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Denr Abe:

fn osur return from e noliday in (slest ne, 1 fimu your let-
tor o7 lareh 2lst. (Ipcidentully, both iariom and 1 are onder thae
ovell of 'alesl ue's buanty snd of lhe sehievoments of tio Jewish
oct-"ar migretions 1 know of nbthing more inspiring wmanilesting
itself amywhere in Llhe worlde Yes, thet sounds like tall talk, but
tistrs the wey both of us feel about ite)

I8 eourse L rm very sorry il uay letter stould reve been touo
blatte | eod G lengunge off eamdor to try to reesh your mind, but

QAN
certeinly not ¥8en (o grage your sensibilitiese but ronily 1 don't

thinit' I departed in uy nruner Tronm Y.;;(‘_'f.'li: standerdse. 1 read Han-
s r-p :;arl_v erd oncu & week 1 atlend balllol Collern meotings,

rod '_C- enr. #rsure you i @ wvithin tae best treditians of fx‘u"lis&; fortle
I’W in donliry witlh impersonal,inlei;wetusi Wﬂmq;' in what .
vt YWie ’?.cp dhe ss3enoe of' the business is t?'mt { A dealing with
A intelicelual issue, with Lhe neture 0(- idess and the peens of ro-

aliziny tluoma

Wiell, reslly im woat 1 sald sboat orman universities L waan't
roaderine ¢ S0 reme wourt Jjudgrent nor ever dbtompting e conprenensive

verdiete To erese Thsir countpibutious to (elenes und toonght is to
hlot oul o wmeslt signicicant chapter ol mouern intellestunl uistorye

I oeinrly do nobl wanl Lo be iamjrisoned by vorusn preocadents of sdmine

e

N L e ‘Wm‘ ra S ..m'.wmm
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u
istration and acndemie socinl arrengements and the various
practices that go towards the government of educational in-
stitutionse Mor wvarious reasons, transrlantstion of that
sort is doengerous, becsuse it may be, and is likely to be,
inart, But eapeci_ally with refe enoe to Germon Universities,
I wonld want %o kvm; mach more than 1 do &s to the fastors
thet moszo:x.ﬁversitios the foel of so mmeh moral jolson ior

the world both in the nincteenth and twentiei: century, Be-

¢ fore I tool over a Gorman preotice tiat I decmed destructive
to the dulldinr 'r of a soelety of se olsrs simly because
Germmm universities heve undoubtedly been powerful contribu-
torse liorcover, 1iffGerman exrpeience becomus relevant, I
should want to kn»w wvery muech more than I do know about the
freelom from finanelicl cere in German universitiese I sup-
posa you know all sabout gueh things os side irconmes for
learned contributions in their lemrnod periodieals snd the
Padding, nmonz other evwils, thet resiltc from thet, and the
effect or cost smd content of German leerned reriodicsls; 1
surross yoo e£lso know sall ebout the vari-us and devious fiok—

> 2 . ) (&35, - t +
ings in the Ger an uriversity world: Kollep.’um Golders “O%C~

bnolks, leetures, exsminstion of a ecinons, ratonts snd diverse
other rraeticos end thelr comcomitunt vbusese I bow to y ur
autrity, »f course, but really I sh0:ld have to ask & grect

many rrestions bofore 1 eccerted the thesisn that Gorman aos-

e —— T Y ————— - g TR racive
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demie echlovemonts find their explanation, or (ven n largs
rart of it, in tholr freedom from finaneianl eurcse let alone
in any spstem of Individuali..d remuneratione
/ Nor alould yeu have tsiken too seriously my ;edestrien
objestion %o "s rarudis of se wlars as an ideel’. After ell,
I em not v n1ly disértitled to suy tiat I do mol velue less
then you do tha cleims of lesrning, oven as ageinst not unen-
ticine temptations in the world of afiairs. ‘ou san't put the
fnetli-r of seholarshlr and learning in a eivilized soociety too
hirhefor nes Ireclsely beenuse I eore wbout il so jnssiomately
“wmt T wont o gee it @romatod under the conditions tnal arc -
ot 2elf=lafentinge Andl ruat suy that I deriverueh more dir-
action by sherrcterizing our alli as the oreation of a“soolety
of rohelays” then by telodin: sbout Paradisu for se wlars
@"JJ\ ({v‘d s evesbe o ()M\,rx’.i;;a fui z‘_u}r‘)o»;y, put by rooling
trodr ofRxts, Lialr disiwbevestulness, Mheir conilidence in
an= srother, WWM Ly &SW -A:..z..:«n:s,e‘.'{s ai.den
AMF 1 f‘j.f“t‘erc't ol ow ! i.o Uwe %\ﬁv e ?.ﬂw AR gy
wiskld, & grou: ol eruals esuy 15 co:vs@ ui time, evolve them-
e vern Ml§ Qo S:Mﬁ-h’\— ‘\ spehob oo
/\f‘\m‘. o U come o the i posit by V"“I sobuer of pabru-
= oL
ary Hste 1(;\%\{;; 211, ry romerle sbowt sermen .niversaties
end wy lurbeving humor cbout urudise wers als bow, tis nyve

4

hotl am concerned with is vomet.ilg tiau 1 wean vital o

T ol
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the etmosphere and eontext of the soolsety whieh I wes hoping
the imegination of iire Bamberger and lirse. Fuld would make
r0a8iblee /';ho bosis of remameration snd the proecedure, in-
e classif'ication, by whieh salaries are to

cluding objeetiv
Ltt‘ rs that . deem cenirel for ¢ self-respect-

be fixod, are
i : ‘ ing soeiety of|scnolars and therefore ceatral for tne raalsze-
'tion of tha! i§ual of learning which you end 1 sharee 1t is
unnecussery to burden you with the considerations trat are con~-
trolling for me, for I have nut inem as .:omx',luﬁwiq es i eould
in my let er to you of k'ebrun;ry clste’/ . om bound to eéy that
yoar rerly to Lhie letter lewes the eentrel point of the guum-

sunioslion unsltendeds 1 gscume 1 shall hear {'rom you on this

You teve omly ome indireet referunce to it in your

vital 16016
we ure slill in an exrerimental stapge andmey be

remerk Laml
for some years to come and that the fawer permaront decisions

w6 rure ot the outset, the rrenter f'reecom of action we retain
f'or onurselvese But surely you mmke ¢ deoision when you mnke

o GCRPRRTE

! individasl arrongecen » roy salaries. :hinl is the mos’ rotent

l dd of joliey, even “hough no formal label of rolicy be at-

tachd Lo te md i jnet wonder whether the Board of ilpusteecs

| '_(.!e..uﬂh:’:ljy’.Gi:%OdBFQQ what is involvad in these indieidunl de-
] cin’t ,.rxsz; I thirg fundamental natters are involved snd funda-
n\»:?.t.\l.al untters al’;.’octing ihe desire of the Instituto co astab-
1lish n school of politieal science.
I em glad to hear ali goes well with you.

Alweys y ours,

Dre Abraham Flexner .

G TIIIIE S ARYT T O I 5 SRS T STAN K B
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

Chairman
OFFICE

20 NASSAU STREET

HERBERT H. MAASS
Vice-Chairman

WALTER W. STEWART
Vice-Chairman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Treasurer
IRA A. SCHUR

Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE

Secretary
ESTHER §. BAILEY

Assistant Secretary

October 10, 1934

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Felix:

TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
ALEX1S CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H, MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY 5. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN

LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

I should 1like to include in the minutes of loncday's meeting

2 brief statement of the views which you expressed after hearing my report

on the subject of economics and politics.

the points you made.

I realize that you spoke on the
spur of the moment and, though Mrs. Bailey has notes, you may want to rephrase

I am therefore sending you a copy of my report in

the hope that you will send me at your earliest convenience snything that

you would desire to be incorporated in the minntes. I am doing this for

two reasons: (1) in order that, when the trustees see the mimutes, they

mey once more ponder what was said at the meeting; (2) that a. fairly

complete record of the trensactirns of the Board may be contalned in the

minutes for the benefit of future directors and trustees,

I can't tell you how much I anvreciateé the czndor of your

corments and the tromnble which you took to come down to New York for the

meeting.
Remember me warmly to Marion, and believe me

Ever sincerely,

P.S.

Q.+

There is no reason why, if an addition occurs to you, you should not

enlarge or modify the remarks which you made on Monday,

Professor Felix PFrankfurter
Law School of Harvard University

A.F,
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11 oct. 1934.
Dear Abe:

If any remarks of mine at Monday's meeting helped to
focus the attention of the members of the Board on the underlying
difficulties in the organisation of & School of Economics and pol-
itics and shed any light upon the dark places of those difficul-
ties, I am glad, fThe remarks were, as you say, uttered on the spur
of the momentk and so they are gone fro: memory, except as to the
main ideas that I endeavored to express. Therefore I should be glad
to see Mrs. Bailey's notes and perhaps incorporate them with appro-
priate emendations.

Ever yours,

1 Dr. Abraham Flexner
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Mr. Frankfurter thought that the director's ob-
servations on the proposed school of politics and econcmics
stated the dilemma inherent in grappling at once fruitfully
and honestly with the problems of society as an intellectu-
al pursuit. All talk about science in connection with the
so-called social sciences is misleading if we mean anything
more than the temper of mind which seeks to be as objective
and as disinterested as possible and unconcerned with im-
media*e reforms and the practical settlement of day-to-day
social problems. Essential to this temper of mind is aware-
ness of the biases, the predilections in which all of us
are implicated and the unconscious deflections of which we
can only guard against by consciousness of them. In a word,
in dealing with social problems, that is the whole field of
politics in its broad sense, we must endeavor to pursue pure-
ly intellectual ends, at the same time that we are concerned
with the most controversial issues of our time.

For disinterestedness in the sense of abstract po-
litical problems is to the extent that it is attainable alto-
gether futile. It is highly significant that the great con-
tributions to political science were all contemporaneous docu-
ments, that is, they dealt with the contentious issue of their
fime énd were directed towards the promotion of definite po-
litical vieﬁs or goals. Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, the Fed-
eralist, all were, as it were, contributions not in abstracto
but in the context of their time, and of course the same is

true of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations.
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And so in our time we must deal wifh issues which,
however scientifically framed, are enmeshed in an emotional
matrix. In this field we are largely still dealing with slo-
gans. These slogans undoubtedly express truths or desires
relevant to the time of their origin. These partial truths
were then generalized into universals, as is the way of man,
and were floated down the tide of tradition, so as to become
in themselves powerful forces in men's thinking and action.
To that extent I do not think it is helpful to suggest that
political science today is comparable to clinical medicine.
After all, despite all the obstinacy of tradition that en-
counters the pioneer in medicine as in all other fields of
human endeavor, in any event the obstructions that meet the
medical scientist are not those pervasive and permeating
emotions and presuppositions that are the very air and in-
terest of man's economic and social life.

And so I believe that the most hopeful mode of
attack, if we are to be true to the spirit of science in
the field of pelitics, is histerical. By that 1 mean &
painstaking and pertinacious endeavor to analyze the fight-
ing slogans and the rallying cries that give rise to mass
loyalties. For all our current terms like "individualism®
and "regimentation" and the "profit motive" have a history,
were born out of a particular environment or a defined state
of society and have been carried over to environments quite

different from that of their origin. This means not only
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history in the ordinary sense of the term, for adequate his-

tory implicates psychological, statistical and legal factors

indispensable to a just understanding of economic and politi-
cal institutions.

In politics, unlike mathematics, there are no half
dozen or three or four recognized great men whom one can col-
lect into a great faculty of politics. Mr. Frankfurter thought
that the great men must be made, as it were, that the Insti—
tute must turn to youngish people and develop them through
their actual pursuit under favoring circumstances of problems
in politics of major moment. To this end it is important to
bring together a group of people who will have a certain har-
mony of purpose and more or less common conception of the
task to be pursued. For one cannot bring together a group
of individuals not selected with relation to one another and
expect a harmonious interplay of minds. To that end it seemed
desirable to Mr. Frankfurter if possible to invite a promising
collection of political scientists and economists for a long
enough period, say half a year or a year, for purposes of in-
tensive discussion of what the problems of political science
are and how they are to be pursued in the hope that theredy

the desirable group of distinction will reveal itself.
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i { ] ‘ THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FiLIX FULD, 1930) TEDYIRER

Chatrinan
HERBERT H. MAASS
Vice-Chairman
WALTER W. STEWART
Vice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer
IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Trecasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
FSTHER §. BAILEY
Assistant Secretary

ADRAHAM FLEXNER

OFFICE
20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

October 27, 1934

FRANK AYDFLOTTE
EDCAR §. BAMBERGER
ALEXTS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKPURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R, HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D, LEIDFSDORS
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W, STEWART
PERCY 8. STRAUS
0SWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H, WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES

.

