
/BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

MAYER

Facilities

Biographical

Telegram Bailey to Aydelotte regarding purchase or new
hous e :fmx by Mayers.

See Source.

FA (Elsa Jenkins) 3/19/51. File No.4.
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1930-1945 •

B ILDING A GROUNDS Facllltle

For muoh detall on Olden Manor, 69 Alexander treet, nd land ee
!reotor's rll Aydelotte, 1930-1945, .durl the Aydelotte reglme.

D Flla, Ay elotte, r r~ 1 3 -1945
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1930-1955

jUUdin s nd GrolAll 8

Rou ing

For r; ther detailed
both hou 1n Fuld H 1 tho
Her'8 H. SlI, 1930-1955.

F cU1t1es

d f II d1 au ion of ch ges nd n gott tions in
u le ntnl bu1la1nas, see Directors' files for

D FUes, rbert H. s, 193 1 55
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1931-32

( WI £IOUlirnS) 01 s

e b r - J l'

for

1'. to
• t 0

tel') •

c. 17, 1931 .e
v l' it,. 10 •

I -12

In er 1 1 It t it••
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1931-1932

AUII.DI ~ AND GROUNDS -acHltie
~ ca.;fr .,.,;.;".....

A brief res_. Berger chos the Committee with belt!
from F1exner. Bamberger's nominees: Maa s, Ay elotte •

• S. Bamberger Flexner. Plexner's w reo aa88. ydelotte,
Weed, • • Bamberger. Bamber er cho e aaas as vhairman.
Co ttee appoInted 11/5/31. irst e tl was on Uecemb r 7. 1931,
for two an~ one-half hours. Pres nt were all the embers and
Louis amber er and F1exner. They decIde that the ec etary
sho(J1d wrIt • mbers of faculties of various Institutions
giu the general i ea of the 1 t tut and aski zma for
s estlons on sIte, facilitle, eto.

On Deoember 9, 1931, E. ~. Bamberger sent to Flexner a
p with circle drawn around ~outh Orange with 10-mile radius.

A point in disoussion bad apparently been dlst ce from
South Orange, and amberger noted the distance from 35 to
40 miles to rrinoeton by road. The letter sent out was
a proved by M ass. The list of ad r ssees I in th fil.

n 'ebru y 28 th re was a meeti of the Oommittee near
rlnoeton, to wbloh on j,'lexner' advlc, Veblen was invited

I ~,•

• > ,"~ ",
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sinoe be kn." the ground. I-re.~tion wa that Flexner ha
talked to the founders at Phoenix. Arizona.

The oonferenoe wa. between Lei esdorf. aaa.. 1 xn r,
Veblen and E. • B berger.

See letter
Maaas sug Bted
importance.

File IV-12

in file. partioularly Hans Zinaaer'a
should be sent to the fou erB beoaua

hioh
of its
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1931 9/26

BUILDINGS AND GRCUNDS Facilities

GENERAL Acadelll1c Personnel

Dr. nemer reported in partt

"In course ot t1Jlloe. the buildings IU1" be so conoeived end executed as to facili­
tate intereour.. ot this type. I have in m1nd the evolution that in the procells ot
oenturies has taken place at All Souls College, Cllttor4. whare. &II in the proposed Inllti­
tute. there are no undergs'ad te e ude ts, and hN z:c,;:b a:t9" .oed student and the elder
Fellows Uve under idee! conditionll

i
whether lor tl eir individual work er for collaboration

and co~peration. 0 one plann a1 thill. It gr :or up bileaune scholar w re lett tree to
work out their oom salva~ion. It ot be 1J:dtated 0 taken overJ but it is there, as
evidence that e thing 0 be or.e, it the ce i, .ot tore d and it the hand ot the
executive and a 1et ator to }ell but lightly tha gr ,wing organi/llll. There ill a school
ot math tiell. let UlI S , 11& e of th ticiansl but the II&thematicians will lunch.
Doke, chat. walk, or plq goU with the Pb;ytlic1etsl can arJi posllible tOl'lll of or anization
give the taldbilit7, int 07. the 1nt011ll&,o.ity, the st1lllulua thus attainable? 0
'director' or 'de ental head' or 'executive' n cia to vorry for tear that independent
or water-tight groupll, ignorlllt of e another, will tora or not fora. It thelpirit ot
learning animat.. the Inlltitute - and without that there ill no r allon tor itll existence ­
JIIIIn will ta1Ic together and work together, bec uae the7 Uve together. haTe their recreation
together, Jlleet on the ll&IIle humane IIOCial level, and have a single goal."

Vol. I, l~o. 4, Report appended to Minutes 10/13/31, pp. 10.
~ ..... .".,:'
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1931

BUILDI S AND G UNm Faoil1t1es

IX 10/13

D1reotor stressld importanoe o~ de01s1on on S1te I. A. S.
Pr s1dent asked to app01nt a 00 ittee. Announoed t
meet1 1/11/32. Masss Cba1rm • Aydelotte. Edgar Bamberger.
Weed, D1r otor ~-ott1010.

Trustees Minutes, 10/13/31
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1931

POLl

12/20

jeta:ln1.t Uo

GmIl.lL 40 ell

Dllf.l ill e

Letter 1.. A. _,.,1' • 12/ /31

wan~d 0 t....-.u.t1.... • In .tlldel~

tor 'ClWlAlJ'
1JV9<UW 11

j
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"stUl, I 11:_ uper1ean that
k1D4, or le... 'J'bentore I :IJlIII~.

central 1Dn1tut1on tar Icaiu • 0
Athe e at calttom1& Iutituta ot
the D lIho OaN for it, ~ tor
c--uo ot IIOholar aw en iceo. It. 11' nd
it I ente •• The tore, I oaualn4

Vol. 1, a!)plI t 1U/3 (Ii oJ :::'"lU1Oe' 1 V il. 1
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1932-1940

~UI[J)IN AND QUI,8 Fac1litlell

or so e early correspondence on th loen ract and on
the plan to bull In Univer Ity roundll, see these tlles.
Mo of the mater1al Is covere elsewh reo
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1932

BUI I lG

V LEN. O.

MAASS, B. H.

'PLEXNl: • A.

GR U S (SITE) Facuitiea

io aphical

2/20

Flexn r to naa. ebruary 20. 1932.

"I have youra of th ninete nth with a ooy ot your letter
trom Mr. 'dgar Bambar ere I wonder w ther ~. Bamberger
il reall tamili with th real eatate about Princeton,
inaamuch I tound in motori abo t With ofealor Veblen
that Princet n Univ rlity had here and there aoquired tracta
Which now Itill lo~k like open count • In th abaence or
the real eBtate a ent. the ideal arrangement might be to get
Profelsor Veblen to go with us. but Proteaaor Vebl n is now
on the way tr t Pacific Coaat to Princeton. toough I think
it likely that he will be in Princeton on t t day. Aa I have
tak n him into ~ confidence in reference to aD1 t a. I
would au geat that! it he ia in trineeton on the 28th. we ask him to

o with UI. His d Boret10n 1a abaolut 1y to be trusted.

f ,
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"In anJ event, Mr. Le1deador! an I 111, unlea you
hear tro3 Mr. Le1desdort to the contrary, be at the fr1nceton
Inn arly. uno ay orn1ng, February 28. It

-12
..:~ ','
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1932 3/1

8 AND GROUNDS Faoil1tie.

FLEXNE ,A. Biographical

Flexner to Ba berger, Maroh 1, 1932.

The lalt weekend, Leideldorf, Edgar B~erger an
MaUl drove around the country in Prinoeton. °rbsy d cid d
th re wu plenty of nd and it wu very a••t. beautiful, and
beoause of the libra in the University. an id al site.
It. aooeslibility to ew York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and
Walhington i. odl -However, we Ihall have no m eti of the
Committee on 81te until you and Hr • Fuld return, for we
hall do nothi at all Without your knowledge and conourrence."

D, Bmab rger, LJui , 1930-1936
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1932 3/12

/
F • A.

FaoUlt lea

Bl0 raphlcal

KFURT • •

Flexn r to ankturt •

C 1tt e on ite appealed to 40 or SO oholars for
suggestlon. Replles emp sized fr edom of t OU t, speeoh,
aotlon; abseno of pressure; full-time salaries wlth adequate
retire ent ~ provlsions.

WILIUL.Lurter 1

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1 6/

1 A

8

1 10 1• •

•,

1 0 •
e 1 ror 1 1

• r •

v-

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1 )

• •

•
•

tIMl...

•

.._1~...

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



!J'lIi . •

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1933

,lBJILDIN08 &< GROUNDS

FLu,UIil(, A.

VE I, O.

Flexnlr to Vlblen (Princ. Un1T.)r

•••

Fao1l1ti..

Biographioal

51ll

"1 .hould th1nlc F1nley an uoellent oholci for the oClllDl1ttee you have in 1II1.nd,
but thl matter 18 not 0 whioh 1 JI11Ielf oan pursue.

"Hr•• Balli,. 1. plamdng to DlOve thll offioe to Princeton May lB. Thereafter,
our addres. will bl 20 Nas.au Streit.

"1 1cnalr of no partioular lI..eage which WI oan sind to WlIyl at thi. t:l.me.
Plrhlp, you have sanething in mind 1lhloh does not ooour to I."

FUe IV-21
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1933

" WILDING &< GROUNDS

l"llt:x:ner to V.blltn I

...

FacUitie.

5/29

"We moved to Princ.ton Thurllday. I wall 1I0rry to have jUllt millsed Levi-Oivita.
I have lIe.n thlt Lefllchetsee and Eill.nhartl!l and Alltxandera and Ladenburge. The offic••
are very neat and cClll!ortable I quite adeqUllte to our purpollell. Their lIimplicity as
compared with the beauty of Fin Hall puts thll Director in a lIubor~e poll1tion ­
where he properly belongll'"

•••

FU. IV-2l

',.

'.
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1934 3/27
4/12

ILDING AND GROUNDS Facilit1es

F'W E. A. Biographical

I.E • o.

lexn r to Veblen. March 7. 1934.

"I oontinue rrom time to time to turn over in t
que tlon of site to w icb you hav repeatedly allu
asks tor a e orand in black nd white w t ror.
real e t te l'lay be ~or of an encumbr nee than a elp.
1I loom s reduct on of th i"eas to writing.

Veblen to Flexner, April 12, 19)4.

o put it aown in writing:

" be(1) I hope th t t Institute wi l/pe
learning (italics mine)."

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
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He quotes Mr. H. H. A. Newman of Jo~' College,
Cambrid e in a statem t years 0 about hi own university:
"It seen in e.lt18 tence as a I; eat of le nin for a very
10 time. There ve been period. in nich learni s
not occupie its seat, but tna seat s alWay been there
and learning is generally r turned 1n the course of time. A

Veblen pleads for 11 permanent an visible locus

I portant to the perpetuation of the pusposes of the
1n the lon future.

s
titute

J

(2) Wea re all agreed it is very de iraole t~ork in
clo coop ration with1he University. Well, We e also
a reed t t the Institute hould mainta~n it lnd pen ence.

e fears a confusion of t ~ titute with the eneral
conflioting urp es an interests in university, and he

I
thinks that the preservation of the independence of the
Institute with the aid 0 site and buI1d1 is import nt.

of e Institute
(3) He tIllite th:lt t e plant/sh ld be mar t t of

the U i ersity.
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T 1s 1s to~ promote the ood re t10nsh1p between the
two 1nstitut10ns.

(4) It is ent1rely probabl~t t Prim etot)Wlll becomo
the aite of a group of oultuI' inst1tutions, muoh as Ox1'or'd
is a group of oolleges. It wlll be a eci e advantage to be
at t oenter of this group rather toan on the peripher,y.

(5) Th oonsid e1 tions s tat above lead to the
conolusion th t the !nstitute should have if pos 1ble a large
plot of land. It ld e a lI11stake to get too small a

\ pieoe. You hardly could get too larg a p1eoe. All un1v r8i 8,
inoluding all tn Oxfor colle e., hav made th m1stake
of getti too emaIl plots.

(6) It i. up to any instituti n whioh settles in a
plaoe like r1no ton to con ributtl to the am nities of the
plaoe. A large enou plot or land 00 d a1d in t
aoooll1011 hm nt of this by eeping way "object1onalle
1ntruder•• It

(7) All of the considerat1ons hold good, no matter what

, '
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subjeots ~he Institute is gping to develo , or how it's going

I
to develop them. How ver, he raises the que tion, what hall
be the fir t buildi the Institute should erect or raove
into in case there's a ita e buildlng alrell.dy on th slte.

e thinks th Institute ahoula have sooner or 1 ter a
re i entlal center alo oua to Oxford Colle without the
onaatic ackground. a tlunka the first step probably ou ht

to b e ao tning analo, ua to the Athen Wll at Pasa n,
arnack dOU a in B rlin, the hodes Heu e in xford, iwludi

a resi ence for t e irector, Olll8t i in t e w '1 of club
roo or meeti place for moers of th ~nstitute, and. if
pos lble. a cer ain additional a ount of residantial aeCOlill odation.
It sno.u.d a r oognized sooiaJ, nucleus for the Institute.

(8) Th otual workin qu t r of t different sohools
m1 t, Ln sane cases, be located right on the Unive aity
c-mpus, in oontiguity to the appropriate dep tment of the

t University, an that in other cases, it wOlld be posdble
to have workl uarterll on the nstitute's own territory.
"But this tte I regard a not affeoting the question of
site v ry seri sly, becaua the site Ilhould be adequate to
take caroB of compl tel,. the Institut 'a enterprises in oa a

•
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at
clroumstances/some time In the future should mal<: It
deslrable to do so."

(9) ADout Flna Hall. It la now full; therefore, any
ubstantlal Increa. in the 01001 of Math tlcs, or the

these faoillties for ttleoretic 1 phys los, wol.l.1d tend to
~6r rowd it. The altuat on wIt rega to offices in -ina

1: t rare nlne offioes With fl replaoe a f teen
wlthout. The em nent m mb rs of the two staff all ha~e

separate offices. In addit on to thi , th instructors in
the University, a 8 t ntll in th r ti ut , a c ra1n
nUllib r of at onal e.. oh ellow v oftices w.aon L'.
s d it two or t e pe son. It is desirable th t our
asslstants have indlvidUal offlces for
their own work.

to I k an
(:10 It will e fea 1 le/n a 1tlon to th uart rs In

ine all tber by buil i an ad it10n to Palm r boratol'1
or1D aX Fin trall on t low I' al of t hill, or b
aklng ov r the Unlver ity Int'mary and replaclng It a

new hoapit in a more suitable looatlon. He tavors the
last p.oposal, sine t infirmary ould lend 1 se to the
purpos s w 11. H. suggests it m_ght b poss1bl to purchase

,
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J
the 1 and a buildi now WI d rar t he ~ lrrl'1rm • or
at least lease them for a long term.

(II) He mentl0 a obI til Which h aay .e have not
ha to f oe t Is year, but we i ht have to deal wIth it at
any moment's n~tioe; serious illn s on teart of one or

ore worker at the Institute. e su est thl ould e a
obIelll fo the ad1':l1nlstratlon of the nstitute. If the

Ix Instl tut 8,8 partlolpat s in the re laoe nt or the old
infirmary, it shot:l be sim Ie atter to ar an. e th t member
of the r tit te d th rlf!ht to. 1 sion to the IlIIW
hos i .1 on sl ilar terms •

•
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1934­
1935

PHINChTON U IVERSITY

SCHOOL 0 MATHEMATICS

/. I:DI n AND G 0

4/12
3/19

Relationa WOAI

Aoa emio Or anization

aoilities

'N, O. iographical

LEXf H, A.

ri~i Is Veblen to lexn on ohoo1 a Math matio and
'ine Hall. ~ iMportant. Indepenoence of I. • • stress d.

