
'0 .t.- .. . . . r.l.,. rt.~, on. 

. astmoJ'l ().J eo 
O:d'ord . ~ll"..m 
21 . iv. 'q . 

es. t hllt {)()\Juds liko tnll talk. but 

t, •• t' r t,I,o I!&.:' both of ,!~ feel Ilhout ite ) 

~ l •• ~· . ! ~ ~ l~ 'l1..! :·.AI-6b 0 ... • oabUor t o try to ru£.c :: yvtlr llllXl. but 
~ 

(Hrl~ inl j-' r.f,":,. '6lJ <3Jl ,,0 gn ... ze your .en8ib11iti '~&. hut r ... .d~. J.. don't 
h.., I, . "'" 

t h!; ' : da} rl rt r)d i .. , uy Ln • .aer f rom .• nr, li s :~tanCf!.rd8 . 1 road \\an-

s~~ r·;: ~ l ~rly I.'!_d n o ..) [j ;fo~k .l Ht~elld £> &11101 Colltlf'"!) {;ltlntlrlf's. 

I nd i~ c ,·r. f' ·S.d C ) JU I ·.r ,r1 Lhin l,I1,~ be't, t- r f>d i·tiClllS ,1 lllj ' l iA. i' .r\.. ,-

r;~ ;:'! JQ",Lll"t· wit., .t'!pIH·s.onlll,int.~ I"'(!::I..l<' · ~. i"l" .;1.. _ 

\.Jv'rlA '17..l . ~o;r ~ ,.':;;.h'{lO rJ 01' the bU S~; 'l':;H is H'ld ! ~~ < r\1~tl' ~'ritJ1 

W".J l l. 1' .... , 11j in .. LUi. .l. t-oHill Roo·_.d 

l' 'D-' .' !·.inr • 

i;~~ 1-, (; :!',L ':rr l~\" l, .... i).) i.r.;.r is{mad Ly \!\J}"1jPll r reo ufiants of' ndlnin-
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-~'"..,....-~ -,.. 

" '. 
istrntion am aot1dem1o 8001nl nrrn.np'ot'lonts IUld the 'rnrlou s 

praotioes that go tOW't!lrds tho r,overnment of educ tional 1n-

stltutions. For various rotUlon<" . trnnsT·lanbd.ion of that 

sort it) d"l1(9rous. because it ~ay be. and .is like ly t,) bo. 

inert. But especially with r efe enoe to Gemnn uniTerdtie'~ . 

I wo'lld want to lo"ow much r...::>re than I do &/S to t he fsotore 
those 

t '1C' t TTtOt'le universitios the foci of 80 rruoi) moral 10isOIl l'ur 

the werle both in the nlnot .. nth and t '," 8ntl ..,U oent'.lry. 1.-

fore I took aTer a Gorman praotioe t : at I de(~od do.tructivo 

to the tNUdinr '~ of tI. society of so ola!'s s1m' ly beoau8c 

GOl'l-::mJ. 'lnivn rsit1os !Leva undoubtolly been powerful eOl1trlbu-

!'houlJ wn.nt to kn '\7 v ery :"uc h moro tht!.n L d ,-, k.n·Jtr flb,:rut the 

froe~om frO!!! fl nanelo.l o{\ re in Gorman universities. I Sll "i-

~OI'l O yr:'l J.rnry. .. 0.11 "-I.bO'lt 3'lOh thl1l6s ur; side ir.lO01'1ee for 

learned eontributi ')nr; in tiod.T lenrnoQ periodiCAls and tho 

p~cldint, n!'lon ...... ot:1tlT ovih. thot r~s ', lt~ from t ~'fJi __ nnU ~ e 

effoct or' ~()st"nd c ontont of Garman l Oflrnad ! oriodica.ls; 1 

.. 
Sl.lpoS ·J y,')' " l:Jo J::' y-.' fill F.bout t he ve ri· ' u:) (lz:d. davions fiok-

. t~l t 4 

ine5! in tho G~r r-n u·'ivor <>H.y \.o r lc : ~lleriel!-(".Jld(Jr. OXw-

'inob •• leoture_. A'X rwtinotio;'" o!: 3) Ocl""lClDLl . ~ (\lonto nne d l voTf e 

other l"' Taetiecs end tneir e onoor:rl. t m'!; pbuSGs. I how to Y \l" 

n'Jt ·Tity. ~ f eo .lr~o. but r (~nlly I S ,t0 .ld h.· v e to ask '!. ,,!'ort 
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d~e !'chlovenonte find their explana.tion, or , von fj lurr;e 

in q~, ~ste::l of i"1dt-vidutUi ,·d rOl:umtll''lt1on. 

.I 'frr !', 0 .11(' .;~.: t.LW· J t. :~en too b;~ r1ou81y my .: oUo: ... rinn 
I 

/ oh~ect10T1 to "... nt"· (~ir '.): ··c .:;lur!, h • • a.n id £· 1' . ...f'ter (11 . 

I 8..'!l not y-l " lly dietnt.itlcd lo 31.,..'1 t .. ::."" .1. dv u A. value 14:1lHl 

then you do th~ 01(, il!la of lQt..rn':'tlg. \J'Von 0.3 agaill8t not unen-

ticillP. t~"'rt(ltiolUS i.,. the world uf a1' . nira .. ..>1 oon ' t put the 

~ 1 '-I...,t ~j 3E)fJ it ~ rar.l,:,-t aa u.r.l£l~r tilU cunJitiona tHo:l o.ro 

"V)t ,,:, l ~"'-,',)r(Utt~r.t;. f.IXl: u ... .Jt Gl1y t ;mt ~ Jorivor ;..4o.1 lIloru dir-

~ ~o1l .... ' C-Y.~k 0- r~:L;j {,Ii !....!l:rb I.Hy. o .. t tJJ I vvlil'..r, 

t' <"> i .. ,- r:'1,,{t-. ..; » .... '):. I ,: i .s t. '" t"1!:lv t-97Lh~. ~..3 ,d' C ~" .• .;. l '.JI' JlO e in 

• I ~"J 'l·(l.~ " ion 

'l-- , - ."- I ~ t'\ ' j, ~ t5' 0. ·S 0"'(pLA'l \) ~ t:~'«JWo • 

I'r~r 

.. , Jl"!!lUll ,Jl ,.Vt: f ;-I.A. tics 
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the etmo.phare and oonttUt ot th 6001t.lty ~hloh .l WM hoping 

the i»agination of 1;1'. Bnmberger nnd Jot!'". l<'uld \'ollld make 

. I,.' :~siblo • . /rh. bfll!tis at r ratioJl a.nd tl-Je prnc~x3u". in-

ol~l{1inf I..)b,i .~cttvo clruusi!'ioat1on. by."deh salaries £ll"d t.., 

be r:uJd. ~!"e fa:t,-t l r~ 'tho.t .I. del'm cent" ... l 1'01' r' soU'-r .:srAOt-

, ir . .f society ()l"lSCl'~Ola.rS and t rwtroforo central 1'01' t . 6 r Hal ) s.:­

I 'lion 0:''' thn! i ~al of len~ wrl10h y'>U emi 1 share. It is 

u:meCOSBIiLJ'y to bu rd~n Y ';}U witt tho oonsidorations t'.o.t fU'O o<m­

trollinr for mo. for 1 he.ve !~ut tn£D m; .:omr l J~ilf 116 J. eould 

in my It, l 0\' to you of l'ob-ru_ry Glat. 1 .1 o.m boUI¥l to cn.y thnt 

y ~vl:' rut 1y "\..U Lbis letter l&fte the oentl'l'll }_oiDt oJ: the eom-

IbU:10t t;.(J~1 U!lottcndcd. 1 artf: ll8G 1 .,hAll heBr frlllll. you on this 

ror some years to come and that tho rawer pernru,ont dooisi'.m.') 

1 ~.! ':>J' ,·olioy. ev en '. hough no i'onnal lnbol ot : olicy be at­

t(~O ; t:d to . -t. . ,nd 1. .lust ''1OYld~r wltoth4tl' the Hoard of 'll'Usteee 

Hen 1", I'.: oh.:ol or political soicl!ee. 

I am glad to hear all goes well with you. 

Always y our s, 

Dr. Ab raham Flexner . 
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ALAl\SON 8. HOUGHTON 

Chalrman 

HE •• EJlT H. MAAS! 

Y ,ce~C Itairrna n 

WALT~a w. STEWA.RT 

YJCt·Chair"./H. 

S .. 4.M UI:.L D. LEJOESDOU 

T,taJurer 

IRA A. SCHUl 

AJJistant TrrQJ'UTtr 

FRAN K AYDE.LOTT£ 

Secretary 

UTHER A. IAILEY 

AJJlJtant Stcrtfar, 

AaIAHAW .aXIlII 

Di,ector 0/ tnt [nstitu/< 

Dear Fe1iT.: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(roUNDED IY LOUt! IAMBU.GI:'.I AND Mll. 'EUX 'ULD, 1930) 

OrPiCi 

lO NASSAU STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

CABLE ADDlES I : YAJUflTUtl PlIHCETO)l )lEW JI:.&SEY 

October 10, 1934 

I sho·.1ld like to include in the minutes of t~onc.ay' s meeting 

1'I.UITiEl 

PUNIC AYDELOTTE 

!.DCA. I. IAM.EIOII 

ALEXIS CAUlL 

AlUHAW .LEXNER 

'EUX 'ltAlIKPU1T£1 

JULlU! PIIEDENWALO 

JOHN I. fLUDlll 

ALANSON. HOUGHTON 

UM U Et D. U .lDESDOu 

H EIBUT H. WAAlS 

nORENeE R. SAIII N 

WALTEa W . STEWARt 

PEICT I. ITRAua 

OIWALD VOL!)1 

LIWII B. WEED 

Llr. TRUSTIES 

LOUI. UMIiEiCEI 

KII. ,ILlX ruu:t 

a brief statement of the views which you expressed after hea.rine my report 

on the subject of economics and politics. I realize tr~t you spoke on the 

spur of the moment and, though Mrs. Bailey has notes, you may want to rephrase 

the points you nade. I am therefore sending you a copy of my report in 

thE hope that yOll will send me at your earliest convenience a.nythin.g t1:a.t 

you would desire to be incorporated in the r,in'ltes. I <'1m doing this io r 

two reasons: (1) in order tbat, wl:en the trustees see the m:nutes, they 

may once more ponder w~~t wee said at the meetin~; (2) tr.at a . fa.irly 

complete record of the trl?Jlsact t'"'nB o~ t:'le B~rd may be cO!1tfdneo in the 

mimltes for the benefit of future directors and trustees. 

I can't tell you how much I a U1)reciatec. the c:mdor of your 

COIIlI!lents and the tr011.b1e wh~cb YO'l took to come down to ~;ew York for the 

meet.ing. 

Remember me wandy to Marion, and bel leve me 

Ever ~ incere1y, 

P.s. 
There is no reason why, i: an addition occurs to you, 

enlarge or modify the remarks which you made on Monday. 

Profe.sor Felix Frankfurter 
Law School of RarYarci UniTerd ty 

you should not 

A.F. 
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11 oat. 19M. ~ 

Dear .lUI 

It an;r reaaru of mine at Mond~ fa .eUIlB helped to 

toea tbe attention ot the _lIlben ot the BOard on the under111ng 

difficultie. in the organisation ot a Sohool of Economics and pol­

itics and abed &qJ light upon the dark place. of tho •• difficul­

Ues. I all glee the relU.l'u were, &8 you ay, tlttered on the .ptlr 

of the lDOIIIenti and so they are f,-ooe tram melllOr7, u.ce,pt .. to the 

main Ide .. that I endeayored to expreas . tnerefore I I hould be Blad 

to see Uri. Bailey'. not.a and perhaps incorporate them with appro­

priate emendatlona. 

AY8r youra, 

Dr. Abraham nUDel" 

f 
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Remarks at meeting of October 8, 19~ 

Mr. Frankfurter thought that the director's ob­

servations on the proposed school of politics and economics 

stated the dilemma inherent in grappling at once fruitfully 

and honestly with the problems of society as an intellectu­

al pursuit. All talk about science in connection with the 

so-called social sciences is misleading if we mean anything 

more than the temper of mind which seeks to be as objective 

and as disinterested as possible and unconcerned with im­

media~e reforms and the practical settlement of day-to-day 

social problems. Essential to this temper of mind is aware-

ness of the biases, the predilections in which all of us 

are implicated and the unconscious deflections of which we 

can only guard against by consciousness of them. In a word, 

in dealing with social problems. that is the whole field of 

politics in its broad sense, we must endeavor to pursue pure­

ly intellectual ends. at the same time that we are concerned 

with the most controversial issues of our time. 

For disinterestedness in the sense of abstract po­

litical problems is to the extent that it is attainable alto­

gether futile. It is highly significant that the great con­

tributi<?ns to political science were all contemporaneo'us docu­

ments, that is, they dealt with the contentious issue of their 

time and were direct e d towards the promotion of definite po-

litical views or goals. Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, the Fed-

eralist, all were, as it were, co n tributions not i~ abstracto 

but in the context of their time, and of course the same is 

true of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations. 
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And so in our time we must deal with issues which, 

however scientifically framed, are enmeshed in an ' emotional 

matrix. In this field we are largely still dealing with slo-

gans. These slogans undoubtedly express truths or desires 

relevant to the time of their origin. These partial truths 

were then generalized into universals, as is the way of man, 

and were floated down the tide of tradition, so as to become 

in themselves powerful forces in men's thinking and action. 

To that extent I do not think it is helpful to suggest that 

political science today is comparable to clinical medicine. 

After all, despite all the obstinacy of tradition that en­

counters the pioneer in medicine as in all other fields of 

human endeavor, in any event the obstructions that meet the 

medical scientist are not those pervasive and permeating 

emotions and presuppositions that are the v e ry air and in­

terest of man's economic and social life. 

And so I believe that the most hopeful mode of 

attack, if we are to be true to the spirit of science in 

the field of politics, is historical. :By tha t I mean a 

painstaking and pertinacious endeavor to analyze the fi gh t­

ing slogans and the rallying cri e s that give rise to mass 

loyalties. For all our current terms like "individualism" 

and IIregimentation" an d the "profit motive" have a history, 

were born out of a p a rticular environmen t or a defin e d state 

o'f so ci ety and have b een carried over to environments quite 

diff e rent fro m that of their origin. This me a ns not only 
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history in the ordinary sense of the term. for adequa t e his­

tory implicates psychological, statistical and legal factors 

indispensable to a just unde!standing of economic and politi­

cal institutions. 

In politics, unlike mathematics, there are no half 

dozen or three or four recognized great men whom one can col-

lect into a great faculty of politics. Mr. Frankfurter thought 

that the great men must be made, as it were, that the Insti­

tute must turn to youngish people and develop them through 

their actual pursuit under favoring circumstances of problems 

in politics of major moment. To this end it is important to 

bring together a group of people who lIill have a certain har­

mony of purpose and more or less common conception of the 

task to be pursued. For one cannot bring together a group 

of individuals not selected. with relation to one another and 

expect a harmonious interplay of minds. To that end. it seemed 

desirable to Mr. Frankfurter if possible to invite a promising 

collection of political scientists and economists for a long 

enough period, say half a year or a year, for purposes of in­

tensive discussion of what the problems of political science 

are a nd how they are to be pursued in the hope that thereby 

the desirable group of distinction will reveal itself. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

ALANSON I . H OUCH TO N 

Chairma n 
(rOU}l.OED BY LOU IS BAMIIUGU AND MIS . "tiX rULD. 1930 ) TIn' STU! 

