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Abstract

The article presents an editio princeps of Masala fi anna ijma‘ ahl al-bayt hujja by the
fifth/eleventh-century Zaydi al-Muwaffaq bi-llah al-Jurjani, author of the K. al-Thata
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[t ilm al-kalam and the K. al-I'tibar wa-salwat al-Grifin, one of the earliest extant sub-
stantial discussions on the consensis of the family of the Prophet among the Zaydis.
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Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Isma‘l al-Hasani al-Jurjani al-Shajari, the later
al-Muwaffaq bi-llah, is listed by al-Hakim al-Jishumi (d. 494/1101) in his
Sharh Uyan al-masa’il in the twelfth generation of Mu‘tazilites. Al-Jishumi
adds that Aba ‘Abd Allah “leaned in his writings towards Zaydism” (wa-lahu
tasanif yamilu ila madhhab al-Zaydiyya).! Besides gadi [-qudat ‘Abd al-Jabbar
al-Hamadhani (d. 415/1025), with whom Abu ‘Abd Allah probably studied
when still quite young, the latter was also a pupil of Imam al-Muw’ayyad bi-llah
Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Buthani al-Harani (b. 333/944, d. 411/1020). This is
reported by Abui ‘Abd Allah'’s son Yahya b. al-Husayn (b. 412/1021, d. 479/10867 or
499/1106), the later Imam al-Murshad bi-llah, in his sira of al-Mwayyad bi-llah.2
Al-Muw’ayyad bi-1lah and his brother, Imam al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq Abu Talib Yahya
b. al-Husayn (d. 424/1033), are also mentioned as the teachers of Abti ‘Abd Allah
in an anonymous work devoted to the biographical tradition of the Zaydis of
northern Iran, which is incompletely preserved in manuscript. In chapter 15 of

1 Al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Sharh Uyan al-masa’il, in Fu’ad Sayyid (ed.), Fad! al-i‘tizal wa-tabaqat
al-Mu‘tazila: Abu [-Qasim al-Balkhi, al-Qadi Abd al-Jabbar, al-Hakim al-Jishumi, ed. Ayman
Fuad Sayyid, Beirut: al-Ma‘had al-Almani li-l-Abhath al-Sharqiyya fi Bayrat / Dar al-Farabi,
1439/2017, p. 398. ‘Abd al-Jabbar is known to have composed a brief doctrinal summa, entitled
Mukhtasar “al-Hasant”. It has been suggested that the title indicates that he wrote the tract
for his student Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Isma‘l al-Hasani, i.e. al-Muwaffaq bi-llah; see
Hassan Ansari, “‘Munaqasha-i dar bara-yi yiki az kitab-ha-yi mansuab bih qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar”,
Barrasi-ha-yi tarikhi, https://ansarikateban.com/post/1395 (accessed 9 March 2022). The
question whether the tract that was published as al-Mukhtasar fi usul al-din (edited by
Muhammad ‘Imara in Rasa’il al-‘adl wa-l-tawhid, Cairo: s.n.,1971, vol. 1, pp. 189—282, and again
by Sayf al-Din al-Katib in Rasa’il fi [-‘adl wa-l-tawhid, Beirut: Dar Maktabat al-Hayat, 1980,
pp- 315—389) is indeed ‘Abd al-Jabbar's Mukhtasar al-Hasant is discussed by Michael Cook
in Commanding Right and Forbidding Wrong, Cambrige: Cambridge University Press, 2000,
p- 202 n. 43; see also Margaretha T. Heemskerk, Suffering in the Mu‘tazilite Theology: Abd
al-Jabbar’s Teaching on Pain and Divine Justice, Leiden: Brill, 2000, p. 47.

