte's sbeemce. He
hes gone to Buck Hill for twe weeks, and I shall for-

ward your listter to him there.

L

Escretery
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January 19, 1944

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am just back from the South and find
your letter of January 17th., I am delighted that you
intend to come to the naxt Boerd Meeting. I am going
over to see Mr, Bamberger either on Saturday, the 22nd,
or on Monday, the Z4th, and shall be glad to go on to
New York to see you. I suppose you will be at your
apartment in the afternoon. I could go there sometime
in the neighborhood of four o'clock or at any rate
between four and five. I am going to telenhone Nr,
Samberger late this afternoon and shall put a 1ostscript
at the end of this latter saving whether it suits him
better to have me come on Saturday or on Hnndpy.

e have had a delightful holiday and feel
much ﬁetter for 1t.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr, Abraham Fl-xmer
Carnegie Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York 12, N. Y,
FA/MCE
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER

PRINCTTON. NEW JEpSEY 622 Fifth Avenue

New York 18, N.Y.
Jenuary 17, 1944

Dear Frank:

£s the Board meets next week, I judge that you and
Marie will be returning sometime during the [resent week, I
hope you have both had a thoroughly good time &nd thet the weather
was favorable., You have missed some unpleasent weather, one
snowfall followed by slush, and & good many days when the ther-
mometer fell to twenty in the morning. On the whole, however,
the weather has not thus far been severe, I nope for your sake
as well as for the rest of us that mild weather will continue.

I received last week the minutes of the Ixecutive
Committee meeting. I do not understend the considerztions which
led to some of the zctions taken. Mr. Bamberger told me some
weeks ago that he wanted me to ettend the Board meetings, and I
agreed to do so. I have never been in the position of differing
with you at & meeting of the Board and I do not wish to do so
if it can possibly be avoided. I suggest that you &nd I try
to meet towards the end of this week - in New York, if you should
be coming here,or in Princeton, if you are not coming to New York
on any errand. If in Princeton, I prefer to come down on a
late evening train and to see you at your office the following
morning. I can be reached by telephone at the Carnegie Founda-
tion, if that is necessary, or by mzil.

Anne and the girls are fine, as I am myself.
Were she here, Anne would ask to Join me in best wishes to you
and Marie and Bill.

Zver sincerely,
l.

Dr. Frank Avdelotte ;:

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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December 14, 1943

Daar Dr. Flaxner:
I're Aydalotte 15 buck rom Nawark. He
hes fust cailled me= from his houze ung .sked me to
tell you th.t he saw Yr. Leo Yhzuse, but got nothing
from hin at all, &ir, Chese would not even put his
nama2 down short of snything ~"ter January l4th.
He confessed thst he knsw Ratty fdamalo, but she

\ ano:rantly *1d not ‘have men influence with him.
~r. Aydalotte wns unablz £t~ sonvinee Kir. Chiase that
he v od any cleim, He wants to renort this to you

in case you think of anythineg 2ls2 to do.

Yours sincerely,

-TRHHFHnﬁﬁgn;_

MARIE C. EICHELSER
Dr. Abraham flexner

Carnegie Foundation
. Al Yifth avenue

Naw Yorx 1%, N, Y,



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 1942-
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Degcember 13, 19473

Dear Dr. Flexner:

The book arrived from the Carnecie
Found-tion “aturday nd I read part of it last
nieht with the keensst intersst, I shzall finish
it inam=dintely, tut I "ave already gone far
anouzn tn se2 wh't an =xtraordinarily interesting
story you nive nmade not meraly of Pritchsatt
personally mutbt zlco of the signifiecant 2ducational
and anilanthropic movements with which he was con-
carned, I «as amused to see that President Butler
had waraly eniorsed your work.

Yours sincerelj,'

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abraham ?leoxnar
Carnegzie Foundation

, 522 Firth Avenue :
N=w York 17, N. Y.

r o b
MAJMCE



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 1942-
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

November 22, 1943

Uezar Dr. Flexner: "

I am just Lack snd have brousht you
very hearty <reetings and warm regards from any
nunber of peoonle in Ox 'ord and =specially from the
Warden of All ~ouls :nd “rom G, N, Clur%, H:=ud you
hzard that Cl.rk is to he Trevelvant!s sueccessor at
Cambridsa?

I heard a good deal o talk about Nuffield
Coll=g=. As you probably kamow, Harold butler has
resignai, and I think Cole is giving uo as acting
head, A good man: peonle ian Oxford! think that
durfleld should tace more of the Line which we are
following at the Iastitute, in which I myaslf thoroughly

agreae,

I had a zreat deal o! telk about Institute
problems, not merely with Riefler nnd Mitrany but also
with many Englisn scholars, notably at a dinner of
Lhe Royal Society Club and with various similar groups.
I had two or three conversations with lNisls Bohr. He
is cominzg to the United States soon a#nd if he can
properly do so he wiuld like to mn%e the Institute 'is
headquarters, though he will for the present be almost
entirely engaged in war work., His brother Harald will
stay 1n Sweden.

1 was sorry to miss T, J,, tut my time was
not my own and I founa it impossible to mike connections
with hiine The Wylies are well snd asked to be remembered
to you. I dined with the Leveridges the night before 1
-left and have hrought back with me the outline of a

plan which Ueveridge is soon 2oing to publish on how to
secure f1ll employm=nt in a free economic system, This
was the subject of a confersnce which Stewart and Joe
Willits arranged at the Inscitute for “averidge last
sunmer, daveridge dld not then ¥now the answer, Whether
th-se dccuments give it I do not know, hut I shall be
vary much Interested to see what Ztewart and Warren thin'<.

With affectionate regards to Anne and yourselfl,
fours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
PRANCETUN T NRWS JERSEY 522 Fifth Avenue

New York (18), N.Y.
June 30, 1943
Dear Frank:

May I answer informally the kind invitation from
you, Marie, and the Faculty of the School of Economics to have
tea at Fuld Hall on July 2 in order to meet Sir William and
Lady Beveridge?

Unfortunately, a fortnight ago we arranged to go
to Canada on the evening of July 1 and, as you know, it is
impossible to make a change in reservations. We greatly
regret that we cannot be present. I should love to meet
Beveridge and Lady Beveridge if only for the sake of renew-
ing a long-standing friendshipe. May I ask you to give
them both our warmest greetings and to express the hope
that we may all live to meet again in Oxford?

With every good wish for you, Marie, and Bill

for the summer,

Ever sincerely,

A&
Dr. Frank Aydelotte .
The Institute for Advanced Study =
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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Charge to the account of
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Institute for Advanced Study

OLY RS

GHT
LETTER

=
LETTEN

B
B

£
Rt
e rmm—

tinem ol weeee
e mesmage =il b

"B WHITE

T
W PREMIDENT

=7 WESTE
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ACCOUNTING INFORMATION

TIME FILED

Send the following message, subject fo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo

Dr. Abraham Flexner
The Sulgrave

Park Avenue & 67th Street
New York City

May 29, 1943

Could vou see me Carnegie Foundation Tuesday morning about eleven

Frank Aydelotte
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Dear Dr. Flexner:

I hope you will agree with me that the
Board of Trustezes of the Institute reoached a satis-
lactory solution in the matter of pensions and one
- which 1s as generous &s our means sllow. You will
find all the details in the minutes which are being
sent out under separate cover,

I have informed all the individusls con-
cerned except those who are out of the country and
find that they z211 take the nosition that the arrange-
ments are wise and generous - all, th:t is, except
Lowe and Herzfeld, who ars disappointed at having to
ratire at sixty-tive., Both men feal that they had
assurances from you that the sixty-five age limit
would not apply to them, btut on looking over the terms
of your letters of anpointment to them I think they are
both convinced that they h.d construed whet you said
was a possibility as a promise, T pointed out to them
that in view of the present financiul condition of
the Institute we had no choice but to insist upon their
retirement at the stetutory sge and that they had both
baen treated =xtremely gererously so far as annuities
are concerned., We are, of course, doing more for
Herzfeld thav for any member of the faculty.

I had baen in hopes that both Lowe and

Herzfled would feel that they could keep right on with
their worx in their present quarters. I hope we can do
sometihing to find additional support for Lowe [rom the
Carnegie Institution, the Carnegie Uorgorntion, or the
Fockeleller foundation. The Carnezie Institution is,

I think the best prospect, and it would solve Lowe's
problem if they would resume for a limited number of
years their ‘former subsidy to him,

b S

Herzfeld's case is more difficult. He
feels that he cannot live in Princeton on 24000, but I
hope to be able to persuade him that this i1s definitely
within the realm of possibility. When one considers the
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savings he would have in Incoms tax, insur.nce, contribu-
tion to T.I.A.A., etc., thz dilference 1s mach less than
would appear at first sight.

I am hapyy to say that ilr. Damberger, who was
a little appalled at the magnitude of the pension problem
at first, has expressad himsell to me as very well satis-
fied with the solution reached, I fe=21 myself that we
hive taken a long step forward ln the direction of putting
the Institute finances on a .sound basis,

fou know, of course, thzt Wes has secured
dis reenbry p.rait. 1 hope yoa 111 TGave a vary good
sumaer in Cuanada and thit Lhe trouble with your voice will
be 2ntirely snied by the time you raturn in Beptember.

With affectionats reguras, in which Marie joins,

Yours sincerely,

LRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Carnegie Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

FAMCE
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May 1%, 1943

Dear Dr. Flexner:

The spacial comuittee on pensions
raached, I think, n very sz:tisfactory conclusion.
I =nclose harewith a iraft of their renort, and
if you are to be in your ofice at 522 Fifth
avenue on Thursday morning ibout 11 ofcloek I
should lixe to drop in to s=2e you for z few
rinat 235 to zet your connents, 1 hope you will be
43 pleased with it as I am.

Don't troulls to answer this letter
or to stay in for me Thursday morning. If I miss
you then I will try to find you znother day.

