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Following the decline of Mu'tazilism in the Sunni world after the s%/11 century,

its literary legacy was no longer transmitted and was at times even actively destroyed.

It is mostly thanks to the reception of Mu'tazili thought by the Zaydis and the

Karaites that we have access today to a substantial body of primary Mu'tazili materi-

als. Adherents of both groups not only adopted Mu‘tazili doctrines to a large extent

in their own respective theological thinking; they also copied extensively authentic

Mu'tazili texts'. Numerous Mu'tazili manuscripts that were preserved among the
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For the reception of Mu‘tazilism among the Zaydis, see Wilferd MADELUNG: Der Imam al-Qdisim
ibn Ibrahim und die Glaubenslehre der Zaiditen, Berlin, 1965; see also idem: «Zu einigen Werken des
Imams Aba Talib an-Natiq bi I-Haqqy, Der Islam 63 (1986), pp. 5-10; idem: «Religiose Literatur des
Islam. Die Zaidiya», Grundriss der arabischen Philologie, Band 1I (Literaturwissenschaf?), Ed. Helmut
Gitje, Wiesbaden, 1987, pp. 358-63; idem: «Zaydiyya», EI New ed., vol. 11, pp. 477-81; ‘Ali
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Zaydis in Yemen were discovered in the early 1950’s and microfilmed during the ex-
pedition of a group of Egyptian scholars to Yemen, including fourteen out of twenty
volumes (namely vols. Iv-vIll, IX [partly preserved], XI-XvI, XVII [partly preserved],
xx) of the Kitdb al-Mughni fi abwib al-tawhid wa al-adl by ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-
Hamadhani (d. 415/1025), qdds al-qudir of Rayy and head of the Bahshamiyya of his
time that were subsequently edited in Cairo®. Recently, additional Mu‘tazili materials
preserved in Yemen have come to light?.

The main repositories of the literary legacy of the Karaites and the copies of au-
thentic Mu'tazili texts they had produced, partly in Arabic and partly in Hebrew
characters, is the Abraham Firkovitch Collection in St. Petersburg and, to a lesser ex-
tent, the various collections of material from the Ben Ezra Genizah#. The significance

MUHAMMAD ZAYD: Mu'tazilat al-Yaman. Dawlat al-Hidi wa-fikrubu, Beirut, 1981; idem: Les
tendances de la pensée mu'tazilite au Yemen au vP/xir™ siécle, These pour le Doctorat d’Erat,
Université de Paris 111, 1986; idem: Tayyarat Mu'tazilat al-Yaman fi l-qarn al-sadis al-hijri, San'@’,
1997. — For the reception of Mu'tazilism among the Karaites, see Georges VAJDA (ed. and tr.): A/
Kitib al-Mubtawi de Yisuf al-Basir, Leiden 1985; David SKLARE: «Yusuf al-Basir: Theological Aspects
of His Halakhic Works», The Jews of Medieval Islam: Community, Society, and Identity, Ed. Daniel
Frank, Leiden 1995, pp. 249-70; David SKLARE (in cooperation with Haggai BEN-SHAMMAI): Judaeo-
Arabic Manuscripts in the Firkovitch Collections. The Works of Yusuf al-Basir. A Sample Catalogue. Texts
and Studies, Jerusalem, 1997; Haggai BEN-SHAMMALI: «Kalam in Jewish Philosophy», The History of
Jewish Philosophy, Eds. D.H. Frank and O. Leaman, London/ New York 1997, pp. 115-48.

2. ‘ABD AL-JABBAR AL-HAMADHANI: Kitdb al-Mughni fi abwib al-tawhid wa-I-'adl, Eds. Ibrahim
Madkir et al., (under the supervision of Taha Husayn), Cairo, 1961-1965, — For the expedition and
its results, see the report by Khalil YAHYA NAMI: al-Ba‘tha al-misriyya li-taswir al-makbtitit al-
arabiyya fi bilid al-Yaman, Cairo, 19525 Qd’ima bi-l-makhtitir al-‘arabiyya al-musawwara bi-I-
mikrawfilm min al-Jumhiriyya al-‘arabiyya al-Yamaniyya, Cairo, 1387/1967. For further references,
see Geoffrey ROPER: World Survey of Islamic Manuscripts 111, London, 1994, pp. 64sft.

