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Abstract
The rich sīra literature relating to the careers of imāms is a genre characteristic for the Zaydī com-
munities in Yemen and in Iran. These documents were composed by close companions, secretar-
ies or other personnel in their vicinity, often inspired in structure and terminology by the sīra of 
the Prophet Muḥammad. Their primary function was to legitimize the imāms, and describing 
their merits therefore formed an important element of such documents. The sīra of the Imām 
al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Abū Ṭayr Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn (d. 656/1258) was composed by Sharaf 
al-Dīn Yaḥyā b. al-Qāsim al-Ḥamzī (d. 677/1278-9). The primary significance of the section of 
the sīra that is devoted to Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn’s formation, which is edited and analysed in the 
article, is that it provides a detailed picture of the intellectual scene in Yemen during the 7th/13th 
century and informs us about the characteristics of the formation of scholars during this period. 
Moreover, the document informs us about the works that were part of the transfer of knowledge 
from Iran to Yemen that began with the unification of the Caspian Zaydiyya and the Zaydīs in 
Yemen during the imamate of Abū Ṭālib al-akhīr (d. 520/1126) and gradually increased through-
out the 6th/12th century until the death of the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh in 614/1217.

* This is the third in a series of studies dealing with the transmission of knowledge from Iran 
to Yemen in the 6th/12th and 7th/13th centuries. “Studies on the transmission of knowledge 
from Iran to Yemen I and II” were published in Studia Iranica 39 (2010), pp. 227-78 
(“Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd al-Jabbār: Abū Rashīd al-Nīsābūrī’s Kitāb Masāʾil al-khilāf fī l-uṣūl ”) 
and Studia Iranica [in press] (“Muʿtazilism in Rayy and Astarābād: Abū l-Fad ̣l al-ʿAbbās b. 
Sharwīn”).—This publication was prepared within the framework of the European Research 
Council’s FP 7 project “Rediscovering Theological Rationalism in the Medieval World of Islam”. 
We take the opportunity to thank Camilla Adang, Wilferd Madelung and Gregor Schwarb for 
helpful remarks on an earlier draft of this paper.
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I.

The rich sīra literature relating to the careers of imāms is a genre characteristic 
for the Zaydī communities in Yemen and in Iran. These documents were com-
posed as a rule by close companions, secretaries or other personnel in their 
vicinity, often inspired in structure and terminology by the sīra of the Prophet 
Muḥammad. Their primary function was to legitimize the imāms, and describ-
ing their merits therefore formed an important element of such documents. 
Regular components were sections on their religious education praising the 
imām’s mastery of the various branches of knowledge as well as the formal 
proclamation of the imām’s claim to the imamate (daʿwa) and the pledge of 
allegiance (ʿahd ). In addition, documentary sources such as official correspon-
dences, treaties, decrees and letters of instruction, as well as personal memories 
etc. often form part of the sīras. As such, they constitute valuable contempo-
rary witnesses of the imāms’ respective reigns containing detailed chronicles of 
the political and military as well as the tribal and at times social history and 
administrative practice of the time.1

The earliest sīra was that of the Imām al-Hādī ilā l-ḥaqq Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn 
(b. 245/859, d. 298/911), the founder of the Zaydī imamate in Yemen, com-
posed by his companion ʿAlī b. Muḥammad al-ʿAbbāsī al-ʿAlawī.2 Among the 
earliest biographies of an imām from the Caspian region was that of al-Nāsịr 
li-l-Ḥaqq al-Utṛūsh (d. 304/917), composed by Isfandiyār b. Mihrnūsh 
al-Naysabūrī (fl. presumably early 5th/11th century). This document is exclu-
sively known on the basis of the Imāmī scholar Ibn Ṭāwūs (b. 589/1193, d. 
664/1266).3 Among Ibn Mihrnūsh’s sources is Akhbār al-Nāsịr li-l-ḥaqq by a 
certain Abū l-Ḥusayn al-Zāhid al-Khatị̄b (he was not a Zaydī), one of Ibn 

1 For an overview of the genre, see Madelung, “al-Hamdānī’s description of Northern Yemen”; 
Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” pp. 312ff; al-Rabaʿī, Sīrat al-amīrayn al-jalīlayn 
al-sharīfayn, introduction, pp. 31-36.

2 The sīra was the principal source of van Arendonk’s De opkomst van het zaiditische imamaat 
in Yemen and has been edited as al-ʿAbbāsī al-ʿAlawī, Sīrat al-Hādī ila l-ḥaqq, ed. Suhayl Zakkār, 
Beirut 1392/1972.—On this document see also Madelung, “Land Ownership and Land Tax in 
Northern Yemen and Najrān,” pp. 189-207; GAS, pp. 346-47 # 9; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, 
pp. 82-3 # 1; al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 115 # 1828; al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 473.

3 Kitāb Siyar [or: Sīrat] al-Fātịmī alladhī malaka Ṭabaristān al-Ḥasan b. ʿAlī al-maʿrūf bi-l-
Nāsir li-l-ḥaqq; cf. Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, pp. 335-36 # 553.
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Mihrnūsh’s transmitters.4 The latter work is also mentioned in the Amālī of 
Abū Ṭālib al-Hārūnī.5 Ibn Bilāl quotes in his Tatimmat al-Masạ̄bīḥ (see below) 
from the Akhbār al-Nāsịr,6 and it is uncertain whether this title refers to Ibn 
Mihrnūsh’s sīra of al-Nāsịr li-l-Ḥaqq al-Utṛūsh or to Abū l-Ḥusayn’s Akhbār 
al-Nāsịr.7 The sīra of the Imām al-Nāsịr li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. Yaḥyā b. 
al-Ḥusayn (d. 322/934) by his active and prominent supporter ʿAbd Allāh b. 
ʿUmar al-Hamdānī is included in the Kitāb Akhbār al-Zaydiyya min ahl al-bayt 
ʿalayhim al-salām wa-shīʿatihim bi-l-Yaman of Musallam b. Muḥammad 
b. Jaʿfar al-Laḥjī (d. 545/1150 or 552/1157).8 Two biographies are attested for 
the Caspian Imām al-Muʾayyad bi-llāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn al-Hārūnī 
(b. 333/944, d. 411/1020), one composed by Abū Ṭālib al-Fārisī9 and the 
other from the pen of al-Murshad bi-llāh Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl 
al-Jurjānī al-Shajarī (b. 412/1021, d. 479/1086-7 or 499/1106).10 Other 
examples of this genre from Yemen were the sīra of the Imām al-Mansụ̄r 
bi-llāh al-Qāsim b. ʿAlī al-ʿIyānī (b. between 310/922 and 340/951, d. 
393/1003) by his secretary Abū ʿAbd Allāh al-Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad b. Yaʿqūb 
al-Hamdānī;11 the sīra of the son of al-Mansụ̄r al-ʿIyānī, al-Mahdī al-Ḥusayn, 
by an anonymous author;12 the sīra of al-Mansụ̄r al-ʿIyānī’s two grandsons, sons 
of his elder son Jaʿfar b. al-Qāsim al-ʿIyānī (d. 450/1059), al-Sharīf al-Fāḍil 
al-Qāsim (d. 468/1075) and Dhū l-Sharafayn Muḥammad (d. 477/1084), 
composed by the amīr’s secretary, qāḍī, khatị̄b and official poet Mufarriḥ 

 4 Cf. Ibn Ṭāwūs, Faraj al-mahmūm, Qum: Manshūrāt al-Riḍā, 1363/1984, p. 175.
 5 Cf. Qāḍī Jaʿfar, Taysīr al-matạ̄lib min [fī] Amālī Abī Ṭālib, p. 290.
 6 Ed. al-Wajīh, Amman 2002, p. 605.
 7 This is also the case with al-Muḥallī’s al-Ḥadāʾiq al-wardiyya, vol. 2, p. 79, where the author 

refers to an akhbār work relating to al-Utṛūsh (“wa-dhakara baʿḍu man sạnnafa akhbārahu”), 
with Abū Ṭālib’s Ifāda (p. 118) where the author quotes from the Akhbār al-Nāsịr, and with 
Bahāʾ al-Dīn Yūsuf b. Abī l-Ḥasan b. Abī l-Qāsim al-Daylamī al-Jīlānī’s biography of the Caspian 
Zaydi community and its imāms who also refers to a work entitled Siyar al-Nāsịr; cf. Madelung, 
Arabic Texts, p. 139.

 8 Madelung (ed.), The Sīra of Imām Aḥmad b. Yaḥyā Al-Nāsịr li-Dīn. For a description of the 
sīra, see also Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” pp. 315ff. Cf. also al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 473; 
al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, p. 606 # 619; Ansạ̄rī, “Tārīkh-i Musallam Laḥjī”.

 9 Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 108 # 1812. This work is lost.
10 Ed. Sạ̄liḥ ʿAbd Allāh Qurbān, Sạnʿāʾ 1424/2003; ed. Muḥammad Kāzịm Raḥmatī in 

Mīrāth-i Bahāristān (Majmūʿa-yi 13 risāla), Tehran 1388[/2009], pp. 305-88.
11 The text has been published as al-Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad b. Yaʿqūb, Sīrat al-Imām al-Mansụ̄r 

bi-llāh al-Qāsim b. ʿAlī al-ʿIyānī, Sạnʿāʾ 1996. Cf. also GAS, p. 347 # 10; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, 
Sources, pp. 83-4 # 3; al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 474; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 471-2 # 468. Cf. also 
W. Madelung, “Al-Mansụ̄r bi’llāh,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 6, pp. 435-36.

12 Cf. al-Rabaʿī, Sīrat al-amīrayn al-jalīlayn, introduction, pp. 36-7.

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:45:25AM
via Princeton University Library



168 H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 2 (2011) 165-222

b. Aḥmad al-Rabaʿī;13 the sīra of the Imām al-Mutawakkil ʿalā llāh Aḥmad 
b. Sulaymān b. Muḥammad b. al-Mutạhhar (b. 500/1106, d. 566/1170) by 
Sulaymān b. Yaḥyā al-Thaqafī (fl. 6th/12th century);14 the sīra of al-Mansụ̄r 
bi-llāh ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza (d. 614/1217) by his chief secretary Abū Firas 
b. Diʿtham, Fāḍil b. ʿAbbās b. ʿAlī b. Muḥammad b. Abī l-Qāsim;15 and the 
sīra of the Imām al-Mahdī Abū Ṭayr Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad 
(d. 656/1258) by Sharaf al-Dīn Yaḥyā b. al-Qāsim al-Ḥamzī (d. 677/1278-9), 
which is dealt with in some detail in the present article.

The biographies of the imāms continued to be a popular literary genre 
among later generations of Yemeni Zaydīs. Examples are the sīras of the Imām 
al-Mutawakkil ʿalā llāh al-Mutạhhar b. Yaḥyā al-Ḥasanī (d. 697/1297-8), of 
his son al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Muḥammad b. Mutạhhar (b. 660/1261-2, 
d. 729/1328-9) and of his grandson al-Wāthiq bi-llāh al-Mutạhhar 
b. Muḥammad (b. 702/1302-3, d. 793/1390-1 or 802/1400) by al-Nāsịr 
b. Aḥmad b. al-Mutạhhar b. Yaḥyā b. al-Murtaḍā b. al-Mutạhhar al-Ḥasanī 
(d. 802/1400);16 the sīras of the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh al-Qāsim 
b. Muḥammad b. ʿAlī (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620), the eponymous founder 
of the Qāsimī dynasty, by Aḥmad b. Muḥammad al-Sharafī (b. 982/1564, 
d. 1055/1646) and by al-Mutạhhar b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Jurmūzī 

13 The sīra, of which we only have a mukhtasạr as the original text is lost, was first analysed by 
Madelung, “The Sīrat al-Amīrayn al-Ajallayn al-Sharīfayn al-Fāḍilayn,” pp. 69-87. See also 
Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” pp. 312-13; al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 474. The document 
has been edited as Mufarriḥ b. Aḥmad al-Rabaʿī, Sīrat al-amīrayn al-jalīlayn al-sharīfayn 
al-fāḍilayn al-Qāsim wa-Muḥammad ibnay Jaʿfar b. al-Imām al-Qāsim b. ʿAlī al-ʿIyānī: Nasṣ ̣
tārīkhī Yamanī min al-qarn al-khāmis al-Hijrī, eds. Riḍwān al-Sayyid and ʿAbd al-Ghanī 
Maḥmūd ʿAbd al-ʿĀtị̄, Beirut 1413/1993.

14 Sulaymān b. Yaḥyā al-Thaqafī, Sīrat al-Imām Aḥmad b. Sulaymān, 532-566 H, al-Haram 
[Giza] 2002. Cf. also al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 110 # 1815. Cf. also al-Ḥibshī, Masādir, 
p. 476; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 471-2 # 468; Ayman Fuʿād Sayyid, Sources, p. 406 # 11; al-Ḥibshī, 
Muʾallafāt, pp. 31-35 # 9.

15 Volumes Two and Three of the sīra have been published as al-Sīra al-sharīfa al-Mansụ̄riyya: 
Sīrat al-Imām ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza, 593-614, taʾlīf Abī Firās b. Diʿtham, ed. ʿAbd al-Ghanī 
Maḥmūd ʿAbd al-ʿĀtị̄, Beirut 1414/1993. On the work, see also al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 479; 
al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, p. 749 # 811.—Another copy of Volume Two that was not consulted by the 
editor is preserved as MS Vatican ar. 1061; cf. Levi Della Vida, Elenco, vol. 1, p. 131. Hassan 
Ansari has identified a copy of Volume Four of the sīra that had so far been presumed lost; cf. 
“Nāme-hā-yi beh Gīlān”.

16 Sīrat al-Mutawakkil ʿalā llāh Mutạhhar b. Yaḥyā wa-awlādihi; cf. Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, 
Sources, p. 157 # 1; al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 488; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 1057-8 # 1139. A fragment 
of this sīra is preserved in the Ambrosiana library, # A 55/2, ff. 96a-106a; cf. Löfgren/Traini, 
Catalogue, p. 28 # 55. For al-Mutawakkil, al-Mahdī and al-Wāthiq, see al-Ḥibshī, Muʾallafāt, 
pp. 60-1 # 17; 64-67 # 19; 86-90 # 24.
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(d. 1076/1666) who gleaned most of his material from al-Sharafī’s biography;17 
the sīra of the latter’s two sons, the Imām al-Muʾayyad bi-llāh Muḥammad 
b. al-Qāsim (b. 990/1582, d. 1054/1644) by al-Jurmūzī,18 and the Imām al-
Mutawakkil ʿalā llāh Ismāʿīl b. al-Qāsim b. Muḥammad (b. ca. 1019/1610, 
d. 1079/1665-6), again by al-Jurmūzī;19 the sīras of the Imām al-Mansụ̄r 
bi-llāh Ḥamīd al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Yaḥyā (d. 1322/1904) by ʿAlī b. ʿAbd 
Allāh al-Iryānī (d. 1323/1905);20 the sīra of the Imām al-Mutawakkil Yaḥyā 
b. Muḥammad Ḥamīd al-Dīn (b. 1285/1869, d. 1367/1948) by ʿAbd al-Karīm 
b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbd Allāh Mutạhhar al-Sạnʿānī (d. 1366/1947-8).21

Sīras also constituted the primary sources for another related literary genre: 
collective biographical works that were exclusively dedicated to the lives of the 
imāms. These works often include materials from individual biographies that 
are otherwise lost. Prominent examples of this genre are al-Masạ̄bīḥ of Abū 

17 For al-Mansụ̄r al-Qāsim and the Qāsimī dynasty, see Klarić, Untersuchungen zur politischen 
Geschichte der qāsimidischen Dynastie. We thank Damaris Pottek for having brought this study to 
our attention. Cf. also J. R. Blackburn, “al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New 
Edition, vol. 6, pp. 436-7; Tritton, The rise of the Imams of Sanaa, which is based on a partial 
manuscript copy of al-Sharafī’s sīra preserved in Edinburgh. On al-Sharafī’s al-Laʾālī al-muḍiʾa fī 
aḥbār al-aʾimma al-zaydiyya see also Klarić, Untersuchungen zur politischen Geschichte der 
qāsimidischen Dynastie, pp. 36-37. A facsimile of a manuscript of al-Jurmūzī’s sīra, al-Durra 
al-muḍīʾa fī l-sīra al-qāsimiyya, has been published under its alternative title, Kitāb al-Nubdha 
al-mushīra ilā jumal min ʿuyūn al-sīra. Fī akhbār Mawlānā Amīr al-muʾminīn wa-Sayyid 
al-Muslimīn al-Mansụ̄r bi-Allāh rabb al-ʿālamīn al-Qāsim b. Muḥammad b. ʿAlī, Sạnʿāʾ 1982.

