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Abstract

The rich sira literature relating to the careers of imams is a genre characteristic for the Zaydi com-
munities in Yemen and in Iran. These documents were composed by close companions, secretar-
ies or other personnel in their vicinity, often inspired in structure and terminology by the sizz of
the Prophet Muhammad. Their primary function was to legitimize the imams, and describing
their merits therefore formed an important element of such documents. The sirz of the Imam
al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Aba Tayr Ahmad b. al-Husayn (d. 656/1258) was composed by Sharaf
al-Din Yahya b. al-Qasim al-Hamzi (d. 677/1278-9). The primary significance of the section of
the sira that is devoted to Ahmad b. al-Husayn’s formation, which is edited and analysed in the
article, is that it provides a detailed picture of the intellectual scene in Yemen during the 7th/13th
century and informs us about the characteristics of the formation of scholars during this period.
Moreover, the document informs us about the works that were part of the transfer of knowledge
from Iran to Yemen that began with the unification of the Caspian Zaydiyya and the Zaydis in
Yemen during the imamate of Aba Talib a/-akhir (d. 520/1126) and gradually increased through-
out the 6th/12th century until the death of the Imam al-Mansar bi-llah in 614/1217.

* This is the third in a series of studies dealing with the transmission of knowledge from Iran
to Yemen in the 6th/12th and 7th/13th centuries. “Studies on the transmission of knowledge
from Iran to Yemen I and II” were published in Studia Iranica 39 (2010), pp. 227-78
(“Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar: Abt Rashid al-Nisaburis Kitab Masa'il al-kbilaf fi l-usil”)
and Studia Iranica [in press] (“Mu'tazilism in Rayy and Astarabad: Aba l-Fadl al-‘Abbas b.
Sharwin”).—This publication was prepared within the framework of the European Research
Council’s FP 7 project “Rediscovering Theological Rationalism in the Medieval World of Islam”.
We take the opportunity to thank Camilla Adang, Wilferd Madelung and Gregor Schwarb for
helpful remarks on an earlier draft of this paper.
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I

The rich sira literature relating to the careers of imams is a genre characteristic
for the Zaydi communities in Yemen and in Iran. These documents were com-
posed as a rule by close companions, secretaries or other personnel in their
vicinity, often inspired in structure and terminology by the si7z of the Prophet
Muhammad. Their primary function was to legitimize the imams, and describ-
ing their merits therefore formed an important element of such documents.
Regular components were sections on their religious education praising the
imam’s mastery of the various branches of knowledge as well as the formal
proclamation of the imam’s claim to the imamate (dz‘wa) and the pledge of
allegiance (‘ahd). In addition, documentary sources such as official correspon-
dences, treaties, decrees and letters of instruction, as well as personal memories
etc. often form part of the siras. As such, they constitute valuable contempo-
rary witnesses of the imams’ respective reigns containing detailed chronicles of
the political and military as well as the tribal and at times social history and
administrative practice of the time.'

The earliest sira was that of the Imam al-Hadi ila I-haqq Yahya b. al-Husayn
(b. 245/859, d. 298/911), the founder of the Zaydi imamate in Yemen, com-
posed by his companion ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-‘Abbasi al-‘Alawi.> Among the
earliest biographies of an imam from the Caspian region was that of al-Nasir
li-I-Haqq al-Utrash (d. 304/917), composed by Isfandiyar b. Mihrnash
al-Naysaburi (fl. presumably early 5th/11th century). This document is exclu-
sively known on the basis of the Imami scholar Ibn Tawas (b. 589/1193, d.
664/1266).> Among Ibn Mihrnash’s sources is Akhbdir al-Nasir li-I-hagq by a
certain Abt |-Husayn al-Zahid al-Khatib (he was not a Zaydi), one of Ibn

! For an overview of the genre, see Madelung, “al-HamdanT’s description of Northern Yemen”s
Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” pp. 312ff; al-Raba'i, Sirat al-amirayn al-jalilayn
al-sharifayn, introduction, pp. 31-36.

2 The sira was the principal source of van Arendonk’s De opkomst van het zaiditische imamaat
in Yemen and has been edited as al-"Abbasi al-‘Alawi, Sirat al-Hidi ila I-haqq, ed. Suhayl Zakkar,
Beirut 1392/1972.—On this document see also Madelung, “Land Ownership and Land Tax in
Northern Yemen and Najran,” pp. 189-207; GAS, pp. 346-47 # 9; Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid, Sources,
pp- 82-3 # 1; al-Husayni, Mu'allafiit, vol. 2, p. 115 # 1828; al-Hibshi, Masadir, p. 473.

3 Kitib Siyar [or: Sirat] al-Fitimi alladhi malaka Tabaristan al-Hasan b. "Ali al-ma'raf bi-I-
Nisir li-I-haqq; cf. Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, pp. 335-36 # 553.
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Mihrnish’s transmitters.* The latter work is also mentioned in the Amali of
Abu Talib al-Harani.” Ibn Bilal quotes in his Zatimmat al-Masibih (see below)
from the Akhbir al-Naisir,’ and it is uncertain whether this title refers to Ibn
Mihrnish’s sira of al-Nasir li-l-Haqq al-Utrsh or to Aba [-Husayn’s Akbbar
al-Nasir.” The sira of the Imam al-Nasir li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya b.
al-Husayn (d. 322/934) by his active and prominent supporter ‘Abd Allah b.
‘Umar al-Hamdani is included in the Kitab Akhbair al-Zaydiyya min abl al-bayt
‘alayhim  al-salam wa-shi'atihim bi-I-Yaman of Musallam b. Muhammad
b. Ja'far al-Lahji (d. 545/1150 or 552/1157).® Two biographies are attested for
the Caspian Imam al-Muayyad bi-llah Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Hartni
(b. 333/944, d. 411/1020), one composed by Aba Talib al-Farisi’ and the
other from the pen of al-Murshad bi-llah Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma‘il
al-Jurjani al-Shajari (b. 412/1021, d. 479/1086-7 or 499/1106)."° Other
examples of this genre from Yemen were the sizz of the Imam al-Mansar
bi-llah al-Qasim b. ‘Ali al-Tyani (b. between 310/922 and 340/951, d.
393/1003) by his secretary Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Ya'qub
al-Hamdani;"' the sirz of the son of al-Mansar al-Tyani, al-Mahdi al-Husayn,
by an anonymous author;'? the sizz of al-Manstr al-TyanTs two grandsons, sons
of his elder son Ja'far b. al-Qasim al-Tyani (d. 450/1059), al-Sharif al-Fadil
al-Qasim (d. 468/1075) and Dha |-Sharafayn Muhammad (d. 477/1084),
composed by the amir's secretary, qddi, khatib and official poet Mufarrih

* Cf. Ibn Tawis, Faraj al-mahmizm, Qum: Manshirat al-Rida, 1363/1984, p. 175.

> Cf. Qadi Ja'far, Taysir al-matalib min [fi] Amali Abi Tilib, p. 290.

¢ Ed. al-Wajih, Amman 2002, p. 605.

7 This is also the case with al-Muhalli’s a/-Hadi'iq al-wardiyya, vol. 2, p. 79, where the author
refers to an akhbir work relating to al-Utrash (“wa-dhakara ba'du man sannafa akhbirahu’),
with Aba Talib’s [fada (p. 118) where the author quotes from the Akhbar al-Nasir, and with
Baha’ al-Din Yasuf b. Abi I-Hasan b. Abi I-Qasim al-Daylami al-JilanT’s biography of the Caspian
Zaydi community and its imams who also refers to a work entitled Siyar al-Nasir; cf. Madelung,
Arabic Texts, p. 139.

8 Madelung (ed.), 7he Sira of Imim Ahmad b. Yahyai Al-Nasir li-Din. For a description of the
sira, see also Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” pp. 315f. Cf. also al-Hibshi, Masadir, p. 473;
al-Wajih, A'lam, p. 606 # 619; Ansari, “Tarikh-i Musallam Lahji”.

? Cf. al-Husayni, M allafit, vol. 2, p. 108 # 1812. This work is lost.

0 Ed. Salih ‘Abd Allah Qurban, Sana” 1424/2003; ed. Muhammad Kizim Rahmati in
Mirith-i Bahbairistan (Majmii a-yi 13 risila), Tehran 1388[/2009], pp. 305-88.

" The text has been published as al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Ya'qab, Sirat al-Imam al-Mansir
bi-llah al-Qdsim b. “Ali al-"lyini, San@ 1996. Cf. also GAS, p. 347 # 10; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid,
Sources, pp. 83-4 # 3; al-Hibshi, Masadir, p. 474; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 471-2 # 468. Cf. also
W. Madelung, “Al-Mansur bi'llah,” 7he Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 6, pp. 435-36.

12 Cf. al-Raba’, Sirat al-amirayn al-jalilayn, introduction, pp. 36-7.

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:45:25AM
via Princeton University Library



168  H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 2 (2011) 165-222

b. Ahmad al-Raba';"® the sirz of the Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Ahmad
b. Sulayman b. Muhammad b. al-Mutahhar (b. 500/1106, d. 566/1170) by
Sulayman b. Yahya al-Thaqafi (fl. 6th/12th century);'* the sira of al-Mansir
bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (d. 614/1217) by his chief secretary Aba Firas
b. Di‘tham, Fadil b. ‘Abbas b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Abi 1-Qasim;"® and the
sira of the Imam al-Mahdi Abt Tayr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. Ahmad
(d. 656/1258) by Sharaf al-Din Yahya b. al-Qasim al-Hamzi (d. 677/1278-9),
which is dealt with in some detail in the present article.

The biographies of the imams continued to be a popular literary genre
among later generations of Yemeni Zaydis. Examples are the siras of the Imam
al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah al-Mutahhar b. Yahya al-Hasani (d. 697/1297-8), of
his son al-Mahdi li-Din Allih Muhammad b. Mutahhar (b. 660/1261-2,
d. 729/1328-9) and of his grandson al-Wathiq bi-llah al-Mutahhar
b. Muhammad (b. 702/1302-3, d. 793/1390-1 or 802/1400) by al-Nasir
b. Ahmad b. al-Mutahhar b. Yahya b. al-Murtada b. al-Mutahhar al-Hasani
(d. 802/1400);'° the siras of the Imam al-Mansir bi-llah al-Qasim
b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620), the eponymous founder
of the Qasimi dynasty, by Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Sharafi (b. 982/1564,
d. 1055/1646) and by al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Jurmuzi

'3 The sira, of which we only have a mukhtasar as the original text is lost, was first analysed by
Madelung, “The Sirat al-Amirayn al-Ajallayn al-Sharifayn al-Fadilayn,” pp. 69-87. See also
Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” pp. 312-13; al-Hibshi, Masidir, p. 474. The document
has been edited as Mufarrih b. Ahmad al-Raba'i, Sirar al-amirayn al-jalilayn al-sharifayn
al-fadilayn al-Qdsim wa-Muhammad ibnay Jafar b. al-Imam al-Qdisim b. ‘Ali al-lyini: Nass
tirikhi Yamani min al-qarn al-khamis al-Hijri, eds. Ridwan al-Sayyid and ‘Abd al-Ghani
Mahmud ‘Abd al-‘Ati, Beirut 1413/1993.

' Sulayman b. Yahya al-Thaqafi, Sirat al-Imam Ahmad b. Sulayman, 532-566 H, al-Haram
[Giza] 2002. Cf. also al-Husayni, Mu'allafit, vol. 2, p. 110 # 1815. Cf. also al-Hibshi, Masidir,
p. 476; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 471-2 # 468; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, p. 406 # 11; al-Hibshi,
M allafit, pp. 31-35 # 9.

"> Volumes Two and Three of the sira have been published as a/-Sira al-sharifa al-Mansiriyya:
Sirat al-Imam ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza, 593-614, t2’lif Abi Firas b. Di‘tham, ed. ‘Abd al-Ghani
Mahmid ‘Abd al-‘Ati, Beirut 1414/1993. On the work, see also al-Hibshi, Masidir, p. 479;
al-Wajih, A'lam, p. 749 # 811.—Another copy of Volume Two that was not consulted by the
editor is preserved as MS Vatican ar. 1061; cf. Levi Della Vida, Elenco, vol. 1, p. 131. Hassan
Ansari has identified a copy of Volume Four of the sirz that had so far been presumed lost; cf.
“Name-ha-yi beh Gilan”.

16 Sirat al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Mutahbar b. Yahyi wa-awlidibi; cf. Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid,
Sources, p. 157 # 1; al-Hibshi, Masadir, p. 488; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 1057-8 # 1139. A fragment
of this sira is preserved in the Ambrosiana library, # A 55/2, ff. 96a-106a; cf. Lofgren/Traini,
Catalogue, p. 28 # 55. For al-Mutawakkil, al-Mahdi and al-Wathiq, see al-Hibshi, M allafiz,
pp- 60-1 # 17; 64-67 # 19; 86-90 # 24.
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(d. 1076/1666) who gleaned most of his material from al-Sharafi’s biography;'”
the sira of the latter’s two sons, the Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah Muhammad
b. al-Qasim (b. 990/1582, d. 1054/1644) by al-Jurmuzi,' and the Imam al-
Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Isma‘il b. al-Qasim b. Muhammad (b. ca. 1019/1610,
d. 1079/1665-6), again by al-Jurmuazi;”” the siras of the Imam al-Mansgar
bi-llah Hamid al-Din Muhammad b. Yahya (d. 1322/1904) by ‘Ali b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Iryani (d. 1323/1905);% the sira of the Imam al-Mutawakkil Yahya
b. Muhammad Hamid al-Din (b. 1285/1869, d. 1367/1948) by ‘Abd al-Karim
b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah Mutahhar al-San‘ani (d. 1366/1947-8).2!

