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RESUME

Deux manuscrits récemment découverts enrichissent de fagon significative notre
savoir sur la vie et ’ceuvre de Ibn Abi Jumhir al-Ahsa’t (m. aprés 906/1501). Les
volumes, aujourd’hui conservés a la Kitabkhana-yi Madrasa-yi ‘ilmiyya-yi Marwi de
Téhéran (mss MarwT 855 et 874), contiennent exclusivement les écrits d’Ibn Ab1 Jumhr,
et, de toute évidence, ils ont été copiés de son vivant, comme en témoigne la présence de
nombreux ijazat et notices marginales de la main de I’auteur. Outre de présenter I’impor-
tance de cette découverte, le présent article contient 1’édition princeps d’un ijaza ‘amma
de Ibn Abt Jumhir contenu dans le manuscrit Chester Beatty 3810 (f. 328-329b).

Mots clés: Tbn AbT Jumhir al-Ahsa’t; philosophie Illuminationiste ; ijaza; ijaza
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SUMMARY

Recently, two codices have been discovered that significantly augment what was
hitherto known about Ibn Ab1 Jumhir al-Ahsa’T’s (d. after 906/1501) life and ceuvre. The
codices, which are nowdays in the possession of the Kitabkhana-yi Madrasa-yi ‘ilmiyya-
yi Marwt in Tehran (MSS Marwt 855 and 874), consist exclusively of writings of Ibn Abi
Jumhiir and were evidently copied during his lifetime as is indicated by the numerous
autograph ijazas and marginal notes in the hand of the author. The present paper not only
outlines the significance of these findings, but also contains an editio princeps of Ibn Abi
Jumhir’s jjaza ‘Gmma that is contained in MS Chester Beatty 3810 (ff. 328-329b).
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Numerous Muslim authors whose writings were widely received by
later generations completely escaped the attention of the compilers of
biographical works, and the only sources for the reconstruction of their
biographies are (if available) self-testimonies such as colophons, autobio-
graphical and autobibliographical notes that may be gleaned from their
writings. A prominent example of this category of completely enigmatic
personalities is Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Mahmid al-Shahrazirt (fl.
second half of the 7th/13th century), one of the early commentators of the
Shaykh al-Ishraq Shihab al-Din al-Suhrawardi al-magqtial (in 587/1191)
who had composed, ironically, a biography of pre-Islamic and Islamic
philosophers that contains the most significant biographical entry on
Suhrawardi we possess until today (Nuzhat al-arwah).!

Another category of scholars are those about whom the biographical
tradition has only scant information which is, in addition, nearly exclusi-
vely based on some selected self-testimonies taken from the writings of the
personality described. The Imami scholar Muhammad b. ‘AlT b. Ibrahim
b. [Ab1] Jumhiir al-Ahsa’12 belongs to this category. Ibn AbT Jumhiir was
active during the second half of the 9th/15th century and is primarily
known for his Mujli mir’at al-munji fi I-kalam wa-hikmatayn wa-I-tasaw-
wuf in which he amalgamated, as the work’s title indicates, Mu'tazilite and
Ash‘arite kalam, Peripatetic and Illuminationist philosophy and philoso-
phical mysticism in an unprecedented and unique manner. In an jjaza
issued in 897/1492 in Mashhad as well as in the introduction to his hadith
work Ghawalt al-la’ali which he completed in the same year, Ibn AbT
Jumbhiir outlines seven chains of transmission linking himself through the
‘Allama al-Hillt (d. 726/1325) back to the Shaykh al-T@’ifa Abu Ja‘far
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-TusT (d. 460/1067). These chains of transmis-
sion, containing the names of many scholars that are otherwise completely
unknown, provide a comprehensive and unique overview of the Twelver
ShiT scholarly tradition particularly for the 8th/14th and 9th/15th centuries.
They testify in particular to the close connections that existed between
scholars of the main centres of Twelver Shiism at the time, viz. Bahrayn,

! See Mascitelli 1995.

le., of al-Has@'. In most of his autograph ijazas as well as in some colophons, he
gives his name as follows: Muhammad b. ‘AlT b. Jumhir al-Ahsawi (see below, nn.
15, 18, 31, 44, 47, 48, 49). Cf., by contrast, his autobibliographical ijaza (which is
likewise an autograph) where he gives the names of his father and grandfather as
Abi |-Hasan Zayn al-Din ‘AlT b. Husam al-Din Ibrahim b. Hasan b. Ibrahim b. 467
Jumhir al-Ahsawi and where he indicates his name at the end of the document as
follows: Muhammad b. ‘AlT b. Ibrahim b. 457 Jumhar al-Ahsawi. An edition of this
ijaza is included in the Appendix. Muhammad b. 467 Jumhiir al-Ahsawt is also the
form of his name that is mentioned in the colophon of his al-Risala al-Barmakiyya
(see below, n. 35).
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Iraq (here mainly Najaf and al-Hilla) and the region of the Jabal ‘Amil.
Most entries in the later Twelver ShiT biographical literature devoted to
Ibn AbT Jumhir and especially to his immediate teachers and transmitters
rely mostly on the information provided in Ibn AbT Jumhiir’s account of
his chains of transmission.?

