
DABNEY HALL OF THE HUMANITIES

c~ JORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNO(~GY
PASADENA

Deoember 30th,
I 9 3 8.

Dr. Abraham Flexner.
Institute for Advanoed study,
69 Alexander street,
Prinoeton. N.J.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I greatly appreoiate your prompt telegram
of Deoember 28th. Naturally we are most sorry to
hear of Dr. Earle's illness. but quite understand
that under the oiroumstanoes he would be very unwise
to oome out to California Just now. It is our hope,
however. that he may be able to spend a while out
here later on, inasmuoh as Southern California is
a pretty good plaoe in whioh to oonvalesoe during
months like February and Maroh.

As it happens the ohange in arrangements
has not oaused us any serious inoonvenienoe. A member
of the Huntington Library staff has kindly stepped
into the breaoh as regards the graduate instruotion
whioh it was planned to have Dr. Earle give at the
California lnstitute. His four oontemplated public
leotures will. of oourse, be omitted unless he oan
oome and give them later on.

Let me take the oooasion to send yo,u my
oordial regards and holiday greetings.

very sinoerely yours.

ts.; f :; 16. /-Jk--
William B. Munro.

WBM/R
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To Dr~.'---.:ll::o:~.J["'___"':.... 'lrr!U1~~~d'__ _

Street and No. Huntington Libr-.ry

Place Pasadena, CaUfornia

EARLE ILL WITH ST1l~'l'OCCCCUS III :C'l'ION OJl' J!'IlRQAT \1!lICH T INV L'a URLT

REYOVAL OF TONSILS STOP IN ~ JUDG:m~T AND JUDG:~ 'T CF qIS ~H!SICI~S

WOULD DE U1'"1ISE}IOR IIlI. '1'0 corl"; l'~5T AT THIS TIl'E STOP ?/E A.... DIS-

APPOIlIT"D AllD DISTll""srED AT H'Cr,lE:I":f'CE :r!!IC T,!lS -ILl, CA.USE TOU

STOP '~RLE I~ "~ITIrG STOP. HOLIDAY G~TI 'GS.

Ch~rge to In Btltub tor A~nced Study

Sen.Jer·~ aJJrcu
............. lor rtJumu

WESTERN UNION"GIFT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING
QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE,
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number
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Deoeaber 15, 1938

·'

•

De?r Ed:

I have your 00\8 of Deceaber 14.

'luite clear as to j11.8t atla t we rlhftll ne2d or <lo

-se.eeter, and, it you ehould be away, I will make

Woo't yo~ plaase tell Professor Strayer to let

1n touch with ae at the beginninc of the second
/

~_''l.'f'"

rft4p.a~n. [I~(<-

c.,:u of- ~;; ""
~. {~ .. ~ #k l)J~A.-rJ~·

f.r. I;;.

-lJe Ilre noteat1sfactory arrangpjDents somehow.

10 the utter of space, rot, if you want 11.8 to

take care of Strayer, we'will do it.

E~er affectionately,

Professor Edward Meau Earle
69 Ale~maer Street
Princeton, Ne~ Jersey

~IiRAHAM FLEXNER

Al:ESB

'.

I" ..-r: -.'
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(

SCHOOL OF ECONOM1CS AND POLITICS

69 Alexand~r Srree(
Princeton, New Jersey

MEMORANDml

To: Dr. Flexner

From: Professor Earle

Subject: Professor Strayer

December 14, 1939

You will recall that during the autumn we discussed the pos­
sibility of office accommodations for Professor Joseph L. Strayer
of the Departoent of History in Princeton Universit. You said
that as it would be necessary for you to acquire additional sacs
about the first of January when Professors Stewar t and Warren
come to the Institute, that you should like, if possible at that
time, to make arrangements which would enable us to accommodate
Professor Strayer for the second semester.

As I shall be away at the time this question comes up for
decision, I should just like to leave this memorandum for you.
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Deoeaber 2, 1938

Dr. ~bMham n.D"r. Illreator
Indl tute f(l7 A4ftbc~ Sbd7
Princeton. W_ J.".q

_""'1" Abe.

Tour letter about Profeasc" W\ndelbllJld Ie another one of
those hoartbl'llaldllg thlllgl. Ol'dinaJ'11;r, III ;rou know, Al'\J' ia­
IItl tution 111 AIlerics would be M"'W to IMp Up a lIl"n wh" hl\s
the.e aur>arell\' quall f1C11l tlonll. III the prellent Ch'C'\llIlltlL")C••
.... •hall just haye ~ ••e 1rhat we caD ••••

I 11M 1 certll1n17 «0 0"'." the CIUIe thoro.l;r ...1 ttl rq
tr1nda at CoIWlbla, with tho.e "bo aMt in attendance 111. the
annw _th~ of th. rio'\n Hhtorloal Auoci.tlan,. and "I th
tb" Pactfic COAllt unl",orllitiea.

Here 18 a ~1It1on which adr.ht be P'U"ea. OIl to Profeasor
Windelhand. If be Ie definitely C'lIItn,o: to AnlIorlca, it el,o:ht be
,.he for hi. to 111 thhold publication of the firet vol of hi.
"Orr Oft Jll_rdl: until he rriTe. here p.nd to ImTe thl! book "JUb­
Uehed !n 'In/!:lleh tranl4tlon. I 1\18el£ _ doubtful whstber the
whole troth nbout 11ll11llU'dl: could be told ill pre.en t d Ottr
Md it woulc\ be tl'aA'l c t lvlT the Ito17 dwarfed In tIIl3' wa:r b7
nen unconamoUl! preeaura froll. 1 authorl ttea. A1 aO, I t would
be of indubitabl. help to Profenor 'Il1nSelbAlld 1n' ob tll1n1n&
poat hart' if hiB hoclc could be -oublhhed und.r the au c. of
1I011e "-rlean uniT-rsl t.v.

I thin):- ,"C'U lrI'\ hOlf d -ply con.lderations of thla lrtnd
touch_.

SlnGAr.ly TQU7••

"I.
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TO ,iHJ IT MY COllC'EP.N:

This ls to certify that Ed' trd Mead Earle

hoI 5 a ~eruanent professorshl~ in the School of conomics

and all ice of the Institute for Advanced S ud:r, loc d

at Princeton, :0. Jers6Y, end that he receives en annual

salary of .. lO,000.00.

ETHER 8. BAIt.Fl
recretary

Dated at Princeton, New Jers~y

lovembtr 30, 1938
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AERAHt\M FLEXNER
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street
Princeron, New Jersey

Dear Abe:

November 12, 1938

One of the uroblems which we are facing is the gradual building
up of a library in eco'1omics, politics and history. \'hAt we need
most, of course, is a reference library. We now have, as you know,
the Encvclouedia of the Social Sciences,and a large number of refer­
ence vol~es ~hich have been contributed by Mr. Riefler, Mr. Mitrany
and me nersonally. There are still large ~us and some urgent needs.
Reference boo 5, ~s you know, !DRY not be removed from the University
Library and whenever eny extensive note-t'L~ing is reQuired, there is
a serious waste of time in assembling ~~teri 15.

ong other things ",hio." e need, or at 1e'lst which I need most
of ~ll, is the Dictionary of Arneric~.n Biogrpphy, hieb unfortunately
costs 200. This, I €"ther, is e larger sum than the Institute
could e end at this time. In this ~rticu1ar inst3Dce, however,
the volumes could be purchased on time ,,:wzoents without My red
tepe. There is also the Internption&l Bibliograubv of Histori~
Sciences which wes advertised last year at the s)ecial urice of
eleven "ounds sterline and could ~rob~bl still be uurchased at
this price. Des~ite the title, t.ese volumes deal with economics,
politics, Rnd international ro ations, as well as with b·story.

Of course the ideal arraneement v'ould be to ve a library bud­
get dre= UT' 6€ainst which purch"ses could be made ",i thout questions
coming up as to individual cases. As I think you are aware, this
will become increasin~ly "!'ressing as e occuny t"e ne building and
as our progra'11 of 6X"lPJlsicn is gradually carried out. This is one
of t.e things ",bich should be kent in mind from year to year.

You ill be interested to know that Ur. Rief er and Mr. !itrany
have seen and auproved the text of this letter. Mr. Stewart is also
f~.miliar 1"ith the contents of the letter and apuroves o~ the ideas
here edvanced.

