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SONOCL OF MUMANISTIC ATUDINS ‘oudenie Organization
HORREY Biographical
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1936 11/17

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization
MODERN ART Academic Activities
MOREY Biographical

PANOFSKY
STILIWELL

DOWNEY

ROWLEY

FORSYTHE

For memorandum on the above headings see Chronological
fil® 1936, 11/17, or any of the first five headings listed above.
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AFCHEOLOOY Asademio sctivities
HOr EY Blegrapnicel
GAPPEELL

Ariamue

FPLAXHER, A,

Carprs

AYLELOTTR, P,

Aydelotte to Flemner, Januery 20, 1940,
Aske Pleaner 1f the Institute L8 somuitted far the

three ye 19, to end #8illwell, If the Institube
is, we muat i1l she but since cannot
pursue the eecavations at war-tine

and
antbil it ls
If the funds of the
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/STOKES, ANSON PHELPS Biographical

Secretary Yale University (1917).

Member of General Education Board.
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AYDELOTT: ., F, Blographical
Vﬁ’on. GILMORE

Aydelotte carried as Virector Smeritus 1947-’resent,

For about 2 years also noted asxRkim in Directory as Seoretary

of Rhodes Trustg, OCilmore Stott listed 19,78 as assistant
both to Oprenhe imer and Aydelotte.

Directory
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/'STO'I'T, GILMORE Biographical

Files show Stott corresponding on Institute administrative
problems as late as May 12, 1 « This was after Aydelotte left.

A Plle, the Reidermeister File-Rhodes Office in the I. A, S, File
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Alﬂ. ERNST G, Blographical
EINSTEIN, A, Biographical
WEYL, HERMANW Biographical

Interview withD r, Ernst G, Straus, April 3, 1956.
Filed in Vertical File under Straue Interviews,

Interview with Ermst G, Straus, 4/3/56

W3
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/ STRAUS, JESSE ISADCRE (American Ambassador te France) Biographical

EINSTEIN, A.

Straus to Flexner/writes in confusion about a request Mr.s Albert Einstein has made
of him to secure advice to Dr. Eimstein from the Minister of Education in Paris that it
would be unsafe for him to fulfill a lecture engagement in Paris in April., Mre. Einstein
stated she feared for his safety should he come but he would not on his own initiative
cancsl his obligation to come to Paris. The Ambassadord asks Flexner's aild,

Flexner to Straus, March 27, 1934, He recounts the confusion as reported in the New
York Times (see aceount Tiled under Einstein) namely, that when Einstein had agreed to
spend the year, in matter of fact, the rest of his career at the Institute, he had at the
sane time been under obligation to deliver lectures in Paris, Madrid and a few weeks
annuall at Oxford. "He accepted...so that he was really a professor simultaneously at
four institutions. When I read of these complications in the New York Times last summer
I wrote him and hie wife, in the kindliest tone, that I felt sixe he would find it imposse
ible to disscharge these obligations; but they thought otherwise, and I let the matter drop®

They came t¢ Princeton in October. I have never alluded in conversation with them to
these outside engagements, says Flexner.

"For a few weeke I attempted to protect them against newspaper and other publicity,
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but as they did not cooperate I dropped all efforts in that direction."

Ho goes on to say that the Einsteins finally saw that he was rdght and that Einstein
resigned his Spanish chair, and has so far as Dr, Flexner knows, informed the Oxford
authorities that he cannot come to Oxford. "He really wants to stay in America, though
my private hunch 13 that Mrs, Einsteine-partly on agcount of her children and partly for
other reasons-~desires to go abroad,"” He coungsels the Ambassador against doing anything.
#In dealing with wwerldly people of this sort, who will not ask advice until they have
gotten themselves into a mese, it ig impossible to do anything that is really helpful.®

File 1v-8
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_/STRAUS, PERCY SELDEN Blographical

Merchant

Born New York, New York, June 27, 1876

Son of Isidor and lda (Blum) Straus

Education: Prep., edn,, Sach's Collegiate Insti., New York City
DEGREES: A. B., Harvard, 1897

Career: Began with R, H., Macy % Company, Inc., department store,
New York City, 1897, now Chairman of the Board
Director L. Bamberger & Company, Newark, N, Y. Life
Insurance Company
Chairman Industrial training service Department of Labor,
;lio 1xéldnatr1al adviser to New York City Draft Board,
917-1
Activities: Member Council of New York Univerdty
Trustee New York Publie Library
Chairman of the Board Federation for Support of Jewish
Philanthropic Socleties of New York City
Chairman comtittee on architecture and physical planning,
also director and member executive committee N, Y.
World's Fiar, 1939

-3
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Identified with many eivie educational and charitable
organizations

Home: B75 Park Avenue
orfice: 151 West 34th Street, New York, WVew York
Died April 6, 194l

Woo Was Who in America, Volume II, 1943-1950
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Re N 1w0/22

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINIBTRATION sondemic rersonnel
FIE'WER, A, Biogrephiccl
s PERCY 8,

Plemer to Straus, Octobur ﬂ, 1931.

