
1922

WEYL. ,:>m,.A NN

OTE

BlogIa hical

VEBIEN. O.

Veblen's corres ondence with eyl began in 1922.
and continued tough the years, beooming p ticul ly
frequent during the period atter Weyl returned to ~RJW••7

Switzerland in 1929, and t n went to Gatti en.

he corre pondence • ow d th t Fin Hall wal 0 pleted
for oooupancy 1 te in 1929.

Veblen I 11es

,
'. ,

'.,
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1929

•

October •

Weyl' resi nation from Princeton Univer ity's
Department ot Physics &"Ulounced P e 84. Report E! at~
President. Princeton U"iversity.

r Princeton University, ~ Official Regi ter, Volume XXI, No. 1
do.l-; _ /~.;;> ,

", '.
, '.
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1930-32

SCHOOL OF MA'IHIlKATICS
ECONCHICS (p. 12)
FELLClrISHIPS (pp. 13, 14, 16)
ASSISTANTS (p. 11)
PARTICIPATIO IN AmINISmATION
S~INARS ( pp. 15, 16)
POLICIES (pp. 4, 17, 16)
PRINCE'roN UNIVER ITY (pp. 6, 7, 12, 14, 16, 17)
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE CF TECHNOLOOY (p. 8)
BUILDINGS AND lEOUNBS (pp. 12, 15)
TRUSTEES (p. 3)
FLEINER, A. (pp. 2, 13)
BIRKHOFF, ClECJ!OE (PP. 4, 5)
WEn-, H. (pp. 6, 9, 10, 12, 14, 16, 17)
aBIEL, K. (pp. 9, il, 14)
mSCHETL (p. 17)
JLEIANlER (p. 17)

See Digest Veblen-r1exner Correspondence

VEBLEN - Biographioal 1930-32

Aoademio Organization

Academio Persolllllll

Academio Prooedures

Ach1n1stration
Relations W.O.A.I.

Facilities
Corporation
Bio aphical

.1',"·

. f •
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1932
1935

'CYJ:.. HERIWJ'N

CHRO DING

I G

og apoieal

1/12
4/3

IA officIal bradded file on Wey1 beginal with
reject on c 1 Jan ry 12. 1932--Let er of second ppoint ent
Sept r 9, 1933 not in flle but corre on enoe Is an al 0
revision of terma Aprll 27. 1934 account unlnsurabll1ty of
Weyl's life, coun erai n d by y1.

A. 10/18/.56. Bradded section lAS fUes on Weyl

oj ..

.. ',.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1932-33

EYL, RMA

1/15
1/5

1ogra~bical

Correa ·ondence between Fle er and eyl b gin 1 witb
~lexner's letter ebruary 15, 1934 saying that it 1 ea of
lAS Intereata Weyl (sen Ing Bulletin ell 'lexner will com to
Europ to lee him, anc. aatId ttMxl!tlQfth 'x...t_ix_«IJ endIng
witb Wayl'l 0 bled aoceptanoe Janu y 5, 1933.

I brad ed file re oved bodI1y--lst appoInt ntl letters
tb re in file.

A, 10/18/56. Weyl

..
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Yl\SUJIf. •

6/14

pb.l 1

D, .r er, to la, 1930-1936

, ;, i'f
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1932

~ L, B MA Bio ra hi al

7/14

, O.

A ELOTT, •

Ay elott wir Fl xner JUly 14, 1932, 'Through
oci entally mo ti Veblen and We~l here, 1 ar e following
ev lopm nt w~icn se~m advl able. eport to you. eyl

oOnBulted in1stry 0 ay without olear result. e can go
no further lIitho t ronnal offer. Appar tly he need ffer

oa Ie 1 diat ly It he is to seetle matter thls er
ot rwiae ~ clai n iropo.ai le until after ovem er sinoe h

t consult o8tti n scientific faoulty. nistry prepar d
r nt two ye r leave. We 1 t links you \ t perm. nt

appoint ent or t e years n UIIl. It eyl pe n tly
pr fers Ce in Ap il n xt. If only temporarily he thinks it
tairer to Inatltut gin tollow1 autumn. ave turally
said noth! (. to 00 t you in any way only a vising Weyl
00 nloate wi you dire tly. Send th1 c blegram on
pos 1bl chance you m1 t want 8yl's deo18ion promptly. Lett r
follows... elott"
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From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



The lett r oonfirmed and laborated. Weyl, Veblen and
Ayd lotte d 1n d wlthtb.e inste1na. 'J.'hey wer all nthu 1a tio
about the Institute.

Bin tein intim te h w ts ay r to have an ndependent
a pointlllllnt, not as i assistant.

Aydelott ore impreu d as tl e goes on with wiedo
1 xn r! C oice r Veblen.

A, 1exn r Corr spon enos, 1925-1933 (10/17/56) returned
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1932

~YL HERMANN 5io raphica1

1/18

EI TEIN, A •

Flexner to Bamberger, July 18, 1932. tr MagnetawlID.

He haB had a letter trom Weyl of G6ttin n ated
July 4, t 111 him that he baa not yet be(,in b 1e to Bee th
intstry but that he will do 80 within the n r tutu • He

ha., how ver, hao a note trom rafes or Einet in telling aD
.blot. Wey1 ot instein'. acceptance ot our otf r.

Weyl B~S, "ThiB is vb t oan be certainly called a
o t exoe1lent be inn • and I 00 ratu te you on your Buoces•• "

D, ber er, Lou!., 1930-1936

,

,
~ ".'

r,;:<'''..~~, .
i
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1933

SCHOCL OF MA'I E lATlCS

FACLL'l'Y

VE I.E', O.

/l'iEYL, 'J.

FLEX'!ER, A.

VO I <EUMANN, ,.

ALEXANDER, J.

Excerpts from r". Ve)len's diary, 1933

See SCHOOL O~ MATIfEMATICS - Academic Organization

'.

Jan.

Academic Organization

Academic Personnel

Bio ra hical

\; .
\ '. ~..
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1933

.... ,............,. J.

n, !U

I'lalaMlr to e

••••

(J'

0 ....._-,

1/13

II
co dHt!oult;'tll •

I 'lilo te

I

'I haft wr1ttea a letter of W10h the enoloH4 U a copy_

•••••

-21

.' , ti",

,
~.­,.
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1933

~ ,HERMANN

Flexner to Veblen (Prine. Ul11Y.) I

.....

nLo:::rap/Uoal

2/1

"I 8lIl returning t letter from Courant, whioh 11!1 thorou~~ t1llfaoto17, and
aleo • eoW of • letter which I am writing him hill ornin. I L"1\ d to knOll that
10u 1Ourlle:U: he etten 'eyl. P e do e'ftryth1n in your r to buck ilir u. I
heard 1a t night [ron lot. t.l t ' eyl' II pu;y cian had forbidc:lan hill com1ng to f:vartb-

I)re. I do not. e that anyo to b La d. C rtainl'" PI,t no re n Wey1
to co e, d hill co guBlI Polt no P :lur U:>O to~. inoident i one of
tholle unfortunate thin hich can 0 l' be deplored. The strin of events Il be
by ey1 h1lIlIIi.f when he wrote you at he would like to reo nsid r his declination of the
Princaton offer. All we can do now 18 to help relltore hill morale.

tI •••"

1 .,

'.

