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Introduction

Abt 1-Qasim Isma‘ll b. ‘Abbad (b. 326/938, d. 385/995), the famous Buyid vizier
commonly named al-Sahib, is well known to have vigorously promoted the
teaching of Mu‘tazili theology throughout Buyid territories and beyond.! Like
the Mu‘tazila in general, he evidently was convinced that peaceful relations
among the various religious communities present under Buyid rule could only
be achieved on the basis of rational theology. If these communities accepted
the rationality of the fundamentals of all true religion, viz. the existence of
a single Creator God, His essential attributes of omnipotence, omniscience,
eternal life, His justice, the rationality of good and evil, and that God had
sent Messengers to various peoples with equally valid messages and laws, they
could all respect each other and compete in doing good as the Qur’an (5:48)
commanded them to do.

Al-Sahib Ibn ‘Abbad began composing major Mu‘tazili kalam treatises well
before his first appointment as vizier in 356/967 to the Buyid Mu’ayyid al-dawla
(r. 366/976—-373/983). He had been raised and educated as a Hanafi in religious
law and a Mu‘tazili in his creed. His first teacher was his father ‘Abbad b. ‘Abbas,
vizier of the Buiyid Rukn al-dawla (r. 329/940-366/976) from 323/935 until his
death in 335/946, who was himself a Mu‘tazili and author of a (now lost) work
in support of Mu‘tazili doctrine. Not long after his father’s death, al-Sahib as
a teenager was employed and trained in the literary culture of the secretarial
class by Abu I-Fadl Muhammad b. al-Husayn Ibn al-‘Amid, his father’s successor
as vizier of Rukn al-dawla in Rayy. In 346/958, when he was twenty, Ibn al-Amid
sent him as official scribe to accompany Rukn al-dawla’s son Mu’ayyid al-dawla
to Baghdad, where he stayed several years and became acquainted with the
prominent scholars and dignitaries of the ‘Abbasid capital. During his stay he
must have met Abt ‘Abd Allah al-Basri (d. 369/980), then head of the Basran

1 For a recent biography of al-Sahib Ibn ‘Abbad see M. A. Pomerantz, “A Political Biography
of al-Sahib Isma‘il b. ‘Abbad (d. 385/995),” Journal of the American Oriental Society 134 (2014),
pp. 1-23; idem, Licit Magic and Divine Grace: The Life and Letters of al-Sahib ibn Abbad (d.
385/995), Leiden: Brill, 2017; see also Erez Naaman, Literature and Literary People at the Court
of Al-Sahib Ibn Abbad, PhD dissertation Harvard University, 2009, pp. 5 ff. These studies touch
Ibn ‘Abbad’s religious policy only marginally. For a bibliography of primary and secondary
sources on al-Sahib b. ‘Abbad, including studies mostly in Arabic and Persian, and a list of his
works with extant manuscripts, see Muhammad Rida Zadhash, “Kitabshinasi-ha-yi mawdaT:
Rahnama-yi mutala‘a-yi dar-bara-yi Sahib b. ‘Abbad Isfahani (326—385 H),” Nuskha-yi pazhiih:
A Collection of Essays and Articles on Manuscript Studies and Related Subjects 2 (1384/2005),
pp- 333—380.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2017 DOI: 10.1163/9789004323735_002



2 INTRODUCTION

school of the Mu‘tazila, and presumably joined his large teaching circle.? It
was most likely during that time that he composed the longer one of the two
Mu‘tazili texts whose fragments are published in the present volume.

In it he demonstrated his competence in Mu‘tazili kalam scholarship by
presenting a comprehensive introduction to Basran school doctrine on the
five principles of the Mu‘tazila. He exposed in particular the teaching of Abu
Hashim al-Jubba’1 (d. 322/933) which was also advocated by Abu ‘Abd Allah al-
Basri and after which the school was commonly called the Bahshamiyya. His
work, written in al-Sahib’s flawless Arabic chancery style, must have impressed
his teacher and student colleagues, especially as Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Basri, al-
though a great teacher with many admiring pupils, never produced any sub-
stantial written work.