Edward ~ead Earle
Dr. braham FleDler
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Copy

FRillCETO;i UlUV'.::RSITY

The Library

Princeton, ,-ew Jersey

l10vember 18, 1938

Dr. Abraham Flexner
The Institute for dvanced Study
20 Nassau St.
Princeton, N. J.

~ear Dr. Flexner:

I am returning Dr. Earle's letter which you gave me yester-

day, and can report to you that we have two sets of the Dictionary of

American Biography, one in the Catalogue Department and one in the

reference alcove in the Reading Room. 1.e also have a set of all of

the volumes to date of the International Bibliography of Historical

Soiences. That set is located in the History Seminar. The special

price of 11/0/0 mentioned in Dr. Earle's letter seems very reasonable.

Very truly yours,

(Signed)Lawrence Heyl

~cting Librarian
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MllOr 1lII of Bob . rr 's co. nt on it. I

think t t 70U i trlo1l,T in IIli.7 find 1t

orth "hiJ.. to d1ecu8ll thea both.

V.rT dnc r q Yvu.r ,

",Ii) AHA ~1 FLeX

fee or !.d le
llDaDder str••t

!nee , 8lr J .1

•
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THE INSTITUTE -FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Sueec
Princeton" New }usey

Dear Abe:

November 4, 1938

Professor Sontag has sent me the following message from

President Dodds to Professor Munro, head of the De~artment of

History.

"Because of the ve limited quarters which the
Institute for Advanced Study enjoys, it is contrary
to our Doliey to rpquest that they provide s~ace for
any of our staff. When the suggestion comes from them
it is another matter. But I feel that it ould be em­
barr~ssing to them, and not good taste for me to sug­
gest a room for r. Strayer in view of the Institute's
limited acco~odations.H

In vier. of the second sentence in r. DOdds' letter, I su

nOse that the question might still be considered onen. I feel

sorry for young Strayer, who, like many other young men here, is

haVing a tough time kee ing is head above water. As I under-

stand it, the University does not prOVide him with office aCcom-

modations and he can work only at home where his attention is

distracted by family resn nsibilities including recently born

baby. Of course 69 Alexander Street is going to be crowded dur-

ing the second term this year and I understood from ou t t
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it might be necessary for us to rent additional offices after the

arrival of Professor Stewart And Professor Warren. All I can say
c,....~~~'ft'Y Pt-I te,J!i.""..-t-e.,

is that Strayer is worthy of whatever help we can~give him.

Sincerely.

/L.
Edw"rd Mead Earle

Dr. Abraham Flemer
20 Rssau Street
Princeton, N. J.
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Prr.sitknt's Room

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

November Ist,193B.

Dear Professor Munrol

Be cause of the very limited

quarters which the Institute for Advanced Study

enjoys, it is contrary to our policy to request

that they provide space for any of our staff.

When the suggestion comes from them it is another

matter. But I feel that it 'WOuld be embarrassing

to them, and not good taste for me to suggest a

room for 14r. Strayer in view of the Institute I s

limited accommodations.

Sincerely yours,

Professor Dana G. Munro,
202 Dickinson Hall.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

.I.U..IO:lf I.. BOUCJnl)K

Cim-..

uwuu. D. UUl£5IIO&'

TrtUJITt:r

ILl .. ICIIVI.

4ssuttUlt Tre...vrer

,UUJI.uI n.u:Nn
Dir«tur Df tAL !.sl,t.'t

Dear Ed:

omQ

20 NASSAU STREET

PRJ.NCE'IOS", NEW JDStY

October 20, 1938

ftUlUU

ru1l1lt ATDUOTtt

meal. I. I.UOUG£a

.ALUla aau:L

autUM nEXXU.

JUUUI nJUlII;!'W,u.o

JOHN I.. 1LUD1N

41.UI'IO)l' a. BOUGBTOJ1

I..lM uu. D. UJOUIIOU'

HEUUT B. IIlAASI

WllfnlUl W ...lULU

P10UltCl .. laiN

W.AI:r:u. w. InrwAU

PDCY I. lTUua

OSW,A1JJ VUUlll

LlW'l1 H. WEED

LI'.. nunn.
LOUIS a.uanc1'J.
MU. nux f'VUl

Yiss Eichelser has just e~lained to me ha+ Keooel does no+

lrnn a report on your work. I am in the s~me situati n as Keppel. I do

not care for a renort any more than he does.

Last night I sat and thought for 8 while over our conversation

over the telephone regarding Sontag's proposition. You made an allusion in

the course of our conversation to the place of history in the future develoo-

ment of the Insti ute, and I wondered how you conceived this developmen •

Veblen conceived the mathematical scheme, and it has worked au pretty much

along the lines that he outlined, though, of course, we have never felt

that we were bound to adhere to it. In the same wa Penofsky and 1I0rey and

Meritt have outlined the humanistic develo ment, and wh~ ever we have done

has, broadly speaking, followed within their plan. Riefler very definitely
he

is responsible for the turn which economics has taken and/has made an

enormous contribution, first, in men and, in all pro bili y, in mee s

owards i s realization.

lIy own par has been to select someone wi h imsgil"ation end

discre ion and to sense wha is importan and what is missing.
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Professor Earle October 20, 1938 - 2 -

I do not know when we shaJ.l have the means for a forward move-

ment in history, but we ought to be ready with a well-thought-out and

well-kni plan, or, be ter still, the nucleus of a plan, against the day

when the meens become available. There is no hurry, but I would like to

have from you at your convenience, any time in the course of the year, just

such a memorandum as I have ha.d in succession from Veblen, Panofsky, and Win.

"Chance fa.vors the prepared mind." I want the idea before I even make the

effort to get the money.

Ever sincerely,

Professor Edward Mead Earle
69 Alexander Street
Princeton, ew Jersey

AF/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Srrecr
Princeton. New Jersey

Dear Abe:

October 17, 1939

I am writing you w:th reg~rd to the following paragraph of a

letter which I have received from Professor Sontag:-

"T ere is a matter on which I wish you would give a
little tJ:;.ought. ou have un onbtedly hpard me say that Joe
Str~ver is just about the best m~n we have. e pre giving
im leave second te to complete a s udy of Philip t e Fair

upon w ich he hAs done pxtensive research abroad. I .onder
if it rould be possible for you people to take him on as a
Fe low, giVing him an office and possibly some secretariAl
as~istance. I am sure that his work wil reflect credit on
the Institute if you are able to take him on."

As ou know I hav.. no snecial competence in the fie d in which

Professor Strayer works. Fur "ermore, if it is going to be ~ossible

during tJ:;.is ye~r or next to allot ~y considerable portion of the In-

stitute's funds to work in history, there are a number of enterprises

which ould much prefer to undert~~e. can a·p~cipte. ho-ever,

thAt there are other question~ of Institute policy involved. I am.

therpfore, quite willing thDt you should ronke the decision on that score.

If you wish to +.elk ~th me about this, I shall 0 course be ha~y

to see you at any ti~e ou sUF~est.

Sincerely yours,

A.
Dr. Abraham ?lexner
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£L4KSOS .0 BOUQII'ION

CIt4innu

JllUJ!&T B. WAAlS

Piu-C!ttlinnlJ1l

WALTE.l W. ITEWA1T

Pice·Cl"u"".,.

"''''un. D. LEIDE£DOll'

TrelllflT~

IU",lcaUI.

ASJutsnt TretUll'"

UYHU'. UlLET

Suret.ry

AlIJ.A1LU,[ f'LEXXEI.

Diuctor of tlee llUtil.'e

Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(ruU"NMD ST LOUIS L\MJUJlCli1 A:r.'ll Mki. flUX FUUI, 11130)

OFFiCi

20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCEtON. NEW JERSEY

~ AllDR..uS: USSYITUT£ PltlSCUON NEW JI:I.IE1'

october 3, 1938

Mrs. Bailey has shown me your note of September 28 to

nUlUU
rM!'( Ii: A Y"DIlLOT'n.

EDCI.I S. JlAManGEa

At.£X15 CU1EL

AlIRAHAM rL£Xt<U

]l1LIUS P:aIEDUi'WALD

]OHS I. llAJDIS

AtAN$Ol< •. HOUGHTON

IAMlIn. D. UIDUDOU

H£UDT n. MMII

WJSFlELD w. arr.Pt.O.
FWIt£KO I.. IAaI)"

WJ.Lnt W. ,nWAliT

PUlCY So nuua
OSWALD \'DUN

I.£WII B. wno

LIrE nUITEEI

LOun IAMIUCll.l

lot.,. nux FUUI

Mr. Fiela.