.,
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1933

./ WEIL, HERMANN

Veblen to Flexner (NlC) t

••••

Bio raphical

2/17

"I ~nt last eTllning co inC an allllWer to a letter from We"l. He wrote
fraa Berlin where, a8 he llaid, he WU in the hands of a rl8rw specialist. He se8l11l
still to be in a lltate ot lllental depresllion and bad health. He rell111 that he h&ll
treated you and everyone ellle ver" badly and gave me llomething of an analysis of what
hae been and 1& hie etate of mind. It agrees quite nll with what WlI heard trom Courant
and aleo with a letter whioh I bad a week ago troJl Mrs. Wayl. I l!It111 not clear,
howeTllr, &II to whether he teele that hill tinal cahleere was ~etake due to hb dllpree­
eion or whether in accepting he was actin contrary to bie deeper nature. I wrote hiIII
a "a..uring letter and told h1a a ad deal about what haa been done OTIIr the personnel
queetion.·

File rv-2l

, .:

•

,
.'
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1933

"WE , H.

/oj S, PJUL

Veblen to l'lexnar (NYC) I

•••

810 ph1cal

4/12

"I cc.aun1cated with A)"de10tte al you augplted but h1lI CClIIIIIIitt.. decided that
it WAI not aetnaable to renew the Swarthmore invitation to Weyl for next ;year. I upeot
that Aydelotte will talk with you about the matter when he I ea you. After coneulting
E1.enhart end Lefloheh, I Mnt the following oab1egraou tHave oon.ulted Flexner. Offer
can not be r_d av. S 11 :t .eek another arrana-unt enn if temporary?1

"The point of the last lentenoe 18 that in oaee Weyl 18 in real dif!1oultiel,
I think it. not unlikely that eo••thine oould be done about it. At leest. I IIhould wbh
to try. flu oab1egrlllll, however. ill expl10itly anllWered by m:r .econd Mntenoe. Whet I
rloei~ed from him I enolo.e a oOPY of.

"I enolo.. herewith the letter fr Bernaye whioh I have an ered bY ..ying that
there 1. DO opening in the In titute."

...
F11e lV-21

'.
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1933

...WEIL, H.

FARKAS

• O.

&0 . Meal

5/4

PON'lRJAOIN

LEl'SCFlETZ

S OOL or ECONOMICS &POLITICS

Veblen to Vlemer (t<AC( I

Academio Or nization

WI return herewith the letter fran Weyl and the eorr8llpendence with Dr. Ble1ok.
I have kept tbe eopy of your letter to Dr. ZaJ1lger but I will return it if ,"eu w18h. I
l!bould thinlc! thil! letter ,..,uld put .yl at hi eas &a tar lUI it 1a poedble to do eo.
Hie f.ar that h. would ha to take over the Directorship of the Inlft1tute at OotUngun
i8 probablT w.ll founded for Bohr'1 informlttion that Courant haa be n •g1ven a leave of
ab ne.' a to be ui definite. I have g eta courantJ'e n ,e a couple of
placel where they need a man to build up n.athll1l&t1cs department. He would b. ideal for
lUIlh an undertaking.

0" •• '.,
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"I think it very likely that Neugebauer v111 alBa be disn18Bed becauee he s
vell known as a radioel in politics. 1 believe jI; 18 qUite true that hi oooupie- a
un1 poll1tion as an histor1An of math till••

"1 am going to talk with Taylor at our Chem1.try Department about Farkas. 1
.eG to remeJlber that the ch811lists think very highly ot h1.m. 1 suppose you noticed in
the orning paper tlW.t Haber h1.m8elf has resign.d.

"1 can't help returning to the point that it the funds could b mads available,
nov vould be a golden opporlunity for starting SQll8 of the other departments. .But t1Jia
idea 1u eo obv1o~ that you have doubtlellB alreadT considered it trom all points ot Viaw.

"Mr.. B&11sy's account at the grants in aid in her letter at May 3rd ai1'98l1
entire17 with my nots. on the subject except that there should aleo ba let de 11200
tor travelling and utra expenll88 in the case at Pontriaalin. You will reoollect that we
agreed tith Letschst. that a total ot $)000 ehould b ava1labl tor this caea and w
deoided to ke the stipend IIl1IoIll in ordar to haft & good large r..ervw on aocount ot
the peoularities in hie eituation. Contrary to what I wrote in one at rq letters last
week, thia ans that we have now disposed at .500 out at our additional 15000."

F11s IV-2l

. ':
, '.'" ,, '

~ "'~!r

..~::<~
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1933 5/~

10 raphi al

A G , Dr. •

lexn r to Dr. • Z er, Zur1ch--und tand8," '.,1
ove burdened since he has also had letters £rom hi collea ues,
W 0 are in Zurich or Italy, wno tell t t Professor 'eyl
i now almo t alone 1n G8tti en."

D, Weyl, H., 1933-35
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1933

,;WEYL, H. ographical

VEBLEN, O.

Veblen to Flaxner saying that all of that morning a cable had been sent h:llll from
Weyl "S1t11.ation 110 threatening that I should &acept Tis1t1ng profullorsh1p Madr1d
Dec ber to April with regular leave fran oOttingen if possible. _.n Veblen reoll1llllllndsd
that nen if 1t were ~ a grant-in-aid h. would be so valuable that the Inlt1tute should
aRain lee h1lll an offer.

Veblen to Flexner. 7/18/33- Weyl &acepted an 1nT1tat10n to 1eot in swarthlllore
1M' "UcOot. 27, NOT. 10, 17, 23, 1933. The govenment granted hbt lea.... for thie

purjos••

File IV-19

~'_I.

,
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XL,

Vjgll.ll:N, O.

G

10 r Ucal

Academ1c Pe~onn 1

7/22

Veblen (hancock County, Maine) to Flexnerl

" ,eantime a letter from eyl ritten in ~urjch on the th bas arrived and 1 am en-
cl sin it, thou I am not convinced that it is the one referred to in his cable you.
l.owever it throw a ood deal of 1 ht on his sit ti n and the r eli g he has of un-
certainty reiardin his prospscts. e r rk (sheet 2) that you would l:ardly be human
11' you didn't teel it necesll&I7, atter his ber.avior last wint r, to e your decision
d end on the personal res ion which he 811--18 rather touchingl"

Fils LV-19

...'.....
)i • -, •

. .
•. ,,
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1e to Veb en.
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,WEn, H.

COURANT

Aug. 3v - Sep-t./

Bio aphical

VEELEIi, O.