Did he believe that sOh~larship of I. • S. adv reely influenced
by raduate hool tmosphere?

Also V blen' reco, endation for buildin first co on
buildln~ I ke ~kKKt.. 4theneum t a aoena with sohools on
oampus near Univ raity. uilainp,s ap ropriate.

Letter filed in Vertical 11e un er "V tor V bIen.

T·'. A., 1/8/5$
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1934

.{BUILnD GS AND c,mms

Fr , , OSWAJD

FLll:INER I •

P'lexner to V b1en (Fine Ball, Pr:U1ceton) I

acUities

Biographical

4/13

•"ThanJc you for your vi e, tho tM, an TBry c ear letter of April 12th. I
have read it Ol~ once, but .l can 8ee that it will lve the Ccllllll1ttee on Buildings d

rolmd8 O1lleth. very eubetantu1 to meditate upon. I b T. the feelir. thPt t JI1ght

\

have looked lik. dilatory procedur ~ II re J.1Jr 11cIl' Otll" .u.n....8 to wor " .scir
n what m..u •ee· L1 \.he cour • of t1lll ltllticn ot overw e 1J orlanc.. 1 , all

brirl this lett r t:.o the attention of the Co tt c t he earliest posd Ie oo;JcrtlLI1ty.·

il«ot. in tUe.

File IV-19

,
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1934

VBUILDINOS AND GROUNDS

GENERAL

Facilitiell

Finance

10/2$

Flexner to Veblen (Fine Hall, Princeton) I Excerptll

"Since we parted ••••• I bave given SOl1le thought to the last worda you dropped,
nalQlllT, that we IIhould not 10lle thill del1.iht!ul time to wel.k: about with an eye to 81te,
buildings, etc. wnile I IIhould be d to bave a walle with TOU at arv time, I think it

I onlT tair to 1187 that I IIhould tind it d1!!1cult to get AnT enthuaia_ nOlI on the
question of site and buildings."

''We have an endowment fund 01' X dollars, which ;yields an incOllle ot I dollars. In
co on prudence ve are lIetting aside an annual reserve 01' Z dollars. IUD That leaves
a in 01' expenditure, with our present endowment, of Yainua Z dollars. It ve invest
part 01' I dollars (endoWllent) in buildings and grounds, ye d1JI1nish Y and Y mnus Z."

" .... lteanYhlle, rq ambition tor th Institute is to leave I1IIIthlllll&tics substant1all;r all
it ill, and to get a IIl1laH nucleua - it will have to be much smaller than the mathematic II
nucleus - in (1) econOlll1cs, and (2) the humanities. The three groups can, as Protellsor
Frankfurter pointed out, grow trom within all additional resources becOllle available."

"I shill surprise TOU b;r the Y1ll1n&ness and speed ot JlfT activity in the va:r ot
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uUding and grounds when ISO e Santa Claus drops into our treasul'1 the requisite f'undll."

File 1V-19
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...-oun.nr r.S AND ClROUNDS
FACULTY PARTICIPATION

,":tE', c.

Facilities

Jll.tI. 28

They have had another diBoueldon on blqing property and building of buildings and
w-lth Mr. Ma •

Flaxner worries about VeblenI.
and thinking ahou the building probl
was not too well.

It&t snts that he findrl M'!lll8lf ll&king up at night
• ~.~..that &3 Fins Hall was built.... Veblen

......

.~ve had a lot of experisnce in adlnin1Btrative ork and I !Il3de it long ago an
intlexibla rule not to spend mllOh tlme on emall things." He may have done some smUl
things wrongly but they did not get in the way of the big things.

"Don't look on this as a lay semon. I Talus you perhape more highly than you
have nsr been valued in ;your life. You are the real founder of the SChool of Mathematios.
Sinoe I interested 70u and Einlltein, you and tholle whCIII 70u have ullOo:l&ted with 7Ou, have
done ever;yth!ng all nearl;y as possibla in the waT ;you wish. You have ohosen TOur aSllooia~
TOU haw ohollen TOur studentl, TOU haw ohosen 7011' own methods of working. My part in

".
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IlAId.ng the SChool of Mathlllll&t1os what it is has been aJaoet negligible. What the future
will bring forth whether in respect to -7 lI1IOceeeor or your sucosssor, nobod;y knCllfS."

File IV-19
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.JDUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

PARTICIPATIVN IN .wuNISTRATICN

FacUitie.

Acadlllllic Personnel

1/31

VlELEf. AtD Sio ~hical

li'LlU!' , A.

V bl (Fine Hall, Prjnceton) to exner:

K. • • • 'e 110 ;1 not hell) t ga ch in Fine Hall by reducing our nUlllbers. The only
thingfi that ould help would be to red ce the qualit,.. U Oirac. alab. iegel,
War • Z8risrJ., ••• were replaced by en of 1 os conoequence the co 8stion would be l.ch
less erio

" 1h~t I 9.8 so v tr;yin to • the other cia,- vas. in eneral s.
ere17 that 0' problem is one ot d,-nlllrlcs rather than or statics and that th atore the

el_Clt or t e 18 highly iIlroortant.

"Ev thou I
so that I can Bay haw
all these queationa."

FUe IV-19

read lit or the bove to YOll aver the telepJ,one. 1. vUl send it
ch i aoprec1ate the kindly and considerate vq in which you handle
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PAR'l'ICIPATIO!l IN AIJofINI, TRATTON

VEBLEN. O.

• A.

FlU FORTER, F.

1'31~ l' • 0 ,..."'" .ff

Academ:l.c Personnel

Bio aphioal

3/2

Excerpts frOIll correspondence between Fle:xner and Veblen in File IV-19

see PARTICIPATION IN AOONI TRATrON - ademio Personnel
,.
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ILDINGS AND GROUNDS

PRI CETON UNIVERSITY

CHOOL OF' l'..AT »!ATlCS

ER

VEBLEN, O.

Veblen to Flexner.

3/19

Fac1lities

Relations WOAl

Aca ernic Organ1zation

Academic Personnel

BiograpMcal

t Flexnerls invitation Veblen ha. re-re his 1 t er
of April 12, 1934 on .pace. Make the following point :

(1) Dur1 the present 'I the e has not been an,.
over crow 1 vi 1ble to hUt 1n the llbr ,. 1n Fin Hall. It
ma,. be because workers come an fin no epac and talc their
work home.

(2) Duri the present ,.ear Dirao has ha an orrice or
his own, but when Wig r went away Dlr 0 moved into hi ortice.
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Other memb rs the equ1valent of Inst1t~te etaft, S1egel,
1 M~r., have been u 1ng G1llespie' otr1ce when he 1s not
there. Th older workers have been g1v n the privilege of the
profesaor's room, and 1t haa b n used rather rogul ly by
Walah and Zar1ski, oocasionally by Moore and Ward, and very
rarely by Douglas and Eokert--all Inst1tute member and all
men of aoademic standing outside.

Tn you r memb rs equ1valent to in truotora 1n the
Univer 1ty e pretty crowded. The only full-time Univers1ty
1nstruotor at F1ne on Prino ton faculty, Dr. W1lka, h a an
orf10 to h1m elf.

(3) There were four a slatanta ass1gned to the roo
next~ to VeblGn. Lersohetll think1 1t wa too
orowd d uh1fted on to another room, lsav1ng three. V blen
formerly h d a epar t roo for h1s an 1stant.

(4) The f1ve pro es ors 1n the In t1tute and the
assooiate, Dr. Mayer, ill hay orf1ces.~be rooms a 1 ned to
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Alexander. Einst in an Fle r are xtremely good.

(5) ary. We fe 1 our pres
to be inaeequa~ not 80 muoh beoaus
enroll d in th Institute a becaus

nt quarters 1n l!'1ne all
ot the number or workers
or their n1;h qual1 t)".

(6)
year that
Hie idea

Leraohetz Intim ted trongly the arly part ot the
Veblen talk to Eisenhart about apao wlioh he did.
whioh V bl n ooncur w1th he summ 1ze. a followl:

(A) 1~0 sible we Ih uld
an add1t1 nal aildi on the 0

have I meth in the y ot
pus close to F1 11.

() T 1s buildi should uliimat 1y b a quate tor the
perso e1 of t e Sohool at at mat101 0 the Instltut s tar
as ottioe spaoe 18 oonoern d. It wOlld not e neoessary to do
this in the immediate future, however, nor build adequate spao.
all at one tim.. (Here did h dlsou a oh mistry and biology?
ot apparent except that he wa appar ntly aavi Flexn r r rom

• blow). AI "i t was hen! ·t 's and unders tandl tllat
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embers ot the Institute will oontinue to u rooms in Fine
lIall. and that oert m ber or the Univer ity miaht well
use rooms in the new construction." The Depart nt of
Math tics sho~ld ult~n tel,. have availabl t r its lf s
muc' ro aa there is in the whole of ine Hall.

(C) A small number of se inar and leoture rooms should be
provided.

(D) COlon uae ot l1br
room ahoul cont1nue.

• oommon room and protes oris

(7) V 1:11 u '18 th t 1n planu1n pro171sion of r cilit1es
evolopman in th oretical physios should be oont mplated.

( 8)
ot sIze.

e is n~ sub~ltti an e1.u e timat ot p oe or

FA 1/8/57, FH d n V V rtled.
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1935

/nUILDING AND GROUNDS

'LEXNER,A.

VEBrE', O.

EIS NHART

Veblen to F1exner.

F cll1ties

Biographical

4/2

He reports that Eisenhart scheck d up with linteringer

\
again aboo t this pr erty aero s the street from P mer
~borator.r. The club is in di"idulties, the Unive. ity
holds a mortga e on the property, and there i so
likelihood that the property could be secured. Thou h he
didn't check gun, Eis nhart believe that the mortsage is
$30,000.

Veblen urg s giving the property i~nediate and
ravor ble consideration. Aoquiri it will allow us to
study the ultimate solution or the housing prRblem for the
mathe tical group in an unhurrie fa hion. 'Unles so ­
thing is done, I feel that ware going to have very

...
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conaiderable ifficulties next fall."

Eisenhart has suggeste tlBt oth r olub property just
down hi11 from the one above coneid red might be con idered,
but th y ar not 1~irr1oult1 ,and 1t might b rdem to
et it.

V File, "Flexner, Abraham"

't:

"
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!!'JILDI as GRCUNDS

The Direotor.

FacUit1e

4/22

lOhlli he does not undertake to report tor the Com:l1ttee on BuildLng and
Ground8 he points out that Fi Hall 18 an Ull811ent illu!lt~tion ot the virtu at
extab11ehing"o 11r." in on. Ilahool, "but the ..eral .ahool DIed not be
ereated upon a ain plot, and U DllOelll!&rj', over a pre11millary period at yean
.ati.raotory' re.ult. 7 b. 0 tain d in d quarters."

~

He then allude. to th. tinano1&l litre. ot the t ae net ur • emellen • or
aaadtnio work rather than han" aa. phydoal faallities. (MhHn Minutea, 4/22/35,
D:i.reator' a R.port attaohed, p. 8)

J.
Vol. II, No.3
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1935 7/6

ILDINGS AND GROUNDS

VEBLEN, O.

FLEJ'lfll:R, •

MAAS"" m;RSERT H.

AMB G

V blen to Flexner.

Faoilities

Biogl-a hic

H ha ju t turmd fr urope, and went to Princeton •
e was inform d by ~. Thomas th t the lot between l~en Farm

an t olf 00 rse were going to be old foreclosure.
e w fearful th t if they fell into other hand , it ~ ht

be di1'ficult to get them. Fle.xner r ferred him to la 88,
too~ the matter up with Bamber er, and Bamberger v ry prompt~

put"" t It oney to secur tbsm. As 1'ar the re t, r. Thomas
told me t s morning he had opti n on a 0 t eve t i that
we wanted, only one or two little pieces being left out still.

(
"I have had a talk with Pr sldent Dodds who told me that
the Committee on Buildi and Grounds was very favorable to
cooperati&n with us, and had left it to oommittee oompo ed of
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himself, Hr. Wintringer, and ome oth r R r n Whose I
forgot. There was neither time, norr!Sb~! e, need to call
the 00 ttee inasmuch as there Was general agre ment on the

\

Olden Farm and the prop rty oonneciting it with the golf course.
The option all run untLl lat next fall. If the worst oom 8
to woree, and decide to build el.ewh r than on the golf
_ouree, we should easl1y dispo e of th lots Which Mr. Thomas
is going to secure for us."

l1e,

, ,
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PIl~ T.Err:~, A.

1e e to ~o ., • t e , 1935.

I

9/ZS
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./BUILDIMJ & GROUNDS Facillti..

10/14

Hr. Maass, Chairman ot the CQl\IIl1t,tee, reported that the Caum1ttee has ee,,,wk-.
concluded to recolllllend the acquie1tion ot the e1te.

He credits conversation. conducted bT the Director with authoritie. ot the
Princeton UniTereity a. e~idencing a w1l11ngn8lls on the part ot the Uniftreity to
cooperate in the choice ot the site -vhich, by vay of the contieuity to the property
now owned by the Univere1ty, v)fould lend itself admirably to future deVlllo...ent.. [It]
•••would tend to insure the permance of a deVlllopnent of both the UniV8r.ity and the
Institute without turther enoroachment by private buUding enterpri.es and Idrord &

subetant1a1 .asure ot protection to landJOaping and architectural featura. of the
entire project.

"In confol"ll1ng with this tentaU.... understanding the Inatitute hae ll80ured
options on extensive properties totaling almo.t 200 Dacre. whioh are not in the
Borough of Princeton but are in sub.tanc. an exten.ion ot the Uni...ers1ty's real estate
holding. Located outside of the BoroUgh, they have an advantage ot 10ller allllessed
valuation and low taxation, the llit valuation presently being $34,075 and the tax ill
about $1,000 per aOOIllll.

-Of the $10,000 authorized tor us. by the COllllll1ttee 3, vas eJql8nded

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



to aoquin the propert,. under foreclosure and about to be sold. 6900 remains unull8d.
Options on theremainder of the property run untU the end of No ber and entail a
total expenditure of about 175,000. When this propertY" has been urcha.ed there
remaine to be acquired two or three _Uer properties for which at present no negotiation
are undllr vay but the cost ot which .hould ,not e%O ed an additional 75,000.

"The Caamittee reco_nded an appropriation ot not to exceed $250,000 to be
placed at the direotion ot the COl1IIIl1ttee. Tbt appropr1&tion ill • (Minutell,
10/14/35, p. 6-7.)

Vol. 2, No.4
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~ILDnCS A OR> U IDS Facilities

10/28

, A•

•

Bio rap leal

Flexner to Veblen. They have had a conversation on
additional land. I<'lemer l~s down his position agllnJ

(1) Every dollar invested in real estate diminishe
inanme, and thus hampers what we can do in respect to men
and facilities. It i men an facilities that make i titutiona
of learning, not acreages or f'rontage. ~ e is true of
bu~lding.

(2) Our next moves mu t D'e in the wry nuture of things
JIll in the direction of strengthening to! two new schools.
I do not wish to do t his at the expense of rna the . tic ,
yet unnecea ery inve tment in real e tat may threaten it.

(J) You are rightly in iatant on the importance of'
additional apace for the mathematicians, but we ar unlikely
to inve t in a ition apace f'or the m thematiciana if we
are i~ultaneou ly confronted with the need of gradual

,J

I •
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1935

for
expan ion the two ne sc oola and a cons id ra 1 additonal
1nvestm nt in real est teo

(4) omeday or oth r, we shall want to oor 1 r our
re tion. ip to t e Princeton L1brary w:lich i • again. from
my point o~ view. ore important than addit onal acres.

"I ve bsolutely no aesire to speak with fin 11ty as to
th order in waich these varlou qu S~Lona ball be met. In
fact, the primary re on ibi1ity for U oislona Uft be tbken
by th Corr.. tt e on ul1c:i ~ rOU 8. vi tated my
own views, I sa 11 c.r~ut loyally any dec ion arrive at
by the Board."

