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Deecember 351, 1934

- I'rofessor idward li. Earle

2200 Forth Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Ly dear Frofessor Earle:

. I em sending you herewlth duplicate slip
for $416.68, yodr salary Tor the moanth of December
1934,

Very truly yours,
. EBTHER 8. S8ILEY
Assistant Secretary
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' THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
ALANSON li_;":::“ (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MES, FELIX FULD, 1930) FRURTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERNERT M. MAMSS oFFICE EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
Fice-Chairman 30 NASSAU STREET 3 s o0
WALTER W. STEWART ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Fice-Chairman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF CARLE : JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
S AUDRESS 3 VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JORON % HARDTR
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
RS A. SCHUR
/ SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Assistant Treasurer HERSERY H. MAASS
FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R. SABIN
Secretary WALTER W. STEWART
ESTHER §. BAILEY December 132 ’ 1934 o
Assistant Secretary L,
LEWIS H. WEED
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute o
LOUTS BAMBERGER
Dear Ed: i g

I received almost a week ago your interesting letter of the third, but
T had to zo to New York directly thereafter so that I was unable to answer it, and
yesterday came your letier of the tenth, to which I shall reply at the same time,

I was very much interested indeed in your comments on the memorandum
vhich I sent you. Let me put your mind absolutely at rest, however. "The Insti-

. =

tute is not going to stack all its chips on one card." Frankfurter pointed out
in kis memorandum that the great coniributions to political thought had been made

by bezinning the study of contemporaneous problems. If the author of that memo-
randum should come into the Institute and, if he should think that his best approach
to economic theory l=y through a study of the durable goods problem and all the
pi'oblems connected therein - credit, money, transportation, unemployment, etc. -
could thus be most concretely and effectively reached, I should let kim zlone,
precisely as Carrel is let alone at the Rockefeller Institute. Meanwhile, Franlfurter
also pointed out that one of the great difficulties in the way of straight economic
tk}izﬁd.ng is the vozue of economic slogans - free trade, protection, sound money,

etc.' These are historic problems and in their origin, vogue, and influence may

not only interest you but be more illuminating than anythinz else that could be

done. Even so, put your teeth into them or into anyihing else that enlists your

interest. If we start out with three or four members of the economie sroup, I
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should hope that they would be all, as the mathematicimns are, good friends, talk
with one another with the utmost candor and then each of them go off as he pleases,
Certainly for one or two years or longer there will be nobody around in the way of
workers or students to interfere with your leisure to talk with one another, to talk
with other people, to read, to think, and to clarify your minds, Don't believe

for a minute that I would dare to influence you and your associates any more than

-

I influence the mathematicians.
I had a letter the other day from Walter Stewart, who has been a great
source of comfort and z2id to me, part of which I think would interest you. It runms

as follows:

"In econonmics, my preference runs toward someone who is possessed
with some concrete problem btut who is prepered to deal with its generzl
. implications, This seems to me to furmish the best hope of escaping from
the vagueness of superficiality which has affected so much current work
in economics and of establishing a fresh approach. In fairness, however,
I must quote you the comment of & friend.

'T don't think the Institute's Division of Economics

should outline its topics yet. I think it should assemble a
group that would just stew around for a while and wonder what
it's all about. After six months or 2 year, probably somebody
would think of somethinz. I doubt that the world is in urgent
need of more statistics, more facts, more research; or that
the Institute needs to start with a clerical and statistical
force. In faet, I think that the members should be recuired
to take a vow of total abstinence from statistics, data, and
maybe even facts for a six-monih probationary period. Thisg
country is simply lounsy with statistics; and crawling with
research workers.'"

And now for your letier of the tenth. I have learnmed from Beatrice
and also from physicians that you were goingz to go throush a devilishly uncomfortable
timé with this pneumothorax. I am &lso assured that this is a temporary condition,
and your feelings are no real indication of what is happening in your insides, Miss
Sabin has heard from Dr. Schaefer that your discomfort is rather less than is often

‘the case. You, who have borne so much, I am perfectly sure are going to be able to
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bear this. It may be a sad sort of comfort to you to lmow that for z year pre-
ceding my tonsillectomy and for the entire ftime since I have ‘been utterly miserable
in consequence of the cutting of certain nerves in the back of my throat and tongue.
My sense of taste is gone, my appetite is gone. From time to time my tonsue seems
twice its natural size, and I have had the devil's own time in sleeping. I have
consulted physicians in New York, Baltimore, London, and Gastein, and all the com-
fort I get is that soomer or later these abominable éymptoms will disappear. My
strensth has somehow or other increased, thousgh I talke almost no exercise at all,
but it has been a tough trial, carrying on the Institute and thinldng about its
development while I have been so darned uncomfortable. I am not comparing my af-
fliction with yours in the point of seriousness, but one neurologist zave me =z
helpful piece of advice, namely, to try to learn the art of iznoring my symptoms
instead of watching them. To some extent I have succeeded, and I am better accord-
ingly, but every now and then, as for example, at this very moment they just get the
betier of me, and I write this, lying in bed, because I find the symptoms become
worse when I am fatigued. However, wasie no sympathy upon me, for, as Carlyle's
neighbor at dinner once said to him,
"I can stand this universe"
to which, by the way, Carlyle replied,
"By God, you had better.®

I am returning to you herewith the telesram and letter, dated December 18,
1950. It is a lonz time, and I do not underrzte the patience or endurance that you
have had to summon in order to put uwp with it, but you have ahead of you the most
interesting and fruitful part of your career, and I hope that the Imowledge of that
fact will help you to put up with your present burdens.

This letter will be reaching you sometime before Christmas. It carries
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with it unbounded love and affection and confidence for you and

by

the Hew Year and for many years still to come.

or

Professor Edward
2200 North Tejon
Colorado Springs, Colorad

&)

AF: ESS

Bee and Robin
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSOX B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMSERGER AND MBS, FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
AERNERY H. MAASS OFFICE EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
Fice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET SSRON Ca
s ABEAHAM FLEXNER
. - PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
Fice-Chairman e
SAM ULL D. LEIDESDORS CABLE AUDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN K. HARDIN
Treasurer ALANSON B, HOUGHTON
IRA A, SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretery December 3, 1934 WALTER W. STEWART
.. ! PERCY 5. STRAUS
STHER S. BAILE OSWALD VEBLEN

Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Ed:

Thank you for your two notes of November 29th, received this morning.

I shall attend to the matter of annuity. The b;dgetary difficulty
I alluded to is this: I have tried from the outset to present a budget at the
spring meeting, so that the Board would not have to be at the necessity of taking
up small financial items at successive meetings. Thus far we have succeeded, with
the result that the Treasurer told me last week when I saw him in New York that
he had never seen anything as smooth as the financisl arrangements between his
office end M¥rs, Bailey., Nothing can possibly happen to the sums acoumulated to
your credit in the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Associstion. They do not
belong to Columbia or Barmard or the Institute. They belong to you and your
heirs and will continue to accumulate as long as you live, which I hope will be
for a very long time. Our contributions will simply be added thereto. Is this
clear? If not, don't hesitate to drop me & further line on the subject.

Riefler came to Princeton Sgturday and spent the whole day with me.
He is far from thinking that the durable goods approach is the only approach to
economic phenomena., It is, in his judgment and in that of Walbter Stewart, one
which opens up in =2 conerete way nguestions of money, credit, ete., ete. On the

' other hand, Riefler was careful to say that if he was asked to come to the
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Institute he would want to lie fallow for six months or & year, as it is quite
possible that something new and even more promising would ocour to him. Hobody
would have supposed that when Pasteur began dealing with bad beer he would open
up the whole subject of modern bacteriology, but that is what happened. The thing
to avoid is a theoretic approach along accepted and abstract lines to the con-
ventional economic headings. Tie will have to find a realistiec approach if we are
ultimetely going to develop anything like an economics and polities expressive
of the conditions under which we live.

There is the widest difference in the world between Riefler's notions

| and those of the Brookings Institution, because the Brookings Institution has
always had its eye open to‘application: It has taken a myopic and short-ranged
view. Riefler and Stewart and Walton Hamilton take exactly the opposite point
of view: GSelect a problem, to be sure, but be utterly indifferent where it carries
you or what happens in politics or industry in conseguence of the theoretic results
to which it may lead.

Of course, no one individual ean select a partieular problem upon
which another chooses to embark. That is just as true in mathematics as it is
in economics, but, though every one of our seven methematicians has his own problem,
there is a constant interchange of views, which is stimulating and helpful. Some-
thing like this should happen in the School of Economies and Polities. Eaeh person
is go-ing to be interested in something of his own choosing, and yet the school
should not be stomic. The mén ought spontaneously and aimlessly, as they do in
mathematies, to browse together. The results of such browsing cannot be predicted
and would be useless if they could.

With all good wishes, in which Anne joins,

Ever affectionately,
Frofessor Edward llead Earle

2200 North Tejon Street ;{' 9‘}
Colorado Springs, Colorado
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Columbia Eniversity
t the Cipof AewPork
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY November 26, 1934,

Professor Edward M, Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs

Colerado

Dear Eds

I took up with the Executive Committee 2 few days ago
the matter contained in your letter. They, of course, concurred
in your request, although we were all regretful of the need
which prompted it. Several of them wanted to know about financial
arrangements but I did not feel in a position to reply to such
questions,so the matter there rested, In discussing the question
with Fackenthal I found that the President had already taken
action on the initiative of Dean Gildersleeve, so I assume that
the arrangements are all completed.

I hope that you are feeling better than when you last
wrote and that you will find within & year or so you will be
able to come East, I have not heard from Bee,but presume
she is very busy in her new job.

Faithfully yours,

ClulS
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Dear Ed:’

1 am sending you herewith a memorandum
prepered for me by a young esonomist with whom T
have had 2 nusber of interviews in the last two
yearse It represents a very radical deperture
fron acadenic ecconomios. I wonder how it strikes
you.

With all rood wishes,

Sincerely yours,

ART ATYARA FE..'EXNER

Professcr Edward Mead Earle
2200 Yorth Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/AICR
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Warnarvd Callege
Columbia Aniversitp

New Pork

OFFICE OF THE DEAN November 20, 1934

Professor Edward M. Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Dear Professor Earle:

Thank you very much for your
two letters. That of November 17th reached me
this morning. And thank you also for the check
for $250, refunding the amount psid by Barnard
toward your retiring zllowance since Jeanuary lst
last. I eppreciate immensely your desire to re-
pay this money and the rest to the College, but
I do hope you will not let this idea welgh upon
your mind. You are really under no obligation
whatsoever to pay back these sums.

I am asking our Bursar to
send Mrs. Carle $1,000, which is the balance left
over from her last payment of $1,500 towards your
salary.

I will await word from you before
making any public statement about you.

With regard to the check for $5.00

which you sent to cover the cost of telegrams, I will
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hold that until I find out Jjust how much these
wires cost.

I am very happy indeed at the
prospect that you and Beatrice have now embarked
on a2 new and interesting and hopeful stage in
your lives.

With warmest good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

\)ifr;‘;- 1. fl“h‘h&&‘4~v1l.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

0% '&:::La = (FOUXNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1030) TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
TLIVRRES rEiee EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
i 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXTS CARREL
WALTER W. STEWART ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Vice-Chairman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
ukun.n.gm CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY m": FRINREWALD
reasurer JOEN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
IRA A. SCHUR

Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN

Secretary WALTER W. STEWART
ESTHER 5. BAILEY November 16, 1934 PERCY 5. STRAUS
Ajssistant Secrefary O0SWALD VESLEN

LEWI1S H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Directer of the Institute LIFE. TRUSTELS

LOUIS BAMBERGER
Dear Ed: MRE. PRMLLEVED

I am delighted to have your letier of November 13. Beatrice has kept
me informed regarding your progress, and I need not say that I am thoroughly de-
lighted with it, thoush of course I wish it were faster; but it is so much more
important that your progress should be sound and final rather than rapid that we
must all inure ourselves to patience, though I have no doubt you hate the very word.
But I lmow something of that dammed virtue myself, for I still carry the most
unpleasant consciousness of my tonsillectomy, thouszh of course I am able to attend
to business. The only consolation I get when I am as uncomfortable as the devil
is patience, patience.

I had hoped to make at one and the same time the enclosed announcement
about Professor Morse and the economics group, but I have made slower progress
with the economics group than I had expected, so that announcéments regarding you
and Mitrany will have to wait. Meanwhile, I am glad that you have arranged
matters with Miss Gildersleeve and your friends at Columbia.

