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at ion

FOUNDERS

FLEXN • A.

F1exnElr to ~

Aoademio peraonn 1

Corporat10n

1 raph1c

rg r 1n r1zona. Maroh 15. 1935.

v rybo y Who wanta a teaoher ot m th toi co ea
hoppi to Prinoeton. juet aa the ople 0 know what they

are atter 0 t L. Bamberger Co pany in .ewark. SeTeral
add1tIonal workers have receIved excellent pro 1 in
appoihtments since .L wrote • uld. It ow looka all it
our stook woul b maust d bero the end of the Y8 • I
feel quite sure that til Ie ia no other Inlltitution in the
country that can ay t 8 or it s adv 0 d a tud ents. "

D. B berl r. Loui • 1930-1936
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Ac._~,o Or.an1ll&'tio

in' • h/22/)$ • 3-4 (Vol. 2, o. J) on a ntl unneol d uMeNtand1nS w1th
• n l'n1 Nit1 011 t1.nano1D1 0Iloo1 of B !aUo tud1ee. Abo ta aU.

expand 0 r lohool at n or cbDol of t1oe.

"~'J.'--
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1935 4/30

~CHOOL 0 M THEM TICS

PRINCETO

FIEnER, A.

NIV RSITY

Ac em c Organization

elatJ.onB OAI

Biographical

RIEFL , W.
Flexner to Rie~ler, April 30, 1935.

He tell Riefler about a garden party giv n on the golf linkB
by him to the School of Mathematics. There were bout 80 people pre (nt,
includi those from the Univer ity and the In titute. "I could not help
but re~lect that, if Seoretary Wallace were to plugh th m under,
mathematical salaries throu out the oountry would riBe to a height
that would Batis~ ~lm r Thomas."

D F~l. Rlefler, Winfield W., 1934-1939
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1935

CHOOL or 1ATHEMATICS

FLE:XNilR, A.

MARSCHAK

HI IT , WINFIELD W.

5/2
'/30

Aoa m10 Organization

IUographlc

Rlefler wrlt s Fl xn r apologlzi ror not havl tUQled the
ar chak papers, and indloatln that he ls gol to get up to prlnceton

as soon as he can. He also tells e r t t if for any reason 'lexner
"wants to r galn Jour freedo:n frolll our compact" you can let m out wl th
on~r. Th Sooial Scl no esearon Counoil w~loh ls researohi lnto the

proposed Soclal Securlty progrmn ha begged hlm to oome to It. and glves
him reign to researoh as he wlll for the good of the program. The
finanoial Inducement 111 v ry gh, an the freedom wil10h he would be
offered is, likewlse, high.

"It offers one of those rare opportunities wher an original
oo~~tm nt can be f~ ely recon id red--if there ls any roallon for
recon ideration."
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exner to ~iefler. April 30. 1935. also May 6, 1935.

Flexner writes that he and his wife are about to take a
editerranean cruise beginni May 11, but that he s no desire to

escape from his co itment~ to Hiefler. He paints the difference
between the project an the opportunity for long-range, undisteRbed
t •.ought on bi@, problema. "I do not want to 1 t ~ou out ither With honor
or anything else •••Ther is 0 nee~or reoonsideration at t~i end of the
line--not th fainte t. I shoul j t like to s e you spend che next
y ar or longer 's~ewlng about' to quot the phrase use by one at
Walter tewart's friends.

Riefler to exn r. May 8, 1935.

I ju t wanted to give you the opportunity to change your mind. I
have told the Social Soienoe Reaearch Council that I am not interested

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



· bo 1 or t. tl0 lnut a

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1936-39

~Y PARTICIPATIO

FLEXNER, A.

VEl'LE , O.

RIEFLER, W.

MCRSE, .•

GOLI:MAN, !-!.

EI TEl"!, A.

EARLE, E. ~

Academic Personnel

dministration

Biographical

Excerpts fran File V-l, IAS Faculty Minutes 1933-1950
ll/~t-:, "tt i....~ '1" r ~ '-U.c1l'\.. .J

See FACULTY PARTICIPATION - Adademic Personnel \l WI~U) F;\~ .p I
t '~~ ....

·:}f{?:'
"", .,-"

)j~f. .:
0''' ":.
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Aca em1c Act1v1t1ea

B10gr phlc al

1936-l~

SCHO L 0 MATHEMATIC

HILO 0 IlY

ROO LL, BERTRA

F XBE, A.

Acade 1c Or bat10n

Ruseell to Flexner, L cember 28, 1936. ants to live in
America and to return to logic. A number of friends bIl ve told
him that he m t j01n Einstein Weyl at th in t1tute. He
has to earn a l1v1 • He has a numb r of people p ndi on
him. He ahould 11ke to apply to the Inst1tute it there is a
vaoanc,..

1 xner to Ruaeell, Janu ,. 27, 1937.
flattered. There is no place.

bv10usly greatly

"Institu for Adv
b1tl0 thematioal

Thereupon, the Truat ee
irections ••• th h n1

o d Study began with a so ewhat
oup known as the ohool of athematic s.

deo1ded to 8 a st t in 0 rta1n other
tio atud1e e on the on hand and e ex> nomics
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on the other on the th ory that th Institute would be a mor
ne ly roun ed af1'air if' its entire inoome wa not ooncentIPallled
in the f1 Id ot m thematioa. I d ubt, there1'ore, whether in
the next few years the mathematioal group would be enl ged•••"

Russell' response, February 8; aocepts philosophically,
b t states that he is usually classified as a philosopher rather
t n a a mathe tioian. Sets store by l<'lexn r's atatement
that if th sItuation changes h would b hIlppy to be co Idered.

A ust 10. 1940, E1 tein to A'1delott. Has been informed
Russ 11 woul like to oome to t he 1 titute (ha ha a letter
from C 1 s Morris 01' the Unlverait'1 of Chi~ago dated A ust 10
urgl Ru sell'. continued co petene an his gr at need 1'or

one'1) • Eine te in said, "I know that our nstitute is hindered
by its precarious fInancial situation; but it ay be po sible to
get some special fu s to enable this gre t mind to do his
valuable work In rrlneeton for few years. If there 1 an'1
possibility it must be avoided that later generations sho~ld
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hav to tell that this
finish his work."

t r oould not fl opportuni tles t 0

ydelotte, A
eoutiv oard at

Forelgn ~ohol he
Russell. At the s

st 18. r eapond only that a a ber or the
rgenoy Co ttee In Ald of 1spJa oe

ahall raise the qu stlon of asslstanoe for
e t aalea Veble lIhat oan be done.

tho
gre t
Don't

Veblen to yd lott • A uat 24. 194. Rue ell ould tlt in
the tlce tepart ~t. Ale er. In8t~ln 1 bave
ad atlon for h1Jll. 1 have n 11k d h1Jll aine 1908.
re mber von eumann or orae sayln a~hl bout him•

.......nco....tloal logioian aa a aater ot
the he ohi t point al t h1JIl is that he i
aIrea y put retirl age in ye &. "If someone 0 e tQr"War w Ith
lIhat wo amount to a pelon for t relit ot hls aye, I 0
a e no reaaon t or not glvi h1JIl all11 , a 8 1t were, In he
Institute." ut e nIt a e that a fo tlon woul grant
the funds tor ths purpo • vite8 Jo'le:xn '8 f arUer reJ otlon,
not onl7 b OQua or funds ut b eoause dld not t ink we should
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o in ro h11olloph7.

V blen II aYII G8del ill the one man who now has ,urpaslled
usllell In m tical 10 lot. (Not phl10soph7).

Jan pY 8. 1~3. ho H. o11kyson on clal, ennlll1vania,
to Aydelotte on Dr. Barn,' c i 11 rorth rot
arn e Foun ati n eoause he d e to 1 cture outside. e
useelle are hard up, tran In a count1'1 u e at (.; eter
pri , no ,e vants, no ney. very rrall tir s on their car,

an BOil at rran in altho 0 ne 18 t'rl n y; t y are
too rit1 h.

O1llIIlunlo ted in d1 trees" Ithtephen D
Aydelotte about

On Maroh 10, 1944. Ay elotte invite 0 • OIl, Maase,
memberll of the 0 0 1 of 00no OB. an 0 or t wo berB

ot' the e Sue of I' tiona to minarll to b con uoted at the
Inetltut by l18ee11. ~ ro ere two. ydelotte thanked .lIell
erruaively (April 15) and .ent 1lII an honarariWll of $100.
D, RUB.ell. Bertr

the
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/0 ~ \lono. 0

I. • oontzo 1 1 '0•Ae ool.tlon t 0110 Lo 10 tor on ot Journal
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1936

, KATH:D!ATICS

HARDY, G. H.

Acad-.ic Ae1~!W"1I

Biogr~h1oal

1/27

IJiVI-cIVIT.l, PROP'. T.

CARTAN, !LD

The Director lltated that he had received a letter tl'aa Veblen to the erreClt

that th..e three are attending t Rarvard Teraentena17 in SepteRber and eucgeeted that
the.e three be invited to CallIlI to Princeton before Chrill~ reae.. at the joint inrlta­
t.1.on of the Institute and the Uniftreit,. at a stipend of 12000 rellP8ct.1.~. ThiJI v&II
approved by the rd provided that the budpt ot t School of t tic. for 19.36-.37
would not inarea.ed ther by. (Kinutell 1/27/36, p. 14)

..
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1936

1937

CHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

CARNEGIE

mR~ t.. lAn' TO

FIEXN • A.

Aoaoemio Organization

Foundations

Biographical

FIe r to Morse. Kay 2. 1936.

Confirms arra ement made at a oonf renoe with Veblen and .oree
r garding invilation to e extended by the Ame iean Mathema ieal Sooiety
to the International Mathematioal Co r 158 to meet in t i8 country in 1940.

If Cam gle Corpor tion will appropriate &7.500, he
may suooeed in getting Rookefeller to match it. If this fails. the
In titute tor Adv need Study will et it aaide from the math matioal
bUdSet. nand hold until it 115 needed an equialent 8urn. "

Morse to Flexn r May 5. 1936.
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The Carne~ie COl"poratl n through Mr. Keppel haa given intorll18.1
aa uranoea ot 87500.

Moree to Fl xner. eptember 24. 1936.

The Mathematical Co re s at Oa10 voted to acoept the invitation
of the Amerioan Mathema ioa1 ooi ty to hoI and Inter tional ~athe tioal
Congress in Am rioa in 1940.

Flexner on October 23. 1937. gives positive as urance that
will be torthoomi from the Institute aa an outri ht gift to the

D File. Morse. Marston, 1933-1945

2500
ociety.
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1936

AHO L OF MATHEKATI

STIPE

GENERAL (ADMIS ... ION S)

10/13

Acade c Or nization

Acad c Personnel

$I Finance

Biogr hiealHARDIN. no R.

VEBIEN. O.
P ell.

Hardin rail d th que tion or the tuition ree and pointed
out how small was the inco derived. Veblen expl l118d that
the Institute was rollowi not only the praotiwe or Pr1tloeton
U vera1ty but the oustom in the gre t li h univereitl a
wnlch is to re ard men with Ph. D. de r ac dem10

ployment a di ti ulshed vi 1tora whose presenee is
ben tioial to the Institute. The Direotor co ented that
the coIl otion ot the fees waa a small matter, but the
admission or me b rs on a qUality ba is, and the qu ation or
congestion in Fine Hall, and the pre ervation or the tim ot tl::B
tart tor the ir own tudies were the important cons i erations.

Truste a' Minutes. Ootober 13. 1936

'. '. ~"

~f~';:"':
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,,""ITOO Of • ""JEMATICS

I lC~ UNIVERSTTY

BUn. !IDS AND GROUNDS

lD/2J

.loa 10 Orpnilliation

Rela tion W.O.A.I.

F&o1l1tiu

Exaerpt8 from d1 eta of a t)'Pewr1tten mlllllOrand1!ll found in V-2 fUe with Flexner t 8
initials at the sa. top. It is apparent~ a working dr&tt of a paper ot Flullerla. The
paper d1 888 problem8 rua d by the extrao pran1nen of the th tioia~8

a88 bled at Prinoeton which it oharacterizea a8 "not aimple-. Pr;lnoeton oonsillts of
e M arate but overJAppin upa, tile undergraduate school, tile graduate aabool

whioh ovwrlaps with the IAS, d the !AS whiah overlaps the duate eahool.

Ae tar .. IlUllber8 are concerned the l1m1t can be fixed on the un rgrad te ohaol
011 the bada of oone1deratione whioh do not aonoern the other two un1ta. All Iar as the
graduate IIOhool 18 co oem d a 11atit on nUllbers is fiDd by the 111" of the graduate
colle.. and &180 by the oonaideration that tbere &rlI other aduete schoola in the aountry
that can take oare of students not aoao odated at Princeton. "Evwn 0 th preci n r
of poaduete studente that could be achit d denends &1 0 on (1) phyilloal facilitiell. (2)
aiae and quality of ataff, eto." AdllIitti that becaue of the eminence of the Princeton

1I0re d te" nts w111Jrant to atu y. thMatiOll h re then elaewhere it is
ll8oee8&r;r to 1IIIpoS8 a limitation and the limitation should be one of quality. So much
for the Universit:1' e proble ."
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As for the IllIItitute it oan carry the IIIIl1I8 diffioulty a step further. ~It C
eall1ly 1IIIpo oertain l1.'Il1t&tions, as, that (1) it will adnit no one who has not aohieved
the Ph.D. dearee, (2) no one who 111 not beyond the Ph.D. degree given evidence of prolll1lll1,
but with tbl Ph.D. training com88 to a halt•••"

The Institute" s founds. to offer ea.y going, in!01'lll&1 and stimulating help to en
oapable of independent work•••" The two polioies outlined above oreate two forces which
will lnni.tab17 bring to Primeton more applioations than could otherv1se be reeeiTed.
A B Tere ~~n on the n1ll1lbers which lIOuld be aoo odated 111 the poise 10 upon
the tIIaohine" s will .h1.tt fro yaar to j'llar.

A stud1 of the figures show. that during the ourrent year thllre are 41 persons
registered in the Institute. This does not lillian that tblre are 41 who reoeive anything
like regular instruotion or guidance fran the members of the Institute' e staff. There
may be aome who attend leotures or seminars. there lIlIly be some who 110 their work lIlIlinly
vith the IIIl1l1bera of the Princeton Faoulty) on the other hand, there are sane registered
in Primeton who do thetr work substantially with Institute Faoult7. There are also
so of the 41 Who are registered twioe, &II for eDlllple, the National Re.earch Council,
the COIIIIlIOnwealth Fund and C.R.B. Foundation Fellow••

Fine Hall i t.eU 1IIIpo.... a limitation on 1I1111bar.. It. space is not inde!1n1tely
expansible. It. library facilities are e ent1al to .tuq. It IIU1lt not be OTer orowdiad.
Host 1mportant of all is the IIlIC sl1ty for aintain1ng an adequate enrol1lllent far
atiJltuleting the Faoulty of both institutions. " •••an able bod;y of students does as lIuch
good to the profe eor as a professor doss to the advanced st t."

<- "..' ,. ' ,....
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He then Sugg8lltll a MOde ot: handl.1.ng the probllll1l1

It (1' ••• uld it not bl will to restrict the nUlllber on a qualitative rather than a
quantatiVll L s18. whenever
It (2) 0 lllIlpha i" a quantative 11lll1t/thare is the real danger that tho rs of the
stat Ilra !:.toing pushed unduly hard.
It ( :3 To proour additioIllol space at the total adm1tted by the two gr:lU,lI e Il to mak8
Finl Hall iooo populouS."

Ie :;'atter contingency e eu' s that it would be vie. if additional space ie
prov1d d do 0 on the haeie that the ixture of the two up. ehould oontinue without
any 1imitat:l.one, _byBic 1 or otherwis , being laced on it. Thu cooperat1/'1n betl en
ThC"'a d Me,.r, between Let:eabet. and Aluander. and 0 fort, 0 gilt not to b int r-
fured with or mad di!!ieult. And a ain it i a llOooerful thing that the lila doing
adftDO d th tias Iwre cJ.1da unconleioualy one group to the other v1thout raisin
&lIT qu tion .ither in thir ovn 11nll or in that of their relpect! staff."

File V-2
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1936

STIPhNDS

vSCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

10/31
~ "J.n-, ..... ,

Academ·c Pp&eedoTes

Academic Organization

Relations WOAI

Regarding size of mathematical membership.

Filed in Chronolo ical file 10/31/36 or Stipends (Academic Procedu~~

File IV-20
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1936

STIPENDS

~HOOL OF MATHEMATICS

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Veblen to Flexner.

11/5

:?_H.,.", ,.. I
Academic ~ee&etires

Academic Organization

Relations WOAl

Since it now appears that our quarters in Fine Hall cannot be
extended either on the camp s or in a building across the street, my
opinion of some of our funcamental problems is changed. I will consult
with some of my mathematical colleagues.

IV-20

; ., ~
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1936

I/SCHOOL OF MATHE!".ATICS

PR~NCETON UNIVERSITY

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

VEBLE O.

"'L~1ill, A.

HARDY, G. H.

11/7

Academic Organization

Relations WOAI

Facilities

Biographical

Letter from Flexner to Veblen acknowledging his letter of
November 7, filed under Chronologi&al file, Novemoer 7, 1936.

IV-20
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1937

he 0 L 0 TUI4"""TI C Aca

1/25

1c vrS nlzatlon

VON , JOHN Bl0 rap cal

Von e an has be n 1nvited by ~ounoll of the merlcan
~ath matioal ~ool ty to aellver the Colloqulum Leotures at the

u e tl of th oolety 1 eptellb --the thlr luooesslve
ye In w loh von Neumann b n Invited by a lear d body
to pre nt th results of 1 reee t tu lea.

Truat ea' Inut , 1/25/3'. p. 4
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1937

jSCHO L 0 A I 3

1/25

Acade Ic Or anization

GE L PublIc a tiona

of the Intttitute
200 a 1e had run

ore at $2 0 annually.

The
In the
out. It

five-year au tainln emberab1p
rican athema+ica1 Sooiety at

was a~thorized for five y ra

True teea' Minut • 1/25/37. p. 12
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1937

C OJL OF MATHEMATICS

BIRKHOFF, GEORGE

Fill , A.

Aca ernie Or anization

Biographical

Flexner to Keppel, February 4, 1937.

Birkhorf wrote an elabor te paper w ch be finished
"two or three weeks ago," and befor ._kt-gxt'. undertaki to
publi h it, he brought it down to Princeton and read it to
the assembled mathematical group for criticism and o.i oussion
waich oocurred over two days I period. He went baok to
re-wri te it.

Flexner also tells Keppel Sir Otto Niemeyer, e -.
e .- - •• ie •• Dir otor of the ~ank of England

18 arrangi a meeting c€ the head of Eoonomics and tati tics
Seotion to study with Ri fler t • months.

On February 3, 1~7, Keppel informs Flexner the Executive
Co ittee has appropriated $6,000 for Wade-Gery. 'lbe seem tobe no

D Fi e, Carnegie Corporation 1912-~93 furth r refer nc. in file toI he reques for $25,000 for r:£ 3 years.
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1937

COOL 0 K THEKATICS

PRINCETO U VEn IT

PUBLICATION G NERAL

A.oa e io Or

Re tiona WOAI

Publ1cations

2/6

lzatlon

See for outline of new ath series 1n wnioh I. A. • and
~ohool of Mathe tios oollaborat d.

