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I received. ~;.:!!ost a week 360 :~our i~terestin~ lett r of the tcrrd., Dut

I had to .0 to :'eu York irectl;' thereo'"ter no ttat I wan unable to ann'.1er it, anu

;rester cane ~'0"J letter 0:: the tenth, to l111ic11 I s:.all replj' at the snme ti:ne,

I ';;U.s ver;- ::nJ.c:.. i:ltercsteJ. ~r:.ileed. ~n ;- ur cownents on the mnnoran.:~~

Fr~curter Jo:nteQ outtute is not going to staci: all its chills on one c<.r·~,"

(
h~ch I sent ~ou. ::'et me .JUt ·'our ni::>c. ab30_utel:- at rest, however. tt~e I:lst:-

in .is nemor3L.um that the grec.t contrib~tions to .olitical t~ouent l~~ been nade

.~ . I: the a~t~or 0: teat e:::o-

to econolllic Leory 10 .:- tllrou.:;l: a s tuo.;,' of the 'urable cooJ.s !,roble:n =,J. all tLe

proble:J.5 eon:.ee ted tD.erein - ere _it, ::!lon~;r I tre.n"'portn.tion f 1J.!lerJJ; lo:~e:::t. et,...

eocl..l. tc_us be ::lost concrotely and e:_ect· vel:- :r~et~c.....ecl, I s:'-o:ll" let ~n a.lo:le,

praeise.6.:" as Currel is let clone a.t the Roc::p:eller Institute. :':ean" :...ile, Fr~urter

also pointed out tt.~t one 0: the ere~t di::.iculties in the l1ay'of straiGht economic

thi~~ng is t~e vOGUe of econooic slo~s - =ree trade, ~rotection, souni no~e7,

etc.

not onl~' i:::tere3'.; 70U but be no. e illuri ctin,:; th= a:J;-t:lin.:; elne t:..:,.t could be

Clone, 3Ven so, !.JUt "our teet~ into them or into an:-t:"'in,:; el~e Lat enlists ;'o·.u-

~nterest. .- e start o~t ~t~ t~ee o~ :o~ newb~=~ 0: t~e econo~c _ O~~, I
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~ ould hope that t. ey ~ould be Rll, ns t~e oatheoatici~s are. goo' frien s. tell:

~~t~ one p~ot~er wit' t' e ut~ost candor

Cer"t9.inl~ :or one or t~ :"ea:-s r lo~ r t" ere will De oboi:- arou:: .... :':::1 t:...c iTa:" 0:

~or~ r3 or stude~ts to inter:ere ~:t_ ~o~ leisure to t~Ik wit one anothc:, to t~l~

tot. r !Joo ..Ie. to ren':', to t inji:. a..,.': to clari'::r :"'011:'" ni u.s. ::>0:1
1t bc.liev

':-0:- 0. r.1':n1.:te t~t I ould ~re to :.nflue.....ce :. U a!: ·o-:.rr aS30c':'ates ... - nore t: ~

I in:luence the ~t' eoat:ci~~s.

I r.ad. a letter t~e othor d.n;;' f_'o~ alter Ste art, _ 0 tas been a ercst

.. uree 0: co~ort an

as :0110\73:

to e, )~rt of _~ I tin::: 0'''::' te:ocs t ~-O'C• It r~s

UIn econonics, my 1rei'ere... ce rans to-::ar..i. soneone .ho is !Jossezsed
:t_~ concrete yrobleo but ~no is prepared to de~ ~ith its ~ener

i~)lic.ti n3. ~~is se~~ to ~e to furni~ t· e best· ope of ezca)ing !ron
the va,g.J.eness 0: sU?er:"'icin.li t:r ··t..~ch -as ~_ ected £0 :ruel current war::
in econo:nics ~ i of est:::.bltsr...ine ~ :resh app_oac:.. In :'airness, 1.owever,
I ~t quote JOU tne comment of e friend.

I ~ ~O:!l' t till '.. the !.:1:::>1;1 tu... e' ~ !>i'Vision 0: :::conomics
saoul' O' tline its to,:cs -et. I t:.:nk ito' ouli assemble a
grou~ t nt ~o~' ~ just stew ~-rauni =or a "L- e ani onder ~t

it 1saIl abm<ot. ~tcr six 0 t1.s or a ..rear, ,robabl7 SO:-1cbo~"'-:"

170uld t' ink of so~et:.in_. I do'ubt tMt tne ·.rorld is in ur.:;ent
need 0: ::!ore statisticn, more :a.ct-, nore :-ese.... rcrt; or t:nt
the In5titute needs to start with a c:e :c~l an st~tistic

fo.ce. In fact. ~ t: ::n:: t'· t i~ Oe::lD rs -:JOuld "be re~..tire

to t.ke a"o : tot 1 abstinence fl'OD st tistics, ht-, anti
~ ~~Je even :"'actz :or a six-:Jo:lt~ J ..'ob t:o.~r:,- Jer:o ~.. ~ is
count~r is simply lausJ with stcti~tic; anQ cr2· lin~ wit~

!"ese"'rc_ wor"':erw .. ' n

i~ now :or ·our let er c: t~e tent~. : ~ve le~~e: :ro~ 3e~tr:ce

_'ld oJso :'rom pl:~ lcians t'"t :,OU \'Iere o:n.:; to go t ,,0 - h n devilishl;,- =co.,cortable

time ! am alGo ansured that t:lis is a te~orar·· con'::"ition,

ani ;,our :eeliDbs ....e 0 re 1 indicat:on 0 -r.nt i::; b"""'cnl ~ in .."o~ i:lsi "'es. ·~iss

Sabin' as hearl :roo :Jr. Sc;mefer t~'l.t :fO= tiiscon::ort is r t:.. r less t~ :s o:'ten

'the case. YO-l, 1710 Lave b rne so ITJ.cr. ~ ll.';1 periectl~ sure arc t,"'Oinc to b able to
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bear t:J.is. ~t ~:. be a sa" sort 0: co!:t"ort to :,"ou. to know t:u..t :or a :le r pre-

ceiing =y" sillecto~ and oor ~e entire tine since I have ·been utterl~ ~iserable

in consequence 0: the ~~tt~ng o~ certain TIerves in t~e back 0: cy t~~oat ani to~ ~e.

U7 sense 0: taste is gone, ~ a, etite is cone. ~rom ~ice to t:me ~ tongue se ~s

tw:ce its navucal size, anl I Lave ~a the devil's o~ time in sleepinc. I have

consul ted ph;'sicill.Ils in .je York, 3,,-1 tirlore, Lon' on, an1 Gastein, and all the cor.!-

~ort I get is that sooner or :ater these abominable S:TO::>toms will disaIl')ear. L~:'

streD..t,-th ~s so:neho"'" or- ot:"'Dr :;lc~easel, t:.o~~ I ta.:e nost no e::ercise at 1:,

but it has been a tou..-h tri " c ~r:" r~ on the Ir.sti tute a.., t ..inl:int: aJ:>o"J.t its

'ievplo ~e~t n 1 e ... :zve been so darnee. uncon:'orta'ble. I l'J!1 not cC::Iparin(; r:; ~-

fllct:'on .-..i t ~·ours in th~ :?o:!.nt 0: ser:'o-lS!l ..S • but one neuxolocis t f:JJ.ve :Je a

instead of "mtchilL::; t~erl. ~o some extent I :'ll.ve succee2.ei, and I an better acco. d-

ingl~, but everJ now and then, as for e:r"",~::?le. !l.t th:"s very ::loment th~:;r just eet the

bet er 0: me, and I ite t~i , IJins :n be~, because I :ind the s~to~s beco~e

orS8 -Can I !I:1 fat! -J..8ri.

neighbor at ~lnner o~ce sail to hi~,

to Which, b- the wa;, Carlile rep:ieQ,

1'13:r Go"!., you _:ali better. n

I a!!l ret1lrning to you here'tith tile tele;;r n and let er, "ted ::lecember 18,

It is "long time, ani I do not unierrate tIe patience or en'1lrance t:~t yo~

have .:.ad to s=on in or2.er to put u:;> rri t1. it, but yO"J. rove ahea 0: 'OU the most

t of ~~o~ career I 1 : 1.o::>e t" t the knolVle~e 0: tilat

i" letter ~ll b :t c:::.::-ries
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wi tL it ll.'lbounied. love a:l'l 2.f':eetior. anI eonfic.enee :or you an,,- ior :Bee and. aobin

oor t:'e .;ew Year- an oor 1"'~' ;,ears stal to eo:ne.

~er n=!ect~onatel~.

?ro:essor ::lwarJ. H E.3.rle
300 ~ort ~ejon Street
Co1or~do S~ring-. Co1ornao
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DIT~ctQTtil ti,e hJhllfte

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(POUSDlD IT LOUIS UKlIUCU. .A:SO !nl. nux ptnJl. 1930)

.ma

20 NA S.~U STREET

PIUSCETO:S. NEW JERSEY

December 3, 1934

nusnu
BANK: AYDUOTTK

lDCAJ. •. a.uuucu.
AUXI'~

AU4ILUl FLEIXD

PELlll: rLUI'l(ruun

JVUUI nn:MlIo'W.u,.o

JOH!I( .. U.uDI:S

Al.ANlOlf •. HOUCRro:s

IAN: UEL O. UIDutlClU

BLUnT R. WAUl

FLOUNCl t. SAIIIN

WALT£l W. STEWAU

pueT I. lUAUS

OSWAlJ) "OUS

utWIl H. WUD

un TRUSTEES

LOun ....M.UGD

MIlS. ruut I'tJUl

TI- ank you for your t1'lO notes of rovember 29th, received this morDin,.

I shall attend to the matter oi' annuity. The budgetary difficulty

I alluded to is this: I have tried from the outset to present a bUdget at the

spring meeting, so that the Board would not have to he at the necessity of taking

up small financial items at successive meetings. Thus far we have succeede(, with

the result that the Treasurer told me last \'>eek w' en I saw him in rew Yor that

he had nev r seen a thing as smooth as the financial arra ·~ents between his

office and ~rs. Baile'. 'othing can !,ossibl hs.!,!,en to the sums ccumulated to

your credit in the Teacp~rs Insur nce and nuity "sociation. They do not

belon!; to Colum'Jia or Barnard or the Institute. The' elong to you and oi our

heirs and will cOlltinue to accumulate as long as .-ou live, Wf icL I hope will be

for a very long time. Our contributions will simpl be added thereto. Is this

clear? If not, don't hesitate to drop me a further line on the subject.

Riefler came to Princeton Saturday and spent the \,j,ole day with me.

Ee is far from thinking that the durable Goods a~proach is the only approach to

economic phenomena. It is, in his judgment a~d in th~t of .alt~r Stmart, one

vhich ope~ up in a concrete way uestions of mon· j cre?i~, P.tc., etc.

oth€r hand, Riefler was cerp.ful to say that if he was asked to come to the
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Institute he would want to lie fallow for six months or 8. year. as it is quite

possible tha sClllething ne, and even more promis iug woul~ ooc r to . iJn. "obcxly

would have supposed that men Paste' began dealing with bad beer he would open

up the Whole SUbject of modern bacteriology, but that is what happened. The thing

to avoid is a theoretic aeproach along accepten anti ab tract lin~s to tee co -

ventional eoonomic l:eadiIlfs. e will have to find a realistic approach if "'e are

ultimately goin~ to develop anything like an economics and politics expressive

of the conditions und r which we live.

There is the widest dif~erence in the world be ,een ~ieflerls notions

and those of the Brookings Institution, because the Brookin~s Institution as
, .

alwa s had its eye open to application. It has taken a . opic and short-ran~ed

vIew. Riefler and 3tewart and .alton Eamilton take exactly the opposite point

of view: Select a problem, to be sure, but be utterly indifferent ~here it carries

you or wh t happens in politics or industry in consequence of the theoretic results

to which it may lead.

Of course, no one individual can select a purticular pro lam upon

which another crooses to embark. hat is just as true in math=o.tics as it is

in econClllics, but, though every one of our seven mathematicians has his 0ITIl problem,

there is a constant interchange of views, hi h is stimulating and helpful. Some-

thing like this should happen in the School of Lconomics and PoUtics. Bacl person

is going to be interested in something of his own choosing, and et the school

should not be atomc. ':'he men ought spontaneously and ailnlessly, as the:' do in

thematics, to browse to~ether. The results of s ch br~~ing ca,~ot be predicted

nd would be useless if toe could.

ith all good wishes, in which ne joins J

ofessor Edward
Z200 "orth Tejon
Colorado Springs.

ead Earle
treet
Colorado

Lver a fectionatel, ,
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Professor Edward K. Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs
Colorado

Dear Edl

November 26. 1934.

I took up with the Executive Committ~a few days ago
the matter contained in your letter. They, of course, concurred
in your request, although we were all regretful of the need
which prompted it. Several of them wanted to know about financial
arrangements but I did not feel in a position to reply to such
questions,so the matter there rested. In discussing the question
with Fackenthal I found that the President had already taken
action on the initiative of Dean Gildersleeve, so I assume that
the arrangements are all completed.

I hope that you are feeling better than when you last
wrote and that you will find within a year or so you will be
able to come East. I have not heard from Bee.but presume
she is very busy in her new job.

Faithfully yours.
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN

~rofessor Edward M. Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Dear Professor Earle:

November 20, 1934

Thank you very much for your

two letters. That of November 17th reached me

this morning. And thank you also for the check

for ,250, refunding the amount paid by Barnard

toward your retiring allowance since January 1st

last. I apprec~ate immensely your desire to re-

pay this money and the rest to the College, but

I do hope you will not let this idea weigh upon

your mind. You are really under no obligation

whatsoever to pay back these sums.

I am asking our Bursar to

send Mrs. Carle $1,000, which is the balance left

over from her last payment of $1,500 towards your

salary.

I will await ~ord from you before

making any public statement about you.