I am interested in what you write of Robbins' book, for it coincides with
what was said to me in England by persons who admire him but find him rather stiff
and ill-adjusted.

Don't worry about my general health. I am really in very good shape,

considering the fact that on the day your letter was written I was sixty-eight years
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of aze.
With all good wishes,

Ever affectionately,

AN B

P.S.
Ben and Mary are both well and very happy, Mary having greatly improved after

a nasty time with something like sciatica. _
A.E.

(5 — ‘-v--;;x-—»:f ‘F.-Q)a-—- Q———;—J—e ;/

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AT:ESB

P.S. #2
I omitted to refer to what you said on the subject of the Teachers
Annuity Fund. An item covering this will be included in the next budget.
A.E.
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2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado
November 13, 1934

Dr. Abrsham Flexner
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Abe:

I have been wanting to write to you for a long time; but,
as Beatrice has probably told you, I have been undergoing some medical
experiments which are more hopeful than comfortable at the moment.

I am grateful for Mrs. Baileyis note of the Tth enclosing
extracts of the minutes of the meeting of your Board of Trustees held
October 8. 1 was especially interested and pleased with the remarks
of Professor Frankfurter concerning the method of approach to economie
and social problems; as you know, I am thoroughly in accord with his point
of view and have written you to that effect from time to time heretofore.

I have read the lecture on Social Science and the Political
Trend by Frank H, Knight. His brother used to work with me at Barnard.
I am not quite prepared to admit, es he is, that Liberalism has passed.
But certainly we are undergoing some kind of a politicel end economie
revolution which our perspective is too narrow for us to appreciate
thoroughly. As to Mitrany's paper, it shows his usual ability to under-
stand and indicate the consequences of political tendencies. I am con-
vinced that you made no mistake whatsoever in aequiring his services for
the Institute.

I have been in corresrondence with Miss Gildersleeve and with
one or two others at Columbia upon whose confidence I cen depend. Although
they have given me a release they will mske no announcement until you are
prepared to do so., Beatrice tells me that you will probably not be doing
this as soon as you intended,but in any case the path is now clear.

os<
I i‘:a';; it will now be practicable for you to make the necessary
arrangements with the Teachers Insurance and Anmuity Association on my
behelf, and this letter will authorize you to deduet from my honorarium at
whatever periods you wish such sums as may be necessary to pay my portion
of the annuity premium.

I have not quite finished "The Great Depression" by Robbins
eand so shall weit until enother time to write you concerning it. In some
respects it is & brilliaent book but in others it is sadly lacking in vision
and accuracy.

I hope your work is now lightening so that you will not again
get tired. We 2ll1 count so heavily on you that you must conserve your
energy st all costs. Every affectionate good wish to you all.

As always,
%

EME:GD
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. . lovembeor 7, 1934
¥y dear Professor Farlot
‘ I am sending you herewith extracte
from the minubss of the meoilng of the Trustoes of
the Institule, held October 8, in which Mo, Mezner
thinks you will bo interestels I am also enclosing -
an elaboration by I'rolessor Fra.'ﬂ:"nrtn; of the brief
summary of his remarks contairel In tho nimites, These
" nesl not ba returned,

Sincerecly yourn,

RQTHER & Pal Y

Professor Edward Meal Tarle
2200 Yorth Tejon Street ‘
Colornio Sprirgs, Colormdo
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Cctober 27, 1934

Professor Tdwmrd ¥, Earle
2200 Torth Tejon Sireeot
Coloraldo Springa, Colorads
"y dear Profassor Barlet
I'n accordance witl your letter of
September 30 I Lave just written a letter to
the Bank of Vanhattan Company, Vew Tork City,
requesting ting they deposit to your credit
cueck for $416.07, which represe ts your salary
for the month of October 1934, 1 sond you here=
with copy of my letter.
Very truly rours,
ESTHER 8. BAILEY
Assistant Secratar,;
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALAN: CHTON
2N l&!m?w-u (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERCER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERBERT H. MAASS OFFICE EDGAR §, BAMBERGER
Fice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXIS CARREL
WALTER W. mm ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Vice-Chairman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY e
Treasurer JOEN R, HARDIN
IRA A; SCHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Assistant Treasurer 'mm:; EEIDRIDORE
HEREERT H, MAASS
FRANK ‘m;‘!:::ay FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
ESTHER §. BAILEY October 26 s 1924 PERCY 5. STRAUS
Assistant Secretary OSWALD VEBLEN

LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute

LIFE TRUSTEES
Dear Ed: LOUTS BAMBERGER

MES. FELIX FULD

Yesterday_l received your nice note of the 22nd, and I have heard
from Beatrice through Mrs. Bailey that the doctors are taking forward steps
with you.

I see no reason why you should not now communicate confidentially
with Miss Gildersleeve, asking her to make no announcement in advance of the
announcement which we hope to make sometime in the near future. I shall, how-
ever, make no statement until I have heard from you respecting your corres-
pondence with Miss Gildersleeve, and I shall also of course allow you plenty
of time to serve notice upon Columbia. I am extremely anxious to do every-
thing in proper form so that no institution can have any ground for feeling
that we have been in the slightest manner discourteous or negligent.

I am interested in what you say of Robbins' book. He is one of
these striking people who was born about ten years too early. I have no
intention whatsoever of including him in the group, but I have been impressed
by his ability, though I think he is far more sure than in the present state
of economic lmowledge and experience anyone can scientifically afford to be.
Hone the less, I shall be glad to know what you think of the book when you
finish it.

As regards the Essays of Cliffe Leslie, you are no worse off than
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ninety-nine professional economists in one hundred. The book fell into my
hands forty years ago as nearly as I can recollect. Leslie died while a young
man or the whole histofy of economiecs in the English-speaking countries might have
been different. His book made an impression upon me which was so deep that it is
influencing me profoundly in my whole attitude towards this new school which we are
hoping to start. Meanwhile, there is a distinet movement towards Leslie's point of
view among all who have not in speech and writing hitherto committed themselves. I
think the book is in New York, but I shall send it to you. I prize it very highly.

I am sorry that we have seen so little of Beatrice, but she has been busy,
and I have been just as busy. The first three days of this week I had to spend in
Washington and New York, and I have to go to New York again this afternoon. I
keep well, but I have got to husband my strength.

This morning before I came to the office Anne and I spoke about having
Beatrice to dinner with a few friend.s.' This we shall do within the next fortnight.
I do get, however, golden opinions about her almost daily from persons whom I meet
on the street. The last, for example, was Mrs, Marguand, who stopped me to say,
"Princeton owes you an everlasting debt for bringing Mrs. Earle here."

We are all well, and all join in affecticnate greetings and best wishes
to you.

Ever yours,

&,
P.S.

I am returning herewith Hayes' review of Spengler's nonsense.
&.F.

Professor Edward Mead Earle

2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Lilipt ernnd e ot FHb Gt Het Sty s
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALENION . HOUGHYON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) ERUETS
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
e Bl OFFICE EDGAR §, BAMBERGER
Fice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET RS et
WALTER W. STEWART
Ve bl PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
SAMUTL D. LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY Jmn:_nm ~
Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
IEA 4. SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R. SABIN
Secretary WALTER W. STEWART
- PERCY §. STRAUS
Assistant Secretary OSWALD VESLEN
LEWIS H. WEED
ABRANAM FLEXNER ‘ - - LINE YEvSEREE
Directer of the Institute October 18, 1934 N AN

M3S, FELIX FULD
Dear Ed:

I have your very interestins anéd clean-cut note of October 15,
and I am delighted that you did not hesitate to point ont the defects of my
letter, as far as you were concerned. I may now say to you that all profes-
sorial appointments are permanent up to the age of sixty-five and can be pro-
longed beyond that period by the action of the Boards It is not necessary
therefore to include in the resolution of the Board anything covering that
point. You will be a professor up to sixty-five in any event, and the matter
of salary will come up naturally at the conclusion of the two-year period. X
have no doubt in my own mind that this is a problem that will solve itself by
your coming to Princeton before the expiration of that period and thus receive
your full remunerztion.

I hope that the following resolution removes all your dombts,
for you are on exactly the same basis as Einstein or Veblen or any one else, in
go far as your appointment 1s concerned:

"The Director called attention to Miss Sabin's
favorable report regerding the physiczl condition of Professor
Edward Mead Earle.

On motion, Frofessor Earle was made a professor

in the School of Economiecs ané Politics and was granted leave of
absence for the year 1934-1935 at helf pay, viz., Five thousand

Dollars ($5,000.00), with the understanding that, if ne
this leave would be renewed on the same terme for one ¥

September 1, 1935."

cessary_
ear from
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I was very much interested in your comments on Cassel's lecture
and in your fundamental agreement with the point of view that Franlkfurter and
Stewart had exponded. The morzl of it all is that the economists have zot to
make a fresh start. Their science, if it is proverly czlled a science, has a
relation to the society of its own era. Whether there is anything permanent or
whether economics differs from age to age and from people to peonle, it is for
them to ascertain. Unguestionably, the economics of the Zulus was different
from the economics of Wall Street. Do you kmow the essays of Cliffe Leslie?
Ee opened my eyes on that subject many years ago. He was a brilliant Irish
economist, and it has astonished me to find out how few people either in England
or in America lmow the one volume in which hie brief essays are collected,s I can
lend it to you if you do not kmow it.

I keep constantly hearing of Beatrice from others, and everything
I hear is good.

With all good wishes,

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward M. Barle M‘* TS

2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AT:ESB



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colo.
October 15, 1934

Dr. Abrahem Flexner
Director of the Institute for Advenced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Abe:

It was characteristic of you to call me up last night and to set my
mind et rest concerning the character of the appointment which you propose for
me. I must confess, however, a little difficulty in attempting to write my
own ticket. I hope you will make any changes you want in whet I have to
suggest. It has just occurred to me that for purposes of our records it would
be wise to have one letter setting forth all the essential informetion. Whet
I would propose is something asbout as follows.

"You are appointed a professor in the School of Economics and Politics
at the Institute for Advanced Study, effective September 1, 1934, at a salary
of $10,000 per annum. The appointment is mede on permenent tenure. It is
understood, however, that during the academiec year 1934 to 1935 you will be on
leave of absence at half the stipulated honorarium and if necessary this
leave of absence will be renewed for one year from September 1, 1935. For the
present it seems advisable for the Institute not to undertake a definitive
financial commitment beyond two years; therefore if by some chanece your health
should make it impracticable for you to be in residence in Princeton in the
autum of 1936 the Trustees would feel free to make any arrangement concerning
salary which seemed advisable to them, but it is definitely understood that you
would continue to be carried as a member of the faculty in eny case regardless
of financial considerations.”

The foregoing paragraph expresses my ideas, perhaps in a bungling
and uncertain way and I really hope that you will rephrase them. I feel silly
to have raised any question at all in view of the generous spirit of your
letters of September 19 and October 9, but you were charitable in explaining
to me over the telephone lsst evening that you understood fully the importance
of security of tenure.

The book by robbins, The Great Depression, came today. 1 shall read
it with the eritical eye which you suggest.

I have just read Gustav Cassel's Cobden Memorial lecture entitled
"From Protectionism Through Planned Economy to Dictatorship". It shows the
utter bewilderment of a really distinguished economist of the old school.
Here is a man who believes in the gold standard but says it camnot possibly
be restored and who believes in general in free trade but says it is out of
the question. In thinking of Cobden and Bright end in reading Adem Smith,
I realize how much economic theories are influenced by prevailing economic
conditions. Shortly after the Fordney-McCumber tariff I wrote an essay for
the Political Science Quarterly called "The New Mercantalism" which indicated
in general way that extreme protectionism mede increasing governmental inter-
ference ineviteble. Perheps history will decide thet Mr. Hoover by signing
the Smoot-Hawley tariff was much more the father of "planned economy" then
Roosevelt.
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Dr. Abreham Flexmer -2 = October 15, 1934

How fortunate you are to have Frankfurter on the Board of Trustees.
He is guite right in saying that many of our so-called economic laws are
merely slogans. As you lknow, I sm thoroughly in sympathy with your, his, and
Stewart's idea that the entire subject should be approached without any pre-
conception whatsoever.