Siras also constituted the primary sources for another related literary genre:
collective biographical works that were exclusively dedicated to the lives of the
imams. These works often include materials from individual biographies that
are otherwise lost. Prominent examples of this genre are a/-Masibih of Abu

7 For al-Mangsir al-Qasim and the Qasimi dynasty, see Klari¢, Untersuchungen zur politischen
Geschichte der gisimidischen Dynastie. We thank Damaris Pottek for having brought this study to
our attention. Cf. also J. R. Blackburn, “al-Mansur bi-llah,” 7he Encyclopaedia of Islam. New
Edition, vol. 6, pp. 436-7; Tritton, The rise of the Imams of Sanaa, which is based on a partial
manuscript copy of al-Sharaff’s siza preserved in Edinburgh. On al-Sharafi’s a/-La'ali al-mudi'a fi
ahbar al-a'imma al-zaydiyya see also Klari¢, Untersuchungen zur politischen Geschichte der
qgdsimidischen Dynastie, pp. 36-37. A facsimile of a manuscript of al-Jurmuzi’s sira, al-Durra
al-mudi'a fi Isira al-qasimiyya, has been published under its alternative title, Kitib al-Nubdha
al-mushira ila jumal min ‘wyin al-sira. Fi akhbir Mawlind Amir al-mu'minin wa-Sayyid
al-Muslimin al-Mangir bi-Allah rabb al-‘dlamin al-Qasim b. Mubammad b. ‘Al, San'a’ 1982.

'8 Entitled al-Jawhara al-mudia fi tarikh al-khilifa al-miu ayyadiyya and, alternatively, al-
Jawhara al-munira min ‘uyin akhbar al-sira. An edition of the text is included in the study by
al-Nur, Bind' al-dawla al-gisimiyya.

9 Al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad al-Jurmuzi, Tubfar al-asma’ wa-l-absir bi-ma fi l-sira al-
Mutawakkiliyya min ghardib al-akhbar: Sirat al-Imim al-Mutawakkil ‘ala Allah Isma'il b.
al-Qasim, 1019-1087 H 1-2, ed. ‘Abd al-Hakim b. ‘Abd al-Majid al-Hajari, Sana’ 1423/2002.
Cf. also al-Husayni, M allafit, vol. 2, p. 109 # 1814; al-Wajih, A'/im, pp. 1035-6 # 1113; ]. R.
Blackburn, “Al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah,” 7he Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 7, pp. 778-
79.—Ct. also al-Ghalibi, a/-Imam al-Mutawakkil “ala Allah, esp. pp. 2011 for al-Jurmuz’s histo-
rical writings, including the 7uhfa. On al-Jurmuzi’s three siras, see also Klari¢, Untersuchungen
zur politischen Geschichte der qasimidischen Dynastie, pp. 3711

2 This sira has been published repeatedly: (i) ‘Ali b. ‘Abd Allah al-Iryani, Sirat al-Imam
Mubammad b. Yahyi Hamid al-Din, al-musamma bi-l-Durr al-manthir fi sirat al-Imam
al-Mansiir 1-2, ed. Muhammad ‘Tsa Salihiyya, Amman(/Beirut] 19965 (i) a/-Mawqif al-yamani
min al-hukm al-"Uthmani al-thani, ma‘a tahqiq makhtitar al-Durr al-manthir fi sirat al-imam
al-Mansiir Mubammad b. Yahya b. Hamid al-Din, ed. Amat al-Malik Isma‘il Qasim al-Nar,
Damascus 2008.

2! “‘Abd al-Karim b. Ahmad Mutahhar, Sirat al-Imam Yahyi b. Muhammad Hamid al-Din,
al-musamma Katibat al-hikma min sirat Imam al-umma 1-2, ed. Muhammad Tsa Salihiyya,
Amman 1998. Cf. also al-Wajih, A/am, pp. 557-58 # 562. On Yahya b. Muhammad, see also
A. Rouad, “Yahya b. Muhammad,” 7he Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 11, pp. 247-48
(with further references).

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:45:25AM
via Princeton University Library



170 H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 2 (2011) 165-222

I-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Ibrahim b. Hasan al-Hasani (d. 352/963), as well as its
continuation, Tatimmat al-Masibih, by Ahmad al-HasanTs student Abu
I-Hasan ‘Ali b. Bilal al-Amuli.?* The Masabih also served as one of the main
sources for the Kizib al-Ifida fi tirikh al-a’imma al-sida by the Imam al-Natiq
bi-I-Haqq Abt Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Buthani (d. 424/1033).% The next
important work within this genre is a/-Hadi'iq al-wardiyya fi maniqib a’immat
al-Zaydiyya of Husam al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Humayd b. Ahmad al-Mubhalli
(b. 582/1186, d. 652/1254) who, in turn, made extensive use of al-HasanT’s
al-Masabip and of al-Natiq bi-l-haqq’s K. a/-Ifida. He also adds other valuable
material that is otherwise lost.* The sources also mention Sirat (or: Siyar)
al-a’imma of the Zaydi scholar Baha’ al-Din Yasuf b. Abi [-Hasan al-Daylami
al-Jilani.” Also within this genre falls the latter’s epistle addressed to ‘Imran b.
al-Hasan b. Nasir al-‘Udhri al-Hamdani (— 18) who received this in
607/1210-11. The document, which may perhaps be identical with his Siraz
(or: Siyar) al-a’imma mainly contains information on the Caspian Zaydi
imams and the Zaydi community after Aba Talib al-Natiq until the time of
Yasuf’s writing.?® Al-Muhalli’s Hada'iq was later continued by Jamal al-Din
Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Yanus al-Zahif (or al-Zuhhayf) al-Sa‘di Ibn Fand with
his al-Lawahiq al-nadiyya li-I-Hadd'iq al-wardiyya, written in 916/1510,

22 Cf. al-Husayni, M allafit, vol. 1, p. 246 # 675; vol. 3, p. 22 # 2899; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid,
Sources, p. 84 # 4; GALS, vol. 1, p. 556 # 1a. A partial edition of the two works is included in
Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 53-75. Both works in their entirety have been published as Aba
al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Hasani, a/-Magibip fi l-sira wa-I-tarikh, ed. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd
Allah b. Ahmad al-Hiathi, Amman 2002. On the author of the Masabih, see also W. Madelung,
“Hasani, Abu ‘I-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Ebrahim,” Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 12, p. 41. On Ibn Bilal,
see Angari, “Kitabi hadithi”.

# Cf. al-Husayni, M 'allafat, vol. 1, p. 140 # 361; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, pp. 91-2. A
partial edition is included in Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 77-118; the complete text has been
edited by Ibrahim b. Majd al-Din al-Mu’ayyadi (Sa'da 2001) and again by Muhammad Kazim
Rahmati (Tehran 2009). On the contents of the Ifida, see also Ansari, “Kitabi ardheshmand”.

* Cf. al-Husayni, Mu’'allafit, vol. 1, p. 420 # 1231; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, pp. 127-28
#1; GAL, vol. 1, p. 397 # 9; GALS, vol. 1, p. 560 # 9. A facsimile of a manuscript of the work
(transcribed by Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-Sa‘di, copy completed in Muharram 1357/
March 1938) has been published in Sana’ 1982 [repr. Damascus 1405/1985%]. A partial edition
is included in Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 171-349. An edition of the work by al-Murtada b.
Zayd al-Mahatwari Hasani was published in San@” 2002. A critical edition of Part Two of the
work, containing the biography of the Imam al-Manstr bi-llih, with translation into English,
is included in Abdulla al-Shamahi, Al-Imam al-Mansir ‘Abdullah b. Hamzah b. Sulayman
(d. 614/1217). A biography by his disciple Al-Fagih Humayd b. Ahmad al-Mubpalli (d. 652/1254)
in his work al-Hadd'iq al-Wardiyyah fi Maniqib A’immah al-Zaydiyyah. A Critical Edition 1-2,
Dissertation Glasgow 2003.

» Cf. al-Husayni, M 'allafit, vol. 2, p. 106 # 1804.

% An edition is included in Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 135-61. See also our “Iranian
Zaydism during the 7th/13th century”.
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which is also known as Ma'athir al-abrir fi tafsil mujmalit jawahir al-akhbar,”
and by Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Sharafi (d. 1055/1645-6) in his a/-La’ali
al-mudiyya fi akhbdr a'immat al-zaydiyya.*® One of the most recent examples
is al-Tuhaf Sharh al-Zulaf, or al-Tubaf al-fatimiyya ‘ali l-zulaf al-imamiyya, by
Majd al-Din b. Muhammad b. al-Mansir al-Mu'ayyadi (d. 1428/2007).”

A third related genre are works containing biographies of sidit and mem-
bers of the family of the Prophet (ah! al-bayt) who had been killed. This genre
constitutes an amalgamation of the two genres introduced before and the
magqtal literature.®® Prime examples of this genre are Akhbar Mubammad b.
Ibrahim wa-Abi [-Saraya of Abu 1-Fadl Nasr b. Muzahim (d. 212/827),%' ‘Ali
b. Muhammad al-Nawfalis (fl. second half of 3rd/7th century) Kizib
al-Akhbir,* Ahmad b. Sahl al-Razis (fl. end of 3th/9th century) Akhbar
Fakhkh wa-khibar Yahya b. ‘Abd Allah,> Abu 1-'Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Ubayd Allah
b. Muhammad b. ‘Ammar al-Thaqafi a/-Kartib’s (d. ca. 314/926) al-Mubayyada
fi akhbair maqatil al Abi 1ilib,** and Abu l-Faraj al-Isfahanis (d. 356/967)

¥ Cf. al-Husayni, M allafiit, vol. 2, p. 411 # 2675; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, p. 196 # 4.
The work has been published as Muhammad b. ‘Ali Ibn Fand, Ma'dthir al-abrir fi tafsil mujmalar
Jawahir al-akhbar, wa-yusamma al-Lawihiq al-nadiyya bi-lI-hadda'iq al-wardiyya: Sharh Bassimat
al-Sayyid Sarim al-Din al-Wazir 1-3, eds. ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abbas al-Wajih and Khalid Qasim
Muhammad al-Mutawakkil, Amman 2002.

2 Cf. GAL, vol. 1, p. 397 # 9i; GALS, vol. 1, p. 560 # 9.

¥ Cf. al-Husayni, Miallafat, vol. 1, p. 255 ## 707, 708. The work has been published
repeatedly.

% Cf. Giinther, “Magatil literature”; Modarressi, Tradition and survival, pp. 101 (Kitab
magqtal Amir al-Miu'minin of Jabir al-Ju'fi, d. 128/745-6), 102 (Kitib magqral al-Husayn by the
same author), 144 (Kitib khuraj Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allih wa-maqtalibi and Kitib khurij Siahib
Fakhkh wa-magtalibi of Aba Muhammad al-Ja'fari, fl. late 2nd/8th century), 230 (Magtal Amir
al-mw’'minin of Ghiyath b. Ibrahim); Giinther, Quellenuntersuchungen, passim. For a list of sadat
who had been killed, see Ibn Funduq, Lubib al-ansib wa-l-algib wa-l-a'qib, ed. Mahdi Raja’i,
Qum 1428/2007, vol. 1, pp. 395-431. On Aba Mikhnaf’s (b. ca. 70/689, d. 157/775) Magtal
al-Husayn, see Sezgin, Abii Mihnaf.

1 Cf. Ansari, “Da nuskha-yi”.

32 The work has been reconstructed on the basis of later sources as Abu I-Hasan ‘Ali b.
Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Nawfali, Kitib al-akhbar, ed. and introd. Rasal Ja'fariyan, Qum
1387[/2009 or 2010]. On al-Nawfali, see also Giinther, “al-Nawfali’s Lost History”. Giinther also
discusses related Akhbir works.

3% For this work, see Jarrar, “Some Lights on an Early Zaydite Manuscript,” pp. 279-97.
M. Jarrar has published an edition of the work as Akhbir Fakhkh wa-Khabar Yahya b. ‘Abd Allah,
by Ahmad b. Sabl al-Razi (d. first quarter of the 4th/10th century). Beirut 1995. See also his “Arba’
rasd’il Zaydiyya mubakkira,”, pp. 267-304. On the approximate dates of life of Ahmad b. Sahl
al-Razi, see Modarressi, Maktab, p. 262 n.

3 Cf. Ibn al-Nadim, Fibrist, ed. Rida Tajaddud, p. 166; al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Zarikh
Baghdid, vol. 7, p. 4; Yaqut, Mujam al-udabd’, vol. 1, pp. 364-67. On al-Thaqafi, see also Giin-
ther, “al-Nawfali’s Lost History,” pp. 251 # 1, 252 n. 52 (specifically on his al-Mubayyada) and
passim.
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Magqatil al-1ilibiyyin.> These works, together with al-Hasani’s Masabih and
al-Natiq bi-l-haqq’s a/-Ifida constituted the main sources for the Hadi'ig al-
wardiyya of al-Muhalli.