V FUe. Fle:mer, Abraban
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• tIona AI

.GUlti••

D • w.

to 1ezn , ov

Bl0 ~o 1

ar 19, 1935.

ul1 1 • an • 00 1'1 oaton
Un1va 1t7 to 117 a~ 1t.. t 0 r ••1dent 0 .,
oval' 19, 1935, a. ta b1a and waul p ap t

reo to t a oard t rue •• at tl1. rep.r t1 e t.
tranatar or t neea. land n 't It olub ho .a 1 atton,
.ub.1aot to w tevar arr t 1t 18 neo... to w1th t

prl al. Go Club tor an a equate olub ou.e a1.ew era.

D , le, Do ., arol W.
. .

. .
. ,
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~ LDI ,,5 A GROU 5

, -- .
11/20

aeIl1ti a

Aea e io Or anizatlonSCHOOL OF HUMAn. <t.;TUDIES

DODDS, H. H.

PLEXl ,A.

EISENHART

BI r oal

Flexner to Dodd aoknowle ging hia ot ovember 19. 1935,
regarr rinoeton ul1dl s and Groun a Co ittes,
aay that he w111 oonrer with • Houghton on m bars ot
the Institute Co~1tte to eet w1th th r1neeton Truateea'
Co ttee.

"Meanwhlle I am happy to say that oollaboration with the
e bers of the Univ rsity D part ants of t and Arohaeology

and of oonom1oa 1s dev loping preoisely as 1t baa developed
1n the Department of Mathema iea. For your att1tude and that
of D an ..;lsenhart and all your assooiate I am extre ly
grateful.

D, Dodds.
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~BUILDI GS AND GROUNDS Faoilities

1/24

om a oUp i fro the Princeton Herald, Jan y 24, 19361

Negotiations between the Institute for Advanced ~tudy and
the Estate of alter Hart Olden for tho purohas of Olden
arm reaohed the final stagea.

The Battle ark arm purchased h a been in th
possession of the Olden family since Colonioal days. It is part
of a huee traot acqu1r d in 1696 for the Old ens who were
am on tho pioneer settlers of Princeton. A portion of
Olden Manor, resid enve of the family, was built before
the Revolutionary War.

Bul~tin 0.5 ( ebruary, 1936) an ounoed the puroha e
of ap roximately 2r O aores, and aid that the Institut I'Jld
no int ntion of buildingUntil the institution h eveloped
beyond its pre ent size and scope. (P. 3)

D, Publicity - Preas Clippinga

"
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19.36

VEB • OSWALD

FacU1t1ea

B 1ocraphioal

2/1.3

V.blen to qdelott. l

" ...I han vallc:ed crr.r th. new propertT ot tM Iutitute a.....ral timM aino. there
baa been a bard CNat on top ot the anow. Th1a .nab],.a one to explore the woode dcNn
near th. brook web better than one will be abl. to after th. ground g.ta aoft again.
I wiah that it would be poa.1bl. tor you to take thia waJ.k with IIle whUe the oondU1onll
undertoot are &till taYorabl•• "

Sourcel A Fil. IAB (Ju-e)
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"./WI I

lAAS ,

A

HERBERT

G OURDS

•

4/13

aci11 tiel

Biographical

265 acres had been bou ht inclu
Str et. (p. $> Land owned 1 rlnc
Institute no totalled 3,000 aor s.

Trustees' Mlnut , 4/13/36

ing so e on Alexander
ton UniversitY' and the
I. A. S. nve tment $290,000.
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10/30
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v bo top n at1 n.
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/ 1JILD:D S ROUml

s ooL lCCrOOCS AlII> POUTICS

Min Eichel.aer to Mr. Ma...1

.cU1t1••

AcadMd 0 OrpnUation

7/17

"We are nne up the three rOCllU at 20 asHU street which are occupied b,y the
School of cODClll1 Politic. dur1l'lg the pa.t ;rear, .. the • .wen ot that School
vUl ove into the houee at 69 Aluander street."

Source I lAS TruatH. _ Maa•• , Harbert H.

'.
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BUILDI S AND GROUt-;
LOW&. E.,A..

Dr. nexner to Dr. Lower

Facilities
Bi0 raphicAl

9/10

The Inatitute baa pIll'(:haeed a t ct. of sround _bout a blocl. trca the Um.v r~ity

.... cupu.e. on which th " 1& an old hou e. J'lexner ~e w1l1 house e School or
EconCllll1ca there. "If ;you establi8h ;yours If in th l1brar;r;you w1l1 cf ceuree be in
pretty'close cant t;r nth P8llOfalc;r. r'e7. and their aasoc1ate~. If;you go to

\

69 Alexande street;you w1l1 f'1nd a aeparate rooa ror;your ecret.ar.Y and e cc.pan1.on~h1p

of eritt and C rPa." Dr. ne:xn... wanta Lowe to let his lalow which arranf:-.s8nt he
prefera ~nd a<qs th 7 w1l1 do ft'.r;yth in their ponr to IIake hia bappj1 whereYer he is.

nul .us - B.A. - 1933..43

" ~. ' ,

",
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/BUILDI as AND G

PHr C TJ UNIVE

S (p. 12-14)

TY (p. 14)

acUltiea

Relations OAr

10/13

FI1'1lnoIa1 report on purcha e of real property (p. 1.:»

Aoqu1ai tion
Repa1r1l

t229,360
6,333

$235,6 ~

Trusts a' Minutes, 10/13/36

",
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m3 ; OSWALD

,emorandull for HeAr•• ~otte and 1'......

Biographical

10/U

1. Prof. .ell want. to ... nnn8r to d1.ClUII. que.tion.e on th. aroUlld.

2. "I talked with Hr. Parill. expla1n1ng that with rep.rd to th. land the pre..nt
pol1C7 18 firat. to con.eel'Y. what faoUit1e. it conta1n.e and to tl'7 to ua. the•• in auch
a wq that the In.etitut. 1lOUld at least not 10•• IIOJl4I7 on it; and .econd. to make a Yerr

••t bea1nn1na in th. d1reotion of 1IIIprortng the land b;r reforestation. .tc. I aleo
~••ted that we should be clad to JDal<e an arrans:_nt b;r vb1ch Hr. Par1e would cont1nUe
to culti,.ate the nelda which he al.read3' ha. under cultivation. and perhape extend h18
operationa to other fieJ.da. H. pointed out that it 1& not reuonabl. to expect a return
rna field. vb1ch haTe been JJ1.n& ••te. until • t1ae and Dme1' haTe been apent upon
th_••• "

J. "With regard to t.he utUiAtion of the Olden Manor. rq wife and I got .c.e 1'81'7
helph]. actrl.ce .trclII President ~elottJ;. a. a reault of vb1ch 1lW probably -.hall not initiat.
&!\Y Itneral d1sClUll.ion of th. queation, but .alee a fn inqu1r1.ee and .M whether it is
po.sible to make a bee1nn1nr; in a .all "..,. which woald not c t the Inatitute too far
in &!\y direction." /s/ O.V.
Sourc.. A FU. US (h_)

I, '.. .::_~, .......
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lIDI G A1ID GROUNDS

10/31

Faoil1tie

PRIW'"-V'\V U rrv

• A.

, O.

ITy nel tiona \" AI

Bio raphio

investig t availability of Gat way Club
ortga e excee value; Univer 1ty h a

lett r to Veblen, Flexncr 18 able to
ca aoity to Fin Hall at an e •

By date of t
say plans for a i

Flexner d
ba roppe it.
for it.

ebl r c.ives infor tion with sense or hook,
lexner he was oonsulti his oolleagu s.