2 Al-Murshad bi-llah Aba l-Husayn Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma‘l al-Jurjani al-Shajari, Sirat
al-Imam al-Mu'ayyad, ed. Salih ‘Abd Allah Ahmad Qurban, Amman: Mu’assassat al-Imam
Zayd b. ‘Ali al-Thaqafiyya, 1424/2003, p. 44.
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the document (al-fasl al-khamis ‘ashar fi asami muhaqqiqi [talamidh] al-Imam
al-Muayyad bi-llah qaddasa llah rihahu min al-sadat wa-l-mashayikh) it is
stated that Abii ‘Abd Allah studied with al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah a work entitled
al-Iqama fi l-imama, which is attributed here to al-Mwayyad bi-llah, and with
al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq the latter’s K. al-Di‘ama fi l-imama.3

The earliest biographical note on Abii ‘Abd Allah is found in the K. al-Maratib
[t fada’il amir al-mwminin wa-sayyid al-wasiyyin Al b. Abt Talib salawat Allah
‘alayhi by his co-religionist and former fellow student Abii 1-Qasim Isma‘l b.
Ahmad al-Jili al-Busti (d. ca. 420/1029), who praises Abui ‘Abd Allah’s excel-
lence in a variety of disciplines, among them grammar, literature and poetry,
eloquence, theology, law (including ShafiT and Hanafi law), and legal theory,
as well as hadith.* Abu Isma‘ll Ibrahim b. Nasir Ibn Tabataba, a student of
al-Murshad, identifies Abui ‘Abd Allah as a scholar of Rayy who hailed from
Jurjan (bi-l-Rayy min nazilat Jurjan) and he provides the latter’s full genealogy:
al-Husayn b. Isma‘il b. Zayd b. al-Hasan b. Ja‘far b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad b.
Ja‘far b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shajari, Imam al-Muwaffaq bi-llah Shams al-Sharaf.
Ibn Tabataba adds that Abu ‘Abd Allah was succeeded by his son, Imam al-
Murshad bi-llah Zayn al-Sharaf Abu 1-Husayn Yahya b. al-Husayn.> Some basic
biographical information on Abui ‘Abd Allah is also included in the K. al-Shafi
of Imam al-Mansar bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (d. 614/1217).6 Husam al-Din
Abu ‘Abd Allah Humayd b. Ahmad al-Mubhalli (b. 582/1186, d. 652/1254) also
includes a brief notice on Abu ‘Abd Allah in his al-Hada’iq al-wardiyya ft
manaqib a’immat al-Zaydiyya.” Al-Muhalli provides a more detailed account
of Abui ‘Abd Allah’s writings in his Mahasin al-azhar fi managqib imam al-abrar

3 On the document, see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian Zaydism [in preparation].
That al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah is here said to have composed a K. al-Igama fi [-imama is noteworthy
and possibly an error. The K. al-Di@ma has been edited by Naji Hasan, who falsely identified
the work as Nusrat madhahib al-Zaydiyya of al-Sahib b. ‘Abbad (Baghdad: Matba‘at al-Jami‘a,
1977). A new edition of the work, correctly identified as K. al-Di‘ama fi [-imama by al-Natiq
bi-l-Haqq Abu Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Harani, was published by Ibrahim Yahya ‘Abd
Allah al-Darsi (n.p. [Yemen]: Markaz al-Imam al-Mansur bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza ‘alayhi
I-Salam li-I-Dirasat al-Islamiyya, 1439/2018).

4 Abul-Qasim Bust], “al-Maratib fi fada’il ‘Ali b. Abi Talib ‘alayhi I-salam’, ed. Muhammad Rida
al-Ansari al-Qummi, Mirath-i Hadith-i Shi‘a 6 (1380/2001), pp. 105—236, here pp. 234—235.

5 Ibrahim b. Nasir Ibn Tabataba, Muntagilat al-Talibiyya, ed. Muhammad Mahdi al-Sayyid
Hasan al-Khirsan, Najaf: al-Matba‘a al-Haydariyya, 1388/1968, p. 156. For al-Murshad bi-llah,
see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian Zaydism [in preparation].

6 Al-Mansur bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza, K. al-Shafi, ed. Majd al-Din al-Mu’ayyadi, 4 vols,
San‘@: Maktabat al-Yaman al-Kubra, 1986, vol. 1, p. 337.