After his mission to Baghdad, al-Sahib returned to Rayy into the service of
Abit 1-Fadl Ibn al-‘Amid. There was no occasion then for him to write Mu‘tazili
kalam treatises since his master did not favor Mu‘tazili theology or associate
with other religious scholars, but rather attracted philosophers and scholars of
the Greek sciences to his court and engaged with them.? As a Mu‘tazili, al-Sahib
never had much sympathy for the philosophers whose God was a necessary
and necessitating first Cause of the universe, not a freely choosing Creator, and
who held that messenger prophets were required only by the ignorant masses,
not by the intellectual elite of Aristotelian philosophers. His situation did not
change much when Abu 1-Fadl in 356/967 appointed him vizier to the Bayid
crown prince Mu’ayyid al-dawla in Isfahan, for Abu 1-Fadl as vizier of Mu’ayyid
al-dawla’s father Rukn al-dawla still directed Buyid state policy on education.
When Abu I-Fadl died in 360/970, Rukn al-dawla appointed his son Abu l-
Fath Ibn al-‘Amid to his powerful position. Only after Rukn al-dawla’s death in
366/976 and Mu’ayyid al-dawla’s succession to the rule in Rayy, could al-Sahib
as the new Buyid ruler’s vizier attempt to implement his policy of promoting
Mu'‘tazili religious education.

In 367/977 al-Sahib Ibn ‘Abbad appointed ‘Abd al-Jabbar b. Ahmad al-Hama-
danial-Asadabadi (b. 324/935, d. 415/1025) gadi l-qudat, chief judge in Bayid ter-
ritories. Originally an Ash‘ari theologian, ‘Abd al-Jabbar had joined the Mu‘ta-
zila as a young man and eventually become a pupil of Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Basri
in Baghdad, though probably at a later date than al-Sahib. After the death of
Abt ‘Abd Allah in 369/980, he soon came to be recognized as the new head of

2 On him, see G. Schwarb, “Abt ‘Abdallah al-Basri,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. Three, Leiden:
Brill, 2011, fasc. 2011—2013, pp. 3-5.
3 See Pomerantz, “Political Biography,” pp. 7{.
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the Bahshamiyya. Al-Sahib must have known him while vizier in Isfahan, if not
personally, by his reputation as a lecturer and prolific writer on Mu‘tazili the-
ology. He expected him to continue his teaching and writing activity as chief
judge in Rayy, now with the official backing of the Bayid government. The
second, shorter text published in this volume consists of two fragments of a
commentary by ‘Abd al-Jabbar on a summary of Abai Hashim al-JubbaTs the-
ological teaching, especially in his Kitab al-Jami', by al-Sahib. ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s
authorship of the commentary is indicated by a reference to his Kitab al-Man*
wa-l-tamanu‘ (cf. p. 93 [V¥]).* The summary was most likely written by the
vizier at the time of his appointment of ‘Abd al-Jabbar, whom he requested to
write a commentary on it for use in ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s teaching activity in Rayy. It
is uncertain how much of the original text has been preserved, but the extant
portions—extensive sections which presumably belonged to a chapter on sub-
stances (possibly entitled bab al-jawahir), followed by a chapter on accidents
(bab al-a‘rad) and the beginning of the chapter on colours (bab al-alwan)—
suggest that the work was primarily if not exclusively concerned with natural
philosophy.®

In order to highlight the outstanding part assigned to the chief judge ‘Abd
al-Jabbar in al-Sahib’s policy of promoting rationalist religious education for
the sake of social harmony and welfare among all people under Buyid rule, al-
Sahib granted him the honorific title Tmad al-Din, “Pillar of the Faith.” It was
the first time that such a title composed with al-Din—in later ages widespread
in Islam—was given to a religious scholar. The title evidently was formed in
analogy to the titles composed with the term al-Dawla, the reign, which were
given in the Buyid age mostly, though not exclusively, to princes of the Biayid
family. These titles were granted by the ‘Abbasid caliph and used by the caliphal
chancery. Al-Sahib obviously was aware that he could not expect the caliph to
grant an honorary title to a Mu‘tazili scholar, and it was his chancery in Rayy
which was to employ the title to address the Mu‘tazili chief judge.

4 The work is partially preserved in manuscript. Cf. S. Schmidtke, “Mu‘tazili Manuscripts in
the Abraham Firkovitch Collection, St. Petersburg. A Descriptive Catalogue,” A Common
Rationality. Mu‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism. Eds. C. Adang, S. Schmidtke and D. Sklare,
Wiirzburg: Ergon, 2007, pp. 444f. nos. 26 and 27.