I have gathered from Beatrice's letters that, although she is working
very hard, she finds great satisfaction in what she is doing. Naturally I eam

especially glad to hear from you thet her work is meeting with enthusiastic
approval,

As always, affectionately,

o

EME:GD
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON 3. HOUGHTOX (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) EDRE.
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERBERT H. MAASS OFFICE EDGAR . BAMBERGER
Fice-Chairman 30 NASSAU STREET ezl
ABRAHIAM FLEXNER
WALTER W. STEWART
ooy PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANEFURTER
g JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF CABLE AUDRESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN R. HARDIN
Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
1EA A. SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Assistant Treasurer HEREERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE E. SABIN
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secreiary October 10 3 1934 WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY §. STRA
ESTHER 5. BAILEY oswn.; vmz:‘
Assistant Secretary

LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

LIFE TRUSTEES
Director of the Institute

LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD

Dear Ed:

I am sending you under separate cover Robbins' book, The Creat
Depression. Since I wrote you about it an economist has spoken to me on the
subject. He tells me that Robbins is a man of fixed ideas, who uses the
depression as a hook on which to hang illustrations of his pet theories. I
do not know if this is true or not, as I have not read the book and I do not
know what Robbins' theories are, but you can have your weather eye out when
you read the book to see whether it is really an objective study or whether
it is dominated by preconceptions.

In this entire field we are in the same position as the early
geologists, who believed in the Bible and who didn't want to discover anything
at variance with the Book of Genesis. The so-called laws and principles of
economics may really have some general validity or may have arisen out of the
speciel circumstances of the age in which they were developed, as Frankfurter
suggested at the last meeting of the Board. That is where you will come in
with your fine historical sense.

The assassination at Marseilles yesterdeay was horrible, but I

suspect, sooner or later, inevitable. I wonder whether Furope will ultimately

destroy itself by suppression and diplometic manceuvring or whether it will learn
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that it is the function of govermments to preserve order and justice and let
people alone in all of their other thinking and speaking. Have you read Louis

Adamie's book, The Native's Feturnm? I read it a year ago and it prepared me for

just such an explosion as took place at Marseilles yesterday.

I talked with Bee on the telephone again yesterday, and she assured
me that all is well with her and Robin, end that the school is settling down to
a happy activity more and more from day to day.

Ever affectionately,
.7

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1030) TAURTERS
Chairmen FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERBERT H. MAASS OFFICE EDGAR §. BAMEBERGER
Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET ALAXIS CHRE
WALTER W. STEWART ABRAHAM FLEXNER
.rice-fﬁa'r-ul PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
SAM UEL D. LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN 2. HARDIN
Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUCHTION
IEA A. SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS

FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R. SABIN
Secretary WALTER W. STEWART

ESTHER 5. BAILEY October 8, 1934 pendnon 4

OSWALD VEBLEN
Assistant Secretary
LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LIFE TRUSTEES
Director of the Institute LOUTS BAMBERCER

Dear Ed:

The Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study met yesterday, and
Dre. Sabin reported to them her judgment about you, formed on the basis of inter-
views with you and with Dr. Schaefer. The Board thereupon formally ratified
your appointment for a period of two years, at the end of which time I sineerely
hope that your health will be such that the appointment can be placed on a
permanent basis like that of other members in the Institute. It seemed to me
wiser at this moment not to ask for a permanent appointment, but you need have
no fear of any difficulty arising on that score.

I shall be sending you in a few days a copy of the minutes of the
meeting, which will contain something of the discussion which took place regarding
the most hopeful approach to this difficult field. Professor Frankfurter and
Mr, Stewart both urged that we should at the outset gather together a few congenial,
fearless persons, and leave them to their own deviees in the hope that they can,
in the first place, make a historical approach, so that we might understand the
basis of what are now called economic prineiples, laws, or, as Frankfurter says,
slogans. It seemed to me that your own interest in historical training gives
you peculiar fitness for work of this type. I need not say that you and your

associates will be entirely free from interference on my part and that of the
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Board, and that as the School of Economies and Politics develops it will develop
from within, not from without,-as the School of Mathematies has done.

With all good wishes,

Ever sincerely,
&7,

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/NCE

n
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

October 8, 1934

A regular meeting of the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced
Study was held at the Uptown Club, 60 East 42nd Street, New York City, on
Monday, October 8, 1934,

Present: Messrs. Aydelotte, Edgar S. Bamberger, Louis Bam-
berger, Carrel, Flexner, Frankfurter, Friedemwald, Hardin, Houghton, Leides-
dorf, Maass, Stewart, Straus, Veblen, Wood, Mrs, Fuld, and Miss Sabin.

Therc were no absentees.
The Chairman prosided.

The minutes of the meeting held on April 23, 1934, having been

distributed, their reading was dispensed with, and they were approved.

The following report was presented by the Director and, on motion,
was ordered to be incorporated in the minutes of the meeting:
"Since the meeting of the Board held April 23 last the
first session of the School of Mathematics of the Institute
for Advanced Study was brought to a happy conclusion on
May 1. TWork, howewer, on the part of the faculty and the
students did not ecease with the termination of the academic
year, Some of the professors continued their daily attendance
at Fine Hall far into the summor, while some of the workers
romained in Princeton during the entire summer, despite the

excossive hoat in July.
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During the course of the year it occurred to me that
it would work to the advantage of higher education if annually
some of these young men and women well trained in modern mathe-
maties could bring into the secondary schools and high schools
of the country the newer views of the subject which have come
to prevail. I had a number of conferences with the new Super-
intendent of Schools of New York City, as a result of which the
Associate Superintendent in charge of mathematies, Dr. Tildsley,
and a committee of teachers of mathematics spent a day at
Princeton observing the work of the Institute and the graduate
work of Princeton University in mathemetics. I am happy to
report that several workers have rceceived appointments in the
New York City schools. If this experiment can be successfully
extended to other large school systems in the country, there will
be, as it were, a new market opened up for these highly trained
university and post-university students, and it is perhaps not
too much to expect that in the course of time the teaching of
high school mathematics will be modernized in the United States
preciscly as during the last twenty years the teaching of high
school science has been modernized. We hawve, I think, to
look at the entire cducational system as o whole. We cannot
do the best possible work in college and in the graduate school
or in the Institute unless boys and girls have been properly
grounded in the high schools. Thus far thc number of persons

trained in modern mathematics who have gone into high school

teaching has been very small. I hope that the liberal action

of the Suporintendent of Schools of New York City may be followed
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by similar action on the part of superintendents in other cities.

I have already undertaken to communicate with other superintendents
in the hope of meking opportunities for students of the type now
being graduated from the best of our universities and from the School
of Mathematics of the Institute.

In addition to those who were seeking opportunities a large pro=-
portion of the workers last year were on leave of absence from important
institutions: the University of Chicago, Johns Hopkins University,
Princeton University, the California Institute of Technology, the Rice
Institute, University of Vienna, University of Copenhagen, Edinburgh
University, University of Michigan, etc. Thesc men have returned to
their posts refreshed and stimulated by their experience in Princeton,
and I have received evidences of grateful appreciation on their part
for the opportunities they enjoyed last year. During the year now be=-
ginning a similar group will be in attendance, among them mon holding
posts in Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Johns
Hopkins Univorsity, Princeton University, University of Cincinnati, Brown
University, California Institute of Technology, University of California,
University of Chicago, University of Louwain, University of Frankfurt,
University of Munich, University of Cambridge, ete. Of the twelve fellows
appointed in the field of mathematics by the National Research Council in
this country, ninec have elected to work at Princeton during the prescnt
year, cnjoying the combined opportunities of the Institute for Advanced
Study and Princcton University, and the European branch of the Rockcfeller

Foundation has appointed two fellows in mathematics, both of whom hawe

elocted to come to the Institute.
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The staff of the School of Mathematies is unanimous in the
belief that another mathematician, preferably an American, if an
American is obtainable equal in ability to any outsider, should
be added to the group at an early moment. I beliove that this
can be accomplished for the present without substantially adding
to the budget of the School by temporarily omitting, if it proves
necessary, onc or two items, because the budget is an elastic budget,
namely, the visiting professorship, though I hope very much that, as
the resources of the Institute increase, visiting professors in the
various schools may from time to time be invited to come to Prince=-
ton for an entire year or for a shorter period. On the other hand,
it is at the moment more important to strengthen the permanent
group than to continue uninterruptedly the visiting professorship.
On this subject I shall ask Professor Veblen to speak when it comes
up for consideration under the head of new business.

I roported to the Board at the last meeting that the Russian
Govermment had called an international educational conference to
meet in Moscow and that thc Institute had been invited to send a
representative. With the approval of the President and the Dean
of the Graduate School of Princeton University, as well as our own
mathematiecal group, Professor Lefschetz, who is Fine Professor of
Mathematics at Princeton University and who speaks Russian, was named
to ropresent the Institute. Professor Lefschetz has written me in
enthusiastic terms of his reception but hns as yet submitted no
formal rcport, inasmuch as he remained abroad to represent Princeton
University at an international mathematical conference held in
Praguc. I shall submit a brief report regarding his activities

at the next mccting of the Board.
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I devoted two-thirds of the summer to study in Eurcpe with a
view to securing a nuclous in the subjects of economics and polities
as well as the humanistic studics. It is clear to me that in economics
and polities, which should be broadly conceived as the field of soecial
Jjustice, we shall have to proceed somewhat differently from the method
pursued in dealing with mathematiecs. The sort of mathematics in
which scientific men are interested today has a history that is at
least one hundred and fifty years old. The economics that is in
vogue is upon a very different basis. More and more as I conferred
with men who are dealing with economic problems both in universities
and in public life, I became convinecod of the faet that economics ought
to be viewed as a clinieal science. That is to say, men who are con-
corned with its teaching and investigation ought also to be men who
have boen in contact with practical problems of business and govorn-
ment. On the other hand, while the mon working in economics must not
be aloof from practical life, they ought not to be diverted to the
performance of current tasks. William James once said, "We act for-
wards; we understand backwards." There are thus two dangors to be
avoided: on the one hand, the danger inherent in long distance
cogitation and theory; on the othor, the danger inherent in doing
things at the moment empirically. Other sciences - physies, chemistry,
and medicine - have had to settle the same problem. In the case of
physics and chemistry it has required centuries, and in mediecine it
has required a full century, and there are wast areas in which the
scientific modical man still shrinks from practical activity, though
he continued his researches on experimental animals and otherwise in

his laboratory. The methods of doveloping economic science, which
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soom to me now to be most promising, bear therefore & certain

rosemblance to what has happened historically in other fields,
“though analogics are suggestive as well as dangerous and must

not be pushed too far. These methods require infinite patience =-
the pationce of a naturalist, who is willing to cbserve before he ~
turns to goneralization or accepts practical responsibility for the

excoution of political and ecomomic policies.

A distinguished scientist, with whom I have beoen discussing
tho problem of economics frem the standpoint of scientific method
which I have had to clear up before proceeding to the discussion of

persons, has on reflection written me a letter, from which I quote

the following:

'Naturally, I am deoply interested in your plan to
make a fresh start in economics., Amcrica will provide a mar-
velous experimental ficld for acute younger men for tho next
few years. Whatever happens in November, this country is in
a state of flux cut of whieh some kind of economic stability
has to come; the great question is what as well as when. It
will be a matter of years and the end result will be something
very differont from the old order. I dc not think that Russia
offers o better field for capable obsorwation and investigation
than prescnt-day United States. It's like a great epidemic,
plague, ote., tc the pathologist - an opportunity not to be
invented but suddenly and sharply presented with incalculable
poteontinlitieos,

If I were nsked what constitutes one of the greatest
attractions, at this eritical ora, tc the alert, 'prepared’
cconomist mind, I ghould say America. It's an opportunity whieh
should not bo long deferred for quiet study without anything
said but for a lot of *wood-sawing'.

That is the way one would attack a great biological
catastrophic experiment such as a dewvastating disease plague;
and the world today, with America in the forefront, is in the
throes of another kind of plague - nothing less than a wvast
biological social plague,'

I have naturally discussed the problems of the Institute with

my brother who in the field of medicine had a task not unlike my own.
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and it is interosting tc find that after the lapse of thirty yoars
sinee the founding of the Rockofeller Institute for Medical Research
ho procceded in most subjeets in precisely the way in which I am
proceeding in cconomies. He has written me as follows:

'I am lecd back to the boginnings of the Institute
in my thinking of cconomics with you. I judge a kind of new
start called for. If you think of the Institute's beginnings,
the new start was made with essentially unknown young mon:
Lovene, Carrel, Opic. The only clder man and thoroughly
seascned, although an individual worker strietly, was Meltzer.

