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/mz., HERMANN Blographical
VEBLEN, 0.

Veblen'y correspondence with Jeyl began in 1922,
and continued through the years, becoming particulsrly
frequent during the period after Weyl returned to Xmrxmamny
Switzerland in 1929, and then went to GBttingen.

The correspondence showed that Fine Hall was completed
for occupancy late in 1929,

Veblen's ¥iles
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AMEYL, 1,

Weyl's resignation from Princeton University's
Department of Physies announced Page 04, Report of sf the
President, Princeton Upniversity.

From Princeton Upiversity, The Official Register, Volume XXI, No. 1
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
ECONOMICS (p. 12)

FELLOWSHIPS (pp. 13, 1k, 16) ' Academic Personnel
ASSTSTANTS (p. 11

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Procedures
SEMINARS (pp. 15, 16)

POLICIES (pp. 4, 17, 18) Administration
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (mo 6' 7’ 12’ 16. 17) R.hum W.0.A.1.
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (p. 5)

BUILDINGS AND GROUNBS (pp. 12, 15) Facilities

TRUSTEES (p. 3) Corporation
FLEXNER, A. (pp. 2, 13 Blographical

BIRKHOFF, GECRGE (pp. 4, 5)

“WEYL, H. (pp. 6, 9, 10, 12, 1, 16, 17)
m’ K. PP 9 ]l,

EEFSCHETZ (p. 17

ALEXANDER (p. 17

See Digest Veblen-Flexner Correspondence

VEHLEN - Bto'l'lph:hl.l 1930-32
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FRIRCTOP UNIVEREYP?Y Relations WAl
HAZVARD

MORSE, MARSTON Blogreghieal
VERLEN, 0,

RINTEIN, Ao

DICREOW

DREROPP

s, wwars

Interview with Prefessory Morse, May 25, 1956/,
Filed in Vertical File under Nores Interviews,

interview with Moree, 5/25/56
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1931 2/18
GEMERAL Acadenic organisation
QENERAL Facilities

LEFSCHETZ, S, Bilographieal

\/am, He

;arnhh (Dept. of Mathemsties, Princeton University. written from Taoramina, Itely) to

"Ihds is an attempt 0 auswer the two questions which you proposed to me in
rrinceton:

I. Fow would 1 go about organising e I.A.0. LI thie fell to my lob.

II. How would 1 organise its mathesaticel depertmont if asied to do so.

"There are or have been in the U.S. maxy Institeticns of higher leamming
and tzey fall int two main groupst
L-punmtnu (Aervard, Wisconsin...)

ery small Institwtions (C '“‘.p .- Il M. Ro! ‘J e a8

z--um %‘ﬁﬁ"cm.?h ﬁf- number of men

B we have




From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

" : $88 - K
mmm iy :.m.m_
umu.m 3 m_ 153 3
wmmmm .mm MM .g.mm“. i
52 §75d:8 _m mm
i it it
3953 _rm. i um:m
] bt Ll
il h
._.w.. w:.
: .mmwm.{m. i
__ i m_w

Lifs 1pid m_ 1



From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

uum - s
il % i

: _%

m .: .,... .,w.mm
.um u
,_g il
it _:_u_m, “ﬂ i
m“. Mm. mxm Tt
qx mum uma u_mm

il It B



From the She‘l_by White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

m

_m

_mmmm
N“NMMMM.

m-muumw
-

~

File III-13



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

MATHEMATICE Academic Activities
/ﬁ:!t., HERMARN Biographleal
PLEXNER, A,

Correspondence officlal I. A, 5, flle,

A, 10/18/56
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/WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
SCHROEDINGER
HEISENBERG

IAS official bradded file on Weyl beginning with
rejection cable January 12, 1932--Letier of second appointment
September 9, 1933 not in file but correspondence is and also
revision of terms April 27, 1934 account uninsurability of
Weyl's life, countersigned by Weyl.

A, 10/18/56, Bradded section IAS files on Weyl
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1932-33 15%5

/ WEYL, HIRMARN Biographical

Corres ondence between Flexner and Weyl begin ing with
Flexner's letter February 15, 1934 saying that if idea of
IAS Interests Weyl (sending Bulletin #1) Flexner will come to
Europe to see him, and sxkingxwkkidispkizxzxhindxzax ending
with Weyl's cabled acceptance January 5, 1933,

IAS bredded file removed bodilye-=lst appointments letters
there in file,

A, 10/18/56, veyl
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1932-1933 _Boume

COURANT, DR, MICHARD Blographleel
PLEXHE , A.

/(n:.. BLAW AN N

Gorrespondente betw-en Courant end dexmer on lormann Weyl,
and of feor to Cowrant, himsell, tarough Lr. J84ls Dolr,

115
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February 17

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Acadenic Organization
WEYL, H RMANN Biographical
COURANT, R,

FLEXNER, A.

Plexner to Courant February 18, 1933.

Telles Courant econfidentially that about a year ago one
of Weyl's colleagues in America showed his letter from Weyl:
uvzworm-tummumnmmmungu
reconsider a previous invitetion to come to America. This
led Flexner to talk to Weyl in aSttimgen, Furthermore, -
Aydelotte saw Weyl dming during summer end cabled Vle:ner
Weyl wanted a definite propoaition,

The confidential source was Veblen (S8ge Flexner to
Veblen, February 1, 1933, re: Weyl),

115
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VEBLER, O, Blographiocal
/ﬁu, HERMANY
Mpde Balley to Bnlbir or informing him of a letter
to Mr, Bamberger ‘ﬂ‘ uld informing them of a letter
dated June 3 from ln:nuv in whioh he says he had a
very satisfactory time in GBtti o Weyl is interested.
He also had several long talks with Veblen., "“Wherever I
have gone, I have been told that he is the ablest of our
American mathemeticians, and the men on whose jJjudgpment I can
moet fully rely. I tluurm asked him whether in the event
that the Princeton authorities were entirely willing he would
come into our group. He thought that the Princeton authorities
would feel 1t a great distinetion for him to do so and that
they would interpose no difficulty whatsoever, and ass for
2§==¢1r‘ he looked upon it as the greatest opportunity of his
.es

D, Bamberger, Louls, 1930-1936
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1932 7/

VEBLEN, 0, Blograpnical
AEYL, HERMANN
BINSTEIN, A,

cBDEL
Veblen , .
Elxxmax in Germeny to Ylexmer, July 7, 1932.

"Your telegram saying t het the guection of my appointment was
settled reached me in Vienna, Some days later there came & very pleasant
letter from Eisenhart., And I eam now quite ecomfortably thinking of
myselfl as & part of the new Institute,

"From Weyl I hear that he is coming to Derlin next Monday (1lth)
for an interview with the Minlsterium., He says he has also
spoken with some of his colleagues in GSttingen (which he had to do, I
think), I have meanage@ so far to say nothing except to Weyl and
Einstein. On our arrival here we found two 1letters from Mrs, Einstein
and w ¢ spent yesterday eovening with the Einsteins and Dr, Mayer, It was
interesting to find that Einstein is strong ror the All Souls idea, He
is sgainst luxury. Fressed for details, he sald that the public rooms of
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the Athensum in Fasadena are too luxuricus but the dwelling rooms are
no$. 1 found the latter extremely comfertable, to say the least. The
great question in the Einstein "amily now 1s what sort of a letter will
come from Milliken...

"In Vienna I confirmed ell the favorable adeounts of Dr. Lurt
G8del that I have been hearing. He is 25 years old and has made the most
important discovery im of recent years in mathematical logle., VWhat I
wanted to check up was his grasp of mathemstics in general, and I found
this extremely sood, He 1s well mannered and cultivated, My suggestion
would be to offer him a lectureship for one year at §3,000 (salary of
a Commonwealth Fellow). From his po/nt of view this would probably come
best & year from now as his VHabitilation' and first regular tessching
are scheduled for next year., But from our point of view 1t might be
well to get him in touch with American conditions before he has had time
to grow into a position here. Hies value is well understooed both in
Germany and in Austria,

"Als0 I was much impressed with the fact that Menger, with whom
GBdel studied, 1s himself only 30, He has done a lot in a few years,”
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He then goes on to tell Dr., "lexmer that he has decided he wante
to take on Dr, Alfred Foster as his assistant, He could be very useful
in general in a different way from Vanderslice, He thinks that Foster
may make another connection wnlch would be good for him, He has been
@ Rockefeller Fellow in GBttingen this yesar. Veblen was his professor
when he took nles doctorate ut Princeton,

IV -« 21
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1932 /1

-

_/‘E!L, EIRMANN Biographical
VEBLEN, 0,
AYDELOTT:, F,

Aydelotte wired Flexner July 1, 1932, '"Through
accidentally meeting Veblen and Weyl here, learned following
developments which seems advisable, lleport to you. Weyl
consulted Minis try Monday without clear result. He can go
no further without formal of fer. Apparently he needs offer
by cable immwediately if he is to sebtle matter this summer
otherwise decislon impossible until after November since he
must consult GBttingen scientific faculty. Ministry prepared
grant two years leave. Weyl thinks you want permanent
appointment or three years minimum. If Weyl comes permanently
prefers begin April next., If only temporarily he thinks it
fairer to Institute begin following autumn, ve natural ly
sald nothing to commit you in any way only advising Weyl
communicate with you directly. OCend this cablegram on
possible chance you might want Weyl's decision promptly. Letter
follows,..Aydelo te"
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The letter confirmed and elaborated. Weyl, Veblen and
Azdelotte d ined withthe Einsteins. Yhey were all enthusiastic
about the Institute,

Einsteln intimated he wants Mayer to have an independent
appointment, not as his assistant,

Aydelotte more impressed as time goes on with wisdom
Flexner2s cholce of Vgblen,

A, Tlexner Correspondence, 1925-1933 (10/17/56) returned
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Anr HERMANN Biographical
FLEXRERYXKX EINTEIN,A .

Flexner to Bgmberger, July 18, 1932, from Magne tawan.

He has had a letter from Weyl of GBttinpgen dated
July k4, telling him that he has not yet becn @ le to see the
Ministry but that he will do so within the near future., He
has, however, had a note from Professor Einstein telling xim
afxhix Weyl of Einstein's acceptance of our offer.

Weyl says, "This is what can be certainly called a
moet excellent beginning, and I congratulate you on your success,"

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1930-1936

v e
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1932 1/26

s Oe Biog ephical
WEYL, HFMANN

AYDELOTTE, P,
FLEX'ER, A,

Plexner to Bgmberger, dgy July 26, 1932,

Since writing Mre. Fuld yesterday, he has had a very

interestin: letter from elotte, Qniu agecldental ly
elotte, Veblen and “eyl met in Berlin. This 1s an
tract from Aydelotte's letter:

"Weyl, Veblen, and I dined on Mgndiay night with the
Einsteins, I was mueh impressed with the enthuslesm
which Einstein and indeed all three expressed for the
new Institute, Thelr feeling seems tob e that of

the whole Oermen learned world, I have seen Vegblen
several times, and the more I see of him, the more I
h-u lzmm with the wisdom of your e oiu both as to

D File, Bamberger, Louis, 1930-193%

111ty and as to his personality.
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IAS Trustess - Hasas, Herbert H.
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& 1932 gﬁ: %ﬁ‘;
8/26

POUNDERE Corporation
/mr.. HIRMANK | Blographieal
PLEXNER, Ae

Plexner writee Bgmberger in Newark that he has had
two important letters from Weyl in GBttingem and also has
just discussed the matter with Courent who has been with
him in Magnetawan. %I belleve that Weyl will come to us, but
before making him fimal offer wish to confer with you and
others avallable, Can arrive New York ten forty daylight
saving Tuesday or Vednesday morning next week,"

On Aggust 19, 1932, Bemberger wires Flexner. “Mps, Fuld
and I foeel that you should not make trip to city, Maass in
New York Tuesday next, Leldesdorf not avallable today. We
feel that if Weyl is seriously interested he will come on
reasonable terms that you csuld offer, Our greetings to
Mra, Fleamer you and family,”

ORTR (e Lo My g T TR (7 s R e
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On August 22, 1932, Flexner wires Bgmbe . ger he has
nailed a memorandum to them,

Augnst 22, 1932, Plexner to Bamberger .

He writes a memorandum presenting eall the relevant
facts regarding Weyl to Samberger, and gsends a dr.ft of a
letter which ecan bo mailled to him if Bambe ger and Mps, Fuld,
Mr, Leidesdorf and lir, Masss agree.

nﬁ- 1932, Bamberger wires Flexner, Have mailed
youlr] letter ‘o Ppo or Weyl today. Maass Lgldesdorf and
undersigned find lt entirely satisfactory. Trust it will
bring the bacon,

D, Bamberger, Louls, 1930-1936

Wi
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PLENER, A, Blegraphical
LEIDESDORP, SANGEL D,

YL, sy

Floaner is at Yegnetawan, Flsaner to Leldesdorf
Auguet 22, 1932, ’

“Today and tomorrow I shall spend in a lotter
to and mesorandum regarding Professor Weyl of GBtt who
will, I think, come %o us, I shall sand coples to Mp,.

snd Mra, Fuld, you and Mp, Masss for your careful
consideration before ! mail the final of fer to him, If he
accepts, we shall be able to announce in the asutusm the
strongest mathematical group ar as 1t goes, that exists
in any universlity in the wor

Dy lLeldesdorf, Samuel, D., 19301935
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1532 i
NCMINATIONS lesdemie Personnel
/ WETL, HEHMANN "iograshieal

ALEXANDER, JAMES W,

i'ﬂ-ﬂ,(‘, Cf\.-._._,

M.’ Pe g3

“RESCLVAD, That the letier ted by the Direetor to be sent to Profeszor
Buvmann eyl of (56 University of GOLtingen As sppseved and that the Divester 4
to transait the sams end to sooure the servigas of Professor Weyl en
dofindd,

"The Director thereupon supgested the edvisebility of appeinting an sdditional
prefessor in the ichool of Hathematics eand stated that he would like to secure the sarvices
of Profegacr Junes Waddell Alexandsr of Princeten University, a younger and yet dis-
tinguiehed mathematician,

'mmm,mmmmmwunzun-m
Professor ilexander and to te the Committee or Board for approval terms upon
which such association adght established."

