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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

PRESIDENT'S ROOM 

Ootober lBth,l943 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte : 

In Dr. Dodds' absence I wish to aoknowledge with thanks 
the reoeipt of your letter of Ootober 15th, enolosing the 
Institute's oheck for $500 for the von Neumann-Mor~nstern book. 

Yours very sincerely, 

~e:;e~:: ~e ~ 
Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
The Institute for Advanoed Study, 
Prinoeton, N. J. 
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Octobu 7, 1943 

Dear Herold: 

' I have ypur 1ett0r ot Ootober 6th 

and have just signed a voucher ~or a check tor 

$ 500, payabie to you p' rsonally. tor use in the 

publication ot the work by Vi)n !.~~ll and 

or~enstern. 
I 

I snall ,have the check down trom 

New York i n two all three days . Le t me say ags.1n 

how deli ghted I ~ that the pUblioation of the 

book 1s assured . 

Yours s~cerely. 

President Harold W. Dodds 
Princeton University 
P.rinceton, N~w J ersey 

lI'AjUC! . 

.. 

Frank Ay4elotte 

; 

• 
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October 15, 1943 

Dear Harold: 

Herewith the Institute's check for 

1500 for the von lIeumann-llorgeJu5tern book. Let 

me say again how warmly I appreciate your effective 

efforts to provide for the publication. I told 

Morgenstern tllat I thought he and von Beumann owed 

it to the non-.athematical public to produce an 

explanation in popular language, which he is 

seriously thinking of doing . 

I have a telegram from Wright this 

morning saying t}'Iat he has a heavy load ot l avy 

teaching but that he will try to get leave to come 

east next month to talk thing~ over. 

Yours sincerely, 

President Harold • • Dodds 
Princeton University 
Princeton, lew Jer.ey 

FAille! 

, ' . . 
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PRESIDENT'S ROOM 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Ootober 6t h ,l943 

Dear Frank: 

If you will send me a oheck for $500, 

pursuant to our telephone oonversation some time 

ago, the oomplete sum of $2040 will then be 

available for the publioation of the work by 

von Neumann and ~rgenstern . 

Faithfully yours , 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte , 
The Institute for Advanoed Study, 
Prinoeton, N. J. 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS· Publishers 
PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 

Pruidtnl 
CHAJU.ES SCRIBNER 

TrlJ.JlttJ 

GBORGE A. BRAKELEY 
WHlTN.RY DARR.OW 

HAR.OLD w. DODDS 

CHRJSTIAN GAUSS 

TrUSlw 
B. HARRIS HAR.8IS0N 

HOWARD F. LOWRY 

CURTIS W. MCGRAW 

CLARENCE B. MlTCHBU 

R.OBERT K. R.OOT 

HUGH S. TAYLOR. 

DATUS C. SMITH , JR .• Dine/or 

NORVELL 8. SAMUELS, Sal,s Manag" • P. J. CONKWRlGHT, Ar, DirK/or . ELM ER. AOLEa, CONN/lant 

IRVING M. UPD IK E, BmifltJS Mlnlag" • SDIT H A. eRAY, Strviu Manag". 

September 20, 194~ 

Dear Mr Aydelotte : 

I was delayed in getting your message regarding 
the von Neumann and Morgenstern project, and hence am tardy 
with this note to expres~ my deep appreciation, and that of 
the Press, for the contribution the Institute has undertaken 
to make toward the underwriting for the book. 

I have not yet talked with President Dodds, but as I under­
stand it from Mr Morgenstern , other funds were provided fron 
some source, and the Institute has offered to contribute 
the final $500 . 

In the circumstances I heartily agree that you should notify 
the othe r prospectus underwriters with whom you were in 
correspondence that the matter has now been taken care of 
in other ways. 

Cordially yours, 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
DCS-B 

~ 
Datus C. 
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-. 
September 16, 1943 

Dear-Professor Goodchild: , -
I 

I very warmly appreciate your lettar 
--

of Au~ust 17th concerning the book by Morgenstern 

and von Naumann. I 8m happy to say, hO\fever, -----_ ... 
that the problem has been solved by contr1butions 

from various sOllrces here in Princeton. so that 

the Press will be able to publish the book with­

out nppaal1n to the A.C.L.S. 

Yours -sincerely. 