IL.

The sira of the Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Aba Tayr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b.
Ahmad b. al-Qasim “s@hib Dhibin”*® (b. Dhi 1-Qa‘'da 612/February-March
1216, d. Safar 656/February-March 1258) was composed by Sharaf al-Din
Yahya b. al-Qasim b. Yahya b. al-Qasim b. Yahya b. Hamza al-Hamzi
(d. 677/1278-9),”” who recorded the events of al-Mahd1’s imamate up to the
latter’s death in 656/1258. Sharaf al-Din began writing the document in RabT’
I 646/June-July 1248, as he explains in the khutba, which coincides with
Ahmad’s proclamation of his imamate in the fortress of Thula in Safar 646/
May-June 1248. From the very beginning, Ahmad’s reign was contested as a
result of the conflict that had split the Zaydi community of Yemen following
the death of the Imam al-Mansiir bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza in 614/1217.
While his proclamation was initially supported by the Bana Hamza, the
descendants of al-Mansiir bi-llah, and the Bana I-Hadi, the Rasilids in the
south of Yemen oscillated between toleration and opposition. From the point
of view of genealogy, Ahmad b. al-Husayn was not connected either to the
Bantt Hamza, nor to the founder of the Zaydi imamate in Yemen, al-Hadi ila
|-haqq, nor to Mansir bi-llah al-Qasim b. ‘Ali al-Iyani (d. 393/1003),%® but

3 On this work, see Giinther, Quellenuntersuchungen; idem, “... nor have I learned it from any
book of theirs”; idem, “Abu |-Faraj al-Isfahani,” Encyclopaedia of Islam. Three, 2007-3, pp. 51-55;
idem, “al-Nawfalt’s Lost History”.

3¢ For Dhibin, a settlement 20 km away from Raydat al-bawn, see al-Akwa’, Hijar al-‘ilm,
vol. 2, p. 7405 al-Hajari, Mujam buldin al-Yaman, vol. 1, pp. 351-53.

%7 This is the form of his name as given in the consulted manuscripts. On him, see GAL,
vol. 1, p. 388 # 6; GALS, vol. 1, p. 551 # 6 (Brockelmann erroneously gives his name as Yahya
b. Abi I-Qasim); Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, p. 129; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 1143-44 # 1206; Ibn
Abi I-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 4, p. 505 # 1354; cf. also at the end of MS Ambrosiana C 178/1
containing the text of the sz, f. 126b for a lengthy note concerning his biography. According to
Miswari (Majmit* al-ijazat, MS held in an unknown library of Yemen, pp. 419-20. A copy of the
MS is preserved in the private library of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shayim (see below, n. 48)), Yahya
was also the author of @/-Radd ‘ali I-Batiniyya (alternatively known under the title Kashf al-asrir
wa-hatk al-astar min mahjib al-Bitiniyya al-kuffir; cf. Ibn Fand, Md'athir al-abrar, vol. 2,
p. 608), of al-Risila al-hidima li-asis al-da‘wa al-zilima (a refutation of the opponents of the
Imam al-Mahdi, specifically of al-Hasan b. Wahhas al-Hamzi; for a manuscript of the text in the
Maktabat Al al-Wazir, cf. al-Hibshi, Fihris, p. 65; for the work, see also al-Akwa’, Hijar al-ilm,
vol. 3, p. 1303) and of a Sharh qasidar al-Imam al-Mansir bi-lih.

3 On him, see above n. 11.
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only to the Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim (d. 246/860),%” and he initially set out
to heal the long-standing rift within the dynasty. The conflict between Abu
Tayr and the Bana Hamza began in 647/1249. Things got worse when in
651/1253 the Bana Hamza openly opposed him with support of the Rasalids.
While the Bant Hamza were supported in their opposition by Ahmad b.
al-Husayn’s former teacher and initial supporter Ahmad b. Muhammad
al-Rassas a/-Hafid (d. 656/1258),% Abii Tayr enjoyed in turn the support of
two prominent Zaydi scholars, Humayd b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Mubhalli
(b. 582/1186, d. 652/1254) and ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi (b. 593/1196-97,
d. 667/1269). Ahmad b. al-Husayn was eventually killed in 656/1258 during
fights with his opponents. It has been this fierce opposition against the Imam
al-Mahdi li-Din Allah from virtually all factions within the Zaydi camp at one
stage or another of his reign which is the background of the si7z by Sharaf
al-Din Yahya—this document clearly had the purpose to support his claim to
the imamate and to refute his opponents’ arguments. This is evident from the
description of its contents given by its author in the course of one of the earlier
chapters of the work. There he states that he will describe the imam’s virtues in
general and will then specifically discuss his noble descent, his birth and early

¥ His genealogy is usually given as follows: Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. al-Qasim b.
‘Abd Allah b. al-Qasim b. Ahmad b. Abi I-Barakat Isma‘il b. Ahmad b. al-Qasim b. Muhammad
b. al-Qasim [al-Rassi] b. Ibraihim Tabataba b. Ismafl b. Ibrihim b. al-Hasan al-Muthanna
b. al-Hasan al-sibt Ibn ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.—On Ahmad b. al-Husayn, see al-Khazraji, a/-Igd
al-fikhir, vol. 1, pp. 270-79 # 74; idem, al-'Ugqid al-lu’l’liyya, vol. 1, pp. 76ff; Ibn al-Dayba’,
Qurrat al-‘uyiin, vol. 2, pp. 13-34; al-Shami, 7arikh al-Yaman al-fikri, vol. 3, pp. 182-229;
Zabara, A'immat al-Yaman, vol. 1, pp. 152-76; Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim, Ghdyat al-amani,
vol. 1, pp. 429-45; Ibn Fand, Md'athir al-abrir, vol. 2, pp. 867-86; al-Hibshi, Mu allafit
pp- 50-51 # 13; al-Akwa’, Hijar al-‘ilm, vol. 2, pp. 741-44; GAL, vol. 1, p. 510 # 12; GALS,
vol. 1, p. 702 # 12; R. Strothmann [, G.R. Smith, J.R. Blackburn], “al-Mahdi li-Din Allah
Ahmad,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 5, p. 1240. See also the detailed account
of his life given in the editor’s introduction to Majmi’ rasd’il al-Imam al-shahid al-Mahdi Abmad
b. al-Husayn, ed. ‘Abd al-Karim Ahmad Jadban, pp. 3-85. For ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi and
the political and theological conflict between him and al-Rassas, see our forthcoming mono-
graph Zaydi Mu'tazilism in 7th/13th century Yemen. For al-Mubhalli, see Schwarb, Handbook,
# 373 (with further references).—Among the writings of Abu Tayr, special mention should be
made of his Halifat al-Qur'an fi nukat min abkim ahl al-zaman, al-Risila al-zdjira li-silipi al-
umma ‘an isd a al-zann bi-l-a’imma, and Risilat jawab ‘ali I-Shaykh ‘Atiyya al-Najrani (— 12), in
which he justifies his claim to the imamate against his opponents. Editions of these tracts are
included in his Majmi' rasd’il al-Imam al-shahid al-Mahdi, pp. 91-121, 125-40, 151-76. A
manuscript codex entitled Majmi' rasd’il wa-fatawa al-Mahdi Abhmad b. al-Husayn (dated
Jumada IT 688/June-July 1289), including his al-Mufid al-jami‘ li-manzimait ghari'ib al-shard'i',
is preserved in the British Library (Or. 3811 = formerly Glaser # 98); see al-‘Amri, Masidir,
pp. 169-71; Rieu, Supplement, pp. 221-22 # 346.

" Al-Hafid had initially sent a letter to the Zaydis of Gilan and Daylaman supporting the
imamate of al-Mahdi. The text is included in Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 1, pp. 421-30.
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youth, his formation, followed by descriptions of his piety, his worship of God
and his ascetism, his noble-mindedness and his courage, his physical beauty,
the quality of his judgment and his intelligence, his virtues in knowledge, in
steadfastness and eloquence. This will be followed by descriptions of his good-
ness towards the people of his time, of his grace and his kindness and the
blessings he bestowed. Thereupon, the author of the sirz continues, the events
during his reign and his affairs will be discussed year after year.”’

III.

The primary significance of the section of the sizz that is devoted to Ahmad b.
al-Husayn’s formation, which is edited below, is that it provides a detailed
picture of the intellectual scene in Yemen during the 7th/13th century and
informs us about the characteristics of the formation of scholars during this
period. Moreover, the document informs us about the works that were part of
the massive transfer of knowledge from Iran to Yemen that began with the
unification of the Caspian Zaydiyya and the Zaydis in Yemen during the
imamate of Aba Talib al-akhir (d. 520/1126) and gradually increased through-
out the 6th/12th century until the death of the Imam al-Mansar bi-llah in
614/1217.

As is typical in Muslim education, Ahmad began at the age of five or shortly
afterwards with the study of the Qurian (§ 2) which he mastered at the age of
seven (§ 1). This coincided with the death of his father, after which he came
under the tutelage of his paternal uncle, Sulayman b. Ahmad b. al-Qasim
(— 31),” who henceforth took care of his education (§ 1). Ahmad stayed with
his uncle during the following years, continuing his study of the Qur'an, as
well as some poetry, until he reached the age of twelve or shortly afterwards.

4 Cf. MS Ambrosiana, C 178/1, f. 3b (additions from other manuscripts are given in square
brackets)

M\Mu)wdw&u,@aﬁ@\ww)uuuﬁwﬁ,u;)&a
ML.»,“A)\,@)\)nu\dww,mu)wg,w\woJJf,ng.J\
L;wLaf.b,JW\.\3}3@\)o;ydgau.\wdwl,,»)¢w\3,ﬂ\d
ulcyQUJL}AYNJMLAAW;&)AGW\JMUJ{J\;)M\uwaLﬁj
wf:j&);u\d\dg\.ﬂ\w\fw,}[%KJ‘)‘\LWUAW;A:)] x,/_wxe&
l;ﬁWﬂ\\zbl{;:\yf.bwd;b\wdb\(\b)&cwﬂd "5 3 ding g )
Joat 5 b\wemQ\A\u):ow&dbywwws\y)hmd\u\
bty aala)y bl @ia WIS 3 HA YWYl . \dww\af\ut,;y&,.s\

“ The numbers given in brackets refer to the Appendix below.
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His uncle then enrolled him in Madrasat Mislit (— 116) in the region of the
Bana Qays where a number of prominent scholars of the time resided:
Humayd b. Ahmad al-Muhalli (— 17), Imran b. al-Hasan b. Nasir al-Shatawi
al-Udhri (— 18), the latter’s brother Asad b. al-Hasan b. Nasir (— 11),
al-Qasim b. Ahmad al-Shakiri (— 26), Ahmad b. ‘Uzayw b. ‘Awad al-Himyari
(— 8), Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Ya'ish al-San‘ani (— 22), al-Hasan b.
al-Baqa’ al-Tihami al-Qaysi (— 15), Zayd b. Ja'far al-Baqiri (— 32), al-Hasan
b. Ahmad al-‘Ansi (— 14), and Sa‘ld b. Hanzala (— 29). Among these, Ahmad
was particularly close to Ahmad b. ‘Uzayw with whom he studied some basic
works of figh (§ 3). The next step of his formation took place at the same loca-
tion with al-Qasim b. Ahmad al-Shakiri (— 26) as his main teacher (§ 4).
Ahmad b. al-Husayn is reported to have focussed on zawhid and to have stud-
ied various works of theology, all written by Yemeni scholars, viz. al-Khulisa
al-nafi'a of Ahmad al-Rassas (— 64), al-Mu'aththirit of al-Hasan al-Rassas
(— 71) and the Kitib al-Idih of Humayd al-Muhalli, a commentary on
Ahmad al-Rassas’ Misbih al-‘ulizm (— 50). Among these, al-Khulisa al-nifi'a
and al-Idap are summa-type works of theology, both certainly above the level
of real beginner’s works, whereas al-Hasan al-Rassas’ M aththirit is a more
specialized treatise on causality. Next (§ 5), Ahmad b. al-Husayn is reported to
have studied with his teacher al-Shakiri (— 26) al-Hasan al-Rassas’ brief theo-
logical summa al-1apsil (— 102). To make Ahmad understand al-Rassas™ text
better, al-ShakirT explained its contents to him by using the commentary by
al-Husayn b. Musallam al-Tihami, al-lklil sharh ma'ani al-Tapsil (— 53),
al-Rassas’ al-Tibyin, which was based on Ibn Sharwins Yigitat al-iman
wa-wasitat al-burhan (— 110), and two comprehensive summae by earlier rep-
resentatives of the Bahshami branch of the Mu'tazila, namely ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s
al-Muhit bi-I-taklif and one of the works of the latter’s student and successor
as head of the Bahshamiyya, Aba Rashid al-Nisaburi, a/-Khilafiyya, the first
referring most likely to Ibn Mattawayh’s recension of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Mubiz,
entitled al-Majmii’ fi [-mubit bi-l-taklif (— 74), and the second title referring
most likely to Abt Rashid’s Masd'il al-khilaf baynana wa-bayn al-mushabbiha
wa-l-mujbira wa-l-khawarij wa-l-murjia (— 69) (§ 5). As was mentioned
before, Ahmad b. al-Husayn’s exclusive teacher at this stage was al-Qasim b.
Ahmad al-Shakiri (— 26) (§ 5).