Vel. 1, do. §
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1932 12/%

TRAUKING Acedealc Procedurcs
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATIOCS Acadenie Organizstion

Ly RERMANN Biographical
COUTANT, R, Biogravhical

Flexner to Couramt, Decemter 1, 1932,
Letter flled in Chromological file under 1932, 1&/1% .
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1932 /16
LR 8 Acadenie rersonvel
SCHOOL OF RATHEMATICS A adenje Up.a dzetion
VEBLEN, O, Blogre; hleal

/ WEYL, MiRMawN
PLEXENR, A.

Gmestion as to whetier members should be afumltted only So
work with designsted professer, or gensrally.
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93335

FOLICEED Aged o letragien
BALAL IES Avsdenle erssnael

PRADKIURTER, P, Blogrepniceld
FLRYBIS, Ko
v 5
FIETLEV, Wy
VIDIEN, U
AYDELOTEE, P,
EVRNARY, ¥,
TRUSTERS Tne Jovporetion

mmﬂu.w-m af ‘vonkiurter
vegrong for t tion of kis servicess by foard,
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SCHOCL OF MATHEMATICS
FACULTY

VEELEN, O,

FIEXNER, A.
VON NEUMANN, J.

ALEXANDER, J.

Excerpts from Mrs. Veblen's diary, 1933

See SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS - Academic Organization

Jan.

Academic Organization
Academic Personnel

Biopgraphical
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1533

NCMINATICNS Academic Personnsl
/WETL, HERUAM biegraphical
ALEZANDER, JAMES W.

rdogrephiical date; Finules 1/9/33, ppe 35

Vol. I, ties 10

1/



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

1933 /8
PRINCETCH UNIVERSITY ' Relaticns WOAL
MEXL, BEEMARN blogrepaivel

ALEXANDER, JAMES ¥,
Or, Flumer reported in parts

"l sannot suillelently apress sy gratitude Lo Loe autuorities of Friwcsten Unie
voralty, who have whole-heartedly codparsted with me in the endeavor (0 make our own group
as stromg w8 poesibles, Ths men chacsen ars psretnal friends of the men wlrsady eugaged
in Frinseton, and there is therefors every prospoct of the acet wholesoms and intlaate
eofperation, Anong Lemsaives Lhe men have agroed tasl Lueir respective studeats may
MN-MMlm&mho&w,nhn,mmmvdmb
mumﬂummmmw-qmmmmmua
single great erganisstion.®

m.z.“.m.m.",
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1933 113

VOE NEUMANE, J. blographical
, WETL, WERMANN

Flsxner to Veblen (Prino. Univ,):

....

“] Lhad a pleagsnt Interview with vonfeumann this morning, and I anticipate
no difficulties whatsoever in concluding arrangmments regarding him,

"I have cabled Weyl as fellowss
'"Resignation accepted., Please regard matter ec confidential entil you
mluu;rhttwﬂm teday, An returming your letter of third

"I have written a letter of which the enclosed is a copy.

LA R

Fils V<21




From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

1933

JWETL, HERMANN

CODRANT, RICHARD

Flexner to Courant (Univ. of GBttingen):
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who will our
Wayl sheuld recover his health and vigor and that he should
remorse, in so far as 1 an concerned.

*This letter you are
entire group.”

1
3
:
E
:
:
g
i
N
z

File II5




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the §helby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

1933 2/

/WEIL, HERMANN Biographigal.
Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ,):

'...

"I am retwning the letter from Courant, which is thoroughly satisfactory, and
also a copy of a letter which I am writing him this morning, T am glad to know that
you yourself have written Weyl. Please do everything in your power to buek him wp. I
heard last night from Aydelotte that Weyl's physician had forbidden his coming to Swarthe
more., I do not see that anyone is %o be blamed., Certainly we put no pressure upon Weyl
to come, and his collsagues put no pressure upon him to stay. The ineident is one of
those unfortunate things which can only be deplored. The string of events was begm
by Weyl himsdf when he wrote you that he would like to regonsider his declination of the
Princeton offer. All we can do now is to help restore his morale.

File Iv-2l
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» WEYL, HERMANN Biographical

Veblen to Flexmer (NYC):

"I spent last evening compesing an answer to a letter from Weyl. He wrote
from Berlin where, as he said, he was in the hands of a nerve specialist, He seems
still to be in a state of mental depression and bad health. He feels that he has
treated you and everyone else very badly and gave me something of an analysis of what
has been and is his state of mind. It agrees quite well with what we heard from Courant
and also with a letter which I had a week ago from Mrs. Weyl. I am still not clear,
however, as to whether he feels that his final cablegram was ghistake due to his depres-

sion or whether in accepting he was acting contnry to his deeper nature. I wrote him
a reassuring letter and told hin a good deal about what has been done over the personnel
question,”

File TV-21
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Piographical
FMexner te Courant (Univ. of G8ttingen):

933

bl

GCURANT, RICHARD
/UEYL, HERMANN

From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.
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/WEYL, H, Blographical
BRRNAYS, PAUL
Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

"I communicated with Aydelotte as you suggested but hisz Comittee decided that
it was not advisable to renew the Swarthmore invitation to Weyl for next year. I expect
that Aydelotte will talk with you about the matter when he sees you. After consulting
Eisenhart and Lefschetz, I sent the following cablegram: 'Have consulted Flexner., Offer
can not be remewed now., Shall "I seek another arrangement even if temporary?'

"The point of the last sentence is that in case Weyl is in real difficulties,
I think it not unlikely that something could be done about it. At least, I should wish

to try. His cablegram, however, is explicitly answered by my second séntence. What I
received from him I enclose a copy of.

"I enclose herewith the letter from Bernays which I have answered by saying that
there is no opening in the Institute."

File Iv-2l
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/1
%;
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Acacenic ‘psm{_ ation
o HUTMANK Biographical

FLEXNEN, A.

The only papers in this file appertaining toc any of
the appointment metters respecting Weyl are L letters from
Professor Dr, H, Zangger of the Medical Institute of the
University of Zlrich at zlrioh in Switgzerland uppertaining
to Weyl's health,

The first is directed to Flexmer, April ZX 12. 1933, &nd
explains that Weyl's health was bad because he overdid
prematurely after a very severe case of influenza,

This was responded to by Flexner, May 1, 1933. He
informed Zangger that before he received Zangger's letter of
April 12, he had "teken tha s to have Professor Weyl
invited to delivir a course of lectures in the autumn at
Swarthmore College. This will give us an op tortunlty teo
talk over the whole situation. Your explanation of
Frofessor Weyl's illness satisfles me completely,"
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Flexner to Zangger, May 29, 1933 after another le tter
from 7 » noting that Weyl iu completely recovered his
health, exner says he understands "Professor YWeyl is now
almost alone in GBttingem/." He aske Zangger whether Veyl
had made arrangements with the Ministry to come to America
to deliver the lectures at Swarthmore College. There i
disaussion about the general situation in Ggmany about
wiieh Flexner epays the American people are very angry and
disallusioned,

The measages go from Zangger by mouth through other
people, apparently.

July 18, 1933, Fléxner to #M Zangser, enclosing a
letter to Weyl inviting him te become professor in the
Sehool of Mathematies at 1, A, 8, This is to be forwarded
by underground, These are the o letters of the 1933
period wiich remain in the file. er corresponience in
tads ril s from 1935 on to 1945, and consis ts of
affidavits of the residence of Hqi. eto,, expenne
aocounts, notes about Weyl's asthma, ete, The correspondence
wnich h{u’l in this file has been removed.

D Pile, Yeyl, Hermann, 1933-1
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1933 5/1

FLEXNER, A, Biographical
" WEYL, HETMANN
ZANGGER

Flexner to Zangper. He has had Weylinvited to
Swarthmore to glve lectures in autumn,

D, Weyl, 1933<45
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~WEYL, H. Blographiecal
NEUGE PANER, O,
FARKAS
PONTRJAGIN
LEFSCHETZ
SCY00L OF ECONCMICS & POLITIGS Academic Organisation
Veblen to Flexner (KYC(s
"] return herewith the letter from Weyl and the correspondence with Dr. Hleick.
I have kept the copy of your letter to Dr. Zangger but I will return it if you wish, I
should think this letter would put Weyl at his ease as far as it is possible to do so.
Hies fear that he would have to teke over the Directorship of the Institute at Gottingen
ie probably well fowvnded for Bohr's informetion that Cowrant has been 'given a leave of
absence' seems to be quite definite. I have suggested Courantg's name & a couple of

places where they need a man to build up & mathematics department. He would be ideal for
such an undertaking.
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|

*I think 1t very likely that Neugebauer will also be dismissed because he is
well known as & radical in politics. I believeit is quite true that he ocoupies a
unigue position as an historian of mathematics.

“I am going to talk with Taylor of owr Chemistry Department about Farkas, I
seem to remember that the chemiste think very highly of him. I suppose you noticed in
the morning paper that Haber himself has resigned.

"] can't help returning to the point that if the funds could be made available,
now would be a golden opportunity for starting some of the other departments. But this
idea is so obvious that you have doubtless already considered it from all points of view.

"Mrs. Bailey's account of the grants in aid in her letter of May 3rd agrees
entirely with my notes on the subject except that there should also be set adide $2200
for travelling and extra expenses in the case of Pontriagin. You will recollect that we
agreed with Lefschets that a total of $3000 should be available for this case and we
decided to make the stipend small in order to have a good large reserve on account of
the pecularities in his situation. Contrary to what I wrote in one of my letters last
week, this means that we have now disposed of §500 out of our additional $5000,."

File IV-21
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5/

¢4ﬁxtu HERMANN Biographical
FLEXNER, A.
ZANGGER, Dr,. H.
Flexner to Dr. H. Zangger, Zuriche-understands, "Weyl
overburdened since he has also had letters from his colleagues,

who are in Zurich or Italy, who tell me that Professor Weyl
is now almost alone in GBttingen."

D, Weyl, H., 1933=35

¥
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1933 ;M

/WEYL, H. Biographical
VEBLEN, O,

Veblen to Flexner saying that as of that morning a cable had been sent him from
Weyl "Situation so threatening that I should accept visiting professorship Madrid
December to April with regular leave from Gottingen if possible..." Veblen recommended

that even if it were only a grant-in-aid he would be so valuable that the Insitute should
again make him an offer.

in Swarthmore
blen to Flexner, 7/18/33. Weyl accepted an invitation to lecture
llln‘l;x.m. 27, Nov. 15, 17, 23, 1933. The govermment granted him leave for this

purpose.

File IV-19
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1933 L%' 7/

m" O Biographical

/ﬁﬂ.. HERMANN

FIEXNER, A.
BAMBE RCER

Flexner to Veblen.

*I am greatly moved by your letter and by Weyl's, On the
strength of them both, I have written Mr, Bamberger, becauce
I do not like, in view of past circumsteances to take action without
his knowledge, and indeed I have no legal eauthority to do so.
Should he econcur, I feel sure that the Executive Comnittee
will ratify the action, I will communicmte with Weyl and with
you wire as soon as I have a reply. * I em sending you a

copy my letter to Mr, Bamberger.
Flexner to Bgmberger Jnlvh 1933,
m & 0od many months gut Frofessor Veblen and I have

been in cmatin about Profezsor .gl.. and Professor Vebdn
hn l-d several lette:s from n-. In ition, I wrote his
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ieian in Zérich, Professor Zangger, and...it is quite

vious to me now that Weyl's hesitation was due to the
faet that he was in 111 health last winter, and that his
fimal declination was really ereditable to him rather than
otherwise, for, as he was not well at the time, he was
afraid that he would not do justice to the opportunities
of the Institute., Since then both hils physicians assure me
that his health is perfect, end certainly hie letter s to
both Veblen and myself have been in the highest degree
satisfsctory end dignified," He then saye that Veblen has
told him that Weyl has been offered a position at Madrid,
and that 1f there is not likely to be an opening with us
in Prince he is disposed to accept it on account of
current conditions in Germany. Mre. Veyl mdex agrees in
a postscript,

He goes on to suy thet in V. blen's mind if we could
add Weyl to the methemetical group, it would be the most
distd shed and able group of methematioians in the world,
Vellen is stronmgly of the opinion that we ghould do this,
and Flexner agrees with him ar'ter long reflection., I should
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ot feel obligated to make Weyl the proposition I made him
a year ago, for conditions have changed, and the of fer
sontained a great extras whilch I should now drop, I
should simply offer the sclary which Veblen received
and the pension errangements with the Teschers Annuity
Association, I belleve on these terms he will eome and be
lupp‘. If you and Mrs, Fuld are willing, you may tele raph
me at Burke Falls. tells Bamberger he is cending a copy
of this letter to Veblen, md shall not set affirmatively
until all of us agree, Veyl's appointment would beglin
Ogtober 1. 1’&-

V File, Fle.ner, Abraham
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1933 ;ﬁg
/2
Corporation
/ WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
FIEXNER , A.

Flexner's long letter to Hamberger, July lk}.l”).
presenting the revived question of ajpointing Ppofecsor Weyl.

Bgmberger's wire to Flexner, July 19, 1933, "Mrs, Fuld
lnl I are surprised that you m'tnm aol.uu-hg lql.. i

...g.w his muormmnthu last year, Ogr
uuhu ng that to take his place,

Wam greetings to llC‘ They tohlrlph this from Agbury Park.

There is a age letter from Flezmer to Bamberger,
lhs 1933, explai the Weyl matter further in a
isputatious ne He quotes Vgblen freely end uses
him ap an ally. Disavows ressure on the founders, and
prefers to let the natter rest until the fall when m sub ject
oan be talked over, He holds out the bait of distinetion.
Again disavows persuadion, He quotes Aydelotte for Weyl,
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pimoe Aydelotte needs Weyl, and has a spot for him to
lecture/ in the fall.

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1930-1936
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1933
FIEXEER, A, Blograrhisal
LEIDESDONY, 8, D

/lﬁ, HERMANYT

Fleanet to Leidesderf from Magnetawan, July 15, 1933,

e 1o writing a=sbher-iobboseboscond aznlin about 'l‘ql-
to Mp, Bgaberger with a to Mr. Naass, whioh he suggests
l.uuurr see, pugzesting that we offer a position to ml.
in clear frox my correspondence with ais

ZPrioh and my talk with Dr, Lichtwitz of Ber that his
hoslitation and declination lasrt yesr were dus to ill health,
eotiton, 1 n assuscd by S0th @en thet he hue Semsistely
position, am & aen s

recovered, Should he come S0 we, &8 Veblen and elotte hope
and desire « and 1 92 oy, we would have the mcet distinguished
::lh-ulul faculty that :2-“ in the . i:ru. ?;.Lgﬂor o

. l.du-q! makee olear geners on wh wn

pmodtq.