The reconstruction of Ibn Ab1 Jumhir’s biography therefore has to rely
primarily on the self-testimonies that can be gleaned from his writings, his
colophons and his ijazas.* Of major significance is an ijaza Ibn AbT Jum-
har issued on 10 Jumada I 896/21 March 1491 in Mashhad to Muhammad
b. Salih al-Gharawi of which an autograph is preserved in MS Chester
Beatty 3810 (ff. 328a-329b), at the end of a copy of his Kitab al-Mujli.s

3 For a detailed analysis of these chains, see Schmidtke 2000, pp. 282-306 [Anhang 3:
Die Uberliefererketten des Ibn Abi Gumhir al-Ahsa’1].

4 Three of Ibn AbT Jumhir’s ijazas are included in Muhammad Bagqir al-Majlist’s
Bihar al-anwar (see Majlisi, Bihar al-anwar, vol. 108, pp. 3-20 [repr. in al-Hadl
1992, pp. 227-238]). These are also included in a majmii‘at al-ijazat that had been
penned down by various scribes between 991/1583 and 1012/1603-04 (MS Vaziri
[Yazd] 1708/28, 32, 43, 45, 61). For a description of the codex, see Shirwani 1350-
1358sh./1971-1979, pp. 1027-1033. I am grateful to Ahmad Reza Rahimi Riseh for
having provided me with a copy of this manuscript.

E See Appendix. For a brief description of the manuscript, see Arberry 1955-1966, 1V,
p. 18. The manuscript consists of 348 ff. (25.5%18 cm). Most of the quires (kararis,
sg. kurras), which consist, as a rule, of eight, respectively ten leaves, are numbered
(as the present writer only had a partly illegible microfilm of the copy at her
disposal, the following list may not be complete): f. 4 al-kurras al-rabi‘ (?); f. 26a:
al-kurras al-sadis; f. 86a: [illegible]; f. 96a: [illegible]; f. 116a: [illegible]; f. 126a:
[illegible]; f. 136a: al-kurras al-sabi‘ ‘ashar; f. 156a: [illegible]; f. 166a: al-kurras
al-“ishrun; f. 176a: al-kurras al-hadi wa-I-‘ishran; f. 186a: al-kurras al-thant wa-I-
‘ishrun; f. 194a: al-kurras al-thalith wa-I-“ishrin; f. 204a: al-rabi‘ wa-I-‘ishrin;
f. 214a: al-kurras al-khamis wa-1-‘ishran; f. 222a: al-kurras al-sadis wa-1-ishrin;
f. 230a: al-kurras al-sabi‘ wa-I-‘ishrin; f. 240a: al-kurras al-thamin wa-I-ishrin;
f. 250a: al-kurras al-tasi wa-I-‘ishrun; f. 260a: al-kurras al-thalathin; f. 270a: al-
kurras al-hadi wa-I-thalathin; f. 272a: al-kurras al-thani wa-I-thalathin; f. 282a:
al-kurras al-thalith wa-I-thalathin; f. 290a: al-kurras al-rabi‘ wa-I-thalathin;
f. 300a: al-kurras al-khamis wa-I-thalathan; f. 310a: al-kurras al-sadis wa-I-thala-
thitn. Occasional foliation numbers were added by a European hand. In addition,
there are numerous ownership statements to be found on the recto side of the leaf
preceding f. 1 and on f. la, among them those of two prominent Twelver ShiT
scholars of the late 18th/early 19th century: Muhammad Bagir al-Isfahani, better
known as Shaykh Muhammad Taqi Aqa Najafi (d. 1332/1914), who became the
owner of the manuscript in Muharram 1325/February-March 1907; and the marja“
Shaykh Muhammad Husayn Kashif al-Ghita’ (1294-1373H./1877-1954), who came
in possession of the manuscript in Rajab 1326/July-August 1908. In addition to a
brief ownership statement on f. la (min kutub al-haqir Muhammad Bagqir al-
Isfahant ayyadahu llah ...), Muhammad Baqir has a note on the recto leaf preceding
f. la, mentioning the two autograph ijazas at the end of the codex and speculating
(erroneously, it seems) that the entire codex might be in the hand of the author of
Mujlt mir’at al-munji. The note reads as follows:
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This ijaza belongs to the category of the so-called ijaza ‘amma,
containing, in addition to five chains of transmission, a comprehensive
autobibliography providing an inventory of the mujiz’ writings up to
896/1491. It thus provides a reliable terminus ante quem for all writings
that either cannot be dated or are lost.

Most recently, two codices have been discovered which significantly
augment what was known so far on Ibn Abi Jumhir’s biography and
ceuvre. These are nowadays in the possession of the Kitabkhana-yi
Madrasa-yi ‘ilmiyya-yi MarwT in Tehran and are available in a facsimile
publication (MSS Marwi 855 and 874).” The codices consist exclusively?
of writings by Ibn Abt Jumhir and were evidently copied during his
lifetime. One of them, MS Marwi 874, moreover contains two autograph
ijazas issued by him, and it is likely that some of the marginal notes in
both codices are also in his hand. In addition, both codices contain unique
copies of a number of his writings which were so far presumed lost, and
the author colophons that are meticulously recorded for most of the
writings provide further details on Ibn Abi Jumhiir’s biography. On the
basis of the additional material provided by these two codices the
biography of Ibn AbT Jumhir can be refined significantly.