Yours sincerely,

I

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Carnegle Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

FA/UCE
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Le r ér, Plexner:
I h ve %o be in Now York on Fridey
anc sho'l look in .t the L.rnezgie toundsticn some

hope of finding

time bLetweoan ten and eleven In tihwe
you ~nd o getting vour :dvice ':m.cur pension »nlans
bout which I wrote to you ths other day,

vith <inde t ¥ gordiy, 1 =m

¥

o sincerely,

FitaliK AYDELOTTE

r.him Flexnar
iie VoyufrTtiom
52. 417th 2venue
New Lork City

e, A

-
- .
warr
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19 ¥arch 1945

Dear lir, Plexner:

Ueny thanks for your note end {or your
clicpins from the Manchester fGuardian, 1 hed slreaay
su, . 0-ted to the ecitor of the American Gxoanian that
he [;0t somehody in Oxford to prepare an article on
ti:ls begueat of Wytham Abbey, whicii of fers mosti
interesting poscibilities, I am ‘lad to heve the
clizzin, to nend on to tiia Oxonien in this coymectinn,

I 5ull e coming ko lNew York some tlne
in the near future and hope I may be blessed with &
onod @ay to come to sez gou, It hss baen a Crriag
winter, and T am not surprised thet vou feel the effect

cf some of tlie Lac weather we erec Laving. As. e mntter
of fact we sre pretty likely to have more «durin; the
next ronth or 2ix weels and I wonder iI it sovnld not

dn you anc /nn ond to run nff to come rlace in the nesar
coath to asce Liie azmaleas and o0 & Zinc ol arvanced
taste of apring.

Yours sincerely,

. Ldals AveeLo3 .,
i_' e ! i 1';.i.f o 1 €1
160 FEe 72né Stract
.ll o o y

|
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 18, 1943

Dear Dr. Flexner:

It has been found necessary to change
the date of the meeting of the Executive Committee
from Monday, March 22, to Friday, March 26th, to be
held at the Downtown Club, Newark, at one o'clock.
We should all be glad to have you come, but I know
that 4y, Bamberger and everyone else would understand
if you feel that doing so would be a strain on your
voice.

Yours sincerely,

Svauet (o, dolbl

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Carnegie Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

FA /MCE
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Warch 12, 1943

U

Dansr Dr. lexner:

I nave your latter and shall ha glad
to jet from dr. Laidesdorf the exact information
ahout tha:ze gifts, both .& to time and amount, I
telenhonad him about the matter this morning, to
find th:t he is geing to be very busy until after
the 15th of dnrch, 3o tha inforanation nay tbe &
Yittle deluyeds When I Hirva thase fusts {ﬁ hind
I want t~ ceone over and sees you =hnut vour latter,
I have sevepral oth=spr myrrettions far it whicn I
sooul liza to talk over with sou,

fours sincerely,

FRAili AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abrahaa Floxner -
Carneizie Foundation

522 ¥Wifth Avenu=a

Now Yorkx City

FA/ICE
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72NB STREET
NEW YORK CITY

March 16, 1943

Dear Frank:

I have your note of the twelfth
I shall be glad to see you any time at your
convenience, only don't come on a rainy or
snowy day, for my voice troubles me a good
deal in damp weather.

I am enclosing a clipping
from the recent issue of the Manchester
Guardisn, which will interest

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte e
The Institute for Advanced Study _
Princeton, New Jersey ;;?

AF:ESB
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

February 1, 1943
Dear Frank:

I found the enclosed clipping in
a cory of The Manchester Guardian which was
waiting for me when I reached home yesterday.
I know how deeply you are interested in this
subject.

I found Anne and Eleanor both well,
and I confess I am happy to be at home where
I shall continue my cquiet life as long as
this miserable weather lasts.

With all good wishes to you and
Marie,

Ever sincerely,

Q.~~
Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Olden Manor
Olden Lane
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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January 22, 1943

Dear Dr. Flexner:.

I am very sorry to hear that this trouble
with your throat is k=eping on so long, but, of course,
you must not come to the meseting unless you feel
entirely fit,.

I shall be glad to read your letter to
the Bourd and hzve no doubt that they will be happy
to incorporate it in the minutes. You may want to
change it when you see the actual report of the Gest
Library Gommittee,

I nm delighted that you zre coming to
Princeton and loo't forwnrd to seeing you n2s soon as
you arrive, I had dictated so much when
diss "icnelser told me that you were zalready here.
I shuall, of course, get over to the Inn to see you
as soon s possible,

Yours sincarely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abhraham Flaxner
Princeton Inn
Princeton, New Jersey

FA JMCE
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

January 18, 1943
Dear Frank:

I am just now beginning the fourth week of the trouble
with my fhroat and trachea. I am well except for the physical and
nervous results of this tedious bout. Last week I came to the
office for an hour on Friday. This morning I am here again. I
have talked with Mr. Bamberger on the telephone, and he has urged
me not to try to come to the meeting. I have told him that + would
come if I felt thoroughly well but otherwise I would not take the
risk. The doctors think that, if I get out of the city into the
fresh country air, I will recupnrate more rapidly,so I am going down
to the Princeton Inn whenever I am able. it the weather 1s bad,

I can sit out on the veranda muffled up and, if it is gooj I can

sit in the sunshine and walk about and see a few people in the course
of the day - one at a time. Of course, if you are going to be

back while I am there, I shall reserve time for you when you have

the leisure.

Meanwhile I am enclosing a letter to you which I hope
ou can read to the Board and get permission to insert in the minutes.
am sending also a statement about Robert Garrett's gift to Princeton
and the John Work Garrett legacy to Johns Hopklns showing that the
only way to build up a library that will be valuable in years to
come is to collect eith=r by gift or purchase without view to imme-
diate use.

Under separate cover I send the last report of the
Huntington Library and Art Gallery, which shows how the friends of
the Huntington Library are turning over to the institution all sorts
of manuseripts and publications of which no one can possibly now
foresee the ultimate use. For us to part with the Gest Library
or ourselves to attach conditions to gifts that are offered without
condition is I think shortsighted.

I hore you have had a grand vacation and that you will
come back full of "pep" and vigor, and of course the same applies

to Marie.

Ever sincerely,
Dr. Frank Aydelotte &7 '
The Institute for Advanced Study TR

Princeton, New Jersey

AF:EFB
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December 22, 1942

Dear Dr. Flexners

In response to your telephone call, I can
give you in very brief form a comprehensive statement
of the financlal position of the Institute at this

moment. .,

We have not balanced our budget out of our
own funds since 1938, The result of each year's opera-
tions since that time, as given in the auditor's report,
is as follows:

1937-38 Surplus £16,110.28
1938-39  Defieit 25,570.41
1939-40 x 36,820,99
1940"'41 . 2’348.14
1941-42 Surplus 1,995.58

The defiecit for 1939-40 would have been still
grez=ter except for the fact that the Institute paid me no
salary that year, The defleits for 1938-39 and 1939-40
were due partly to new salaries in economies and partly
to the operation of Fuld Hall and other additional
expenses for which no additional income was available.
Our comparative solvency in 1940-41 and 1941-42 was due
to our having obtained additional temporary income,
partly from Mr, Bamberger and the Rockefe ler Foundation
and partly from the Carnegie Corporation,

Txpenses added since 1938 without any corre-
sponding addition to our resources zre (excluding minor
items) the following:

Two salaries in economics $30,000
Contribution on these to

Teachers Ins. & Annuity 1,500
Economics stipends - aporox. 10,000
Operation of Fuld Hall 20,000

Director's Pension

12,000
Library 53.%88
298,
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This, however, is not quite the whole story.
We shall in a few years time be compelled to provide in our
budget an annual sum for repairs and renovations to Fuld
Hall and for pensions, We ought, furthermore, to increase
the amount which we devote to stipends.

The situation in regard to retirements is as

follows:
) Inst,.

Date Professor Pension Promised T.I.A.A, Budget
June, 1944 Einstein £2000 21909.44 $6090.56
June, 1945 Veblen 8000 2439.00 5561.,00
June, 1945 Lowe 2650.44
June, 1945 Herzfeld 720.80 i

It is my opinion, and I know it is yours, that
every consideration of humanity and of the prestige of the
Institute demands that we add something to the amounts which
Lowe and Herzfeld will receive from the Teachers Insurance
and Annuity Association. If we brought the pensions of these
two men up to 24000, our nension load for professors, beginning
in June, 1945, would be £16,220.32, or, including your own
Eension $28,220,32. If we were content to bring Lowe's and

erzfeld's pension up to only #3000, which is all that Stewart
thinks it safe to do with our present resources, this amount
would be reduced by $2000.00.

The upshot of 211 this is that we are running

t lsast £125,000 behind @t the present moment, which is the
interest on $4,000,000. I hope, however, that Mr, Bamberger!s
genercsity will extend not merely to the noint of covering
our present commitments but will make some orovision for such
interesting extensions =z2s the development of Oriental studies,
Latin-American studies, and work in other fields in whiech I
think the Institute might make & great contribution. I have
not talked much with Mr. Bamberger about such developments
because I did not want to frighten him, but my own opinion
153 that the plan which you laid down for the Institute and
its method of asproach to scholarship i1s so effective, so
much needed, and promises such fruitful results that it would
be nothing less than a tragedy if we were not going to be
able to enter other fields. W¥e need not enter them all at
once and we can exchange one subject for another, but we
need some margin in order to do anything,

Yours sincerely,

Pr. Abraham Flexner T . .
Carnegie Foundation FRARR-AIELOTIE
522 Fifth Avenue

New York City

FA/MCE
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Thureday, 17th December

W. U. Telegram received over phone at noon ( via B. A. Miller)

Happy to zee you st home tomorrow afternoon at four.

Abrsham Flexner
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December 16, 1942

Dear Dr, Flexner:

Some matters have come up concerning
the ;nstitute about which I am most eager to get
your advice. I have to go over to Newark for 2
meeting of the Finance Comittee on Friday,
December 18th, at one o'clock, and if you were free
to see me about four o'clock that afternoon I should
love to go over to Hew York for = talk with you,

I suppose you will be =t your apartment and I am
sure I shall be through with my meeting in time to
get over there by four c¢'clock,
| I should be grateful il you would send
me & telegram letting mwe imow whether it would be
convenient for you to see me at that time.
Yours sincerely,

FRARK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Carnegie Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

TA/MCE
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||| ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

November 13, 1942

Dear Frank:

Thank you for yours of the twelfth with
a copy of the auditor's report. I am naturally
delighted that you have managed to come through
with a2 small surplus this year.