IV-20

~~~\.

.~.;..
...,.,.A .

but ~.,

us e ' •.."..J­
~ IV"

informed
.~

cO/,o........lP'"

'\
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19)6

BOILDTh'GS AND GROO!lDS

VEBlIN, OSIaLD

Fall1llt1es

Biocraph1.cal

12/14

J. letter t:rom Veblen to Mr. WlSS with blue-prints of • tentative p1&n tor the
reconditioning ot Olden Manor. Acoordine: to these plane, the JlOst eoonOlllical Veblen
could concoct, the exterior would be 1e.tt unaltered, and the good teatures ot the interior
'lIOII1d be undUturbed. -The structural chang.. 'lIOII1d probahl,y 00 t 1 s. than _2000."

eo heating, plUlllbir.lc, electrio wiring, redecorating, etc., making an eat1.u.ted 1:ludcet
ot ¢lO,OOO.

"The chiet weakness ot the p1&n proposed is that 1t doe. not prorlde ..rnnta' quarters
This is not a very t ..rioue d1.ttioulty if the heu.. is utUir.ed .s I WUe.t below. But
if. it vere to be used. as a haDe for the D1reotor, a .ervant.- wing or .ern.nt.' quarter.
in another bl1 1d1na would probahl,y haTe to be added...

Moel1l1.cation ot the ••cond and third noors lfOIIld 1I&k. nine bedroCllU and tour baths
betwean the two noor••

"on the ground noor the room lI&l'ked 'Library' (the present dininc room) is to be
1JIIproved b;r tearinc out the pre ent bacU¥ d.signed clo..ta and stairca... The tine old
tireplace in the room IlllU"ked 'Dining room' lfOIIld be restored. ... servant's bedroca and

•
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bath would be introduced at the expense ot the presant~ large ld.tchen•••

.....The around noor 18 adm1rably lIU1ted tor soo1aJ. gather1n&s•••A place tor soo181
gather1ngs et the 11K temporar.r bere ot the Institute and their 1I1.es 18 a .err real
JI8ed at the presant tble•••Mrs. F.l.exner and sthe 111... ot tbe Protessors ha.e done a
ereat deal to Met this situation. and I em sure 1IOI1ld be ereaUJ' helped b,y the tac1l1t1es
which the Olden hou" would prartde•

•• •

-Boca on the second and third noon could be ranted to .-bare ot the Inetitute•••
One or two could be reserYed tor rlsiton who to the Inatitute on ao1ant1t1c or
other bue1ne.. tor abort period."

Souroel A FUe !AS (hClllMl)

,
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vBUILDDIOS m GJIOUlIDS

aaaa to Flexnerl

Faollit1e1l

12/22

He wrltell about two propoll&la to be prell nted at the Execut1.ve ee-1ttee _U.JlCI

". •• into to cOl1llider the prOPOlled aJ.teratior18 to the Olden Manor in order that it
IlIIY be u.ed all a c Iftre and club for the aotiTitiell of the lltarf and IItudent bod;r or the
rnllUtutll. He~th enclosed 1.11 blue print which 1ndieat.1I the IIUi' ••ted change. in

I part but not in whole. as some modification ot tbe rope ed plan IlIIY be .uggellted later on.
At prellent Olden Manor i a dead 10sII to the Inllt1tute•••"

"The ••oond proposal to be taken by the ~ttee ill much aore vital and tar.
reacbinc. You will~r bav1nc disCUlllled with on variOUll OCC&lliol1ll the practica-
bility of usinc a part of the land acquired by the DlIItitute to enable _bera of the
lltaf'f to build home. for thellll,llv811 in order to lllIIea the bouaing difficultie. in Princeton~

".r. Riefier drew up a plan. which Kaallll approves. and I&YW the capital expenditure
by the Institute will be fUlly repaid oyer a period of yean. It the opportunity ot the
Plan were extended to the _ben of the Princeton faculty and lltatt. it IIhould result in
the devel~nt ot an entirely new ce-unity which would in and of i tlIel! add 1=ea;u,'eably
to the vaJ.ue of the ~1.nder of our land••• " u. •

Source I !AS rru.teell • !'.aallll. ...rbert H.
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Biographical
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A, 10/18/56, Architects

arohitects.
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o IILH'G A i C F clllt1es

corre pond nce etw n a an Ay
A1 0 on Advi ory oaro of ArchItects at John

A. File I. A. S. (home)

lotte: lug. ( Hall) •
op In, oucher, etc.
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~ILDIIDS AND GROUNDS

FIE 1 • A.

BLEli, O.

1/6

Faoilities

Blograohl0

HI

ITT

•

Veblen 1-. eVidently t en up the que tion of
Olden Manor and Flexner is a ainst it,

~. b oauae with f ...ll1 int rest rates tmr is doubt th r
\~ will be money n xt year for irao or a reek sohol whom

. ritt wo 10 like to bri ov r for his Agara work. Suo
bei th~a e, t ,/thS Olden lanor and f\", J... /

OM f~ landscapi Iwere out of the que tion. It is a Ion 1 tter.

t

He says th t ousi for th liaoulty an th olosl of the
golf course transaction re the bl tuings to be conoentr ted
upon. Let's et t em fi shed so that lefler an hia
associates may at once be ~ ble to t hom for them elv s
ant quit thinkln an pectul tl on the subject, for it
r ally do s not Intere t them. He s t renti additional
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f ..M-w
spaoe in 20 Nassau street. "and thus. "Get our minds 80 full
of the purpo 15 for w ich we exi.t, that we will all become
r latively indifferent to buildi 8 nd groun B."

/,,( /' J
"It ia. I t ink. qui" cle that these t li s dwellell ('1)

mucll 11588 1 ely in your mind than they 0 in min. or
Riefler's or Meritt • for we are strangers to the • but I
tear them a 8 I t ear the plague for the e you men bursting
with id as an alive to opportunities Who tind themselve
dist aoted by thi in whioh th yare not int rested.
though insofar as th hou i i cono erne • they ha ve got to
take a minim ount of their ti to ettle t air pro 01 s
in a brief eriod onoe anc fo all as you B ttle' your any

ars ago."

( He sends oopies to .'tler and Meritt. He worri 8 about
getti~ com ltted on the. real estate t 1ng.) "l~~• • ~idb
on 69 le2taud61 &il!"ee., We have alre dy spe¥t 0 t ~der
stre t thr e times the amQunt expected· r we s r on
Battl Rca landsoapi and Olden arm then w y 11. v to

out the m thematics budget seriouBly.A
:I% --?O

t~~:~~~~:..
, ... ,

.;,.~;..~:-."; ,.
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ILDI G A GROUNL,S Facil1t1es

$1.000 wa appropr1ated to be admin11tered under the
lrect10n of Veblen and R1etler and used tor retorestat1on and

transplantat10n of tree. on the lnet1tute pr perty.

Tru tee' M1nute•• 1/25/31. p... 10
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r

Oi¥XJ

F1e_;~ to ea,

acU1u..

Aoad.., 0 PeZ080llnel

M IIet1tence on • 2 '0' dependa 1n pu't en the t wh1 th. Inat1tute
Obal1'lilee tor the undo and I tbe tore ita CII1ea1on at the preaent. • tor I
liMn while 1n Phoeb to lIUI t to • illllbergv.elre liberal tar. for the -U mabel'
o lDYolved. In ener'e Op1niOll. the • ot 1'.000 tOI' the lot plue th. ooet or
the bouae would oon.t1tute a Mo7 IIClIlt .... &lid I oamot ~1et too~ that.
U' w are to keep tb1e of 1OWlPI"~ ether - and upon t'- the fUture of •
Inet1tute clepende .eire than it doea u~ older ~Lw Eat l"t ClW'Ml..... to the
ut~ to MIr. poe1Ulone 1n the Inat1tute 1'1IlanO:uu...l3' attractive to U-••• It

Sou:l'Ce' u.s Tzouete.. - a. •
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• 10 re;: Il1:ILl

o 1 xn • 11. 1 37.

r •
1 tee

lot
on

old •

t 11 t t
• peolf10 tl na

the t utur •
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1937 8/25

,rBUIlDOOS ac1l1tiee

FLEXNER, .UlIRAlW'l

MAASS, HERBERT

exner to Ma.aae.

Biograph1ca1

"You were qtl1te right in your recollection. that the cative ee-1ttee voted _ a
_ J to ~,OOO tor the rehab111tetion ot the O1den F&l'II. I kept the it. out ot the
docket beoallJle I eant to aek you to draw a ree01ution aateguard1al& and d.e1'1ning it.
expenditure and have .0 written • 1A1de~or!. I bad no intention ot waiting 1ndef1n1~,

but tint you went to the C t and I WClt Phoenix and the thing ju.et e11pped
mind. I rea.J.4r away t.b1nIdnc that I bad attend to it. betore thi. s
you Hr. 1A1dslldor! 1I1l1 have a stet' It ot the tact and, when you cet back, we 1I1ll

,draft a resol.ution whioh vU1 be incorpo 1n t 0 th tot e
meet1ng held lut Dec-mer so that the appropr1&ti n vU1 be techn1caJ.:Q' authcri&ed.

"I IIIIl dratt1nc a new bT-1aw .etting up a CCJIIlIl1ttee on Budget, tor, it the tunds ot
the Inetitute increue perceptibly, we OUibt nov to be abJ.e in the l1&ht ot experience to
'tol.1ov a lIore def1n1te procedure than has bNn po..ibJ.e up to the present t1Jlle. I ..
drav1n& upon the experience ot the eteller Institute, tor thq ~t t the _
..,ol.ution throuch wh1ch we have Cale••• 1t

SOurce. :us Truete.s - Maa.s, Herbert H.
,. .
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/BUI DI ., A GROUND Faclllt1e

10/11

The thematiclana bave been in Flne all, the
humanlsts bave been partly aooo 0 ated in MoCormick
partly at 69 Alaxamer Street, and partly in their own
The economists and pu 11 -tos v work d either at ho
at 69 1 :.mnder treet. The o"fic s t 20 lassal.;. Stre

11,
homes.

or
t.

Tho h oonsl erable property has been obtained, includin
the Olden Farm, wCDi ector] wa. averse to takiqg any st p
until lt beo e p rt'ectly clear to me what th v yin, n e s
01' the t 0 faoultle or c 01 woulti r quire. n Now he

I thinks the f1 ,t buildi houl u r oted. The tb u ers hav
offered the oney to the Institute. They are eager to proceed
with the building.

Flexner propose. to ask e c ot th three aroups for a
definlte at t nt as to acco odationa an faoilities required.

IHe think tha t t se plans can be rationalized an t t no member
of th aculty shoul seriou ly be interrupted duri the

-build1 process. (A stab at Veblen) Gratitude exp ssed to the
founders. He has unaertaken to insure c operation With 'rine.ton
through talki this over with Presi ent Dodds.
Truste Sl Minu •• , 10/11/37, pp. 4-5

. ~ ~ ........
)"1\. ,

, ~..
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lIDI GOO

10/11

acHItie

e
t

00. itt
n soape

tltut t"

on uild1
n in er anc

teI'lll1 the

,and Ground lor aut or1zed to
architects to :iudy th 1 nd at
ost practl~ 1 it tor build1ng.

"'rustees' nut s, 10/11/37, ? 13
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UILDI GS AND GROU

10/21

FacUlties

SCHOOL 0 T . TICS Aoademlc Organizatlon

For a report trom Rlefler ( or Veblen) Ootober 21, 1937, see Souroe.

i+;'

S I. A. S., Houslng Plans Fuld Hall
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031
IE

AWD GUS

• A.

Faoilities

iographica 1

1114

Flexn r to Aydelotte at wart or. ove er 4. 1937.

I had to e in ston the t a with
Co nt one afternoon. I ot an t n w
r sldeno halla. another look at the So 001 of s ne a w ioh
I had prevlou 11 seen. al well a an ut ide look at the
Littauer School of Public fairs. I wonder if t e type of
architeoture embodi d in he e achooll will not co e pretty
near to aervi our urpos I. t any rate I hop you c n na e
to a e t ese new Harvar truotur a.

of the n w Ho kills. for
Hopkins roup. a peals

"Do you know who wau t architect
Oilman 11. the oentral bull in of th
also to me as worth 00 iderln?

"'Pro in1'ot'!llal oonver atlons with the mbers
faoulty I rather fearful that. when their sug
adeed uP. th yare oin to requir a buildin far
anythin th t r. Bamberger oontemplate in point

of t e
tiona are
beyond
of
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construotion an upkeep. However, I haY ba 0 final information
fro any of the group up to the present t1m •

File 1-7
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Iun S AND G ,OUND ae lit1e.

11/5

The the Faou1ty to Dr. F1exner, Nov. 5, 1937 1n regard to
r 00 endat10na w1th l' peot to aeoomo at10ns 1n Fuld Hall.

11ed under Chl'onolo 10al F1le under 1937, 11/5.

(5-) </j
, Hou in lana, Hall
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11~{

I 1 A ID GROU ITS

FIE • A.
MAASS. d. R.

Fae'liti

Biograp hieal

At t Tru t s' meeti or OctOber 11. 1937. Flexner
• nounced t t tll!l ounders had told 1m during tbeir ae tion
at Cyst r '1 in t su 1 th tty now t ou ht tIt Inetltute

houl be housed In a b il 'in • and t t they were pr D to
ive t uildi to th In titute without any drain on th

Institute's ca ital or inco Aocor 1081'1. th Tru tee I

meet1 pa e a re olution t nkln t Po er n
authorl~.l ~ the Co tlttee on uildi s an Grounc.: to l11ve tlgate
th tter of Who should un rtake th plannl an
oonstruotion of the buil i an of the landscaping •

... ,1"",-
'11 '5/3) ntflEl[Oi[XI:nJItDlJU}OO::lD~ax.Dil[D

(Trustees' M nutes. Ootober 11. 1937.)

Veblen to F1exner, November 12, 1937.

Ve en lays down wh,t Is, apparently, the first iADA~l

reo ult of di cussion among the professors in the Faou1ty,

\
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to etbe r with a memorandum
raculty as wtH'ked out by t
Th 1'i rs I; pros(Jectu pI'll i

ot the needs of th the tical
lIl8elye. TW.,.."waviq.xtrlr.

es approxim tely s follows:

(1) Dir'ector t s offic: four well-light d ro for
Flexn r, u • l3a 1 an th Ii.' ni trative tarf. He sug e t
that Plexn SUOU 8p cify the requirem nt a little more
d l' nit ly, a h ~du, ~1 wish th t you would P CilY tor
th DlIeotor l'oom t 1 a t s l' a tl1.o e Ci tireu by
tLle pr'ore ors, Vtln tAO gh you dcn't want it."

(2) tudies for profeesors: The professor generally
want th arne tiling, rooms comp b to tno e occupied by
Alexan er and V~bl.n in Fine Hall. The room w~uld be
ap oXimately ltl' x 24' /ll'l( ives spac , the. fore 1'or a
1 rge workin, table, blacklJoarci, charts, and a meeting place
for a gro<lp ot halt a dozen student or oollea ues. ear to
the professor' stu y should be a smaller room tor the
professor' a.sistant. This would mean at least 15 large
rooms and 15 smaller rooms. Veblen ados that is ourrent
oount of profes ors at the Institut is 14.
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hhed(3) There Fho l~ be 20 stud1e tor d1 ti
visitors, approximately 15 1 by 181 or ss.

(4) Special ds of the Scno 1 o~ Au n1stlc tudles:
Two ro for rzf'eld and ~eritt, respectively, With
laboratories, special shelving, and spaoes for objects d'art.

(5) Library: He eotlmates a library for 15,00 volumes.

16) Secretarial Rooms: Unoh Sohool requir s 1 or 2
secret 'ial rooms tor it purposes.

(7) L cture ani eminar Roms: 2 small lecture roo s
each for 45, and 2 emlnar rooms about 161 by 28 1•

(8) There should be a lar e Go on 0 capable of
seating 150 peDpl., and preferably with projection apparatus
and bhckboard.

(9) Lunch 00:

(10) Wo nls Room in ad it10nal to norm 1 t ilet accommodations.
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sta.t
est1
teet:
at t

(11) Very dequa.t parking space.

On 'Oil ber 17, he re-aubm t th to lexn r wit. a
nt that, "Jo -ay an I h va gon over 1 t together and

te t t the oubl~cont8nts will ~ot exceed 600,000 cub~c

and that $1 a cubic root is a large all0 cs for build!. ng
t ... e.

Tovember 22, 1937, 1 ·xn(,r to luau.
,r ... J...,..J

e vidently tr IUJ lt the mar n um, nd now su eats
two cha 88: "-

(1) Th l1br can be cut to 10,0 0 SCl\\ars feet, and
the shelve to bout ,0 0 reet.

(2) he lunch room II auld alm h ve an add t ional room,
a small dini room, in which a small luncheon p ty tor 10
or 12 pe le co ld be glv n. This will be for ceremonial visit
or disti ulshed visitors, etc. He al 0 sends at the s time
special desl for Prore sor erzreld's 11 rary.

,.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



M ass to Flexner, Nov b r 24, 1937.

"I t wa a r;r at eat' f ct on to 1 a-nrrol'l yo
telephone con ersstlon this mornIng that Mr. Bamberger and
Mrs. Puld have not oiroumeorlbed us in planning the n w bullding
by fix1n any r_ id amo nt w loh ' e are willinG to apend,
but th~t they prefer to approach it fro the tandpoint of

lanni an adequate but not extrava ant building, the cost
of which they are ray to defray, and I s 11, of couree,
take up th tter according].y. t

Attach d to here is an undated extra copy of a
memorandum, evi entl:v dewi from the ori inal memorandum
after oonference. It is III!lrked 1937. ttf.rT_Hetl- H ....e to )

Thereafter, the Committee set about canvas 1ng th
procedures w reby they oould secure t h be t architeotural
plans. There were a number of 1lliJ; oandidate among