Hailing from the village of al-Taymiyya in al-Has@’, Ibn AbT Jumhir
al-AhsaT began his education in his homeland Bahrayn as is suggested by
the names of scholars originating from this region that are mentioned in
the first four of his chains of transmission as his immediate teachers, viz.
his father Zayn al-Din ‘Al b. Husam al-Din Ibrahim b. Hasan b. Abi
Jumhir al-AhsaT (d. before 895/1489-90) whom he expressly identifies as
his “first teacher” (shaykhi wa-ustadhi al-awwal), Shams al-Din
Muhammad b. Kamal al-Din Misa al-Miisawi al-Husayni al-Ahsa1, Hirz
al-Din al-Bahrant al-Awali, and Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Shihab al-
Din Ahmad al-MiisawT al-Husaynt (who was in turn a student of various

oseen /] A o) WAl sl il e s QLS 138 /7 ms ol Ges I A
JSJ&AJM.“GAAUJS//JAAAJJMJ)NMALAJULS‘)L;\LA‘P\‘EJ‘;IL&AAS”
/] A 2ana (8 desa (8L 2ana 4S glaa g o e // 8 Ala g il deay i
Y 2y By oyl 5 // et A s aalpoal) poae el G JleiaY)
Oxal [/ el 23 1/ 58 s all t«a)uuic//wﬂ oaliall gl

For the second ij@za mentioned, and for additional information on this MS, see
below, n. 44.

6 See Ahmad Reza Rahimi Riseh’s additions in his translation of Schmidtke 2000,
pp. 270-278 [Anhang 1: Verzeichnis der Schriften des Ibn Abi Gumbhir al-AhsaT];
Schmidtke 1383sh./2004, pp. 291-309.

7 See: Two Codices...1387sh./2008. On the Marwi Library, see Muttaqi 1386sh./2007,

pp. 405-406. Agha Buzurg, Tabagat, IV/i, pp. 186-187.

The only possible exception is a brief credal treatise, entitled ‘Urwar al-mustamsikin

bi-usitl al-din (MS Marwt 855, ff. 42b-48b); see below, p. 58f.
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scholars from al-Qatif).° In 877/1473-74, Ibn Abt Jumhir set out for a
pilgrimage first to Mecca and subsequently to the shrines of the Imams in
Iraq and then headed to Mashhad.!® It may have been in the course of this
journey that Ibn AbT Jumhiir stayed for about a month in Jabal ‘Amil where
he possibly studied with the Shaykh ‘AlT b. Hilal al-Jaz2’ir1, that he spent
some time in Najaf where he studied with Sharaf al-Din Hasan al-Fattal
al-NajafT (fl. 870/1465-66), who was in turn a student of Jalal al-Din
al-Dawani (d. 908/1502), and that he visited Kashan, where he studied
with Wajih al-Din b. ‘Ala al-Din Fath Allah b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Shams al-
Din Ishaq b. Fathan al-W2’iz al-QummT al-Kashant (fl. 877/1473).1" As Ibn
AbT Jumhiir explains in the introduction to his Kashf al-barahin, it was
during this first visit to Mashhad that he made the acquaintance of Sayyid
Muhsin b. Muhammad al-Ridawi al-Qummi (d. 931/1524-25).12 In
878/1474 Ibn Ab1 Jumhir debated in three sessions (majalis) with a Sunnt
scholar from Herat. The first and third sessions were held at the house of
al-Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawi. The venue for the second session, which took
place on 10 Dhu I-Hijja 878/28 April 1474, was the Madrasat Sultan
Shahrukh Mirza.!3 The last dated evidence for his first sojourn in Mashhad
is 17 Dhi 1-Hijja 878/5 May 1474, when Ibn Abi Jumhdr finished dictating
a commentary on his theological tract Zad al-musafirin, entitled Kashf al-
barahin sharh Zad al-musafirin, in the house of his patron al-Sayyid Muh-
sin al-Ridawi, upon whose request he had composed the commentary.!4
Prior to the discovery of the two Marwt codices, no biographical data
were available on Ibn Abi Jumhiir’s whereabouts during the following
decade. MS Marwt 874 contains evidence that sometime between 878 and
886 Ibn AbT Jumhiir had returned to his homeland Bahrayn. On 20 Safar
886/21 April 1481, he completed his Qabs al-iqtida’ fi shara’it al-ifta’ wa-
l-istifta’ in al-Hasa’. As its title indicates, this work deals with the condi-
tions for requesting and issuing legal opinions.!s Agha Buzurg al-Tihrant

®  See Schmidtke 2000, pp. 15-17.

10 See the introduction to his Kashf al-barahin (ed. Wajih b. Muhammad al-Musabbih,
Beirut 1422H./[2001-2], p. 52).

' See Schmidtke 2000, pp. 17-19.

12 Kashf al-barahin, pp. 52-53. On Sayyid Muhsin Ridawi, see Agha Buzurg, Tabaqat,
[V/ii, p. 201; Schmidtke 2000, p. 19 (with further references).

13 For the wide transmission of Ibn AbI Jumhiir’s account of the debate, see Schmidtke
2000, pp. 20, 277-278 no. 43; Schmidtke 2004, pp. 304-305 no. 48 (with further
references).