With regard to the check for $5.00

which you sent to cover the cost of telegrams, I will
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~rofessor Earle - 2

hold that until I find out just how much these

wires cost.

I am very happy indeed at the

prospect that you and Beatrice have now embarked

on a ne and interesting and hopeful stage in

your lives.

lith warmest good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

-e. ~d .. ,I.
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TrtllS.ra

IUA. KlIUR
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Seudllr7

U'UlU I. IALUT

A/sUla"t SUrtta11

AlUHAM PU%NU

Dirtctor 01 Olt: /tutitldt

::lear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(P'ODXDED IT Ullill JlAMIU.CU "'XU llIIU. nux '0Ul. 1930)

OFFICE

:;10 NASSAU STREET

PR.INCETON, NEW JERSEY

~ovember 16, 193?

nUAttn

RA.Nk "'YllELOTTlt

UMlU I. UMIUCn

AL£XlS CAIlUl.

AUAHAW nUND.

nLlX nAN~U':rEI.

IULlUI nU:Da"WAID

]OilS L HAaDnr
AlANSON I. BOUClftQX

U.U UEL D. LUDE.lDOI.T

DLUHl' If. loC.uU

n.oaDl'CI I. IUIK

WAI.TU W. IttW'AAT

PUCY S. STUUt

OSWALD VUUN

UWII II. WUD

LIP! Dunn.
LOUII IAMSum;a

Jolts. n:Ull: P11U)

I am delighted to have your letter of ::ovember 13. Beatrice has kept

ne inforned regarding your pro;;ress, and I need not say that I a:n thorour.)lly de-

lighted with it, though of course I wish it «ere faster; but it is so much more

important that your progress should be sound and :inal rather than rapid that we

must all inure ourselves to patience, t~ough I have no doUbt you hate tile very ,ord.

3ut I know something of that damned virtue myself, :or I still carry the ~ost

un~leasant consciousnesc of my tonsillectomy, though of course I BE able to attend

to busines3. ~ne o~y consolation I get when I am as uncomfortable as tile devil

is ,atience l patience.

I had ho~ed to make at one and t e same time the enclosed announce~ent

about Pro:essor 'orse and the economcs group, but I have made slower progress

wi th the economcs gro~ than I had expected, so that announcements re- ing you

and l.!i trany wi I have to wait. 'eanwhile, I am glad that you have arranged

matters with lliss Gildersleeve and your friends at Columbia.

I am interested i what you write 0: Robbins' book, for it coincides with

what was said to me in England bJ I'ersons Tlho admre him but find him rather stiff

and ill-adjusted.

Don I t ';lorry about my general heal tho I am r lly in very good shape,

considering the fact that on the day your letter was written I VIas sixty-eight years
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E.R.E.

of age.

ith all good wishes,

Uov. 16, 1934 2

Ever affectionately,

P.S.
Ben and 1Ja.ry are both well =c. ver.T ha:?P7, fury having greatly i:nproved a::ter

a nasty time with so~ething like sciatica.
A.. 3'.

If,..;., ...,.....,.: >- ----:r- rv"......
Professor Edward Uead Earle
2200 North ~ejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB

Q I

P.5. 1J2
I omitted to refer to what you said on the subject 0: the Teachers

Annuity Fund. An item covering this will be included in the next budbet •
•Il' •
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2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Golorado

November 13, HIM

Dr. Abr aham Flexner
The Institute for Advanced ~tudy

Princeton, JIIew Jersey

Dear Abe:

I have been wantlllg to wnte to you for a long time; but,
as Beatrice has probably told you, I have been undergo.mg some medical
experiments which are more hopeful than comfortable at the moment.

I am grateful for !.Irs. Bailey's note of the 7th enclosing
extracts of the minutes of the meeting of your Board of Trustees held
OctOber 8. I was especially interested and pleased vdth the remarks
of Professor Frankfurter concerning the method of approach to economic
and social problems; as you know, I am thoroughly in accord with his point
of view and have written you to that effect from time to time heretofore.

I have read the lecture on Social Science and the Political
Trend by Frank H. Knight. His brother used to work with me at Barnard.
I am not quite prepared to admit, as he is, that Liberalism has passed.
But certainly we are undergoing some kind of a political and economic
revolution which our perspective is too narrow for us to appreciate
thoroughly. As to Yitra:ny's paper, it shows his usual ability to under­
stand and indicate the consequences of political tendencies. I am con­
vinced that you made no mistake matsoever in acquiring his services for
the Institute.

I have been in corresrondence with ~ss Gildersleeve and with
one or "bwo others at Columbia upon mose confidence I can depend. Although
they have given me a release they will make no announcement until you are
prepared to do so. Beatrice tells me that you will probably not be doing
this as soon as you intended, but in a:ny case the path is now clear.

:s~ p)G1.C
I ~ it vdll now be practicable for you to make the necessary

arrangements with the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association on my
behalf, and this lett 9l" will authorize you to deduct from my honorarium at
whatever periods you wish such sums as may be necessary to pay my portion
of the annuity premium.

I have not quite finished "The Great Depression" by Robbins
and so shall wait until another time to write you concerning it. In some
respects it is a brilliant book but in others it is sadly lacking in vision
and accuracy.

I hope your work is now lightening so that you will not again
get tired. We all count so heavily on you that you must conserve your
energy at all costs. Every af'fectionate good wish to you all.

As always,

-<£.
EME:GD
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A1.ANIOJf L HOUGHTOJC

CIUurtn4lt

BEUur H. wu...
Face-CuiT••"

WALYU w.•nwaT

YIU·C'~_.

LUtun •. LEWUDCl&J'

T,e~.Ter

IUA.ICHUJ.

Assisto'" Treas.rcr
'JU.HI: AY1IEUlTrI

S«retllrY

UTHD. s. LUUT

Assuu-' SeCTd~1

AaI.IoIUX nLJ:)rU

Dirtcl(1T 11/ I.e I~ht.u

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(roUIo"DUl IT WUIS UKnaCU AND MU. 7£1.IX ,DUl. 1930)

O,.,ICE

J.Q NASSAU STREET

PJlINCE'I'ON. l'o"EW J"EIUIEY

e:.u.u. ADDUJI: UlIlTITUn I'I..llfCUO!f )fI:W JOI£T

October 26, 1934

nunu,
.....HK. AYDnorn:

mo.u I. a.u.t1D.GQ.

.l.LEXiI C4IUL

MItAHUII: fU:.I:)f1Jl

nux JUSItJI'lJUQ.

JUuus nlmu.-W'AUt
]DRY l. IUlDllf

olUoNSON .. nOUGInON

IAM11O. D. LllllUDOJ.F

H I:UU'l H . .IoIMIl

Pl.OaJiXCI •• 'AIII N

W'ALTU W. In.AU

PUCT S. n'UUI

OIWAUl n&UH

UWUB.'WUD

LIn ftUlnu

LOUlI L\MI.QCQl

MIl. PliLIX 'UlD

Yesterday I received your nice note of the 22nd, and I have heard

fron Beatrice through Ers. Bailey that the doctors are taking forward steps

rith you.

I see no reason why you should not now comcrunicate confidentially

wi th l!iss Gildersleeve, asking her to make no announcement in advance of the

announcement which we hope to make sO::Ietime in the near future. I shall, how-

ever, make no statement until I have heard froD you respecting your corres-

pondence with ~iss Gildersleeve, and I shall also of course allow you plenty

of time to serve notice upon Col~bia. I am extremely anxious to do every-

thing in proper form so that no institution can have any ground for feeling

that we have been in the slightest =er discourteous or negligent.

I am interested in what you say of Robbins' book. He is one of

these striking people who was born about ten years too early. I have no

intention whatsoever of including him in the group, but I have been impressed

by his ability, t.ough I think he is far more sure than in the present state

of economic kno ledge and experience anyone can scientifically af:ord to be.

~one the less, I shall be glad to know what you t~ink of the book ~hen you

finish it.

As regards the Essay of Cliffe Leslie, you are no worse off than
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Professor Earle October 26, 1934 2

ninety-nine professional economists in one hundred. The book fell into my

hands forty years ago as nearly as I can recollect. Leslie died while a young

man or the whole histoty of econo~ics in the English-s~eaking countries might have

been different. His book made an impression upon me which was so deep that it is

influencing me profoundly in my whole attitude towards this new school .'hich we are

oping to start. eanwhile, there is a distinct movement towards Leslie's point of

view among all who have not in speech and writing hitherto corrnnitted themselves. I

tlcink the book is in Uew York, but I shall send it to you. I prize it very highly.

I am sorry that we have seen so little of Beatrice, but she has been busy,

and I have been jus t as busy. The first three days of this week I had to spend in

Washington and New York, and I have to go to ew York again this afternoon. I

keep well, but I have got to husband my strength.

This morning before I came to the office Anne and I spoke about haVing

Beatrice to dinner with a few friends. This we shall do within the next fortnight.

I do get, however, golden opinions about her almost daily from persons whom I meet

on the street. The last, for example, was Mrs. Marquand, w~o stopped me to say,

"Princeton owes you an everlasting debt for bringing l£rs. Earle here.'

e are all well, and all join in affectionate greetings and best wishes

to you.

Ever yours,

I am returl,ing herewi th Hayes I review of Spengler's nonsense.
~.F.

P.S.
tl. I

Professor Edward ead Earle
2200 Uorth Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

A3': ESB

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 



CHARQE TO THE ACCOUNT OF I '"S:I ....

2200
Colo

SroDY

o

to r • 1 3-:

let' r t· 1 est t t;Tou co. • Ie te

th ~ Gllcler~ ev c several

1

nnmmCO:1cmtB t:ut I

to

reet:nes

in t a 9 ar

In !1e:u" _uture I should

. w.rmest

_ 'X' 3'10:mCl" /
"y.•

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 



2200 NORTH TEJON STREET

COLORADO SPRINGS

COLORADO ).;>- to-=< /93t,1

.. < • .r
~. <

4, .Y_----:?

rZ .f.- ~

/£

-~""'-,7 - r .71 «

~. 4' ......._-
-L-.. -~:z::.-

7';r-- ~= "7
~, ..... y /,o'------L"'-,7

.

....

",• .< • !J~~ .

.J~ ..~

~~...,.......

jl~ /1>-6_-_• .-.-.0"

h-r~

4.- .." ~
,

c- -=<> ~

• /' .... r c:... "- ~
.c

C

& c_ .c Y'~7 .
Iff

:u.<=:. .

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 



...., « ? ., « j2.....«~.......'. -:£

~ '" - . 7 I ~7 /~. . « «
~ .

.... < - ....... _,-,"".J<-_::<c::;:::...;r-

~.,,.

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 



AU.~SO"" I. HOUGHW!f

Ck.rr"ul1I

HEUUT D. WAAI.
Plce-CIc.;,.."

WALIU w. Inwo\U

Pict·CIc.rr....

"',. ua. D. UW£I,OOU'

Tr~~.,a

IU .... SCHUl

Auulllll' Tr~.s.rtr

'lASJ:: 4TDU.OTTJ:

StUttllT7

Ul'HU'.UIUT

.iss..,'.,,' Suut.r7

DUHAK ruxxu
DirectOT 0/ tJet lrubt,l/t

Dear Ec.:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(roU,...DED IY 10UII UXIUGU AND )(U. Ftt.lX ,uU), 1930)

O'FlCE

10 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

C\U.£ ADOI.lIJ: UNnlTun PlJNC£TON NEW ]USU'

October 13, 1934

nUITlEI

I'I.AN'" ,.YDELOTIE

mc.u •. I.UII..I£ICD.

"-'D' <.UUL
AIllArlAlo( FUnD

PD.IX FUNUUUQ.

lULlUI rumENWALD

JORN L HDDIN

AUNIOJi" •• HOUGHnnC

lAX un O. UlnuDOU

uunn u. MA.4SS

1'tOf.DfC£ I. SDIl'i'

w.u.n:a W. ITEWAU

PUCT S. lnAU.

OIWAlD nAUN

UWl. B. WUD

un nonu.
LOUIS a.,.uoucu
xu. nux TVLD

I have yo~ very interestinP and clean-cut note of October 15,

and I en delighted that yo did not hesitate to point out the defects of my

letter, as far as you were concerned. I may now say to you t t all profes-

sorial appointments are pennanent uu to t e age of sixty-!ive and can be uro-

longed beyond that period by t_e action of the Board. It is not necessary

therefore to include in the resolution of the Board anyt ing covering that

point. You will be a professor un to sixty-five in any even , and the matter

of salary will come up naturally at the conclusion of t e two-year perio. I

have no doubt in my Of7n mind that this is a nroblem t10at "'ill solve i tse ! by

your cominl" to Princeton before the expiration of tJ:a+ ueriod ant t us receive

your ful remunen..tion.

lope t t the ~ollo...ing resolution removes al your do' bts,

for you ere on exac· y t e sene basis as Eirstein or Veblen or eny one else, in

so far as your anpo~ntment is concerned:

"The Director c~lled a+tenti~n to ~:is s Sabin's
favorable report regarcing t e ueysiccl condition of Profesoor
=dward 'ead Earle.

On motion, Profasoor Earle was ~e a nrofessor
in tl:e Sc_ool of ~conomics anc. PoUt cs and WI'S gran ed leave of
absence for the Y6 r 1934-1935 at b21~ nay, viz., Five t::ousand
Dollars (ts,ooo.OO ,wit t e under9t~n'ing ttat, i! necessary,
this leave ~uld be rene ed on t e F~ e terms for one ;~~r froo
Se te:nbE r 1, 19:>5."

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 



Profes-or '" rle October 18, 1934 2

I was very much interested i~ your co~ents on Cassel's lecture

and in your fUndaz!lental agreE!::len with the PO nt of vie that Frankfurter and

Stewart ~ expounded. The r:lO of it al is that the economists Lave got to

make a fresh start. ~eir science, i it is prooerly called a science, has a

rela~ion to the society of its own er • et er teere is anyt ~n? pe~ent or

7het er eco~omics dif:ers from age to age end from people to people, it is for

em to ascertain. n~~estionably, the econ~cics of the Zulus was different

froo the economics of Wall Stree~. Do you know the essays of Cliffe Leslie?

e opened I!lY eyes on that subject many years agp. He r.as a brilliant Irish

econonist, and it has astonished me to fin out ho" few people either in England

or in Aoerica know the one volume in whiCh his brief essays are collected. I can

lend it to you if you 60 not know it.