3. For recent efforts to search and catalogue the holdings of Yemeni public and private libraries, see
‘Abd Allah AL-HABASHI: Fihris makbtitir ba'd al-maktabat al-khéssa fi |-Yaman, London, 1994;
M. Wafadar MURADI, «Fihrist-i alifba’i-yi mikrafilm-ha-yi tahiyya shude az Kitabkhana-yi Jami*
San‘d’», Kitabdiri wa-ittila*-yi rasani. Faslnama-yi Kitibkhina-yi Markazi wa-Astin-i Quds Radawi »
1l (1378/1999), pp. 127-173; Hasan ANSART QUMMI: «Guzarishi az nuskha-ha-yi khatti-yi Yaman»,
Ayina-yi mirath 3 v (Spring 1380/2001), pp. 105-111; ‘Abd al-Salaim ‘ABBAS AL-WAJIH: Masidir al-
turdth fi l-maktabar al-khissa fi I-Yaman 1-2, Sand’ 1422/2002.

4. For Mu'tazili material among the Genizah material, see, e.g., Georges VAJDA: «De quelques frag-
ments mu‘tazilites en judéo-arabe. Notice provisoire», J4 264 (1976), pp. 1-7; G. MARGOLIOUTH:
Catalogue of the Hebrew and Samaritan Manuscripts in the British Museum, Part 111. London, 1965,
pp- 195-8 n° 894 (Or. 2529), 198-9 n° 895 (Or. 2568), 199-202 n° 896 (Or. 2572); Colin E BAKER &
Meira POLLIACK: Arabic and Judaeo-Arabic Manuscripts in the Cambridge Genizah Collections. Arabic
Old Series (T-S Ar. 1a-54). Cambridge, 2001, pp. 402 (T-S Ar. 43.220), 403 (T-S Ar. 43.222, T-S Ar.
43.224, T-S Ar. 43.233), 404 (T-S Ar. 43.242), 404-5 (T-S Ar. 43.249), 406-7 (T-S Ar. 43.275), 439 (T-
S Ar. 46.121). See also Haggai BEN-SHAMMAL: «Medieval History and Religious Thought», The
Cambridge Genizah Collections. Their Contents and Significance. Ed. Stefan C. REIF with the assist-
ance of Shulamit ReIF. Cambridge, 2002, pp. 136-51. — A research group under the supervision of
Sarah STROUMSA is currently working on a catalogue of all theological and philosophical items in
the Genizah material («Friedberg-project»).
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of the Firkovitch collection with regard to Mu‘tazilism has been pointed out on sev-
eral occasions by a number of scholars. In 1935, Andrej Jakovlevi¢ Borisov published a
detailed description of thirteen fragments of the collection, all of which are clearly of
Mu'tazili character’. On the basis of Borisov’s meticulous descriptions of those frag-
ments, comparing them with other fragments from the British Museum, Haggai
Ben-Shammai in 1974 drew further conclusions with regard to the identity of some
of the Mu'tazili materials preserved by the Karaites®.

Among the Mu'tazili material preserved in the Firkovitch collection are fragments
of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Kitdb al-Mughni that contain, among other things, portions of
those volumes of the work that were not found among the $ana’ manuscripts’. Two
extensive fragments — 1I Firk. Arab. 104 and 11 Firk. Arab. 105, parts of which were
already described by Borisov and later on identified by Ben-Shammai® — presumably
belonged originally to the same copy of the Mughni — the same careless naskh
handwriting, with many cases of words, several words or even entire lines in the text
crossed out and identical papersize (17,5/18,2 x 14,1/14,4 cm). Moreover, quires in
both fragments are as a rule numbered. Since the publication of Borisov’s description
of both items, the material has been reorganized. Not only were the shelfmarks
modified and were two formerly separated items put together — formerly 11 Firk.

5. Andrej Jakovlevic¢ BORISOV: «Mu'tazilitskie rukopisi Gosudarstvennoj Publi¢noj Biblioteki v
Leningrade», Bibliografija Vostoka 8-9 (1935), pp. 69-95; see also idem: «Ob otkrytych v Leningrade
mu'tazilitskich rukopisjach i jich znacenii dlja istorii musulmanskoj mysli», Akademija Nauk SSsr.
Trudy pervoj sessii arabistov 14-17 ijunka 1935 g. (Trudy Instituta Vostokovedenija 24), pp. 113-25. The
two articles were reprinted in Pravoslavniy Palestinskiy Sbornik 99 (36) (2002), pp. 219-49 and in The
Teachings of the Mu'tazila. Texts and Studies I-11, Selected and reprinted by Fuat Sezgin in collabora-
tion with Mazen Amawi, Carl Ehrig-Eggert, Eckhard Neubauer, Frankfurt am Main, 2000, vol. 2,
pp. 17-57.

6. Haggai BEN-SHAMMAL: «A note on some Karaite copies of Mu'tazilite writings», Bulletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies 37 (1974), pp. 295-304.

