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CA. _FORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNO(__,GY
PASADENA

DABNEY HALL OF THE HUMANITIES

December 30th,
193 8.

Dr. Abraham Flexner,
Institute for Advanced Study,
69 Alexander Street,
Princeton, N.J.

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I greatly appreciate your prompt telegram
of December 28th. Naturally we are most sorry to
hear of Dr. Barle's illness, but quite understand
that under the circumstances he would be very unwise
to come out to California just now. It is our hope,
however, that he may be able to spend a while out
here later on, inasmuch as Southern California is
a pretty good place in which to convalesce during
months like February and March.

As 1t heppens the change in arrangements
has not caused us any serious inconvenience. A member
of the Huntington ILibrary staff has kindly stepped
into the breach as regards the graduate instruction
which it wes planned to have Dr. Earle give at ihe
California Institute. His four contemplated publie
lectures will, of course, be omitted unless he can
come and give them later on.

Let me take the occasion to send you my
cordial regards and holiday greetings.

Very sincerely yours,

z::«i;,::__ tﬁ,fﬁh‘.-Aup

Willi&m Be mlnro.

WBM/R
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To Dr. ¥ax Tarrand
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Place. Tasadena, California
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December 15, 1938
Pe=r Ed:
I have your note of Deceaber 14.
Non't you pigase tell Professor Strayer to get
in touch with me at the beginning of the second
semester, and, if you sbom be awey, 1 will make
satisfactory arrangements somchow.  #e are not
quite clear as to justshat we shell necd or do
in the matter of space, but, if you want us to
take care of Strayer, we will do it. i
Ever affectionately,
Professor Fdward desu Earle ABRAHAM FLEXNER
69 Alexenuer Street

Princeton, New Jersey
AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Screet )
Princeton, New Jersey December 14. 1938

MEMORANDUM
To: Dr. Flexner
From: Professor Earle

Sub ject: Professor Strayer

You will recall that during the autumn we discussed the pos-
sibility of office accommodations for Professor Joseph L. Strayer
of the Department of History in Princeton University. You said
that as it would be necessary for you to acquire additional space
about the first of January when Professors Stewart and Warren
come to the Institute, that you should like, if possible at that
time, to mske arrangements which would enable us to accommodate
Professor Strayer for the second semester.

As I shall be away at the time this question comes up for
decision, I should just like to leave this memorandum for you.
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_Dear Abel

Decamber 2, 1938

Dr, Abraham nm.!', Diroctor
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Wew Jersey

Your letter ahout "rofesscr Windelband is another one of
those heartbreaking things. Ordinarily, as you know, any ine
stitution in America would be hapy to snap up a m"n wh~ has
these arvarent qualifications. In the present circumstances
we shall just have %o see what we can gsee.

. I shall certainly go over the case thoroughly with my
friends at Columbia, with those who are in attendance at the
annual mecting of the American Historical Assceiation, and with
the Pagific coast universities,

Bere 13 a suggestion which might be pas=zed om to Professor
Windelband., If he is definitely ecoming to America, 1t might be
wige for him to withhold publication of the firgt volume of his v

"work on Bigmarck until he arrives here =2nd to have the book vub-

lighed in English translation. I myself am doubtful whether the _ ‘
wvhole truth ahout Bismardc could be told in present Aay Geraany 4%
and it would be tragiec to have the story dwarfed in any way by

even unconscious pressure from Nazi authorities. Also, it would

be of indubitable help to Professor 7inielband in’obtaining a

post herea 4{f his hocdk ecould be mbu-hod under the ausnices of

some American university. .

I think you know hov deeply considerations of this kind
touch me,

Sincerely yours,

‘.m rarle
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TO #HOM IT WAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that Fdward Mead Parle
holds a permanent professorship in the School of Economics
and Politics of the Institute for Advanced Study, located
at Princeton, New Jersey, and that he receives an annual

salary of $10,000.00.

ESTHERB.QAQE»
Eecretary

Dated at Princeton, New Jersey

November 30, 1938
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November 19, 1938

I showed yours ol the twe.lth to

dr, Heyl, Acting ~ibr-ri n of Priscetum University,
and 1 hove th s morning Lhc enclosed regeri frum
h.s, ile I reklize th t these books uo mot lewve
ths Upniver:zity Libruary, I wouder, «hen & number of
needs of this kind has srisem, wmuelicr lhey cannot
be concuitec im the Library by you or aitr.uy or

hoever .alae wznts them, This is only & suggestiom
snd mot a ruling,

. Alweys clneerely,
Professor Bdtard dead Earle ABRAHAM FLEXNER
69 Alexmder Strect
?I:s.ncatc-, New Jercey

AFSEED
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street 3
Princeton, New Jersey November 12, 1938

Dear Abe:

One of the nroblems which we are facing is the gradual building
up of a library in economics, politics and history. What we need
most, of course, is a reference library. We now have, as you know,
the Encyclonedia of the Socizl Sciences,and a large number of refer-
ence volumes which have been contributed by Mr. Riefler, Mr, Mitrany
end me Dersonally. There are still large gans znd some urgent needs.
Reference books, as you know, may not be removed from the University
Library and whenever any extensive note-taking is required, there is
a2 serious waste of time in assembling materisls,

Among other things which we need, or at least which I need most
of all, is the Dictionarvy of American Biograohy, which unfortunately
costs $200. This, I gather, is a larger sum than the Institute
could exvend at this time. In this particular instance, however,
the volumes could be purchased on time payments without any red
tape. There is 2lso the Internationsl Bibliogzravhy of Historieszl
Sciences which was advertised last year at the suecisl »rice of
eleven pounds sterling and could probably still be purchased at
thie price. Desnite the title, these volumes dezl with economics,
politics, and international relations, as well as with history.

Of course the ideal arrangement would be to have a library bud-
get drawn up sgeinet which purchases coculd be made without questions
coming up as to individual cases, As I think you are aware, this
will become increasingly vressing as we occupy the new building and
as our program of exnansion is graduslly carried out. This is one
of the things which should be kept in mind from year to year.

You will be interested to !mow that Mr, Riefler and Mr, Mitrany
have seen 2nd approved the text of this letter. Mr. Stewart is also
familiar with the contents of the letter and approves of the ideas
here advanced.