I keep constantly h ring of Beatrice from ot ers, and everyt ._ng

I hear is gpod.

ith all good wishes,

Ever af~ect~onately,

?rofessor Ed d • Earle
2200 orth _ejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado
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2200 North Tejon street
Colorado Springs, Colo.

October 15, 1934

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Director of the Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Abe:

It was characteristic of you to call me up last night and to set ~
mind at rest concerning the character of the appointment which you propose for
me. I must confess, however, a little difficulty in attempting to write ~
own ticket. I hope you will make any changes you want in what I have to
suggest. It has just occurred to me that for purposes of our records it would
be wise to have one letter setting forth all the essential information. What
I would propose is something about as follows.

I~OU are appointed a professor in the School of Economics and Politics
at the Institute for Advanced Study, effective September 1, 1934, at a salary
of $10,000 per annum. The appointment is made on permanent tenure. It is
understood, however, that during the academic year 1934 to 1935 you will be on
leave of absence at half the stipulated honorarium and if necessary this
leave of absence will be renewed for one year from September 1, 1935. For the
present it seems advisable for the Institute not to undertake a definitive
financial commitment beyond two years; therefore if by some chance your health
should mike it impracticable for you to be in residence in Princeton in the
autumn of 1936 the Trustees would feel free to make any arrangement concerning
salary which seemed advisable to them, but it is definitely understood that you
would continue to be carried as a member of the faculty in any case regardless
of financial considerations."

The foregoing paragranh expresses ~ ideas, perhaps in a bungl~ng

and uncertain way and I really hope that you will rephrase them. I feel silly
to have raised any question at all in view of the generous spirit of your
1 etters of September 19 and October 9, but you were charitable in explaining
to me over the telephone last evening that you understood fully the importance
of security of tenure.

The book by rtobbins, The Great Depression, came today. i shall read
it with the critical eye which you sugges~

I have just read Gustav Cassel's Cobden Memorial lecture entitled
"From Protectionism Through Planned Econoll\Y to Dictatorship". It shows the
utter bewilderment of a really distinguished economist of the old school.
Here is a man who believes in the gold standard but says it cannot possibly
be restored and who believes in general in free trade but says it is out of
the question. In thinking of Cobden and Bright and in reading Adam Smith,
I realize how much economic theories are influenced by prevailing economic
conditions. Shortly after the Fordney-McCumber tariff I wrote an essay for
the Political Science Quarterly called "The New Mercantalism" which indicated
in:general way that extreme protectionism made increasing governmental inter­
ference inevitable. Perhaps history will decide that Mr. Hoover by signing
the Smoot-Hawley tariff was much more the father of "planned econo~" than
Roosevelt.
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Dr. Abraham Flexner - 2 - October 15, 1934

How fortunate you are to have Fra.nkfurter on the Board of Trustees.
He is quite right in saying that many of our so-called economic laws are
merely slogans. As you know, I am thoroughly in sympathy with your, his, and
Stewart's idea that the entire SUbject should be approached without any pre­
conception Whatsoever.

I have gathered from Beatrice's letters that , although she is working
very hard, she finds great satisfaction in what she is doing. Naturally I am
especially glad to hear from you that her work is meeting with enthusiastic
approval.

As always, affectionately,

~.

EME:GD
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ALASSON •• tlOUCHTON

C"-tllr..",n

IIf-UEaT II. MAASS

Y,cc-CIf.i,.II."
WAL'!U w. attWAIl'!

Yicc-CIf';,••"

UM un o. UIDUDOU

Trcu.rtr

IU. A. lelloa

Aursl.", TrcuJUa

r&A..... 1t 1.1'DU.OTTE

S«rdllT:1

£1111[1. I. L\IUT

Auu14,d Surd."

.......HAM I'ux"a
D"ccll1r 0' tAc l~tJl.tc

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(,OU"~Ul IY LOUU UJouu.cu ",SO )tU. nux 'UUI. 1!l3Q)

O.F1ca

:w NASSAU STREET

PllrNCETQN. NEW JERSEY

c:.uu: ADOI.lII: U2i'UITUn PUKCI:TOK NI.W' JUIU'

Ootober 10, 1934

nunus
nA.'i'X: AYDEL01'D:

£DGoU I. I.UUDcn

AUXl' c.uan.
AllARI.M FUXNU

nux f"USc..nB:ru.
lULlUS FUmr.sWAl.D

JOHN a. fUmlY

A.L.lXSOY I.. HOUGlnOlf

I.u.r: UEL D. UIOESDOU

REUU% H. ).[AU,

n.oanU:E I.. 1,uIS

WALTO W. snWAU

PUC!' S. lUAUS

OSW.A1.OVQU.lO

UW11 H. W£ED

un nUln:u
10UII U)O.UG:EI.

),lU. ru.u: rOLD

Depression.

I am sending you under separate oover Robbins' book, The Great

Since I wrote you about it an eoonomis t has spoken to me on the

sUbjeot. He tells me that Robbins is a man of fixed ideas, who uses the

depression as a hook on whioh to hang illustrations of his pet theories. I

do not know if this is true or not, as I have not read the book and I do not

know Ylhat Robbins' theories are, but you can have your weather eye out when

you read the book to see whether it is really an objective study or .mether

it is domina ted by preoonceptions.

In this entire field we are in the same position as the early

geologists, who believed in the Bible and .mo didn't want to discover anything

at varianoe with the Book of Genesis. The so-called laws and principles of

economics may really have some general validity or may have arisen out of the

special circumstances of the age in whioh th~ were developed, as FrankfUrter

suggested at the last meeting of the Board. That is where you will cane in

wi th your fine historical sense.

The assassination at Marseilles yesterday was horrible, but I

suspect, sooner or later, inevitable. I ...onder whether Europe will ultimately

destroy itself by suppression and diplomatio manoeuvring or .mether it will learn
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that it is the fUncticn of governments to preserve order and justice and let

people alone in all of their other thinking and speaking. Have you read Louis

Mamio's book. The Native's Return? I read it a year ago and it prepared me for

just suoh an explosion as took place at Marseilles yesterday.

I talked lI1th Bee on the telephone again yesterday, and she assured

me that all is well nth her and Robin. and that the school is settling down to

a happy activity more and more from day to day.

Ever affectionately,

fA.d.

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/MCE
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Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(roUl.'1lED IT LOUII aANIElCU Ami MIS. 'ELI X ,uw, 1930)

OfflQ

20 NASSAU STR.EET

PRINCETON, :SEW JERSEY

tAau: ADDU,,:: 'f.u;ITJTtln I't.ISCttON xu, jUJET

October 9, 1934

nusttu
'hXK J.YDEUnTf.

£DC.U I. aAKllEI.GEI.

ALEXI' e.uu:t.
.uu'HA.K n.EX>lU

F£Lll[ nAKJaVa-rn

rULlUI RUll!!o"WAlJ)

JOHN t. JUmI!f

AUKIOX L HOUGII'ION'

14KUEL D. UIOUOOU

H£DDT R. MUSI

n.ou:NCE I.. IABI S

WALTO. W. Snll'.ur

PI.U:Y s. a!UtI.
OIW£U) TU.U.N

uwtl B. WUD

Lin nunttJ
l.OUII UXIU.cu.

WU. ,n.n:: nrtJ)

The Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study met yesterday, and

Dr. Sabin reported to them her judgment about you, formed on the basis of inter-

views with you and with Dr. Schaefer. The Board thereupon formally ratified

your appointment for a period of two years, at the end of which time I sincerely

hope that your health will be such that the appointment can be placed on a

permanent basis like that of other members in the Institute. It seamed to me

wiser at this moment not to ask for a permanent appointment, but you need have

no fear of any difficulty arising on that score.

I shall be sending you in a f .... days a copy of the minutes of the

meeting, which will contain something of the discussion which took place regarding

the most hopeful approach to this difficult field. Professor Frankfurter and

Mr. stewart both urged that we should at the outset gather together a ffJW congenial,

fearless persons, and leave tham to their OliIl devices in the hope that they can,

in the first place, make a historical approach, so that we might understand the

basis of \mat are now called eoonamio prinoiples, laws, or, as Frankfurter says,

slogans. It seemed to me that your own interest in historical training gives

you peouliar fitness for "WOrk of this type. I need not say that you and your

assooiates will be entirely free from interference on JJr¥ part and that of the
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Board. and tho. t as the School of Economics and Pol1tics develops it will develop

!rOO! within. not !rOO! without.-as the School of Mathematics has done.

With all good wishes.

Ever sincerely.

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon street
Colorado Springs. Colorado

AF/MCE

o. ,

"
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

October 8, 1934

A regular meeting of the Trustees of tho Institute for Advanced

Study was held at the Uptown Club, 60 East 42nd Street, New York City, on

Monday, October 8, 1934.

Present: Messrs. Aydelotte, Edgar S. Bamberger, Louis Bam-

berger, Carrel, Flexnor, Frankfurter, Friedenwald, Hardin, Houghton, Leides­

dorf, Maass, stewart, straus, Veblen, Wood, IIrs. Fuld.l and Miss Sabin.

Thoro woro no absentoos.

Tho Chairman prosidod.

The minutos of tho meoting hold on April 23, 1934, having been

distributed, their reading was dispensed with, and they were approved.

Tho following report was prese~ted by the Director and, on motion,

was ordered to be incorporated in the minutes of tho meeting:

"Since the meeting of the Board hold April 23 laat tho

first seasion of the School of Mathomatica of the Institute

for Advanced Study was brought to a happy concluaion on

May 1. Work, howe'90r, on the part of tho faculty o.nd the

students did not cease with the tormination of the academic

yeo.r. Some of the professors continued their daily attendance

at Fine Hall far into tho sUllllllor, while some of the workers

rOlllllinod in Princeton during tho entire summer, dospito tho

excessive heat in July.
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During the course of the year it occurred to me that

it would work to the advantage of higher education if annually

Some of these young men and wOmen well trained in modern mathe­

matics could bring into the secondary schools and high schools

of the country the newer views of the subject which have come

to prevail. I had a number of conferences with the new Super­

intendent of Schools of New York City, as a result of which the

Associato Superintendent in charge of mathematics, Dr. Tildsley,

and a committoe of teachers of mathematics spent a day.at

Princeton observing the work of the Institute and the graduate

work of Princeton University in mathematics. I am happy to

report that soveral workers have received appointments in tho

New York City schools. If this experiment can be successfully

extended to other large school systems in the country, there will

be, as it were, a new market opened up for these highly trained

university and post-university students, and it is perhaps not

too much to expect that in the course of time the teaching of

high school mathomatics will be modornized in the Unitod States

precisely as during the last twonty years the teaching of high

school scienco has been modornized. We have, I think, to

look at the entire educational system as a whole. We cannot

do the best possible work in college end in tho graduate school

or in the Institute unless boys and girls hove been proporly

grounded in tho high schools. Thus far the numbor of persons

trainod in modern mathematics who have gono into high school

teaching has been very small. I hope that the liboral action

of the Superintendont of Schools of Now York City may be followed

2
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by similar nction on the pc.rt of superintendents in other cities.

I have already undertaken to cODllllunicate with other superintendents

in the hope of making opportunities for students of the type now

being graduated from the best of our universities and from the School

of Mathematics of the Institute.

In addition to those who were seeking opportunities a largo pro­

portion of the workers last year were on leave of absonce from important

institutions: the University of Chicago, Johns Hopkins University,

Princeton University, the California Instituto of Tochnology, tho Rice

Institute, University of Vienna, University of Copenhagon, Edinburgh

University, University of Michigan, etc. These men have returned to

their posts refreshed and stimulated by th6ir experience in Princeton,

and I have received evidences of grateful approciation on their part

for tho opportunities they enjoyed last year. During thO year now be­

ginning a similar group will be in attendanco, among thorn mon holding

posts in Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Johns

Hopkins University, Princcton University, University of Cincinnati, Brown

University, California Institute of Technology, University of Califernia,

University of Chicngo, University of Louvain, University of Frankfurt,

University of Munich, University of Cambridgo, etc. Of the twelve fellows

appointed in the field of mathematics by the National Research Council in

this country, nino have elected to work at Princeton during the present

year, enjeying the combined opportunities of tho Institute for Advanced

Study and Princeton University, and the European branch of the Rockefellor

Foundo.tion MS nppointed two fellows in mnthomatics, both of whom have

elocted to come to the Institute.
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The starr of tho School of Mathematics is unanimous in the

belief that anothor mathematician, preferably an American, if an

American is obtainablo equal in ability to any outsider, should

be added to the group at an early moment. I beliove that this

can be accomplished for the present without substantially adding

to tho bUdget of tho School by temporarily omitting, if it proves

nocossary, one or two itoms, because the budget is an elastic budget,

namely, the visiting professorship, though I hope very much that, as

the rosources of the Institute increase, visiting professors in the

various schools may from time to timo ~e invitod to come to Prince­

ton for an entire year or for a shortor period. On the other hand,

it is at the moment more important to strengthen the permanent

group than to continue unintorruptodly the visiting professorship.

On this subject I shall ask Professor Voblen to speak when it eomos

up for consideration under tho head of now business.