The Institute has joined a few organizations like the

American Historical Socie~ and the American Mathematical Society,

which are really scientific organizations, 6Jld membership gives

us their publications. I have had the feeling that the Institute

of Pacific Relations is not of this same disinterested quality

and that the persons interested in it are tendentious in their

\ ..
op~ons and t~t theirperiodical represents tneir point of view.

If I am correct in so thinking, the Institute ought not, I thi=, to

be a party to the organizat..on. Wh~tever ~ member wishes to do

idfis personal capacity, you must be the judge. I know it is infinitely

easier to keep to a high level in mathematics thm i~istoI1' or public

relations. With this statement of principle before you just tell me

what course you wish to pursue.

Always sincerely,

Professor Edward Mead Earle
69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB

u.J,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Abe:

September 16, 1938

I telephoned you last night at your apartment almost immediately

after landing, but got no answer. Ben's telephone. they told me,

was disconnected so I was unable to send love to any of the Flexners.

This morning I find your letter of September 14 with its catalogue

of unfortunate catastrophies. You can imagine how sorry I am to hear

that both Mrs. Bailey and Anne have had accidents.

I am going off to Afton this afternoon to spend several days

wi th Carlton ~es, as I think I wrote you sometime ago. I shall pro-

bably not be back until the end of next week.

I stopped to see Edgar Mayer late yester~ afternoon and he

pronounced me fit as a fiddle and none the worse for wear. There has

been a good deal of wear, but it has been a fascinating experience

and worth more than anyone can know.

I shall be eager to see you when things shake down a bit and to

hear all the news. Meantime my every good wish to you all and my

hopes for a smaller hospi tal ward.

Always affectionately,

,/ £.
Dr. Abraham Flexner
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Department of Hi.slDry

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

September 14, 1938

Dear Ed:

I put off answering your letter until
I could get hold of the Norman Angell book. By
the time I got hold of the book and read it the
summer was almost gone and hen on calling Alex­
ander Street I fo und you would have left before
my let er could reach you. The book was awfully
good and I think I might have used it if I were
teach ng next year but at the last minute in June
I was given leave for the v.hole year. In a way
I was sorry because I should have iked a respite
but on the other hand I am q1llte sure that I will
be able to finish my second Anglo-German volume,
or nearly complete it, .by a year from no. It
is going to be a lot of work because there are some
documentary collec ions on hich I have taken no
deta led no es. The other book is now in proof
and I hope to get i 0 you next month. I am
afraid you will be disappointed that I did not
feel fresh enough to work out all of your suggestions
in detail bu t I dill manage to get in enough to
1mnrove the manuscript mater ally.

There is a mat er on ich I wish you
would give a Ii tle though. You have nndoub edly
heard me say tha Joe Strayer is jus abou he
bes man we have. We are vlng him leave second
term to complete a study of Philip the Fair upon
which he has done extensive research abroad. I
wonder if it would be possible for you people to
take him on as a Fellow, giving him an office and
possibly some secretarial assistance. I am sure
that his rk will reflect credit on the Institute
if you are able to take him on.

be good to see you gain and 1D
- if by then there is any hing

Dr. Ed ard Mead Earle
Insti tute for Advanced
Princeton, e Jer~ey

tal'"!:
left

It Will
about Europe
of Europe.

Study

Your~
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Sep· aber 14, 19.38

Dear rA.

I ha.ve h.ed ur notea £%'0. to tae uring ·.he s r,

t I fe_ that, a u w re on the jump, th lea you 'ere troubled with

corr apond nce the better for you. I o.ui ted to ow that ou end

B trice nj Robin have had 80 inter atin fill a journey. pe

lII\lst have been 11 hectic :;>lllce uring theae laat few onth , and I aSIBUIIle

that though ;yo~ h ve aesn uch ou have concluded 11 Ue. I alii not eure th t

you won't b& in a po ition to "ona a bet'" r j pent in ew Yor' t r )ou

have _ d Am ric English n a pera t n &!1'Jone fol'll wh e in the

lIlidat 0 such a c dron of hate harro •

I c • fro Can a). st Sat ,ringi with e

wr ck of Ilra. Ball y, or ahe aU ped on the tepa at CUlp and ken

her ri t leg in •.so placea. e r eived, 0 ever, 8:;...-cell nt as cal. at· n-

tlon , ugh till aring a cut, S able be ved on Sa e

• • the "'rip.ro AhlUc to Prince"'.on thout fiCU:t. She i8 no at the

Princeton Inn, here II h no ate to c lab n c n use the elevator to a

t anna abe

She had to C!1 • h r _

own, d she ia just beginning to us crutches.

Anne 80 had an ccident - lea

too tell and broJte two bone. in on of her fingers.

up
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Profesllor Earle Sept;em.llJer 14, 19,3 - 2 -

in a cast 6Dd a allnk for severaletilts. The cl!l8t bl!l8 DO.

ahe ls ue1ng ber finger lth lnore'sing ease.

en removed nd

I h ve kept wall, 88 indeed, I had to

eon to look ai"ter the in?al1d. •

, for there tbe

of wel5.ther.

The r 8 a perfectly superb ona for UB from the standpaln'

e had no reln d absolutel no heat, though peo 1e in thie P rt

of the world sweltered as though in a furnace.

It wl11 .. ellt joy to Ilee you and :3eatrice nd Robin. I lIII

uinin' 'th • Bamberger d 111:-•• Fuld in South Or ga th1 enning and then

i:lg on to R w York, eere I haTe ap.;.oln ents until

r turn to Princeton for good.

hen I s

Give our love to Beatrice d Robin

!ver sincerel:;,

believe e

ABRAHAM FLEXNfi~

Prof ssor ward Ille d !arle
69 Alex er treet
Princeton, ew Jersey

AFI CE
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HOTEL ROBLIN

~.~ .. "0" _ ..............

{

OU .7_00
".pI ,3.

,"""""""OU ••
"01'&1,. s.a...- OIl11Q'. c.. 1: ..

PI ......U ...... .".,0U .. O""'GI[""

4 Septeni>er 1958

Dear be

This is just to let you ~ow that we are
all three sailing on t.>'e ".laehington" on Thursday
of this week, arriving in 'ew York on the 15th or
16th.

e have just learned from our landlord in
Princ eton that the painters will be in possession
of ths house from the 16th until abeut the 20th;
therefore Robin is go~o visit so~e friends at
the Shore, and I am going to visit Carlton Hayes
at .fton for a few days, while Seatrice sturggles
with the household.

If t.>'ere is anything I can do for you or
fer the Instituts before I go to Afton (probably
the day after we land), you have only to say so.

letter addressed to me at the ~ashington at New
York should be delivered ~ promptly. And, of
course, I snall report to L:iss ise promptly upon
my arrival in Princeton.

As I have heard nothing from you since I
saw yoo in London, I am concerned as to whether
yoo have had a suc oessful summer. I do hope that
you will COIllB back refreshed and that your plans
for the Institute have met with full success.

We all three send all good wishes to you
and Anne sever

/ Lt.
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Dear F and I

I

gnetawan, v
Y~.l.O,

Ii WIt 21,

F J.s
de.
1958

Thank yo~ for iting M can dly on ~h Ubject of r1a.

he In tit t 18 10 the e po Ul Illl the Hunti~t .a h ve

budgeted eve17 do on i<.h we co fully cv..mt so tll t ':1 'ill b" 10 no

pOB1tic,n e trip to th C t. I ~ho <) hly erstan O~

nttltuae r"gard Earle's wor.c. ..Q I &III not Burl' ... • H 1

person who for ten years be out 0: actlce u ne uS no to 3 ttl. do

erest kin or lot ect

t t~nk. r o.y th d..rect mich you note n of hleh I ve 111 d llg t

oe 8.8 on.:.U. 10 cation, but I h VI> not been Q ... tt...t'bdd bee _e VB enor: O..i..S

evo.fldenoe in lei great abil1tl"G

Let IIIll 11' t t yv .0 11k t e~ to h •

eanwhi.l.8, I IS ',J.l let :rou writ AS 10 SUi est.