Sincerely,

Edward Mead Earle
Dr. Abraham Flexner
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FRINCETON UNIVERSITY
The Library

Princeton, Tew Jersey
November 18, 1938

Dr. Abreham Flexner :
The Institute for Advanced Study *
20 Nassau St. 1
Princeton, H. J.
Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am returning Dr. Earle's letter which you gave me yester-
day, and can report to you that we have two sets of the Diectionary of |
American Biography, one in the Catalogue Department and one in the
reference alcove in the Reading Room. Ve also have & set of all of
the volumes to date of the International Bibliography of Historical
Sciences. That set is located in the History Seminar. The special
price of 11/0/0 mentioned in Dr. Earle's letter seems very reasonable.

Very truly yours,
(8igned) Lawrence Heyl

Aeting Librarian
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November 8, 1938
Dear Ed:

I «m sending yuu « coyy of Loveday's
memor:ndum «nd of Bob Karren's comment om it, I
think that you and Mitrany and Win mey find it
worth whiie to discuss them both,

Very sincerely yours,
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Edward Mead Larle
69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

AFESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street

Princeton, New Jersey November Y4 , 1938

Dezr Abe!

Professor Sontag has sent me the following message from
President Dodds to Professor Munro, head of the Denartment of
Historyo

"Because of the very limited quarters which the

Institute for Advanced Study enjoys, it is contrary

to our nolicy to request that they provide svace for

any of our staff. When the suggestion comes from them

it is another matter. But I feel that it would be em-

barrassing to them, 2nd not good taste for me to sug-

gest a room for Mr. Strayer in view of the Institute's

1limited accommodations,"

In view of the second sentence in Mr., Dodds' letter, I sup-
pose that the guestion might still be considered onen. I feel
sorry for young Strayer, who, like many other young men here, is
having a2 tough time keeping his head above water. As I under-
stand it, the University does not provide him with office accom-
modations and he can work only at home where his attention is
distracted by family resnonsibilities including =2 recently born

baby. Of course 69 Alexander Street is zoing to be crowded dur-

ing the second term this year and I understoocd from you that
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it might be necessary for us to rent additional offices after the

arrival of Professor Stewart and Professor Warren., All I can say

Convenicntly Ot legiti rmartuts,
is that Strayer is worthy of whatever help we canﬁgiva him,

Sincerely,

A

Edward Mead Earle

Dr. Abraham Flemmer
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

November 1st,1938.

Dear Professor Munro:

Because of the very limited

i

quarters which the Institute for Advanced Study

enjoys, it is contrary to our policy to request

that they provide space for any of our staff, A
When the suggestion comes from then; it is another
metters But I feel that it would be embarrassing 3
to them, and not good taste for me to suggest a

room for Mr. Strayer in view of the Institute's

limited eccommodations.

Sincerely yours,

Neoo

Professor Dana G. Munro,
202 Dickinson Hall,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSOX 3. HOUGHTON (POUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBEIRGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

Chairman
OFFICE
HERBERT H. MAASS
Vice-Chai 20 NASSAU STREET

WALTER W. STEWART PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fice-Chairman J - CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

SBAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF ‘_ i
Treasurer

TRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer

pviaiad= v October 20, 1938

Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear FEd:

FRANK AYDELOTTE
FDGAR . BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDEXWALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
WINFIELD W. RIEFLER
FLORENCE R. BABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY 8. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

Miss Eichelser has just explained to me that Keppel does not

want a report on your work., I am in the same situation as Keppel.

not care for a report any more than he does.

I do

Last night I sat and thought for a while over our conversation

over the telephone regarding Sontag's proposition.

You made an allusion in

the course of our conversation to the place of history in the future develop-

ment of the Institute, and I wondered how you conceived this development.

Veblen conceived the mathematical scheme, and it has worked out pretty much

along the lines that he outlined, though, of course, we have never felt

that we were bound to adhere to it. In the same way Panofsky and Morey and

Meritt have outlined the humasnistic development, and whatever we have done

has, broasdly speaking, followed within their plan.

Riefler very definitely

is responsible for the turn which economics has taken and/has made an

enormous contribution, first, in men and, in 211 probzbility, in mesns

towardes its realization.

My own part has been to select someone with imagination and

discretion and to sense what is important and what is missing.
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From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA .w

Professor Earle October 20, 1938 -2 -

I do not know when we shall have the means for a forward move-
ment in history, but we ought to be ready with a well-thought-out and
well-knit plan, or, better still, the nucleus of a plan, against the day
when the meens become avzilable. There is no hurry, but I would like to
have from you a2t your convenience, any time in the course of the year, just
such a2 memorandum as I have had in succession from Veblen, Panofsky, and Win.
"Chance favors the prepared mind." I want the idea before I even make the
effort to get the money.

Ever sincerely,

A.<,
(
Professor Edward Mead Earle

69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street October 17, 1938
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Abe:
I am writing you with regard to the following paragraph of 2
letter which I have received from Professor Sontag:-
"There is a matter on which I wish you would give a
1ittle thought. You have undoubtedly heard me say that Joe

Strayer is just about the best man we have. We are giving

him leave second term to complete a study of Philip the Fair

upon which he has done extensive research abroad. I wonder

if 1t would be possible for you people to take him on as a

Fellow, giving him an office and poesibly some secretarial

aseistance, I am sure that his work will reflect credit on

the Institute if you are able to take him on,"

Ag you know I have no special competence in the field in which
Professor Strayer works. Furthermore, if it is going to be vpossible
during this year or next to allot any considerable portion of the In-
stitute's funds to work im history, there are a number of enterprises
which I would much prefer to undertake. I can a-preciate, however,
that there are other questions of Institute policy involved. I am,
therefore, quite willing that you should make the decision on that score,

If you wish to talk with me sbout this, I shall of course be happy

to see you at any time you suggest.

Sincerely yours,

V%

Dr. Abraham Flexmer
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUTS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
RERCK EDGAR 8. BAMEERGER
g 20 NASSAU STREET N
Vice-Chairman -
WALTER W. STEWART PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY JOLIUE PREEWwALS
Vice-Chairman CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON 3. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
IEA A. SCHUR WINFIELD W. RIEFLER

FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
ESTHER §. BAILEY PERCY §.

Secretary October 3’ 1938 oswm: '::‘x:.
LEWIS H. WEED

Assistant Treasurer

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Director of the Institute LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
Dear Ed: MRS. FELIX FULD

Mrs, Bailey has shown me your note of September 28 to
Mr. Field,

The Institute has joined a few organizations like the
American Historical Society and the American Mathematical Society,
which are really scientific organizations, sand membership gives
us their publications. I have had the feeling that the Institute

? of Pacific Relations is not of this same disinterested quality

{ and that the persons interested in it are tendentious in their

\n opinions and that theirﬁseriodical represents their point of view.
If T am correct in so thinking, the Institute ought not, I think, to
be a party to the organization. Whatever any member wishes to do
ir{lhis personal capacity, you must be the judge. I know it is infinitely
easier to keep to a high level in mathematics than irhistory or public
relations, With this statement of principle before you just tell me
what course you wish to pursue.