FRANK AYDSLOTTE, Direotor 

Professor Donald Goodchild 
Amerioan ~ouncl1 or Learned Societies 
1219 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

~A/UCE 

j 
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OP'PI C E OF' T n e S KCn.8T A.JlY 

CARNEGIE CORPORATION 
O~ N E W YO R K 

5 2 2 F I FTH A V ENUE 
NEW YORK 

18 , N . Y. 

September 14, 1943 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte : 

In behalf of Dr . Jessup , we reply to 

your le t ter of August 20. We are sorry that, 

under the present policy of the Corporation, the 

Trustees have not set aside funds from which an 

allocation can be made in aid of the publication 

on mathematical economics to which you refer. 

RMLgh 

Sincerely yours , 

~7 7?7. ~.i'~ 

Secretary 
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September 9, 1943 

Dear von Neumann: 

It gave me great pleasure to be able , 
to send you the followlng telegram: 

"Deli hted i nf orm you publlc tio~ 

• 

of :tour bonk lOti ured Letter follows" 

I 

?resldent Dodds cnlled me up this morn­
ing ~nd said t hp r e w~ s a source from which further 
funds could be found. He was not quit/! clear 
wh ther th~se \fould cOllie from Princeton Universl ty 
or from Princeton Univers ity Press. In any event, 
only 500 was left to ~ake it poss1ble to pabl1sh 
the book. Under the circumQtances, I called 
together th~ Gtand ing Comm1ttee and they voted 
unan1mously thet tha t amount be appropria ted from 
Institute funds, w~1ch will be done. 

I am dellghted that this solves tpe 
problem and look forward w1th grea t pleasure to the 
publ1oat10n of the volume, only regretting that I 
shall never be able to understand it myself . In 
th8t conneot1on I wonder lf you and Morgenstern 
ought not sometlme to arrange to have a shorter 
explanat10n of your thes1s 1n popul r language -
perhaps an a rt101e. Someth1ng of that sort appear-
1ng shortly after the bool! mlght ass1st matsr1ally 
1n 1ts aale. • 

Yours sincerely, 

Protesaor John von Neumann 
Clar1dge Hotel 
A tlantl~ l,,1 t y . !l 'tr Jersey 

FA/MCE · 

• 
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UNI.ON 
fl • • • WHITE 
P ,.II:.ID II:N T 

N CWCO M B CARL-TON 
eMA' ''''''" OP' n i l: . 0 ..... 0 

oJ . C . WILLIEVER • 

Professor John von Neumann 
Claridge Hotel 
Atlantic City, New Jersey 

September 9, 1943 

Delighted inform you publication of your book assured 

Letter follows 

Frank Aydelotte 

ACCOU NTING IN FORMATION 

TINE FILED 
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A .01o:l nnHTRATn""H AsSISTANT 

CARNEGIE CORPORATION 
01'" NEW Y O RK 

.522 FIFTH A V ENUE 

NEW YORK 18 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

August 23 , 1943 

In the absence of Dr . Jessup, I am acknowledging 

your letter of the ~Oth relative to a grant for assistance 

in publicat on of a book on mathematical economics . This -will be brcught to Dr . Jessup's attention on his return . 

I might add that It has not been the policy of the Trus-

tees recently t :, make grants for publication purposes . 

I am sure , however, tha t Dr. Jessup will write you about 

this matte r within a few weeks . 

Sincerely yours , 

%o.Cj+~ 

EG 
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20 AuguJt 1943 

Dear alterl 

Would it be po.sible for the Oarnegie Corpora­
tion to conside~ an appl ic ation fo r assistance in the'publi­
cation ot a book on mathematical economfcs? There is some 
question .R to whether this book would fall within the scope 
of the ACL5, and 1 wonder whether in such oase the Oorporation 
woul d be willing to consider n direct ~ppliQatlon • 

. ?rof essor J ohn von lfewnann of the Ins t itu-te 
for Advanoed Study and Protessor Oscar orgaD.tern of the 

ep rtment of Economics of Prinoeton Univer ity have collabora ted 
on a volume which makes a new and revolutionary approach to 
economic ahenomena based on ~ eve ral ~apers which von Neumann 
h s pUblilned 10 the last fit en years on the mathematioal 
theory ot games of strategy. of t his volume is 
to de80nstrate tba t the same B method oan be applied 
to economio phenomena. The v is sai d by compe tent 
judges to be an extremely important contribution to the 
,ju b .1 ect. 

