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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

PRESIDENT'S ROOM
October 18th,1943

Dear Dr. Aydelotte;

In Dr. Dodds' absence I wish to acknowledge with thanks
the receipt of your letter of Oetober 15th, enclosing the
Institute's check for $500 for the von Neumann-ngﬂggstern booke.

_-——-——"""-‘"—-" — - -

Yours very sincerely,
SBZ;;EEEy to the Presideht

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, H. J.
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Octover 7, 1943

Dear Harold: :

| 1 have your letter of October 6th '
: and have jJust signed a voucher for a check for
A $500, payable to yu"pernuuy. for use in the

\ publication of the work by '”E,m...!‘!‘..,
| lqmatorg. I snall have ﬂh mo'tk down from
New York in two or thrse days. Let me say again
how delighted I am that the publication of the
book 1is assured.
Yours sincerely, )

. Frank Aydelotte

: President larol@l ¥, Dodds
- Princeton Uaivo;lity
Princeten, Now Jersey

FA/MCE
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October 15, 1943

Dear Harold:
Herewith the Institute's check for

$500 for the von Neumann-Morgenstern book. Let

pre— ol R

me say again how warmly I appreciate your effective
efforts to provide for the publication. I told
Morgenstern that I thought he and von Neumann owed i

il S

it to the non-mathematical public to produce an
explanation in popular language, which he is
seriously thinking of doing.

I have a telegram from Wright this
morning saying that he has a heavy load of Navy
teaching but that he will try to get leave to come
east next month to talk thingq_ovir.

Yours sincerely,

President Harold W. Dodds
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

FA/MCE
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

PRESIDENT'S ROOM
October 6th,1943

Dear Frank:

If you will send me a check for $500,
pursuant to our telsphone conversation some time
ago, the complete sum of $2040 will then be
available for the publication of the work by
von Neumann and Morgenstern.

Faithfully yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N. J.
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS - Publishers
PRINCETON . NEW JERSEY

President

CHARLES SCRIBNER
Trustees

GEORGE A. BRAKELEY
WHITNEY DARROW
HAROLD W. DODDS
CHRISTIAN GAUSS

Trustees

E. HARRIS HARBISON
HOWARD F. LOWRY
CURTIS W. MCGRAW
CLARENCE B. MITCHELL
ROBERT K. ROOT
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September 20, 1945

Dear Mr Aydelotte:

I was delayed in getting your message regarding
the von Neumann and Morgenstern project, and hence am tardy
with thls note to express my deep appreciation, and that of
the Press, for the contribution the Institute has undertaken
to make toward the underwriting for the book.

I have not yet talked with President Dodds, but as I under-
stand it from Mr Morgenstern, other funds were provided from
some source, and the Instltute has offered to contribute

the final $500.

In the circumstances I heartily agree that you should notify
the other prospectus underwriters with whom you were in
correspondence that the matter has now been taken care of

in other ways.

Cordially yours,

Datus C. Smith,AJr.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

DCS-B
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September 16, 1943

Dear Professor Goodchild:
I very warmly appreciate your letter
of August 17th concerning the book by lormut&n

and von lw 2 am happy to say, however, ~
(el

that the problem has been solved by contributions

from various sources here in Princeton, so that

the Press will be able to publish the book with-

out appealing te the A,C.L.S.

Yours ‘sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

Professor Donald Goodchild

American “Youncil of Learned Societies
1219 Sixteenth Street, W, W,
Washington, D. C.

FA/MCE
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CARNEGIE CORPORATION

OF NEW YORRK
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 18, N.Y.

September 14, 1943

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

In behalf of Dr. Jessup, we reply to
your letter of August 20. We are sorry that,
under the present policy of the Corporation, the
Trustees have not set aside funds from which an
allocation can be made in aid of the publication

on mathematical economics to which you refer.

Sincerely yours,

V7 P g ’7’”'A=f‘azk"

RMLgh Secretary
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September 9, 1943

Dear von Neumann:

It gave me great pleasure to be able, 1 I8
to send you the following telegram: ¢

“Dallgﬁtad inform you publication

of your book zssured Letter follows" - &

J

Presldent Dodds called me up this morn- | U

ing and said there was a source from which further |

funds could be found. He was not quite clear R, |
whether these would come from Princeton University =

or from Princeton University Press, In any event,

only £500 was left to make it possible to publish

the book. Under the circumstances, I called

together the 8tanding Committee and they voted

unanimously that that amount be appropriated from

Institute funds, which will be done,

I am delighted that this solves the
problem and look forward with great pleasure to the
publication of the volume, only regretting that I
shall never be able to unaerstand t myself, In
that connection I wonder if you and Morgenstern
ought not sometime to arrange to have a shorter
explanation of your thesis in popular language - =
perhaps an article. Something of that sort appear-
}n;izhort%y after the book might assist natorinlly '
n S sale,