Always sincerely,

Professor Edward Mead Earle
69 Alexander Street

05 8
Princeton, New Jersey '"‘_::D

AF:ESB

/
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey September 16 , 1938

Dear Abe:

I telephoned you last night at your apartment almost immediately
after landing, but got no answer. Ben's telephone, they told me,
was disconnected so I was unable to send love to any of the Flexmers,

Thie morning I find your letter of September 14 with its catalogue
of unfortunate catastrophies. You can imagine how sorry I am to hear
that both Mrs, Bailey and Anne have had accidents.

I am going off to Afton this afternoon to spend several days
with Carlton Hayes, as I think I wrote you sometime ago, I shall pro-
bably not be back until the end of next week,

I stopped to see Edgar Mayer late yesterday afternmoon and he
pronounced me fit as a fiddle and none the worse for wear., There has
been a good deal of wear, but it has been a fascinating experience
and worth more than anyone can know,

I shall be eager to see you when things shake down a bit and to
hear all the news. Meantime my evéry good wish to you all and my
hopes for a smaller hospital ward.

Always affectionately,

P!

7

Dr. Abraham Flexner
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of History September 14, 1938

Dear Ed:

I put off answering your letter until
I could get hold of the Norman Angell book, By
the time I got hold of the book and read it the
summer was almost gone and then on calling Alex-
ander Street I found you would have left before
my letter could reach you. The book was awfully
good and I think I might have used 1t if I were
teaching next year but at the last minute in June
I was glven leave for the whole year, In a way
I was sorry because I should have liked a respite
but on the other hand I am qulite sure that I will
be able to finish my second Anglo-German volume,
or nearly complete 1t, .by a year from now, it
1s golng to be a lot of work because there are some
documentary collections on which I have taken no
detalled notes, The other book is now in proof
and I hope to get 1t to you next month. T am
afrald you will be disarpointed that I did not
feel fresh enough to work out all of your suggestions
in detall but I did manage to get in enough to
improve the manuscript materially.

There 18 a matter on which I wish you
would give a little thought. You have undoubtedly
heerd me say that Joe Strayer is Jjust about the
best man we have, We are glving him leave second
term to complete a study of Philip the Fair upon
which he has done extensive research abroad, I
wonder if 1t would be possible for you people to
. take him on as a Fellow, giving him an office and
| possibly some secretarial assistence. I am sure

that his work will reflect credlt on the Institute
Lé? you gre able to take him on.

It will be good to see you again and to
talk about Europe - i1f by then there ie anything
left of Europe.

Yours
Dr. Edward Mead Earle j;f

Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

S——
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September 14, 1938 L

Dear Eds
_ I have hed your notes from time to time during the summer,
but I felt that, ‘s you were on the jump, the less you were troutled with
correspondence the better for you. I am delighted to know that you end
Beatrice and Robin have had so interesting and successful a journey. PFurope
éﬂat have been a hectic place during these last few months, and I assume
that though you have seen much you have concluded little. I am not sure that
you won't be in a position to form & better judgment in New York after you
have read American and English newspapers than anyone can form while in the
midet of such & caldron of hate and horror. |
1 came down rm Canada lsst Saturday, bringing with me the
wreck of Mrs. Bailey, “or she had slipped on the steps at camp and broken
her right leg in two places. She recelved, however, er':eollent medical atten~
tion and, though still wearing a cast, was able to be moved on Saturday. We
mede the trip from Amic to Princston without difficulty. She is now at the
Princeton Inn, where she has no steps to climb snd can use the elevator to go
up and dowm, =nd she is just beginning to use crutches.

E Amne also had an accident -%ﬂm, but annoyi ‘ apg

and broke two bones 1nomdh¢rMs &mlml'ho”“
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' Earle September 14, 1938
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in a cast and a sling for several weeks. The cast has mow been removed and
she is using her fingers with ingrensing ease.

. I have kept well, 2s indeed, I had to do, for there must be
someone to look after the invalids.

The summer wag a perfectly superb one for vs from the standpoint
of weather. We had no rain and absolutely no heat, though pecple in this part
of the world sweltered as though in a furnace.

It will be & great joy to see you and Beatrice and Robin. I am
dining with Mr, Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld in South Orange this evening and then

~goiag on to Hew York, where I have appointments until Sunday, when I shall
{*mrn to Princeton for good.
% %# Give our love to Beatrice and Robin and believe me

Ever sincerely,

. ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Edward Mead PFarle
69 Alexander Btreet
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/MCE

o (
g
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HOTEL ROBLIN
6.Rue Chauveau-Lagarde

Telecs MOTELROBUIN PARIS PARIS 8%
ANIOU B7-00

Memes Maisons Tespn Siignas
INTER ANJOU 54

HOTEL SAN REGIS Cw ELvSies)
RESTAURANT TOUR DARGENT

Pt 4 september 1938

Dear Abe

This is just to let you know that we are
all three sailing on the "Washington" on Thursday
of this week, arriving in New York on the 15th or
léthl

e have just learned from our landlord in
Princeton that the painters will be in possession
of the house from the 16th until about the 20th;
therefore Robin is going%o vieit some friends at
the Shore, and I am going to visit Carlton Hayes
at Afton for a few days, while Beatrice sturggles
with the household.

If there is anything I can do for you or
for the Institute before I go to Afton (probably
the day after we land), you have only to say sos
A letter addressed to me at the Washington at New
York should be delivered &% promptly. And, of
course, I shall report to Niss Wise promptly upon
my arrival in Princeton.

As I have heard nothing from you since I
saw you in London, I am concerned as to whether
you have had a successful summer. I do hope that
you will come back refreshed and that your plans
for the Institute have met with full success.