PlA N K AYOnDTT! 

lOC." S . BAM.UGFl H EU i-.RT H . MAASS 

Pu t- Chairman 

WALTl.lt W . STEWARt 

Y, ce-ChaJr."an 

SAMUtL O. LEIOESDORP 

Tretuurer 

I RA A. SCHUR 

Assl.f tan ~ 7 r c aJUrd 

f'lt AfIri K AYDF.LOTTE 

S ecTt. tary 

I ST HER S . BAILEY 

AJ1&Jtant S u retary 

AUAHAM 'LEXNER 

Of"fICE 

20 N ASS" U STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

CABLE ADDRE SS: VAN 5t lTU T E PRINCt.TON N EW J"U hY 

Ootober 27. 1934 

ALEX IS CARl.EL 

AIH~.AHAM PLEXNEI. 

P'ELI't rRAN Itr U RTU 

JULI US PltJ EDEN W ALD 

JO HN 11.. HARDIN 

AUN SO S I . ROU OH TO N 

I'lA M UE L 0 , Lll l1f SIlO '" 

II rUF.RT II. M AASS 

11 LORF.: N CE R. SABI ~ 

WALTER W , ST EW ,", R: 

PEitCY S . STRAUS 

OS WALD \ '£JLEN 

LE W18 H. WEED 

Dlfutor 0/ the Institute 
li fE TJ.1. STEF S 

LOUU BAMB ER. GE R 

MRS. FEtlX FULD 

Dear Professor Frankfurter: 

At the .etlJJ« of the Board held Ootober 8th I stated in my report 

that the mathElilltical group of the ID8titut. feel that there 18 8. gap in their 

ranks which it 18 important to fill. They han been ponderi~ the problem and 

oonsidering men for the paat aix or eight months. The Board. adopted. the follow-

ing relolutiona 

RESOLVED, That on the reoallDendat1on of the mathematical 
etaff. the Director be and hereby 18 empovrered to BUl:lnit, in 
his discretion, to the Exeout1ve Committee the naminr-tion of 
~ add1t10na1 professor to the Sohool of Mathematioa, provided 
the total budget of the Sohool of MAthematios is not substan­
tially increased Qy th1e appointment for the year 1935-1936. 

The peraon chosen by the mathaaatioal faou1ty it Profeesor Marston 

Morse of IlaI"'ftrd University. By dllcontinuing - ut ILD¥ rate, f or the tiJU being -

the visit1ng professorship, practieally the entire eum requis1te to secure 

Professor Morse'8 aooeptanoe of the post ($12,500 a year) will be aTailable 

without s ubstantial increase in the budg.t. 

Both Profe880r Morae and the Harvard faoulty desire apeedy action 

on the part of the Ina t1tute, and e.a I lw. .... uoertained that 1 t 18 iJapo .. ible 

for several __ bere of the Exeoutive ec.a1tte. to be preaent at a~ .... tiDe when 

I am tree during the oClldng week, I _. at the evcgeat10ll of the Tr .... ver. uk-

ing by -.i1 the lnfonal ratit1oatioll of the duoretlol1U"Y power ,1 ..... to the 
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, 
• October 27, 1934 

, 
Di"otor s.a tbIt .. bon oited "'01\1\1011. I ,hall be hapP7 it you are wllUDI to 

,eDd 1M by wire 01' letter notioe ot yOUI' opinion. 

I haft alao 'beea a\lthorised to .u\a1t to the Board. a llCIIi_tion 1a 

the tle14 or eoonClllioa. I _ PI'OOM4i1ll ta thb matter with the ut.o.t _ution. 

Proteuor TOil 5e..wm baa been kind eno. to read tor me the p\lbl1eat1ou ot 

~\...(".. <.c--. . 
All Soul. cellep, OztOl"'4. On the other hand, tho.e with wb.aa I haft .pokeD, 

inoluding Prote •• or TOD Neumann, are UJDr111ing to ~1,," a final opinion until 

they haw bd. IU1 opportunlt¥ to .peeJc: with Professor lIarlohalc ln a leisurely .... y. 

It will require a nlat1ft17 Im&ll .\D to briD« Prote ••• Mu.obak aDd hU wite 

to Prinoetoll tor tour to IU weka. He oould ill th1 • .., ,et into personal GOZl-

taot not o~ with eooDaDi.te and mathematloiana here, but with oorrelpoDd1nc 

porloDe in oertain other oentorl who are d1.poaK to help _ u tM1 helped .. 

in briDging toeether the .. themati.. &roup. 

I .hould like an int .... l authorisatioa to OOD8\m11lato the arrang_ent 

ahOTe '\lUe.ted with the Waria ot All Soull 00110" and with Prot ... or Jlanehalc 

h1Iu.lt. M lOon a. it ·11 ,...ible _ aft a r egular ... t1DC ot the· ExMlltiw 

CCIIIIIl1ttee, tid. inf'ozwal aotlO11 oan be ntit1ed. 

I haft eD4l1&TOrM o8DItantl J to awld uldJIC iIltoJ'JDAl approbation, 

but ill thMe .. s...--.. 1\ ........ TOiuhl.. III &44.1'ion, tII* BOaN baa in 

both iut&Do .. &l.rMq .-mitted lu.lt with n.pe.' to \hi ..... t1&1 .M,.. 

BoplDc ter a prcap\ &Ill I&Dd1cl .--at.ti_ bJ lett.r .. telecna. 

1-. 

Prot •• lor FIlla Fr~r 
Banard Law Sohool 
C .. br1d~, Ma..aohus.tt. 

AF/MCE 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

20 Nassau Street 
Princeton, New Jersey 

, 
; 

October 27, 1934 

'A 1wvJ c\~ ~~ oJ ( O-W1 ~ J. ) 
Dear Professor Frankfurter: 

At the meeting of the Board held October 8th I stated in my report that 

the mathematical group of the Institute feel that there is a gap in their ranks 

which it is important to fill. They have been pondering the problem and consid-

ering men for the past six or eight months. The Board adppted the following re-

solution: 

RESOLVED, That on the recommendation of the mathematical staff, 
the Director be and hereby is empowered to submit, i n his discre­
tion, to the Executive Committee the nomination of an additional 
professor tb the School of Mathematics, provided the total budget 
of the School of Mathematics is not substantially increased by this 
appointment for the year 1935 - 1936. 

The person chosen by the. mathematical faculty is Professor Marston 

MQrse of HarVard University. By discontinuing - at any rate, for the time being -

the visiting professorship, practically the entire sum requisite to secure Pro­

fessor Morse's acceptance of the post '($12,500 a year) will be a¥ailable without 

substantial increase in the budget. 

Both Professor Morse and the Harvard faculty desire speedy action on 

the part of the Institute, and as I have ascertained that it is impossible for 

several members of the Executive Committee to be present at any meeting when I 

am free during the coming week, I am, at the suggesti on of the Treasurer, asking 

by mail the informal ratification of the discretionary power given to the Director 

in the above cited resolution. I shall be happy if you are willing to send me by 

wire or lett er notice of your opininn. 

I have also been authorized to submit to the Board a nomination in the 

field of economies. I am proceeding in this matter with the utmost caution. Pro-

fessor von Neumann has been kind enough to read for me the publications of several 

young economists who have used, to some extent, mathematical methods. In his judg-

ment the ablest of the group is Professor Marschak, now a Fellow of All Souls Col-

~\ 
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October 27, 1934 - 2 -

lege" Oxford.· On -the ·,'other hand, those with whom I ha.ve spoken, including Pro-

fes sor von Neumann, are unwilling to give a final opinion until they have had an 

opportunity to speak with Professor Marschak in a leisurely way. It will require 

a r elatively small sum to bring Professor Marschak and his wife to Princeton for 

four to six weeks. He could in this way get into personal contact not only with 

economists and mathematicians here, but with corresponding persons in certain ~ther 

centers who are disposed to help me as they helped me in bringing together the 

mathematics group. 

I should like an informal authorization to consummate the arrangement 

above suggested with the Warden of P~l Souls College and with Professor Marschak 

himself. As soon as it is possible to have a regular meeting of the Executive 

Committee , this informal action can be ratified. 

I have endeavored constantly to avoid asking informal approbation, but 

in these two instances it seems unavoi dable. In addition, the Board has in both 

instances already committed itself with respect to the essential steps. 

Hoping for a prompt and candid communication by lett er or telegram, 

lam 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
Harvard Law School 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Very sincerely yours, 

(signed) Abraham Flexner 
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Oct. 29, 1934. 

DR AIB~ 'i.SXI' ga 
Z0 JUSSAO S'lR3E'l'. PRDiCm'Ol I~ JDSKr 
'mxuncm 

QBlfUG AIY .1'~Tl'IOJL'l'IvH FOR i'JLKIIG 1.0'1'101 II fillS lUlR1UBD t'.1 

"·I'lIiOU'!' PU.t..L DISCUSSIOII BY BOhBD .1.5 1f.J N.AMK Tv S PROP()SSD BY Y 00 
1 AM. ""ARB 'mAT YOUR HWPOSAL IS UJiR .:...:.I..t SlIDi!OI JJI..&RSCIWt r OB 
IJISP"'-IOI :BU'f A", .Al.B~y IUD lCA~iD 'mA'f \l( Ul.]) CAlia l COlDlIT1U3I'l'S 
I1llCB OUGHf NOT U JW)B UlI''l'1l. .&rl'Ell J'lJl.L QP? OhTUNITY FOB ORAl. 
DISCUSSIOI If IOJlJW I 1'H1m1IrU~ CAilHOT C:.:JI S!<Jrl' '1'0 ABRAlC~Eft 

tou PJlOPOal 
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NIGHT LETTER 

DR ABRAHAM FLEXNER 
20 NASSAU STREET, PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 
XXXXXXXXXLUC 

\./ 
x , J 

oct. 29, 1934. 

DELIGHTED GIVE FORMAL APPROVALMATHEMATICAL FACULTYS CHOICE 

OF PROFESSOR MORSlSANIJ GREATLY REGRET AM COMPELLED WITHHOLD 

ASSENT TO PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT WITH PROFESSOR MARSCHAK~DEEM 

PROCEDURE WHOLLY UNDSIRABLE AND FRAUGHT WITH GRAVE DANGER TO 

WISE EVOLUTION OF SCHOOL POLITICS KCOULD UNDERSTAND ARRANGE}ffiNT 

FOR T~~PORARY VISITS OF GROUP OF PROSPECTS FOR SUCH SCHOOL 

IN ORDER TO GIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR SAMPLING OF THEM BUT TO BRING 

OVER SINGLEMANFDR SUCH I NSPECTION WOULD UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES 

CARRY TOO SERI8US IMPLICATIONS AND NOT LEAVE US WHOLLY FREE 

AS WE SHOULD BE TO DISCUSS WHAT PARTICULAR EQUIPMENTS WE WANT 

FOR NEW SCHOOL"THUS MAJOR QUESTION IS RAISED WHETHER WE WANT 

MATHEMATICAL ECONOMIST OR STATISTIC IAN AT PRESENT STAGE~DO 

NOr BELIEVE THAT ON SUCH QU~STIONS OPINION OF MATHEMATICIANS 

HOWSOEVER EMINENT VERY HELPFUL",AT RECENT MEETING OCTOBER 

EIGHTH YOU HOPED BY NEXT MEETING TO SUGGEST ADDITI ONAL PERSON ~ 

DO NOT REGARD AUT HOR IZAT ION BY BOARD TO SUBMIT SUCH NAME AT NEXT 

MEETI NG ANY JUSTIFI (':' ATION FOR TAKING ACTION IN T HIS HURRIED WAY 

WI THOUT FULL DISCUSSION BY BOARD AS TO NAME TO BE PROPOSED BY YOU x 
T A..M AWARE THAT YOUR PROPOSAL IS MERELY SUMMON MARSCHAK FOR 
INSPECTION, BUT AS ALREADY INDICATED THAT WOULD CARRY COMMITMENTS 
WHICH OUGHT NOT BE MADE UNTIL APTER FULL OPPORTUNITY FDR ORAL 
DISCUSSION BY BOARD~I THEREFORE CANNOT CONSENT TO ARRANGEMENT 
YOU PROPOSE 

Frankfurter 
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ALAN SON B. HOUGHTON 

Chairman 

HEltIEilT H . MAASS 

YI(~ .. CltaiTman 

WALU .. & W . !!TEWA.T 

Pice .. CnaiTm41J 

SAMUJ.L D. LUDESOOI, 

T,uuuru 

IRA A. SCHUl 

A.uistant TrraJurtr 

nANJC. AT1)u.onE 

Secrdary 

UTHEa S. BAlLET 

AJSiJtant Surttary 

ABJ.AHAM PUXN!I 

Director of t4e Institute 

!)ear Felix: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMSII.CEI AND MRS . FELIX FULD, 1930) 

OFFICE 

20 NASSAU STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

C~LE ADDIESS: VAN'stltUtE PRINCETON lfEW' JUSlY 

October 30, 1934 

tRUSTE[S 

FRANk. AYDFf.oTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER 

Al.EXJS CARREL 

ABRAHAM PLEXNta 

FELIX PRANKPUlI.tEl 

JULIU!'! PRIFDENWALD 

JOHN 11.. HARDIN 

ALANSON B. ROUGHTON 

SA MUEL D. LI::}D[5DORF 

H ERBERT H. MAASS 

FLORENCE R. . SASt N 

ViALTER W . STEWART 

PERCY a. STRAUS 

OSWALD VEBLEN 

LEWIS H . WEED 

UPE TR ustEES 

LOUIS BAMBUGER 

KitS. rtLIX PULD 

Many thanks for your tele bram and fo r the candor and fullness with 

which yOll connent rm my proposal. 

The Ex ecutive Committee consists of nine m~m'be rs , eight oi' whom 

have appro'ved both steps, and all of vmom have app1'overi 'the appointment of ;tor8e. 

I am afraid I did not make myself quite -::lea1' t~ you in respec t to 

Marschak. The temporary visits of~a~roup of p1'ospect.s'seem to me UllIJl8.na.gca.bloa. 

I think that if VTe had four or five such persons here at the S8l!le time tLey 

mi.~ht feel very 1,meomfo1'taole , as th6y woul·:] r ec1.1j 7.~ t;tu'c '(;hey wer e in oompet:!.-

t.ion. I am proposi''' S to b rine; theJ'1 htlr" sepa:"9,tely,ancl if we do s o I shal l }~ e 

very careful ro say in the most definite way that t he invitation is one of 

s uveral that we shall extend to young economists, and that i t carri es a bsolutely 

no implications whatsoever as to the future. Ind~ed, it is not the first thing 

of the sort, for 'Halter Stewart has been good enough to ask a yount; eoonomist, 

now in the Federal Reserve Board at Washington, to meet me at luncheon in New York 

tomorrow for preoisely the same purpose and with precisely the same definite ----
understanding. 

\ Iii 
I have not been guided in this matter by the opinion of mathematicians 

exoept as to the value and soundness of the mathematios employed by these young 
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Pro fe ssor Felix Frankfurter October 30, 1934 - 2 -

economists. Several of them I have dismiss ed f rom my mind because von Neumann 

and others have told me that their mathematics grasp is feeble. 

I don't knmv that, dealing as we are with young persons, it makes 

much difference wi th whom we s tart. We already have Earle, who is historically 

trained, and Mit r any, who is an internationalist. Vfuo shall be the next person 

I do not know, but he ou~ht to be someone who is more nearly an economist of 

promise and ability. Then I shall leave the fut ure of t he school to the three 

or four persons, just a s in mathematics I began with Einstein and Veblen and 

left all subsequent moves to t hem and to the co llea~ues wham they have associated 

with themselves. 

I hope that t his explanation wi ll make my proposal clearer. I can 

thoroughly reassure you on the matter of commitments and also as to the fact 

t ha t no sin~le individual will be brought her e . Another thing - I am going to 
......, 

arrane; e for anybody who comes on t his bas is t o lecture els ewhere - at Harvard, 

if I can do it, Columbia, Pennsylvania, Brookings Institution, and Princeton. 