7. Missing among the manuscripts found in Yemen were vols. I-11I (introduction, proof for the exist-
ence of God, divine attributes and their ontological foundation), the second part of vol. 1x (indirect
acts), vol. X (man’s capability and responsibility for his acts), and vols. XVIII-XIX (promise and threat,
intermediate position, command and prohibition). For a reconstruction of the contents of the miss-
ing parts, see J.R.T.M. PETERS: Gods Created Speech. A study in the speculative theology of the Mu'tazilt
Qédi I-Qudit Abii I-Hasan ‘Abd al-Jabbir bn Abhmad al-Hamadini, Leiden, 1976, pp. 34-5.

8. BORISOV: «Mu'tazilitskie rukopisi», pp. 79-81 n° 1 [= 1I Firk. Hebr. Arab. 1104], 89-91 n° 9 [= 11 Firk.
Arab. 3], 94-95 n° 13 [= 1l Firk. Arab. 28]; BEN-SHAMMAL: «A Note», pp. 302-3. — BEN-SHAMMAI
(«Note», p. 302-303) further identified 11 Firk. Hebr. Arab. 11 1215 (described in Borisov:
«Mu'tazilitskie rukopisi», p. 86 n° 6) as being a portion belonging to volume V1 of the Mughni. —
The collection has further fragments from the Kitib al-Mughnz, namely: 11 Firk. Arab 265 (11 £, 19,6
x 15 cm), 388 (bifolio) & 509 (6 ff.) — all three items belonging originally to the same copy —, and
11 Firk. Arab. 238 (27 ff,, 19,4 x 14,6 cm), a fragment dealing with akhbdir, prophecy, and miracles,
corresponding to parts of vol. Xv of the Mughni which is extant and published.
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Hebr. Arab. 1104 and 11 Firk. Arab. 28 were merged into 11 Firk. Arab. 104, formerly 11
Firk. Arab. 3 is now 11 Firk. Arab. 105; the sequence of the physical units of the frag-
ments was in some cases modified. In addition, both items contain material not de-
scribed by Borisov — ff. 222-281 of 11 Firk. Arab. 104 and ff. 1-13A of 1 Firk. Arab. 105
are not mentioned in his article of 1935. It may be assumed that those materials were
found later at other locations of the collection and — upon recognition that they
evidently belong to the same codex — were added to the material described by
Borisov. Both items evidence foliation by pencil that was done after the described
reorganisation of the material. There are no traces of eatlier foliation marks.

11 Firk. Arab. 104 consists of 281 ff. of different paper size (ff. 87-221, 241-262, 265-
268, 271-274: 17,5 X 14,3 cm; ff. 1-86, 222-240, 263-264, 269-270, 275-281: 18,2 X 14,1
cm) with one quire of 8 leaves (ff. 1-8), five isolated leaves (ff. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13), quire
of 6 leaves (ff. 14-19), one isolated leaf (fol. 20), bifolio (ff. 21-22), quires of 8 leaves
(ff. 23-30, 31-38, 39-46), bifolios (ff. 47-48 [the correct order being 48-47] 49-50),
quire of 6 leaves (ff. 51-56 [upper half of leaves heavily destroyed]), bifolio (ff. 57-58),
quire of 8 leaves (ff. 59-66), two quires of 6 leaves (ff. 67-72, 73-78), bifolio (ff. 79-
80), quire of 4 leaves (ff. 81-84), bifolio (ff. 85-86), two isolated leaves (ff. 87, 88),
bifolio (ff. 89-90), quire of 10 leaves (ff. 91-100), quire of 12 leaves (ff. 101-112), quires
of 10 leaves (ff. 113-122, 123-132, 133-142, 143-152, 153-162, 163-172), quire of 8 leaves
(ff. 173-180 [remnants of original binding still existent for ff. 91-180]), quire of 6
leaves (ff. 181-186), quire of 8 leaves (ff. 187-194), quire of 10 leaves (ff. 195-204), iso-
lated folio (f. 205), quires of 8 leaves (ff. 206-213, 214-221 [remnants of original bind-
ing still existent for ff. 187-221 with exception of fol. 205 that is evidently misplaced
here]), quire of 10 leaves (ff. 222-231), isolated leaf patched to f. 234 (f. 232), quire of
6 leaves (ff. 233-238, two isolated leaves (ff. 239, 240), quire of 4 leaves (ff. 241-244),
quire of 8 leaves (ff. 245-252), bifolios (ff. 253-254, 255-256), quire of 6 leaves (ff. 267-
262), two isolated leaves (ff. 263, 264), quire of 4 leaves (ff. 265-268), bifolio (ff. 269-
270), quire of 4 leaves (ff. 271-274), quire of 6 leaves (ff. 275-280), isolated leaf (f.
281). Many leaves are damaged in the margins and partly worm eaten. — Numbering
of quires is found on the following locations of the fragment:

Quires Present Foliation
Tdsi‘at ‘ashar [min)] sabi [7 | 19] I1a

. [min) sabi° [7..] 13a
Thalithat ‘ashar [min) sibi® [7 | 13] 123a
Rabi‘at ‘ashar [min] sabi* [7 | 14] 133a
Khamisat ‘ashar [min) sabi° [7 | 15] 143a

Sadisat ‘ashar [min) sabi° [7 | 16] 153a
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Sabi‘at ‘ashar [min) sabi° [7 | 17] 163a
[illegible] 195a
Tasi® wa Gshrin min sabi” [7 | 29] 2052
Ishritn [20] 222a
Tdsi‘a [min) khamis [s | 9] 239a
Khamisat “ashar [min) khamis (5 | 15] 240a
[...] sadis (?) [6..] 253a

The manuscript contains the following chapter headings; in the table bellow, the

former location according to Borisov’s description as well as references to the edited

volumes of the Kitdb al-Mughni are given; references to the Mughni in square brack-

ets indicate the volumes to which the respective chapters belong as is known on the

basis of the table of contents given by ‘Abd al-Jabbar at the beginning of each vol-

ume, although the actual text of these chapters is not preserved among the San@’

manuscripts:

Mughni Borisov

[1x] n° 13:
[1x] n° 13:
[1x] n° 13:
[1x] n° 13:
n° 13:
[1x] n° 13:
IX /102 n° 13:
IX /113
n° 13:
n° 13:
n°® 13:
n° 13:
n° 13:

82b
84b
74b
76b
78a

70a

62b

s4b

56b

58a

6ob
61b

Chapter headings and present foliation
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AWV e ade T aiall 08 3 b IS0 Gl 5,0 01 e BV 5 Lo
(I35) aak

(37 Y ol Gl 3 Oy o o)) 8y ldl) 06 3 s

(238) Judl 0g3 modl (e Lglptie o Gl Glaw 3,080 01 3 L
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X /161

IX /492

X /138

X /516

X /520

X /523
X /528
X /529
X1 /3

XII /4

XII /4

X /s

Xl /9

X1 /13
XII /23
XII /25
XII /30
XII /34
X11 /36
XII /41
XII /47
XII /54
X1l /59
X1l /69

n° 13:

n° 13:

n° 13:

n° 13:

n° 13:

n° 13:

n° 13:

n° 13:

n° 13:

522
392
29a
30b
21b
25b

I5a

20a

I0a

: 42b

: 47b
: s0a
: sob
: 53

: 53a

: 53

: 542
: s6a
: 58b
: 63b
: 64b
: 67a
: 69b

: 71b
1 74b
1 78a
: 81a

: 86a
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X1t /177

XII /100

XII /104
X1 /116
XII /119
XII /123
X1 /166
XII /182
XII /208
X1l /209
XII /220
XII /226
XII /306
XII /316
XII /324
XII /347
XII /348
XII /352

XII /226
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n° 1:

90a

: IoIa

: 1032
: 1092
: 1112
: 1621
: 1242
1 124b
: 130b
: 130b
:3a
:sb

: 32b
: 34b
: 36b
: 392
: 39b
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b@lﬁ;@&bﬁé@‘}lbjdw\yg}y}\MQT“&.@_L@M
(<277) «
(281) iy o all dadly ol G S5 e VI s 6

Most of the second part of vol. IX could be restored on the basis of the material
contained in this manuscript that is not extant among the manuscripts found in
Yemen; a comparison of the portions preserved in Yemen and by the Karaites shows,
however, that there are considerable differences between the two recensions. Moreo-
ver, at least ten other chapter headings in this fragment apparently belong to vol. X of
the Mughni dealing with human capability (iszizd'a) that was also missing among the
San‘@’ manuscripts. The majority of leaves that were evidently added to 11 Firk. Arab.
104 after the publication of Borisov’s description, ff. 223-281, deal — with few excep-
tions — with the divine attributes and their ontological foundation. They apparently
belong to vols. I to 111 of the Mughni, missing among the Sana’ manuscripts.