Would it not be possible for you to start afresh, one,
two, three men in their late twenties or oarly thirties? i
remomber your saying that you were planning as though you were
in full mid-career. I think that is a splendid attitude. Your
contribution might cven, conceiwably, be greater if you started
afresh. The oxporiment would scarcely be dangerous, as you
would surely select nble ycung men, who could be passed cn to
cther institutions in a few years if they failed tc reach the
high mark of your Institute. But enviromment plays a share,
often a large one, in men's futures. This is surely true of
the majority of the Rockefeller Institute members.'

We have thus far two commitments in this field, of the soundness
of which I am thoroughly convinecd: Professor Mitrany, who is at werk
in England and who will continue for the preosent his studies there;
Professor Earle, to whom a tentative appointment was given pending his
complete return to health. Dr. Sabin, fellcwing the instructions of
the Board, visited Professor Earle and his physician during the summer,
and from her I have received the follewing lotter, dated September 18,

1934.

'In accordance with the directions of tho Board of
the Institute for Advwanced Study, I saw Professor Edward Mead
Earle both early in July and late in August of the past summer
and have an excellent report to give concerning his physiecal
condition. His physician, Doetor S. W. Schaofer, is very much
encouraged, focls confident of his ultimate recovery, and ex-
pects him to be ablo tc got baek inte aetive work in the not
too distant future.

On this account I earriod out the authorization of
the Board, inferming Professcr Earle that ho would be appointed
te o pesitien cn half pay with leave of absence for a period not
30 exceed two yenrs at a salary of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000,00)
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a year during his leavo, beginning September lst, 1934.!

Of these two men Professor Mitrany's interest is primarily in
govermment, national and intermational, and Professor Earle's in
eooncmic.history. I have a list of about a dozon men in the thirties
who have given great promise and who have fortunately not yet committed
thomselves far in dealing with the complex and controversial guestions
of oconomic theory and policy. I hope vory much that by the next meeting
of the Board I may be able to suggest an additional person tec be added
to the two whom we have already sppointed. There will be no difficulty
in securing codperation on the part of the most distinguished Europeans
in the field which the new school covers. I think that without exception
the men, with whom I spoke, thought that the conception upon which we
are proceeding is sound and important. Everything now turns upon the
choice of the proper individual cr individuals.

I shall at a later moment in the meeting submit resclutions
covering the points, on which I have briefly touched in this report.

I suggested in my last report that I should elso like to
establish a nucleus in the field of the humanities. This field is one
in which it is not difficult te procure at this time men of outstanding
importance and ability. I am simply waiting for general financial
stability and improvement before making concrete recommendations te
the Board in respect te the beginning of a humanistic school.

The question of a site and building has been under consideration
more or less actively ever since the Institute was founded. An early
decision was rendered unnecessary by the gonerosity with whieh Prineceton
University has shared with the School of Mathematics its facilities
in that subject. Meanwhile, I had a leisurely opportunity to think
on the ground last yoar. I cannot say that I have yet reached any

conclusion which I am prepared to submit to the Beard for consideration.
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In respect to building, two diametrically opposed decisions may
lead to equally satisfactory results. For cxample, Fino Hall is a per-
foct ombedimont of mocademic purpose. It adjoins the laboratories of
physics and chomistry. It affords quiet as well as every possible
facility for codperation, and it contains a library, which, so I am
told, is idoally adapted to its ends. If cne knew Fine Hall cnly,
cne would be apt to conclude that, as ocach school is started, it should
have its own Fine Hall. Yet at the othor cnd of the scale, procisely
opposite conditicns are capable cof yiclding extraordinarily gocd rosults.
I was myself a student at the Johns Hopkins University when the Uni-
versity was situated in two converted boarding-houses on Howard Street
in Baltimore, There it was located for the two decades, during which
it was the most influontial educaticnal institution that this country
possessod, Everything was improvised - offices, library, and labora-
tories, The University was made in spite of all shortcomings in the
way of buildings and equipment by the brilliant work and wonderful
coBperative spirit of tho men. I have recently read an address by
Sir Joseph J. Thomson, Mastor of Trinity College, Cambridge, England,
regarding his own oducation at Owens College, Manchester, from which I
quote as follows:

'In those days the college was a house in which Cobden
had lived; it was by no means large and we werec much cramped
for space. The lectures cn engineoring were given in what had
been the stable, and the drawing office was a converted hay loft.
But though the building was so poor, few universities hawe had
such o brilliant staff of professors. There was Balfour Stewart
for physics, Roscoe for chemistry, Osborne Reynolds for engineer-
ing, Thomas Barker for mathematies, W, Crawford Williamson, the
great paleco-botanist, James Bryce, wheo was afterwards ambassador
to tho United States, Adclphus Ward, the historian, who afterwards
became Mastor of Poterhouse, and Stanley Jewons, the politiecal

economist,?

My conclusion, therofore, is that, whoreas in due time, as sue-

cessive schools are established, we shall try to provide thom with
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facilities to make colperaotion easy, cur great task at the present
moment is the finding of men. For, while the men can get on without
buildings, the building is futile without the men. If they can be
combined, as they arc combined at Fine Hall, results should be ob-
teined that are as nearly ideal ns is pessible under human conditions.
I think I may say in conclusicn with all modesty that wherevor I
went in Europc the fact of the existence of the Institute was known and
that its possible scope and its present and future importance were ap-
preciated. While we have done absolutely nothing te procure publieity,
tho quality of the staff and the students has already within the pericd

of a single year made the institution widely and honorably known,"

Mr. Hardin, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that the

report of the Treasurer would cover the subject of finance.

The report of the Treasurer was distributed and, on motion, was

accepted and orderecd to be placed on file.
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The Director called attention to Miss Sabin's favorable report \
rogarding the physical conditiocn of Prefessor Edward Mead Earle. $

On meoticn, Professor Earle was made a professor in the School cof |
Economies and Politics and was granted leave of absence for the yecar 1934-
1935 at half pay, viz., Five thousand Decllars ($5,000.00), with the understanding

that, if nccessary, this leave would be renewed on the same terms for one yoaf

from September 1, 1935.
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On the suggestion of tho Dircctor the Trustoes considored methods
to be pursued in starting the School of Econcmies. The consensus of opinien
scemed to indiecate that the Schecol should bo started modestly and as promptly
as possible with a small nucleus of young and promising men of unusual intellectual
endowment who would be cnabled to work without pressurc for results.

Mr. Frankfurter hcld that the social sciences cught tc be viewed in
scmewhat tho same light as law. He thought that the analogy to the progross
which had been made in the medical seionces likely tc be misleading and that the
confusion in the roalm of eccnomies and polities was due to the faet that there
had been too little disinterostedness in their pursuit. He suggested, fer
example, that the soc=-called principles cr laws of eccnomics ought to be ex~-
amincd in the light of their origin and that it would prcbably be found that
they criginnted out of the pressure of contcmporary phenomena. Something
might, hc thought, be gaincd if small groups were brought tegether for limited
periods in the hope of uncovering and defining the real problems. Ho was cer-
tain that nothing could be gaincd if an inharmonious group were assemblod and
instrueted merely tc "rescarch".

Mr. Stowart omphasized the importance of an carly start with ycoung
men, the question of whose future relationship to the Institute could be deter-
mined by their achiovements from time tc time, and Mr. Veblen suggested that
grants-in-aid, such as those now given in the School of Mathomaties, would prewe
an oxcellent way cf bringing men cof promising ability tc the Institute to work
for a yoar cr longer without permanently dotaching them from their posts unless
they developed unusual capacity. It scemed to be agreed that with the exception
of & small pormanent nucleus it weuld be unwise to makc many additional appointments
for terms of three or five yoars which would inwlve the resignation and withdrawal
cf men from their own institutions and thereby impair the freedom of the Institute

in dealing with them.
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Mr. Frankfurter thought that the director's ob-
servations on the proposed school of politics and economics
stated the dilemma inherent in grappling at once fruitfully
and honestly with the problems of society as an intellectu-
al pursuit. All talk about science in comnnection with the
so-called social sciences is misleading if we mean anything
more than the temper of mind which seeks to be as objective
and as disinterested as possible and unconcerned with im-
mediate reforms and the practical settlement of day-to-day
social problems. Essential to this temper of mind is aware-
ness of the biases, the predilections in which all of us
are implicated and the unconscious deflections of which we
can only guard against by consciousness of them. In a word,
in dealing with social problems, that is the whole field of
politics in its broad sense, we must endeavor to pursue pure-
ly intellectual ends, at the same time that we are concerned
with the most controversial issues of our time.

For disinterestedness in the sense of abstract po-
litical problems is to the extent that it is attainable alto-
gether futile. It is highly significant that the great con-
tributions to political science were all contemporaneous docu-
ments, that is, they dealt with the contentious issue of their
time and were directed towards the promotion of definite po-
litical views or goals. Hobbes, Locks, Montesgquieu, the Fed-

eralist, all were, as it were, contributions not in abstracto

buat in the context of their time, and of course the same is

true of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations.
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And so in our time we must deal with issues which,
however scientifically framed, are emnmeshed in an emotional
matrix. In this field we are largely still dealing with slo-
gans. These slogans undoubtedly express truths or desires
relevant to the time of their origin. These partial truths
were then generalized into universals, as is the way of man,
and were floated down the tide of tradition, so as to become
in themselves powerful forces in men's thinking and actilon.
To that extent I do not think it is helpfui to suggest that
political science today is comparable to clinical medicine.
After all, despite all the obstinacy of tradition that en-
counters the pioneer in medicine as in all other fields of
human endeavor, in any event the obstructions that meet the
medical scientist are not those pervasive and permeating
emotions and presuppositions that are the very air and in-
terest of man's economic and social life.

And so I believe that the most hopeful mode of
attack, if we are to be true ﬁo the spirit of science in
the field of politics, is historical. 3By that I mean a
painstaking and pertinacious endeavor tc analyze the fight-
ing slogans and the rallying cries that give rise to mass
loyalties. For all our current terms like "individualism"
and "regimentation" and the "profit motive" have a history,
were born out of a particular environment or a defined state
of society and have been carried over to environments quite

different from that of their origin. This means not only
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history in the ordinary sense of the term, for adequate his-
tory implicates psychological, statistical and legal factors
indispensable to a just understanding of economic and politi-
cal institutions.

In politics, unlike mathematics, there are no half
dozen or three or four recognized great men whom one can col-
lect into a great faculty of polities. Mr. Frankfurter thought
that the great men must be made, as it were, that the Insti-
tute must turn to youngish people and develop them through
their actual pursuit under favoring circumstances of problems
in politics of major moment. To this end it is impo}tant to
bring together a group of people who will have a certain har-
mony of purpose and more or less common conception of the
task to be pursued. For one cannot bring together a group
of individuals not selected with relation to one another and
expect a harmonious interplay of minds. To that end it seemed
desirable to Mr. Frankfurter if possible to invite a promising
collection of political scientists and economists for a long
enough period, say half a year or a year, for purposes of in-
tensive discussion of what the problems of political science
are and how they are to De pursued in the hope that thereby

the desirable group of distinction will reveal itself.



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

7Zon¢: //""7’ A0 7. ( g . ; :,(,

2200 NORTH TEJON STREET

COLORADO SPRINGS . __
COLORADO 3o L/‘—“»*ﬁ—v /73

Ao, Zeo

IC-}:.._.M--..-,,=..¢,......_...7 m‘/k‘"_:._‘.c..du S . ]

J oy ia s fmel
S WS g i M .
7 A g Fm et At e e e

= — “M—M‘%"\‘“&_—_‘ MM

'ﬁ"‘"‘“ : see SE e e iy e
"'"’J""7 ~FEE TG0 foom, :
- :E 24-—-7;‘“‘““‘—.’ i .
o T /741‘5—_./1622-,‘2;::#__‘-

—_—

4...7‘._.,__7"_ F ,
E‘.g-.‘.:.—l_—', \_0/‘“ :. LY S b

st D lapiratins s Spniits, v I "

gy o innmny F o ARk 50 e an fomasca



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

y ’-4.._4__,..'., .9....__:.“-2:.‘.1,;,.( A iy Rl it
I i g
g, T, ey ot Fom Pl B 2 BT S
o 744:.,5.“—;4-—.. -z—- ﬂ-—-«-e-—-;,——/—.?:.d—&t?’t.
‘gf‘_,,,-._..a_.7‘-¢7s.‘.._f____ “Nwﬁ‘
Jor & et % T~ 4‘....__,:.(_........1474-47_




Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

2200 NORTH TEJON STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS

COLORADO o ¢f?:_.:.,« /G324t

Iy e V. Sy

A€ 3. -Q«---.—c.d-&_ﬂ-- e o 47,..4“.‘_4
et ) ket AT Rt oy B Do iz
&4.._7’ )92-.‘_«__ 4-.4__.___-4.4434:__—__41 )Z
?—-—-41..