With good ishe .] very I11gh r .;j{'Lrll,

S eeraly lOurs,

llaX Farrll.ll ,E q.
Re.f Po t
Sa H bar, loe

ABRAHAM PLEXNEA
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MAX FA.RRAND

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
rinceton, rew Jersey

Dear Flexner:

REEF POINT

BAR HARBOR,MAINE.

AUl'Ust 23, 1938

~
I am just a little Qi&t~eea over one point in connection

with Earle's comin~ to the Huntin~ton Library this winter,
and that is with regard to his possible expectation of our
makin~ a contribution toward his expenses.

For JOur own information I would say that the one thin~

d sturbin~ me when I met Earle was the evident fact that he had
not of recent years been su jected to the ri~id mental disci­
pline that first class research work demands. This exhibited
itself in a tendency to eneralize and reach conclusions more
qUickly than the facts he had at hand warranted. All that I
said to h was that the best thin~ for his own development
woul be to come to the Huntington Library for a couple of
months when we had some of our first class scholars there and
were conductin~ some of our conferences in which he might
participate. He said at once that notb_n~ would please him
more but that he did n~t w sh to initiate the move for his
cor:lin~ . est in the winter for fear it mi""ht be mi 11 er tood
as bein~ based on ~rounds of health. If I would write
to you he thought it mi~ht work out better and I was only
too plad to do SO as I have been e~~er to see Earle at the
Huntin~ton Library, and my eagerness was only increased
by meeting him.

Just as soon as it was dec ded that he wo ld come out
I mentioned it to the trustees as well as another s ~ilar

case and asked permission to have them reco~ized as "Honorary
Fellows" or "Honorary Associate Members" of the research staff.

As soon as I spoke of this kunro asked if he mipht invite
him to do some teachin~ at the Cal fornia Institute. I told

unro to let me wr te and inquire and that has worked out
satisfactorily.

A letter has just come from Earle written in Paris in which
he spoke of "how appreciative I am of the honor you are con­
ferrin~ on me and how ~rateful I am to you personally." It
ust made me a little fearful that a sli ~t mis~~derstandin~

had ~rown up and if he was expectin~ us to make a contribution
to his expenses, as we do in the case of ~any of our visitin~

scholars, there mi~ht be some feelin a if it were not forth
comin~.
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· .
Dr. Abraham Flenxer - 2 AUl;Ust 23, 1938

It happens that we are in a financial situation that
would make the trustees unwilling to expend any amount unless
it were for the purpose of developing our own research pro­
~ram. That is not yet the case so far as Earle is concerned.
'e should be glad to recognize him by virtue of the position
he holds with you. I should be lad to invite him for his
own sake and because I believe he has the stuff in him that
will show in a real scholarly contribution, and if it should
turn out to be in some line connected with our own program,
I should be delifhted to have him cooperate.

My misgivin s may be entirely 1ma inary and I thou~ht

I should write you about it first, not with any idea that
you would speak to Earle, for II1??iake that responsibility,
in fact I would rather that you wW'!c::. not mention the thing
to him, but simply !:o ask you to put me wise as to whether
I need to say specific~ly to him that there will be no
contribution available~us.

Feelin~ sure that you will appreciate the quandary
in which I find myself, I am

Sincerely yours,

p -

MFjH
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I_A

CHECK

TIME FILED

ACCT'G INFMN.

,J. C. WILLl[VIUI
"lit..,. V1CIl·",,,••IDIlHT

NII:WC:O... CAIltLTOH
eM 0 .. TMa __

ESTE N
UNION

_ ••. WHtTI:

.. 1111 .... DKN1'

ClASS Of SERVICE DESIRED
OOMlE.aTlC C_LI:

NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LEnER

NIGHT SHIP
LETTER RADIOGRAM

TElEGRAM FULL RATE

~e

Oltiwesend
L<indon

B1 all mean.8 accept C lifornia lnvltst ona

Flexner

(Ch ge In8tit~te for Advanced Stuqy
Jo y 7, 1.1':'0)

I J

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE }o'OR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES.
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In care of the
National City Bank of New York
11 Waterloo place
London, S.W. 1

Dear Abe

A£ter a few days in Oxford and two days in Cambridge
(mostly spent with Temperly), I have returned to London for the
last of nw work here. I anticipate it will be about two weeks
before I shall have seen the people I wish to see here; then I
hope to get on to the Continent.

I was sorry not to have had a talk with you concern­
ing the results of your inquiries in Europe about the work in
economics. But I saw Win for a while yesterday, and he indica­
ted that you had arrived at some tentative conclusions and had
some hopes of taking some forward steps presently. Naturally,
I shall be eager to hear of developments as they proceed.

Saturday afternoon I received a letter from l"ax (ilir­
rand and a letter from W. B. Munro, both asking me whether it
would be possible for me to spend a term at pasadena this winter
under the joint auspices of the Huntington Library and the Cali­
fornia Institute of Technology. At the Library it would be pos­
sible for me to work on any materials within nw field, as I
might wish and without commitments of any kind; at the Institute
I sho~ld be expected ~o give a seminar to a small group of gradu­
ate students on some phase of American history. The California
Institute would pay a small honorarium, presUIIably adequate to
defray all or the major part of nw expenses.

As you know, this invitation is a great honor. Off-hand
I can think of the following "storians who have been similarly
invited: Beard, Becker, McIlwain, Turner, Nevins, Philip Guedalla.
In the profession it is, rightly or wrongly, considered a mark of
distinction.

I should dislike to be away from Princeton for the
period involved-I presume ten weeks-but there would be certain
obvious advantages in my being in California during the worst of
the winter. Naturally, however, I wish the ultimate decision to
be made with reference to the welfare of the Institute (our Insti­
tute, that is). I am therefore presenting the facts to you and
asking you for your judgment. Ileanwhile, I have written to Farrand
and n:unro, thanking them and saying that, although I should like
very much tc accept, the ultimate decision must rest with you.

After you have given the matter careful consideration,
perhaps you would be willing to cable me in care of CITIiVESEND,
London.

eachAll continues to go well for us all three. And
day confirms tne wisdom of spending this summer abroad.

Always affjPtionately

/ ~~t--: ~2~/__
Dr. Abraham Flexner
Princeton
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For ohool of _oonomio8 and P io.

Prine ton. BY JenfSY
y 14, 1936

TIlE STlTUTE FCIi ADV D STUDY

TO •

TraTeling 8Xpease. far trips to R Y rk oh 2.<.-2 (Iustltute for Paolf1 Relations),
April 15-16 (S001&1 Solene R..earoh C01Ul.Oil), April 19 (oonference Yith • Kepll81
of the Carne&1e Corporation. To ash1n&ton. pril 27-29 (ann..J. eting of the

rloan Sooieq- of IuternatiODll.l Law) I

Rail_y and PlaJ.:t-n tar.
Roba

18
Telepho e, tablcabs. gratuities, etc.

19.90
13.0
15.50
6.30
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May 6. 1938

ProfeaBor Edward Uead Earle
'7 Cl~veland Lane
Princeton, Re:- Jersey

Ily dear Professor Earlel

sending you heN i th c' cit ofI

tb In tita for .\dV8.11Ced St for 1.' for

1 alional Newark & Eooex
Banking Co., 14a' 3, 1938
No. 2402

Euro. ean travel, .uch repro ents gr t13 fro

th C negle Corporation of Ne York d the

Institute. the carnegie gr t baing sde for

• ev loplllent of roc of Corporation •

Very truly ~ours.

THEA 8. !IAIUft

Secretary
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.April 22, 1935

Dear I

I hav just received tho enclosed

boo.l: fro Pro:ealSOr S. H. Bailey. I. and r

•

Hit not intere t you

• trany. I seni1n you Ute t car •

which you and he can fill out to :suit. ouraelv:I.

Ever ainc ely,

Prote sor Edward U Earle
69 Ale r Strt:ot
PJ;:inceton, e. Jerse'

AF/J.CE

•

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1938 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Apr!: 1:::, 1 J

De&r I

I have the nclowllll _c~.ter 'ro Lan:; r.

hsve e it?

-"-Cor Dillccrel:,

...

Profeo8or Eu rd e Earl
69 Ale-·antJer St.r'3et
Prince n, ew Jerwe

AF/ or;

r •
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!prU 1, 1938

De Edl

I am enclosing cop of the ::'etter

which I wrote to 1aJleer. You ar quite rieht

that I aa the person to write it.