Veblen to ,lexner. Two formal Jetter. containing the e 1n!omation, one .ent
to Magnetawan, the other to the Irlltitute, reco nding 871 and Courant for appointment.
The ar ent he makee for welt ill that he 111 a great mathematic1An Who.1I work is noted

ong IlI&th8lllatic1An... wll"adndred reepeoted by ldmllllll u a mathelllatician. Rich
in idea. and wry origiMl and also in a field which would not overlap too much that of
aIV other profullor of math.atic. in the IDlltitute. h·ItH·II+".., He aleo -711 that
Weyl'. "ollCillat1one" of last winter have not influenced the feelin of IlI&thematlc1&n••
The implication is that the7 understand how sewre was his trial.

He is h lIlore qualified in his apprO'fal for a ,.ar l • appointnlllnt for Courant.
He do.. not appron for the Institute thll t1P8 of institution whioh Courant 1DIItituted in
Gottingen. He th1nke that the IDIItitute II1llbt well offer Courant the position because of
the brutal a8llulh being made upon scholarahip in Oel'lllAlnY.

FUe rv-19

,"
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PROFESSCRS

SALARIES

BENEFITS

" WEYL, HER!'lANN

COURANT, RICHARD

ROCKEFELLER

Academic Personnel

Biographical

Foundations

9/6

Re: Appointment of H. Wey], and salary of R. Courant because of dismissal
from Gennan university. Minutes 9/6/33, p. 2, Vol. I, No. 14.

See: PROFESSCRS - Academic Personnel
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L, IDRKANN

FIE R, A.

VlIDLE , O.

AYDE.LOTT , F.

t NOTES

Bio raphical

9/8

Flexner to Veblen, September 8, 193.3.

The Executlve Co ttee met yesterday, and aut orlzed
Flexner to ke an off r to ~.yl w lch ne oonslde~ more
attraotlve than th torm r one. ~e cautlons Veblen to
8Hence exc pt for 1 enhart, "tor It it should leak out In
Gennany that Weyl 18 bringlng his wlfe and ohildren to
thls country to stay, they mlght all b held in Germany."
Hi8 appointment at the lnetltute Will, if he accepts, start
January 1, 1934. Haske Veblen to write, sayi t t the
matter Is belng kept secret In erlca. Fl xner expresses
the ope that Weyl, 11k von Neumann, will b come a citlzen.
He depen on V bIen to tell Weyl t t he i on full tlme at
the Instltute, that 1 , he will not ace t ltlple-profes80rshlps
the way Einsteln h 8 been led to do, thou h, of cours ,
enjoys aoademic freed in respect to leoture , ~apers, eto."

.," '­
".
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The letter oontains turthor dat 'pout Courant. The
Rooketeller Institute would appropriate B3,OlO to me t an

ppropriation of' an equal amount f'rom the institute tor
Courant. The plan which Fle er and Veblen have evidently
worked out is that Courant would oome to th Institute tor
t first h 11' year, and be lent Without expense either to
Cambrid e or Yale tor the seoond half year.

Flexner to Veblen. epte ber 9, 1933.

Informs of oable from Weyl. warmest thanks tor your
oohfid noe. Hope for long and happy collaboration.

At the 8 time 811 ix-ti.. writ s Veblen that Courant
bas aooepted a three-year appointment at Cambridge •

.:'. ~,

c ,
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1933

,1WEYL, .IIMA!

CCURA.!:T, RIClURD

ate of

01 ctor

10/9

Bio ph1cal

1'. first salary ch ad fro Jan. 1, 1934 to Deo. 1, 1933 - p. 5.

orted that Courant N.y acoept a call from C8Dlbridge, tngland - p. 6.

Vol. I, No. 15, Minutes lO/Q/33
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ElL, ri.

F OJ(
Flexner to Finley (Editor of New York Times):

•••

Biographioal

Aaadea1a Pereonnel

10/13

"What happened 1n the 'oleyl aa e 1ll ae followl'

"Tor a1Jllolt one hundred yeare there has been at Gott1ngen. th tiaal
faaulty, whiah has de aott1ngen th th tica' 8 tel' of t rld. In unbrok n
suooeesion aUII, Ri ann, elix !lain, il ert (no' ng n l' ir IlIIlnt), nd hiB
euooeR or, lIyl, have e the Ie din a henatiaiATlI of ~h ·orld. l' de tiline to
tart witl, th Sahool of tl tic, fir t4P 'I. to off l' a .r fe a hip to

We 1. Partly for personal rel1~ nl, l£1'gely, h vllr, 1n 00 I"quence of ;Jre -ure from
etudenb, aoUe. e, and the OOVB1'IJ1lBnt, ey1 deaUnlld. Th1ll happened. little o"RIr
a year a • ~en Hitler 0 e tnto power, aka t the firlt act of hie ridiauloUII Minilter
of Education was to be~ dilllli881ng profeillore of mathematial at Oo"'tt1ngen, eome of
WbOlll, thoulrh not aU, were ". The Chr1ltian., who were not diem188ed, thlllreupon
wither ree11l1ed or protelted mOlt Tigorouely. One of thelll, Neugebauer, ha. been oalled
to the Uninre1t:r of Copenhagen, Demark, another, Born, hall been called to the Uninre1ty
of Cambridge, England. Otherl han gone eleewhere. 'oleyl loyaJ.l:r end.avored to a/UTY Qn
work for the !oUowinc .ter 1n the hope th.t the .tom would blow over. At the lind

'. ,, .
"
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ot the spring e....ter he went to Italy and wrota .lmericlIl collea II that he would under
no c1rcUl'lltltances return to Germal1T and that he vu indeed eon id n call at Madrid.
I thereupon oftered him once 1I0re a protenorship in the Instit te for Adftnced StudT,
which he ha aocepted. He sail. for Amerioajl .hortly, firn to gin Q, oourse ot lecture.
in rthmore, for which he had prertolUll)- obtAined leave of ab erlce, then to take up
hie ruidenoe permanllntl)- it Princeton. WeTl i. not a JfIV and haa neTer taken &J1T part
in politice. Like Spranr,er of lltrlin and others, he simply found that the prellent Gel'lll&ll
Gonrnment hu no use tor or conception of the hi r education, whioh ha. real17 de

odem Gel'lll&l\Y - lIIuch lRore eo than the &1'1117.

" 0 ld yo e &llT uae of this aocount, pleue 0 '91Iil it that y part in
tranaitti r t facta May not av n be euapeoted."

Fila II-20

i
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BiD bieal

MAASS.

Dr. FllQQ1er to Kr. ••

brlMkf'ut I ha .1d..rJ'u..L

fir.t. .b concl th t l'

orah .1 .t
a. i ~ in l' or • ex-Ul&;

would you be good to vr1te to h1lIl - Pror.nor 1. Bartol Fo
Inatitute. swartbwlre, Pennqlvan1a _ tll1l1nc b1a that be oould _ you. I
1IOIlld be tow.rda noon be1'ore be could :reach N_ york.....