&L o:n%_,.f-_—-‘__ L s el



Records of the Of of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERBERT H. MAASS OFFICE EDCAR 8. BAMBERGER
Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET e
WALTER W. STEWART L Rt T
Vice-Chairman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY S
Treasurer JHESR -
ALANSON B, HOUGHTON
IRA A. SCHUR

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS

FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R. SABIN
Secretary WALTER W, STEWART
ESTHER §. BAILEY PERCY 5. STRAUS
Assistant Secretary 0SWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED
F ot
ABRAHAM FLEXNER S ep tember 26, 1934
; < 4 LIFE TRUSTEES
Director of the Institute

LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

Professor Edward Mead Eprle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

My dear Professor Earle:

I am sending you herewith check of
the Institute for Advanced Study for $416.66, your
salary for the month of September, 1934,

Very truly yours,

. S Gaz

Assistant Secretary

P.S.

If in future you wish me to deposit your salary
checks to your credit in your New York bank, I shall
be happy to do so, notifying you regarding each deposit.
This is done for the Director and for many of the
pl'ofessorﬁ. E.S.B.
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Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERBERT H. MAASS OFFICE EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET s it
WALTER W. STEWART ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Vice-Chusraman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
SAM UEL D. LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHX R, HAMIN
Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
IKA A. SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R. SABIN
Secretary WALTER W. STEWART
ESTHER S. BAILEY i

OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER Septanber 25, 1934

Director of the Institute

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUTS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

~ A”  Dear Ed
. | 4 Mrs, Bailey has just shown me the enclosed

v check, the first, I hope, in a long series, which you
will receive from the Institute, and I also hope that it
won't be very long before the amount is twice as large.
I cannot tell you how happy I am to take this step. I
am not yet ready to make any announcement, but that
need not interfere with any of our private satisfactions.

I have been pretty busy since landing what with
seeinz members of the faculty and catchinz up with my mail.
Now I am leaving at the close of the day and am going to
stop at Miss Fine's School on my way home to catch a glimpse
of Beatrice and Robin,

With 211 good wishes,

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward Mead Earle ?: f
2200 YNorth Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRI N R, B (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
Chairman =

HERBERT H. MAASS OFFICE EDCAR 5. BAMBERGER
Fice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXIS CARREL

WALTER W. STEWART ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Fice-Chairman PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY FELIX FRANKFURTER

JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF CABLE ADDKESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY o e
Treasurer ALANSOXN 5. HOUGHTON
IEA A. SCHUR SAMUEL D. LEIDESDOSF
Assistant Treasurer HERNERT H. MAASS
FRANK AYDELOTTE FLORENCE R. SAZIN
Secretary WALTER W. STEWART
ESTHER 5. BAILEY September 19, 1934 PERCY S. STRAUS

OSWALD VEBLEN

Assistani Secretary LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LIFE TRUSTEES
Director of the Institute LOUTS BAMBERGER

Dear Ed: M. FELIX FULD

I returned from Europe a few days ago with a list of possibilities in
the general field of economies and polities, and yesterday I had an interview re-
garding some of them with Walter Stewart, who is my main adviser. I have, however,
not yet settled on any particular person, for the ground is uncertain and ticklish
and I want, if possible, to avoid making any mistake.

I have seen Dr., Sabin, and I also met Beatrice at Mt, Kisco where I spent
the week-end with Ben and Mary, both of them in excellent health. Beatrice is
looking wvery well and is, I suspect, handling her job with her usual efficiency.
She and Miss Sabin told me of the little upset, and Miss Sabin assured me that,
while it involved a slight delay, it was of no particular significance.

While I hope that you will see Princeton next autumn, I don't want you
to feel that you are bound to do ite The great thing is that, when you get there,
you should be well, It won't matter much either to you or to us whether it is a
few months earlier or later. You need have no fear as to your status. When we
make or print the announcement regarding the School of Politics and Economies, I
shall list you as a professor and I shall not empky even the phrase,"on leave of
absence". I shall treat you like a well man, and I went to create in the minds
of everybody the feeling that you are a well man. I don't believe we ought to
meke an announcement of any kind, however, until a nucleus has been assembled, and
thus far you and Mitrany are the only persons regarding whom I am clear, but before
the winter meeting of the Board I hope to have one or two other fish on my string,
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and that will suffice for an initial announcement. Nothing will be done
respecting the anmuity until you yourself direct me to proceed.

I am returning Beard's letter., He is a glorious person, and I have
wished many, many times that he were ten or fifteen years younger.

I will not try to call you up, because I am afraid that a long distance
conversation may be too much of a strain, but if such is not the case, I will be
glad to do it if you will let me know,

¥rs, Bailey thinks I have a decent photograph which will be suitable
for your rogues' gallery. I shall send it to you when I get to Princeton.

‘I am glad that you are re-reading Adam Smith, If only we can
manufacture a modern Adam Smith in the next five or tem years, we will have made
a tremendous contribution to the clarification of ecom omie thinking. I brought
back with me from England & volume on the economie sitwua tion by Professor Robbins
of the London School of Economies. Yould you care to read it? If so, I shall
send it to you.

With all good wishes, in which all the members of the family join,

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward M.Earle -
2200 North Tejon Street //‘
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB
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i have at last reached Paris, having survived the cure at Castein and the g
after-cure at iix-les-Bains, the latter rendored tolerable by the presence of Tom Jomes -ru,'

and Mr, Boldwin, with whom I passed meny pleasant and interesting hours,
~ b Ly
I aw eending n fow notes just prior to sailing on the Olympic on Soptember 6

I sm plad to know that you comtimue to improve, that you hawe ebsolute assu- 7 'i
rance that there is no intestinal difficulty of the kind that might be feared, and I am |
Il.

|
gratificd to know thst the fapdad leilway continves to find e market, \

end fovorish, thouph 1 believe the memory of the war is so keen and fresh that no pation

2
I loave Lurope this time with a sense of some rolief, Fverything is shaky
§s likely to do any deviltry very soon again, . On the other hand, I aw mystified by the

doings at Washington, and I cannot but feel that e proup of able and unrrejudiced minds

may by devoting themselves to the economic problems of the United States meka = really
important contribution to the subject,

J

I bad a delightful letter from Seatrices I em mot roiop to try to amswor i€,
for I eshell be seeing her coon, Ihen you write, give her m- love end tell her that of
course I shall be daliqhted to help her at Princeton in any possible way, &

Write me to Princeton and let me know how you are doing,. g

i —— e e

3
“ith a1l good wishes to you and Beatrice and Robin from us all, 4 P’

"~ Ever affectiomately,

Professor Hdvard i, Barle L =k
2200 North Tejon Street : pHAnE K
Colorado Springs, Colorado

v f 5 J ' . _'" ¥
| fa,;jé
| APsEgB e

v
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July 22, 1974

peny LAs

Since I dioctated the above, I have received
your two letters of July 10, 1 am as happy as you
and Beatrice about your coming to the Imnstitute when-
ever it is perfecily safe for you to come, I should
prefer if you would postpone rriting Niss Gildersleove
until I return to the States in September and have -
noces: to the mimutes, Then I ean send you a i
transeript of the resolution passed by the Boards As
I recall it, the resolution read that you were appointed —
to a full professorship at a salury of 110,000 a year, e A
provided Miss Sab'n made m favorable report which she i
has done, that you have leav: of absence on half
salary, beginning S:ptember 1, 1954, and that this
leave can be remewed, if neceoassary, for a second yrar.

1Y % .
ot ." 3..— F ' _“;i fn
& .

The professorships are all indefinite ap-
pointments, The retiring -ﬁa is 65, which ecan be
extended by mtual consen' of the professors snd the
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trustesss Thus we have an olement of elestioity,
Hean-hile, the Ematttute an? the professors each ‘
poy 55 monthly of the salary into the Teschers Insurance
and Anmity Association, which {s the basis of the -
retirins allomnoe, Of coursc, the totel sum paid

in by both parties is the preperty of “he professor

80 thet in oase he resipgne from the 'netitite the ecou-
mlations in the Teachers Anmuity fun? helong %o him,

As to your field,I am more and more con= .
vi.mod after eonferences vi;h Talter Stewert, vho was
once at Amherst and subseuently orgmmized the resesrch
bureeu for the Feders] Roserve Boerd and who wae hiopddf
adviser to the fank of ‘ngland and is now as Trustee of
the Institute deeply interested in this subject, and
oimilar confeorences with everybody of importance in
Bnglend and in Amorica that, nhatever mey be the truth
or the right about econcmies, the world wants a fresh |
approach from w.wrious points of view, [for obvious !
reasons we shall have to find young men for this wori.
By way of self=protection we chall have to pet a man

of firsterate intellectusl ability vho imows economics
a8 one membor of the group, and I hawve tro or three
such persons in mind, from whom I hops =e can make a
choieo this autumn, 1 hope that you can develop the
historie side and perhaps ultimately with pertioular
roforence to certain problems that ere charncteristical
Amorican, as, for example, the dispesition of our publia
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/ lands, oto.

I am wlso s xious tiut the group should
contain one or two foreigners because economios, unlike
mathematios, is not the same for all countries, 1 have

*  in mind for the subjeet of political theory in Zuronean
politios David Hitrany, who is, in the opinion of Shot-
wel) and others ~hom 1 have consulted, probably the best
equipped person, obtainable - well ¢roined,to begin with,
in Berlin snd London, speeking Muently =11 modsrn
lang ages of any importance, and a real cosmopolitan,

. I think you 411 have grect pleasure in your sontact

e With him, in so far aes you keep up vour Enropesn inter-

sgta, '

“hen we have found the economist, ss I hope
we shall in the eutumn, ! will ;ive you abundant eppor-
tunity to communlcate vith &iss Gildersleevs to whom,

I agree with you in thinking, you owe ewvery possible
consideration, but I am certain that she 111 welcome
the chanpe for you from a mainly teaching post to a
ma ‘uly resecrch post und from a lurpge clty . to the spa=
eiousness snd quiet of Prineeton where Beatrias will
also be happily enpaged,

1 may also add that in working out the
s .bject of economic theory and history and American
economic history you will find constamt oppertunity
for inguiring into “he international mapects of the
whole subject, for it is more mnd more obvious tlmt
ne courntry lends an economiocelly iseolated life,

1 realize that the sort of program vhich T
have wiruely outlined is to be regarded as tentativ-
and that evory echolar must work out his orn salwmiilon,
and I want you to reelise ‘hat there is mo sush thing
as hatte in the woabulary of the Institute, [lspecially
durlog the next gounle of years on assount of your physieal
con'ition you oupght to put absolutely no pressure upon
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yourself intellectually, It »il} undoubtedly take
you time to {'ind yourself in a fisld thet is somewhet
different, though not new to you, If you need supe
geetions as to readihpg, rersons like Tpgwell may be
helpful, but as to that use rour omm judgment, The
great thing is that we chould Lring together in the
field of ecomomics rnd politics a grovp of ren of
firsterate intellectual ability vho can each worlk out
his own probl-ms with such benefit se he may derive
from easy contact with his fellows, /e appear to have
Aone that in mathematios, thourh 1 shall wvmnt another
year's experience before I do much crowing - and I do
not expeet ‘0 crow even then,

I em perfectly well, but tired, Ele'nor
is staying on in England visiting friends, |Irs, Baile
is going to the i'yrenees for her vacation. Anne and
I po to Badpastein in Austria, just acrose the Austrier
border for a month.

1 should be glad to hear from you, but
don't bother to ~rite much, 1y addres: while I am
abrosd wil) be c/o “ockefe!ler Foundation (see page 2
of this letter).

Th: formal letter, vhich you sugpest, I shal
write as soon as I return to Frinceton.