7 See Wilferd Madelung, Arabic Texts concerning the History of the Zaydi Imams of Tabaristan,
Daylaman and Gilan, Beirut: Deutsches Orient-Institut / Wiesbaden: Steiner, 1987, p. 270
(Arabic).
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in the context of discussing the question whether the consensus of the akl al-
bayt constitutes a legal proof: al-Muhalli mentions that Aba ‘Abd Allah dealt
with this issue in a comprehensive manner in a tract specifically devoted to the
topic (evidently meaning the text that is published here). Al-Muhalli adds that
Abt ‘Abd Allah also composed K. al-Thata fi ‘ilm al-kalam, a theological summa
in two volumes, as well as al-I'tibar wa-salwat al-arifin fi funun al-akhbar
wa-milh al-athar, and he praises both books profusely.®

The consensus of the family of the Prophet is an important notion among
the various legal strands of Zaydism, all of which deem it one of the valid
sources of law that provide certainty. The basis for this view lies in their inter-
pretation of the hadith al-thaqalayn, according to which the Prophet left his
community with the Quran and “my progeny” (kitab Allah wa-‘itrati), which
refers to the family of the Prophet, the aAl al-bayt. The concept had been devel-
oped and employed by the early generations of Zaydis, certainly at least in the
time of al-Hasan b. Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Zayd (d. 267/880-81) and Muhammad
b. Mansur al-Muradi (alive in 252/866).° Another influential source that
informed both the Zaydis of Iran and those of Yemen of the early legal doc-
trines of the various strands of Zaydism and their consensuses was the writings
of the fourth/tenth-century scholar ‘Ali b. al-Abbas b. Ibrahim al-Hasani from
the branch of Zayd b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, a student of al-Nasir li-I-Haqq
al-Hasan b. ‘Al1 al-Utrash (d. 304/917) and al-Hadi ila 1-Haqq (d. 298/911). ‘Ali
b. al-‘Abbas had served as gadi in Tabaristan in the time of al-da? al-saghir
Abt Muhammad al-Hasan b. Qasim (d. 316/928) and accompanied al-Hadi to
Yemen. Since he was familiar with all strands of Zaydi legal doctrine in his

8 Husam al-Din Aba ‘Abd Allah Humayd b. Ahmad al-Muhalli, Mahasin al-azhar fi manaqib
imam al-abrar wa-walid al-a’imma al-athar al-imam amir al-muminin Al b. Abt Talib, ed.
Muhammad Bagqir al-Mahmudi, Qum: Majma“ Ihya’ al-Thaqafa al-Islamiyya, 1422 [2001-2],
p. 507. The K. al-I'tibar wa-salwat al-Grifin, the most popular of Aba ‘Abd Allah’s writings,
falls within the genre of mawa’iz and has been edited (ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajth,
3rd ed., San‘@: Mu’assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali al-Thaqafiyya, 1341/2008). For an analysis of
the work and its numerous isnads, which provide further insights into the mashayikh of al-
Muwaffaq bi-llah, see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies in Iranian Zaydism [in preparation]. For
unique partial witnesses of al-Muwaffaq’s Jhata and an anonymous taig on the work, with
analysis, see ibid.

9 For details, see Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke, “Abt Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Harani
(d. 424/1033) on the Consensus of the Family of the Prophet: An Editio Princeps of His Risala
ftanna ijma‘ahl al-bayt hujja (Ms Milan, Ambrosiana, ar. F 29/4, Fols 290v—295V”, Shii Studies
Review 3 (2019), pp. 253—273; see also Scott Lucas, “Consensus in Yemeni-Zaydi Jurisprudence:
Selections from Unpublished Writings by Imam Ahmad b. Sulayman and Qadi Ga‘far’,
Chroniques du manuscrit au Yémen g (July 2019), pp. 56—99.
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time, he composed a K. Ikhtilaf fugaha’® ahl al-bayt1° His writings were cited
by many later Zaydi scholars, among them al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq Aba Talib in Iran
and the Yemeni Zaydi scholar al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad
b. Yahya al-Hadaw1 (d. 662/1263—64 or 663/1264—65) in his Shifa’ al-uwam fi
ahadith al-ahkam. In the course of his discussion of the differences among
the ahl al-bayt, ‘Ali b. al-Abbas also defined the notion of consensus among
the family of the Prophet.