18 Entitled al-Jawhara al-muḍīʾa fī tārīkh al-khilāfa al-muʾayyadiyya and, alternatively, al-
Jawhara al-munīra min ʿuyūn akhbār al-sīra. An edition of the text is included in the study by 
al-Nūr, Bināʾ al-dawla al-qāsimiyya.

19 Al-Mutạhhar b. Muḥammad al-Jurmūzī, Tuḥfat al-asmāʾ wa-l-absạ̄r bi-mā fī l-sīra al-
Mutawakkiliyya min gharāʾib al-akhbār: Sīrat al-Imām al-Mutawakkil ʿalā Allāh Ismāʿīl b. 
al-Qāsim, 1019-1087 H 1-2, ed. ʿAbd al-Ḥakīm b. ʿAbd al-Majīd al-Hajarī, Sạnʿāʾ 1423/2002. 
Cf. also al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 109 # 1814; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 1035-6 # 1113; J. R. 
Blackburn, “Al-Mutawakkil ʿalā llāh,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 7, pp. 778-
79.—Cf. also al-Ghālibī, al-Imām al-Mutawakkil ʿalā Allāh, esp. pp. 201ff for al-Jurmūzī’s histo-
rical writings, including the Tuḥfa. On al-Jurmūzī’s three sīras, see also Klarić, Untersuchungen 
zur politischen Geschichte der qāsimidischen Dynastie, pp. 37ff.

20 This sīra has been published repeatedly: (i) ʿAlī b. ʿAbd Allāh al-Iryānī, Sīrat al-Imām 
Muḥammad b. Yaḥyā Ḥamīd al-Dīn, al-musammā bi-l-Durr al-manthūr fī sīrat al-Imām 
al-Mansụ̄r 1-2, ed. Muḥammad ʿĪsā Sạ̄liḥiyya, Amman[/Beirut] 1996; (ii) al-Mawqif al-yamanī 
min al-ḥukm al-ʻUthmānī al-thānī, maʿa taḥqīq makhtụ̄tạt al-Durr al-manthūr fī sīrat al-imām 
al-Mansụ̄r Muḥammad b. Yaḥyā b. Ḥamīd al-Dīn, ed. Amat al-Malik Ismāʿīl Qāsim al-Nūr, 
Damascus 2008.

21 ʿAbd al-Karīm b. Aḥmad Mutạhhar, Sīrat al-Imām Yaḥyā b. Muḥammad Ḥamīd al-Dīn, 
al-musammā Katībat al-ḥikma min sīrat Imām al-umma 1-2, ed. Muḥammad ʿĪsā Sạ̄liḥiyya, 
Amman 1998. Cf. also al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 557-58 # 562. On Yaḥyā b. Muḥammad, see also 
A. Rouad, “Yaḥyā b. Muḥammad,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 11, pp. 247-48 
(with further references).
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l-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. Ibrāhīm b. Ḥasan al-Ḥasanī (d. 352/963), as well as its 
continuation, Tatimmat al-Masạ̄bīḥ, by Aḥmad al-Ḥasanī’s student Abū 
l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. Bilāl al-Āmulī.22 The Masạ̄bīḥ also served as one of the main 
sources for the Kitāb al-Ifāda fī tārīkh al-aʾimma al-sāda by the Imām al-Nātịq 
bi-l-Ḥaqq Abū Ṭālib Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn al-Butḥ̣ānī (d. 424/1033).23 The next 
important work within this genre is al-Ḥadāʾiq al-wardiyya fī manāqib aʾimmat 
al-Zaydiyya of Ḥusām al-Dīn Abū ʿAbd Allāh Ḥumayd b. Aḥmad al-Muḥallī 
(b. 582/1186, d. 652/1254) who, in turn, made extensive use of al-Ḥasanī’s 
al-Masạ̄bīḥ and of al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq’s K. al-Ifāda. He also adds other valuable 
material that is otherwise lost.24 The sources also mention Sīrat (or: Siyar) 
al-aʾimma of the Zaydī scholar Bahāʾ al-Dīn Yūsuf b. Abī l-Ḥasan al-Daylamī 
al-Jīlānī.25 Also within this genre falls the latter’s epistle addressed to ʿImrān b. 
al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr al-ʿUdhrī al-Hamdānī (→ 18) who received this in 
607/1210-11. The document, which may perhaps be identical with his Sīrat 
(or: Siyar) al-aʾimma mainly contains information on the Caspian Zaydī 
imāms and the Zaydī community after Abū Ṭālib al-Nātịq until the time of 
Yūsuf ’s writing.26 Al-Muḥallī’s Ḥadāʾiq was later continued by Jamāl al-Dīn 
Muḥammad b. ʿAlī b. Yūnus al-Zaḥīf (or al-Zuḥḥayf ) al-Sạʿdī Ibn Fand with 
his al-Lawāḥiq al-nadiyya li-l-Ḥadāʾiq al-wardiyya, written in 916/1510, 

22 Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 246 # 675; vol. 3, p. 22 # 2899; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, 
Sources, p. 84 # 4; GALS, vol. 1, p. 556 # 1a. A partial edition of the two works is included in 
Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 53-75. Both works in their entirety have been published as Abū 
al-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. Ibrāhīm al-Ḥasanī, al-Masạ̄bīḥ fī l-sīra wa-l-tārīkh, ed. ʿAbd Allāh b. ʻAbd 
Allāh b. Aḥmad al-Ḥūthī, Amman 2002. On the author of the Masạ̄bīḥ, see also W. Madelung, 
“Ḥasanī, Abu ‘l-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. Ebrāhīm,” Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 12, p. 41. On Ibn Bilāl, 
see Ansạ̄rī, “Kitābī ḥadīthī”.

23 Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 140 # 361; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, pp. 91-2. A 
partial edition is included in Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 77-118; the complete text has been 
edited by Ibrāhīm b. Majd al-Dīn al-Muʾayyadī (Sạʿda 2001) and again by Muḥammad Kāzịm 
Raḥmatī (Tehran 2009). On the contents of the Ifāda, see also Ansạ̄rī, “Kitābī ardheshmand”.

24 Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 420 # 1231; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, pp. 127-28 
# 1; GAL, vol. 1, p. 397 # 9; GALS, vol. 1, p. 560 # 9. A facsimile of a manuscript of the work 
(transcribed by Aḥmad b. ʿAbd Allāh b. Aḥmad al-Sạʿdī, copy completed in Muḥarram 1357/
March 1938) has been published in Sạnʿāʾ 1982 [repr. Damascus 1405/19852]. A partial edition 
is included in Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 171-349. An edition of the work by al-Murtaḍā b. 
Zayd al-Maḥatẉarī Ḥasanī was published in Sạnʿāʾ 2002. A critical edition of Part Two of the 
work, containing the biography of the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh, with translation into English, 
is included in Abdulla al-Shamahi, AI-Imam al-Mansụ̄r ʿAbdullah b. Ḥamzah b. Sulayman 
(d. 614/1217). A biography by his disciple Al-Faqīh Ḥumayd b. Aḥmad al-Muḥallī (d. 652/1254) 
in his work al-Ḥadāʿiq al-Wardiyyah fī Manāqib Aʾimmah al-Zaydiyyah. A Critical Edition 1-2, 
Dissertation Glasgow 2003.

25 Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 106 # 1804. 
26 An edition is included in Madelung, Arabic Texts, pp. 135-61. See also our “Iranian 

Zaydism during the 7th/13th century”.
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which is also known as Maʾāthir al-abrār fī tafsị̄l mujmalāt jawāhir al-akhbār,27 
and by Aḥmad b. Muḥammad al-Sharafī (d. 1055/1645-6) in his al-Laʾālī 
al-muḍiyya fī akhbār aʾimmat al-zaydiyya.28 One of the most recent examples 
is al-Tuḥaf Sharḥ al-Zulaf, or al-Tuḥaf al-fātịmiyya ʿalā l-zulaf al-imāmiyya, by 
Majd al-Dīn b. Muḥammad b. al-Mansụ̄r al-Muʾayyadī (d. 1428/2007).29 

A third related genre are works containing biographies of sādāt and mem-
bers of the family of the Prophet (ahl al-bayt) who had been killed. This genre 
constitutes an amalgamation of the two genres introduced before and the 
maqtal literature.30 Prime examples of this genre are Akhbār Muḥammad b. 
Ibrāhīm wa-Abī l-Sarāyā of Abū l-Faḍl Nasṛ b. Muzāḥim (d. 212/827),31 ʿAlī 
b. Muḥammad al-Nawfalī’s (fl. second half of 3rd/7th century) Kitāb 
al-Akhbār,32 Aḥmad b. Sahl al-Rāzī’s (fl. end of 3th/9th century) Akhbār 
Fakhkh wa-khābar Yaḥyā b. ʿAbd Allāh,33 Abū l-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. ʿUbayd Allāh 
b. Muḥammad b. ʿ Ammār al-Thaqafī al-Kātib’s (d. ca. 314/926) al-Mubayyaḍa 
fī akhbār maqātil āl Abī Ṭālib,34 and Abū l-Faraj al-Isf̣ahānī’s (d. 356/967) 

27 Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 411 # 2675; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, p. 196 # 4. 
The work has been published as Muḥammad b. ʿ Alī Ibn Fand, Maʾāthir al-abrār fī tafsị̄l mujmalāt 
jawāhir al-akhbār, wa-yusammā al-Lawāḥiq al-nadiyya bi-l-ḥadāʾiq al-wardiyya: Sharḥ Bassāmat 
al-Sayyid Sạ̄rim al-Dīn al-Wazīr 1-3, eds. ʿAbd al-Salām ʿAbbās al-Wajīh and Khālid Qāsim 
Muḥammad al-Mutawakkil, Amman 2002.

28 Cf. GAL, vol. 1, p. 397 # 9i; GALS, vol. 1, p. 560 # 9.
29 Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 255 ## 707, 708. The work has been published 

repeatedly.
30 Cf. Günther, “Maqātil literature”; Modarressi, Tradition and survival, pp. 101 (Kitāb 

maqtal Amīr al-Muʾminīn of Jābir al-Juʿfī, d. 128/745-6), 102 (Kitāb maqtal al-Ḥusayn by the 
same author), 144 (Kitāb khurūj Muḥammad b. ʿAbd Allāh wa-maqtalihi and Kitāb khurūj Ṣāḥib 
Fakhkh wa-maqtalihi of Abū Muḥammad al-Jaʿfarī, fl. late 2nd/8th century), 230 (Maqtal Amīr 
al-muʾminīn of Ghiyāth b. Ibrāhīm); Günther, Quellenuntersuchungen, passim. For a list of sādāt 
who had been killed, see Ibn Funduq, Lubāb al-ansāb wa-l-alqāb wa-l-aʿqāb, ed. Mahdī Rajaʾī, 
Qum 1428/2007, vol. 1, pp. 395-431. On Abū Mikhnaf ’s (b. ca. 70/689, d. 157/775) Maqtal 
al-Ḥusayn, see Sezgin, Abū Miḫnaf.

31 Cf. Ansạ̄rī, “Dū nuskha-yi”.
32 The work has been reconstructed on the basis of later sources as Abū l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. 

Muḥammad b. Sulaymān al-Nawfalī, Kitāb al-akhbār, ed. and introd. Rasūl Jaʿfariyān, Qum 
1387[/2009 or 2010]. On al-Nawfalī, see also Günther, “al-Nawfalī’s Lost History”. Günther also 
discusses related Akhbār works.

33 For this work, see Jarrar, “Some Lights on an Early Zaydite Manuscript,” pp. 279-97. 
M. Jarrar has published an edition of the work as Akhbār Fakhkh wa-Khabar Yaḥyā b. ʿAbd Allāh, 
by Ahmad b. Sahl al-Rāzī (d. first quarter of the 4th/10th century). Beirut 1995. See also his “Arbaʿ 
rasāʾil Zaydiyya mubakkira,”, pp. 267-304. On the approximate dates of life of Aḥmad b. Sahl 
al-Rāzī, see Modarressi, Maktab, p. 262 n.

34 Cf. Ibn al-Nadīm, Fihrist, ed. Riḍā Tajaddud, p. 166; al-Khatị̄b al-Baghdādī, Tārīkh 
Baghdād, vol. 7, p. 4; Yāqūt, Muʿjam al-udabāʾ, vol. 1, pp. 364-67. On al-Thaqafī, see also Gün-
ther, “al-Nawfalī’s Lost History,” pp. 251 # 1, 252 n. 52 (specifically on his al-Mubayyaḍa) and 
passim.
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Maqātil al-Ṭālibiyyīn.35 These works, together with al-Ḥasanī’s Masạ̄bīḥ and 
al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq’s al-Ifāda constituted the main sources for the Ḥadāʾiq al-
wardiyya of al-Muḥallī.

II.

The sīra of the Imām al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Abū Ṭayr Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. 
Aḥmad b. al-Qāsim “sạ̄ḥib Dhībīn”36 (b. Dhū l-Qaʿda 612/February-March 
1216, d. Sạfar 656/February-March 1258) was composed by Sharaf al-Dīn 
Yaḥyā b. al-Qāsim b. Yaḥyā b. al-Qāsim b. Yaḥyā b. Ḥamza al-Ḥamzī 
(d. 677/1278-9),37 who recorded the events of al-Mahdī’s imamate up to the 
latter’s death in 656/1258. Sharaf al-Dīn began writing the document in Rabīʿ 
I 646/June-July 1248, as he explains in the khutḅa, which coincides with 
Aḥmad’s proclamation of his imamate in the fortress of Thulā in Sạfar 646/
May-June 1248. From the very beginning, Aḥmad’s reign was contested as a 
result of the conflict that had split the Zaydī community of Yemen following 
the death of the Imam al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza in 614/1217. 
While his proclamation was initially supported by the Banū Ḥamza, the 
descendants of al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh, and the Banū l-Hādī, the Rasūlids in the 
south of Yemen oscillated between toleration and opposition. From the point 
of view of genealogy, Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn was not connected either to the 
Banū Ḥamza, nor to the founder of the Zaydi imamate in Yemen, al-Hādī ilā 
l-ḥaqq, nor to Mansụ̄r bi-llāh al-Qāsim b. ʿAlī al-ʿIyānī (d. 393/1003),38 but 

35 On this work, see Günther, Quellenuntersuchungen; idem, “… nor have I learned it from any 
book of theirs”; idem, “Abū l-Faraj al-Isf̣ahānī,” Encyclopaedia of Islam. Three, 2007-3, pp. 51-55; 
idem, “al-Nawfalī’s Lost History”.

36 For Dhībīn, a settlement 20 km away from Raydat al-bawn, see al-Akwaʿ, Hijar al-ʿilm, 
vol. 2, p. 740; al-Ḥajarī, Muʿjam buldān al-Yaman, vol. 1, pp. 351-53.

37 This is the form of his name as given in the consulted manuscripts. On him, see GAL, 
vol. 1, p. 388 # 6; GALS, vol. 1, p. 551 # 6 (Brockelmann erroneously gives his name as Yaḥyā 
b. Abī l-Qāsim); Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, p. 129; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 1143-44 # 1206; Ibn 
Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 4, p. 505 # 1354; cf. also at the end of MS Ambrosiana C 178/1 
containing the text of the sīra, f. 126b for a lengthy note concerning his biography. According to 
Miswarī (Majmūʿ al-ijāzāt, MS held in an unknown library of Yemen, pp. 419-20. A copy of the 
MS is preserved in the private library of ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Shāyim (see below, n. 48)), Yaḥyā 
was also the author of al-Radd ʿalā l-Bātịniyya (alternatively known under the title Kashf al-asrār 
wa-hatk al-astār min maḥjūb al-Bātịniyya al-kuffār; cf. Ibn Fand, Maʾāthir al-abrār, vol. 2, 
p. 608), of al-Risāla al-hādima li-asās al-daʿwa al-zạ̄lima (a refutation of the opponents of the 
Imām al-Mahdī, specifically of al-Hasan b. Wahhās al-Ḥamzī; for a manuscript of the text in the 
Maktabat Āl al-Wazīr, cf. al-Ḥibshī, Fihris, p. 65; for the work, see also al-Akwaʿ, Hijar al-ʿilm, 
vol. 3, p. 1303) and of a Sharḥ qasị̄dat al-Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh.