&nit you very Quch for the eli pings

which Iti s Ii e sent me.

Ever sincerely,

Pro,eesor w Me Ear
€J:J Alexander Street
Princeton, ew Jersey

AFI CE

.-....

/
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cl1 _., 1 ~

1.

Earl I

I ,'" DGing ,.OU here th c c1. i'oX'

5 O. to r 12 8 '7 ufo,:, ,.our tr "'~l.1D£

5es in co:u:cctl... w1 t

• c ..u~o. , J 1111 ~ - r -1: 1 , 1 •
VQTI t ,. ura

liS fI \LH S· B"I\..~

.•• try

,

\
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander SHeer
Princeton, New Jersey

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Abe:

March 26, 1938

A..,
You guggested to me the other~that I write to Langer and

tell him that we could not arrange to have him next year. Since
then I have been thinking about ita good deal and feel that it
would be wiser from every point of vie.. if you could wri te the
letter. If the decision comes from me, Langer will think in
some manner or other that it is an indication that I am less
entbusiastic about him then I was before. This, of course, is
something which I am eager to avoid. Also. I think that he
would consider it ,special courte~ if the final decision were
made by you as trector. This is especially so as the reasons
are administrati~e rather than academic.

If you still wish me to write the letter, I shall, of
course, do so; but I should much prefer to have it come from
you.

Sincerely yours,

/k.
Edward Mead Earle
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Dear Farrancb

Thank you vcr.... very :lIuch :01' your e"ttor vf cn J.5.

I that your favorable preo ion of

fir ad. Thera is no r;, 8011 why he hould not in the

advantag of our very generou off I' 'n order to 8 aoeiate hi.t _If

with the scholars who are working at the Huntington LibrE. ;j. t y

well that a SUIi1!ller - porh p the co~ er - auld prove id~

for that purpolle, for I h va oj:. yll felt tJilit lSouthern C fomia "8
a betT~r IlUlDl er clim><te than a winter c . ate. I soali at-co your

ef:'orts g t him to r6n6W his visit to the coaet.

Please 1'e ember me to ;raur wife and • our roU,cr an<o his

wife, and oelieve !!Ie

1 aye in arely,

~ ""HAM "LEXNDt

Dr. ax Farrand
tiunt'ng n ibr r-y rl
San inc, C omis

t G llery
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Athenaeum

551 Sou'" Hill Avenue
Pas.JeDa. California

7 A',arch 19~

Dear Abe

This ie just a brief note to let you know that I
am about to depart for hOJD3. Train service is j1Ml1; aeetttl
to be resumed after almost a week of interruption becauee
of the flood. As it is, one has to go to Barstow (155
miles a_y) by bus, as all trains for the East are arriVing
and departing from there. It will be another ten days or
two weeks, they estinate, before service can be inaugurated
to and from Los Angeles.

I ehall not stop now to give yw. further details of
~ trip sinee I last wrote you, as I shall be able to report
in person on Sunday or l.onday. But this has ueant a great
deal to IIJ>. Among other things I have renewed TI1If faith in
and TI1If devotion to this fabulous empire which goes by the
name of the United States of Atoorica. When our forefathers
visualized, even in a snall _y, our destiny on the continent
of North America- a_y from the acCUlllllated centuries of
strife in &lrope-4.hey showed rare prescience. It ought to
be compulsory for every American, not to mention everyone
contemplating American citizenship, to see for himself that
there is a portion of the United states located west of the
Hudson River.

AS you know, l:r. and l>%'s. Aydelotte have been here,
and it has been a eat priVilege to become acquainted with
them. He is as happy in his research as a snal! boy with a
new toy, and he dreads the return to presidential respon­
sibilities.

Eut enough for now except to send TI1If greetings to
everyone at the Institute and TI1If love to you and Anne.

As al_ys

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Princeton
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HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY
SAN MARINO. CALIFORNIA

MAX FARRAND

DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH

Dr Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Flexner,

March 5, 1938

Earle has been here and at the Library
several times, confirming the favorable imnression I
had gathered without ever having met him. It would
do him a lot of good to work here at the Huntington
Library over a protracted period, both for the sake
of advancing his own research interests and for what
wOllo come from associLtion with some of the scholars
v;ho are orking here. There are a larger number of
men from universities working here in the SUJl1~er but
there is also a smaller and in some respects a more
selected gro~p ~orking during the ~inter, so I am di­
vided. I should like to see him come in the summer
and also in the winter. Whenever he does come, I
hope he may be able to settle down for month or wo
without distractions.

Ie Should very much like to have ~ here.
Do urge him ~o come.

Sincerely yours,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

AU.WIOS ... HOUcanoW

C~1I

HUIIEIT H. k.UJll

Yiu·CAtUnt..

WALYEa W. IU.WAaT

Yiu·Chinnan

....MUn. D. L£tOUIlOll'

Trt.,wn

IU •. ICBU.

4ssul••' TrtAllUlr

EITHU •. UlUT

S«rttM7

AlUHAX PUJ:);U

Diuc'tw of flu hsW.lt

Dear Ed:

(NUJOOUI IT IDun u.)lIUCU.~ MU. ,0..1.1: n:ID. 1930)

0)'1'10:

20 NASSAU STREET

PR1.NCEIOS. NEW JEIlSEY

c::uu: ADDIJiJl: \·...~ITITun: FLlSC::UON NEW Ji.UET

February 28, 1938

ftUlnu

FUll'E. "'·DD.Ona
EOGAa .. u.)OD(lU
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I have in quiok suooession your letters of February 21, 22 and 25,

and better than letters, last niGht I had a long talk with Beatrioe over the

telephone. I am delighted to see from your letters and to hear from Beatrioe

that you have been perfeotly well. The only thing she told me about vlhioh I

am dubious is your proposed visit to the Canyon. The air pressure will be so

different from nor:nal air pressure that I wonder if that is advisable. Get

medical counsel before you undertake it.

Beatrice just missed by a hair's breadth the annual Institute

dance, which oame off Saturday night, while she did not arrive here until

Sunday morning. It was a ~rand suocess. Dodds, Einstein and other bigwigs

were present, and While Dodds danoed ~instein played ping pong. The girls

looked oorking. espeoially ~ girls. In faot, our secretaries ran away with

the show in the point of looks and clothes. You should have seen them. w..ybe

we oan get them to put on their

sake and Beatrioe's eduoation.
1

ball gowns and make an appearance for -our

Beginning at the top \'lith Mrs. Bailey and

running down the line to lliss Guinn, and including four hand-picked seoretaries

from the campus (hand-pioked not by me but by s. Bailey and llisa Eichelser),

they made a stunning roup. Miss Eiohelser blossomed forth in a n6\7 gown and
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velvet ooat, the latter of ~ich, alas, could not be worn on the ballroom

floor - a great pity - though I was privileged to see it. 1liss \1ise had a

brand new red gown, ·ss Cutter a nEn7 blue concoction, lliss Dow a red satin,

Guinn a cream colored lame, and the girls from the campus quite captured

of my affections as are not already hopelessly involved in the Institute

secretaries. The wives are all right, of course, but they are a wee bit older

and I don't think any of then had gone to their purses the way our girls did.

I think our next bulletin will suppress ideas about the professors and make

it a sort of college year book, with photo aphs and brief aooounts of eaoh

of our secretaries. We may not get as much brains in the student body, but

we vdll get more millionaires' sons.

Well, now for more serious natters. I am delighted that you have

had such a profitable time in the TIest and have convinced people out there

that you are a thoroughl well man and able to do a man's job. Ie shall all

be glad to have you back. I have heard no rumors about your health, but I

do not want to give them any chance to start.

I was deeply distressed to learn of Hale's death. Ha was one of

the greatest men that this country has produced within the last half century.

Indeed, he and Dr. eloh were really our greatest educational scientifio

authorities. They did more to put us on the map in the field of science than

anyone else.

Remenber me very warmly to Farrand, who is a thoroughly kind and

lovely hunan being.