D, Leidesdor?, Samusl D., 19301935
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1933 7/18

FLEYRER, A, Blograchical
ZANOOER Blagrapnlcal
WEYL, REFMANN

FPlexner gends Zangger a letter inviting Weyl to Is As &y
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1933 /22
WEYL, HERMANN Biographical

VEBLEN, O.

EMIGREES Academic Personnel

Veblen (Hancock County, Maine) to Flexner:

"Meantime a letter from Weyl writtem in Zurich on the 8th has arrived and I am en~-
closing it, though I am not convinced that it is the one referred to in his cable to you.
However it throws a good deal of light on his situation and the feelirg he has of un=-
certainty regarding his prospects. The remark (sheet 2) that you would hardly be human
if you didn't feel it necessary, after his behavior last winter, to make your decision
depend on the personal impression which he makes~-is rather touching!"

File 1V-l9
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VEBLEN, O, Biographical

,,nérr.. HERMANN

FLEXNER ,A,
BAMBERGER

Flexner to Veblen.

Mr. Samberger has jJust to].oplghd he hesitates asbout

eyl, fearing thet he may be an unstable fectoer or in poor
he Flexner saye helms no legal right % act, and he
believes 1t is wiseat to defer any action until he van buu
the Executive Comaittes together on his return to New fork
about the middle of September. He suggests Veblen write
Weyl asking him to postpone an ansverto Madrid until he has
had a chanceto telk with me when he comees to Owarthmore in
the early fall, "With tagtful management, I believe it will
come out well in the end,
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'hmr to Veblen, July 25, 1933.

Aydelotte has just come over to pay us & brief visit,
and he thinks I d1d right in not pressing the matter of
Professor Weyl by mall on Mp. rger and Mrs, Fuld, He
will call & meoeting of the Executive Committee Just as
soon &3 he goes back to New York,

Flexner says that e has cabled Weyl that the Executive
Committee will meet in the middle of September.

XX V File, Flexner, Abraham
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1933 /24
FOUNDERS The Corporaticn

/WEYL, HERMANN “iographical
VEBLEN, O.

Flexner ((ntario, Candda) to Veblen (Hanceck County, Maine):

"I hove just had a2 telegram from Mr, Bamberger showing that he hesitates atout
Weyl, fearing, I think, that he may be an unstable factor or in poor health. Inaswuch
as 1 have no legal right to act, I balieve it is wisest to defer action until 1 can bring
together the Bxecutive Committee on my return to New York about the middle of September
and explain to them the entire situstion. eeee *

File IV<19
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1933 /25
EMIGRFES icadenic Personnel
JWEYL, HERMANN viog raphical
AYDELOTTE, ¥
mm’ A.

flemer ((ntarioc, Canada) te Veblen (lancock County, Maine):

President Aydelotte, Chairmman of ixecutive Committee, has talked over Weyl matter
with Flemer., Thinks that Flexner did right in not pressing matter by mail on Fr. Bam-
berger, and will call meeting of Exece Coom. 2s scon as Flemer gets back to New York.

Fe is also strongly in favor of inviting eyl to joind groupe

File iV-19




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leii“rchives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Prince[n, NJW ’ 7 /&1
VEBLEN, 0, Blographical

/Gn.. HiEMANN
PLEXNER, A,
BAMBERGER
EINCTEIN, A,

Flemner to Veblen,
L
This morning I received from nﬁ"n-mu & telogram

from London which reads: "“very ¢ Opfiecial invitation
::I Gom' professors be expedi a8 they may not be allowed
eaves

V File, Flexner, Apraham
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VEBLEN, 0. Biographiecal

AmyL, ERsAnn

FLEXNER, A,
BAMBEROLR

Flexner to Vebk n.
He has written two notes July 29 to Flexmer which are

not in file,

has asked elotte to visit Bamberger and Mrs, Fuld
wand talk over a of matters, ineidentally the Weyl matter,
I hope and believe that the can be ironed out so t

lql. gan bring his wife and chi n with him, If Mr, Damberger
|and Mrse Fuld were young, the incident would give me concern,
‘Ap 1t 18, I do not feel thtt there is anything for us to

worry sitout, so far as the future of the Institute 1s comserned,
With & Board cors tituted as our :ll. the academic polint of view
will prevail in scademic -lun.

V FPile, Flexner, Abraham

P
g A i
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VEBLEN, 0. Biographical
ANEYL, HERMANN

FLEXNER,A,

BAMBERCER

EINSTEIN, A.

Flexner to Veblen, August 21, 1933.

He 18 hopeful that we shall make the permanent
uptohw for Weyl and e year's invitation to Courant
(Richard), though I do hoge that Courant will be reinstated
in G8ttingen,

Veblen has been in correspondence with Lowan in regard
to the fulle-time work expected of Einstein, nppmntg.
Flexner agrees with Vegblen that we don'y wahh to establish
to o many precedents. "I think there are one or two tl:u.ng:
that we will have to insist upon, end full time during ¢
abbreviated year is one of them, that ought t o apply not only




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

to workers, but to members of the Faculty. Of course, I do

not mean that you or Alexander or Eims tein should not during

the tem attend sclentific meetings or meke selentifie

addresses, but I do mean that the taking on of additiond

chairs end professors:ips, as Elns tein has done, does not seem
to me to harmonize with the spirit of our undertaking.

lowever, this is a matter which I shall take up with Einstein

in the :ouruofﬂuynr. I beg you not to mention 1t So
anyons.

V File, Flexner, Abreham
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1933 /a3

TOCEDERS Corcoration
P. P u“‘llll

WEYL, H:FMANN

YELRE COUWANT

Flexnor to Demberger and ¥ps, Fald, August 23, 1933.

.rdcut hee written Lim that he and ::. iyCelotie
visi the founders, and theax:hadrgenarsha ¢t they hed all
pone ‘ into the veyland Courant matiers and had
come %o an undorstam to be spubmitted to the Lxeeutive
Committee to be held r Floxner returns,

D, Bgmberger, Louis, 19301936
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Soures! IAS Trustees - Maass, llerbert &,
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1933 Aug. 3v - Sept./

v - Biographical
COURANT

VEELEN, 0.

Veblen to Flexner. Two formal le tters containing the same information, one sent
to Magnetawan, the other to the Institute, recommending Weyl and Couwrant for appointment.
The argument he makes for W is that he is a great mathematician whose work is noted
among mathematicians as well admired Apd respected by himself as a mathematician. Rieh
in ideas and very original and also in a field which would not overlap too much that of
any other professor of mathematics in the Institute. ixckdwxaxk He also says that
Weyl's "oscillations" of last winter have not influenced the feelings of mathematicians.
The implication is that they understand how severe was his trial.

He is much more qualified in his approval for a year's appointment for Cowrant.
He does not approve for the Institute the type of institution which Courant instituted in
Gottingen. He thinks that the Institute might well offer Courant the position because of

the brutal assults being made upon scholarship in Germany.

File IV-19
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1933 9/6

PROFESSCRS Academic Personnel

SALARTES
BENEFITS

v WEYL, HERMANN
COURANT, RICHARD
ROCKEFELLER

Biographical

Foundations

Re: Appointment of H. Weyl, and salary of R. Courant because of dismissal
from German university. Minutes 9/6/33, p. 2, Vol. I, No. 1lh.

See: PROFESSCORS - Academic Personnel
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: 1933 [ ROTES ) 9/8
s HERMANN Blographical
FIEXNER, A,
VEBLEN, 0.

AYDELOTTE, F.

Flexner to Veblen, September 8, 1933.

The Executive Committee met yesterday, and authorized
Flexner to make an offer to Weyl which he considers more
attrective than the former one. He cautions Veblen to
gllence except for Eisenhart, "for if it should leak out in
Gemmany that Weyl is bringi:g his wife and children to
this country to stay, they might all be held in Germany."
His appointment at the Imstitute will, if he accepts, start
January 1, 1934. He aske Veblen to write, saying that the
matter is being kept secret in America. Flexner expresses
the hope that Weyl, like von Neumann, will become & c¢itizen.
He depends on V.b].on to tell Weyl that he is on full time at
the Institute, "that is, he wi not accept multiplee-professorships
the way Einstein has been led to do, though, of course,he
enjoys academic freedom in respect to lectures, papers, ete."
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The letter contains further datagbout Courant. The
Rockefeller Institute would appropriate 83,000 to meet an
appropriation of an equal amount from the Institute for
Courant. The plan which Flexner and Veblen have evidently
worked out is that Courent would come to the Institute for
the first half year, and be lent without expense either to
Cambridge or Yale for the second half year,

Flexner to Veblen, September 9, 1933.

Informs of cable from Weyl. Warmest thanks for your
confidence., Hope for long and happy collaboration.

At the same time Weyl txmkix writes Veblen that Courant
has accepted a three-year appointment at Cambridge.

V File, Flexner, Apraham
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1933 ' 9/8
EM1OREES hoademic Personnel
v WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
FLEXNE!, Ao
AYUELOTTE, F.
VEBLEN, O
PCLICIES Administration
Flexner to Veblen (Hancock County, Waine): Excerpts
'mmancanmmmmumfuuudnuqulapm
offer scmowhat different in form from the preceding offer but, in muy
attractives I shall write him on the subject. mm,wum t
lutely corfidential between you and me. I-mxmmmuumpomum
perhaps Eisenhart, if, in your Judgment, that is desirable, for, if it should leak out in
Germany that Wayl is bringing might
all be held in Oermany,."

his
" esee I wish very much alse that you
acceptance as indiesting that he intends to make Ameriea his home. 1 hope that, like von

IO TS
W =
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1933 9/9

5Pk
FMIORYES icademic Personnel
v WEYL,, HERMANN - Fiographical
VEBLEN, Ce
FIEXNER, Ao
PCLICIES Administration

Veblen (Maine) to Flexmer: fxcerpt

"My expectation is that eyl will take his position very soeriously as a full-time
jebe In fact the trouble last winter was, in » that he was taking it too seriously.
Just the sase, I shall write to him along the that you suggest. In fact, I had
Just finished such a letter to him when 1 received your telegram. DPut I must rewrite it."

Veblen (Maine) to Flexner: Excerpts

"From our point of view the chief difficulty in Neugebauer's case would be that he
is fditor-in-Chief of the Zentralblatt filr Mathemetik, published by Springer, which has
continued without interruption. 1 had thought that if the Z. d be stopped we in
this country ought to take it and Neugebauer over., Hut it would be very expensive (I
don't believe the Nockefeller foundaticn would cooperate, but you would know hoW to find

g
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out), and 1 am not ready to recommend veing the
other hand, it would be a pity to take N. avay
would be that hinted at, I think, in ohe of the letters from Harald Sohr--to move N. to

Gopenhagens”

"I think the meeting on Cet. 2 should be confined to yourself and those of the proe
fepsors in the Institute who are in Princeton. The hours and rooms will have to be talked
over with Eisenbart before then. But I suppose this meeting is the real ‘opening' of the

Institute, or are you having other ceremcniso?"
Flexner (New York) to Veblen (Malne): Excerpt

"1 shall follow your suggestion and limit the conference on Cetober 2 to you and
your immediate associates. This will be the only mesting
or closing = ceremonies.”

File 1V-19
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1933 10/9

/WEYL, FERMANN Blographical
COURANT, RICHARD
Date of Weyl's first salary changed from Jan. 1, 1934 to Decs 1, 1933 - p. 5.
Direetor reported that Courant may accept a call from Cambridge, England - p. 6.

Vol. I, No. 15, Minutes 10/9/33
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Tdo

Dre Flexner reported in part:

EINSTEIN, ALBERT
JWEYL, HERMANN

From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.
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Vole I, Noe 15, Minutes 10/9/33, pp. 3k
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1933 10/13

JWEIL, H. Biographical

FOREIGN Acadenic Parsonnel
Flexner to Finley (Editor of New York Times):

LR

"What happened in the Weyl case is as follows:

"For almost one hundred years there has been at GOttingen a mathematical
faculty, which has made Gottingen the methemstical center of the world. In unbroken
succession Gauss, Riemann, Felix Klein, Hilbert (now living in retirement), and his
suscessor, Weyl, have been the leading mathematicians of the world. After deeiding to
start with the Schoel of Mathematice, my firet ntep was to offer a professorship to
Weyl. Partly for personal reasons, largely, however, in conssquence of prescure from
students, colleagues, and the Govermnment, Weyl declined. This happened a little over
a year ago. VWhen Hitler came into power, almost the first act of his ridiculous Minister
of Education was to befgin dismissing professors of mathematics at Gottingen, some of
whom, though not all, were Jews. The Christians, who were not dismissed, thereupon
wither resigned or protested most vigorously. One of them, Neugebauer, has been called
to the University of Copenhagen, Demmark, another, Born, has been called to the University

of Cambri En d. Others have gone elsewhere. Weyl loyally endeavored
work for dts.fo owing semester in the hope that the otgn would over. R w
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of the spring semester he went to Italy and wrote American colleagues that he would under
no ciroumstances return to Germany and that he was indeed eonsidering a call at Madrid.

I thereupon offered him once more & professorship in the Institute for Advanced Study,
which he has accepted. He sails for Americaf shortly, first to give a course of lectures
in Swarthmore, for which he had previously obtained leave of absence, then to take up

his residence permanently &t Princeton. Weyl is not a Jew and has never taken any part
in polities. Like Spranger of Berlin and others, he simply found that the present German
Govermment has no use for or conception of the higher education, which has really made
modern Cermany - much more so than the army.

“Should you make any use of this account, please sc veil it that my part in
tranamitting the facts may not even be suspected.”

File II-20
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1933
2
JEYL, SHRHANN Biographloal
FLEXNER, AGRAHAM
MAASS, HERBERT

Dr, Flexmer to Mr, Maassi

"This morning afler breakfast I had a wonderful talk with Weyl, who wanted my advice,
first, about the matter of insurance, second the matter of eitisenship, third, the matter
of a house, Ae to the first and second, I suggested that he shovld consult with you.