38 On him, see above n. 11.
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only to the Imam al-Qāsim b. Ibrāhīm (d. 246/860),39 and he initially set out 
to heal the long-standing rift within the dynasty. The conflict between Abū 
Ṭayr and the Banū Ḥamza began in 647/1249. Things got worse when in 
651/1253 the Banū Ḥamza openly opposed him with support of the Rasūlids. 
While the Banū Ḥamza were supported in their opposition by Aḥmad b. 
al-Ḥusayn’s former teacher and initial supporter Aḥmad b. Muḥammad 
al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣al-Ḥafīd (d. 656/1258),40 Abū Ṭayr enjoyed in turn the support of 
two prominent Zaydī scholars, Ḥumayd b. Aḥmad b. Muḥammad al-Muḥallī 
(b. 582/1186, d. 652/1254) and ʿAbd Allāh b. Zayd al-ʿAnsī (b. 593/1196-97, 
d. 667/1269). Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn was eventually killed in 656/1258 during 
fights with his opponents. It has been this fierce opposition against the Imam 
al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh from virtually all factions within the Zaydī camp at one 
stage or another of his reign which is the background of the sīra by Sharaf 
al-Dīn Yaḥyā—this document clearly had the purpose to support his claim to 
the imamate and to refute his opponents’ arguments. This is evident from the 
description of its contents given by its author in the course of one of the earlier 
chapters of the work. There he states that he will describe the imam’s virtues in 
general and will then specifically discuss his noble descent, his birth and early 

39 His genealogy is usually given as follows: Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad b. al-Qāsim b. 
ʿAbd Allāh b. al-Qāsim b. Aḥmad b. Abī l-Barakāt Ismāʿīl b. Aḥmad b. al-Qāsim b. Muḥammad 
b. al-Qāsim [al-Rassī] b. Ibrāhīm Ṭabātạbā b. Ismāʿīl b. Ibrāhīm b. al-Ḥasan al-Muthannā 
b. al-Ḥasan al-sibt ̣ Ibn ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib.—On Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn, see al-Khazrajī, al-ʿIqd 
al-fākhir, vol. 1, pp. 270-79 # 74; idem, al-ʿUqūd al-luʾluʾliyya, vol. 1, pp. 76ff; Ibn al-Daybaʿ, 
Qurrat al-ʿuyūn, vol. 2, pp. 13-34; al-Shāmī, Tārīkh al-Yaman al-fikrī, vol. 3, pp. 182-229; 
Zabāra, Aʾimmat al-Yaman, vol. 1, pp. 152-76; Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. al-Qāsim, Ghāyat al-amānī, 
vol. 1, pp. 429-45; Ibn Fand, Maʾāthir al-abrār, vol. 2, pp. 867-86; al-Ḥibshī, Muʾallafāt 
pp. 50-51 # 13; al-Akwaʿ, Hijar al-ʿilm, vol. 2, pp. 741-44; GAL, vol. 1, p. 510 # 12; GALS, 
vol. 1, p. 702 # 12; R. Strothmann [, G.R. Smith, J.R. Blackburn], “al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh 
Aḥmad,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 5, p. 1240. See also the detailed account 
of his life given in the editor’s introduction to Majmūʿ rasāʾil al-Imām al-shahīd al-Mahdī Aḥmad 
b. al-Ḥusayn, ed. ʿAbd al-Karīm Aḥmad Jadbān, pp. 3-85. For ʿAbd Allāh b. Zayd al-ʿAnsī and 
the political and theological conflict between him and al-Rasṣạ̄s,̣ see our forthcoming mono-
graph Zaydī Muʿtazilism in 7th/13th century Yemen. For al-Muḥallī, see Schwarb, Handbook, 
# 373 (with further references).—Among the writings of Abū Ṭayr, special mention should be 
made of his Ḥalīfat al-Qurʾān fī nukat min aḥkām ahl al-zamān, al-Risāla al-zājira li-sạ̄liḥī al-
umma ʿan isāʾa al-zạnn bi-l-aʾimma, and Risālat jawāb ʿalā l-Shaykh ʿAtiyya al-Najrānī (→ 12), in 
which he justifies his claim to the imamate against his opponents. Editions of these tracts are 
included in his Majmūʿ rasāʾil al-Imām al-shahīd al-Mahdī, pp. 91-121, 125-40, 151-76. A 
manuscript codex entitled Majmūʿ rasāʾil wa-fatāwā al-Mahdī Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn (dated 
Jumādā II 688/June-July 1289), including his al-Mufīd al-jāmiʿ li-manzụ̄māt gharāʾib al-sharāʾiʿ, 
is preserved in the British Library (Or. 3811 = formerly Glaser # 98); see al-ʿAmrī, Masạ̄dir, 
pp. 169-71; Rieu, Supplement, pp. 221-22 # 346. 

40 Al-Ḥafīd had initially sent a letter to the Zaydīs of Gīlān and Daylamān supporting the 
imamate of al-Mahdī. The text is included in Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, pp. 421-30.
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youth, his formation, followed by descriptions of his piety, his worship of God 
and his ascetism, his noble-mindedness and his courage, his physical beauty, 
the quality of his judgment and his intelligence, his virtues in knowledge, in 
steadfastness and eloquence. This will be followed by descriptions of his good-
ness towards the people of his time, of his grace and his kindness and the 
blessings he bestowed. Thereupon, the author of the sīra continues, the events 
during his reign and his affairs will be discussed year after year.41

III.

The primary significance of the section of the sīra that is devoted to Aḥmad b. 
al-Ḥusayn’s formation, which is edited below, is that it provides a detailed 
picture of the intellectual scene in Yemen during the 7th/13th century and 
informs us about the characteristics of the formation of scholars during this 
period. Moreover, the document informs us about the works that were part of 
the massive transfer of knowledge from Iran to Yemen that began with the 
unification of the Caspian Zaydiyya and the Zaydīs in Yemen during the 
imamate of Abū Ṭālib al-akhīr (d. 520/1126) and gradually increased through-
out the 6th/12th century until the death of the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh in 
614/1217. 

As is typical in Muslim education, Aḥmad began at the age of five or shortly 
afterwards with the study of the Qurʾān (§ 2) which he mastered at the age of 
seven (§ 1). This coincided with the death of his father, after which he came 
under the tutelage of his paternal uncle, Sulaymān b. Aḥmad b. al-Qāsim 
(→ 31),42 who henceforth took care of his education (§ 1). Aḥmad stayed with 
his uncle during the following years, continuing his study of the Qurʾān, as 
well as some poetry, until he reached the age of twelve or shortly afterwards. 

41 Cf. MS Ambrosiana, C 178/1, f. 3b (additions from other manuscripts are given in square 
brackets):

  
                             

                                   
      

  
                     

                                 
                   [        ]    
             

 
            

     
                                  

.                            
   

42 The numbers given in brackets refer to the Appendix below.

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:45:25AM
via Princeton University Library



 H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 2 (2011) 165-222 175

His uncle then enrolled him in Madrasat Mislit (→ 116) in the region of the 
Banū Qays where a number of prominent scholars of the time resided: 
Ḥumayd b. Aḥmad al-Muḥallī (→ 17), ʿ Imrān b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr al-Shatạwī 
al-ʿUdhrī (→ 18), the latter’s brother Asʿad b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr (→ 11), 
al-Qāsim b. Aḥmad al-Shākirī (→ 26), Aḥmad b. ʿUzayw b. ʿAwāḍ al-Ḥimyarī 
(→ 8), Muḥammad b. ʿAlī b. Aḥmad b. Yaʿīsh al-Sạnʿānī (→ 22), al-Ḥasan b. 
al-Baqāʾ al-Tihāmī al-Qaysī (→ 15), Zayd b. Jaʿfar al-Bāqirī (→ 32), al-Ḥasan 
b. Aḥmad al-ʿAnsī (→ 14), and Saʿīd b. Ḥanzạla (→ 29). Among these, Aḥmad 
was particularly close to Aḥmad b. ʿUzayw with whom he studied some basic 
works of fiqh (§ 3). The next step of his formation took place at the same loca-
tion with al-Qāsim b. Aḥmad al-Shākirī (→ 26) as his main teacher (§ 4). 
Ahmad b. al-Ḥusayn is reported to have focussed on tawḥīd and to have stud-
ied various works of theology, all written by Yemeni scholars, viz. al-Khulāsạ 
al-nāfiʿa of Aḥmad al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣ (→ 64), al-Muʾaththirāt of al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣
(→ 71) and the Kitāb al-Īḍāḥ of Ḥumayd al-Muḥallī, a commentary on 
Aḥmad al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ Misḅāḥ al-ʿulūm (→ 50). Among these, al-Khulāsạ al-nāfiʿa 
and al-Īḍāḥ are summa-type works of theology, both certainly above the level 
of real beginner’s works, whereas al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ Muʾaththirāt is a more 
specialized treatise on causality. Next (§ 5), Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn is reported to 
have studied with his teacher al-Shākirī (→ 26) al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ brief theo-
logical summa al-Taḥsị̄l (→ 102). To make Aḥmad understand al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ text 
better, al-Shākirī explained its contents to him by using the commentary by 
al-Ḥusayn b. Musallam al-Tihāmī, al-Iklīl sharḥ maʿānī al-Taḥsị̄l (→ 53), 
al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ al-Tibyān, which was based on Ibn Sharwīn’s Yāqūtat al-īmān 
wa-wasītạt al-burhān (→ 110), and two comprehensive summae by earlier rep-
resentatives of the Bahshami branch of the Muʿtazila, namely ʿAbd al-Jabbār’s 
al-Muḥīt ̣bi-l-taklīf and one of the works of the latter’s student and successor 
as head of the Bahshamiyya, Abū Rashīd al-Nīsābūrī, al-Khilāfiyya, the first 
referring most likely to Ibn Mattawayh’s recension of ʿAbd al-Jabbār’s Muḥīt,̣ 
entitled al-Majmūʿ fī l-muḥīt ̣bi-l-taklīf (→ 74), and the second title referring 
most likely to Abū Rashīd’s Masāʾil al-khilāf baynanā wa-bayn al-mushabbiha 
wa-l-mujbira wa-l-khawārij wa-l-murjiʾa (→ 69) (§ 5). As was mentioned 
before, Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn’s exclusive teacher at this stage was al-Qāsim b. 
Aḥmad al-Shākirī (→ 26) (§ 5).

Aḥmad subsequently moved to Ḥūth (→ 115) where he enrolled in the 
Madrasa al-mansụ̄riyya, one of the most important madrasas at the time where 
some of the prominent scholars of his time taught: Aḥmad b. Muḥammad 
b. al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣ al-Ḥafīd (→ 5), Aḥmad b. Muḥammad al-Akwaʿ 
(“al-Shuʿla al-Akwaʿ ”) (→ 4), Aḥmad b. ʿAlī al-Ḍamīmī (→ 2), Muḥammad 
b. Yaḥyā al-Sạnʿānī (→ 23) and al-Faḍl b. Yaḥyā b. Jaʿfar b. Aḥmad b. Abī 
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Yaḥyā (→ 13) being the most important ones (§ 6). The focus of Aḥmad 
b. al-Ḥusayn’s training continued to be theology. In contrast to his earlier 
studies of theology, most of the works he studied at this stage were from the 
pen of ʿAbd al-Jabbār and the following generations of Muʿtazilites from Rayy 
and elsewhere in Iran. With Aḥmad al-Rasṣạ̄s,̣ he studied the Sharḥ al-usụ̄l 
al-khamsa and the Muḥīt ̣of ʿAbd al-Jabbār, presumably in the recensions of 
Mānakdīm (Taʿlīq Sharḥ al-usụ̄l al-khamsa) (→ 92) and Ibn Mattawayh 
(al-Majmūʿ fī l-muḥīt ̣bi-l-taklīf) (→ 74), and on natural philosophy the Tad-
hkira fī aḥkām al-jawāhir wa-l-aʿrāḍ of Ibn Mattawayh (→ 98) and al-Ḥasan 
al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ al-Kayfiyya fī l-sịfāt wa-l-aḥkām (→ 61). He then studied Ibn 
al-Malāḥimī’s K. al-Muʿtamad fi usụ̄l al-dīn (→ 80) and his shorter K. al-Fāʾiq 
fi usụ̄l al-dīn (→ 45), both reflecting the doctrinal views of Abū l-Ḥusayn 
al-Basṛī, followed by Abū Rashīd al-Nīsābūrī’s “al-Khilāfiyya” (→ 69), and 
al-Khilāfiyya bayna l-Baghdādhiyyīn wa-l-Basṛiyyīn (→ 70), and by two works 
by ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn b. Muḥammad Siyāh [Shāh] Sarījān [Sarbījān], viz. his 
commentary on al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq’s al-Diʿāma, al-Muḥīt ̣ (→ 75), and a 
“Sharḥ al-Usụ̄l al-kabīr”, possibly a supercommentary on Ibn Khallād’s Kitāb 
al-Usụ̄l (→ 91). At this stage Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn also studied the Iḥātạ of 
al-Muwaffaq bi-llāh Abū ʿAbd Allāh al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl al-Shajarī al-Jurjānī 
(d. after 420/1029) (→ 52) as well as a “Kitāb al-Sayyid Abī Ṭālib fī l-latị̄f ” 
(→ 66). It is unclear which work by the Imām al-Nātịq bi-l-Ḥaqq Abū Ṭālib 
is intended. Among the kalām works by Yemeni authors that he studied at this 
stage of his formation were an anonymous commentary on al-Ḥusayn b. Mus-
allam al-Tihāmī’s al-Iklīl (→ 53) and al-Ḥumayd al-Muḥallī’s al-Kawākib al-
durriyya (→ 60) (§ 6). While still continuing his formation in theology, he 
proceeded to study with al-Shuʿla al-Akwaʿ (→ 4) ḥadīth and siyar, among 
other works the K. Usụ̄l al-aḥkām fī l-halāl wa-l-ḥarām by the Imām al-
Mutawakkil ʿalā llāh Aḥmad b. Sulaymān (→ 112), the Amālī of the Imām 
Aḥmad b. ʿĪsā (d. 247/861) (→ 36) and the sīra of the Prophet Muḥammad by 
Ibn Hishām (→ 94). The latter work, it is stated, he had already studied before 
with ʿImrān b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr (→ 18). Most other works included in this 
section are composed by Caspian Zaydīs, viz. Tartīb al-amālī al-khamīsiyya, a 
recension of the Amālī of al-Murshad bi-llāh Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl 
al-Shajarī (→ 40, 108), his al-Amālī al-ithnayniyya (or: al-Anwār) (→ 39), the 
K. al-Iʿtibār wa-salwat al-ʿārifīn by al-Muwaffaq bi-llāh (→ 54), the Taysīr 
al-matạ̄lib min (or: fī) Amālī Abī Ṭālib in the recension of Shams al-Dīn Qāḍī 
Jaʿfar b. Aḥmad al-Sạnʿānī (d. 573/1177-78) (→ 109), the Amālī of Abū Saʿd 
Ismāʿīl al-Sammān al-Rāzī (d. 445/1053-4) (→ 37), as well as the Kitāb 
al-Riyāḍ of al-Hamdūnī (→ 87). Included in this section are also some Imāmī 
ḥadīth works that were popular among the Zaydīs, such as Nahj al-balāgha of 
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al-Sharīf al-Raḍī (d. 406/1015) (→ 84), a commentary on the latter work by 
al-Sayyid Sạdr al-Dīn al-Sarakhsị̄, Aʿlām nahj al-balāgha (→ 35) and al-ʿUmda 
of Ibn Bitṛīq (→ 111). The oddity within this section is “al-Musṭạsfā li-l-
Shāfiʿiyya”, which would seem to refer to Abū Ḥāmid al-Ghazālī’s 
(d. 505/1111) al-Musṭạsfā min ʿilm al-usụ̄l, which, as the title indicates, was a 
work on legal methodology (→ 78). It is possible that the reading of the dif-
ferent manuscripts should be emended rather into al-Shifāʾ fī aḥwāl al-Musṭạfā 
of Qāḍī ʿIyāḍ (d. 544/1149) (→ 93) (§ 7). For his study of legal methodology 
(§§ 8-9), the following titles are mentioned in particular: among the works by 
Yemeni scholars he studied al-Ḥāsịr fī usụ̄l al-fiqh by his teacher Aḥmad b. 
al-ʿUzayw al-Ḥimyarī (→ 48) which was based on Abū l-Ḥusayn al-Basṛī’s 
al-Muʿtamad fī usụ̄l al-fiqh, Sạfwat al-ikhtiyār by the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh 
ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza (→ 88) and al-Fāʾiq by al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣(→ 46). This 
was followed by three additional comprehensive works on usụ̄l al-fiqh by 
earlier scholars: the K. al-Muʿtamad of Abū l-Ḥusayn al-Basṛī (→ 81), the 
K. al-Tajrīd of Ibn al-Malāḥimī (→ 103) and the K. al-Mujzī of the Imām 
al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq (→ 76) (§ 8). The author of the sīra adds that Aḥmad also 
studied “al-Muʿtamad” of qāḍī l-quḍāt on legal methodology. ʿAbd al-Jabbār is 
not known to have written a work with this title. It may be a mistake for Kitāb 
al-ʿUmad or Sharḥ al-ʿUmad although there is no other source known so far 
confirming that the latter work(s) had reached Yemen (→ 79) (§ 9). It is only 
when he had reached the age of twenty-four that Aḥmad turned to fiqh,43 his 
main teachers now being Muḥammad b. Abī al-Saʿādāt (→ 20) and ʿAlī b. 
al-Ḥusayn al-amīr (→ 9). The titles mentioned in this section indicate that he 
studied all three major categories of Zaydī law: (i) fiqh al-Hādī, represented by 
al-Aḥkām by al-Hādī ilā l-ḥaqq (→ 34), al-Taḥrīr of Abū Ṭālib al-Hārūnī 
(→ 101) together the commentary by Qāḍī Zayd b. Muḥammad al-Kalārī 
(→ 55), al-Wāfī by ʿAlī b. Bilāl al-Āmulī (→ 113), Shams al-sharīʿa of Sulaymān 
b. Nāsịr (→ 89), an unidentified work by ʿAlī b. Sulaymān (→ 67), and the 
works of Jamāl al-Dīn ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn (→ 9), as well as the writings of 
al-Qāsim b. Ibrāhīm and his descendants that were the basis for al-madhhab 
al-hādawī; (ii) fiqh Nāsịr al-Utṛūsh, represented by al-Ibāna by Abū Jaʿfar 
al-Hawsamī together with his autocommentary (→ 49), as well as his al-Kāfī 
(→ 58), and (iii) the legal doctrines of Abū Ḥusayn al-Hārūnī al-Muʾayyad 
bi-llāh, known as fiqh al-Muʾayyidī, represented by the Taʿlīq by al-Muʾayyad 
bi-llāh (→ 105), the Taʿlīq of Abū Muḍar (→ 41), and Majmūʿ ʿAlī Khalīl 