- -

Director of the Institute . LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

[z

Dear Professor Frankfurter:

At the meeting of the Board held October 8th I stated in my report
thet the mathematical group of the Institute feel that there is e gap in their
renks which it is important to fill. They heave been pondering the problem and
eonsidering men for the past six or eight months. The Board adopted the follow-
ing resolution:

RESOLVED, That on the recammendation of the mathematical

staff, the Director be and hereby is empowered to submit, in

his diseretion, to the Executive Committee the naminetion of

an additional professor to the School of Mathematies, provided

the total budget of the School of Mathematics is not substan-

tially incressed by this appointment for the year 1935-1936.

The person chosen by the mathematical faoculty is Professor ilarston
Morse of larvard University. By discontinuing - et eny rate, for the time being -
the visiting profesesorship, practieally the entire sum requisite to secure
Professor Morse's acceptence of the post ($12,500 a year) will be available
without substantial inerease in the budget.

Both Professor Morse and the Harvard feoulty desire speedy action
on the part of the Institute, and as I have ascertained that it is impossible
for several members of the Executive Commlttee to be present at amy meeting when

I am free during the coming week, I am, at the suggestion of the Tressurer, ask-

ing by mail the informal ratification of the disecretiomary power given to the
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Director in the above cited resolution. I shell be happy if you are willing to
send me by dr; or letter notice of your opinion.

I have also been authoriszed to sutmit to the Board a nominetion in
the field of econamics. I em proceeding in this matter with the utmost caution.
Professor von Neumamn has been kind enough to read for me the publiecations of

several young eoconcmists who have used, to some extent, mathematical methods.

_In his judgment the ablest of the group is Professor Marsehak, now & Fellow of

AT Souls College, Oxford. On the other hand, those with wham I have spoken,
including Professor von Neumann, are umwilling to give & final opinion until
they have had an opportunity to speak with Professor liarschak in a leisurely way.
It will require a relatively small sum to bring Professor Marsohak and his wife
to Princeton for four to six weeks. He ocould in this way get into personal coa-
tact not only with economists and mathematliclens here, but with corresponding
persons in certain othor centers who are disposed to help me eas thq helped me
in bringing together the mathematies group.

I should like an informal authorization to oconsumate the arrangement
above suggested with the Wardem of All Souls College and with Professor Marschak
himself. As soon as it is poesible to have & regular mesting of the Executive
Committee, this informal aotion can be ratified.

I have endeavored constantl; to avoid asking informal approbationm,
but in these two instances it seems wmavoidable. In addition, the Board has in

both instances already semmitted 1tself with respeet to the essemtial steps.
Hoping for a prempt and candid commumication by letter or telegrem,

I am
Very sincerely yours,

Professor Felix Frankfurter

Harvard Law School M ﬂb“
Cambridge, Massachusetts : e/

AF/MCE

P e s T Y T T e R e A A TR T T A N A L L
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

{ I 20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey
October 27, 1934
A’ )GJ'\J(,,LJ (\ \\\’(\«\\J . P c‘ | h& ( "‘ W~ "( \

Dear Professor Frankfurter:

At the meeting of the Boa?d held October 8th I stated in my report that
the mathematical group of the Institute feel that there is a gap in their ranks
which it is important to fill. They have been pondering the problem and consid-
ering men for the past six or eight months. The Board adppted the following re-
solution:

RESOLVED, That on the recommendation of the mathematical staff,
the Director be and hersby is empowered to submit, in his discre-
tion, to the Executive Committee the nomination of =r additional
professor tb the School of Mathematics, provided the total budget
of the School of Mathematics is not substantially increased by this
appointment for the year 1935 - 1936.

The person chosen by the mathematical faculty is Professor Marston
Morse of Harvard University. By discontinuing - at any rate, for the time being -~
the visiting professorship, practically the entire sum requisite to secure Pro-
fessor Morse's acceptance of the post ($l2,500 a year) will be awailable without
substantial increase in the budget.

Both Professor Morse and the Harvard faculty desire speedy action on
the part of the Institute, and as I have ascertained that it is impossible for
several members of the Executive Committee to be present at any meeting when I
am free during the coming week, I am, at the suggestion of the Treasurer, asking
by mail the informal ratification of the discretionary power given to the Director
in the above cited resolution. I shall be happy if you are willing to send me by
wire or letter notice of your opinion,

I have also been authorized to submit to the Board a nomination in the
field of economies. I am proceeding in this matter with the utmost caution. Pro-
fessor von Neumann has been kind enough to read for me the publications of several

young economists who have used, to some extent, mathematical methods. In his judg-

ment the ablest of the group is Professor Marschak, now a Fellow of All Souls Col-

o g _ - 1.
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lege, Oxford. On the other hand, those with whom I have spoken, including Pro-
fessor von Neumann, are unwilling to give a final opinion until they have had an
opportunity to speak with Professor Marschak in a leisurely way. It will require

a relatively small sum to bring Professor Marschak and his wife to Princeton for
four to six weeks. He could in this way get into personal contect not only with
economists and mathematicians here, but with corresponding persons in certain uther
centers who are disposed to help me as they helped me in bringing together the
mathematics group.

I should like an informal suthorization to consummate the arrangement
above suggested with the Warden of All Souls College and with Professor Marschak
himself. As soon as it is possible to have a regular mecting of the Executive
Committee, this informal action can be ratified.

I have endeavored constantly to avoid asking informal approbation, but

= in these two instances it seems unavoidable. In addition, the Board has in both
instances already committed itself with respect to the essential steps.

Hoping for a prompt and candid communication by letter or telegram;

I am
Very sincerely yours,
(signed) Abraham Flexner
Professor Felix Frankfurter
Harvard Law School
Cambridge, Maszachusetts

AF/MCE
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HIGHT LETTER

Oct. 29, 1934,

DR ABRAHAM PLOMNER
20 BASSAU SPTHEET, PRINCETON  NEW JERSEY
REZXXRRXXEXTT
DELIGHTED GIVE FOIMAL AFPROVALMATHE:ATICAL FACULTYS CHOICE
OF PROFELSUR MORSE ANL GREATLY REGRET AM GOMPELLED & ITEHOLD
ASLENT TO PROPOSED ARRANGEMZST W ITH PROPESSOR WiRSCHAK DEEM
PROCEDURS WHOLLY UNDSIRABLE 4ND FRAUGHT WITH CRAVY DANGHER TO
“ISE EVULUTION OF SCHOOL POLITICS € )(ULD UNLHRSTAKD ARRANGENMENT
FOR TRPORARY VISITS OF GROUP OF PROSPECTS FOR SUCH SCHOCL
I¥ URDER TO GIVE OPPONTUNITY FUR SAMOLING OF THEY BUT TU 3RING
OVER SINGLE 'al Pui SUCH INSPECTIOK WwJULu UMUER CIHCUMS ANCHS
CAREY TOU SERILUS 1R LICATIORS ARL HUT u aAVE US WHOLLY » &l
AS “wB OHOULy BE Py DISCUSS WHAT BARTICULAR . UIPNUNTS W& \ANT
#OR NBe SCHUCL THUS MAJOB UBSTICH 15 iAlSEV LHLTH:R Wi LANT
HATHB(MATICAL BCONOMIS? UR STATISTICIAN AT [HisELT 5Ta0B DO
4UT BRLIEVE THAT ON SUCH UE.TIUNS OPINICHN OF i, THSMATICLaNS
HOWLOEVER EMINENT VERY HELPFUL AT RECE:T VESTING OCTOBER
BIQHTH YOU HOPED 5Y HEXT MESTING Tu SUGGEST ADDITIUNAL 2 ZHSOR

4 DO HOT KBGAED AUTHORIZATIUN BY BOaRD PO SUBMIT SUCH NAME AT NIXT
MEETING ANY JULTIFICATIUN FOR TAKING 4CTIGN IN THIS HURRIRD WAY
wITHOUT PULL DISCUSSION BY BOARD AS T) KAME TU BE PROPUSED BY Y OU
I AM AWARE THAT YOUR PROPOSAL IS MER:LY SUMMON MARSCHAK FOH
INSPRCPION BUT AL ALRBALY LiD (CATBU THAT w(ULD CARNY COMMITHMENTS
WHICH OUGHT HOT BE MADE UNTIL AFTER FULL OPPOKTUNITY FOR ORal

DISCUSSION BY BOARD I THEREFURE CANNHOT CUNGSEHT TCO ARRANCEMZET
YOU PROPOSE

wrankfare,,.

P

W ... e ey -
Mwmmmwm Cad

T P B e A —
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NIGHT LETTER

Oct. 29, 1934.

DR ABRAHAM FLEXNER

20 NASSAU STREET, PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

XXXXXLXXXX XX

DELIGHTED GIVE FORMAL APPROVALMATHEMATICAL FACULTYS CHOICE

OF PROFESSOR MORSE,AND GREATLY REGRET AM COMPELLED WITHHOLD
ASSENT TO PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT WITH PROFESSOR MARSCHAKxDEEM
PROCEDURE WHOLLY UNDSIRABLE AND FRAUGHT WITH GRAVE DANGER TO
WISE EVOLUTION OF SCHOOL POLITICS COULD UNDERSTAND ARRANGEMENT
FOR TEMPORARY VISITS OF GROUP OF PROSPECTS FOR SUCH SCHOOL

IN ORDER TO GIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR SAMPLING OF THEM BUT TO BRING
OVER SINGLEW%NFOR SUCH INSPECTION WOULD UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES
CARHY TOO SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS AND NOT LEAVE US WHOLLY FREE

AS WE SHOULD BE TO DISCUSS WHAT PARTICULAR EQUIPMENTS WE WANT
FOR NEW SCHOOL ,THUS MAJOR QUESTION IS RAISED WHETHER WE WANT
MATHEMATICAL ECONOMIST OR STATISTICIAN AT PRESENT STAGE,DO

NOT BELIEVE THAT ON SUCH QUESTIONS OPINION OF MATHEMATICIANS
HOWSOEVER.EMINENT VERY HELPFUL, AT RECENT MEETING OCTOBER

EIGHTH YOU HOPED BY NEXT MEETING TO SUGGEST ADDITI ONAL PERSONy
DO NOT REGARD AUTHORIZATION BY BOARD TO SUBMIT SUCH NAME AT NEXT
MEETING ANY JUSTIFICATION FOR TAKING ACTION IN THIS HURRIED WAY
WITHOUT FULL DISCUSSION BY BOARD AS TO NAME TO BE PROPOSED BY YOU«
I AM AWARE THAT YOUR PROPOSAL IS MERELY SUMMON MARSCHAK FOR
INSPECTION, BUT AS ALREADY INDICATED THAT WOULD CARRY COMMITMENTS
WHICH OUGHT NOT BE MADE UNTIL ATFTER FULL OPPORTUNITY FOR ORAL

DISCUSSION BY BOARD,I THEREFORE CANNOT CONSENT TO ARRANGEMENT
YOU PROPOSE

Frankfurter



Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA %\
)' f \\‘\

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDCAR 8. BA
HERBERT H. MAASS X OFFILE u“lsc MBERGER
s 8 CARREL
Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET
ABRAHAM FLEXNIR
WALTER W. STEWART - A
: . PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELTX FRAN KFURTER
Vice-Chairman

JULIUS FRIFDEN WALD

SAM UEL D. LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN R. HARDIN
Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
IRA A. SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R, SABIN
Secretary WALTER W, STEWART
Qctober 30, 1934 PERCY 8. STRAUS

ESTHER 8. BAILEY

3 OSWALD VEBLEN
Assistant Secretary

LEWIS H. WEED

\
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

LIFE TRUSTEES
Director of the Institute

LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD

Dear Felix:

Many thanks for your telegram and for the candor and fullness with
which you comment on my proposal.

The Executive Committee consists of nine membhers, eight of whom
have approved both steps, and all of whom have approved the appointment of liorse.