Ahmad subsequently moved to Huth (— 115) where he enrolled in the
Madrasa al-mansiriyya, one of the most important madrasas at the time where
some of the prominent scholars of his time taught: Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. al-Hasan al-Rassas al-Hafid (— 5), Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Akwa’
(“al-Shu'la al-Akwa‘”) (— 4), Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Damimi (— 2), Muhammad
b. Yahya al-San‘ani (— 23) and al-Fadl b. Yahya b. Jaffar b. Ahmad b. Abi
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Yahya (— 13) being the most important ones (§ 6). The focus of Ahmad
b. al-Husayn’s training continued to be theology. In contrast to his earlier
studies of theology, most of the works he studied at this stage were from the
pen of ‘Abd al-Jabbar and the following generations of Mu'tazilites from Rayy
and elsewhere in Iran. With Ahmad al-Rassas, he studied the Sharh al-usil
al-khamsa and the Mupir of ‘Abd al-Jabbar, presumably in the recensions of
Manakdim (7z'lig Sharh al-usil al-khamsa) (— 92) and Ibn Mattawayh
(al-Majmit’ fi l-mubit bi-l-taklif) (— 74), and on natural philosophy the 7ad-
hkira fi abkam al-jawihir wa-l-a'rid of Ibn Mattawayh (— 98) and al-Hasan
al-Rassas’ al-Kayfiyya fi l-sifit wa-l-abkim (— 61). He then studied Ibn
al-Malahimf’s K. al-Mu'tamad fi usil al-din (— 80) and his shorter K. al-Fi'iq
Ji usitl al-din (— 45), both reflecting the doctrinal views of Aba l-Husayn
al-Basri, followed by Aba Rashid al-NisabarTs “al-Khilafiyya” (— 69), and
al-Khilafiyya bayna I-Baghdadhiyyin wa-I-Basriyyin (— 70), and by two works
by ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. Muhammad Siyah [Shah] Sarfjan [Sarbijan], viz. his
commentary on al-Natiq bi-l-haqqs al-Di'dama, al-Mubiz (— 75), and a
“Sharh al-Usil al-kabir’, possibly a supercommentary on Ibn Khallad’s Kizib
al-Usial (— 91). At this stage Ahmad b. al-Husayn also studied the Zbiza of
al-Muwaffaq bi-llah Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Isma‘il al-Shajari al-Jurjani
(d. after 420/1029) (— 52) as well as a “Kitab al-Sayyid Abi Tilib fi I-latif”
(— 66). It is unclear which work by the Imam al-Natiq bi-l-Haqq Aba Talib
is intended. Among the kalim works by Yemeni authors that he studied at this
stage of his formation were an anonymous commentary on al-Husayn b. Mus-
allam al-Tihamf’s a/-7k/il (— 53) and al-Humayd al-Muhalli’s a/-Kawaikib al-
durriyya (— 60) (§ 6). While still continuing his formation in theology, he
proceeded to study with al-Shu'la al-Akwa’ (— 4) padith and siyar, among
other works the K Usil al-abkim fi I-halil wa-I-harim by the Imam al-
Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Ahmad b. Sulayman (— 112), the Amadili of the Imam
Abhmad b. Tsi (d. 247/861) (— 36) and the sirz of the Prophet Muhammad by
Ibn Hisham (— 94). The latter work, it is stated, he had already studied before
with Tmran b. al-Hasan b. Nasir (— 18). Most other works included in this
section are composed by Caspian Zaydis, viz. Tartib al-amili al-khamisiyya, a
recension of the Amali of al-Murshad bi-llah Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma'il
al-Shajari (— 40, 108), his al-Amali al-ithnayniyya (or: al-Anwdir) (— 39), the
K. al-I'tibir wa-salwat al-'drifin by al-Muwaffaq bi-llah (— 54), the Zaysir
al-matilib min (or: fi) Amali Abi 1alib in the recension of Shams al-Din Qadi
Ja'far b. Ahmad al-San‘ani (d. 573/1177-78) (— 109), the Amali of Abi Sa'd
Isma‘l al-Samman al-Razi (d. 445/1053-4) (— 37), as well as the Kitdb
al-Riyad of al-Hamduani (— 87). Included in this section are also some Imami
hadith works that were popular among the Zaydis, such as Nahj al-baligha of
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al-Sharif al-Radi (d. 406/1015) (— 84), a commentary on the latter work by
al-Sayyid Sadr al-Din al-Sarakhst, A lim nahj al-baligha (— 35) and al-"Umda
of Ibn Bitriq (— 111). The oddity within this section is “al-Mustasfa li-I-
Shafiiyya”, which would seem to refer to Abu Hamid al-Ghazalt’s
(d. 505/1111) al-Mustasfa min ‘ilm al-usil, which, as the title indicates, was a
work on legal methodology (— 78). It is possible that the reading of the dif-
ferent manuscripts should be emended rather into al-Shifi fi ahwal al-Mustafi
of Qadi ‘Tyad (d. 544/1149) (— 93) (§ 7). For his study of legal methodology
(§§ 8-9), the following titles are mentioned in particular: among the works by
Yemeni scholars he studied a/-Hasir fi usil al-figh by his teacher Ahmad b.
al-Uzayw al-Himyari (— 48) which was based on Aba I-Husayn al-BasrTs
al-Mu'tamad fi usiil al-figh, Safwar al-ikhtiyir by the Imam al-Mansar bi-llah
‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (— 88) and a/-Fi'ig by al-Hasan al-Rassas (— 46). This
was followed by three additional comprehensive works on wusil al-figh by
earlier scholars: the K al-Mu'tamad of Abu 1-Husayn al-Basri (— 81), the
K. al-Tajrid of Ibn al-Malahimi (— 103) and the K a/-Mujzi of the Imam
al-Natiq bi-I-haqq (— 76) (§ 8). The author of the sirz adds that Ahmad also
studied @l-Mu'tamad” of gidi I-qudir on legal methodology. ‘Abd al-Jabbar is
not known to have written a work with this title. It may be a mistake for Kizib
al-"Umad or Sharh al-'Umad although there is no other source known so far
confirming that the latter work(s) had reached Yemen (— 79) (§ 9). It is only
when he had reached the age of twenty-four that Ahmad turned to figh,® his
main teachers now being Muhammad b. Abi al-Sa‘adat (— 20) and “Ali b.
al-Husayn al-amir (— 9). The titles mentioned in this section indicate that he
studied all three major categories of Zaydi law: (i) figh al-Hadi, represented by
al-Apkam by al-Hadi ila 1-haqq (— 34), al-Taprir of Abu Talib al-Harani
(— 101) together the commentary by Qadi Zayd b. Muhammad al-Kalari
(—55), al-Wafiby ‘Ali b. Bilal al-Amuli (— 113), Shams al-shari‘a of Sulayman
b. Nasir (— 89), an unidentified work by ‘Ali b. Sulayman (— 67), and the
works of Jamal al-Din ‘Ali b. al-Husayn (— 9), as well as the writings of
al-Qasim b. Ibrahim and his descendants that were the basis for al-madhhab
al-hadaws; (ii) figh Nasir al-Utrish, represented by al-Ibana by Abu Ja'far
al-Hawsami together with his autocommentary (— 49), as well as his a/-Kifi
(— 58), and (iii) the legal doctrines of Abit Husayn al-Harani al-Mu'ayyad
bi-llah, known as figh al-Mi ayyidi, represented by the 7a'liq by al-Mu'ayyad
bi-llah (= 105), the 7a'liq of Aba Mudar (— 41), and Majma" “Ali Khalil

% This disagrees with the established curriculum of the madrasa in contemporary Baghdad
where figh was studied before other disciplines such as theology and legal methodology; cf. Mak-
disi, 7he rise of colleges.
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(— 68). In addition, he studied the fazdwa of al-Mansar bi-llah, such as his
al-Muhadhdhab (— 72) and his rasa’il (— 86) (§ 10). During the last stage of
his formation between the years 637 through 646, i.e. when he was between
twenty-five and thirty-four years old, Ahmad continued his legal studies,
including Shafi‘ite law, and otherwise focussed on the various Qur'anic sci-
ences. In addition to the exegetical works of al-Hakim al-Jishumi (— 100)
and Zafsir al-Bulgha of al-Tusi (— 42) he studied the works of ‘Abd al-Jabbar
al-Hamadhani (— 83) and the little known al-Turaythithi (— 82) on the
mutashabihat. He also studied a number of unidentified Zaydi tafsir works
(tafisir abl al-bayt ‘alayhim al-salim). His main teachers in this discipline was
Ahmad b. Hanash (— 3) (§ 11). The last year of this stage of his formation,
646/1248, coincides with Ahmad’s proclaiming himself imam. The section
continues with additional paragraphs detailing his formation in the fields of
napw and lugha (§ 12), as well as additions to his study of padith and Qur'anic
sciences (§ 13) and figh (SS 14-15). It is likely that the author of the sizz added
these disciplines and works that Ahmad had in fact studied at earlier stages of
his formation. The chapter ends with an extended section listing the sirz works
relating to the earlier imams (§§ 16, 17). The purpose of this last section seems
to be primarily apologetic as it is unlikely that this genre was part of formal
education. This is also the case with the closing sentence where again his qual-
ifications for the imamate are stressed.

IV.

The following critical edition of the chapter of the sizz of the Imam al-Mahdi
li-Din Allih Ahmad b. al-Husayn, composed by Sharaf al-Din Yahya b.
al-Qasim b. Hamza al-Hamyzi, that is devoted to the imam’s formation is based
on the following manuscripts of the sira:

(T) MS Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin ms. or. fol. 1303 [acc. 11272].% Copied
partly by ‘Abd Allah b. Husayn b. Hasan b. Salih in 1097/1686 and by
‘Abd al-Latif b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. al-Wajih in ca. 1151/1738.

“ Cf. Ahlwardt, Verzeichniss der arabischen Handschriften, vol. 9, pp. 249-50 # 9741. See also
GAL, vol. 1, p. 388 # 6; GALS, vol. 1, p. 551 # 6; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, p. 129 # 16;
al-Hibshi, Masadir, p. 481. The manuscript is part of the “first” Glaser collection (comprising 23
manuscripts) that Eduard Glaser had collected during his first trip to Yemen (1882-84) and
subsequently sold to the Konigliche Bibliothek zu Berlin (nowadays Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin).
Cf. Ahlwardt, Kurzes Verzeichniss, p. 44 # 248. On the history of the Glaser collection, see our
“Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar,” passim.
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The text of the sira is incompletely preserved and the leafs are in disorder.
The correct sequence of the text is as follows: 1-12 [6ff], 241-246 [3ff],
31-100 [46ff], [lacuna], 101-238 [67fF], [lacuna], 247-248 [1f], 13-30
[9ff], 249-292 [22ff], 239-240 [1f]; 293-298 [3ff]. The relevant section
is to be found on pp. 7:24-11:4 of the manuscript.

(&) MS Ambrosiana C 178/1, ff. 2b-126, copied by ‘Abd al-Rabb b.
Muhammad b. Qasim b. Ahmad.® The relevant section is to be found on
ff. 4b-6a.

(C) MS held in an unknown private library in Yemen [a copy of the manu-
script is held in the Dar al-makhgatat, Sana’. No shelfmark is given on
the biographical sheet added to the manuscript on the microfilm, and the
manuscript is not included in any of the published catalogues of the
library], 185 ff., copy completed on 29 Sha’ban 1098/10 July 1687.
The relevant section is to be found on ff. 4b:30-6b:10.

(3) MS held in an unknown private library in Yemen [a digital copy was
provided to us by the Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali Cultural Foundation], copy
completed on Friday, 14 Sha'ban 1310/3 March 1893. The relevant sec-
tion is to be found on ff. 4b:29-7b:11.

The following manuscripts of the siza were not available to us:

— MS al-Jami' al-kabir (“al-Gharbiyya”), #irikh 116 [or 2571], undated man-
uscript (169 fF).%

— MS al-Jami® al-kabir, 210 ff; copied in 1066/1655-56. The manuscript,
which is not included in any of the published catalogues of the Jami" al-kabir

of San‘@’, has been microfilmed by the Egyptian scientific mission [micro-
film # 2163, Dar al-kutub in Cairo].?

An extract of the s77z containing the section on the Imam’s curriculum of stud-
ies is included in Ahmad b. Sa’'d al-Din b. al-Husayn al-MiswarTs (b.
1007/1598, d. 1079/1668) (— 7) Majmi’ al-ijazir (also known as [jizat
al-Miswari) that was available to us in the following manuscripts copies:

© Cf. Lofgren/Traini, Catalogue, p. 214 # 434. See also GAL, vol. 1, p. 388 # 6; GALS, vol. 1,
p- 551 # 6; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, p. 129 # 16; al-Hibshi, Masadir, p. 481.