. The P~inceton Unl ver sity Press would like to 
bring the volume out, .but they oannot afford to do SO unless 
they h:tve a sul1!iirty of about 3.)0:)0 . Of t his 1,000 has been 
r aised and we must now f ind the other ~2 .000 . I f it would \ 
f 11 \.,hhin your "')olicy t. entert;;. in 'in a ppl1c tion ot this 
kind, 1 should be glad to send you most impressive testimony 

5 to the inter e" t and impor t· ne e of ' his volume . 

Pre3ident al t I' J essup 
the ~arnegie Oorpora tion 
522 f 1fth Av nue 
New York City 

Yours s ince flly . 

\ 
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TELEPHONE:; DISTRICT "9' 

AMnltAl( PHILOSOPHltAL SOC£T1'.11l7 

A .. nltAl( ACAM .. ' or AITSAHD SCtDl([.S.I7111 

A"UltAH AM'llOUAIIAN SOC1£T1'. IIU. 

AMElltAN 01lDCTAL soam. IIU 
A .. nICAM NU .. ISMATlC SOCI£T1'.IUI 

AMElICAN PHlLOLOGICALASSOCIATlON.IHI 

UCHAU)LOGICAL INmTUTEOf AMElitA. 1.71 
SOCIETY or IIlUtAL UTtlATUU AND EXtGUIS. INO 

.. OOEIN LANGUAGl ASSOCIATlON or AMlIlCA. III' 

AM[.ICAM HISTOIlCAL ASSOCIAnON. 11&4 

AMElleAN [COItOIIIIC ASSOCIAnON. '"' 

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 
MEMBER Of THE 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

11.11 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. w. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

z 
August 17, 1945 

CABLE ADDRESS: ACOLS 

AIIIUICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOClAnoN.llOO 

A .. nlCAM AIfTHtOPOlOGICAl. ASsoc:tATlOH. 1102 

AIU.ICAN I'OlInCAl SCIDCE ASSOCIATlOIl. 19O5 
IIIUOGlArtflCAL SOCttTT Of AMUICA.lt04 

ASSOCIAnON Of A"[lICAN GEOGlAPHUS.1104 

AIUIICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOClm.IIOS 

A .. ElICAN SOCIETY OF IIfTEtHATlOHAL U.W.11IOI 

COI.LlGl UT ASsoc:tATlOM or AIIIlIleA. 1911 
HISTOtT Of SCIota: SOQ[l1' IlZA 

UNGUISTlC SOCIETT Of ..... ElleA. lilA 

,,[I)IA£VAl ACADE .. ' Of AItIIUICA. IllS 

I'OrUUTlON ASSOCIATlON Of ..... [.ICA.IIJ2. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, N. J • 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

Upon ~ return from vacation I find your letter of July 21st 
to Dr. Leland,1Iho nll not return to Washington until the end of the month. 
I should think that the work of Professors Morgenstern and Ton Newnann could 
be considered for a subsidy by our Advisory Board, provided, of course, its 
funds are replenished. I enclose an application blank show:ing the kind of in­
formation that would be needed in considering a request for a subsidy. This 
could be dona at the next meeting of the Board provided that application is 
filed by October 15th. I do not know whether application ae JlP9jss1;8Il is 
planned by The Institute for Advanced Study or by ths Princeton University 
Press. I suggest that the Press, which is well acquainted nth our system 
of aids to publication, would be the appropriate applicant. In order to 
save time I am sending a copy of this letter to ){r. Smith, and you and he 
can decide whether application is to be made, and if so by whom. 

Sincerely yours, 

~..,(" . .( 

Donald Goodchild 
Secretary for Grants-in-Aid 
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§merican ~ouncil of l.earneb ~ocietie~ 
Application for Grant in Aid of Publication 

Name of Applicant: ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

[Organization or individual assuming scientific and financial responsibility] 

Address of Applicant: ______________________ _ 

Name of Author or Editor: ___________________ . 

Title of Work: _____________________________ _ 

Description of Work: 
[To be appended. This statement. not exceeding 500 words in length, should indicate the scope, content, 

method, and significance of the work proposed]. 

Critical Estimates: 
[To be appended. Statements on the quality of lhe proposed work from two qualified scholars who have 

read the manuscript in its finaJ form]. 

What publishers and printers have examined the manuscript and submitted estimates of manufacturing and 
publication coSts? 

[Details to be appended]. 