I am afraid I did not make myself quite zlear to you in respect to
Marschak. The temporary visits of‘a group of prospects'seem to me unmanageable.
I think that if we had four or five such persons here at the same time they
mizht feel very uncomfortable, as they would fealize thiat they were in competi=-
tion. I am proposing to bring them here separately,and if we do so I shall be
very careful to say in the most definite way that the invitation is one of
scveral that we shall extend to young economists, and that it carries absolutely
no implications whatsoever as to the future. Indeed, it is not the first thing
of the sort, for Walter Stewart has been good enough to ask a young economist,
now in the Federal Reserve Board at Wa;hington, to meet me at luncheon in New York

e wake

qué&ﬁ tomorrow for precisely the same purpose and with precisely the same definite

.

—

; kV\Xkag “understanding.
\l\\'N (L <.¢~\«~} S

I have not been guided in this matter by the opinion of mathematicians

except as to the value and soundness of the mathematics employed by these young
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- economists. Several of them I have dismissed from my mind because wvon Neumann
and others have told me that their mathematics grasp is feeble.

I don't know that, dealing as we are with young persons, it makes
much difference with whom we start. We already have Earle, who is historically
trained, and Mitrany, who is an internationalist. Who shall be the next person
I do not know, but he ourht to be someone who is more nearly an economist of
promise and ability. Then I shall leave the future of the school to the three
or four persons, just as in mathematies I began with Einstein and Veblen and
left all subsequent moves to them and to the colleazues wham they have associated
with themselves.

I hope that this explanation will make my proposal clearer, I can

thoroughly reassure you on the matter of commitments and also as to the fact

that no single individual will be brought here. Another thing = I am going to

arrance for anybody who comes on this basis to lecture elsewhere = at Harvard,

‘ if T can do it, Columbia, Pennsylvania, Brookings Institution, and Princeton.
\I will thus get opinions from a variety of sources. I don't know how else to
lmake a start, though I am consecious - perhaps even too conscious = that I may

1in the end make a mistake.

|

There is no question of the power of the Executive Cormittee to
authorize an action of this sort. The By-Law dealing with this reads as follows:

"The Executive Cormittee shall exercise, durin- the intervals
between meetings of the Board, the full powers of the Board of
Trustees, but shall not reverse any action taken by the Board,"

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
Professor Felix Frankfurter
Harvard Law School % ;f‘,
Cambridge, lassachusetts 3 "9

Pe S. My instinct is strongly against acting by mail, because such
action precludes discussion, which might change the minds of the entire
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Professor Felix Frankfurter October 30, 1934 -3 =

committee. How would you fee therefore, if in the present instance I simply
wrote the Varden of All Souls Aasking whether Marschak, if invited, could

come for six weeks or so, and only telling him thet I will communicate with
him and Marschak later if his (the Warden's) answer is favorable? Meanwhile
either the Board or the Executive Cammittee may have a full meeting, a2t which
the case can be discussed. Are you going to be in New York at any time
within the next month? If so, we could have an Executive Committee meeting
at lunch. Ae. Fo

AF/MCE
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31 Oct. 1934,

Dear Abe:

Thank you for your prompt reply to my telegram about the
Marschak prcposal. You will not want me to suppress py frank con-
cern about the procedure which you have  ursued in this mgtter for /
as I see it, it involves one's duties as a trustee.

1. At our meeting on Qct; 8, after outlining your viewe
regarding a School of Polities, you stated explicitly that you were
not prepered to submit any names for the Board's consideration, but
expressed the hope that "ty the next meesting of the Board® you "may
te able to suggest an additional person" to the present nucleus.
Within abouﬁ two weeks you propose, for telegraphic approval, the
call of Prof. Yarschak for a six weeks' sampling visit. And &t
least so far as your letter goes, you do so largely on the valida-
tion of ¥arschak by & distinguished mathematician.

2, One wants naturally to get impressions through
perscnal talk with potential members of the new Schocl. But for
you to meet a man like Hief2er at & luncheon is cne thing; for —ou
to summon Prof. and Madare Marschak acros: the ocean feor & visit of
weeks is quite another thing. I know of course that ycu will use
an s)propriate caveat in such a situation. I also know from experi-
ence that there are psychological forces against which one cannot

legislate. There are implications in such & call as you contemplate

for ¥arschak that no amount of words can avoid. You want your Roard
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to be free and think you leave them free, but they are not quite
free after such a try-out process. Horeover, I am also concerned about
the feelings of the Marschaks. Sensitive schclars and their wives, par-
ticularly exiles, cagjafthﬁfha greatest of difficulties, be looxed over
and then rejected under such seriou:s expectaticns as your call is bo:nd
to arouse, without doing serious demage tc their sensitiveness. Inci-
dentally, I hardly agree that "dealing as we are with young persons®,
it doesn't "meke wmuch difference with whum we start", nor does Mar-
schak seem to me to be what is implied by "a —oung person".

3. Mcreover, there are preiiminary questions involved in
summoning Marschak, which the Truatees shculd discuss and decide be-
fore even taking the kind of a prsparatory step that you contenplate.'
Is a mathematical economist or & statistician the direction of hope
or desire for the kind of 2 team we are trying to get together in this
School of Politics? I for one shculd lilie to have that question ade-
quately discussed. After all, the spekial reasson why you asked Stew—
art an- me to go on your Board wa: c:r relaticn to the social sclences
and the use we might be in developing that aspect of the Institute's
endeavors. Yet without any consultation, at least with me, you take
the judgment of mathematicianc whc as a groun, howaver distinguished
they may be, are, if I may say so even at the risk of appearing arro-
gant, sbout the worst architects for a School of Polities.

4. Nor do I uncderstand the necessity for dispensing with
the usual deliberation and consultation in the most vital affeirs of
the Institute, namely, the selection of urcfessors. After all, you saw

Marschak in Oxford; you must have gleaned some views regarcing him from
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your own observation and from others. Plainly enough, you deem him a
most likely candidate for appointment. If it did not seem desirable
to you to have a full Eoard discussirn about him, nor even to talk
with the social scientists on your Foard about Marsachek and the par-
ticular cirection irn economics which he represents, then I see no
resson why the whole matter should not go over until we can have a
thorough canvassing of these questions elther at a Board or at an
xecutive Committes meeting.

5. Ae against all your.qisavouals against nmaking commit-
rents, I ar bound to urge & rather ample experience on my part as to
how these things wcrx out in ;racti*e.. But there iz a dpaper issue
at stake, and I hope you will rea’ this letter entirely in the light
of it anﬁ;:otally free from any peraonal feeling either toward you
or darschak. As you know, I believe that the Inctitute, if it is
truly to fulfill the purpoces of its founders, shouls be an eutono-'r
mcug scciety of scholars. Doubtless a Board of Trustees may serve
as accoucheurs of auch a soclety. Bubt if we are tc be truste=s in
the interim jeriod, until the Qarious schools are in full being,

then I am sure you wi.: want us to exercise the kind of responsibil-

it7which you taught us all to regard as the proper function of =

Utﬁversi'ty trusteess.

Always yours,

I'r. Abraham Flsxner , i
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Mr. Frankfurter thought that the director's ob-
servations on the proposed school of pq}itics and economics
stated the dilemma inherent in grappling at once fruitfully
and honestly with ﬁhe problems of society as an intellectu-
al pursuit. All talk about science in connection with the
so-called social sciences is misleading if we mean anything
more than the temper of mind which seeks to be as objective
and as disinterested as possible and unconcerned with im-
mediate reforms and the practical settlement of day-to-day
social problems. Essential to this temper of mind is aware-
ness of the biases, the predilections in which all of us
are implicated and the unconscious deflections of which we
can only guard against by consciousness of them. I'm & word,
in dealing with social problems, that is the whole field of
lpol?iiys in its broad sense, we must endeavor to pursue pure-
ly intellectual ends, af the same time that we are concermned
with the most controversial issues of our time.

For disinterestedness in the sense of abstract po~
litical problems is to the extent that it is attainable alto-
gether futile., It is highly significant that the great con-
tributions to political science were all contemporaneous docu-
ments, that is, they dealt with the contentious issue of their
time and were directed towards the promotion of definite po-
litical views or goals. Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, the Fed-
eralist, all were, as it were, contributions not in abstracto
but in the context of their time, and of course the same is

true of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations.
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And so in our time we must deal Wifh issues which,
(however scientifically framed, are enmeshed in an emotional
j matrix. In this field we are largely still dealing with slo-
gans. These slogans undoubtedly express truths or desires
relevant to the time of their origin. These partial truths
were then generalized into universals, as is the way of man,
and were floated down the tide of tradition, so as to become
in themselves powerful forces in men's thinking and action.
To that extent I do not think it is helpful to suggest that
political science today is comparable to clinical medicine.
After all, despite all the obstinacy of tradition that en-
counters the pioneer in medicine as in all other fields of
human endeavor, in any event the obstructions that meet the
medical scientist are not those pervasive and permeating
(emotiohs and presuppositions that are the very air and in-
terest of man's economic and social life.
And so I believe that the most hopeful mode of
attack, if we are to be true to the spirit of science in
the field of politics, is historical. By that I mean a
painstaking and pertinacious endeavor to analyze the fight—’
ing slogans and the rallying cries that give rise to mass
loyalties. . For all our current terms like "individualism"
and "regimentation" and the "profit motive" have a history,
were born out of a particular environment or a defined state
of society and have been carried over to environments quite

different from that of their origin. This means not only
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history in the ordinary sense of the term, for adequate his-
tory implicates psychological, statistical and legal factors
indispensable to a just understanding of economic and politi-
cal institutions.

In politics, unlike mathematics, there are no half
dozen or three or“;:;r recognized great men whom one can col-
lect into a great faculty of politics. Mr. Frankfurter thought
that the great men must be made, as it were, that the Insti-
tute must turn to youngish people and develop them through
their actual pursuit under favoring circumstances of problems
in politics of major moment. To this end it is important to
bring together a group of people who will have a certain har-
mony of purpose and more or less common conception of the
task to Dbe pursued. For one cannot bring together a group
of individuals not selected with relation to one another and
expect a harmonious interplay of minds. To that end it seemed
desirable to Mr. Frankfurter if possible to invite a promising
collection of political scientists and ecénomists for a long
lenough period, say half a year or a year, for purposes of in-
tensive discussion of what the problems of political science

are and how they are to De pursued in the hope that thereby

the desirable group of distinction will reveal itself.
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Dear Felix:

I received yours of October 31. Mrs. Bailey received Lidis morning a
note from Miss Cummings enclosing jyour revision of the remarks at the meeting
respecting the proposed School of Economics and Politics,

Inasmuch as the Trustees are all busy men, we have made it a rule to get
the minutes out prompily after the meeting while the details of the meeting are
still fresh in their minds so that they may make sucih corrections as they see fit.
Cn Cctober 10 I wrote you saying that I would be glad to have any summary of your
remarks at your earliest convenience for incorporation in the minutes. In replying
you stated that you would be glad to see Mrs, Bailey's notes, which I sent to you on
October 12, Yot hearing from you, Mrs. Balley wrote to you on October 20, asking
Tor yjour remarks. Having heard nothing, on October 27 lrs, Bailey telegraphed as
follows:

Miay I please have your suggestions? Important to mimeograph minutes
londay. "

Cn Monday evening, October 29, there was delivered to Mrs. Bailey at
her residence the following telegram from iiss Cummings:
"Regret Professor Franifurter away."

As there was nothing to show when you would return, we felt that it would

be a mistake to hold the minutes anyﬂlonger. They were therefore sent to the
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Nov. 2, 1934 2

mimeographer in New York on Tuesday, October 30, were received yesterday afternoon,
and were mailed the first thing this morning, before the mail with your letter of
October 31 arrived,

I am extremely glad to get your elaboration. I am having it mimeographed
and sent to the members of the Board with a letter from me explaining that you pre-
pared it at my request.

By the same mail comes yours of the 3lst respecting the Marschak provosal.
I confess I don't see the difference between my meeting a man like Riefler at
luncheon with Walter Stewart and discussing with him fully and freely without any
commitment whatsoever his views as to what ought to be done, and an invitation to
Professor Marschak to spend six weeks in this country on precisely the same basis,
for I should tell Professor Marschak that he is one of a number of persons with whom
I am discussing the question and that I am not clear as to how or with whom to proceed.

Your third paragraph respecting the extent to which I relied upon mathe-
maticians overlooks the point which I made in my letter that all I have asked the
mathematicians is how sound is this man's mathematics; this question I have already
asked in the case of several persons only to be told of every one of them up to
this point that his mathematics is nafve or anticquated.

As to my interviews with Marschak in Oxford, the most I can say is that
I thought him personally agreeablé and that I obtaiuned favorable impressions regarding
him as an economist from several men at Oxford as well as several persons in the
United States. I certainly would not offer him a post or even propose to start with
him without bringing him into contact with others and then presenting my case to the
Board.