43 This disagrees with the established curriculum of the madrasa in contemporary Baghdad 
where fiqh was studied before other disciplines such as theology and legal methodology; cf. Mak-
disi, The rise of colleges.
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(→ 68). In addition, he studied the fatāwā of al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh, such as his 
al-Muhadhdhab (→ 72) and his rasāʾil (→ 86) (§ 10). During the last stage of 
his formation between the years 637 through 646, i.e. when he was between 
twenty-five and thirty-four years old, Aḥmad continued his legal studies, 
including Shāfiʿite law, and otherwise focussed on the various Qurʾānic sci-
ences. In addition to the exegetical works of al-Ḥākim al-Jishumī (→ 100) 
and Tafsīr al-Bulgha of al-Ṭūsī (→ 42) he studied the works of ʿAbd al-Jabbār 
al-Hamadhānī (→ 83) and the little known al-Turaythīthī (→ 82) on the 
mutashābihāt. He also studied a number of unidentified Zaydī tafsīr works 
(tafāsīr ahl al-bayt ʿalayhim al-salām). His main teachers in this discipline was 
Aḥmad b. Ḥanash (→  3) (§ 11). The last year of this stage of his formation, 
646/1248, coincides with Aḥmad’s proclaiming himself imām. The section 
continues with additional paragraphs detailing his formation in the fields of 
naḥw and lugha (§ 12), as well as additions to his study of ḥadīth and Qurʾānic 
sciences (§ 13) and fiqh (§§ 14-15). It is likely that the author of the sīra added 
these disciplines and works that Aḥmad had in fact studied at earlier stages of 
his formation. The chapter ends with an extended section listing the sīra works 
relating to the earlier imāms (§§ 16, 17). The purpose of this last section seems 
to be primarily apologetic as it is unlikely that this genre was part of formal 
education. This is also the case with the closing sentence where again his qual-
ifications for the imamate are stressed.

IV.

The following critical edition of the chapter of the sīra of the Imām al-Mahdī 
li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn, composed by Sharaf al-Dīn Yaḥyā b. 
al-Qāsim b. Ḥamza al-Ḥamzī, that is devoted to the imām’s formation is based 
on the following manuscripts of the sīra:

(
)  MS Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin ms. or. fol. 1303 [acc. 11272].44 Copied 

partly by ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥusayn b. Ḥasan b. Sạ̄liḥ in 1097/1686 and by 
ʿAbd al-Latị̄f b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al-Malik b. al-Wajīh in ca. 1151/1738. 

44 Cf. Ahlwardt, Verzeichniss der arabischen Handschriften, vol. 9, pp. 249-50 # 9741. See also 
GAL, vol. 1, p. 388 # 6; GALS, vol. 1, p. 551 # 6; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, p. 129 # 16; 
al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 481. The manuscript is part of the “first” Glaser collection (comprising 23 
manuscripts) that Eduard Glaser had collected during his first trip to Yemen (1882-84) and 
subsequently sold to the Königliche Bibliothek zu Berlin (nowadays Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin). 
Cf. Ahlwardt, Kurzes Verzeichniss, p. 44 # 248. On the history of the Glaser collection, see our 
“Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd al-Jabbār,” passim.
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The text of the sīra is incompletely preserved and the leafs are in disorder. 
The correct sequence of the text is as follows: 1-12 [6ff ], 241-246 [3ff ], 
31-100 [46ff ], [lacuna], 101-238 [67ff ], [lacuna], 247-248 [1f ], 13-30 
[9ff ], 249-292 [22ff ], 239-240 [1f ]; 293-298 [3ff ]. The relevant section 
is to be found on pp. 7:24-11:4 of the manuscript.

( )  MS Ambrosiana C 178/1, ff. 2b-126, copied by ʿAbd al-Rabb b. 
Muḥammad b. Qāsim b. Aḥmad.45 The relevant section is to be found on 
ff. 4b-6a.

( )  MS held in an unknown private library in Yemen [a copy of the manu-
script is held in the Dār al-makhtụ̄tạ̄t, Sạnʿāʾ. No shelfmark is given on 
the biographical sheet added to the manuscript on the microfilm, and the 
manuscript is not included in any of the published catalogues of the 
library], 185 ff., copy completed on 29 Shaʿbān 1098/10 July 1687. 
The relevant section is to be found on ff. 4b:30-6b:10.

()  MS held in an unknown private library in Yemen [a digital copy was 
provided to us by the Imam Zayd b. ʿAlī Cultural Foundation], copy 
completed on Friday, 14 Shaʿbān 1310/3 March 1893. The relevant sec-
tion is to be found on ff. 4b:29-7b:11.

The following manuscripts of the sīra were not available to us:

–  MS al-Jāmiʿ al-kabīr (“al-Gharbiyya”), tārīkh 116 [or 2571], undated man-
uscript (169 ff ).46

–  MS al-Jāmiʿ al-kabīr, 210 ff; copied in 1066/1655-56. The manuscript, 
which is not included in any of the published catalogues of the Jāmiʿ al-kabīr 
of Sạnʿāʾ, has been microfilmed by the Egyptian scientific mission [micro-
film # 2163, Dār al-kutub in Cairo].47

An extract of the sīra containing the section on the Imām’s curriculum of stud-
ies is included in Aḥmad b. Saʿd al-Dīn b. al-Ḥusayn al-Miswarī’s (b. 
1007/1598, d. 1079/1668) (→ 7) Majmūʿ al-ijāzāt (also known as Ijāzāt 
al-Miswarī) that was available to us in the following manuscripts copies:

45 Cf. Löfgren/Traini, Catalogue, p. 214 # 434. See also GAL, vol. 1, p. 388 # 6; GALS, vol. 1, 
p. 551 # 6; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, p. 129 # 16; al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 481.

46 The manuscript is described in the two catalogues of the library, each of them indicating a 
different shelfmark: ʿĪsawī/al-Malīḥ, Fihris, p. 675 (tārīkh 116); ʿĪsawī [et al.], Fihris, vol. 2, 
p. 1495 (# 2571). See also al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir, p. 481 where a manuscript in the “Jāmiʿ Sạnʿāʾ 
Gharbiyya” is mentioned without indication of shelfmark or any other information.

47 Cf. Qāʾima bi-l-makhtụ̄tạ̄t al-ʿarabiyya, p. 23 # 216. Cf. also Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, 
p. 129 # 16.
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()  MS held in an unknown library of Yemen. A copy of the MS is preserved 
in the private library of ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Shāyim.48 The relevant section 
is to be found on pp. 421-33.

()  MS held in an unknown private library in Yemen [a digital copy was pro-
vided to us by the Imam Zayd b. ʿAlī Cultural Foundation]. The relevant 
section is to be found on pp. 356-62.

49        
                   ‹5 › ،51 

 50  
      1 

 .          53         52          
  (31 ←)                 56    55   54 
             

 58               ‹ 4  › 57    
             .   59             
          ،                     

.          61 ،       
  ،   60    

     ، 63  
      62            2 

               ،      64      
.65          

   
  

 
   69   68


  ،67  66              3 


        70    

         ،      
(116 ←) 72          ‹8

›         ، 71   
 ،       

           ،         73    

48 Cf. al-Wajīh, Masạ̄dir, vol. 2, pp. 127-28 # 178.

   52 .  ،- : 
 ...   51 .  ،  :  50 . ،- :    49

 : ...      54 . ، + :   53 .  ،       : ...  
    57 .  ،     :      56 .  ،- :  55 .  ، 
 :  60 .  ،  :  59 . ،  :  58 .  ،      ؛ ،- : 
 :    64 . ،  :   63 .  ،- :  62 . ، : 61 . ،
 :     67 .  ،  :   66 . ، : 65 .   ،    
   ،-  :  70 .  ،   : 69 .        ،   :

  68 .    ، 
 .  ،- :  73 . ،  :  72 . ،   :   71 .
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           76     75    ،74          
             78           77    
←) 80           

      79           
،(117 ←) 

      82             ،81     (17 
  86           85      84    83          
                   ،(18 ←) 87      
               88           ،(11 ←)   

     89                                 ،(26  ←) 
    92      91                 ،(8 ←) 90    

                 ،(22 ←) 94       93  
    ،(32 ←)                   ،(15 ←)       

←)     96        ،(14 ←) 95                   97     .                       ،(29 


    (8 ←) 100     ‹ 5›      99      98  
    103   102         101               

.            
107   ،     106  105  

       104   
    4 

     
         ،108               ،      

    ،   :  77 . ،- :  76 .  ،  :  75 .  ،- :    74

 ،     
        ؛     ،     

         +  :      78 .
    81 .   ،- :    ...      80 . ،     :     79 . 

         84 .  ،- :     83 .  ،- : 82 .    ،    : 
 :  87 .  ،- :      86 .  ،- :   85 .  ،      :   
 ،   ؛ ،   ؛  ،  ؛ ،   :  89 .  ،   :   88 .  ،    +
 ،        ؛    ،-  :          91 .   ،     :    90 .  ،   ؛ 
   ،-  :    94 .      ،-  :    93 .   ،-  :       92 . 
   ،        :       96 .   ،-  :    ...            95 .
 ،   +  :  99 .   ‚    +  :  98 .   ،    :   97 .
 : 102 .  ،   :   101 . ،  ؛ ،   ؛  ،   ؛ ،  :  100 .
 ،    +  :  

 105 .      ،   :   104 .  ،-  :   103 .    ،-
. ،   :  108 .  ،- :  107 .  ،- :  106 . 
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109              ،(26 ←)               
112  (64 ←)       111     .       ،110   
،(71 ←)                         ،  
  113                    ،        ‹5 › 
115   ،   114          .(50 ←)        

.  117    116   
       119           118       5

            
  ،                 ،(102  ←)   

      ،(74 ←)                120   ‹5 › 
  ،  (53  ←)         

  122                   121  
127   ،(110 ←)    126        125  124      123  
    130    ،    129  128 (69 ←)    

   
     132            (26 ←) 131      
136

   ،      135    134     133   ، 
         

 ،         ،  
    

      ،140   
      139     ،138   137  

    
 142                 141   

 ،- :    111  .  ،      ،    :       110 ، : 109

 ،    ؛         ،        :       113 .     ،   :  112 . 
 ،        :   116 .  ،    :   115 .  ،  : 114 . 
 + :    119 .  ،       + :   118 .   ،   :  117 .
       ،    :   122 .     ،-  :  121 .   ،-  :   120 .  ،
   +  :   126 .   ،   :  125 .  ،     :    124 .   ،   :  123 .
   130 .        ،   :  129 .  ،  : 128 .   ،-  :  127 .   ،
   (  ) +   :     132 .   ،- :    131 .  ،- : 
    :    135 .  ،    :    134 . ،   :   133 .  ،  
 ،    + ؛    ،   :  138 .   ،    :  137 .   ، 

  : 136 .
 ، ؛            :     

   . . .     140 .  ،-  :    139 .
.  ،  :  142 .   ،  :  141 .
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           ،                           
.     

              ،(115  ←)                    6 
   143                  

        
          144               ،(5 ←) 
               ،(2  ←)  145                   ،(4  ←) 

148       ‹6›    147           ،(23 ←)    146  
150                     ،(13  ←)    149 

            
            ،   152  151     
  ،(92 ←)                  (5 ←) 
،(98 ←)          153   ‹9

›   ، (74 ←) 
  ،              ، 

      154   
    155       ،(61 ←)             
              ،         156                   

160    159    158
  .157 (45 ←)     ،(80 ←)   

(69 ←)         
    ،(91 ←)         

163       162   161    [ ]   ،     
         (53 ←)    

      (75 ←) 
165

  ،(52 ←)         ،       164    (60 ←) 

 ،      :      145 .  ،-  :      144 .   ،-  :     143

        ،-  :     148 .     ،     :    147 .   ،   :  146 . 
 ،-  :  152 .   ،  : 151 .  ،   :  150 .     ،-  : 

 149 .
 ،       :     155 .  ، : 154 .  ،- :  153 .
 ،   ؛     ،  :   158 .  ،-  : 157 .   ،   :  156 .  
 ،          (  )  +  :       160 .   ،  ؛   ،-  :  159 . 
 ،        ؛       ،      :        161 . 
              

    163 . ،- :   162 .
 :   164 .  ،       :             

.  ،- : 165 .  ،      ؛  ،    
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167               166
    ،(66  ←)          

       
.(70 ←)  

                  168       7 
       ،                         

173           ،172   171   170    
    ،      169   

(4 ←)                       174 
     175                          ،        

    177     ،        ،(112 ←) 176       
       ،(36 ←) 178           .      
  180               ،(94 ←) 179

       
  (108 ،40 ←)    ‹ 5 ›     ،(18 ←) 182   181    

،(39  ←)          ،(87  ←)         ،(54  ←)        183   ،(78 ←)         ،(37 ←)    184 
    

(84 ←)          ،(109 ←)   
           

              ،   185        (35 ←)    
                       .(111 ←) 
    (21 ←)               (1 ←) 186    

.189          188      ،     187 

   169 . ،- :   168 . ،        :        167 . ،  ؛  ،  : 166 
 :   172 .  ،   :  171 .   ،   :   170 .    ،      : 
         ،  : 174 .  ،      : ؛     ،   :   173 .  ،  
  ، + :     177 .  ،     :      176 .  ،- :    175 .
        :            179 .  ،     + : 178 .
 ،    :   181 .    ،        :        180 .   ،   
 ،     +  :  ؛    ،   :     183 .   ،      +  :  182 . 
   ،-  :     186 .  ،   :   185 .       ،  : 184 . 
 :  189 .  ،    :  188 .  ،-  :        ...         187 .