4 The manuscript is described in the two catalogues of the library, each of them indicating a
different shelfmark: Tsawi/al-Malih, Fibris, p. 675 (tarikh 116); Tsawi [et al.], Fibris, vol. 2,
p- 1495 (# 2571). See also al-Hibshi, Masadir, p. 481 where a manuscript in the “Jami’ San‘@’
Gharbiyya” is mentioned without indication of shelfmark or any other information.

7 Cf. Qd'ima bi-l-makhtitit al- arabiyya, p. 23 # 216. Cf. also Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources,
p. 129 # 16.
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(») MS held in an unknown library of Yemen. A copy of the MS is preserved
in the private library of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shayim.*® The relevant section
is to be found on pp. 421-33.

(») MS held in an unknown private library in Yemen [a digital copy was pro-
vided to us by the Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali Cultural Foundation]. The relevant
section is to be found on pp. 356-62.
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Appendix
Persons

1 Al-Imam al-Mansar bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza b. Sulayman (b.
561/1166, d. 614/1217); cf. GAL, vol. 1, pp. 403-4 # 9; E. van Donzel,
“al-Mansur bi-llah,” 7he Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 6, pp.
433-34. See also above, p. 168.

2 Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Damimi, one of the prominent scholars who taught at
the Madrasa al-mansiriyya in Huth (— 115) during the lifetime of the
Imam al-Mahdi. Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 1, pp. 366-67 #
156; al-Shahari, Tzbagat al-zaydiyya al-kubri, vol. 1, pp. 174-75 # 75.

3 Ahmad b. Hanash al-Kindi al-Shihabi (d. ca. 670/1271-2), one of the
teachers of the Imam al-Mahdi. Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla’ al-budir, vol. 1,
p. 297 # 113; al-Shahari, Tabagat al-zaydiyya al-kubrai, vol. 1, p. 119-20
#45.

4 Ahmad b. Muhammad b. al-Qasim al-Akwa’, a/-ma'rif bi-Shu'la al-Akwa’
(d. ca. 640/1242-3); see Ibn Abi |-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 1, pp. 454-55
# 224; al-Akwa’, Hijar al-'ilm, vol. 496 # 7; al-Shahari, Tabaqat al-zaydiyya
al-kubrd, vol. 1, pp. 194-96 # 90. For an #jiza issued by Shu'la al-Akwa’ in
Rajab 637/February 1240 for Manstr b. Masad b. ‘Abbas b. Abi ‘Amr
[not: ‘Umra] and Sulayman b. Shurayh who had studied Nabj al-baligha
with him that is preserved in the Maktabat ‘Abd al-Rahman Shayim in
Sa'da, see Ansari, “Nahj al-balagha dar miyan-i Zaydiyya”. A copy of this
ijaza is preserved in MS Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Munich Cod. Arab.
1252, ff. 160b-161a; see Sobieroj, Arabische Handschrifien, p. 374 # 193.
Moreover, MS Munich Cod. Arab. 1266/4, containing Muhammad b.
Salama al-QudaTs Kitab al-Shihab mushtamil ‘ald jawami’ al-kalim
wa-mahpdsin  al-adab min kalam Sayyid al-mursalin (= Kitab Shibib
al-akhbar), has in its beginning an isndd linking Shu'la to the following
earlier scholars: Shu'la <~ Muhyi al-Din Humayd [not: Hamid] b. Ahmad
b. al-Anf < al-Qadi Shams al-Din Ja'far b. Ahmad b. Abi Yahya (“Qadi
Ja'tar”, d. 573/1177) <= Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. “Ali b. Mula‘ib al-Asadi < T3j
al-Din Abi |-Barakat ‘Umar b. Ibrahim al-‘Alawi al-Husayni <— Aba Sa‘id
‘Abd al-Jalil. See Sobieroj, Arabische Handschrifien, pp. 397-98 # 207.—On
Shu'la, see also our Zaydi Mu'tazilism in 7th/13th century Yemen, passim.

5 Safi al-Din Abu |-Hasan Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Rassas a/-Hafid (d.
656/1258), grandson of al-Hasan al-Rassas (— 16); on him, see Ibn Abi
I-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 1, pp. 420-32 # 210; al-Shahari, 7abaqat al-
zaydiyya al-kubrd, vol. 1, pp. 196-98 # 91; Musavi Najad, Turdth, p. 124;
Schwarb, Handbook, # 374.
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6 Al-Qadi Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Nasr b. al-Mas‘id al-‘Ansi (d. ca.
670/1271-72), one of the teachers of the Imam al-Mahdi. Cf. Ibn Abi
I-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 1, p. 488 # 253; al-Shahari, Tabagit al-
zaydiyya al-kubrd, vol. 1, pp. 223-24 # 112; al-Wajih, Alam, pp. 193-94 #
185, 303-4 # 282. Al-‘Ansi is the author of the mentioned K. a/-Wasiz. See
also al-Husayni, M allafaz, vol. 3, p. 148 # 3284. According to C. Brock-
elmann (GALS, vol. 2, p. 111 # 22b), al-‘Ansi was a Shafiice. We have
inspected MS Vatican ar. 1130 (cf. Levi della Vida, Elenco, pp. 160-62)
and have found no confirmation for this claim. The author frequenty
refers to earlier Zaydi authorities.

7 Ahmad b. Sa‘d al-Din al-Miswari (d. 1079/1668), author of Majmi’
al-ijazit—On him, see al-Akwa', Hijar al-'ilm, vol. 2, pp. 1081-83 # 32;
al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 108-11 # 82; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, p. 238 #
23; Musavi Najad, Turdth, p. 185; GALS, vol. 2, p. 560 # 7b; al-Hibshi,
Masadir, pp. 67-68, 101, 148, 432; Ibn Abi -Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 1,
pp. 302-14 # 122; al-Shahari, Tabaqar al-Zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1, pp.
121-31 # 48; al-Jurmuzi, Bind al-dawla al-Qasimiyya, vol. 1, pp. 194,
196-97, 331; al-Shawkani, a/-Badr al-zili', vol. 1, p. 58; al-Muhibbi,
Khulisat al-athar fi a’yan al-qarn al-hadi ashar, vol. 1, pp. 204-6.

8 Ahmad b. ‘Uzayw b. ‘Awad al-Himyari (d. ca. 650/1252-3), one of the
teachers of the Imam al-Mahd; cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Marla’ al-budir, vol. 1,
p. 364 # 153; al-Shahari, Tabaqat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1, pp. 162-63
# 63; al-Wajih, A'lam, p. 143 # 117.

9 Al-Amir ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. Yahya b. Yahya b. al-Nasir al-Husayn b.
‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Mukhtar b. Ahmad b. al-Imam al-Hadi
(fl. 7th/13th century). His most important work is his Kitib al-Luma’ fi
figh abl al-bayt “alayhim al-salim, in four volumes. The identity of the
1a'ligat is not clear. On him, see al-Wajth, A'lam, pp. 675-77 # 712.

10 ‘Ali b. Yahya b. Khushaym; cf. Ibn Abi |-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 3,
p. 170 where a certain Yahya b. Hushaym is mentioned who lived during
the time of the Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad b. al-Husayn. He may possible be
the father of the otherwise completely unknown ‘Ali b. Yahya.

11 As'ad b. al-Hasan b. Nasir, brother of Tmran b. al-Hasan b. Nasir
al-Shatawi al-‘Udhri (d. after 630/1232-3) (— 18) and of Ma'sid
b. al-Hasan b. Nasir (— 19). Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla" al-budiir, vol. 1,
p. 537 #297. See also our “Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar,” p. 261.

12 ‘Atiyya b. Muhammad al-Najrani (b. 603/1206-7, d. 665/1266-7). Cf.
Ibn Abi |-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 3, pp. 176-77 # 833; al-Shahari,
Iabaqat al-zaydiyya al-kubri, vol. 2, pp. 680-1 # 402.

13 al-Fadl b. Yahya b. Ja'far b. Ahmad b. Abi Yahya, one of the prominent
scholars at the Madrasa al-mansiriyya in Hath during the lifetime of the
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Imam al-Mahdi. He is a grandson of the gddi Shams al-Din Abu l-Fadl
Ja'far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam b. Abi Yahya al-Buhlali (“Qadi Ja'far”, d.
573/1177-8); cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 4, p. 35 # 1013.

14 al-Hasan b. Ahmad al-‘Ansi, cf. Ibn Abi -Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 2,
p. 9 # 374; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 303-4 # 282 (containing several mistakes).

15 al-Hasan b. al-Baqa’ al-Tihami al-Qaysi (d. ca. 670/1271-2), one of the
teachers of the Imam al-Mahdi. See al-Shahari, Tabaqar al-zaydiyya
al-kubrd, vol. 1, pp. 293-95 # 156, where is name is given as al-Hasan b.
Abi 1-Baqa’ b. $alih b. Yazid b. Abi I-Haya™ al-Tihami al-Qaysi. Cf., by
contrast, Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla" al-budiir, vol. 2, pp. 29-32 # 380 where
his name is given as al-Hasan b. al-Baqa’ al-Tihami. Cf. also al-Wajih,
A'lam, pp. 293-94 # 272.

16 al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Rassas (b. 546/1152, d.
584/1188); on him, see Thiele, “Propagating Mu tazilism”.

17 Humayd b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Muhalli al-San‘ani
(b. 582/1186-7, d. 652/1254). Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 2,
pp- 245-51 # 520; al-Shahari, Tabagair al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1, pp.
421-24 # 247; al-Wajth, A'lam, pp. 407-10 # 408; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid,
Sources, pp. 127-28 # 13.

18 ‘Imran b. al-Hasan b. Nasir al-Shatawi al-'Udhri al-Hamdani (d. after
630/1232-3). Cf. Ibn Abi |-Rijal, Matla" al-budsr, vol. 3, pp. 395-97 #
976; al-Shahari, Tabaqar al-zaydiyya al-kubri, vol. 2, pp. 833-39 # 527,
al-Wajih, Alam, pp. 736-37 # 801; Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources, p. 126 #
12. See also our “Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar,” p. 261.

19 Mas‘ad b. al-Hasan b. Nasir al-'Udhri, brother of Imran b. al-Hasan
(— 18).

20 Muhammad b. Abi I-Sa‘adat, one of the teachers of the Imam al-Mahdi.
Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 4, p. 309 # 1161.

21 Mubhyi al-Din Muhammad (or: Humayd) b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-Walid
al-Qurashi al-Anf, d. 623/1226. On him, see our “Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd
al-Jabbar,” pp. 233ff.

22 Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Ya‘ish al-San‘ani (d. 680/1281-2), one
of the teachers of the Imam al-Mahdi. Cf. GALS, vol. 1, p. 528. For the
Al Ya'ish, see also al-Maqhafi, Mawsii‘at al-algiab al-yamaniyya, vol. 7, pp.
588-89; al-Hibshi, Masadir [1st ed], p. 373; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 943-44
#1019.

23 Muhammad b. Yahya al-San‘ani, one of the prominent scholars who
taught at the Madrasa al-mansiriyya in Huth during the lifetime of the
Imam al-Mahdi. He is not included in any of the relevant biographical
dictionaries.
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24 Muhammad b. Nashwan b. Sa‘id al-Himyari has written a summary of
his father’s (d. 573/1178) Shams al-‘ulim wa-dawa’ kalam al-"Arab min
al-kulivm, entitded Diya al-huliim. The Shams al-‘ulizm has been published
repeatedly: (i) Oman 1983 [an incomplete edition as it seems that was not
available to us]; (ii) ed. Husayn b. ‘Abd Allah al-‘Amri, Mutahhar b. ‘Ali
al-Iryani, Yasuf Muhammad ‘Abd Allih, Beirut 1999. Cf. GAL, vol. 1,
p. 364; GALS, vol. 1, p. 528; sce also Mikael Persenius, 7he manuscripts of
parts 1 and 2 of Shams al-‘ulim by Nashwan al-Himyari: A study of their
relationship, Uppsala, Uppsala University Library, 1997. For Muhammad
b. Nashwan and extant manuscripts of his Diyi’ al-huliim, cf. also al-Wajih,
A'lam, pp. 1005-6 # 1076.

25 Muhammad b. al-Qasim b. al-Rassi (d. 279/892-3), the son of the Imam
al-Qasim b. Ibrahim (d. 246/860-1) (— 28). His writings have been pub-
lished in Majmi’ kutub wa-rasi’il, ed. ‘Abd al-Karim Ahmad Jadban, $a‘da
1423/2002.

26 al-Qasim b. Ahmad al-Shakiri (d. after 653/1255-6), one of the teachers
of the Imam al-Mahdi. Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 4, pp.
60-64 # 1026; al-Shahari, Tabagit al-zaydiyya al-kubri, vol. 2, pp. 853-55
#537.

27 al-Mansur al-Qasim b. ‘Ali al-Tyani (d. 393/1003). See above, nn. 12
and 13.

28 al-Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim (d. 246/860-1). The writings of al-Qasim
b. Ibrahim have been published in Majmi" kutub wa-rasa’il al-Imam
al-Qasim b. Ibriahim al-Rassi, 169-246 H, ed. ‘Abd al-Karim Ahmad
Jadban, San'a’ 2001. On al-Qasim, see Madelung, Der Imam al-Qdsim ibn
1brahim; idem, “Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim and Mu'tazilism”; idem,
“Al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim and Christian Theology”.