*I was lumching with Mr, Sgmberger yesterday, end he
tolé me that you were still dublous sbout the wisdom of
m’lm of the faculty on the Sgard of Trustees...
1 am firmly convinced that the absurdities conmseoted with
our universities would for the most part never have taken
mu a fow cutstanding sciolars had been members of the
of trustees and in position to expreses thelr views to
the trustoss, aes theoy aave exprecsed them teo me, Within the
last fow two harvard professors have talked to me on the
Sehool of Dusiness,m it 1s, and thoy have bobth svald that,
had the faculty been sonsulted, the School could mever have
been organized in its present fomm, The Harvard Corporation
nover geame theso wen, who know what education ils, & chance to
be heard, Frecisely, the same has booen cald to me by




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Sti-
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

B

Columbia professors with respect to the abusos ocut there,
Last Mo ay night I dined with one of the most distingulshed
matucmm. Heo said that book wes
a revelition to him, Hed a fow distinguished re of the
fasulty been it on that Board, they could not have
belped raieing questioms whieh to have bevn ralced and
*t’::ntu — er.:l:'l-nﬂ: o.l.i::'“ ought a'
au power an presi

be curtailed, It canot be ocurtailed by & lay board, It
ean only be curtailed if:

(1) The FPgeulty has a wvwice in the mansgeaent of the
institu tion, and

(2) outeide scholars can aleo criticlse the divector
or or anything else., I don't want to be &

ini, but one ooulid almost be 1if one were desling with
werely a board, There ls not the slighteat doubt in
my mind that the govemnment of Amarican universities is

going to thhtbnﬂhﬂpﬂnma
radieal recons not have Lit of ' the oxact
form, but we have -u a o:o it, Howaver, this s
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a ono=sides speech, and I am anxious to hear your side,
8o ot us get together at cur mutual sonveniende,

"Pe Be Vlote that the number of prefessors is limited by
the By-Laws to three, though I myself would not be afrald of
a larger number, Furtier, they are selected, Fimmlly,

wo lave outaide scholars and ecducatore, like Aydelotte,

Carvel, otc, Now, 1if thas ocutsiders can help us, why can't
the insiders?®

D Pile, Straus, Pereoy B,
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-~ 1932 . m

FOLICIES Adminis tration
OENERAL Corperation
/ srmans, vevey s, Biegraghie:
PLEXBER, A,

Flesner bae had & lunsheon with a number of
eolentistes, together with Straus.

Straus to Plexmer, April 7, 1932.

"I have resd with interest Ppofessor ily's letter,
and agree with bim thot institutions for sconoamle ressareh,
or an institute for nigher education, would ve better if
associated with a undversity, 1 hope we mmy Le able S0

achisve thet for mr in the not too distant future,
Cometime or other like e dlsowss ay plan with
rrofessor Ely & b-rt-n ¢uling I must Sry to orystallize

it wore b sct with such men scieonce ae . mot et
your ;...Lﬂ:i
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Pleomer ¢ o Streus, April X 9, 1932,

lie doesn'y undorstand what Sgraus means by the
asroc) ation of She institute with a university. "If you
mean nelghtorly, intimate, persomal, inorgenic relations,

ogal,

the Institute would be abaslu destroyed, It would
inevitably sink both in persoctel and in spirit to the lsvel
of the graduste school of the larger nstitution and ecculd
do very little to elevate the larger institution which would
absorb it, We want and need meighbors, but we want
abeolutely to preserve our identity, end tide is not only
ny view but the view of both Pres Hibben sand

bre Trowbridge, Desn of the irineeton Graduate behool, with

I have hed 8 sonfidential talke

& matter of feot, 3'::!! affiliastion with
: nothing. He has_his
hie own funds, and mekes his own poliey,”

:
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1933 10/24

—

GENERAL Edueational Institutions
/ETRAUS, PEROY S, Blographie 1
PLEXNER, A

Ploxner to Sgraus, October 24, 1933.