I reported to the Boord at the last meeting that the Russian

Government had callod no international oducational conrerenee to

meet in Moscow and that the Institute had been invited te send n

representative. With the approval of the President and the Dean

of the Graduate School of Princeton University, as well as our own

mathematical group, Professor Lefschctz, who is Fino Professor of

Mathematics at Princeton University and who speaks Russian, was named

to represent the Institute. Professor Lofschctz has written me in

enthusiastic terms of his reception but hr.s as yet submitted no

formal report, inasmuch as he remained abroad to represent Princeton

University at an international '""~thcmatical conference held in

Prague. I shall submit a brief report regarding his activities

at the next meeting of the Boord.
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I dovotod two-thirds of tho summer to study in Europe with a

viow to securing a nuclous in the subjects of economics and politics

as wull as tho humanistic studios. It is clear to mo that in economics

and politics, which should be broadly concoived as the fiold of social

justico, wo shall have to proceed somow~~t differently from the method

pursued in dealing with mathematics. Tho sort of mathematics in

Which sciontific men are interosted today has a history that is at

least one hundrod and fifty years old. The economics that is in

vogue is upon a very different basis. More and more as I conforred

with mon who are dealing with eeonomic problems both in unrversities

and in public lifo, I became convincod of the fact that economics ought

to be viewed ns a clinical scienco. That is to say, men who arc con­

cerned with its tet1ching and investigation ought also to be men who

havo boen in contact with procticnl problems of business and govorn­

mont. On the other hand, while the mon working in economics must not

bo aloof from practical life, they ought not to bo diverted to the

performance of current tasks. William Jnmes once said, "We act for­

wnrds; we understand backwards ," Thore are thus two dangors to be

avoidod: on the one hand, the danger inherent in long distance

cogitation and thoory; on the othor, the dange. inherent in doing

things at the moment empirically. Other sciences - physics, chemistry,

and modicine - have had to sottle the same problem. In the case of

physics and ohemistry it has requirod conturies, and in medicine it

hils requirod a full century, and thero are vast areas in which the

scientific modical man still shrinks from practical activity, though

ho continued his researches on oxporimental animals and otherwise in

his laboratory. The methods of developing economic science, which
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soom to me now to be most promising, be~r therefore a cortain

rosembl~noo to what has happened historically in othor fields,

though analogies oro suggestive as well as dangerous and must

not bo pushed too for. These methods require infinite patience ­

the pationoe of ~ noturolist, who is willing to obsorve before ho

turns to goneralization or accepts practical responsibility for tho

exooution of political and oconomic polioios.

A distinguishod scientist, with whom I h~ve boen discussing

tho problom of oconomics from tho st~ndpoint of scientific method

which I have had to clo~ up before prooooding to the discussion of

porsons, has on refleotion writton mo a lottor, from which I quoto

tho following:

IN~turolly, I am deoply intorosted in your plan to
JIlllko ~ fresh start in eoonomics. Amoric~ will provido ~ _r­
velous exporimontal fiold for ~outo youngor mon for tho noxt
fow yo~rs. Whatover happons in November, this country is in
~ st~to of flux out of whioh somo kind of oconomic stability
has to como; tho great quostion is what as well ~s whon. It
will be a JIllltter of yoars and the ond result will be something
very difforont from tho old ordor. I do not think that Russia
offors a bettor fiold for capable obsorvotion and investigation
than presont-day United states. It's like a groat epidomic,
plnguo, oto., to tho pothologist - an opportunity not to be
inventod but sUddonly and sharply presented with incalculable
potontialitios~

If I wero asked what constitutos OM of tho greatest
attractions, at this eritic~l oro, to tho alert, 'preparod'
economist mind, I should say Amorica. It's an opportunity which
should not be long doforrod for quiet study without anything
said but for a lot of 'wood-sawing'.

That is the way oWl would ~ttack ~ gro~t biological
catastrophic experiment such as ~ devastating disoaso pl~gue;

and the world todny, with Amoric~ in the forofront, is in the
throes of another kind of pl~guo - nothing loss than ~ vost
biologic~l soci~l pl~guo.'

I have natur~lly discussod the problems of the Institute with

my brothor who in tho fiold of medicine had a t~sk not unlike my own.
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nnd it is interesting t~ find that after the lapse of thirty years

since the founding of the Rockofcller Institute for Medical Resooreh

ho proceeded in most subj~cts in precisely the way in which I am

proceeding in economics. He has writton me as follews:

'I am l~d back to the beginnings of the Institute
in my thinking of economics with yeu. I judgo a kind of new
start called for. If you think ef the Institute's beginnings,
the new start was mado with essontially unknown young mon,
Lovena, Carrel, Opi",. The only older man and thoreughly
seasened, although nn individual worker strictly, was Meltzer.

Would it not be possible for yeu te start ai'resh, one,
twe, three men in their late twenties or early thirties? I
remember your saying that you wore planning e.s though you were
in full mid-caroor. I think that is a splendid attitude. Your
contribution might cven, conceivably, be greater if you started
afresh. The exporiment would scarcely be dangerous, as you
would surely seleet able young men, who could be passed en to
cther institutions in a few years if they failed te reach the
high mark of your Institute. But environmont plays a share,
often a large one, in mon's futures. This is surely true of
thc majority of the Rockefellor Institute members.'

We have thus far two commitments in this field, of the soundness

of which I urn thoroughly convincod, Professor Mitrany, who is at work

in England and who will continue for the prosent his studies thore;

Professor Earle, to whom a tentative appointment was given ponding his

complete return to hoalth. Dr. sabin, follcwing the instructions of

the Board, visited Professor Earle and his physician during the summer,

and from her I have received the following letter, dated September 18,

1934:

'In accordance with the directions of tho Board of
the Institute for Advanced Study, I saw Professor Edward Mead
Earle both early in July and late in August of the past summer
!lnd have an excellent report to give concerning his physical
conditien. His physician, Doctor S. W. Schaefer, is very much
encouraged, feels confidont of his ultimate recovery, and ex­
pects him to be ablo to get back into active work in the not
to~ distant future.

On this account I carried out the authorization ~f

the Board, infcrming Professor Earle that ho would be appointed
to a position on half pay with leave of absenco for a period not
~o exceed two years at a sala~' of Five Thousnnd Dollars ($5,000.00)
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u yeur during his leave, beginning Soptomber 1st, 1934.'

Of thoso two mon Professor Mitrany's intorest is primarily in

governmont, national and international, and Professor Earle's in

economic history. I have a list of ubeut a dozon mon in tho thirties

who hove given great promiso and who hove fortunately not yet committed

thomselves far in dealing with the complox ~d controversial questions

of oconomic thoory and policy. I hope very much thot by the next meeting

of tho Board I may be able to suggest an additional person to be added

to the two whom we have already appointed. There will be no difficulty

in securing ooBperution on the purt of the most distinguished Europeans

in the field which the now school coverS. I think that without exception

tho men, with whom I spoke, thought thot the conception upon which we

are proceeding is sound and important. Everything now turns upon the

choice of the proper individ\l9.1 Or individuals.

I sholl at a later moment in the meeting sul:mit resolutions

covering the points, on which I hove briefly touched in this report.

I suggested in my last report thot I should also like to

establish a nucleus in tho field of the humanities. This field is ono

in which it is not difficult to preCUre at this time men of outstanding

importunco and ability. I am simply vmiting for general financial

stability and improvement before making concreto recommondations to

tho Board in respect to the beginning of a humanistic school.

The quostion of a site and bUilding hos been under consideration

~ore or loss aotivelyover since tho Institute was founded. An early

decision vms rendered unnecossary by tho generosity with which Princeton

University has shared with the School of Mathemutics its facilities

in thot SUbject. Meanwhilo, I had 0. leisurely opportunity to think

on the ground last yeur. I cannot say that I hove yot reached any

conclusion which I am preparod to submit to the Bourd for considoration.
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In respect to building, two diametrically opposed decisions may

lead to equally satisfactory results. For example, Fine Hall is a por-

feet embodiment of academic purposo. It adjoins tho laboratories of

physics and chemistry. It affords quiet as well as every possible

facility for c08peration, and it contains a library, which, so I am

told, is ideally adapted to its ends. If one knew Fine Hall only,

ene would bo apt to conclude that, as oach school is startod, it should

have its own Fine Hall. Yot at the other end of the scale, procisely

opposite conditions are capable of yiolding extraordinarily good rosults.

I wns myself a student at the Johns Hepkins University when the Uni-

versity wns situated in two converted boarding-houses on Howard Street

in Baltimore. There it was located for the two decades, during which

it was the most influontial educational institution that this country

possessod. Everything was improvised - offices, library, o.nd labora-

tories. Tho University was ronde in spite of all shortcomings in the

way of buildings and equipmont by the brill iant work o.nd wonderful

coBporotive spirit of tho man. I have recently read an address by

Sir Joseph J. Thomson, Kaster of Trinity College, Cambridge, England,

regarding his own education at Owens College, Manchester, from which I

quote as follows:

'In those days the collego was a house in which Cobden
had lived; it was by no means large and we were much cramped
for space. The lectures cn engineoring were given in what had
been tho stable, and tho drawing office was.a converted hay loft.
But though tho building was so poor, fow universitios have had
such a brillio.nt staff of profossors. Thoro was Balfour Stewart
for physics, Roscoe for chemistry, Osborne Reynolds for engineor­
ing, Thomas Barkor for mathematics, W. Crawford Williamson, the
groat palco-botanist, James Bryce, who was afterwards ambassador
to the Unitod status, AdolphUS Ward, the historian, who afterwards
became Mastor of Poterhouse, and Stanley Jevans, the political
oconomist. '

My conclusion, thorofare, is that, whoreas in due time, as suc-

cessiva schools are establishod, wo shall try to provido them with
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facilities to make cogperation easy, cur great task at tho prosent

moment is the finding of men. For, while the men can got on without

bUildings, the bUilding is futilo without the men. If they can be

cembined, "s they are combined at Fine Hall, results should be ob­

tained that aro as noarly ideal as is possible under human conditions.

I think I may say in conclusion with all modesty that wherevor I

wont in Europo thc fact of the existence of tho Institute was known and

that its possible scope and its present and future importance wero ap­

preciatod. While wo have done absolutoly nothing to procuro publicity,

the quality of the staff and the students has already within tho poriod

of a singlo yoar mado the institution widely and honorably known."

Mr. Hardin, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that the

roport of the Troasurer would cover tho subject of finance.

Tho rcport of the Treasurer was distributed and, on motion, was

accepted and ordorod to be placed on file.
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The Diroctor called attention to Miss Sabin's favorable report

rogarding the physical condition of Prefossor Edward Mead Ear10.

On motien. Professor Earle was mado a professor in the School of

Economics and Politics and wus grantod 1oavo of absence for the year 1934-

1935 at helf pay, viz., Five thousand Dellars ($5,000.00). with tho understanding

thnt, if necessary, this leave would be renewed on the S(\J1le terms for one year

from September 1, 1935.
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On the suggostion ef tho Directcr tho Trustoes censidorod methods

to be pursued in starting tho School of Econcmics. The consensus of opinion

seemed to indicato that the School should be startod modostly und as promptly

as possible with a small nucleus of young und promising mon of unusual intellectual

endowmont who would be onablod to work without pressure fer results.

Yr. Frankfurter hold that tho social scioncos ought to be viewed in

somewhat tho so.mo light as law. He thought that the ano.lcgy to the pregross

which had been made in tho modical scionoos likely te be misloading and that the

confusion in the roalm of oconomics and politics was due to tho fact that there

had been too little disintorestedness in their pursuit. He suggested, fer

example, that the so-called principles or laws of economics ought to be ex­

aminod in the light of thoir origin and that it would probnbly be found that

they origino.tod out of the pressure of contomporary phenomena. Something

might, he thought, btl gained if small grc·ups wero brought together fer limited

periodS in tho hope of uncovering and dofining tho real prcblems. Ho was cer­

tain that nothing could be gained if an inharmonious group wore assombled and

instructod moroly to II ros"arch" •

Mr. stewart omphasizod the importanco of an early start with yc-ung

men, the question of whoso futuro relationship to the Institute could be dotor­

mined by their achiovemonts from timo to timo, and Mr. Veblen suggested that

grants-in-aid, such as thoso now given in tho School ef Mathematics, weuld preve

an excellent way cf bringing ncn of promising ability to the Instituto to work

for a yoar or longer without permanently dotaehing them from their posts unloss

they doveleped unusual cnpccity. It se..med to be agroed that with tho exception

ef a small permanent nucleus it would bo unwiso to make many additional appointments

for terms vf three or five yoars which would involve tho resigno.tion und withdrawal

of men from their own institutions and thoroby impair the froodom of tho Institute

in dealing with them.
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Mr. Frankfurter thought that the director's ob­

servations on the proposed school of politics and econcmics

stated the dilemma inherent in grappling at once fruitfully

and honestly with the problems of society ae an intellectu­

al pursuit. All talk about science in connection with the

so-called social sciences is misleading if we mean anything

more than the temper of mind which seeks to be as objective

and as disinterested as possible and unconcerned with im­

mediate reforms and the practical settlement of day-to-day

social problems. Essential to this temper of mind is aware­

ness of the biases. the predilections in tthich all of us

are implicated and the unconscious deflections of which tte

can only guard against by consciousness of them. In a ttord,

in dealing with social problems, that is the whole field of

politics in its broad sense, we must endeavor to pursue pure­

ly intellectual ends, at the same time that we are concerned

with the most controversial issues of our time.

For disinterestedness in the sense of abstract po­

litical problems is to the extent that it is attainable alto­

gether futile. It is highly significant that the great con­

tributions to political science were all contemporaneous docu­

ments. that is, they dealt with the contentious issue of their

time and were directed towards the promotion of definite po­

litical views or goals. Hobbes. Locke, lAontesquieu. the Fed­

eralist, all were. as it were, contributions not in abstracto

but in the context of their time, and of course the same is

true of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations.
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And so in our time we must deal with issues which,

honever scientifically framed, are enmeshed in an emotional

matrix. In t~is field we are largely still dealing nith slo­

gans. These slogans undoubtedly express truths or desires

relevant to the time of their origin. These partial truths

were then generalized into universals, as is the nay of man,

and nere floated donn the tide of tradition, so as to become

in themselves powerful forces in men's thinking and action.