29 Sa‘id b. Hanzala, son of ‘Afif al-Din Hanzala b. al-Hasan b. Shab‘an (or:
Sha'ban) and one of the teachers of the Imam al-Mahdi. Cf. Ibn Abi
I-Rijal, Matla" al-buduir, vol. 2, pp. 252-53 # 524; al-Shahari, Tabagit al-
zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1, pp. 424-5 # 249.

30 Salih b. Sulayman b. al-Huwayb (d. after 625/1228), one of the teachers
of the Imam al-Mahdi. Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 2, pp.
412-18 # 681 (here he is named Salih b. Sulayman al-Huwayt); al-Wajih,
A'lam, pp. 489-90 # 487.

31 Sulayman b. Ahmad b. al-Qasim, paternal uncle of the Imam al-Mahdi.
Cf. Ibn Abi |-Rijal, Matla al-budir, vol. 2, p. 349 # 621.

32 Zayd b. Jafar al-Baqiri (l. 7th/13¢th c.); cf Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla'
al-budur, vol. 2, pp. 297-98 # 575.
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Titles

33 Adab al-katib of ‘Abd Allah b. Muslim Ibn Qutayba (d. 276/889); ed.
Muhammad al-Dali, Beirut 21986.

34 Al-Abkam fi I-halal wa-l-hardm, by al-Imam al-Hadi ila 1-haqq Yahya b.
al-Husayn (d. 298/911); cf. al-Husayni, Mu allafit, vol. 1, pp. 80-1 # 174.
The work has been published repeatedly.

35 A'lam Nabhj al-baligha, a commentary on Nahj al-baligha by al-Sayyid
Sadr al-Din “Ali b. Nasir al-Husayni al-Sarakhsi (published repeatedly); cf.
Angari, “Akhbar al-dawla al-saljugiyya”; idem, “Fakhr-i Razi u mukataba-
yiu’.

36 Amali Abmad b. ‘Isa, i.c., the Amili of the Imam Aba ‘Abd Allah Ahmad
b. Isa b. Zayd al-Husayni (b. 157/773, d. 247/861). On Ahmad b. ‘Is3,
see Hasan Ansari, “Ahmad b. ‘Isa b. Zayd,” Dd'irat al-ma'arif-i buzurg-i
islami, vol. 7, pp. 2-4. The Amali Abmad b. ‘Isi were published twice:
(1) Kitab al-‘uliam 1-2, [n.p.] 1401/1981, and (2) as Kitib Ra’b al-sad 1-3,
ed. ‘Ali b. Isma‘il b. ‘Abd Allah al-Mu’ayyad al-San‘ani, Beirut 1410/1990.
Cf. also Masavi Najad, Zurath, pp. 51-52.—For Muhammad b. Mansar
b. Yazid al-Muradi’s (d. 290/903) recension of the Amali Ahmad b. Ts3,
see Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, pp. 80ff. On Muhammad
al-Muradi, see also GAS, vol. 1, p. 563 # 6.

37 Amali of Abu Sa‘'d Ismafil b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn al-Samman al-Razi (d.
445/1053-4); cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 1, pp. 575-56 #
340; al-Dhahabi, Siyar a'lam al-nubald, vol. 17, pp. 55-60; see also
Schwarb, Handbook, # 321. On the work, see also Ansari, “Mu'arrifi-yi
amali-yi yek muhaddith-i mu'tazili madhhab”; idem, “Matn-i
wasiyatnama-yi az yek mutakallim”.

38 K. al-Amali of al-Natiq bi-l-haqq Aba Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Haran
al-Buthani (d. 424/1033); cf. Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, pp.
110-11 # 29.

39 Al-Amali al-ithnayniyya, or al-Anwdr, of the Imam al-Murshad bi-llah
Abt [-Husayn Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Ismafil al-Shajari al-Jurjani (b.
412/1021, d. 479/1086-7 or 499/1105-6). The work was edited by ‘Abd
Allah b. Hamd al-Tzzi (Sa'da 1429/2008).

40 Al-Amali al-khamisiyya or Amali al-Shajari, of the Imam al-Murshad
bi-llah Aba I-Husayn Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma‘il al-Shajari al-Jurjani (b.
412/1021, d. 479/1086-7 or 499/1105-6). The recension of the Amali by
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-Walid al-Qurashi al-Anf (d. 623/1226)
has been published as Kizib al-Amaili: Wa-hiya al-Shahira bi-l-Amali
al-Khamisiyya li-l-murshad bi-Allah Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Shajari ratta-
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bahu Muhi al-Din Mubammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali ibn al-Walid al-Qurashi
thumma al-"Abshami wa-kina qabla dhilika rattabahu Shams al-Din Jamal
al-Muslimin Ja'far b. Ahmad b. Abi Yahya fi sab'a wa-'ishrin biban, Cairo
1957 [repr. Beirut 1983; ed. Muhammad Hasan Muhammad Hasan
Isma‘il, Beirut: ‘Alam al-kutub, 1422/2001]. On al-Murshad bi-llah, see
also Madelung, Der Imam al-Qdisim ibn Ibrihim, pp. 184-85. See also
below — 108.

41 Asrar al-ziyadat of Aba Mudar Shurayh b. al-Mu'ayyad (fl. 5¢h/11th c.).
The text is preserved in two copies in the Makrtabat al-Awqaf, San'a’, ##
1137, 1139; cf. Rugayhi, Fibrist, vol. 2, pp. 899-900. On Abt Mudar, see
Ibn Abi 1-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 2, pp. 395-98 # 662; al-Shahari,
Iabaqar al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1, pp. 485-86 # 284; Madelung, Arabic
texts, English introduction, pp. 19-20; see Ansari, “Mirath-i zaydiyan-i
Irin (1)”.—Muhyi al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-Walid
al-Qurashi al-Anf (d. 623/1226), in turn, has written al-Jawihbir wa-I-
durar al-mustakhraja min Sharh Abi Mudar, a summary of Aba Mudar’s
Asrar al-ziyadat. See our “Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar,” p. 236. See
also below — 56.

42 Al-Bulgha fi tafsiv al-Qur an al-karim, of Abu 1-"Abbas Muhammad b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Hakam al-Tusi; cf. a/-Mustatib, MS Maktabat
al-Mansur, f. 211a. See also al-Mashriqi/al-Qadi, Zawis yamani, pp. 159-
60 where three manuscripts of this otherwise unknown commentary are
listed.

43 K. al-Dawlatayn, cither by Dirar b. ‘Amr al-Kufi (a/-Fibrist li-I-Nadim,
ed. Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, London 2009, vol. 1 ii, p. 597) or by Aba
|-‘Anbas al-Saymari (al-Fibrist li-I-Nadim, vol. 1 ii, p. 468).

44 Diwdn al-adab, of Tshaq b. Ibrahim al-Farabi / al-Faryabi (d. ca. 350/961).
The text has been published repeatedly: (1) Diwin al-adab. Awwal mujam
‘Arabi murattab bi-hasab al-abniya 1-5, ed. Ahmad Mukhtar ‘Umar, Cairo
1974-79; (2) Diwan al-adab. Mujam lughawi turathi, ed. ‘Adil ‘Abd
al-Jabbar al-Shati, Beirut 2003.

45 K. al-Fiiq fi usal al-din of Rukn al-Din b. al-Malahimi al-Kh“arazmi,
eds. Wilferd Madelung and Martin McDermott, Tehran 2007.

46 al-Fa'iq fi usil al-figh, by al-Hasan al-Rassas. On this work, see Thiele,
“Propagating Mu'tazilism,” p. 551. For extant manuscripts of the text, see
Schwarb, Handbook, # 356 (12). The Fi'iq was in turn the main source for
al-Mansur bi-llah’s Safwat al-ikhtiyar (— 88).

47 K. Gharib al-hadith, by Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam (d. 224/838),
ed. Husayn Muhammad Muhammad Sharaf, Cairo 1984. On Abu
‘Ubayd, see Ahmad Pakatshi, “Abt “‘Ubayd Qasim b. Sallam al-Khuza',”
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Dd’irat al-ma'arif-i buzurg islami, vol. 5, pp. 703-11; Reinhard Weipert,
“Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam,” 7he Encyclopacedia of Islam. Three, Lei-
den 2008, fasc. 2008-1, pp. 55-58.

Al-Hasir fi usil al-figh of Ahmad b. ‘Uzayw b. ‘Awad al-Himyari (— 8);
see Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla® al-budir, vol. 1, p. 364 # 153; al-Wajih, A'lam,
p. 143. This work seems to be lost.

Al-Ibana fi I-figh, referring to the fatawa of al-Nasir li-l-haqq al-Hasan b.
‘Ali al-Utrash (d. 304/917) that have been collected and commented
upon (Sharh al-Ibina) by Muhammad b. Ya'qub al-Hawsami al-Nasir
al-Qadi (fl. 5th/11th ¢.). CL. al-Shahari, 7abaqar al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 2,
p. 914. For a manuscript of the Kitib al-Ibina together with the commen-
tary in Munich see Sobieroj, Arabische Handschrifien, pp. 502-3 # 268
(Cod. Arab. 1329). For additional manuscripts of the commentary in
Iran, see Danishpazhth, “Du makhikha-yi Zaydi,” pp. 179-88; Made-
lung, Arabic Texts, introduction p. 13.—See also al-Husayni, M allafit,
vol. 1, p. 31 # 15; Madelung, Der Imam al-Qdasim ibn Ibrihim, pp. 1591.
K. al-1dib li-fawa id al-misbab (at times also called Sharh al-Idah) of
Humayd al-Mubhalli (— 17), a commentary on Misbih al-‘ulism fi ma'rifat
al-hayy al-qayyim of Ahmad b. al-Hasan al-Rassas (d. 621/1224). An
apparently unique manuscript of the commentary is preserved in Munich;
cf. Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 404-5 # 212 (Cod. arab 1271).
Al-Ifada fi tarikh al-a'imma al-sida, by the Imam al-Natiq bi-l-haqq
Abu Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Haran al-Buthani (b. 340/951, d. 424/
1033); cf. GAL, vol. 1, p. 402; GALS, vol. 1, p. 698. The work was pub-
lished in the edition of Ibrahim b. Majd al-Din b. Muhammad al-Mu’ayyadi
and Hadi b. Hasan b. Hadi al-Hamazi, Sa‘da 1422/2001.

K. al-Thata of al-Muwaffaq bi-llah Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Isma'il
al-Shajari al-Jurjani (d. after 420/1029). On the second volume of this
work is extant in a single manuscript held by the University Library Lei-
den, MS Leiden Or. 8409 [= Ar 1942b]. For a description of the manu-
script, see Voorhoeve, Handlist of Arabic manuscripts, p. 124. A later
anonymous author wrote a paraphrastic commentary on the work which
is preserved in manuscript, 7a'lig al-ibdra. See also our Mu'tazilism after
‘Abd al-Jabbar, Chapter Seven.

K. al-Iklil sharh ma'ani al-tabsil of al-Husayn (or: al-Hasan) b. Musal-
lam al-Tihami, a commentary on al-Hasan al-Rassas’ 7asil. See Thiele,
“Propagating Mu'tazilism,” p. 545. See also Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Marla‘
al-budir, vol. 2, pp. 142-43 # 440 (Hasan b. Musallam), pp. 220-21
# 494 (Husayn b. Musallam); al-Shahari, 7abagar al-zaydiyya al-kubra,
vol. 1, pp. 347-48 # 201 (Hasan b. Musallam), pp. 400-1 # 233 (Husayn
b. Musallam), vol. 3, p. 1294 (Husayn b. Musallam al-Tihami); al-Husayni,
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My allafit, vol. 1, p. 149 # 390. The reading al-Husayn b. Musallam seems
more appropriate; see our “Mu'tazilism in Rayy and Astarabad: Abu I-Fadl
al-‘Abbas b. Sharwin”. In the chapter on the formation of the Imam
al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim, an anonymous
commentary on the /k/il is mentioned as 7a'liq al-Tklil.

54 K. al-I'tibar wa-salwat al-'arifin by al-Muwaffaq bi-llah Aba ‘Abd Allah
al-Husayn b. Isma'l al-Shajari al-Jurjani (d. after 420/1029); ed. ‘Abd
al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih, San'a’ *2008. See also al-Husayni, Mz allafaz,
vol. 1, p. 133 # 340.

55 Al-Jami fi I-sharh (also known as Sharh al-Tahrir or Ta'liq al-Qadi Zayd)
by Zayd b. Muhammad al-Kalari (fl. 5¢h/11¢h century); cf. Ibn Abi l-Rijal,
Matla" al-budir, vol. 2, pp. 309-12 # 587; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 449-50 #
438 (with a list of the extant manuscripts of the text). A manuscript of the
text is also preserved in the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in Munich; cf.
Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 279-80 # 129.

56 Al-Jawaihir wa-l-durar al-mustakbraja min Sharh Abi Mudar, a sum-
mary of Abi Mudar Shurayh b. al-Mu'ayyad’s (. 5th/11¢h c.) Asrar
al-ziyddat, by Muhyi al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-Walid
al-Qurashi al-Anf (d. 623/1226); see al-Husayni, M allafit, vol. 1, p. 384
# 1111. A manuscript of the text is preserved in the Bayerische Staats-
bibliothek in Munich; cf. Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 288-90
# 135. See also above — 41.