Ever affectiomately, : ‘

«Ss Institute sa‘!arioumwf n 'M':M&h. A
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HoTrtEL MIRABEAU
2 RUE DE LA PAIX
PARITS

1e1 | CENTRAL O30 = 0531
TEL liouves o 51

Desr Ed:

On reaching Paris today I found a letter
from Miss Sabin which gave me the keenest delight.
She reports that you are getting on splendidly and
that you are expecting shortly to be able to begin
onee more to use your feet.

She was, as she told you, authorized %o
inform you of the arrangement regsrding the appointment
and salary, though we shall make no public announcement

at present. I feel sure that & group of youngsters,
0s2 minds are open, can mske a fresh start in eco-
nomies if they are not hustled, as none of you will
be. Above all, take your time now and allow nothing
either mental or vhysical to interfere with your re-
COVEry. Time doesn't matter, as far as we are con-
cerned, The great thing is that vour patience shall
be ultimately rewarded, so that you will have an
opportunity for the use of vour superb mind,

Amme joins me in affectionate greetings
to you both. . -

. If I knew her address, I should write
Beatrice, but you ean send her this letter of mine.

Professor Edward M. Earle
2200 No. T=jon Strest
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Perhaps you wouldn't mind dropping me

a card c/b Rockefeller Foundation, 20 Rue de La Baume,
Peris (8), France, letting me lmow how vou are.

Ever affectionately,

il
L o

AF:ESB

July 22, 1934
Dear Ed:

Since I dictated the above, I have received
your two letters of July 10. I am as happy as you
and Beatrice about your coming to the Institute when-
ever it is perfectly safe for you to come. I should
prefer if you would postpone writing Miss Gildersleeve
until I return to the States in September and have
sccess to the minutes. Then I can send you a
transeript of the resolution passed by the Board. As
I recall it, the resolution read that you were appointed
to a full professorship at a salary of ;10,000 a year,
provided Miss Sebin mede a favorable report which she
has done, that you have leave of absence on half
salary, beginning September 1, 1934, and that this
leave can be renewed, if necessary, for a second year.

The professorships are all indefinite ap-
pointments. 'he retiring age is 65, which can be
extended by mutual consent of the professors and the
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trustess, Thus we have an element of elasticity.
Meanwhile, the Institute and the professors each

pay 97 monthly of the salary into the Teachers Insurance
and Anmmity Association, which is the basis of the
retiring allowance. Of courss, the total sum paid

in by both parties is the property of the professor

so that in case he resigns from the Institute the accu-
miletions in the Teachers Ammuity fund belong to him.

As to your field,I am more and more con-
vinced after conferences with Walter Stewart, who was
once at Amherst and subseguently organized the research
bureau for the Federal Reserve Board and who was Ameriean
adviser to the Bank of England and is now as Trustee of
the Institute deeply interested in this subject, and
gimilar conferences with everybody of importance in
Enpgland and in America that, whatever may be the truth
or the right about economies, the world wants a fresh
approach from various points of view. For obvious
reasons we shall have to find young men for this work.
By way of self-protection we shall have to get a man
of first-rate intellectual ability who knows economics
as one member of the group, and I have two or three
such nersons in mind, from whom I hope we can make a
choice this autumn. I hope that you can develop the
historic side and perhaps ultimetely with particular
reference to certain problems that are characteristically
American, as, for example, the disposition of our public

lands, stc.

I am also anxious that the group should
contain one or two foreigners because economies, unlike
mathematices, is not the same for all countries. I have
in mind for the subject of political theory in European
polities David Mitrany, who is, in the opinion of Shot-
well and others whom I have consulted, probably the best
equipped person obtainable - well trsined,to begin with,
in Berlin and London, speaking fluently 211 modern
languages of any importance, and a real cosmopolitan,.

I think you will have great pleasure in your contact
with him, in so far as you keep up your European inter-
ests.

When we have found the economist, as I hope
we shall in the autumn, I will give you abundant oppor-
tunity to communicate with «iss Gildersleeve to whom,

I agree with you in thinking, you owe every possible
considerstion, but 1 am certain that she will welcome
the change for you from a mainly teaching post to a
mainly research post and from a large city to the spa-
ciousness and quiet of Princeton where Beatrice will
also be happily engaged.

I may also add that in working out the
subjeet of economic theory end history and American
economic history you will find constant opportunity
for inguiring into the internstional aspects of the
whole subjeet, for it is more and mors obvious that
no country leads an economically isolated life,

I realize that the sort of program which I
have vapuely outlined is to be regarded as tentative
and that every scholar must work out his own salvation,
and I want you to realize that there is no such thing
as haste in the vocabulary of the Institute. Especially
during the next couple of years on account of your physice
coniition you ought to put absolutely no pressure upon
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yourself intellectuslly. It will undoubtedly take
you time to find yourself in a field that is somewhat
different, though not new to you. If you need sug-
gestions as to reading, persons like Tugwell may be
helpful, but as to that use vour own judgment. The
greast thing is that we should bring together in the
field of economies snd polities a group of men of
first-rate intellectual ability who can each work out
his own problems with such benefit as he may derive
from easy contact with his fellows. Ve appear to have
done that in mathematics, thoupgh I shall want another
year's experience before I do mach crowing - and I do
not expect to crow even then.

I am perfectly well, but tired. Elesnor
is staying on in Englend visiting friends. Mrs. Bailey
is going to the Pyrenees for her wvaeation. Anne and
I go to Badgastein in Austria, just across the Austrian
border for a month.

I should be glad to hear from you, but
don't bother to write much. 1y address while I am
abroad will be c/b Rockefeller Foundation (see page 2
of this letter).

The formal letter, which you suggest, I shall
write as soon as I return to Frinceton.

Ever affectio?ifely,
.+

P.B. Institute salaries are paid at end of month. A.F.
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2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colo.
July 10, 1934

Dear Abe:

By this time you have probsbly heard from Dr. Sabin, who was here
last Thursdey. She saw Dr. Schaeffer and I believe Dr. Webb and received
from them assurances that, barring some unforeseen contingency, we might
reasonably expect my return to the East in the aubumm of 1935. She then
brought me the good news that you were now in a position to offer me
definitely ean eppointment with the Institute. I cammot tell you how happy
it made us all, for it seemed as if at last there might be a turn in this
long difficult road. I also cannot tell you how grateful I em to you for
your continued loyealty and confidence; they have meant more to me, I think,
then almost any other single friendship in the last eight years.

I am afraid you will find the enclosed letter very formal and
formidsble. It was not intended to be either. I have written it for two
reasons: First, because I felt perhaps you would want something of the sort
for your records and, second, because we were all so excited when we talked
over the appointment that I em afreid we were a little incoherent at times.

As you know, I have never resigned from Barnard and Columbia. As
soon as I hear from you that I understood everything correetly, I shall write
to Miss Gildersleeve, who will, I am confident, be enthusiastic about the
prospects for work with you. I hope she will be sorry that I am leaving
Barnard as I am sorry to sever a tie with her which always has been most
cordial. But, as you know, my work really lies in more advanced research and
teaching., In addition to that the opportunity to work with you means more to

me then anything else.

Dr. Sabin suggested that until I had an opportunity to hear from
Miss Gildersleeve it would be a necessary courtesy to withhold announcement
of my appointment to the Institute. If it seems agreeable to you perhaps a
definitive public statement might be made upon your return in the autumn;
thus letting my friends know that I am still alive and not yet on the shelf.
I know, however, your desire to ward off publicity and I em willing to leave
this entirely in your hands.

Not the least pleasant of Dr. Sebin's instructions was that I could
buy at the expense of the Institute any books which might seem to me to be
useful. Needless to say I shall use this privilege with discretion and shall
retain all books so purchased for the Imnstitute library, with the exception of
a few which I might conceivably wish to mark for reference purposes.

As for my work, I understand that eventually you will wish me %o
be active in the field of economics. Would you mind, however, for the present
if I went at the matter from en historicael point of view—that is to study
economic history end the history of economics. I feel something like a man
vho is at the mouth of Chesapeake Bay in a rowboat with instruetions to
explore all the head-waters. Sometimes I may not seem to be making very
rapid progress and sometimes I may seem to be going aroumd in cireles, but I
shall be trying to reach a definite objectiwe nevertheless., I have had so
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rich and varied a training in the field of American foreign relations that
it occurs to me thet some of my work mey be directed along the line of
studying American international poliecy. I wonder whether you will agree
that such may be the case.

All of the above soundsvery long-winded but it really carries
beneath the surface a very profound appreciation of the opportunity which
lies before me and also a very deep affection for youe.

Beatrice left for the East this afternoon, happy in the prospect
of her new work and enthusiastic about its possibilities.

I dislike to break into your summer holidey with any business
but I am sure that you would want me to write you as soon as possible.

With best love to you and Anne,

As always,

%

Dr. Abraham Flexmer

In care of Rockefeller Foundation
20 Rue de la Baume

Paris, France
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2200 Horth Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colo.
July 10, 1934

Dr, Abraham Flexmer, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

My dear Dr., Flexmer:

Dr. Florence Sabin called on July 6 and on authority of
your Board of Trustees offered me a professorship in history in
The Institute for Advanced Study. I am, of course, deeply
-appreciative of the honor and gladly accept, subject to my re-
lease from Barmard College and Columbia University.

If I understood Dr. Sebin correctly the conditions of
the appointment are to be about as follows:

1. I am to be nemed professor in the Institute at a
salary of ten thousend dollars per annum,

2. The appointment is to be effective September 1, 1934.
During the academic year 1934 to 1935, however, I am to be on leave
of absence at half the regular stipend. We all anticipate, of
course, that I shall be able to return East in the autumm of 1535;
but if by any unhappy chance I should be unable to take up residence
in Prineeton at that time, the leave of absence will be extended
under the same conditions.

3. Nothing was said about tenure and I presume the usual
academic standerds will prevail.

Am I correct in all of this? If so I should be happy to
heve your confirmation to that effect.

Sineerely yours,

EME:GD
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WALTER W. STEWART

FELIX FRANKFURTER
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Fice-Chairman JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
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Treasurer ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
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FREANK AYDELOTTE

Secretary
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Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY 5. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

New York City
June 9, 1934

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

Dear Mrs, Forsyth:
You must excuse my failure to reply more promptly to your charming
note of 5una'6th.

5w )
received a'ldpng distance message which made it imperative for me to come to
& \

I was called to Washington a week ago, and while there

New York imd?ﬂ}ately and to sail for Europe just as soon as I could get my
affairs in shape.

Meanwhile Mrs., Earle telephoned me and told me how charming and kind
you and your associates had been and how happy she is in the prospect of her
work at Miss Fine's School., I was also delighted to hear from Mrs. Bailey that
she had met some of the teachers at Martha's Kitchen and that they had spoken
with the greatest enthusiasm of their contact with Mrs. Earle and of the address -
if I remember correctly - which Mrs. Earle made at the Commencement. I feel sure
that the school is now headed by & person of really first-rate intelligence,
extraordinary integrity, high ideals, and great skill in everything that pertains
to personal relationships. lirs. Earle is not technically a school mistress, but
I regard this as altogether in her favor. You will, I think, find that she will
proceed slowly, so as to make sure, before she makes any recommendation or acts.
She will pick up the technical details with rapidity, and she will always remain

a lovely, charming, and wise human being.
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When, in the course of a year, her husband comes to Princeton,
the school will really benefit, because she will have et her right hand one
of the wisest and ablest men I know.

As far as I am concerned, I have now a personal interest in the
success of the school which I might otherwise have been long in developing,
and I will consider it a privilege to help you and your associates, if you will
allow it, as far as I possibly can, without interfering in any wise.

Mrs, Flexmer and our elusive daughter join me in greetings to you
and your husband and children. We shall see you in the early fall, and I trust
that we shall see more of you next year than last. I saw Jean in Washington.