J'laner to •••

"Sine. vr1tin& you 7e.t.ercIq. I have talked with Pra81d~t qd81otto and Pro saor
V.blen on th. subject or a bou. tor th. werle. Tboucb tbq have 1 ad.t evarrtb1n&
....aUabl.. the7 are t1nd1n& it~ d1.f1'icult .1nn hOWl•• b. • ••are ....17 .oare••
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Veblen ad. the .et1.orl that, ~ch •• Jle baa __ ben,tor the l'eat ot hU lit.,
what b. oqbt to do 111 to bIl1.ld • houe, t.bcluih be ia w1thOl1t -.0 eh e that
I hi; lO'aelt persOll eed IIIOne7 to , which, h oar, is onfident1al
utter tv 11 •• "elot.te eel that he t n of thia
~'. r:r to l:~ • lot t.h& • it • would, the Institute '0111 be per! etly
..ours in 1 b1JI to bUild MXt yMr••• " nan r • to N:Y
"that • qu haft alRTa lI&Teel but loat it dur1nc th. po8't-1IV coNiiti •
Tbe;r both "people ot aUop1 ta a".

eel lAS Truat a-

~.

r

r'.... :

a, erbert H.

••, ..
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193u

LECTURES

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

"WEYL, HERMANN

SCHROEDINGER

Dr. Flexner reported in part:

Academic Procedures

Relations WOAI

Biographical

u/23

" •••• The two additional persons who have come within the sphere of the institute I s
activities since that time have unconsciously and immediately fallen in with the happiness
and attitude previously characteristic of the group. These are Professor Weyl, who had
joined the staff of the Institute itself shortly before our last meeting, and Professor
Schroedinger, who came from Oxford to spend four or five weeks on the invitation of
Princeton University. Professor Weyl announced a course of lectures on an advanced topic,
which had hitherto not been presented in Princeton. His lectures began at 9:30 Tuesday,
Thursday, and Frids,y of each week. He has told me with great surprise that his auditors
include all the professors and associate professors of both the Institute and the Universi­
ty groups, thus indicating an attitude towards learning on the part of thejProfessors which
is far from usual. In addition, he has had in his audience all the workers of the Institute
group and many advanced students from Princeton University, making a total of some fifty
or sixty hearers. I asked him how many hearers he had had in the hey-day of his activities

!
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at a8ttiIlgen.
ability of the
tutions may be

He replied, 'Never more than thirty or thirty-five.' The number and the
students of mathematics and the attitude of the facultiesFf the two insti­
gathered from this one incident.

"Professor Schroedinger, a Nobel Prize winner in 1933, was Professor of Theoretical
Physics in the University of Berlin when Hitler came into power. Though both he and his
wife are of Christian or of 50-called I Aryan' lineage, he gave up his professorship at
once as a protest against Hitler's anti-Semitic and anti-liberal activities. Thereupon he
was promptly offered a professorship at the University of Oxford, which he accepted. He
had, however, previously agreed to come to Princeton University for a visit this year.
His opinion of the situation in Princeton in mathematical physics, as expressed to me in
private conversation recently, coincides with that which I have received from other sources.
While he is technically a member of the Princeton University faculty, he has had quite as
much contact with our own faculty and workers as with the Princeton faculty and advanced
students. Professor Einstein and all the other members of our staff attended his regular
seminars. One morning I had to see Professor Einstein on an urgent matter. It was one
of the few bright, warm mornings which we had had up to that time. I knocked at Professor
Einstein '5 door and heard his genial, 'Herein - come in.' When I entered, I found Pro­
fessor Einstein and Professor Schroedinger in their ehirt-sleeves at the black-board,
engaged in an animated discussion, Which, of course, I was totally unable to comprehend.
This is a general illustration of the kind of co-operation which is taking place in Fine
Hall. Though the time during which we have been in operation is brief, there has not been
a rip'lle to disturb the smooth surface of intellectual and spiritual co-operation and
activity."

Vol. I, No. 19, Minutes 4/23/34, pp 2-3

<
".' .
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1931

L, H nMANN

o TRIm, ~RITZ

Biographical

Weyl Bsisted Fritz Noetherls eon, , in an endeavor to
trace th fate of the father of Emroy and , who had taken
refuge in Russia at the tim of the Nazi discrimination egainst Jsws,

and who, it was known, had been arrest d KX whils at the Iesea~ In titute
for Mathematics and Mechanios in Tonsk. Siberia, during the purge of 1931.
His two sons, Emmyls nephews. were forced to leave Soviet Russia at the
time. "praotiOally nothi of Fri:bz Noetherls fate is known after hie
arrest late in 1931. The only news came from a physicist Who also was
arrested in RUBsia about that time. and ~~ happened to share a prison
oell with Fritz in the Butyrka Pri on in Mosoow in Deoemb r. 1939. Fritz
had been sentenoed to 25 years i rison on some silly oonfession of
espionage to whioh he had b en 1'0 ced under torture. The supposition 1s
that the Russian government turned No€ther over to the Gestapo along with
many of the German ref ees who had fled Germany in 1933t. and the
presumption is that the Gestapo liquidated Noether a8 it did many of the
others. Altnou~h an advertisement was inserted in the British magaZine,
Nature, no re ponse apparently was ever heard."

Correspondence. Hermann weyl files

":.
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. yl to Prot. Richard Courant.

Bio phical

Rochell.e. • Y. I

12/l0

"Al.f'recl Brauer has been otrered an assUtantship in the Institute for the second
tam. oreover we ha 1.nv1ted Hell1Jlger. r and Artur Rosenthal to c oyer with-
out a stipend. Atf1dartta have bean prortded ror all these men and also tor Dehn. Dahn
obviously will try tirst to go to EngJand or the Scand1Jlavian countries. It U sure that
Rosenthal and Helll.nger are in concentration campl probaliQ" also burger. 'e are in
touch with Us elllncer. 1egal and ,ra. Dehn. othing has been heard ot. or done tor.
Toeplits. a-&k U in concentration camp. but we could S88 no way of help himJ however.
I .. told that the English will try to do !lOlll8thing tor him. If you would like to cOllIe to
Princeto next weale to talk oyer aiJ):.hese aftairs you will be walc • and could stay at
our house again.

"I Ul bpt 1n!ormed bT Veblen about the Zentralbl.att. Did you not find his
letter to S a uaterpiecel

"We have quite a n

"
" .

r ot relativ.. to care for. besides Dr. Salomon. I
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eh'a1d Hella's auter w1ll soon have to make up her III1nd whether to cQllle alone (ardthen
probabq' to ~.,.orce her huaballd) or whether the7 w1ll -tgrate together.

"1 told that the Berlin A -:y haa ouated th J ish II ere. !lave you
heard amrthtm. in th1e ~rection 1'l"ClIII the GCUingen a.seUschart7 or course I should

si&n t co ~ that happened. Perhppa it would nen be better 1£ we all resigned nOlJ,
toget r. -,hat F ck's o,)in1on about that.T"

w me COIl.

..
\ :l:<!