57 Al-Jumal al-hadiya fi sharh al-muqaddima al-kéifiya, by Abu l-Hasan
Tahir b. Ahmad b. Babshad (d. 469/1076); cf. Irain Naz Kashiyan, “Ibn
Babshadh,” Da'irat al-ma'arif-i buzurg-i islami, vol. 3, pp. 56-57.

58 Al-Kafi of Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Ya'qub al-Hawsami which is extant
in manuscript. Although al-Hawsami was a follower of the legal doctrine
of al-Nasir al-Utriish, the work is more comprehensive in that it contains
the doctrines of the various legal traditions of Zaydism. Cf. al-Husayni,
M allafit, vol. 2, p. 371 # 2554; al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 1023-24 # 1095.

59 al-Kashf wa-l-bayan ‘an tafsir al-Qur'dan by Ahmad b. Muhammad
al-Tha'labi (al-Tha'alabi) (d. 427/1035). On this commentary, see Saleh,
The Formation of the classical rafsir tradition. A partial edition of the rafsir
was published as Aba Ishaqg Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Tha'labi, Mugad-
dimat al-Kashf wa-l-bayin ‘an tafsir al-Qur'an, ed. Khalid b. ‘Awn al-‘Anazi,
Riyadh 2008. An edition of the complete work was published in 10 vols.
In Beirut: Dar ihya’ al-turath al-‘arabi, 1422/2001.

60 K. al-Kawakib al-durriyya fi tafsil al-nafabat al-miskiyya, an
autocommentary by Humayd b. Ahmad al-Mubhalli on his a/-Nafapar
al-miskiyya fi l-masd’il al-kalamiyya. An apparently incomplete manuscript
of the Kawikib is preserved in the Ambrosiana library (F 177/1, ff. 1-76,
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178-184a). See Lofgren, Catalogo dei manoscritti arabi, serie F-H [type-
written volume], p. 288 # 1470. We thank Gregor Schwarb for making his
copy of this unpublished volume available to us.

61 Kayfiyyat kashf al-abkam wa-I-sifat ‘an kbasa'is al-mu aththirat wa-I-
muqtadiyat of al-Hasan al-Rassas (— 16). On this work and on al-Rassas’
relation to the Imam al-Manstr bi-llah, see Thiele, “Propagating
Mu'tazilism,” p. 5471.

62 Al-Khilafiyya — 69.

63 al-Khilifiyya bayna I-Baghdadhiyyin wa-I-Basriyyin — 70.

64 Al-Khulasa al-néfi' a bi-l-adilla al-qati a fi fawa'id al-tabi'a of Ahmad
b. al-Hasan al-Rassas (d. 621/1224); cf. al-Husayni, M allafit, vol. 1, p.
444 # 1306. The work has been published as a/-Khulisa al-nifi'a li-Ahmad
b. Hasan al-Rassas, ed. Imam Hanafi Sayyid ‘Abd Allah, Cairo 2002.

65 ‘Kitab al-Imam al-Mansiir bi-llah”. Referring most likely to al-Mangar
bi-llah’s al-Mubadhdhab (— 72).

66 ‘Kitab al-Sayyid Abi Talib fi l-latif”. It is unclear which work by the
Imam al-Natiq bi-l-Haqq Aba Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Haran
al-Buthani (d. 424/1033) is intended.

67 “Kitab al-Sayyid ‘Ali b. Sulaymaén’. Referring possibly to a work by ‘Ali
b. Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Hasani al-Rassi (fl. 5th/11¢th c.), who was
a faqih; cf. al-Shahari, Tabaqair al-zaydiyya al-kubri, vol. 2, p. 777-8 # 482.
Alternatively, he may be identical with ‘Ali b. Sulayman b. Abi I-Rijal
(d. after 681/1282-3); on him see Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla" al-budir, vol. 3,
p. 257-58 # 891.

68 al-Majmi’ fi I-figh, of ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Khalil (fl. 5th/11th cen-
tury). For the author and extant manuscripts of his Majmii’, see al-Wajih,
A'lam, pp. 710-11 # 762 (with further references). A manuscript of the
text is preserved in the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in Munich, cf. Sobi-
eroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 280-82 # 130.

69 Masd'il al-khilaf baynani wa-bayn al-mushabbiba wa-l-mujbira
wa-l-khawarij wa-l-murji a of Abu Rashid al-Nisabari. On this work,
see our “Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar”.

70 al-Masa'il fi l-khilaf bayn al-Basriyyin wa-l-Baghdadbiyyin (also: al-
Khilafiyya  bayna |-Baghdadhiyyin  wa-I-Basriyyin) of Abu Rashid
al-Nisabari; eds. Ma'n Ziyada and Ridwan Sayyid, Beirut 1979 on the
basis of the single extant manuscript of the text, owned by the Staatsbi-
bliothek zu Berlin, MS Glaser 12). See also our “Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd
al-Jabbar”.

71 Al-Mu aththirat wa-miftah al-mushkilat of al-Hasan b. Muhammad
al-Rassas (b. 546/1151-52, d. 584/1188); The work has been edited by
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Jan Thiele (Kausalitiit in der mu'tazilitischen Kosmologie); see also idem,
“Propagating Mu'tazilism,” p. 547f.

72 Al-Mubadhdhab min al-fatdwa, by the Imam al-Mangar bi-llah ‘Abd
Allah b. Hamza (d. 614/1217). The work has been preserved in the redac-
tion (jam" wa-tahdhib) of Muhammad b. As‘ad al-Muradi, al-Muhadhdhab
[i fatawa al-Mansir bi-llah "Abd Allah b. Hamza “alayhi al-salam, ed. ‘Abd
al-Salam al-Wajih, San@’ 2001. See also al-Husayni, M allafir, vol. 3,
p. 87 # 3103.

73 Al-Mubit, a work on grammar by Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Ya'ish
al-San‘ani (— 22). According to al-Wajth (A'/am, p. 944), the text has
been edited as a PhD thesis in Yemen.

74 Al-Kitab al-Mubhit of ‘Abd al-Jabbar. There is no evidence that this book
has reached Yemen. References to this work may refer to the paraphrastic
commentary on the work by Ibn Mattawayh, al-Majmit’ fi I-mubit bi-I-
taklif. Vol. 1 has been edited twice: (1) ‘Umar al-Sayyid ‘Azmi, Cairo
[n.d.], (2) ed. ]J.J. Houben, Beirut 1965; vol. 2, eds. J.J. Houben and
D. Gimaret, Beirut 1981; vol. 3, ed. Jan Peters, Beirut 1999. Margaretha
T. Heemskerk is currently preparing a critical edition of the fourth vol-
ume.— Whereas the original a/-Kitib al-Mupit seems to be lost in the
Islamic world, extensive fragments of the work are extant in the various
collections housing material from the Karaite Genizah in Cairo. See Ben-
Shammai, “A note on some Karaite copies of Mu'tazilite writings,” pp.
295-304. A critical edition of the extant fragments is currently been pre-
pared by Omar Hamdan and Gregor Schwarb.

75 K. al-Mubit bi-usil al-imama ‘ala madhahib al-Zaydiyya of “Ali b.
al-Husayn b. Muhammad Siyah [Shah] Sarijan [Sarbijan], a commentary
on the Kitib al-Di‘ama fi tathbit al-imama of the Imam al-Natiq bi-I-haqq
Abt Talib Yahya b. Husayn al-Buthani (d. 424/1033). The Kitib al-Di'ama
has been edited by Naji Hasan who falsely identified the work as Nusrar
madhihib al-Zaydiyya of al-$ahib b. ‘Abbad (Baghdad 1977; repr. Beirut
1981); see also Madelung, “Zu einigen Werken,” pp. 5-10; Ansari,
“Zaydiyya wa-manabi-i maktib-i Imamiyya,” pp. 149-61. The Kirib
al-Mubit is preserved in (at least) three manuscripts: (1) MS Ambrosiana
A 23 (see Lofgren/ Traini, Catalogue, p. 12; see also GALS, vol. 1, pp. 698-
99 # 1¢); (2) MS Maktabat al-awqaf, al-Jami® al-kabir, San'a’ # 645 (dated
18 Safar 1065/28 December 1654; see Ruqayhi, Fibrist, vol. 2, p. 737
where the text is erroneously attributed to Ibn Mattawayh); (3) a copy
held in a private library in Yemen (transcribed by Yasuf b. Twad b. ‘Abd
Allah b. al-Husayn b. Za'’kam b. Khazraj, dated Ramadan 628/July 1231).
Digital images of this manuscript were made available to us through the
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Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali Cultural Foundation (IZbACF). We have no informa-
tion about the location of the original codex.

76 K. al-Mujzi fi usil al-figh by the Imam al-Natiq bi-l-Haqq Aba Talib
Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Hartn al-Buthani (d. 424/1033). The second half
of the work has erroneously been edited as Abi I-Husayn al-Basri’s Sharh
al--Umad by ‘Abd al-Hamid b. ‘Ali Aba Zunayd (2 vols., Medina
1410/1989-90). For the work, see also Schwarb, Handbook, # 315 (6);
idem, “Traditions of Zaydi-Mu'‘tazili usil al-figh”.

77 Mulbat al-ivab of Abia Muhammad al-Qasim al-Hariri (d. 516/1122),
which has been commented upon by numerous authors, including by the
author himself. Cf. GAL, vol. 1, p. 328; GALS, vol. 1, pp. 488-89. The
text itself as well as the autocommentary have been published repeatedly:
(i) Mulbat al-i'rab, ed. ‘Ali Hasan ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Hamid, Amman 1988;
(ii) Sharh Mulbat al-i‘'rib, ed. F3'iz Faris, Irbid 1991; (iii) Sharh Mulbat
al-i‘'rib, ed. Barakat Yasuf Habbud, Sayda / Beirut 1997; (iv) Sharh matn
Mulpat al-i'rib, Cairo 2009. The sharp of ‘Ali b. Sulaymin b. Asad
al-Harithi al-ma'raf bi-bn al-Haydara (d. 599/1202-3) was certainly
known among the Zaydis and may be meant here; see al-Wajih, A'lam,
p. 682 #722.

78 al-Mustasfa min ‘ilm al-usil of Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111).

79 “Al-Mu'tamad li-Qédi l-qudar’. ‘Abd al-Jabbar is not known to have
written a work with this title. It may be a mistake for his Kitab al-"Umad.
This would then be the only indication that this work of his had reached
Yemen. On his Kitib al-'Umad, see ‘Uthman, Qad l-qudat, p. 61.

80 K. al-Mu'tamad. fi usiil al-din of Rukn al-Din Mahmuad b. Muhammad
al-Malahimi al-Khvarizmi, ed. Wilferd Madelung and Martin McDer-
mott, London 1991.

81 K. al-Mu'tamad fi usil al-figh, of Abu l-Husayn al-Basri. The work has
been published twice: (1) ed. Muhammad Hamid Allah in cooperation
with Muhammad Bakr and-Hasan Hanafi, Damascus 1964; (2) with pref-
ace by Khalil al-Mays, Beirut 1983.

82 K. Mutashabih al-Qur'an of Rukn al-Din Aba Tahir al-Turaythithi. On
this work and its author, see Ansari, “Tuhfa-yi giran qadr”; al-Salimi,
“al-Mutashabih li-]-Quran li-I-Turaythichi”. Al-Salimi is currently prepar-
ing a critical edition of this work.—Although virtually all manuscripts are
preserved in Zaydi repositories, the work was relatively unknown among
the Zaydis. Apart from the present text, another reference to the work is
to be found in the Yandbi'al-nasiba fi I-'aqi’id al-sahiha of al-Husayn b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Yahya al-Hadawi (d. 662-3/1264-5) (ed.
al-Murtada b. Zayd al-Mahatwari al-Hasani, Sana: Maktabat Badr,
21422/2001, p. 330).

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:45:25AM
via Princeton University Library



H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 2 (2011) 165-222 201

83 Mutashibibh al-Qur'an of ‘Abd al-Jabbar b. Ahmad al-Asadabadi. The
work has been published twice: (1) ed. ‘Adnan Muhammad Zarzir, Cairo
[1969]; (2) Ahmad ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Sa’ih and Tawfiq ‘Ali Wahba, Cairo
1430/2009.

84 Nabhj al-balagha of al-Sharif al-Radi (d. 406/1015); cf. Kohlberg, Medi-
eval Muslim Scholar, p. 295 # 461; Modarressi, Tradition and Survival, pp.
13-15.

85 Al-Qamar al-munir fi ‘uqid Kitab al-Tabrir, by al-amir ‘Ali b.
al-Husayn b. Yahya b. Yahya (fl. 7th/14th c.); cf. al-Husayni, Mz allafaz,
vol. 2, p. 354 # 2501.

86 Rasa'il al-mam al-Mansir bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (— 1). These
have been published as Majmi' rasd'il al-Imam al-Mansir bi-llah “Abd
Allah b. Hamza 1-2, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih, Amman 2002.

87 K. al-Riyad of Abu Sa‘d al-Muzaffar b. ‘Abd al-Rahim b. ‘Ali al-Hamdani;
cf. al-Shahari, Tabaqit al-zaydiyya al-kubri, vol. 2, pp. 1141 # 716.