The first systematic discussion by a Zaydi author on the topic is the Risala fi
anna ijma‘ahl al-bayt hujja by al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq Abu Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn,
which was followed by a more comprehensive treatment of the issue by
al-Muwaffaq bi-llah, entitled Masala fi anna ijma‘ ahl al-bayt hujja. Although
al-Muwaffaq’s treatise is more substantial than Abu Talib’s, his discussion
of the topic is clearly influenced by Abu Talib’s tract. Al-Muwaffaq also has
a chapter entitled al-kalam fi anna {jma‘ al-itra (‘alayhum al-salam) hujja in
his theological summa, K. al-Thata.'? At the end of this chapter, al-Muwaffaq
mentions his treatise on jma’ indicating that the latter predates the Ihata.
Further, in the IThata he refers to another work of his, entitled Masa’il al-khilaf
frusul al-figh, which is lost but probably also included a discussion of the con-
sensus of the family of the Prophet.!3 Discussions of the notion of jjma“ahl
al-bayt are also at times included in systematic works on legal theory written
by later Zaydi scholars.!* Examples include the K. al-Zahir fi usul al-figh by
Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Ahmad b. Sulayman (d. 566/1170) and al-Taqrib
ftusul al-figh and al-Bayan fi usul al-figh by Ja‘far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
al-Buhlali (“Qadi Ja‘far’, d. 573/1177).15 Al-Mansar bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza

10  See Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla“ al-budir wa-majma‘ al-buhur fi tarajim rijal al-Zaydiyya, ed.
Majd al-Din b. Muhammad b. Mansar al-Mu’ayyadi, 4 vols, Sa‘da: Markaz Ahl al-Bayt
li-I-Dirasat al-Islamiyya, 2004, vol. 3, pp. 269—270 (with further references).

11 Al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din, Shifa’ al-uwam fi ahadith al-ahkam, 3 vols, San@’: Jam‘iyyat
‘Ulama’ al-Yaman, 1416/1996.

12 MS Leiden, Cod. Or. 8409, fols 131v—135v.

13 MS Leiden, Cod. Or. 8409, fols 24v, 31r, 52v. Occasionally al-Muwaffaq also refers to
al-Khilafiyyat fi usul al-figh (MS Leiden, Cod. Or. 8409, fols 96v, 1831, 225v), an alternative
title for his Masa@’il al-khilaf fr usul al-figh.

14  Foran overview of Zaydi works on legal theory, see Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke,
Studies in Medieval Islamic Intellectual Traditions, Atlanta: Lockwood Press, 2017,
chapter 3.

15  For editions and translations of the relevant sections in the mentioned works by al-
Mutawakkil and Qadi Jafar, see Lucas, “Consensus in Yemeni-Zaydi Jurisprudence”.
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(d. 614/1217) also addresses the topic in his Sharh al-Risala al-nasiha'® and in
his Mukatabat.*”