He is expecting to be in New Tork on Thurday of the comdng week. If you are Lo be there,
would you be good enough to write to him - Professor Hermarn Weyl, Bartel Foundation
Institute, Swarthmore, Penngylvaria . telling him that he could see you. I imagine it
would be towards noon before he coulld reach New York..."

Flexner to Maasst

"Since wri yesterday, I have talked with President Aydelotte and Profe
Vﬂqmthn':?nt’.:tahﬂnm the Weyls. mwmmumﬂn’:’

avallable, Mmﬂd&ttmmtmm“hm...mm SCArCe.
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Veblen made the suggestion that, inasmuch as e has come herefor the rest of his life,
what he ought to do is to build a house, though he

Sources IAS Trustees - Maass, lHerbert H.
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SCROOL OF EOOY MICE AND POLITIOE Agadomie Opganisation
' Asadenls - erssnnel

FEFURTER, PRLIX Hiegraphlesd
e *

gy ey e AR
EY & , » suriosity,
Pvould mdnd uul’ me vhother Wl's sulary ;
mm{:‘nuumm:‘ow.
' 3 as & festing the
srestiess of tho Institute, pa:tly ealsv 1% bears on what

regranents
Parsly I
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NOREE, TANSYON Blogrepnical
PLENEER, A
VEDLERN, C.

/ﬁ&a e

Morse me rly didn't coms-~I"lexn-p and Veblen were
Juet beglin ing to dlsagree with saoh other, Intriguwe.

intorview with Morse, &/21/.6
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193 i/z2¢9
ORANT Sl NwALD
JETL, FERAN iographical
DIRAC, Pedelie
Einutes, pe 1le
"ESOLVED, That a sum not to exceed Four thousand five bundred Dellsrs (84 )

*HESCLVED, Thet a fund wp to the sum of Twenty thousand lellare ($20,000,00) be
amount inciuded in the budget for

8
4
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Cp—

That & fund wp to Une thowsend Dollare (51,00C.(0) be and herety is
-umu the sxpenses and henoraria of visiting professors or lecturers to
the Institute, -muum-uua-»&-&mmu.-

*UESCLVED, That the sum of Ten thousand Dollars ($10,000,00) be
necessary, in the budget for 1934«1935 se as to enable the Institute to develep
direction of theeretical or mathematical physiss.”

fﬂ

Vol I, Sos 1&, Winutes 1/29/3%
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Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Hsrbert H,
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EEREFITE Academic FPersonnel
/III'L. MRS, Blographical

MAass and Leidesdorf appointed & special committee to
investigate pension for Mrs, Weyl.

Executive Committee Minutes
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1934 /11

Zﬂu Academic Personnel
s MRS, HERMANN Blographlcal
MAASS, HERBERT H,

Meass to Hardin, April 1l and April 24, 1934,

Two letiers analyzing plans for the securing of
benefits to Weyl and Mrs. Weyl pursuant to contract and
giving the figures,

VR

JFH Correspondence from Januwry,
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1934 L/23

LECTURES Academic Procedures
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI

VWEYL, HERMANN Biographical
SCHROEDINGER

Dr. Flexner reported in part:

", ... The two additional persons who have come within the sphere of the Institute's
activities since that time have unconseiously and immediately fallen in with the happiness
and attitude previously characteristic of the group. These are Professor Weyl, who had
joined the staff of the Institute itself shortly before our last meeting, and Professor
Schroedinger, who came from Oxford to spend four or five weeks on the invitation of
Princeton University. Professor Weyl announced a course of lectures on an advanced topic,
which had hitherto not been presented in Princeton. His lectures began at 9:30 Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday of each week. He has told me with great surprise that his auditors
include all the professors and associate professors of both the Institute and the Universi-
ty groups, thus indicating an attitude towards learning on the part of theprofessors which

is far from usual. In addition, he has had in his audience all the workers of the institute
group and many advanced student3 from Princeton University, making a total of some fifty

or sixty hearers. I asked him how many hearers he had had in the hey-day of his activities
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at G8ttingen. He replied, 'Never more than thirty or thirty-five.' The number and the
ability of the students of mathematics and the attitude of the facultiesf)f the two insti-
tutions may be gathered from this one incident.

"Professor Schroedinger, a Nobel Prize winner in 1933, was Professor of Theoretical
Physics in the University of Berlin when Hitler came into power. Though both he and his
wife are of Christian or of so-called 'Aryan' lineage, he gave up his professorship at
once as a protest against Hitler's anti-Semitic and anti-liberal activities. Thereupon he
was promptly offered a professorship at the University of Oxford, which he accepted. He
had, however, previously agreed to come to Princeton University for a wvisit this year.
His opinion of the situation in Princeton in mathematical physics, as expressed to me in
private conversation recently, coincides with that which I have received from other sources.
While he is technically a member of the Princeton University faculty, he has had quite as
much contaect with our own faculty and workers as with the Princeton faculty and advanced
students. Professor Einstein and all the other members of our staff attended his regular
seminars. One morning I had to see Professor Einstein on an urgent matter. It was one
of the few bright, warm mornings which we had had up to that time. I knocked at Professor
Einstein's door and heard his genial, 'Herein - come in.' When I entered, I found Pro-
fessor Einstein and Professor Schroedinger in their shirt-sleeves at the black-board,
engaged in an animated discussion, which, of course, I was totally unable to comprehend.
This is a general illustration of the ldnd of co-operation which is taking place in Fine
Hall. Though the time during which we have been in operation is brief, there has not been
a ag;%e to disturb the smooth surface of intellectual and spiritual co-cperation and
ac Yo'

Vol. I, No. 19, Minutes L/23/3k, pp 2-3
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BEREYITS Acadamic Persormel
WETLy ARNSANN biograpideal
Waass to Flexners

Hr. Haanss writes that since the insurance policy upon the life of Mrs, Weyl is
about perfected, a new coutract with Professor Weyl should be made, He sugpests:

"In the minutes of the Executive Commitioe of Septembder Oth, 1933, there appeare
the basis of Professor Wuyl's euployment, which provides for amlary of #15,000 & veaw,
of which he is to comtribute five per cent, Lo the Teachers Insurance and Armuity Associae
tion of America, the Imstitute conmtyilbuting an oqual sum monthly; that urless he term of

allowvance of #8,000,00 per annum, part of which will be pald Ly the Tezchers Tnsurence and
the Institute; that hie be granted an
purchase such insurance aw he may choose.

m&hunum‘-mma
an anmuity of #5,000 por
relieve the

a
:
!
3
:
'i
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WORLD WAR IX Government Relations
/mm., HERMA NN Biogrephical

Weyl handled and dispensed the funds of the German
Mathematical Relief Fund supported by contributions of those
forced out of Germany by Wazism and in America,

W - German Mathematical Nelief Fund

Y -L.:'{'!;'
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1935

STIPENDS
PUBLICATIONS GENERAL
MEMBERS
ASSISTANTS

_AEYL, HRMANN
FLEXNER, A,
PAULI

10/7

Academic Personnel
Publications
Academic Personnel

Biographical

Interchange letters Weyl and Flexmey on administrative
matters in School of Ma'hematics--shipends, salary of assistants,
gecretarial help, ete, Flexner called a meeting of the

Mathematics group.

D, Weyl, 1933-i5

- —em
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1937

J@EYL. H' RMANN Biographical

Weyl assisted Fritz Noether's son, s in an endeavor to
trace the fate of the father of Emmy and s Who had taken
refuge in Russia at the time of the Nazil discrimination against Jews,
and who, 1t was known, had been arrested mk while at the lieseamh Institute
for Mathematics and Mechanics in Tonsk, Siberia, during the purge of 1937.
Hies two sons, Emmy's nephews, were forced to leave Soviet Rusesla at the
time. "Practically nothing of Fribz Noether's fate is known after his
arrest late in 1937. The only news came from a physiclst who also was
arrested in Russia about that time, and xhpmy happened to share a prison
cell with Fritz in the Butyrka Prison in Moscow in December, 1939. Fritz
had been sentenced to 25 years inprison on some silly confession of
esplonage to which he had been fopced under torture., The supposition is
that the Russian government turned Noecther over to the Gestapo along with
many of the German refugees who had fled Germany in 19337, and the
presumption is that the Gestapo liquidated Noether as 1t did many of the
others, Althouzh an advertisement was inserted in the British magazine,
Nature, no response apparently was ever heard.,"

Corregpondence, Hermann Weyl files
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193 12/10

MEYL, HERMANN Blographical
COURANT, RICHARD
Weyl to Proi. Richard Courant, New Rochelle, N, Y.:

*"Alfred Brauer has been offered an assistantship in the Institute for the second
term. Moreover we have invited Hellinger, Hamburger and Artur Reosenthal to come over withe.
out a stipend., Affidavits have been provided for all these men and also for Dehn, Dehn
obviously will try first to go to England or the Scandinavian countries. It is sure that
Rosenthal and Hellinger are in concentration camp} probably alse Hamburger. We are in
touch with Miss Hellinger, Siegel and Mrs. Dehn., UNothing has been heard of, or done for,
Toeplitz. Mhhmtutlmm.hutnom]dmmwotholpﬂmhh{hmor,
I am told that the English will try teo do something for him, If you would like to come teo
Princeton next week to talk over allfhese affairs you will be welcome, and could stay at
our house again.

"1 am kept informed by Veblen about the Zentralblatt. Did you not find his
letter to Springer a masterpiece?

"We have quite a mumber of relatives to care for, besides Dr. Salomon, I am




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

afraid Hella's sister will soon have to make up her mind whether to come alone (andthen
probably to divorce her husband) or whether they will emigrate together.

"I am told that the Berlin Academy has ousted the Jewish members. Have you
heard anything in this direction from the CG8ttingen Gesellschaft? Of course I ghould
resign at once if that happened. Perhpps it would even be better if we all resigned now,
together., What is Franck's opinion about thatt"

W File Cou,
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1939 1/23

U/GﬁYL, HERMANN Biographical

Terms of appointment 9/6/33 amended to eliminate
provision for $£1500 for insurance in light of other arrangements
made,

Trustees' Minutes, 1/23/39, p. 16
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6/ g
BUDOET Finance
S0MOCL OF MATHIMAT 108 icademiec Organisetion
)AL, HEFMANR Blographlesl
FLEXNER, A,

Weyl to Flemmer, June 27, 1939.

The letter concerns al losation of spece in Fuld
Eall %o mathomsticians, Number of members admitted to the
Sehool of Mathematice for next year, 1939«4C, smounts So
3‘ not inelud the assistanta, "In no previous yeap
the number fall below e This alonme should
prove that the o will be no 4 oulty in findin: ecmfortable
working revm for all."

"You wili have noticed that after the heavy reduction
of our budget we were unable to grant more than two stipends...
to men of noneprofessorial status. Fortunat tro
candidates whom we had $o turn down will be pent to ¢t
Institute with rfellowships from their aniversities ..l think
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a9 they reed our advice and experierge..."

Flexner to Weyl, June 30, 1939.

*Phark you for your kind X letter of Jume 27, I em
]

1y t the pumber of gramts for next
yoar hus had to be ed, We could have avolided
this : 8 redustion of salaries, and to I will never
¢ .

R

D Pile, Weyl, Hemann, 1933-1945
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~WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM
Flexmer to Weyl:

"The other day Professor Panofsky, as respdresentative of the Institute Faculty,
brought me a beautiful volume which had once belonged to President Oilman and which
Johns Hopkins Trustees had given our group that it might belong to me -~ *'The first
Director from the first Faculty'. HNone of you can fathom the depths to which I am
stirred by this touching and beautiful act. To President Oilman I owe more than anyone
but myself can ever know; to you and your colleagues, as well as to the Founders of the
Institute, I owe the opportunity to see afireasl realized. And you are one of those who
have helped to achieve this miracle, lieed I, canl, say more? You must imagine for your-
self the deep pleasure which this remembrance gives me and the gratitude I feel teo
kit who have taken my dream, now a reality, into thelr keeping.?

£

W File FA
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LIBRARY Facilitlea
/ WEYL, HERMANN Biographical

Weyl to Aydelotte, January 13, 1941

"I wish you would have a look at t he new contraption in our

Library. Lot the trustees try 1t out themselves and climb to the
platform of the ladder with a load of bookel WQulte seriously,
I think 1t ectually dangerous: to get at some books on the upper
shelves you have to place the ladder across the side entrance,
and if somebody come® in absorbed in thought and knocks agd nst
it, he can easily shake you down from your lof'ty stand, I

we shall have to put up with this monster for a short time

» &nd that Larson's reasonable plans for closing three of the
entrances and putting up stacks between the tables will soon
be realized,”

D, Library, 19311945
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1941

VL A
MATHEMA TICS

ﬁm, HERMA NN

AHLFORS, L. V.

8/1

9z

7l
Academic Activities

Biagraphical

For correspondence between Ahlfors and Weyl, and about
Ahlfors by Weyl, see memorandum filed in Chronological file
under 1941, 6/1. (Also filed under the two References,

Mathematics and Ahlfors).

W (Weyl) File A
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BENEFITS Academic Persomnel
,wn..mm Biographical
Farrier to Aydelotte:

“In connection with our conversation this mormning, I have a letter in my files,
dated May 9, 1934 from which the following are excerpts:

...mmwumammxmmmum. Weyl, on

which 4t will have a guarenteed income of §#3,774.36 per year during Mre. Weylls
lifetime. On her death at any time there will be refunded to the Ingtitute so
much of the annuity as has not been exhausted...

«esthe Institute procured two policies of ordinary life insurance of #75,000
each on the life of Mre. Weyl...and on the death of Mrs. Veyl at any time the
Inatitute will collect §150,000 insurance.

“From this cutline it would appear that neither Professor Weyl nor Mrs. Weyl have
any interest in these contracts, although the arrangement, as { recall, was for the pur-
pose of providing a pension for Mrs., Veyl in the event of his husband's death, and was
to take the place of #1500 additional anmual compensation originally voted Prof. Weyl.”