I wi ll t.hus get opinions from a variety of sources. I don I t know how else to 

make a start, though I ~~ conscious - perhaps even too conscious - tha t I may 

in t he end make a mistake. 

There is no qu es ti on of t he power of the Executive CO!:lI!li ttee to 

authorize an acti on of t hi s s ort. The By-Law dealing with this reads as follo~: 

"The Executive Committee shall exe r cise, duri n!" the intervals 
between meetings of the Board, the f ull powers of the Board of 
Trustees, but shall not reverse any action taken by the Board." 

'With all good wishes, 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
Harvard Law School 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Sincerely yours, 

P. S. My instinct is strongly against aoting by mail, because such 
~otion precludes discussion, which might change the minds of the entire 
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committee. How would you~t~;A~~~efore, if in the present instance I simply 
wrote the Warden of All Sou1~asking whether Marschak, if invited, could 
came for six weeks or 80, and only telling him that I will communicate with 
him and Marschak later if his (the Warden's) answer is favorable? Meanvmile 
either the Board or the Executive Committee may have a full meeting, at whioh 
the case can be discussed. A:re you going to be in New York at any time 
within the next month? If so, we could have an Executive Committee meeting 
at 1unoh. A. F. 

AF/MCE 
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~ oct. 19~ •• 

Dear Abe' 

1hank ;you tor jour proapt reply k> .., telegram about the 

Jlarschak proposal. Iou will not went .e to BUppre.s r:r !raDk eon-

eem about ~e procedure 1dl1ch lOU have :-'111" .... ill \hi ...... tor I 

ae I ••• it, it iswol .. e OM'. dutiea as a 'Nate.. 

1. At our •• etine on Oct. 8, after outlining your viewe 

regarding a School of Politics, you stated explici tlr that you were 

DOt prepared \0 BUba1 t urr nues tor the Board':3 con:slderaUon, but 

expres~ed the bope that -b7 the next oest.in, of the Boarei.- you -mq 

be able to IUII.at an additIonal person" to the presont nucleus. 

Within about two weeks you propose, for telegraphic approTal, the 

call of Prof. ~ar8chak for a six weeks' sampling visit. And at 

least. 80 far as your 1et.ter goe., ;you do so lorgely on the valida-

tion of lGarschalc by a dlstinguillhed I:'latbem.at.ician. 

2. 

personal talk with patantial aembere of the new Sabool. But for 

you to meet a 1:'1&11 11k. itlener at a luncheon 1s cne th l ni; for -'ou 

to SUlmOn Prof. 8.nd ladue IIlarschak aerOfD tb~ ocean for tl vi ll i t of 

weeks 1s quite another thing. I know of course thst you 11'111 ule 

an 8J propriate caveat in such a situation. I also knoll' fro. experi-

anee that there are psycbol oiical forces against which one cannot 

lepalate. There are implic&tiolla in such a call •• you cant_plate 

tor Xar8chak that no ..aunt ot word. CaD ."oid. Yoa 1l'gt. your Board 

I 
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to be tree ann think you I eaTtl thea fre e , but they are no t quite 

tree after such a try-out process. Moreover, I a~ al so concerned about 

the tep-lings of the Marschus. Sens i tiTe scbol.l!r s an d the1r wives, par-

/Mf ~ 
ticu1arly exiles, ean/l.Yfi th"the greatest of diff:culties , be looked over 

and then rejected under such serlou ~ expectations a s your call is bO-lnd 

to arouse, without doing serious daaa~e to their sensitiTeness. In01-

dental17, I hardly 4gr •• that "duling 8S we are with young p~r80n •• , 

it doean' \ -make laUch dirfereDce wi tb flhula we s tart", Dur does Ifar-

Bchak seem to ~e to be what ia i.plied by DS - OUDe person". 

~. Moreover, there are prelimiDa~ ques tions involved in 

suaaoning A!ar~chalc, whieb the Trustees shoulci disc'Ja8 and decide b&-

tore even taking the kind of a preparatory step that you contemplate. 

Is a mathematical economist or n statistician the direction ot hope 

or deeire tor the kind of a team we are trying to «at together in this 

School of Politics? I for one 8hculd ll ~ :e to have thll t question ade-

quately discussed. Afte r all, the 8 ~ etial. reAson why you asked ~te .. 

art an" me to go on your Soard "'8 :: o; r relation to the 50cial science!'! 

and the u se we migtlt be in develo?ing that aspect of the Inst1 tute's 

end_Tors. Yet without any consultbtion, at leal'! t d th me, YOil take 

the judgaeot of lIIatb8lU1tic iano whc. as Ii grou ') , r..ow ~ve r di3tingulahed 

they may be, are, if I may say so even at th e ri sk of 8;>}J 9r, r i :, g arro-

gant, about the worst architects for a School of PolItics . 

4. Nor do I unc erstand the nece68i~ for rl i Rpensing with 

the usual deliberation and con3'..1l.tatlon in the most vital nffBire of 

the Inst! tute, !1"~, the .election of professors. Atter a ll , you u _ 

laracbak 1D Oxford; you IIIIlst b ..... e gl.aned eOme Tiews reaarein, bia fro. 
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your own obseM'ation and from others. Plainly enough, you ~e_ ht. • 

most likel y candida te for tlppointlt ent. If it di d not 8eem desirable 

to :rou to have a ful 2. Eoarc ~iSC ;.l S9i : n about h1r:": , nor even to talk 

dth the social 8cientista on yt'l1r F08r-O about . a r:3chak and the par-

ticular f irection i~ economics which he represents, than I see DO 

reason wh7 the whole matter fihould n"l t go OTer until we can have a 

thorougt canvassing of these questlrms either at a Board or at an 

!:,xecu ti VB Cotr.mi t tee meeting. 

5. As against a1: your oisavowals a~Rinst caking commit-

menta, I fir:. bound to ur-ge c. r"ather 8lIIple experience on J!!7 part. as to 

how the;58 things \'icr;t: out in ;,' ractl ~ e. Rut there :in Ii r.eaper issue 

at stake, and I hope you will rea,: this letter entirel~' in the light 
a! 

of it anc'/totally free froD'! any porsonal feeling e! the!" toward Y011 

or .i.larl3chak. As you know, I believe that the In::-ti tute, if it is 

truly to f"'.llfill the rurpo~es of itr, founders, shoul' be an autono-

moU!3 society of schol!l.rs. L'oubtlas3 [j Boar"~ of Trustees r:ay eerve 

as accoucr.eurs of ;nch n society. Eut if ;""e are to be tr'-lsteefl in 

the interim j·eriod, until the va rious ~chool$ I1 r~ "in full being, 

then I am sure you wi ~~ want us to exercise the k1n~ of r.~pon81bl1-

i ty Ifhich you tall~ht l:l s all to ~rd &8 the !) roper funetiori of 

Utii:verflity tr-..lftees. 

,U1fOays Y0urs, 

r·r. Abraham Flexner 

, , \ 
\ 
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Remarks at Board meeting, October 8, 1934 .~-Lt~ I G) '1 It ;'-\ 

rlv\ 11/ 1\(111./ 

Mr. Frankfurter thought that the director's ob-

servations on the proposed school of politics and econo mi c s 

stated the dilemma inherent in grappling at once fruitfully 

and honestly with the problems of society as an intellectu-

al pursui t. All talk about science in connection with the 

so-called social sciences is misleading if we mean anything 

more than the temper of mind which seeks to be as objective 

and as disinterested as possible and unconcerned with im-

. media~e reforms and the practical settlement of day-to-day 

social problems. Essential to this temper of mind is aware-

ness of the biases, the predilections in which all of us 

are implicated and the unconscious deflections of which we 

can only guard against by consciousness of them. In a wo rd, 

lin dealing ·wi th so c ial roblems, that is the whole field of -
,politics in its broad sense, we must endeavor to pursue pure-

ly intellectual ends, at the same time that we are concerned 

with the most controversial i~sues of our time. 

For disinterestedness in the sense of ab ~tract po-

litical problems is to the extent that it is attainable alto-

gether futile. It is highly significant that the great con-

tributions to political science were all contemporaneous docu-

ments, that is, thel de-alt with the contentious issue of their 

time and were direct e d towards the promotion of definite po-

litical views or goals. Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, the Fed-

eralist, all were, as it were, co n tributions not i~ abstr~cto 

but in the context of th e ir time, and of course the same is 
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And so in our time we must deal with issues which, 

however scientifically framed, are enmeshed in' an emotional 

matrix. In this field we are largely still dealing with slo-

gans. These slogans undoubtedly express truths or desires 

relevant to the time of their origin. These partial truths 

were then generalized into universals, as is the way of man, 

and were floated down the tide of tradition, so as to become 

in themselves powerful forces in men's thinking and action. 

To that extent I do not think it is helpful to suggest that 

\ political science today is comparable to clinical medicine. 

After all, despite all the obstinacy of tradition that en-

counters the pioneer in medicine as in all other fi ,elds of 

, h~man endeavor, in any event the obstructions that meet the 

me dical scientist are not those pervasive and pe!meating 

\ emo, tions and presupposi tions 

Iterest of man's economic and 

~hat are the very air and in-

social life. 

And' so I believe that the most hopeful mode of 

attack, if we are to be true to the spirit of science in 

the field of politics, is historical. :By tha t I mean a 

painstaking and pertinacious endeavor to analyze the fight-

i ng slogans and the rallying cries that give rise to mass 

loyalties. For all our current terms like "individualism" 

and "regimentation" and the "profit motive" have a history, 

were born out of a particular env ironment or a defined state 

10f society and hav e b ee n carried over to environments quite 

~~fferent from that of their origin. This means not only 
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history in the ordinary sense of the term, for adequate his-

tory implicates psychological, statistical and legal factors 

indispensable to a just understanding of economic and po liti-

cal institutions. 

In politics, unlike mathematics, there are no half -
dozen or three or four recognized great men whom one can col-

lect into a great faculty of politics. - Mr. Frankfurter thought 

that the great men must be made, as it were, that the Insti-

tute 'must turn to youngish people and develop them through 

their actual pursuit under favoring circumstances of problems 

in politics of major moment. To this end it is important to 

bring together a group of people who will have a certain har-

mony of purpose and more or less common conception of the 

task to be pursued. For one cannot bring together a group 
~ 

~ f individuals not selected with relation to one another and 

expect a harmonious interplay of minds. To that end it seemed 

desirable to Mr. Frankfurter if possible to invite a promising 

collection of political scientists and economists for a long 

l enough period, say half a year or a year, for purposes of in-

tensive discussion of what the problems of political science 

are an d how they are to be pursued in the hope that thereby 

the desirable group of distinction will reveal itself. 
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Trta.surtr 
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AJJu tant T,~aJUrtT 

fRAN K AYDELOTTE 

Secrdary 

F.HHU ~. BAI LE Y 

ASJl..stant Secr(tary 

.o\1\~HAM FLEX NER 

DiTtcto, o/ Ihe Instil u/< 

Jear ~elix: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED IY LOVU !AMBFR{;t:i AND Mas. FELIX PULD. J930 ) 

OFF ICE 

20 NASS.~U STREET 

I'RI NCETON. NEW JERSEY 

("AIlU. ADORlSS : VANSTITUTE PIIN CUOS NEW J t:R.SI-Y 

~k-vember :2 , 19:-A 

/ 
V 

TRU&THS 

F~AN Ii: AYDELOTTE 

EDGAR 5. a~Ma!lGI. 

A1.EXI8 CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXNU 

FFLIX rRANKPU ~TI R 

]l"LlUS FRIEO£KW.o\LD 

JOHN R. HARDlN 

A[.ANSON 8. ROUGHTON 

SAMUEL D. LEIDf'SDORF 

HERBUt H . MAASS 

FLORENCE I. SAB( N 

WA LTH. W . STEWAIlT 

PERCY S. STRAU. 

OSWALD \'EBLIN 

LEWIS 8. W EED 

LIFE TR uSTEE S 

LOUII BAMBERGEl 

MR.! . YELl I: ' OLD 

I recei vee:. y o'.rrs of October 31. Hr s . B?. i le:-; r ec ei ved. i. , i3 ::!o r r.inc a 

nnte from }.~i3s Cu.-.;unines enclo~ing ~rour r ev ision of the remar~s at t h e meeting 

respecting the p ro] osed. School of Econoni c s anel Poli tic s . 

Inasmuch as the Trustees are a l l busy men, we have maue it a l~UC t o ce t 

th(~ :-::i~'J.tes out p r om:Jtly aft e r the Dc eting while the c.e tails of tlle mectinb r". r P. 

still :re<:11 in t ileir rlinds so t l:.a t t hey may nc-G~e suc:'. corrections as they see ': i t. 

On Ccto'u cr 10 I wrot e ;,r ou sa:'in,: t h .. o.t I w· :::1:'..lc1 be Gl :o.d. to rlD.'/ o <lny SU!Il!JaI"'J of your 

r 8mar £s at your earli est convel: i ence f or incoT::>or9. t ion in tIle minu tes. I n r eplying 

you statee:. tha t j 'OU would b e glaC:, to see l.~L; . B~cil e~" s not es , v,::lich I sent to you on 

Oc tobe r 1::. Not hearing fron you, Urs . B.'1.il ey wrot e to you on October 20, asking 

:or ;',."our 

f ollows: 

3:n.vine heard. noth i nt:: , on Oc tober 27 3ail ey t elegr['..phed as 

"Eay I please have your suggestions? I mpor t fm t to mi meo~rr,:ph minutes 
l>:onchy. " 

en Mon~y evening. Octob e r 29, there was d.el ivered to Mr~ . Bailey at 

her residence the following telegram from ~Y1iss Cumrlill[;S : 
,"( . 

"Ree ret Professor Frankfurter away." 

As there was nothing to show when you would return, we felt that it would 

be a Distake to hold the minutes any longer. They were therefore sent to the 
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F.F. Nov. 2, 1934 2 

~imeographer in New York on Tuesday, October 3D, were received ye sterday afternoon, 

and were mailed the firs t thing t his morning, before the :nail wi th your lett er of 

October 31 arr ived. 

I am extremely glad to get your elabor~. tion. I am havil1£ it mi neogr aphed 

and sent to the memb er s of the Board with a letter from me e)~laining that you pre­

pared it at my request. 

By the same !!lail comes yours of the 31st respecting the Ma.rschak proposal. 

I confess I don't see the difference between my meetine a man like Riefler at 

luncheon with Walter Stewart and discussing with him fully and freely without any 

commi t men t whatsoever his views as to what ou&ht to b e done, and an invitation to 

Professor Marschak to spend six weeks in t his country on prec isely the sarne bas is. 

for I should tell Professor Marschak that he is one of a numb er of persons with whom 

I am discussing the question and that I am not clear as to [,OVl or wi t h wLom to proceed. 

Your third paraGraph re:rpectine; t he extent to which I relied u:Jon mathe­

rna. ticianc overlooks t he point which I made in ~r letter tr...a t all I hn.ve :1s1:ed the 

m thematicians is how sound is t his man's mathematics; t his question I have already 

a:::;l::ed in the case of several persons only to be tol i of ever;; one of t hem up to 

this point t hat his mathematics is nafve or anti ~uated. 

As to my i nt erviews with Ma.rschak in Oxfo rd. , t l'le !nos t I can say is that 

I t t ou..sht him per ';onally agreea"::l le and t h3. t I obtaill eo.. favo r cl.ble im?res3ions regarding 

him as an economist from several men at Oxford as well as severa l persons i n the 

United States. I certainly would not offer him a post or ev en ~ropose to start with 

him wi thout bringing him into contact with others and then presenting my case to the 

Board. 