We all three send all good wishes to you
and Anne As evey

/
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dagnetawan, via Burks Falls
Untario, Canada
kagust 27, 1958

Dear Farrand:

Thank you for writing me candidly on the subject of Earle,
‘he Institute is in the same position as the Huntington Library. ¥e huve
budgeted every dollar on which we could fully cuunt so that we will be in no
position to finance the trip to th. Coast, I thoroughly uncerstand your
attitude regarding Earle's work, a:d 1 am mot surprised. He is & firsterate
person who for ten years has beem out ol practice and necds now to scttle down
and to devote hiuself to the sowverest kind of iateiliectusl effort, Thut will,
I think, remeay the defect which you note and of which I have had =light and
occaslional indications, but I have not been d.sturbed be¢u.se 1 have enormous
confidence in Earle's great ebilitics and ighis high standards,

Let meknow 4f a2t amy time you aould like me to s eak to hia,
Heanwhile, I shall let you write him as you sugyest.

With all good =ishes and very high raegard,

Sincerely vours,

A . ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Ba. Harbor,dsine
AFESB
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Max FARRAND ReeF POINT

BAR HARBOR, MAINE.

August 23, 1938

7, -
. Dr. Abrahem Flexner

Vo, Institute for Advanced Study
\, Princeton, lew Yersey
Dear Flexner:

I am just a little distwurbed over one point in connection
with Earle's coming to the Huntington Library this winter,
and that is with regard to his possible expectation of our
making a contribution toward his expenses.

For your own information I would say that the one thing
disturbins me when I met Earle was the evident fact that he had
not of recent years been subjected to the rigid mental disci-
pline that first class research work demands. This exhibited
itself in a tendency to generalize and reach conclusions more
quickly than the facts he had at hand warranted. All that I
said to him was that the best thing for his own development
would be to come to the Huntington Library for a couple of
months when we had some of our first class scholars there and
were conductins some of our conferences in which he might
participate. He said at once that nothing would please him
more but that he did not wish to initiate the move for his
coming West in the winter for fear it misht be misunderstood
as being based on grounds of health. If I would write -
to you he thought it misht work out better and I was only
too glad to do so as I have been egger to see Earle at the
Huntington Library, and my eagerness was only increased
by meeting him.

Just as soon as it was declded that he wonld come out
I mentioned 1t to the trustees as well as another similar
caese and asked permission to have them reco*nized as "Honorary
Fellows" or "Honorary Assoclate lMembers" of the research steff.

As soon as I spoke of this Munro asked if he might invite
him to do some teachings at the California Institute. I told
Munro to let me write and inquire and that has worked out
satisfactorily.

A letter has just come from Earle written in Paris in which
he spoke of "how appreciative 1 am of the honor you are con-
ferrins on me and how grateful I am to you personally." It
just made me a 1little fearful that a slight misunderstanding
had rsrown up z2nd if he was expectinz us to make a contribution
to his expenses, as we do in the case of many of our visliting
scholars, there micht be some feeling if it were not forth
coming.

MADE N ENGLAND. .
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Dr. Abrgham Flenxer - 2 Augsust 23, 1938

It happens that we are in a financial situation that
would make the trustees unwilling to expend any amount unless
it were for the purpose of developing our own research pro-
gram. That is not yet the case so far as Earle is concerned.
We should be gzlad to recoznize him by virtue of the position
he holds with you. I should be glad to invite him for his
own sake and because 1 believe he has the stuff in him that
will show in a real scholarly contribution, and if 1t should
turn out to be in some line connected with our own program,

I should be delighted to have him cooperate.

My misgivings may be entirely imaginary and I thoucht
I should write you about it first,not with any idea that
you would spesk to Earle, for I1'll, take that responsibility,
in fact I would rather that you BS54 not mention the thing
to him, but simply &2 ask you to put me wise as to whether
I need to say specificglly to him that there will be no
contribution availebl us.

Feeling sure that you will appreciate the gquandary
in which I find myself, I am

Sincerely yours,

MF/H
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Send the following message, subject lo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Earle
Citiwesend
London

By all means accept California invitations

Flexner

(Charge Institute for Advanced Study
July 7, 1938)

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES
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In care of the

National City Bank of New York
11 waterloo Flace

London, S«We 1

Dear Abe

After a few days in Oxford and two days in Cambridge
(mostly spent with Temperly), I have returned to London for the
last of my work here. I anticipate it will be about two weeks
before I shall have seen the people I wish to see here; then I
hope tc get on to the Continent.

I was sorry not to have had a talk with you concern-
ing the results of your inquiries in BEurope about the work in
economicse But I saw Win for a while yesterday, and he indica-
ted that you had arrived at some tentative conclusions and had
some hopes of taking some forward steps presently. HNaturally,

I shail be eager to hear of developments as they proceed.

Saturday afternoon I received a letter from Nax Far-
rand and a letter from We B. Munro, both asking me whether it
would be possible for me to spend a term at Pasadena this winter
under the joint auspices of the Huntington Library and the Qali-
fornia Institute of Technology. At the Library it would be pos-
sible for me to work on any materials within my field, as I
might wish and without commitments of any kind; at the Institute
I should be expected to give a seminar to & small group of gradu-
ate students on some phase of American history. The California
Institute would pay a small honorarium, presumably adequate to
defray all or the major part of my expenses.

As you know, this invitation is a great honor. (Cff-hand
I can think of the following historians who have been similarly
invited: Beard, Becker, NcIlwein, Turner, Nevins, rhilip Guedalla.
In the profession it is, rightly or wrongly, considered a mark of
distinction.

I should dislike to be away from Princeton for the
period involved—1I presume ten weeks— but there would be certain
obvious advantages in my being in California during the worst of
the winter. Naturally, however, I wish the ultimate decision to
be made with reference to the welfare of the Institute (our Insti-
tute, that is). I am therefore presenting the facts to you and
asking you for your judgment. MNeanwhile, I have written to Farrand
and Munro, thanking them and saying that, although I should like
very much tc accept, the ultimate decision mist rest with you.

After you have given the matter careful considerstion,
perhaps you would be willing to cable me in care of CITIWESEND,
Lmdon.

All continues to go well for us all threee. And each
day confirms the wisdom of spending this summer abroad.

Always affegtionately

Dre Abraham Flexner /
Frinceton
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Professor Edward Mead Earle v
57 Cleveland Lane : '
Princeton, New Jersey e

My dear Professor lu-hll

1 am sending you herewith check of National Newark & E ::.'

A A 0 rssod SRR e l]?:r’lkizzgzco., ay 3:
Emipou travel, which represents grants from

the Carnegle Corporation of New York and the

Institute, the Carnegic grant being made for

"development of programs of the Corporation”,

Very truly yours,
&STHER 8. BAREY
ESB Seeretary
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Dear Eds

I have just received the enclosed
book from Professor S. H. Bailey. I wonder
if it will not interest you and perhaps also
Mitrany, I am sending you the post card,
which you and he can fill out to suit yourselvea.