This 1s what has happened ©o the Mathematies Faculty
&t the University of GBttingen, Professor Courant (Chairmen
of the Faculty), Landau, Neuther, Jews, were elther dismissed,
put upon leave o} ebsence an told not to lecture, which
is the equivalent, Professor Frank, Yobel Prize winrer in
physics, resigned Iin antiocipeation, and as a protest,
Thereupon FProlessor Born (m:hematical physics) resigned,
also Ppofessor Neugebauer and Professor Weyl, Christians,
who resigmed in protest, and the emeritus professor, Hilbert,
oné of the greatest methemutlioclians of the last century,
a Christlan, wrote & scorching letter to the Minister of
Education, of which I possess & copy, protesting egainst the
destruction of the most distinguished mithematlical faculty in
Germany. The work ls, as I was told Saturday, now being
carvied on by one man of no great eminence and a few young asistants.

Jad ey Y
ol e AL %Y Tttt s
SN w
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He says that with the exception of Landau, who 18
welleto=do for the Present prefers to remain in Germany, all
of these men have received posts, except ror Courant, whe
hae & one year post, He commends Courant to Straus for
New York University, to strengthen itsell in the field of

mathemutice,

D File, Straus, Perecy 8.
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193 | e 3/13

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Orguniszation
BTRAUS, PERCY S, Blographical
Fm‘n’ ‘.

Sgrous asks Flexner whether in view of the failure
of the economists to helpy in the period from 29 om, it
might be well to seek impersonality in an sppointment in
the form of a young man of purely scientific training,
without any previocus economic interests, and start him
from serateh as an economist, in the hope that the previous
training will prevent him from falling into any of the ruts
of previous economie thinking,

Plexner to Strsue, Mareh 14, 1934.

"There is something to be sald in behalf of a histerian
who is familier with the economie and historical developments
from the beginning of the Industrial Revolutions..It also
turn out that we shall find within the field of mathematics
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someone who has an interest in historic and economic life,
Finally, it might not be without advantage to include within
this group a reslly able young economist, wiho has not yet
gone on record...”

D File, Straus, Ferey 8,
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/uuu. PERCY 8, Slogra ni al
FLEYEGR, A,

Safer to sorresyondenss on fimances and oast of soetial
agiemces whidi Streus inslets wiil preelude start in Sumanitiese

See Chwonvlogiesi Tile of sbove ésbe, 195, Vil - /&Y
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535 L/22
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization

/STRAUS, PERCY S, Biographical
PANOFSKY, ERWIN

MERITT, B. D.
Foowp ES o rperakson

Percy Straus and Hardin =SS ilStits-o0i—lowis=bumberecr
at this Trustees meeting opposed the appointment of Meritt and
Panafa:z and the initiation of the School of Humanistie Studies,
Apparently on the budgetary aspects,

Was this the beginning of Louls Bamberger's allienation?
This was a moting at which Frankfurter was dropped, and
Perecy ftraus and Flexner were re-elected Trustees,

Also see October 28 and October 29, 1935, “hronological
where Bamberger says aftor land is bought their fortunes will
not permit of further expension., There 1 a eriticism that
:g:ro was too muech land bought and he cites Mrs, Fuld as fedling

Be

Trustees!' Minutes, April 23 1935
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1935 L/2y
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academie Opganization
GENERAL Finance

FOUNDERS Corporation

FLEXNER, A. Biographical

HARDIN, JOHN R.

Sy

Crr 7 Fon = aeig,

A letter from Flexner to Bamberger, April 2, 1935,
regarding above topics.

L memorandum filed in Chronolegical file under 1935, L/24.

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1930-1936
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1935 L/26
GIFTS Finance
FOUNDERS Corporation
VSTRAUS, PIRCY Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Straus to Flexner,

Mention of certainty of founders'! commitment of Institute for
egstates, but uncertainty of time.

See Chronological File 3/11/35.
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/ STRAUS, PERCY 8, Biographical

On April 29, 1935, Straus refused to accept
appointment as member of the Finance Committee cdespite
Flexner's urging.