~s I said to you in the postscript of my letter, I realize the dangers 
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and unfairness inherent in an a ttem-It to oot:t.in an Ol)inion by mail from members 

of the Executive Committee. ruld for t h£l.t rea:-:on, beyo~G. writinc Ada~s confidentially 

I shall go no further in the Y..arschak matter until I have been duly auth orized by 

the Executive CO'l1I11ittee or the Board. I have, however, haJ. a good deal of experi-

ence in matters of this kin,l over a pe::.-iod of twent:r-od-i years and have never 

f Ol111d myself embarrassed inasmuch as I have never r:Ja.de a move of this kind 

without an explicit statenent that the invitation involves nothing beyond the 

invi tation itself. I know that thi s 13 COlll.:-:1 on procelure at the J ohns Ho pkins 

Univers ity, the Rockefeller InstituLf: , S',varth.rnore Colle[;e , etc. 

Let me zay thn. t I am gra te:ul to you for your cormnen ts on the nature 

of economics and on the way in \'1hich it d.iffers fro:1 mos t other disci?lb.es, and 

I ho)e tnat yo'u. will cO~ltinue to com;nEmt ':ri th perfect candor ancl freeJ oI:l upon any 

sug£ection that e:;nnate:-; from me. I 2.nfevoi,?- of :=:>ride of opinion; but there 

are SODe t: , i ncs tilat mEW seem easy to you or others tJ.1.::1.t I cannot at all under-

ste.nd or do - as, for 8x-"..m:=:>le, brincinc a "gr011..i' 0:" possi1.l1e prospect!} tOGether 

a tone aml t:.e same tiw8. 

Finally, I nave :or :011.1' ye.:trs oee~ t .::.lkiDb v~it:l "s ensitiv~ scholars" 

"',c. ! ~it ivencss " bec .... use I have bee!1. p er:'e(;L~- candid. Hit:l t h en at the start. I 

Lave toli t h"!n tr.at 'Ire ::'.r e e:~ectinc to b r.:::: i !l o. school f): economi c s , t fUt we are 

LO,)iTl£ t{iat we f1ay 1:1c'l..1{:e sOuP neYI contribl.:.t io:-, to t he fiell, t htl. t rv :=:>art and. that 

of t r .. e Board would b e lir.1i tei to gettiIl[; a small nu.:.lb e r of perso'ns toe;:e t ile r and 

lettin£ them, as we have let the mathe~ticians, work out their own salvation. 

, 
I can see the part which both Mi trany and. Earle Vlould play in a comoination of 

that sort, and there were in both cases sufficient reasons, as I t hought and the 

Board ~reed, why they should be annexed ; but we still require an addit i onal 

f" "' ....... _ .... ..-.: __ ....... 
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')crson or two, f or who~c selcct:'on the :nain r c sponsibi.i t:' r:ru.st rest ulion me , subject 

0: course to the c ri tici sm n.nc.l aP"9 "obation 0: tIle 13on .. r tl . Aft e r that tllere is little 

t llli t either the Boarc-;' or I can c:.o be:rontl tr~T:"nt. O",.ll' ' .. to ~o :::l) ::ellimd wl..at these Des '" men 

W:1.nt :mel need and helD th.em in 0:; 0 :ar as we Cr'..!'! b c . ~ COnV1TlC8 _ tl:a t they are p roc eed. i ng 

u~)on V/1:1:.'1. : :'1.'l.~r ) rove to b e P .. ho::.>ef~Q roau.. I an sU:;:'e t hn.t they mus t be II young II in the 

sonse tha.t the:r }Jave not in wri ti T -; or intellec LlL.'l.lly s o far cO:rm1i tted t he:nselve s tha t 

( t " e :i r eo tion~n whi e" they /;0 is ,,1 rene.y de t" "-,In or. . In t:", t 0 ec.s e I snoul d r ogard 

:.:arsc>-\.;': as young enoUGh . He has v,ri tt cn a. fe 1t1 essays W~-tich :,ave struck econo':lists 

in t I1 i c: country and in Europe as s~lO \1!inc L.t el lect"1.lc:.l power, anJ. ;ret t:1eir volune is 

:lCl t so .~reat that a.ft~r a few years' work under ae7:' ~0:1d.i t i ons he way not wi t h out em-

"uarr.:?.s:::';:Jcnt cb .. n.Il[;e J.i:; r.:in~ . Unless a man has wri tt en so~et~liabt it is almost iml)OS-

q \ ~; i ~le to ~S1 0\" ~7heth ": r 

anses tile diffi cul ty 

he is reC1.11:r able or ::.ot. 

of r e.:lij-Ll.stment . 

I !->.[l.ve no id.ea wl~'lt[;oev er as to L ,e pa.r t i7!licll a matnea.'1.tic :l.l econo:nis t 

s1.Loul ,-;' ::.> lo.:r in L eis no':r 3c1100_ . but I have n r."f e r ~r e t to.L:ed. ei tller in t !'-.. i s country 

) 

o~' i::1 E-c::.r')~) e v.' .... th a n eco::onist who <.ii':' no t beli e'\/"G t imt tte T~tnerr~ti cal economist had 

• :1. co .. t · ·~ ') : .... :.. 011 to r:m.o:, , t :.O"U.V i tll..: C t~~l CT" -.l o_J.i.ni.on is t ll.1. t 'utheIJati cal econo:~ists over-

r a te tile i::r;?ortance 0:: ;':l"'!.tller.1':l.tic ::. l econo ~ cs. Thc. t ue -lue to t~le :ac t t::ta t t h e 

]OJ.:;J o=~ pe r s ons o.oo.lin::; VTi -;; : 1 e cono''' ic:; in any ~'1. rt::'culn.r i n s t i tution has been ei t n er 

;) rin::: a.bout a bet~er 'balanc e , ',:.il'YU..'.:jl , as I ilav e s!'i ,l abov e , a.fter selecting t wo or 

L~rec ? cr:.;o'!1s i"[ho t cLl:..l c r " ,.: r;r: t ..... lly .3 e () ~ ao l e to 18.'1. :- ~ from one n.nother a.n':: to t;).l1:: wi th 

ono ann t hnr , til E' r e iO t i s i:l t ilt) 1:1.::'> 0:" ~he COcl.s . 

Ever s i!lcerel:T, 

P.S. 
Arc you li!::ely to b e in llew York at any time d1::.ring the course of Uovem ue r and 

to oe free at luncheon? A.F. 
Pro:'essor Felix Fralli:::furter 
Law School of Harvard Uni versi ty 
Cnmbridse , 1k'l.SSachusetts 
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Novemher 5, 19M. 

Dear .... ;:. S t.eT.ar t.: 

T.ne t.mclosed second a ta68 of DIY co!'re~j)ondence with l,'loxner speaks for 

:.. toeJ ~ . 1'1e&'Je be gOOf:" eno'J.;h 1,;0 -ret,un 1:'. I am 3ending it bectluse I ha,,'13 

already trcilbled you ',:i:1. l..;y t.elagraiJhic comments on his M[J.rsch:tk propos!1.1. 

l4orao';o:', as n;y Jlte8t let.t-tJl· to rLiu hld";'(;ates, the is::lues seem to rna to go 

to one l !) 'cfl.3ic cCr!:'(;I , ~,lon of our role C.:-l trust-oos. 

~. W. Stewart, Esquiro, 

120 Ne.ll [;treet, 

He'll' York, N. Y. 

Vel'" cordially yours, 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



: 

6 November 1934 

Dear Abe: 

I have now re-read yo-.!r letter of the second, after sleeping 

on it, and I am bound to say that mine of October 31st completely mi s sed 

fire. For you do not to'_lch the real burden of that letter/ which was 

the intellectual prooedl~e indispensable to decisions like those 

implied in your W..arschak proposal, if one is to take seriously one's 

function as trustee of the Institute. 

This is the situation as I see it. 

1. For about two years after the Institute was founded 

you co~sulted me, from time to time, concerning the establishment of a 

School of Politics. We talked over possible intellect'.lal directions 

for snch a school as well as personnel. l].111i s proce{1S of incubation for 

Buch a school continued after I jolned the Board. D'.ll'ing m~- inactive 

year abroad/ occasionally through correspondence and briefly during our 

breakfast at All Soulfl,we continued these exploratory conversatlons. 

During your Oxford visit you t a lked with Woodward and I suppose with 

others about lI.arschak, but to the best of my recollflction he was not 

one of the names you and I canvassed. 

~. Then com8S the October 8th meeting at whicb yo ']' stated 

very explicitly that both in yot;.!' report and in re ply to a. speoific ques­

tion of mine at the Board meeting that you were not prepared to submit 

any new name for consideration by the Board for the School of Politics, 

but hoped to be able to do so "by the next meeting of the Bosrd"'. You 

did not mention the progress you had made in your inquiries regarding 

Marsohak either to the Board as a whole or to me a5 a memberespecially 

interested in the proposed School of Politics. 
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~. And so I was naturally startled by your request on the date 

of October 27th for a t'3legraph1.c fmproval of your desire to invite 

Professor Marsohak: and his wife for a six weeks' visit as a guest 

visit for judgment on hIs suitability for f ormal reoommendation by 

you. I was startled that such a step should have been taken within a 

fortnight after our meeting. Plainly the approval you invited could not be 

based on any independent or dellperatlve judgment on the part of the trus-

tees, for there was opportunity neither for adequate deliberation nor that 

adequate interchange of ideas essential for wise Judgment. To this day 

it has not been made clear just what sudden exigency had arisen that 

made it neoessary to take this step in disregard of the ordinary funo-

tioning of a board of trustees. For nearly four years you h~ ve brooded 

over the problems of a School of Polities and consc iously .lti~ov/ed t he ex-

ample of President Gilman in refusing to have a sense of time pressure; 

and now suddenly we are asked. to rubber stamp a decision of yours which, 

put at its lowest. Is a very important } r eparatory itep in the process 

of ultimate selection. 

4. You tell me t llat no contoi tments are involved, that "dealing as 

we are with youne persons" it do e s not "make much difference with whom we 

start", though in your latest letter yo~ indicate that Marschak is not young 
I f ~~ J 

in the ordinary sense but "young enough in a sense of op~-minded·. But all 
t\ 

these considerat:ons, and some others, raIse iaBu.es for discussion before 

you aot instead of after action. 

Let me put out of the w~ the human aspect of this business, in itself 

not very relevant to the central problem of a trustee's responsibility. To 

you, sending for Marscbak and his wife to come from Oxford to Princeton has 

no more significance than tor you to lunoh with Rieffler in New York. So 

it ~ be for you, inexplicable a8 it sounds to me. But I can assure ~ou 
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that the kind ot an invitation you are planning to extend to a man in 

Marschak's position, in the general context of Oxford's relation to the 

exiled German scholars, carries very different implications and they et~eot 

very different consequences. I speak not speculatively, but on the basis 

of Oxford experience. I know their superb hospitality to these exiles; 

I also know the pressure upon Oxford funds and the limited opportunities for 

the incorporation of foreigners into the Oxford Colleges. And I know, for 

I have been witness to similar cases, how such even tentative calls from 

America ~ affect the arrangements contemplated by Oxford helpfulness 

toward these scholars. In plain English, despite all your clear words 

of oaution, your confident assumption that b~r making such a call you 

really do not cnange the ciroumstanoes of anyone, you may very well 

spoil the opporhlnities for Marschak to continue under some arrange-

ment or other at Oxford. 

5. But what concerns us as trustees more immediately is that 

several major issues of direct moment to the kind of a ~chool of Poli-

tics we want to evolve ought to be settled before we take the step of 

bringing the Marschaks aoross the Atlantic, whicn as a 111atter 1- time, 

money and psyoholo~, is after all ~ serious business. 

Do we wan~ a mathematioal economist? I sho~ld much like to 

2.v' 
hear this question disc~ssed and at length, especially by St~rt. 

Do we want an economist, however good, who is fundamentally 

an alien to ~erican history and to the Amerioan social soheme with 

which we are predominantly concerned? I do not think I need to assure 

you that ~ bia8 is not parochial in such matters, but after all eco-

nomic! and mathemAtiC8 are very different subject •• 

6. These are SODe ot the issues on which you should haTe a full-

dres8 disc~ssion, preferabl¥ with due notice that the i8sues are to be 

disoussed at & let meeting, it your truatee. are to have the funotions 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



that are implicit in the offi ce of a. trustee. 

Very sincerely yours, 

.:Jr . Abraham Flexner. 
20 Nassau Street, New York City. 

• 
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Al<\!\50N B. IIOU GHTON 

Ch(urmafl 

InR8i RT H . MAASS 

Vue·Ch"rrmon 

W .. \ I.HJI W . STlWART 

111(( ·( hall mall 

SAM UII O. Llln"~DOR}o 

J"rcaJura 

IR.' A. ~CJlUR 

ASJIJ/.JIl/ i '(lUll/a 

roMA ~ K A YUt LOTT} 

S ecretary 

!:STlifl 5. BAILl:.Y 

AJJutant SurdalY 

AIHI.AHAM FUXNER 

Dl1 cc lor "~I tlit instItute 

Dear Felix: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
VOUND!:.D BY tOU1S BAMBI:.RCE R AND MJtS . FlLIX FVLD. 1930) 

OFt- ICE 

20 NASS.~U STREET 

PRI!'ICETON, NEW ]J,;RSEY 

L'!)I,I ,WU ki:SS: \ 'AN:)TfTVTE PIUNn'r{JN NEW Ji'.R!'!1:Y 

November 8, 1934 

\v 

TRUSTEES 

FRANK AYDEI.OTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBIII.GEI 

ALEXTS CARRll 

ABRAHAM FLEXN ER 

I'FLiX FRANKFURTER 

JUL I US FRJl:.DENWi\LD 

J OHN R. HARDIN 

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 

SAMUEL D. U.IOESDORF 

HERBERT n. MAA SS 

II'LOITENCE R. SA81 S 

WALTER W. STEWART 

PERCY S. STRAUS 

OSWALD VEBHN 

LEWlI H. WEED 

LIFE TRUSTEES 

LOU U BAMBERGER 

)fRS . FELJX rULD 

I have read and re-read not only your letter of the 7th but our 

previous correspondence in respect to the proposed visit of Professor Marschak, 

and for t he life of me I cannot get excited about anything that I have proposed 

in connection with it. 

I thought I made it clear to you that I did not mention Marschak's 

( name at the Board Meeting because I had not heard from Professor von Heumann 

ahout Marschak's mathematics. I did hear a week later. As a preliminary to a 

possible recommendation of Marschak or soraeone else at the next meeting, I felt 

tbut I wanted him to see and talk with other persons. Either they must go to 

him or he must come to t hem, the latter beinE; the siM.pler. 

It happens that Ayde~otte vIas in Princeton the other day and I 

showed him the correspondence 't\etween us. He told me that, in his j udgment 

and experience, wha t I proposed to do about Marschak was so sli ght tha t I need 

not even have consulted the Executive Committee if travel funds were available, 

as they are. He has done this kind of thing - so he said - ever since he went 

to Swarthmore, and he regards it as merely a piece of administrative routine. 

He could not understand your being startled by the request whioh I made under 

the ciroumstanoes in ~ioh I made it. 
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F. F. November 8. 1934 - 2 -

As far as dealing with the human aspect is conc erned, I suspect 

that no one in the United states ha.s had more experi ence t ha.n I have had in 

that partioular field, and I have never yet gotten either myself or the persons 

with wham I have spoken entangled on tha t score. 

I cannot myself, on my own authority, defend the proposition that we 

should have a mathematical economist. For that I ~ taking the word of economists 

in t his country and abroad who believe that a group of tte kind we ar e proposing 

car.not omit a mathematical economist, though it may turn out in the long run t lcat 

r-i~ ~()ntributions are less important t h l3.n h p -nay noVl believe. But final decision 
on that point res ts with the Board. 