She is as busy as can be with her work and extremely happy in it. She asked
about vou and wishes to be remembered to you.
With all good wishes,
Sincerely your friend,
t {,_ A '176lL~LuLA\/”

! . I & ¥ s
by a A &7 J ¥
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Vice-President ALEXIS CARREL
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ALANSON B. HOUGHTON ABRAHAM FLEXNER
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2 o 4 LEWIS H. WEED
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Instilute
Dear Ed:

I have your note of the 22nd. Since then Beatrice has come, seen,
and conquered, at any rate, as far as the Committee on Nominations is concerned,
and I suspect that the Board will confirm the recommendation of this Committee.
I have really never seen Beatrice to better adventage than in conference with
Mrs. Forsyth. She was restrained, wise, modest, and yet showed a quick compre-
hension of the kind of problem she would have to deal with,

I am mailing you this morning a prospectus of the New School for
Social Research in the field of Politiecal and Social Science. I shall finish
Weber's book tonizht and mail it to you tomorrow. It is a perfectly awful
translation by a Harverd man, who apparently was afraid to put Weber's ponderous
German into lucid English, which could have been easily done by an accomplished
translator. Weber himself, as I learned long ago, is one of the most stimulating
men in Germany in his field. I am also going to send to you Tawney's Religion

and the Rise of Modern Capitalism and Beard's The Idea of National Interest.

Don't push yourself in the matter of reading, for some of this may
be pretty hard sledding, and I feel sure that your mind ought not to get too

active., Take it in small doses, increasing as you feel yourself able to increase.
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Our summer plans are still wvague, for I have several matters that
are hung up on account of the illness of persons with whom they deal. I domn't
really yet know whether we shall be able to go to Canada, or whether I may have
to make a brief trip abroad, but I hope to get the thing settled within the next
week or ten days. Meanwhile, there will always be samebody at 20 Nassau Street,
and mail will be forwarded to wherever I am.

With all good wishes, in which Anne joins,

Ever affectionately,
.o

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/MCE .
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LOUIS BAMBERGER FRANK AYDELOTTE
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MRS. FELIX FULD ICO-EAST 4ZnT STREET LOUIS BAMBERGER
Vice-President PR — ALEXIS CARREL
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Cﬁdr—m TEEIE RACORESS — JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF MRS, FELIX FULD
> Princeton, N. J. JOMN . HARDIN
IRA A. SCHUR ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
Assistant Treasurer HERBERT H. LEHMAN
FRANK AYDELOTTE SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Secretary HERBERT H. MAASS
ESTHER S. BAILEY FLORENCE R. SABIN
Aussistant Secretary MW 12, 1934 PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute
Dear Ed:

I have your fine letters of May 3rd and May 8th.

Don't press either your thinking or your reading, but if you feel
that you are up to reading Weber or Rivers, let me kmow and I will send the books
to you, and, of course, we can send you anything else that you would like to read;
but once more, don't do anything that can in the slightest degree interfere with
your continued convalescence.

Many thanks for your nice words about our anonymous gift. I should
still want another million before feeling that the new school is adequately
financed, but I believe it can be obtained without great difficulty.

I have not seen Miss Sabin since she saw Dr. Schaeffer, but your
own feeling and Bee's telegram this morning that you continue to improve are the
best possible evidence.

I don't know Mr. Davies. It is too bad that he should be President
of Colorado College if he lacks scholarly interests, but don't let incidents like
this disturb your mental equilibriwm. They will continue to happen in this
country for a long time. Meanwhile, the hopeful thing is that things of the most
severe intellectual nature, like this new School of Mathematics of ours, are

widely apprecieted, both in this country and abroad.
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I remember quite clearly the Fountain Valley School. Things of that
kind have no roots and cannot last. I don't believe it is worth while to waste
even & flea on My, Harkness. He kmows how to take care of applications of this
sort.

We have had a very slow spring, as you have doubtless learmed from
others. Many of the shrubs have been stunted, but in this last week the trees have
made great progress, so that Princeton is almost at its loveliest.

The Director of the Institute for Social Research at the University
of Frankfurt on the Main was here last week. His Institute has been dismantled
by the Nazis and he and all his co-workers are scattered, some in Geneve, some
in Paris, and some in London. Their endowment seems to be safe in Amsterdem, where
they moved it in good time, but they have lost a beautiful building and, in all
probability, a library of seventy thousand books. He is thinking of settling
quietly here in Princeton for a year to write a book, the manuscript of which was
almost completed whem the Nazis confiscated it. Now he needs repose for physical
restoration and mental quiet.

1 saw Ben and Mim the other day whem I had to go to New York, and
found them both in very good shape.

I shall look forward to seeing Bee and Robin. I do hope that Bee
will land the job here.

Amne joins me in love to you =2ll,

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward Mead Earle @()‘,p
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/MCE
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' Assistant Secretary A 1 2 » 1934 PERCY §. STRAUS

LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute i el

LOULS BAMBERCER

MRS. FELIX FULD

Dear Ed:

I am sending you under separate cover a book which I have been
reading by Dean Gauss of Frinceton. I do not find the conclusion persuasive,
but the point of view seems to me - though not new = one that is very suggestive,
I wonder whether our own School of Economics and Polities could not meke a real
contribution, not so much by the study of contemporary problems of currency,
tariff or whatever, as by a philosophicel, historiecal account as to how our
present dogmas came into being., Then that is once understood one of our main
obstacles to rational social organization will have been removed.

Do you know Rivers Psychology and Folities or Weber's Protestant

Ethic? If you do mot I could send you both if you are in the mood to read
material of this sort. Do not, however, bore yourself,.

With all good wishes,

Ever sincerely,

L.~
Professor Edward Mead Earle /—7

2200 Horth Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/NCE
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Assistant Secretary PERCY §. STRAUS

LEWIS H. WEED
ADRAHAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute HONORARY TRUSTEES
LOU1S BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

Dear Ed: g

Thank you very much for your sweet note of April 18th., Our
brother's death was a great shock, though we had lmown for over a year that
it was bound to come., None the less, the snmapping of a cord like this is
always peinful and involves the difficulties of adjustment. I owe to him
more than to any humen being living, for at a time when we were poor and the
outlook of our family was hopeless he had the courage and vision to send me
to Johns Hopkins,-en act which direetly changed the course of all our lives,

I have had another conference with Hrs. Forsyth. She does not
want to put Bee to the trouble of coming here unless there is the prospect
of securing an appointment. She herself is very favorable toward her after
what she has learned from Dean Gildersleeve and from me, but she is dealing
with a committee and has to proceed warily.

We had a meeting of the Board yesterday, and there is no question
that you will receive an appointment in the School of Economics and Polities,
with leave of absence for a year, whenever the moment seems timely. I
should like you to put everything else out of your mind in order to let your

thouzhts play at your leisure = not intently emough to interfere with your
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convalescence = on the subject of economies, for I am persuaded, as are others
with whom I have talked, that we shall get nothing out of our present
economists, but may hope for real results if men with fine history training
and background, like yourself, turn their attention to the subject of economie
problems. It is not & gquestion of primsry interest or training; it is a
question of brains. Some years ago the most distinguished of English physiolo=-
gists was killed in an airplane accident. The Secretery of the Medical
Research Council took the breath away from everybody by suggesting that he
should be succeeded by A. V. Hill, who had made a brilliant start in mathematios
at Cambridge., Hill knew nothing of economies end had not even dreamed of going
into the subject. Fletcher persuaded him that Englend needed him and that he
could do it. He yielded and in five years'time won the Npbel Prize in
physiologye. I, as you know, never studied enything in the world but Greek,
but my work has led to general education, medical education, and everything
except Greek.

I hope that Robin has made a complete recovery, Anne joins me in
love to the three of you.

Ever affectionately,

v

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/3NCE
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From minutes of regular meeting April 23, 1934.

RESOLVED, That Dr. Sabin be and hereby is authorized
while in Colorado Springs in the summer of 1934 to see
Professor Edward Mead Earle and his physicians and to report
the results of her conference and observations to the Director.
It is authorized in the event that the results are favorable
to offer Professor Earle a position on half pay with leave of
absence for a period not to exceed two years at a salary of
Five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) a year during his leave,
beginning September 1, 1934.
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute

Dear Ed:

Karch 71, 1934

PERCY S. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

HONORARY TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD

I bave had a very busy week seeing people, so that I am dealing this
morning as briefly as I can with accumulated correspondence. I ought to reply,
however, to your two notes, dated March 25.

What you say in answer to the questions contained in my letter to
Bee scems to me perfectly sound, I feel sure that a trained historian, gifted
with intellectual curiosity, conld accomplish a great deal in the economic field.
Ditto: a lawyer like Frankfurter, if he will drop law. I g:?:g::t mathematicians
for the reason that you yourself mention. Yet it may be that there are certain
aspects of the field with which the right kind of a mathematician could deal
advantageously. The mathematicians in the Institute are so highly specialized
that I doubt whether they would be of much help except perhaps to criticise an
economist!s mathematics,

As to the personal point you raise, I wish you would once and for all
clear your mind of donbt. We are going to tzke you on whenever you and Dr. Webb
feel that you are equal to it, and it is mmch more important that, when you do
‘come, you should come for good than it is that you should come by any particular

date. Whenever you come, the wind will be adjusted to the shorm lambes There

is, as you will see from the last bulletin sent to you, no kind of routine. My



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

EM. Ee March 31, 1934

idea is that you would make a very gradnal start, watching yourself very
carefully, having abundant rest and a long vacation under ideal conditions.
So don't let that bother you.

I shall talk to Ben when I next see him respecting the financial
problem which faces us in the near future,

I still have traces of that infernal tonsillectomy, and the weather
has been so damp and cold that my neuritis is still worrisome, but I am
undoubtedly better in spite of the successive setbacks (Is there such a word?)
which come with every lapse into cold, damp weather,

Give our love to Bee and Robin, and believe me

Ever affectionately,

(i

Professor Edward M, Farle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorade

AF:ESB
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Sunday evening
25 Harch 1934

I have given a good deal of thought to the guestions you raise
in yowr note of the 16th. I agree with you:

l. That, without any exception of whieh I know, our present-day
economists are not by training or experience or results likely to contribute
much to the solution of the present-day world-wide confusiom. Also they have
sacrificed their claim to public eonfidence and are not likely to receive much
of a hearing either in the world of actiom or the world of scholarship.

2. That a well-trained mind, free from preocccupation, is fairly
adaptable to the investigation of the problems of the day. Economies is no
fearful and wonderful mystery which is beyond the grasp of a good intellect.
Your own experiences are full of instances of men trained in one field being
brilliant successes in another.

I have confidence in the ability of a well-trained historian to
branch out into other fields. The best historians I have known are possessed
of enormous intellectual ouriosity and, at the ssme time, are properly cautious
in the appraisal of evidence. Also they are mostly men who possess the ability
to report their findings in intelligible language. (I sometimes think in this
comnection of Beard. He was originally interested in historiography. Then he
set to work on a biography of Alexander Hamilton, only to unearth material om
the Comstitution which, as you know, profoundly changed the course of historieal
and political research in imerica. IHe even made a deep impression on lawyers and
the law. But you kmow enough of his work to appraise all of this for yourself).
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A mathematieclen would, I think, have one pronownced drawback in the
field of economies. It is that he would almost certainly place too much reliance
upon the statistical method, which has been - aleng with metaphysical abstraction -
umwﬁnshd&omimlooondct. And anybody you brought to the
Institute would be sble to draw on the resowrces of your mathematiclians in any case.

Have you comsidered the possibility of an able lawyer or, rather, a
brilliant student of law? Frankfurter iz an outstanding example of what a
brillisnt legal mind ean do in ocoasiomsl vemtures into other fields. Berle, wham
you mentioned omce before, is, I imagine, too much absorbed in the day-to-dayness
of things to serve the purposes of the Imstitute.

I gather that you have practically determined on economics and polities
as the next bransh of the work of the Imstitute. Therefore, I hope sincerely that
what I have written may be of same use.

As always,
(Signed) Ed

(Edward M. Earle)



OFFICERS
ALANSON B. HOUCHTON
Charrman
HERBERT H. MAASS
Fice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer
IRA. A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHER S. BATLEY
Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute

Dear Beatrice:
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OFFICE
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CAELE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 16, 1934

TRUSTEES

FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
ALEX1S CARREL
ADRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PEECY 8. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED
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I am writing to you partly to tell you that we are well and

that my arm is on the whole distinctly better and partly to inquire about you and

Ed and Robin.
month of February, for we had one blizzard after another.
pathetic, but as yet unsuccessful, efforts to get through.

severest winter the country has experienced in 2 half century or more.

I was practically snowed in here in Princeton during the entire
The spring is making

It has been the

In the long hours when I have sat in a warm room and have had

nothing particularly to do my mind has been playing about the subject of economics

and politics.