Ever sincerely,

ARRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Edward lMead Earle
69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

" AFJucE
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April 12, 1938

Dear Eds
I have the enclosed letter from Langer.
Will you plesse returm it for my files when you
have read it?
Ever sincerely,

.\!‘AAHAN FLEXDMNEN

Professor Edward sead Earle
69 Alevander Street
Princeton, Rew Jersey

AF/uCE
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April 1, 1938

I am enclosing copy of the letter
which I wrote to Langer. JYou are quite right
that I am the person to write it.

Thank you very much for the clippings
which Miss Wise sent me.

Ever sincerely,

ARTWAMAI FLEXNER

Professor Edward Mead Esrle
69 Alexsnder Street
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/uCE
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darch 29, 1938
Profezsor Idward wsad Earle
69 Llesxzrder Otroet
Princeton, New Jercey
dy dear Professor Earleg
I am sending you herewith check for
$560,08 to reiaturse you for your travelimg
ex enses in connection with your trip %o
California, J nuery Zi<darch 1li, 1956,
Very truly yours,
gsTHER 8. gAILEY
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street

Princeton, New Jersey March 26. 1938

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Abe:
ey

You suggzested to me the other, that I write to Langer and
tell him that we could not arrange to have him next year. Since
then I have been thinking about it 2 good deal and feel that it
would be wiser from every point of view if you could write the
letter. If the decision comes from me, Langer will think in
some manner or other that it is an indication that I am less
enthusiastic sbout him than I was before. This, of course, is
something which I am eager to avoid. Also, I think that he
would consider it aspecial courtesy if the final decision were
made by you as Diréctor. This is especially so as the reasons
are administrative rather than academic.

If you still wish me to write the letter, I shall, of

course, do so; but I should much prefer to have it come from
you.

Sincerely yours,

Edward Mead Earle
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March 14, 1933

Dear Farrands

Thank you very, very auch for your letter of Mearch 15.
I am delighted thet your favorable impression of Larie hes ULeen con-
firmed. There is no reason why he should not in the future tzke
advantage of your very generous offer in order to associaie hime. lf
with th; gcholars who are working at the Huntingtonm Library. 1t wmay
well be thai a summer - perhaps the coming summer - would prove idesl
for thet purpose, for I have always felt that southern California was
a betisr summer climate than a winter climate. 1 shall second your
efforts to get him to renew his visit to the coast.

Please remember me to your wife and your brolher and his
wife, and believe me

Always sincerely,

ABRNAHAM FLEXNER

Dr. Max Farrand
Huntington Library and Art Gellery
San Marino, California

AF/SCE
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Athenaenm
551 South Hill Avenue
Pnut]cna, Cia.li[omia

7 yarch 1938

Dear Abe

This is just a brief ncte to let you know that I
am about to depart for home. Train service is jusi—ebeud
to be resumed after almost a week of interruption because
of the flood. As it is, one has to go to Barstow (155
miles away) by bus, as all trains for the East are arriving
and departing from there. It will be ancther ten days or
two weeks, they estimate, before service can be inaugurated
to and from Los Angeles.

I shall not stop now to give you further details of
my trip since I last wrote you, as I shall be able to report
in person on Sunday or Monday. But this has meant a great
deal to me. Among other things I have renewed my faith in
and ny devotion to this fabulous empire which goes by the
name of the United States of America. When our forefathers
visualized, even in a smmll way, our destiny on the continent
of North America—away from the accumlated centuries of
strife in Burope-they showed rare prescience. It ought to
be compulsory for every American, not to mention everyone
contemplating American citizenship, to see for himself that
there is a2 portion of the United 'States located west of the
Hudson River.

As you kmow, lkre. and lirs. Aydelotte have been here,
and it has been a great privilege to become acquainted with
thems He is as happy in his research as a small boy with a
new toy, and he dreads the return to presidential respon-
sibilities.

Put enough for now except tc send my greetings tc
everyone at the Institute and my love to you and Annee.

As always

Dr. Abrsham Flexner /
Frinceton
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HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY

SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA

MAX FARRAND March 5, 1938

DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH

Dr Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Flexner,

Earle has been here and at the Library
several times, confirming the favorable impression I
had gathered without ever having met him. It would
do him a lot of good to work here at the Huntington
Library over a protracted period, both for the szake
of advancing his own research interests and for what
wonld come from associztion with some of the scholars
who are working here. There are a larger number of
men from universities working here in the summer but
there is also a smaller and in some respects a more
selected group working during the winter, so I am di-
vided. I should like to see him come in the summer
and also in the winter. Whenever he does come, I
hope he may be able to settle down for z month or two
without distractions.

We should very much like to have him here.
Do urge him to come.

Sincerely yours, »
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
oFFICE EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
HERSERT H. MaASS 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXIS CARREL
FVice-Chairman ABRAHAM FLEXNER
WALTER ‘W. STEWART PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
Vice-Chairman CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN k. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
oy I WINFIELD W. RIEFLER
FLORENCE R.
Assistant Treasurer Feb 28 1938 Y s "‘“:n
ESTHER §. BAILEY s de i : PERCY 5. STRAUS
Secretary OSWALD VEBLEN

LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

LIFE TRUSTEES
Director of the Institute LOUTS SAMEERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD
Dear Ed:

I have in quick succession your letters of February 21, 22 and 25,
and better than letters, last nizht I had a long talk with Beatrice over the
telephone. I am delighted to see from your letters and to hear from Beatrice
that you have been perfectly well. The only thing she told me about which T
am dubious is your proposed visit to the Canyon. The air pressure will be so
different from normal air pressure that I wonder if that is advisable. Get
medical counsel before you undertake it.