. ،
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 191             190 
 ،       8 

194     (48 ←)    193     192              
    196       

     ‹ 6› 195  
←)          198    ‹ 5 › 197      ،(81 ←) 
          199 (46 ←)            (88 
     201

  ،   200        (81 ←)       ،   
.     (76 ←)       

    (103 ←)     
          ،(79 ←)           :202     9 
        ،     

     ،
  203 

     
205          

                    204          
:               

        206
  

207      
    

    
 ،                    10 

       208      (101 ←)       
     

←)        
                               

   211      ،    210    209 
   ،(20 

 214
 .213      

      212         : ،  

       :               192 .   ،    :   191 .    ،
  :

 190

 :        ؛   ،- :  194 . ،  ؛   ،   :  193 .  ،  
 .    ،-  :    196 .   ،   :  195 .   ،-  :       ؛     ،-
 : 200 . ، : 199 .  ،    + :  198 .  ،- :    197

  204 .  ،  :   203 .   ،- :     202 .  ،- : 201 . ، 
 ،     

     ؛  ،- :     ... 
    ؛    ،    :  

 :   206 .  ،  :   205 .  ،- :               
 ،1994/1414   ، 

    
 ،  

    ؛ ،   :   207 . ، 
 ، :؛    210 .  ، ؛   ،- : 209 . ، : 208 .148 
    + :  213 . ، :  212 . ،  ؛  ،  :   211 . ،-

.   ،  : 214 .  ،    
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218
  .217         216     215

        
(89  ←)  219                                
   (55 ←)       223  222  221

 220  ،   
        (41 ←)   

   ،(105 ←)      
،  (49 ←)          ،     225   224    
    ،(113 ←)          ،(58 ←)         

   ،226     (68 ←)     ‹10
› ،(67 ←)     

            
  ،         (65  ←)  228   227       

       ،(86 ←) 230          ،(72 ←) 229    
234          233         ،(34  ←)  232     231     
  ،            ،(25 ←)        

 (28 ←) 
        ‹6 ›                 
  (85 ←)     236      

 ،(9 ←) 235          
  239

      :         ‹7› . 238  237 
    241          

  ،      240   
.        242     

  ...  217 .   ، ؛  ،   : 216 .  ،  :
 215

 : 218 .  ،  :  ؛   ،    :     ؛  ،- : 
 ،-  :       220 .   ،         :  219 .   ،      +
 :  222 .   ،    : ؛   ،       ؛   ،     

  :    221 . 
    + :   225 . ،  + : 224 . ،   :  223 .   ،  
  ،- :     226 . ،                     
   ،     +  :  228 .   ،       :       227 .
 :   231 . ،  :   230 . ،    ،؛   :    229 .
 ،-  :     ...      ؛   ،    +  :    232 .   ،    +
       :      235 .  ،-  :     234 .    ،    :  233 .
    

 :   237 . ،- :   236 .  ،    ؛ ،    
 ،   :  240 .  ،  :  239 .   ، : 238 .  ،   
      

               ؛   ،  : 241 .  
.  ،  :    242 .  ،(؟)   :    
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                     243       11 
         245 ،   

  244 
       

     ،(3 ←)        (100 ←)       
      ،     

   247      246       ،  
             248               
  .(42  ←)           ،             249        
←)              ،(82  ←)  252              251   250

 
      256

 ،255 254             253
 .(83 

←)    257                     
            ،            258   ،          

  (59 
       260  (17 ←) 259               

.
   ،(77 ←)         261   

 .       12 
 ،(73 ←)      ،(99 ←) 262              
      (90 ←)      ،(57 ←)             
(24 ←)    264  263            .        
←)          .(15 ←)         266    265      
               (33 ←)             (44 
  ،(114 ←)              ،(30 ←) 267      
268            ،                 

.270   
          269              

 :   246 .  ،- : 245 .  ،- : 244 .   ،- :    243

   ،-  :  249 .   ،   :  248 .    ،  :   247 .   ،
 : 253 .  ،   ؛  ،   :   252 . ،- :  251 . ،- : 250 .
   ،- : 255 .      :          254 .  ،      ؛     ،  
  ،- :   259 . ،(؟)   :  258 .  ،- :   257 .  ، : 256 .
 ،-  : 263 .  ،   :  262 .  ،    :   261 .   ،   +  :  260 .
  ،   :   267 . ،- :  266 . ،    :   265 . ،- :  264 . 
  270 .  ،     ؛  ،- :      269 . ،   :   268 .

.  ،- :   

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    ،         (47 ←) 271 
    13 

.               272     ‹6 ›    
.(6 ←)   274    273              14

(10 ←) 277   276    275                 15 
.           279 278    ، 

،(94 ←) 281

       280    
 ،        16 

،283    (107  ←)              (43  ←)  282       
،(28  ،25←)      286  

              285     284 
  ،(27  ←)  288        (96  ،27←)          287      
  ،(97 ←)           ،(95 ←)            

.   290   289
       ‹ 7›       292            291              

   17 
        ،                ‹ 6 ›      
،293      

                         ،       
.    

      ،   296


  295         294   
       ،299      

  298   297               
            ،302           301       300        

 ،    +  :  273 .   ،    :      272 .    ،   : 271

 : 278 . ،   :   277 . ،- :  276 . ،- :  275 . ،  : 274 .
   ،-  : 281 .      ،    :    280 .  ،  : 279 .   ،  
 ،  :    283 .   ،          (  )  +  :    282 . 
 :  

   286  .   ،    +  :    285 .         ،   : 284 . 
 :

     289 .     ،- :   288 .   ،- :    287 .   ،  


   ،- :    291 .    ،  :   290 .  ،       ؛   ،
   

 ،  :                             ؛     ،  :     292 .
 :   295 .   ،    :   294 .         ،      :      

 293 . 
     ،   :  298 .   ،  : 297 .   ،   : 

  296 .  ،  
   ،  ؛       ،  :  301 .  ،     :   300 .    ،  : 299 .

. ،         :         302 .
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        ‹11
›                        

         305    
    304      .303 

307        306        
      (12 ←)     

     ،310     309             
 ،308      

.   312        311                   

   ،-  :   306 .    ،-  : 305 .    ،-  : 304 .   ،-  :   303 
 ،     :      309 .  ،

   + :   308 . ،- :     307 .
 :  312 .  ،   + :    311 .  ،- :     ؛   ،   :   310 .

.  ،       ،؛  
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Appendix

Persons

1  Al-Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza b. Sulaymān (b. 
561/1166, d. 614/1217); cf. GAL, vol. 1, pp. 403-4 # 9; E. van Donzel, 
“al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 6, pp. 
433-34. See also above, p. 168.

2  Aḥmad b. ʿAlī al-Ḍamīmī, one of the prominent scholars who taught at 
the Madrasa al-mansụ̄riyya in Ḥūth (→ 115) during the lifetime of the 
Imam al-Mahdī. Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, pp. 366-67 # 
156; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 174-75 # 75.

3  Aḥmad b. Ḥanash al-Kindī al-Shihābī (d. ca. 670/1271-2), one of the 
teachers of the Imam al-Mahdī. Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, 
p. 297 # 113; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, p. 119-20 
# 45.

4  Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. al-Qāsim al-Akwaʿ, al-maʿrūf bi-Shuʿla al-Akwaʿ 
(d. ca. 640/1242-3); see Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, pp. 454-55 
# 224; al-Akwaʿ, Hijar al-ʿilm, vol. 496 # 7; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya 
al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 194-96 # 90. For an ijāza issued by Shuʿla al-Akwaʿ in 
Rajab 637/February 1240 for Mansụ̄r b. Masʿūd b. ʿAbbās b. Abī ʿAmr 
[not: ʿUmra] and Sulaymān b. Shurayḥ who had studied Nahj al-balāgha 
with him that is preserved in the Maktabat ʿAbd al-Raḥmān Shāyim in 
Sạʿda, see Ansạ̄rī, “Nahj al-balāgha dar miyān-i Zaydiyya”. A copy of this 
ijāza is preserved in MS Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Munich Cod. Arab. 
1252, ff. 160b-161a; see Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, p. 374 # 193. 
Moreover, MS Munich Cod. Arab. 1266/4, containing Muḥammad b. 
Salāma al-Quḍāʿī’s Kitāb al-Shihāb mushtamil ʿalā jawāmiʿ al-kalim 
wa-maḥāsin al-ādāb min kalām Sayyid al-mursalīn (= Kitāb Shihāb 
al-akhbār), has in its beginning an isnād linking Shuʿla to the following 
earlier scholars: Shuʿla ← Muḥyī al-Dīn Ḥumayd [not: Ḥamīd] b. Aḥmad 
b. al-Anf ← al-Qāḍī Shams al-Dīn Jaʿfar b. Aḥmad b. Abī Yaḥyā (“Qāḍī 
Jaʿfar”, d. 573/1177) ← Abū ʿAlī al-Ḥasan b. ʿAlī b. Mulāʿib al-Asadī ← Tāj 
al-Dīn Abū l-Barakāt ʿUmar b. Ibrāhīm al-ʿAlawī al-Ḥusaynī ← Abū Saʿīd 
ʿAbd al-Jalīl. See Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 397-98 # 207.—On 
Shuʿla, see also our Zaydī Muʿtazilism in 7th/13th century Yemen, passim.

5  Safī al-Dīn Abū l-Ḥasan Aḥmad b. Muḥammad al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣ al-Ḥafīd (d. 
656/1258), grandson of al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣ (→ 16); on him, see Ibn Abī 
l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, pp. 420-32 # 210; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-
zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 196-98 # 91; Mūsavī Najād,Turāth, p. 124; 
Schwarb, Handbook, # 374.
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 6  Al-Qāḍī Shihāb al-Dīn Aḥmad b. Nasr b. al-Masʿūd al-ʿAnsī (d. ca. 
670/1271-72), one of the teachers of the Imam al-Mahdī. Cf. Ibn Abī 
l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, p. 488 # 253; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-
zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 223-24 # 112; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 193-94 # 
185, 303-4 # 282. Al-ʿAnsī is the author of the mentioned K. al-Wasīt.̣ See 
also al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 3, p. 148 # 3284. According to C. Brock-
elmann (GALS, vol. 2, p. 111 # 22b), al-ʿAnsī was a Shāfiʿite. We have 
inspected MS Vatican ar. 1130 (cf. Levi della Vida, Elenco, pp. 160-62) 
and have found no confirmation for this claim. The author frequently 
refers to earlier Zaydī authorities.

 7  Aḥmad b. Saʿd al-Dīn al-Miswarī (d. 1079/1668), author of Majmūʿ 
al-ijāzāt.—On him, see al-Akwaʿ, Hijar al-ʿilm, vol. 2, pp. 1081-83 # 32; 
al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 108-11 # 82; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, p. 238 # 
23; Mūsavī Najād,Turāth, p. 185; GALS, vol. 2, p. 560 # 7b; al-Ḥibshī, 
Masạ̄dir, pp. 67-68, 101, 148, 432; Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, 
pp. 302-14 # 122; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-Zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 
121-31 # 48; al-Jurmūzī, Bināʾ al-dawla al-Qāsimiyya, vol. 1, pp. 194, 
196-97, 331; al-Shawkānī, al-Badr al-tạ̄liʿ, vol. 1, p. 58; al-Muḥibbī, 
Khulāsạt al-athar fī aʿyān al-qarn al-ḥādīʿʿashar, vol. 1, pp. 204-6.

 8  Aḥmad b. ʿUzayw b. ʿAwāḍ al-Ḥimyarī (d. ca. 650/1252-3), one of the 
teachers of the Imam al-Mahdī; cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, 
p. 364 # 153; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 162-63 
# 63; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, p. 143 # 117.

 9  Al-Amīr ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn b. Yaḥyā b. Yaḥyā b. al-Nāsịr al-Ḥusayn b. 
ʿAbd Allāh b. Muḥammad al-Mukhtār b. Aḥmad b. al-Imām al-Hādī 
(fl. 7th/13th century). His most important work is his Kitāb al-Lumaʿ fī 
fiqh ahl al-bayt ʿalayhim al-salām, in four volumes. The identity of the 
Taʿlīqāt is not clear. On him, see al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 675-77 # 712.

10  ʿAlī b. Yaḥyā b. Khushaym; cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 3, 
p. 170 where a certain Yaḥyā b. Ḥushaym is mentioned who lived during 
the time of the Imam al-Mahdī Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn. He may possible be 
the father of the otherwise completely unknown ʿAlī b. Yaḥyā.

11  Asʿad b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr, brother of ʿImrān b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr 
al-Shatạwī al-ʿUdhrī (d. after 630/1232-3) (→ 18) and of Maʿsūd 
b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr (→ 19). Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, 
p. 537 # 297. See also our “Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd al-Jabbār,” p. 261.

12  ʿAtịyya b. Muḥammad al-Najrānī (b. 603/1206-7, d. 665/1266-7). Cf. 
Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 3, pp. 176-77 # 833; al-Shahārī, 
Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 2, pp. 680-1 # 402.

13  al-Faḍl b. Yaḥyā b. Jaʿfar b. Aḥmad b. Abī Yaḥyā, one of the prominent 
scholars at the Madrasa al-mansụ̄riyya in Ḥūth during the lifetime of the 
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Imam al-Mahdī. He is a grandson of the qāḍī Shams al-Dīn Abū l-Faḍl 
Jaʿfar b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al-Salām b. Abī Yaḥyā al-Buhlūlī (“Qāḍī Jaʿfar”, d. 
573/1177-8); cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 4, p. 35 # 1013.

14  al-Ḥasan b. Aḥmad al-ʿAnsī, cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, 
p. 9 # 374; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 303-4 # 282 (containing several mistakes).

15  al-Ḥasan b. al-Baqāʾ al-Tihāmī al-Qaysī (d. ca. 670/1271-2), one of the 
teachers of the Imam al-Mahdī. See al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya 
al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 293-95 # 156, where is name is given as al-Ḥasan b. 
Abī l-Baqāʾ b. Sạ̄liḥ b. Yazīd b. Abī l-Ḥayāʾ al-Tihāmī al-Qaysī. Cf., by 
contrast, Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 29-32 # 380 where 
his name is given as al-Ḥasan b. al-Baqāʾ al-Tihāmī. Cf. also al-Wajīh, 
Aʿlām, pp. 293-94 # 272.

16  al-Ḥasan b. Muḥammad b. al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣ (b. 546/1152, d. 
584/1188); on him, see Thiele, “Propagating Muʿtazilism”.

17  Ḥumayd b. Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Muḥallī al-Sạnʿānī 
(b. 582/1186-7, d. 652/1254). Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, 
pp. 245-51 # 520; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 
421-24 # 247; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 407-10 # 408; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, 
Sources, pp. 127-28 # 13.

18  ʿImrān b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsir al-Shatạwī al-ʿUdhrī al-Hamdānī (d. after 
630/1232-3). Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 3, pp. 395-97 # 
976; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 2, pp. 833-39 # 527; 
al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 736-37 # 801; Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, Sources, p. 126 # 
12. See also our “Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd al-Jabbār,” p. 261.

19  Masʿūd b. al-Ḥasan b. Nāsịr al-ʿUdhrī, brother of ʿImrān b. al-Ḥasan 
(→ 18).

20  Muḥammad b. Abī l-Saʿādāt, one of the teachers of the Imam al-Mahdī. 
Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 4, p. 309 # 1161.

21  Muḥyī al-Dīn Muḥammad (or: Ḥumayd) b. Aḥmad b. ʿAlī b. al-Walīd 
al-Qurashī al-Anf, d. 623/1226. On him, see our “Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd 
al-Jabbār,” pp. 233ff.

22  Muḥammad b. ʿAlī b. Aḥmad b. Yaʿīsh al-Sạnʿānī (d. 680/1281-2), one 
of the teachers of the Imam al-Mahdī. Cf. GALS, vol. 1, p. 528. For the 
Āl Yaʿīsh, see also al-Maqḥafī, Mawsūʿat al-alqāb al-yamaniyya, vol. 7, pp. 
588-89; al-Ḥibshī, Masạ̄dir [1st ed], p. 373; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 943-44 
# 1019. 