"

".11
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JW"-VL, HERMAN Bio raphlc 1

1/23

Terms of appointment 9/6/33 amend d to ell Inate
provision for 1500 tor Insuranoe in light ot other arrangements

d •

Trustee I Minut S, 1/23/39, p. 16

.. .:,:
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1940

Biographical

2/lB

nmJER, .ABRAHAM

Flaner to WeT1t

"The other dq Prore••or Panof.k;r, as re.~sentati.eor the Institute Faoulty,
brought lie a beautU'Ul volume wb1ch had once be1ona:ed to PresWent QUIllan and which the
Johns Hopld.ns TNstHs had ei....n our group that it II1aht be10nc to me - 'The t1rat
Director trca the t1rat Faoulty'. one ot yar1 can tath the depths to wb1ch I as
stirred by this touch1nc and beaut1!'lU act. To President Qu-rt I ow IIOre than &I\fOne
but Il1"s~ can wer lcnovJ to you and ;your colleagues, .. veJ.l as to the Founders of the
Institute. I owe the opporturnt,y to s.. a/J:reaa real1"ed. And you are one of thoae who
have helped to ach1eve this miracle. 1eed I, canI. sq 1I0rel You .st 1ugine tor your­
self the deep pJ.easure wb1ch this re.brance eives 118 and the crat1.tude I reel to those
til who have taken rq dream, nov a rMl1ty. into their keeplnc."

W rUe :A.

, .
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,)'ffrL, HERMA NN

AHLFO~, L. V.

8/1
fhJ
/hl

Academic Activities

Bidlgraph ieal

For correspondence oetween Ahlfors and weyl, ana about
Ahlfors by Weyl, Bee memorandum filed in Chronolo ical f~le

under 1941, b!l. (Als 0 filed under t he two References,
Mathematics and Ahlfors).

W (Weyl) File A

..
"

."
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poe 0 tor • 1 in the '" t or b1e '. death. we
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Jr.",.... WDWi2J

erpt !rca letter trc. nCllMl" to WQ'la

_... I ~t to t1llo 1n lB64. I a poor h1c ItCboo! t,raJ.lU.J1g
ooun. .. to tbrM or our;yMr8 of
• tao I had lone 1n Lat1n. • e.nd -.U14~

alld 0 IV 0 1 n.clftd IV Uoca/ P'lldllat41d
a nh1p 1n te eo 0 of olu tee a1JIOO~_::~:~
two,...no In • Ou.n ca.. abUiq 0:
1.- 1n tbe Un1 tee todq... far .. I kDclwo In

te. .nt.e did ·hard eol1tal7 woll'k· 0 If I were
~ • I wauld ba to the tiona 1Ib1oh prwaUed in
cort.a1I\Q' would not 1t UO" ent who could not w1n an Ao 0

and I voald en t t ta to do 1t .. qui
In 1908. I pI"''' IV fiNt boole called ·The can Colle&•• VIIlLcb
orit1u. of t .. coq on t.ben e.nd U .tUl on tbe oount1'7o I do
cot ball t wd."1'111 PI uW.m. at thet tt.. .. 1nterntecS 1n tbe
CIIle .. 1nterntecS • ttl pne1der)t of the CarDe81. ,"wilda
fo tbe t of T_o • v1 DO to 10 on t that Ie be ..

• • oal .cbooleo rut of the etor.v JOU • 0 "

.'
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JtJII"'I!!OI L, HE RMANN

COHN, ALFRED E.

Biographical

4/19

Cohn to Weyl.

He is advising Weyl on his asthematic condition, and a
dental operation waich Weyl is under oing. He goee on to
say, "Or my. If I can give a 0 d account. I have oome,so far
as the oal n ar i. ooncerned, to the end of my service.
Officially that will terminate on July 1. I feel like a free
man. At the same time I rem mber the story of the canaries
Which a well-meanin eaman released from their caes, out
of the kindn ss of hi heart, and ith the m1ataken b Iter
that a oa e is a b d place in which to live. I am, as yet,
not out or my oa e, and Will, in point of f ct, oontinue to
keep my intelleotual bei in the e same rooms where 1 have
been for so many year. Under th oiroumstanoes my oase
differs fro that of th canaries,"

W (Weyl) Fil Co

"
"

. ",'..
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iEYL, m~ANN B ographical

COHN. D • ALP DE.
(The Ho pital at the Rocketeller
In titute tor Medicalesearoh.
66th street and York Avenue. ew York)

They correspondeR about Vanaittart. Cohn has asked
Weyl what he thinks about Vansittart' s book The Les ona at
~ LIFE. and Weyl repl1e th t e can at t e him .erlouiiI'YI
~~ has unrelated pokes and jabs in appraising the 40
years of experienc in diplomacy w. ioh he has enjoyed. an
that he is incapable ot a rational and 00 nected aporoaoh.
l.1e goss on to say, "I &KJlXJI.U think one can ot umerstand
Germany ap t trom its disastrous and tragio hlat dUring
the put oenturies. Should one blame h r tor t ing religion
so ser ously that she reacted against the worldliness ot
Paplam in the begin. i ot the 16th century by th Retor tion.
And yet the retorm spl1 t the n t 10n In two. and drew upon her
head th terrible 30 year ' war. fought on Gennan soil by
mercenarie trom the tour corners of Europel by whose fault
asks Vanaittart. Only a tool can be sati tied With such a
simple anew r as his. And 80 it i8 with the G rmane' latest

".
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an reate t disaster, Hitler, I expect t t in the times to
come, not Germany, but the risl power of Russia will

dominate the 8cene of worl politicl; whether 'punished' or
not, Germany (like France) will ceale for good to play tne
role of a gre t power. nd wI! tever we do to Germany I feel
non too optimistic about tne future ot our children."

Cohn to 1, M Y 5, 1944.
~",?I

A ks e.tm to wri te an e8 ay
he Illakas such a new an valuable

W (weyl) File Co

this
on xaa subject ~ b
point on the pro le

caus
•
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IWE'lL, H. RMA Biogr phioal

7/i9

Hermann Weyl, stes Park, Colorado, to Sir Arthur
Eddi ton, Ob~erv tory, Cambria , E land, July 2r, 1944.

"Fowler did not ask m &bout Besioovitch. He i an
exoell nt unaly t, but ou would not f1 nd anyt i like

mmim1ty over h I' II. bout hi being or brilliant t n
t e oth r two. I am inclin d to think th&t H 11 Burpee es
him in ori·lnality. Mol' ell's tot 1 work carrios more
weight th n toot of eitMr of them, in m~ opinlon. He 18
stl11 pretty activ and quite r cently publlshed so e
beautiful result in DiopOOntin problems. He lnapir s
yo~ men by hi nthus1aem. ut Is much older than Hall,

nd. m themllt_cs In the f'1r t plllc b 1 tter of'
imagln tion r t r than exp rience and theref'ore are
amenable to the you , I feel this fact ought not to be
disregarded. I should find it very her to come to a eol8&on
b tween Mordell and Halll it it were a question of givlng
a lIU<n of greb.t m 1'1t his u reward, 1 should cast my vote for
Mordell, if it i the future alone that counts, probably forHall.
Either of the two m n would be a very goo choice.