As I said to you in the postscript of my letter, I realize the dangers
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and unfairness inherent in an attemnt to obtain an opinion by mail from members
of the Ixecutive Committee, and for that reason, beyond writing Adams confidentially
I shall go no further in the Marschak matter until I have been duly authorized by
the Executive Committee or the Board. I have, however, had a good deal of experi-
ence in matters of this kind over a period of twenty-odd years and have never
found myself embarrassed inasmuch as I have never made a move of this kind
without an explicit statement that the invitation involves nothing beyond the
invitation itself. I know that this is common procelure at the Johns Hopkins
University, the Rockefeller Institute, Swarthmore College, etc,

Let me say that I am grateful to you for your comments on the nature
of economics and on the way in which it differs from most other discionlines, and
I hope that you will continue to comment with perfect candor and freedom upon any
sugzcestion that emanates from me. I anpevoi@ of »ridé of opinion; but there
are some tiings that may seem easy to you or others that I cannot at all under-
stand or do - as, for example, brinzing a "grouwp" of possible prospects together

at one and tlie same time.

Finally, I have for four years been talking with "sensitive scholarg”

'

here and abroad, and, as far as I car =clze out, I have done no "damage to their
seasitiveness" because I have been perieci.y candid with them at the start.‘ I
lave told them that we are expecting to besin a school of economics, that we are
hoping that we may make some new contribution to the field, that my part and that
of the Board would be limited to getting a small number of persons together and
letting them, as we have let the mathematicians, work out their owmn salvation.

I can see the part which both Mitrany and Earle would play in a combination of

that sort, and there were in both cases sufficient reasoms, as I thought and the

Board agreed, why they should be annexed; but we still require an additional

" - e e i e R e T R L & I SO T S B 4R 3 0
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Vi nerson or two, for whose selection the main rcsponsibility must rest upon me, subject
of course to the criticism and approbation of the Board. After that there is little
that either the Board or I can do beyond trying our best to comprehend what these men
want and need and help them in so far as we can be convinced that they are proceeding
unon wnat may prove to be a hopeful road. I am sure that they must be "young" in the
sense that they have not in writing or intellectually so far committed themselves that
the ;irectiohﬁn which they go is already deterzined. In that seuse I should regard

' lMarsecisl as young enousgh. He has written a few essays which have struck economists
in this country and in Turope as showing iatellectual power, and yet their volume is

not so gsreat that after a few years' work under new conditions he may not without em~

varrassment change his mind. Unless a man has written sometiing, it is almost impos~

5

sible to lmow whethar he is really able or not. If he has writtsn too much, there
\ |arises the difficulty of readjustment.
I have no idea wiatsoever as to tiie part which a mathematical economist

y in tihis new school, but I have mever yet talked either in this country

or in Europe with an economist who Gid not believe that the mathematical economist had

’ o contribition Lo make, though the generzl opinion is that rathematical econonmists over-
° rate the iImportance of mathematical econosics, Thet may be due to the fact that the

sroup o persons dealing with economics in any particular institution has been either
a philosonhical group or an institutional group. Contact over a prolongedé period may
bring about a betier balance, though, as I have said above, after selecting two or
tiaree persons who temeramentally seem able to learn from one another and to talk with
one another, the rest is in the lap orf the gods,

With all good wishes,

Lo R
P.S.

Are you likely to be in New York at any time during the course of Novemuer and
to be free at luncheon? AT,
Professor Felix Franxfurter
Law School of Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusettis

— e

.
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November 5, 1934.

Dear Mr. Stewart:

Tue enclosed sacona stage of my correspondence with Flexner speaks for
itself., Please be good encuzh Lo returm it. I am sending it because I have
already trcubled you with iy telegraphic comments on his Marschak proposal.
Moreover, as my Best leblor to hiw iadicates, the issues seem to me to go
to one's casic conception of our role &8s trustees.

Very cordlially yours,

¥. W. Stewart, Esquire,
120 #ell Street,

New York, R. Y.

| |
s
i
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6 November 1934

Dear Abe:

I have now re=read your letter of the second, after sleeping
on it, and I am bound to say that mine of October 2lst completely missed
f fire, For you do not touch the real burden of that letter/which was
the intellectual procedure indispensable to decisions like those
implied in your Marschak proposal if one is to take seriously one's
function as trustee of the Institute,

This 1s the situation as I see it,

1, For about two years after the Institute was founded
you copsulied me, from time to time, concerning the establishment of a
School of Politics, We talked over possible intellectual directions
for such a school as well as personnel, This process of incubation for
such a school continued after I joined the Board, Duriag my inactive
year abroad/occasionally through correspondsence sand briefly during our
breakfast at All Souls we continued these exploratory conversations,
During your Oxford visit you talked with Woodward and I suppose with
others about Merschak, but to the best of my recollaction he was not
one of the names you and I canvassed,

2« Then comes the October 8th meeting at which you stated
very explicitly that both in your revort and in reply to = specific ques-
tion of mine at the Board meeting that you were not prepared to submit
any new name for consideration by the Board for the School of Politics,
but hoped to be able to do so "by the next meeting of the Board", You
did not mention the progress you hed made in your inquiries regarding
Marschak either to the Board as a whole or to me as a memberespecially

interdsted in the proposed School of Politics,

C LR S T T T — £
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3¢ And 80 I was naturally startled by your request on the date
of October 27th for a telegraphic anproval of your desire to invite
Professor Marschak and his wife for a six weeks' visit as a guest
vigit for judgment on his suitability for formal recommendation by
you. I was startled that such a step should have been taiken within a
fortnight after our meeting, Plainly the approval you invited could not be
based on any independent or dellberative judgment on the part of the trus-
tees'for there was opportunity neither for adequate deliberation nor that
adequate interchange of ideas essential for wise judgment, To this day
it has not been made clear just what sudden exigency had arisen that
made it necessary to take this step in disregard of the ordinary funo-
tioning of a board of trustees, For nearly four years you hszve brooded
over the problems of a Schocl of Politics and consciously SRiowed the ex~-
ample of President Gilman in refusing to have a sense of time pressure,
and now suddenly we are asked to rubber stamp a decision of yours which,
put at its lowest, is a very important »reparatory #tep in the process
of ultimate selection,
4, You tell me that no commitments are involved, that "dealing as
we are with young persons"™ it does not "make much difference with whom we
start", though in your latest letter you indicate that Marschak is not young
in the ordinary sense dbut "younz enoughdin a sense o‘ opeh-minded®™, But all
these considerations, and some others, ralse issues for discussion before
you act instead of after action,
Let me put out of the way the human aspect of this business, in itself
not very relevant to the central problem of a trustee's responsibility. To
you, sending for Marschak and his wife to come from Oxford to Princeton has

no more significance than for you to lunch with Rieffler in New York, So

it may be for you, inexplicable as it sounds to me, But I can assure you

e . . - - . b
. : » e e |
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that the kind of an invitation you are planning to extend to a man in
Marschak's position, in the general context of Oxford's relation to the
exiled German scholars, carries very different implications and they ef€ect
very different consequences, I speak not speculatively, but on the basis
of Oxford experience, I know their superb hospitality to these exiles;

I also know the pressure upon Oxford funds and the limited opportunities for
the ihcorporation of foreigners into the Oxford Colleges, And I know, for

I have been withess to similar cases, how such even tentative calls from
America may aftfect the arrangements contemplated by Oxford helpfulness
toward these scholers, In plain English, despite all your clear words .
of caution your confident assumption that by making such a call you

really do not change the circumstances of anyone, you may very well

spoil the opportunities for Marschak to continue under some arrange=-

ment or other at Oxford,

5, But what concerns us as trustees more immediately is that
geveral major issues of direct moment to the kind of a School of Poli-
tics we want to evolve ought to be settled before we take the step of
bringing the Marschaks across the Atlantic, which as a matter G’Ctime,
money and psycholoiy, is after all & serious business,

Do we want a mathematical economist? I should much like to

hear this question discussed and at length, especially by St%;:t.
Do we want an economist, however good, who is fundamentally
an alien to American history and to the American social scheme with
which we are predominantly concerned? I do not think I need to assure
you that my bias is not parochial in such matters, but after all eco=-
nomics and mathematics are very different subjects,
6. These are some of the issues on which you should have a fulle
dress discussion, preferably with due notice that the issues are to be

discussed at a set meeting, if your trustees are to have the funetions

S M
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that are implicit in the office of a trustee,

Very sincerely yours,

Ur. Abraham Flexner,
20 Nassau Street, New York Citye.

-
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ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERBLRT H. MAASS OFFICE EDGAR 8. BAMBERGER
Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET AREIBIOMETY
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
GRS A e SEY FFLIX FRANKFURTER
VicesChairman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
SAMUEL D. LLIDESDORF CABLE ADURESS ! VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN R, HARDIN
Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
IRA A. SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Asststant Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R. SABIN
Secratary WALTER W, STEWART
PERCY 8. §TR
ESTHER 8. BAILEY November 8 » 1934 A
¥ OSWALD VEBLEN
Assistant Secretary

LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

LIFE TRUSTEES
Diurector of the Institute

LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

Dear Felix:

I have read and re-read not only your letter of the 7th but our
previous correspondence in respect to the proposed visit of Professor Marschak,
and for the life of me I cannot pget excited about anything that I have proposed
in connection with it.

I thought I made it cleer to you that I did not mention larschak's

( name at the Board Meeting because I had not heard from Professor von Neumann
about Marschak's mathematics. I did hear a week later. As & preliminary to a
possible recommendation of lierschak or someone else at the next meeting, I felt
thut I wanted him to see and talk with other persons. Either they must go to
him or he must come to them, the latter being the simpler.

It happens that Aydeﬁotte vas in Princeton the other day and I
showed him the correspondence between us. He told me that, in his judgment
and experience, what I proposed to do about Marschak was so slight that I need
not even have consulted the Executive Committee if travel funds were available,
as they are. He has done this kind of thing - so he said - ever since he went
to Swarthmore, and he regards it as merely a piece of administrative routine.

He could not understand your being startled by the request which I made under

the cirocumstances in which I made it.




Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

v

) November 8, 1934 -2 =

As far as dealing with the human aspect is concerned, I suspect
that no one in the United Stetes has had more experience than I have had in
that particular field, and I have never yet gotten either myself or the persons
with whom I have spoken entangled on that score.

I camot myself, on my own authority, defend the proposition that we
should have a mathematical economist. For that I am taking the word of economists
in this country and abroad who believe that a group of the kind we are proposing
carnot omit a mathematical economist, though it may turn out in the long run that
his sontributions are less important then he may now believe. But final decision
on that point rests with the Board.

I am acquainted with several American mathematical economists, who,
before we come to a decision, ought, unquestionably, to be considered as alterna-
tives; but, surely, no Board of Trustees will in the end interfere with my
responsibility when it comes to a final choice. How would the Harvard Law
faculty feel if, when a recommendation has been made by the faculty, the corpora=-
tion substituted somebody else?

There have been a number of full-dress discussions on the subject of
economics during the last three or four years, most of them during the year when

you were abroad.

}wi“ I can see both advantages and disadvantages in having an alien, pro-
CS;::E:r‘ vided he is sufficieﬁtl& iﬁﬁélligé;f.A There is no danger in the long run that
i :fﬁS we will not have Americens enough, and there is no harm that an alien can do
“\41) "N?Tif he is intelligent and really able. He may do a lot of good which no native

would be so likely to do.
I have written Adams - as I mentioned in my letter to you of

November 2nd = asking whether it is possible for Marschak to come to imerica

provided he is invited to do so, without any implications whatsoever regarding

o e eEy v S oo T e A R
. m“r
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the future, adding - what
» g at I added in speaking to himqlast Summer - that if he

; is permanently provided for at All Souls I should leave it to him (Adams) as

~.
(\
\

"

to whether I should extend the invitation or not.

Sincerely yours,

CAWE

Professor Felix Frankfurter //’—‘)
Harvard Law School

Cambridge, Massachusetts

AF/NCE
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9 November 1934

Dear ibe:

’ Hot the least interesting aspect of your suceessive letters in
reply to mine 1 what you don't answer, let me iry again to put te you
some of my difficulties,

l. In my first comment by telegran on your Harschak proposal
of Ootober 27th, 1 indicated that there were preliminary questions of
major policy which ought to be decided defore dringing Marsehak over
here for inspesction, as a potential addition to the Sehool of Polities.