arohitectural firms aug eated by the xperience of one or
anot r 01: th uil 1 Com" e or th ofe sors or th
Trusteoa. In the beginnl , .aass Sm~ ovember 22, 1937) informs

., "
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Flexner that he has written to 6 architects aski them
wheth r they would be willing to' undertake to furnish studi s
and the cost of thE:. studies in each in tance. There is some
oonfusion bout tuis.

~
olide

A elotte is very aesirou of s eing Shepley,of the firm
of She"ley, Bulfinch Ab...ott Who id so e work at H rvard
oonsidere. He also is very e er to Bee Caam and erguaon
con id red. They ve done work at Swart ore w ich he
like very oh.

Fl xn r early, un er an arran_e ent with Maas , took
the positi n that all co u ioatio fro the arc,.itects,
eto. ahaul go directp to ~. j als, and, also, acted to prevent
Veblen, Aydelotte, et al, fro oi off on their own in
disous ions. Maa apparently hani! d all arI'angem nts, and
is file IIhould, t her fo ,be 0 st helpful in supplementation

of tho files of the Inlltitut •

Ma BS landled a 1 tuation with the Insti tute of
b which aom ting 0103 ly pproaching a competibion
authorized, although the chart r of th Institute or

chiteots
was
Architeots,

"!';
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Pla r 0 • 1937.

•

• I tal cl toP • nt Ol.i.t •
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experience with architect. He said that the University had
found that, though they obtained, a similar ruling to that "thich
you have obtained fro~ t e New York chapter of architects,
:lMil:ii:XJUf (allowing a number of arohitects to considertbe plane]
these architects are an undisciplined lot of artists and they
made difficulties about just the sort of thi we are doing
and what he had previously tried to do. lIe found t .a t the only
way he oould get ahead expeditiously was to take the arohiteots
one at a t ..me, pay each one as he finished, and drop him for
the time being, before going ahead with another. In the long
run, he said, we would save time and avoid the Bort of
situation into Which we are ap arentlj drifting, and we are
still free to use any on of those who make preliminary plana,
or to go to an entirely different p son."

Maass wrote, Janu y 17, 1938, to Cram & Ferguson, and
three other firms, including the successful man, Jene ederick
Larson, informing them that what wa wanted was not a
competition, but rather "a more 0 r le B philosophical treatise
Wilich emoodyi th thought s herein outlined, would result
in the projeotion of a program that would appeal to the
Trustee and the l3uilding Committee and e ble them therefrom

.,
~. .'.i:'

I ., . .
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to jUdge not alone w ch such thesis best vi ualize' the
Institute and its future but waioh author appeals to them as
th one with Whom they coul best conduct the relationship that
must exist b tween the Institute an arcbitect w ose id as
will cr ate an arraIlJ emant for the future to which the Board
of Trustees is ready to commit itself."

Flexneb to Maass. March 22, 1938.

There are two point
conmction with th buildi

whioh he wa. ld like to.
•

e in

(1) T t you write a lett r to eaoh of the architeots,
telling him that we de ire the buil ing toe ready tor
ocoupancy Sept ber 1. 1939. Thi means that their initial
sketch s houl be in our hands within a reason bie time -
say four weeks from this date. e c n t hen make our ohoic and
set the architect to work. in the hope that the building
operations y oegin during the oomi summer.

(2) That you should ask eaoh architeot to subM~t in
conneotionwith his sketch his estimate of what the building will cost.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



He underst n s
but tl:Rt th Y shoul
Co itt e.

t t the S8 estimates oannot be firm.
give aome m ans of uidanoe to the

also ug ellts that 81m e all the a .itects have gi~en

tar re ~ime t t th pr~Ject t an he could have
ima ina • t Co~ ittee ht be ~illi to consider
heth r 0 r not we OU ,ht tom re e the ount w=.ll Pl7

each of th arc itect wm submits pl • Tni shoul not.
howevex', be mention d to any of th architect.

aaas to Flexner. arch 24, 1938.

H s already concluded that the architects s ould be
told to have their studie in kka his han a by April 20,
has advised them.

The award .as made to raon,
disclose how it was done, or when;
will be in 'r. Maass' files.

and the file does not • '\.'
presumably those papers ~~,qjf

D File. Puld Hall--Arohiteotural Plans & Propo ala

"
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1So37

IIllI a A G U (C ON RO l-
A 0 ORD I H TABL )

acllities

12/3
12/7

1. , . .
x , A.

B10 ra h:tca1

Correspondence r ardi Co n oom. Lowe 1mp11 s
1 r coulc persu de found rs to provide ro where

professors could 1ne their friend. 1exn r says t ey woul
be persuade --better ot t •

A, 10/18/.56. • • Lowe

"., ,
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1938

/BUILDI GS AND GOOUNDS faoilitiell

S TONE, LEN Biographic

VEBLEN, O.

Veblen intere.te 1 fri nd Architect Roy
in New Hope) in nnl Fu1d Hall. But in I. A.
squabble Bauham WAS eliminated. H111 plans good.
doe n't 11ke result.

Interv1ew with Allen Shenston , M Y 23, 1956

auhan (now
S. int rna1

Shenstone

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



19.38

/£aILDINGS AND G~UNDKS

GODEL

Fle::mer to Veblern

1/29

Faoilltie.

Aoad-.1o Penonnel

"Betore 1011 d1.cus. the que.tion ot G8del with 70ur a..ociat..... JQ: _ acain or
talk with lie on the telephone. tor I ha.,e bad an idea lIh1ch ...,. be ot .e-e .,alue in
connection vtih h1II. I hate -ere than I can AT to place a l1a1tation ot thia kind on
1011 and yf1U.r croup. but in the pre..nt finanoial .ituat.1on we han lot to h_ to the line.

"I lIl;1.elt raeret that we han eabarked upon a b1l1Jd1ne project. thOU&h we undoubtecll7
nHd a ""1ld1ne. and I can appreciate that Mr. Buberger and Mra. FI1l.d would l1ke to ...
UI houaed.-

:File IV_20
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1938 4/5

AS I AND G ROU S FacIlitiea

, A. 10 r ical

AYD LOTT , •

A,delotte to lexne, Apr .. l 5. recornmen a the rompt
acqui itlon of the axwell pr erty so e time within th next few onths.

e thinks we need It. 8 he al 0 tninks th build1 s wIll lac bett r
If the 1 d Is acq ired. In addItion. If the NKXJ(-tt build! s are
built, the an:ell ro.. rty would 0 u in price. 0 he advises ettl~

it the:l.

A. File. exner. Abraham
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1938

UI DING AND GROUNDS

TRUSTEES (BUILDING COMMITTEE)

VE LEN, O.

Fac1:nt1es

Corporat10n

5/9

Veblen to Aydelotte, May 9, 1938.

Dr. lexner told Veblen the day before that he had dec1ded not to
register nyJlf1n1te opinion about the architect "alt ough he was cle
that Lar on the best choice. He thought that you and I could deal
with the m tter in a tactful _ay, and th t the woul be no U delay
Ihould result from our deliberationl. Apparently he il '.xtwws no lo~er

wanti to pUlIh the thing through to oomplet10n by some def1n1t date.
Veblen then cont1nues to illCUSI wayl and m an of cutt1 wn the coat
of the bUllding as propolled by Lar on 1 cu s1 Herzfel 'I Il~ tionl
along t I line. It 18 clear that L r on ill also Herzfel 's/a e,
suoceeded n xt by York and Sawyer.

V-6

•
" >

•
'.
~
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1938

v~mILDI S AN GROUNDS

TRU T (BUILDING COMMITT )

AYDELarTE. F.

Facllitie

Corporation

Biographical

S/26

Aydelotte to Maas , May 26, 1938.

Informs Maass that Mr. Bamberg r and Mrs. Fuld with whom he
and Mrs. Aydelotte have spent night reoently 3tated in ahe ooUb e of
conversation that all the pl ne and estim tes he d heard of"w t f
beyond the figure whioh h ori6inally had in m1nd "-- 300 000 1noluding
the &50,000 wh1ch he had al~eaa7 given for prelim1nary aroh1teotural
stud ,"He wou reallf like u to build a bu1lding for $250,000, retain
840,000 for furnilhi s and tlO,OOO tor t he aro !teot, total $300,000.
"I think Mr • Fuld 11 lesl cOMellIUld about eoonomy but Ihe 1s extremely
anxioul that no deo1s1Bn .hould be reaohed whioh would tr uble •
B er er."

Aydelotte lays he favor. cutt1 ... down the plana to f1t thll
eltimate. This would probably 1nvolve lellen1 the lize of the central
building and 1 aVing orf the wings entirel,.. • i ........ BlIDlberger and

8. Fuld also conno11ed tlw.t t ey take the1r t1 e.
v-6

".. ;,r .•
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•
1938

... BUII..DlXl5 !lID GROUNDS
Yml;IEN, ALl)
AIDELOTTK, ,..",,,n,
FOU)Il)Jl:RS

., o1lltt..
B1.o cal

Corporation

. .. •••
It • ••1

~pinton t.b
the op1nj.cm that Lar.

"").l:.Bn toJ]lilD1;er wi a copy 0 thU letter to ..., t t in
re , •••bIlt. that erthel... I .tUl
JrnUlP of our prob:l_ than aro-one else.

a on I e i;h4 8 S ~est1on 1.8 tJ:tatJJJI IIptl1lt .. night with :1'. ll3l111be
Mrs. Fll.ld Cm1tJ.;y and in til CClU%'H ot our oonvllnat1an Hr. B r lite that all

plans and at tea he hGard ~ t 1: tM h or1l':in~~

I
in • I ask h1lIl t bl.a wall h id _300,000. 1n01: t e _50,000

whie. he bad already en tor pr..ua1~ areh1.tlletural lIt~. He woul.d~ like 118
to bu.Ud a bulldin& tor P50.000,;;;Pr'~.000tor turnUh1ng. vb1~, with the $lO.OOO
splint on th 1S1I tour arch1tect.~ would eake a totel ot boo.ooo. I think Hre. Fuld
ill lllu • concerned aboUt eoOl'lCllll7. but lIbe ill e.xt~ anxioua that no dAlobion .hould
be r ..ch vb1ch would Ilrouble Hr. Bamba 81'.

~ Ii"
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"H;y own thought 18 that we should proceed 1mmed1.ateJ¥ to cut down our plans to tit
th1.t ...tiNte. I ww1d ac ampJlIb t.h1_ b7 haY1ni the architeot make a plan which
consiaer ad t tor the Ts Ut te 4IYentual:!3•••th ~ thing I n thiDlt ot 111 to
1 • rt nlw..l. t.h _ise ot the central buUd1nc...leaY1.n& ott th 'W1 _ t1l'el7."

'elO1:.te to Maa..,

...lLe woul.d Plt the needa or the School ot Eeon~c. and the aetw1n1 BtraU" ottic«
secor. 0 tiona for te.porarr ••here 1ob1rd. and the need8 ot the School ot
t~tic. lute e pllt the h1manit1.. firat.

J: eoo1.al ll£e 0 e i'tu ••• t be uou._ or.....

"Tbl8

Q 08' A ~tie J.AS (h .)

to a bu1ld1l
treet. 11

think that it a1«bt
prel!,,,. 10 .....

t ;Z'O.OOO.
·....rt.lili.... 11I..1.

to &rrance

... '
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1938

OR<XJ!iOO F o111ties

6/1

aBe to ~elottel

On Fr1day laat Hr. Le1delldort and I had lunch with Hr. Bubereer and bali a~
CIl3sion ot the whole InsUtute II1tuation, with ~icular ~erenoe. ot oourse. to

the building Bituation. It appeara that Hr. reer'. II&1n oono :lot tho nt 1B
tnat d 1"01'. oI'Uk too great an expenee 1n oonnection nth the building project.
WhUe a. ntly hi. p terel.c .ll..s that 11' llJdt the coat ot the proj ted l:u1lill.ng to

1$250,000, in ord r that he r::.ay to th .. tbl that he pays tor it supply t\1.ncl to be
u ~ for it. ir;~ennl1l:, I de not t.h 'lk i..ha h 18 ent1roly rigid about this figure.
His objeoti e ee I to be to have u ave ut1ou.~ both in the choic of
arcl1it and 1n the approval ot ultblate plan.. and a1: TIl to r in ~e t ct

Jth r. t. at thi t ticl te to &l\Y :Large degree the future needs or the
Ir. Utu •

...
"In th d.1s0U8aion 78eterda;r nth Baw.Ter, I auueeted a turther curta1JJaent ot the

cubio oontent. by a reduction in the a1.. ot the variOUll prote••ora' et;udie.~ the
present propoeal ot 18' by ~, to 16' by 20', ba.t tOUlld decided oppo.ition trc:a Veblen.
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vho .t.atAd that he thoucnt it voald be a _ter1aJ. error 1NI.8uch a. if' the quarter• .,.
not unu!llUll.l;y attractiv., the ambers of the sta.1'! would prefer to do th.ir work
at. and .-.ail. lnab. uta~ ca~. Th1.. u aClDllthinc of uUU, which we

t g gain t, , therefore, I feel rather obllcated to conro to his .pec1.fi.ca-
tiona or lB' 24'. W....rthelea., despite tb1a llaitation I feel OM do enough
turth r tt to brine the coat v1~ th. de.ired rane••

I
"On er CirCUllllltance., I d_ it adYiaable to. t the tum ot Dr. nexner at

the ct hi:; .th f Id'll tm1 d tini stape. thar in the choice or an
arc~ teet or in tile fiJl41 rensio 01' lana. ar.d bope you concur wlth this 14 ••

Sourco: ; FUll - US (1lOIl8)
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1933

lLDl GS AND GnoUNDS

AY LOT , F.

F , A.

'aolUtle

B10i rapnl0 1

6/24­
7/2

Aydel;ltt to 1 xner. June 24-, 193 •

ia u in
a meet! or t

(.25 ,000 el
ttee

y

not want to 0 own ror
on .bun 1 • H talk in t l1l1

• d b r r to b~11 t the bu Idlng.

He thank Flexner for i al in muln plana for
lnateln' vl it to warthmozs.

Flexner to Aydelotte. July 2, 1938.

"1 buve talked wlth .r. B be er r. aaaa and
Jr. Leide orr. r. amber ,er wl loontrlbute d itional

100 000 towar th buildin 1 plua 50,000 tor rurn1ahi
It. r. aa88 believes t t w th the UIl1 ow at :Is di8posal

'.
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won g t everythi we reall~ need,t 0 h probably •
size ot L e tu iee will h V8 to e e ller t an eblen s
stirn e. This I do not regard as unfart nate, to the e

rOOMS e I aye 8 em to e t ~nd ly lar e."

D Fil , Aydelotte, ank, 1930-1 ~$

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



~ I DINGS A ID GROUNDS

FOUNDE S

GIFTS

GENERAL

BOHR, N IS,

VEBLEN, O.

FLEXNER,A.

Flexn r to V bIen.

FOTES

Faciliti8ll

Corporation

Finance

public ReI ti ona

Biographic

• Damb rger ha In Ieate s Willingness to incBease
the amount avail ble for a builling to what ass
regards as a sum wnich will eDable 1im to prooure for us a
buildi wnioh will be ad qu te to our needs, dignified,
and sati faotory in qUipment, etc. It Will, Flexner
presume , be nece eary to reduoe the aize of the tudie, but
Flexner 18 not urprised. "I have never thou ht that W oould

.'
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build on the so e of the memoranda with the SUlll of money
101 oh ware justified in putting into briok and mort ."
He feel it's mOL e important now than ever to save every
dollar for endowment, but, of oour e, the building mu t be
worthy.

-:Hl the Manohester Guardian of JUne 3, 1938, oontains
a long artiole on recent developments in higher education in
the United stat in which the In titute figures most
prominently. (f..........-.. (>.

The outlook in the matt r of inoome i even 1 s favorable
~ than it was when '1 Xller went aw • Th N w l.ork
tate Insurance Department ha written off about $3,OOO~OOO,OOOO

of railro d oonds w oh have hitherto been regarded as proper
investmentlll for .avinge JIllli bank and insurance companies.

Flexne:r i' now doubtful aoout b i able to Finance
Rosenfeld's trip from urope with hr, beoause income for the
Institute has dropped. "Y~u know my disposition would b to

do everything that you and your assooiates and men like Bohr
wian, but until busines impr oves an the November e1 ctions
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V FHe. Flexn r. Abraham

other
pa 1;.
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1938

/BUILDIN S AND GROUNDS

FOUNDERS

GIFTS

GENERAL

BOHR. NIELS

VEBLEN. O.

• •

NOTES 7/22

acllities

Corpora ion

Finance

Publ1c Relationa

Biograp ical

Veblen to Flexner. July 22. 1938.

We fir t heard from Maass a statement of the ount
available for the building, namely, &300.000. They
reviewed some of the plans whioh were unsatisfaotory.
Requirements will have to be reduoed.

He has s.en • Galpin of the C. • B. Lducational
Foundation. and w B leased to find they are interest d in

•
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having Rose eld oome to Pr1noeton alo with ohr. So on
Galpin's suggestion, Veblen i~ wr1ting Bohr that Rosenfeld
should ply for one ot the C. R. B. adv c d fellowsh1ps.

W1th respect to the reduotion in requirements, "I
hope, however, that we will not b foroed to any whioh
really affeot the charaoter of the Insti~ute. I believe I
am inolined to attach ore importance to the feot of
physioal environment than you are. and I really think that
in this p ticular instance there is muoh to b said tor M1
po1nt of view. "