Source: D Farrier, Walter H.
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1542 5/1

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Acacemle Personnel
WEYL Biographical

Weyl appointed first Librarian of IAS,

Faculty Minutes, 5/1/42
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19%3 &/

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS agedele urganisation
RINETEIN, A, Blographloal
/v, n,
VOR WEUMANN
81EOEL

Report on work agpend} 1= 1's dipcoveryee
Von Neumamn'e Theory of MI:Q". .. o

Trustees' Minutes, 6/8/43

e
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y BENEFITH Academic Personnel
: A®YL, WERMANN Biographical
AYDELOTTE, F,

Weyl t o Aydelotte,
Thanks him for ret, letter July 12 and expresses hope that

no time should lapse between ret. of one man and taking of
of' fice by his successor,

A M%%Hm:mmu ixec, Comuittee and Board ¥inutes,
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BEHBFITS Acndenic Fersonnel
OENEPAL - Acaderid Personnel

/ﬁ'n.. Y EMANN Biogrephical
AYDELOTTE, F,

Weyl (in Hstes Perk, Celorado) to Aydelotte, July 21,1943.

He thanke Aydelotte for confirmmtion of previous
ementes asbout his retiremsnt, and s tetes nis dates and
¢ are correct, (Aydelotte’s letter is not in the file).

*1 dee;ly asppreciste the kimd worde whieh you adéd
coneer: continuation of my work in Fuld Hsll even after
reti o Hella and I have not yet given seriocus thought
to what we planio do when Shis Sime has been presched, The
present state of the world is not so a8 $o encowrage any
plancing se far abead, BDut I warn you that I may very well
make use of your kind offer] Yyu know that I owmsider 1t the
'r‘mnnnhd'muq fe to have beon assoclatad

th the institute, and you may be certain that my interest
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—

in 1%s sotivities will never cease, wvhether I still purticipate
in them or not.

"The faot that retired members of the feaculty will be
provided with feecilities to continue work in Fuld Hall should
under no ¢ irsumstances prevent the Trustees from sppolinting
sugoessors, scholars in the prime of 1if'e and research who

, the flame burning, Of eourse, I think in the first
place our Sohool of Matbematiecs. If at all possible,

ng .
m the fineneligl eide nor the diffieculties involved in

ng the right man (tﬁdnﬂn”t&ralhﬂd peried
ie better than to fill it with a second rate candidate)., But
1 feel, every ressonable effert should be made to avoid a
break the chain, Thie seems %0 me & point of sush lmpartance
that, out of concern for the future of the imetitute, I
ould not help mentioning it on Shis occesion,"

W (Weyl) Pile Ay
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1gk

Biographical

FLEXNER, ABRAHAM

Excerpt from letter from Fleaxner to Weyl:

"hhm!mt

umumm p
ﬁ It
il

mm%
m

m - mu

m
un mmmm mm

NHTEL TS
mmm m“ Mum

w mmm
Mwu mW“ mm
Hi _M,_m

m ummmnmmm




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

194 yar

WORLD WAR II Government Felations
AEYL, EERANY Blographical
HILSERT, DAVID
PLEXNER, A.
EARLE, B, M,

FLEXNER 70 WEVL, Mareh 27, 19l

Offers eriticisms based upon English useage in the
draft of the article on Hilbert,

Then he comments on some part of the article which sald
Wesothe seme t:ing heppened at nlngtnn during the first years
of the Institute for Advanced 5 Flexner s aye 1t a 1so
happened in Baltimore in Gilmen's and in the Johns

Hopkins Medicdl School and in the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Nesearch, "I believe that most le would M
the Institute um-mmu-m affectod

war and to some extent this is mm..tuu.m
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believe and I have never believed that the Institute or eny
other institution of learning meed to have suffered as
disastrouslya s tiey have all suffered, The blame rests not
only upon the government, but also upon the heads and the
professars who have been swept off ¢ helr feet by emotion and
excitement., OSome time ago Morse sent me & paper which he read
to a mathemat ical assoclation, In this he said, "My asms clate,
Profepsor Zarie, who is an authority on unuq strategy, eotoc,'
I Weetn § 6 hiw I Peslky SEIAtEES scainst regarding the
Institute faculty s & sort of mutual admiretion society and
pointed out to that BHarle was not end in the very nature
of things could not possibly be a leadin g asuthority on
military affaire; ut of course Harle is not the person
who has lost his head,"

Flexner then went on %o say that the war will soon be
over, and every country will ha.e to rehabilitate its
Mihum of 1 earning, m::l
ll.ul.r %o America, How i

have preserved the -.!r vi
lcu ess, he uo- not fail t
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everyone in this country was in duty bound o seacrifice
to help win the war,
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Institute (provided the finances are in good order) is a peolicy which would no longer
place high scholarship of its staff end mewbers above all other considarations.

“With best greetings,
Sincerely yours,

Hermamnn Weyl"™
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w»HWEYL, HERMANN Biographical
COHN, ALFRED E.

Cohn to Weyl.

He is advising Weyl on his asthematic condition, and a
dontnl operation which Weyl 1s undergoing. He goes on to
say, "Op myself I can give a good account. I have come,so far
as the calendar is concerned, to the end of my service.
Offieially that will terminate on Uuly 1. I feel like a free
man. At the same time I remember the story of the canaries
which a welle-meaning seaman released from thelr cages, out
of the kindness of his heart, and with the mistaken belief
that a cage is a bad place in which to live, I am, as yet,
not out of my cage, and will, in point of fact, continue to
keep my intellectual being in these same rooms where 1 have
been for so many years., Under the circumstances my case
differs from that of the canaries.,"

W (Weyl) File Co
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EMICGRES Agcadenic Personmel
~ WEYL, HERMANN Blogrephical
DOUGGAN, STEPHEN

Weyl to Duggan, Chairman, Eporgency Committee in Ald
of Dieplaced Toreign Boholu'l: May i: 1940,

He has heard that the Emergemey Committee in Ald of
Displaced Foreign Sgholars is about to disband and
liquidsate ite affairs in the near future, He concedes that
this is understandable, because most of the refugee scholars
who have come to America have been asbsorbed into the
American Bducational system, and 1t sppears that the Nazi
end Fascist terror which created the problem of the
re scholar "will soon be wiped off the face of the earth.,"
But it seems to him the work of the “mergency Committee
is not yet fully done, and 1t should not quit the xzmnbxis
seene too early.

He points out that adequate provision has not been mace
for older refusgees who are about to reach the age limit for
retirement, He mentions a few names in ihile own rleld:

T
& e
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Jasques Hadamard, Erich Marx, Felixz Bomtoin‘ Max Dehn,
Fritz Reiche--for whom the gquestion is acute "right now,"
For many more it will become acute in a few years, What
arrangements can be made for them? Wgyl is afrald that
unless some financially rful Americaan organization
offers a general and radical solution, this problem will
besome interwoven with the appalling problem of settling
the aceount with the future Gemman Government for all the
viclations of property amd property rights perpetrated by
the Nazis. Indeed, wost of the refugee scholars who came
from Germany have legal claims for salaries or pensions
which they did not give up when they left the old country,
and which even the Wazis have recognized to a certain
extent,

"Moreover,
» the day of demobllization may reveal that
the absorption of the refugee seholar ‘nto his new homeland
has been less final than we had hoped,  He forecasts plenty
of problems in the nmext two years in which the help, advice,
and information available through the Emergency Com:ittee would
be of the utmost value,
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Dugzan to Weyl, May 12, 194k,

He was interested to receive the letter, end considers

it important enough to bring it to the attention of his
Executive Committee at their next meeting., "We on the
Subcommittee on Applications feel Lthat there is a great deal
of spade work to be dome first, particularly with our own

grantees."

W (Weyl) File Di-
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V/‘;;L, HERMANN | Blographical

COHN, DR, ALFRED E,
(The Hospital of the Rockefeller
Institute for Medical Researech,
66th Street and York Avenue, New York)

They correspondemd about Vansittart. Cohn has asked
Weyl what he thinks about Vansittart's book The Lessons of
ﬁ‘nm and Weyl replies that he cannot tuke hLim seriously;

T he has unrelated pokes and jabs in appraising the 4O
years of experience in diplomacy which he has enjoyed, and
that he is incapable of a rational and connected approach.

He goes on to say, "I mmmxmak think one can not understand
Germany apart from its disastrous and tragie history during
the past centuries. 8Should one blame her for t aking religion
g0 seriously that she reacted against the worldliness of
Papiem in the beginning of the 16th century by the Heformation.
And yet the reform split the nation in two, and drew upon her
head the terrible 30 years' war, fought on German soil by
mercenaries from the four corners of Europe; by whose fault
asks Vgnsittart. Only a fool can be satisfied with such a
simple answer as his., And so it is with the Germans' latest
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and greatest disaster, Hitler, I expect that in the times to
come, not Germany, but the rising power of Russia will
dominate the scene of world polities; whether 'punished' or
not, Cermeny (like France) will cease for good to play the
role of a great power. And whatever we do to Germany I feel
none too optimistic about the future of our children,"

Cohn to Wyl, May 5. lw&o

by [
Asks g-?h towrite an essay on M'-ubjoct of because
he makes such & new and valuable point on the problems,

W (Weyl) File Ceo
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7/

ynnum Academie Aotivitlies
VEYL, HERMANY Blographical

HARDY, BIR WILLIAM
SIEGEL, C,

Weyl So R, H, Fowler of Cavendish uboutor{ caau-ugo,
England, On qnnuon of a successor to Sir Wil
in Chair of Sodlerain, Cheir of Pur® Mathemstids,

Spoaks of Max Newman as one of more distinguished of .
the "nugerous topologists (of waleh Princeton is a brandiag Lm.epfml
n...’. And of cthers,

?ﬁ gpests name of C, L, 8 as "of same caliber as
lnrq nmm#mwﬁu mn-num
t‘ and a soverign teacher, lmanh is as charecteristic
'f"’." *** he is one of the few who in our days reall
increase the substance of mathemstiecs.," A German opposed to
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Hitler who, though he left Germany in 1935 but returned to
Frankfurt to support hil Jewlieh friends and colleagues there.
Escaped through Norway "by the skin of his teeth" in 1940,
auu-u his professorship in Gt and has sinoce been

member of I, A, 8, But does not it into the
Amhu BOENB e .«
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7/89
/ WEYL, HFRMANN Biographical

Hermann Weyl, Estes Park, Colorado, to Sir Arthur
Eddington, Obeervatory, Cambridge, England, July 29, 194l4.

"Fowler did not eask me ebout Besicovitch. He is an
excel lent analyet, but you would not find anything like
unanimity over here about hie being more brilliant than
the other two. I am inclined to think that Hall surpasses
him in originality. Mordell's total work carries more
welght than that of either of them, in my opinion, He is
getill pretty active and quite recently published some
beautiful resulte in Diophantine problems. He inespires
young men by hle enthusiesm. DSut hs is much older than Hall,
and, mathemautics in the first place being a matter of
imeginetion rether than experience and therefore more
amenable to the young, I feel this fact ought not to be
disregarded, I should find it very hard to come to a decisdon
between Mordell and Hally it it were a question of giving
& men of grect merits his due reward, 1 should cast my vote for
Mordell, if it is the future alone that counts, probably forHall,
Either of the two men would be a very good cholce,.

W File, "E"
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Lt 31,:!
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM Biographical
/Hln.m
Excerpt of letter from Flexner to Weyl, 11/28/44:
*I have a young friend in the sexvice who is collecting autogrephs., I have your
and also Pinstein's, but no othere from the Institute, as &ar as I I

knowi,
should like an autograph of every member of the Institute faculty. I wonder whether
Miss Blake could be asked to collect them and send them

Mass Blafke to Flexner, 12/4 44

g
$

I File AF
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1944 12/12

BIRKHOFF, GEORCE D. Biographical
/ VWEYL, HERMANN
Weyl to Prof, Julian L. Coollidge, Cambridge, Mass.:

"“Birkhoff's sudden departure came as a great shock to all the mathematicians in
this country, and to us his many friends. I have the profoundest admiration for his
mathematical work, but I am afraid physics was Birkhoff's Achilles' heel. It seems to me
he never fully grasped to what extent physics, through the enormous strides wixdowvkrpems
fadmodoocksyws it has taken during the las t forty odd years, has moved away
possibility of interpretation in terms of classical mechanies. It is humanly
able that a man whose greatest achlievements were in the field of dynamies should cling
such classical and hydrodynamical conceptions as that of a perfect fluid in the cons
tion of atomic models. But what would have been a reasonable approach at the time o
Lord Kelvin, has long ceased to be so. I belisve that the declsions of history on such
questions are decisive, inexorable and irreversible. Birkhoff's recent theory of gravita.
tion has a certain appeal by its closeness to familiar classical schemes, and therefore
it is comparatively easy to work out its mathematical consequences. But as far as I can
see, there is no reason whatsoever for the bellef that it affords an adequate description
of the phenomenon of gravitation. Thus I cannot help feeling (that the less said about
it the better. I lknow thal this opinion 1s shared by the other men here in the Imstitute.-
Veblen, von NWeumann, Einstein, Woifgang Pauli - who are in one way or other experts iu

i
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"But maybe £ I am the last person you should have asked, Tt se happened, unfort-
unately, that during the last weeks I was engaged in a controversy with Birkhoff on these
very same problems, I am sending you under separate cover two reprints which may indicate
to you to what extent I am prejudiced!

"In my view it hardly detracts from Birkhoff's greatness as a mathematiclian that
he wasn't partlicularly successful in physics. More or less the same happened to Hilbert,
and I frankly said so in my account of his work,-although Hilbert undoubtedly penetrated
much more deeply into the realm of physics than Birkhoff ever did.”

W me - GO-
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Pebruery-aroh

BIRKEOPP Blogra hiecal
/ WEYL, WETRANE

See sorrespondsnoe 1945, PFebruary to March between
Carrott Birkhoff, son of Osorge D, Birkhdff of the Harverd Depprtment
faxast: of Mathemntics, and Hermann weyl in waiech Birkhoeff
assaults YWeyl on method of handling a matter of
corrections in the Mathemetlsal Journal, and note Weyl's
eaze and temperance and Lrosad FEARE guspge treatwmsnt of the
eploode 'n setting the young msn straight,

Weyl was & member of the Birkboff Memorial Pinance
Committee which was arranging for the financing and the
publication of ¢ three of feorge D, Birkhoff's books,

MTD Birkheff 's last letter to Neyl wans

Hovember 1, 154k. A letter from Marjorie 0. Birkheff (Mrs, George)
dated March 1, ssmax 1945, a Hermann Weyl's and

his wife's sympethetio letter to Mre, Birkhoff on the occasion

of the dmth of Ceorge D,

- . vy
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Correspondence in the flle before thle reveals that
Birkhof'f and Weyl were at logrserheads on & theory of
Birkhoff's on a perfection the theory of relativity,

prior to his death. The corresponience gn tiuls point zmem runs
from Sctabar August, 194h until November, 194k,

W (Weyl] Pile Zeh

B .