Yours sincerely,

Professor John von Neumann
Claridge Hotel
Atlantie “ity, New Jersey

FA/MCE -
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Charge fo the mo-mt of. Institute for Advanc ed, Study

1217-B 7 CHECK \
TELEGRAM q;[ ORDINARY
o URGENT
“wemen e ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
SERIAL DEFERRED
Mo nen Mo rren hE] 3
= -
(Foirons thoald oo =3 . TIME FILED
M:m"‘ b R. B, WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J, C. WILLEVER -
B’ aedinary chlegrem. f PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT ™\ V&
Send the following message, subject to the lerms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

September 9, 1943

Professor John von Neumann
Claridge Hotel

Atlantic City, New Jersey

Delighted inform you publication of your book assured
Letter follows |

Frank Aydelotte
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CARNEGIE CORPORATION

OF NEW YORK
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 18

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

August 23, 1943

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Siudy
Princeton, New Jersey
Dear Dr. Aydelotte:
In the absence of Dr. Jessup, I am acknowledging

your letter of the 20th relative to a grant for assistance

in publication of a boock on mathematical economics. Thils

will be braught to Dr. Jessup's attention on his return.
I might add that It has not been the policy of the Trus=-
tees recently to make grants for publication purposes.

I am sure, however, that Dr. Jessup will write you about
this matter within a few weeks.

Sincerely yours,

EG
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20 August 1943
Dear Walter: ¢
Would it be possible for the Carnegie Corpora-
tion to consider an apslication for assistance in the publi- %ol
cation of a book on mathematical economics? There is some b Ay

question .s to whether this book would fall within the scope
of the ACL5, and I wonder whether in such case the Corporation
would be tiiling to consider a direct applieation.
!

Professor John von Neumann of the Institute
for Advanced Study and Professor Oscar Horgemstern of the
Vap rtment of Bconomics of Princeton University have collaborated
on a volume which makes a new and revolutionary approach to
econcmic phenomena based on several papers which von Neumann
has publighed in the last fifteen years on the methematical
theory of games of strategy. I urpose of this volume is
to demonstrate that the same T s method can be applied
to economic phenomena. The volume is sald by competent

Judges to be an extremsely important contribution to the ??

mbiect, 1

The Princeton University Press would like to I

bring the volume out, but they cannot afford to do so unless 3

they have a subsidy of about #2,000. Of this $1,000 has been 1

raised, and we must now find the other $2,000, If it would ‘ i

fall within your nolicy to entertain an zppliecation of this :

kind, 1 should be glad to send you most impressive testimony W

s to the interest and importince of Lhils: volume. : %

' ; -

Yours sincerely, \ iy

\ ﬁ‘

\

President Walter Jessup ' \;'1
Ihe parnegie Corporation \

522 Fifth Avenue ?\k

New York City 2
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TELEPHONE: DISTRICT 3385

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 1727

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1612

AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, 1858

AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1368
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879
SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGESIS, 1880
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 1884
AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION. 1885

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
1219 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

ZLi.'.-. {

CABLE ADDRESS: ACOLS

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1900
AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1902
AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, 1903
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 19504
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS, 1904
AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1905
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, 1906
COLLEGE ART ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1811
HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY 1924

LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924
MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA. 1925

August 17, 1943

POPULATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1932

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Upon my return from vacation I find your letter of July R1st
to Dr. Leland,who will not return to Washington until the end of the month.
I should think that the work of Professors Morgenstern and von Neumann could
be considered for a subsidy by our Advisory Board, provided,of course, its
funds are replenished. I enclose an application blank showing the kind of in-
formation that would be needed in considering a request for a subsidy. This
could be done at the next meeting of the Board provided that application is
filed by October 15th. I do not know whether application as—preieeted is
planned by The Institute for Advanced Study or by the Princeton University
Press. I suggest that the Press, which is well acquainted with our system
of aids to publication, would be the appropriate applicant. In order to
save time I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Smith, and you and he
can decide whether application is to be made, and if so by whom.

Sincerely yours,

%-d.f?»u.'u

Donald Goodchild
Secretary for Grants-in-Aid
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Amevican Council of Learned Societies

Application for Grant in Aid of Publication

o T S I S Sl S SN T S | L v S
[Organization or individual assuming scientific and financial responsibility]

Address of Applicants, ceetladd .

Name of Author or Editor: ______

Titleof Work: ___

Description of Work:

[To be aé)pended. This statement, not exceeding 500 words in length, should indicate the scope, content,
method, and significance of the work proposed].

Critical Estimates:

[To be appended. Statements on the quality of the proposed work from two qualified scholars who have
read the manuscript in its final form].

What publishers and printers have examined the manuscript and submitted estimates of manufacturing and
publication costs?
[Details to be appended].