88 Safwat al-ikhtiydr, by the Imam al-Mansur bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza
b. Sulayman, on legal methodology; cf. al-Husayni, Mu allafiz, vol. 2,
p- 229 # 2116. Eds. Ibrahim Yahya al-Darsi al-Hamzi and Hadi b. Hasan
b. Hadi al-Hamzi, Sa‘'da 1423/2002.

89 Shams shariat al-islam fi figh abl al-bayt ‘alayhim al-salam by
Sulayman b. Nasir al-Suhami (d. after 600/1203-4). Cf. Ibn Abi I-Rijal,
Matla" al-budir, vol. 2, pp. 375-77 # 642; al-Shahari, Tabagit al-zaydiyya
al-kubrd, vol. 1, pp. 478-81 # 281; al-Husayni, Mu'allafit, vol. 2, pp. 213-
14 # 2071. For extant manuscripts of this text, see al-Wajih, A'/im,
pp. 470-1 # 4060.

90 Sharh al-jumal al-kabira, a commentary by Abu I-Hasan Tahir b.
Ahmad b. Babshiad (— 57) on the Kitib al-Jumal of Abi 1-Qasim ‘Abd
al-Rahman b. Ishaq al-Zajjaji (d. 337/949 or 339/951); cf. GALS, vol. 1,
pp. 170-71.

91 Sharh al-Usil al-kabir of Siyah Sarbijan. This title for ‘Ali b. al-Husayn
b. Muhammad Siyah [Shah] Sarijan [Sarbijan] is not attested elsewhere.
The title suggests that this may be a (super)commentary on Ibn Khallad’s
Kitab al-Usil that had served as a basis for various z4'dliq among later
Zaydi authors; it may well be that the two manuscripts, MS British Library
OR 8613 and MS San‘a’, Maktabat al-Jami" al-kabir (Sharqiyya), no. 541
(edited by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hadi Abu Rida as Fi ltawhid [Diwain
al-usil li-Abi Rashid Sa'‘id b. Muhammad al-Nisabiri ?], Cairo 1969), are
in fact portions of this Sharh; see our “Mu'tazilism in Daylam: “Ali b.
al-Husayn Siyah [Shah] Sarijan [Sarbijan] and his writings”.

92 Sharh al-usil al-khamsa of ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadani. The text was
usually read together with the #'/ig by the latter’s student Aba 1-Husayn
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Ahmad b. Abit Hashim Muhammad al-Husayni al-Qazwini, known as
Mankdim Shashdiw (d. 425/1034) (the work was wrongly attributed to
‘Abd al-Jabbar, ed. ‘Abd al-Karim ‘Uthman, Cairo 1384/1965 [numer-
ous reprints]) and/or possibly with the zz'/ig of Aba Muhammad Isma'l
b ‘Ali al-Farrazadhi.

K. al-Shifa fi abwal al-mustafi (or: bi ta'rif huqiq al-mustafa) by Qadi
‘Tyad (d. 544/1149); cf. GAL 1/455-56; GALS 1/630-32; M. Talbi, “Iyad
b. Musa,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 4, pp. 289-90.
Sira of the Prophet Muhammad by Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Yasar (b.
85/704, d. 150/767) in the recension of Abit Muhammad ‘Abd al-Malik
Ibn Hisham al-Himyari al-Basri (d. 218/833 or 213/828). Cf. GAL, vol.
1, p. 135 # 3; GALS, vol. 1, pp. 205fF; GAS, vol. 1, pp. 288-290 # 1,
pp- 297-301 # 11. See also Rubin, 7he Life of Muhammad; Motzki (ed.),
The Biography of Mubammad al-Tarabishi, Ruwar Muhammad Ibn Ishag.
The Sirat al-Hadi ila al-Haqq Yahya b. al-Husayn had been written
down by ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. ‘Abid Allah al-‘Abbasi al-‘Alawi. See
above, nn. 2 and 8. The Sirat Apmad al-Nisir has been published by
Wilferd Madelung; see above, n. 8.

Sirat al-Mansiir al-Qdsim b. ‘Ali al-Iyani (d. 393/1003), composed
by his secretary Abt ‘Abd Allah Husayn b. Ahmad b. Ya'qab al-Hamdani.
See above, n. 11.

Sirat al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Abmad b. Sulayman (d. 566/1171),
written by Yahya b. Sulayman al-Thaqafi. See above, n. 14.

98 Al-Tadbkira fi abkam al-jawahir wa-l-a'rad of Ibn Mattawayh. In

1975, a partial edition was published: al-Hasan b. Mattawayh al-Najrani
al-Mu'tazili, al-Tadbkira fi abkim al-jawéihir wa-l-a'vid, eds. Sami Nasr
Lutf and Faysal Badir ‘Awn, Cairo. This has now been replaced by a
critical edition of the complete text: Al-Hasan b. Ahmad Ibn Mattawayh,
al-Tadbkira fi abkam al-jawihir wa-l-a'rid 1-2, ed. Daniel Gimaret,

Cairo 2009.—One of the manuscripts consulted by Gimaret for his edi-
tion () that contains only the first part of the work was copied in
605/1209 in Hath (— 115) which is misread in the edition as Haf or Jaf
(cf. ibid., vol. 1, p. 367 n. 57).

99 Al-Tahdhib al-wasit al-mujarrad min al-ifrat wa-I-tafrit fi l-nabw, of

Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Ya‘ish al-San‘ani (— 22). The work has
been published by Fakhr Salih Sulayman Qaddara, Beirut 1411/1990-
91; cf. al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 177, 943-44 # 1019. For a manuscript of the
work that is preserved in the British Library see GALS, vol. 1, p. 528.

100 Al-Tahdhib fi tafsir al-Qur'an, by al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Aba Sa'd

al-Muhassin  b. Muhammad b. Kirama al-Bayhaqi al-Barawqani
(b. 413/1022, d. 494/1101); for manuscripts of the work, see Schwarb,
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Handbook, # 246. On Jishumi’s commentary, see also Zarzir, al-Hakim
al-Jishumi; Mourad, “The Revealed Text and the Intended Subtext”.

101 Al-Tabrir fi l-kashf an nusis al-a’imma al-nabarir, by the Imam Abu
Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Harani al-Daylami (d. 424/1033). The work
has been published in the edition of Muhammad Yahya Salim ‘Azzan,
San@’ 1997. See also al-Husayni, Mz allafit, vol. 1, p. 253 # 701.

102 K. al-Tabsil fi I-tawhid wa-l-ta'dil, a theological summa by al-Hasan
al-Rassas; see Thiele, “Propagating Mu'tazilism,” p. 549.

103 K. al-Tajrid of Ibn al-Malahimi, being an abridgement of Aba I-Husayn
al-BastT’s Kitab al-Mu'tamad fi usil al-figh. The work is preserved in a
single manuscript (Bodleian Library, MS Arab. e. 103). Cf. the editor’s
introduction to Ibn al-Malahimi’s K. al-Mu'tamad fi usil al-din (— 80),
p. iv. A facsimile, together with an introduction by H. Ansari and
S. Schmidtke, has been published in the “Muslim History and Heritage
Series” (Tehran/Berlin 2011).

104 Ta'liq al-Tklil — 53.

105 “Ta'liq al-Sayyid al-Mu’ ayyad bi-llah’. Possibly referring to the Ziyadit
of the Imam al-Mu'ayyad bi-llah Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Harani
(d. 411/1020), consisting of fatdwai of al-Mu'ayyad that were collected
by Abu -Qasim b. Tal al-Hawsami a/-ma'rif bi-I-Ustadh. Cf. al-Husayni,
M allafat, vol. 2, p. 83 # 1732; al-Wajih, A'lam, p. 101. On al-Ustadh,
see al-Wajih, A'lam, pp. 312-13 # 291.

106 “Ta'liqat ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. Yahya b. Yahyi b. al-Imam al-Hadi”
—9.

107 Tarikh al-rusul wa-l-muliik of Abi Ja'far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari
(d. 310/923). For the recent scholarship on this work, see Rydving (ed.),
Al-Tabari history.

108 Tartib al-amali al-khamisiyya, a recension of the Amadili of al-Murshad
bi-llah Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma‘il al-Shajari (d. 479/1086-87 or
499/1106). This text has been published repeatedly: Kitib al-Amali: Wa-
hiya al-Shahira bi-I-Amali al-Khamisiyya li-l-Murshad bi-Allah Yahya b.
al-Husayn al-Shajari rattabahu Mubyi al-Din Mubammad b. Abmad b.
‘Ali b. al-Walid al-Qurashi thumma al-"Abshami wa-kina qabla dhilika
rattabahu Shams al-Din Jamal al-Muslimin Ja'far b. Ahmad b. Abi Yahya

fi sab'a wa-‘ishrin baban 1-2, Cairo 1957 [repr. Beirut 1983]; ed.
Muhammad Hasan Muhammad Hasan Isma‘il, Beirut 1422/2001. See
also above — 40.

109 Taysir al-matalib min [fi] Amali Abi Talib, a recension of the Amali of
al-Natiq bi-l-haqq Aba Talib al-Harini by Shams al-Din Qadi Ja'far b.
Ahmad al-Sana'i (d. 573/1177-78); cf. al-Husayni, M allafit, vol. 1, pp.
347-48 # 1005. The work has been published repeatedly: (1) ed. Yahya
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‘Abd al-Karim al-Fadil, Beirut 1975; (2) ed. ‘Abd Allah Hammid al-Tzzi,
Amman 2002.

110 K. al-Tibyan sharh Yaqitat al-imén of al-Hasan al-Rassas, a paraphras-
tic work that is based on Aba I-Fadl al-‘Abbas b. Sharwin’s Yagirat
al-iman wa-wasitat al-burhin, see our “Mu'tazilism in Rayy and
Astarabad”.

111 al-"Umda fi ‘wyiin sihah al-akbbar fi maniqib imam al-abrar, by Abu
|-Husayn Yahya b. al-Hasan b. al-Husayn al-Hilli al-Asadi Ibn al-Bitriq
(d. 600/1203 or 601/1204); cf. Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, pp.
376-77 # 633.—For the popularity of this work among the Zaydis, see
Hasan Ansari, “Ibn Bitriq,” Da irat al-ma'arif al-islamiyya al-kubra, vol. 2,
pp- 483-85; idem, “Ibn al-Sharafiyya”; idem, “Taze-ha-yi dar barayi Ibn
Bitriq”.

112 K. Usal al-abkam fi I-halidl wa-I-haram, by the Imam al-Mutawakkil
bi-llah Ahmad b. Sulayman al-Hasani al-Yamani (d. 566/1170); cf.
al-Husayni, M allafiz, vol. 1, pp. 126-27 # 318; GALS, vol. 1, p. 699 #
2a. The work has been published as Usil al-abkim al-jami’ li-adillat
al-halil wa-I-haram, t2lif al-Mutawakkil ‘ala Allah Ahmad b. Sulayman
b. Muhammad b. al-Mutahhar b. ‘Ali b. al-Nasir Ahmad b. al-Hadi ila
|-Haqq Yahya b. al-Husayn, ed. ‘Abd Allah Hammaud al-Tzzi, San@’
2003.

113 al-Wafi ‘alda madbhab al-hadi of Abii 1-Hasan ‘Ali b. Bilal al-Amuli. Cf.
al-Wajih, A'lam, p. 662 # 695. Ibn Bilal is mostly renowned for having
supplemented the Masabih fi sirat al-a’imma of Abu 1-‘Abbas al-Hasani
(d. 352/963).

114 Al-Zubad al-darbiyya, by Salih b. Sulayman b. al-Huwayb (— 30);
cf. al-Wajih, A'lam, p. 490; al-Husayni, M allafat, vol. 2, p. 73 # 1700.

Places

115 Huth, located in the territory of Hashid; cf. al-Hajari al-Yamani, Majmai’
buldan al-yaman, vol. 1, pp. 213-26, 300; Abu Firas b. Di‘tham, a/-Sira
al-mansiriyya, passim.

116 Mislit, a village located within the territory of the Bana Qays (of the
Bant Thuraym) in the region of bilid al-zihir of the Hashid territory;
see al-Akwa’, Hijar al-‘ilm, vol. 4, pp. 2050-54.

117 al-Shahil, located in the region of Hajar, north-west of Sand’; cf.
al-HajarT al-Yamani, Majma" buldan al-yaman, vol. 2, pp. 240ff [Hajur];
vol. 3, p. 441. For Bana Shawur, see al-Maqhafl, Mawsi'at al-alqib al-
yamaniyya, vol. 3, pp. 66-68.
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The Sira of the Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allih Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim
(d. 656/1258). Manuscript (3) of the present edition, which is kept in an unknown pri-
vate library in Yemen. A digital copy was provided by the Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali Cultural
Foundation. Copy completed on Friday, 14 Sha’ban 1310/3 March 1893. Title and
opening lines of the text of the Sira.

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:45:25AM
via Princeton University Library



H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 2 (2011) 165-222 219

The Sira of Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim (d. 656/1258).
Manuscript (5) of the present edition. Copy of 1310/1893. Here ff. 4b-5a are shown, with
the beginning of the section on the Imam’s education (Nash'a) on the ultimate line of

f. 4b.
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