I ~ acqUainted with several Amt rican mathematical economists, who, 

before we came to a deoision, ought, unquestionably, to be considered as alterr~-

tives; but, surely, no Board of Trustees will in the end interfere with my 

responsibility when it comes to :J. final ohoice. How would the Harvard Law 

I fac ulty feel if, when a reoommendation has been made by the faoulty, t he corpora­

tion substituted somebody else? 

There have been a number of full-dress disoussions on the subject of 

eoonomics during the last three or four years, most of them during the year when 

you were abroad. 

I can see both advantages and disadvantages in havine an alien, pro-
---------

vided he is sufficiently intelligent. There is no danger in the long run that 

we will not have Americans enough, and there is no harm that an alien can do 

is intelligent and really able. He may do a lot of good ~lich no native 

would be so likely to do. 

I have \~itten Adams - as I mentioned in my letter to you of 

November 2nd - asking whether it is possible for Marschak to came to ~erica 

provided he is invited to do so, without any implications whatsoever regarding 
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- 3 -

(~~ ) 
the future, adding - what I added in speakinr, to him last swmrre r _ that if he 

1\ 

\ \ 
~ to whether I should extend the invitation or not. 

is permanently provided for at All Souls I should leave it to him (Adams) as 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
Harvard Law School 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

AF/MCE 

Sinoerely yours, 
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"P~ '0 .s.- 1. what 7o.4.oIa't M I... t.t .. '17 ..,a1B to ,.. .. 70S 

aa.e of ~ 41ttloult1 ••• 

1. III ~ tint _nt ~ .. ~ OD TOur-~ pnpoal 

of OotdMr 27th. I lndlo.ted. .. , ~ were PNlJall1N'7 q-n1cme fd 

lBJo:r po~ which 0U6b' _ '- ... tt. betore ~r1nglDg IlarIlehK 0ftI' 
• 

ban tor 1.upeotlcm. .. a po"'1al ad41~lon to tM IohDol .t PolUi ... 

III rq le'~r fd tM rth I 8pe01tled. WO fd lbne quen10A81 (1) the __ 

.lra.b1l1t7 ot bAYir.g ..... ~U.oal eMl7"i1'al_. &D4 (2) .. de.bU111V 

of having a tOftignft. ~ wen 1 ... _ of 8U.Oh .tal iapH'$ ..... 

Boartt. 

You .. 10ell De in TOla lotter ot ynterdny. tll&' a 

""fbII'J'e haft ~ .. DmIIber ot t'al~ •• diMlUdon. 
oa the nbJMt ot ecoDOGd. .. during 'lhe laft three 
or tour ,. ...... n .t ~ dur1ng the yeaz wha 
"IOu Wl"e Mrolld.-

It thl. lapl1 •• that tM t;.wo qu..'lOfU!1 whioh I hue ralM4 ban Mea caD­

~Md 1»7 the Io&r4 1n 113 ab .... wq ,~ ot cour.,.. .. requ.lNMn't ot 

u11be1"&'10D ot pel1C1' 'itT ~ ~. _ which 1 haft be. t.n.l.'1.aB. bu 

been _t18f1_. Bal' "'hiAt; in .. a1.aIltea ot lan ~' ..... 1A&w IIIDr 

111 7 0'111' report \0 the JM,ft at ~ t1m ""iDc w. 7e&r n .. .., 

hid ~t tM ~ hM Mll .... UPOD , ....... '--• 

." . • .i 
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"I .!on" l:::nGIi1 "La". c1ea.ll:..,; U are wl~ J'01III6 
peUOfUl, it. m&J:e8 t'1llCJ1 differenco tfi'ih ~ _ 
8ta.rt." 

I oould. neither ~ wit.U Uda prlnciple ot 1IDd1801'kUnatlD& eoleo-

You n". toll me in 7OTJ.r ~, l.""r th&'\ ~'. ;pDUJn1al 8Ul­

tabU1V 1D TOur c1nd. rea :.a oa "he 1'-' that he.1a. -.t, .. 'loal .... 

nomln aDd tha'\ aruoh & on. b oeodecl. Por thi. J1IdtPtnt )'Ou do no" ..... 

17 011 TOUJ' "own authcWl~ but "peal on the -.1IL1on ot eooDlldn. "In 

t ILia cOWltry a.nd. alJron4". Dut JIOu ... "t1naJ. 4Mldon on that point 

rea;u with t he Doa:rcl". SuN4. it tinal ... l81oa ren. wl~ "he Board. 

Nayona11t1l1 ty of tba Board. 

tMIn uxtoro ror E.i. trip 00CN .. ~ A.tlantio. Artor &l.ll. the 1m 110.-

··lio\'f ttould tho HarTAJ'Cl 1MI rf.w-w.t~ teol 1t. 
WLAn 8. recOliDlrJ¥lAtlon M.8 bee:. na4e by tM 
tacn.1\v. thtl CorporaUun Nlrtlt_ted oaaobody 
el .. 1" 

I han been on thi. tao...lV tor twen'Y ..... aDd. O&D GI,J tell 70Il '\lie 

.~rle~ to., that perlo4e fte Corporation baa DK .unl~ AIIIfOM 
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II.OItoI'CUWIOll wJ.tA .... 
... ol~. 1 ltN1efe ._ 

J.u~ "that ot the u.dl-.1 Ielaool. that a facul"ty rctCOl'lIDAndaUoll 

1. aot ltln.till(; upon the Co .. ,.,....1__ l.,.,..u d.eM thi8 a h1gb.q 

1ID&I8dralal. poUC7. A.e rou kDow. I 'Mll .... 1D tM i ntellenn&l. __ 

't01l0l:l7 ot taoul tie. o~le to ~t at "the oorporate Hte ot i» 

~6118h 00118_.. But I DMCl not point out the wide abaa N-.en a 

ntuul "to appTOft a !'eOOIIIIIeDCla'ion an4 IJUbnl "tut Ion ot anDth.r &p-

"' .. 10' 1. 1-' fle&d. 

4. So .u.oh tor the lJan'U"d. e1 t1latioa. But "hut re&lq 

'roul.. _ h 7OUl' ..-ptlon fd the relR&DM oL 7OUJ" queft ion to 

tM clroUlUta.noes now a't.ndiD8 .ur propoMCl 8chool of Poll tic.. ~ 

who 18 in the pollluta oOllp&!'able to t:~. BarTud 1.- School taculty 

reoo.nend.lng the 8oppolntment ot a law protessor? I"t oertain.l¥ can" 

be t~ Sohool ot Math.matic8 GeJ"Ufy ing the •• 'hrMUcal competence of 

8.11 eoonom1st, aDd I cannot po .. lbl:,- belleTo that lOu are Im:pl¥lnt: that 

in reootn:'rendi~ ~polntlD8nt. to the School ot PoH tics aJ2d .lcoDOllllc. 

you are the taoult7. Sureq It oau.ot be tha.t. ADd yet I \;ronJer what ---=--
it is 70U. ID6fW by ~lng -surely DO Board of Trust ... will ill the e.nd 

interfere with -.r reapoulbll1ty " Len it COIDe-8 to & tlnal ohol.-. 

It l'Ou do oean that ,lut anal ague ot the reb.t1on ot the fIuonrd LaIr 

~ohool tacul t;1 to the Barvard Cor ~)()rat1on 1s your relaUon to O'Q.J' 

!oard, then ot oours. there is &11 end. t " the question betwMB U8 &.DIll 

&180 &II end. 'to 70V Doarcl. Por in ~ a oonception I Me IlQ roa tor 

a 'tl'U8t .. '. role ... p\ that of a 4eooraUft aulU",. Your 8ohool of 

... tu-at1" ~ .. NlaUoa to 70u Alld. the Joa.r4 tha.\ O'QJ' taoulV 
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nlat i on. 

VeT; IJ 1noerol,y ~Ul' • • 

:. r . AbrahAn P'loxner. 
:':'0 Ma.sau ~- t •• ?r1r~on. 11. J . 
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..I 

ALA!'- SOl'- h. I WUI. JlTf) N 

Chou III an 

JItRln PT II. MAA SS 

1'" t·(. }raurnUfl 

W ,",/IIMW bT IWART 

I' ll (·Ch aum llfl 

S.\M L I I. 0 LI 101 suull r 

TrulJu.r tr 

UU A. SC JI UR 

AJHJtanl 1 fl!UJUfr:r 

}IIAt- .... A"11I LOTT~ 

Saretary 

I ~TIII R S. BAEUY 

.iJSlJtufit Sal dalY 

i\IUtAHAM FUXNEi 

D,rector 0/ tlu inJt, Ju tt 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

(1I0lzo.,UIU IIY tUUIS IJ\MHUl(j 'l "" I ~tP"i flLl;\. FU LO. 1930 ) 

~o NASS.\li STIIEE'!" 

I'RINCFTON. NU" JER EY 

r:H~LI .WURl-SS : \Ah Sl11 It- l'il.INCLTON Nio:W JhR.~tY 

November 12, 1934 

Dear Felix: 

I have yours bf the 9th, wh i oh I Lave read with care. 

I do not believe that any ~ood object oan possibly b e served by a 

T1U!TlLS 

FUN Ie. AYD£LOyn 

EDCAI J. BAM aucu. 
ALEX18 CARREL 

ABRAHAM FLEXN!:It 

HUX flANKFUlTt:R 

JULIUS "U£OFro;WALD 

JOHN' I. HAtOlN 

"UNiON • . HOUGHTON 

SAN UEL D. LtJDUDOllf 

HUaERT H . MAASS 

FLOUNCE I . SAIII N 

WALtER W . STI;.WART 

PI RCY S. STRAUS 

OS WAW VEB LEN 

II WIS H . WEED 

l lU~ n .u srn.s 
LOUIS IIAMIEilGEl 

MRS. FELIX FULD 

continuation of this correspondence, for neither of U8 has essentially 

chanred his opinion since t~e correspondence beGan. There is merely 

one thin;:. that I wish to say, 'l.nd with tha'_ the rna '.: t er 1s closed !'.s 

far as I run oonoerned: When it oomes tc i:1i tia.l reoonmentiations, 

I - plus such counsel a s I have obta.ined and can o1)tain - must use my 

own jUdgment and discretion, and you have yourself sain so in writi!l.g 

to me. I do not believe thR. t any J3 c9.rd, wha.tever its thp.o rettoA,1 

ri[';hts, would question, or hRS e'Ver ,:uestioned, ~ he so'mdnes:) of this 

point of view • 

./\.s to my way of doing thinr:s after t he initial appointments 

are made, I abide by r:1.y record with the Boa r d ann the meMbers of the 

Sohool of Mathematios. 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
Harvard Law Sohool 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
AF/MCE 

Sincerely yours, 
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p' NOTomber 19~4 

Dear Abel 

You now conclur:e our recent cOi're~i/on(ie!!ce, in your note 

ot the 12th, b- in'/C'klnz th.' fol1o <\' in~ ?rlnciple: 

WWben it CO!l',)S t c inltisl r4!OO en(iatiODf!, 

I-plus suct"! cO'..lDBel as I heTe obt8. i. ned 
M :1 can ob ~.ain--mllDt '~" !I:T)' OM1 ju r~;:~'mt 

an~ d Bcretion", 

and YO':1 cite r;e in Dupport of th i. t p,incipl.e . 

Well you l18yl In the pr~Eer,t ~tt: te of the School ot Poll-

t':'C8, before there is a FaCIllt-r c·t Politics, it if! q'Jite incontl-)s-

table. But that. principle h8~ not ree'1 :'nvclved in the hsues that 

the sli?;hteet adve.nce t h e argumant bebeen us. 1u:>t ~t t)n tho cur-

taln sL oud ~(, up, you ring it nOlln. 

Dr. Abra~' 8:!l Floxner 

"\ 
\ 

'. 
t , 

~ 

\. 
" .. 

r 

" , 

, \ 
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CASE . POMEROY & COMPANY 
INC 

120 WALL STRI!:ET 

N Ew YO f::l ~ 

Profes~or F'elix Frankfur ter 
H&rvard Law Gchool 
Cambridge . Mass 

No vemher 28 , 19 ~' 4 

I n.bV P r(,;.,,1 .\fOlIr cor.cesp ndence 
with ¥l pxner a nd am rpturnir~ it to you as you 
r eque s ted. 

As watters now st and, I ~ath e r 
th,-,t F lexner (,oe s not int end, ~rior to a t.: enerc-..l 
dLcll s s ion fC' ither v,'ith the bo o TC or the .Gxecutive 
Com. ittee , to go furtnpr with t :1 e Mc.l' schak l,roposal 
t hCin to make a cOluidential inquiry of the v\ur ll en 

1 of All Lou ls . Since we will Il2ve this 0 ':L, ortuni ty 
! for an exchange of views, I am not now i ncl i e ed 

to comment on t he vari ous issues ariSing out of 
the correS iJOllUence. V:hile I tc!kE' my resjJoIlsibil­
ities as a truste e seriously, a s a corres}GnJent 
I rate myself ver y low. I h2v e fo r yeurs enjoyed 
fi bad re Juta tion as a let ter vr iter and I am s ure 
you will not take it as a lack of i nterest in the 
is sue s you r ais e, that I s ~o lI d ~ref ~ r to d iscuss 
them or&lly rather than by an Pxc~~l~e of letters. 
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.. 
SWARTH MORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE , PA 

PRESIDENT 'S OFFICE 

V / 

Dece~ber 21, 1934. 

My dear Frankfurter: 

I am sorry to have kept your letter of November 30th 

so long without a reply, but two trips in connection with my 

mother's illness and death, a week in bed myself with the 
6J 

grippe, plus arrears ~ work in Swarthmore have left me not 

a moment until noV'!. 

I have read the whole correspondence carefully more than 

once. Your difference of opinion with Dr. Flexner seems to me 

to involve the delicdte distinction between policy, the function 

of the trustee~ and details of administration which are within 

the province of the Director. 

I agree with what I take to be your main point, that we 

must, before making any new appointments, discuss a great deal 

more thoroughly than we have hi tl~ t:1 · t o t he "':hole plan 0: the 

Schoo l of Econoliiics and. Poli t ics, i ncludint the c:uestions as t o 

just what speci31 fie ld s in Ec ono~i c s should be repre s ented and 

the questi on of balrulce between Europeans and Americans on the 

staff. Cer t a inly your insiste~) ce u }on thes e po ints is sound. 

I voted to approve the invitation to Marschak on the 

basis of Dr. Fley~er's st2 te~ent that he does not by this in-

vi ta tion co ;roi t us to an appoint :..lent. So long as Dr. Flexner 

does not so co::nmit us, the invitation seems to me to be a de-

tail of administrative procedure regarding which I think we 

must leave him in freedom. My experience with Dr. Flexner 

is such as to give me entire confidence in his skill in handling 
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such a matter. It may be that you or any other member of t he 

Board ~ould not conduct the affair in precisely that ~anner, 

but so long as Dr. Fl exner does not go beyond hi s alltrlOr i ty, 

I do not think it fe a sible f or t he Board t o di ct :: te the exact 

way in which he should purs ue h i s inquiries. That is t h e 

bas i s upon which I v'ork with my Boa rd here, and, i nd eed, I 

sometimes extend invitations like this one calling ~en, if 

not across t h e ocean, at any rate across the A:nerican Continent 

for the purpose of ta.lking with t h em without commi t ment on eith ET 

side. 

These in brief are my reasons for approving the proposed 

invitation to JlIl:arschak. Your correspondence with Dr. Flexner 

raises many other points about which I shall not attempt to 

write in detail but which I hope to have an early o~portunity 

of talking over with you. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
HarVard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Your s very sinc erely, 
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, 

~' 
..." 