Al-Muwaffaq’s Masala fi anna ijma“ahl al-bayt hujja is apparently preserved
in three witnesses. First, ‘Abd al-Salam al-Wajih mentions a copy of the text
transcribed by Salah b. Hasan Nur al-Din that is kept in the Maktabat al-Sayyid
al-‘Allama Yahya Rawiya.!® Second, the library of a branch of the Al al-Wazir
in Hijrat al-Sirr holds a multitext volume that includes a text entitled Misbah
al-mahajja al-dall ‘ala anna ijma‘ al al-nabi hujja, which was copied, according
to al-Hibshi, in 972/1564-65. In his brief description of the text in his Fihris!®
al-Hibshi identifies al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah Ahmad b. al-Husayn (d. 421/1030) as the
tract’s author. Al-Wajih, who saw the same copy (and who reports that the copy
is dated Sha‘ban 772/February—March 1371), disagreed with al-HibshT’s identi-
fication and named ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi (d. 667/1269) as its author. In
view of the scant information provided by al-Wajth, it is unclear how he arrived
at this conclusion. In any case, the individual headings of the two masa’il
included in the text as well as the chapter ( fas/) headings in both masa’il as
recorded by al-Wajih precisely match those of the Risala fi anna ijma‘ahl al-
bayt hujja by Aba Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Hartni and Masala fi anna {jma‘
ahl al-bayt hujja by al-Muwaffaq bi-llah. The overlaps indicate that these two
tracts are in fact behind “Misbah al-mahajja al-dall ‘ala anna ijma‘ al al-nabi
hujja"2° Neither of these copies of al-Muwaffaq’'s Mas'ala was accessible to us.

16  Al-Mansar bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza, Sharh al-Risala al-nasiha bi-l-adilla al-wadiha,
ed. Ibrahim Yahya al-Dars1 al-Hamzi and Hadi b. Hasan b. Had1 al-Hamzi, Sa‘da: Markaz
Ahl al-Bayt li-I-Dirasat al-Islamiyya, 1423/2002, pp. 126—131 ( fa-in gila: wa-ma l-ijma‘wa-ila
kam yangasim ...).

17  Al-Mansar bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza, Majmu‘mukatabat al-Imam Abd Allah b. Hamza,
ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih, San‘a’: Mw’assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali al-Thaqafiyya,
1429/2008, pp. 238—242 ( faslfi ijma“ al rasul Allah salla llah ‘alayhiwa-alihi).

18  ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajth, Alam al-mwallifin al-Zaydiyya, 2nd enl. and rev. ed.,
2 vols., Sanaa: Dar al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali, 1439/2018, vol. 1, p. 365.

19 ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Hibshi, Fihris makhtutat ba‘da l-maktabat al-khassa fi [-Yaman,
London: Mw’assasat al-Furqan li--Turath al-Islami, 1994, p. 49 no. 84.

20  ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajth, Masadir al-turath fi [-maktabat al-khassa fi [-Yaman,
2 vols., McLean, VA: Muassasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali al-Thaqafiyya, 1422/2002, vol. 2,
pp- 364, 391-392. The two tracts were accessible to us through MS Milan, Ambrosiana,
ar. F 29, fols 290v—308r. Al-Wajih’s description of the Misbah reads as follows (the cor-
responding locations in the Ambrosiana manuscript are given in parentheses): awwaluhu
Masala ft anna ijma‘ ahl al-bayt hujja min imla@ al-Imam Abi Talib al-Haruni (= fol. 2g90v),
thumma fasl fi dhikr shubah yumkin iraduha ft hadhihi [-masala wa-bayan ajwibatiha
(=fol. 294r), thumma mas‘ala ft anna jjma‘ahl al-bayt hujja min imla al-Sayyid Ahmad [sic]
b. Isma‘ll al-Jurjant (= fol. 295v), thumma fasl fi l-adilla allatt istadalla biha (= fol. 297v),
wa-akhiran faslfi l-adilla allatt tudhkar ft hadha [-bab (= fol. 305v), wa-akhiran faslft hukm
ijmatihim ‘alayhim al-salam (= fol. 306r).
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The following edition of the text is based on a third copy of the tract, preserved
in a multitext volume (Ms Milan, Ambrosiana, ar. F 29, fols 295v—309v) that
was transcribed for the most part by al-Taqi b. Muhy11-Din b. Sharaf al-Din and
is dated 1043/1633.2! The manuscript is problematic and has several lacunae,
especially towards the end of the text where it has been heavily damaged by
water. In view of the importance of the text and the rich historical information
it contains, and given the low likelihood that either of the two witnesses of the
text in Yemen will become accessible in the foreseeable future, we decided to
publish an edition on the basis of the single accessible witness.
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