'II' FUe, "E"
. ,,
•
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GEOIlGE D. Bio!"!' 1eal

I •
'e;y~ to Prof. Julian L. Cool ge. Cambridge. laSS. r

"Dirkhotf's 8Udden departure case a. a sreat shock to all the _~Uo~ 1:11
thill COllLtry, and to u. his aan;r tr1end8. I have the protound..t adldration for h18
III&th_tical work. but I .. atra1d ~.ic. vaa Birkhotf's AchUles' heel. It .e.. to _
he never tulJ,y grasped to what extent Jll\Ysic., through the Ol'lllOUa strides M.d.b",
".UM..h.".,,, it has taken durinc the las t torty odd ;rears. has lIIOYed avaT trca all
pa••ibillty ot 1:I1terprataUon 1:11 tenu ot cla••ical .echanic.. It ill bUllanlJ' understand­
able that a III&n who.e reatest acbieveents were 1:11 the field ot d;ynaaic. sbould cline to
sucb cla.eical and b;JdrocI;vnaaical conoeptioNi a. that or a perteot fiu1.d 1:11 the OONItruO­
Uon ot atollio lIlOdela. But what would have been • reaa ble approach at the t1me ot
Lord ulv1:l1, has 10 cau to be .0. I believo that the decisions 0 histo BUCll

que.tion. are deoisive, 1:I1U'Drable and irreversible. B1rkhott'. recent theory 0 Iravita-
tion baa a certa1n appeal by it. clo.en •• to amiBer C nical sc ea, lLU' er or..
it 18 ~t1velJ' eaey to work out ita _th_t1cal CONI ce.. But aa tar aa I can
.... there 18 n reaa te yer tor the belt that it arford. an ad8<lU8te escrl tio
ot the phencaenon of crarltet1o. Thus I cannot help feeling that the le.. saW about
it the better. I know i tHe O?1nion is llbared b:1 the oth r men here 1:11 th Inlltitute--
Vebl n. v 'fiIIaIUl, liN e1:l1, 'ol1' &I'li Pauli -- who are in one lIaT or other experts 1::;.

.. '
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relat1rttT theor;y.

ut ~be 1 I all the lut per.on TOIl Bhould have l' A. It 110 happened, ~ort­
Ul'lateJ.,y, that during the lut week. I •• engaged in • controYel'll7 with B1rlchoff on th•••
TSr;y BaM probl • I all ••nd1nc you under separate caYer two repr1nts 1lb1ch U7 1nd1cate
to you to what extent I .. preju4iced:

-In -s rt.., 1t bardJ;r detraat. troa B1rlchoff'lI creatne•• u a Illlth_t1c1an that
he sn"t part1cularJ,y .ucc aatul in P!VS1Cll. 0 or J.... the saM happllned to dUbert,
and I f"rank:b' llaid .0 in account of hill ¥or ,.aJ.though Bllbert undoubtedJ.y penetrated

oh aore d pJ.y into the reala of pb;y.i.c than Bi.rlchott w.r did."

FUs - Co.

, '.

r.'

. '
.~ "
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!WEYL, HERMANN

11/25

Biographical

Dr. Edgar Dehn, Department or M thematics, Columbia
University, to Dr. George A. Works, Director, National
Roster of Scientific Personnel, Washin ton, • C.

"l had hoped that more oompetent men than myself
would take up the matter I want to discuss, but they don't
seem interested. And if my letter is not ad ressed right,
I hope you will forward it to the proper office.

"Some time ago, German scientists began arriv1n here
'on a more or leas voluntary baais,' as the newspapers put
it. Th Russians in their zone j t 'kidnap' them. And
since the agent sent to Germany by our government frankly
aid on his return that German talent should be shipped here

as war loot, The Russian cas and ours would seem to be
pretty much the same.

"Taken in conjuotion with the belief of our government
and our people that ntern tional law is w t we say it is
(moreover it ia retroaotive and applies only when we want
it to apply), all t s would seem to indicate that th life

.'.­<,
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of a scientist has been reduced to slavery. the tatus of
8cience now is that of a government prostitute. and there
is no haven of refuge for science anywnere on earch.

"In view of the vicious turn whioh human affair have
taken. I should be mo t reluotant to publish any import t
disoovery I might make. or to disol e it oth rwise. And
I should lik very much to ha an answer to two questions.

1. "Can you oompel me to disol e a disoovery? In
whioh oase I may b oareful not to ke one.
Or oan you even oompel me to pursue wuohwork
and punish me if I don't di8cover something?

2. "If I don't want to di 0108e a disoovery. but don't
want to take it to my grave either. can I deposit
it. sealed, with some IW1ss in titution until suoh
time when the ohaos clear8 a little into Whioh we
have plu sd the world. and when we again have an
administration in who e integrity we oan trust?

.'.,•
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"These questions are not hypothetical, and I am most
anx1 0 to balle an answer."

'Ii FUe , B

, ,
"",,
,
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~l to t. Richard Cou t, .., ch.:ue, .T.r

"The _. IIIIdl by which your letter ot J 17 arri.,ed t me •e
letter 1nvit to r.join the Gllttin II aeeellschaf't d.r us schart.en (wb1.oh nov
.... to go under the ot AIcad.a.. dar 1eaeneoha1'ten) • 0nl7 toca7 baT. I giT the
utter a t. H;r firat reaction wa to let be~ • Y are ri ht that
there are cU.aqu1. n_ about thine. CO in O.nun;r poll.tically, but I teel on.
cannot blame the C l'IlIalI8 too • They 11..,. UDd r~ .tren. and. in -.ny reepecta
our policiea have contributed to rek a nat1onal1at1c epir1t.

"But arter rno heaitant. All far .. I
r«~ealbe:r I have er ign I larned tor th first t
troa SIll •a 10 ter that I 1r 11. t. t P to y ~ ran T
Did yOl1 reaign, r were y cu.ted. and it 80 at what tillleT Th4o'~ ot course have
canceled the rahip 0 all nat10nala ot COuntr188 which were at r with alii Gelnlll~.

e have no aaauranelil that the II8n who 1netigated th••e d••oreditabl. action. are not
Mlbera nov. and I IIIUIIt conteas I teel not too happ,y to be ...oo1ated with MI'l like
.a. in the 1 eel • On t oth r hand I really do not w1ah that th~ nov take

....
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repre..1Te aot1.ollJl aca'llJIt theee.-t, ot the _ type as w uaed ga1.n8t us. it
se that the are certain proe..s.. tbat ara 1lTft'en1ble. nder no c1rC\llllstance.
would I ace pt the invitation without learn1nc fir.t what broutht about my dishonorable

'tachs e.

ave 1 ot a .1JI1lar lett r inclined to accept, but af'ter tal1dng thing.
over with decided to peat actio untU we bad CQH to a conclus10

r !d ,;. of this line 1r. of'mar.nata:L'. 'Tor Tod'
Aua Untrtlll _eht leein guter Wille TrtIIl --

wme Cou

.f I ~.

' ...~.

,.
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1947

L, RMANN Biographioal

2/14

ErN TEI , A.