V File. Flexner. AbrahlUll
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1938

110 GS A

AYDELOT t'!!., •

GROll

7/22

Faollitie

Blo r Dhic

FLE • •

B N. O.

Aydelott to Flexner, July 22, 1938.

The Building Committe s et that d Y in New York,
and diaous ed carefully qualif1cations of York and Sawy r
and of Lar on, arc' iteots. Aydelott favored r on and
arran ed it 0 that Lar80n could m. see aaS8 nd L 8sdarf the
next w ek so that he can inform them wh t hI> oan do With
t e oney w ioh 1 avallable. "It 18 1lf! present intent10n
not to attend this confer nee slnce I want Mr. a 8 to beoome
enamors of L r on on hls own account."

aS8 8Ug
the eetft~~~e~~

come.
D File, Aydelotte,

t Veblen oome from .aine to attend
OliIDrisHPSMi w~f. •.•Afl¥.d h tir fg1 iOletter.
rank, 1930-1945
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1938 7/ 2

AND GROU aeillti

F. log ied.

VEB... • ':l.

Me 0
I..U•• from yd lott

estirn tea of Larson and S
to Maa and Leide dorf r garding
er for the n w building.

Flled in Chronological File under 1938. 7/22.

A !AS (T)
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MAASS, HERBERT H.

1938

lLD! G ID GROUND Facilities

Blogr phical

7/25

F , A.

LARSON, J. RICK

Maass to Flexner.

Committee met July 21, 1938 and selected Jens Fredrick Larson
of Hanover, ew Hampshir ae the arohitect.

D, Maass, Herbert H.
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1 38 1/21

lLD 10 AI D GROU I1'S F cilltl

• F'. Biogr hi

1'(

LA SO

• •

pl
a

A
by
en

lotte to lex
the archit ct.
C lOB n a the

r July 27. 1938. r g r iDg
L on, tor th nLW bui1d1 • He
cuit ct b n ~uilding ~Ol ~tt e.

Lathx ttl in I"hrono10gic 1 11e under 1938, 7/27.

D File, yue10t e, Frank. 1)30-1945
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1938

~ILDINGS AND GROUNDS

FJUNDERS

GIFT

GENE. tAL

VEBLEN, o.

FLEXllER, A.

7/26

Faoilities

Corporation

Finance

Public Relation.

Biographical

Fl :xn rto Vebl n, July 26, 1938.

Flexner s pathize with Veli. en' susoEp tibili toY to
the effeot of phy ioal environment. He point out, however,
that the history of sol~ce is on hi p rt r~ther than on
Veblen's. Few men have d even de~cent surroundings. In
Fine Hall, Weyl is happier in a smaller room than yours,
Jo~ ia productive in a roo smaller than eyl's. The
number of rooma ia more important than their size; also
havi a room of on' own in more important than aize for
moat people. Finally, don't forget t t what you put in spaoe
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you may lo~se from capital. and. therefore. from
thematical tipen • If the choice is between buildings

and persons. and the eoision is in favor of builei ·s.
tipends will inevitably be cut. Shrink e of income l1llly

bri this bout anyway.

V 11 e. Flexner. Abraham
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1938 7/30

GROUNDS Facillties

AYDELOT E, F • Bl0 r hlc

• IS

A~ elotte to Bamb gel'.

11 haa a 10
cbltecture, an I

pI n 10 al to ho~

erecte ln 1 e th

~enc ith L rson the other ni ht about
appy 0 I ay that he thinks h can revl e hls

the I :stitute comfortably 1n th bull i whlch can be
imlt 0 300,000 lcn yo~ hav f1x d.~

A FIe, Bamb rger, Lewl.
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1938

/BUILDl G A GROUNDS Facilities

9/13

IDI , ;r R. B ographical

ru:.lw",RT H.

Hardin t .aas, ept ~ 13. 1938.

war him t 0 letter , one fro t e C ntr ller of
Prino ton Unive1'aity, G. C. Wintri r, d the oth r tram
B. L. Gu1iok, Jr., Chairman of the Township Committee ot
Princeton Tow hlP. oth endorsl t Matthew Construotion
Co lllV.

Th Matthews Construction Com. ~ was the seoond on the
bi di for the er otion of the ui1di now occupied bf the
Mutual Benetit Lite I uranoe Company (Hardin's compa~), is
Widely known and well equippedl hi h reputation. It ould
b. entir 1y sare to deal with th III without c:ompetitiT biddin
it that course, tor lllV re son, was thought to be wis••

r, 1939

Matthews bas built most or th buildi
Prinoeton a pus duri the last 25 ars.
JRH Correspond ce fro J a:ry, 1937 to J) a

s er at on the
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193

~I I as AND GROUND Facilitiea

9/20

AYDEL TTE. F. Bio ra hie 1

Flexner to Ay elotv8. Sept b r 20. 1938. on th puroha e of
the Maxwell property. "heavily wooded and quite lovely. more a 0

indeed than til 8 Olden Farm. It Fl xner a~8 he 8 aw Maxwell a ye
and a h a • but found him very no -co ittal. an eol ed to
leave him aloI». A week or ao 0 axwell renewe th conver ation
and wanta to aee the w ole thi for $2(0.000. "My own ju ent
is atrongly in favor of our purchasing it even it we have to do
it with our own funda. I a 11 talk with ~w. Maass about it
later in th morning when I oan rel\oh him on the telephon. 1t He
aak Aydelotte to write his opinion to aasa. and tells ydelotte
Fl xneri& t inks Aydelott '8 ju~ ent will be favor ble to
aoquiring the land.

A File. lAS (T)
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1938 9/20

ILDII1GS ANI) G OUNDS Faoil1t1 8

IE • • Hi r l1c 1

A T '.... F.

1e r to Aydelotte. ' pt her 20. 1938.

He th1 a the
eautifu1 sit ror
a we own tel

aXlle11 property waul be "a rar ore
b lld than the 01 en a in lI1Uoh
F in back of hi p 'op rty-."

11e. Ayd lot e. rank. 1930-1945
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1938

~ILDINGS A

P'LEX:NE1l, A.

AYDELOTr , P.

GROUIlDS Paci lUes

Blographic

9/21
9/23

Ayd lotte to Maass, Septem r 21, 1938, strongly
recommending purchase of the Maxwell property~r 6175,000
if it can be ecured, 200,000 it it can't. lie thinks
Larson's pl ns require the a ition of the Maxwell prop rty
for the b t development.

He sends copy of t letter to Flexner.

se~tem 23, 1938, l'lexner to "yuelotte.

Maa , Lei ad t and Fl xn r lunched with amber r
Septemb r 22, w nt over all the questions involved in the
new building. The t.tp'S'l"t price, includi everytning, ade
by Heg man, Hard and CompWlY i about $312,000.00.

He h d a pri v oe talk wi th Maass, n they eem d it
be t not to raise the Maxwell is ue. Flexner plans to ask

, .
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Larson inoidentally if aoquisition of the axwell property
would. in his Jud ent. oha • the location of the building.

D File. Aydelotte. Frank. 1930-1945
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1938

~ WI GS AJID G lNDS

AYDELOT , F.

FrEXN • , A.

VEBLEN, O.

'(1 1ft: 9/<4

Facilities

Biog a ic

I ,

V blen to Aydelott , Septembe 24, 1938.

"Thanks tor the copy of your letter to Maass about t e
,axwell roperty. I c lled up Dr. 1'1exner and g>t his point

,of vie, whioh ~ suppose you have had in full by this time.
H thihks it is out of the uBstion to t t i land at
present, and thinks that we shall ve anoth chanoe in the
future. You know of course ttl agree wit you on th
subject, but I have beed made consoious oy other finanoial
decisions th t there is v.ry little chance of doin anythi
at the pre ent time.

7 "I presum that ther will e a meeti of our committee
very shortly now. and hope that I shall have a ohance to chat
with you about all the e affa s on th t occa8~on.
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"We arrived here the ay berore ye terday••• "

Mrs. Stern's note:

avo1ded Veblen
111 1nterof t1
1t.

how c efully he
Maxwell land, 1t
corr spond about

Con id ring how careful Flexner
and

on t ls quest10n of the
that Aydelotte and Veblen

lAS
A FUe./Transfer
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1936 9/21

~ ILDI NDGOU S Facilities

S, fiT H. Biogra hical

AYDELOT'.l , F.

LhJCNER, A.

Maa s to y lotte, ~eptemb r 21, 1936.

There wa a m eti or the inar.ce Com~1tt 5 ptemb r 21,
t whioh rlexner was pr sent. "It had becn my hope that on

that ooca ion he would di cue. t qu tlon or the purohase
( or the M 11 property, but ror rea ons W oh were quit
\ obv10us he deemed it inexped1 nt 0 to do."

Ma~ss in in accord With lexner' and y elotte's esire
to buy the property, but he does not think it should be urged

at the pr-esent t1me beoause "We are conc rne with s clmi
rrom Mr. Bamberg r and MrS. Fu1d th run s tor the new

!bUildins, the cost or waioh has be n reduoe to a nimum "
Without Makin a~ great saorifioe in iZ, unl1ity or appearance.
A File, lAS (T) ~
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1938

ILDI GS AND GROUNDS

NarES I
Facilities

.='uc"N, O.

FLE E, A.

Biographic&1

Plexner i sending to Veblen a oopy or L rson' rloor
pl a or the propo ed first buildi to be erect d on Olden
Fana. e asks Veblen and his oollea uea to scrutin1ze the

rawinga oarerully an meet the arohitect who will be at
Pr1nceton Inn on certain date., and w1llconrer with anyone
who ha aug est10ns that he wishes to make. sug est an
appointment to be made with Larson through Miss iohelser.

"At er r. Larson received o.,iticism and ugge tiona
from you and the other members or the Institute faculty, he
wi 1 do w ·t, in his jud ent, is desirable 1n the way ot

ti them. The contract ror the ullding will be then J.J­
lmme lately therearter, and no structural chan es will be
made durin the course of construction."

V rile, Flexner, Abrah
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AND GROUNI (FUID II LL) Faoi Ities

10/10

aasa reported on choice or Larson aa arc Itect.

ote straus' InquIry on air-oonditioning. (p.14)

Trusteea' Inute8. 10/10/36
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1938

./f3 WI ras AGO BOS (PU

B~j~{ut;lt, Lot IS

"",,,,,,,;:J, H. H.

JIAL) Facilities

og phical

6714
10/14
10/18

.....h....
( , I

-.
~ LI

aaa. to F1exner.~ Bamb r' r inai 8 00 t of buildi and
n w t for. ita upkeep s 11 not xcee $4 0,000 together.
ut uhen press queried a to co t, mer aake amberger it

h could Day &40l000 an Bamberger said "I shoul say mor'e like
t500,000."

I I
;..-

D, Maa a, H. n., 1930-38
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19 1 /31

tin

FLl::r.llrrn, •

c Ie L a 1

1. r 0 01""".... 1 reu , o. 31. 1 3 •

1 e , • tTl 1 J .1
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1938

/B ILDI 0 (XI NIlS

LA SO~J, J. FHE.mUCK:

F oil1ties

Bi raphical

11/3

LaI'8on gives seven reasons why air oonditioning is
inadvisabl :

Building located in the country tree trom noise and
smoke

(1)

(2)

Ol'eration dur the non-s er ontbs

(3)

(4)

(5)

Air conditioning demands oonstant operation d e.xpens •
Faoulty workers would defeat the operation of
air oonditi n1 by openi windows.

Instillation expensive. m tal duots whioh conduct
sound through the building t m st_ange souroes.

Better a vantage by automatic oontrol in eaoh room
for direct radiation

(6) Provide air conditioning unit fo
to be in building durin summer

Ole Who have

• oj. •

'.
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(7) The ~e reasons as no. 2 bove.

The ~ morandum was transmitt d to Ay elo te by a8S
bee.us ot the issue raised b Mr. traus~ at the last
Bo rd me ti. (e ietler's last interview)

IAS (T)
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1

a u
I

01 1t! 8

a01 tl a

a not
bull
1. to _I""
not 8

7. 193 •

AI

/7

1, leUler, A r~~
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1938
l~O

December

/ I I A G UNDS .cUities

S e ouroe for oorre polXienoe between LarISon and FleJaler- nd
elotte.

D, Larson

1
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I

1 3 -1943

~]

Correo ,ondence about
to Ay lotte. (ound in
Jenkln ) 3/19/57 •

ac litie

Aca emlc er on 1

office affalr from Marle C. lche1ser
l1e 0. 4 of Ay elott I f Ie (-1 a

•
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19J9-1~6

I B'JI I AJID GROUND Facilitie8

Up until the 1945 huntln 8ea80n, the lnatitute
permitt d the Stony Bro?k Hunti~ Club Xclu8ive privileges
of hunting in Its woods on condltion that they would holl5
themselves res onslble or any damagea to person or pro rty
an~ that they would post the pre ises and police tbe
remls a to exclu e other un'ers. But 1n 19+ , the B rd

to the poaition that a ref e for birds and ame ahould
e oreated in ita woods, and thereafter pe lssion was d led

the hunters.

, storv Broo Hunting Club

"

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1

•

A.

II 1lU:UCWlC•

.O.A.I.

1/

• • .1

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1939 1~2
1,)0

ILDI A u s Fac lities

RDIN, JOHN • B ographic

Bardin to Mallss, Janu I'1 28, 1939.

Hardin submits to Maa.s a memorandum w ich he asked
th8 Natio 1 ewar poople to it a~ut • U. A. loans,

ethods, eto. He Bend. the lII8 orandwa. He also SUbmit8
m8mOl an Ulll and rules from the Hart a 8 vepart ent all a result
owl h a 8. deoides, liar in ha allD, th t th

I titute would r adily qualify aB an approve mortgagee. He
says it i8 up to th i~ce Co 1tte to d term~n whether
th atbract10n ot thi8 type at loan is sufficient to wIant
uoh qualification. (aa8s to Har in, Janu ry 30, 1939.)

Co~res nde ce tram J U&ry, 1937 to Deoember, 1939
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1939

/BUI DINGS AND Gmu S (FOLD HALL)

VEBLEN. o.

acUities

Bi raphical

2/10
a/l,3
2/14

Flexner to Veblen. Regard1 plans for pac assignment
in uld Hall. Ironically su eest tbat Scnoal ot Historical
Stud1es and School of Economics and Polit1cs will likew1se
bave d1st1n ished v1sitors.

See other letters.

IV.20
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1939

t,;oAlUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Faoilities

2/10
2/14

LE R, A. Blo ra uie&.!

VEBIEN, •

Flexner writ s two rath r sharp letters to
indio ti that th Sohool or athematio is se
corral /Ilore space in the new uil ing than it
to.

Veblen,
king to
IS the right

e, I - 1-0.;..--.-
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1939 .5/4.

Blographio 1

aeilitles

Corpor tlon

GROUNDSAn

FOUND n

BAM RG R. C. LAVINIA

A 1 t r to Mr. Hou 0 on. May 4. 1939. aeklng /lim to
be ores nt e a few re t t e corner tone 1 ying.

Plied In (,;hronolo Ie File under 1939. 5/4.

Dl~ootor's ~11e8
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~/4

Co or Ion

L) .e 11 •
B

vi • • 1' r • 1 4. 1939.

1 1 t 1 Q at 12: .fr.~ •

L • A.

Ie e to 111

T • co •

139

1 39,

••
e.
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• 1939)
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t. tiat
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1939 5/12
S/l3

• t1

..01 iti.

DoolDS,

t

•

l.~ r, 12. )' .

,Ug;u... , • 193 •

.. 1•
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1939

IT" A Facilities

5/31

Jen red iok Larson to Veblen regarding Fuld 1.

Se 0 ceo

FA (Elea Jenkins) 3/19/77. wI1
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1939 8/8

LL (BUILnD G AND G RO I ) Facilities

Medallion o~ Institute seals and
Carrie Fuld and Felix uld (Konenkov).
placement in Fuld Hall. Al 0 Line ein l

D, Fuld Repairs

pI quee
All we

bust.

o~ L. B mberger,
ord red for
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1939

D G. lJHOS cH1t1ell

B10gr. Meal

II to Balley, Ser>b!:lIb8r 15, 1939.

e 1s inq it DO th t the In titute ron
urrounding the bullninC t1 ly 87:ll t rrom tt

t • IIlBdler of the In titut. will v to ~8 into Juld
or October 1, the d t on Mch the deterll1llation wUl
is or 1s rot exe . t from tion. WI know t the ans to IlIOn out
Dr. J'lexnar'lI otf1c. d t t of the S.C~8tary of . t on th. 18th of llta r,
'11t 1t is rtllnt th t at 0 bout the tiM na ot the te sors a
:>0 1ble t'1ke u the1r :lOrk in the new building, even th h t. flY m:y be tam)O 11y
inconven1enced t~uch tbe .. ce ot the alia."

J'le:mer to ass.. 58 a" 16. I
15th.W He ,oa on to BII3 ~ t the:tumi e
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JIleIIl)eI,8 of the In titute will lIlO're in ly in the k of e te r 18th. RSo thAt
tiltlMl i erT son to bui tb.: t tes ora 11 0 are in rinceton will be t
their de 8 5 er 25th. Inde ,all are ,..nx1ou to continue ti'eir o.cnde c work

thout interru t1on." TI e acllde c tera ODena October 1, h ~8J therefore nll th
new IIIiO rs ~ not s tled t t dnte.

D J'Ue, 88, 19.39-1946