Je? ., 19'1-

. 
I w4W'ft, tMreton, wIII8t.ber TOU coal.d afJt Wit,.~ \0 i.M ~ 

tate l\eae aft .... \M Sc:Iaool 01 )';c ... 1 oe and Politic. ... , ,. 

U'e pro~.1Dc t.o Wiac lip d tIM -.tiJaa 8Chad'al8cl tor Uae t~u.. 

ad, it potIelt.la. --.1.,- .. wU.b -..ora ... caJl'fUeUc ~ ~U __ 

With all 8~od w~., 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



A1 .... ' :, US B. H OUG HTON 

Chairman 

HI:.RlH.RT n. MAASS 

P,ce-Cha,rman 

W Al TtI4 w . nlWART 

PlCe-Cha"malI 

SAM un D. LJ:.IDESDORf 

Truuurer 

I R.\ A. SCHUl. 

.-fssistant J"r CiJJurer 

fORA .... ~ AYDELOTTE 

S e.cretary 

I ~, fIn R S. BAILEY 

i fssutant S ecretary 

,~BKAII .. \M fU' XIHR 

IJtrutur vi the.lf1st,lutt 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(rOUNDlD BY LOUI! IAMBEIGEI. AND MIA . nUX rULD, 1930) 

OHleE 

00 NASSAU STlIEET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

CABLr ;.oUUSS: VAN SInun. Pill NCETON )lEW jEllSEY 

Prof essor Feli:: ?r~',.; 2·=Ul·tcr 

:=~.~".f"",. r '.~ Lr:.\7 Scl".ool 
C ~ :lbri \~Z:f~ t lt~C? .. ss:l.cb.usetts 

(~.c".r Profccsor :?r'1 rL:::urt ' r: 

Your lett ,]r of J :l.:lUc.'"I.ry t" to 

r0 "; t . As l;,<: c 

not r 

:or L'leir cOl1Gi :"cr;,.t~on . 

.... r : .. - .1.. 
__ ._",1", 

A.s :::; is t:-... ,'1 t 

oe 

TRUUEU 

PR..\N' K AYDtLOTTE 

EDGAR S. BAMBEIGEI. 

AUXI I (AnEL 

ABRAHAM. FLEXNEI 

fELIX t'RANKFUR.TU 

jULlU~ PRllDFNWALD 

J OHN 11.. HARDIN 

ALANSON I. HOUGHTON 

lAY UEL D. LEIDESOORF 

HFMEIT H. MAASS 

FLOUNCI I. SABIN 

WALTEI. W. STEWAllT 

PUCY s. nlAus 

OSWALD VEIl.EH 

LEWlI H. WEED 

LIFE Tl IJ STEU 

LOUIS IAMBlIlGll 

NilS . FELIX lULD 
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,) 

'\ , 

Vee:: r Fr ~'..n~cf J rte r : 

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE , PA 

PRESIDENT 'S OFFICE 

you ( '!>.'h i ch '! ! :'i. S Nr itt e '1 lWC r 1 rc ~ li ze ~~at I did 

','Ie are all assist i n[ ctt the birth of ,h At 1S f ') r t.his couutry 

is n:Jt one of rULldinL: the l :1,s:; [1:, Ite but rJf cre a ti:1g it. l,':hen 

}c:.ti t o ~: l l ) ~ t-, J.l i~, ;c;r).cl tIla t the 

&ttit~Q e in concr ete si:;~ ~tion~. 

Professor Fe:ix Frank:'urter 
Harvar~ Unive r s ity Lew School 
Cambridge , ?Jess . 

j i ·~lcE.~ r e ly , 
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January 16,1955 

Dear Abe: 

I should like JOu to see copies of letters which 

have gone respectively to Professor Veblen and Dr. Riefler. 

Yours always, 

(signed) F. F. 

Dr. AbrahaJD Flexner 
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., 
f 

1 
I 
! 
~ 
~, 

I 

CO t' I 

Mr dear Metlera 

Enr .inee I ban MeD oa thi. taeult7, tor no. & little onr 

tw_t7 ,..ears, it bae been .,.. practice to tell acquaintances whoae Ilues 

have ooae up tor our eonaidentioll directly what doubt. or difficulties 

I aq haTe had to rai.e 1Ja tacn:ll ty .. eting. fti. aTOld. ai.UJlderetaad1.Dc 

t.hrouah the daDItan ot aiareport, ~owner innocent throucll lBd1rect tru.s-

ai.siOll. That practice ot cudor .... to IHI equal1,.. approprie.te tor 70u 

and .. 1a the cue ot the Iu~ tute ot Mnnced studT. 

Theretore, I uould. Uke ,..ou to know ~t I .elcolled ,.-a'1ll" a.o..­

aion to the Iaatitut.e and wt.d for it with pleasure and hope. But I Toted 

againat the stipend propoaed by' Dr. nemer, not because it was too high, 

but because it was higher than that liven to yo~r collenguee in the School 

of PollUc.6 and !'.c0D.0a108. For I deea inequallty ot trea'tollent .. 0111 aen 

ot 8ubet&Dtial.17 .1aUar age uad eoholar17 distinotion &8 iniJaioal to the 

aiaa of a soc1et7 of scholara. This i. not the occasion to arrue the aat­

ter, I a1ap17 nnted ,..ou to mow precisely what at attitude wae ton.rde 

,.-our coaiDc to the Iutltute and to the cODdi tiona of TOur c~. 

U you ha.... to lean ,O'Yel1lltellt - I oarmot conceal. .,.. regret that 

r you are dolna 80, in Tie. ot a.'T ,nat lIltenat 1Ja • peraanent oivil aer-

\ 
Tice - I .. at least hapP7 that 70u are ,i'rl.nc rouraelt to echolar.hip. 

With all ,ood wi .... , 

'.r,.- aincero17 JOur., 

Dr. W1atiel.d ... B1etleJ' 
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COP I 

Deu Prote.sor 'enelll 

Caabridge, Maes. 

J&DDar,1 16, 19~5 

ot course I ... cra'titied to han '"fOur ecmtiraatian 

about the iJllpor\aace ot the ,_re.l priaciple ot ectlle.lit7 or treabent 

ot scholars ot SUb8tantiall~ the sue age ad d1atlnnion. I have 

lcmc retlected 011 the pro'bl .. e.Dd haTe had Dot a little experience in 

ob8ert'1.nC the otmsequeDeeS ot departures troa it. I &II IlUch contil'llad 

b7 the teetilloD7 t.u:, JOu ~ at our Board .eet1nc lut Mcmdq re­

,arCli.Jai the retjliDgs ot the .eIIMrS ot tIM School ot Mathaatic8. Of 

coune I mow llot1L1nl about the Whietoriaa.l. cansiderstions" to which 

you ~e~erred which are respoDsible for the present differentiations 

in that School. I have BO douDt., however, '\hs.t as a principle the 

practice is 'ricious. Bargaininc for tens , \'1ith the dlTerse pres­

sureI' who1l7 unrelated to eclaoluolhip, belongs to the world of com­

lIerce and is 1ni.II1.cal to the t.rue s.ilts or 8. society of scholars. 

~~th lOud wishes, 

VerT sincere17 YO 'll"8, 

Protessor Oswald Veb18ll 
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January 13 , 1935 

Dear j..{r. FraIL.:furter: 

Your letter of January 16 ha.s disturbed 

me greatly tr.ough I respect the frafu-:ness which 

1 ~~e11ed you to write. If thp. re is any ques-

tion of my status or standing I would prefer 

the Board to reconsider the whole matter as 

quickly as po s sible. 

Tharuc you for your good wishes. I know 

that we have an unparalleled opportunity in 

the new School. I am still so tied emotionally 

to Dublic service tha t I am not yet in a position 

t o be entirely objective about the situation. 

Mr. Felix Frankfurter 
Law School 
F~rv~rd University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

~I~" "", ... ,..~. ~ , ~ .' . ';'"'.. .,... , 

Very truly yours, 

,,; / '} :- / 11,/ /f J 
. jI~t( // . t t-~~ L ~ 

I 
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ALANSON I. HOUGHTON 

Chairman 

HlIlEn H. MAASS 

YiCl.Cllairtnan 

WALtER W . STEWART 

l'iCl~CJt4irm4n 

SAM UEL O. LEIDESDOIF 

Truu*rer 

IRA A. SCRUI 
Assistant Trull.rer 

rklt N K. AYDELOTTE 

Secretary 

UTHll I . BAILEY 

ifssutant Suretary 

ABlAHAM PLEINE. 
Director 0/ the Iftstit"t, 

D e~cr Felix: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS IAMBEa.<.I:.I, AND MilS. FELIX FUlJ), 1930) 

orFlCE 

20 NASSAU STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

CAlLE ADDRJ:.5S: VANstlTUTE Pl.lNCETON NEW JEI,IEY 

J rn'mry 1'J, 1925 

Y, v 

TIlUITlE.S 

rUN ~ AYDELOTTE 

EDG.U I. IAMIEIGEI 

AL!Xtl CAIREL 

AaJ.AHAM PLEXN!1 

fELIX 'lANKrUI.TEI 

JULIUS FUEDENWAlJ) 

JOH N R. HAlour 

ALANSON e. HOUGHTON 

SAM VEL D. LEiDESOOJ.F 

HEUEIT H. MAASS 

FLORENCE I.. SAIl N 

WALTE. .. W. STEWART 

PUCY'. STUUS 

OSWALD V£aLIN 

LEWII H. WEED 

LI'E 'II U STEES 

LOVU IAMBEIWEI 

NU. FELlX P'ULD 

~o s~c~r t hat I was 8.r:Jazect 'o:r :ronr note of I n.nn, .. ''-r:T 

lG enclodns 

C~))y of the lett er ':lr.Lc:Cl you ~l.:"l.Ve Irri tt.en Rier'ler iB ";.0 )ut it v ery r.:ild.ly. 
You 

wil l remem'o '3 r thc'1.t , 'llhen ;TI)U \7 p re at O:::i'ori. , : -0','.. wrote!:'.e in \'That you c .:',lled. 

I''orut a l can:' or!I, 8.nd I r ("~)liell t11o..t [1.S 'oetwee!1 r:·entleraer., \.'~.,' le I v n.lued Ccc!llloI' , 

~:OVT ~ KI, tience wi tr1 ~rou is 

\ iope"tinenec an , ~a:,e" it ,,'ooo1uto1,- im:,005i'01e for you an" r:e to eollo,bor' to in 

I any enter~ri se ~~ntnoc¥er . Eo~r~ ~rn t incs n.=P confidenti~l a~fairs . If every 

I now ','L;h :roL!. to unc.erc;knl'.. t':~"', t I SD.c'\ll noti::r tilG Co:-::.:::i ttee on 

I I: .irL: :;01.1 i -:E:.::e .:"I.C tec. iT, 

r n- election. 

, •. n ungentlelTk'1.nly ;.1o.nner, anci tli...'t t ::"1arks r-tIl enC;. 0': our r'.s~oci2. tion, ~:eC !l2.~r t o oy 

1' 8 cret • 

,,\ ;. .' , /j."~. 
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F.F. 
Z; ,Jl , 19,19:-5 2 

V'ri t e me dovm u s nn autocrA. t. 

, iff8rHnces of 0 ') ~n ion , it r:Jc"l.;;' be -,70rtl. '0ur -::hile to rnJ:leO :Jf"' r ihnt nt the last 

he had written roC) tut v'l:icL he \',US disincline', to bring to the attentim of the 

Boa r d . Neverthp.l ess havin.3 done GO in.-l the BO!1.r.-'l, havinG ncref;d wi in Proff'sc>o r 

Veblen ' s O?!:)os inc vievr th r: :-latter WC\.S c oncluded.. 

Professor Fel ix Fr..,n:::furt er 
L",'\7 School of Earv!1. r cl Uni ver ~;i ty 
Ca::1bridce , llQGsachuset ts 

A5':~SB 
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I" COP Y 
.. , 

X. '/ 

JI\llUIlry : 1, 19 5 

My dear Ri~f1ar: 

Th'lnk yo .. for you:r Letter of the nineteenth. 

rI,y l~tter rua<~nt to 1111211' no aor· · thttn 1 t aotu'\lly 

the e"gerneEld ,lith hich I in COJl'lLon ,il.th th8 r'1st of the Bo~ 

-, . 
• Iro.l 
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y/ 

JflnUp.ry 21, H:)~ 5 

Dear Abe : 

I have your lettJ~r of the n~nt'te enth . 

At least in English-speaking countries the ri..ght 

to be heard beforp decapitation still prevA.ils. M,~y I 

trollble YOll to have t!:r::: . Bailey sf'nd me the nrunes of the 

Comr.ittee on NominF. tiuns . 

Sincere ly yours, 

Dr. A br 2Jll'l.ID Flexner 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRI NCETON, NEW JERSEY 

.. January 22, 1935 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
Law School of Harvard University 
Cambridge, WaBsachusetts 

My dear Professor Frankfurter: 

In reply to your inquiry. the members of 

the Committee on Nominations are as follows: 

Mr. Snmuel D. Leidesdorf, Chairman 
125 Park .l.venue, New York Oi ty 

Mr. Walter W. Stewart 
120 Wall Street, N~w York City 

President Frank Aydelotte 
Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore , Pennsylvania 

The Trustees, whose teros are expiring, 

are ~essrs. Fley~cr , Frankfurter, and Straus. 

Very truly yours, 

I . 
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.... ~ t.i8 1l1J:wt..ee ~.hv\L.a.t Saul> tlt.. !'t. ..r&i.La t O~WJt- "ys",i.t "iD. r",yur ut 

~ the 8'1,;;19<:t1oo ot Dr • .ru.e.t'lvr" 1 e.;;... i.': DI..t. TOt... f ... 1' a u:"ffcr· nt.btl 11 be­

t,'9I"'. his _ tipijOO 'U"L(~ "a,'- t .i. Ai:; t" . Cv l_.I'~"Ue~'i, bel.> O'I'.L.;.~ .La equ.ali tJ ..;f 

~ . ~.7 

-
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2. 

Dr . Alir~ Fl8Xt1eJ" 

J un • '" ........ f 
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Professor Felix Frankfurter 
L:t'll SChoo::. of lliH'Vard Universi ty 
Ca:Ylo rid.:-e. ~/.J.'3sachuset t s 

Uy dear Profeusor Frankfurter: 

Your letter of the t wentY-GC'cor.Ji regarding 

for A:ivancp.d Sta.iy . he ld J=t.wJary 11; , ::'J,'-'[" :1:1.3 come 

I 

~ 
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January 22, 1935 

Dear Mr. Frankfurter: 

It is my turn to thank you for your cordial 

note of January 21. It dispels any app rehen-

sions that I felt. I am eager for an opportunity 

to talk over plans for the new School with you. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
Law School 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

ttl - /J ;}/47 "// 4 , (~U; ~!t'U--f41/ 
/ 
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Dear Bella 

I .. aotT7 to trouble 700 wi ttl the .-cloearea ADd 

7'8t I tJdJat I oupt to let )'011 aee t~. 

l'Jl JIlT fll'"ent mae vt .tad I P"P08 to do ~ 

aIIout Abe's ldtAl', \0 t&lce ao a«:1\1ce of 1t, \:IIWl.S8 pereb_oe 

t.o -.lte aura that the ec-l"ee oa "h'·t1~ - I de 1IOt. mo. 

who tile., are - Mft _tore \)Me t.hs de u -'u7 re .... d em 

whiCh Abe'a let.ter p&a'pOi"ts to be ..... 