14 See Kashf al-bardahin, p. 482.

15 MS Marwr 874, ff. 20b-42a; the colophon on f. 42a reads as follows:
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reports that an autograph of this work is preserved in the private library of
the Iraqi scholar Sayyid Muhammad ‘AlT Hibat al-Din al-Shahrastant
(1301-1386H./1883-84-1966-67). However, its current whereabouts are
uncertain.'® The copy preserved in MS Marwi 874 therefore constitutes the
only extant manuscript of the work within reach. The date given in the
colophon of this copy moreover corrects the information provided by Agha
Buzurg, according to whom the treatise was completed in 888.!7 On 26
Dhi 1-Qa‘da 886/20 January 1482, Ibn Abi Jumhir completed his brief
theological treatise Maslak al-afham fi ‘ilm al-kalam in al-Qatif.'8 MS
Marwi 874 is the only known manuscript in which this text is preserved
without being accompanied by the commentary and the supercommentary
that Ibn AbT Jumhur composed later on, viz. al-Nir al-munji min al-zalam
hashiyat Maslak al-afham, which was completed on 3 Sha’ban 893/13 July
1488 in al-Taymiyya in al-Hasa’, and Mujli mir’at al-munji, of which a
rough copy was completed by the end of Jumada II 895/April 1490 in
Mashhad, followed by the fair copy completed on 16 Safar 896/29
December 1490. In the later transmission of Maslak al-afham, the text is
always accompanied by the commentary and the supercommentary, and
the author’s colophon for the Maslak is usually omitted.!® Both texts, Qabs
al-iqtida’ and Maslak al-afham, were copied by the same scribe, who does
not identify himself. Moreover, in the margins of Qabs al-igtida’, there are
a number of collation notes (f. 22b, 24b, 27b, 31a, 34b: balaghat muqaba-
latuhu ayyadahu llah subhanahu) that were evidently written by the same
hand as the numerous gira’a notes that can be found thoughout the manu-
script of Mujlt mir’at al-munji preserved in MS Chester Beatty 3810.2° The
same hand has also added collation marks on a copy of Kashifat al-hal
transcribed by Muhammad b. Salih (MS Danishgah 1815/1), and the editor
Ahmad al-Kinant suggests that they were written by the hand of Ibn Abt

16 See Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, XVII, p. 31 no. 181. On the library, see id., Tabagat,
IV/i, p. 191.
17 Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, XVII, p. 31 no. 181. Agha Buzurg does not indicate any
location where the text had been completed.
18 MS Marwi 874, ff. 3 [incomplete in the beginning]-20a. The colophon on f. 20a
reads as follows:
/] ol Gl AL il i i g L alall g_glisoaﬁ\ﬂ\ Oy Caiadl Ja
il Lgdlipe (S 5 Aailad g ilal g // s A ol el Baa8l) (3 el e apliall
//@M\}M\Bﬂ,\g//éjm\ﬂ )J@.&;ua‘_f‘cudm_)_,sﬂ\//ﬂ\uj‘\
o5 5 /] el
Mujlt mir’at al-munji, for example, has only the colophons of the commentary and
the supercommentary: pp. 574 (colophon al-Nir al-munji) 584-85 (colophon Mujlt
mir’at al-munji). The end of the text of Maslak al-afham, without colophon, is to be
found on p. 531.
2 Balaghat qird’atuhu ayyadahu llah subhdnahu, see MS Chester Beatty 3810,
passim.
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Jumhtr himself.2! At the end of Qabs al-igtida’, there is an undated auto-
graph ijaza for this treatise issued for Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawi. As will be
shown later (p. xix), it is likely that this ijaza dates from around 896.

The third text in MS Marw1 874, Kashifat al-hal ‘an ahwal al-istidlal,
which deals with legal methodology, belongs to the more widely trans-
mitted works of Ibn AbT Jumhir.?2 It was copied by a different hand and
closes with a colophon confirming what was already known on the basis of
other sources, viz. that Ibn AbT Jumhir completed this text on 3 Dhi
I-Qa‘da 888/3 December 1483 in Mashhad.?? Although the scribe does not
reveal his identity, a comparison with the above-mentioned copy of Kashifat
al-hal (MS Danishgah 1815/1), which closes with a scribe’s colophon signed
by Muhammad b. Salih al-Gharawt (dated 15 Jumada I 896/ 26 March 1491,
Mashhad),?¢ suggests that the present copy was transcribed by the same
copyist.

The composition of Kdashifat al-hal thus took place during Ibn AbT
Jumhtr’s second sojourn in Mashhad. The earliest datable evidence for
this second visit is provided by the next work of Ibn AbT Jumhir preserved
in MS Marwi 874, viz. a copy of his al-Bawariq al-muhsiniyya li-tajalli
al-Durra al-jumhuriyya, a comprehensive autocommentary on his al-
Durra al-mustakhraja min al-lahd fi I-hikma.? Tbn AbT Jumhir dedicated
this work to his host and patron Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawt and explicitly
mentions in his introduction that he worked on it while residing in the
latter’s home. At the end of this commentary, the author explains that he
had dictated it in four sessions (majalis) and that it was completed during
the fourth session, which ended on 23 Muharram 888/2 March 1483 at
noon.?e Although no location is mentioned, the introduction suggests that
these sessions took place in Mashhad, most likely in the house of al-Sayyid
Muhsin al-Ridawi. The text ends with a note stating that the present copy

21 See the introduction to his edition of Kashifat al-hal (see below, n. 22), p. 23. For
this manuscript, see also below, n. 47.