Weyl to Alfred Knopf, Jr., 501 Madison Avenue, 'ew York
City, ebruary 14. 1947.

"It wa very kind of you to se me a oOPY of
Philipp Frank's bio raphy of Einstein. The book has an
authentio ri , whioh i8 no surpr1 e to me ainoe Frank is
a oloe friend of Einstein's and thorou~hly famili with
the European milieu, especially Switzerlan and Pra ue where
Eins tein apent moet of hi l1t'e. Frank ia also a good
~heoretioal phyaicist in hi own right and. like Einstein,
inter sted in th pailo phical aspeots of oienpe. IX
I spoke to Ein teln about t be book and he think¥-t 18 well
done, indeed tho only co petent tht that haa been
written about s life. But inatein himaelf ia oppoa d to
all bio ra y on the rounas of prinoiple, becaus e, a s he aays,
one cannot oreep into anot r man'a skin. I understan" from
him that he know you, so that no introduotion see n oea ary
it' you want to speak to him about the book. But of course it
is out of the question that any opinion of hi bout the book

.: ":',."
t,
~~.,.,

,.,

,-

..
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be made publ1o. It would be bad taste tor a man to say
somethln bout nis own blo"raphy."

W ( 1) File B

"
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WEYL. HERMANN

VEBL N, O.

FRANC • JOS.

B 0 rnph1cal

3/3

See We l'e oorreepon ence r gard1ng invitation of S nd
to rejoin G tt1ngen Aoademy. Wante to know why he wal dropped
froll1 it. Who' doing W 1I1 a favor?

W - Fo

. "
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A elotte ° e11,

B1

tober 19, 1 1.

.. 1 al

10/19

-I ap reol te 01" t n I c
or otob.r 16. It sl.e. th
r.a1 e bow w 11 70 un er ta
tried to ° ro tlle.l. tl tute.
ave .uooe. e •• w 11 a IOU

• •tltute,
t ou1 .e
IUOCO o.

\.; ~ .

",

n ••1 70 r w n lUl letter
c pe.t .ati.r etlan to

kln or t In ve
loan 001 hope t t

e roul1 1 10 te.
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• I LEN Biographioal

Died eptember 5. 1948.

WFile. E. L.

" '
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. MAN

In memori 0 Helene Wey1.

Bio ra hi, al

1led in Ve tical

A File, Hermann Weyl

1e under Weyl, Hermann. "W".
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1948

YL, MR • HERMAN (BELLA) Biographical

9/26

Letter from Aohtm Weyl to Aydelotte, September 26, 1948.

"This is the copy of Hel1a's bIography which I promi d you at
the time of the g therl in her memory at Princeton.

"I am afraid that black on w te it ound even drier than it did
when spoken; but it Is faotua1 and all would haY wanted it no different.
The spar~ he would have given to the tale of her life had ohe
written it herself, the m ory of her will aupply, und ed by time."

(Mrs. Helene Joseph Weyl died September 5, 194~ in Princeton at
their home, 270 Meroer Street

A File, Hermann Weyl
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BE FIT

.A:f1<'VT., HERKANN

VEBrn , O.

STEiART. W. W.

4/1

Aoademic Personnel

Blograph1~a1

Leide dort, April 1, 1950, r g ng
of Veblen and t wart an annuIty

Openheimer to
retIrement que tio
for Weyl.

Lett r fil d in Ghronological tile under 1950, 4/1.

D, Leidead rf, 1946

"
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, L, HERMANN Biographical

1/4

Weyl to Professof A. E. Meder, Tr a urer, American
Mathe tical Society, era University, w Brunswick, New
Jersey, Janu ry 4, 1951.

He pays his dues for the yea 1951 t~he American
Mathematical Coceity, and announces that he 18 payi his
dues as a Contributi Memb r for i8 ~ , "but sinoe I
shall retire at the end of the fir t harl of this ye r and
plan to move to Switzerland for good, I should like to
reduce my duos tor th sub equent year to that of
Ordinary Membership."

W (Weyl) File AM
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1951

, lIT:"l>t.TA"N ogr

fessor eyl r tired, b~t on request of is assooiates
t e rd authori~ed his oontin i on ae at r a ye for
the next t e y at e4,ooo pry ar in a ition to i
pen ion.

Tru tees 1 Minutea, 5/4/51, p. 3

,......

'. ~'1v •
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o 1 III
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yWEYL. HERMANN Biogra phioal

3/3

Memo in file indioating oomponents of a oompl te
biographioal sketoh of We1l.

W For Filing

• I,
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1953

~L' HERMANN BIographical

10/31

H rmann Weyl, 27 Berg8trasse, Zurioh, SWitzerland, to
Dean A. Vibert Douglas, ueen's University, Kingston, Ontario,
Canada, Ootober 31, 1953.

"Time flows by - if not In the univer e, then at least
in our lives. But I still rememuer vividly my Vi8it to
McGill ny year ago when the Bendele still were ther •

"To your questions loan not very well &nswer in the
form of notes Which you oould reproduce in your life of
Eddi ton. For it i8 new more than 20 years that I cea ed
to follow the develop nt of th oretioal physios and the
variou speoulative attempts at establishi a unified field
theory.

~Neverthel.s8 in 1950 I was prevailed upon to give at
the fir t post-war eti of t e Gesellsohaft deutscher
aturforsoher a survey entItled '50 Jahreel tivitatstheorie',

of which you will reoeive reprint by surfaoe mall. I have
marked the places where I disavow (and in oertain sense e.- rrect)
my old theory of 1918, and where I speak of Eddi ton's affine
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field theory. (I had done so b fore, in the ssme vein,
but a 11ttle ore explicitly, in t he Rouse Ball Lecture
glv n by e under Eddington'. eyes in C or1dge in 1930.
At t t tbne I ba the privilege of being Ed ington's guest
in the Oambridge Obser~atory. A German ver ion of the
lecture was printe in Die Naturwi s nschaften, 12, 1931,
49-58; unto. tunately I have no reprint of that paperJ

"Eddi ton was, as everybody know, the drivi foroe
in organiz il the observllt ions of the defleotion of light
by the lun's ravitatlonal fiel dud the total eclipse of
U y 1919, the first empirical t t of an effect pred oted
by Ein teinls gen ral relativity th ory. As to Eddington'
own or ative oontribu tions to th theory, I w~uld say t t
th ~ oonsist chiefly of two thingsl firet his id a of an
affine field theory j t m ntioned, and then his 1 er
atte ts to explain by epiatemolo ical re sons the pure
number. t t s em to enter into the oonstitution of h
universe, viz. th t1 ne otruotu 00 tant 137 the ratio
electriol graVitational radius of the electron, of the or er
of agnitude 10.,0 (this latt r in co oUon with the
number of .t••~ lam ntary particles pre ent in the world) •

•. '.
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"llif: first contributi on oertainly has born fr it.
Eil'15 tein himself took it up vhen he fo nnulat d an tion
principle for s uoh a th ory (which Eddi _ton, I believe
erroneously, had thou ht unneo ssary). The later speoulative
part of his wone, whioh i closely bound up wi th his whole
'ide listic' philosop~ of olence, h 8 been reoeived by
mo t theoretical p~8iclsts with oonsider le scepticism.
Whittaker, nowever, and SohrBdlnger w re an exception. For
myself I mus t oonfess that I ta ve ne ver tri d to understand
it.