I should, of 004'8., 1J"Mtl.7 10Qlle)"OUr 8d"rl.8e em 

~e.tiou bat would 1IIIderstaDd absoltlteq .... ,... to ltb­

hold thod expression ot aD7 oc.zJeat • 

.Al1f&76 ,ours, 

P. s. A l"ep~ baa alao ccae tr-c. Veblaa and tro. Menor. 

I .. aead1n& ooplee of theM t lJ<O ~ of the aDI!I'If~.l" I ...... 

despatched to Rie.!ler . I also Bent copies of Ri sner's 

r e l.y and o£ -:J' aaswer to Abe. 
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.I~~~y~~ 

~ ./ k---........ ~' 4..a- A...4' '/~ /~ 

r~ ~/_~~~ ;~ 
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~~ . .k __ ~A~~ 

;,.; .. -t'1t. /~ A-.-v~ ~e.,.:t, ~ 

?.I~~~/L~~ 
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" 

I J&DU4r7 25, 19t ! 

1. I 

l3i:o.D 8.8 you did .La .. ~ 7 or eye operlJt.lvn was bound t ... t ~dc. t t. out of 

ineidellt, t~t. at 'De6t., 1Irf18 ~ to NOd_ 7 0U - &. 11. i d ••. or cvur-a. 

)'VU M'Vt' Y con8~t t.o lnt.erveD6 1.B t.he : ltue..t.iun in ~ 'ill". , which 5 ea. 

te yvu. he, but. I aaat atlJve you ot to \."lke on M ,-dlee r burdetul. Iou 

. . 
h ,t ,vu Ul\dcrt ·-.ke t ;; do ... r nut t .; 0 0 in r (!,Ill"U • Abf 

~. . Ia raaard t.o Rief 1 -r I, uf e .. h lr •••. contruaplated tho Uke-

" 

• 
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--.J ',' N·ll" ~ bc ' l? r; r:,flt eJ:cit."""ent c ~ .. n ..JJ.-J o .. r .!.v'! f • ..JIM t.t.l s { 'lOt that 

bohfl.v<·d "hnn I tri<K Ve1') .. ... !..t't. 1J'1~~ .. i.£ ... :;', tv r al&H.. . .s:. t the Bo~l ~t,h_ tlnl 
1'--: /., . (, . vir~ 

th" t .1tll.>,r Q '. y, 9. S Le" \J S .lnch h L Xnlh. :,., e ' ;!I (.,l to J!. v tN "vuoA t~ fJOU tt'u.l. dtt-
I' 

TGlo~ rto(;mt v f l..A~ f ..cl.lo ·1 vi' ?ulltic~ ,u,.J;' ~',ccncll:l.e !l. . ::;.uU inGe.".j S t..'lu .. ,hoi. 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



BEI'>NAI'>D F L EX"I E R 

January 30 , 1935 

Dea r Felix : 

TLrnr. you v ery mucl, for yours of t he 25tr . . 
I Pilll ff'E linK very much better but am r unnin >s really 
o less t 'IUl half t i!'.e, not cOr:Jinp to r.-:y oL ice every 
day . 1 En'l c: so glad t o have the copy 0:' h i efler's letter 
of t he2:.nd to you . 

I Sh01L..d hat e t o believ e that Abe a.sked you un 
his Doaro v,j L \ the eXf..'ect..ution tl1at you would b u 
"rut:be:r "t I 1; " . T. at, lS lrl':;Tcdlble to rtf' . I don't. KnO'N 

\'" e1 hPT t Tit' _; o::1.t .. :-:. ':' is goint: t .o come Llr me t o di s tlSS 

the wholp ::3ii '.1... tiol) I' • .:.th him . I have seen him only for !i 

\ 

minute at h "lTt C" ; p:'~o re he went out to Princeton. If he 
do er, ment.io'l it.., I "imll quietly t alk out the whole situn-

} 
tion "fiti] h im . The ir. c i dent, a s you doubtless knc)W , means 

I 'l. gr~c:t dea '~ to we; ll1uch more t han l' i e'ler's iJ~~rt in Lt. 

J. 3Ii1 haV.Ll:/ sent to you a co py of en extr'.:::li,ely 
int~l'l still t let. cr frorr Vit.eles. 

Simon Il.rlU 
Both o.:.t:·,el:". ha\ 
better i.foa.i.n. 

Helen hAve \'- ;'J(l :3 !JaJ title in Sgypt . 
been '-l.uil,' :~i k bul hapJ-,i1~ , th ey BT:' 

Profes sor:, elix 1 rank:urter, 
Harv&ro La v, .3choo2. , 
Cambridge, Mas~6.chu sE:tt.3 . 

BF/db 

AJways yours. 

kp 

./ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
AI .~!\\O~ 8 1I0ULHTQN 

(,lll1 lrlft<J.n 

(FOUlIlDl!.D BY LOUIS BAMBER.Chl AN D MR~ . FIJI" FULD, 19'\0) TllUSTltS 

FRANK AYDEJ.OTTE 

HH::BHT H. MAASS 

J'1(~·Chair71ia', 

\o,.-ITHt w. HEWART 

I' lte· Chalf11lUn 

~.\ \t li i L I.J I I lUI WORt 

1 rrasu'e! 

H. .. \ .\' ~UlliR 

.-IJSlJiOTl t "[ ft tJ .. Ult!T 

fR.\:-' K .\YOI:.LOTTE 

Sart l ar)' 

t',"jIlIR S. BAIUY 

.tJJlStallt Sr / rtl uf \ 

\I.~"'II.\'" fUXl'oU 

iJzrt:t It', ,·f ,J;(' /Iu/lltlit 

:t:~," dSR.r Pro fesso r Frt\r~::':~ur ter: 

OFF I CE 

20 NASSAU STHEET 

PRINCETON , NEW JERSEY 

CABI.l \tJDRI~S: \'A~STlTl:lI:. PRINUTO!lro Ki-W JlRS!:.Y 

J ('l nUc'1.l'Y 28, 1935 

lDeAR S. BAMBERGER 

Au'XIS CARREL 

ABRAHAM fL£XN ER 

fl:.UX FRANKFURTER 

Jl'LIUS FRHOlNWALD 

JOHN R. Ii.UDIN 

ALA!'lSON B. HOUGHTON 

SAM VEL D. U .. JDESOORf 

HH8E1tT H. MAASS 

FLORENCE It.. SARI N 

WALTER W . STEWART 

PHCY S. IIRA US 

OSWALD VEBLEN 

LEWlB H. W [£U 

J.IFE TRliSTHS 

LOUIS BAM Dt.RCER 

MRS. ft. LIX PU LO 

:-,inutcs cannot nnw be A.ltere,J. except by order of the Bo:-. r ·c .• I sr~ll t h0refore ask. 

'."h o :. t I:ey .'lIe :;uomi ~ t ed :or r:.~J;'1 rovn..l n.t tl".e nex t meet i nc , fo r :!;ler Dission to r ev ise 

lI~h. Fr:Ll'1Y'5urt '-' r, while ex)re s::: i.n ·_ hiT~self in f :·'.Vo r of t he 
selection of Dr. Riefler, coul,J Ho t VOt. l~ fo r n. e..if:er pntin. tion b e tween 
h is sL ipend Mel. th .. '1. t of his two collei'l.e.'-ue s . b clievinf, i n e'1w=tlity of 
s Li ?cnc.. a!':1oIl6 s cho l a r s of subst rtut i a lly the S[1lilE: standinf; . lit e r 
ii s Cu ssion, in the c ourse of wh ich it was obvi ous tl'!?. t DOS t of ~Le 

Bo'·.r lj was 0 uc s ed. to the princi:)le 0: standar d.ized snlnrie s . the 
r";. olu tion <l.S offer ed by t he Director was ado:!;lted . 11 

As to :,our secone.. pC'i n".., I was r equested by several Trustees not t o i !lc lude 

the dis cussion in the ~inutes. Profes s or Veblen iiappened to b e in the office when 

:::: notes show t ha t Professor Veblen modif i ed his ori <.~inal s tatement, 

S.'1:r iIlb subsequently that the olde r members of the School of MEl.themati cs would be 

haJ?Y if a ll received the same sa.lary and t hat Professor Frankfurter' s point of view 

miCht be <tn ul timat e objective of the .Boar~ . And la ter - Mr. Flexner sta ted that 

the invi t ation to Dr. M.."'.rschrJ<: was not extended becrtuse the Executive Connnittee, with 

}lO!!l he hael communicated. by letter, was not unanimous i n consent, Professor Frankfurt er 

l<lv i nt; vot ed a:"versely by t elegram. Mr. Flexner also stat ed that he was in corres-

londence v.ri th the Warden of All Souls but that now that Dr. Riefler had been appointed, 
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Professor Frankfurter J~nuary 28 . 1935 

he would turn the matter over to him and to his associates. 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
Law School of Harvard University 
Cambridge. Massachusetts 

Very truly yours, 

2 
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., dear AJdelottet 

1. Tocethel' wltb ., oarrespondence with AIM neXDer aridDi 

out ot the le.rec.bak ineld8llt, wIliell JOU haft alread7 "eell, tM eliU08erl COD­

eUtute, I beUrn, all the .. krlals tMt baJU" "pon aD i"clM r:a.i.Md betweeD 

the enclosed rUe l:Hltore next Saturd87 1 t w111 8D.lJ.ble us to C~ d ireet.17 to 

,.-
I lUI SorT., to burdea 7°U ... i th 50 tll1ak & 

11'1 new ot rq relations ~tJl 7uU and J'Vur relations to the Institute I do 

Bot see how I can lYit.bbold ita subdll61~ to 7ou. ot eo~.;ree I do Dot 0U'8 

have their ela1.lU5. 

2. PerIMPI JO'l d.ll let a6 t.:tke tb1rs oocuion to tell 100 

witb wbat real uc1~€Dt. boUl -r wita aDd I read 'J'VUr azmWll report, to 

whieh we got around .u.,. l.&st D1cbt. I 811, it I aq MJ.y 50, ill eatire 

sgreelteJlt ~d th JUU that the Wft.7 to 801ft the probl_s that are n.Ued br 

the i .ncreas1Dc l'8DIa and ca.plexi,\7 ot ooateapoJ'a%'7 lite is I&ot. to taka 

BD flenal new ot the _i:ArBa, but to aoquire habit.s tor lIa.sterinc ~r-

ough17 bits of it 1a such a w?:¥ \hat the vr'i ..... 1c rel8.tl.)D of 6o;t;;.et.hi.ni t.o 

everything will be e : t.abllshed in the a1.nds R.Dd reelings of stw.ent!3 . In 

other '1;orda, I shuuld like to eoho JOur nateaent th'!t Dot ignor.'lDce but 

Apcrfic1al mo~led&e i8 our en..,.. 

,.8. .. I ,,'lIa 70U to. n ... UIe 
...... ,.., ••• flat 18 \he ..cloeect __ .lope. 
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f '\ • _, :":"l I • 'I i: 

CLAss OF SERVI CE 

This is a full-n!, 
Telegram or Cable· 
gram unless its d," 
ferred charaC1:CT is in­

dicated by a &till .,b\,· 
sign above or r>rccct.!-
109 the addrcSli.. 

vVE TERN 
UNIO 

A I!IIAI.,'·. ....fW( < Me CAR" '1'" 

BAQ226 46 DL 4 EXTQ A ~UP LICATE 

F ( 1-\ 0 \' I ~) E ~l C E K I 1 6 ~) 0'7 P 

PRO F E S S (I;:; F E I. I '< F F~ A : H ~ F II k T E t~ : 

=0 LR 1~2 2RAT TL~ ST CA 

NECESSARY F:ETURN SlilAfiTHtll'IORE TH 1:3 A FT ::fH1COI~ 
JVO 

stGN S 
r L -- I' .. Lt"ttl:f 

; 0 V E i~ ~v~ E cr I N G 0 F P E t~ C E F 0 UN D A T I (I i i ,', I' I D i-U" 0 T ~" C H A 1\: C t: 

1 OJ S 

TEL E P H 0 i'l E SLIT HOP ESE eRE TAR Y (.,('. T \H) f~ D T ~ Y (111 ,-: 0 P E (' C, R G S "I :.\ I 

A G A I N ON COL LEG E R US I \l E S S SOC 1\.\ := 

F R A I~ K A '( D E lJH T E -, 

WESTF.RN l'~Ir)!'o: GIrT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATF: GTFTS FOR AI L 0('( 'ASIO:SS 
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My de'lr Frankfurter: 

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE . PA 

PRESIDENTS OFFICE 

Febru:;.ry 18, 1935. 

I r c turned fro m Bo.:;ton ":-:. turd .. :; C1 ft c rnoon, and yesterday 

read very ca.refully your correspo)1(1 ell ce \', i th P.iefler, Vebl en , 

and Flexner. I had been in New YOI'k f or a d ,'t ,Y or two l)efore I 

went to Boston B nd !le ~1c e did not get your letter sooner. I 

read it with i n filli.tf: re[ret. I :-.;1-]')11 not try Lo co niuent on 

the various points at issue betE- cn : '8U ~dC n·- . ?' ."': ..... ;( .. , 'r:.t. T 

you did. It seen s to ~e that Trustees, however they may di~f~r 

3. t110ng themselves, should commlUlicate :¥ith ' e rnb8rs of t f.e Faculty 

on ~uestions o f th j.s ~ind throueh the Dir ectlr ~~d not over his 

head. I shouldf~~l dee~ly i~jureJ if a memh~r of ~y Board in 

a s i .;lil r3.r 5i tLld ti ·:m took such ac ti ')[l as y'Ju ~ lCl ve taken. 

So far as t':1.e other po int3 r aised i n ~,ol1r corres]Onde~lce 

are concerned I can on ly S r:. ~T thct t I am sor cy /')U ;ire ,Jar ti '1g 

co,n[1any fro lll Dr. Flexner on iss1, es ... ','hic~ do n o t s eem Lainrtant 

in CO "J1.) OrisoIl'·ith the great crert ~. ive j 'Jb he L~3 d r.ling a nd t)ward 

uhieh he has a lr eady made sueh a ,,' oll(_~erf '.11 hegi j,1iI1g . 

por t a re v e: ry kinu, ::: od I apprec:ia te tnp!ll fiet}' 'lly. TJ-. e -;. i ne I 

took is not the .;:Jormlar one, and I have OE;lJ '/lore .or less lltlder 

fire from apostles of OrientaJ'ion CJ urses "tell are sweeping 

the country just as the Chautauqu a move,1ent di.d a few :-ears ago. 

Professor Felix Frankf ,Jrter 
Hartvaru Uni~ersity 
Ca'Tl)rldge, .:lass. 

Yours ver~- si!lcerely, 
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Uy d eRr Ayde1ot.te: 

00. I 10 k t(;r\~ard tu ,.our next eolilir~. 

1r9b.Ocnt Fr·nk Aydelotte 

\ , ,. 
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I 

\ 

~nk 7uu tor y ur let r of the lath. qn ati..., 

u't.0) CUi for t.., lk f:t's m £1' 

y,;u .. 