22 MS Marwi 874, ff. 42b-88b (ed. Ahmad al-Kinani, Beirut 1416H./1995). For a list

of the numerous extant copies of the text, see the editor’s introduction to Kashifat

al-hal, p. 23; see also Schmidtke 2000, p. 275 no. 29; Schmidtke 2004, pp. 300-301

no. 34.

Cf. Agha Buzurg: Dhari‘a, XVII, pp. 240-241 no. 73.

On this manuscript, see also below, n. 47.

> MS Marwi 874, ff. 91b-165b. In his autobibliographical ijaza, the title of the auto-
commentary is not mentioned. However, the document includes a Kitab al-Tawali*
al-muhsiniyya sharh al-Risala al-jumhiriyya which might refer to the same work.
See the Appendix below.

26 MS Marwi 874, f. 165b. The note reads as follows:
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was transcribed from an original written by the hand of the author and that
it was then collated together with him in the year 890.27 Assuming that the
collation process did take place in Mashhad, this note is the latest datable
evidence for Ibn AbT Jumhir’s second sojourn in this city. This manuscript
of al-Bawariq al-muhsiniyya, which also contains the complete text of al-
Durra al-mustakhraja, seems to be the only extant copy of both treatises
and it shows how deeply involved Ibn Abi Jumhir already was at this time
in Illuminationist philosophy. Prior to the discovery of this codex, the
earliest evidence for Illuminationist influence on Ibn AbT Jumhir was his
commentary al-Nir al-munji (completed in 893/1488) and, more clearly,
his supercommentary Mujli mir’at al-munji (completed in 895/1490). In
this work, Ibn AbT Jumhir is heavily indebted to Shahrazuri’s al-Shajara
al-ilahiyya and he adopts numerous Illuminationist notions.?® Moreover,
the text leaves no doubt that al-Durra al-mustakhraja is an independent
work and not a commentary on Ibn Kammina’s (d. 683/ 1284) Kalimat
wajiza mushtamila ‘ald nukat latifa fi I-‘ilm wa-I-‘amal, alternatively
known as al-Lum‘a al-juwayniyya, as has been tentatively suggested by
Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani (who had evidently not seen any manuscript either
of al-Durra or of al-Bawariq).”®

The last two items contained in MS Marwt 874 deal with legal issues.
Dhikr mustahaqqi al-zakat is a brief tract that is not recorded elsewhere as
a writing by Ibn AbT Jumhir, and the present manuscript seems to be a
unique copy of the text.3® The colophon at the end indicates that the
anonymous scribe (the handwriting is somewhat similar to that of Sayyid
Muhsin al-RidawT as can be seen in MS MarwT 855 and may indeed be
his) completed his copy from the autograph in Rabi' II 889/April-May
1484. No place is mentioned, nor is there any indication as to when Ibn
AbT Jumhiir had completed the tract. He is, however, explicitly referred to
in the colophon, so that the attribution to him is beyond doubt.3! The last
item in MS Marwi 874 is his Risala fi I-niyya, which is otherwise known

27 The note (MS Marwi 874, f. 165b) reads as follows (including those parts of the text
that have been crossed out in the manuscrlpt)

u.\wmc_u\.a@f.w\wdajs‘,om\)s;m\eb\u.\m.«.“.k; ;\Lu«.;uu]\
A e Al

See Schmidtke 2000, pp. 279-281 and passim.

See Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, VIII, p. 89 no. 323; also Schmidtke 2000, p. 274 no. 22;
Schmidtke 2004, p. 298 no. 24. For a description and edition of Ibn Kammaina’s
Kalimat wajiza, see Pourjavady and Schmidtke 2006, pp. 95-98, 139-185.

30 MS Marwi 874, ff. 166a-167b.

31 The colophon (f. 167b:13-19 in triangular form) reads as follows:
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to have been completed on 2 Jumada I 889/7 June 1484 while the present
copy has no colophon.®

Of the two autograph jjazas contained in this codex, both of which
were issued for Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawi, only one is dated, namely the
one for Kashifat al-hal: 20 Jumada I 896/31 March 1491. On the basis of
the collation mark on f. 165b33 and the fact that Maslak al-afham is inclu-
ded in the codex without the later commentary and supercommentary on
the text, it seems reasonable to assume that the entire codex was transcri-
bed during the late 880°s and collated at about the same time (the terminus
ante quem being 890), i.e., still during Ibn Abt Jumhiir’s second sojourn in
Mashhad. The ijaza issued in 896/1491 and possibly also the undated ijaza,
by contrast, were evidently granted only during Ibn Abi Jumhir’s third
visit to Mashhad after 895/1490 (see below).