The paragraph ''/hich you supplied for the catalogue seems to me

sound. I am turning it over to Mrs. Bailey, who will fit it in with the

rest of the jig-saw puzzle which constitutes our calendar.
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I am extremely anxious, for your mm future development and for

the sake of the Institute, that you '!1JB.y find it congenial to go into your

international problem on the economic side. I think it is the key to the

whole international business, aside, of course, from bluster, which plays an

abnormB.lly large part at the moment; but the realities of international policy

at this time, and it '!1JB.y be for years to come, are going to be economic.

Statecraft and military policy are going to be influenced by them far beyond

anything that was the case prior to the World War. oreover, if you and

Mitrany can interest yourselves in the economic aspect of your problems you

will, in my judgment, not only be on the right track, but you will make a unit

of the School of Economics and Politics, such as it will not be if there are

three tangents. On the other hand, I do not want to dictate to you or to

anybody what he shall do. In venturing to make this suggestion I am doing

what Simon did with Noguchi. When Noguchi came into the Institute he had a

definite interest, on which he spent two or three years. He would have spent

the rest of his life on it if Simon had not seen a far bi ger field in relating

the work which he was so competent to undertake to the general task of the

Institute. Luckily, Noguchi listened and his fame dates not from his own

excellent original and separate contribution on blood plates, which is

practically forgotten, but on his great bacteriological discoveries, which

fitted into the scheme of the Institute and into the whole medical pattern.

I have the same feeling that economics will for the next fifty

or one hundred years furnish the pattern and that political theory and state­

craft will either enter into that pattern or shrivel up. An excellent illus­

tration is furnished at this moment by Italy, GermB.ny and Russia. If Italy

were the sort of monarchy that Cavour founded there would be no outcry against
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an English-Italian eombination. As it is, the eeonomie policies followed by

the to litarian states are bringing ussolini and Hitler to their knees -

not their political theories, about whieh nobody gives a "hang", insofar as

these are merely internal matters. To be sure, their political theories came

first and the economic policies are really the result, but the economic

policies affect the rest of the world, and if they are disastrous the political

theories will crumble. The same is true of their statecraft and military

policies, which may, in the first instance, be the outcome of political

theories, but they will ultimately be determined by the economic results,

~ich affect their citizens.

I hope that you and Aydelotte may ~et many chances to talk

together. Perhaps ou will be lucky enough to eame east on the same train.

Remember me to my friends in southern California: the Aydelottes,

the Farrands, and anyone else who has heard my name in those parts.

Ever affectionately,

G..+,
(

Professor EdY~rd 'ead Earle
Athenaeum.
551 South Hill Avenue
Pasadena, California

AF/~CE
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Athenaeum

551 South H;II Avenue
Pasadena. GJifornia

25 February 19~8

Dear Abe

On the attached sheet I have written a brief

note concerning the catalogue. You will note that I have

emphasized the economic factor in American foreign rela-

tions and hope that the statemant will please you in other

respects. !it ~ u- ..,....,. J~ ~~~ •

As you know, Dr. and !>.rs. Aydelotte are here.

They are living at The Athenaeum, and I have the good for-

tune to have ~ maals with them frequently.

Farrand is being extraordinarily kind and is very

desirous that I stay on until I have seen all of their truly

remarkable collection of manuscripts. I have been handi-

capped this past week by the holiday (Washington's Birth-

day) and by the funeral of Dr. Hale of the Obeervatory, in

honor of whom the Library was closed on Thursday. This

morning I am to have a long talk with "~o, who heads up

the work in governmant at California Institute of Tech-

nology. N~re anon, but with all good wishes
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At1enaeum
551 SouJ. HiU Av",..e
P....Ie... GalJorni.

22 February 19~8

Dear Abe

I forgot to montion in rIrj letter of yester-
day that my expenses in pasadena will not be considerable,
as I shall be entertained for part of the time by my
olassmate Dr. Seeley G. ~udd of ~~e california Insti-
tute of Technology.

out of this visit I am getting not only a
good deal of information conoernilll; the academic life
of the paoifio Coast but, also, a vivid impreseion of
the imperial proportiOlUl of this fabulous state of
Oal~ornia. Now that I am hero, it wo.lld. I think, be
a groat mistake for me to hurry homo unless the rumors
of illness surpass all reasanable bamds. The weather
gets better by the day, and I am hoping that I may have
a ooupls of days in Bsrkeley later when tne rains have
ceased.

I am sure that you will be pleased by 1ll1at I
am accomplisning and that you wi!! fee! tne dxpanse
more than justified. even Americans nesd to be reminded
that this their country has been singularly blessed by
Divine Frovidence.

A,y affeotiorate wishes to Anne, rIrj regards to
U's. Bailsy, and my salaams to all rIrj Princeton friends.

Dr. Ab raham Flexner
Princeton

AS;:1
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The At.henaeum
Pasadena, Oalifornia
21 February 19~

Dear Abe

I feel very guilty for not having written you more fre­
quently. The days seem so full of interesting things that I
always procrastinate about correspondence. And I have no tiss
Wise to see that I am prompt in meeting my obligations and to
take down my letters in shorthand.

It was, of course, disappointing to hear that Miss Walker
does not see her way clsar to share the expensss of my trip abroad.
However, I feel that in so~ way the ways and ~ans will be found,
as I am sure you appreciate the imjJortance of my seeing the
Kaleidoscope of Europe during the coming ~r. I know that you
wish to see this accomplished and am confident that it will be
arranged.

Everyone here is being most kind. Farrand has taken me
right in and has given ~ the keys to the city. Nunro promises
to help a good deal. And a Oolumbia classmate of mine, director
of the rad:(iogical laboratory, has smoothed all sorts of rough
spots. He happens to bs chairman of the house committee of the
Athenaeum, the faculty house of the Oalifornia Institute of Tech­
nology, the HuntUlgton Library, and the Mount Wilson Observatory.

After a nightmare of hurricans, cloudbursts, a slight
tremor and ten consecutive days of rain at palo Alto, we returned
here to springti~ and sunshine. It is beautiful beyond words.
I am vsry well and seem to be thriving on the incredibly lovely
climte. Although I keep pretty busy, I am not overtaxing 1IIIf
strength and shall return to you more vigorous than ever. Alas,
Beatrice had to depart for home today; as she is staying at ths
Grand Oanyon for a day or so, she will not get back to Princeton
until Sunday at which time she will report to you on the Course of
events here.

1~ stay at Stanford was altogether profitable. Bailey is
a presentable yo~ with a good deal of imagination and quantities
of energy. He would, I think, be a good prospect; there is some
doubt as to whether he would be available next year. He is an asso­
ciate professor at an annual salary of $~O. I had a long talk
about him wi t.h the head of his department, but I made no mention to
Bailey himself about the purpose of my Visit. I sha!! reserve de­
tailed comment until I see you.

At gerkeley I was overwhelllPd by the size of things. It
was like being in the path of an avalanche. There are twelve thousand
undergraduates, separated into class sections of mss-meeting size.
I discovered one seminar in politics with 106 students. I am afraid
that I have not done justice to the institution) and if there is time,
I my go back there for a few days before returning east. (I have a
round-trip ticket to san Francisco which I can use without expense to
the Institute.)
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Here at pasadena there is a good deal to be seen. As you
know, the California Institute of Technology is doing some useful
work. Farrand is eager to have IIl8 do a good job in getting ac­
quainted with the Library. And from some of the wise heads oere
I hope to acquire some useful information about the world of
scholarship on the West Coast. I do hope, therefore, that it will
be agreeable to you if I stay on for another two or three weeks.
Beatrice promises to report promptly if there are any ugly rumors
afloat about 'lJJIf health, which I can assure you is extraordinarily
good.

I am afraid that this will have to be all for the present.
But I shall write again soon.

Please rBll8mber me cordially to everyone in Princeton. You
all will be pleased to see how blooming I look when I return--and
wiser, too, I trust.

Always affectionately

pro Abraham Flexner
Princeton
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PALO ALTO
C ..... LIF"ORNI .....

February ll, 1958

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau street
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Abe:

This will be jUst the briefest of notes to let you
know that all goes well. I have been having a most delight­
ful time here at stanford, meeting the members of the staff
and especially the young man in whom we are interested. The
impressions of him which I have gathered from the printed
page are borne out on the whole by personal contact.

I shall write you at greater length in a day or so.
Meanwhile, please give my cordial good wishes to everybody
at the Institute and assure them that I am well, busy, and
happy.