Beatrice just missed by & hair's breadth the annual Institube
dance, which came off Saturday night, while she did not arrive here until
Sunday morning. It was a grand success. Dodds, Einstein and other bigwigs
were present, and while Dodds danced Einstein played ping pong. The girls
looked corking, especially our girls. In fact, our secretaries ran away with
the show in the point of looks and clothes. You should have seen them. liaybe
we can get them to put on their ball gowns and meke an appearance for your
sake and Beatrice's education./ Beginning at the top with Mrs. Bailey and
rumning down the line to liss Guinn, and including four hand-picked secretaries

from the campus (hand-picked not by me but by Mrs. Bailey and Miss Eichelser),

they made a stumning group. Miss Eichelser blossomed forth in a new zown and
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Professor Earle February 28, 1938 -2 -

velvet cost, the latter of which, zlas, could not be worn on the ballroom
floor - a great pity - though I was privileged to see it., MMiss Wise had a
brand new red gown, Miss Cutter a new blue concoction, Miss Dow a red satin,

(”"‘"’:: Miss Guinn a cream colored la_m_e', and the girls from the campus quite capbured

)'{:d‘vf'gdéuch of my affections as are not already hopelessly involved in the Institute
secretaries. The wives are all right, of course, but they are a wee bit older
and I don't think any of them had gome to their purses the way our girls did.
I think our next bulletin will suppress ideas about the professors and make
it a sort of college year book, with photographs and brief accounts of each
of our secretaries. Ve may not get as much brains in the student body, but
we will gzet more millionaires' sons.

Well, now for more serious matters. I am delighted that you have
had such a profitable time in the west and have convinced people out there
that you are a thoroughly well men and able to do a man's job. We shall all
be glad to have you back. I have heard no rumors about your health, but I
do not want to give them any chance to start.

I was deeply distressed to learn of Hale's death. He was one of
the greatest men that this country has produced within the last half century.
Indeed, he and Dr. Welch were really our greatest educational scientifiec
authorities. They did more to put us on the mep in the field of science than
anyone else.

Remember me very warmly to Farrand, who is a thoroughly kind and
lovely human being.

The paragraph which you supplied for the catalogue seems to me

sound. I am twrning it over to Mrs. Bailey, who will fit it in with the

rest of the jig-saw puzzle which constitutes our calendar.
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I am extremely anxious, for your own future development and for
the sake of the Institute, that you may find it congenial to go into your
international problem on the economic side. I think it is the key to the
whole intermational business, aside, of course, from bluster, which plays an
abnormally large part at the moment; but the realities of international poliecy
at this time, and it may be for years to come, are going to be economic.
Statecraft and military policy are going to be influenced by them far beyond
anything that was the case prior to the World War, Iloreover, if you and
Mitrany can interest yourselves in the economic aspect of your problems you
will, in my judgment, not only be on the right track, but you will make a unit
of the School of Economics and Polities, such as it will not be if there are
three tangents. On the other hand, I do not want to diectate to you or to
anybody what he shall do. In venturing to make this suggestion I am doing
what Simon did with Noguchi. When Noguchi came into the Institute he had a
definite interest, on which he spent two or three years. He would have spent
the rest of his life on it if Simon had not seen a far bigger field in relating
the work which he was so competent to undertake to the general task of the
Institute. Luckily, Noguchi listened and his fame dates not from his owm
excellent original and separate contribution on blood plates, which is
practically forgotten, but on his great bacteriological discoveries, which
fitted into the scheme of the Institute and into the whole medical pattern.

I have the same feeling that economics will for the next fifty
or one hundred years furnish the pattern and that politieal theory and state-
craft will either enter into that pattern or shriwel up. An excellent illus-
_tfation is furnished at this moment by Italy, Germany and Russia. If Italy

were the sort of monarchy that Cavour founded there would be no outery against
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an English-Italian combination. As it is, the economic policies followed by
the totalitarian states are bringing Mussolini and Hitler to their kmees =-
not their political theories, about which nobody gives a "hang", insofar as
these are merely internal matters. To be sure, their political theories came
first and the economic policies are really the result, but the economiec
policies affect the rest of the world, and if they are disastrous the politiecal
theories will crumble. The same is true of their statecraft and military
policies, which may, in the first instance, be the outcome of politieal
theories, but they will ultimately be determined by the economic results,
which affect their citizens.

I hope that you and Aydelotte may zet many chances to talk
together. Perhaps you will be lucky enough to come east on the same train.

Remember me to my friends in southern California: the Aydelottes,
the Farrands, and anyone else who has heard my name in those partse

Ever affectionately,
. +.

=

Professor Edward Mead Earle
Athenseum

581 South Hill Avenue
Pasadena, California

AF/MCE
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Atllmacﬂm
551 South Hill Avenue
Pusm!ena, Gal.ifornia

25 February 1938

Dear Abe

On the attached sheet I have written a brief
note concerning the catalogue. You will note that I have
emphasized the economic factor in American foreign rela-
tions and hope that the statement will please you in other
respects. jf.,;.u..,.d,/.c..__, s s ypeclinns .

As you know, Dre and lMrse. Aydelotte are here.
They are living at The Athenaeum, and I have the good for-
tune to have my meals with them frequently.

Farrand is being extraordinarily kind and is very
desirous that I stay on until I have seen all of their truly
remarkable collection of manuscripts. I have been handi-
capped this past week by the holiday (Washington's Birth-
day) and by the funeral of Dr. Hale of the Cbservatory, in
honor of whom the Library was closed on Thursday. This
morning I am to have a long talk with Munro, who heads up
the work in government at California Institute of Tech-

nologye. More anon, but with all good wishes
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Athenaeum

551 South Hill Avenue
Pnsulelu., Gali[ornin

22 Pebruary 1938

Dear Abe

I forgot to mention in my letter of yester-
day that my expenses in Pasadena will not be considerable,
as I shall be entertained for part of the time by my
classmate Dre Seeley G« Mudd of the California Insti-
tute of Technology.

Out of this visit I am getting not only a
good deal of information concernirg the academic life
of the racific Coast but, also, a vivid impression of
the imperiali proportions of this fabulous state of
California. Now that I am here, it would, I think, be
a great mistake for me to hurry home unless the rumors
of illness surpass all reascnable bounds. The weather
gets better by the day, and I am hoping that I may have
a couple of days in Berkeley later when the rains have
ceased.

I am sure that you will be pleased by what I
am accomplishing and that you will feei tne expense
more then justified. Even Americens need to be reminded
that this their country has been singularly blessed by
Divine Providence.

My affectiorate wishes to Anne, my regards to
krse Bailey, and my salaams to all ny Princeton friends.

As eve

r
Py
%
Dre Abrsham Flexner -

Princeton
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The Athenaeum
Pasadena, California
21 February 1938

Dear Abe

I feel very guilty for not having written you more fre-
quently. The days seem so full of interesting things that I
always procrastinate about correspondence. And I have no kiss
Wise to see that I am prompt in meeting nmy obligations and to
take down my letters in shorthand.

It was, of course, disappointing to hear that Miss Walker
does not see her way clear to share the expenses of my trip abroad.
However, I feel that in some way the ways and means will be found,
as I am sure you appreciate the importance of my seeing the
Kaleidoscope of Eurocpe during the coming summer. I know that you
wish to see this accomplished and am confident that it will be
arranged.