Mr. Bamberger called me up a few
moments ago and talked very muech like his old
self. I will go down to see him as soon as the
Pritchett manuscript is in the hands of the printer.

Meanwhile, I shall be dellghted to meet
the committee on the Gest Library Monday, November 23,
at 2:30 p.m. at our apartment.

Always sincerely,

ek
&

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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November 12, 19:2

oear Dr. Flexner:

I have obtalned an extra copy of the
auditor's report eand send it to you herewith,
You will sse thnot by heroiec efforts we managed
to come through with a small balance on the
right side of the ledger.

I am celighted that you can see the
members of the Gest Library Committee on Monday,
the 23rd, We shall be glad to come to your
apartment at 2:30.

Yours sincerely,

ERANK AVDELOTTE

Dr. Atraham Flexner
Carnegle Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York vity

FA/MCE
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November 10, 1942

Dear Dr., Flexner:

We were all sorry you could not get down
128t night, Anne h.d got togathsr & very nleasant
sroup consisting of the Wartenbekers, the Lovedays,
and herself,

I 2150 hud &2 #wood meesting of the committee
on the Gest Library and I am sorry that you could mot
be here to mect with tnem. I want the committee to
talk with you =nd 1t would suit them best if you
could meet with them Monazv, November 22rd, at 2330
in the afternoon, Since I know that vou do not go
lown to your office in the afternoom, I should be glad
to "ring the comnittee (consisting of Wdgar Bamberger,
Moe, and Veblen) up to vour apartment, If for any
reason you prafler to sae them downtown we could come
ovar to the Carmegle Foundation or you e-uld come
ovar to the Guggenheim Founii:tion, whichever you prefer,

In prepiration for the meeting yesterday
1 sent the meabers of the comaittee the facts
connected with the accuisition of the library, the
terms of the zift from the Hogkefeller Founda%ion and
the terms of thne aonpointment of Dr, Swann, I uon%ian
this lust bzcause the guestion was raised in the Board
Meeting whathar Dr, Swann was on annual appointment
or on Permanent tepmure. The minutes indicate quite
glearly that tha lattsr is the case, I enclose coples
of all thasa documents, so that vou will know exactly
what the eomanltta= ‘tmows about the suhject so far,

In tha meeting vestarday the principal
poincs discussed ware the imnortiance of the Gest
Collection and the sra&e ondortunity which adequate
use of this 1li ravy would offer us to mcke a contribu-
tion to Chinecse etuiies, which ure sure to huve &
larger placa in Anerican scholurship in the future
than Gliey hove ever had in the pnst,

I outlined tentatively the kind of budget
which would be mecessary to make the Gest Library of
real use to scholars, This would require a sum roughly
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of the same order as our othar schools - at least
#60,000 to 780,000 par year, and if our work in
Cninese studies were a success it would be sure to
grow, and grow more expenslive, One considerable
item of expense would 'e modern books. The
Huntington Liorary was a very difficult place in
which to work when it was [irst opened because it
consistad entirely of old hooks, with none of the
mo:tiern sete of periocdicals snd literary critical
materisl, Th= situztion with the Gest Lihrarv would
ve exactly th= s=ume ani an exnenditure of perhaps
£100,000 over a p riod of years would be necessary
to mixe the collection uieful for the nurnoses of
modern schol=rship,

Anr such financial support of the
Lirrary is of course out of the question until the
Institute haos more funds and indeed until it has a
suffici=antly l:rze incr=nse in its funds to enable
us t- "alance our nudget aad take core adequately
cf comnitments =lready m de, so that the real
qu stion which the comnittee will have to declde is
vhether the potential importance of the lihrary 1is
not gZood enmough to fustify us to continus the
expenditure of ap roximately #7000 a year necessary
for naintenance on the prasent secale, The committee
visited the li'rary, telked 4t length with Dr. Swann
about har werk, «nd 7 think were unider the impression
that it wenld hurdly ve feasible to save any of the
fundis which we srve speniing on it 2t the present
moment and whaizh re narelr sufficient for its
maintenance,

I think sou would hava enjoyed all these
discussisns ini I hona varvy much that you will he
at:le to meat wiltn tha coaulttze on the 23rd.

Yours sincerely,

Dre. A raham Flexnar
Carnegle Found:tion
522 Fifth Lvenus
Now York City

FA/MCE
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October 31, 1942

Dr. Abraham Flexmer

150 Fast 72nd Street

New York City

Realize tea Monday will irt erfere with our conversation
Could you come out at three o'clock for talk before tez

or would you prefer four o'clock Tuesday afternoon Either

convenient for me.
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

October 29, 1942

Dear Frank:

Anmne has told me that Marie has invited her to
tea Monday afternoon so that we can both meet all our friends
there. Ve are, of course, extremely happy to have this oppor-
tunity, but on the other hand I cannot hurry away from the
tea for the conversation which you and I had arranged for
Monday afternocon; and, as we shall probably be dining out,
you and + would, I think, not have time to go over in a
leisurely way the various matters with which 1 wish to
acquaint you. I have no appointments in Princeton for
any day next week so that I can see you at any time con-
venient to you in thne morning after ten or in the afternoon
after three.

Looking forward with great pleasure to a weesk
in Princeton and the opportunity of seeing you, Marie, and
other friends, I am

Always sincerely,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte et < e

Olden Manor
Princeton, Vew Jersey (

AF :E€B
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October 20, 1942

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I was very sorry indaed that you could not
attend the Board Meeting on Thursday and hcpe that
this doss not mean thut vou were 1ll.

I hope they are giving vou sdfficient heat
in rour apartment house. We are keeping the Institute
3 building cool, hut so far it has heen perf:ctly all
rizht to work in.

You will be interrested to know that Mr., Maass
and Dr. Weed very strongly urged upon the Trustees that
we immediatelv dispose in some way of the Gest Library.
In my report I hnd asked for more time, not being pre-
parea to make a recommendntion on so important a subject
without opportunity for furth~r thought and discussion.
The matter was debzted to and fro in the Board Mceting
and a committee w2s finally annointed te consider the
whole guestion and renort back to the Trustces, The
committee consists of Fdgar Bamberger, Mce, and Veblen.
I have at thelr requ2st prepared a kind of history of
the acquisition of the library 2nd a2m proposing to Lring
the committee into contact with twe or three men like
Humnel and Graves in order to get their sdvice. I shall
begin by having the commitiee come to Princeton to see
the livrary and tzlk to Misc “wann in order to give them
some notion of the imnortince of the collection, After
that I snould like to rrrange a1 conference vith you in
New Yor«.

Since the mesting lrst Spring I have talked
the matter of the lirrary over with several scliolars in
the fisld of Chin=3e studies and I amn deeply impressed
with the po=sible importince of these studies in the
United States in the n=xt gencration., It scems to me
the duty of the Institute to »rocead with grest care and
come to the wisest possihle decision 23 to what should be
done with this Gest collection, znd I intend to do my best
to see to it thut the committee takes plenty of time and
receives advice from the Hest informed sources before
coming to a decision.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. Abraham Flexner
Carnegie Foundation FRANK AYDELOTTE
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

October 5, 1942
Dear Frank:

Mr. James Hazen Hyde, a Harvard man, who
has spent most of his life in Paris and returned to
New York only aftér the fall of France, is living here at
the Savoy Plaza and has been spending a good deal of time
going about zmong American institutions of learning -
Harvard, Dartmouth, Yale, etc. I knew him while he lived
in Paris, and he often helped me when I was over there on
some mission or other.

Mr. Hyde tells me that he is going to
Princeton towards the end of this week, and he is going
to be a house guest of Colonel Arthur Pollion, who lives
on the Lawrenceville Road. If you are in Princeton
Saturday, I suggested that blr. Hyde should get in commu-
nlcation with you, and I think it would be well worth
your time to go over the Institute with him and to show
it to him. He is slightly deaf. He visited the
Institute once before but very briefly. It may be
that he would take an interest in it.

With all good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

el JLW\

Dr. Frank Aydelotte

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton

New Jersey

AF:EEB
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September 22, 1942

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I enclose an inguiry from Mrs. Houghton's
sacretary, together with my reply, thinking it possible
that you might have something to add.

The Institute opened on Monday or this week,
with 211 members of the faculty here except Riefler anmd
Mitrany, who are in England, and Alexander, who is
getting ready to go there anl could be here for only
part of the daye. It looks as if we should have about
thirty-five wembers tris year a3 against fifty-seven
1l:st year, I had expected that our members would be
much more drastically reduced.

About a dozen members of the faculty are doing
a good deal of war work, but we have a general agreement
taat everyone who can do so will show up at the Institute
on Moniays in order thus to -eep in touch with each
other and preserve the continuity of our work. Ve are
following tha generous policy whicn you incugurated with
Adlefler and Stewart of continuing thne saliries of members
of the faculiy engdged in wuar work, thus allowing them
to serve without compensation and Xeeping their first
responsibility to the Institute. In the case of mem who
are situsted as Mitrany was and thus find it natural
to take a salary the Institute mukes up the di. ference.
Any salary they receive 'rom the outside is daducted
from their Institute salary, so their finmanei:l position
i35 unchanged.

I snm sorry I was not here when you stopped on
your way bdack [rom Washington and I look forwsrd to seeing
Jyou S00N.

Pleass tell fime th t I am delignted to hear
tii-t she is resuming the geme of golf, It w:s very kind
of har to offer to buy a set of clubs for Bill, but we
would mot thing of allowing her to do so. lie li:s some
oli ones «hilch are plent; good enough until his game is
netter,

With kin:est ragards, I am
Yours sincerely,

E};' % ‘ -’{YJ_“:‘! ~—
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August 27, 1942

Dear Dr. Flainerl

I have your letter of August 20th.
It 1s, of course, impossible to say what form
the Einstein book will take, but I think it might
easily be that you will prefer to have the authors
quote from "I Remember" verbatim rather than to
garble the story of Einstein's appointment.

There is still no news about von Laue,
but I personally did not expect that there would
be until sometime in September., I still eel that
the Board were well impressed with the hearing and
am hopeful that he will be released either
unconditionally or on parole.