IT Firk. Arab. 105 consists of 92 fI. of different paper size (ff. 1-13A: 18,2 x 14,4 cm,
ff. 14-92: 17,5 x 14,3 cm). It contains a bifolio (ff. 1-2), an isolated folio (f. 3), a quire
of 8 leaves (ff. 4-11), three isolated folios (ff. 12-134), followed by eight quires of 10
leaves each (ff. 14-92) that are numbered on the upper margin of the recto page of the
respective first leaf (13 / 18 — 13 / 25) and are still bound together. The fragment was
already described by Borisov excluding, however, . 1-13A. It seems that these leaves
were later added to this fragment.

Ff. 14-92 which is edited in the following®, constitutes a consecutive text that is
incomplete only in the beginning while the last leaves (ff. 86-92) are heavily damaged
in the margins and worm-eaten. The fragment begins with the discussion of al-ipbar
wa al-takfir that is followed by two completely preserved sections, dealing with the
criteria for assessment of reward and punishment (al-kalim fi al-apkim ma
yastahiqquhu bihi al-thawidb wa al-iqib min al-ma'dsi wa al-ti‘at wa ma yattasilu bi-
dhalika) (ff. 37bff) and with the criteria for charging with unbelief and fisg (al-kalim
Ji al-ikfir wa al-tafsiq) (ff. s6bff). It has been disputed in scholarship to which vol-
ume of the Mughni this portion belongs. At the end of the section (f. 92a) there is a
remark tamma al-juz’ al-‘dshir. This led Ben-Shammai to the assumption that the sec-
tion must have been part of vol. X of the Mughni which was missing among the
manuscripts found in Yemen™. J.R.T.M. Peters, by contrast, comparing the extant
parts with the sequence of topics dealt with in Manakdim’s 7aliq sharh al-usil al-

9. We are grateful to the Russian National Library, owner of 11 Firk. Arab. 105, for having granted us
the permission to publish the edition of the text on the basis of this copy of the text.
10. BEN-SHAMMAL: «A note», p. 303.



ED. OF A FRAGMENT OF THE KITAB AL-MUGHNI BY O. HAMDAN ET S. SCHMIDTKE 4S5

khamsa and Ibn Mattawayh’s Majmii® bi-l-taklif; and attempting to identify the topics
dealt with in the lost volumes of the Kizdb al-Mughni, argued that it is much more
likely that this portion that deals with the issue of promise and threat and related
topics was part of either vol. XVIII or XIX that are also missing among the San@’
manuscripts”. Daniel Gimaret argued similarly that this portion is part of vol. XvIiI
of the Mughni ™.

The numbering of the quires of the portion (13/18-13/25) further supports the
views of Peters and Gimaret, as it allows conclusions about the location of the respec-
tive portions of the manuscript. Extensive portions of 1I Firk. Arab. 104 that belong
to vol. XII consist of quires numbered 7/13 to 7/29. That clearly indicates that ff. 14-
92 of 11 Firk. Arab. 105 must be part of a much later volume of the Mughni. Since
vols. XIII to XVII are (with the exception of vol. XviI) completely preserved, it is evi-
dent that this portion must be part of either volume XVIII or XIX. As for the remark
terminating this portion (tamma al-juz" al-‘dshir) it is certain that this is a merely
codicological remark without any relation to the logical division of the entire text, as
was common practice for mediaeval Arabic manuscripts written between the 9 and
12" centuries®.

The chapter headings of 11 Firk. Arab. 105 are as follows. In brackets, the respective
folios of the manuscript are indicated. Moreover, for the portion edited in the follow-
ing (ff. 14-92), the page numbers of the edition are also given:
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p. 60 (126) siny i 0Ly o blin by & Ul OF G fb

1. PETERS: Gods Created Speech, p. 32.

12. GIMARET: «Matériaux», p. 282 n° 6.

13. See Genevieve HUMBERT: «Le guz dans les manuscrits arabes médiévaux». In: Scribes et manuscrits
du Moyen-Orient. Sous la direction de Frangois DEROCHE & Francis RICHARD, Paris, 1997, pp. 77-
86.
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The spelling particularities of the time have regularely been modernized in the fol-

lowing edition without note of the reading of the manuscript. These include in par-

ticular scriptio defectiva for alif; the use of final (¢ for final | or vice versa and the end-

ing 34 instead of 3!. The following signs were used in the edited text:
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[2]] beginning of new page in the manuscript.
[] reconstructed text that is lost in the manuscript due to damage of the leaf.
[...]missing portions in the text due to damage of the leaf.

< > conjectural addition.
Next page: End (f. 92r) and beginning (f. 141r) of the text. The facsimiles have
been reproduce with permission from the Russian National Library in St. Petrsburg,

Russia.
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