V-7
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_ ... t

·1MI.s., orn.,. M

tnllDa lIbolllcl aJ"nIll

at.l_'u.eal blIdlre
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1937

jCI.OOL 0 MA'l'HEMATIC

SCHO L O' HUMANISTIC STUD S

SC 0 L OF ECO OIICS AND POLITICS

LEV,,"',., A, .

4/19

Academio rg Imatlon

Bl raphloal

Th fir t two sOhoo1s mar be .wi-rill. "regarded as stablllzed."
Flemer sees no noed for any increased expendlt7ur In
h anl tlc studies an mathematlc s In the no ar tuture.

But the Scho~l or Econo lcs and olitics needs fevelopment
to matoh the oth I' two, and partioular '1 becaus the fleld ot

conomlos oannot be developed by a Ingle per on, ven so able
lUI: a person as filefler. ut letler hu oppoeed the s veral
pas ib Iiti for appolntm nt to the cool. Flexner hope
that within th next yo I' or two "one or two persons wlth the
proper enooWJD.ent a e xperienoe _,. b tound ••• I lIhallnot
hesltate to bring the tter to the att ntion ot the Trustees,
and the e 1 trae ot his two a&K«RtKYtw assooiates.-

He also asks for development of mathe atioal ph,. los.
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trangely enough, Elns t ln aeelllS a lone ln erlca &a the
1'ir t-rate capaoity in the 1'ield. Ther are 1'our or 1'1v in
Europe, a poa lbly one or two may be brought to Princeton.

Trustee lnutea, April 19, 1937, pp. 3-4
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1937

CHOOL OF MATHE ATIC.

4/19

Academic Organization

A recent two-day.. conference has been held t the
Universi t¥ of otre D • Of the 15 name aping on the
program, 8 came from Princeton, either from the University or
from the Institute. Morse directed the di8cus8ionat one of
the fou r 8es8ion8.

Veblen h 8 been invited to conduct a 8e inar on the
Theory of ~pinor at the Univer ity of Wa8h! ton in the first
term of the s er qu ter under the Walker Ames Professorship
of Mathematics.

Weyl will lecture at the ~echni8che Hoohachule in
Znrioh durin" the 8 r te •

Trustee8' Minutes, 4/19/37, pp. 6-7

• l~oJ'
-"'>",

.~~.I, .
'r.,~ .,.....

.'- ~~J ..
, .'" ... /~-
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1937 NOTES May 31 - June 23

SCHOOL OF M THEJ.1ATICS

STIPENI:S

BOHR, NEILS

VEBlliN, O.

FIE R,

Aoacemic Or anization

Academio Per onn 1

Biographical

THEI IS oorre pondence SaX between th two, and
oonoern the amount of th tipend offered to Bohr. Flexner
oriticizes Veblen for offering Bohr 86,000 for on semester,
and says it should be &1,000 a month. Veblen replies
that it was Flexn r, himself, w 0 wet the amount, d
Flexner, after r viewi the conver ation, gr c fully bows
and says that thi is true. Then he sug eats that Veblen
in writing his personal letter to tiohr explain that it is the
practioe of the regul r members of the starf who are,
llkewise, well paid, to do no work outside the Institute.

,
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1937

SCRO L OF MATHEMATIC

BOHR, NE.IU3

BLE , O.

FIEXNE ,A.

JUly 3
July 9

Aoa e io Organization

Biogra hie 1

Veblen replies to
ot ohrls stipend, an
about Dirao.

Flexnerls oapituhtion on the subjeot
asks whether anythl has been done

Veb1 n to Flexner, July 3, 1937.

Dirao s be n ailing to go to ussia, but Veb1 n doubts
he she d go to Rus ia ooneW ring the ciro stances there.
Dirao an Bohr are r t friends, a it woul be fine to
have them both at Prinoeton at the same time. Then he a eke
a question. Last night he SIlW in the paper MorgenthaJi has
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aakBd Riet'ler to take ohar e of the
government. Doe s tha t m an that Ri
ln Wa8hington, or will it be merely
aotivities?

old buyi
fler would
incidental

of the
have to be
to his other

'j

about Dirac, nor am I until there 18
Even 80, Rlet'ler has first oall on the

Flexner to Vebl n, July 9, 1937.

I hav done othi
an ino.ease in funds.
next million or two.

"The newspaper acoount you ret' r to is tot 11 wrong.
Morgenthal pleased with Rieflerls aooount of the IStuat10n
abroad, offer d him a handsom honorarium and an official

w .....1.V\·... l part-tim conneotion with the ; he promptly
~d olined both on th groun t t, (1) he was on a full-time

8alary (not counti s trio tly hlgh-grade educ atlonal or
oientific work out of term), and (2) a Treasury P08t wo.ld

put him ln politic8 in a pearano , It not in tact. When he
reported the interview to me, I wrote Morgentho~ reiterating
his (Rlefled8) and our position. lIJl In reply, M. s ......_ .. -,~•.(
that he wiah d there were more 8uch. I ad ed that anyone In
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the In titute wall free to .11.'1 what he thought, but t~t no
one would be responllible even in appearance for~xxrcJJ~X
'politics'.
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1937

C !OOL OF

FOUl'lDERS

VEBLE1, o.

T""""U\TICS

8/19

Aoada~ic Organization

Corporation

Biographical

FLE ., A.

TAUB, ABRAHAM
Pl XIIi r to Mr. mberger, A u ~ 19, 1937.

Sends a letter tr m the resident ot the University at
Washington (state ot washington) shawing how the influence
ot ta, IllIltitute has been xtended over a wide territory
from Princeton to th Paoific Coast. "Last year the
President ot the Univer ity of Washi ton cam to us in order
to tind a young instructor. The mathemati8ians reco nded a
young Jewish SCholar, Dr. Abraham Taub, Who went out not only
to tach th atic but to see What he oould acco plish in
stirring up an int rest in mO ern mathemat1cs in that section.
Towards the end of the first year he had succeede 1n so
int re t1ng his colle ues that PrOfessor Ve len wa 1nvited
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to 00 e out this s~ r [1937] to give a oourae ot 1 obur B~•••

Now aa the end ot Vebl n' a ~rk a proach a. the I reaident at
the Univel'sit,. writel to alk it we cannot oontinue this Bart
ot oooperation, the resultl of whioh will be in time that the
Univeraity ot aahi ton willpolaels not a branoh ot the
In titute but its own 1 dep ndent and thoroughly modern school
of IIl&th tiel operated b,. 1 ts own funds. You lila,. be aure that
the ex ple set by the Universit,. or Wash1 ton is not
altogether a nov It,.."

D, Bamb rger, Lou1a, 1937-1~

u
1:' ~ '.

,- , .

• 1.. "

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1 37

8G 0 [, TIC' Aoa

9/27
10/8

10 r niz t10n

MOT • ,·........TON Dio a hieal

•

W VIiR,

RO FoUld tiona

th • oe :reller l' u at10n
(Warr n t of ta Inati uue on
b L of t e of the tios t ugh
t In t tut r s to be held in 1
Th In tltute 0 t of 7.50. but orBe ake
the point to Weaver tba t it the 7,500 1s pal tor this
purpo e, stipend tor f r len mathe t10ian will be c t by that

uch s1nee tIns 1 t snIt t the fu • After that the
Rooker 11 r 'oun atio grants 7.5 0 on oon 1tlon t t t e
Inatitut give th Co re s 2,500 lhieh is do •

D, or o. a t n. 1,33-1145

,.
..;. .
, ". ,
,.'1,'",.
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Foun at ion.

Aoade 0 Urganization

1937

CHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

CARNECIE

ROCKEFELIER

MORSE. MA TON Biograp hieal

Two tters regard ng 1'ounaatlons. 1937. 10/6 and 10/21

F led in C onologio a1 F le un r 1937, 10/6.

D File, Morse, Marston, 1933 5

10/6
10/21
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Corporation

1931

~SCHO L OF MATHEMATIC

GETIERAL

Aoa

10/11

1e Or""an1zat1on

VEB • O. Biographical

ee p e 2 ot ~oure below tor the ettect ot Veblen's
t aoal1 at the Unive &lty ot Waeni ton.

Tru toea' InuteB. 10/11/37. p. 2

,
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1937

CHO')L O· MATHEMATIC
(MAT E ATICAL PHYSIC )

10/11

Academic Organization

the ques t ion ot
'F'lexner returns to/au nti the \lark in thematical

physics at th Institute, preaumab1ytrom abroad.

Trusteea t Minute. 10/11/37. p. 6
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19.37

I I

COL

G 0

or a r ort

1 /21

aoll tiel

A

1 tl r ( or Veblen) oto r 21, 1937, I e roe.

,f
/
, I. A. ., o n 1 ul 11
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1938

SC"l::JOL;; 0.... T TIC

1/17

Academio rrganization

GENERAL (AMERICAN MAT MATI CAL _ocr TY) elations W~Ar

Correspondence reI I. A. S.'s subsoription of ~250o

to funds for an Internatlonal Congress of Mathematics to be
held in 1938.

Janu ry 17, 1938, Riohardson,(R. G. D. Richardson) Seoretary
of the American Mathe tical Sool ty, to F1exner.

IV-2
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19)8

.,.sCiiOOL OF T' ~IC5 Acadela1c Organization

Biographical

1/24

In s port ot the D1rector Fluner NY8 "For t benefit ot the Board and ot wq
own suco ssor"lhe d1.scuases the achoo1 ot 1Il&~t.1.cs whioh th Inatitute has built up.
How? '} th ticians. like cow in the dark. all look alik to me." He goes on to tell
about th 1.r acce-plisla nts. etc.

r. lin. - 1/24/38 - p. J
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19' 11

/SCJlOOL 0

Vli:I:ILEl'~' I~=~ N.
FLZXNER,AB
VON JU:.u[1A!,N, JOHN

:n-,·~~N

lllI1e Organ1sat1on
io&raph1eal

s ch am the
e1r errorts in e

"1'l~~ld oUman·.
President

nrx:~~~rr'F:=1
reo an1zaUon 0

sk ore waa th
t b1a banda

"W. have in t.h:1a 1ne1d nt which I 'WU fortunat. 1;0 v1. •••tho ke3 to 'lIhat
bu happened in InlIUtut. for Stud,7 at :Pr1n .ton. Arter ;yean, dur1Jlg
wh1 I consul 1.. _ Uo1an8 1n tb18 country • I • ted Ploof.. or
Veblen to p1q tho part lIbicb Dr. c had~ in al • It 1IU ...or V bJ.en
aided to JlO alight extent by h1II ooll at Pr1nc.ton, Dean ioUllIIhart, wbo .eleoted th.
othen. I er hN1'd t &I\T of th ~ Prot..eor 1l1D8teIln, 0 .. a ..tter ~
tact preooded Prot...or eblen, th ho ... not aoUTe untU att.r Protooaor Veblon'.
appoin onto In qu1 succNd.on tho oard appointed on .,~UonProtesoor
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Alaander, PzootMaoJ''' t ...or~, and Prof r orae, but as a utter
of ct 11fT t10n wu notId.zlc but a repeUU or the ree endat1.on or Profeeao.r

blen and h1a oo1atee 1n the bt1.tut. and 1n PrUtc n vers1 ••••

Tr. !:in. - 1/2A-/38 - p. 4-5
'. ,
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1

,/ SC L 0 MATUli'IluTICS

'EIliST:lUN. AUl

Acad.-1c Organization

Dio phical

1/2J+

Pro~. E1netein. when ..ked haw he ccplained the inence of the Princeton ..th..tical
groUp. replied ' ecauae :e re in the ruhien. Princet is ~he Par1e of math tic. to

He said that _th_tics, •• other ecience., _II a changing subject 8lId needed to be
cont1..nualJy ref'urn1.ehed w:l.th new IIl&thematicians with new ideas. Flexner said that ail
..e va. trua of the other .choole.

Tr. Min. - 1/2J+/38 - p. 6-9
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1938

/SCHOOL OF Hi THEMATICS

BUDGT

Gt!&:>EL, lI.'"URT

FLEXNER, A.

1/26

Acade c Org ization

Finance

Biographical

F1exner tm Veblen, Janu~y 26, 1938.

H says that atter the meeting on Mon ay, he had long
oonference on finance, and it is obvious that until bus1ness
c dition improve, and thus increase the dividends in our
present endowment, we shall have to hold in abeyance 0 rta1n
plans which six months ago I'd regarded as likely to be
fulfilled wi thin the twelve-month period. This would mean

postponing of the theoretical phy ioiBts and taking any salary
paid to ~rofessor Gadel from the &30,000 stipend fund
instead of maki a further ap ropriat~ion, for it is simply
impossible under existi ciroumstances to increase the
mathematioal budget at all. Certain stipends oommitted by
the Sohool of Mathematics are not required because their
people cannot oome. Flexner has already otified Mr. Leidesdort
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that a 81500 stipend tor Bassi and a 750 stipend released
by Dr. Feenberg sill revert to the Treasury •

•

"When an allocate lIum lapes in the course of the year,
it goes back to the tre wury, a point upon which I think I
have mac.e myseU olear befol'e. Inevitably, in an institul10n
like ours a daman for tundll will be noaloulable and the
will aways b persons who o-n b lIubstituted tor others. I
think, however, in the long run, we ~ will h e a h her
grade of appointment if we all r alize th t an appointment
of a grant onoe made ill final, and that in the event of its
not b i used, it is bot to go into the seoond be t, but
baok into the general fund."

V Fils, Flexner, Abraham

, .
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1938 NOTES

~CHOOL F MATHEM Trcs

BUDGET

G15DEL. KURT

FLEXNER. A.

VEBLEN. O.

Veblen to Flexner.

1/27

Academic Qrg~ization

Finanoe

Biographic 1

He regret a the ~•••*t oontenta o~ Flexner'a letter
of Janu:l.17 26. nd will tal! it up With is til tioal
xaK oollea u soon. He xpressea himBelf as un ~ratand1ng

the treatment of tipendl whioh lapse.

V File. Flexner. Abrah

'.
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Vh1 the
lWY1DE" er11lltAlt'ed into

v: b1aI t be th -, point o£ rt..... wh1 1A78
a t lMT the badcet ebcrcald be bandl and that it abGUl4 be • "Carded -.. repNHnt-
Uw the outaWe lla1t of what oan be apent.- ge eata that it II1cht be wll to let
at leaat one .-ber o£ each SObool look flY '71' the budtet in aclftnoe of ita adopt~ for
alV OYen1&hta.
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sta~t rep1'd1n( .t of r.t1ated ...
ot 8cboo1 of HaUl_ti.

tOf' tile 'Tear eDCltne June 30. 19)8

4.479.00
1.000,00

.000,00
3.3..50,00

••
.00

•

•••••••••••••••••••••••
_ 2.7.50.00

.00

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

200.00
SlIiboJJ.o LoI1o 100,00

ine Hall ••••••••••••••••••••

or1pt.iClNl
11&1._'\1 •

i'ubl1l;&t1on

01 or ~t1o. • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
S&larl•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~.~.

Prot eon. Auoo1at4le. AUlatant..
Seoretal7. IJ.brarl.an m.330.00

oa1 Ae.1etant 1,000,00.
JIlIDIU.'!:J At~xrl.a't.1orl••••••••••••

~ allocated to J. B. Gie.. tOf' tecbn1oa1 'lI'O
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1938

CHOOL 0 MATHEMATICS

September

Academic Or ization

ORGE D.

Birkhotf &pOke publio.11y questioni the advi ability ot fore~

mathematicians comi tb tbe United States of Amsica and oompeting with
American math maticlan. Flexnar objeoted •

.z:-/:z..
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1938 10/14
10/22
11/23
11/25

10 Or nizatlonCllOOLOF MATHEMATICS

STIPENDS

Aoa

Aoa eado rso 1

IE • O.

FIE

Bl0 r phical

Frlendl,. oorrespon enoe r gar i II tip nds tor 8IIb •
ubini arr~ nt to g t emigre in. lexn r (11/25) Bay. he

Bhal1 ask LeldeB orr to waive r quir nt that una ent one,.
be returned to Treasurer. Sug eBta all to Birkhorr and
Smith Veblen ill invitl the --lIho 1d Ba1 stipends will be
paid pI if man,. 18 avallab1e. Board w1l1 ot in Ja r,.-­
won't know b tore.

IV-20
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19.38

CHO L 0 "J:lU!.l'tJ\I'r C

11/2

Aca emio Organisation

SCHOOL 0 HUHAJlISTIC S~JDmS

I TIW

STARR, R. • S.

HERZFELD

Publicati ona

Bio raphical

Plexn r to eppel, regarding renewal tor Starr, mathe tics
mber. He ha ju t receive hi Ph. D. ep el had 7iel ed to

r queat tor stip n but Starr "not the type at s asoned
soholar" that their program 1s planne to upport. Nevertheless
gave I. A. S. 1 Boo. FIe er aaka Keppel tor aid in publishi
Herztl d's work 65,OOO--the LOllell leotures and another book.
Ke pel grants $2000 for publication at leotur s--lIh1ch he thinks
1s nearest lexn rIa heart.

D, Carneg1e Corporation

•
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193Ci'-47

~SCHO L OF MATHEMATIC~ Aoademic Or anlz tion

,
EI TEl , A.

AYDELOT

POLICI;;S (

•

It o , p. 5, 9)

Bio raphlcal

A il1istration

Einste nlo
"

Sohool of

ffect 0 fpo It , p. 4.
ft on Bo , p. 5.

uthe atic l kt 1 'u e to ard A lotte, pp. 3-4.

te art I t rvl w, 2/16/56

0w.'"' ..

:<;~~~:\ ~.
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1939

,Ac OOL OF MATHEMATICS

PRINCET N UNIVE SITY

FIEXNER, A.

VEB , O.

1/.30

Academic Organization

Relat10ns WOAI

iogr phical

Flexner to Veblen, January 30, 1939.

He su ~ests t t the mathema~ioal group hould meet to
disous. the way in which it oan ke p up it active
relationsh1ps wit the Pr1nceton the tic 1 roup atter
Ful H 11 is ready tor oocupation. H SUg.8 ts that they
bring their conclu ions to h1m tor d1sQuss1on.

H gives two warn1 s:

(1) W w1ll not e f1nanoially in a posit1on next ye
to prov1de uld Hall l1brary fao1lities, perhap not ev n
library facilities of a m agr8 sort; hence we mu t utilize
th libr ry at Fine Hall.
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(2) Furthermore, th funotional unity of both groupe should
be pr aerved. After Veblen's group oonsults With him about
a olutlon to theee two probl e, lexner would arra e a
oonferenoe with Dean i enhart, and the implioation 1s that
they will partioipate.

_yO

.:).~~~.
'!" .... .' ..
:~ ~~,;:;

."!~,'~f::"
r·. r'.",r'
: .

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1939

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

GENERAL

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION

"""CHOOL OF MAlliEMATICS

2/3

Rela ti ons WOAI

Facilities

Academic Personnel

Academic Organization

Memorandum on the Minutes of the School of Mathematics
of the above date regarding School of Mathematics in Fine Hall.

ource above.
: ...
h_:::'
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1939

~HOOL OF M THE.MATICS

GENERAL

NEUG BAUER, OTTO!

FIEXNER, A.

VEBLEN, o.

Veblen to Flexner.