I am glad you nre having such a good
summer. We think longingly of the camp at
Magnetawan, but there was no chance of our getting
time to go so far., Marie and I have had, however,
a long week-end at Buck Hill, which did us a great
deal of good.

With much love from us both to you and
Anne, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Magnetawan, via Burks Falls
Ontario, Canada

FA/MCE



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 1942-
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BuRxs FALLS

Lphanliga

e BT

o pare o S e A
PN e S e
oo e e DD R e it
o | TR M ~— z‘_ve.yz__u_g
Mwuhﬂé_—*m%?%}h»
by Ao do St e by e b lpl ek
ad Loduet 2 Lo AT AL ;e oy, Com e fo”r
Mﬁ.,g_/t.. Om&-&)-} Koo v !

Vui-..-c -...q'\..n..c_..u..c./ﬂ_;—- Z.&,d. . ‘4“ :
M&_M;m%é.y L .f‘_‘._‘z—;
N 18 )\.#tﬁ.‘—'f‘..:‘ M - A ﬁ"“‘;‘ = :: ' G
A—j—?-../l;--’-t; GCWL*‘ —o—t M‘l{, Ma Sl K
JLM)’#’L..T.MML—‘_./L&,@‘J"‘-—Z
T ey feg 2 S “Cicedl ", Mo
afher Dvenll s fo L LD A



Records

of th

tor / General Files / Box 22IFI r, Abraham, 1942-

e Office of the
From the Shelby White dL L evy Archives Center, Institute for Ad ranced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Ol tn, ) Bt O o /w;f._)..;.. At
Prtad s o Qo o 7L fotd=( Lo
g, S b ko), Gy ofE i
;__} IR S = B A PO i L

CQ.L“L/Z*NA_.*.J D e e A

AN
......,éA-\..u-' FMH% (J.J- T [ f_/h.szﬁ,.../z_ 1-...._.%)
rsstcany PRaccall ay L —~ e Lo AN, y
-—‘L/—a AMC.

e Bae Loat | e pLd P
L.p-./at.. L. Lot L‘“P‘"“’T i~ 2‘—"‘*/‘(—-'5‘)[.—; A
m...fd_:/}_..r.-.;}-— “f"’ﬂ- f‘-—-—n.«-.l, “) A
Cnend § el Wi 44,—4 < o
I RGE LR P ORE> M- ‘"(P"#"Tr A._,,;Lﬁ_‘m
d"),amm-—— C"“ 3
C"-u..,.‘_f—.P-u l---l-(,. 71-.«-..-)1_\, QA.%
e adal
z {,}__ v S,
I
)
a4




Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 1942-
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

23 July 1942

Daar Dr, Flexmer:

Msny thanks {or your letter ahout von Leue.
Ve have all bean very busy about his uffairs for several days,
and I think we are Mailiing up a wonder™al c~=e for him. ere
will be a very impre:sive grou) of witnesses to testify om' his
behalf, und I .0 not bellave th.t the FPI will heve any reil
evidence againat him. My notion 13 thit this is purt of a
routine check-up of ialiviiunls v “ave relatives: in Germany.
I am «frald, howevar, th %t the eaze will take jome time,
4 wvas interested in - Geormin Ahoide: chol:r om the Pacific
Coast in 2 zimilar sitwation, 'nd «hile ha was eventunlly
relessed withont "ny coniitions:, it took three months to m nage
it.

Wa are all well! and husy here. In onz way or
another the Institute se=ms t- be poing ful: blast, and we find
it necessary to %e=n on with lunches and te:s Just a2s in the
vinter time, Dur variows alien: need o lot of help and ad-
¥ice, ani 2ll th=3a nagotistions ~itr differant dap rtmensof
tha government tnke sn immenss zaount of time,

You will be intaresited to ¥nos th:t I huve Just
h:d a lattor from Mitraay, and he i5 eapger to come back to
the Institute next y=cr, I sionlld de slad tc sea him back,
mt L 2m sorry to siy his return will bhe a litlle embarrassing
290 far as the budget i1s concerned, :ince we had given him
leiva without salery and had made no provision Tor his salary
in next y=:r's figure:, I d:'re s v we shall he nahle to mamage
it some w y, 'ut I do not 32e the solution 2t this moment.

With kindest regard:, I =am
Yours singcerely,
AYDELOTTE
Ppr. pbhrah-m Flexner

Magnetawan, vis Surxs Falls
OCatnario, vanada
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June 22, 1942

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am sorry to he the unwitting cause in
this disarrangemsnt of your plans. Pegram of Columbia
had some problems which I promised to go over with him
in New York tomorrow afternoon zt four o'cleogk, and
since these are partly financial he evidently wanted to
bring Mr, Campbell along with him.

I have to stay tne nizht in Now York and
preside over the Latin-American Coumittee of Selection
of the Guggenneim Found:ition on Wednesday, so that that
day is out for me also, but the shift is perfectly con-
venient for Lowe and a1l the plins for your visit will
simply be transferred to the following day. Lowe is
going to try to get Elnstein for lunch. I shall make
it a polnt to assure Mr, Campbell tomorrow thi t he will
be most hecriily welcome here on Wednesday.

Yours sincerely,

FRARK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abranam [ lsxner
Carnegie Foundation
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City
FA/MCE
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June 20, 1942

Dr. Abraham.Elexner h
150 East 72nd Street L

New York City

Delighted you are bringing Campbell to Princeton Keenly regret
have promised to lunch with Mr. Bamberger Tuesday for final meeting

bafore he leaves for Exke Placid Could you possibly shift to Monday

A

you over Institute and would be glad to giwe=you lunoyt heye .., .F 5_‘1_‘_1
Frank Aydelotte

If not will pdace my car at your disposal Tuesday Lowe will show
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72IND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

June 17, 1942
‘ Dear Frank:
A friend of mine has introduced to me Mrs. Hedi Katz
who has a son now living in the Netherlands. I can't refuse to
pass this request on to you, though I imagine there is nothing that
you can do either at Princeton or through the &Emergency Committee,
but, if such be the case, a few lines to Mrs. Katz will close the
matter and relieve me of any further responsibility.
Next Tuesday I am coming to Princeton and bringing
with me Mr. Joserh Campbell, treasurer of Columbia University, whom
I met a couple of weeks ago and who expressed the keenest desire
to see the Institute. I offered to take him down some day because
he 1s a friend of Amme's and we have arranged to go on Tuesday
arriving at the Princeton Inn about 11:58. I wonder if you could
lunch with us at 12:30. We could then drive over to the Institute,
and I will show him around. We shall be coming back to New tork
on the four o'clock train.
{ With all good wishes,
Ever sincerely,
q.4
Dr. Frznk Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:EEB
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

June 4, 1942
Dear Frank:

I came back from the Presbyterian yesterday
afternoon quite restored in health. The trouble with
me was not at all serious, but it was an infection that
required care and time. Even now I am urged to stay
indoors until the abominable weather ceases and we can
enjoy sunshine once more.

I venture to enclose a letter which I have
just received from Dr. B8rnstein whom I do not personzlly
know. Is there any possibility that the Emergency Com-
mittee might help Dr. Simons who would seem to be an able
person and whose plight is frightful?

I don't know whether I shall get back to
Princeton this spring or not. I am sorry, extremely
sorry that our visit has been wrecked by my indisposition.
It was trifling, but it had to be attended to.

I hope that you and Marie have not forgotten
our urgent invitation for the summer.

With love to you both,

Ever sincerely,
d.F

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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May 27, 1942

Dear Dr. Flexners

I think I told you l=st year thet Neitazmann
hes a {seling that his appointment to the Institute was a
permenant one ruther than yesur by year. I sxzid to him that
there wes nothing in the Minutes to this eflect and thet I
Imew it was our poliecy to huve no permanent appointments to
the Institute except professors of the faculty. Weltzmann
hes brought up the question again end I think it aight be
useful for me in telking to him to huve & stetement from you
that this wes your omm understending.

Weitzmenn is e good wan, but I am not convimced,
even 1if we were in & position to add to our faculty, that he
would be the person we should want to appoint, and over and
sbove thet we zre of course in no position to make permznent
sppointments et this time.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abrebam Flexner
Princeton Inn
Princeton, New Jersey

FA/MCE
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

May 4, 1942
Dear Frank:

I have your letter of May 1. Thank you for your good
wishes in reference to my health. I saw the doctor this morning,
and he told me that I had made distinct improvement since he saw me
last Friday. If this continues for a few days, he will dismiss
me, and we will come down to Princeton as we had planned. That will
save you the nuisance of making a special trip to New York to see
me.

I have read your letter with very great care. I thoroughly
agree with you that an institution like the Institute ought not to
have to go its way without a margin for unusual demands and unusual
opportunities. On the other hand, it 1s equally true that, the
general situation being what it is, every institution - educational,
charitable, research- and every foundation are having to skate on
very thin ice. I am afraid that this state will last not only
through the war but for several years afterwards, though with
returning prosperity and the peace recovery may take place more
rapidly than we now expect. /

I have a number of questions and a few suggestions to
make in regard to the financial situation of the Institute, but I
shall not try to write them out. It will be far better if we can
talk them over quietly when I get down to Princeton. Of course,
in the event that anything arises to prevent my going to Princeton,
I shall be willing and grateful to have you come up here, but don't
do it if it can be avoided.

I talked to Mr. Bamberger over the telephone Saturday
evening. He seemed very well but said that Mrs. Fuld had been
uncomfortable during the few hot days last week. I regard it
significant that at the end of our telephone talk he said to me
something that he repeats almost every time that I see him:

"I want you to keep Mrs. Fuld and me informed
about yourself. We never cease to think and to speak
of the fact that you gave us the best advice that we have
ever received in all our lives."

That gave me a little chance to add:

"It is very pleasant of course, Mr. Bamberger,
for me to have you and Mrs. Fuld feel as you do, but the
whole world is passing through difficult times, and col-
leges, universities, hospitals, and especially institutes
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F.A. May 4, 1942

of research which have no income except from endowment
have to make a severe strugsle to maintain their standards
unimpaired. We must not let the Institute at Princeton
slip but must by every effort maintain it on the level at
which it was started.n”

He replied, "I agree with you thoroughly."
With all good wishes to you and Marie,

Ever sincerely,

Q.
B 7

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am sorry to hear that you are not feeling well
and hope that the trouble will speedily be eradicsted. I can
just as resdily come to see you in Mew York to telk about the
finsnciel problem &nd shall be glad to do so.