Everyone here is being most kind. Farrand has taken me
right in and has ziven me the keys to the city. Mmro promises
to help a good deal. And a Columbia classmate of mine, director
of the radilegical laboratory, has smoothed all sorts of rough
spots. He happans to be chairman of the house committee of the
Athenasum, the faculty house of the California Institute of Tech-
nology, the Huntington Library, and the Mount Wilson Cbservatory.

After a nightmare of hurricane, cloudburste, a slight
tremor and ten consecutive deys of rain at Falo Alto, we returned
here to springtime and sunshine. It is beautiful beyond words.

I am very well and seem to be thriving on the ineredibly lovely
climtes Although I keep pretiy busy, I am not overtaxing my
strength and shall return to you more vigorous then ever. Alas,
Beatrice had to depart for home today; as she is staying at the
Grand Qanyon for a day or so, she will not get back to Frinceton
until Sunday at which time she will report to you on the course of
events here.

Ny stay at Stanford was altogether profitable. Bailey is
a presentable yo with a good deal of imagination and gquantities
of energy. He d, I think, be a good prospect; there is some
doubt as to whether he would be available next year. He is an asso-
ciate professor at an annual salary of $3800. I had a long talk
about him with the head of his department, but I made no mention to
Bailey himself about the purpose of my visit. I shall reserve de-
tailed comment until I see you.

At Berkeley I was overwhelmed by the size of things. It
was like being in the path of an avalanche. There are twelve thousand
undergraduates, separated into class sections of mss-meeting size.
I discovered one seminar in politics with 106 students. I am afraid
that I have not done justice to the institution; and if there is time,
I my go back there for a few days before returning east. (I have a
round-trip ticket to San Francisco which I can use without expense to
the Institute.)
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Here at Fasadena there is a good deal to be seen. A4s you
know, the California Institute of Technology is doing some useful
worke Farrand is eager to have me do a good job in getting ac-
quainted with the Librarye. And from some of the wise heads here
I hope to acquire some useful informtion about the world of
scholarship on the West Coast. I do hope, therefore, that it will
be agreeable to you if I stay on for another two or three weeks.
Beatrice promises to report promptly if there are any ugly rumors
afloat about my health, which I can assure you is extraordinarily
good.

I am afraid that this will have to be all for the present.
But I shall write again soon.

Flease remember me cordially to everyone in Princeton. You
all will be pleased to see how blooming I look when I return—and
wiser, too, I trust.

Always affectionately

/%

Dre« Abraham Flexner
Princeton
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PALO ALTO
CALIFORNIA

February 11, 1938

Dr. Abrzham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Abe:

This will be just the briefest of notes to let you
know that all goes well. I have been having a most delight-
ful time here at Stanford, meeting the members of the staff

and especially the young man in whom we are interested. The
impressions of him which I have gathered from the printed
page are borne out on the whole by personal contact.

I shall write you at greater length in a day or so.
Meanwhile, please give my cordial good wishes to everybody
at the Institute and assure them that I am well, busy, and
happy .

Affectionately yours,

/4

Fdward Mead Earle
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON B, HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1030) TRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
HERBER MAASS s EDCAR S. BAMBERGER
3 B.‘Vice-Ckairm-n 20 NASSAU STREET ALEXIS CARREL
. ABRAHAM FLEXNER
WALTER W. STEWART PRINCETION, NEW JERSEY JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
Fice-Chairman CABLE ADDRESS ! VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN R. HARDIN

ALANSON 5. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

Treasurer HERBERT H. MAASS
IRA A, SCHUR WINFIELD W. RIEFLER
Assistant Treasurer FLORENCE R. BABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
S February 9, 1938 it
Secretary OSWALD VESLEN

LEWIS H. WEED

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

. . &
Director of the Institute FE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER

MRS, FELIX FULD
Dear Ed:

I am sorry to say that I have a discouraging letter from Sydnor
Walker this morning, from which I quote as follows:

"I have talked with Mr. Crane in regard to the possi-

bility of aid to Professor Earle in making his European

trip. I do not know whether there is any possibility of

direct aid from the Council, and I have not besn able to

think of any formula which would enable the Foundation to

give assistence. As you know, I appreciate the importance

of Professor Earle's renewing his contects with those in

the United States and abroad who are cerrying on research

in the field of international relations, but a three-month's

sojourn in Europe is difficult to provide either on a

fellowship or a grant-in-aid.”

It is, of course, still possible that Crane will take some favor-
able action, but if he does not/I do not believe that the Institubte will be
able this year to finance the European trip unaided unless = and I think this
is more than a possibility = we receive additional endowment or support.
That is a matter at which I have been working since you left, and though I
have not succeeded in bringing it about as yet, and did not really expect to
succeed so promptly, I am still very hopeful.

I am awaiting with interest the first news of your trip across
the continent and your western contacts. I look to Beatrice to see that you

do not over-exert yourself and that you come back to us at least in as good

shape as we sent you away.



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1938
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
{

. Professor Earle February 9, 1938 -2 -

The weather here has been perfectly marvelous. One might almost
imagine oneself at a place like Charleston or Savannah., It is cool in the
mornings and evenings, with lots of sunshine and some warmth during the day,
nothing to speak of in the way of rain, and no snow at all.

Mason moves into 69 Alexander to start work today. All the folks
there seem to be well and if there is any grief by reason of your temporary
absence the girls and boys have kept it under cover. However, we shall give
you a grand welcome when you get back.

With all good wishes to you and Beatrice from both Anne and myself,

Ever affectionately,

Professor Edward Mead Earle
¢/o Professor Max Savelle
Stanford University
California

AF/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

69 Alexander Street Janu= 26, 1938
Princeton, New Jersey - i 4

Dear Abe:
I am sending you enclosed the manuscript of my article for

the March issue of the Political Science Quarterly. Until the

middle of page 4 it follows pretty closely the memorandum which
you read sometime ago. Thereafter it has been entirely recast.

I am also sending a suprlementary statement which was sub-
mitted along with the text to the Social Science Research Council.
My purpose in sending these is not only because I am sure

they will have intrinsic interest for you, but also because they
will serve to show to you and to members of the Board who might be

interested the sort of work in which I am engaged at the moment.