2/9

cademic Organization

Publications

Blographlc

He recites some of Neugebausr'8 h1sto~. He founded
the Zentralblat fur Mathematik in G8tti en in 1931 a8 a
protes or of mathematios, a n :from the beginnin the
Zentralblat h 8 b en published by Julius Springer of Berlin,
one of a n~ber published by Juliu8 Springer in varlou
fields of 8cienc.. "From the beginning, it ha 8erved a
us e:flul purpose in brin ng togethL. r in 00 enient form the
suitable criticism all the published mathematic work of t
world." It has a distingui8hed part 01' editors, a 1 6e
number 01' oollabDDators an reviewer, mo t o:f them are,

of themselve8 m thematioians 01' 80me dlseinotion. Arter the
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Nazis came into power in G r.ma~, Neugebauer was perhaps the
laadin l.1storian in mathematics, moved to Copenhagen and
continued to edit the Zentralblat. The pringer Publishing
House in erlin w ubjected to pr ssure by the Nazis.
Spring r ropped the d1stingu1ahed Italian mathematician,
L vi-Civita, from the li t of a sociate ditors without
consultina Neug bauer, and replied to Neugebauer's question
about it that it wa the coh equenc ot anti-semetic de rees
in Italy. Springer added that Neugebauer must give him
before the fir t of D cember a formal engagement that no
article by a G rman author would b revi6wed by an ~igr'.

Neugebauer resigned as of December 1, and was followed by a
number of the as ociate editors. A large number of the
collaborators has r sign d. Springer has replaced Neugebauer
by an obscure mathematician nam d ULrich.

Veblen resign d from the 50ard, brought ehe situation
to the attention or • ppel of Carnegie, Mr. W.aver of the
Rockefeller Foundation. Both were interested in Neugebauer
as we 1 as in the probl m of t e Zentralblat. Neugebauer
has been appointed to a Chair in the History of Mathematics
at Brown University where it is nop th t he will be able to

.,.

. '-'"
'1....... ,.~•.

-'·~.n,,, ..:,,
... ~/.. '"I

. "':" ~~

,?,:;rH.
";:,:~'J;.
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continue 8 r08earche8 in t i8 field un er t vorable
auspioes. Carnegie Corporation 8 authoriz d its pres~ ent,
"to co it the corporation to g::'ant of not more than
&66,000 to permit the esta 118hment in Lis country of an
internaL onal journal of m th t ct on the e entation ot
a satisfactory plan of operation.' Veblen says t t ~6,OOO
11 to be us ed in establi hi eugebauer at Brown, end the
rema1~4 6O,OCO for the new Journal.. Neugebau r will
oollaborate in s tti up the new journal, but will not
neces arily be its permanent editor.

Veblen told e pell that the grant for the new journal
should be available on a diminishi scale during the first
ten year of the journal's existaaoe. Keppell deplied that
the corporation did not want to presoribe the manner in
which the money should be used, but Van evar Bush, President
of Carnegie I titut40n, i8 InteL"e ted in the pro Jeo1o and
oom tent to un er tand the det ill.

'I'he merican M the tio al
oonsisti of profesaors C. 1.

ooiety appointe a co~ ittee
dams, halrman, G. ~ C. blrkhott,
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A. V. Cobl , r. C. Fry, M. Morse,
th obSm ill d taU, .-.no. if they
th nec B w.ry t P toward foundi

n G. T. Wbyburn tostudy
found it des1r ble to t te

a n w journal.

£urth r deuQil 'n th 1 tt r on the timhted cost of
publication of the journal, w'lio Veblen timates will be
between4l5,ooo and $2Q.000 a year. For this. there will
be avai aole 60,000 from e Carnegie Corporation which can
legitimately be used up over a period of y ar. He thinka
it w ld be good to get an equal subvention from th
Bockefell r oundation. Al 0, ther~oul b incom fro
subsoriptions, an some form of ubvention from the Amerioan
Mathematioal ociety ($1,000 a year has been proposed, but
Vebl n thinks $2,000 a y ar is ore like it), a subvention
from the Mathematic 1 Association of erica (an organization
on th oollegiat rather than the llniveraity level), and
subventions from other mathematioal an scientific aooisti s
in various parts of the world, an from fi noial and
philanthropio faun ations.

V File, Fl xner, Abrah8l1
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12/30

nbation

R lations .O.A.I.

hI1 yen $2500 out of etipel"d tund of Sehool of l'C.athemaUca for Int.emation8l
th tic Co:" SlI 1n U.S..... 1n 1940. Co not held a/e r. 1/?:l/40 Aydelotte

allOl its $2500 to nBa1n 1n trust 11th nem Matheroatieal Society.

ric . ~:at.'"' tical oo1et;y

...,.. ....
.,",. ,.~

~""'d."""
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1<;40-1951

ISCHOOL OF MA~EMATICr

SIEGEL. CARL

Aeade le Or anlzatlon

B!ographleal

Came a. e ber to Inatltute by Invitation Aydelotte
oab1e Maroh 13, 1940 £or seoond time (£lrst 1935 finanoed by
Roeketeller Foundatlon--leotured 1935). Lett orway April 7. 1940
by ahip. Took out tlrst papera Decemb r 19401 (Reslgned hl.
protesaorahlp at Gotting n in opposition to Nasia 1940).
lane6e did not aooo p ny. A7delotte oabled her Ootober 23. 1940

otferl her t1200 ot legel'a 3000 .tipend. Annual r n wa1a-­
he had nowhere elae to go--at t3000 ap'par nt1y always r imbureed
by Rooketeller Foundati~n <at least 1~3 ).

In ebrua~, 1945 eyl inquired of ath'a outside aa to
qua11fio tiona ot Slegel. On Febru&r7 27, 1945 (See ehrono.)
prepared report (aee tile tor g m) and elpeoially for Gourant'.
appraisal of his importanoe to erican youth.

Whl1 tb t was pend , b was oftered atipend, ~,OOO.
,n~....x tor year 1945-46 whioh he aooepte oonditionally}
be wanta a prof. sorshlp in Germany it he oould get baok.

• (3/24/45 s. to A.) 6/11145 A. to S. offered professorship at
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810 0 0 with joint oontribution TIM of tl62.5 eaoh for 0 endon
of ,000 at 6.5. Sieg 1 didn't aooept this; felt hls major
responsibility to rebuild prinoipal aoade io life in Ge anr
(6/19/45). Deferred de01 Ion until September 27, 1945 when he
aooept d 1t.

Janu ry 11, 1946 oable fro anois Miller that British
hadn't been able to locate Helen Braun. Then ~leg 1 bee
worrie about his other' healt, an Ay elotte oorres on e
with all Rhode soholars he oould to gain infor tion for
iegel. June 28, 1946 ie 1 to ydelotte. Ha inten e to
arry H 1 n Bro n In 1940 but she wasn't allowed to 0 me to

America by th German Gov rnm nt. Now that war i8 on erioan
Government 8e ms to have inherited 80 e of the Nazi et.od8-­
won't allow her in. 0 he i8 oing to Ge anr imm iately.
Ba8 been a8ked to return to hi8 ohair at Gottlngen. Has agreed
to go for a year to flnd out attitu e of tudents. A8k8 1eav.
of absence without salary and h lp to go.

Weyl and V bl n eon8ulte. Both ur ed Aycelot"e to let
lege1 gO--help him o--and strive to ge Brown to U. • sald
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Veblen, "The affair i8 at re t importanoe to the Institute as
a whole, tor if w 108e iegel an Pauli (the latter may be
intlu oed by hat h ppens to th forme~) our taoulty will
be exactly what Flexner lett behind minus a nu ber ot
retire ents." (July S, 19S6. V blen to Aydelotte). Slegel had
been naturallzed. 1 I ow..... I

Aydelotte took up wlth 'xeoutlve Co tt e whloh authorlzed
tull aala tor 90 d 1S tram time legel wouldleave U. s.
Thereatter, legel speak8 at "wall of ~ otf10ial antl-Germaniam"
in the U. S. and aays his only hope or 80el Miss rown Is
"In makl esoape fro t S oountry as aoon aa posslble."
(Septe r 2, 1946, Siegel to A1 elotte). By eptem er 20, 1946,
Aydelotte urg s Veblen to return to Princeton as soon as
poaslble beoause ~le el'a mental oondltion la serlous.
Halluol tiona ot imprisonment. . legel was in Denmark In e 11
Ootober, 1946 allowed to go to Oermany--05ttl en In Noveaber.

riegel leotur d at Gottl en and "start d a book" with
Brown. Wanted to or turn to Princeton. Bra n's departure
blooked. ~ey went to Danmark where both beoame 111 st~ppl ~L \
With Harold Bohr.
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!egel and
bou(tht 178 ;wi

7,500 which it

Brown came to Princeton September, 1947
stre t for ~11,500 and asked Institute
id.

and
to lend

February 11, 1949 Siegel went to urope. ent May 31, 1949.
'\ 0/ On Dece ber 19, 191r5 Oppe er rote he would et t6,000

aini pen 10n. In May. 1950 he alrain went abroad.
(Helen Brown was member~ only 1947 8).

In 1951 (3/21) .1egel to Oppenheimer. He real ned nd
ot te • Grateful to In tltute for anctuary. F It he made a
erloue mistake aoceptin pI~fes80r hip lnstitu e. but his

visit to Germ ny dieappointed him "by the attitu e of the person
who I had oonsi ered as my near st frlend, and this e p

hock brou ht me baok to Prinoeton."

Doubts he wlll fin· peaoe in Germany but delivering
regular ooursea might be kcttp helpful in fin i some senae in
oontinuation or lite, in spite of ita exterior diffioulties, and
it ight even happen that a gifted you student beoo es interest d
in on of probl ma •••
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To be 11ncere, I should m ent10n anotuer reason or
d1sillusion, though thi may appear i polite. ore than half
my whole soientiflc wor ha been publi hed in thil country,
durin~ the last 16 years. uite apart from my own elti atlon
I ca ot think that this work 1 entllely worthles sinoe n
like An r6 ~eil an He e1l ad ed some thoughts of their
own to or another of m problems. This oontrast with the
.tkttwTf attitude of the youn~er Amerioan eneration ot

athematloian from whom I never obtain d durin all these
years a s1n le sip.n of deeper oonoern with own work."
'urther ,1e el alluded to a "misohievous review" of ~ recent

book of his in A. • S. Bulletin.

Lett May 17, 19~1.

D, Slegel
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1940

CHOOL OF T' TICS

4/22

Aoademio Or anization

BOHR,

H ill

ILS Biographical

A oable received by Aydelott. "Professor Bohr and is brother
are deeply consoious of the mor~l support erloa 8 evidence in these
diffioult room nts but state their gene 1 attitude mu t remain as
outline in the legation's previou telegram until th Danish sltuation
clar1fie somewhat."

Below th1s type wlre in yoelotto' wrlting 18, " afe--do not
n e money--remaini In Copenhagen for present."

The year 1 not t ted In t 1 telegram, and the date of its
reoelpt Is wrltten by Aydelotte, pr SUM bly twas 1940.

'S I 'ILl... C"t'-~

'JA ~.o I"I~"
I

A Fl1e, IA (Transfer)
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CHOOL OF MATHEMA'rIC

5/5
5/8

Aoademic Orga zation

,
VEBLEN, O.

AYDELOT •

Biographical

Veblen to Aydelotte, May 5, l~O.

He alludes to an III'ticl in the N w Yotk Tim I about the
"uranium affair. n When Veb:l8n was Wasni on he learned that although
tnis was a military secret the que ti n is e investigated by a
committee under direct orders of the President. "I s should make it
sure that the experimental physicists will g t the financial .upport that
they nee. But why should we not use it as an argument in favor of the
project in theoretical physios whioh we discussed with • Weaver? We
can presumably do nothing fbrther about Ni ls Bohr for the present--
unl s you should write him a letter oonfirmi the offer if he decides
to come after some weeks or months--but I am sure Pauli of Zl1rioh would
00 at onoe if he were given the chance.

"Do you sup Dose that Mr. Bamberger would respond to the argument
that a group of Class I theoretical physioists in the In t1tute m1 ht
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know
mov1

cooperate in an invaluB le way with the experimenters in unlver ity
laboratorles and government provi grounds?

"I venture to intruae thls question amo the any other. th t I
you have on h d beca e relevant events both here and abroad are

rapidly."

Aydelotte to V blen, ay 8, 1940.

H has observes the artlcletnd bad • "very useful oonversatlon With
Bush or t Carnegle Institute" on the same subject whioh he will report
to Veblen. "I do notthlnk we ought to ask Mr. Eamb rger for any more

oney, but I have thought or one or two '!lore p08ll1bl1ltle ."

A Flle, Instltute for Advanced Study Transrer

~ ~.;.;.­

,IJ.: .... :,.«:I
• L"
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1940 5/10

o

00 0 M T

ELER

ICS AOade 10

Foun atio

anization

PAULI

BO

DIRAC

Biographioal

Ayd lotte to Bamberg r, May 1 , 1940.

Th Rook t 11 r Foundati has otter d to finance a
visiting pr fessor hi for P 11 of Zarioh. It h s alr a y
finanoed a visiti prof s orshlp for 1 1 Bohr, Who
feel he ought to at wh r he i tor th t e bei , but

hen the t1me oomes when he 0 no long r dow r]s: in
Copenhagen hill b glad to aoo pt the nstlt, t IS
invl tatlon.

Ayd lotte 1 looking tor on y for
Dirao ot Oambridge m.versity. ith the.

d von Neu ann the I titute will hav th

prof orship
t .e, plus
greatest

tor
i tein
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conoentration of 1lIl1tb. . tic physioi t in li rId, n
would 1lIIlke the In titute he oent r for t t ubjeot Just
at t nt h n it ID.q 0 noeivably have great r import oe
than ever before, owi to" cent developm nts in th uranium
proble .n

D, Bax:lberg r, I. uie, 1937-19/

.'
,

",
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IllXH ,00 ro D.

c Craanizatio

Di.ograPdCl:.2

5/13

ot. irkhot! c t1n& on the lItud;y of thematic 10 th O.S. aa1d:
on .,.181t to Institute I

"You bave it in ;your power h 1'8 to 11..ft the whole ltn'el ot _th_tical etudie.
in the United state., and it the tunda which ;you are apend1llg on the subject ot
_th_tic. are thus enabled to aake th1a ;6,000,000 npend1ture 1'8 ettect1n, ;your
cx.parat1vel;y -od..t expenditure vUl ;yield a richereturn to the entire .Aaerican
educationaJ. s,yat_."

1:
Tr. n. - 5/1J/~O - !JPen1dx~- pp. J

-,-' :-"
.): ~...,!
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.7/18

c

lat

10 ur;r..n~.Qt on

A1U,t'u,rr,[1. P.

EIEE1!a~''l'• •

10....~·u.1 ......

,4 10 e to 18 r • '1 17. •

o eo •
re. dati n .t t t t t
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1 1-1945

L ca 10 l' C

A'c t IC (pp. 11-1) • 1z tl

) ( . - ) 0" nt elaUo

C • e •• .. 11 te •

nett o. 11, pp. 11-13
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I TITUT (BUL TIN #10)

h OLO T TICS

11/25

40a e io OrganiSl st ion

Publi0 at iona

STEIN, FRED, M. Biographical

Stein to Aydelotte Nov ber 25, 1941.

ound Bulletin o. 10 Institute "all except the th tics
portion whioh m1 t .. well ye b n wri tten in Sanskrit. I
didn't know What m t or t wor 8 Illeant."

D, "81" - "821"
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CETJ U rl

1941

FUl:xmiR, A.

........,.TICS

ITY

3/5
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GENIIUL

OENERAL

Report of the Direotor, Appendix to Minute. 5/19/41

see SmooL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES - Acadllm10 Organisation

5/19

Ac demic Orpn1llation

Relation. W.O.A.I.

Foundation.

Aoadelll1c Prooedurn
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Aoaaemlc Orga zatlon

BioJ;;ra hjcal

A ELOTT , •

CO.l'TON, KARL

Aydelott to Veblen, July 28, 1941. "I had talk With Karl
Compton orne time bao an he told IIl8 of a plan f or an In. tituto of
mathematic at r n eton 1c 'I" had wo ked out some t 1me befo e ther'e
was any 1 ell. of an In t1tute for Advance Study. It g there from wh t
Compton aal ttl t the Institute in its preaent form i8 pr ctically
a realization of th t plan. Have you any me orandum about it w ich you
co a end m or which is Blake could find in PrincetonY I shall be
in .rine ton atur a orni an if you caul aend a telegram to
Miss lake b fore then, perhap she co 1 nd it to e."

Aydelotte
has on t he hi to
addres 8S Veblen

says he w ul 11k v ry muoh to u e anytnlng Veblen
of the l'ea of th soho)l of m thematios. He

at Brook11n, Main •

D Fi1 , Oswald Veblen

",
" '

. ,
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Ve len to Arde10tte on present and £uture relation to
Princeton. (p. 4)

Vertical File M, Mate ial tor Ayd.1o~t. Report to Tru tees
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Le~ter Von Neumann ~o Aydelotte w1th manulcript.

Piled 1n hronological File un er 1941, 10/6.

F. A., 1/8/57
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Report of D1rector on School. See appra1aal p. 2

Tr. Mn. - lOt4/41 - Appendix - pp. 1.-7

Ac:ad c Organi.zau.on

10/1.4
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Report of the Director, Appendix to Minutes 10/14/41

See SCHOOL OF ~ATlJEMA'£ICb - Academic Organization

10/14

Academic Organization

ReI. tions W.O.

Academic Personnel

. .
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PHI C TO UNIVERSITY
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Aoadem1o Organ1zation

ReI tiona W AI

School of athe atics acuIty
/Conf1rmed Army's use of Institute use Fine Hall.
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IN, A.

RGMA , VALEUTIN

Bargmann aoe pt
Resigna a nst in's
to b tre ted a a te

4/12

Aoa mio Or anization

Biogr phical

a full-time position in frinoeton University.
assistant April 15. H will oontinue
pora member of the In titut •

Minut s of the Sohool of Mathematios, ~/12/43, (Direotor's Office)
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D1 otor ports ao 11. nts of Sohool

'l.'r. , • Sptlo. ~tg. 6/8/4) - Dir. Report appended _ pp. 1-2
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GENERAL

tJ:ORSE, MARSTO T

WEAVE'l, WARRE

~PPLIED MATH~~TICS

Government Rel~tions

BioJ:;raphical

Acaaemic Activi ies

12/21

From Warren Weaver, Chie~, A plied Mathematics Panel of the
ational Defense Research Com~ittee of the Office of Scientific

Research and Development, to Aydelotte, December 21, 1943.

An invitation to Morse to join the Applied Mathematics
Panel of National Defense Research Committee.

Aydelotte to Weaver, December 22, 1943.

Aydelotte concedes Morse would be useful, but his own
researches are developing in a very interesting way; he is at
the same time ~ivin~ four days a week to the Ordnance Department.
Aydelotte su ~ests he might cut down on his work for the
Ordnance Department.
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Aydelotte to Weaver, January 26, 1944.

A suv. estion that one day a month devoted the Aoplied
Y.athematics Panel mi~ht be satisfactory.

Apparently that was the arrangement finally effected,
and acknowledged by a letter from Weaver to Aydelotte
February 5, 1944.

D File, Morse, Marston, 1933-1945
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o L F TH rcs
p~n~~,ons (~[ITI)

Acade lin Organization

cade io er onnel

PAR ~c~ TION IN ADMI ST TION

• F. Bio raphicAYDELOT

o ENHE:rmm, •

rof or eLzfeld at' nee no raculty meetl D after his
retirement July 1, 1944; ha at en e r gularly befo •

Low. n the other han • at e e after his retir ent
regularly until the me tinf of etober 8. 1947, t e s cond waioh

ppenhelmer as Dlrector- 1 ot at ende. h reafter never did.