To that extent I do not think it is helpful to suggest that

political science today is comparable to clinical medicine.

After all, despite all the obstinacy of tradition that en­

counters the pioneer in medicine as in all other fields of

human endeavor, in any event the obstructions that meet the

medical scientist are not those pervasive and permeating

emotions and presuppositions that are the very air and in­

terest of man's economic and social life.

And so I believe that the most hopeful mode of

attack, if we are to be true to the spirit of science in

the field of politics, is historical. By that I mean a

painstaking and pertinacious endeavor to analyze the fight­

ing slogans and the rallying cries that give rise to mass

loyalties. For all our current terms like "individualism"

and "regimentation" and the "profit motive" have a history,

were born o~t of a particular environment or a defined state

of society and have been carried over to environments quite

different from that of their origin. This means not only
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history in the ordinary sense of the term, for adequate his­

tory implicates psychological, statistical and legal factors

indispensable to a just understanding of economic and politi­

cal institutions.

In politics, unlike mathematics, there are no half

dozen or three or four recognized great men whom one can col­

lect into a great faculty of politics. Mr. Frankfurter thought

that the great men must be made, as it were, that the Insti­

tute must turn to youngish people and develop them through

their actual pursuit under favoring circumstances of problems

in politics of major moment. To this end it is important to

bring together a group of people who will have a certain har­

mony of purpose and more or less common conception of the

task to be pursued. For one cannot bring together a group

of individuals not selected with relation to one another and

expec t a harmonious interplay of minds. To that end it seemed

desirable to Mr. Frankfurter if possible to invite a promising

collection of political scientists and economists for a long

enough period, say half a year or a year, for purposes of in­

tensive discussion of what the problems of political science

are and how they are to be pursued in the hope that thereby

the desirable group of distinction will reveal itself.
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ALASSOS I. JlOUGHWS

CAQlrmQII

H uantr II. MAASS

Yiu·ClrairmlJlI

WALTU W. snWAAT

Yice·CA"irmall

tAM lin D. UIDUDOJ.'

Treflsura

laA A. SCHUR

Assistant TrCflJlIl'U

FlA S K ...YDE.LOTT£

SurdiU1

UTJlF.I $. BAILEY

Ifssistant Suretary

AIIunAM PLEXNtI

Director of Ilu. Inslllult

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(roUNDED IY LOUIS IAMllUGta ASD Jolts. ,nix 'UUl, 1930)

OI'FICE

::0 N.-\SSAU STR.EET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CAIIL£ ADllREU: VASSTITun; PRIli"CETO:!Io" N£W JEUEY

September 26, 1934

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

My dear Professor Earle:

I am sending you herewith check of

the Institute for Advanced Study for $416.66, your

salary for the month of September, 1934.

Very truly yours,

~/g~
Assistant Secretary

P.S.
If in future you wish me to deposit your salary

checks to your credit in your New York bank, I shall
be happy to do so, notifying you regarding each deposit.
This is done for the Director and for many of the
professors. E.S ••

nUITU$

FtANIC AYll£LOTTE

EDG,\I. I. BAMIEltall

AllXIS CIdlAEL

AUAilAM FLEXN£J.

fELIX f1I.ANKFUltTD,

JULIUS 'JJEDESWALD

JOHN L HAtDIN

ALANSON II. "allGHtoN

SAMUEL D. UIDUDOU"

UElIUT U. MAAU

'WRESCE It. SAlliS

WALTER W. STEWAllT

PEICY S. !i'DIAllS

DSWALD V9.LES

LEWIS R. WEED

LIFE TtUSTEES

LOUIll BA1lCIlUC£I;

Mil. n:L1JI: rotJ:I
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"'l.ANSO~ I. HOUGHTON

Chairman

HEUl!lT H. MAASS

Yice·CltaiT11la1l

W ...UEI w. STEW...IT

Yice·Chaitman

S...MUEL D. LEIDESDOI,

TteaJ.tu

ItA .... SCHUl

Auislanl TtelUuru

riAS K AYOE:l.OTrE

Suretary

u"'nlu S.•"'I.LIiT

AUUlant Stcrt:lflty

....tAH...N: 'UX"f>U

Dirtctor oj Iltt /nJlllUlt

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(rOUNDIll IV 1.0UIS BAMIIE.RLI:.l "'NO lollS. PEUX 'UlD, 1930)

orrlCE

10 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

CAII1.1. ADDRESS; ""NSTlrun I"aINCUOS }(UV JUSEY

September 26, 1934

Dear Ed:

Mrs. Bailey has just shown me the enclosed

cheCk, the first, I hope. in a long series, which you

will receive from the Institute, and I also hope that it

won't be very long before the amount is twice as large.

I cannot tell you how happy I am to take this step. I

am not yet ready to make any announcement, but that

need not interfere with any of our private satisfactions.

I have been pretty busy since landing what with

seeing members of the faculty and catching up with my mail.

Now I am leaving at the close of the day and am going to

TRUSTI!I:S

'lANIi: "'YOI!t.OTTE

EDG.U I. IlAMIIEJ.CiEI.

ALEXI, CAbEL

.... IlAHAM I'Li>XSU

FEUX nANKI'UUU

JUuus rlIUlENW...Ul

JOKY I. f1 ...lDIN

AlANSON •• P.:OUOBTON

....uuU, D. U!lOIiSDOlF

H£RIIUT H. MAASS

I'1.DJ.ENCE R. SABIN

WALTI!I W. sTliw...n
FElty S. STtAUI

OSW.uJ) ....Ul.£N

LEWlI B. WUD

U'I! nuuns

LOUIS I..AMIIEllGU

MU.FEUXFUUI

stop at Miss Fine's School on my way home to catch a glimpse

of Beatrice and Robin.

With all good wishes,

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB

rJj

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 



.u.ASiC)ll •• HOUGUTOK

CiIlUfJII,u.

H.EUUT H. W£ASI

P,u-CIII';'.."
WA.LTU W. SU"'AaT

Picc_Ciaou

LUotUt:L D. UIDESOOtJI

TrillS",a

1.lA A. SCHUl

Assist.,., T,lllS.ref

UTH£& I .....IUT

AssiJt.lII Surtt.,.,

AU.UL\.III rt.U:lIl&

Diuel(l'r 0/ I.e lrutll.',

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(roUNDED IT LOUII UXIu.c:U "NO MU. nux rutD, 15130)

OI'TICI.

10 ~ASSAU STREET

PRI.NCETON, NEW J£I.SBY

September 19, 1934

nusnu
f'L\N II: AYDItt01T.I!

£DC.U •• a.uuncu
.tUX1I ClUEI.

AlIUHAW ft.D::!Il' El

FELIX FUNJa'UI.%Et

JULIUS num;"........llD
JOHN I. IUZIIlS

ALANION S. HOtlCB'!ON

....MU[l.I). UID£SDOU

JlU&U't It. w.u.ss
n.GU.!i'C£ L lAIty

WAtTU; W. Inwuy

PUCT I. STUDS

OSWALD n.LIS

UWII B. WU1l

u,. nusnu
LOuts LUUEtCD.

WD. FELI% rut.o

I returned from Europe a few days ago with a list of possibilities in

the general field of economics and politics, and yesterday I had an interview re-

garding some of them with Walter Stewart, who is my main adviser. I have, however,

not yet settled on any particular person, for the ground is uncertain and ticklish

and I want, if possible, to avoid making any mistake.

I have seen Dr. Sabin, and I also met Beatrice at Mt. Kisco where I spent

the week-end with Ben and Mary, both of them in excellent health. Beatrice is

looking very well and is, I suspect, handling her job with her usual efficiency.

She and Miss Sabin told me of the little upset, and Miss Sabin assured me that,

while it involved a slight delay, it was of no particular significance.

'ffhile I hope that you will see Princeton next autumn, I don't want you

to feel that you are bound to do it. The great thing is that, when you get there,

you should be well. It won't matter much either to you or to us whether it is a

few months earlier or later. You need have no fear as to your status. When we

make or print the announcement regarding the School of Po itics and Economics, I

shall list you as a professor and I shall not emp~ even the phrase,"on leave of

absence". I shall treat you like a well man, and I want to create in the minds

of everybody the feeling that you are a well man. I don't believe we ought to

make an announcement of any kind, however, until a nucleus bas been assembled, and

thus far you and itrany are the only persons regarding "ihom I am clear, but before

the winter meeting of the Board I hope to have one or two other fish on my string,
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Professor Earle September 19, 1934 2

and that will suffice for an initial announcement. Nothing will be done

respecting the annuity until you yourself direct me to proceed.

I am returning Beard's letter. He is a glorious person, and I have

wished many, many times that he were ten or fifteen years younger.

I will not try to call you up, because I am afraid that a long distance

conversation may be too much of a strain, but if such is not the case, I will be

glad to do it if you will let me know.

Mrs. Bailey thinks I have a decent photograph which will be suitable

for your rogues' gallery. I shall send it to you when I get to Princeton.

I am glad that you are re-reading Adam Smith. If only we can

manufacture a modern Adam Smith in the next five or ten years, we will have made

a tremendous contribution to the clarification of econ-omic thinking. I brought

back with me fran England a volume on the economic situs tion by Professor Robbins

of the London School of Economics.

send it to you.

Would you care to read it? If so, I shall

ith all good wishes, in which all the members of the fami y join,

Ever affectionately,

0.
Professor Edward Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB
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Perhaos you wouldn't mind dropoing me
a c rd c/o Rockefeller roundation, 20 Rue de La Baume,
Paris (8 , trance, lettinr me ~o~ how vou are.

Eyer affectionately,
a RUE OE LA PAIX

P,\.RT~

)ear E :

Professor Ed~rd _. Earle
2200, • 7Q 'on Street
Colorado uorin~s, volor~~o

On reachins: Faris today foune! a leter
fro'll iss Sa'"in hich gave me the keenest deli,ht.
he r 'oorts that vou are ~ettin~ on solendidly and

that vou ~re exnectin~ shortly to be able to berin
once more to use your feet.

She vms, as she told you, authorized to
inform you of the arran,ement re~ rning the appointment
ann sa" rv, thou~h we shall make no public annOlncement
Sot uro.sent. I feel sure too !i e:rou"'"\ 0 .,rOUDgos"'";ers,

7hos ' minds are open, can maKe a fresh start in 8CO­
no:nics if ';hev are not hustlen, as none of you ';'1]
be. Above all, take vour time no' and allow no hing
§ither mental or ~hysical to interfere ith your re­
covery. ;ime doesn't mat ar, as f~r as we are con­
cerned. The great t -ing is that "Our patience shall
e ultima elv rewarded, so that you .';'J] have an
onpor~nity for the use of your sUDerb mind.

nne jo'ns me in affectionate greetings
to you both.

Ii' I ew her adcres", I should ite
Beatrice, but YOU can sen her this let er of mine.

AF:ESB

July 22, 19~4

Since I dictated the above, I navQ receiven
your tT-o letters of July 10. I am as ha pyas you
and Beatrice abo'lt 'our co -.in" to the Institlte when­
ever it is oerfectly sare for 'ou to co~e. I should
refer if ou -ould oostpone ~itin, iss Gilders]eeve

until I return to the Sta es in eotember and have
acces to the minutes. .hen I can s nd you a
transcript of the reso'.ution passed by the Board. ~s

I recall it, the rosolution read that Y0U 'ere ap~o~ted

to a full orofessorship at a sal ry of 10,000 a year,
provided is. Sab-n made a favorable report 'rhich she
has done, that you have leav. of absence on half,
sal~r' , be,~~ S tember 1, 19a4, and tnat thlS
leave c n be renewed, if necessary, ror a second y ar.

The orofessorships are all inderinite ap­
pointments. .he r tirin~ age is 65, which can be
extended by mutual consent of the professors and tne
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trustees. rhus we have an element of elasticity.
arr ~ile. tne Institute ann the professors each

ay tOnthl of he salary into the Teachers Insurance
and Annuity s<ociation. hich is the basis of the
retirin~ allowance. Of cours • the tot~l sum paid
in by both parties ic tae prop r of ~e rofessor
so that in case he res~rns from the ~titute the acc ­
lJIU ations in the eachers A...muitv f n~ heloM to him.

As 0 your fi"l • I am more and more con­
vinced af·er conferences with alter te·mrt. vho was
once at Amherst and subse uently or~anized the research
bureau or the ederal Reserve oard and who was Arneric
adviser to the ~ank of rn~land and is no as Tr stee of
the institute deeplv interested in this SUbject. and
similar conferences with ever. body of importance in
En~land and in America that. Whatever rna be the truth
or the rirht about economics. the 'orld wants a fresh
approach fro:n v'.r ious points of view. r or obvio',s
reasons we shal1 have to find youn/': men for this 'ork:.
By way of self-protection we shall have to et a ma,:,
of first-rate intellectual ability -ho 0'''' econo~cs

as one me ber of ~he ~rou_. ani I have ~ 0 or three
s ch ner ons in mind. from whom I hope we can make a
choice this autumn. I houe that you can develop <ohe
historic sine ann oerhaps ultimatel with 8r~icular

reference to certain problems that are Characteri'ticall~

rican, as, for example, r.re disposition of our public

lands. etc.

I am also a xious t at the roup should
contain one or tVi~ foreigners becalse eC0nomics, unlike
mathematics. is not the same for all countries. I have
in mi d for the sub'ect of political theory in ~uropean

uolitics avi" itr~. 'mo is. in the opinion of Shot­
well an" others om ~ ~ve consulted. probably the best
eoui" ed nerson obtainable - ell tr ined.to berin i.h.
in erlin and London. speakin 1 ontl all modern
la a A es of an im ort nee. nd a real cosmopolitan.

think: you '11 have I':re ...t pIe sure in your contact
with hiffi. in so far as you keep up our ~ropean inter­
ests.

nen we have found the econo~st. as I hope
we shall in the autumn. I ill ive Yo'J. abundant o-por­
tnt to communicate i h -iss Gildersleeve to whom.
I 81':ree ith you in thinkinr. you owe ev possible
consideration. but I am certain that she ill welcome
the chxa~e for you from a ~Ainly teaching post to a
me nly research post and fro~ a large cit to the spa­
cio'J.sness and Quiet of Frinceton where Beatrice will
also be han ily enral':ed.