In my letter of the Y8h I specified two of these questions: (1) the de~

#irability of haviry a mathematical economist, and (2) the desiradility

of Laving & foreigner., These were issues of such vital impert zs te

call for, as I wrote you the other day, full=dyess discussion by the
Boaxd,
You now tell me in your letter of yestercay, that:

"There have been & mumber of full-dress discussions

on the sudbjeet of economies during the last three

or four years, most of them during the year vhea

you were abroed.”
If this implies that the two questions which I have raised have been can-
vagsed by the Board in my absence why then, of course, the requirement of
deliberation of pelicy by the Board, on which I have been insisting, has

been satisfied, But nothing in the minutes of last year's meetings nor

\ in your report to the Board at the first meeting this year gave me any
| himt that the Board has deliberated upon thess guestions.

£, When you wrote om Oetober 30th, iam reply to my Selegram,
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you said:

"1 ‘on't l:nw t.at, dealirn: &g we are with young

persons, it malkes ruch diilference with wvhom we

start,”
I could neither agree with tids principle of undiseriminating ecleo~
ticism nor with tie charseterigation of larschak as a "yoymg person”,
You n.w tell me in your latest letter that larschak's potentisl sul-
$ability in your mind resis om the faet that he i & muat.ematical eco~
nomist and that ruch & one is ncc-bdod. Por this judgment you do not re~
ly on your "own authority”™ bdut depend on the epinion of economists "in
thia country and abrosd". But pou say "final decision on thet peint
res:e with the Board", Surely, if finsl decision rests with the Board,
it would meem meet, to put it miluly, to discuss this general issue with
them before takin: a serious step on the advice of those who have not the
responsibiilty of the Board.

Agaln, yo. rocognige ia yuur latest letter, "advantages and
disadvantages in having an ealien”, The place to canvass these ip at a
3oard meeting, and, you must let me say again, to canvass them before
tai-dng the sericus step involved in withdrawing isarschalk and  is wife
from Uxford for o trip across the Atlantic, After all, the im licm-
tions of gsuch a trip are very differant from those of a trip asross the
fudson 'Qunrur.l;

J¢ Yo. ask mes

“How would the Harvaxd law faculty feel if,

wien & recommwndat ion has bee:n nade by the

faculty, the Corporation substit.ted ocomebody

olre?”
I havo been on this faculty for twenty .ears and can aly tell you the
experience for that period, The Corporation has not substituted anyone

else for one of our rececwmmendations, but it has deelined to appeint ia
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ageordance with eur recommendsations. And Pregident Consat has made
it olear, I belleve net only ie our eown faculiy, dut to others, for
ipstange that of the Medieal Sehool, that a faculty recommendation
is not biniing upon the Corperatien. I mysedf deem this a highly
undesirable policy., As you know, I believe in the intellegotual an~
tonomy of faculties comparable to that of the corporate life of the
Bnglish oolleges., But I need not point out the wide ehasm between a
refusal to approve a recommendation and substitution of another ap-
pointment in ite stead.

" 4, 'S0 muoh for the Harvard situstion. But what really
troubles me is your assumption of the relevance of your question to
the circumstances now attending our proposed Sechool of Pplities, Just
who is in the positiom comparable to tle Harvard Law School faculty
recommend ing the appeintment of a law professor? It certainly can't
be the School of Hathematice certifying the mmfhematical competence of
an egonomist, and I cannot poseidly bellieve that you are implying that

in reecomrendin; appointments to the School of Politics and Beconomics

you are the faculty. Surely it caomot be that, and yet I vonder what

1

\
\

\

i
{

|

it is you meau by saying “surely no Board of Trustees will in the end
interfere with my responsibility wlen it comes to a final choice",

If you do mean that the analogue of the relation of the Hervard Lew
School faculty to the Harverd Corporation is your relation to our
Boird. then of course there is an end tu the question between us and
n;ouondtoyourbcrd. For in sush a conception I see no room for
a trustee’'s role exeept that of a decorative nmullity, Your School of

Mathematics Dears the relation to you and the Board that our faculty
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doen to the Fresident and Fellows of iarvard College. Once there
will be & School of Politice und Eeconomics, it will bear the svame
relation,

Ver; szineerely jours,

Lre Abrahsm Floxner,
‘0 Hasspu (t.y Princeton, He Je
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDFD BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AN( MES. FILIX FULD, 1930)
Chatrman

OFFICE
HERBERT I, MAASS

Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET
v W STEWART
e l\'/ Chairman PRINCETON, NEW _]F,RSEY
ce- n
SAMULL D. Li IDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS © VANSTITUTE PRINCETUN NEW JERSEY

Treasurer
IKA A. SCHUR

Assistant 1 reasurer
FUANK AYDELOTTE

Secretary Noven\ber 12, 1934
ESTHIR S. BAILEY

Assistant Secretary
i /

ABRAHAM FLEXNER ‘&

Darector of the Institute

Dear Felix:

I have yours of the 9th, which I have read with care.

X/

TRUSTELS

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR 8. BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY §. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEELS
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

I do not believe that any good object can possibly be served by a

continuation of this correspondence, for neither of us has essentially

changed his opinion since the correspondence bezan., There is merely

one things that I wish to say, and with that the matter is closed as

far as I am concerned: When it comes teo initial recommendations,

| I - plus such counsel as I have obtained and can obtain - must use my
own judgment and discretion, and you have yourself said so in writing
to me.

I do not believe that any Beard, whatever its theoretieal

rights, would question, or has ewver questioned, the soundness of this

point of view.

As to my way of doing things after the initial appointments
are made, I abide by my record with the Board and the members of the
School of lMathematics.

Sincerely yours,
10y I |
Profes;or Felix Frankfurter {luchail\//q\
Harvard Law School

Cambridge, Massachusetts
AF/UCE

e e ———————
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17 Hovember 1874
a
k‘a‘

Dear Abes

You now conclucde our recent corraspondence, in your note

of the 12th, by inveking the followxinz principle:

A

®¥hen it cowes tc initisl recommendations,
I—plus such counsel as I heve obtained
an? can oblain--must :ce 2y own judzment
and 4 scretion®,

PR e

) and you cite me in support of that principle.

! ¥ell you may! In the present state of the School of Poli-
‘ tics, before there is & Facuity cf Politics, it ie quite incontes-
table, But that principle has not heen invclved in the issues that
EI have raised regardins y.ur Merschak propessl, and it “ces not in
;tbe slizhteat advance thz argument between us. Just whan the cur-

tain shtould go up, you ring it down.

tluays yours,

Dr. Abratam Flexner

e
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Case. PoMEROY & COMPANY
INC

120 WAaLL STREET

NEw YORK

November £8, 19~

Profescsor Felix Frankfurter
Harvard Law Gchool
Cambridge. Mass

My dear Frankfurter:

I have resd vour corresp. ndence
with Ilexner and am returning it to you as you
requested.

As matters now stand, I rcather
that Flexner woes not intend, prior to a general
dircussion either with the Bo:rc or the Ekxecutive
Com. ittee, to go furtner with tae Murschak proposal
than to make a coufidential inquiry of the Warden
of All Souls. ©Since we will neve this op.ortunity
for an exchange of views, I am not now inclined
to comment on the various issues arising out of
the correspondence. While I take my responsibil-
ities as a trustee seriously, as a corres.cndent
I rate myself very low. I have for years enjoyed
a bad reoutation as s letter writer and I am sure
you will not take it as a lack of interest in the
lssues you raise, that I should prefer to discuss
them orally rather than by an exchange of letters.

Very sincerely yo

“’ZﬁﬂraxﬁZZQ,‘ﬂzzyi:éﬁz:;“z‘dzi_

RN
\ }t

m T T v
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA
PRESIDENTS OFFICE

December 21, 1934.
My dear Frankfurter:

I am sorry to have kept your letter of November 30th
so long without a reply, but two trips in connection with my
mother's illness and death, a week in bed myself with the
grippe, plus arrearsﬁktth work in Swarthmore have left me not
a moment until now.

I have read the whole correspondence carefully more than
once. Your difference of opinion with Dr. Flexner seems to me
to involve the delicate distinction between policy, the function
of the trusteéﬁ and details of administration which are within
the province of the Director.

I agree with what I take to be your main point, that we
must, before making any new appointments, discuss a great deal
more thoroughly then we have hitlierto the whole plan of the
School of Economics and Politics, including the cuestions as to
Just what special fields in Economics should be represented and
the question of balance between Europeans and Americans on the
stafl. Certéinly your insistence uvon these points is sound.

I voted to approve the invitation to Merschak on the
basis of Dr. Flexner's stztement that he does not by this in-
vitation comit us to an appointuent. So long as Dr. Flexmer
does not so commit us, the invitation seems to me to be a de-
tail of administrative procedure regarding which I think we
must leave him in freedom. My experience with Dr. Flexner

is such as to give me entire confidence in his skill in handling
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such a matter. It may be that you or any other member of the
Board would not conduct the affair in precisely that manner,
but so long as Dr. Flexner does not go beyond his authority,
I do not think it feasible for the Board to dictzte the exact
way in which he should pursue his inquiries. That is the
basis upon which I vork with my Board here, znd, indeed, I
sometimes extend invitations like this one calling nen, if
not across the ocean, at any rate across the American Continent
for the purpose of tzlking with them without commitment on eilther
side.

These in brief are my reasons for approving the proposed
invitation to Mdarschak. Your correspondence with Dr. Flexner
raises many other points about which I shall not attempt to

' write in detail but which I hope to have an early opportunity
of talking over with you.

With warmest regards, T am

Yours very sincerely,

Yauh Upeldle.

Professor Felix Frankfurter
Harvard University
Cambridge, Mass.
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| Jammary 4, 1‘3;.

My dear Abe:

You will, I am sure, agree that cdiscussicas gemerslly
are likely to be profit-ble im direet ratic to previcus opportumities
for reflestion. Particularly in satters demanding fresh and imde-
pendent thinking the juwignent ocught to havé ample tims for inembatiom.
I womder, therefore, shether you could mot imdlesto to the Trustees
the items affesting the School of Ecemomiocs and Politics that you
are propesing to bring up at the meeting schedulsd for the fourteemth,
end, 1if possible, swpply us with memorsnda canvassing the comsider-
ati ns om which decisicm is to De made. I am sure all the Trusteecs
would welcome the cpportumity to come to the meeting with mstuped
views rather thsm to be cal.ed wpom to improvise opinioms.

With all geod wishes,

Vory simcer=ly yours,

Dr. Abrahaz Flexmer
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Chairman
HERBLRT H. MAASS
Vice-Chairman
WALTER W. STEWART
Vice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer
IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer
FRAN K AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHER §. BAILEY
Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute
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CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Sty 84,1943

Professor Felix FranlZfurter
Harvardi Law School
Carbrilze, Massachusetts

T 25

1+ dear Professor FramiZurter:

Your letter of January & to
Dy. Flemmer has been receivei while he is away
neeled rest. As he ceuld not lesve
antil long after Juristmas, I fesr that he will
not roturn in time to finish Lids report, have

-niled,so as to reach tle

ranlied, and

Trustees suf_iciently in &ivence of ithe moetin
for tneir consideration. Your rem est vi be
yrong vo Dy, Flexnerls at ent ion inmed

waen Liis reiarn.

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR 8. BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAM UEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY 8. STRAUS
0SWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE. PA
PRESIDENTS OFFICE

LDear Frankfurters

Many thangs for your letter. ooking over

vou (which was writtea under pressure), I realize that

not exopress myself very well. What I feel at bottom

we are all assisting at the birth of what is for this country

a new type of acadeuie iastitution. TFor the mouent

is not one of running the Institute but of creating

E

really have used some far strouger phrsse sucn as w

seribe the relafion of the BrFist s fRinker to & ney

58 als brain.

in my letter I talked about aduinistrative freedom,

the yuestion
it. When

I 'should

.'11101 16—

¢hild

This Institute 15" the result of Dr. Wiexner's thought
and dmaginatioa, and 1 sa most coneerded that nothing should

hamper him in thue process of bridging his v'ision into reality.

I imagine that you sould say amen to all »f this, and that the

iifference hetween us would be in the way we shoul
attitude in coacrete situatioas.
With kindest regards, I am
¥eurs sinceevely,

s

Professor Felix Frankfurter
Harvard University Law School
Cambridge, Mess.
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January 16,1935

Dear Abe:
I should like you to see copies of letters which

have gone respectively to Professor Veblen and Dr. Riefler.