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

From thTWhlte Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA. “

VEBLEN, O, B.ograsniral
S IFORL

PAVLI
Fwve
POE, HLNRY
Mos §0 Ayielotte,
"Opre Yobbn yecterday told me thet Drp, Seyl's statements about

wmmpunuudunmmixmu-um
if 15 be proper, would pou pleasrs, at your scrwenience, send then to me,*
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/0/4
S8/07
PAL (CEFMAN UNIVERSITIER) Hducational Inetitutions
» BERMANN Blographic el
COHN, DR, ALFRED E,

¥eyl to Cohn, Mgreh 10, 1945,

He yrecommende lobert Ulich, then at the Gpaduste School

of Educatlion in Harvard University wiho was in the Zaxonian
Kultus Ministerium as competent to appraise Uerman universities,
pre=war, VWeyl »mmsmxmmis commends Ulich for consultant to
the Sgatey Department in the process of re-educati.ng Germeny
post-war, He recommends another es & mathematician end
historien not an educationalist, Professor Otto lieugebauer,
Brown University.

"I don'y think that in general we sclentists who
emlgrated rmm Germeny could be of greut help to this esarly
stage. We might be more useful If advice is wanted about some
definite universitles, thelr personnel, and looal conditions,

Former members of GBttagen lepartments of Mathematice
and Fatural Selences in this country as of the time of writiy.
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James Franck Ghicagoj lilechard Courant, Wew York University;
Otto Neugebauer, Irown Universaity; Weyl,

In & second letter to Cohn, Optober 4, 1945, Weyl sends
him a lesture on universities and sciemce in Cermany whioh
e delivered to a nﬁ'cup of atalf ofTjcers wnowill be sent
over for the administration of Gemmeny. (Get copy).

Cohn to Weyl , Ogtober 11, 1945. Acinoukdges with thanks
ad sdmiration the paper, He wishes Weyl hed been a litile
more oriticel [ "as you sey you actually are, toward these
aspects of life in CGerman universities than your lecture
permite one to understand, There wers aetually defects in
the system, It 18, I should agree, correct tosay that what
was best in it hsd to do with the Dozentur, If it had not
been for certain other defects as well, the Institutlions that
were founded ocutside of the university msy not have been
needed, You must,..know the st of how the Ealser
Wilhelm Gesellschaft and its institutions came into existence,
Unless I am misteken, the Nockefeller institute for
Medieal Ngresrch wap the stimulus which persusded Professor
Emil Fiseher to see thelr developemént. essor Fischer saw
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2% once when he heard of our Institute that Cermany would
be left behind if we succeeded, Is 1t golhg too far to
gay thet without the Kaiser Wilhelm Oesellschaft and
what it represcnted, that might aetually have happened.

Weyl had expressed an interest in his meeting at
Cohn's place with Felix Frankfurter, mmd deplored the fact
that it was eo sha t a time they were together., Cohn
sugreats they get together in Washington.

W (Weyli) Piie Co=

v
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SOHOOL OF M THEM/ATICZ ABacemie Oprganization
General Relstions WOAL

ﬁ:n.. HERMANT Blogre hical
DRESDEN, AN OLD

Dresden to weyl, May 12, 195,

He seends him & final version of a report of a conierence
between oight mithematbians, inoluding Iresden and le on
the need lor bDetter pempx preparation in all levels of
mumr«wmammmpnd to bring

about changes inthe msthema'ical educatiomal procedure
whish have been long overdue, lhuu a carbon oo
of thie report, It 1s in the rile and s be sonsult

"Mathematiocs plays & fundamental role in owr eivilization,
It sets the standard of objeotive truth for all
intellectual m'm‘d“lunu and teo bear witness
to its prectical use musie 1t is
one of She primary manifestations of & ereative power
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of the humen mind, and 1t is the univerc:l or an for
vorldeunderetanding turough theoretical conetruetion,
Mathows tice muet therefore remain en ecsential element of
the knowledge and abilities whioch we have to € of

the culture we have to trammmit to the next gemsration,
Only he who knows what mathemmt l62 is and what its funotion
in our present eivilisation is, san give sound advice for
the lmprovement of ocur mathesmmtisal tescning.?

The report proceeds to a discussion of the evils
whioh were discussed in the conference wnich seem te ile
primarily in the teacners, their preparation, the ir
devel. . sent ap bhuman b el and ap mathemeticlans, and
the alde they we in thelr imstmetion, chiefly the textbooks:

(1) 7The teachers are recruited from the normal schools
end from sohools of education, “which unfortum tely too of'tem
disregard the faot thut those should teach a sub jeot
who know thoroughly the field o whish the subjeot bebngs,"

(2) ‘he method of appointment of teachers of mathematics
lesves much to be desired, There 1a & lack of standards of
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scdentirie und cultural eration, Looal schoeol boards
are not capable of the osnsiderations meeded for
proper selection,

(3) The domimation of the textbook field by the
cormereial interests of publishers and of authorsj the
dominance of tradition in surrioulum. It is suggested that
somewnere Sthere should be imserted an elersntary course in

number theory, from wiieh many students woulé derive
greater nuc;uun than from fitional ecuree in
trigonometry,.

(L) The leek of sclentifie discipline in the
schwvole, the acceptance by Sesshers of slovenly work and
slove thinking s detr o ocducation, “A mein tesk
of the teacher 1s to he mﬁmnmmrm
the ides to 1tz techn execu "

cors {2 ol oger votn vish Jesard. 3o Shs,vostumt oF o
in w :
t-ccw:u ad'h the points of view, is man te There

TR
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s also an overemphasis of contrel by exanimstionas and

over the nmam whioh deprives hlm of
he chance to cateh * fire of inspiration when he is
intelleetually receptive for 1t.°

(6) The work empested of candidates for the Fh, D,
- uy“ru&: tclpnvm for the ::C.Mb-tm i
reining a cultuw al baskground eh are neces
a college tescher of mathematlos. o

(2) 7The absence of provisions for sdequate adult
edusation in mathematics is deplorable. This need is
enbanced when ons considers the return of veterans,

The constructive aspevts of the dipcussion were
1igted as follows:

(1) Careful planning sand writing of textbooks in
matheme ties for elementary schools, sohools and colleges
nwm persons, It would be desirable to have a conmission
appo to make a careful study of tuls questlions
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(2) a tont commission should be establiched to

exam!ne toxt ecarefully as they ere published, The
books as pub should be rewieved and rated by such a
commise!on, methode used by Consumers feseareh could

be studied to adventage.

(3) The establishment of @ mu the Assocclation
(analogous to Tellowskipe in the colety,) should
be granted to applieenta, ‘mmur the younger membere of
the profession, oither on the basis exaninetions by the
igsociaticn or on the basie of somspliouous sohisvement as &
teacher, would help to set up high stendards for teachurs of
methematics in the schools, It would be necessary that a
eommuission uwuumm in Suis direction,
exploring the of obtsining eooperation from the
sesoondary sechools, both privete and publie, and from teachsrs,
aotual and prospective,

(k) Oreduste schools skould recognize the training of
colliege tsachers as one of thelir major responsibilities, 7he
needs of csuoh persons should be slarified, It iz not necesaary
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that they should ge through the"painful profess” of writing
A research dissoertation, Perhaps & new degreo should be
established, or the reguirements for exist degrees

ehould be modified perhsps., Proapective ¢ tezchere
should attain = higher level of mathematieal understanding
than is now the case, and they should be encourages (as a
nm.r.uuu-u‘) to preserve suoh a level threoughout
their professional life, development of every selense,
not exsluding methematiesn, is determined Ly idess, attitudes,
valustions, which do mot beeome explicit im the system of
sclengse 1teelfl, whille the resulte of ocur selentifiec labors
in their turn react on and modify the repertory of ideas

end ¢convictions which rule the sotive sonduet of our 1ives.
A tesoher of mathematios 12 in
ma thematician of ing xim his mind opem to this glve~ande
take between systematiec sol
existonce,"
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teschors who wish to prepare for a fellowship qualirication
and college teachers who want te retain the ir litersey and
extend tueir inowledge inhathematies.

attention should be paid to the historieal
08l bao of methemation, In the detailed
ar'ous filelde, the niectoriesl development should
f3me contridutions wnieh
matismaties can anéd should make %o o,l.m- should be made
clear to the student of the subject.” The teachers of
mathematics shoulé not be narrow in their knowledpe,

The committes expresses the hope thet commissions -z
be appointed to s tudy the matters presentsd in tule wepor

They go on to say:

"in some respectes the evils from woioh our 8l
suffers present mch anslogy with those wiileh sbed in
nedical profeseion forty ago. 1t would probably
be worth while for some these sommisei to study the
prosedures used by Dy, Abrabam Flexner in nie studier of
me@ival education woleh led to fareresohing veforms in tals fleld,
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"It would aleo be nseful to beoome acqualnted with
measpures taken in forelgn ecountries, partioularly in
lm&a‘.!muu. for the betterment of mathematloal
one

l;.ntu the reoport werer N, ¥, Nrinknann, "ichard
Gourant, irneld D'vesden, J, R, Kline, 5, J, ¥ o
Jystelin Ove, Hane Nademacher, and Hermann wWeyl,

Weyl to lresden, Maren 13, 1945.
He wvery tactfully makes a souple of guggostions:

"Idouttuu;muluth whon say ia the
preamble thut the sigaiflcamnce mathematics for educational
wnnumn-mpmmmmum
it made to contribute to human eulture. Lven Ortega

the training of the professionaliats and the sesreh for truth
side by side with the trensaission of culture,”

Ee alro suggests that im Section III, Paragraph §,
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a sharper lins should b+ drewa between the teasher of
mathemetics ans the resecrch mathematioian,

®inp 6 of Sion 11X, I should Llike to see
the second and ..3:-...-’3.;.‘. i cannot aee the

contritutions of methematios to Sulture as & subjoct for
‘sareful cstudy' in & normal mathematical ourrie and
we should not stress nistory too much, Hathemmtlies itself
mg&- must remsin the hard core of any swoh

l-?unum.'mummmmu-tmm
prevogative of a Gueen of Holenocs) Sthe:e ere other fields
wifohare Of the came or even importanes in sdusation,
But mathematlics sets the » of objeetive Sruth for all
intelisctual dndeavors; esc¢lemse and technology bear witness
to i%s prasctical 2. Ueeldes and musie it
ie one of the manifestations of the ereative
pover of the human s 8nd 1% 1» the universal organ for
mwmm-uwu-.
Hathoma 108 must renaln an essentisl element of the
knowledsge and ebilities whleh we Rave to of the culture

i

s
R




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

we have to transmit, to the next gemeration. Only he who

knbws what mathematics is and what ite funetion in cur
resent civilisation, can give sound “"’3' for the
!.m-nt of cur mathemat ical Sesching.

"Too 1ittle emphasis is lald on the wu-mna of
simple ideas, too much on the mechanical performunce
complioated EUTT P

"Since the various subjects offered in an alleround
edusstional program are interrelated, and cur sulture
1teelf is not composed of & mumber of isolated pieces, it is

4 sound procedure to let the student, especi at
the uhulhvol‘;:&nu-mummu.h
oun shims; un-u‘ Latin and then drop 1%, ete, 4
Wotmm continuity and coordination is

.

'ummu-lmz:u-ota o and
perpetual control papers exwie ves college
student too little for ever octouing the fire of
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inspiration from & superior tescher at the time when the
intelleet ie ripe for freedom, (Later 1s too late,)

And, sgain, he says, “"Synthesis, comsentration and
consolidation of knovledge, rather tﬁnu expansion of

s S0em to De thelr specifie funetion. Sime
selonce is man made, the development of every selemce, not
ezeluding mathematics, is determined by ideas, attitudes
valuations, waich 6o not become explioit in the aye tem of
solience itemelf, wnile the results of ocur selentific lobore

in the lr turn resct on and nodify the of ideas end
comwiotions which rule the sctive conduet of lives. A
teacher of methematiss Is in r need ¢ eareh
mathematician of keeplng his open to thls glve-andetake

between systemutlo solence and the whole of our human existence,

"The question whother s new degree should be established,
or whether the requirements for uhu’g degrees snould be
modified, remains open for disecussion,

W (Weyl) Pile Di~-
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relations wWoAl
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Heographical

Weyl reported that Lefschots offered the Institute
retofaore oes

w:m-nuh
by esn ]

g

room he e d
the offices in Fime unu

O X

Minutss, fchool of Mathematies, 10/&4/A5
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1945 11/25  xefaf
/HEIL, HERMANN Biographical

Dr. Edgar Dehn, Department of Mathematics, Columbia
University, to Dr, George A. Works, Director, National
Ros ter of Scientific Personnel, Washington, D. C,.

"I had hoped that more competent men than myself
would teke up the matter I want to discuss, but they don't
seem interested. And if my letter 1s not addressed right,
I hope you will forward 1t to the proper office.

"Some time ago, German sclentists began arrivins here
'on a more or less voluntary basis,' as the newspapers put
it., The Russiens in their zone Jjust 'kidnap' them. And
since the agent sent to Germany :I our government frankly
sald on his return that German talent should be shipped here
as war loot, The Russian case and ours would seem to be
pretty much the same,

"Taken in conjuction with the belief of our government
and our people that international law is what we say it is
(moreover it is retroactive and applies only when we want
it to apply), all this would seem to indicate that the life
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of a scientist has been reduced to slavery, the status of
science now is that of a government prostitute, and there
is no haven of refuge for science anywhere on earch,

"In view of the viclous turn which human affairs have
taken, I should be most reluctant to publish any important
discovery I might make, or to diselose it otherwise, And
I should like very much to have an answer to two questions,

1.

2.

"Can you compel me to disclose a discovery? In
which case I may be careful not to make one.

Or can you even compel me to pursue such work
and punish me if I don't discover something?