Insteln an VebI n. emeritus 1944 and 1945 esp otively.
Contlnu d to attend r gul 11 until fall of 19$0 w n Vellen!JIl-t
wlnd1'all oe se at-t :1lla year. Thereafter 1l81ther attended s
exoept V bIen onoe by invitation (J/ll/52) to present his k.J' ~
oase a ainst per nent .member as Intermediate appointment to '
profes orship.. ~I..J.,. ih/.,' I\~ "\"h'" ?r~l ,....,.

l" .~. ..,.
'.. '

• ..>:~J"
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Aydelotte was vidently still dominated by School of
Mathematic.. Pauli and ~ie el both attended faculty me tl •
begln December 13. 1~5 ~ter both had been otter d
protes orshlps. (But Pauli had never acc pte permanent
professors lp; Pierel had in tall ot 1945) Pauli continu to
attend until he returned to Zurich with Oppenhe er's
com! • Policy continu d to b. uneven. Lowe ceased co ing.
But Elnstein and Veblen attended gularly though professor
emeriti unt11 stewart ret1re. P rhaps Que tion of continuing
atten ance of tewart 0 e up. en Biegel. Veblen and
Einstein all oeased attendi "

R. O. was 1n!'ormal on oth r s1 ; ontgo eroy. ais and
Selb rg attended eti s by invi ation trom ov b l' 14. 1950
on. tho gh they b oame prof SOl' xx only July 1. 1951.

Faculty minutes first listed toe
February 9. 1942; pr viou ly m ntlon d

ote: Bu11etina li,ted prof ssors
for oade ic y ar folloWi bIrth aYe
Faculty inute••

pre t at
only number.

r1ti as t

ting

y re c 65--
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Aca e 1c I' nizatlon

Acad 1c orao 01

1t or or 1 otall f rom the p rlod 19h4 to 1956,
th proportIon of N. • C. r llows comi to the Institut has

p nt1y Im1n1shed in I' latlon to t e granted by t
• R. C.--probabl not in lation to t to 1 numbor of

t-to m mbor a itte to t chool 0 the tic.
The torial comes t b otaHo an well liste and accounted
fro 1947 on, but woul b LlSef in figuri ut natlU'6 of the
lIIombe ship from 19~ on.

D, Math tics. Bu get
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Aoaa ic Organization

Biogr'ap Ie al

It was voted to~.. r w stipend or 03 1, Pauli.
and ie.l at &4, 00, ,00 nd $3,0 0 r speotively.

finut I Sohool or Mathematics, 1/31/44
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Biographical

3/31

"Thank 7'0 ....r eo ch ter all the paina )'OIl took in correot the lieh ot 'lIT
llttJ.. article 0 HUbert. I ha.... adopted 7C1Ur .etion. in lIOet plaoee h not in
"'.r;r in.tanc.. 0 C<IIU'ee )'OIl hav. a web better ear tor the cad ce or an E'Ilglleh
een ee. But aqbe rq artistic t 18 8l1chtl7 cU.Uerant traa)'ClUn. and that
demande ite hte in ep1ta or rq l1z1cuUtie handicape: •••

"W'1th reepact to the t'uture ot the lnetitute I lIlI not too peee1Jd.etic. Once the
nee e&r7.-ne tor ealariee and etipende are aT&1.lebl. and the aat tieian.
hav. returned traa ..me. and w.r joba. I do not e..~ our School ot Hat tiee ebould
not continue to proeper ae a center ot _th_tical ree.arch ae v1c~. or eJJIIoet ..
vlcorClU817... cIuriJlc the tiret happ,r ;ru.re.-I add 'eJJIIoet' becaua..... are all ten TNre
old.r IlQIfI But JI'ClUI'lC.r lien vU1 C(1118 to the tore to c.&rr7 on the tra41tion. Th1e queetion
ot ncc.eeorehip vU1 beccae acute tor theoNtical pb;yeicll with the u.dnent ret1~t ot
ProIeeeor Ein.tein. In lIT opinion the one t.h1ng 1ItI1ch could .eri~ injure the
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INUt.ut.e (pJ'O'l1ded t.he !inane.. are in ioad order) ia a pol1cr,r whioh would no longer
place b1ih acholarahip ot ita ataft and _.ben abcwe all ot.her conaiderat.1ol18.

"W1th best ireet.1nga.

Sin TOUl'a.

1"

v/rUeAF
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APPENDIX

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR

October 14, 1941

The School of 1~thematics is our oldest department. It
began in 1932, '~lile the Schools of Economics and Humanistic Studies
were not organized until 1935. Dr. Flexner has explained to the
Board his reasons for beginning 'lith this subject and I need not
repeat those arguments but wish only to say that they seem to me
entirely sound. Since it has been longest in operation, the School
of Mathematics illustrates most convincingly the possibilities of the
Institute. In the nearly ton years of its \'Ork the Institute has
admitted more than two hundred and fifty members in this subject and
their testimony as to the value to them of their experience, some of
which I have myself gathered at first hand, is most satisfactory
evidence of the soundness of the plan on ,vhieh the Institute is based.

The subject is of first-rate importance both in scholar­
ship and in education. Its primary value is as an intellectual
discipline and an element in a liberal education. It is, in addition,
an in ispensable tool for research in all the natural sciences and in
the social sciences as well. 1mthematics forms an important part of
the curriculum of all college and secondary schools. It has been
estimated by Professor Birkhoff that American educational institutions
spend ~6,OOO,OOO per year in the teaching of mathematics alone. As he
pointed out to me, anything which we can do to improve teaching and
scholarship in so important a subject will more than justify the modest
budget of our School.

Dr. Flexner has in previous reports frequently indicated
the extent to which ho depend~d upon Professor Veblen's advice in the
organization of the School and the selection of professors. I
learned accidentally from President Karl Compton of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology that the idea of n research institute of
mp.theMatics on a more modest scale had been in Professor Veblen's
lnind bofore the Institute for Advanced Study was thought of. The
foundation of the Institute and his own appointment to the staff
gave Veblen the opportunity to collaborate in carrying out his original
idea upon a more generous Ilnd adequate scale. The strength of the
mathematics faculty of Princeton University offered an additional
reason for beginning vdth this subject in this place. It offered
grounds for hope that the t,'O institutions working together might build
a mathen~tical center of world-wide ~portance.

•

hope has
staff at
plus the

I think ,~ may say 'nthout fear of contradiction that this
been realized and that we have in Princeton, including the
Princeton University and the Institute for Advanced Study,
continual succession of temporary members of the type of
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Fubini, ~del, Siegel, and Pauli, the strongest and most widely
interested group of mathematicians existing anywhere at this moment.
The only other mathematical center of comparable strength in the
United States is Cambridge, Massachusetts, taking Harvard and the
IJassachusetts Institute of Technology together. The other important
centers for mathematical studies in the United St~tos aro Chicago,
Johns Hopkins, Michigan, and Columbia, no one of which, however, is
equal in strength and variety to the groups in C~ridge and Prince­
ton. It is in the public interest and it is best for us that these
centers and others like them be built up and strengthened as much as
possible, prrticularly in view of the effect of the present war in
destroying work of many of the best European centers for nrthemntical
study.

The great European schools of mathematics of this genera­
tion "lOre in C=bridge, ~ttingen, Rome, Pl'ris, UOSCOVI, nnd -"nrsaw.
Of these G6ttingen, Rome, Paris, and W"rsaw have been completely
broken up, 'mile the energies of scholars in Cambridge and Moscow
have been absorbed by the lmr and may be crippled by poverty and
confusion for years after the war is ended. During the last decade
there has been a most promising develo~nent of mathematical studies
in Japan, but it is too early as yet to judge either its quality or
its permanence.

I hnve sought opinions as to the importl'nee of our group
at Princeton in eompl'rison vdth these justly f~ous European centers
as they were in their prime. Scholars agree that Princeton compares
favorably ldth any of theD at their best in pure mathemeties but that
other centers were probably better integrated in the direction of
applications of ~thenaties to physics and to other subjects. If and
when means are available it will be for the Trustees and Faculty to
decide whether a broadening of our mathematics school in this respect
is possible or desirable. Scholars are discovering every day new
applications of mathematics to other fields of knowledge, and the
value of these applications is great not merely to the subject con­
sidered but also because of the stimulus ,mich they offer to the
developnent of now branches of mathematical science.

I have from my 01°m experience interesting confirmation
of the prestige of the mathematical group at Princeton. For a yuar
or two nearly all the best applicants for Guggenheim Fellowships for
research in rrk,thcmaties have been individuals who either have studied
in Princeton or ",vho ,dshed to obtain Fellowships in order to do so.
Some of tho best AMerican and Canadian Rhodes Scholpr mathematicians
have also found moans to come to the Institute to continue their
studies.

It is not easy for those of us lmose interests lie in other
fields than science to understand in detail the work of our School of
Iklthem"tics. Ap" t from being a highly technical and finely differen-
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tiated science, mathematics is also a language, differing radically
in grammc"lr and syntax from any C1 ther language us ed by man. Mathe­
matical language is valuable and, indeed, indispensable precisely
because it cannot be translated into any other language, For this
reason it is possible only to indicate in this report the nature of
the v~rk which is being done in Princeton and describe its general
tendencies and the spirit and atmosphere in vrl1ich it is undertaken.
Nevertheless, in order to make the record complete I thought it
necessary to request from the mathematics faculty sUJ1lJTlary st~tements

of the \'Iork in which each man is at present interested. I reproduce
those stntements in the language in which they were given to me, for
the infonnation of members of the Board who may be able to understand
them. If further explanations are called for I regret to sny that I
must myself decline to be ross-exrumined and must refer the inquiries
to Professor Veblen.

During the last few years Alexnnder has been working on a
presentation of topology from an e-lgebraic--combinatorial point of viev/, ..
The entire development of topolor,y in the last decade seems tv indicat
that an irnportnnt task of generalization and unification can and must
be performed in this direction. TIork is progressing and it is hoped
that eventlli~lly a combinatory analogue rdll be developed to tensor
theory which Hill be applicable to an arbitrp.ry topological space.
Certain recent developments in connectivity theory seem to indicato
that.the desired theory is just around the corner.

Einstein has for the last fifteen years \'Iorked on a uni­
fication of the theories of relatiVity and gravitation. This is to
be achieved in the form of a general field theory as much as possible
in the spirit of the existing general theory of relativity. It is
hoped thereby to reach a new understanding of various phenomena which
t11us far have been described only on an entirely different basis.
Outstanding aJOOng theSE> is the problem of quanta and those of the
electric nature of elementary particles. l~y geometrical and field­
theoretical avenues had to be explored and while the work is not com­
pleted the results obtained so far indicate interesting possibilities.
In recent yoars the collaboration of his assistants, Drs. B~rgmann and
Bargmann, has proved vduable.

Morse has devoted the major part of the last ten years to
the development of a "variational theory in the large." This theory
originated for the most part vuth him, although Quilt on the ancient
subject of the calculus of variations. The principal difficulties and
major objectivos for the theory of simple int~grals were developed at
HOrYl'rd prior to his coming to Princeton and mre published in his
Colloquium Lectures before the Ar.Ierican l.:athematical Society. After
cominG to Princeton the theory was put on a somel'lhat more abstroct
basis preparatory to attem?ting the very difficult extension to
multiple integr~ls. In tho lp.st few years this extension has been

:" u . '"

•
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achieved. The results obtained have recently been confirmed in
part by others working independently or in collaboration with
l~rse. The general understanding of the scope of the theory was
greatly enhanced by the publication of a book on the subject by
tvro German authors shortly before the war. This book consists of
expositions of the simpler parts of ~brsets papers on the subject
prior to 1937. Papers in press include three written jointly by
l~rse and Charles Tompkins of Princeton University.

Morse has also collaborated with Professor Hedlund of
the University of Virginia in giving /I proof of new conditions for
topological transitivity and has been engaged in writing a joint
paper with Professor George Ewing, who was a member of the Institute
during the year 1940-1941.

During the last few years von Neumann ts interest in
Mathematics proper has been mainly in the theory of functional
operators and the theory of integration in groups. The former sub­
ject is closely connected with quantum mechanics, 1. e., the form nf
atnmic physics dev~loped since 1926; it also has bearing on varinus
disciplines in pure mathematics, in particular on group theory, algebra,
and the theory of higher spaces. He has also worked on the logical
and philosophical implications of the indeterministic point of view
necessitated by lIl0dern quantum physics. Partly in collaborati"n with
Garrett Birkhoff "f Harvard, a system of logic based purely on pro­
bability and mndifying sl"'me of the traditinnal postulates "f lC'gic has
been developed. It is hoped that this system 'rill be found to do
fuller justice to the empirical situation which the new et0mic theory
has discL'sed. In the cC'urse C'f the h,st year he has also taken up
again c.nd cc ntinued earlier wC'rk nn varipus questi'lns in mathematical
econoMics, in particular in ccnnection v~th the rnRthe~"ticel theory
of productkn and nf the "oligopoly" which is clnsely cr-nnected lrith
the theory of games. Von Neumann and Horgenstern are at present
engaged upon a book on mathematical economics, which promises to be
stimulating to scholars in both subjects. I have had the privilege
of reading some of the non-mathematical parts of this book and have
been deeply impressed by the new fields of speculation which are
opened up by it.

In ,his scientific work von Neumann has been closely colla­
borating ,vith Professors Francis J. ~furray of Columbia and Garrett
Birkhoff of Herve.rd, and /It Princeton with Drs. Ambrose and Halmos
and Professor Kakutnni of Osaka. He hM been joined in his defense
research work by Professor ,Iilliam \'I. Flexner of Cornell, who spent
the past sur.uner in Princeton.

Veblen has been working for several years on /I book which
will probebly be called Spinors in Projective Geometry, in which an
attempt will be made to do justice to the various branches of algebra

, .
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and geometry as well as theoretical physics, which combine to form
this particul.?r body of doctrine. He is collaborating with Dr. Givens
and Professor Taub, \100 \lere his assistnnts at the time the work
started. Professor Taub returned to the Institute for this year from
the University (If Washington at Seattle, where he has a permanent
position, in order to make this collaboration more effective by per­
sonal contact. For the same purpose, both Taub and Givens (the latter
until no.1 at Cornell University but going to Northwestern) hf've worked
with Veblen all summer. As a result, the book is now definitely
organized and there is good reason to expect that it will appear in
the near future. Several other men, including van Stockum (now in the
Canadian Air Force) nnd deWet (noYl at Gape Tovm) have worked with
Veblen's group on this subject, and particularly on its applications
to theoreticnl physics. In accordance with the general policy of the
Institute, all of these men are mature scientists rather than beginners.
They c&.\e fron widely sep'lrated pnrts of the "Orld. Presumably this
bringing together of such men to work on a common program for n while
and then to depart to their several stations with renewed enthusiasm
is about I\S much as the Institute can profitably attempt to do in
mathematics.

Although Weyl cannot and should not be put down as an
algebraist only, his major interest in the last years has been in
that field, and he has nk'lde it ~ particular subject of his endeavor
to see that the t~ important disciplines of algebra and group theory
are adequately represented in the School of l~thematics. He ~'ls also
attempted to break the ground for number theory, a branch of mathe­
matics which does not seem to have met so for with as much interest
in this country as it deserves. A book on The Classical Groups,
Their Invariants and Representations, the first in the "Princeton
Uathematical Series," for which he enjoyed the close cooperation of
such gifted assistants as Richard Brauer and Alfred H. Clifford, and
the openingvolume of the "Annals of lJnthematics Studies," on Algebre.ic
Theory of Numbers, are fruits of his endeavors in this direction.
During the present yenr the theory of reduction undor prithmetical
equivalence has received much attention because Siegel hilS just
arrived at a wealth of ne>f profound results concerning these problems.
Gordon Pnll, 'me crume to the Institute as a Canadian Gug enheim
Fellow, is writing a book on the subject, and some of \'Jeyl1s own
latest research hos been in this field.

'Ieyl considers an import'lflt part of his mathematical
activities to be a seminar on current literature, which this year he
continued jointly .dth Professor Chevalley of Princeton University.
The idea is to have the members of the seminar report on recent
papers of outstandinr, interest and thus to counteract the dangerous
tendency toward too n"rrow specialization by covering in the same
seminar all fields of mathemptics. Next tern Weyl hopes to be able
to do something in the direction of applied nothern."tics, pl'rticulo.rly
in hydro- and aero-dynamics.
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The building up of our new mathematical library has
required much of Weyl's attention during the last year. He
believes we can be justly proud of what has so far been accom­
plished under difficult circumstances. Much of the credit should
go to lfuyl's assistant, Alfred Brauer, who is an expert librarian
in the field of mathematics and has given as lIIUch of his time and
energy to this job as he could give without unduly neglecting his
own research work.

Aside from their real work vdth the foundations of mathe­
matics and mathematical physics, with the discovery and development
of these principles which give to mathematics deeper harmony as an
art and greater power as a science, the members of our School of
llathematics have been active in publications and in national defense.
The Institute peys a subsidy each year to support the "Annals of
MatheJllDtics," of which Professor von NeUlMnn is one of the editors.
Professor rfeyl is a member of the editorial board of "Tho American
Journal of Hathbmntics." Professor Veblen was the leader of a group
of scholars who hr>ve recently launched the new journal "I.\athematics
Reviews," which is already faIt to supply a necd not heretofore filled
in giving prompt publication in condensed form to new discoveries.
Under the title of the "Princeton Mathematical Series, " the Institute
joins with Princeton University in the publication of mathematical
books of the hir,hest order. Professor M:lrse is nn editor. J-brse
has also aidod in the launching of tho newest ~~thematics venture,
"Mnthematical Surveys," supplementing other publications with short
expository treatises. All the members of our School of l~athp.m"tics

are on the editorial boards of various international mathemrtical
jnurnnls.

Professor von Neumann is chief consultant on ballistics
of the War Preparedness Committee of the American Mathematical
Society and the Mathematical Association of America, member of the
Scientific Advisory Board of the Ballistic Research Laboratory at
Aberdeen Proving Ground, and member of one of the sections of the
National Defense Research Committee, now part of the Office of
Scientific Research and Development. Morse, as President of the
American !1athematics Society, has led in the mobilization of American
mathematicians for various kinds of expert scientific work for the
Army, the Navy, and the defense industries.

The greatest need of the Institute in its relations to
mathematics is an increase of funds for stipends to workers. The
total amount available each year for this purpose is now considerably
less than the amount available during the first years of the Institute.
For the last half dozen years we have had at the Institute each year
between fifty and sixty candidates for stipends in the School of
1\athematics, ,~ile the number of stipends which it has been possible
to grant has gradually decreased from something over twenty in 1935
and 1936 to about ten at the present time,
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Of all the sciencep lmthematics is nearest to the arts.
I have frequently been assured by mathematicians that the pleasure
they et from a fine demonstration is oortly aesthetic and that the
elaboration of a new chain of mathematical reasoning seems to those
who create it to be partly artistic achievement, something like the
writing of a poem. It is noteworthy that as between two proofs of a
theorem mathematicians vd 11 prefer the one which, as they say, is
more "eleeant," a term which has primarily an aesthetic r:J.ther than a
logical significance.

It is a striking fact that creative mathematicians think
of their subj~ct as an art as well as a science. Perhaps the best
analogy is with architecture, which in its hiphest forms combin s use
and beauty. Both art and science on the highest level arc; projects
of the creative imagination, and the likenesses between them becom~

more significant than the difforences. The curious connection between
mathematical and musical ability has been observed since Greek times;
it is found more frequently among higher orders of ability than
runong l"wer.