Yours always,

(signed) F. F.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
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corYX Canbridge, Mass,

January 16, 1938

My dear Riefler:

Ever since I have been on this faeulty, for now a little over
twenty years, it has been my practice to tell acquaintances whose nanmes
have come up for our consideration directly what doubts or difficulties
I may have had to raise in faculty meeting. This avolds misunderstanding
through the dangers of misreport, however innocent through indireet tranms-
siscion. That practice of candor seems to me equally asppropriate for you
and me in the case of the Institute of Advanced Study.

Therefore, I should like you to know $hat I welcomed your aeces—
gion to the Imstitute and voted for it with pleasure and hope. But I voted
against the stipend proposed by Dr. Flexner, not because it was too high,
but because it was higher thamn that given to your collengues in the School
of Politics and Econﬁios. For 1 deem inequality of treatment among men
of substantially similar age and scholarly distinction as inimical to the
aims of a soclety of scholars. This is not the occasion to argue the mat-
ter, I simply wanted you to kmow precisely what my attitude was towards
your coming to the Imstitute and to the conditions of your coming.

If you have to leave govermment —— I eannot conceal my regret that
you are doing s0, in view of my great interest in a permanent civil ser-

- vice — I am at least hapyy that you are giving yourself to scholarship.

with all good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Winfield W, Riefler

S SRR SO =1 . - - i
T oo
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CoOPX

Cambridge, Mass.

January 18, 1935

Dear Professor Weblen:

Of course I was gratified to have your eonfirmation
about the importance of the gemeral primciple of equality of treatment
of scholars of substantially the same age and distinetion. I have
long reflected om the problem and have had mot a little experience in
obavervlng the cansequences of departures from it. I am much confirmed

\ by the testimony that you bore at our Board meeting last Monday re-

' garding the feelings of the members of the School of Mathematics. Of
course I kmow nothing about the "historieal considerations" to which
you referred which are respomsible for the present differentiatioms
in that School. I have mo doubt, however, that as a principle the
practice is vicious. Bargaining for terms, with the diverse pres-
sures wholly umrelated to scholawship, belongs to the world of com-
mexrce and is inimical to the true aims of a soclety of scholars.

#ith good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Professor Oswald Veblen

TR S AT .
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WINFIELD W, RIEFLER

Janmuary 19, 1935

Dear ifr. Franicfurter:

Your letter of Jamuary 16 has disturbed
me greatly though I respect the franimess which
impelled you to write. If there is any ques-
tion of my status or standing I would prefer
the Board to reconsider the whole matter as
quickly as possible,.

Thanic you for your good wishes. I know
that we have an unparalleled opportunity in
the new School.e I am still so tied emotionally
to public service that I am not yet in a position
to be entirely objective about the situation.

Very truly yours,

raw ;>C;7//'.4;]
AL ol Cetlcln
//M"///M“‘ W / 5

Mr. Felix Frankfurter
Law School

Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Chairman
HERBERT H. MAASS
Vice-Chairman
WALTER W. STEWART
Vice-Chairman
SAM UEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer
IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHER 8. BAILEY
Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Felix:

To
copy of the letter which
will remember that, when

Nprutal candor',
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- the Committee on

¢

1 shall notifl
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.
iy or
L83y Wi v




|

iBeatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a
From the §helby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

. ; FLE. Jan. 19, 1935 2
write me dowmn as an autocrat. So far, however, fron attempting to snother
cifferences of opinion, it may be worth our whlle to remember that at the last
meeting I insisted that Dr_. Weed siould develon 2 noint of view regar’ing which
he had written me but vhich he was disinclined to bring to the atteantiom of the
Board. Nevertheless havins done so and the Board having agreed with Professor
Veblen's opposing view the matter was concluded.

Sincerely :rours,

Professor Felix Fron-furter
Law School of Barvard Universitv
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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mmbridge, Maes,

January <1, 1925

My dear Riefller:

Thenk you for your letter of the mineteenth.

ﬂf letter we«nt to imply mo mors than it aectually
gaid. Thers is no auestion whatewsr a¥ to yo.r Ystatus", nor
the engermesz with which I in comion with the reet of the Board
voted for your election. The wviews I expres.ed in my letter
ware solely my o'm and wer  conveyad to you ac I stated in my
lotter, boerus. I thought that candor as to a matter affecting
you wag ealied for between you and ms,

Fith =2l1l goed wlehes

Vary slaceraiy yours,

Irs REinfleld W, Blallspy

s - e . -
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January &1, 19%5

Dear Abe:

I have your letter of the nencteenth.

At least in Fnglish-speaking countries the righnt

to be heard before decapitation still prevails. May 1

P

3 Pad
trouble you to have Mrs. Bailey s~nd me the names of the

Comrittez on Nominsticns.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Abrazham Flexner

St
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

_ Jamuary 22, 1935

Professor Felix Frankfurter
Law School of Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

My dear Professor Frankfurter:
In reply to your inquiry, the members of
the Committee on Nominations are as follows:

Mr. Samuel D. Leidesdorf, Chairman
125 Park Avenue, New York City

Mr. Walter W. Stewart
120 Wall Street, New York City

President Frank Aydelotte

Swarthmore College

Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

The Trustees, whose terms are expiring,

are Messrs. Flexner, Frankfurter, and Straus.

Very truly yours,

L R, ;
/
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v d s

Jamuary 2z, lvib

De~r Ibs:
Thre itess in the Himutez .f the heguizr Necting of the Imstitute
for Advanced Study, heid Jamua:y l4, L350 sesm tu @e to eall fur currectdi m,
and 1 deam it Best to srit. you cirectly ratber tham 'rs. Beiley, «ho go
kindly scnt me the Ximutes.
ie . 7. wveght n.t the ¥imutes c¢h.o: my ® ti.c to ask fur a divi-
siom of yo .r roeummandstiou regiraiig Mlefler, o tiat se shou.d wote first
om hiz elsctivm anc secundly um tue sscunt of his :ti.ecg? But it emy
event t.o Elmutes :hou.d show thit whils [ expressec Bys.i{ “in fasver of
“ the pulection of Ir. Riefler® I eouud mut wote fur 2 uiffer:ntistl m be-
i tweem bis tipend =nd wart i Als €0 collesgues, beliovicg in eguality of
stipend ss.ng scholsr: of .ubst ntl (.y the £se stamding. Lo other murds
§ it {8 not e.xrect to s:y Wt I fevurec thu gelactin f Fiefi.r Yat the
saisry sopil ned™. The correct statement 13 th t I favered esuality of
gtijend for =il thres eltnexr iU, .. ur i€, 0..
£e peT ught tam Bot be s Wrief sum=2ry of the arguents sade
by we amid Lhise op;vsed tame roiher tovh & fue ary rofer ace Lu the ais-
cus. L u by the ccbiguows parasge “oriccl se (f stondaralzed ssiaries?? In
any event om o wot osr of cweh dmportonce suroly tne dimubor Lught to re-
cord the wolghty statement f Profes. .r Veblien that tLas Frofes ore of tLhe
Sebeol «f bathesetices would be happier if thuy il hs the prwe gtipend,
fol.vwed =z that mag by hi= vroygos 1 thst tas Bord ex.res: ite hope thot

such a poliey is 2 doqunh'u’ chjective fur tas futwe.
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8« ’ Jon, 22, 1956

S. pe 10, Upiess 1 mishesrcd yo.r explensation for act ie.uing
an invitatic. to Dr. Xerschak, it wsg nii tie lack of unanizmity among
1l the Executive Comaittee in giving com.ent, but the ckange in cir-
cumst uces resulving {rum tLhe selectiin of Rieflor.

Sincereiy y.ur.,

Ur. Abrshem Flexner
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Janun 34
28 WLy 24, 1935
frofesy !
LM”;;;,or Felix Fran‘»cfu_rtor
) o] ) S
C&:‘b”’iio‘ of Harvard Univers;jty
dre, .V:;ssachusetts i
A"-'.(V
v dear Profeggor Frankfurters
’ Y
our letter of the tw
i ; enty-seconad regarding
the Mjip,¢ { -
2 nuves of t
o{ the Regular Meeting orf the Inst
& of nstitut
for Advay )
ivance ady, h
d Stuly, helq Jamary 14 1938, 4
S L %% 1399, "has come
“nile M i 8 i .
r. Flexner is absent from Priv o
om Princelon,
Vory i ]
fery truly yoars 4
-~ ERA
\
Vi v ipemar, R O e s
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! oo iles, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a inceton, NJ, USA
deatrice A re?/\e}ﬁ'rtChaf:ZSL;{) I-tll_e F,IArchives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Prin
: by e !
From the She ; 1

WINFIELD 4 RIEFLER

January 22, 1935

Dear Mr, Frankfurter:

It is my turn to thank you for Jyour cordial
note of Jamuary 21, 1t dispels any apprehen-

sions that I felte I am eager for an opportunity

to talk over plans for the new School with you,.

Very sincerely yours,

7

Nt ot

Professor Felix Frankfurter

Law School
Harvard Uhiversity
Cambridge, Massachusettg
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Jamuary 21, 1855

Denr Bem:

I am sorry to trouble you with the emclosures and
yet I think I cught to let you see them.

In my oresent frame of mind I ppopose to do mothing
about Abe's letter, t¢ take mo motice of it, wmlcss perchamece
to make sure that the Committee on Nomimstiom — I de mot know
who they are —— have before thes the documentary record on
which Abe's letter purports to be based.

I should, of course, greatly welcome your advise and
sugcestions but would umderstand absolutely were you to with-

hold the expression of any eocmment.

Always yours,

P.S. A reply bhas also come from Veblem and from Risfler.
I am sending coples of these tw0 amd of the answazr I have
despatched to Riefler. I also scnt copies of Riasfler's
re ly and of my smswer to Abe.

Bernard Flexmer, Esq.
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/ Jenuary 25, 18:8

lear Bem:

1. I am deeuly cor:y to asar that you bave a.i beem whully
£it, but I am not surprised. The very fact thal you expemded L5 much sta-
pins as you did im meeting your eye operstion was bound tou toke 1t ocut of
you Later. I hupe yo. ars thoroughly on the mend.

2. But I am espeelal'y zox y %0 hove troubled you with =u
ineident, that at best, was bound to saddemn you — as it did me. Of eourse
you bave my ccnsont Lolintervm in the :ituetiun in any wny which seess
to you wige, but I mmst adjure you not to teke on me.dies: burdens. You
non that temperamcmtally I s o man of pesce, end mhw
ah:-t-wﬂr’\ ~.n,u aubﬂtmt.ially never im uigg p, P ruona.l Luntrovorsy. Bt
Ab: and [ are aftvr all grosmuss, and I Booe you -.Ll; be self-ragrrdiing in
whit you undert ke to do ur mot tu o im regara - Ab‘g

£. Im regard to Rlefl-r I, of course, contsmplated the like-
lihod (§ 1tc ™uoset.ing” Abe, but [ cert-inly aild mot exsect that kind of
ap exploai.m., No doubt the:= ar t-o urys of thinking im rogero %o my ae-
ti n in writing Riefler, but surely it is absurd to use blg l-agu-ge about

'.vi A=ting confidapnecs ”mnd to get into high dudgecn sbout 18, After al. there
is nothing tarribly technical about the propricetise of such a Board meeting,
and I am n ¢t whol.y wihlbhot expericmce in regrrd to them. in mny event I
ecap't plead ignuramcs aboutl the propricties, fur in my time I hive Bat on
tec Railrosd directorates zc well a. on educ:tiunal beards,

', ¥hile to be :urc ther: ie s dif‘er nce betweem the rolsti ns
of colleague:z and that of a momber of a Bosrd and a member of the staff, the
escentisl comeider~ti ms of candor snd frieandly dealing ecu=l.y ap ly to the

pre ent tnsthace. While Riefler and I have omly a limited scqualntance we
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2e

have 2 kind of intimzcy by as:ovciation through the clige friendeships shich
wo haove in cummon. ¥x crience nas teught we that oboorv tious llke mine
about Riefl rts s=lary eventual.y got back im a cl:torted way mo matier how
presusably confldemtiul tho discussl.n. Amd 8o I wanted hiz to knos at firss
bedd, and I hope it i: not obetimne, 1 pulf-as.ursmge thuil mukes me say
that I ihink if I had to do it ovoer ageim I wouwid arite hin =2 I dia,

J"—:"Tnz‘r-ly Abe's graat excitzaicat cin .a.y derive [.um tas faet that
my cisclosure to Riefler waes of an itoe thabl sna  olug to B concenlst from
his, nawely, the disparity In silaries. It i=, «f ecur.s, rliitcuicus for
Abe to ruggest tant I [0 nut koow hos Lo obeorve canflidonces. The truth of
the metiep iz thut {or come striagy. re=s.n Abo lnportumed mc¢ Lo g% on his
Bosrd exjpecting me 4o bo 2 1ubier- tamp. 1t 1¢ Lo unbelisvibie Lhe wmay he
beksved whan I triec very .uletly me oim iy t¢ ralee, at the Boari mecting

fag €y ‘ V,'MA—L)

the othor avy, =s issus -Rich he kpew vecxrod to se o tuuchﬁtr.e frultful de-
velopwent uf Lhe fcho .l of Politier anc Tcoeoncsics, znd incde«d . the whole
Institute. I could mot havs been troatec orse nad I sace an indecent pro~-
pusal to a Victorirm lacy.