"If I don't want to disclose a discovery, but don't
want to take it to my grave elther, can I deposit
it, sealed, with some 8Swles institution until such
time when the chaos clears a little into which we
have plunged the world, and when we again have an
administration in whose integrity we can trust?
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"These questions are not hypothetical, and I am most
anxious to have an answer,"

W File , E



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl

From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

1946 _ W/5

EMIGNES Agadenie Personnel
W WAR IIX Goverrnment lelstions
WEYL, HIRMAWY Bicgra; nical

Weyl to Profe:sor Feinhold Baer, Champuign, Ijlincis,

He has forgotten sbout an emigrl's letter » Wnich
he kept for a long time. "I had forgobten entirely sbout it,
but I am afraid the resson for the o tfulness was the
discreditable reaction that one gets tired of uls endless
stream of persecuted pesple whom one ocught to help end
doesn't know how o helpe.."

recent action on behall of Reidemdster was u’n;
succeasful, but there were also ome or two protesta. feel
thmt the purpe e for which the Nathematicians' Rellef Fund wes
founded 1s now fulfilled, and that the contributors who formerly
vere unanimous about the ap lication of the fund will in the
future 41 e in their opinions as to who should be hel .

I therefore feel that the time has come to close the of
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of tuls arganizetion, I recently discusased the matter with
Courant he held the same view, If you consent I shall
move in my next circular to dissolve the Fund, Iin tuils
country even 4 man like Stermberg is now provided for, and I
should therefore suggest spending the balance for Jasobsthal
and Kuhm in Sweden, who I know need it badly,"

W (VWeyl) File Ba
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/Zlm SINICA (GENERAL) Relations WOAI
, HMERMANN Biographical

Hermann Weyl to Aydelotte, October 15, 1946.

The plan for the trip to China, inecluding one term in
Peiping and ome term in Nanking, and to help them start work
at he newly created Ipstitute d’ Mathematios of that Academy.
reason for going: "To help in establis lou and
trs.cn cuI relations between this country and C more
arly between the new Chinesze research Im&uuto of
!llth.nt fcs and cur School of Mathematies, sppears to me a

task of some significance, VYere this not I should not
::;urg:o rumdod to interrupt my qnl.ot 11}0 mnd work in
neeton,

W (Weyl) File Ay

e g e
5% Eythasy




Beatrice Stern Res'earch Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the SHthe‘Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA. 1 Iz?

MEIL, % Biogrfaphieal
s OSWALD

Weyl to Prof. Richard Courant, New Rechelle, N.Y.:

"The same mall by which your letter of January 17 arrived brought me Smend's
letter inviting me to rejoin the O8ttingem Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften (which now
seams to go under the name of Akademie der Wissenschaften). Only teday have I givemthe
matter some thought., My first reaction was to let bpgones be bygones. You are right that
there are disquieting news about how things go in Cermany politieally, but I feel one
carnot blame the Cermans too much., They live under terriblle stress, and in many respects
our pelicies have contributed to rekindling a nationalistiec spirit.

"But after revolving the matter in my mind I feel more hesitant. As far as I
never resigned from the (G8ttingen Academy and I learned for the first time
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repressive actions against these men, of the same type as were used against us. 5o it
seems that there are certain processes that are irreversible. Under no eircumstances

would I acecept the invitation without learning first what brought about my dishonorable
discharge.

"Veblen got a similar letter and inclined to accept, but after talidng things
over with me decided to postpone action until we had came to a conclusion.

"I am reminded of this line in Hofmannstal's 'Tor und Tod'
Aus Untreu macht kein guter Wille Treu —w-

“Hoping to see you seon,"

W Fle Con
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ACADEMIA
SINICA (CERERAL) RPelations WOAIX

./6:.. HE RMANY Blographical

Weyl to Aydelotte, February 12, 1947,

"This 1s to notify ; ou that I have declined the
invitation to China for ar 1947448, That
automatica cancels my lpp ication for leave of
absence for that year,

"1 wish to tka take this opportunity to thank you and
the Trustees for the generous temms on which ¢ were @
willing to grant me leave of absence for my visit to China,

On November 6, 196, Aydelotte to Weyl.

Informs him of the action of the Yoard of Trustees on
proposed year in Chinaj; namely, he will be on full salary with
the Institute and all wmoney uuim by him from the
Aud-h Binica in ess of his expenses will be turned over
the Institute. "We all of us hate the idea of hating you
nalrw a year but realize that your presence in China would do a
W (Weyl) great deal to Qrud the influence of the Institute,
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u'é‘l., HERMANN Biographical
EINSTEIN, A,

Weyl to Alfred Knopf, Jr., 501 Madison Avenue, Vew York
City, Pebruary 1l, 1947.

"It was very kind of you to send me a copy of
Philipp Frank's biography of Einstein. The book has an
authentie ring, which is no surprise to me since Frank is
a clos® friend of Einstein's and thoroughly familiar with
the European milieu, especially Switzerland and Prague where
Einstein spent most of his life, Frank is also a good
$heoretical physicist in his own right and, like Einstein,
interested in the philosophical aspects of scienge, Ik
I spoke to Einstein about the book and he thinksit is well
done, indeed the only competent thRng that has been
written about his life, But Einstein himself is opposed to
all biography on the grounds of principle, because, as he says,
one cannot creep into another man's skin. I understand from
him that he knows you, so that no introduction seems necessary
Af you want to speak to him about the book. But of course it
is out of the question that any opinion of his about the book
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be made publie, It would be bad taste for a man to say
some thing about his own biography.”

W (Yeyl) File E
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Anm.. HERMANN Biographical
VEBLEN, 0,
FRANCK, JOS,
See Weyl's correspondence regarding invitation of Smend

to rejoin GOttingen Academy. Wante to know why he was dropped
from it. Who's doing whom a favor?

2 "
o ol
Wk vt
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1947 3/28

GENERAL (ACADEMIA SINICA) Relatlions WOAI
“~WEYL, HERMARN Biographical

Weyl to Leldesdorf,

Acadenmia Sinjoa had invited Weyl to lecture in various
Chinese universities next ucademic year, Because of wife's
11l health and unsettled conditions in China, he asks
Leldesdorf to take custody of $10,000 in Amorican money
advenced by Academia Sinica for hio expenses, He does not
want to keep it in his personal mccount "for the reason that,
in the remote poseibility of something happening to me it
might be difficult to see that this money was used in the
proper way or dxgpoud of according to the wishes of
Academia Sinica,

In & letter to Prof, A, Pon-Tung Sah, Secretary-teneral,
Academia Sinica, he says his doctor has vetoed his going on
grounds of his own health, 7The correspondence speaks rrulz
of unsettled conditions in China, (Weyl to Sah, 2/12/47, Ibid,)

W File, A
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1947

AYDELOTTE, F, Biographical
/WEYL, HERMANY

Weyl's letter on Aydelotte's retirement,
Piled 1n Chronological File under 1947, 10/16,

A, Confidentisl Piles, 3/7/57

10/16

=
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1947 10/19
POLIC TN Adminletration
AYDELOTTE, P, Blographloal

/ WEYL, HIRMAEN

Acolo“e'l response to Weyl's letter of October 16,

tays that he spaw Crom the be there were two qualities
necessary for shm success in orestive work: intellectusl

f'reedom end ﬂ.mh). stability. "Preedom is more than rules,

it 19 an atmosphere,”

A Confidential Piles, Mereh 7, 1957
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AYDELOT TE,F, Biographical

Aydelotte to Weyl, October 19, 1947.

"I appreciate more than I can say your wonderful letter
of October 16, It gives me the deepest satisfaction to
realize how well you understand the kind of things 1 have
tried to do for the Institute, I can only hope that 1
have succeeded as well as you generously indicate,

"The greatest weward of my Directorsihip has been the
c us and unde: standing lmlt‘ of the members of the
rnulg. I saw from the bog!nniz hat two conditions were
necesaary to succese in the creative work of the first
quality at which we were a ¢t Iintellectual freedom and
financial stability. Freedom is more than ruley 1t is an
atmosphere., I have tried to create that atmosphere at the
Institute, and the things which you and other members of the
facul .I‘nvo said to me encourage me to hope that I have
suecce .
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"It 1s fifteen zuu gince we first met at Dahlem and
drove out to dine with Birs tein to disocuss the organization

of the imstitute., Since th.ou things have happened,

Of all those events, I hope that the intoll.ntual and spiritual
foundations we have toiether hu for the “‘mstitute will not
in the end prove to be the least important,

"I am glad that I am going to continue on in Fuld Hall
and have the opportunity of preserving my friendly relations
with the Faculty. At the same time, . must confess to a certan
relief in the prospect of being able to devote all my
energies to other activities in which I am interested,
Marie and I came up here in order t o have the opportunity of
lo::n' what freedom tastes like and I must say it tastes
HOOU o

W (Weyl) FPile // Ay




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

2648 : | 5/6

MATHEMAT ICS Academic Activities
\/‘ln HERMANN Biographia 1
AITKEN, A, C. (Mathematical Institute
Edinburgh)

Altken to Weyl, May 6, 1948,

"I feel impelled to write o you to express, what I
felt many times before, the sense of .uum ul
exhilaration I always receive from r.mr sica

tab and I &amn u

G e It is comstantly on my

T% it anywhere and to rud on w“h profit and

pleasure. In spite of 1ts necessay compression, wnlich in

several places is rather excessive, I find it an

entirely human book and a work of iuorntm. One of the
rz great dangers of modern mathemotics 18, I always felt,

that the writers may rattle the skeletons of loglic in the

Valley of Dry Bones. Logomachies and nothing more}"

July 27, 1948, Weyl to Aitkin:
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"How kind of you to take the tm towrite me such
I un little note about my € o« My
English being whet it is, 1t makes u e to hear that
book ealled a work of literature, I fully agree with you
in hn you say szbout the dangers of modern mathemumtics,
and I have tried as best I could through my teaching h
ﬂ.su the sawdust of dry logie. I came to algebra at a
compar:«tively late stage of my mathematical lifej; all the

more reason for me to feel proud of haing won the npprou:l
of an algebraist of your experience and acumen..."

W (Weyl) File A
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_WEYL, HELEN Biogrephical

Died September 5, 1948,

W File, E. L.
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~WEYL, EELENE Bilographical

"In Memoriam Helene Weyl,"
Filed in Vertical File under "W" for Veyl.




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

194
 WEYL, HERMAN Biographical

In memoriam of Helene Weyl,

.H. »

Piled in Vertical File under Weyl, Hermann,

A File, Hermann Weyl

9pe8 7/7
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MEYL, MRS, HERMAN (HELLA) Blographical

Letter from Achim Weyl to Aydelotte, September 26, 1948.

"This 1= the copy of Hella's biography which I promised you at
the time of the gathering in her memory at Princeton.

"I am afraid that black on white it sounds even drier than it did
when spoken; but it is factual and she would have wanted it no different.
The sparkle she would have given to the tale of her life had she
written it herself, the memory of her will supply, undimmed by time."

(Mrs, Helene Joseph Weyl died September 1 in Princet t
their home,270 Mercer Street r 5» 1949 . &

A Pile, Hermann Weyl
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OLRE DAL Agademic Organization
CHERYIZE Biographiosld

.-

Cherniss to Weyl, Dedesber 17, 1948,

He informe Yeyl that vext Wrm there will be a sealnay
on the of g.mum on Fridays ia February,
Hareh, + "Suech a subjeet is probably far fro=m the
interests of methematlclans, in any case may have
time %o give to such mattersy bDut I want you o know Shat,
if you or any of the members orthunnnarluth-uu
are interested in clpeting, I shall be =oet happy to
have them and you join the grouws The work will be Lﬂd

ily for -du-nd students of Greek, but I am zmu
he participation of persons wiao without om are special
equipped in philosorhy, hlstory, or politios.”

w ‘m‘) P‘ﬂ.’. NS Chee=




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

199 3/10

Zﬂ- Acadenic Fpocedures
s FRMANY Blographical

GILBERT, FELIX

Weyl to Gilbert, March 10, 19391

Offers to converse with him sbout an offer Gilbert
has evidently received to come to the Institute on a
parmenent basis from the Hist Department at Bryn Mawy
ocgm. b"...x think I ;:: wel -;lout.u;u u:: the decision
will not be an one Ue won 3
decision one “;u.y the oﬂn;: but m‘ﬂ,“ wou ’Iﬁ.
to disouss the whole matter with me as friend to friend, I
should be delighted to see you,

"When I was offered a position at the Institute ear.
in 1932 there was of course the acditional complication tzn
the political fate of Ge -still th in the balance,
that acceptance meant emigration, But the issue huhl.zﬂ-
research also weighed heavily upon me, Here of course §
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-

in So0e I rea should like to disocuss these things with
you before you finally make up your mind,"

(Earle informed Wayl, February 25, 1949, Ibid, that
the School of Economics ami Folitics and t he School of
Humanistic Sgudies were nom!nating Gilbert to permaenerd
membership, The matter was coming up before the mext Pacul bty
meeting, (February 25, 199) )

whole qmuuh:ht the Imstitute is or ought bo be, comes
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NOETH'R, EMMY Biographieal
,/ WEY L, B RMANN

Por correspondence about nephews of Emmy Ngether,
Gottfried and Hermann, see lettere J, Billikopf and Weyl.

W File, Beh
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BEREFPITS Academic Personnel
/ﬁn. HEFRMANN Biographical

¥eyl to Oppenmheimer, April ¥ 6, 1950, re: pension
upon retirement: amount in relstion to bemefit to be
received by his second wife after his death., (Hella died
September 5, 1548, He remarried January 7, 1950, Mrs. Ellen
Baer, nee Lohnstein, of Swiss mationality, born April 17, 1902.

He should nko to receive $6,000 annuity during the
time he lives,. estes & supplementary pension
provieion by the mﬂ tute for his present wife.

This, on April 24, 1950, is refused by Oppenheimer
on behalfl of the board and the Budget Committee,

D Pile, Weyl, Hemmann, 1933-1945
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BENEFITS Academic Personnel
WYL, HERMANN Biographical
VEBIEN, 0.

STEWART, W, W,

Oppenheimer to Leidesdorf, April 7, 1950, regarding
retirement questions of Veblen and Stewart and annuity
for Weyl.

Letter filed in Chronological file under 1950, 4/7.