Science and art are tyro metl~ds of approhending reality
\fhich owe their distinctness to the limitntions of the humpn mind,
,vhich is unnblc to grasp the 'lhole sienificance of an object or event
nnd at the snme time sec clenrly all the details. Those minds 'lhich
cnll transcend ordin.1.ry limitations CP.n to n greater extent combine
the tvlO points of view. M~ny useful but humdrum scientific workers
never rise to the creation of P signifi ant scientific hypothesis,
which is a feat of imagination analogous to ~rtistic creation. It has
been said thnt to the mind of God science and art ~uld be one: He
apprehends the broad significance of the universe and at the same time
understands clearly all its details. It has furthermore been said
that the Creator of the univ.rse, whatever else he is, is also a
mathem.,tician. Unquestionably all scholprs in all fields have their
flashes of creative insight when they mold Whole systems of knowledge
and chains of reasoning into order and symmetry. But it seems as if
the very abstractness of his conceptions and the rigor of his thinking
give this power to tl,e mothematician in an unusual degree and claim
for his subject the position so frequently assigned to it, thrt of
being the mother of the sciences.
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) 0 fOOL OF HAT ATIO

P IN'CETOlf UN'IV R"ITY

11/28

Acade io Or nization

Relations WOAr

Mathe tioal seminar just resumed--eagerlr attended br
Department of Mathemati08 and Institut Scho?l of M the tiC8.
(P. 4 Ar elottets report November 28, 1944).

A. 5/17/56, File o. 2

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



vlsc 0 L OF MAT~~TICS

12/11

Academic Organization

SA ms Academic Personnel

, O. Biographic

FIEX , A.

EISENHART

Veblen to ydelotte, December 11, 1~44.

Veblen explains how the salaries of Alexander and von eumann
wer determin d when they wer appoint d. He t Ils Aydelotte that the
Institute was illl to take either Letach tz or Alexan er and left
the decisIon up to isenhart as to who should occupy the Fine Chair ot
Mathematio3 at the Unirerslty. Dr. lexner felt that when Lefschetz
was C osen tor th Fine Chair and received the Fine salary, Flexn
did n ot believ that Alexander should receIve ore than that; therefore,
h rec61ve the ame amount. Weyl as ati 1 hesitati about takIng
a position. Von Neumann was appointe a lit~le later, and Plexner
thought "with j tice" t t could not b e .laced in a hi her bracket
than Alexander and therefor there was ti:le same understandi about hi.
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a~po1ntment as about Alexander's.

II 0 far a I can reoall. nothi wa put into iting 1n either
caee. 'l'he assuranc s waich Dr. lexner gave to m and to both
Alexander an von eumann were 1sou8sed by us frequently at that tlmo
and were regarded by u a oompletely bind1 • R

V-6
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194,;-1946

Iro! OOL OF

PA LI

THEr~ATI s Acac ie Or anization

BlogrQpl.ica1

Appo nt ent to the fae' 1ty of tho ~cloo1 of • tbomatic
autborizod t the t 0 t~e J.ecltiv ~o ittee June 5, 1945.

Appont~d to Visitin ro essorshlp in the~e 001 of
,ethe tic. Ccto r 19, 1945.

In vi ot ofter of 12,5CO by Columbia U iversity,
In~titut offered hIm 15,000 eff c ive Jul I, 1946.

Octob rIo, 1946 th Dir ctO!,.; r:o)t~. to t h Trl.l t e
thAt Paull h (,ecide to resi fn :iI. !il1MS 'miMt' t th
I tltute and w 11 remain in Z rich.

The ruoul~;T 0 M t mat':'o Ill. tin Clv61'lber 29, 19lt6
disoussed of rin, uli a p rm n~nt mb rrhlp, but it wa
ttougllt chat tblE s rt of arl n~em nt 1 ht be ml und retood
outside ant' would not increase the ohance of Pn 11' roturning
to the Institute.

inut 8, Exeoutivo Oom ittee, ~ reh 19, 1946

,
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o , H. A.

1945

ACHOOL OF

AYDFLOT' , •

H TIC

1/8

Academic Jr anization

51 raphical

ee loe's letter to Aydelott shnr ly isagreei with
Aydelotte' position that Alexander)&n von Neuman. 8, ould be put
on sam aalary(an r tirem nt basil a8 ~in8tein and Veblen. But

t ~orae. Vebl n's letter to Aydelotte of 12/11/44.

A, 10/18/56, Mat. for Tru tee Co ttee on Institute Polic1
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ftc OJL A'I'IC

2/2

Academic Or' a ization

THEO~CAL HYSICS

OPPF.WFIFI " , R.

PAULI

Aca emio Activities

Bio raphical

Report of school ot.' a he tics ( eyl) on the. as profeslorl--
Important. Prelente at School of athematiol aoult,. eti
ebruar,. 2, 194.5. ,IS'

~ MA.., , t.. [ ~ 1\'I<I(? G-.tA-I¥)d ~ ~ "

v- 7

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



...·1.·1'·..·•...1

1 vi •

r o 1 H.'th.,,~1~1 o. I

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



194$

lOBO L OF M. THEMATIC

PAULI. WOL GANG

OPPENHEIMER. R.

SoIEGEL

2/2.

Academic Organization

iographic

Minutes of a m eti of the pro1'eBllore or the chool or
Mathematios 11' February 2. 1945.

8 ows Einstein. Morse. von reumann. Vehl n. ,.1 and
Alexander pres nt.