5 Most but not all of the issues dealt with in this work are also addressed in later works
concerned with natural philosophy, albeit often in a different manner. Significant differences
can also be observed in the structure of this work as against those of two later authors: Ibn
Mattawayh, al-Tadhkira fi ahkam al-jawahir wa-l-a‘rad, ed. D. Gimaret, 2 vols, Cairo: Institut
frangais d’ archéologie orientale, 2009, vol. 2, pp. 560ff.; al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Sharh Uyan al-
masa’il (manuscript), Qism 10.
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Later probably al-Sahib granted the title Rukn al-Din, “Cornerstone of the
Faith,” to another Mu‘tazili scholar, Aba Tahir al-Turaythithi. Rukn al-Din al-
Turaythithi was a native of Turaythith, Turayshith in Persian, a region in the
mountains south of Nishapur, and thus was active outside Buyid territory
under Samanid government. He is known as the author of a voluminous Kitab
Mutashabih al-Qur'an on the ambiguous verses of the Qur'an from the Mu‘tazili
point of view.® Al-Turaythithi represented an eastern school of Mu‘tazili
thought based on the teaching of Abu Zayd al-Balkhi (d. 322/934) and Abu I-
Qasim al-Balkhi al-Kabi (d. 319/931), distinct from Bahshami school doctrine,
and his interpretations of the mutashabihat often differed from those of ‘Abd
al-Jabbar.

After the Buyid age, the Muslim world as a whole took a decisively anti-
rationalist turn. In Sunni Islam, Mu‘tazili theology was officially denounced
as heretical, Mu‘tazili books were burnt and Mu‘tazili teaching outlawed and
eventually suppressed. Some Mu‘tazili works have been preserved among the
Imami, and especially the Zaydi Shi‘a, but the treatises of al-Sahib Ibn ‘Abbad
and ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s commentary edited in this volume are not among them.
The manuscripts on which the edition is based come from Cairo Geniza store
rooms. They consisted of two manuscripts for each of the two texts—testimony
to the impact of al-Sahib’s education policy on the contemporaneous Jewish
community in Cairo. The long treatise of al-Sahib of ca. 350/960 appears to
be the earliest Mu‘tazili work preserved among the Jewish community. No
earlier Mu‘tazili text has so far been identified in Geniza literature. After al-
Sahib’s treatise, numerous works by ‘Abd al-Jabbar” and his pupils including the
reformer Abt I-Husayn al-Basri (d. 436/1044-1045)8 as well as works by Imami

6 An edition of the work has recently been published by ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Salimi, Mutashabih
al-Quran li-Rukn al-Din Abi Tahir al-Turaythithi, tahqiq wa-dirasa D. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sulay-
man al-Salimi, Cairo: Ma‘had al-makhtatat al-arabiyya, 1436/2015. On Turaythithi, see also
Hasan Ansari, “Tuhfa-yi giran qadr az Kashmar Turshiz,” Kitab-i mah-i din 102/103 (1387/2007),
pp- 49-56.

7 See, e.g, Nukat al-Kitab al-Mughni. A Recension of ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhan’s (d. 415/1025)
al-Mughnifi abwab al-tawhid wa-I-‘adl: Al-Kalam fi [-tawlid. Al-Kalam fi [-istita‘a. Al-Kalam fi [
taklif: Al-Kalam fi [-nazar wa-l-ma‘arif. The extant parts introduced and edited by O. Hamdan
and S. Schmidtke. Beirut: Deutsches Orient Institut, 1433/2012.—0. Hamdan and G. Schwarb
are currently preparing an edition of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s al-Kitab al-Muhit on the basis of Geniza
fragments which is otherwise only preserved in the recension of the latter’s student Ibn
Mattawayh.

8 Abul-Husayn al-Basri, Tasaffuh al-adilla. The extant parts introduced and edited by W. Made-
lung and S. Schmidtke, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2006.
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scholars backing Mu‘tazili theology beginning with the Sharif al-Murtada (b.
355/965, d. 436/1044)° have been found in the Genizas. However, no Mu‘ta-
zili theological works dating from after the early fifth/eleventh century have
been preserved there. Among the majority Rabbinite Jewish community, little
interest in Mu‘tazili thought remained after the teaching of Moses Maimonides
(b. 531/1136, d. 601/1204), who espoused Greek philosophy as developed by the
Muslim philosophers and depreciated Mu‘tazili kalam theology. Among the
Karaites, the impact of Mu‘tazili theology has lasted until the present, but
after the Buyid age it was further developed exclusively within the commu-
nity.