CODl.~ 'nt I u write, "I ' 

llItwill- be ~ gr.nd thin f ~ Alneric~n ed ¢ ti .'" 
f.' uu1 vf:lI's1 tie include in th1ir r;mbtu'."l;d .. " not 

1~r3W.8 COlllpet(1.t. to fl vise lu i.attar... c:yU, 

t iCtl'uO (In-

to whe.'ll I w€.nt. 0 the Bo"'rd y ,neel t.l n of tho fuuctiutl 

tell r co J?nted 

v J,'Y 
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Th;:..nk :/'/!;. fvr 7" 1,JX l e t er ;. t ne ldth. Tho , uc ~; t.i '!IS 'It i 5 " U8 (1n-

110 : 0 I stil. . h·j .. c tL) han. the o.-, .. ortunity vi 8 f uce-tv-fl:-C-e con.:: idaretlOJ1 of 

> 

r', mer.'· Sur.: lyl ;Wl n ..... 1.. ':.I1.!"ti~ c .... .I'I t)~.ny!t froTa h1.Ja tt. is he , h .. ';0 k .. t " 

< .... , 
"It I, l l b· . gr n thini fur i.mecic"ll e· · ue~ ti n nen b'J"l.rta in e ntrul 
..i ula \T{H';, i .• iet ir.c 1, ·!)Ii l.n UF:i:L' II ~1,!;J iJcr: !l ~ r' Uv t. -'R.l.y f~ .l.·le~.l me, but 

c..' r : to 1iI.'lx e ~hin 1..0 him v.: hr"n I ,'{, nt )0 t.he B...l rd my !lC {~ l i i"l f t ~6 functl .. !l 

my .Let er ··f t, 1 i. .~ : _ til tJ'-1e t d " , ..•• h idl I cono<: •. :&j 

Vory d.nCCI· 1,/ y .rs , 

President Fraak Aydelotte 
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i r 

,', 

sorl'y {'o lr .. ,.nc cu y ;) ~i th thl!.." h:cll t.oget,her,H ttl the COl're8-

R5 it wero , the r ec -,rd in tho oue. 1 rul\ even ilore eor. y to 

C '·,n ve"'1 ~4 !-_1..:.. 

y~ur pres!3nL funeti. ·n (.ill the atnro. As I >!TOte t.v }.ydelotte 

a r.l '1 .. l f. O h ~ve th ir cl im;". 

P • '. • May I )r0 .b1e you to retu..'U the 
encLsed file fl-:t in the f 1r' r ro­
v J,e. f ~r it. 
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Dear Frankfurter: 

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE. , PA , 

PRESIDE.NT 'S OF"FleE 

'-larch 1 , 1935 . 

I have to be in Boston '::edn8sda:.' , 1,~:lrch 6th on 

c o llege bu s iness, and if you &re t o ~e back ~y that time 

and hClve an hour free, I should li ;':e vEry much tel have 

an op~ortunity of a t alk wi t h you. If it would suit you 
(J./- a-te 
~tt€Jl' to stop at Swarthmore on your way back from ~ ~ 

i'ja shington, th:lt would suit tile equCilly well~ ~. 
be fr ee a ny Gay, exce l: t Tuesd ay , when I hp v e a llleeting 

':d t'1. l'!ly Boar d :)f Trust ees . ~ ~ (..,LL.I..LI ~ J.. ~ .:... rU ~ ~ 
(LA/' IJ' C. 

?~y IlLm is t o go tJJrouc..11 t o B :~ s t on by t ',e ni ch t y- v-

tr a i n Tuesda:, nisht , !1nd I s hQi)]Q re tiad to Cu -' e OL..t t o 

se e y ou, o r I'Jeet ','au at ,:~~e ll;: rvc~::-,u Clu "" , EO 'J t o r: , at 2.ny 

time on Wedne::;day .s ft ernoon. P8r!:a',; s you ", i ll send ;Yle 

a t e legr a~ collect. 

Pr o f es s or Felix Frankfurter 
Cp.r1brid[e 
!.rass. 

Yours s i'1cerely , 

P. S. I no t ice by the paper tha t y ou h ave gone down to 
Washington to be near Jus t ice Holmes, and I have 
taken a chance of sending a carbon of this in his 
care, t h inking you might ge t it more quickly. 

F. A. 
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SWARTH MORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE . PA . 
PRE SI DE NT 'S OFFle E 

~,forch 5,1935. 

I h elve :-cmr telegram a nd unc.er stCi!l.d o f co r se 

ho'.: i ndef inite }-Ollr pL:ns mllS t be [ .. t the mo::nent. If you 

:::' 0 find it po s si ble t:> stop a t S'.F r thmore on : O'lr wS.y 

bc:ck , pleQs e let me ;.mo'.'! . 1. ":ire of a fe 's h our S 11 ) il:e 

·,i:'l 1)8 s u ff'ic ient. Th e ';ihole c Juntry is dee l~ l J grieved 

to he2r o~ the i l lnes s of Ju~ tice 30 l~e 3 , and in the 

/ 
-·"·.'i lll' ;i , l, ;·:'" '-- ~. , 

C'3. I~) ri. cl ge , '.las s . 
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

SWAR T HMORE , PA 

PRESID E N T 'S OFF I CE 

April 1, 1935. 

1'::y dear Frankfurter: 

A meeting of t he Nomina ting Committee 

of t he Institute for Advanced Study has been called 

for nine o'clock Thursday morning , Apr il 11t h, at the 

Murray Hill Hotel, New York City. I do not know whether 

you still think of making a statement to t he Committee, 

but I se ud you this notice of the time of their meeting 

so that if you do wish l~le to transmit a s t a tement to 

them, you can send it to me in good time. 

Felix Frankfurter, Esq . 
192 Brattle Street 
CaJnbridge, Uass. 

Your s sincerely , 

~ Iw- , ~ tJ'--- vL ~ 

b O~ wuLA ~ r~ 

~v~~ (J 

oJ-v: .... ).( ~ V' ~~ ~ 

~ ~q Q.u.. W r- ~ r:i-nry1 

~ ~~ ,-c..c..c •• ~ ~ '-

L!l ~ \ ~ ~~-
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S1Dce 0\4' t.o.lk hare ~ -r ftlaUolUl to \be IBatit.ute 

tor AdYanced S~ 1 - ..... _ or waN,"""""'.acII oa all J'OU _id~ 

IbeD I aprua nil. 1111,." t. 7'" ~9Irt, partl~ ell ...-t en 

.. ~ 1D C~l>U ••• ~ ,-. .... ".tUaoleH, ~ ...... of rig" aDd 

wraDI one IlUSt ult.iaateq be p.1decl" .. t. _ ...-1~. 
Let a. reAeane tIri.n, .. a .......... t.Mt ..... lei to tM 

,. 

preIS at 6ituatica. Afte 0U1P lui bl'6...t.iq f ~. ~ .... to ~et-

ar .~UDc brie1'l.7 ... I tea .....,-1'_ t.o Tote •• i .. ~ \M Hlaq pr0.­

posed tor hill b;y the Di.reetor. I .acloa6 ~ OOPT ., the .ure C.Jl"respund­

ace bet ... · B1atler aDd ..,..u. ... *- it wUl al'Ji'e!\l" that. t wrot. ~ 

Ri ,;tler in accordaDc. ;,1tb & pn.c:t1a ! __ Y'8 '-t<. tol:l.ow", nrer dAft I 

ha ... be>--n a .eIIbsr oL tid. ta.c1ll. •• t Dow tIId ~ P81a~t ... pe.U~, 

or' .e:abers of 8. tacul:~ ODe to 8.IIOUwr, aDd ot a 'ftSt.ee 911 .-:f1a t..u.V 

aru DOt. \be ..... azt. ... conaid.ent.iaa of ce,,1.OW 1IIII101t -- IOY~ WI7 

practice a. _ to .. ~ ap~ 11 ... 1. to tiM ,. •• i ...... t.t'* ill ~ t 

invoked 1t., 1D Rietler'. caM. Y_ will aot lall \0 ........ &:1'-. 

to Ristler, (1) I had 80 taouP\ wIIdc1w or _, II .SaI ~ .. I""'~ (2) 

I did Dot l'8ftTU. ~ that trusptnd 1Ietal'e the -.s .... ~ 

poa1t.ice, aDd, ' ( ~ ) t.h~t I r~p0rte4 .., OWD PO"1~laa ~ Ii"" tID ..u ... 
..a..rru ... ::st.e wMcll [,0 ott. tollow the ahost. ~ GMCIP_ ....... 

how or ot.bsr, ftWB or B1ICh a Ua1W dls.entlDC n .. all I GpI'NB'" 
ca\~ dtJl .., l.t.ter to Bl.t1er I aeat. & eoPI' 01 1t, 
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2. 

to the Director, and, of couree, eent hill cvpiee of th(' cor eepond8Dce thst 8Il-

.. Qed betwee Riener aDd I17Belt. The view T.bich the Director tovt ot Wl7 set1ee 

he eet forth in 8. letter under d '\te ot JanU8.l7 19th. ot ""hieh I also enclose a 

cow. r01"" the key to that letter is t.bQ ~, "Io\'", rq pati9Dee with T OU is 

exhausted.- I sa aot aware thl'lt I .arl a tm7 dea."mde OD the npe.ti ;-fK:e lt or the Dl-
<lAta 

rector except to expreas Tine 0Jl t wo .atters _ ".biell, atl a. m_ber ot t he Bo rd , 

I had respons.1ld.l1~ tor aetlOill. ~ concerned the 1apllc~tiOD. of the :;roposal 

to 1Ir1aa Prot&e:.;or aaradak (aDd Ida wite) tra. IIl&lnJlCl tor in:.;peotionJ the other 

1nvolYed dlscusr1ce ot tile ct1tAr1a tor detera1lab& o1usU'ioa."'{Oll ot ealariea tin" 

prot •• .sora. .A.8 to 1toth at1.er8 I CaJIDOt .. lioft thllt I Btn7e4 01lte1de f.Ae bo\lDd8 

or r ':'lltmmt and parUUHatRl'1 d1~H~'wu>1oa. f..quallJ' cler.r SJD I that ill !:'I'itlng to 

I CQIDlIdtted no improprief.,.. 

"ftaeretore I !lope that r ..,. aq without an air ot eelt-r1cb'teoumae.8 

that I have DO f4U8.laB of eon&e'i.eIlce about ~ that I baYe dOile 01' lett tmdoIM 

as a acaber ot the Board. ltr tent 115 autoaatiM.l17 expir1Jl& aIaort.b'. A. N*f,pe-

ticm DO'lf would 1ap~ a contee~lon ot Wl"ODg-ciobC 1ft11ch I de Dot 1A tne slighted . 

reel. 

Pl. .. se let .. ex}.lJ"~ fIT want appreeu.t i ull for your kind govd ot­

fices, aD! let .. sey U1at I COII'til:naa to entertnia the sincerest wishe8 tor the 

rnU .. tlOil -., tM JaetJ.t1rt;e of the parpoaea tar 1Ib1ch i~ WAIl tOUDded. 

Very 8~ 7OUJ"B. 
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l 

Some t1JIe ago, UDder d"lte or 'e~ ... 0, I ~eat. 

70U & lone ~ of corr 8spond9DC9 bet ..... nemer and 1IY8elf, 

aad I 811 te.vtul len 1t baa be. loe t 1a the IRlU so I am 

I ... Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



ALAloi.ON •. HOUCHlOJIt ChM" __ 

HlUnT H ... .usa 

I'tct·CA4irman 

WALTU W. aTEWART 

YtCt·CJli~irman 

SA,M UtL D. LElD£500RF 

Tretu~ru 

UtA A SCHUl. 

If 1;_S tant T "4Jura' 

PlANK AYDELOTTE 

Suretary 

tsTHEJ. S. BAILEY 

ASJutant Stcrdwry 

ABRAHAM PLEINll 

Direclor 0/ Ihe InJlitute 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV ANCt. ' STUDY 
(.OUIIDED IT LOUIS ....... CEl OliO Mil • • UU: rULD. 1930) 

orPlCE 

20 NASSAU STREET 

PIlINCE'ION, NEW J!IlSI!Y 

CA&LE ADDlE8&: VAlUlIIU'l1 Pl.1NCEl'OH MIW ]USlY 

April 8, 1935 

Proff'ssor Felix Fran}:i'urter 
Law School of H~ rv~d University 
CambriLl€:c, Massachusetts 

}f.y dear Profes~.or Fr:m1..-furt.,·r: 

The anr..ual meetinc of the Members of 

the Corporntion, Institute for Advanced Study, will 

be held on Monday, April 22, 1935, at 12:45 o'clock, 

nt the Uptown Club, Lincoln Building, 60 East 4~;nd 

Street, New York City. I am sending you herewith 

the Qoc}:ct and. notice regardinE the propose ~ amendment 

of the By-Laws. 

Very truly yours, 

rf 
,6. 

nvaTEU 
PUNK. AYDILOTTI 

EDOll •. LUI.nan 

ALEXIS c.uuL 

ABl.olHAK FLEXNIJ. 

PELlX 'RAH~PUitEI 

JULIUS 'RIEDENWALD 

JOHN R. HAIWIN 

ALANSON I. HOUGHtON 

SAMUn D. LEIDUOOI.l 

HERIEK'l H. MAASS 

FLORENCE Il, JABI N 

WALTI:.R W. STEWAIT 

PERCY S. STU u. 
OSWALD VEBLEN 

LEW15 H. WHD 

UFE lRt ~TEES 

LOUU B .... MBU,GLR 

MiS. }o'I:L(X FULD 
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AUv<l. .. cCJ SLut:; , .:l.rt~ r r''1Uf'~l('(' Lo t akE' TloLic(~ t:.,.~! 1Ullc r <1-llU 

1::' : '-:5 o ' e10cl: , <1-t GO Rest 42nd Stre"t , i n tr..e City 0_' New Yo1':- , 

t o Sc .L i on G, Ar tic l e Il Ia: the B;!-Laws , by prov:'.. ;i:,r.; t kl.t a 

MOllJ.<1-Y in J anuary i n each ~ar. 

New J rr ~ey, April 8 , 1935 
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~/..; port of Co:-:mi t tc~: on NOrlin:1.tiolls 

A":ler. ~ ":ll n L of B:r-L'l ws 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-2a  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



S WART H M OR E COLLEGE 

S W ARTHM O RE , PA 

PR E. S I DEN T 'S O FFIC E. 

My dear Frankfurter: 

April 17, 1935. 

I communicated your letter of April 3rd to the 

members of the Nominating Committee, and regret to have 

to inform you that, after careful consideration, they 

haTe decided that it would be inadvisable to renominate 

you for membership on the Board. The members of the 

} 

Committee have discussed the matter informally with a 

number of the Trustees, and I feel confident that the 

Board will approve this action at the meeting on April 

22nd. The considerations which moved the Committee were 

those which we discussed when I saw you in Cambridge a 

month ago. 

With many regrets, I am 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
192 Brattle Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Yours sincerely, 
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1.lv dear qdelott81 

~ lnter ~ 70u ot April Sri. in 

the coateD of all t1ad ~ _14 all I had 

to .. , ... 110 I now 11111 cml1 aokDOllfle4ge 70V 

lettv ot the lnh. 
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE , PA 

PRESIDE.NT 'S OFFICE 

My dear Frankfurter: 

May 1, 1935. 

At the meeting of the members 

of the 

Study, 

'1 
Corporation, The Institute for Advanced 

;. 

on April 8th, the Committee on Nominations 

recommended only the re-election of Messrs. Straus 

and Flexner. This recommendation was unanimously 

adooted. I should like to express again my very 

great regret that this seemed to the Committee 

the o~ly possible course to take. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Professor Felix Frankfurter 
192 Brattle Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 
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I 

If¥ do'U' A;rdelot .er 

Th!Ulk .JOu tor 70ur Dot1f'lc rt'~ ion of tile l~t. 

To turD \0 a ple~~ter them~, l~t .e IOD­

grA.t.ulatl~ you v.'ll'm.ly on the selection of Professor Jennings. 

It would be. or course, ImpertiDant tor .~ t-o pretend to hav­

i.':..g an ind!:;pen-ient Judp.~ on his CO!lli)etence, but I1ccording 

to the J~'Dt of those #AO arc ~tltled to DaYe a junc-eut, 

it i s clear that. Tau kave sel~)ct,e4 .ot 0017 .. first rate ec1ent­

i81.. bat also one whu wUl bring the Ir1.clo...ieneas and bre dth 

uf view -.0 1fhlch OXfor d so wUIIlJ' ref~ polldB. 

Very EL'lcerely y ,)'ll' :; • 

. >recident Ji'r nk Ay'ielotte 
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