From what sources, and in what amounts, is further assistance to publication now assured, either uncondi­
tionally or contingently upon aid from the American Council of Learned Societies? 
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Proposed publisher: 

Proposed printer: 

Specifications: 

Number of copies: N umber of pages: Trim size: 

Type page size: Size and style of typefaces: 

N umber of tables: Line cuts: Half-tones, etc.: 

Paper: Binding: Proposed list price: 

Estimated Costs: 

Manufacture $ 

Publication and promotion ____ ~ __________________________ _ 

Totru ___________________________________________ _ 
$ 

Resources : 

Subsidies ___________ ____________________________________ $ 

Estimated sale over a period of twO years <Ii $ _______________ _ _ 

Amount requested of ACLS __________________ ____ _ 

Total ____________________________ _ $ 

Remarks: 

The complete manuscript is available for examination, and will be delivered on request dilected to: 

Signature _ 

Date: __________________________ _ 
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The book to lfhich ! 1me referred 13 a 

volUllle on Il\"th, . t..ic economiC3 0 Profon:;or John 

von f?-eumaon <:If the In;tl tute f r l dva..ce:l tu~Y and -
e ~ ~;:ct i !. t· un !'-Ioii i '1 tl L7 ;;!.!; P d nCQ1;()n Uni v e r s i ty 

YOI.11' S ilncorel.:r . 

rrvvrr. t.YD£LO 'i'E . Direc tor 

~ . L. ,he165 Q, ~ 1. 
829 Oneont~ S tr~~ t 
Shrevepor t 46. Leo • . 

, 

f 

• 

, 
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329 Oneonta vtre~t 
~r~~veport 45 L~ . 

Univ~rsity 
:t'vr .,dv=ca d 
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1.10':; \) 19 4. 3 

~tudy 

':tan tleDle n :-

Tlme _!a~azine , 1..\1;3 \) 1943 , p:::.",~ 58 , 

states that YDU are preparinJ tor publication 

a br-ok iving "a m:l. themat ic ian ' s - ay e view 

of 9conomic phenomena" . 

~ny I 15 put on a list to be noti:l~d 

ty the publisher 'hen it is p'lblis b<;)d , urd 

'luoted !l price? 
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Augus t 3, 1943 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

I have had several talks with von Beumann 
about the matter of the subsidy necessary tor the 
putilloat1on of the book which he and Morgens tern have 
written onmathematlcal eoonom1cs. I wrote to the 
A.C.L.B. and enclose their repl y . Do you think the . 
book would quality under their rules? 

The trouble with the American Philosoph1cal 
Society 1s th~t they have a rule against assisting in 
the publi~at1on of books brought out by other publishers. 
They might be willing to publish the book themselves 
without a sUDsidy, but I don't believe there is any 
chance that they would contribute the needed $ 1500 or 
$ 2000 to t he Princeton University Press . 

The only poss i ble remaining source of funds 
that I can thi~~ of i s t he Car negi e Cor?ora t ion , and if 
you t hink t t advi sable I should be glad to make an 
app~icatlon to them . Beforo I do so I s r ould like to 
be quite certain a s to the amOUl1.t needed. I unders tand 

rOUl EisenhRrt th~it thp. !'e 1s 1000 available f rom 
Princeton -U n1versi t y, and von Neumann and liorgenstern 
t hought that you would bo able t o f i n:l another t. 500. Is 
this correct. and i s the aJditional amount needed there­
after $ 1500? 

I am sorry to say that I see no chance of 
tho InstItute putting up the money necessary. the members 
of our faculty br1ng out so many publications which 
require subs idies that we have gone on the pr1nciple 
that these subsidies must be found from outside sources, 
and I do not see how it would be possible to depart from 
that principle i n thi s case . 

Yours Sincerely, 

FRANK AYDELOTTE , Director 
.ar. Datu5 C. Smith, !.r. 
Princeton University Press 
Princeton, Nn Jersey 
FA/MCE 
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TELEPHONE: DISTRICT:un 

AIIfEIICAH rHlLOSOHtICAL soctETT. 1m 

AMtilCAN ACADEMY OF AITS AND SCIEMCD. 1710 

AMEIICAM AIfTlOllAIIAH SOCIETT. II1Z 

AMElleAM OIIEIfTAl SOCI[Tl'. lau: 

AMEIICA" MUMISMATIC SOCIETY. lUI 

AIUIICAM PHILOLOGICAlASSOCIATlOM. II" 

AlCKAEOLOGICAllMmTUTt Of' AMEIleA. 1m 

SOCIETT Of ...... ICAL UTUATUIE AMO EXEGDlS. 1110 

MODEIM LANG UAG E ASsoctATlOH 0' AMEIICA.11IJ 

AMEIICAH HISTORICALASSOCIATlON. lt14 

AMElICAN ECONOMIC ",SSOCI ... TlOM. 1115 

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 
MEMBER OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

1219 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON. D . C. 