In the biographical literature the following titles of theological works by al-
Sahib Ibn ‘Abbad are mentioned:

1. K. Mukhtasar asma’ Allah wa-sifatih (alternative titles: K. Asma’ Allah wa-
sifatih; Sharh al-asma’ al-husna);™°

. K. Nahj al-sabil fi l-usul;t

. K al-Tadhkira fi l-usul al-khamsa;?

. Risala fi l-Ibana ‘an madhhab ahl al-‘adl bi-hujaj al-Qurian wa-l-‘aql;'3

. K al-Qada@ wa-l-qadar;**

. Risala fi [-Hidaya wa-l-dalala.'s

UL A W N

9 See the contributions by W. Madelung, S. Schmidtke and G. Schwarb in Jewish and Chris-
tian reception(s) of Muslim Theology = Intellectual History of the Islamicate World 2 (2014),
with further references.

10 See Aghé Buzurg al-Tihrani, al-Dharta ila tasanif al-shi‘a, Beirut, Dar al-adwa’, 1403/1983,
vol. 2, p. 64 no. 261; vol. 13, p. 88; Mu§am al-turath al-kalami: Mu§jam yatanawalu dhikr
asma’ al-mwallafat al-kalamiyya (al-makhtutat wa-l-matbu‘at) ‘abra l-quran wa-l-makta-
bat allatt tatawaffaru fiha nusakhuha, ta’lif al-Lajna al-ilmiyya fi Mu’assasat al-Imam al-
Sadiq, ishraf Ja‘far al-Subhani, Qum 1423[/2002—2003], vol. 1, p. 276 no. 1025.

11 See Dharia, vol. 24, p. 418 no. 2192 (Nahj al-sabil fi ibtal al-tafdil); Mujam al-turath al-
kalamt, vol. 5, p. 426 f. no. 12331

12 Edited by Muhammad Hasan Al Yasin in Nafd’s al-makhtitat, Baghdad, Matba‘at al-
Ma‘arif, 1373/1954, vol. 2, pp. 87—95. See also Dharia, vol. 4, pp. 21f. no. 72; vol. 1, pp. 56 f.
no. 288; Mujjam al-turath al-kalamt, vol. 2, p. 215 no. 3471.

13 Edited by Muhammad Hasan Al Yasin in Naf@’is al-makhtitat, Baghdad, Manshirat Mak-
tabat al-Nahda, 1373/1954 [1383/19632%], vol. 1, pp. 7—30.

14  See Dharia, vol. 17, p. 145 no. 757; Mu§jam al-turath al-kalam, vol. 4, p. 451 no. 9668.

15  Edited by Husayn ‘Ali Mahfaz, Tehran, Matba‘at al-Haydar, 1955.
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A didactic theological poem, Qasida fi usil al-din, with a commentary by
the Zaydi Qadi Ja‘far b. Abi Yahya has been published by Muhammad Hasan Al
Yasin.16

Of these titles, no. 2 Kitab Nahj al-sabil fi l-usul seems to suit the longer
text edited here best. The treatise provides progressive explanation of Mu‘tazili
theology beginning with the four preliminary claims (da‘awr) in the proof of
the existence of God. The extant fragments do not go beyond the Mu‘tazili
principle of the Unicity of God (tawhid). References to later chapters on divine
justice (bab al-‘adl) and on man’s ability (bab al-istita‘a) (Fragment xx11, cf.
p- 8o [1+]) indicate, however, that the book dealt comprehensively with all the
principles of Mu‘tazili theology.