Meanwhile, it may be convenient to you to have on
peper an answer to your question &s to the capital sum which we
need to add to our endowments to meke the Institute solvent
«nd enable ws to go on without expension on the ome hand and
without cutting selerles or other vitel services on the other.
If we are to estimate income from endowment &t three per cent
(and &t the present moment I do not think it is safe to count
on more) we need an additional $5,000,000.

The budget of the Institute last year wes £450,000,
of which we obtained $330,000 from endowment and $120,000 from
outside sources, the largest itemc being §60,000 from Mr,
Bemberger and something over {45,000 irom the Rockefeller
Foundation. If our income from endowment is to be $§300,000
instead of §330,000, the emount we need irom other outside
sources will be sbout §150,000, which is the interest om
$5,000,000 at three per cent.

During the three years of my directorship the Institute
hes received from outside sources, to be spent as income, approxi-
m:tely $500,000, which corresponds to the figure I huve names.

For next yecr we are, of course, making drastic
economies, which are all right in war time but wiich, if they had
to be continued in time of peace, would threaten the positiom and
influyence of the Institute. BMembers of the Laculty see this so
clearly that they would prefer to cut selaries rether than to
increuse our stipends snd otherwise cripple the work of the
Institute.

It is, furthermore, & pity to be compelled to manage
an institution of this type with absolutely no mergin lor unusual
demends and unusual opportunities which are constantly occurring.
It i8 very difficult to explein ell this to Mr., Bemberger, because
these things sre f{ar ifrom his usual method of thimking,but con-
crete examples will occur to you instantly.
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The only thing thet hes stood betwsen us and disaster
8o far has been the constant eliorts I and members o! the feculty
have made to obtain emergency gifts of ome kind and another.
lembers of the laculty hive buen mugniticent in doing their part
in this, including Stewart, Hi:fler, Eurle, Einstein, Vcblem, &nd
Lowe, but we have now come to the polnt where we heve 1o go back
tgain end «galn to the same Ilndividucls tnd the pame foundations
snd this, of course, cannot go on forever. Ii we do not heve in
the neer future & substential additlon to our endowment we will
be, in my opinion, more self-respecting to fece the faet thet we
heve expanded beyond our mesns end meke such & reductiom im our
saleries £5 will edjust our continuing expenses to our income,
I should hate to do that and I look upon the suggestion in your
letter as & possible rey ol hope.

hith wermest regerds, I am

Yours sincerely,

FRAHK AYDELOTTE
"l

Dr. Abrsham Flexner
150 sest 72nd Street
New York City

FA/MCE
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April 30, 1942
Dear Frank: :

Anme and T had hoped to come to
Princeton on the first of May to see our friends
and spend a little while enjoying the oncoming
spring, but I have been under the weather this
week for some obscure reason that has not ss
yet been located and, though I have improved
in the last day or two, it is quite clear to me
that I will not be zble to leave New York
for some days at least. I will let you know
Just as soon as I know in order that we may
have & talk at any time that is convenient to
you. :

Give our love to Marie, and believe
me

Ever sincerely,

The Institute for Advanced Study

Dr. Frank Aydelotte @ —j,
Princeton, Vew Jersey Nt /)

AF:FSH
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April 23, 1942
Dear Frank:

Thank you for your kind and thoughtful letter of the 22nd. The
difficulty about older men is not only that they will hardly have time to
learn the institute but also that they are mostly, if prominent, already
trustees in other organizations, with the result that they don't and camnot
put their minds wholeheartedly on the problems of any one of them.

I kmew that Roland Morris was an elderly man, but I am sorry to
learn that he is not in good health. Grenville Clark was my suggestion some
time ago. I thought him younger than Who's Who shows him to be and less
tangled with other interests.

As between Fulton and Swift, my preference is for Swift because
he has devoted his life to research. The Board needs on it men who appreciate
the value of a research institution. That is, by the way, the reason why I
think Weed an excellent trustee. He is interested in his subject and it does
not matter whether it is an Institute subject, and he has no connection with
enything that is not of & research character.

You are right that we must mske these choices on an individual
basis, but there are certain general lines which should eslways play & part.
The brilliant success of the Rockefeller Institute arose from Mr. Gates'
intuitive feeling that the Trustees and the Board of Scientific Advisers must
be a homogeneous group. No one was ever made a member except on his individusl
merits, and yet every member fitted into the general scheme. I felt during the
entire period of my directorship the lack of homogeneity. In my opinion, you
heve a chance to bring into the Board from time to time a few men who will
stand this test.

I am glad to know that the budget for 1942-1943 will probebly be
balanced without cutting salaries. What is the capital sum which will enable
you to go on without cutting selaries snd without expansion? The proposal
which 1is in the e2ir in Washington that no man should be allowed during the war
to have an income of more than a definite sum - §25,000 or $50,000, as the case
may be - may help when I see Mr. Bamberger ageain and resume my conversation on
the subject if you so wish.

I am glad that Johnson eppreciated your situation. He is a fine
fellow and has done an excellent job, but it cannot be a permznent one since
the refugee business will stop with the war, end hence that part of his work
ought not to be put on a permanent besis.

With all good wishes and warmest regards to you and Marie,

P.S. It occurs to me on further

reflection that there is a certain SeeE i 15onclys

edvantage in electing Acheson now just because :
he is less likely at this time to be snatched Gl
up by other institutions. J
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i Daar Dr. Flexner:

Many theake for your letter. I think the
suggestion of Doun Acheson is excellent. I know him and
hed him on the list, but it was suggested, I think, by some-
one of our men here thut It would pe better to wuit untuil
vfter the «ar before approsching him. I shall gertainly
bring up nis neme ugain to tne Nominuting Coumittee for dis-
cussion, since there is no questlon about his qualificatioms,

I sgree with you in thinking we should exclude
one or two of the older men who have been suggested, though I
hesitate about muking eny rule as to age. Holand Morris, for
axumple, is &5 old &s any ol them and, indeed, ha io=8 not
sppeer to me at the moment to be in very good health. The
szme thing applies to Grenville Clurk.

I think Mcrjorie Nicolson is out of the question
i{or the moment., She is a very Iline scholer end she has a much
broeder knowledge of American scholership than Chimerd,- though
he &lso is & wonderiul man., There would, however, be certain
difiiculties ebout electing any professor in Princeton Umiversity,
for reasons which you will well understand.

Fulton wus one of Sherrimgtom's favorite pupils.
He is & man of broad interests end conziderable attainments in
the history of science &s well es in physioclogy, end he secas
to me as I telk with him to have & better understundimg of
the nature of the Institute thun most American scholurs.
Fultcn was not my suggestion but Weed's. I am mot perticularly
concerned tc push himy I should never urge & close iriend of
mine unless he were strongly supported by other members of the
Board, end should only urge the point that we camnnot seleot
Trustees by any formula but wust choose them &s imdividuals.

I think you are very wise in puggesting thet we meed
not try to fill all the places &t once. I am going imto the i
whole matter with the Nominuting Committee as soon as I can
arrange & meeting and shall let you know their conclusions.
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You will be gled to hesr thut it now a peers to
be possible to belance the budget for the yesr 1942-43 without
cutting salsries. §e have just recelved an assursnce of a cuite
hendsome subsidy from the Rockeleller Foundetion f[or two yc&rs
for stipends for Pauli, G8del, and Siegel, which helps us
meterially, end Mr, Bamberger is willing to allow us to use
part of the library fund for the general purposes of the Institute.
These expedients together with ome or two others will tide us
over for the moment, but unless we recelve a substantisl adiition
to our psrmenent -zndosment in the neur f'uture [ cce no sltermstive
to & reduction of selerics.

Fith kindest regards, I am

Yours sinceraly,

Dr, Abrahem Flexner
The Cernegle Foundztion
522 Fifth Avenue

New York City

FA/NCE

P.S. You will be interested to see tue snclosed reply from
Alvin Johlnson,
Fuh,
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

April 17, 1942
Dear Frank:

I have yours of April 16, 2nd I am glad that the draft of
the letter to Johnson was to some extent serviceable to you.

As to the Board membership, I am not sure that we see eye
to eye. I do agree with you that we must choose people as individusals,
but to this I should add one or two things which I did not incorporate
in my letter, which was too long as it was.

Our Board has never been sufficiently homogeneous. I mean
by this that there have been too many people in 1t who really did not
share in the vision which I had and which you and Weed, Carrel, and
Miss Sabin also shared with me. Where 1 think perhaps there is a
difference is, as you say in your letter, that while choosing people
as individuals we must "assume that we should not be interested in
anybody who does not have the imagination to rise above his training.n
That sentence should, I think, be modified to read that "we shall not
be interested in anybody who has not already proved that he has the
imaginztion to rise above his training and in most cases above his
previous experience."

I looked at the list not as ygur list but, as your letter
of February 26 says, a list of names suggested to the Committee. Of
course, I wrote you with the utmost candor after long reflection and
some inquiry, and I am sure that I cannot be helnful to you or to the
Institute unless between you and me absolute candor prevails, for, as
I have often sald to you, I shall never object in the Board to anytining
that on reflection you wish to do. Anything I have to say I shall
tell you frankly before the Board meets, and it will be for you and
Mr. Bamberger and the other proper authorities to reach a decision.

I can go, however, into some detail. Professor Cannon,
a highly distinguished physiologist, 1is about to retire from the
professorship of physiology in the Harvard Mediczal School. The most
natural thing in the world would be that Harvard should invite the
professor of physiology at Yale to take his place, but I have been told
on what I consider excellent suthority that the Hsrvard people do not
regard Fulton as zdequate from the standpoint of his investigative work.

The suggestion of Kieffer also seems inadvisable. I have
made innuliry about him among people who should know, and no one has
ever heard of him.

Our Bozard needs a certain number of men who are genuine
investigators for, when the time comes to select a director or aproint

a professor, it is men of that type who czn alone make some contribution
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which will realize and improve the ideals to which the Institute was
from the first committed.