Zone 6 

July 26,1943 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

CABLE AoeRUS; ACOLS 

AMEIICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATlON.I!IOO 

AMEIlCAM ANntROl'OlOGICAL ASSOCIATlON.lI02 

..... ElICAM I'OllTltAl SCIENCE ASSOClATlOM. 110) 

.. aLIOG .... PHICAl SOClrTY Of' AMElICA.ltIM 

ASSOCIATION Of' AMEIICAN GEOGRAPHERS. I'" 

..... ElICAN SOCiOlOGICAL SOCIETT.IIO! 

A .. EltICAM SOCIETY Of' IHTEINATlONAlLAW. ltoi 

COlUGE ART ASSOClATlOM Of' "'WUICA. It! 1 

HISTOn' OF SCIENCE SOClrTY ItU 

UNGUISTIC SOClrtY OF ..... UICA. ItU 

WEOlAlYU ... CADE"Y Of A .. EIICA. UU 

I'Of'\ILATlON ... ssoa ... nON OF ..... ElICA. IUZ 

I have your letter of July 21 addressed to Dr. Leland respect-

i.ng the possibility of assistance to the publication of an import-

ant work on mathematical economics. 

From your description my guess would be that it would be very 

difficult to describe this work as belonging within the field of the 

humanities, though it undoubtedly has some implications which might 

be denominated phllosophical11. The burden of proof that it belongs 

in the field of the humanities, however, would rest upon the applicant. 

)fr. Datus C. Smith is thoroughly familiar with the process of 

making application to this Council for assistance to publication, and 

if you feel that a case can be made for the inclusion of this work 

within the humanities, you could well leave the matter of formal 

application in llr. Smith'z; hands. 

lleanwhile, I should suggest that a more likely source of sup-

port might be the American Fhilosophical Society in Philadelphia. 

Very sincerely yours 

MG:B 

Dr. Frank: Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N. J. 
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October 9, 1941 

Dear voa 10 'M' 

lanIa.t tbenk. tor the opport1a1t7 ot readi n, 
th1. 1at.l'd.tiq e •• 1Q' OIl utbllllatlcal eoOllOll1o., wrltteD 
bJ. IIorpa.tll'D aDd JOV.alt. 'fllb t1rlt ~ (the _­
u~t1oal gpo.lt1oo) oUiht to be 1at811l.lbl. aad 
1ater .. t1nI to I vaq wid. 011'01. or read.n. ' I 8\lPpoaa 
• parlOll l1ke ~alt ~ 110\ get IIJl1WheI'G with Part 2, tho_ 1.t tllat &lao bu,_ 'lloo-aatbau.tlcal introcl_tloa 
1 .bot&14 11lte to ... 1t. 

1 ' .. flad ,JOIl aro ,o1nl to uke the th1n& lato 
I ~ rather thaa Ul article Nl4 I hopa that I. lOU work 
It tbroaIh 701l will inoert ... lI&IIT Ulwitntloaa, both ~ 
600II""_ aa4 t~ , .... , a. 7011 CIIIIl. I look torn.r4 to 
talk1 n, ell th1. 0"'01' witb 701& to.orroll' IIOra1ag. 

1 -J. k..q uaturalltecl 1a 10111' .ucceotioa tllat 
the uth_tical theor"7 ot e_oa1o. llilbt d_4 the 4e"t'elop­
_t or An bl'lllloh .. ot ut.heu.tio, runn1nl ..,.anal to the 
1~.e ~ ~lo. ga .... to ut~tl0. 1a the ._tu_th 
CGDWry. It 1- 0Ul- .et tba _theaatlo1GDa to take II aoh 
interest 1a that .14e ot 10111' papal' .. the eOCllloa18t. are 
l1&1'e to taIte 1a the eoooOllio .~ot., 7C11l -U 1a4e14 be 
lltartiq _eth1aC of f1rlt-rato bportWlce. 

Prote.oor lobo "fOIl • ...-aA 
11&14 Hall 
P.r1ncetoll, In lar.e,. 

J'J/1l0B 
, 

, ' 

lour. .1aoerel.y, 

fRANK AYDELOTTE 

I 
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