For the second text of al-Sahib, no suitable title has so far been found in the
biographical literature. ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s commentary also is not mentioned in
any list of works by the latter. The Firkovitch collections hold another fragment
which may well be part of the same text by al-Sahib, again with a commentary
by ‘Abd al-Jabbar (MS RNL YA I 3114, Hebrew script, consisting of 33 fols
with 14/19 lines to a page)—each lemma (masuala/ fasl/bab) is introduced by
“gala” (as against “gala al-Sahib” in the two fragments edited in this volume)
while the commentary sections are again opened by “ilam.” Throughout the
commentary, the latest authorities mentioned are Abt Ishaq b. ‘Ayyash (f. 222)
and shaykhuna Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Basri (ff. 20P, 31P). As is the case with the
fragments published in the present volume, the commentator refers to the text
he comments upon as “al-kitab” (f. 82). The fragment contains large portions of
what appears to be a chapter on volition and aversion (possibly entitled bab al-
iradawa-l-karaha), followed by the beginning of the next chapter on moistness
and dryness, titled bab al-rutiba wa-l-yubiisa. The text contains a reference to
an earlier discussion on colours (f. 28), and the beginnings of the bab al-alwan
arein factincluded in the present volume. The lemmata from al-Sahib’s original
text as preserved in the otherwise heavily damaged fragment read as follows:

0355 o G s Job 4y 280355 I G0 Job LI 01552 5 S5 A L
e 3350 6 2 6 dnty SO 0 o0 4 1) 01 0T S e Ve 6l Y]
IV Qs 51y 5L sl 0,5 0F ol 3 s Jndl 3] 5 2 08

(1) o bl S L 3 Yy U iaize o

16 Sharh Qasidat al-Sahib Ibn Abbad fi usil al-din, ta’lif al-Qadt Jafar b. Ahmad al-Buhlult
al-Yamani al-Mu'‘tazili, edited by Muhammad Hasan Al Yasin, Baghdad, al-Maktaba al-
Ahliyya, 1967.
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The edition of the longer text, the Kitab Nahj al-sabil fil-usul as it seems, is based
on the following two manuscripts, belonging to the Abraham Firkovitch col-
lection housed at the National Library of Russia, Saint Petersburg, both written
in Hebrew characters. As is typical for any Geniza material, both manuscripts
are preserved in fragmentary form, in an order that does not correspond to the
original sequence of the text and with frequent gaps in the text between the
fragments:1”

A) RNL YA I 3106 (= Institute of Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts at the
National Library of Israel, Jerusalem [= IMHM], microfilm no. 57258) (identified
in the annotation by T), consisting of 28 folios. The upper side of all leaves is
heavily damaged so that the original size of the leaves (ca. 14x19? cm) as well
as the total number of lines on each page (varying apparently between 24 to 26)
can only be estimated. The manuscript consists of single leaves (fols. 1, 2, 3, 4),
followed by four quires. The original size of each quire cannot be determined as
in between there are additional isolated leaves and the number of leaves in the
four quires varies. The first “quire” consists of four leaves (fols. 5-8), followed by
two isolated leaves (fols. 9, 10). The next “quire” consists six leaves (fols. 10-15),
followed by an isolated leaf (fol. 16) that is in its proper location as the text
of fol. 15 continues on fol. 16. It is followed by an incomplete “quire” of five

17 We wish to express our thanks to the authorities of the Russian National Library, St. Peters-
burg, for granting us liberal access to the manuscripts of the Firkovitch Collection for
research and permitting the publication of manuscript material in edition and facsimile.
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leaves (fols. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21), with an additional isolated leaf following upon it
(fol. 22). The last “quire” consists of the six last leaves of the fragment (fols. 23—
28).

B) RNL YA II 1224.3 (= IMHM, microfilm no. 67838) (identified in the anno-
tation by ), ca. 14,5x18,5 cm, consisting of 83 folios with 15-18 lines to a page.
The manuscript consists of single leaves (fols. 9, 22, 23, 28, 39, 44, 63, 79), bifo-
lios (fols. 1-2, 3—4, 5-6, 7-8, 1110 [sic], 12—13, 14-15, 1617, 25-24 [sic], 26—27,
29-30, 31-32, 40—41, 42—43, 61-62, 64—65, 66-67, 77-78, 8081, 82—83), quires of
four leaves (fols. 1821, 45—48, 57-60), a quire of six leaves (fols. 33—38), a quire
of eight leaves (fols. 49—56), and a “quire” of nine leaves (fols. 68—76, the last leaf
at the end of the quire being missing). The manuscript has two types of correc-
tions, one evidently by the scribe himself (same ink, corrections within the line
as arule) and the second presumably by some later reader (different ink, more
brownish instead of black of the original hand; different hand as far as can be
told from the very few instances). Twice a marginal correction is introduced by
73R'2 signaling that what is meant is that a specific word from within the line
is written (following the stated formula) again in a clearer manner. Through-
out the entire manuscript, the scribe often added vocalization marks in cases
of doubt.