From what sources, and in what amounts, is further assistance to publication now assured, either uncondi-
tionally or contingently upon aid from the American Council of Learned Societies?
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Proposed publisher:

Proposed printer:

Specifications:
Number of copies: Number of pages: Trim size:
Type page size: Size and style of typefaces:
Number of tables: Line cuts: Half-tones, etc.:
Paper: Binding: Proposed list price:

Estimated Costs:

Manufacture 3

Publication and promotion ____ e T e 5 e
ol =S N | T s Bee s TERT. SonONY u SN S

Resources:

Subsidies . e §

Estimated sale over a period of twoyears @ $

Amount requested of ACLS____ e - Ll B B
Fotal .- .. S . el _. 3

Remarks:

The complete manuscript is available for examination, and will be delivered on request directed to:

Signature

Date:



_ The badk to which Sine refersed is a
s  ‘. ' ~ volume a‘nvmmuo&l economics by Professor lahn
i von Weumann of the I;lumto for Advanced Stndy and
Professor ilorgenateﬁl af’ Princtton Un:luruty. Ye
i expact it to be mﬁlishad by che Princeton University
' '-'Pre':n", and 1 am ssking them to send you 4n announcement
- when 16 app=aars,

Yours sincerely,

FHANF, AYDELOTTE, Director

S RIDE ™ T Whelaess . -
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August 3, 1943

Dear Mr. Smith:

I have had several talks with von Neumann
about the matter of the subsidy necessary for the
publication of the book which he and Morgenstern have

/ written on mathematical economics. I wrote to the
A.C.L.8. and enclose their reply. Do you think the
book would qualify under their rules?

The trouble with the fimerican Philosophical
Society is that they have a rule against assisting in
the publication of books brought out by other publishers,
They might be willingz to publish the book themselves
without a subsidy, but I don't believe there is any
chance that they would contribute the needed 21500 or
$2000 to the Princeton University Press,

The only possible remaining source of funds
that I can think of is the Carnegie Corporation, and 1if
you think it advisable I should be glad to make an
application to them, Before I do so 1 siould like to
be quite certain as to the amount needed, I understand
{*om Eisenhart that there is 31000 available from
Princeton University, and von Neumann and Morgenstern
thought that vou would be able to find another $500, Is
this correct. and is the additional amount needed there-
after £15007?

I am sorry to say that I see no chance of
the Institute putting up the money necessary., The members
of our faculty bring out sc many pudblications which
require subsidies that we have gone on the principle
that these subsidies must be found from outside sources,
and I do not see how it would be possible to depart from
~that principle in this case,

Yours sgincerely,

I

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director
4r, Datus C, Smith, Jr, b
Princeton Universiﬁy Press | e
Princeton, New Jersey -
FA/MCE
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TELEPHONE: DISTRICT 3295

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812

AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, 1858

AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 1868
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879
SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGESIS, 1880
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884
AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION. 1885

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
1219 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Zone 6

July 26,1943

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

CABLE ADDRESS: ACOLS

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1500
AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 1302
AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION. 1903
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1904
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS, 1904
AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1905
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 1906
COLLEGE ART ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1811
HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY 1524

LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924
MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, 1925
POPULATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1832

I have your letter of July 21 addressed to Dr. Leland respect~

ing the possibility of assistance to the publication of an import-

ant work on mathematical economics.

From your description my guess would be that it would be very

difficult to describe this work as belonging within the field of the

humanities, though it undoubtedly has some implications which might

be denominated philosophically. The burden of proof that it belongs

in the field of the humanities, however, would rest upon the applicant.

Mr. Datus C. Smith is thoroughly familiar with the process of

making application to this Council for assistance to publication, and

if you feel that a case can be made for the inclusion of this work

within the humanities, you could well leave the matter of formal

application in Mr. Smith's hands.

Meanwhile, I should suggest that a more likely source of sup-

port might be the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia.

Very sincerely yours

ANV TS
Mortimer ﬁ
MG:B Adminis ve Secretary

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.
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October 9, 1941

Dear von Neumanns

Warmest thenks for the opportunity of reading
this interesting essay on mathematical economics, writtem
by Morgemstern and yourself. This first part (the mon-
mathematical exposition) ought to be imtelligible end
interesting to a very wide circle of readers. I suppose

I am glad you are going to make the thing imto
& book rather than ean article and I hope that as you work
it through you will insert as many illustrations, both from
economics and from gsmes, as you can. I look forward to
talking ell this over with you tomorrow morning.

was keenly interested in your suggestion that
the mathematical theory of economics might demand the develop-
ment of new branches of mathematics running parallel to the
impulse which physics gave to mathematiocs in the seventeenth
tury. If you can get the mathematicians to teke as much

that side of your paper as the economists ere

to economic aspects, you would indeed be
starting something of first-rate importance.

Lours sincerely,
FRANK AYDELOTTE *

Professor John von Neumann
Fuld Hsll s
Princeton, New Jersey

FA/MCE