Alseye y.urs,

Bermard Fieaner, 58 .
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Dear Felix:

BERNARD FLEXNER

40 £EXCHANGE = acCE

NEW YORK

January 20, 19356

Fhank you very much for yours of the 25th.

I am feeling very much better but am running really

2 O

-

jay. 1 am glso
of

n less than half time, not coming to ry office every

glad to have the copy of Riefler's letter

theZind to you.

I should hate to believe that Abe asked you on
his board with the expectation that you would be a

"rubber stampn.

That is incredible to me. 1 don't know

wnether the opportunity is going to come for me to discuss

the whole situat
tefore he went out to Princeton. If he

minute at how:
does mention it,
tion with him.

} a great deal to

ion with him. I have seen him only for =

I shall guietly talk out the whole situa-
The incident, as you doubtless know, means
me; much more than Riefler's pert in it.

1 am having sent to you a copy of an extremely

interesting lett

er from Viteles.

Simon and Helen have had a bad time in Egypt.

Both oi them hav

better sgain.

Professor felix

e been guite sick but happily, they arc

Always yours.
-’/‘
t

Frankfurter,

Harvard Law School,
Cambridge, Massachusettas.

BF/db
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Chatrman FRANK AYDELOTTE
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HERBERT H. MAASS
Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET
WAILTER W. STEWART

ALEXTS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

VivesChaioman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
g JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
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Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
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FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
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FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary

FNTHER S, BAILEY =

it e B st OSWALD VEBLEN

o ! January 28, 1935 LEWIS H. WEED

ALKAHIAM FLEXNER L1IFE TRUSTEES
Darector of the Institute LOUIS BAMBERGER
¥y dear Professor Frankfurter: MERS. FELIX FULD
iour letter of the twenty-secand hias been refvi-ed to me Zor reply. The

h o Pe v

minutes cannot now be altereld except by order of the Boari., I shall therefore ask,
when they are submilted for approval at the next meeting, for permission to revise
the paragraph on page 7 so as-to read as follows:
"Mr, Franzfurter, while expressin: himself in favor of the
selection of Dr. Riefler, could not vote for a differentiation between
his stipend and that of his two colleagues, believing in equality of
stipené among scholars of substantially the same standing, After
discussion, in the course of which it was obvious that most of the
Board was oppeosed to the principle of standardized salaries, the
resolution as offered by the Director was adonted,"
As to vour second peini, I was requested by several Trustees not to include
the discussion in the minutes. Professor Veblen happened to be in the office when
1 was preparing page 7, and he apvroved it.
‘7 notes show that Professor Veblen modified his orisinal statement,
saying subsequently that the older members of the School of Mathematics would be
haovpy if all received the same salary and that Professor Frankfurter's point of view
might be an ultimate objective of the Boardi. And later - Mr. Flexner stated that
{the invitation to Dr. Marschak was not extended because the Executive Committee, with

Fhom he had communicated by letter, was not unanimous in consent, Professor Frankfurter

I

lving voted alversely by telegram. Mr. Flexner also stated that he was in corres-

rondence with the Warden of All Souls but that now that Dr. Riefler had been appointed,

| oe—
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Professor Frankfurter January 28, 1935

he would turn the matter over to him and to his associates,
Yery truly yours,
] A
L,452£:V KJT /ffixk/dag

y

Professor Felix Frankfurter
Law School of Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Pebruary 12,1956.

My dear Aydelotte:

1. Together with my correspondence with Abe Flexner arising
out of the Marschak incidemt, which you have already seen, the emplosed con-
stitute, I believe, all the materials that bear upon an is:ue raised between
Flexner end me zince our last Board mecting. If you e~m find tince to read
the enclosed file before nmext Saturday it will enable us to come directly to
the heart of things in cur talk. I am sorry to burdem you with =o thigk a
dossier, and even more sorry to trouble you with so painful a mattier. But
in view of my relations ¥ith you and yuur relations to the Imstitute I do
not see how I can withhold its submiscion to you. Of course 1 do not care
to stay wherc I am not wanted but fidw-desling and academic standards also
have their claims,

2. Perhaps you will let me t:ke this oecasion to tell you
with what resl excitemeat both my wife and I read your annual report, to
which we got arcund enly laszt night. I am, if I may say so, in entire
agreemcnt sith you that the way to solve the problems that are raised by
the increasing range and complexity of comtemporary life is hot to take
an serial view of the umiverse, but to acquire habits for mastering ‘bhor—
oughly bits of it im such a w2y that the urgamic releatiom of souething to
everything will be e:tablished in the minds and feclings of student:=. In
other words, I should like to echo your statement th=t not ignorance but
superficial knozledge is our enemy.

Very sincercly yours,

President Frank Aydelotte
P.8. HNay I trouble you to return the
correspondemce flat im the enclosed em-
welope.
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE. PA
PRESIDENTS OFFICE

February 18, 1935.
My dear Frankfurter:
I returned from Boston <zturday afternoon, and yesterday
read very carefully your correspondence with Riefler, Veblen,
and Flexner. I had been in New York for a day or two before I
went to Boston and nence did not get your letter sooner. I

read it with infinite regret. I shall not try to comment on

the varlous points at igsue between you and Dr. Flexner, Tut I
riigt Fey et dwre et X AR vemYy shr o1 1rote to Riefler as

vou did. It seems to me that Trustees, however they may differ

among themselves, should communicate with members of the Faculty

3
v

Fal

on cuestions of this kind through the Divectcr and not over his
head. I should feel deenly injured if a member of my Board in
a similar situation took such actinn as you have taken.

So far as the other points raised ia yvour corresnondence
are concerned 1 can only say that I am sorry you #dre parting
conpany from Dr. Flexner on issnes which do not seem iuyjftant
in comparison with the great creative job he is doing and toward

1

which he has already made such sz wonderful beginaing.

Your co ments and Mrs. Frankfurter's on my @anusl re-
port are very kind, znd I appreciate them waraly. The iine I
took is not the popular one, and I have becn more or less under

1

fire from apostles of Orienta*ion Ccocurses " hich are sweeping
the country just as the Chautauqua moveuaent did a few jears ago.

Yours very sincerely,
Professor Felix Frankfurter
YetdeTohpeEstt Vet d
Eggb%{&gg? ﬁggs. !

P T T

| S R et
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Febru~yy 17, 1935

My dear Aydelotte:

It was kind of ypou to ed! to your dslo hone
wes aze your %elegram. Of cours: I am sorry mnot to have
had & chance for e talk, but whet couldn't be, couldm't
be. I lo k forward to your mext eoming.

Very cordialiy yours,

ros .dent Fronk Aydelotte
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Pebruary 20, 1885

By denr Aydelottis:

Thank you for your let er of the lath., The questions at iscue (in-
cluding my writing to Riefler in the specific context of whst, why sud to whom
1 urcte) call for talk freed from the nzeucry syncopation of correspunience,
ind oo I etili hope to have the op.ortunity of a face-to-face consideration of
these matlers with you.

But there iz ome gtatomént in your letier 'hich cught not be left with-
out luwediate comuent. You write, "I am surry you sre perting compwny fros Dr.
Floxner." BSurely I as not "parting company® frow him. It is he who seeks to
pever the relation. Having importuned me to go vn his Bowd in conmjunction with
Stewart, because, as he wrote me under date of Februsry 25, 1832:

"It wili be 2 grond thing for American educatiom vhen boarde in c.atrol

of wniversities include im their membership mot only fe rles: men, but

persons competent to advise in watiers of poliey®,
he is mow putting to you and your col.eagues on the Coseitles -n Hominstioms na
ultimatus ax&mt my continusmce on the Bonrd. It wil. not have esen.ed you that
sy Biefler letter was merely the lact straw to Flexmer's decisi-m. "How my pa-
tience with you is exheusted.® In wvhat way have I tried his pationce? By ex-
preguing views om what secmed to me majop policies for the Imstitute. I tock
eare to meke plaim to him whem I went om the Board my comception of the funetion
of a trustee. I send you my letier setting lorth the terss on which I comsented
to gc n the Board snd Flexmer's avewed agrecment. I levve without comsent the
light that expericnce sheds uwpon his fine words.

Very simeercly yours,

President Frank Aydelotie

"—-\ okl y - i
T_.){L\:g Qurpy t\_L\ v ek r,av\ s P—i <
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Febru.iry &0, 1933

By cdesr Aydelotie:

Thank you for your let er o: the 13th. The juestiong at issue (in-
cluding my writing to Fiefler in the - .ceific contest of ‘hat, why and tc whom
I wrute) eali fur talk fre:d from the neces ary syncepation of corres ondence.
‘nd #o I stdl. ho e to have the oq . ortunity of s fuce-to-frce concideretion of
lhese mat.ers .ith you,

But therc is one stotomtat in your let er hi_h -ugnt not ba left with-
vut liredizte comient. You write, "I em sur:y you ar: serting cosny fr.ow Dr.
Fi xner." Sur:ly I aw not "carting comwpany” from him. It is he .h. se k= to
sevar the reletica. Having importumed = o v on hls Boord in comjumetion with
Stewart, because, zé he wrote me wnac r date of Fedbrusry <&, 123.:

"{t u;i. b§ © gr no thing fur imericon edue=ti n uem buards in ¢ ntrol

vi univers ites include in thely pember:hip not uniy fe riess men, but

persony convetect Lo soviie lu matiere of ulicy®,
he ie no- putilng to you and yo.r cul egues n the Cume .t. a desinatiocne n
uitimatum #g in t my coastlnuwnce @ Ltue Benrd. It il not hevs esc: oo ¥You that
ky blefler let er wic worely the la:t stres tu Flexner's dooisi.m. "Now By i5—
ticnee with you i: exnrusted.” In what way heve I tried his sationce? By ex-
regring visss un hot se ned to me wrjor pulicies [.r the Imstitute. I to k
core to maze plain to bhim whem I sont on the Bo'rd mwy  nce tin f the functicn
o & traites. I send you my retier gettling foith the ter.w «n svhish I comsesnted
to go on the Borrd naned Flexmer's avuue! sure sont I le ve vithot cum wnt the

Words,

—-
e

light thalt ex eri mce Jhoeus won his i

Very cincer ly y..rs,

President Framk iydelotte
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February .0, 10°8

Deny ¥Br. Stewart:

Thers has bemn a sejwal {o our last merting
of tiué Borrad of Truste s of the Imstitute <aich makes it ne-
cescary for me to ticuble yoa with the emciosed file. 1 am
sorry to bmadem you with thic, +hich together with the corres-
ondence in comnectlion with the Marschek astler coustitutes,
ag 1t were, the rec.urd in ihe sase. 1 am even more gor.y to
trouble you with so painful a mat.er, but I doc mot sec Jow I
cia very weli i hho.ud it: cubmis. ion to you in wiew of the
co;j)ant.?ﬁy in «hich you sna I eame on the Bosrd, as w'll as
your preseni functi n on the Beard. As I mrote to Aydelotte
“h. haeg alreacy ceen this corresjondence, I do not eare to
st.7 #her 1 sz not =anted but fair-deeling and =scademic stand-
ard. also have thoir claims.

Vory sinecerely y urs,

dalter . Stewart, Zs;.

P... M¥ay I $ro.ble you to retun the
enclcsed file flzt in the fulder ro-
vided fur it.
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA.
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

Dear Frankfurter:

I have to be in Boston VWednesday, March €th on
college business, and if you are to he back by that time
and have an hour free, I should like very much to have

an opportunity of a talk with you. If it wculd suit you

ol akp
betder to stop at Swarthmore on your way back from '<‘de Ghivied
Vashington, that would suit me equally well.” I shall s,

be free any cday, except Tuesday, when I have a ueeting
with my Board of Trustees. ¥ €au waet ab L Aol o fw v ear)

f : : : (% c
iy plan is to go through to Boston by the night 5

b,
-

: 4 PoVvie N\
train Tuesday night, and I shoula be glad to come out to
6 e
see you, or meet vou at the Harward Club, Boston, at any <
wlles l)‘w

tine on Wednesday cfternoon. Pernacs you will send me
a telegram collect.