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LARSOIf. J. F.

1939

ILDI A GROU ao111t1ea

lIiographic a1

9/23

Larlon to Mill Marie C. ic ller. S pte ber 23. 1939.

Propoles a staff setup for the Inst1tute operati from
the building providi for a uperintendent of J3uilaing for the
operation an int nanoe of the buil i and the Superintenaent
of Grounds for the outside planli an landloape work.
Superintendent of uildi would have oharge of cleaning and
repairl, and Iho ld presumably be oapable of doing the repair
work himlelf. The uperineandent ot rounds sbould have
autbority to ire ad itio help uri the busy lealons.
Tb~ made a reoommendation for luperineendent of uildi s,
a carpenter fo n by t nUle of arren Erskine.

D. Larson, J. F driok, 1938-1940
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1939

BurL I S A onou I'" Faoilities

10/25

Haas8 to exner. Oot b r 25 •. 1939.

"Your su 8e tion about 69 A1 x nder tre tare 1denoe for
th Welches seems quite practicable. 1f we do not have to undergo too
much expense in reoonditioni it for resi ential purpo~ s. At the Bame
tiro I mu t r mInd you th t r had b en in hope that the University
would ta~ ov r tti property. ev n!~ th did 0 witoout any oaso
pa:,," nt an wholly on IllOrtg at 4So a I h ve alway look d fo ward to
toi item s an off et to the co t of uld H 11."

D 11. Hex'cert H. Maas t 1939-1946
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1939

P!U C '1'0 U IVE ITY Hel tiona

11/24

AI

BUILDI AllD ouxm acUitie

69 Alex er treet ap C8 tor Dr. itton's Listen! Post.
I. A. • to rent houa. Co ttee authorize approach to
Pr!meton University to buy 69 Ale ander tre •

xecut 1IV8 C;l i ttee Minut 88

".

L
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It I S MID G OUND
(69 Alexander Street)

Fac1l1tle

4/9

• M. Biograph1cal

arle to Aydelotte, Apr1l 9, 1940.

e tB U 1 69 Alexander r tr t for hou 1 IlIlI b rB
or be In t1tue, bachelors. no kitchen fac1l1ties •

D, Earle. dward •, 194C-1944
. '
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1940 4/29

acl]j1;1eA,A

Blograohi 1

BUILDIID. AND GROUNDS

A LO T • F.
WISTER. J FiN C.

See source below for oorrespondenoe on 1~dsoap1ng of Olden Manor
and the Institute as between Aydelotte an W.bster.

Th same file 80 contains uch correspondence with Larsen on
the 01 en Manor, Fuld Hall, and Faculty Hous1ng.

A 11e. lAS (Transfer)
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2. (I

PIiINC T

VEBLE ,

AND R U

UNIVr,HSITY

•

Veble to Ay lott, July 29, 1940.

acllit1e

1 tlon WOAI

7/29
7/31

'\
. Cite an artiole in ew YOlk Times T Tl freot t t the

fLea ue of Nations t eOhnioarsectI'On Is comin to Princeton, and the
expeotation 1a It will be housed in ne Hall. Veblen write In alarm

a in th t i will destroy he atmo phere whioh 0 e who provided the
fun tor th buildin an th e Who have worked th re s 10 , have
tried to oreate.

ycelotte to eblen, July 31. A ~ees it would e a reat i take
to a end the eoonomics roup of the Leagu of Nationa to Fine Hall, "and
I hop you will tand .fIrmly by that os! tion in apeaki to Eleenhart
or anyone in autnority." e says it i hi Jua nt that th eoonomics
seotion s houln be housed in the Imt tute, en the publio health eotion
at the Rockefellet Institut an the Opium Control possiblp at
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69 A1 xander street, ca11in on the University ~or 1i rary facilities
all( 0 ther things o~ that kind which tl1ey can furnish.

e, Os. 1 len
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1940

/BUILDI NG AND G OU (MAXWELL PROP RTY) Fao111t1ea

9/16
9/17

Vebl n and Aydelott have talke to &Xvell Who wants
'175,00 for h1 oom lete property, w1th 30, 00 tor the seventy
acr 1 1 b low the traction line. Ay elotte wr1teeto Maus,
Septe er 16, an aska if the In t1tute should d10ker with him.

Maass to Ayc.elotte, September 17,1940. He 18 ditf1dent
about negotiat1ng wIth Maxwell for two rea ana: 0 is that

\
Bamberger would consi er it an extravagance to aoqu1re a itlonal
real estate} seoond, that axwell should be oonoerned about whether
the In titute w11l purohase, and thinks that 175,00 18 out
ot the question, and 30,000 tor the rear aor a e 1s
prohibitive.

xoerpts tro a DAR magazin story, ebrua , 1926, on
oer Manor and its histor1c setting. The Battle of Priweton

was a aignifioant Viotory 1aK in the Revolution. On ept mber 15,
1776, the ritilh ha taken possession of ew ork City, and

as hi ton went south, t &king hi. generals and 1 8S than 4,ooc r ged

D, Maxwell, Robert C.
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n aorosa New Jersey under hot pursuit,
Pennsylvania. If the British bad pursue
wou.ld have destroyed thelll, but General
pursuit.

an r tr ate
them. they

Howe did not

to
roba~

order

It was froll ttl ir oampi ound in Pennsylvania that
Washi ton launched on Christmas night the attaok on the
Hessia at Trenton. taking 1,0 risoners, l'QoBin but
4 n. The men w 0 navigated the Delaware that ni t were
eeafari men from Marbleh ad, asaohusetta: Colonel John
Grover's r gim nt.

t,

followed.
3. 1 77.

hermann of
his brigade

of Janu

On omay, Deoel'llber 30. a hi ton, who had again returned
to PennaylvllD.ia after the battle, established his headquarters at
Trenton, and moved his main army aorOSB th te war from
Pennsylvania. He eoided to barrass t British &rm1 at midni
and by a rapi mareh aroun til left flank of the ri tish
trike its rear guard at Princeton. in

a vaned party und 00 d of aJor Isaac
Conneotiout 1 d, and General ew ereer and
They started about one o'olook in the morni
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They h a oouple of bl u and moved sll ntly ln the night.
Mere r's men numbere about 350.

The firl b gan at about 120 te.t. e rltish ~er.

bett r armed than t e er c ns who fled after tirl three
volles in tive minutes. a ln ton who ~as behlnd reer's
briga e w s on foot leadi his I troops, and so lnspired them
that the British retre ted 1 avi guns and supplies. The
British lost a out 40 In t e Battle of ~inc8ton, t
Am ricans about 100. General ercer's hor.e wa shot from
un er ~, an h 1 d i. n on foot trying to r lly t m,
but wa attacked, beaten own, and inourre eeven bayon t wounds
anc two h ad injuries. ne died on the attl flel u er the oak.
(The ·er er Oak).

Thf) battl wa
Jo eph C rk place.
aya, but part 0 on

fou t principally in the
eree oad as lot a ro
of th farma.

orohar on th
in Revolutiona y

At the time
lh7 aores with

f the articl (1926) Robert C.
fronta e of 1,8 0 teet on ercer

eroer owne
oad.
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Th axwell Hou e is a oompo ite. lhe tront ot the house was
the front of old St. eorg 's Hall w ioh stood at llJ 13th and
Aroh treets, Philadel hla. ha Corint.lan oolumn 1n the halls
c tI'J m a rwo of houe es bull t by John Jaoob Astor at rca. way
and 11th treet, ew York. The Italian marble mantel In ~he

drawl room 0 ms from the ho e of A. T. tewart, and the
oarved wooden M ntel 1n the 11br ry trom the In1 room of
J. P. Morg , the ohan l1er from a ohateau In F noe, ato.
Tn pipe or an wa Installed 1n 1914.

, axw II, ob rt C.
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1 'f.~ J:I:±;
10/14

/BUILllThOS OHOU Facilit.ies

T1n1sh1.n{; of 4th noor tor luncheons and to houae hettel' the e ot Nat:l.otl8
statt annour.cad

T. :1.. - 1 /14/ - .'
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1/0

•,,p Uill S aell1tles

lograp cal

arle C. lahels r to Ay elotte r gar in move headi s.

See auree.

~ ( lsa Jenkins) 3/19/57, File '0. 4.
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1941

BUILDI Facil1ti ,

1/20

ar1e C. E1chel,.r to y elotte regar 1ng above head1 •

ee 0 c.

~ ( 1 a Jenkin,) 3/19/57. File No.4.

'.
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a 111 1 •

r 0 1

10

aU::L E;lllOJ.O

t
o 1

•
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~ ( 1 a Je~lrnD) 3/1 I 7. • •
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1941

RotnlnS FaoUlties

4/15

J. F. 10 raphl a1

A 0 T • F.

Ay elotte ask rson for oonflde tlal st te of building
buil In D. ay~oney ls in prosp ot, but by no ana a
certainty. eep confidential.

D, Larson, J. redrick, 1941-
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1941

~ILDING A TD anou

HOUSING

AYDELO' T , F.

LARSON, J. T.

aclli tle

Biogrllp hieal

6/16

Ay elotte ks arson what he knows about Arthur C. Holden
of 570 Lexington Avenu who i do! notable work in pre-fabricated
hou es, b cause the housi situation in Prine ton is becoming
impossible. Hol en is doing work in efenae hou ing. Larson
replie tha t he oe n' t know about HoI n' s work, but will look
into it. He doe.nlt think that defense housing woul look well
at tne Institute.

Larson to y elott , JUly 7, 1941. Has eonferr d with
Holden, and s made a plot for Holdenls us in group! house.
Houses are to e double with a rew ingle--double houses to hav

i 1 ntranee for appearance. He has got second y plot for
the futur •

D, Larson, J. Fredriok, 1941-

"

'"" .
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1941

I J) AND GOOU ND3 acHiti

8/19
8/27

AVD ~OTTE, F. Biographical

Aydelotte to Miss Bern tta iller, August 19, 1941

The Listening Post EE is abandoning 69
Please go over th I' and estimate the co t
up and furni hi it and the revenues Which
r alized from renting a roo to individu
th Ins ti tute.

lexaa er treet.
of fixi it

4ght be
mber s or

Miller to Aydelotte, August 27, 1941, a wire. Sixty-nina
will ceo odate twelve. eeds general paint job an much
addi ti onal plumb1 as there ar'8 only two baths.

D Ie, Aydelotte, Frank, 1930-194$
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1941

/BUILDI OS A G OUNDS

PARTICIPATIO IN ADMINISTRATION

9/22

Facllitie

Aoacemic Personnel

The tanding Committ e reported through Professor Meritt on the
a igI1lllllnt of spaoe in Fuld Hall and 69 AleXander Street. After
tentative disposition of available spaoe, it b oame apparent that Fuld
Hall would not accommodat all needs unless three members of the Leagu.
of N tions staff could be aocollU .odat d in the board Room. Thia would
make way for the us of regul r ro ms by members of the Institute.
The Standin COllUnittee recommended suoh disposition, and this wuld
involve the taking of Faoulty lunches in the regul r lunch room. The
report was not adopted, but the m tter was terred baok to the Committee
for re-study and pow r to aot. Dr. Aydelotte invited the Faculty to hold
the monthly lunohes at his home if it beoame necessary to use the aoulty
lunch room for the League.

D Minutea Faoulty, 1939-1947

,. ,
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/BUILDI~S AND GRaJNDS Faoilities

1 13
10/7

Aydelotte to Larson and over regarding Building C.

Flle in Vertical File under "B" gor Bulldin

F. A. , 1/81'57

and Gr C1t •
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1942

fOIIXJlmS AND GROUN S

(69 Alexander treet)

HOUSl G

Faoilities

1/26

P. 2. Disoussion ot sale raised by aass.
ationa statt oooupying.

ue ot

P. 4. Maass saw Sarnott rega
opin d I. A. S. would have to do s

Trll tees' Minutes, 1/26/42

i ho~ ing in Princeton-­
e ttl! to turnish oua! ng.
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1912

/BUHDI .. Al'ID GROU

5/13

FaoHi ties

the
the

have

There was a bowling green
tandin Co itte. decided
amenities and the oomfort
a benoh under the presidi

in tront ot the build in • and
that it would ..j ...Wrl!x add to
ot bowlers and onlookers to

cherry tree.

D. Minutes of the tandin Committee of the IIC y, 1~O-1946

,
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I BUl D 05 Ar:D QROU ms
(69 Ale nder st.)

eso1ution re sale or 69 llexander St.

Unutes Truat AprU 20, 194)
D 69 ld r ~t.

F 0 ties
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1~3

IWI SA. O~U~ aoi~ities

2/1

There was a heating crisis at the Institute in January met and
overcome partially beoause Wesley Daunoey and Professor Meritt acted
promptly to ecure substantial conai nment of oil prior to th effeoti~enes8

of the new restriotions.

D. Minutes. Faculty. 1939-1941

•
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1943

UILDIIDS AND GROUND

AYDELOTTE, F.

Aydelot~ to Pal"'.ofeky, July 21, 191L3.

Facll1tiea

Blogra hica1

7/21
7/26

He wanta hls advice about the common ro ~m. He h 8 alway. been
unhappy bout it, nd he has a niece, Vivia nard, who is an interior
deoorator, and he was rath r herrl ed at th ugllness of the co on
room comp red wlt the beauc,. n oh of the library. he t ln} the
oOllllJX)n ro ha ..reat pos lbl1ltles an would love to t her h (; at
oing it ov r. ner idea 0 far are to do SO,ll t 1 about th ru~--

lth r to have it y d or to dose of lt alto3e~er' T.R ve somebody
draw a rellef ap--a kin of bird' -eye vlew/~g ~ut~f r 8£ flreplace,
an so to paint the woo en mats around the Chin ae stone pic tures in
old Chinese red.

Aydelotte 8&18 hela ahy of deooratora; they make everytning look
flurfy.

Panofsky to Aydelotte, July 26, lS43.
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"I am very muoh interested in your lane to improve the Common
Room. he rug i of oour e the main 9bstaole, but unf'ortunately not
the only one; the room has so many doora and windows that it re mbles
& 'soo.&l hall' on a boat rather than a se ato academio oommon room, and
it might be a viaabl& to maxe a virtue out of thi fault by an attempt
to •lighten' everything in it (perh a ever slip oovera for so e of the
chairs y do OI1le good if sl.01taol terilll can be had). t any rate
I shall be deli hted to loo~ t our friend's desi nand ive y o~lnlon

for what it is worth."

D e, P ofakJ. rwin, 1936-1~
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1944

/BU n.aS AKD GRCU 'acUi 1es

1/25

The CCIIIIl1ttee on Bu1ld1nes and Grounds waa appointe to atudy the probl_ at
11v1n1l quarters tor m.ben.

Tr. Min. 1/25/44 - p. 6
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~T.nI SAG UNDS

Cf~OL OF ECO 0 IC~ AND POLITIC
(League of Nation8 Section)

12/5

Faoilitie8

Aoademic Or nization

reporte that uld Hall
i8 b 1,. 6verorow ed return 0 r members of the
Faculty an an influx of new mber, an th 0 rd decide.
to take avantage of a r&.c1ous offer by th Princeton
Theo10 ioa1 Semi ry of convenient roo for the u e of
certain officer of the Economics S ction of t Le gu ot
Nations.

Tru te 8' .inute8, ecemb r 5. 1944. pag 13 and 14

,
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IL I G G OU~ chitie

1</15

Letter from Aydelotte to Maass, 12/15/44, in regar to buying of
additional land.

1 d under C~ronolo oal 1e JlJ44, 12/15.

D f'il , r rbert '1. aEl , (1IJ39-l946)
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1944

.4 ILl\lUO AN GROUNDS J' ci11t1es

Bio a Meal

12/18

II to A;ydelotte, 1" lying to Aydelotte'll D oe 15, 1944, ge t1ng
reba e of entire ronert,.. 11."\&116 18 beari on the rc~ e. He

It es little to be g ined b bupng cr' e in i~her Plot? or Plot 3. It would be
t r to buy the ntire ell ro erty, this, wI bell to be nti l;y un800nolll10111

in rtew of the e ice involTed,.nd t could be done ter the war with 0.

1JIi1Ar nut of 1IlOnllY in the c n trurUon of un bulldin or 1 din 8 on 1 n
nlr d;y 0 ed the 1 1tute. Cert'inly we h T a_ 1 ere e on hioh to d ala
anyt in th t ~ he n edful for the In t~tute'lII futu~e, d the quiition 0 the
liar. ell 'O',erty • l.~nd for 160,0 0 or therel\bout, wo.ld be unjustified a renl er, te
inve tll.)Qt 0 to hioh woul be chi d ro h u in the like llJIOunt of our
oll,i tundll for bull ng aro e8 in ., future.·

D. rUe, Herbert H•

• 'l!" •
" .<"t-t,

1946
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1 '1-5

um s OROO acUities

1/19

...w:,........ O,;,ru........, ph1eal

Veblen prell ted a letter to Goy. g. sugg .t that the S'tate p.u'Cbase the
field of t e ttle of .ceton and d velor> it 1r.to a state F It nil felt that it
would be valUllble 1'01' the Instit te to have this property II it bordered their property