I may also a d that in working out the
s bject of economic theory and history and American
economic historv vou v~ll find constant opportunity
for inquirin~ into the international asnects of the
whole subject. for it is more and more obvious that
no countrv l.ads an economically isolated life.

• realize that the sort of rogram hich I
have "V' puely outlined is to be regarded as tentative
and that ever scholar must wor£ out his 0 n salvation.
and I want vou to realize hat there is no such t in~

as rmste in the vocabulary of the Institute. Lspecially
duriuf; th neX': cO~Dle of years on account 01' your phySic8
con ition you ou~ht to put absolutely no pressure upon
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yourself intel ectually. .t rill undoubtedly take
you time to find yo~rself in a field that is somewhat
dif"erent, ~hou~h no+ new to you. If you need sUf­
gestio~s as to readin~, nersons like Tu~ell may be
h luful, but as to that use our OMl jUd~ent. -he

\
,rest ~hing is that we should bring together in the
fif Id of economics nd poli ics a rroc>p of ..en ofI firs+- rate intellectual ability who can each -:.ork out
his own probl ms .ith such benet'it as he may derive
from easy contact' i h his fellor.s. 0. apnear to have
done that in mathpmatics, thoJP-h I SM11 mrnt ano 'har
y'ar's experience before 1 do ~ h crowing - and I do
not exnect 0 cro~ ev n then.

I am perf~ctly rell, but tired.
is stayin~ on in En~land v'sit:n~ ir 'nds.
is foinp- to the Cvrenees for har vacation.
I ,0 to Badp-astein in Austria, just acrosS
border for a month.

Zl' e nor
s. B~ile~

Anne and
the .~ustrian

I should be glad to hear from you, but
bothpr to --rite lIlUch. y ad ess ;hile I am

", be c/o Rockefe ler toundation see na~e 2
1at er •

don't
a.broa~

of this

lh_ formal letter, which you sug e.t, I shall
write as soon as I r-:urn to Frinceto~.

£Ver affectionately,
a ..:f.

.5. Institute so.' aries are paid at end of mo~th. A.F.
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Dear Abe:

2200 Nor~h Tejon Stree~

Colorado Springs, Colo.
July 10, 1934

By this ~ime you have probably heard from Dr. Sabin, who was here
las~ Thursday. She saw Dr. Schaeffer and I believe Dr. Webb and received
from ~hem assurances that, barring some unforeseen con~ingency, we migh~

reasonably expec~ my re~urn to ~he Eas~ in ~he au~ of 1935. She ~hen

brought me ~he good news ~hat you were now in a posi~ion to offer me
defini~ely an appointmen~ wi~h ~he Institute. I cannot ~ell you how happy
i~ made us all, for it seemed as if a~ last there might be a ~urn in ~his

long difficul~ road. I also canno~ ~ell you how gra~eful I am to you for
your oon~inued loyalty and oonfidence; ~hey have meant IOOre to me, I think,
than a1IOOst any o~her single friendship in ~he las~ eight years.

I am afraid you will find the enclosed le~~er very formal and
formidable. It was no~ intended ~o be either. I have written it for ~
reasons: Firs~, beoause I fel~ perhaps you would wan~ something of the sorl
for your records and, second, because we were all so excited when we talked
over ~he appointmen~ tha~ I am afraid we were a litile inooheren~ at ~imes.

As you know, I have never resigned from Barnard and Columbia. As
soon as I hear from you ~hat I understood eve~hing correctly, I shall wri~e

~o Miss Gildersleeve, who will, I am confident, be enthusias~ic abou~ ~he

prospects for work with you. I hope she will be sorry ~hat I am leaving
Barnard as I am sorry ~o sever a tie with her which always has been mos~

cordial. Bu~, as you know, my work really lies in more advanoed research and
teaching. In addi~ion to that the oppor~uni~y ~o work with you means more ~o

me ~han anything else.

Dr. Sabin sugges~ed that un~il I had an opporlunity to hear from
Miss Gildersleeve i~ would be a necessary courlesy ~o withhold announcement
of my appointmen~ ~o the Insti~te. If i~ seems agreeable to you perhaps a
def1ni~ive pUblic sta~emen~ might be made upon your re~rn in the autumn;
~hus letiing my friends know tha~ I am s~ill alive and not yet on the shelf.
I know, however, your desire to ward off publicity and I am willing ~o leave
~his en~irely in your hands.

Not the leas~ pleasant of Dr. Sabin's instructions was that I could
buy a~ ~he expense of ~he Ins~i~te any books which might seem to me to be
useful. Needless to say I shall use this privilege wi~h discre~ion and shall
retain all books so purchased for ~he Ins~i~te library, with the exception of
a few Which I might conceivably wish ~ mark for reference purposes.

As for my lIOrk, I unders~and that even~ually you will wish me to
be ao~ive in ~he field of eoonomics. Would you mind, however, for the presen~

if I wen~ at ~he me.t~er from an historical point of vie__that is to s~udy

economic his~ory and the history of economics. I feel something like a man
'Who is at the mouth of Chesapeake Bay in a rowboa~ with instruc~ions ~o

explore all ~he head-wa~ers. Sometimes I may no~ seem ~o be making very
rapid progress and some~imes I may seem to be going ilrounl in ciroles, bu~ I
shall be ~rying ~o reach a definite objective neverlheless. I have had so

.....
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rich and varied a training in the field of American foreign relations that
it occurs to me that some of ~ work may be directed along the line of
studying American international policy. I wonder Whether you will agree
that such may be the case.

All of the above soundsvery long-winded but it really carries
beneath the surface a very profound appreciation of the opportunity Which
lies before me and also a very deep affection for you.

Beatrice left for the East this afternoon, happy in the prospect
of her new work and enthusiastic about its possibilities.

I dislike to break into your summer holiday with any business
but I am sure that you would want me to write you as soon as possible.

With best love to you and Anne,

As always,

A.
Dr. Abraham FIeDler
In care of Rockefeller Foundation
20 Rue de la Baume
Paris, France
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2200 North Tejon street
Colorado Springs, Colo.

July 10. 1934

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Direotor
The Institute for Advanoed Study
Prinoeton, New Jersey

MY dear Dr. Flexner:

Dr. Florenoe Sabin oailed on July 6 and on authority of
your Board of Trustees offered me a professorship in history in
The Institute for Advanoed Study. I am, of oourse, deeply
-appreoiative of the honor and gladly aooept. sUbjeot to my re­
lease from Barnard College and Columbia University.

If I understood Dr. Sabin oorreotly the oonditions of
the appointment are to be about as follows:

1. I am to be named professor in the Institute at a
salary of ten thousand dollars per annum.

2. The appointment is to be effeotive September 1, 1934.
During the aoademio year 1934 to 1935, however. I am to be on leave
of absenoe at half the regular stipend. We all antioipate, of
oourse, that I shall be able to return East in the autumn of 1935;
but if by any unhappy ohanoe I should be unable to take up residenoe
in Prinoeton at that time, the leave of absenoe will be extended
under the same conditions.

3. Nothing was said about tenure and I presume the usual
academio standards will prevail.

Am I correct in all of this? If so I should be happy to
have your confirmation to that effect.

Sincerely yours,

EME:GD
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Dear Mrs. Forsyth:

You must excuse my failure to reply more promptly to your charming

note of June' 6th. I ~us called to Washington a week ago, and while there
\

received a\ldpg distance message which made it imperative for me to come to,
New York ~~dlately and to sail for Europe just as soon as I could get my

,,,;

affairs in shape.

Meanwhile Mrs. Earle telephoned me and told me how charming and kind

you and your associates had been and how happy she is in the prospect of her

work at Miss Fine's School. I was also delighted to hear from Mrs. Bailey that

she had met some of the teachers at Martha's Kitchen and that they had spoken

with the greatest enthusiasm of their contact with Mrs. Earle and of the address -

if I remember correctly - which Mrs. Earle made at the Commencement. I feel sure

that the school is now headed by a person of really first-rate intelli~ence,

extraordinary integrity, high ideals, and great skill in everything that pertains

to p'rsonal relationships. Mrs. Earle is not technically a school mistress, but

I regard this as altogether in her favor. You will, I think, find that she will

proceed slowly, so as to make sure, before she makes any recommendation or acts.

She will pick up the technical details with rapidity, and she will always remain

a lovely, charmin/!:, and wise human being.
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When, in the course of a year, her husband oames to Princeton,

the school will really benefit, because she will have at her right hand one

of the wisest and ablest men I know.

As far as I am concerned, I have now a personal interest in the

success of the sohool which I mi~ht otherwise have been long in developing,

and I will consider it a privilege to help you and your associates, if you will

all it, as far as I possibly can, without interfering in any wise.

Mrs. Flexner and our elusive daughter join me in greetings to you

and your husband and children. We shall see you in the early fall, and I trust

that we shall see mOre of you next year than last. I saw Jean in Washington.

She is as busy as can be with her work and extremely hanpy in it. She asked

about you and wishes to be remembered to you.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely your friend,
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LOUiS BAMBERGER

Prailknl
MRS. FELlX FULD

Via-PrcsiJcnt
-.LANSON 8. HOUGHTON

Ch.irmtm
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

TlUUlIfU

IRA A. SCHUR

AAilkmt T rfl"U(t:.r

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Sec:lleld",

ESTHER S. BAILEY

AN;"/cIni Secrdo'll

"'BRAHAM FLEXHER

Dirrclo, 0/ tJv Jtulitu~

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD. 1850)

,c: _ aT 97P

Prinoeton, N. J.

1lay 28, 1934

TIIU5TI'ES

FRANK AYDELOTTE

EDGAR s. eAIo'IBERGER

LOUIS BAMBERGER

ALEXIS CARREL

ABRAHAM "LEXNER

JULIUS FRIEDENWALD

MRS. FELIX FULD

JOHN R. HARDIN

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON

HERBERT H. LEHMAN

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

HERBERT H. MA"SS

FLORENCE R. SABIN

PERCY S. STRAUS

LEWIS H. WEED

I have your note of the 22nd. Since then Beatrice has come, seen,

and conquered, at any rate, as far as the Committee on Nominations is concerned,

and I suspect that the Board will confirm the reconnnendation of this CODIIlittee.

I have really never seen Beatrice to better advantage than in conference with

Mrs. Forsyth. She was restrained, wise, modest, and yet showed a qUick compre-

hension of the kind of problem she ViOuld have to deal with.

I am mailing you this morning a prospectus of the lTew School for

Social Research in the field of Political and Social Science. I shall finish

leber's book tonight and mail it to you tomorrow. It is a perfeotly awful

translation by a Harvard man, who apparently was afraid to put Vleber's ponderous

German into lucid English, which could have been easily done by an accomplished

translator. Weber himself, as I learned long ago, is one of the most stimulating

men in Germany in his field. I am also going to send to you Tawney's Religion

and the Rise of Modern Capitalism and Beard's The Idea of National Interest.

Don't push yourself in the matter of reading, for some of this may

be pretty hard sledding, and I feel sure that your mind ought not to get too

active. Take it in small doses, increasing as you feel yourself able to increase.
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Professor Earle ~ 28, 1934 - 2 -

Our IIU1111ler plana are still vague. for I have several matters that

are hUllg up on aocount of the illness of persons with lIham they deal. I don t t

really yet know whether we shall be able to go to Canada, or whether I may have

to make a brief trip abroad, but I hope to get the thing settled within the next

week or ten days. MeaIIllhile, there will al~s be somebody at 20 Naasau Street,

and -.11 will be forwarded to me wherever I am.

With all good wishes. in lIhioh Anne joins,

Ever affectionately,

4.J-.

Professor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(FOUNDED BY LOUiS BAMBERGER Al'lO M"S. FELIX FULD, 1.310)

LOUiS ....MBERGER""".....
MRS- FI[LUI "ULD

Viu-P,uiclut,
ALANSON B HOUGHTON

Cltol,--n
S ..... UEL 0, LEIDESOORF

T_uI'U
IRA ... SCHUR

A~lant T"-43unt~

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Sectelt:Jr1l

ESTHER S. BAILEY

AMidonl SeadtlfJI

.... ,.... H ... M "L.EXNER

Dit«lo, 01 tJw. JlUtilultt

Dear Fa;

• IT ITF

Princeton, N. J.

llq 12, 1934

I have your 1'1ne letters of~ 3rd aDd ~ 8th.

""ANK AYDELOTTE

EDGAR 8 BAMBERGER

LOUIS ..AMIIERGER

ALEXIS C4RREL

A8RAHA" "'-EXNER

JULIUS FRIEOENWALD

MRS. FELIX !'"ULD

JOHN R. HARDIN

ALANSON 9. HOUGHTON

HERBERT H LEHMAN

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

HERBERT H. MA"'SS

FLORENCE R. SABIN

PERCY S. STRAUS

LEWIS H WEED

Don't press either your th1nldng or your reading. but if you feel

that you are up to reading Weber or Rivers, let me know aDd I will send the boob

to you, aDd, of course, we oan send you ~ing else that you would like to read;

but onoe more, don't do aD;Ything that can in the slightest degree interfere with

your continued convalesoence.

IiIalV thanks for your nice words about our anonymous girt. I should

still want another laillion before feeling that the new school is adequately

financed, but I believe it can be obtained without great difficulty.

I have not seen Kiss Sabin since she saw Dr. Schaeffer, but your

own feeling and Bee's telegram this morning that you continue to improve are the

best possible evidence.