Yours gincerely,

TNats Gplie

Professor Felix Frankfurter
Cambridege
IvIaS S .

P. S. I notice by the paper that vou have gone down to
Washington to be near Justice Holmes, and I have

taken a chance of sending a carbon of this in his
care, thinking you might get it more quickly.

: 4 F. A.

i P et B ettt PSR N— PR R PSR
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA.
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

March 5, 1935.

dear Franikfurter:

I have our telegram and understand of coirse
how indefinite your plans must be at the moment. If you
co find it possible to stop at Swarthmore on our way
back, please let me xnow. A wire of a few hours notice
v111 be sufficient. The whole country 1s deeply grieved
to hear of the 1llness of Justice Holmes, and in the
case of & man of his age one does not dare to be too

ho eful of &¥He outcome.

-

o
-

o Yours since

s (e

Fellix Frankfurter, Esqg.

Canbridge, Yass.
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April 1, 1935.

My dear Frankfurter:

A meeting of the Nominating Committee
of the Institute for Advanced Study has been called
for nine o'clock Thursday morning, April 11th, at the
Murray Hill Hotel, New York City. I do not know whether
you still think of making a statement to the Committee,
but I seud you this notice of the time of their meeting
so that if you do wish me to transmit a statement to
them, you can send it to wme in good time.

Yours sincerely,

Felix Frankfurter, Fsq.
192 Brattle Street
Cambridge, Mass. S e [l
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April 3, 1935

¥y dear Aydelotte:

Since our talk here concerming my relaticns to the Mmstitute
for hdvanced Study I bave, of course, meflested much on 2ll you said.
When I express real respest for ym'm, particulsyly on matiers
affecting acadesic procedure, yow will, I ‘mew; acquit me of indulging
merely in compliment ry m. Boweriheless, on matters of righi and
wrong one. pust ultimetely be guided Wy one's ewm comrvictions.

Letnerehoaru&umﬁo'ma thet Muve led o0 the
pres nt situation. After cur last loart westing I wrote & letior to Rief-
ler stating briefly why I felt compslied to vote sgainst the salery pro-
posed for him by the Direstor. I emclose a eopy of the emtire c.rrespund-
ence between Ricfler and myself. Prom this it will sppear that I wrote to
Ri:fler in accordance »ith a practice I Bave bem fol oving ever since I
have bern a msmber of this faculty., I kwow thet the relatlons, respectively,
of menbers of & faculty one to ancther, and of a trusiee vigp-awwis facully
are not the ssme. But the consideratioms of cancor which have govermed my
practice se-m to me equally ap licsbdle to the preeise situatium in »hich I
invoked it, in Riefler's cass. You will mot fafl to mole M in writing
to Risfler, (1) I had no thought whatever of esberrassing the Dizeedor, (2)
I did not revesl anything that transpired before the Bomrd except my owa
positiom, and, (%) that I reported my om position to Risfler to svaid these
smberrassmonts which so oftem follow the almost inevitsble disclosupes, s.ve~
how or other, evem of such s limited dissenting view as I expreszed.

Contemporanecusly w»ith my letter to Riefler I sent a copy of it

e A S
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to the Director, and, of course, sent him coupies of the cor espondence that em-
sued between Riefler and myself. The view which the Dircctor tock of my actiom

he set forth in a letter under dote of January 19th. of which I also enclcse a
copy. For me the key to that letter is the resark, "No+ my patismce with you is
exhansted.” I am mot aware that I made any demands on the "pati-nee™ of the Di-
rector except to express views on two -nttersmo:o whicn, as a member of the Bowrd,
I had responsibility for actiom. One concerned the implications of the croposal
to bring Profes.or Marschak (and his wife) from Englomd for inspection; the other
involved discus-ion of the chkiteria for deterainéng classificalion of salaries for
professors. As to both matters I camnct believe that I strayed outside the bounds
of rolevant and parliamemtary discussion. Egqually cle~r am I that im wpiting to
Riefler, under the circumstinces amd within the limited sco e of sy comvumicotion,
I comzitted no impropriety.

Therefore I hope that I may say without an air of self-rightecusmess
that I have no gqualms of conselence about anything that I have dome or left andome
as a momber of the Board. My term is avtomaticelly expirimg shortly. A resigaa-
tion nox would imply e confesszion of wrong-doinmg which I do mot im the slightest
fecl.

Please lst me exyress sy ware apprecistion for your kind goud of-
fices, and let me say that I contimue to entertain the sincersst wishes for the
réalisation by the Imstitute of the purposes for which it was founded.

Very sincerely yours,

President Frank Aydelotte




i | April 5, 1955

My denr Aydelotte:

Sinee our talk here concerming my relaticus to the Imstitute

for Advanced Study I have, of course, reflceted much om 2ll you sald.
When I express resl respect for your juigment, particularly on matters
affecting academie procedure, you will, I ¥mow, =cquit me of indulging
perely in complimentary phrases. Neverihcless, om matbers of rijht snd
wrong one must ultimately be gulded by one's own copvietiuan. ‘

Lot we rehearse briefly the circmest-nces that have led to the
preaan‘S situation. After our last Boord mesting I wrote 2 letlar to Rief-
ler stuting briefly why I felt compellied to vote agalast the salary pro-
posed for him by the Director. I enclose = copy of the emtire c‘j‘:rf’eup-und*
ence between Ricfler and myself. From this it will apresr that I wrote to
Ricfler in accordance #ith a practice I hove boom fol oving ever csince I
have beca a wember of this faculty, T kmow that the relatllons, res cctively,
of mewbers of & faculty one to amother, snd of « trucstes vis-a-vis faculty
are not the sswe. But the consicerstions of caniur *hich hove governed my

practice secm to me equally ap:licuble to the precise situstin in vhich I

invoked it, in Riefler's csse. You will mot £-11 to note thet in writing
to Riefler, (1) I had no thought whatever of embarrascing the Direetor, (2) g
I did not revesl anything that transpired before toe Bourd except my owm \
position, =nd, (5) that I reported my owm position to Rlefler to avoid those

embarrasswents which so often follow the almost imevitable di-closure, some-’
how or other, even of such s liwmited dixsseﬁtmg view as I exyresszed. ‘

Contemporsnecugly with my letter to Rieflor I sent » copy of it _ }

{ . {r\rL) c—(,np..) rhu {CVLM JM/‘W’ W ’

i . .
s !
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to the Director, and, of course, sent him c.ples of the cor espondence that enm-
gued betwesn Riefler and myself., The view vhich the Dircetor touk of my =etiom |
he set forth im a letter wnder date of Jemuary 19th, of which I also enclose &
copy. For me the key to that letter is the remark, "Now my patiomce with you is
exhsusted.” I am not aware that I lo'.de any demonds on the "pationce" of the Di-
rector except to express views on two matters ‘e‘uﬁwhicb, as a mewber of the Bourd,
I hed responsibility for sction., One concerned the ifmplications of the proposal
to bring Profescor Marvschak (and his wife) from mm;a for ims;-».-.acéian; the other
MM discuscion of the ciiteris for determinéng classificaidon of salaries for
professors. As to both matters I comnot believe thet T strayed outside the bounds
of velevant and parliamentary discussion, Bouslly cle-r sm I that in wﬂur;g to
Riefler, uwnder the clrcumst-nces and within the limited poo e of wy comsuniostion,
I comsitted no impropriety.

Therefore I hope that I may say without an sir of gelf-rightecusnoss

that I have no gualms of conscience about anything that I have done or left lmd :zn-
ags a mepber of the Board. Iy tern 1e uutmtioally expiring shortly. &

iy

kol

m now mld imply a confession of wromg-dolng which I Jdo not in the sum‘

fecl, P PEg Y f
; B 1”

.\l

Please let me ex ress wy wars apprecisiion for your kind good :gg.,. \

fices, and lel me guy thut I continue to entert-in the sincerest wishes f::wr
réalization by the Imstitute of the purposes for which it wag Tounded.

Very sincersly yours,

Pregident Frouk iycelotie
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{ April S, 1955

Dear Er. Stewart:

Somwe time ago, under dite of Febrmary <0, I zeat
you & long file of correspondence between Flexmer and myself,
gnd I think X enclosed a st mped emvelope for the raturm of
the material. %The corrcspondemce has mever come back to Be
and I am fearful lest it has becm lost inm the mail so I =m
broubling you with this note of imquiry.

Very sincerely your:,

%alter W. Stewart, Esy.
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MRS. FFLIX FULD

April By 1935

Professor Felix ¥Frankfurter
Law School of Harvard University
Cambridgg, Massachusetts
My dear Professor Frunkfurt.r!

The annual meeting of the Members of
the Corporation, Institute for Advanced Study, will
be held on Monday, April 22, 1935, at 12:45 o'clock,
at the Uptown Club, Lincoln Building, 60 East 4°nd
Street, New York City. I am sending you herewith

the docket and notice regarding the proposed amendment

of the By-laws.

Very truly yours,
> .

Assistant Secretary f
D

-

R S —

S e

LIPS S
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The Members of the Corporation, Institute for

Advanced Study, are’ requesicdéd to take motice that under and

pursnant to the provisions of the By-Laws, the annual mecting
of the Mémbers will b teld en the 2ind day of April, 1935, at

12:45 o'clock, at 60 Bast 42nd Street, in the City of New Yorlk,
for the conduct of such business as may come before said meeting.
There will be presented to tlie meeting for adoption an amendment
to Sc:iiun 8, Article IXI of the By-laws, by proviling that a
regular meeting of the Trustees shall be held on the fourth

Monday in January in eachyear.

The wurpose of changing the date of the resular

meeting from the second Monday to the fourth Monday in January
is to meet the convenience of the greater number of Trustees, as

~mae 1 5 13 3 | + Y. o
already sipnified by them.

Dated, Princeton, New Jersey, April 8, 1935
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DOCKET TOR ANJUAL MEETING OF MEMBER: OF THE CORPORATICN

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

. . i
Aprid 224 1950

3 [e Report of Cormittee on Nominations

2 Elechion of Trustees

- D .
o Report of President
4, Amendment of By-Laws
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April 17, 1935.

g My dear Frankfurter:

5 I communicated your letter of April 3rd to the
members of the Nominating Committee, and regret to have
to inform you that, after careful consideration, they
have decided that it would be inadvisable to :enominate
you for membership on the Board. The members of the
Committee have discussed the matter informally with a
number of the Trustees, and I feel confident that the

Board will approve this action at the meeting on April
22nd. The considerations which moved the Committee were
those which we discussed when 1 saw you in Cambridge a
month ago.

With many regrets, I am

Yours sincerely,

Professor Felix Frankfurter (:lktlbbl 2’

192 Brattle Street
Cambridge, Mass.

TR T P T i o I e T T T I S S Y e S 4~ YT R« £ T T T s
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April 22, 1936

iy dear Aydelotte:

Iy letter to you of April Srd. in
the context of all that preceded seid all I had
%0 say, and 20 I now will enly wknqulodgaym
lettér of the 17th.

Very cordially yours,

President Frank Aydelotte
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
SWARTHMORE, PA_
PRESIDENTS OFFICE

May 1, 1935.

My dear Frankfurter:

At the meeting of the members
of the Corporationjohe Institute for Advanced
Study, on April 8th, the Committee on Nominations
recommended only the re-election of Messrs. Straus
and Flexner. This recommendation was unanimously
adonted. I should like to express again my very
great regret that this seemed to the Committee

the only possible course to take.

Yours very sincerely,

vt (Gpelite_

Professor Felix Frankfurter
192 Brattle Street
Cambridge, Mass.
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My dear Aydelot .e:
Thank you for your motificaiion of the l1st.

To turn to & plessanter thems, lat me gon-

—— . AT, o i Al R

gratulate you warmly on the selection of Professor Jennings.

It would be, of course, impertinent for me to pretend to hav-
ing an independient judgment on his competence, but mccording

to the judgment of those who arc emtitled to have a jwigment,

it is clear that you have selected mot only " first rate scient;-
ist, but also one who will bring the graciocusness and bre-dth

of view %0 which Oxford so warmly recpouds.

Very sincersly your:,

resident Fr nk Ayielotte
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