The question of age seems to me also extraordinarily
important. When the Johns Hopkins University and Medical School were
founded - and they have had more influence in American education than

any other institution in this country - Gilman and Welch appointed
to professorships men in the late 20's and 30's, every one of whom

had given evidence of investigative ability - Rowland, Hemsen, Martin,
Mall, Welch himself, who was 31, Abel, etc. It was thought that young
men of modern training and ideals, who could look forward to long
association with one another, would develop an atmosphere which would
give the School and University z unicue character, and this worked out
superbly. The same 1s true of our Board of Trustees. Men in the
late 80's or early 70's will not catch the spirit of this unique enter-
prise in such a way as to produce the homogeneity which the Board has
lacked and from which, in my judgment, it suffered in my time.

There is another point to be made in connection with age.
Men like Lamont and NWeilson are already busy men. They have all kinds
of obligations, and these certainly absorb practically all their
available time and thought. There are few institutions in this
country of & genuinely research character such as the Institute for
Advanced Study 1s trying to be. It is therefore of the utmost im-
portance that the professors, trustees, and director should understand
one another, sympathize actively with one another, and criticise one
another in the friendliest but alsd most understanding and candid way.

I have another suggestion: do not try to fill all
vacancies at one meeting. Don't select more than two or three men at
any one meeting. You can always at any subseguent meeting elect
somebody, but to select four or five men at one fell swoop will tie
your hands in all probability for years to come and orevent your tzking
advantage of some surprises that may develop.

The persons whom I had thought of are as near the
standards which I have set up as I could get. They are as follows:

Dr. Homer F. Swift, age about 50 - a little too old, but
a person who knows and has practised during his entire professional
life research and training in research ideals and methods. He has
for some years been on the staff of the Rockefeller Hospital after
previous experience in other institutions and is regarded-as one of
the pillars of the Kockefeller Institute.

My second suggestion is Mr. Dean G. Acheson of Washington,
who is now (for the duration probably) Assistant Secretary of State.
WVhen I became, at Mr. Rosenwald's insistence, chairman of the Board

of Trustees of Howard University, the University was involved in
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financial as well as other difficulties. I asked Justice Lrandeis for
the nzme of s young lawyer of high ideals who could understand the
language I spoke, and he recommended Acheson, whom I came to know well.

I found him imaginative, free from entangling trusteeships, clear-headed,
auick to see an academic point, and within a2 year or two he had ironed
out the difficulties and thus made it possible for me to retire.

I have also thought of Professor Gilbert Chinard of
Princeton, = humanist, wondering whether or not he would be a better
choice than Miss Nicholson. While 1 1like to have women trustees, the
important thing is to get the best trustee possible.

Let me repeat what I said st the outset that I have written
candidly and I hope helpfully, as I knew you expected me to write in
reply to your original letter of February 26.

I am delighted to have the opinion of Lindsay that the
Rhodes Scholars have enormously increased Oxford'!s interest in advanced
research.

With all good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,
TR i
o
Dr. Frank Aydelotte

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New JePsey

AF:ESB
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Dear Dr. Flexner:

Many thanks for your letter about Alvin Johnson
and also about the membership of the Board. I have writtem
& letter to Johnson somewhet modifying your form but meking
the same general points.

S0 fer as the membership of the Board is comcerned,
I should be grateful if you would send me youwr suggestioms,
since I want to have a meeting of the Nominating Counittee as
soon as possible in preperation for the Board Meeting on May
18th,

I might say in gemeral thet I thiuk we sust choge
these people as individuals, assuming thet we should not be
interested in enybody who does not have the imaginatiom to rise
sbove his training., A men who would seek to mgke the Institute
meeely & duplicate of the institution in which he was educated
would be of no use to us no metier where he came from. In this
connection I think it is relevant to remind you of the very
fine statement which Lindsay mede whem he was Viee Chamcellor
to the effect that one of the influences which the Rhodes Scholars
had exercised upon Oxford was to increase emormously the imterest
of the University in advaenced research, toward which all this
new progrem is pointed end for which men like Firth (who was my

supervisor) pointed the way many yesrs ago.
Yours sincerely,
FRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abresham Flexner

@grmegie Corporation
522 Fifth Avenws

New York City
FA/MCE
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Dear Frank:

I have taken a day or two to think over the request which
comes to you from Alvin John=on. Perhaps the best way in which I
can be of service to you is to send you a draft of the kind of note
which I should, in your place, write in reply. You can of course
modify it in any way you please, but you will find enclosed the
results of my reflections in a form in which I now think I should
state them to Johnson.

As for Dr. S8tern, I do not think that you are under any
further obligation to see her. E£he did not tell me that she had been
in correspondence with you or that you had made any suggestions to her.
fhe did not tell me that she wanted any appointment in the Institute.
On the contrary, what she sald was that she hoped she might be able
to obtain some sort of zppointment in the New York school system.

I think you would be justified in saying to her that I have written
you and that in suggesting someone previously to her you have done all
that there is in your power to do; and I should, in your place, add
the following: "I regret to say that your project is one for the
promotion of which the Institute does not possess the funds, and it

is not a field in which the School of Mathematics of the Institute

is at present working."

Anne and I spent Saturdsy and Sunday in Princeton, and I
had thought I might get an opportunity to talk over with you the list
of names which you sent me as possible trustees. There is no great
hurry about it, but I have given the matter a great deal of thought.
The list does not strike me as being on the whole an impressive one
or a useful one. I think the Board must look at the situation from
the following point of view: Every sppointment to the Board from now
on will mean that the person appointed will in all probability bear
some responsibility in years to come for the choice of your successor.
There are on the Board a considerable number of persons whose Jjudgment
and experience will be of no value in that, which is the most important
act which the Trustees will ultimately have to perform. On the other
hand, there are a few persons - Weed, for example - who have the judg-
ment, knowledge, and experience of the kind of person who ought, when
the time comes, to succeed you. No one of different character ought to
be appointed. Agaln, the question of age is an extremely important
one. When I saw Mr. Bamberger a week ago last Sunday, he asked me
what I thought of the list, and I countered by asking him what he
thought of it. He replied, "The men are on the whole too old, and
those that are not too old are, I fear, too busy."

The originsl Board of the Institute was made up partly by
Mr. Bamberger with the advice of Masass and Leldesdorf. There were
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a few vacancies left which I could fill, and I insisted that they

should be filled with you, Weed, Carrel, Miss Sabin, and with Mr,
Houghton as Chairman because I thought it extremely important that

a man of international reputation and standing should head the Board

of the new Institute. I am afraid in making appointments of two
things: age and an unconscious bias. Men in the late 80's or 70's,
especially if they have been administrators of colleges or universities,
are, in my judgment, out of the running. The Institute 1s so different
in spirit and character and activity from the American college or
university or graduate school that experience in any of these capacities
would be a handicap rather thzn & help, especially if the man is in

the late 60's or 70's. I think a similar objection can be raised

agafnst the appointment of persons who are too deeply dyed with the Ehodes

Scholarships or an Oxford undergraduate course. The Rhodes Scholars
and Oxford itself are overwhelmingly undergraduate in their point of
view. They are and have been of great value to you in introducing
reading for honors into Swarthmore and that because Swarthmare is

an undergraduate institution, but the really great men in 0Oxford are,

in my experience, unhappy - men, for example, like Sir Charles Firth

and Sir Charles “herrington, because they have no interest in under-
graduate work. They were really research workers of great distinction
and when I was in Oxford in 1928, they and Haldane and others complained
to me bitterly of the difficulty of interesting the University in
research work. Pember, the Warden of All Souls at that time, said

to me on one occasion, "I don't know myself what the University of
Oxford is except an assemblage of undergraduate colleges.”

Unless therefore the Rhodes Scholar or an 0xford graduate
has risen far above his ®nglish training, I do mot think it is likely
that he will appreclate the quality and aims of the Institute for
Advanced Study. Some of the names are entirely unfamiliar to me
though I have looked them up in Who's Who. For example, Mr. Pickett
is the Eecretary of the American Friends Service Committee, but that
is philanthropy, not education, and the Institute is education and
research, not philanthropy.

Finally, I have no idea who suggested Einstein, but I
camot imagine anyone who would be more useless as a Trustee than
Professor &instein. There is no man alive for whom I have greater
admiration and of whom I am more proud of his connection with the
Institute, for he was the very first person whom I recommended to the
Board as a professor, but he is impractical and, despite the fact that
he was unhappy at the University of Berlin, he has no idea whatsoever
of the peculiar American conditions which make the organization of a
German university something which has got to be radically changed
before it becomes useful in the United States. On one occasion he
told me that the organization of the Institute was poo_r beczuse, in
his opinion, there should be what the Germans called a "Curatorium",

namely a committee of professors representing the faculty, dealing
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in Germany with the Ministry and in America with the Trustees. I
explained to him that that was clumsy and would not fit iE with con-
ditions that existed in America, but I do not think that convinced
him. The only German institutions which were comparazble in organi-
zation and operation with the Institute for Advanced Study are the
institutes established at Dahlem by the Kalserwilhelm Gesellschaft.
Haber, Warburg, Goldschmidt, and Meyerhof would have been perfectly
at home in Princeton. A few German professors, men llke Weyl and
Panofsky, have adapted themselves to the conditions and objects of
the Institute even more quickly and completely than some aAmericans
who zre still at heart professors in a graduate school. These
considerati ons make it important, as I see it, to bring into the
Board men who are young enough to learn the Institute and whose
activities in this country have been such that, like Carrel and Miss
Sabin and Weed, they will have no difficulty whatsoever in appreci-
ating the unique purpose of the Institute itself.

We can talk about detzils further. I have assembled a
few names that sre not on the list that I received that seem to me
to answer the conditions which I have set forth. Of tourse, in the
end I shall not obstruct anything that seems to you and Weed and
Mr . Bamberger wisest to do, but if you will reread the history of the
organization of the Rockefeller Institute in Simon's new Life of
Dr. Welch, you will see with what infinite patience and care the
Rockefeller Institute was moulded by its founders into something of
great distinction which bears a close resemblance to the Institute
for Advanced Study, and as far as I know, there is no other institute
in this country from which we have much to learn. Vhen I next come
to Princeton, I shall try to arrange to make my visit at a date when
you are there so that we can go over the general ideas which I have
expressed and I can submit to you the names which seem to me to embody
the principles in question. Thé one exception is Roland Morris.
He is a 1little old, but he is a distinguished man and will serve the
Institute precisely in the way in which Mr. Houghton served it. All
the others must be tried by very different standards.