I have the feeling that the world is at this moment a great

political-economic laboratory and that developments in this field ought to be

observed and studied with a2 more fully unbiassed mind than the economists either -

in this country or abroad possess becaunse they have all been brousht up on 2 pretiy

definite economic and politicel philosophy, and it is no easy task to rid one's self

of one's prepossessions.

I feel myself therefore at the moment a2lmost driven to

get someone who has not been trained in economics but who has shown distinct a.'bi.lity’

to enter that field,

I am writing this to you because I don't lmow whether Ed ought

to be thinking about anything so important as this at this moment.

You will be



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Mrs, Earle March 16, 1934 2

the judge as to whether to show him this letter or not. Perhaps I have been
influenced in this method of appreoach by what heppened in England shortly after
the war broke out. The most distinguished of English physiologists, Eeith Lucas,
was killed in an aeroplane accident. The guestion arose as to what would happen
to English physiology which had for so long been the most eminent physiology in
the world. Sir Walter Fletcher, a younger physiologist, had a great inspiration.
He went to a brilliant young mathematician, A. V. Hill, and suggested that he
drop mathematics, as there were mathematicians encugh in Englan;nﬁm to physi-
ology. Hill was naturally reluctant but agreed to think it over, though he had
never had any particular interest in the subject and really kmew nothing about it.
After a brief delay he accepteds He brounght his splendid mental endowment to
bear upon the subject and, mirabile dictu, within five or six years won the FNobel
Prize in physiology. He is one of the two or three most distingmished physiolo-
gists in the world today. It seems to me we ought to be able to do the same
thing with economics by getting hold of a brilliantly endowed historian or even
perhaps mathematician, If this is not too exciting a topic for Ed at the moment,
I should like to get his reaction to it, but there is no hurry.

We are all well and would have absolutely nothinz to complain of

if we could just have the assurance that the winter had packed its grip and

left.
Anne joins me in love to you all three,
Ever sincerely,
Mrs, Edward M, Earle
2200 North Tejon Street 0.5

Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB
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Dear Ldg
I was delighted with your telegram. Donft let anything exeite you.
The Institute is soins to be 2 long-lived affalr, and 4t is 2 matter of very little
importanbe J'u_lt vhen we start any partiomlar thine., Feep conl, vetuin your courage
and optimiem, and I aw perfectly mure that your fondest wishes will be realised.
Professor Einstein reached Amerieca foday, and lMayor OVBriem with an Irishe
Jewleh Coumittee walted for him at the pler =ith motoreyoles, a brass band, prominent
citizens, and Cod-inoweshateslse in the midst of a pourins rain and at eight a.m.
2t thatl  Veanvhile, I had pone to Vashington and arranged with Seeretary Hull =nd
the Treasury Department to have a motor-boat meet Pinstein at Ouarantine about six
8.m,, Geberlk him and his party, and moter them all teo Princeton. Imagine what
happened when the Westernland landed ot ®2d Ssreet, and there was no Professor
Einstein, he being in Princeton about the same time. Sam Untemyer called uy
office about four times, and Mre, Polley - lying divil that she is - professed to
Imow nothing of ny whereabonts, Therewpon he ¢alled uwp one of the Trustees in
Wew York and gave him the devil, saying that he was a» sore as a ecrab and made to
look ridiculous, to which the answer obviously was that he had brousht the thing
upon himself and had hinself and his associates to blame for their position. Them
I saw Einstelin a 11%tle later in the morning and told him the story,he shook with

langhter and glee. The rest of the day 'as been spent in repelling reporters, no
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one of whom has gotten access to Ninstein, I think I will resign as Director of the

Institute and go into the detective business, Tow about it?

Amne Joine me in love and best wishes.

i Ever affectionately,

RRAAL AM FLEANRR

Profoessor Idward llead Harle
2200 Yorth Tejon Street

Colorado Springs, Colerado
AY 3 RSB
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DR ABRAHAM FLEXNER= e e

20 NASSAU ST PRINCETON N J=

DEAR ABE NOTHING IN MONTHS HAS ENCOURAGED ME AS MUCH

AS YOUR LETTER OCTOBER TWELFTH TO HOPE THAT

I MAY BE
ABLE TO WORK WITH YOU AND

INSTITUTE WILL REDOUBLE
ALL EFFORTS FOR RECOVERY WEBB OPTIMISTIC REGARDING
IMMEDIATE AND ULTIMATE RESULTS HOPE YOUR HEALTH STEADILY

IMPROVE S AFFECTIONATELY AS ALWAYS=
ED.

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE
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ALANSON B. HOUGHTON

Chatrman gemcs
HEREERT H. MAASS 20 NASSAU STREET

Fice-Chairman

PRIN
=, CETON, NEW JERSEY

Treasurer CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

IRA. A. SCHUR

Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE

Secretary
ESTHER §. BAILEY

Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Ed:

October 12, 1933

JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON

FLORENCE E. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY §. STRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

HONORARY TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD

We had a meeting of the Board of Trusteces of the Institute on Monday,

at which for the first time the subject of the School of Economics and Eistory was

discussed., Walfer Stewart was present, and I previously had asked him to think the

thing over and give us his views. They coincided with the views which have been

gradvally maturing in my own mind, namely, that we cannot begin in economics and

history with a group of seasoned and distinguished persons as we have begun in

mathematics - Einstein, Veblen, etc., - but that we shall have to take younger men

and give them opportunity to show what is in them. So far I had cone on my own

thinking. Stewart went further. FHe made the point that, inasmuch as economiets

have almost all published things, they have committeed themselves to one form or

another of economic thinking, whereas the ecobnomic world in which we are now living

should be re-examined and not particularly from an economic point of view but from

an historic point of view. He was strongly in favor therefore of starting off in

the field of history with younger men, who would find themselves able to delve

into the economic aspects of historical study.

He is reading your book on The

Baghdad Railway and likes it very much., Miss Sabin and I both spoke of you as

having mown you from our own personal experience and as having been recommended

to us by Professor Beard, I thought you would be interested to kmow that things

are moving and that your name has actually been mentioned to the Board in commection
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with the next school which we shall organize within a reasonable period of time -
no hurry.

I hope you continue to improve. We are finding life here at Princeton
very delightful.

Did you see the account of the Institute published in the Sunday Supplement
of The Times, October 1! If not, I shall send you a copy. It was on the whole
pretty well done, although of course somewhat too?ourna}.istically for my taste. Would
you believe 1t? We have now practically twenty students in mathematics, almost
without exception persons who have reached the rank of assistant or associate professors
in this country or in Europe and who are here on leave of absence, the institutions
paying them half salary even in these hard times. That will give you some idea of
the attractive force of the mathematical group, which is really guite wonderful.

In fact, now that G8Bttingen has been wrecked by the Wazis, there is nowhere in the
world as larze and able a group of mathematicians as is formed by the combined Prince-
ton and Institute groups.

I have talked to Bee over the telephone, and I am hoping very mmch that
she and Robin will come down to spend & week-end with us in the near future,

I continme to improve, but I am not as yet equal to a full day's work.

I find that a tonsillectomy is by no means the joke which it is cracked up to be.
Luckily, my routine is a 1light one, and a few hours a day in the office is all that
is absolutely required of me now, I had to go to New York Monday for the Board
meeting, It was my only visit there, and I shall not go again for any less reason.
It is no place for a uman being,

With lots of love from Anne as well as myself,

Ever affectionately,

P.5. As

Please zive my warmest greetings to Dr. Webb.
AT,
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Dear Beeg

Many thanks for the axtrmaely helpfnl caments which you and Ed Iave
sent me. You have both had a most 1llwsinating experience which I have not had
and therefore anything that comes from you 1s 1kely to be valusble. I have
had an extraordinary ammmt of absolutely inconsistent advice. My om inclinae
tions are naturnlly with you and B4, tut seme dfstingnished scholars have ursed
me to formilate a code regulating the relations between trustecs, director,
professors, eto, I camnot help reflecting that any code that I fonmlate now
would probably be a terrible obstacle a few years hence and that no code will
restralin an wrprineipled man, who is out of sypupethy with the objects for whitth
this institution exists,

I eame to town last Friday and found *he heat axcessive. Though a
1ittle cooler today, it is ntil)l very wnecanfortable. Amne and Nleanor remain
at csmp and will, I hope, stay thers until almest October l.

Ben and Mim are back, and Ben lodks particularly well, better than
in years.

I hope that Nd contimes on the wp grade. Do let me hear from you
if only but a card every weeck or two.

With love to you all thywe,
Ever af’ectionately,

ABHAHAM FLEXNGS



(
%Mw&ewmﬂ%uw(
lfmmmrs&%m us coudduwb  Bud
e  agns ek Wy wH g suplase
. smallucs s Mﬁ&ud MW
Mdﬁ&/b’.a/ﬂm T aud o

reshng,  We  ake  Susfucis i o Sureie
[ 1Bees  ehhoiivee 4 Th M HDehot o

Uak Qebsters st Cauk  Cosporale 1 Uy sad












Records of thstm',éﬁf the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 —
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA -I

( {

\

via Burks Falls
Ontario, Canada
August 11, 1921
Dear Beatriee:

I sm sending you end Bd a confidential draft of =
report vhich T shall meke in October. I should like you to read
1% aloud to ©d, if the doctor permits, end pencil om it any sugg-etions
that he mekess It represents only one step further but shows the
ddrection in which my mind is moving. Doss thie look like e pera-
dise for scholars or nott

We continue our glorious weather here and ars ell
wall,

I spent the week-end at Chicago with my oldest
brother who is better, t¥ ough still seriously ill. "he news from
Ben and Eim is very good: Tomorrow Eleanor and Anne return. Their
letteras have been bpoyant and enthusiastic, and we ere locking forward
to a vory happy getting together party.

All of ue join in love to the three of you.

Ever affectionately,
naHAM FLEXNGS
lirs, Edward M. Barle
Cheyemne Mountein
Colorado Springs, Colorasdo
AF:ESB
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Assistant Secretary FLORENCE R. SABIN

PERCY S. STRAUS

ABRAHAM FLEXNER LEWIS H. WEED

Director of the Instituie

Dear Ed:

Your letter moved me profoundly, for I could not but admire tremendously
the calm courage and the lucid manner in which you told what mmst be confessed to
be a dreadful story; but, as you are master of yourself, I shall waste no words
in vain regrets. You have lost a year - that is the sum and substance of it -
and you have another siege before you that is not pleasant to contemplate, but
you are man enough to endure it. As Longcope and Hamman have been absolutely
candid with you, I believe you cen trust their judgment that you will come out
of this thing a sound man, As I wired you, Ben will see you tomorrow or next
day. Our teeth are set, and we are going to see this thing through, and we must
subordinate everything, in my judgment, to your welfare. Bee is a glorious
land devoted wife, and she is playing for a great stake, namely, your health and
‘yo‘u.r unified happiness and usefulness for many, many years to come. You are
both young and in the long run the sacrifice of her own immediate happiness which
Bee may have to make will weigh for little., It will shrink to a pinpoint in
.the perspective of the next thirty years.

I will not in a letter try to give any specific advice, for you and

Ben with the help of Dr. Lonscope can work out the details far better than I.

I cannot, however, but think that a new Place like Colorado would be far better
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for your spirits and for your health than a return to Saranac, You will get
more sunshine, You will be in new surroundings, you will meet new people,
and you will be in touch with persons whom you and Bee kmow out there.

As for your future, don't worry. Once restored to health, you
will be embarrassed by the positions which will be open to you. Meanwhile,
in the process of getting well you may have a tedious time, but you can make
it interesting. 7You can make it subservient to your contimmed intellectual
development,

I shall myself arrange to see you just as soon as I kmow how long
you are likely to stay in Baltimore. I have had nothing recently from Dr.
Longcope or any of his associates, but I assume that Longcope will write me.

Here is a very ammusing storyl Dr, Julius Sachs was sitting in
the Century Club yesterday next to a wvacant chair, President Butler entered,
took the chair, shook hands with Dr. Sachs, and said, "Dr. Sachs, your friend,
Abrzham Flexner, has written a brilliant book.," Mrs, Sachs told me the story
last night over the telephone. I asked her what Dr, Sachs replied. She
said that he was so flustered that he could not recall what he had said.

Anne joins me in affectionate greetings to you and in profound
admiration for your courage and clear-headedness,

Ever affectionately yours,
Q.7
Professor Edward M, Earle
Johns Hopkins Hospital
Marburg Building
Baltimore, Maryland

AFEESB
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ABRAHAM FLEXNERw«
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