Eil); tein and We,.l wer app.,inte as a sub-committee to
draw up a report on os ibl oandidates for a chalr in
mathematlcal ph,. los. The n es 01' Paull. abl. e 1,
~~~~~~~~~dD~~~l ~:m~~~ ~:tB~:~~r:~~: ~;~~~~:::: II !:he

"As 1'or an appolnt ent in pure th mati•• , a committ•• of

'"'~'. ~ \');' .
~~":¢~l:·.
"* .-:.,~

"t.•
, .

" "' .. '
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Sieg
abov

and Alexander was appointed
1 who was oonsidered by the
all others considered

•

to p pare the report on
group a8 hea and shoul era

v-a School or M thematics Minutes, 1935-1950
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V eRO L OF MAT ~TlCS

APPOl

March

Academia 0 anization

Aoademio Pereonnel

A eu~ eete list of th oret1oal phyeicsta and
mathamat1a1ane, includi Schro di er, ermi, Dirac, Bohr,
eta., and mathematioians: Art1u, Gel, Zarieki, ,.t*••,~ Whitney,
etc.

A, 10/18/56 Sohool of Math tide, aculty appoint nt

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1945

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

VEBIEN, O.

PAULI, WOLFGANG

Acade ic Org .i& ~ior

Biograohical

OP EImE R, R.

Memorandum called 'Report Conce ning New pe manent
Appointments .!!! !!!! SChool of Mathematics. -

(1) Th oretical phy ic. copy walch m t have been
submitt d to the h.lIi'tJ: School 0 f Mathematics Faoulty prior to
general Faoulty eti and probably resulted in the .election,
sinoe Pauli wa appointed by the eoutive Committee at a m t
June 5, 1945. (See Minute8 of that me tlng).

Th port i8 an analysi8 of the work, charaoter and
the quality of Pauli and Oppenheimer. It is apparent that in tni.
tir t (80 tar a8 recor 8 reveal) oonsideration of Oppenpeimer a8
a theoretical p 8icist by the School of Mathem tic8. ..x....
..xx••II.~YW.xt Pauli was selected over him.

\

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



The file other wise consists ot year-by-year accounts of
the stipends and stipendiates ot the School of Math atios,
and, obvLualy, Veblen's pla4ing the me orandum in t 18 f11e
was a little bit of calculated prejudice.

At the time of the memorandum, Pauli was 44 years old,
Op~enhe r, 40. The final comparisons, and thia m morandum
doss not attempt to recap the specific qualifications of each
man in theoretical physics, is that "Pauli' coJlJllland of the
mathe tic 1 ap ratus was, is, and will probably always be far
the greater. Regardi qu it~t1ve 1nai ht, O. since he reache
his full statur , comes cl er to P. In inspiri other
physicists, thay a e on t same 1 vel, perhap O. even a little
above P. as far a their influence on exper ntal ts on the 8pot
1s cone rned. But cart inly o. h s ma e 0 contri utiona to
physi s of su h fundamental n ture as Pauli's exclusion principle

d analysis of the eleotronic spin. PhYsicists outAAde our own
circle a ree with thia opinion, or express t emaelves even more
strongly to the effeot th t Oppenheimer i8 one in a serie. of
younger physioists of ne rly equal rank--the names of G ow,
V-7, Sohool of Mathematios, M1soellan ous {Memo. continudJ

'" {, <.- '.

. ,
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Bethe, Wigner and Heitler are ment10ned--but t t they are all
several degrees lower than Pauli in originality, depth and
lasti influenoe."

The orandum here quotes from rofessor flabil

"'Pauli is more suitable eoause or his gre t powers of
oritical evaluation of a pro lell1 and his fund8Jll8ntal point or
view.

'As a 010 e neighbor of the Institute for dv nc d Stu~

I 0an~ say With the greatest sineerAt,. that I wOl.lld regard
the apppintment ot Pauli to the ohair of theoretical hy.ioa
in the Institute as a tremendous he to ~self and to the w 01
oommunity of phys c1l!lts in the II1Eltropolitan region. He would
b a great integrating influence and by is presence and
example gre tly raise the intelleotual level of theoreti~al

physics in this community. Oppe !mer, altnough e wou d be a
great addition to the oommunity, is not suffioiently a ove the
others to have the. efreot. Pauli for m~ Tear has been hhe
oonscienoe and th oriterion of truth for a large p t or the
oommunity of theoretioal physioists. ,"
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In the ulti te oonclusions, a lett r trom Dirac in
Cambridge sums it up With, "Pauli has the stronger olaims."

V-7, chool of Mat ematics, isoellaneous
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19)+5

/~CHO L 0 . ATIC'

3/5

Aoademio Or~anization

PA I, WOL ANG

S1 GEL, CARL LUDWIG

OP l'lHEIM , J. no RT

Bio r-aphioal

".18 the he ot 0 no 1 sub-oo tte ,
Prot s or Weyl read prep ents room e ing the
appointment ot Pratessora olf Pauli an Carl Ludwig Siegel
for chaira in the Fohool of Mathematic, with Prot 8 or J. Robert
Oppenheimer aa an alternate for Prof saor Pauli. Dr. Ayd lotte
stated that he was tro ly impressed with the recomroen ationa
and would give th m most seriou8 oonsideration."

inutes of the Sohool of Math matios, 3/5/45
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v SCHOOL 0 MATu=·;.nTIC

T em rCAL PH SICS

1945

PRINCtTON UN SITY

4-/28

Acadol ic OrG niz tlon

Acade 0 A tivitloa

R lationa WO I

S TH. Y D. Biographioal

t f'v ,...y<
Tentativ ly isous ed suguestlon of smyth and von Neumann

that Prof sor Enrioo Fe i be offered a ohair in Theoretioal
Phy ics under the joint auspioe of t 0 In tltut and Univer ity
with the under tlU'1dl tha t his salary woul be paid by the
Institute and that laboratory faoilities would be furniahed him
by the Univ ralty. Aydelotte present quaationed whether
School of Mat tios might oare to delay its nominations of
Pauli an Siegel tor oonsideration ot the Fer i matter. but the
School of Mathematios eoided to push the two nomi tions and at

the S.1llIl8 t 1me e xplor the e i proposal.

inutea. sohool of .the tic, 4/28/45.
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(/SC OOL OF HEMATIC

5/12

Aoatemlc Or anlzation

Gene a1

Wl..Vr.. HERMANN

DRESDE • ARN OLD

Dr sd n to ey1, Mil. 12, 1945.

Re t1 ons WOAr

Blogr'Phic

He s endll him II. t'ina.l v r ion ot' • report ot' a c onferenee
between eight m thematt:ians. ine1uci Dr sden and Weyl on
the nee t'or better prepar tion in all levels ot'
ducatlon t'or th demands ot' the post-war period to bring

aoout ch e in t he Il1l. th ma ice ucational proce ure
which have b en 10 overdue. There is only a carbon eopy
ot' this report. It ill in the fHe and sod be consulted.

"Mathematioll playll a t'undamental role in our oivilization.
It sets the stan ar of objective truth t'or all
intellectual ndeavor; solence an technolo bear witness
to lts practic 1 u t'ulneaa. L1k langu e an lIio it is
one ot' the primary manit'e tatlons ot' the e creatlve power
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of the human mind, it is the univer 1 or an for
world-un eratandi through theoretical construction.

the tics must therefore remain an essential 1ement of
the know1ed and abilities whioh we have to te oh, of
the culture we have to transmit to the next ge11!lratlon.
only e who knows what matoomat ios 18 and what its funotion
in our pre ent oivi1ization is, can give sound advice for
the improvement of our mathe tioal teaoning.~

Th report proceeds to a di cus3ion of the evils
waioh were discuss d in the conference whioh seem to lie
primarily in the teac ers, their preparation, their
.ve1 l' nt as human being and as thematioians, and

the aida t ey use in their instruotion, ohief1y t e textbooka:

(1) he teachers are reor ited from the normal schools
and from sohoo1s of e uoation, "which unfortunately too o1'ten
disrega.d th t ct t t only ose a oul t oh sUbj ot
W 0 know thoroughly the t 181d to whle h the s lib jeot bel:> s ...

(2) tho ot appointment of teachers 01' mathematics
1 aves muoh to be d sired. There i a lack of standarda of

,
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soi ntifio oultu al prep
not oapabl of pur uing

proper lotion.

at ion. Loc 1 se 001 boards
con i erations eded tor

(3) Th domi tion of textbook field by the
co roial int r ts of publishers and of autnors. the
no in 0 of tr ition in curriculum. It i ested that
so ewner the. s oul be i erte an elementary oour e in
number ory, om waich maD1 yo students would erive
greate sati f ction t an from the tra itional oourse in
t i no et •

(4) The lack of soientifio ai oipl1ne in the
60 01, th aooeptano by teaohez, of slov nly work and
slo enly thinki i detrimental to e ucation. "A in task
of th t oh r i to h lp his pupil aroBII the bridge from
tue id Q to ita teohnioal exeoutien. "

(5) Lack of continuity between highllllhool ork
ork in oOllege, both With re ard to the oontent ot

the c Ol.\Z'ses and to the points ot view, is manifest. There
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is a160 an overs~phasis of oontrol by t on a~

ra e ov r the 0011 ge student whio deprives 1m of
the 0 noe to oatoh "the fir of inspiration wh n he is
int 11 ct lly receptiv for it."

The ~ ork expeot d of can idate ror th Ph. D.
ra B to ;>ro 1 for t 0 baoed tr..e tioal

the cult~al background w ioh ar nece 8 y ror
aoh of m the atic~.

() e os no or poi on 1'0 d quat. adult
ucati n in mathe tios i deplorab • This Dse i

nha oe w n on cvn iders t 6 return of veter •

1 e co tructiv aspects of t e di cu sion were
list d • follows:

(1) Oareful planni . an writing of textbooks in
m the tios for el ment ohools, nigh oh 01 an coll e8
by oomp tent p 1 ons. J.t lIould b desirabi to h ve a oOl'lll1ission
appoint d to make a oar f~1 tudy of this question.
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b Ktabllshed to
ublished. "he
rate by uch a

r I;eBe rch could

(2) A oompetent oommls lon shou
xamin textbook carefully they are

book a p bli hed chQlld b re..iewed an
cOl!lll1ission. "The m thad use by Consum
be stu ied to adv~t e.

(3) Th establiBhro nt of a llowship in the sociation
(analo ous to 'ellow hips in th A~tuar1al Society,) should
be gr nted to applicants, partioularly th ~ou or m mbers of
the pro'es ion, eitner on th a i of examinations by the

Booi t on or on the ba i of co plouou aohi vem nt as a
teaoher, would help to at up high tan a s for teacher ot

thematios in t a ohools. It wo be neo t t a
coromis ion stu y th ossibilltle ln s lr otlon,
explorln~ th likellhoo of obtaini coopera~ion from the
seoon ary sc ools, both prlv te a d pu lie, from t cher,
actual an prospeotive.

(4)
oolle e t
needs of

Graduate sohool should reoognize th training of
soher as one of t ir majo r ponslbilitles. The
uch persons shaul be cl rifled. t is not naoes ary
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that th Y shoul 0 thro h t e"painful pro'ess" of writing
a research d~ss rtat1nn. Perhap a new d Gree oul be
sstab11 he , or t e requir nt for existin a gre~8

8 uld be odified perh s. Pro peetive colle" teachers
should attain a 1 h level of at e tical und r tan ing
than Is no the c~se, an th y shoul be encoura e (a a
m1nim of attalnm nt) to reserve such a level throug out
t ir prof sional life. 'The ev 10 ment of ev ry sci nee,
not exoluding mathematios, 1s etermine by ideas, attituaes,
v lu t 1 0n , watoh do not beco explicit in the ystolU of
scienoe its It, While th result of our eientifie labors
in th£;i turn reaot on an mo ity th rep rtory of id as

convictio which rul th otive co uet of our liv •
A te ch r 01 matnem tics is in 1 a.tel n e th r aroh

the ~ician of ko pins hie min op n to thi giv -an -
t e b tw en system tio sc ence a the whole of our
exi. no•• "

(5) dult e ueation in m tl.e
for Ln ividuals b yo 0011 e
coll e char cter. Such roups wo

tics houl be prov1ded
Who want to do work of

inolude high a ohool

,
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c m'111s8ion may
In t is report.

teacher. who w1 h to pI' par for a fellow hip qu l1f1cat10n
an:l. 0011 ge teaoher who want to r te.1n the 11" 11teracy and
exten the1r knowl age 1~themat1c •

(6) More attent10n shoul b paid to the h1 tor1cal
and philosophic background of mathe tios. In th detailed

tudy of th varIous f1 ldE A the histor1cal d velopment should
take~ an important plac~. The contributions whioh
mathematic can and should m kc to cultur should be made
cle r to th student of the subject." The t aohers of
mathematics shoul not be narrow In thelr knowl dge.

Th co"-mlttee expresses th ho e that
be ap ointe to 6 tudy th matters present
They go on to say:

RIn ~ome respects the evil from w leh our profe siont
urters present much analo y with toe waich existed in the

medical prot sslon forty years ago. It would orobably
~e worth While fo 80me of thes comm11aions to study the
procedures us a by Dr. Abraham Flexner in hie studies ot
meRieal eduoation Which led to far-reaching reforms in this field.
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"It woul
!!)ea nre till en

land and Ru
education. It

o be u eful to beco!!) oquainte with
1n for 1 countr1e, pa tlculnr ~.n

ia, for the bettel'lnent of I thematical

Signing th r e
Courant, rnol [ire
Oyatein )1'e, ans

art were:
rl n, J. T.
dem cher,

H. W. Brinkmann,
lin., '. J. I il
o !~e nn We_l.

Richard
,

Weyl to Dr ad n, M c 13, 1945.

He vel'Y t otf'ully !!)al( s a couple of' ug e tions:

"r do at fully ree with au when you s y in the
preamble th t the 81g 1 icance of thematlcB for educational
purpo d penda to a lar extent u on tne egra t ~.lch

it 1 m d to contribut to hUll)&n culture. Lven Ortega puts
the tr ining of th profe ion 11 ta d til e oil. for truth
side by side with the transmls 10n of culture."

He a 0 su e ts th t in aotion III, Par I' ph 4,
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a sharper lin should be drawn between the teacher ot
mathematici ana the rese oh mathematioian.

"In Para aph 6 of SectJ.on III, I should l1ke to see
the seoon' and third sentenoes oanoeled. I cannot aee the
contrHutions of thematios to oulture aa a subject tar
'oareful atud7' in a normal math tical ourriculum. and
we ahould not atreas hiatory too much. Mathematica itaelt
and ita preble must remain the hard core ot any 8 uch
currioulum. "

He goes on to say, "We do not claim tor mathe t ica the

\

prerogative of a Queen ot Soienoe; the e a other fieldl
whlohsre of the same or even higher importance in education.
But mathematics seta th standard of objective truth for all
intelleotual indeavors; scienoe and teohnology bear witness
to ita praotioal us fulness. esides la uage and musio it
is one ot the primary manifestationa ot the ~ee oreative
power ot the human mind, an it is the universal organ tor
world-understanding thro h theoretioal oonstruction.
Mathematics must therefore remain an essential elsment of the
knOWledge and abilities which we have to teaoh, of the oulture
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understanding 01'
performanoe of

we have to transmit, to the next ge ration. Only he Who
knews what mathematios is and what its funotion in our
pres nt oivilisation, can ive sound advio for the
improve nt ot our mathematioal teaching."

"Too little emphasis is laid on th
aimple idea, too muoh on the meohanical
oomplioated teohniques •••

"8inoe the various subjects of1'ered in an all-round
educational progr are interrelated, and our oulture
itsel1' is not oomposed of a number of isolated pieces, it is
nardly a sound prooedure to let t he student, espeoially at
the high sohool level, pick his courses aooording to his
own shims; take a little Latin an then drop it, etc. A
large amount of oompulsory continuity and ooord1.IW. tion 1s
desirable.

"On the oth r han our system ot sppon-feedi and
perpetual oontrol by paper and exams, gives the oollege
tudent too little freedom tor ever oatohing the fire ot
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inspiration from a superior teacher t the time when the
intellect il ripe for freedom. (Later is too late.)"

And. again. he says. "Synthesis. conoennrat10n and
consolidation of knowledge, r ther than expansion of
knowledge. seem to e their specifio funotion. ince
scienoe is made, the develop nt of every oience, not
exoluding mathematics. is determined by ideas, attitu ee.
valuations, whioh do not beoo e explioit in the Sf tem of
soienoe it.elf, while the results of our sci ntific 1 or
in their turn reaot on and 0 ity t repertory of ideas and
oonviotions which rule th otive oonduct of ouf.: live. A
teaoher or m... thematio s is in great r need thenTr aroh
math atioian of keeping his nd open to t:lis give-and-take
between systematio lolenoe and the Whole of our hUMan existenoe.

"The question whether ~ new degree
or whether the requi nts for exis t1
odified, rem 1na open for disoussion."

W (Weyl) File Dl-

should be stabUshed.
degrees should be
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lf~lJMjurn J JOHN

o I)OT, 1'1 AT

APPLI

VO

ATIC

MA'l'lmIATIC~

9/26

Academic Or a nizat10n

Academic otlvlt1ea

B10 r pMcal

Maaani ( ember 1946~8)
e .rah1p 1945-46 but ot

futur 00 nta to h oe

au eated by von
down at1pend and

. . . P.'
eumann tor

direoted no
a contraot?

ohaol ot Mathemat10 aoulty « Ii ed»
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1~5 9/26

TIC, o de 10 Or nizatlon

P TIClP TIO IN AD. NISTRATION Aoademl0 Personnel

PRI "

OPPEN1D:I , .
SITY Relatlona

Bl0 raphloal

AI

Vot d rehl 194 -~6
lb rt • ~uok r, Valentino Bar

r • alo a 0
ann (Prlnoet:m).

r,

V ted offer ohair to p enhe er--von eumann and Elnat in
appoInted dr w bl0<Jraphlcal r port for pr B ntatlon to
faculty. (ThIs follow d, a p ently, the oonolusion or
pro s of In titute an Prinoeton olntly to ~fter erm!
ap ointment. S ute 6/2/45).

Sohool of Mathem tio Faoulty eating
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1 5

v/APPL D T TICS

VON NEUMA m. JOHN

AYDELOTT .• F.

10/3

Academio Activities

Bio raphical

Aydelotte to strauss. Ootober 3, 1945.
Ask8 him to attend the Tru tees et! Ootober 19

to 00 ider the most important issue: von Newlunn's proJ ct
tor building an~ electronic oomputer. Both M. I. T. an the
University ot Chl0 0 have de very attraetlv offer to
von Neumann tor thls proJeot. but he would pr rer to stay re
if we oan offer him an opportunity to carry out plans.
Ayd lotte favors it. end hopes money oan b obtained trom
outside souro s. He has wrltt n tOU1 Rockefeller Foundation
and thinks that support m gilt be round trOlll8om government
department," t von eumann is a little troubled about such
a plan because he wants to u e the device tor purely
scientitic purpo s. whereas the Governm nt departm nts ot

course are prinoipally lntere ted in practical appllcations."

D, Strauss, Lewls L.

,
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1~6-1951

~c 0 L OF MATH

E. C. P.

TIC ca emio Or aniz tion

Aoa emio Activities

Institute haa un ertakan to construot an eleotronio
oomputin devioe to 00 t estimated b300,OOO of w loh oard will
iva no mor t 100,OL. a1 ce h.t owa 1 ,511 in

prooea o~ oonstruotion by 1947, 118,275 by 1948, 322,810
of waloh 96~05 waa for oui1dings and qulpmantJ y 1 48,
$365,952 (v/o build! equipmen~), by 1950 ~99,063 groas
in roject ~1, and b gl~~ or Projeot 2, on Which {13,444 is
8 own •

By 1951

8

1 587 ,)~96
2 229,024

816,521
184,487
632,034

,
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Llab lit,. col sho 8:

I. A.
Other :

(11
2

• leo, co

556,138
176,Oc
832,138

\

Treasurer's eport, bit .A.

,
"
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Ie; 6-1Sil.8

A'CHOOL 0 MATHEMATIO

T on· leAL PHYSIC

E. C. P.

Aoadomio Organization

oade io Aotivities

fe orG d~ Dyson to Chandra Sekbar, Ootober 20, 1 54.
"~c 0~1 ot. th m tios h • P m ent e3tablls nt

w lob 18 lvided into thr 0 roup, on oon iatln ot pure
athe tios, one oom 1sti the I' tlo 1 lIkp::blI~[JUId:

pby loists, an 0 oonsist or rofe SOl' Von Neumann.
Von N.u~ ori In t dln 1946 and 8 sinoe dlreot d our
oornput I' projeot. The 00 putcr proj ot bu It d op rates a
tast dlgital computer, t coat he Machin and of ost
all or the ta r b 1 paid by government on y and ot by the
In tltuto. ather b7 aooid nt lt has turneq6ut that the ost
otive users of the maohin have bo n teorollglsts ••• Un er

the leadersillp or r. Charn , ha set th elves t k ot
underst "1 th t oretical ba i. of eteorology by solvl
numer oally variou. for of the hydro-d~n io 1 equation ot
the a oap r and co pari . the r eult -ith ob8er~at1on.
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1~ey nave had ~oo deal of aucc aa in makln snort-range
(~ hours) weat r prediotions by thes thods, as a
cons qu no of wi ch the Gov rent 1s ery wi1111l1 to pour
monay into the project. Von N umann and Ch rney are anxious
not t get too deeply lnvo~ved wIth pr&otioal applioations, in
order to concentrate on the ~ 0 diffic It problema of
u er t "inl lar -80al and 10. -ra e atmospheric motions •••
he meteorolo 1st ~o d pr t r to b n t 6 Inatitute

ost olishment on the a footi as the physicists and
t ern ticlans in rder to be free of any sort of obii ation to

produoe ef 1 results on a short-term basis ••• "

7purpo e of the ns tute is to carry on l~n~-term
c demio rese rch in a sohol rly t1lIo her. The original

\

purpose of the oorn uter pro jeot ws to b the nuoleus tor a
group of applied sthematioInn8 wno would use the m chine for
rosesrOA of t i kind, either for nv ati1sti physio 1
pro~1 or for develop! th lathematioal theory of
complex non-Ii oar aystero of equations. The q estion is now,
wh ther eteorolop.:y 1 an appropriate ubj ct to the Institute
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treot support ot the
Ii. practical an

to lupport In a ajar p r n t way, and If not, va ther
there ar other branc s or pl1 d ath matlos ch would
be ore pproprl teo

osed-

(1) T Inoorpor t the existl .> teorogy rou p into
e an nt In t· tute or anlz11 Ion.

(2) T~ extric t the I tltute rr~~

oomputer and let t government run it a
eteorolo 10al project,

(3) To let the eteorolo lsts 0 elsewhere and k ep the
computer for the In tl ut In t e Jpe of esta 11 h'. IT a
scho 1 or funds ental rellearoll in e fl\ other br&.noh of applied
m thematios.

vlce.

•
:lon ask t r

• C. P., Consideratio , uture ot
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1946-.5.5

Au.T

u

TICS

MAT !ATICAL BOCDTY

Aeadelll1c Orcan1 vtlon