Affectionately yours,

/!
Edward Mead Earle
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Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(FOUXOill IY LOUIS IlAUBUCI:1 ,U,D ~ns. ,ELIX 'ULD. 1930)

orrta

20 NASSAU STREET

PRtNCnON, NEW JERSEY
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February 9, 1938
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I llJIl sorry to say that I have a discouraging letter from Sydnor

Walker this morning, from which I quote as follows:

"I have talked with Mr. Crane in regard to the possi­
bility of aid to Professor Earle in making his European
trip. I do not know whether there is any possibility of
direct aid from the Council, and I have not been able to
think of any formula which would enable the Foundation to
give assistance. As you know, I appreciate the importance
of Professor Earle's renevdng his contacts with those in
the United States and abroad who are carrying on researoh
in the field of international relations, but a three-month's
sojourn in Europe is difficult to prOVide either on a
fellowship or a grant-in-aid."

It is, of course, still possible that Crane will take some favor-

able action, but if he does not/I do not believe that the Institute will be

able this year to finance the European trip unaided unless - and I think this

is more than a possibility - we receive additional endowment or support.

That is a matter at which I have been working sinoe you left, and though I

have not suooeeded in bringing it about as yet, and did not really expeot to

suooeed so promptly, I llJIl still very hopeful.

I llJIl awaiting with interest the first news of your trip across

the continent and your western oontacts. I look to Beatrice to see that you

do not over-exert yourself and that you oome back to us at least in as good

shape as we sent you away.
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The weather here has been perfectly marvelous. One might almost

imagine oneself at a place like Charleston or Savannah. It is cool in the

mornings and evenings, with lots of sunshine and some 'l'iarmth during the day,

nothing to speak of in the way of rain, and no snow at all.

Mason moves into 69 Alexander to start work today. All the folks

there seem to be well and if there is any grief by reason of your tenporary

absence the girls and bo' s have kept it under cover. However, we shall give

you a grand welcome when you get back.

With all good wishes to you and Beatrice from both Anne and myself,

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward 'ead Earle
c/o Frofessor Max Savelle
Stanford University
California

AF/YCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Altxandcr Streel
Princeton, New Jersey

Deer Abe:

January 26, 1939

I am sending you enclosed the manuscript of my article for

the March issue of the Politicel Science Quarterly. Until the

middle of page 4 it follows pretty closely the memorandum which

you read sometime ago. Thereafter it has been entirely recast.

I am also sending a supplementary statement which was sUb-

mitted along with the text to the Social Science Research Council.

My purpose in sending these is ~ot only because I em sure

they will have intrinsic interest for you, but also because they

~ill serve to show to you and to members of the Board who might be

interested the sort f work in which I am engaged at the moment.

Sincerely yours,

~.
Edward Mead Earle

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Prin ceton, • J.

Enclosures (2
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Supplemtlnt". St>o.te nt on riC8D "'l1it rx Policr

I t should be _de plai n to all nOlls intereated in the proposed f1llld

of atuq that no one connected with it wiahea to ham-atring the nAtional d~

renee. On the contra17, 1t ia JS17 urneet ded re thll. t through the recnaee

of critical enai tlon the military d n val forcn of the United. St tea

wl1l be BNl.e the ISOre effectlve.

!be emo dua is t le st on 1 art t s ct. It does

not define cle>rlT the role ich e ell of IOci&1 sciences i ht sonablT

be llX"Qected to plll.1 ln the ultlmt" study. I Mve not elt couroetent to IT

de ill In i relpect, but I as .1 ur d that e ch of the diaei linea will

find. wi thin t e generll.1. a co e of rearch heTe ropos d '" nUllil er of frut ttol

fielda for invest etion. 'the IlIOlt glari w almsn 11 in the field of economics

and I s ould h e it igb be osaible to obtain the alii st ce of er ons whose

ualif1 tons are Inch a to expect listie thinking. !hose econo.iats with

who I ·ve tll.lked lee no re aon ~T a :d deal f us eful ark III t not be
1-,p-c.cr,.1t

done in ia disQUsalsB.

!he questi n has been raiaed whethar it III ht not b e ....ntial to investi-

te as coroll",r,r to thia roJect t e ole liter ture nd p ctice of power

olitiel in
welcollle

ope. I a uld hell.rtl1T .. ssmeao auch amplifiCII.tion of the

f d en 1 ide9.1 here ro oee4.

I ~'ve not gone i t~ n ereonnel or iz tion of the

plu, if d w en it ia In ner • h eYer, it i bt be e i t t the

tint st uld e t e 01 tllll!lt of • of s 7 ten or elve rscna 1! a

uld be UUng to eTote eo e ti to p d~ t e robl to ..i u

kind. of tr.i 11 bus for ita el ifiCl\tiQll.. is 17lh-bus c uld t"en be submitted

Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1938 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-2-

to a still 1 rger up for cr1 tid !Ill 1llId amen ent. It would then be "p'uible

to decide u~on ersons best qualified t, follow out e~ch partieu1 r line of in-

vestigation and to draw some esti te of the tilll8 and !\mis required•

.111 ersons with" om I have t lked are reed t!:nt fult is needed t the

Iloment in the field of internAtional rel'ltions 11 not the collection of BIOre

a t~, but the animils. ti n and orglU11z tion of "la t we alreadyve. This doe.

not m8I11l, of ~urse, th'lt further res arch IIl8T not be neceas rye But it doe.

me.tUl t it hould not be undertaken until 1 rger questions of "Uey b>lve been

cle rly laid down.

It is also the op nion, not only of smolan but of pe le in the ovemment

service, that the results of the inquiry sh uld not necei.'U'il7 be incorpor ted

in 1111?renive monographs, but rather in short III or nda which lIli t be pl"lced

in the hands of rson. who ctw\lly influence the c()urae of events in W"sbington.

Senator La Follette w s p'U'ti cularl:y he just C'lnnot find

the time in the midst of his r uiine reports like those

of the Br okings Insti tution, but that m w uld greet wi th the warm..st sort of

welcome sflriea of memor d1" of thirty or larty typed s w ieh he might

re s~nab17 expect to fit into the day's wor~. This does not ..ft, of curse,

that lneer lIonoeraph. sh uld be ruled ute In fact they ahculd be elcomed

in the end, but the immedia te objective is shorter state nta of fact and their

intelligent interore tion.

It is also nece8ll'lry to lIIIlke cl8ll.r tlat whllt I &II ropoaing is not defini­

tive formulation of American OUC7. This 1& cle rly the r s naibility of

ublic agencies. I &II very mu.cb interested, h ever, in seeing that decisions

when 1'8 ehed eh"l be based u -·n a conai~erat,on of 11 relevent facta and !!lso
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wI th due c:one1de tl n of alter tl.... c "s f tlon. ~ e latter ae •

cle.~rIT t me t e !\met! n of echol ra 1. ~1a s ut cl e rl;y eomet!

Dr. Abrahaa l1exosr 1n h1s b k on unIversities (p. 14) when he 1d ..... eon-

fiietint: hilo h1llS -- in thi e world 1'0 ckl~ b"ne th d ound us, 1Ih-re 1s

t eory to be worked ::-ut, ere e a el I ec:>nollie roll1ems to be ana1,.sed,

wh ro> e t and eta t !i C. t:l f ceo ere is the truth, weI -

e e or e1 e, to to 1d, were •
1" It It IJ~ £;p

t b. t., seer d to

tell It, wh-r , in II 8Ul'e 1 is p a ib1e. is consci 'la, .Uberate,

d lrrea nsible th~ t to be give to t~s ak 0 res is rId of

ours t our own 11 in-, un1eaa, first and tore It, in t " uni... rsit;yT The

wIt ot n baa thus f r contrived no oth"r co r b1e nc:r. •

Jro reten e is II • t t the .tcial h"r. -rese ted is In anTthi~ but

prell 1 'rIf f , and I 0 e It will be jw d ncl 1v 11' wi t11 t e undera lIlld-

1~ that 1\ 18 ••reIT a n!11ll1n~r;r s t nt ot t 111 ht be done.
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THE IN TITUTE FOR ADVANCED S'I1JDY
School of Economics and Politics

69 Alexander street
Princeton. New Jersey January 8, 1938

To: Mrs. Balley

From: Mr. Earle

Subject: Travel expenses

The travel expenses itemized below date frOM October

1 to January 7 and include joint expen e incurred by

Mr. Il1trany and at the meetings of the erican Hiatori-

cal Association at Philadelphia.