I don't know Mr. Davies. It is too bad that he should be President

of Colorado College if he lacks soholarly interests, but don't let incidents like

this disturb your mental equilibrium. They will continue to happen in this

country for a long time. lleaJl'flbile, the hopef'ul thing is that things of the most

severe intellectual nature. like this new School of /lath_tics of ours, are

widely appreciated, both in this country BIld abroad.
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Professor Earle ~ 12, 1934 - 2 -

I remember quite clearq the Fonntll.1n Valley School. ThiIlgll of that

kind have no roots and cannot laBt. I don't believe it is worth while to waste

even a nea on ~. Harkness. He knOlfll how to take care of applications of this

Bort.

We have had a very slow spring, aB you have doubtless learned. tram

otherB. ¥ally of the shrubs have been stunted, but in thiB last _ek the trees have

made great progress, so that Princeton is almost at itB loveliest.

The Director of the Institute for Social Research at the University

of Franki'urt on the llaiD was here last _ek. His Institute haB been dismantled

by the Nazis and he aDd all hiB co-workers are scattered, same in Geneva, BODle

in Paris, and SClllle in London. Their end01llll.ent BeEmB to be safe in Amsterdam, where

they moved. it in good time, but they have lost a beauti1'ul building and, in all

probability, a library of seventy thousand books. He iB thinking of Bettling

quietly here in Princeton for a year to write a book, the manuscript of lIhich 1lllB

almoBt canpleted when the Nazis confiscated. it. Now he needs repose for physioal

restoration and mental quiet.

I Baw Ben aDd lfrm the other day lIhan I had to go to Hew York, and

found thEm both in very good Bhape.

I shall look forward to seeing Bee and Robin. I do hope that Bee

will land the job here.

Anne joins me in love to you all.

Ever affectionately,

ProfesBor Edward Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado
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tAMUn D. UlDUDOU'

TTtlU.r~

I"" .... scuua
ASs,JlIH,t T,tlU.rer

FUN It "Yllu.arn.
SUTdtvy

DTHUI. LULU'

.fssilt••' Secrdary

AU..ULUl n.D.Jl"D

D",«tqr tlf I!e lrut:.t.tt

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(POUJICDU) U' LOUIS • .uunau ~"D Mb. I'WX 'UW. 1930)

:::0 NASSAU STREET

PRL~CETON. NEW JERSEY

c.uu ADDU": VIoNIT1TUn Pt.JNQ;1'O:li'. Maw JUSEY

April 27, 1934

nunas
RI....... It.YDUDTn

mc.u I. a.uDU:GD

AlUII CAUQ.

AUA.IUM~n

n:u:l: FUXUUUU

JULlU' rJlIIDENWAU!

JOHN'" UAlDIN

AUoNION I. HOUOIlTON

u.wun D. UIDUDOU

ButUT U. MAUl

I'LOIl.uca I. 1Ua1S'

w.u.na w. snWBT

PUCT I. lTUoUI

UWlJ H. WUl)

HO:lOOLU.T nunu;s
10UII a.uu.u.oo
JolU. nux 'UUI

I an sending JOU lxnder separate cover a book which I have been

reading by Dean Gauss of Frinceton. I do not find the conclusion persuasive,

but the point o! view sefllDs to me - though not new - one that is very suge;estive.

I wonder ..mether our own School of Econanics and Politics could not make a real

contribution, not so much by the study of contemporary prOblems of currency,

tariff or ..matever, as by a philosophioal, historical ac~ount as to how our

present dogmas came into being. Tihen thet . s onoe understood one of our main

obstacles to rational social organi~ationwill have been removed.

Do you know Rivers Fs choloGY and Politics or eber's Protestant

Ethic? If you do not I could send you both if ou are in the mood to read

material of this sort. Do not, however, bore yourself.

lith all good wishes,

Ever sincerely,

Frofessor Edward 'ead Larle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado
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OFflCUJI

~H_K.US'

I'v:c-Clllir...

U.IlI on. D. IZtDUDClU'

Tr~lUrua

1Lt.. A. lCIIua

ASSrstd.t TrtasuD'

RANlt ATtlU01'D

Stcret."

UTllU •. UILn'

dnislllni Surdsr,

AUAUAN. I'lLXNEa

Dlrtctor oj tht buill.'t

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(roUIfDU I.,. LOUII U»JUGD AND NO. rUlX 'CLD, 19JQ)

omos

:20 NASSAU STREET

PUNCETQN. NEW JUSEY

c.uu AtlDUSI: V.lNSTITun PlJNCOOli'. Nur JD.,U'l

April 24, 1934

nunn.

RAlIk A\'lIIl.D1'U.

mc.u. s. &UiUUGU
.u:I11 ann
AHAU...,.. rttDCur.

nux n.UfDUno.
]VUUI ...IQln....W.u.D

JOB N L ltAIDUf

AL4:NIOK •. BOUGU'tOl'f

IAMUIL O. LLIDEUlOU'

UI::UEIT n. MAUl

n.ou:NCS'. &MIN

WALTO W. IUWAkT

POCT S. snAns
LIlWII H. WUD

1I0NOL\J.Y TaCITUS

LOUIS IAMIOGB

IIUI.nuX'-ULll

Thank you very muoh for your sweet note of April 18th. Our

brother's death was a reat shook, thou::;h we had known for over a ear that

it was bound to oome. None the less, the snapping of a oord like this is

al_~'s painful and involves the diffioulties of adjustment. I owe to him

more than to any human being living, for at a time when ~e were poor and the

outlook of our family was hopeless he had the oourage and vision to send me

to Johns Hopkins, n aot whioh direotl. ohanged the oourse of all our lives.

I have had another oonferenoe with llrs. Forsyth. She does not

want to put Bee to the trouble of oooing here unless there is the prospeot

of seouring an appointment. She herself is very favorable toward her after

what she has learne from Dean Gildersleeve and frOI!l me, but she is dealing

with a oClllll!littee and has to prooeed warily.

"ie had a meeting of the Board yesterday, and there is no question

that you will reoeive an appointment in the Sohool of Eoonomios and Politios,

wi th leave of absenoe for a year, whenever the 1!l0000ent se<ll!lS timely. I

should like you to put everything else out of your mind in order to let your

thoughts play at your leisure - not intently enou~h to int.erfere with your
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Frofessor ar e A.ril 24, 19M - 2 -

conval~scenoe - on the subjeot of eoonomios, or I an persuaded, as are othprs

wi th ..mom I h ve talked, that _ shall et nothing out of our present

eoonomists, rut may hope for real r~sults if men with fine his to ~ training

and baokground, like yours If, turn their attention to the sUbjeot of eoonomic

pro lams. It·s not a question of pro a interest or training; it is a

question of brains. Some -ears a 0 the most disti uished of English ph siolo-

gists ~s lilled in an airplane aooident. The Seoretar' of the 'edioal

Researoh Council took the breath away fron e ~rybody by su ~esting t at he

should be suooeeded by A. V. Hill, lIDO had made a br:'lliant start in mathema ios

at C8IIJ:'ridge. Hill knew not iug of economics and had not even dreamed of dng

into the subject. Fletcher persuaded him tl~t Engl . needed him and that he

could do it. He yielded and in five ears'time on tle 0 el Prize in

ph siology. I, as you know, never studied anything in the world but Greek,

but my work has led to eneral education, medioal eduoation, and ever,thin

exoept Gr~ek.

I hope that Robin has made a oomplete reoa7ery.

love to the three of you.

ver affeotioDPtel ,

Professor Ed~rd Mead Earle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF/ CE

Anr>e joins me in
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From minutes of regular meeting April 23, 1934.

RESOLVED, That Dr. abin be and hereby is authorized

while in olorado prings in the summer of 1934 to see

Professor Edw~rd Mead Earle and his physicians and to re ort

the results of her conference and observations to the Director.

It is authorized in the event that the res Its are favorable

to offer Professor Earle a position on hal pay with leave of

absence for a period not to exceed two years at a salary of

Five thousand dollars ( 5,000.00) a year during his leave,

beginning September 1, 1934.
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opneas

AlASIOS I. HOUCIITDN

Chtltrrnare

nEUEIT u. MAUl

Yf,C~-Ci.ir.1lIl

u.xun D. LODUDClU

Tr~.J.ur

1Lt.. A. scllua

AJsistaret TT~IJJ.Ter

FUSK AYDUOTT.!

Suutary

ESTUIi.I I. BAUIY

AJsistant Sur#Qry

AllUJI.oUl I"lLXsu.

DITutor 0/ tll~ IlUbt.l~

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

('OUNDUl IY LOIJ'II LUolIUCEll AND MU. flUX ,ULD. 1930)

OfFJCI

20 NASSAU STREET

PRI.NCETO:S-, NEW JERSEY

CULl AIlOJ.US: VAl'fSTITUn PlllSC£IOS. sew JtI.I£1'

'arch 31, 1934

nU5TU.1

r ....~K AYDE10TTE

EOGAI S. IIAMBEIGO

AUiXI! CAUJ:L

£HA1LUI ruxsu
'lUll: RASKPuun

JUUUS raUm;:NW.u,n

JOBS'" ILUDllf

AlASSON I. 1I0UGUroS

SAWUEL O. U:JDUOORT

JlIibUT II. MAASS

I'LDlJ!sa a. IABIN

WALTU w. Sn;WAaT

PUCY I. SnAUS

LllWIS H. WUD

IIDSO&AJ,Y nUlnu

LOUIS IA.MIQGEk

loIU. 'E1IX fULD

I have had a very busy week seeing people, so that I am dealing this

morning as briei'ly as I can wit accuoulated correspondence.

however, to your two notes, dated llarch 25.

I ought to reply,

What you s~ in answer to the questions contained in my letter to

Bee seems to me perfectly sound. I feel sure that a trained historian, gifted

with intellectual curiosity, could accomplish a great deal in the economic field.
dubious

Ditto: a lawyer like Frankfurter, if he will drop law. I am/about mathematicians

for the reason that you ourself men ion. et i may be that there are certain

aspects of the field with which the right kind of a mathematician could deal

advantageously. The mathematicians in the Institute are so highly specialized

that I doubt whether they "0 d be of mach help except perhaps to criticise an

economist's ma hematics.

As to the personal point you raise, I wish you would once and for all

clear your mind of doubt. We are going to take you on whenever you and Dr. Webb

date.

feel that you are equal to it, and it is I!lUch more important that, when you do

come, you should come for good than it is that you s ould come by any narticular

Whenever you come, the wind will be adjusted to he shoru lamb. There

is, as you w111 see from the last bulletin sent to you, no kind of routine. l.!y
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.!arch 31, 1934 2

idea is that you would make a very gradual start, watching yourself very

carefully, haVing abundant rest and a long vacation under ideal conditions.

So don't let that bother you.

I shall talk to Ben when I next 8ee him respecting the financial

problem which faces us in the near future.

I still have traces of that infer~l tonsillectomy, and the weather

has been so damp and cold that cy neuritis is still worrisooe, but I am

undoubtedly better in spite of the successive setbacks (Is there such a word?)

which come with every lapse into cold, dBmp weather.

Give our love to Bee and Robin, and believe me

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward M. larle
2200 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB
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:: a7 evem
25 :.oarcl. 11134

Dear e,

I have given a good deal of thought to the questions 70U raise

in 70ur ncte of the 16th. I a"roe it 70Ul

1. That, without au:! exoeption of ·iBh I 1maw, 0 present-da7

eoonao1sts are not by training or experience or results likely to contribute

uoh to the solution of the present~world de confu3ion. Also the:- heve

saorifioed their olaim to publio oonfidence and lU"e not lill: ly to reoe1Y much

of a h aring either in the world of aotion or the orid of soholarship.

2. That a ll-t ned m • free from preocoupation, is fairl7

adaptable to too ilIV8stigc.tion of t probl~ of the day. Economios is no

fearful d wo erful ~s tery i is be.ODd the grasp of a good 1ntelleot.

Yoar mrn experiences are full of instano

brilliant succeases in another.

of men trained in one field being

I hay oonfidenc in the ability of a well-trai his torian to

branoh out into other f1elds. The best hi toria I have known e posses ed

of enormous intelleotual ouriosity and, at the ..me time, are properly cautious

in the appraisal of evidenoe. so the are mostly en o possess the ability

to report their f1ndinga in inte11i 1ble langue. e. (I s t es think in s

oonn otion of Beard. He s ori 1 lly interested in . otoriograpb;y. ;hen h

set to ork on a biography of exander Iton. only to earth III&lorial on

the Constitution whiBh. aa yo know. profotiDdly 0 e4 the oourse ot historioal

and political resea:-ch in erica. ev n made a deep pression on 1& ra and

t;he law. But 70 1cnDw enough ot his rk to apprai all of' this for yourself').
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A ma~tioian would. I thiDk. haTe one proDOzoed dra'wbaok in the

field ot eoo~os. It is t he would t oertainly place too ch relia

upon the statistiea1 thad, s been - alan tb. tap~ioal abstraotion -

a besett sin ot the protessio st. .\nd &D;Jbody 70u brought to the

Institute uld be ab~ to d vee or your th_ticians in O&IIe.

HaTe yo Daill r Uity of an bla lall)'er or, rather, a

brilliant student of law? 0 tatanding tJnmple ot _at a

brilliant legal m1.nd can do in 00 io 1 Tentures into other fields. Berle,

YOIl mentioned once before, is, I imagine, too much ab orbed in t4e day-to-dfl¥11OS8

of things to serTe the purposes of the Institute.

r gather that yo have praotically detenDined on eoouamios and politics

as the next branch of the lIOrk of the I titute. Therefore, I hope sinoerely that

what I haTe . ittsn _y be of SCDe uae.

( ward • arle}
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lIt&&£J;.T U. MA.UI

YUt·C...ir...n

LUI UEL 0. UlOUDOU

Tre4lllTeT

IUo. 10. SCUU.