MS Marwi 855 also seems to have been transcribed during the late 880°s.
This is clearly indicated in the scribe’s colophon of the second treatise it
contains, viz. al-Risala al-Barmakiyya fi figh al-salat al-yawmiyya* Here
it is stated that the copy was transcribed from the autograph by Ibn Abi
Jumhiir’s patron and host, Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawi, and that the copy
was completed on 10 Safar 889/9 March 1484.35 The present manuscript is
again the single known extant copy of the text. Otherwise, only a MS con-
taining a Persian translation of the tract is preserved in what seems once
more to be a unique manuscript.3¢ Al-Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawi is evident-
ly also the scribe of the second treatise contained in the codex, al-Risala
al-mashhadiyya fi lI-usal al-diniyya wa-I-i‘tigadat al-haqqiyya bi-I-dala’il
al-yaginiyya, although the end of the text (and thus the colophon) is
missing. This relatively widely transmitted brief credal tract is known to
have been completed by Ibn AbT Jumhiir on 25 Muharram 889/23 February

32 MS Marwi 874, ff. 168b-171b. For this tract, see Schmidtke 2000, pp. 35, 278 no.
47; Schmidtke 2004, p. 306 no. 52.

3 See above, n. 26.

34 MS Marwi 8535, ff. 3a [incomplete in the beginning]-23b.

3 MS Marwt 855, f. 23b:7-14 in triangular form, being continued in the margins. The

colophon reads as follows:

u.uLA.:‘,em//‘L\u)sm L_xs ;hu‘ﬂJASJ\_\A\A.\SA‘).\MAJLm)H
utsw /] e «J,\L Al r.ui // Lﬂwt sean @i o .\mc_uau.\lu‘),d\_’// sl
.Ls\;l\ /] dasa Cpall u.a_) u-' L}m Lall dalad g 4.:.\4)».) ds\ 4 Qr, // (“ .. ol 8
Cyiasall
36 MS Danishgah 1015/41; see Schmidtke 2000, p. 272 no. 14; Schmidtke 2004, p. 296
no. 15.
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1484 in Mashhad.’” The last item in MS Marwi 855, evidently written by
another hand, is another brief credal treatise entitled ‘Urwat al-mustam-
sikin bi-usiul al-din® The text is incomplete in the end and therefore
without colophon. As this work’s title is neither listed in Ibn AbT Jumhiir’s
autobibliographical ijaza nor mentioned by any other source,* the author-
ship of this tract is not altogether certain. Style and contents of the tract as
well as the fact that the remaining two texts in this codex were authored by
him strongly suggest, however, that it was also written by him.

Ibn AbT Jumhir is known to have been back in his homeland in 8§93/
1488, as he completed his commentary on Maslak al-afham, al-Nir al-
munjt min al-zalam, on 3 Sha‘ban 893/13 July 1488 in al-Taymiyya in al-
Hasa’ .40 Shortly before or perhaps during the year 894/1488-89 he unter-
took another pilgrimage to Mecca and continued his journey from there to
Iraq in 894. It was during this journey that he began writing his supercom-
mentary Mujlt mir’at al-munji.*' He completed his al-Masalik al-jami‘iyya
sharh al-Risala al-Alfiyya, a commentary on the Risala al-Alfiyya of al-
Shahid al-awwal (d. 786/1384) on ritual prayer, on 24 Rab1 I 895/15
February 1490 in Najaf.*? He seems to have proceeded immediately to
Mashhad, this now being his third visit to that city.

For the following two years (895/1490-897/1492) we possess ample
evidence for Ibn Abt Jumhur’s presence in Mashhad. By the end of Juma-
da Il 895/April 1490 he completed a rough copy of his Mujli mir’at al-
munji, followed by the completion of the fair copy on 16 Safar 896/29
December 1490.4 In the following spring, on 24 RabT II 896/6 March
1491, he issued an ijaza for this work to Muhammad b. Salih al-Gharawt,*

37 At least six additional manuscripts are known; see Schmidtke 2000, p. 273 no. 18;
Schmidtke 2004, pp. 297-298 no. 20. The treatise has been edited by Ahmad al-
K1nani —erroneously— under the title Zad al-musafirin (Beirut 1414H./1993).

38 MS Marwi 855, ff. 42b-48b.

39 While no such title figures in Agha Buzurg al-Tihrant’s Dhari‘a, the treatise is listed
in al-Lajna al-‘ilmiyya fi mu’assassat al-Imam al-Sadiq: Mu‘jam al-turath al-
kalamr. Mu‘jam yatanawalu dhikr asma’ al-mu’allafat al-kalamiyya (al-makhtitat
wa-l-matbu‘at) ‘abra l-qurin wa-l-maktabat allatt tatawaffiru fiha nusakhiha 1-5
(Qum 1423H./1381sh./[2002], vol. IV, p. 227 no. 8573), where MS Marwi 855 is
listed as the only extant MS of the treatise with Ibn AbT Jumhir being mentioned as
its author.

40 See above, n. 19.

41 See Mujli mir’at al-munjt, pp. 3-4.

42 See Schmidtke 2000, pp. 34, 276-277 no. 36; Schmidtke 2004, p. 303 no. 41 (with
further references).

4 See above, n. 19. For the date of the completion of the rough copy, see also MS
Chester Beatty 3810, f. 327b.

% The autograph is preserved in MS Chester Beatty 3810, f. 327b. The manuscript was
transcribed by an unidentified scribe from the rough copy (musawwada) and
completed on 8 Rabr II 896/18 February 1491. For additional information on this
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followed by another comprehensive ijaza issued again to Muhammad
b. Salih on 10 Jumada I 896/21 March 1491 which includes his autobiblio-
graphy.> Muhammad b. Salih had also studied two other works of Ibn Abi
Jumhdr with him, viz. al-Masalik al-jami‘iyya, for which he was granted
an jjaza on 4 Jumada I 896/15 March 1491,% and Kashifat al-hal, for
which he received an ijaza on 15 Jumada I 896/26 March 149147 A few