D File, Straus, Perey 8,
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1936 10/29

SOHOOL OF ECOROMICE AFD POLITICS Academic Organizetion
RIEPLER, WINPIELD W, Biographical

ATRAUSS, FERCY

Riefler to Strauss, 10/8/36 in regard tc eoonomics wark.
Fided in Chronological File under 1936, 10/19,

Prom Rlefler's Rams home iles, See his letter 1/22/56 riled corres;cndence

TERa
R
L
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. 10/14

“STRAUS, PERCY S, Blographical
HOUGHTON, ALANSON B,

Houghton to 4ydelotte, October 1, 1939,

Transmits xxsapyx the original of Straus' letter
of October 12 resigndng as a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Institute.

Houghton to Straus, a letter, October 1, 1939,
regretting his resignation.

Houghton to Aydelotte, October 1, 1939.

"I have an uncomfortable feeling that perhaps I cut
him off pretty sharply when he wished to discuss the
decision of the Committee to recommend your name, He at
once raised the point as to whether a younger man should not
be chosen and in order to stop any possibl lity of debate
I answered him very briefly and sharply. If his feelings
have, in any way, en wounded by thga brusquerie on my
part, I will try to ease his mind if you think such an effart
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on my part 1= desirable, own feeling, to be frank, is
that he has not been of much service to the institute as
a Trustee although, owing to the prominence of his name I
rolt he should be put on the Ngminating Committee rather
than Leidesdorf. You will recall, however, that Mr, Bgmberger
preferred the latter., Please let me know your wishes.

He sent the announcement of the change in Directorship
to all pspers (in Washington) yesterday by hand.

"It may be interesting to you to know that two or
three of the newspapermen with whom I talked had never heard
of the Institute but knew about you and made pleasantly

complimentary comments."

On May 17, 1940, Aydelotte to Strauss., A graceful
acknowledgment to Straus' resignation from the Board, and the
thanks of the Trustees. He also sent a box of flowers to
Straus.

D Pile, Straus, Perecy S.




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Sti-

From the Shelby Whlte m Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
10/
DIRECTOR Administ atli n
i
/8TRAUS, PERCY Blographical

As B, Hy to Stewart,

Straus raised question asto whether a younger man should
not be made director,

S, 1939-1942
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1940

_/STRAUS, PERCY Biographiocal
Resignation accepted - i1l health. Flexmer, Riefler reelected Trustees.
lewls W. Douglas vice Sabin.

Lessing Roserwald vice Straus.

Mtg. of Corp. = 5/13/40 - p. 1

5/13



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Sti-
From the Shelby White me Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

/4
/s'rmu*s. PFRCY

Gave N, Y, Us $1,000,000 in bequest, Billikopf told
Aydelotte l1/18/4)i, Streus died 4/6

D, Bamberger, L.
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GIrme PFinance
BEROTRy Le Blographical
TRAUS, PiRCY

llm. ,O

Stortes sbout philanthroplee of L, Sambergesr and
Peroy Streus toléd by J, Billikepfle

Pileé in Chronologicel file under 194/ L/28,

D, Bamberger, Lewis, 1937-19uk
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GIFTS Finance
DIRECTOR Administrati on
ECONOMICS Academic Activities
SCHAAP Biographical
FARRIER
BAMBERGER , LOUIS
FULD
HARDIN
BAMBERGER, EDGAR
LEIDESDORF
MAASS

L-STRAUS
FLEXNER
STRAUSS

Interview with Messrs, Schaap and Farrier, May 29, 1956,
{n the Board room at Bloomingdale's, New York City.

Flled in Vertical File under Sc and Farrier Interviews.
Interview with Schaap and Farrier, 5 56
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EcoNoMICS (P. 1, 4, 5, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16) Academic Activities

DIRECTOR (P. 6) Administration
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC S TUDIES (P. 6, 7) Academic Organization
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION [Pe 9, 13) Academic Personnel
POLICIES |P. 12) Aéministration
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS (P. 6, 7, 15. 16) Facilities
ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION (P. 16, 18) Foundations
STEWART (P, 1, 5, 13, 14) Blographical
FRANKFURTER (Pe 2, 5, 9, 17)
CLAY (P. L)
RIEFLER (P. 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15)
WOLMAN (P, u. 17}
VINER (P. 5,
AYDELOTTE (P. 6&
VEBLEN (P. 1, 16)

wSTRAUS (P. 7

PANOFSKY (P. 7)
SCHROEDINGER (P. 7, 8)
OPPENHEIMER (P. 9, 17)
WARREN (P. 10, 11, 16)
BUCHANAN, NO'MAN (P. 11)
FEIS (P. 13)

Interview with Mr, Stewart, September 25, 1956.
Filed under Stewart Interviews in Vertical File.