Hotel........ .... 71.00
RaU....y and pull-

man. • • . • • •• • • • • 41..30
.al8............ 40.50

Tel. and tel..... 6.89
T 5............ 9.90

c.......... ... .60 173.19

aabington - 2
Philadelphia-l
Ne. York

trips
t.rip

5 trip

Paid by National Newark & Essex Banking Co. check o. 2310, dated Jan. 24, 1938
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Dear Ed:

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
(POu,,~.tD IT l.OUI$ aAl\IllIJh.U AloiD MU. nux 'UUJ, 1930)

..na

20 X.\SS:\li STREET

J>RJ~crros. SEW JEJUiEY

January 4, 1938

nunns
,..., ... It Jo; • .IoYDt.LOt1l.

mc.ul.~

....U.ILUol TUX'" La

JUUUI AIOllloWAlJJ

JOllllo I. H.urI'"

AJ..ASMlI'i •• HOUtilll'O'"

U)llI UlL D. U1DhDOiU'

IIUIIUT II. XA.UI

Wllf'l£U) w. aJULQ

nGUlIoCl: L lAall\:

"'ALTO W. srur,uT
PD:CT •. ''RAUl

aUl'ALII \"T.aLt:.:

UWII H. WUO

LlJl nt::nul

L01.:I. ILUUUCU

1IlU. 'EUX nao

I had a good deal of leisure yester ay afternoon and I devoted it

to reviewing ~ conversation ith ou, as well as your letter of December 30.

I see it - sUbjeot to correotion at any time - after oonversation with you,

your various ambitions - all laudable and unierstandable - fall in order of

importance into the following oategory:

1. Demonstrate that you are, as I know you are and as you knaw

ou are, a well man, so that all r or and tal about your previo disability

will forever disappear. Perhaps I should r~ve said to you yesterday that it

is not a J:1onth since an aoquaintanoe of yours in New Yor told me that she s

sorry to learn that you had had a relapse. I laughed in h"r faoe and said,

"If you were as husk as Ed Earle you oould be e:xtraordinaril. hapFJ. Ee is

thorou hly well; he is on the job; he has not the sli htest psyohosis of

illness, and nobody who sees him would ever believe that he spent a day in

bed." e nt, first of all, to put an absol~te end to the r nts of such

r,,,,ors and gossip, and the r.a to do it is to go through the year very ca tio ly,

.utting no undue strain upon yourself but maintaining; the same sort of outwar

ppearanoe, as far as the orld is oon erned, as is maintained by your associates.

One unbroken, normal year or that kind will dispose of whatsoever remains of
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concern for you, for I am not concerned and I do not believe there is the

slightest ground for concern as to o'~ physical welfare. e cannot advertise

it, but e can replace it.

2. to the Langer business, I ~ inclined to believe that it

will be wise to approach this problem on a broader basis, namely, that ~nich

is pursued by the mathematicians, in the hope that we can establish w~th t~e

historians at Harvard the same sort of relationship that exists between t eir

mathematicians and ours. ,e have had here two of their professors and a number

of young en. Birkhoff, the greatest of their mathematicians, comes down here

inf'ormally from time to time to discuss ideas with our groep, just as they go

to Harvard. Garrett Birkhoff, his son, a very brilliant and promising young

man, is to be here next year. Our relations with the mathematicians at Harvard

are as informal and intimate at are the relations between our art people and

Iter Cook's roup at elf York Universi 17 •

Now. in order to bring this about, if yo approve, I propose to

do precisely what we did in the case of the mathematicians, namely, som till:e

at my convenience and his, have a talk with Conant, point out the mutw.l

advantages resulting from this ea interchange, ani s'lggest th:;t we try the

same sort of thing in your field. lihat l'lB sha 1 have to do in that event is,

first of all, to make sure that the facilities are here, and I would suggest

that,if yo do not already know, you look into the question of library and

accessories here dur~ng the next fortni 'ht, so that I =;: 0:n01 what Princeton

and the Institute possesses and hat t.">.e gaps are whic 1 will have to be filled

out to make this an attractive place in t.'te same seuse in which the mathematical

libra~ and its accessories make Fine 11 attractive to men fr~ allover
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the world. I 'Will ne t take the matter up myself with Conant, for e IlllSt

be extremely care 1 not even to appear to nesotiate with a~J Harvard prn~essor

tcmards an end of this kind without the full knowled:e and consent of President

Conant. This being the case, you can, if Lancer brings the matter up, find an

excuse for postponing your visit and Beatrice's to Boston until a proper under­
byrne

standing has been rea=hed/with Conant. This is the same procedure which I

invariably follow in deal in- with odds regarding Princeton men. If we can

=1<e Princeton as attractive in yo tr field as it is in mathemati s, don't fear,

men will came.

3. As re ards the So~ial ~cience Research Council, I should sit

back and hear what Crane has to say. I deprecate the feeling that there exists

now or that there is in the off~~ an bmnediate crisis. If such is the case,

research and reason, for lrllich this Institllte and all niversities stand, go

m the boards. The ne spapers and the politicians will howl themselves hoarse

am nothing ove say 'Will have any influence whatsoever. You are a scholar and

ou have got to calculate in tenus of long spans, and :;ou will ultU:lately be

influential, as Aristotle was influential, and all other thinkers down throu~

Pewton and 3entham to Linstein, because 'l'hat they said was established and

slowly percolated into the pUblic mind and conscience. "Then ;,"ou hear from

Crane as to what he is willing to do, let us sit dovlIl very quietly and calmly

in an a~osphere of soholarship and reason ~nd ask ourselves what we oan do,

if anything. I should be the last person to wish to decide this question for

you. The question is up to you and I only want to emphasize the conditions

under which I think you may e able to reach a wise decision. .e have no

responsibilit for aotion, but we have enormous responsibility for ascertaining

facts and seein'"" to it that the are made available.
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~ to Bailey, I see no reason wh ou should not, on your western

trip, size him up and in a gener 1 we ascertain whether he t inks it likely

that he can obtain leave to come on here for a year. And I thin.1c: it 1'IOuld be

all to the ood if you make the acq:lS.intanoe of the people at the Huntington

Library, Stanford, and the University of California. This will be a matter of

a few weeks and will not give rise to a talA with reference to your health,

provided your absence is not too extensive, as I do not think it need be. uite

to the oontrary, it will help to dissipate any notion that may exist that ou

are not in tip-top physical condition.

Al; to Sprout, I shall, when OU approve and when the time comes,

ta e the matter up with President Dodds, precisely as I did in the oase of Mason.

I think the considerations which I have mentioned above ought to

govern the form and spirit in Which your article is re-written for the Political

Science Quarterl. TIhile showing an intimate, olose knowled e of the actual

situation, the spirit should be that of a soholar - not ~ t of an advocate.

It l'I8.S really a great pleasure to have a candid talk with you

yesterday, and there is, as you know, absolutel no reason w~· anyone in the

Institute sholld not cultivate the sace sort of relationship with me. I shall

no more interfere With one school than I bave interfered 71th the mathematicians.

I ha'7e, I elieve, absolutel lived up to the ideal with w!lich we started,

namely, that the schools should be as nearly as possible "autonomous" - see

,lletin 2, pa-e 3. 'ow let us see whether tho faculty can live up to its rart,

whioh is stated on the sace pa e in the s~e bulletin. This little excitement

in rcference to titra.. may have served a good purpose if it banishes once and

for all the tho ht of any fundamental changes for the next twenty-five ~~ars.
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eatl'llhUe, if the Institute fails it 'Will not fail beca e of the Boord of

Trustees; it will fail because the men chosen to be professors have not een

equal to their opportunities, for they ha e their fate in their onn hands

in your department and 1n the hucanistic department, as th~ have in the

mathema ical department. Even without another dollar there is something that

any IllAn w.:.th ideas can do, though ::: shall make every effort to pro"'1ide for

each of the departments on approximately the scale that prevails in rnath8!!llltics.

1'0 machiner,{ - only ideas and a chance to develop them: tba t is the heart of

the Institute, and any departure from it will, in my jud ent, d

" ith all good vlishes for you and Bell. trice and Robin,

Ever affectionate~,

L.(. -:I- 1

Professor Edward Mead arle
69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

AFI CE

e it.
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