Ibn Mattawayh

Abit Muhammad al-Hasan b. Ahmad
Ibn Mattawayh (or Mattaya; fl. fifth/
cleventh century) was a Mu'tazili theo-
logian and jurisprudent, who belonged
to the Bahshami branch of the move-
ment, founded by Aba Hashim al-Jubba‘T
(d. 321/933).

1. LiFE

In his biographical work on Mu'‘tazilt
scholars, al-Hakim al-Jishumi (d. 494/
1101) mentions Ibn Mattawayh near the
end of his list of the twelfth generation,
comprising the disciples and compan-
ions of the gadi [-qudat ‘Abd al-Jabbar
al-Hamadhani (d. 415/1025) (Sayyid 389).
This suggests that Ibn Mattawayh joined
‘Abd al-Jabbar as a student when the latter
was already advanced in age and that his
discipleship with the gadi [-qudat—which is
confirmed also by his references to ‘Abd
al-Jabbar’s lessons throughout his works—
may have been short. This seems to be
supported by chains of transmission in
which Ibn Mattawayh is said to be a stu-
dent of Aba Rashid al-Nisabart (d. after
415/1024) (Ansari and Schmidtke 2010),

‘Abd al-Jabbar’s successor as head of the
Bahshamiyya, with whom Ibn Mattawayh
apparently continued his studies after
‘Abd al-Jabbar’s death. Almost nothing
else 1s known about his life. Death dates
of 469/1076 and 468/1075 proposed by
various scholars have no foundation.

2. WoRKs

Ibn Mattawayh’s most influential inde-
pendent work, on natural philosophy, is
al-Tadhkira fi abkam al-jawahir wa-l-a‘rad or
al-Tadhkira fi latif [9lm] al-kalam, the most
comprehensive of its kind in the extant
Mu'tazili literature. It contains a detailed
chapter on substances (jawahir), followed
by one section devoted to physics (al-juz’
wa-furitthy) and another to biology from a
theologians’ point of view (al-kayat). The
section on physics contains discussions of
the annthilation and restoration of sub-
stances (fana’ al-jawalir wa-i‘adatuha) and
of atoms and bodies and their proper-
ties, viz., colours, tastes and odours, heat
and cold, pains and pleasures, sounds,
speech, and language (aswat wa-kalam),
spatial states (akwan), composition (falif),
pressure (i‘timad), and dampness and dry-
ness. The section on biology treats in
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detail desire and distaste (shahwa wa-nifar),
capability (qudra), will and aversion (irada
wa-karaha), belief, knowledge, and sup-
position  (1%gadat wa-‘ulim  wa-zunan),
rational investigation (nazar), and per-
ception (iudrak). Nothing i1s known about
the date of its composition. The ecarliest
text to refer to it is a supercommentary
(Zivadat) on the Kitab al-Usial of Abu ‘All
Ibn Khallad (d. before mid-fourth/tenth
century) that was, until recently, believed
to have been composed by Abu Rashid
al-Nisabart. It is now clear, however, that
the extant fragments were part of a super-
commentary on Abt Rashid’s {wadat by
a Zaydi scholar from Daylam, ‘Ali b.
al-Husayn b. Muhammad Siyah [Shah]
Sarfjan [Sarbjan], whose father had
been a student of ‘Abd al-Jabbar (Ansari
and Schmidtke 2010). The numerous
manuscript copies of Yemeni provenance
confirm that the 7adhkira, too, was popu-
lar among Yemeni Zaydt authors from the
sixth/twelfth century onwards. A para-
phrastic commentary on the Tadhkira was
apparently written by Ibn Mattawayh’s
student Aba Ja‘far Muhammad b. ‘Alf Ibn
Mazdak (Ansart 2006; Schmidtke 2008).
Other independent works that are
not extant are his Kitab al-Tahrir, which
is quoted in al-Mutamad (rev. ed. Mad-
elung, 110) of Rukn al-Din Mahmud Ibn
al-Malahimi (d. 536/1141), and his Kitab
al-Kifaya, on the imamate. While nothing
is known of the character and scope of
the 7afyir, numerous quotations from the
Kifaya are preserved in the Ranz al-fawa’id
of Abu I-Fath al-Karajaki (d. 449/1057-8)
and the Sharh Naly al-balagha of Ibn Abi
l-Had1d (d. 656/1258) (1:8, 6:376, 7:10,
13:315-6). These show that in this work
Ibn Mattawayh argued at length for
the superiority of ‘Al over Abu Bakr
and affirmed ‘Alf’s impeccability (‘isma),
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although he did not consider it a prereq-
uisite for the validity of the imamate.

Ibn Mattawayh also wrote an indepen-
dent, explicative, and sometimes critical
commentary on ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s al-Mufit
bi-l-taklif, entitled al-Mami* fi I-Muhit bi-Il-
taklif or al-Majma‘ al-muhit bi-l-taklif, which,
also, was popular among the later Zaydis
of Yemen. The exact relationship between
‘Abd al-Jabbar’s al-Muhit and Ibn Matt-
awayh’s al-Mamu‘ fi [-muhit, which had
been disputed (see the introduction by
Gimaret to vol. 2 of al-Mamu‘), can now
be established on the basis of the numerous
fragments of the Mu/it that are preserved
in the various Geniza collections (Ben-
Shammai 1974; Schmidtke 2007, 396 ff.
no. 7; edition by Omar Hamdan and
Gregor Schwarb, forthcoming). A refuta-
tion of Ibn Mattawayh’s opinions on the
imamate, in the (still unpublished) fourth
part of his Magmi, was composed by the
Yemeni Zaydi scholar Aba 1-Fadl Jafar
b. Ahmad al-Buhlali (known as al-Qadt
Jatar, d. 573/1177-8), al-Nagd ‘ala sahib
al-Magmii* al-Muhit bi-l-taklif fima khalafa fihi
al-Zaydiyya fi bab al-tmama (Schwarb, no.
354:5). Ibn Mattawayh also wrote para-
phrastic commentaries (falig) on ‘Abd
al-Jabbar’s al-fumal wa-I-‘uqiid (quoted by
al-Hasan al-Rassas in his al-Rayfiyya; sce
Thiele, 544) and his al- Umad fi usil al-figh
(referred to in his Tadhkira, ed. Gimaret,
607), both of which are lost.

Various works have been attributed
erroneously to Ibn Mattawayh, viz., Talyg
al-thata (Heemskerk, 67), a paraphrase of
al-IThata by Imam al-Muwaffaq bi-llah Aba
‘Abdallah al-Husayn b. Isma‘Tl al-Shajart
al-Jurjant  (d. 479/1086-7); al-Mufit
bi-usal al-imama ‘ala madhhab al-Zaydiyya
(al-Ruqayhi, 737; Schwarb, no. 206:4),
which was, in fact, by the above-men-
tioned Shah Sarbijan; and Asbab al-nuzil
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(al-Ruqayht, 93 f.; Schwarb, no. 206:7)
and al-Basit fi I-tafsir, both of which were,
in fact, composed by Abt l-Hasan ‘Al
b. Ahmad b. ‘Al Ibn Muttaya 1-Wahidr
(d. 468/1076) (al-Ruqayhi, 106, 228;
Schwarb, no. 206:8).
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