"Prom the end of my talk on 50 yeurs of relativity
you will gather that I am al 0 quite sceptical about Ein tein's
mo t reoent unitary field theory. I am pretty eure that
the laet word on the ture of gravit tion is not yet poken,
and I am inclined to believe that it lies in a direction
qUite differ' nt from Eddington's an Einstein's last ide s.
Th riddle may haY to walt a 10 tim for 1te solution.

"I hope you will not mind if I add a personal reminiscenae
about my 1 at enoounter with ddi ton, althou h the
ciroumstanoe had som thin'" extraordinary only for me and
not for him. In A~ust 1933 the I~ter tional Astronomioal

,

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Weyl 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



Sooi t (or Union?) he its etlng in OBttingen. an I.
who after th ou ti of Co~ant. M8.It orn an many others
by the Naz1s h d b oome cireotor of Bttingen's ~ the tioal
Institute. where mo t of the meeti s took plac • h d to
play the role of host to the ~ooi ty. I was t t t time
preparing my flight from OermkDY. inoe k could not tand
life under th Nazi regime. still uncertain, thou h, Where
I would find a refug , in Spain or in the tate. hddington
attended t e meeting. On an excur ion to the Weaer river
we ,hured, alon • th wme railro d compartm nt. an there
I confided to him lily secret plans. IaJlle iat ly aft r the
aleae of the meeting 11ft for outh Tyrol. and after my
ife and chil ren ha 1'0110 e me, I I nt in my resignation

from Switzerlan. I will n ver forget t~t in those anxious
ays, at thia decisive turn of my life, I d for a brier

hour the comfort of Eddi ton's company, quiet understanding
and encoura .ement."

W File, liE"

•
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1955

~L, HERMANN

EINEIN, A.

Biographio

4/18

It is Weyl's appreoiation of Einstein at the time of
hi, death, and shows an addre s to Tom Costigan, C~S-TV.

(Cheok to see whether Weyl delivered this).

KWith Albert Einstein one of the greatest oientists
of all time pas ed away. His speoial theory of relativity
deeply modified our views of spaoe and time, in a manner
that not only affeoted our philosophio 1 oonoept of the
universe but aleo the ost oonorete theories of physics as
for instanoe the theory of atomio speotra. Everybody knows
of what si'ni~ioanoe ~is relativistio ~ormula co~ecting

mass and energy has b en for the development of nuclear
physios. Oombination of a sober snese for reality with a
speculative approaoh to prine pleE and ideas is typioal for
Einstein's soientifio enius. e was singularly free from
prejudices, in soienoe as well as human affairs; si~ple

and direot w re his tnou htl, s1m~le an kin was nis soul.

"While other scientists ware busy to swallow his new

, ,
,. 1,.1i>!'
.. 1..... •

•.-
... '.1'
, "

,,'
I~' ~.. ,,,., ... '."(...;,..
..... ,.
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insight into the relative nature of simultaneity he himsell
pas ed on from special to general relativity, acoor in to
whioh gravitation is most intimately associated with the
geometrio properties of the universe. But also in
quantum theory, especially the quantum theory of h
did some of th spade work, wnich showed Planoh's
energy guanta had a higher claim to reality than the
physioist had fir t thought. In 1 ter years he was
oocupi d with developi a unified field theory covering
both the graVitational area the electromagnetic force
in nature. He made quite a number of attempts in t~is

direotion. After he ha conceived a new ioea it took him
ye r to work out its m thematical con equenoes to the point
wh re it was possible to compare th theory with exp rienoe,
and had h be n anxious at th b gin i to show yo the
merits of the ne~ idea, he was no less anxious to tell you
at the end that a why the i ea had failed. If anybody
had earned the right to 'Work out a fun ament oolem and
ignore the ore d tailed &nd day by day problemE of
physics, it wa Einstein. We 0 not yet know wh th r hie
last attempt failed or uoc.ede; no doubt in time this
question will be decided. At the mOWoRFrgft{eaC~ttto~s¥cel!J to b.

e taBles.

,.
\ '. ~

, .
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I have known Einstein sinoe 1913 when we both taught
at t Institute of Teohnology in Znrioh, Switzerland. I
had the olosest contaot with him immed tely after the
Fir t World War wh n I myself work d in relativity th ory
and m e the first attempt or a unified field theory. He
wa not satisfied with it an his cbj ctions ultilll8tely
proved right. But this oont versy with him 1s on of the
nio st experienoe. of my life; he was both kindness and
frankn ss in one.

In 1949 he wrote an aut io raphy for DiD:xIn
Vol. VII of the Llbr ry of Liv Philosophers ft ited by
Paul Arthur S0h11pp, w 0 reoomm nd to all who want to

t some first-hand infonnati on abo ut t n E1ns tin.
The first .entence of it reads a follows: 'Her I sit In
order to write, at t he a e of 61, somet ng like my 0 wn
obituary. I Later on, after explaini one of t!» ide. that
had move him in is scientifio life he says: 'I t i8
supposed to be an obituaI7?' The astonished reader w1ll
likely a k. I would like to re.ly: essentially, yes. or
the essential in the b il of lr.:an or my t1Pe lies preoisely

I V ~.

I , >
'.
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in what he thinks and how he thinks not in what he aces or
suffers. ' In oonolu i'Orl1.e t I'll quote a ore from .this
autobiogra ~ w oh oontatns hls soientifio oredo as in a
nutshell I 'It is an error to assume that facts b7 themselves
oan Sl¥i hould 7ield scientifio knCMled e without fre
conoeptu 1 construe tion. ,II

W (We,.l) File E
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Acad.-1c Personn.l

Fac1li.t.1es
Corporat.ion
Fao i.
Relat~on. 0 A I
Aoa' . c ian1sat.ion
Corporation
Bioer phical

(Se. J'LEDfER, A., Biograph1.cal - Int..rn.. ~ 10/31155)

,
•
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YL, II; RMANN Biographical

11/4

See tile for mess. e sent by OP enhei r from
Faculty on W~lls 70th birt aYe

D Fne, Wey.l., Hermann, 1946-

, '
• \ .•1

i,. -
,..
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, n NN B10gra hlcal

11/27
12/6

e 1 's last letter 8 to I. A. •

11 d 1n Chrono10 c 1 File un or 19 ~, 11/27.

D Pile, e11, H mann, 1946

'. ,
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o eylt. 111' , publi0 worka
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RMANN

Date of his death in Zurioh.

Biographioal

A File, Hermann Weyl

>­,

(.

, ,
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MO • ALLEN 510 raph1ca1

12/21

!ntervjBw with H nry Allen Mo • December 21. 1955.

File in V rt1cal File er Int erviewB.

!n~erview wi th
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