With 211 good wishes,

Ever sincerely,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte “. 7,
The Institute for Advanced Study ?

Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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DRAFT OF LETTER TO ALVIN JOHNSON

Dear Alvin or Dear Johnson or Dear Dr. Johnson:

I have given the most careful thought to your letter of

April 8, and I think it is only due to you that I should do two things:
first, express my profound admiration for the work which you have done
in salvazing refugee scholars; second, state to you quite candidly

my own problem and the situation in which I find myself. I should
doubt whether a program which pays your debts, clears your deficits,
and gives you a working reserve of $85,000 will answer your purpose

for a working reserve of £85,000 iz & meager sum upon which to operate
in these perilous times.

There is a second consideration, namely, the relations which
have existed from the very beginning between Mr. Bamberger, Dr. Flexner,
and myself, as Flexner's successor. On only one occasion did either
Flexner or myself talk to Mr. Bamberger on the subject of gifts to
the Institute and that was when at the very outset Mr. Damberger asked
Mr. Flexmer how much it would reguire to start the Institute. He
said that it could be done with §5,000,000 but that with the growth
of the Institute much more would be reguired. Mr. Bamberger gave
the #5,000,000 but said nothing as to any future gifts. In the course
of a few years he added several mlllion dollars which have enabled us
to operate three schools. Now these three schools are only the
nucléus from which in course of time the Institute will grow, and it
grows under extremely difficult conditions. It has no income from
tuitions. Therefore, every worker who comes to the Institute is a
charge upon the income of the Institute. More than that, it is the
function of the Institute to provide advanced opportunities for
mature men and women who have displayed unusual original talent.
Whenever we find a person of that sort in any of our three schools,
we support not only him but, if he is married, his wife and children.

It is therefore all outgo and no income except from endowment.

If there were anybody else but Mr. Bamberger to whom I could speak

in your behalf with any reasonable assurance of success, I should be
more than happy to help you out on your noble work, but Mir. Bamberger
and his sister are the two persons in the world to whém I cannot mention
money elther for the Institute or for any other institution of learning.
What his intentions and resources are I do not know, and I have never
inquired, and Mr. Flexner is equally ignorant on poth points.

Do believe me when I repeat that I aprreciate profoundly the
good work you have done, the unselfishness znd intelligence with which
you have tried to save what EFurope has so shamefully thrown aside, but
also consider carefully the position in which I find myself, and i feel
certain that you will understand why I find myself unable to comply
with your reguest much as my own personzl inclination would lead me
to render you any help in my power.

With every good wish, believe me

Sincerely your friend,
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 7IND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

April 10, 1942

Dear Frank:

I cannot tell you how sorry I was not to be present
at rour lecture yesterday on account of the weather, and I am house-
bound today with a slight cold so that I cannot unfortunately hear
you today as I had expected to do. I wanted not only to be there
but to hear your story on honors work throughout the country. How-
ever, the matter will be remedied when the lectures are printed as
{ am sure they will be, following the precedent set by former OSachs
ecturers.

Anne has been trying to reach you or Russell by
telephone this= morning to explain my absence but has been unable
to locate you.

You may have heard, for some other people have, that
I have been advised by the doctors to go to the country and not to
walt until we csn go to Canada. The doctor suggested April, but
I was skepticzl about April and, as it has proved, quite rightly so.
We are going to be at the Inn for the month of ¥ay if our present
plans are carried out. However, we want to be very quiet and see
only intimate friends and not to engage in a social whirl.

I hope we may have a chance then to talk over
some things which Mr. Bamberger intimated to me during the last
two occasions on which I have lunched with him and Mrs. Fuld. They
are not urgent but may have, I think, a certain significance, greater
or less than it seemed to me at the time, for Mr. Bamberger, as you
know, expresses himself so tentatively that it is not always possible
to know how much importance he attzches to some of the things he
says.

Anne joins me in love to you and Marie.
Affectionately,

M- .J-l
Dr. Frank Aydelotte |
The Institute for Advanced Study |
Princeton, New Jersey l

AF:ESB



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 1942-
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

April 10, 1942

Dear Dr. Flexmer:

It was & greet plessure to see you ¢t my first
lecture end I sm glad you did not try to come to the othsrs.
The westher during the lest two or three deys has been
terrible and it wes & tremendous surprise to me that the
number &t my lectures held up wnd even inérezsed for the
final one today.

I enclose & letter which I have just recelived
from Alvin Johnson. It seems obvious to me that Mr. Bamberger
ought to reserve all of his mcuns for the Institute and I
wonder whether you would be willing to join me in saying this
both to Johnson snd to Mr. Bamberger. In some ways I think
& word from you would be more effective than one from me. You
know how desperate our iinencisl situation is st the moment.
I sm glad to sy thet I think I got £7000 from the Rockefeller
Foundation, wnich will help Just thet much on stipends in
me.thematics next yecr, but our reel problem is one which will
involve &ll thet Mr. Bamberger is able to do.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Dr. Abrunem Flexner
Curnegie Foundetion
545 Fifth &venue
New York City

P.S. I have had & lot of correspondence sbout Dr. Stern and
heve suggested to her the one men in the United States who could
help her if she would go to see him. Instead of doing that she
appeels to people like Finstein snd Koehlsr, who, however well-
disposed, &re not &ble to do her &my good. I cam sBee her if it
will give her any satisfection end I will be glad to errange an
interview. ©She wents un eppointment ¢t the Institute, which is
ebsolutely out of the question.
’c‘l
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March 6, 1942

Mr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute For Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Frank:
Many thanis for your telegram which reached me this morning.

It is kind of you to suggest calling on me Wednesday or Thurs-
day, but, as you say, you will have to be in New York Monday,

the 16th, and I know from your previous letter that you have

an Appeal Board meeting Tuesday, the 17th. I do not want you

to make a trip to New York on the 18th or 19th as this would

mean cutting your week in Princeton in half. There is really
nothing that I want to say that cannot wait until either you

come to New Yorx and have a half hour or so, or I go to Princeton
and see you at your office, or at tea.

I am delighted to know that Mrs. Morse and Canute are improving.
I can give you the most favorable reports of Anne and myself.

We ars both in the pink of condition and I have once more learned
to sleep like a baby.

Give our love to Marie.

Believe me, I am
Ever affectionately,

U 7

L

ROOF GARDEN
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Institute for Advanced Study

e=hEH COPY OF
etE=H WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

L/

Dr. Abresham Flexmer
Sentze Rita Hotel
Tucson, Arizoma

Merch 5, 1942

Letter received Looking forward esgerly to seeing you Regret away March

sixteenth for meeting Committee of Selection of Guggemheim Foumdation but

can call on you your apartment Wednesday eighteenth or Thursday mineteenth
Delighted report Morses and Canute ell improving satisfactorily

Frank Aydelotte
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MICK C.HALL
MANAGER

Mr. Frank Aydelotte
Tnstitute For Advance Study
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Frank:

Thank you for yours of the 26th and for the minutes

have read with great care and interest.

San{a- lera H_g+=e|

We are leaving Tucson Monday, the 9th. Anne wi

to New York to get the apartment In order. I

Journey 1in easy stages, stopplng with Jean in th%
I have to pass through Princeton to see some men
me on the scientific work which Pritchett did.

ab

":"C‘u

TUESDI'I Anznna

which T

t ), ete.

who are helping
I shall be there

Monday, March 16, and if you have time I should like to talk

yith you about the minutes, zbout some war problems
have been reflecting and about the new trustees,

some of them I have never heard of; others seem

on which I

list of which
you sent me. CFome of the suggestions seem to me excellent;

to me

doubtful

on account of age or other reasons. We ought to take advantage
of this opportunity tc strengtien the Board with mainly - not
is still in

wholly - young and growing wen, for the Institute
its teens and can still be made or unmade according
wise or a more or less wise board of trustees)

as 1t has a
for the Board

whiich you will now make, will choose your successor - something
that ought to be In our minds as long as you remain director,
which I hope will be many, many happy and successful years.

We were sorry about the accident to Morse and his wife, =nd to

Canute. I hope they are all improving.
With love to Marie, as well as yourself,

Ever sincerely,

—

ROOF GARDEN

q.55

(
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February 26, 1942

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Meny thunks for your leiler of Februery 13th. I hope
that Arizone is working cut (- well &8 you expected end th.t you
and Anne sre heving & fine hoi_l.iday.

As you will gee by the minutes which ere just reedy to
mail, the Institute is very much in the wer. I wernly appreclate
your telegrem ebout Riefler eand I shell be sending & notice soon
ebout Werren. Morgenthau wants him on full time at the Treasury,
but Warren hopes he will be able, by spending & month there &t the
peginning, to edjust his work so th: t he can then return to the
Institute for most of his time, meking only occeslonsl trips to
Weshington. It ie en wdvisory job - not routine - zmd very much in
the line of Werren's own mtaresba; end theretore sometiing which he
could not refuse either on pstriotic or intellectusl grounds. I am
sure thct the experience which Stewert, Riefler, Warren, Eerle, and
Mitrany sre heving will better fit them for their permancat duties
here ¢t the Institute when the war is over end the time for
constructive work arrives.

I am up to my neck in enemy elien problems - our owm here
&t the Inctitute and those of the Btate of Now Jersey wnich come |
before the eneuwy allen hearing bourd of which I am cheirmen, We have
worked out a very much pettler arrangement wit i the University for our

own group, so thet the regulution forblading them to enter the
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University campus, mentioned in my report, will no longer be in forece.
Dodds end Eisenhart heve been most snxious to work the thing out
considerately and I, on the other hend, heve felt thet it was & pro-
tection to our enemy uliems thet they should punctiliously obey all
regulations and run no risks ol .etting into the wromg place, even
uawittingly. I know by my experlence on the enemy allem heuring boerd
thet if snything should happen In Princeton wll enemy s«llens would
instently be zuspect end thet the wore carsful we hisd heen about
regulstions the bettsr it would be Jor wll of them.