MS A was evidently copied from MS B, as is suggested by identical errors in
both copies of the text, the only difference between the two being the omission
of formulas of blessing following the personal names of Muslim theologians
in MS A, as against MS B where these are still found. In numerous instances
where the text breaks off in MS B, it continues in MS A. However, because of
the heavy damage of Ms A, no publishable text of these continuations could be
established.’® Ms 4, fols. 24—28, also contains a significant portion which has
no equivalent in Ms B and has not been included in the present edition due to
the heavy damages of these leaves. Moreover, Ms B, fols. 33—38 have not been
included in the present edition; the lower half of the entire quire is torn off and
the text (which is not preserved in Ms A) is damaged beyond repair. The quire
contains two chapter headings:

(134) 3cnze Vo 313121 316w, 2 o 3 L
555 08 0l saly STy Jadl o e Ce3R1 [ 1 057 01 3 Jod]
(536) oarls s Lol (3

18  These continuations are indicated in the edition as [...] or ...
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The fragments that have been included in the present edition are based on
the following portions of the two manuscripts:

Fragment Ms B MS A

I fols. 49-56 —

II fols. 5-6 —

11 fols. 3, 42, 80-81 —

v fols. 43, 4 —

v fol. 28 —

VI fol. 39 fol. 5 (text continues on fols. 5°—8)

VII fol. 61 —

VIII fol. 62 —

IX fols. 7, 11,18-21, 10

X fol. 25 —

XI fol. 24 —

XI1 fol. 31, 32 fol. 1-2

XIIT fol. 66

XIV fol. 67

XV fols. 12, 16, 57-60, 17,13 fols. 9—12, 3,13

XVI fol. 64 —

XVII fols. 65, 40-41 —

XVIII fols. 23, 79, 29, 45-48, 30, 44 fols. 23, 17-20? (text continues on fol. 20°)

XIX fol. 63 fol. 212 (some text prior to Ms B, fol. 63 is
preserved on Ms A, fol. 212)

XX fols. 1, 2627, 2, 77 fols. 22, 4

XXTI fols. 78, 9 —

XXI1 fols. 6876, 22, 14, 82 —

XXIII fols. 83, 15 —

The edition of the shorter text with a commentary by ‘Abd al-Jabbar is based
on the following two manuscripts:

C) T-S Ar. 12.10 (Cambridge University Library) (identified in the annotation
by £)).19 The manuscript is written in Hebrew characters and consists of seven

19  We thank Maurice Pomerantz for having drawn our attention to this manuscript. The
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leaves with 19 lines to a page covering some of the text that is to be found in
the second quire (fols. 11-18) of MS F. It consists of three bifolios and one single
leaf. The leaves have been refoliated in the present publication reflecting the
correct arrangement of the physical units of the fragment.

F) RNL Arab. 264 (identified in the annotation by 2).2° The manuscript
is written in Arabic characters and contains 18 leaves with 15 lines to a page.
There is one bifolio (fols. 1-2) and two quires of eight leaves (fols. 3—10, 11-18).
The text is interrupted following fols. 1 and 2 and again at the end of the first
quire (fol. 10), and the upper outer margin of the fragment is heavily damaged
throughout. The correct order of the text is as follows:2!

1-3-4-5-6 9 7-8-9-10-2 || 1-12-13-14 X) 15-16-17-18

Conjectural emendations of lost words or phrases that have been lost due to
damage are given in square bracket ([ ]). Additions by the editors are enclosed
in caret brackets (( }).

fragment is briefly described in H. Ben-Shammai, “A Note on Some Karaite Copies of
Mu‘tazilite Writings,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 37 (1974),
pp. 303 f.—We wish to express our thanks to the authorities of the Cambridge University
Library for granting us liberal access to the manuscript and permitting the publication of
its edition and in facsimile.

20  Foradescription of the fragment, see also Schmidtke, “Mu‘tazili Manuscripts,” pp. 412—415
no. 9.

21 ) indicates the middle of a quire, remnants of the original binding are still visible. ||
indicates an interruption of the text.
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MS RNL YA I 3114, fols. 13b-14a
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‘Abd al-Jabbar b. Ahmad al-Hamadani
4,6

Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Basri 1, 2,6
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19
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