Auu,."t TrtasllTcT

n.un" Ionn.orn;
Stattuy

£ITUD I. a.uUT

Assist••t Stcrtt.r7

AUAU.AJIo( ne:xsu
D'rutor 01 lit buhl.'e

Dear Beatrice:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(roUSDlD IT J"Outs J,ANIU(lU ANIl lUI. rwx rUlli, 1930)

O'FICI:

'20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CAIU IolJOlUS: nsnnu:n: PlJSttro:s, S£W]£In"

March 16, 1934

nusnu
FUN Ie IIYllu.otn:

mc.u S. LUUElGU

AUXIS CAn£t.

AIIUHAllIl: PUXSD.

FELIX fa,u;'ICTUt.TtJ.

JULIUS nlEDurwAUI

JOllS L IUmIS

AUNSOS I. HOUCUYOS

IAN UIl. D. L£lDESlJQU

1ltJ.aEU D. ~s

n.ou.NC2 I.. lAIlS

WATU. W. SYEW.uT

PUCT s. nv.UI

UWlln.WUD

nOl"OLU.T n-unus
LOUIS LUilI.D.tlU

MIS. FU.lX f'l1U)

I am writing to you partly to tell you that we are well and

that ~ ann is on the whole distinctly better and partly to inquire about you and

Ed and Robin. I was practically snowed in here in Princeton during the entire

month of February, for we had one blizzard after another. The spring ie making

pathetic, but as yet unsucceesful, efforts to get through. It has been the

severest winter the country has experienced in a half century or more.

In the long hours when I mve sat in a warm room and have had

nothing particularly to do ~ mind-has been playing about the subject of economics

and politics. I have the feeling that the world is at this moment a great

political-economic laboratory and that developments in this field ought to be

observed and studied with a more fully unbiassed mind than the economists either

in this country or abroad possess because they have all been brought up on a pretty

definite economic and political philosophy, and it is no easy taSk to rid one's self

of one's prepossessions. I feel ~self therefore at the monent almost driven to

get soneone who has not been trained in economics but who has shown distinct ability,

to enter that field.

I am writing this to you because I don.t know whether Ed ought

to be thinking about anything so important as teis at this moment. You will be
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Mrs. Earle March 16, 1934 2

the judge as to whether to show him this letter or not. Perhaps I have been

influenced in this method of approach by what ~pened in England shortly after

the war broke out. The most distinguished of English physiologists, Keith Lucas,

was killed in an aeroplane accident. The question arose as to what would happen

to English physiology which bad for so long been the most eminent physiology in

the world. Sir Walter Fletcher, a younger physiologist, bad a great inspiration.

He went to a brilliant young mathematician. A. V. liill. and suggested that he
and

drop mathematics, as there were mathema ic1ans enough in England,jturn to physi-

ology. Hill was naturally relucta.nt but agreed to think it over. though he bad

never had any particular interest in the subject and really knew nothing about it.

After a brief del~ he accepted. He brought bis splendid mental endowment to

bear upon the subject and. mirabile dictu. within five or six years won the obel

Prize in physiology. He is one of the two or three most distinguished physiolo-

gists in the world today. It seems to me we ought to be able to do the same

thing with economics by getting hold of a brilliantly endowed historian or even

perhaps mathematician. If this is not too exciting a topic for Ed at the moment,

I should like to get bis reaction to it, but there is no hurry.

We are all well and would have absolutely nothing to complain of

if we could just have the assurance that the winter had packed its grip and

left.

Anne joins me in love to you all three.

Ever sincerely,

llrs, Edward 14. Earle
2200 orth Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado

AF:ESB

C. --:7,
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TO PAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRrrICISlI AND SOGGESnON CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 12019

The fWn&: time .. abown i.D t.H date liM aD. fuIl- ~

Received at Lower Pine Bldg., Princeton, N. J.

~Y26 49 NL=COLORADOSPRINGS COLO 16

DR ABRAHAM FLEXNER=

20 NASSAU ST PRINCETON NJ=

PATRON!; ARB REQUES'I'ED

WESTERN SIGNS
....

oJ 0.Ass OP SERVICE \,

DL = Day Letter--
NM - Nliht M-ee

This is a full~rate

NL - NlihtLettu
Telegram or Cabl..

UNION
f:m unless its de..

LO:> - Defared. Cable:erred character is 1&

NLT - CableNJahtLeaer
dieat«! by • suitable

WLT - W<ek·Eod!.«tEr
sign above or precccJ,..
ing the addr.... I

.1. C. WILLEY". I'lIteT "1ea-~DalTNrMCO". CAJlt.LTON...-umQtT BTANDARD TIME..... and dQ' IeUen. aDd the tuue of receip~ a~ dstinatlon .. IbOW'Il oa &1l =-em. • _

·DEAR ABE NOTHING IN MONTHS HAS ENCOURAGED ME ~S MUCH

AS YOUR LETTER OCTOBER TWELFTH TO HOPE THAT I MAY BE

ABLE TO WORK WI TH YOU AND INSTITUTE WILL REDOUBLE

ALL EFFORTS FOR RECOVERY WEBB OPTIMISTIC REGARDING

IMMEDIATE AND ULTIMATE RESULTS HOPE YOUR HEALTH STEADILY

IMPROVES AFFECTIONATELY AS ALWAYS=

ED.

:mE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAF£ST WAY TO SEND MOtlEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE
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ALANSOS S. HOUCJlTOloo"

C/uun'UIII

HEUUT B. MMS.

Y.u·Cl.irlllll"

SAlllUU. D. U:ID.ESIlOU

Trtttnrer

IU. I.. SCHUl.

Asmt••' T,ciUauT
P"U:s1t ..TO£LOTTI.

Surd.'?
UTHU S. utLEY

Auut..., Seadary

AUA.HA.3I nu::su
Director til tlelasbt.U

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(I'OUSD£D BY LOUIS 1A1IUUGU AND MlS. ,W.X ,ULD. 1930)

orna

:0 N ASSAU STREET

PRINCETON. NEW JEJtSEY

CAllLE ADDlEU: YASlTtTUn PKISCUO!'o", :l'E'W ,J£UET

October 12, 1933

nUSTEfI

FUsK AYDEU7I'IE

DlGAI I. IlAM.SUCEa

.I.L11IS CAnl:L

AlIkAlI.u.t: nEXSU

nux FUSutBTEI.

JUUDa nlDlESWALD

Jon-'i' L ILUDIS

.l.Ll.NIOS .. HOUGHTON

lAM UI1 D. LDDUDQU

8LI..IUT B. 3U.ASS

PLOILSCE I.. SAlliS

WALTO W. snwAItr
PUCT I. S1"I.I.UI

LEWlJ H. WEED

1I0S0lA&T nusnu
LOUIS uxauc:u.
xu. nux rut»

We had a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Institute on Monday,

at which for the first time the subject of the School of Economics and History was

discussed. Walter Stewart was present, and I previously had asked him to think the

thing over and give us his views. They coincided with the views which have been

gradually maturing in my own mind, Il&iely, that we cannot begin in economics and

history with a group of seasoned and distinguished persons as we have begun in

mathematics - Einstein, Veblen, etc. - but that we shall have to take younger men

and give them opportnn1 ty to show what is in them. So far I bad gone on my own

thinking. stewart went further. He made the point that, inasmuch as economists

have almost all published t ings, they have committeed themselves to one form or

another of economic thinking, whereas the economic world in which ws are now living

should be re_examined and not particularly from an econ=ic point of view but froD

an historic point of view. He was stro y in favor therefore of starting off in

the field of history with younger men, who would find themselves able to delve

into the economic aspects of historical study. He is reading your book on The

Baghdad Railway and likes it very much. iss Sabin and I both spoke of you as

having known you from our own personal experience and as having been recol!lllended

to us by Professor Beard. I thought you would be interested to know that things

are moving and that your D8llle has actually been mentioned to ths Board in connection
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Professor Earle 2

with the next school which we shall organize within a reasonable period of the -

no hurry.

I hope you continue to improve.

very delightful.

We are finding life here at Princeton

Did you see the account of the Institute published in the Sunday Supplement

of The Times, October 11 If not, I shall send you a copy. It waS on the whole

pretty well done, although o~ course somewhat too~OurnalisticallY for my taste.

you believe it? We have now practically twenty students in mathematics, almost

Would

without exception persons Who have reached the rank of assistant or associate professors

in this country or in Europe and who are here on leave of absence, the institu ions

paying thEm half salary even in these hard times. That will give you SOJ:le idea of

the attractive force of the mathecatical group, which is raally quite wonderful.

In fact, now that GlSttingen bas been wrecked by the azis, there is nowhere in the

world as large and able a group of mathematicians as is formed by the combined Prince-

on and Institu e groups.

I have talked to :Bee over the telephone, and I am hoping very much that

she and Robin will come down 0 spend a week-end with us in the near future.

I continue to improve, but I am not as yet equal to a full day's work.

I find that a tonsillectomy is by no means the joke which it is cracked up to be.

LUckily. my routine is a light one, and a few hours a day in the office is all that

is absolu ely required of me now. I had to go to New York onday for the Board

meeting. It was m,v only visit there, and I shall not go again for any less reason.

It is no place for a human being.

\7i th lots of love from Anne as well as myself,

Ever affectionately,

P.S.
Please give my warmest greetings to Dr. Webb.

A.~.

tJ.7.
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LOUIS BAMBERGER

Pruidmt o/Ik Boa"J
MRS FELIX FULD

Vb·P,al_ttt

ALANSON B HOUGHTON

Chai",",n

SANUEL 0 LEIDESOORF

T_.un:,
FR"NK "YDELOTTE

s.c...",
ESTHER 5 SAlLEY

A Wllllnt Sec:rr:Ul1J/

ABRAHAM FLONER

Dir«kN oj 1M lrulitUR

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(FOUNDED BY LOUiS BAMBERGER ...~o MRS FELIX FULD. 'eso)

TEM~RARY OFFICES

100 EAST 42 0 STREET

NEW YORK N Y

December 18, 1930

TIIUSTEU

FRANK AYDELOTTE

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER

LOUIS BAMBERGER

ALEXiS CARREL

"SR'-HAM FLEXNER

JULIUS FRIE~ENWALO

MRS FELIX FULD

JOHN R HARDIN

AUNSON 8 HOUGHTON

HERBERT H. LEHMAN

SAMUEL 0 LEIDESOORF

HERBERT H MAASS

FLORENCE R. SABIN

PERCY 5 STRAUS

LEWIS H WEED

Your letter moved me profoundly, for I c~ld not but admire tremendously

the calm courage and the lucid manner in which you told what must be confessed b>

be a dreadf't1l story; but, as you are master of yourself, I shall waste no words

in vain regrets. You have lost a year - that is the sum and substance of it

and you have another siege before you that it not pleasant to contemplate, but

you are man enough to endure it. As Longcope and Ramman have been absolutely

candid with you, I believe you = trust their jud€;ment that you '1'1'111 come out

of this thing a sound man. As I wired you, :Ben will see you tomorrow or next

day. Our teeth are set, and we are going to see this thing through, and we must

subordinate everything, in m;y jud€;ment, to your welfare. :Bee is a glorious

and devoted wife, SJld she 10 playing for a great stake, namely, your health aJld

your unified happiness and usefulness for 1!lWly, I!lWly years to come. You are

both young and in the long run the sacrifice of her own immediate happiness which

:Bee ~ have to make will weigh for 11ttle. It roll shrink to a pinpoint in

. the perspective of the next thirty years.

I will not in a letter try to give any specific advice, for you and

:Ben with the help of Dr. Longcope can work aut the details far wetter than I.

I cannot, however, but think that a new place like Colorado would be far better
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Prof. Earle Dec. 18, 1930 2

for your spirits and for your health than a return to Saranac. You will get

more sunshine. You w11l be in new surroundings, you will meet new people,

and you will be in touch with persona whom you and :Bee know out there •

.4.s for your ft1ture, donlt worry. Once restored to health, you

will be embarrassed by the positions whiCh will be open to you. lleanwhile,

in the process of getting well you may heve a tedious time, but you can IIlSke

it interesting. You can make it subservient to your continued intellectual

development.

I shall lIl\1Belf arrange to see you just as soon as I know how long

you are likely to ltay in :Baltimore. I have had nothing recently fram Dr.

Longcope or any of his associates, but I asS1ll!le that Longcope will write mB.

Here is a very amasing storyl Dr. Julius Sachs was sitting in

the Century Club yesterday next to a vacant chair. Prssident :Butler entered,

took the chair, shook hands with Dr. Sachs, and said, "Dr. Sachs, your friend,

.4.braham Flexner, has written a brilliant booko" Mrs. SaChs told me the story

last night over the telephone. I asked her what Dr. SaChs replied. She

said that he was so flustered that he could not recall what he had said!

inne joins me in affectionate greetings to you and in profound

admiration for your courage and clear-headedness.

Ever affectionately yours,

c. -:I,
Professor Edward ll. Earle
J ohM Hopkins Bospital
Marburg :Building
:Baltimore, Maryland

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1930-1934 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 



--_.......
Rec:eind M';:' 1 I ,b.i:'lvo..V n A • l;a.Ll..u>J-vrlJ:l", M.u, 'IV ViA! 0()J,7 1930 DEC 18 PM 12 02
IBRAC24 63 DL=PS JEWYOR~ NY 18 1048A

PROF EDWARD M EARLY~
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.'
:BOTH LETTERS RECEIVED PROFOUNDLY SYMPATHETIC BUT UNDAUNTED

BEN AND I WILL SEE THIS THING THROUGH YOUR COURAGE AND

WISDOM ARE BEYOND ALL PRAISE HAVE NO FEAR FROM YOUR FUTURE

CAREER YOU HAVE SUFFERED A REPULSE BUT NOTHING REMOTELY

RESEMBLING DEFEAT BEN AND MARY WILL SEE YOU TOMORROW OR

NEXT DAY AND DISCUSS FUTURE WITH YOU LOVE ADMIRATION AND I

BEST WISHES FROM US ALL=

ABR AHAr. FL EXNER•\y TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELI!G~H OR CABLE
,
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