Relatlons W.O.A.I.

~. W. L. (Auoc1.ate secretar,r of rican Hath. Soc1e~) to Vebl.enl

"Dur1n& th period 1940-45 the due. ot the INtitute tor AdYanoed S~ were _200 a
)'Mr. I know you v1ll be glad to know that durinc 1940-45 the averap JIUIIlber ot page.
publ1ahed annu.alJ,y trcm the Institute was 283.83. This inorea.ed produotlrlt)- ot the
~ ben ot the Inatltt.t_e nec ••1tate. the Soclety's requestlng the IDStittte tor
Advanced stud;r to raise lte annual dues to ~7?S. Would you be w1ll1ng to talce this
lIl&tter up with your adll1n1stratlon and obtain lts consent to increase the annual due.
b,y _.57.57 The t1nt~t ot the due. on the new bui. w1.ll bee etreetlve on
Janu&l7 1. 1947. Und r the nw dUN. the INtittute tor eed st would bave the
priY1lece ot ree rlna ranaactiona and e Bulletin and ~t1ng J8 ben to

S t,.." (lAS _t inarNse RO to Socl.t 1/'l13/49. FUe D)

FUe D Amer. Hath. Soc.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1cjj.6

~CHOOL ATICS Aoade io Or a

1/28

zation

R..., ,,,,,,,CR

VON NE1[JMJum, JOmr

Government elations

Bio raphical

Ge ral Groves bas be n not1tied by D an ea r of Columbia
that the Institute joins in a requst that a regional laboratory
in nuc physios be let up in the vioinity. Air mail letter
Janu ry 22, 1946. Ay elotte to von Neu ann read to the
Committee.

D, Minutes ~t Ddi Co it t • or th aculty, 1 0-1946
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1946

~scnOOL OF MATHEMA~ICc

M THI~MA.TIC (~ EOROW )

Aoad mI0 Or a iz tion

Aoad io ctivitiel

C NT CTS ( AVAL) Gov r nt R 1 tiona

Von eumann explai d the propo 1 for a 1 val oontraot
to further rese oh In ynamio met orolo~ for the purpo of
putt1 t is ubject on a better theoretic I fo~n tion, in
view of th prob bility that high-speed oomputin devioe will
make it pos Ible to attao probl ms whioh have been tofore
inaaces3ibl. ~e pr ject Inv 11 a bringtn~ to the In tit ute
a mall number of theoretioal meteorologi ts who will work
un er von eumann. Of ioe apace to be afforded by nlarging
the proposed oomputin 1 bor to • T e isous ion oon idered
the freot of suah aotiviti a upon the pro eas f mathe tio
and upon the e:eneral at osphere of the InstItute. The p er80nal
views expre sed ran ed from that of ofeas r ie,el wh ,
In prlnclpl , pref rs to 00 ute a 10 ~lt w ich mi ht nter
Into hil work rather t look it up In a t le, thro h t t
of Prof sor orae who oonsiders thi pr jeot inevitable but
f r from opt1 urn, to that of Professor Veblen who 11mply- in e 11
weloo ea the advanoe of scie oe r 'ardleas of the direotion In

•,
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which they" seem to be oar i us.
of personal points of v1ew, it was
shonld 0 for ard \lith the projeot

In spit of t 1s variety
a~reed that the Institute
.s proposed.

Veblen
flee et/..ry.

Minut

.'.'.
"~ .

., ;

• o 0..>1 of thematios, ~/14146
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1~6

~CHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

E. C. P.

MORSE. AR

PANO SKY. ERWIN

ZWORYKIN

5/13

Aoademic OrGanization

Aoademic Aotivities

Bio raphlcal

Aydelotte discus8ed Zworykin l 8 plan ror 8cientirio oontrol
ot th weather whioh would involve oalculation by t lectronio
Computer based on mea urement or the amount or radiation
eminating trom the round. He reported the Navy Depart ent
want d to 8i a contract with the Institut ror approximately

30,000 ror two or t ee years to develop thea tudiee.
S. • raoulty would disous the matter at th Ir me ti ay 14.

~ 1946. Asked ror oo~~entl, orse oppos d primarily an mpirioal
I rath r than theoretioal loienoe. (~tudy or the weather).

it b 10 r in an e ineerin sohool rather than in an
In titutlon devoted to the lIberal art. Ir it 1 embarked
upon it should be aeparate from the Instltut a I~O~; oth rwls.
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the I titute i t have a permanent weather for oasting
station on its h s. Panofsky reoalled primary oonsideration
in the development or the L. C. P. was to solve theoretioal
problems. not praotical on e.

D, Minut

, a

~I~ ' ..

~ " .~ .... .,.
'..;.....:~1, .,.

tandl Co itt e of th F oult • 1940-1946
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1~6

~CHOOL 0 MATHEM TICS

E. C. P.

'5/20

Aoaaeml0 Or anlz tion

Ao de 10 Aotivities

,
MET OLO

Mon STON Bl0 rtphio

Standlng Co tt e: Morse, anofsky, and Riefler t
W'1th Aydelott and Bamberger May 20, 1946. Ay elotte reported
Sllhool of ~ath matto. had on ay 14, 1946 vot d that the
I titute nter into a oontraot with t Navy pa tment for
eteorologioal researoh in 00 eotion withtbe • C. P. T 1.

work W'111 be carried on in the Co puter buil w 10h will be
expanded to aoeo .odate the aditio 1 staff. Mor e point d out

\

that "with the exoeption of Pro e sor von Newnann and Veblen,
the mbers of the ath matte faculty approve of thls step
with so reluotance." Consensu.: evel p ntof the E. C. P.
see ed a point to eteorolo ical rese oh as the next
10 cal atep, and althou t i reaearch m1 ht 1 ad to new
t eoretical disooverie. In the field of mathematics an physlos,
the work oarried on at the Instltute by Profeslor 8iegel, for
example,was of or fun amental Importanoe. Some memb rs of the

"
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faoult,. beli ved that the great contributions to le oi, were
ma e by individual not by institutiona an raised the question
whether th Institute hould not give mor attention to
pro otin the oientiflc work an influ noe of men like
Siegel. "This view s of oours at va lance with the
attitude hel by society in g n r , which giv•• to projects
devoted to the improvement of the m t ri al welfare of an a
political an .ooial lignifl0 oe gr tl out of proportion to
their intrinalc value. II

D, Minut s of tbe tan i Co ittee of the

•• <.<

oulty, 194o-1~6

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1946

.,hCHOOL OF MATHE\lI.ATICS

POLICIES

5/27

Academic Organization

tWRmwmt- A Inlstratlon

E. C. P.

GE AL Pub110atlons

Acad 10 Aotlvities

eeti B b rger. orse, Panofsky an Rief1er with

Ayde10tte.c'consensus .as that a pa a raph descri in th • C. P.
projeot should b inolu e in th capt r on the cool of
Mathematics but that the n s ot th Co put r personnel
should not ap ear in the 1i t of r titute ebers, "Members
of the Computer staff re, after all, e loy d to 0 a speoifio
job and are not invite to th I stitut to pursue res arch of
their own ohoosing." But they shoul be listed with their
ad resses in the staff Ii t. Ay e10tte Ki& sai he wo 1
disous th question further with von Neumann an r port back
to the Committee at its xt eetin. ~t ~ ~,~~

I ( "" ~ "" -\.a"'"
D. Minutes of the an ing Committee of th Paou1ty, 1940-1~6

. :.•.~:~
~...

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



EItlZ'l'I::IW, ......=..,

VEBu:Jr. •

C t1

D1()~~JlL1c

l1e)

'"

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



36 • .. .3 t ,

, 19.36.
1IW.1:bolutlo;Lluw,

•

p.r.u;.uu t. 1

1 1a 1 7­

YO,lP' ~ u..J. e",.. t ,.. "J .
P s, .... h <;~

Math~[ltl

•
•

£18Illbe,1' 1

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



19 6

"OHOOL OF T ATIC

10/14

Academ1c r"an zat10n

GE - L (A N L AND A•• S.) Pbblic at1 ons

PI f'A S
Tne Institute's annual ~embership of $200 was raised to

775. A lotte resi ted, sayi that~he ~elt this Math or
financ m t e . tical p~blieat1ons w S u ou i principle.
He thou ht th t the gre t fou datlons or the rican
Ph1losophical ~oc1ety sold m ke this sort of contribution.
But fu h ve ot been avail ble tro these 0 ces. It
was accordily recommended by the ~chool to the Dir ctor
that the r qU0 t ho.<1. be t.

Von eumann port d a cri 1s 1n the
Of thematic. ub11cation t nay ar
It a agreed that the Institute sho~d
t500 in the subvention on condit. on that
would equal 1t.

finance of the Annals
an one-half in arrears.

I.:c an 1nerea of
rinoeton vniv 1""81 ty

1nu e~, ~ohool ot them' tic , 10/14/46

... ~ ..'
., ~~~ i

. ,.
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l<i.J,6

.>CHOOL F M i'} MATIC Ao

10/1.4

mlo r anization

THEO

OP

PIIYSlv

, .
Aoad io Activitios

Blo r phloal

~ \\.\ .
Faoulty r07 d en 1m r' 0 in tlon r 0 air in

t eoretio 1 ph,.lI1os • epto"l1"er 26, 1945. ~ '" ~~) Iw.A f
¢... f. 6.......J.

n Ootober , 1946, t faoulty oonsidered & aln
ap~oint onts in th fiold of theoretio 1 phy los, hop full,. h ~
shared b,. th~ U ive lty. Tho trw B ~ef8r 'od nt 1 the
next meetin$, Ootober 14 w el tte bro ht it up as the

in bu i e • A n appoint ant In t eor tioal phy s
w s ne ded. e i t of the disoussion WI1S t t th two lea 1
Illen a 0 th you theor tl"al h sia1'si Wt> ie cd 'o,.nman
and Julian 0 wi or. ~ey ~ n wa 1 vited Sill ber so e .onths

0, but had j~8t ta en on a poci 10n as A sl t nt or ssooiate
Professor at Cornell and did not 0 0 bee us he u ~ote

hi self to his ew dutl s. onu! er was 00 t rofe Bor at
Harvard, an s been s· d to full p sors p t
Columbia. ohwi r was oided to be th stro r eandi ate.

" I'

',I:q::~':': ,
.' ....
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Aydelott raised the qu atlon of brin in lsti 1 e
t~.oretieal phy loieta from other parte of th orl to ri oeton
for p rio io term of servioe; for exaopl0, one tar ev~ry

~ 0 1e r. He aUR~e3t lel~ Bohr, irae, Pauli, H. ~. Kram'rs,
I.I.P.abt, an ~ohroe in~er, t.he latt r two a ded by t.h fae It

eblen ree 11
arraI1l"eme t wi th Dir
durt the w •

th t
e SOI11

le7ner ha enter into ueh an
y rp a 0, but th t this ha 1 p ed

th Group th t Opp nheim r h been
ho~l 0 th tio and h facolty
wOlld b p rf et! prop r for him to
k l me tin of the Truatee~. entiment
tt r til' t of all to ttl th question
r a Ol er an. Op n eimer regarded
t • but om qu t on about political

A. 1 ot t re min<'
approv d b b t the
a a whol , ao that it
brinr, it up at tnia '1-1

aa that it wo 1 b b
about the ap ointm nt
a fir t- ea~ i
ettvity.

It wa r It t t the
import nt than a rot_ti
lstin ui en, an Ay

of a you er an
with a visiti
hat he 0 thi

1 l"1ore
roup of

were
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by no aps us ally e~clusive.

VeDlen s Seer tary an von e
into lly IJIbollt a 0 nf renee which
arry.) t Stlout t e poss! ili~ 0 a JO

t e youn t oretl0 h Ie t y tu
University, a tor a eaen pI c •
Unlve.lt e u d h rdly ~ out
a polnttllent. 'r i '110 10 III ,an 40

000 from the In t Hilt. Ve I u lnt rpose
th t it '1101 lL b perfectl in or er to ent r
11th eynma lout d y a ne 0'1 te with
f a full eS80rshlp.

Inu ep., .ohoo of • tern 108, lO/lh/46

one 0

a full
l'~y and

own ,ote
arran tlment
r

••
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1~6
1~7

~CHOOL OF M TH ATIC

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

F ANN, R. P.

12/13
#~

Aoade r io Or anization

Relationa WOAI

At fir t meeti Aydelotte announced Fe ann ha been
offered joint appointment 8y Princeton Univerai~ and lnatitut •
(There was no aoulty oonsideration of the tter that I have
observed, de pite the new policy ot notic). On aeoond eeting
Aydelotte u sted e ann had refused (for the next three
aoade io years).

Faoulty Minute above date.
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L 0 A'l' TICS c Organization

VI: IT

"'­• • 0/1 IIoS

e d-nc • nne:!.

or ~e el. u:L1 to 811' natiYe COW\tl"i... al'd
!u;rol_n ee lara be inrl:ted to !.AS as T1sit ~ • oret

telO alP tJ' be ••

ndix I pp. 1-8
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1~6

ISCHO~L 01<' T TIC' Aea ernie r

11/29

ization

TImO

DIRAC

FEINMAN

ICAL PHY<>IC Aoad ie Aetivitie

Biograpaleal

The eeutive 00 ittee aut~oIized a joint arranoe ent
wi th the Univer ity by whioh RIchard e an would be
appointed a pe man nt member of the Institute a an Aa ociate
ro~e or 1n the Univeraity at 7,000. ycelott will
ak no ap roach to thia until he ia approached by the

Univeraity uthorities.

Th athematic
excellent p e nent
wo~ld be intere te

acuIty decide Dirao woul ake an
profe aor. pr a to von.. ann he
in a temporary appointment.

Mimutea, Seho I of M the tica, 11/29/46

.. '. ','" '.:
t "'J'..:'
'.'J'.•".;/~. ;."...

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



7- 1

.1

/SCHOOL

o • c

1

e1'1101II"e1

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



• bUo elatiON

I A..cae1~,o

ot thto IDatitute tor 'I1ll allo te a ...u
70\1IlC 1l:a1:.r..tic1a.na _toM-tical t8 to bl.

relIlllII%'C • t rlncetor: duri the 0 '1 1 1949.
ti~ren fWll.de:noe of abill in 1. at least with t

Doctor or tor applioat1on -:r be obta
• In.tit te tor e • h'1Jlceton. • •• a are..
•

U.Il r. tb. •
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1~7

~C o L M '1' MA J

SC 0 L 0 EO IIC AND OLITICS

IL I cro•
PIS. • HAM

1/21

Acade 0 01 nlzat on

Bi r hioal

tewart reoo'1IIIIIlEll'lli ed a tb.lrd '1 ar bership t
Wi erdln at 3.000 t oompl to ls book. Th ower ~ the
Pur • Voted.

Von eumann r 00

annu stip n $6,000.
en ed Pall a tive-y r
Voted.

ership

Faoulty lnut s. 4/21/47
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1947

CHOOL OF AT • TICS

T ORETICAL PRY Ie

OP NHEDlE!l, R.

9/23

Academic Or aniz tlon

Aoad 10 Aotlvitles

Bl0 rap leal

Opp nheimer reported t t he had askeo lels ohr for
the seoond semester 1947 8 at 8,oeO after conference with
Maass d Ide dorf. IIe had af.fered memb rshlp In the
I stitute wit out tipend to Dre. ~11 A. Hl11eraas and

ic01as G. van Kampen, physioists. He reoommended membership
tor Hldekl Y kawa and uli for 1948 9. A~proved.

It *as un ersteo that the salles tor the above-n d
physl~ts re to e outsi e of the Stipend und, an to be
determined by the Director and the Truste • Oppenhei r
reoo ded a policy on alaries of visiti ~ prot ssors:
t ose who oould appr rl tely b oonsidered for permanent
appointments to th Institute as professors should have their
salaries deolded to be essentIally the seas those salarIes
or the faoulty.

Min~tee, Sohool of M thematice, 9/23147
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1c;47

~C 0 L 0 THIDlAT1C'

Ootober

Ao d mio Or nizatlon

PRI ETOH UNIV RSITY

IDli 1fT , KU T

e1 tiona WOA!

Biog aphio 111

On t.e 1 00 n tion of' I n iegel and with t e
cooperat10n of Lefsohetz, e1 eme1ster lola invited as a
Vi iting rofessor of a tics, fir t te, 8J 1~ 9,

inceton Unive sity, to give a raduate oourse on p t. of
topolo y and oonaultation with a vane d tu ents an by t
lnatitut for the e Bum of oney e ber for the ye
with a Btipen of 3,000.

The ter1al ap ear 1n a fil 1n tax for inoo
tax data for avid Y. J. Levy of Maass, Lavi Bon, Levy, and
riedman in oonneotion wit an ap eal fro the Internal l.evenue

Bureau ruling; the data were Bub itte to Levy about ~e p

Jan ry, 1952. File does not r vlllll. the outcome.

D, Inoome Tax, urt Reldemelster

, .. ~

..
'.
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se 0 L 0

GRllliRAL

1m RAL

es

10/21
11/3

Aoademic Organization

Publication

Acad ic Perllonnel

A NIl 810 raphlcal

Alexander asked for permission to ohan~ Ills tatull to
mber at half-salary. contlnuin till arran ement up to

normal retlr nt gee Oppenheimer replied rlexlbilit i.
d••irabl•• an there was nothtg in Alexander' oontr ot
th t req ir a 1'orrnal attendance at tin II or the performanoe
or a inistrativ uties. He tated he woul be very
jreluctant to believe that a prote SOl' could not follow his
own spar te path without the burden of administrative

tails. Hop d that the Sohool would back him up in oing
jus t what Alexander while •• 11 even if h d s1red to resign his
prof••sorship. The athematioians .xpre.se approval of
Oppenheimer's attlt • in thl. atter.

Oppenheimer left o~r. open for tho futur • su~g rti
the possibili of a leave or absence tor Alexard era Th

,
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qu stion of a w appointment of a prote sor of mathe atics
should be separate from Alexander's ohange of statu••
AnJ n w appointee should be considerably yo r than anJone th n
on the staft.

Von Neum n want6d an analyst appointed to the
itorship of the Anna1a of Mathematic instead of Letschatz's

,,-~.. suggestion of x.txma),,'x.t_tw••' Artin and Steenrod.
, , eumann wanted to p rsuade legel.

'".... .
At the Nov ber 3 meeti , °iege1 agreed to s crve as

Editor, and von eumann, oraf an iege1 w re to talk over
the Annal of Mathematic situation with Lefsohetz.

Appen ed to the lnute. of ovember 3 wa note signed
by 1exam er, von e ann, "1 e1, Veblen, Wey1 an tein
and ppenheimer to the effeot that the Annals Informally

l
or anize with the editorial wor han 1 d chiefly by
Prof a or T~oker in the past h a bog ed down. Proposal
made that th or anization b made para11 1 with that be1nK
ar a~ed tor slml1 r aeries of publication in Phy iC8 under
the ~itorlal m ns e ent of Op enheim r and .myth.
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T i8 s estion was approv by Artin at a meeting of
the Math m tics Depart t of Princeton U~iversity the

I prior e k. !:'iorlA was nom nated as th lost! tut IS

represent tive on the 1toria1 Board.

I- /\WI .

" ~~\\~~'

I\"vM~ oJ /

Minut , Ecboo1 of Mat matics, 10/21/47 and 11/3147
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1~8

/SCHOOL MATHEMATIC Acaae lc Or anlz 10n

T ORETIC L PEY ICS

OPPENHEIMER, R.

EI ST ::IN, A.

V N NEUMANN

Aoaa 10 Aotlvltl 8

Biographlcal

Opp nheimer Bet d that a Co Ittee on Phy los of
the Sohool of Mathem tlcs b appointed, and the m them tics

(

rac lty approved. Elnrt In and von eUJnllIln were appolnted
to aot with Op enheimer, an t Co Itt e waul t with the
same a uthorl t:r a the Sohool of M themat io •

, '"
~ .#~ NY- I \~" .t<.'1 I..~ l j)k'tr(..., Y..-~ ~~.

Minutes, Sohool of Math matios, 2/4/48
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1<,48

C ot 01 MTHEMATIC

MO GOMERY, D NE

2/10

Ao de io r a~IBatlon

Biographioal

Deane Mont omery appointed permanent mber at
$6,00 a year wIth 5 per oont oontribution to the TIAA,
an a stipul tion th t this would b th extent of the
Illlltitute'. 00 itments. He d been on five-ye
appointment wdch he p tested aid ot give him
.uf~ alent seourity.

Jt cut e Co ttee Meetin~ ioute, February 10, 1948
f,"'o{. '1
~·:t\~':-~...... \',
~.~:~.~,

;.~~~.~t.
-, •... f- :--

'" .'~""
<
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CHOOL 0

•

EMATIC Acad mic Or~anization

Blo Iaphlcal

V blen added to th report 8ntion of the aclentIflc work
gol on ln phyElca durlnp, the paat year. Ther ha beAn a

jolnt Princeton-Columbia-Inatitute weekl se,in w ich have
b en both extr or inarll po ular an~ stimulating. The
Director a ~ t t atip fund fo physic would probably

~ not have to be ~aed for ~m rican phy lci ts beCR e of the many
1 f llow~hip in phy ic beln u.ed next term at 1he InEttute.

nutea. April 15. 1948

.~~.~.....~
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1948

CIO L OF THEM TIC

MEMBE

GR NTS-IN-AID

GIFTS

4/15

Aoademic Organization

Aoademic Pe sonnel

Finanoe

The Dir ctor reported an approsim te 60 per cent increase
in memberships in the 1948-49 term limited to the School of
Mathematics, and appended to the minute is a list of the
sources of out ide funds and th purpose for which gr~ted.

Chang s in the traditional p ttern of m bers ooming to work
at the Institut,te were mentioned. Members in phy ios, for
instance, aome for a year or 80 of re earoh an a vanc d
study before going into teaohing. Anoth r vari tion is
Profe sor Ie s progr of conduti yearly seminar in whioh
he deoides on a subject, travels abroad and in tnis country

to consult and invite participants. The insight developi
trom these seminars is often of sort not otherWise obtainable.
He pointed to the just complete cant rences cent ri around
Professor Toynbee, in w ich in gen ral terms it was discussed
how to talk about a cul tur§.a. II an e;lt8Jll Ie orAmert1~S pl)tforming areal servioe. Trus~ees' M1n tes, pr 1 ,~ 5
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19.1.8

~(,;HOOL OF MATtIE TICS

C NTRACTS

ATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

,MBERS

8/2

Aoade 10 Organization

Government Rel tions

Foundations

Academio eersonnel

N.
followi

dWln J.

• C. 110wsh1p Orfioe inform. Oppenheimer of
po t- ootoral f ello s in the physioal ciences:

Akutowicz. David Fel n. Jo eph V. Lepore.

D, ational Reoearch Council A. E. C. F llowship.
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1948

COL 0 'CONOMIC

CROOL 0 F MAT • TICS

POLITICS

11/9

oademlc organization

P T CETO 11 .l> J

SELBERG, ATLE

NEUGEBAUl:; , OTTO

FRA L, DR. PAUL

ELIOT, T MAS

BOHR, IELS

Faoulty meeti of November 9, 1948.

Fil in Chronological 'il , 11/9/+ •

Minutes Faoulty Meeting, November 9, 1948, File V-l

."

•
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1949 2/23

CHoeL 0 M THF.MA TICS Aoademic Or anization

Public ation

"' (, I.

G AL (AN ALS)
-/ q,

~ The diffioulties of the Annals of Mathematios wa.
diacussed by von eumannand othera. Prof8isor ontgomery said
h. was Willing to resi~n his editorship of the A. • S.
Bulletin to beoome editor of the Annals of Mathematios, and
Siegel is willing to assist. It was generarry-approved that
Montgo ry ahould have a soientifio aS8i tant, a part of who e
time woul be 8pent on editorial probleMs of the Annals.
Hope wa xpre sed that the oontribution of the I titute l

j
start to editorial problem. may be suoh that 50 por cent or
the papers swomitt d to the Annals may be autom tioally reterred
to the sta~f or the lnatitue.

III .... ,

Minutes, cohool of Mathe tics, 2/23/49

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1. 9

( . • .) over~,nt

• 10

_1••1ona

1 at on

OPI'rmmII~R. 10 'r "' ....,....1

C 1 alon (! )
T-3 -1- • -349 AT-30-1-1240

,
" ,

.~

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1949

19:>0

CONTRACT~ (A. E. c.l

v'SCHOOL OF MA'lHEMATICS

OP , R.

9/20
9/22
9/26
3/;:14
3 17

Government Relat ons

Aoademic Organization

Biographioal

Kelley, Manager, A. E. C., to 0 penheimer, Sept ber 20, 1949.

He a1s that the question d1scusse¢n Oppenheimer's of
September 14, 1949, was submitted for dec18ion wnioh will be
taken, presumably by " e Co ssion, on eptember 21.

Chadwell, Aot1 Manager, A. E. C. to Oppenheimer, september 22.
Th decision has been taklrl. No fellowship should h rellfter