wllUld. preved dfSVeloJaent for real estat.. It nil voted that a c ittee n t1.ate
with'S. rt :.axwell or the purcha8e of the land.

rr. 1. - 1/19/45 - PP. 2-)

§~f
j "
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1945

/BUIIDI US AND ROUNDS Fao111t1 II

10/3

W. Dou as Sm1th to Aydelotte regard1
purohae •

Maxwell property

Let er flled ln Chronolo leal flle under 1945, 10/3.

A, 10/30/56

, ,"
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LO E, j. A.

G UN AC1 1 I

BIOOR HI .AL

10/19

Veblen on axw 11 strip. Lowe 8.1 8 house. pp. 2-4.

Tru tee' I inutes, 10/19/45

•
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1945 11/30

vC 1 AND G NJ.) FacUities

E, Biographical• •

IT • I!. D.

a to eritt:

I. A. S. bou t t or ell property.

Merl tt. • A. •

'.
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A G OUNDI I

AYD T,OT , •

senities

Bio rap ieal

9/19

A~ elott to W. D la Smith, rine ton.

I. A. • w to ke p Coo
ap, but to expu e e te sion of

We own all thl property now; M
on exp ~1ng.

eritt, I. A. S.

(oodman cads n Township
attl oa to axwell Lane.

ritt' Earl's titl pend.
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1947

lBUILDIlOS A

MERITT, B.

VEBLEN, O.

GROUND Fac1lities

Bio ra >hical

9/18

AYDELOTT , F.

OP NHE.IMLR, R.

Meritt claim Herzf 10 10 vacant office, traditionally hum ni tic
space for Ho r Thompson. Veblen insists that it hould be a8 igned to
Siegel and should become a part of t he quarter dedic ted to Mathematios.
Aydelotte reco end. to Oppenheimer that a permanent d ci ion shoula be

po tponed wntil the number of members of the In8titut have decreased or
wntil som additional small bUildings for embers have been ereoted. Re
suggests putting both Tho pson and Siegel into theae Herzteld rooms.

A. File J. Robert Oppenh 1m r
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1947

ILDING GROUNDS

SC OOL OF M T ,TICS
SCHOOL 0 llUMAlIT TIC STUDI
AYDELOTTE, F.

9/18

FacilIties

Academic organization

BlograJhical

Ayd 10tt to ppenheim r, eptember 18, 1947.

ritt s H rtzt 1d l s of ice ntraditionall H anistic
spaoe" sho b I hompson, n w mam r 0 • chool of
Humanistic ~tu i • At tI:l tim , V h1 n requ st that
lIertafel IS spaoe sho be a a1 nba to 'ie 1 lln 8ho141 beco part ot
th q art rs a Icate to m t e tics. y elotte oe ot wish to ueei e
the questi n since he i leavin. he advises ppenhe1mer to adopt a
temporarp solution postponin perm ent deei ion until th numb r of
III b r of the In titute ha deer ase~ or ntl1 a dit~onal bui ings e
built. t wOcl be physically po sible to ut both Thompson an ~i g 1
in the rtzfel rooms. He h an impr s ion, no~ever. that ~iegel is
contented 'ith a s 11 roo w. ch he h s be noocupying, an "I hav a
kin of cone rvative r eling that the fewer aha BE w ke at this
mom nt. the bett r. n

All•• J. Robert Oppenh illler
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A G Ru1.i

l~ 7

11 I

GE (NlJ SCAO)L)

9/idi.
10/10
lC /13

aoUiti B

aoHities

PARTIO PATlON I AD 1 T TION Aca e io Per onne1

emo B rnetta 11 er on member I tlGs1r for nurs
Standln Conll.lttee ('aculty> reoo!'llllle etlon on a881
room to • iegle.

Ue In hrono1og1oal Fl1e u er 1~7. 9/~.

A. 1 /30/56

sohool.
nt of 1trany' 8

, , .
"
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BUILDINGS AND GR.:,UND

AYDELOTTE, F.

WWE, E. A.

Fac il1t1e

Biogra:Jhical

9/29

Aydelott to Lowe, in Paris, France, eptember 2 , 1947.

"I am a good eal concerned about the rooms ich we now oc cupy
in common. We have admitted for this year an extraordinary~ number
of mathematicians. Indeed, the number is equal to the total number
of members of the Inptitute in past years, but the is nothi for it
except to aa ign eske in the library for most of the younger n. I
am greatly conc~rned the the eLA, the • odes Scholarships and the
Guggenheim ~ellowships should b able to preserve their title to this
little et of rooms. e are a pretty tight fit as it is and I do
not t hinlc the.e rooms a suitable place for m thematiciane. . 'e have no
blackboards and it would be very difficult for younger members to go and
come without disturbing the r t of us to such an extent as to make life
impoB i b1e. n

File, E. A. Lowe
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P 0 SO.

~uILDINGS AND GROU

MEM ,5

10/7

Academ.o P lsonn 1

Faoil1tie

blioations

om- ....h1 1AYDELO'I''W, "'.

C NIf\S, H.

GOLDMAN, H.

Aydelotte to Goldman, Ootober 7, He i abo~t to retire.

" •••mathematicians are doing still mor astoundi things and have
actually something like 7S members in mathematics and mathematical physics
comi this year. The result i , ot course, that the Institute i. impos­
sibly crowded. Wo d you have any objection to one or two people
working in your room until such time as you return when they could b
removed to tbB library. The whole que tion of emeritus member (Which
olas I join on October 16) is getti to be a little embarras ing, in
view of the unprecedented demands on In titute space. I have
est blished myself in Lowe's quarters in a quite small room which

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
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Gil Stott and I share. I id not want to b in the po ition at
oocupying a laree spaoe. At the same time, I fe 1 very strongly that the
In titute would lose a lot if it did not provide di!nified quarters for

embers smeritu , and I intend to maintain that point 0 vIew vigorously
in th meeti of the oard of Tru.tees. Of oourse, th only real thing
to do is to buil some additional buil Ing with small rooms for
members; and meanwhile we ust just get on a best we oan, .>ut I think
it is de 1rable to allow t rnporary u of any room that may be vacant."

He not s that the chool of Humanistic Studie i doing well.
Homer Tho Bon 1s on the job, "and to orrow we ar pre.enti for the
second tim to the rac ty t nomination of Cher 1s .1\ Previously
Miss Goldman has thanked"Dr. Aydelotte for the suoce sful arrangem nts
with Datus Smith at the Princeton Pres tor tIle publioat10n of r boo.

he is recoveri

A. File, Hetty Goldman

om operation for a brain tumor.
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UILDI OS A GROUNDS

10/8

Faoilities

Aydelotte disoussed prooedure in allooating or the ln titute
apartments. He reared the apartment might 10 e their tax-exempt status
as oollege dormitori s if they were rented to m mbers of the Fao ty.
Veblen pointed out that it had been the gular polioy of rinoeton
University to rent a oertain numb r of dormitory units to memb r8 of the
University teaohi 8tafr. Aydelotte indioated that if the State
adh red to its pre ent tax polioy, th In titute ought seriously to
oonsider movi to another tate.

D, Minutes Faoulty, 1939-1947
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1947

'oosn

1.88

10/

eha .an of ea.t1t on Udinga aXld GroundlI. Mr. Veblen reec.aend that,

(1) a cial e ttee ineJ.ud1nc Dr. Cppenh 1m r be appointed to at probl_ or
t onal .pIle tor rs and to report bacJc to Truate •

(2) that tb:1.e ee-dttee be authorised to prov1de an IIl8t1.tute garage and workeb1p
(J) Minor a1teraUoD8 in FIIJ.d Hall be authorised in order to uke pres nt

taa1ll.t1e. of P'Mter un.

Veblen referred to a letter traa Julian Bigelov apre88ing aat1efact1onj{ with n8lf
hoUs1nc tacU1t1... on the part or one ot the ueere. ae thouaht tb1e • the general
tell.1n& among tenante.

'Il. • 1 /9/47 • 11
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1947

A 1101 GS AND GROUNDS

AYD LOTT , F.

LOT , • A.

o a postcard to
in our wing? Over my dea
put everytnlng in order.

A. File. E. A. Lowe

Ayd lott • Ootober
body' An yours?

Yours in earne t.

10/),0

Facilities

lographioal

10, 1947, "Mathematioians
sa4l10§ October 25;

• A. L.
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A GROU acHiti

OP • R. Bio raphioa1

William radleye loyed December 15. l~7 • • a
auperintendent.

1 trau88, aintenance
in ew York, had been do n helpl
pr or to tha t time.

D, Lelde.dorr, • D., 1946-

fro Leide dorf's b 11 ll11J
Oppenhe er ro t ee weeka
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BUILDDICS M.'D GllOUNDS FacHUiell

4/15

The 0 neera of the Board were giv powwr to lllake a decision on hether 011 not
the Ilmtitut hO' purchase the Turnbull property on the comer of Mercer St. and Olden
Lane. It ~ fI J4fe and opac1O'I and l'I1eht sorve as II. lest house •

• r. lin. !~/15/11? p. J

",
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AID G UND Faol11tl

4/22

ls49, pr 1 22, r po 1111 r 1 y to Op enhelm r.
analyzl the Turnbull 10 i far e. tlm tell
total 00 t S2,OCO w1th 1 rov nt. Ye rly
op rat1 00 t tl te 9,1$0. If ntal. ~~~ ot
100 a room p r month wer 0 r e on th Beoon rloor and
o a ont on t t11r floor an umln hou e to be

fully 0 cuple tor 1 onth. of aob calero year, radley
e t ted t i wo 1 n oe8 for tt lr tltu e to

ald1z vle op ration t ue 00 t of p rox! ate t
5,oe a y ar. Tn Turnbull wer. tol no.

• Turnbull Hou

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Building and Grounds 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



U110I S AND aROUNnS Facilities

4/25

A letter from Geor e A. Brakely, V1ce-Pr s1dent and Treasurer of
princeton Univ rs1ty, to AyC lotte.

ItAlthough we are ve y mocb disappointed, I am very glad to have the
apeci "1c 1nfo tion a t the action taken at the eeti of t be
Institu e.

lilt a
the Inllt1tut
B tlefl •

a~ by ycur attitu e anc yvur belief that sooner or later
will ake a re son ble contrio tlon of property to the

It· enover you can arran e with r. a s, I a 11 be gl d to hav
a ohance 0 t i with hi .n

A Fl1 , Institute for AdvL~ced Study
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I BUIIDn os .uiD OROONDS Joacil.1.tie

Discu!lll1on of proposed !lite tor lake ae orial. to Mr. B berg r and Ire. 'ul.d.
It _8 CN carried. that the Director be authorized to EIllp10y 0QIlp8 nt engineering
and rose: po .. •1"'11. !I to tieore1op pl3n to be :'ll1l::r1l1t to the oa to," approvaJ..

T::-. 'in. 5/2.'}/'V) ll. 4

..
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Bl1:IIJ)ll1~ D OIROONDS

loIn

• rpr reported ClI1 the PI"Opoeed plan the B_berl_Fuld K-nal. '1'b1a
would 1nolude a ret 11k, a 11'U. patb~ t • edp of the lavn beb1nr1 FulI1 Ball

the l1lle, oat .. a t U to t tan
......~I a ca ion brld&- , a -n the tb .148

~)J.1lt7 l.1Jle w1tb ....-.l l'Ut1o beno. • bran.. p1a bear1nI the
rCllllDdere' e. The ..U-ted tot U _,5000. The~ of the

_ we to be lett to. •

"It oani.ed t
coord1n& to tbu plan, and t •

tb1I ."

r. lin. J.OI 149 p. 1
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aoveu lOt.Q,EJ;JtllAL

aaU1t1N

e us .. in approa on of laIIll to tbe te to e into •
t.tlet1.eld P • The D1rector ta1d UIll_ ~ taotore Wl'lt 1'&1Md the us

wcul.d rIOt OOM1dft' ~.. cl:I and 110 ftln-"1e 1a1'ld tor tb1e~e•

(nate)

tiiJl.1LllKlS .om QIL'U~

• e:e-l 1l/15/l¥i p. 1

.,
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c. • u/l5/1t1 p. 2
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1950

~lJILDniGS AND OR UNDS

4 21

Fao11.t1es

Gov rnment Re t 10nsOElD::RAL (STATE)

GIFTS 1 ce

Furth r oon 1 erat10n of the gUtt of the
State Park.

tt1eground

Exeou t1ve Co tte M1nutes, Feb. 21, 1950, p. 6
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1<;50 8/11

~ILDING AND GROUND

GIFT~

TA TION (ST TE)

Facil1tie.

Finance

Government Relations

Letter of Augu t 11, 1950, Gov mor Alfr d h. Driscoll
to Dr. Oppenheimer, answ ri Oppenh im r' of April 24, which
stated that the Truste s a without power or authority
to giv 1 an to the b ttlefield on nt.

The Governor writes bitterly that the aotion ot the
Board is "di appointing}' nd unsatisfactory!' He refers back
to the time when a repres ntative of th lIE titute asked
his eS.TWx sup ort for a law to authorize
a ceruain tax- xempt priv~l ges for t Institute. He
agreed with the program, and reoolllllJl!lmed that the Legislatua

adopt the legislation, and apprmved it When it was adopted.
The In titute through its representative as ur
Governor Drisooll of its appreciation and th hop that it
oould somed~ rep~ the debt. "Thus far there bas been
little evidenoe of any r al apprediation on the part of the
Institute. Perhaps the whole subjeot should be reconal er d again. n
(Blaokmail? )
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Al 0 see Oppe~~ei r to Driscoll, October 21, 1950.
Oppenhe r ay that the tax-e~empt provisions benefited
otbllr educational institutions in the tat of New:tersey:
that in the memory of no Trust.e was the Institute1d ceding
dnlXXuJdl:JlJi:lu:Jlli:xrlSJIIX the state lan for the use of a
battlefield monument a condit.l.oIl of the oonmideration or
support of the legislation granti the tax-emempt tatus.
The Board of Trustee , as a tt r of f ot, ireoted
Op e r to communicate to th Governor, "their
un.quivical dissent fro th view expres e in your letter."

As a furt r m tter or fILct, th re i nothing
extraor i ry about th tax-exempt status enjoyed in New Jersey
by the rr. titu • Other state g nt dmilar tax-exempt
status to educ tion 1 in titutions. the ore, the
Tru tee w r of the opinion th t the large estate eaxes,
alr aay pai by the Institute to New Jersey not equitable,
and that the 1 gislatdon granting future exemption was rather
le than .. ore than the minimum requirement of the state
in its relatl ns with its ducational in titutiona.
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However, tne
wl1~ing to go over
Governor' letter,
Governor for this

Chairman of ~ 0 ,Mr. aass, is
all the qu tiona raised in the
and Ir. ~1aae8 will meet with the
urpo e.

Drisool to Oppenhei r, October 23, 1~50. p.egar less
of t memory of the Trust es, th 1r view do ~ot alter
the faots. Irrespeotive of the propriety ot the state's
aotion in exempting from taxes the Institute, "very definite
repre entatio were made at the time the legistlation lola
under consi eration. He says this has been confirmed to him
just reoently.

October 2/. 1950, Op enheimer to urisooll. In view
of the Governor's insi teno. t t a promise was made. he
will have to refer the «.mr••••Xt•• oorrespond noe to
Mr. l aass Who has been from the beginning had under
oonsideration bo th ot t he problems to 101 ch the Governor
refers I the relief of the 11'11 tl tu te trom taxation under
the statutes of New Jersey, an the problems of oooperation
with the battlefield !Ilorial and the state's plana for it.
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19;;0

-"UILDI G Arm G OUNDS

10/20

I~ac1l1tlea

G J.L ( .. 'J T.) Government Relatio

10 ra leal

PP. 4 an ppendl £or re[Jort on
the Oovernol' office on t e ceasion of 1 a

Trustees' inutee, 10/20/S0

got1at ions wit h
an ta atlon.

•
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1

14

•

1 I, I 1 1, p. 1
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1951

~ILDI

10/25

aa1lities

G

C

AL (STAT

IT:r

JERSEY) Gover nt He tiona

Aea emie Per on 151

BLE , O. io ra oa1

The B rd gave to
reoapture if the Batt
an area m ked 2 in a

t tate ot 'ew
field state Park
ape

JerBe,., sUbJ at to
sho d be abandoned.

Veblen, though an Honorary Tru tee, was re-appointed
Chairman of the Standing 00 ttee on dui1di sand Groun 8,
and all standi eo itteell were re-appointed bY' the chair.

peola1 M t1 or the ~e eliot th Corporation, 10/25/51
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1 te. 12/17/41
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1 /31

WEJ::D. • eo.'l,pnl.I>.1

r ............,. • •

•

Let r tr to

1 in C~)nolo 1

t n. 0 0 3. 19 "

1 • 1 5 • 10/31.

• John •• • ter1i 01 t
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1955

/BUILDIID AND GROUNLS

April an May

Pac liti I

e letter of 0 wald Veblen (Apr.l 29. 1955) and Aydelotte
(May 6. 1953) objectIng to the location of the housing projeot. the
alot plan?? , anc the de 1 n. Allo Aydelotte objectl to
estroyln u eabie ho es at pre nt In the project.

A. P let lnatitut for A vanoed Study
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