As you will s=e ia the minutss, I was directed to sound
out informally meuwbers of the Boord conoar;ing aew Tructees, for the
guldsnce of the Noumincting Comuitiee, I unclose « list of nemes of
people who hove bzen sujgected to thue Com.ill-z énd should be grateful
if you would Imdicule roughly the order of your prefuersnce. Most of
these nemes I heve discucsed with you alrecdy. The Nomincting Committee
must ln Lhe end meke its cholce tlter cur-=ful discussion, but it was
thouglit thet some guidunce [rom the Bu:rd would be useful.

You wlll Le sorry to lecmm thet Canute has pneumonia. His
wide circle of fricnds in the Institute hive bDeen nost kind in caliimg
to inquire wnd cxprecsing their solicitude. Tor tie lest few days it
l;r.a beemn touch snd go, but to Mari:z snd me it seems this moming that
he hus tuken & decided turn for the better.

Kith kindest regards, I &am

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Abraham Ilexner —

Santa Rita Hotel AR AYDELOTTE
Tuceon, Arizona

FA/NCE
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Februery 5, 1942

Decr Dr. Flexners

The weeting went off besutifully and new officers
were elected in accordance with the pre-arrenged program
(Mr. Herdin, Chuirwen of the Board; Mr. Maess, President of the
Corporetionj and Dr. Weed, Vice-President) to the e parent satis-
{ection of &ll concerned. My report, which you will shortly
receive, dewlt principully with the very important war work now
going on &t the Institute. I geve some detulls which I thought
it best not to record In tne Minwmies ou uccount of the very con-
fluentiel churscter of & grect deal ol the work thet is being
done. It is all very luportant. Meritt's job, daaliny with
newspapers published in the langusges of the Eastern Mediterranean,
is extremely interesting, eand perbeps von Neumsan's work is the
most importent of &ll from the wmilitery point of view. My own
job &s Cheirman of au bnemy Alien Hearing Bosrd is certeinly the
iussiest. I find it time-consuming, but extraordinsrily interest-
ing - enda I hope useful.

We had the 1irst copy ol Lhe now etehing of Fuld Hall,
end other copies will be ready lor distribution soon. Rosenberg
hes made us & very beautiiul print.

I hupe you are huving u jood winter. We hud & very
rulet holidey et Highlend Perk end I accomplicshed an inmence
cmount of work on my Columbie Lectures; .llenh sre now set to be
delivered April 8, 9, =nd 10. The lust postponement was at
Russell's ewg,estion end not my own., I hud the lectures reedy in
the Fall, but at Christmus time I re-wrole them completely in a
very much expended form end they wre now w«wlmost reedy to primt,.

You will be sorry to hecr thut Mr. Nutt died the other
day. I knew thut you would went me to cend lrs. Nutt condolences
in your nume ts well as my own, which I uid.

Moerie and I had dinner with Nr, Bamberzer and Mrs, Fuld

in South Orange leist might snd found them &s well &s could be
expected.

With affectionete regerds, in which Mcrie joins, to
Anne and yourself, I am

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE
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fanta Pita Hotel
Tucson, irizona

Febraary 1%, 1942

Dear Fransd:

Thanik you very auch i1or yours of February 5, which iliss Eichelser
leld when I notified her by wire from Miami taat I was golag to

Tucson and oromised to wire ner again amy precise zddress when I

arrived in Tucson anu we had chosen a hotel.

I am glad to inow that the Board mneeting went off to your entire
satisfaction and I shall read your report when it arrives with
seen interest. I can, of course, underst:nd thst the minutes in
this particular case will necesszrily omit wuch that was s«id and
rasolved upon.

Of course, I am nappy that our men are rendering all possible service

in taneir power in this national and international emergency, but I

also hope tnat when this emergency is passed the Institute will be-

come wnat it wss intended to be: "A Pzradise For Echolsars"™ -- not an
ivory tower remote frow all numang concerin®@¥, but a retreat in waich
wen interested in everything, present znd future, ey be enzbled dis-
passionately to stuiy and reflect without feeling unier the necessity
of promoting specific policies. There may, of course, be an occastlonal
exception, but to this fundament-1l idea I should hold fast.

My general health iumproved rapidly both at Nesssu and at Miami, but
thhe dampness at bot.u places, particularly the latter, anunoyed me so
much that I was advised to spend a few weeus in the desert beiore re-
turning to New York. Tucson is really z lovely place; it is simple
end yet modern. Tu= town is surrounded by mountuins that glow in

the early morning as the sun rises :nd once wore in the evening as

it sets, reuinding me strongly of sundovn on the Jungfrau.

I am glad thet you have finished the Coluirbiz lectures. I shall nost
certainly he:r tuem when they zre delivered in April.

Tne dezth of Mr. Nutt grieves me. Sinple and unpretentious acs he was,
he was also a nstursl noblemsn - courteous, kinaly, concsicerste, in-
telligent znd in the higuest degree, consecienticus. Thank you very
much for sending his wife my condolences with your own. I snall w»rite
her a note from this far-orf spot.

I am ewfully plad to hear that you end larie had dinner with

Mr. Bamberger #nd rr. Fulo =nd found them botn well. I wisn tuey
naa the strengtn to mise tnis long Jjourney, wiich they used to :tue
in the old asays, zcing to Phoenix uowever inste:d of Tueson. Of tue
two I prefer Tucson. It is furti.er south :nd, hence, weriier; tne
clin:te is drier becsuse of the awount of irrigation around Pheoenix
san it is f=r less showy.
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Anne is gradually settling down to a routine in this new environ-
ment. She hzs been studying Spanish, first at Nassau, next at
Miami, 2nd is getting rezdy to resume the same activity here at
Tucson. The elevation of Tueson has troubled her z little -- me,
not at all. She Jjoins me in affectionate regards to you and Marie,
and, indeed, to all those who are cooperating with you in the work
of the Institute.

With all good wishes,

Ever sincerely,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute For Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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Santa Pita Hotel h
Tucson, Arizona !

February 13, 1942

Dear Franik:

Thank you very much for yours of February 5, which Miss Eichelser
held when I notified her by wire from Miami that I was going to

Tucson and promised to wire her again my precise address when I

arrived in Tucson and we had chosen a hotel.

I am glad to know that the Board meeting went off to your entire
satisfaction and I shall read your report when it arrives with
keen interest. I can, of course, understand that the minutes in
this particular case will necesszrily omit much that was sald and
resolved upon.

Of course, I am happy that our men are rendering all possible service

in their power in this national and international emergency, but I #
also hope that when this emergency is passed the Institute will be- J
come what it was intended to be: "A Paradise For Scholars" -- not an

ivory tower remote from all humang concern®@¥, but a retreat in which
men interested in everything, present and future, may be ensbled dis-
passionately to study and reflect without feeling under the necessity
of promoting specifiec policies., There may, of course, be an occastional
exception, but to this fundamentzl idea I should hold fast.

My general health improved rapidly both at Nassau and at Miami, but
the dampness at both places, particularly the latter, annoyed me so
much that I was advised to spend a few weeks in the desert beiore re-
turning to New York. Tucson is really a lovely place; it is simple
eand yet modern. The town is surrounded by mountains that glow in

the early morning as the sun rises znd once more in the evening as

it sets, reminding me strongly of sundown on the Jungfrau.

I am glad that you have finished the Columbiz lectures. I shall most
certainly hear them when they are delivered in April.

Tne death of Mr. Nutt grieves me, Simple and unpretentious as he was,
he was also a natural nobleman - courteous, kindly, considerate, in-
telligent and in the highest degree, conscientious. Thank you very
much for sending his wife my condolences with your own. I shall write
her a note from this far-off spot.

I am awfully glad to hear that you and Marie had dinner with

Mr. Bamberger and lirs., Fuld end found them both well. I wish they
had the strength to make this long journey, which they used to rzke
in the old days, going to Phoenix however instezd of Tueson., Of the
two I prefer Tucson. It is further south znd, hence, warmer; the
climste is drler because of the amount of irrigation around Phoenix
and it is far less showy.
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Anne is graduzlly settling down to a routine in this new environ-
ment. ©She hzs been studying Spanish, first st Nassau, next at

Miami, znd is getting ready to resume the szme activity here at
Tucson. The elevation of Tueson has troubled her a little -- me,

not at all. She joins me in affectionate regards to you and ie,
and, indeed, to all those who are cooperating with you in the work
of the Institute.

With all good wishes,
Ever sincerely,

“...7{-!
e

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute For Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Educator

A.B., Johns Hopkins University, 1886

Aode, Harvard University, 1906

University of Berlin, 1906-1907

LL.U., Westcrn Rescrve University, 1214

M.D. honoris causa, University of Berlin, 1929
MeDe honoris causa, University of Brussels, 1930

Lxpert, Carnegie Foundation for Advancement of Teaching,
Rew York, 1908-1912

General Education Board, Member, 1914-1928
hssistant Secretary 1913-1917; Secretary, 1917-1925;
Director of Division of Studies and lMedical Edueation,
1925=1928

Coumander of Tegion of lonor, ¥mnes, 1926

Fellow, American Associztion for Advancement of Science
Member, ¥aiserlich Leopold Dentsche A'mdemie der Naturforscher
Trustee, Howard University, Washington, D. C., 1931

Trustee, il1dlam Tolland Tilmer Found-tion, 1971

Rhodes lamorial lLecturechip, Oxford, Fngland, 19°7-19°8
Taylorien Lectureshin, Oxford, Fngland, 1928
Lecturer, Fondation Universitaelre, Belgian Universitios, 1929

Directer, Institute for Advianced Stucy, 1930-

Author
The American College, 1908
i‘edical RBducation in the United St-tos and Oanada, 1910
“edical Education in Burope, 1912
Prostitucion in Europe, 1913
A Modern School, 1916
A lodern Coklege, 1923
Medical Eduecation; A Comparative Study, 1925
Do Americams Rewully Value Tdne-tion],1927
Universities - American, English, German, 1920
also educetionsl pepers in periocdicals
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