45

46

47

MS, see above, n. 5. The colophon (f 327b) reads as follows (including those parts
of the text that have been crossed out in the manuscript):

m;«,d\ Lanadl sda A4S O &bﬂ\ U\SJ

;;//);m;pwﬂa;'mi'Muﬁyu//;m Gy g giall 53 gusall (ya //
J.A;.A//‘))az.h&i‘J‘JM‘MLMMMJWJMM@}EHJ}JD
sediad 1) slae dia gy (NS5 pliiay Talgag aine (g sl sean (ol 0 e o
el cilSy bl Jasly il hall Juadl agle L)l s 03 // e aleY)
4»\)9:;4_;39g_x}v.\.“u\)sc@Y}uaaz\awdh‘\//AJL:)]\JU\AGLAMUAULJ\
A Oiagall Ga W3] guan Go g 4ally Gey // e Dilais dme i 45 4l
u.mﬂ\ej\;.\m//‘:‘r_ M\Juﬂw\ujaﬁw\&umu};bﬂ\ew
oda (i //YAJLM‘;.LAJ Cmaitall 3yl S disia g (hia geanall A 4.1\3
‘;‘,:\.H)«.EJ‘Cﬂjw‘eﬁ//kﬂw(}s’&&wmd\@uwﬁjw\mm
The text of the ijaza is as follows:

asdll Lo s ‘cJ.A:u.AUJBA‘;//B|)M|JB)MJLM‘5=¢|)§6“:4AMbl&:‘ol.@.ii

Jazalall c_u.u.\\ Aailad g u.\a.uu g_u.u:tu// )A‘)” O dall g ‘).“
CJLAUJJAAAUJ.\“UM ‘d‘ﬁY\HfJA& dhﬁ/ng&\&“‘).\;J\j
?-‘:_\cu.:wjjkﬂ//‘m\u.‘ M\Muﬁjus)“()umu)m\;]\‘;\//

Laslmyal GL; caly ol g e u\”‘d uﬁb /] 6,\»\1\ Mm

The autograph is preserved in MS 3810, ff. 328a-329b. For an edition of thls ijaza,
see the Appendix.
The autograph of the ijaza is to be found on a copy of the work that had been tran-
scribed by Muhammad b. Salih in 895/1490. Agha Buzurg has inspected the manu-
script in the library of al-Mirza Majd al-Din al-NasirT in Tehran. See Agha Buzurg,
Dhart‘a, XX, p. 379 no. 3521. On the library, see id., Tabagat, 1V/i, p. 180.
The autograph of the ijaza is to be found in a copy of the work that had been
transcribed by the mujaz (copy completed on 15 Jumada I 896/26 March 1491). The
manuscript is preserved in the Library of the University of Tehran (MS Danishgah
1815/1). For a facsimile reproduction of the last page of the text, including the
author’s and the scribe’s colophons (in triangular form) and the ijdza (in the right
margin of the page), see Kashifat al-hal, p. 39 of Ahmad al-Kinant’s introduction.
The text of the jjaza is as follows:
alf O /) ) pi g Uy g ol 5 // Aalllana 5 Lialin g ALl // 024l 5 81 olil ol
psladl Giae gl &l /7 dalad) allad) dA\J\ ol 7/ da¥) gadll 5 54l )
I s (o dene ol Gally /7 ALl aad gl all agle malia // alladl
/] ade adlely all @y 4yl /7 (JaY) ‘J\P\) all af @..,\ ool el
Lu\.ah:u’_“LA//UJLJL:G_:;:ng)auldu);‘j//wucu;UUJPJnm
SlAL Jal adls ‘ujuj//u,uuuj_mm\ﬂmwmh//d,ﬁ ¢ _palad)



60 S. SCHMIDTKE Stlr 38, 2009

days later, on 20 Jumada I 896/31 March 1491, Ibn Abi Jumhir issued
another ijaza for Kashifat al-hal to his patron and host, al-Sayyid Muhsin
al-Ridawi, which is included in MS Marwi 874.48 The codex contains an
additional, undated, autograph ijaza to Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawf, issued in
Mashhad for Ibn Abt Jumhur’s Qabs al-iqtida’ which may possibly date
from the same period.*® Ibn AbT Jumhiir evidently stayed in Mashhad until
the early fall of 897/1492. On 23 Safar or 23 Ramadan 897/26 December
1491 or 19 July 1492 he completed his hadith work Ghawali al-la’ali al-
‘aziziyya fi I-ahadith al-diniyya here,® and on 15 Dha 1-Qa‘da 897/8 Sep-
tember 1492 he issued another ijaza, containing his seven chains of trans-
mission, to Sayyid Muhsin al-Ridawi authorizing him to transmit the
Ghawali.s!