BE AWArded and no fellows ip renewed under the subjeot oontraot
unl Sl th prospeotive fellow has reoeived,/ appropriate olearance
from the Co s ion.
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Oppenhe1mer to Chadwell. September 26. 1949.

"I hav disoussed the problems raised by your letter With
our Faoulty. It is our unan1mous opinion that the provision of

(the Appropri tion Aot make it impossible for us to make any further
\ grants. In view of the non-seoret natur of our work an of the
traditions of the Institute for Advanced Study. we should be
unwilling to make any appointments to membership in the Institute
conditional upon an investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation. We shall therefore make no further grants-in- id the funds
for whioh would be derived from the subjeot oontract.

"W have already made four appointment. to me erships with
grants totalli $15.500. These were made last spring. It is
our understanding that in the case of these grants the provision of tae

\

new Appropriation Aot are not a?plloable. Should we be wrong in
this interpretation. we should not wish to pay these members from
monies d8rived from the Atomic Energy Commission. We hould
appreoiate your advice on this matter••• "
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On March 14, 1950, Kelley, Manager of the N w York
Operations, A. • C., sent a peremptory wire prohibiti disoussion
of thermo-nuolear weapons with unauthorized persona regardle.s
of olas itioation of the informati on. "This means t t until
further notice no information on t s ubjeot oan be made publio
by people working for teA. E. C. or for oontraotors on A. E. C.
contraots. All ••• employees •••a~ instruoted to refrain from
publioly stating faot. or giving co nt on any th rmonuolear
reaotions of the Commission's program••• "

This was followed by a very diffe¥ nt of wire on
Maroh 17, ireoted to Mies Trinterud'" handled g cd eal of
the oorrespond noe wit re~eot to the A. E. C. contraot). aelley
regrets the abruptness and tone of the previou saage w,lioh
were not suffioiently explanatory. The a i tanoe an oooperation
of all employees and oontractors and oon ultants is r quested
to avoid the relea~ of teohnical information. The instruotions
will till permit unola sified disoussions of what might be
oalled the olasaioal taermonuolear re otions as 10 as there is
no rererenoe to their rel tion to weapone."

Atomio Energy Commission (lAS)
D Contraot No. AT-)0-1-Gen-349 & AT-)O-l-l240
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1950

/tCHOOL OF M THEMATICS

LIBR Y

M~BrnS (LONG-TERM)

THEOR TICAL HYSICS

2/8

Aca emic Or anization

Facilities

Academic Personnel

Aca emic Activities

Oppenheimer reported on th problem of enlarge library,
a~ing that he thought all the rooms on the aecond tloor should

be used on an increasing basis, antiolpati that the whole
of the floor will eventually be used for the librar;y. He
a geated t e pos ibllity of placi a balcony aroun th main
library room 0 that ahelves out of r aoh co~ld be used.
The Libr y Committ e has sug ested a new library bUilding,
but Op~enheimer's plan seems to be lastic and inexpensive.

Oppenheim r report d on long-term appointmenta in physic,
and Ya and Plaozek were .,,-twtedxla% recommended for
appointment tor tive yeara eaoh with stipends at 115,$OO and
119,OOO respectively.

Riohard Feynman and Julian Schwin' r were approved for
appointment as protessora. Morse said the ques ion ot appointing

••

•
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,
G8del a full professor, and there wa no dIssent, but no
ction taken.

Reoommended that Neugebauer be Iven a fIve-ye appoIntment
Ith stIpe at t5,oOO a semester for on semester eaoh

1e r. eco ndation to be presented to the faoulty.

chool of

Mlnutes,/February 8,

tUQ~.tIos

l~O
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1950

./ COL 0 MATHElUTIC Aea

2/13

io Or n1z at! on

C OilL 0 ISTORICAL STUDIES

1'1 G BAUER, OTTO E. Biographic 1

Direotor augge ted that ainoe Neugebauer'a work ta ls
within the two Saho la, Direotor atated he wo include a
5000 ap cial budg t item for one sameat r t t xt

five y ara to oover a grant-in-ai to eu ebauer tor t 1a
period. A ber W orki wi th eugebau r would be aupported
by the School to whioh he woul n turally belo • This
appointment an aug eated rent was appro ed.

fYk..:t.. i~

Faoulty nutoB, 2/13/50
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19$0

SCHOOL 0 MAT1EMATIOS

CaDEL. KURT

EARLE. E.

3/27

Aca emia Organization

iograph.lcal

Earle. to Oppenheimer. March. 27, 1950.

n agonized 1 tter trom Prunce in which Earle put himself
on record a o~posing the appoint ent a Profes or of Ged 1
at t tim , and a k for a deferral of the appoint nt until
October of 1950 0 that he may participate 1n the Faculty

et1n. A ttio; t t doe e not know th mo t about
aMelI qu liticationa, he think that there 18 little reason

Ifor ch i hi statuti at the present mo nt. He i8 impres ed
by ieg 1'8 reserv tions on Godel, G8del's 8cientific qual1ticationa.

lFurtber are, h hal that the Sohool of Eoono~ics and Po11tios
II with p081tions vacat d by M1trany, ietler and Warren an the
~ coming retirenent of ",tewart at the end of 1950 require a long

term ot permanent mE:lllberships. He al c ft urg s that no
- cult int nt lila • wit out two acu.Ity t ,s on it1no Faculty nol111nation b made without two ,acuIty meetings on t.

'.. "'.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



He po nt out that no appointm nt 8 b en ad since F1 xner
1 ft without unanimous a~prova1 by the F cu1ty, and regrets
he has to 8&7 it wouldn't unani ous it 08de1 were appointed.

He also adverts
and lIW ar that it h
a e1.

to his defeat on the
ad no effect upon

omi tion of Gilbert,
i attltu to ard

D, arIe, dwar M. - 194$
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1950

CHO L OF MATHEMATICS

SCHOOL OF HISTORIC L STUDIES

GEL, KURT

EARLE, • M.

OPPENHEIMER. R.

3/27
4/3

cademic Organization

Biographioal

Earle opposed the proposed appointment of Kurt G8del to the
Sohool of Mathem tios in March, 1950, by blackballing. He po~nted
out that ther ha b en no appointments in the ohool of Historic..J.
Studies to replace t. e vacated by itr&n1, Riefler, Warren and

Stewart's oom! r tirement, and, a a matter of fact, the Sohool
ot Mathematios haa been appointi several during the past two years.
He thinks ther woul b no money lert for the ohool of Historioa.l
Studies. He makes his point in ~ letterato Oppenheimer dated

March 27, 1950, on formal, one in1'ormal.

Oppenheimer to harle, April 3, 1950. It is not g01
diffioult to def r the act10n on G8del's a pointment, since
Sohool, 1ts4lt, is divided abgut the wisdom of it.
D Pile, Earle, Edward M., 1945

to be
tblll
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1950

THElt TICS

BROwn , FELIX

AoaGemio Organization

Bl ographlcal

Witold hurewicz, Professor of them t.ios at ,ass80ausetts
Insti tut of Teohnology to Oswald V blen, r commel'xH hip;h~

Felix Browder as an out tan 108 ree archer n analy iet in

inth~in~;~oJ~t~~~;O~~ltii3r~~:r ~~.e;~u~n\~6. (T::U Ph. D.
was Ph. D. in 1948). Browder 18 23, has .xo 1 ent petentialities
of future soientifio evelo nt. He 18 br dly cultured and

J
wid ly read. He has a pleasant. quiet personality and one ot
the st convers tlonalist I aa e met. It i a ead faot
t t he oannot eoure a poet becau e of his t therls

I political aotivities.

W (Weyl) File ran-
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1950

~HOOL OF MATBEMATICS

POLIOIES

BROwn

9/26

Academic Organization

Adminiatration

Biographical

th atics Faculty decided "his case not atron enough
to make it in the intereata of the Inatitute to gr t him a
e berahlp."

School of Mathem tics Mlnutea, (D Offloe)
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vtc OOL 0 MTHE '!'ICS Ao

12/29

emlo Organi zation

Lli:RAY,

The Coll
Leray to 00 e
eaoh of tile n

iogr ph10 III

e de r nee expr a ed a pro tereDO fo let
as Vietti Professor for t 1r t I ster of
xt five arB at 7,500 pe~ Iter. Approved.

Exeo. Co • Mlnut B, 12/29150
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~HOOt OF THEMATIC

April

Acade 1c Or a zation

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOU IDATION Foundations

me ra Aca emic Pe sonnel

See fO e for booklets giving information
al 0 tor liB t curing various years ot te lows

\
trom the National Science Fo ation, both. pr
pos t-doc tora1.

D, National Soience Foundation

ontellows hips;
to the In titute
-doc tora 1 and
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o:cnOOL OF

OF

oad-.d.c orpniution

Biographical

10/17

VO. • JO

~~ f'rom J. von N..-ann to Dr. Oppenh.u.rl

"r dlIlCUII.ed the JIm rican l'.ath_tical SOCiet,y propoul to the l'at1onal Sci c
Foundat1o with l'ro~•••or Beg • the Seoretary of • The Wl 0 ret. to the
InaUtute have n been c ged ~ollaw.1

'Th. found of the In.U"-" tor lp'lced tudT ba. had a profoWld 1n1'l.UWl

o re.earch in Math-.tioa in th1e country. Th. ex1nenc. of a plac. wh re
II&th ttc1an8 can ather to do rq_rch without the burden of teaoh1.ng ba.
been ked:b- benet1c1al. NlIY.rthel.... it baa not been t Prt..r.Y purpoe
of the In8titut. to anise ..nina. o~ a croup of expert. all int8re.t.d in

I a .inal. -'1bjeot. and it haa in fact not d .0 in ~tio•• ·"

file D Amer. tho Soo.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 2: Sch. of Mathematics (cont'd) 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1952

C.O L OF MATHEMAmICS

11/17
11/18

Ao demio Organization

PRINe TON U IVERSITY (PALMER LABO .ATORY) Re tions wo I

OPPEIffiEIMER, R.

Oppenheimer, to Pais, von Neumann, an Yang, November 17, 1952.

He announoee that Princeton University baa embarked on a
stud. proj ct for a strong fooussing high energy acoelerator.
The PhYsics Department and Milton White, who i in ohar e of
the study, have aksed the Institute to particip te in th plannint
and di8oussion of the undertaking; and Oppenh61mer s suggested
that the three above-named and himself might serve from time
to time in t t apaoity. He says t y will meet resularly
weekly at 11130 a. m. on edna8days for these plannin disoussions.

on Nov mber 18, Milton White to Opp nhe1m r, expressing
pleasure, "tba t you have offere to throw the losti tu te power int 0
the multi-billion volt aooelerator design study whioh Prinoeton
is now organ1zi .n He says it is to the interests of the Atomic
Ener87 Co lesion, Princeton Un1verei ty, and the r ti tute tm 1;
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the outstanding group of soientists at the Institu e should
beoome 010 ely associ ted with a soientifio venture that will
surely carry us well beyond the bounds of pre ent knowled e.

D Pile, Aooelera or Panel- I /Prino ton Univ rslty Study Projeot
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1954 12/17

ARTICI T 0 I A I I T ATIO Aca jc pe son 1
~t9r.:J

COL OF MATHEMATICS Aca e lc Or anlz at! on
~ffkE', 11"~/"~I""c.(
1:¥-I9t:-~~c. unanimo .,

Th .ohool of Matbelll&t1os agre d/not to reoo end a
profesBorlal app Intm nt for Pro essor Charn~.

It unanlmou 1., agreed to recommend a profesBorlal
appolntment for Yang.

It dlsagr ed upon profeB orship tor Prof Bar Placzek.

So e of the berB of the School were unalterabl., oPPoBed to ~k
and the nomInation could not e co Id red wIth,)!J{ their
c::mcurreme. Tho e workl in tbeoretical phyBioB are firmly
oonvinoed the reoo n :atlon Bhoul be made.

e waB a d 1 oua Blon on above.

ProfeBBors Bethe, Bohr, and Rabl had wrltten In 1952 In
Bupport at a per nent polntment for Plaozek. These letters
read. Von Neumann oppos d the profesBorlal appointment.

were

\ .
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"The d,18ouaaion, tranacendi the merita of the
trxUvldual caae. touohed upon the ontolo 10al differenoe between
'perm ent' and 'profea.orial ' appoin ntB; on the
eairability of ivici the Sohool of Mathern tics into a

leotion devoted to pure athematics and another seotion
devoted to th oretioal physics; on troub1eso
natu ot anent non-professorial appoint entl."

aoulty Minutel, 12'17/54
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SCIlOOL 0

otbitl••

.lo._dJo or.ln1Htlon

ot till 81 on-wm ..ber. 1111't1d 1n Sohool of tiO. tor t firlt te
..thJ UO!&llI. The t.hft....1et&nt Uatld in tMe obool alao

tlo1ane.

Intlrrld th Prot.llor veblen. U/l1J1S5
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..-tc. L OF MA~'lID!lATIC

CTRO IC COMPUT' PROJ CT

Aoademic OrganIzation

Aoademl0 Acti Itl s

•

797,641

l~·m9 •
506,227

1,468,339

Balanoe Sh t ahowa I. A. • ha spent 865.271 on E. C.
d ot r had and would contrlbute £1,423,068.22, maki

total on 11abl1ity sid 1,488,339.

On a8 at ide, 0 t of 2 c puters ullt:
(Proj. 1 & 2)

Cost ot' bulldlMB

Proj. '13 continul researoh
Total

Project #3 In tltute baa oontracted for further
researoh an develop nt work on electronlc co putl
devlce••

DDUUVCIIjOOI% THe Burer'a Report, Iblt A
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funde, and in the latter the Publioation Fund of the In ti tute should pay.

Oppenheimer to Morse, Au t 25, 1955.

He agrees basioally and says that all the expena s ttl th Pub cation
funda are to be budgeted to them and not to the stipend or as istantship
funds. "With regar to m bera who are not paid by the Institute, and
Who are not on a oontraot, w may not be abl to adopt a uniform polioy.
Fellowships, like the Jewett Fellowship' of the ~ pa t, wnich provide
aome payment to the Institute for the fellows' expenses, clearly oblige
us to m et publioation oosts from the e funds. I do not know what the
vi w of the National Soienc Foundation or the Nationsl hese roh Counoil
wo ld be about grants for ublications to fellows. I do not believe
that they are likely to make suoh grllllt. I w l, ther fore, propo e
a unifonn general policy t t, for all members an usistants where we
agree with the wisdom of publication in the PROCE DING 0 THE NATIONAL

EMY 0 SCII NCES, we plQ' the 00 t of an extra p ge from publioation
funis; an in the o..s of members Who are her on oontraot. and where
the oontraot so permits, we 0 rge thie 00 t of publioation to the contraot.­
He sugests the tter be taken up for a prov 1 With t other mber of
th sohool. D Fil , Moree, Marston

. '.'~

~, o;~:.;..
'\) . -,:;,....:... ':''';.',
'.~ } ...' .
;J l' J,,;. •

... ... ':'f
.\ -~

..~.:. _.I...
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1955

v'SCHOOL OF MATH1iM!TICS

PRINCETOR 081VE!tSITY

PARTICIPATI< R IN AIMDlISmATION

FLEINER, A.

VON RElIUNN, J.

VEBLEN, O.

AU:IANIEIl, J.

RIEFIER, W.

IrrterrlArw with O. Veblen, 11/21/55

See vertioal File - INTERVIEWS

Aoadlmio Or~l&t1on

Relations W.O.A.I.

Ao__10 Pel'llonnel

Biographical

11/21
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1955

~C L 0' '!'HEf':A'T'Ie, (7)

APPDI S (1, $)

P/l TIerPb 0 I AD I I,T

GE RAL (6, 1)

DI CTOR (3, 6, 1)

F (I, 8)

RIEFL R, (I, 3, )

• 'A T (3)

12/1

Aoade 10 Or a 1zatlon

Aoad mio Personnel

TION (2, 3, 5, 9)

Administration

Biogr·ap oal

1 ST (5, 6)

F.E R (5, 6,1,8,9)

VEBL (I r· V )

Interview wlth Proressor Veblen, 12/1/55.

11e in V rtloal Fil under V bIen Intervle.s.
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~"HUlJL UF 1, \T!U .T ICS

~.TJ!E nICS

THEORETICAL PHY~ICS

Soc1o.J. discussion with i 'oressor

1410

~c demic Urgonizction

Acndemic ctivit1es

Bl:>gra hico.l

e, 1.2/10/55.

Filed under "M" in Vertlco.l File un-ier Interviews.

Social discU!.s10n with Profe~Bor Mors~,
; ,.;-.:~ , .
],;}~,,~~

i "'$\
,~ ~. "'1-'
./.. ';.•..~
'.:::'~ \''';'

..
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SOBO L 0

CHOOL 0

co 10 IC AND POLl' Ie...

1411~~llliMATICS

12/13

Ac~dem1c orga ization

OR"'E.

JE TT

• Biographical

VEB • O.

EIS NHART •

•

LI.T.S.

Interviow with PrOfessor Morse, D c ber 13, 1955.

Filed in Vertical File under Interviews.

Interview with Professor lorae. Decem er 13. 1935.

,
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1956

CHOOL 0 THEMATICS

1/10

Aoademio Organization

SC OOL 0 HUMANI TIC STUDIEf

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND OLITICS

POLICIES Administration

LEXNER, A. Biogr hical
EAR ., • •
HERZ~ , H T •
KANTO OWICZ, RNST
WOODWARD, E. L.
AL LDI, ANrREW
"'reGEL, CAHL LUI-WIG
PAULI, 'OLlGANG
PAllO S Y, ERWI

Intervi w with Pro essor Veblen, January 10, 1956.

Filed in V rt1oa1 Fi1 under Interviews.

Interview with Professor Veblen, January 10, 1956.
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1956

MHOOL 0 MATHEM TICS

APPOINTMENTS

WOODWARD. E. L.

1/19

Aoademic Organization

Aoa ernl0 Personnel

Bio raphical

Woo ward to Op. imer oonenti on the no inatlon of
Borel and Serre. He is wo rie about appointl suoh young men.

\
H. would not reel lt prudent to appolnt an hiatorian who
would e eligible to hol nis professorship for 35 years.
"Thirty-f1ve years in on .laoe se ms to e too 10 , and I
can't think of anyt ing--short of an exceptional situation such
as th t acoepted by von Neumann--wh10h wou attraot anyone away
from the Institute. Th1s bei so, if I am able to vis1t
the Institut in my lOOth year, 1 shall expect to find to re

prett «..-t«t- Old Guard."
for id1ble

D, E. L. Woodward
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~HOOL OF ~AY.ffEMATICS

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

BUDGET

BEBLEN, O.

EINSTEIN, A.

EISENHART

FLEXNER, A.

PANOFSKY

HERZFELD

2/8

Academic Organization

Finance

Biograph:l::al

Interview with Professor Oswald Veblen, February 8, 1956.

Filed in Vertical File under V,blen Interviews.

Interview with Professor Oswald Veblen, 2/8/56
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956

.,/Sello L O. 1'1 EMATIC

o , MAR"T

BIFKHOFF, GEO D.

Casual Int rview with Marston

Fll in Vertical 11e under

Casual Interview with Mor e, 3/26/56

3/26

Aoade 0 Or8&nlzatlon

Biogr hlcal

orse, March 26, 1956.

Or e Intervi ws.
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Acadewio Org nizatlon

1956

~ OOL OF M THEMATICS

COOL OF ECO. lCS AND P LITIeS

POLICIES Admlnla tr tlon

4/6

WODWARD. SIR LLEWELLYN

J TEIN. A.

LEXHE • A.

MIT NY

Blogr phloal

Interview with Sir Llewellyn Woodward. April 6, 1956.

Filed in Vertical F 1. under Woodwar ~ntervi W8.

lnt rv1ew with Woodward, 4/6/56
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1956

~ilOOL OF MAT rcs

CHOOL OF ECO'O IC AND POLL CS

STIPE S

GOTTMAN, JEAN

PAUOFSKY, RWIN

EARLE, h. M.

4/8

Academic Or aniz tiOD

Academic Personnel

Biog aphic

Dinner table cony rsati n with J til Gottman, April 8, 1956.

iled in ertical il under Gottman Intervie~s.

Conversation with Gottman,

'~M(
4~~~~::
.,,;( :.;..

...:( ...
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1956

/SOHOOL OF MATHEMATICS AOadomic Or anization

6/4

An artiole from The New York Ttmee, Mon· ay, Jun 4. 1956,
on a eurvey aponeored-OY tbi carnegIe Corporation made by
Edu ational Te ting Service on the teao of them tioe
in elementary and eeoondary levele of aohool.

Article filed in Vertical file under "M" for So 001
of Mathematioe.

!!l! !!!!! York 'J:imee, Mon ay, June 4, 1956.

,
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1956

VSCHO 'L OF MATHEMATICS

GERERAL (TE HE)

9/19

Acaa mic Or niz tion

Aoade io Procedures

Lett r trom E. L. Woodward to Oppenheim r, September 19, 1956,
regardingr

(1) ppoint nt of Borel an Serre to professorships in
the School of Mathe tics, and sari , ••• nrhow, as far as
~ jUdgment oes (and it obviously doesn't 0 far in choosing
mathematicianaJ) both proposals ••• to r.a.onabl•••• "
and that h. thinks the School of Math. tios has a good claim
to the next nomin tion to a profes-orship.

(2) He oesn't think it pradent to s l.ct a man of 32
year who will b. eli ible to hold his profe sorshlp for 35
y ars. He thir~s 35 y.ars in one place seems to b too long.
He can't think of anythi short of an exceptional invitation
such as that acoepte by von leumann whioh would ttract anyone
away from the I titute.

D, Woo war , E. L.
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ROCltEPEL

VEBlEN, •
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B10ltNlDh

LUDcheon oonyer .tl0 wi h e 1. , 12/1 /56.
1. in V rtloal tu. u Ir V.b11 Intory1. I.
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1956

CROCL MATHEMATIOS

THEMATICS

PHYSICS

DIRECT

VEBLEN, O.

MONTGO Y

AYDELOTTE

FLl&X1lER, A.

Academic Or anization

Academic ctiv1t1es

Adminia tration

Academ10 Personnel

B10graphical

Intervi w w1th Dr. Vebl n, Deoe b r 12, 1956.

F11e in Vertio 1 File under Veblen Interviews.
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1957

G AL EDUC TION BOA D

Jom HOPKIN

BRO IN I ilSTITIJ

DEGREE~

2/14

Foundations

Educational Institutions

Academic rocedures

BCBOOL 0 ISTORICAL STUDIE Aoa 10 0 zat10n

S'l'E~'ART, • • Bio ra hie 1

F , AJ3IlIUl.....

FLE:xmn ,

DIC", fA 0

Int rView with • W. St w t, ebru

PHed in Vertical Fll under St w t IlltBrvie s.

. ,
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1957 3/31

ATIC Aoac 10 rgan1zatlon

CROOL OF HISTORICAL S

BOA • GEO uE

EBIEn. O.

IF

io{raphl al

Intervl w with r, 0 Boas. aroh 31. 1957.

Fll in Vertioal File un er Bo 8 Interview••
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1951 6/27

Biographical

Academic Activities

Finance
Academic Organization

Corporation
Facilities
Academic personnel

FOUNDERS (1. 4. 5)
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS (1)
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION (2. 3)

APPOINTMENTS (4. 5. 6)
ECONOMICS (4)
ARCHAEOLOGY (4)
GENERAL (4)
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES (4. 6)
~CHOOL OF MATHEMATICS (6)

GOLDMAN (1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6)
AYDELOTTE (1. 3. 4)
HOUGHTON (l)
OPPENHEIMER (2)
VEBLEN (3. 6 )
MORSE (3)
FLEXNER (4. 5. 6)
THOMPSON (4)
BAMBERGER, LOUIS (5)
BAMBERGER. LAVINIA (5)
MERITT (6)
PANOFSKY (6)

~.!oo°!4.NA~.,(6~.z; ~ If'/
Interview with Hetty Goldman, June 27, 1957.

Filed in Vertical File under Goldman Interviews.
r '
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