23  Muḥammad b. Yaḥyā al-Sạnʿānī, one of the prominent scholars who 
taught at the Madrasa al-mansụ̄riyya in Ḥūth during the lifetime of the 
Imam al-Mahdī. He is not included in any of the relevant biographical 
dictionaries.
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24  Muḥammad b. Nashwān b. Saʿīd al-Ḥimyarī has written a summary of 
his father’s (d. 573/1178) Shams al-ʿulūm wa-dawāʾ kalām al-ʿArab min 
al-kulūm, entitled Ḍiyā al-ḥulūm. The Shams al-ʿulūm has been published 
repeatedly: (i) Oman 1983 [an incomplete edition as it seems that was not 
available to us]; (ii) ed. Ḥusayn b. ʿAbd Allāh al-ʿAmrī, Mutạhhar b. ʿAlī 
al-Iryānī, Yūsuf Muḥammad ʿAbd Allāh, Beirut 1999. Cf. GAL, vol. 1, 
p. 364; GALS, vol. 1, p. 528; see also Mikael Persenius, The manuscripts of 
parts 1 and 2 of Shams al-ʿulūm by Nashwān al-Ḥimyarī: A study of their 
relationship, Uppsala, Uppsala University Library, 1997. For Muḥammad 
b. Nashwān and extant manuscripts of his Ḍiyāʾ al-ḥulūm, cf. also al-Wajīh, 
Aʿlām, pp. 1005-6 # 1076.

25  Muḥammad b. al-Qāsim b. al-Rassī (d. 279/892-3), the son of the Imam 
al-Qāsim b. Ibrāhīm (d. 246/860-1) (→ 28). His writings have been pub-
lished in Majmūʿ kutub wa-rasāʾil, ed. ʿ Abd al-Karīm Aḥmad Jadbān, Sạʿda 
1423/2002.

26  al-Qāsim b. Aḥmad al-Shākirī (d. after 653/1255-6), one of the teachers 
of the Imam al-Mahdī. Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 4, pp. 
60-64 # 1026; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 2, pp. 853-55 
# 537.

27  al-Mansụ̄r al-Qāsim b. ʿAlī al-ʿIyānī (d. 393/1003). See above, nn. 12 
and 13.

28  al-Imām al-Qāsim b. Ibrāhīm (d. 246/860-1). The writings of al-Qāsim 
b. Ibrāhīm have been published in Majmūʿ kutub wa-rasāʾil al-Imām 
al-Qāsim b. Ibrāhīm al-Rassī, 169-246 H, ed. ʿAbd al-Karīm Aḥmad 
Jadbān, Sạnʿāʾ 2001. On al-Qāsim, see Madelung, Der Imam al-Qāsim ibn 
Ibrāhīm; idem, “Imam al-Qāsim ibn Ibrāhīm and Muʿtazilism”; idem, 
“Al-Qāsim ibn Ibrāhīm and Christian Theology”.

29  Saʿīd b. Ḥanzala, son of ʿAfīf al-Dīn Ḥanzạla b. al-Ḥasan b. Shabʿān (or: 
Shaʿbān) and one of the teachers of the Imām al-Mahdī. Cf. Ibn Abī 
l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 252-53 # 524; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-
zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 424-5 # 249.

30  Sạ̄liḥ b. Sulaymān b. al-Ḥuwayb (d. after 625/1228), one of the teachers 
of the Imam al-Mahdī. Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 
412-18 # 681 (here he is named Sạ̄liḥ b. Sulaymān al-Ḥuwayt); al-Wajīh, 
Aʿlām, pp. 489-90 # 487.

31  Sulaymān b. Aḥmad b. al-Qāsim, paternal uncle of the Imam al-Mahdī. 
Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, p. 349 # 621.

32  Zayd b. Jaʿfar al-Bāqirī (fl. 7th/13th c.); cf Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ 
al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 297-98 # 575.
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Titles

33  Adab al-kātib of ʿAbd Allāh b. Muslim Ibn Qutayba (d. 276/889); ed. 
Muḥammad al-Dālī, Beirut 21986.

34  Al-Aḥkām fī l-ḥalāl wa-l-ḥarām, by al-Imām al-Hādī ilā l-ḥaqq Yaḥyā b. 
al-Ḥusayn (d. 298/911); cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, pp. 80-1 # 174. 
The work has been published repeatedly.

35  Aʿlām Nahj al-balāgha, a commentary on Nahj al-balāgha by al-Sayyid 
Sạdr al-Dīn ʿAlī b. Nāsịr al-Ḥusaynī al-Sarakhsị̄ (published repeatedly); cf. 
Ansạ̄rī, “Akhbār al-dawla al-saljuqiyya”; idem, “Fakhr-i Rāzī u mukātaba-
yi u”.

36  Amālī Aḥmad b. ʿĪsā, i.e., the Amālī of the Imām Abū ʿAbd Allāh Aḥmad 
b. ʿĪsā b. Zayd al-Ḥusaynī (b. 157/773, d. 247/861). On Aḥmad b. ʿĪsā, 
see Ḥasan Ansạ̄rī, “Aḥmad b. ʿĪsā b. Zayd,” Dāʾirat al-maʿārif-i buzurg-i 
islāmī, vol. 7, pp. 2-4. The Amālī Aḥmad b. ʿĪsā were published twice: 
(1) Kitāb al-ʿulūm 1-2, [n.p.] 1401/1981, and (2) as Kitāb Raʾb al-sạdʿ 1-3, 
ed. ʻAlī b. Ismāʿīl b. ʿAbd Allāh al-Muʾayyad al-Sạnʿānī, Beirut 1410/1990. 
Cf. also Mūsavī Najād, Turāth, pp. 51-52.—For Muḥammad b. Mansụ̄r 
b. Yazīd al-Murādī’s (d. 290/903) recension of the Amālī Aḥmad b. ʿĪsā, 
see Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, pp. 80ff. On Muḥammad 
al-Murādī, see also GAS, vol. 1, p. 563 # 6.

37  Amālī of Abū Saʿd Ismāʿīl b. ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn al-Sammān al-Rāzī (d. 
445/1053-4); cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, pp. 575-56 # 
340; al-Dhahabī, Siyar aʿlām al-nubalāʾ, vol. 17, pp. 55-60; see also 
Schwarb, Handbook, # 321. On the work, see also Ansạ̄rī, “Muʿarrifī-yi 
amālī-yi yek muḥaddith-i muʿtazilī madhhab”; idem, “Matn-i 
wasị̄yatnāma-yi az yek mutakallim”.

38  K. al-Amālī of al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq Abū Ṭālib Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Hārūn 
al-Butḥ̣ānī (d. 424/1033); cf. Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, pp. 
110-11 # 29.

39  Al-Amālī al-ithnayniyya, or al-Anwār, of the Imām al-Murshad bi-llāh 
Abū l-Ḥusayn Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl al-Shajarī al-Jurjānī (b. 
412/1021, d. 479/1086-7 or 499/1105-6). The work was edited by ʿAbd 
Allāh b. Ḥamūd al-ʿIzzī (Sạʿda 1429/2008).

40  Al-Amālī al-khamīsiyya or Amālī al-Shajarī, of the Imām al-Murshad 
bi-llāh Abū l-Ḥusayn Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl al-Shajarī al-Jurjānī (b. 
412/1021, d. 479/1086-7 or 499/1105-6). The recension of the Amālī by 
Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. ʿAlī b. al-Walīd al-Qurashī al-Anf (d. 623/1226) 
has been published as Kitāb al-Amālī: Wa-hiya al-Shahīra bi-l-Amālī 
al-Khamīsiyya li-l-murshad bi-Allāh Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn al-Shajarī ratta-
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bahu Muḥī al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. ʿAlī ibn al-Walīd al-Qurashī 
thumma al-ʿAbshamī wa-kāna qabla dhālika rattabahu Shams al-Dīn Jamāl 
al-Muslimīn Jaʿfar b. Aḥmad b. Abī Yaḥyā fī sabʿa wa-ʿishrīn bāban, Cairo 
1957 [repr. Beirut 1983; ed. Muḥammad Ḥasan Muḥammad Ḥasan 
Ismāʿīl, Beirut: ʿĀlam al-kutub, 1422/2001]. On al-Murshad bi-llāh, see 
also Madelung, Der Imam al-Qāsim ibn Ibrāhīm, pp. 184-85. See also 
below → 108.

41  Asrār al-ziyādāt of Abū Muḍar Shurayḥ b. al-Muʾayyad (fl. 5th/11th c.). 
The text is preserved in two copies in the Maktabat al-Awqāf, Sạnʿāʾ, ## 
1137, 1139; cf. Ruqayḥī, Fihrist, vol. 2, pp. 899-900. On Abū Muḍar, see 
Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 395-98 # 662; al-Shahārī, 
Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 485-86 # 284; Madelung, Arabic 
texts, English introduction, pp. 19-20; see Ansạ̄rī, “Mīrāth-i zaydiyān-i 
Īrān (1)”.—Muḥyī al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. ʿAlī b. al-Walīd 
al-Qurashī al-Anf (d. 623/1226), in turn, has written al-Jawāhir wa-l-
durar al-mustakhraja min Sharḥ Abī Muḍar, a summary of Abū Muḍar’s 
Asrār al-ziyādāt. See our “Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd al-Jabbār,” p. 236. See 
also below → 56.

42  Al-Bulgha fī tafsīr al-Qurʾān al-karīm, of Abū l-ʿAbbās Muḥammad b. 
Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Ḥakam al-Ṭūsī; cf. al-Mustatạ̄b, MS Maktabat 
al-Mansụ̄r, f. 211a. See also al-Mashriqī/al-Qāḍī, Ṭāwūs yamānī, pp. 159-
60 where three manuscripts of this otherwise unknown commentary are 
listed.

43  K. al-Dawlatayn, either by Ḍirār b. ʿAmr al-Kūfī (al-Fihrist li-l-Nadīm, 
ed. Ayman Fuʾād Sayyid, London 2009, vol. 1 ii, p. 597) or by Abū 
l-ʿAnbas al-Sạymarī (al-Fihrist li-l-Nadīm, vol. 1 ii, p. 468).

44  Dīwān al-adab, of Isḥāq b. Ibrāhīm al-Fārābī / al-Fāryābī (d. ca. 350/961). 
The text has been published repeatedly: (1) Dīwān al-adab. Awwal muʿjam 
ʿArabī murattab bi-ḥasab al-abniya 1-5, ed. Aḥmad Mukhtār ʿUmar, Cairo 
1974-79; (2) Dīwān al-adab. Muʿjam lughawī turāthī, ed. ʿĀdil ʿAbd 
al-Jabbār al-Shātị̄, Beirut 2003.

45  K. al-Fāʾiq fī usụ̄l al-dīn of Rukn al-Dīn b. al-Malāḥimī al-Khwārazmī, 
eds. Wilferd Madelung and Martin McDermott, Tehran 2007.

46  al-Fāʾiq fī usụ̄l al-fiqh, by al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s.̣ On this work, see Thiele, 
“Propagating Muʿtazilism,” p. 551. For extant manuscripts of the text, see 
Schwarb, Handbook, # 356 (12). The Fāʾiq was in turn the main source for 
al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh’s Sạfwat al-ikhtiyār (→ 88).

47  K. Gharīb al-ḥadīth, by Abū ʿUbayd al-Qāsim b. Sallām (d. 224/838), 
ed. Ḥusayn Muḥammad Muḥammad Sharaf, Cairo 1984. On Abū 
ʿUbayd, see Aḥmad Pākatshī, “Abū ʿUbayd Qāsim b. Sallām al-Khuzāʿī,” 
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Dāʾirat al-maʿārif-i buzurg islāmī, vol. 5, pp. 703-11; Reinhard Weipert, 
“Abū ʿUbayd al-Qāsim b. Sallām,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. Three, Lei-
den 2008, fasc. 2008-1, pp. 55-58. 

48  Al-Ḥāsịr fī usụ̄l al-fiqh of Aḥmad b. ʿUzayw b. ʿAwāḍ al-Ḥimyarī (→ 8); 
see Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 1, p. 364 # 153; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, 
p. 143. This work seems to be lost.

49  Al-Ibāna fī l-fiqh, referring to the fatāwā of al-Nāsịr li-l-ḥaqq al-Ḥasan b. 
ʿAlī al-Utṛūsh (d. 304/917) that have been collected and commented 
upon (Sharḥ al-Ibāna) by Muḥammad b. Yaʿqūb al-Hawsamī al-Nāsịrī 
al-Qāḍī (fl. 5th/11th c.). Cf. al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 2, 
p. 914. For a manuscript of the Kitāb al-Ibāna together with the commen-
tary in Munich see Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 502-3 # 268 
(Cod. Arab. 1329). For additional manuscripts of the commentary in 
Iran, see Dānishpazhūh, “Dū makhīkha-yi Zaydī,” pp. 179-88; Made-
lung, Arabic Texts, introduction p. 13.—See also al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, 
vol. 1, p. 31 # 15; Madelung, Der Imam al-Qāsim ibn Ibrāhīm, pp. 159ff. 

50  K. al-Īḍāḥ li-fawāʾid al-misḅāḥ (at times also called Sharḥ al-Īḍāḥ) of 
Ḥumayd al-Muḥallī (→  17), a commentary on Misḅāḥ al-ʿulūm fī maʿrifat 
al-ḥayy al-qayyūm of Aḥmad b. al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣ (d. 621/1224). An 
apparently unique manuscript of the commentary is preserved in Munich; 
cf. Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 404-5 # 212 (Cod. arab 1271).

51  Al-Ifāda fī tārīkh al-aʾimma al-sāda, by the Imām al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq 
Abū Ṭālib Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Hārūn al-Butḥ̣ānī (b. 340/951, d. 424/ 
1033); cf. GAL, vol. 1, p. 402; GALS, vol. 1, p. 698. The work was pub-
lished in the edition of Ibrāhīm b. Majd al-Dīn b. Muḥammad al-Muʾayyadī 
and Hādī b. Ḥasan b. Hādī al-Ḥamazī, Sạʿda 1422/2001.

52  K. al-Iḥātạ of al-Muwaffaq bi-llāh Abū ʿAbd Allāh al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl 
al-Shajarī al-Jurjānī (d. after 420/1029). On the second volume of this 
work is extant in a single manuscript held by the University Library Lei-
den, MS Leiden Or. 8409 [= Ar 1942b]. For a description of the manu-
script, see Voorhoeve, Handlist of Arabic manuscripts, p. 124. A later 
anonymous author wrote a paraphrastic commentary on the work which 
is preserved in manuscript, Taʿlīq al-iḥātạ. See also our Muʿtazilism after 
ʿAbd al-Jabbār, Chapter Seven.

53  K. al-Iklīl sharḥ maʿānī al-taḥsị̄l of al-Ḥusayn (or: al-Ḥasan) b. Musal-
lam al-Tihāmī, a commentary on al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ Taḥsị̄l. See Thiele, 
“Propagating Muʿtazilism,” p. 545. See also Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ 
al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 142-43 # 440 (Ḥasan b. Musallam), pp. 220-21 
# 494 (Ḥusayn b. Musallam); al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, 
vol. 1, pp. 347-48 # 201 (Ḥasan b. Musallam), pp. 400-1 # 233 (Ḥusayn 
b. Musallam), vol. 3, p. 1294 (Ḥusayn b. Musallam al-Tihāmī); al-Ḥusaynī, 
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Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 149 # 390. The reading al-Ḥusayn b. Musallam seems 
more appropriate; see our “Muʿtazilism in Rayy and Astarābād: Abū l-Faḍl 
al-ʿAbbās b. Sharwīn”. In the chapter on the formation of the Imām 
al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. al-Qāsim, an anonymous 
commentary on the Iklīl is mentioned as Taʿlīq al-Iklīl.

54  K. al-Iʿtibār wa-salwat al-ʿārifīn by al-Muwaffaq bi-llāh Abū ʿAbd Allāh 
al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl al-Shajarī al-Jurjānī (d. after 420/1029); ed. ʿAbd 
al-Salām b. ʿAbbās al-Wajīh, Sạnʿāʾ 32008. See also al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, 
vol. 1, p. 133 # 340. 

55  Al-Jāmiʿ fī l-sharḥ (also known as Sharḥ al-Taḥrīr or Taʿlīq al-Qāḍī Zayd) 
by Zayd b. Muḥammad al-Kalārī (fl. 5th/11th century); cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, 
Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 309-12 # 587; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 449-50 # 
438 (with a list of the extant manuscripts of the text). A manuscript of the 
text is also preserved in the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in Munich; cf. 
Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 279-80 # 129.