Towards the end of 897/1492 or the beginning of 898/1493 Ibn Abi
Jumhiir seems to have left Mashhad for Astarabad, where he apparently
joined his student Muhammad b. Salih, who is known to have taught in
this region in Rajab 897/April-May 1492.52 This is at least suggested by an

c_\w(v)uuimmw,bu\&uw,//udu,
4 MS Marwit 874, f. 88b. The text of the ijaza reads as follows:
L)A//tw.)}t;'}uu‘jtéyjr—\&j//LGLMJQJLMD-\J‘J‘,JLMAM'DLM\bt.e_i‘
&L«L_“ DJM} UAEL.AI C\.@_u// ;u\).“ L_u.;“_j | .\a.q.“ Lg.) ;u.uui\ u.u:.]’//
)G-“’L)“‘U-’J‘-“"—” )j//uﬁ‘adwwbauﬁguduﬁjgwﬂ‘//w
//\Az:‘&.ah;ha;\_u‘Lgdbjmmjummj//uuﬁ.ij_\; G!_,Y\@JL«;
‘d‘LAMJ‘}L\B\SLLUAJWJ//A—UJUDm‘_,@.\sudm\}dcds.ut‘
I3 /7 (g5l bl Al ) 5okl e g Al @l /7 Gils by
d}m)h Wu_u;u\sjdm//wmu,um)m&uum\j;L.“)A
// ;chl\uu;)LLA\c_\anmduiub//m4u|)JlA.|L5JL.u\1\Jw:.

?‘-L‘:J A .‘.A;.“J
4 MS Marwi 874, f. 42a. The text of the ijaza reads as follows:
I g_n@ﬂ\}d.ﬂ;“ mn oAl ‘;\«J,iwtcmj//«dmjamm\}m ol DLG_J
/] oedle m O sy u;)uun Lms\u_n d,muu_m//u\”uu}i,m}
hﬂ\uw//dij\J\ )JG-“*L)-’;;“U-‘WJ}“M a7 A ).\sﬂ\ u_uSJ
e,i.aj//em; 43Sl o Gudiall // g ga M agially Gl IS 5 /7 Al gl o) el
For the question as to when this work was completed, see Schmidtke 2000, pp. 21f
n. 47, 35-36, 274-75 no. 26; Schmidtke 2004, pp. 299-300 no. 31.
Edited in Majlisi, Bihar al-anwar, vol. 108, pp. 3-13 [repr. without the seven chains
in Hadt 1992, pp. 227-230]; see also MS VazirT 1708/45 and 61.
52 Muhammad b. Salih had issued an ijaza to Rabi* b. Jum al-Ibri al-Ibadi al-
Huwayzi in Rajab 897/April-May 1492 for Irshad al-adhhan by al-‘Allama al-Hillt

50

51
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ijjaza Ibn AbT Jumhiir granted to the latter on 15 Jumada I 898/4 March
1493 in Q-l-gan (or Q-I-fan) in the region of Astarabad.s> Some time later,
on 6 Dhu I-Hijja 898/18 September 1493, he issued an jjdza in Astarabad
to a certain Jalal al-Din Bahram b. Shams al-Din Bahram b. ‘Al b. Bahram
al-Astarabadt for his Ghawali al-la’ali. Nearly two years later, on 7 Sha‘ban
901/21 April 1496, Ibn Abi Jumhiir completed a fair copy of his Durar al-
la’alt al-“imadiyya fi l-ahadith al-fighiyya (still, or again) in Astarabad,
which is dedicated to a certain local vizier, Imad al-Din.> It was presu-
mably also during his sojourn in Astarabad that Ibn Abi Jumhur issued an
ijjaza to another student of his, Sharaf al-Din Mahmad b. Sayyid ‘Ala’
al-Din b. al-Sayyid Jalal al-Din al-Hashimi al-Talagani al-Qash1 for his
Ghawali al-la’ali, with no indication as to the place and date of issue.s

The two latest dated pieces of evidence on his life indicate that he
continued travelling in the Arabian peninsula and Iraq. On 25 Dhi 1-Qa‘da
904/4 July 1499, he completed another commentary on the Bab al-hadt
‘ashar of the ‘Allama al-Hilli in Medina,’ and on 9 Rajab 906/29 January
1501, he issued an jjaza in al-Hilla to ‘Al b. Qasim al-‘Adhaqa for the
Qawa‘id al-ahkam of the ‘Allama al-Hilli.” Nothing is known about the
life of Ibn AbT Jumhar thereafter.

Sabine SCHMIDTKE

Freie Universitét Berlin
Institute of Islamic Studies
Altensteinstr. 40

D-14195 Berlin

Germany.

in a place named Ya‘'qib Mahalla. See Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, 1, pp. 240-241
no. 1273; id., Tabagat, IV/ii, p. 86.
>3 Edited in Majlisi, Bihar al-anwar, vol. 108, pp. 18-20 [repr. in Hadi 1992, pp. 236-
238]; see also MS Vazirt 1708/32&43. Cf. also Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, 1, p. 242 no.
1280 iii.
34 See Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, VIII, pp. 133-134 no. 496.
3 Edited in Majlist, Bihar al-anwar, vol. 108, pp. 13-17 [repr. Hadi 1992, pp. 231-
235]; see also MS Vaziri 1708/28.
On this commentary, see Schmidtke 2006.
The copy of the manuscript, together with the ijéza, is preserved in the Astan-i Quds
Library in Mashhad. A facsimile of the jjaza is included in UktaT, Fihwrist-i... Astan-i
Quds, 1V, facing p. 236; also, ibid., II, pp. 95-96; Agha Buzurg, Tabagar, 1V/ii,
p. 157.
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APPENDIX

1JAZA 1SSUED TO MUHAMMAD B. SALIH AL-GHARAWI ON 10 JUMADA I 896/21 MARCH 1491
IN MASHHAD (MS CHESTER BEATTY 3810, FF. 328A-329B)
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