D, Leidesdorf, 1946
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B REVITS Academic Fersonnel
/im.. MRS, II Blographical

STEWART, W, W,

The Boerd refusced Frofessor Weyl's reque:t for pend on
rights for his second wife should he predecease her, and
Stewart asked for an increase in his pension. Both denioed,

Trustees' Minutes, April 21, 1950
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1951 /4
Am, HERMANN Biographical

Weyl to Professof A, E, Meder, Treasurer, American
Mathematical Society, lumgers University, New Brunswick, New
Jersey, January l, 1951,

He paye his dues for the year 1951 tofthe American
Mathematical Soceity, and announces that he is paying his
duee as a Contributing Member for this year, "but since I
shall retire at the end of the first hafl of this year and
plan to move to Switzerland for good, I should like to
reduce my dues for the subsequent years to that of
Ordinary Membership."

W (Weyl) File AM
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1951 5/u
BENEFITE (AGE) Academic Personnel
/ﬁan. H, Blographical

Board approved faculty recommendation Weyl should eont inue
1 pemester a year for next three years: eum £4,000 additional
to pension, This in view of resignation of Alexander & Siegel,

D, Fotices Draftes % Minutes

b ey,
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1951 5/4
/ WEYL, HERMANN Blographical

Professor Weyl retired, but on request of nis associates
the Board authorized his continuing one semester a year for
the next three years at §4,000 per year 1in acdition to his
pension,

Trustees' Minutes, 5/4/51, p. 3
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1951 5/18

RAL (AMERICAN JOURNAL) Publications
s HERMANY Blogrephical

Weyl to Professor Aurel Wintner, American Journal of
Mathemat ics at Johns Hopkins University.

He announces that he is taking up hie home in Zlirish,
having retired from the Institute; although¥ the iInstitute
wanta hin to come back for one term during the next three
years, "But even ”l I feel that this is the appropriate

moment for me to res from the edit ip of She 8
e« What I ecould do now for the would be
a of what I did during the 11945, At

that time I really scted as a little bit 1like a preceptor
of the younger generation of American mathematicians., I am
that I did not fulfill my promise to come to Johns
Ho before leaving Emxaps for Europe. I have done a
number of things during this year shu fruits of which will
become visible in the course of s but I did not f)ind
the leisure to concentrate on tpuhl mathematical mbhn.
This may change again when I come to rest in ZHriech."

W (Weyl) File, Beh
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1953 3/3
4 WEYL, HERMANN Biographical

Memo in file indicating components of a complete
biographical sketeh of Weyl,

W PFor Filing
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1953 10/31

u/‘;;b. HERMANN Biographical

Hermann Hogl, 27 Bergstrasse, Zurich, Switzerland, to
Dean A, Vibert Douglas, Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario,
Canada, October 31, 1953.

"Time flows by = if not in the universe, then at least
in our lives, But I still remember vividly my visit to
MeGill many years ago when the Hendels still were there.

"To your questions I can not very well answer in the
form of notes which you could reproduce in your life of
Eddingtom., For 1t is now more than 20 years that I ceased
to follow the development of theoretical physice and the
v;:ioul speculative attempts at establishing a unified field
theory.

"Nevertheless in 1950 I was prevailed upon to give at
the first poste-war meeting of the Gesellschalft deutscher
Naturforscher a survey entitled '50 Jahre Relltivitatstheorie!',
of which you will receive a reprint by surface mall. I have
marked the places where I disavow (and in a certain sense correct)
my old theory of 1918, and where I speak of Eddington's affine
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field theory. (I had done so before, in the same vein,
but a little more explicitly, in the Rouse Ball Lecture
given by me under Eddington's eyes in Cambridge in 1930.
At that time I had the privilege of being Eddington's guest
in the Cambridge Obseryatory. A German version of the
lecture was printed in Die Naturwissenschaften, 19, 1931,
j9=58; unfortunately I have no reprint of that paper)

"Eddington was, as onrybogg knows, the driving force
in organizing the observations the deflection of light

by the sun's gravitational field during the total eclipse of
May 1919, the first empirical test of an effect predicted

by Einstein's general relativity theory. As to Eddington's
own creative contributions to the theory, I would say that
they consist chiefly of two things: first his idea of an
affine field theory Jjust mentioned, and then his later
attempts to explain by epistemological reasons the pure
numbers that seem to enter into the constitution of the
universe, viz, the fine structure cons tant 137 and the ratic
electric: gravitational radius of the electron, of the order
of magnitude 10“4° (this latter in conrection with the
number of akmmf elementary particles present in the world).
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"Hie first contribution certainly has borne fruit.
Eims tein himself took it up when he fomulated an action
principle for such a theory (which Eddington, I believe
erroneously, had thought unnecessary). The later speculative
part of his work, which is closely bound up with his whole
'idealistic! phiionophy of science, has been received by
moet theoretical physicists with considerable scepticism.
Whittaker, nowever, and Schr8dinger were an exception. For

myself I must confese that I have never tried to understand
it.

"From the end of my talk on 50 yeurs of relativity
you will gather that I am also quite sceptical about Einstein's
most recent unitary flield theory. I am pretty sure that
the last word on the m ture of gravitation is not yet spoken,
and I am inclined to believe that 1t lies in a direction
quite different from Eddington's and Einstein's last 1deas.
The riddle may have to wait a long time for ite solution.

"I hope you will not mind i1f I add a personal reminiscense
about my last encounter with Eddington, although the
circumstances had something extraordinary only for me and
not for him. In Ausust 1933 the Intern:tional Astronomical




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

Society (or Union?) held its meeting in GBttingen, and I,
who after the ousting of Courant, Max Born and many others
by the Nazis had become director of CBttingen's Mathematical
Institute, where most of the meetirnge took place, had to
play the role of host to the Society. I was at that time
preparing my flight from Cermany, since I could not stand
life under the Nazi regime, still uncertain, though, where

I would find a refuge, in Spaln or in the States. Eddington
attended the meeting., On an excursion to the Weser river

we shared, alone, the same rallroad compartment, and there

I confided to him my secret plans, Immediately after the
clcse of the meeting I left for South Tyrel, and after my
wife and children had followed me, I sent in my resigmation
from Switzerland, I will never forget that in those anxious
days, at this decisive turn of my life, I had for a brief
hour the comfort of Eddington's company, quiet understanding
and encouragement,"

W File, "E"
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BENEFITS Acadenic Personnel

Vl‘!t.. HERMANN Blographical
OP/ENMEIMER, R,

Oppenheimer to Weyl.

He has recommendec to the Tpusteos sxtansion through
the academic year 1954-5 the present arrangements whercby
the Institute makes availile to Weyl a grant of 44,000
to facilitate nis coming to the Instituie for several
months during th.t year. The Imstitutes were delighted
to make the arrangcement,

(The extension was of a three yoar stipend
Board as specified Oppenheimer 3 Weyl, May ?a. 1951. nu.)

D Pile, Weyl, Hermann, 1946=
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Vﬁrn, HERMANN Biographical
EINSTEIN, A.

It is Weyl's appreciation of Einstein at the time of
his death, and shows an address to Tom Costigan, CBS-TV,
(Check to see whether Weyl delivered this).

"With Albert Einstein one of the greatect scientists
of all time passed away. His special theory of relativity
deeply modified our views of space and time, in a manner
that not only affected our philosophical concept of the
universe but also the most conorete theories of physics as
for instance the theory of atomic spectra, Everybody knows
of what significance his relativistlie formula connecting
mass and energy has been for the development of nuclear
physies. Combination of a sober snese for reality with a
speculative approach to prineiples and ideas 1s typical for
Einstein's selentific genius. He was singularly free from
pre judices, in sclence as well as human affairs; simple
and direct were his thoughts, simple and kind was his soul.

"While other scientists were busy to swallow his new
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insight into the relative nmature of simultaneity he himself
passed on from special to general relativity, according to
which gravitation is moet intimately associated with the
geometric properties of the universe. But also in
quantum theory, especially the quantum theory of he
did some of the spade work, which showed Planch's
energy guante had a higher c¢laim to reality than the
physicists had first thought. In later years he was
occupied with developing a g:mod field theory covering
both the grawvitational area®the electromagnetie forces
in nature., He made quite a number of attempts in this
direction. After he had conceived a new idea 1t took him
years to work out its mathematical consequences to the point
where it was possible to compare the theory with experience,
and had he been anxious at the beginning to show you the
merits of the new idea, he was no less anxious to tell you
at the end that and why the idea had falled. If anybody
had earned the right to work out a fundamental problem and
ignore the more detailed and day by day problems of
ghyn:lon, it was Einstein, We do not yet know whether his
ast attempt failed or succeceded; no doubt in time this

question will be decided. At the mosmrgm‘aoﬁhieawgom.t o..




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

I have known Eins tein since 1913 when we bo th taught
at the Institute of Technology in Zlirich, Switzerland. I
had the closest contact with him immedistely after the
First World War when I myself worked in relativity theory
and made the first attempt of a unified field theory. He
was not satisfied with it and his dbjections ultimately
proved right, But this controversy with him is one of the
nicest experiences of my life; he was both kindness and
frankness in one,

i In 1949 lt:;e urot; an aut hbiogmphi.ror mndi e

ol, VII of the Library of Liv iloso res edite

Paul Arthur Schilpp, w%i'e"ﬁ 1 recommend to &l1 who want to
get some first-hand information about the man Eins tein,

The first sentence of it reade as follows: 'Here I sit in
order to write, at the age of 67, something like my own
obituary.' Later on, after explaining one of the ideas that
had moved him in hies secientifiec 1ife he says: 'Is this
supposed to be an obituary?' The astonished reader will
likely ask. I would like to reply: essentielly, yes. For
the essential in the being of 'man of my type lies precisely
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S EEX

in what he thinks and how he thinks_ not in what he does or
suffers.' In conclusion let me quofe a more from £his
auvtoblography which contains his seientific credo as in a
nutshell: 'It is an error to assume that facts by themselves
can and should yileld scientific knowled;es without free
coneeptual construe tion,'™

W (Weyl) File E
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-j/ﬂéYL. HERMANN Biographical

See file for message sent by Op enheimer from
Faculty on Weyl's 70th birthday.

D File, Weyl., Hermann, 1946-

g}
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B LARIER Acadenic lersonnel
CEMERAL hoadenio pganisation
FREINGETOR UNIVEISITY Felations WOAI

ECEOOL OF MaTEEMATIOBD hosdeonio Jpgn lzation
PLEXHER, A, Blogra nlosd

BIRTCHOYP, © BORGE D,
BAMBERGHER, LEWIS

?"m'. ‘!
WEY L, EEhMaAWR

Interviéws with Prof, Oswald Vedblen, 11/7/55, e ) L/8/55,
Filed in Vertical File untar Interviesus,

interviews with Pref, Veblen 11/7/55, and 11/8/55.
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12/6
L -NEYL, HERMANN Biographical

Weyl's last letters to I. A, S,

1led in Chronological File under 1955, 11/27.

D Pile, Weyl, Hermann, 1946
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12/6

/WEYLy Hermann Biographical

Resume of Weyl's life, publie works

Eohod in Chrony, ililarder 170, R/

Source: D Weyl, Hermann
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/ﬁm' L, HERMANN Blographical

Date of his death in Zuyrich,

A File, Hermann Weyl
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MO, HENRY ALLEN Biographical

Interview with Honry Allen Moe, December 21, 1955.
Filed i n Vertical File under Interviews.

Interview with Mr, Henry Allen Mge, 12/21/55
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STRADE, ARNET O, Blogre shical
EIMITRIN, A, Blogrepnioal
WEYL, HRmamy slograpnleal

Interview with [ ro Ernet G, Streus, April 3, 1956,
Filed in Vertieal File under fgraue Iintervieus,

Intorview with Ermet 0, Straus, §/3/56

W3
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PRINCETON (8, 9, 10)

HARVARD (1)

MATHEMATICS (2, 7, i)
E, Co P, (5, 6)

APPOT NTMENTS (2, 3, b, 5)
SALARIEES (3)

FACUITY (10, 11)

SCHOOL OF MATHEMAT CS (5, 9, 14, 15)
SCHOOL OF Hxs'ronrcu. STUDIES (14)
JOHNS HOPKINS ('rs

6/21
Relations WOAI
Academic Activities
Academic Personnel

Academiec Organization
Educational Institutions

DIRECTOR (10, 11 Administration
TRUSTEES (11 Corporation
RESEARCH (13 Academiec Procedures
MORSE (1, 5, 6, 10) Biographicnl
BIRKHOIP (1, ld VEBLEN (1. 2, by 5,
WHITNEY (2) DODDS (2
STEWART (2, 3) WARR N (2, 3)
FLEXNER ( 3, 7, 8) VON NEUMANN (3, 5, 6) Morse Interview
GODEL (3, 5) PLAZCEK (3) 6/21/56.
MAYER, WALTHER (3) WIENER, NORBERT (4, 6)
SIEGEL (5) VNEYL (5, 8) Filed in
BIGELOW (5, 6) E1NSTEIN (6, 8, 11, 12, 16) Vertical File
BLIO'!' T. 8. (7) VINER (9, 10) Under Morse

uis (10) gnzmm (1?151).1) Interviews,

1 CNHEIMET
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&/a7

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Fersonnel
MEMBERS

MATHEMATICS Academic fpotivities
SCHOOL OF ECOROMICS AND POLITICS Academiec Opganization

}mn Administration
WEYL, HERMANN Biegraphical
BIRKHOFP, GEORGE
PLEXNER, A,

ALEXANDER, JAM'S W,

Interview with James W, Alexander, Jume 27, 1956,
Filed in Vertical File under Alexander Interviews,
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scimBp1HoER
VEBLEN, 0.

/9

Educational Institutions
Academie Activities
Administration

Acadenic Personnel
Blogrephical

Interview v ith Professor Neugebauer, July 9, 1956.
Filed in Vertical File under Heugebauer Interviews,
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PRINCETON UYIVERS ITY
SBCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS

£ ALAR TES

BENEPITS

NATIOMAL RESFARCH COUMGIL
ROCKEFELLER (6. E, B,)
VEBLEN, O,

PLEXNER, A.

EINSTEIN

EISENHART

Ay

12/10

Relations WOAIL
Academic Organization
Academic FPersonnel

Poundations

Biographical

LEFSCHETZ Luncheon conversation with Osweld Veblen, 12/10/56
ALEXANDER Filed in Vertical File under Veblen Interviews /56
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BARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Personnel
DUKAS Blographical
EINSTEIN (AND MRS, EINSTEIN)
FLEXNER, A,
MAYER, WALTHR

/vEyL, B,
HILB

Interview with Miss Dukas, March 5, 1957;
Filed in Vertical File under Dukas Interviews,