56  Al-Jawāhir wa-l-durar al-mustakhraja min Sharḥ Abī Muḍar, a sum-
mary of Abū Muḍar Shurayḥ b. al-Muʾayyad’s (fl. 5th/11th c.) Asrār 
al-ziyādāt, by Muḥyī al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. ʿAlī b. al-Walīd 
al-Qurashī al-Anf (d. 623/1226); see al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 384 
# 1111. A manuscript of the text is preserved in the Bayerische Staats-
bibliothek in Munich; cf. Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 288-90 
# 135. See also above → 41.

57  Al-Jumal al-hādīya fī sharḥ al-muqaddima al-kāfīya, by Abū l-Ḥasan 
Ṭāhir b. Aḥmad b. Bābshād (d. 469/1076); cf. Īrān Nāz Kāshiyān, “Ibn 
Bābshādh,” Dāʾirat al-maʿārif-i buzurg-i islāmī, vol. 3, pp. 56-57.

58  Al-Kāfī of Abū Jaʿfar Muḥammad b. Yaʿqūb al-Hawsamī which is extant 
in manuscript. Although al-Hawsamī was a follower of the legal doctrine 
of al-Nāsịr al-Utṛūsh, the work is more comprehensive in that it contains 
the doctrines of the various legal traditions of Zaydism. Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, 
Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 371 # 2554; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 1023-24 # 1095.

59  al-Kashf wa-l-bayān ʿan tafsīr al-Qurʾān by Aḥmad b. Muḥammad 
al-Thaʿlabī (al-Thaʿālabī) (d. 427/1035). On this commentary, see Saleh, 
The Formation of the classical tafsīr tradition. A partial edition of the tafsīr 
was published as Abū Isḥāq Aḥmad b. Muḥammad al-Thaʿlabī, Muqad-
dimat al-Kashf wa-l-bayān ʿ an tafsīr al-Qurʾān, ed. Khālid b. ʿAwn al-ʿAnazī, 
Riyadh 2008. An edition of the complete work was published in 10 vols. 
In Beirut: Dar iḥyāʾ al-turāth al-ʿarabī, 1422/2001.

60  K. al-Kawākib al-durriyya fī tafsị̄l al-nafaḥāt al-miskiyya, an 
autocommentary by Ḥumayd b. Aḥmad al-Muḥallī on his al-Nafaḥāt 
al-miskiyya fī l-masāʾil al-kalāmiyya. An apparently incomplete manuscript 
of the Kawākib is preserved in the Ambrosiana library (F 177/1, ff. 1-76, 
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178-184a). See Löfgren, Catalogo dei manoscritti arabi, serie F-H [type-
written volume], p. 288 # 1470. We thank Gregor Schwarb for making his 
copy of this unpublished volume available to us.

61  Kayfiyyat kashf al-aḥkām wa-l-sịfāt ʿan khasạ̄ʾis ̣al-muʾaththirāt wa-l-
muqtaḍiyāt of al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣(→ 16). On this work and on al-Rasṣạ̄s’̣ 
relation to the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh, see Thiele, “Propagating 
Muʿtazilism,” p. 547f.

62  Al-Khilāfiyya → 69.
63  al-Khilāfiyya bayna l-Baghdādhiyyīn wa-l-Basṛiyyīn → 70.
64  Al-Khulāsạ al-nāfiʿa bi-l-adilla al-qātịʿa fī fawāʾid al-tābiʿa of Aḥmad 

b. al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣(d. 621/1224); cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 
444 # 1306. The work has been published as al-Khulāsạ al-nāfiʿa li-Aḥmad 
b. Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s,̣ ed. Imām Ḥanafī Sayyid ʿAbd Allāh, Cairo 2002.

65  “Kitāb al-Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh”. Referring most likely to al-Mansụ̄r 
bi-llāh’s al-Muhadhdhab (→ 72).

66  “Kitāb al-Sayyid Abī Ṭālib fī l-latị̄f ”. It is unclear which work by the 
Imām al-Nātịq bi-l-Ḥaqq Abū Ṭālib Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Hārūn 
al-Butḥ̣ānī (d. 424/1033) is intended.

67  “Kitāb al-Sayyid ʿAlī b. Sulaymān”. Referring possibly to a work by ʿAlī 
b. Muḥammad b. Sulaymān al-Ḥasanī al-Rassī (fl. 5th/11th c.), who was 
a faqīh; cf. al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 2, p. 777-8 # 482. 
Alternatively, he may be identical with ʿAlī b. Sulaymān b. Abī l-Rijāl 
(d. after 681/1282-3); on him see Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 3, 
p. 257-58 # 891.

68  al-Majmūʿ fī l-fiqh, of ʿAlī b. Muḥammad b. Khalīl (fl. 5th/11th cen-
tury). For the author and extant manuscripts of his Majmūʿ, see al-Wajīh, 
Aʿlām, pp. 710-11 # 762 (with further references). A manuscript of the 
text is preserved in the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in Munich, cf. Sobi-
eroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 280-82 # 130.

69  Masāʾil al-khilāf baynanā wa-bayn al-mushabbiha wa-l-mujbira 
wa-l-khawārij wa-l-murjiʾa of Abū Rashīd al-Nīsābūrī. On this work, 
see our “Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd al-Jabbār”. 

70  al-Masāʾil fī l-khilāf bayn al-Basṛiyyīn wa-l-Baghdādhiyyīn (also: al- 
Khilāfiyya bayna l-Baghdādhiyyīn wa-l-Basṛiyyīn) of Abū Rashīd 
al-Nīsābūrī; eds. Maʿn Ziyāda and Riḍwān Sayyid, Beirut 1979 on the 
basis of the single extant manuscript of the text, owned by the Staatsbi-
bliothek zu Berlin, MS Glaser 12). See also our “Muʿtazilism after ʿAbd 
al-Jabbār”.

71  Al-Muʾaththirāt wa-miftāḥ al-mushkilāt of al-Ḥasan b. Muḥammad 
al-Rasṣạ̄s ̣ (b. 546/1151-52, d. 584/1188); The work has been edited by 
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Jan Thiele (Kausalität in der muʿtazilitischen Kosmologie); see also idem, 
“Propagating Muʿtazilism,” p. 547f.

72  Al-Muhadhdhab min al-fatāwā, by the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh ʿAbd 
Allāh b. Ḥamza (d. 614/1217). The work has been preserved in the redac-
tion (jamʿ wa-tahdhīb) of Muḥammad b. Asʿad al-Murādī, al-Muhadhdhab 
fī fatāwā al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza ʿalayhi al-salām, ed. ʿAbd 
al-Salām al-Wajīh, Sạnʿāʾ 2001. See also al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 3, 
p. 87 # 3103. 

73  Al-Muḥīt,̣ a work on grammar by Muḥammad b. ʿAlī b. Aḥmad b. Yaʿīsh 
al-Sạnʿānī (→ 22). According to al-Wajīh (Aʿlām, p. 944), the text has 
been edited as a PhD thesis in Yemen.

74  Al-Kitāb al-Muḥīt ̣of ʿAbd al-Jabbār. There is no evidence that this book 
has reached Yemen. References to this work may refer to the paraphrastic 
commentary on the work by Ibn Mattawayh, al-Majmūʿ fī l-muḥīt ̣bi-l-
taklīf. Vol. 1 has been edited twice: (1) ʿUmar al-Sayyid ʿAzmī, Cairo 
[n.d.], (2) ed. J.J. Houben, Beirut 1965; vol. 2, eds. J.J. Houben and 
D. Gimaret, Beirut 1981; vol. 3, ed. Jan Peters, Beirut 1999. Margaretha 
T. Heemskerk is currently preparing a critical edition of the fourth vol-
ume.—Whereas the original al-Kitāb al-Muḥīt ̣ seems to be lost in the 
Islamic world, extensive fragments of the work are extant in the various 
collections housing material from the Karaite Genizah in Cairo. See Ben-
Shammai, “A note on some Karaite copies of Muʿtazilite writings,” pp. 
295-304. A critical edition of the extant fragments is currently been pre-
pared by Omar Hamdan and Gregor Schwarb.

75  K. al-Muḥīt ̣ bi-usụ̄l al-imāma ʿalā madhāhib al-Zaydiyya of ʿAlī b. 
al-Ḥusayn b. Muḥammad Siyāh [Shāh] Sarījān [Sarbījān], a commentary 
on the Kitāb al-Diʿāma fī tathbīt al-imāma of the Imām al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq 
Abū Ṭālib Yaḥyā b. Ḥusayn al-Butḥānī (d. 424/1033). The Kitāb al-Diʿāma 
has been edited by Nājī Ḥasan who falsely identified the work as Nusṛat 
madhāhib al-Zaydiyya of al-Sạ̄ḥib b. ʿAbbād (Baghdad 1977; repr. Beirut 
1981); see also Madelung, “Zu einigen Werken,” pp. 5-10; Ansạ̄rī, 
“Zaydiyya wa-manābiʿ-i maktūb-i Imāmiyya,” pp. 149-61. The Kitāb 
al-Muḥīt ̣is preserved in (at least) three manuscripts: (1) MS Ambrosiana 
A 23 (see Löfgren/ Traini, Catalogue, p. 12; see also GALS, vol. 1, pp. 698-
99 # 1c); (2) MS Maktabat al-awqāf, al-Jāmiʿ al-kabīr, Sạnʿāʾ # 645 (dated 
18 Sạfar 1065/28 December 1654; see Ruqayḥī, Fihrist, vol. 2, p. 737 
where the text is erroneously attributed to Ibn Mattawayh); (3) a copy 
held in a private library in Yemen (transcribed by Yūsuf b. ʿIwāḍ b. ʿAbd 
Allāh b. al-Ḥusayn b. Zaʿkam b. Khazraj, dated Ramaḍān 628/July 1231). 
Digital images of this manuscript were made available to us through the 
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Imam Zayd b. ʿAlī Cultural Foundation (IZbACF). We have no informa-
tion about the location of the original codex.

76  K. al-Mujzī fī usụ̄l al-fiqh by the Imām al-Nātịq bi-l-Ḥaqq Abū Ṭālib 
Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Hārūn al-Butḥ̣ānī (d. 424/1033). The second half 
of the work has erroneously been edited as Abū l-Ḥusayn al-Basṛī’s Sharḥ 
al-ʿUmad by ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd b. ʿAlī Abū Zunayd (2 vols., Medina 
1410/1989-90). For the work, see also Schwarb, Handbook, # 315 (6); 
idem, “Traditions of Zaydī-Mu‘tazilī usụ̄l al-fiqh”.

77  Mulḥat al-iʿrāb of Abū Muḥammad al-Qāsim al-Ḥarīrī (d. 516/1122), 
which has been commented upon by numerous authors, including by the 
author himself. Cf. GAL, vol. 1, p. 328; GALS, vol. 1, pp. 488-89. The 
text itself as well as the autocommentary have been published repeatedly: 
(i) Mulḥat al-iʿrāb, ed. ʿAlī Ḥasan ʿAlī ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd, Amman 1988; 
(ii) Sharḥ Mulḥat al-iʿrāb, ed. Fāʾiz Fāris, Irbid 1991; (iii) Sharḥ Mulḥat 
al-iʿrāb, ed. Barakāt Yūsuf Habbūd, Sạydā / Beirut 1997; (iv) Sharḥ matn 
Mulḥat al-iʿrāb, Cairo 2009. The sharḥ of ʿAlī b. Sulaymān b. Asʿad 
al-Ḥārithī al-maʿrūf bi-bn al-Ḥaydara (d. 599/1202-3) was certainly 
known among the Zaydīs and may be meant here; see al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, 
p. 682 # 722.

78  al-Mustasf̣ā min ʿilm al-usụ̄l of Abū Ḥāmid al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111).
79  “Al-Muʿtamad li-Qāḍī l-quḍāt”. ʿAbd al-Jabbār is not known to have 

written a work with this title. It may be a mistake for his Kitāb al-ʿUmad. 
This would then be the only indication that this work of his had reached 
Yemen. On his Kitāb al-ʿUmad, see ʿUthmān, Qāḍī l-quḍāt, p. 61.

80  K. al-Muʿtamad fī usụ̄l al-dīn of Rukn al-Dīn Maḥmūd b. Muḥammad 
al-Malāḥimī al-Khwārizmī, ed. Wilferd Madelung and Martin McDer-
mott, London 1991.

81  K. al-Muʿtamad fī usụ̄l al-fiqh, of Abū l-Ḥusayn al-Basṛī. The work has 
been published twice: (1) ed. Muḥammad Ḥamīd Allāh in cooperation 
with Muḥammad Bakr and-Ḥasan Ḥanafī, Damascus 1964; (2) with pref-
ace by Khalīl al-Mays, Beirut 1983.

82  K. Mutashābih al-Qurʾān of Rukn al-Dīn Abū Ṭāhir al-Ṭuraythīthī. On 
this work and its author, see Ansạ̄rī, “Tuḥfa-yi girān qadr”; al-Sālimī, 
“al-Mutashābih li-l-Qurʾān li-l-Turaythīthī”. Al-Sālimī is currently prepar-
ing a critical edition of this work.—Although virtually all manuscripts are 
preserved in Zaydī repositories, the work was relatively unknown among 
the Zaydīs. Apart from the present text, another reference to the work is 
to be found in the Yanābiʿal-nasị̄ḥa fī l-ʿaqāʾid al-sạḥīḥa of al-Ḥusayn b. 
Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. Yaḥyā al-Hādawī (d. 662-3/1264-5) (ed. 
al-Murtaḍā b. Zayd al-Maḥatẉarī al-Ḥasanī, Sạnʿāʾ: Maktabat Badr, 
21422/2001, p. 330).
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83  Mutashābih al-Qurʾān of ʿAbd al-Jabbār b. Aḥmad al-Asadābādī. The 
work has been published twice: (1) ed. ʿAdnān Muḥammad Zarzūr, Cairo 
[1969]; (2) Aḥmad ʿAbd al-Raḥīm al-Sāʾiḥ and Tawfīq ʿAlī Wahba, Cairo 
1430/2009.

84  Nahj al-balāgha of al-Sharīf al-Raḍī (d. 406/1015); cf. Kohlberg, Medi-
eval Muslim Scholar, p. 295 # 461; Modarressi, Tradition and Survival, pp. 
13-15.

85  Al-Qamar al-munīr fī ʿuqūd Kitāb al-Taḥrīr, by al-amīr ʿAlī b. 
al-Ḥusayn b. Yaḥyā b. Yaḥyā (fl. 7th/14th c.); cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, 
vol. 2, p. 354 # 2501.

86  Rasāʾil al-Imam al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza (→  1). These 
have been published as Majmūʿ rasāʾil al-Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh ʿAbd 
Allāh b. Ḥamza 1-2, ed. ʿAbd al-Salām b. ʿAbbās al-Wajīh, Amman 2002. 

87  K. al-Riyāḍ of Abū Saʿd al-Muzạffar b. ʿ Abd al-Raḥīm b. ʿ Alī al-Ḥamdūnī; 
cf. al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya al-kubrā, vol. 2, pp. 1141 # 716.

88  Sạfwat al-ikhtiyār, by the Imām al-Mansụ̄r bi-llāh ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥamza 
b. Sulaymān, on legal methodology; cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, 
p. 229 # 2116. Eds. Ibrāhīm Yaḥyā al-Darsī al-Ḥamzī and Hādī b. Ḥasan 
b. Hādī al-Ḥamzī, Sạʿda 1423/2002.

89  Shams sharīʿat al-islām fī fiqh ahl al-bayt ʿalayhim al-salām by 
Sulaymān b. Nāsịr al-Suḥāmī (d. after 600/1203-4). Cf. Ibn Abī l-Rijāl, 
Matḷaʿ al-budūr, vol. 2, pp. 375-77 # 642; al-Shahārī, Ṭabaqāt al-zaydiyya 
al-kubrā, vol. 1, pp. 478-81 # 281; al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, pp. 213-
14 # 2071. For extant manuscripts of this text, see al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, 
pp. 470-1 # 466.

90  Sharḥ al-jumal al-kabīra, a commentary by Abū l-Ḥasan Ṭāhir b. 
Aḥmad b. Bābshād (→ 57) on the Kitāb al-Jumal of Abū l-Qāsim ʿAbd 
al-Raḥmān b. Isḥāq al-Zajjājī (d. 337/949 or 339/951); cf. GALS, vol. 1, 
pp. 170-71.

91  Sharḥ al-Usụ̄l al-kabīr of Siyāh Sarbījān. This title for ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn 
b. Muḥammad Siyāh [Shāh] Sarījān [Sarbījān] is not attested elsewhere. 
The title suggests that this may be a (super)commentary on Ibn Khallād’s 
Kitāb al-Usụ̄l that had served as a basis for various taʿālīq among later 
Zaydī authors; it may well be that the two manuscripts, MS British Library 
OR 8613 and MS Sạnʿāʾ, Maktabat al-Jāmiʿ al-kabīr (Sharqiyya), no. 541 
(edited by Muḥammad ʿAbd al-Hādī Abū Rīda as Fi l-tawḥīd [Dīwān 
al-usụ̄l li-Abī Rashīd Saʿīd b. Muḥammad al-Nīsābūrī ?], Cairo 1969), are 
in fact portions of this Sharḥ; see our “Muʿtazilism in Daylam: ʿAlī b. 
al-Ḥusayn Siyāh [Shāh] Sarījān [Sarbījān] and his writings”.

92  Sharḥ al-usụ̄l al-khamsa of ʿAbd al-Jabbār al-Hamadānī. The text was 
usually read together with the taʿlīq by the latter’s student Abū l-Ḥusayn
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  Aḥmad b. Abū Hāshim Muḥammad al-Ḥusaynī al-Qazwīnī, known as 
Mānkdīm Shashdīw (d. 425/1034) (the work was wrongly attributed to 
ʿAbd al-Jabbār, ed. ʿAbd al-Karīm ʿUthmān, Cairo 1384/1965 [numer-
ous reprints]) and/or possibly with the taʿlīq of Abū Muḥammad Ismāʿīl 
b ʿAlī al-Farrazādhī.

 93  K. al-Shifāʾ fī aḥwāl al-musṭạfā (or: bī taʿrīf ḥuqūq al-musṭạfā) by Qāḍī 
ʿIyāḍ (d. 544/1149); cf. GAL 1/455-56; GALS 1/630-32; M. Talbi, “ʿIyāḍ 
b. Mūsā,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 4, pp. 289-90.

 94  Sīra of the Prophet Muḥammad by Muḥammad b. Isḥāq b. Yasār (b. 
85/704, d. 150/767) in the recension of Abū Muḥammad ʿAbd al-Malik 
Ibn Hishām al-Ḥimyari al-Basṛī (d. 218/833 or 213/828). Cf. GAL, vol. 
1, p. 135 # 3; GALS, vol. 1, pp. 205ff; GAS, vol. 1, pp. 288-290 # 1, 
pp. 297-301 # 11. See also Rubin, The Life of Muhammad; Motzki (ed.), 
The Biography of Muḥammad; al-Ṭarābīshī, Ruwāt Muḥammad Ibn Isḥāq.

 95  The Sīrat al-Hādī ilā al-Ḥaqq Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn had been written 
down by ʿAlī b. Muḥammad b. ʿAbīd Allāh al-ʿAbbāsī al-ʿAlawī. See 
above, nn. 2 and 8. The Sīrat Aḥmad al-Nāsịr has been published by 
Wilferd Madelung; see above, n. 8.

 96  Sīrat al-Mansụ̄r al-Qāsim b. ʿAlī al-ʿIyānī (d. 393/1003), composed 
by his secretary Abū ʿ Abd Allāh Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad b. Yaʿqūb al-Hamdānī. 
See above, n. 11.

 97  Sīrat al-Mutawakkil ʿalā llāh Aḥmad b. Sulaymān (d. 566/1171), 
written by Yaḥyā b. Sulaymān al-Thaqafī. See above, n. 14.

 98  Al-Tadhkira fī aḥkām al-jawāhir wa-l-aʿrāḍ of Ibn Mattawayh. In 
1975, a partial edition was published: al-Ḥasan b. Mattawayh al-Najrānī 
al-Muʿtazilī, al-Tadhkira fī aḥkām al-jawāhir wa-l-aʿrāḍ, eds. Sāmī Nasṛ 
Lutf̣ and Faysạl Badīr ʿAwn, Cairo. This has now been replaced by a 
critical edition of the complete text: Al-Ḥasan b. Aḥmad Ibn Mattawayh, 
al-Tadh kira fī aḥkām al-jawāhir wa-l-aʿrāḍ 1-2, ed. Daniel Gimaret, 
Cairo 2009.—One of the manuscripts consulted by Gimaret for his edi-
tion (

) that contains only the first part of the work was copied in 
605/1209 in Ḥūth (→ 115) which is misread in the edition as Ḥūf or Jūf 
(cf. ibid., vol. 1, p. 367 n. 57).

 99  Al-Tahdhīb al-wasīt ̣al-mujarrad min al-ifrāt ̣wa-l-tafrīt ̣fī l-naḥw, of 
Muḥammad b. ʿAlī b. Aḥmad b. Yaʿīsh al-Sạnʿānī (→ 22). The work has  
been published by Fakhr Sạ̄liḥ Sulaymān Qaddāra, Beirut 1411/1990-
91; cf. al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 177, 943-44 # 1019. For a manuscript of the 
work that is preserved in the British Library see GALS, vol. 1, p. 528.

100  Al-Tahdhīb fī tafsīr al-Qurʾān, by al-Ḥākim al-Jishumī, Abū Saʿd 
al-Muḥassin b. Muḥammad b. Kirāma al-Bayhaqī al-Barawqanī 
(b. 413/1022, d. 494/1101); for manuscripts of the work, see Schwarb, 
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Handbook, # 246. On Jishumī’s commentary, see also Zarzūr, al-Ḥākim 
al-Jishumī; Mourad, “The Revealed Text and the Intended Subtext”.

101  Al-Taḥrīr fī l-kashf ʿan nusụ̄s ̣al-aʾimma al-naḥārīr, by the Imām Abū 
Ṭālib Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn al-Hārūnī al-Daylamī (d. 424/1033). The work 
has been published in the edition of Muḥammad Yaḥyā Sālim ʿAzzān, 
Sạnʿāʾ 1997. See also al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, p. 253 # 701.

102  K. al-Taḥsị̄l fī l-tawḥīd wa-l-taʿdīl, a theological summa by al-Ḥasan 
al-Rasṣạ̄s;̣ see Thiele, “Propagating Muʿtazilism,” p. 549.

103  K. al-Tajrīd of Ibn al-Malāḥimī, being an abridgement of Abū l-Ḥusayn 
al-Basṛī’s Kitāb al-Muʿtamad fī usụ̄l al-fiqh. The work is preserved in a 
single manuscript (Bodleian Library, MS Arab. e. 103). Cf. the editor’s 
introduction to Ibn al-Malāḥimī’s K. al-Muʿtamad fī usụ̄l al-dīn (→ 80), 
p. iv. A facsimile, together with an introduction by H. Ansari and 
S. Schmidtke, has been published in the “Muslim History and Heritage 
Series” (Tehran/Berlin 2011).

104  Taʿlīq al-Iklīl → 53.
105  “Taʿlīq al-Sayyid al-Muʾayyad bi-llāh”. Possibly referring to the Ziyādāt 

of the Imām al-Muʾayyad bi-llāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn al-Hārūnī 
(d. 411/1020), consisting of fatāwā of al-Muʾayyad that were collected 
by Abū l-Qāsim b. Tāl al-Hawsamī al-maʿrūf bi-l-Ustādh. Cf. al-Ḥusaynī, 
Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 83 # 1732; al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, p. 101. On al-Ustādh, 
see al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, pp. 312-13 # 291.

106  “Taʿlīqāt ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn b. Yaḥyā b. Yaḥyā b. al-Imām al-Hādī” 
→ 9.

107  Tārīkh al-rusul wa-l-mulūk of Abū Jaʿfar Muḥammad b. Jarīr al-Ṭabarī 
(d. 310/923). For the recent scholarship on this work, see Rydving (ed.), 
Al-Ṭabarī’s history.

108  Tartīb al-amālī al-khamīsiyya, a recension of the Amālī of al-Murshad 
bi-llāh Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn b. Ismāʿīl al-Shajarī (d. 479/1086-87 or 
499/1106). This text has been published repeatedly: Kitāb al-Amālī: Wa-
hiya al-Shahīra bi-l-Amālī al-Khamīsiyya li-l-Murshad bi-Allāh Yaḥyā b. 
al-Ḥusayn al-Shajarī rattabahu Muḥyī al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. 
ʿAlī b. al-Walīd al-Qurashī thumma al-ʿAbshamī wa-kāna qabla dhālika 
rattabahu Shams al-Dīn Jamāl al-Muslimīn Jaʿfar b. Aḥmad b. Abī Yaḥyā 
fī sabʿa wa-ʿishrīn bāban 1-2, Cairo 1957 [repr. Beirut 1983]; ed. 
Muḥammad Ḥasan Muḥammad Ḥasan Ismāʿīl, Beirut 1422/2001. See 
also above → 40.

109  Taysīr al-matạ̄lib min [fī] Amālī Abī Ṭālib, a recension of the Amālī of 
al-Nātịq bi-l-ḥaqq Abū Ṭālib al-Hārūnī by Shams al-Dīn Qāḍī Jaʿfar b. 
Aḥmad al-Sanāʿī (d. 573/1177-78); cf. al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, pp. 
347-48 # 1005. The work has been published repeatedly: (1) ed. Yaḥyā 
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ʿAbd al-Karīm al-Faḍīl, Beirut 1975; (2) ed. ʿ Abd Allāh Ḥammūd al-ʿIzzī, 
Amman 2002.

110  K. al-Tibyān sharḥ Yāqūtat al-īmān of al-Ḥasan al-Rasṣạ̄s,̣ a paraphras-
tic work that is based on Abū l-Faḍl al-ʿAbbās b. Sharwīn’s Yāqūtat 
al-īmān wa-wāsitạt al-burhān, see our “Muʿtazilism in Rayy and 
Astarābād”.

111  al-ʿUmda fī ʿ uyūn sịḥāḥ al-akhbār fī manāqib imām al-abrār, by Abū 
l-Ḥusayn Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥasan b. al-Ḥusayn al-Ḥillī al-Asadī Ibn al-Bitṛīq 
(d. 600/1203 or 601/1204); cf. Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, pp. 
376-77 # 633.—For the popularity of this work among the Zaydīs, see 
Ḥasan Ansạ̄rī, “Ibn Bitṛīq,” Dāʾirat al-maʿārif al-islāmiyya al-kubrā, vol. 2, 
pp. 483-85; idem, “Ibn al-Sharafiyya”; idem, “Tāze-hā-yi dar barāyi Ibn 
Bitṛīq”.

112  K. Usụ̄l al-aḥkām fī l-ḥalāl wa-l-ḥarām, by the Imām al-Mutawakkil 
bi-llāh Aḥmad b. Sulaymān al-Ḥasanī al-Yamanī (d. 566/1170); cf. 
al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 1, pp. 126-27 # 318; GALS, vol. 1, p. 699 # 
2a. The work has been published as Usụ̄l al-aḥkām al-jāmiʻ li-adillat 
al-ḥalāl wa-l-ḥarām, taʾlīf al-Mutawakkil ʿalā Allāh Aḥmad b. Sulaymān 
b. Muḥammad b. al-Mutạhhar b. ʿAlī b. al-Nāsịr Aḥmad b. al-Hādī ilā 
l-Ḥaqq Yaḥyā b. al-Ḥusayn, ed. ʿAbd Allāh Ḥammūd al-ʿIzzī, Sạnʿāʾ 
2003. 

113  al-Wāfī ʿ alā madhhab al-hādī of Abū l-Ḥasan ʿ Alī b. Bilāl al-Āmulī. Cf. 
al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, p. 662 # 695. Ibn Bilāl is mostly renowned for having 
supplemented the Masạ̄bīḥ fī sīrat al-aʾimma of Abū l-ʿAbbās al-Ḥasanī 
(d. 352/963). 

114  Al-Zubad al-ḍarbiyya, by Sạ̄liḥ b. Sulaymān b. al-Ḥuwayb (→ 30); 
cf. al-Wajīh, Aʿlām, p. 490; al-Ḥusaynī, Muʾallafāt, vol. 2, p. 73 # 1700.

Places

115  Ḥūth, located in the territory of Ḥāshid; cf. al-Ḥajarī al-Yamānī, Majmūʿ 
buldān al-yaman, vol. 1, pp. 213-26, 300; Abū Firas b. Diʿtham, al-Sīra 
al-mansụ̄riyya, passim.

116  Mislit, a village located within the territory of the Banū Qays (of the 
Banū Thuraym) in the region of bilāḍ al-zạ̄hir of the Ḥāshid territory; 
see al-Akwaʿ, Hijar al-ʿilm, vol. 4, pp. 2050-54.

117  al-Shāhil, located in the region of Ḥajūr, north-west of Sạnʿāʾ; cf. 
al-Ḥajarī al-Yamānī, Majmūʿ buldān al-yaman, vol. 2, pp. 240ff [Ḥajūr]; 
vol. 3, p. 441. For Banū Shāwur, see al-Maqḥafī, Mawsūʿat al-alqāb al-
yamaniyya, vol. 3, pp. 66-68.
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al-Ḥamzī, Sạʿda: Markaz Ahl al-bayt li-l-dirāsāt al-islāmiyya, 1423/2002.

ʿAbd al-Jabbār al-Hamadānī, Mutashābih al-Qurʾān, ed. ʿAdnān Muḥammad Zarzūr, Cairo: Dār 
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Aḥmad b. ʿĪsā, Kitāb Raʾb al-sạdʿ 1-3, ed. ʿAlī b. Ismāʿīl b. ʿAbd Allāh al-Muʾayyad al-Sạnʿānī, 
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[http://ansari.kateban.com/entry1678.html] (accessed 21/01/2011).
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Fi l-tawḥīd [Dīwān al-usụ̄l li-Abī Rashīd Saʿīd b. Muḥammad al-Nīsābūrī ?], ed. Muḥammad 
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1-3, eds. ʿAbd al-Salām ʿAbbās al-Wajīh and Khālid Qāsim Muḥammad al-Mutawakkil, 
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Muḥammad b. ʿAlī, Sạnʿāʾ: Maktabat al-Yaman al-kubrā, 1982.
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Muḥammad b. al-Qāsim 1-3, Sạnʿāʾ: IZbACF, 2008.
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al-Ruqayḥī, Aḥmad ʿAbd al-Razzāq, ʿAbd al-Allāh al-Ḥibshī, and ʿAlī Wahhāb al-Ānsī, Fihrist 
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al-Ṭarābīshī, Mutạ̄ʿ, Ruwāt Muḥammad b. Isḥāq b. Yasār fī l-maghāzī wa-l-siyar wa-sāʾir 
al-marwiyyāt, Beirut/Damascus: Dār al-Fikr al-Muʻāsịr, 1994.
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The Sīra of the Imām al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. al-Hụsayn b. al-Qāsim 
(d. 656/1258). Manuscript () of the present edition, which is kept in an unknown pri-
vate library in Yemen. A digital copy was provided by the Imam Zayd b. ʿAlī Cultural 
Foundation. Copy completed on Friday, 14 Shaʿbān 1310/3 March 1893. Title and 
opening lines of the text of the Sīra.
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The Sīra of Imām al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. al-Qāsim (d. 656/1258). 
Manuscript () of the present edition. Copy of 1310/1893. Here ff. 4b-5a are shown, with 
the beginning of the section on the Imām’s education (Nashʾa) on the ultimate line of 
f. 4b.
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The Sīra of Imām al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. al-Qāsim (d. 656/1258). 
Manuscript () of the present edition, ff. 5b-6a. Copy of 1310/1893.
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The Sīra of Imām al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. al-Qāsim (d. 656/1258). 
Manuscript () of the present edition, ff. 6b-7a. Copy of 1310/1893.
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The Sīra of Imām al-Mahdī li-Dīn Allāh Aḥmad b. al-Ḥusayn b. al-Qāsim (d. 656/1258). 
Manuscript () of the present edition, ff. 7b-8a. Copy of 1310/1893. End of the text on 
the Imām’s education (Nashʾa) on f. 7b, line 11.
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