Sincerely yours,

)

Edward Mead Farle

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

Enclosures (2)
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AMERICAN MILITARY POLICY AND NATIONAL SECURITY

In the dlscussion lsading to the Pact of Paris the phrase "war ap an
instrusent of natiomal poliqr" becams the basis for consideration of inter-
national affairs. The fundamental question at pragent to be mised is
whather natiomal poliqr has not now become an instrument of war,

This 1s no mere rhetorical device to catch the ear and the eye. It is
n statement of fact in the light of which otharwise oconfusing phenomena be-
come quite intelligible. For example, sconomiec policies which, judged by the
necepted eriterin of economics, border on the insane become altogether ra-
tional if considered as quasi-military measures. OCovernmental controls of
the press, the mlio, the dwmrch, the school likewise are explioable by re-
ference to the ohvions fael that under modern conditions nearly all phases
of 1ife must be subord!mated to the exigencies of war., The extension of
politienl muthority, especially military muthority, into virtually every
domain of human relationa, is of profound simnificance. In Gersany, Japan,
and Italy, the concept of the totalitarian state and the concept of the
totalitarian war am inextricadly connected; in fact, it 1s 4ifficuld if not
impossible to determine vhich is came and which effect, The relentless
pressures of the sauthoritarian states and of thelr conoapts of sconomice, ine
ternational law, and political ethics is having results of far-reaching im-
portance in all spheres of 1ife mnd sconomy in the democratic mations. Bvery
aceepted tenet of pre-war soclety ia being challenged with nolay beligerence
not only in the press and on the air and in diplosmtic correspondence, but by
the much more serious meaguree of economic mutarchy which in part grow ocut
of preparation for war., It is Mfficult %o see how, in partl cular, the
cherished heritage of Anglo-Saxon political freedoz oan be maintained in a
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world so thoroughly domimmted Ly war and the war mentality. Thare 1s serious doubt
that democratic states can successfully wage war aminet suthoritarian powers, and

there i aven more serious dount that {emocragy ean swrvive war, even if success-

fully veged. In any case, thae probably will be, in the nmature of things, such
funiamontal compromises between political freedom and military necessity that a
post-war soclety will be revolut! omary in character.

"War®, of course, is hore used as a relative ters. Heretofore war cus-
tomarily began with a declamtion of hostilities; no such formalities now seem
necessary, ns two goof-gized wars are going on without lsgal status. Further-
more, preparations for =y have assumed such magnitude as to maise the gquastion
vhether peace exists in more than name. In ‘ruth, the world my now be sald
to be in vrious stages of mobilization for war, of which armed hostilities are
mersly the most aggravated form. “uring mol 1ization, vhether it be ealled
rearmament or preparedness or ¥hat you will, militsry considerations odb-
viously take precedence. Yome states have estdlished in timesof go-called
ponce a degree of war-tine oontrols whigh would ‘mve delishted the military
autoerats of the Great Yar, and desands for similsr eontmls are belng preesed
slgewhere. Imports and exports are bhelng restrained and raw materials are
being Allocated in the interests of war industries. Lador organizations have
been suppressed, and labor has been conscripted. Quotas, bdoyeotts, exchange
eontrols, tariffs, exelses, and the like are praeliminary tmding-with-the-enemy
ncts. Food is mticned. Tmxation and military axpenditures lave reached as-
tronomical proportions. Yomen nnd children are Incorpornted in the military
sachine. The oivilian porulation is kept in a febrile state of asctional
excitement which hitherto only war eculd produce. War is now frankly a pro-
cess of attrition, snd the meoe aminst exhaugtion is under way. OStandards.
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of living are depressed to an alarming degree; one favoriGl slogan is "guns
not butter®. The wirepaired ravages of world-wide depression, paradoxieally
enough, provide momentum mather than deceleration to the mad whirl, Hence
nationnl resources are conssrved or expended with ome end in view, national
_ﬁqdf-pmmuu or azrprandizesent. The concent of the nation in arme has
becors al 1-ezhracing.

This may be in some respects an exagperated mnd dlstorted description of
the world in which ws live. But it holds enough of reality to warrant the
careful attention of the studemt of intermatiomal affiirs. In fact, 1t ia
A1fficult to sea how amy study of intermational mlations ean proceed without
recognition of the prime faot that gome governmnnts, at least, lock upon war
rather than peace as the normal law of 1ife. This appsars to be the truth,
however tragic, To soms, the provalling sitwmation is a dllemsn inherent in
modern society, Others reject such fatalism mnd believe that couragecus
stotesnanahin of fars an escape. All are agreed that continuance along the
present path w1l be calamitous in one way or snother,

In short, military policy domimmtes statecraft, completsly in some states,
partially in others., DBut military poligr is not yat beyond consclous control;
insofar u it cean be intelligently directed, success say be achieved in avoid-
ing or, at least, in mitigating what sprears to be the lmpending catastrophe
of univarsal militarization, The extent %o which military policy may be sub-
erdinated to statecraft, instesd of vice-versa, will of course be oconditioned
by n varietr of factors -- historieal, peorrphie, sthmagmphic, economie,
paychological, But some definition of nationmnl military requirements and
thelr objectivas iz imperative iIf a sesblance of order is to be brought out
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of the prevailing chaos -~ what Mr, Roosevelt regently hae called Intermational
anarciyd/. The a1fficulties of cbiaining a frank definition in sach instance
will be preportional to the prewiling degres of mobiliszation. Of the so-
called Oreat Powers it might be said that the United “tates represents one
extreme, Japan the other. In some countries it is quite rocseidle that the
nomentum of war, iacluding preparation for war, is =0 great that it cammot de
retarded much legs stopprd. Put there iz no reason to belleve that so ad-
vanced a stage Ias been reached as yet in the United Siates. Certuinly re-
cent and prospective increnses in American military and mawval eopenditures,
however ,dreat, do not irrevocadly commit the American people to any defini-
tive course of action, although they well may compromise fresdom of cholee.
It in of the utmost impatance, therafors, that the United States resxanmine
its whole policy of national defense in the light of historical tmditions,
the prevailing policies of othar povers, mnd the Ddagic elements in in'ernational
relati ons.

¥ilitary policy is of the essencs of atatscraft. To b%e sure, thers will
always be differances of opinion, even mmong professional soldiers and geanen,
as to degrees, ways, md means., 3ut there will be mnau}n agresnent that
natiom) defense is an inherent part of the nat! omal economy as well ns one
of the primary responsibilities of statesmnship. It wae so recognized by
Adaw Swith in The Wealth of Nations. The suthors of Tho Federlish, writing
A century snd & half ago, had a profound distrmat of large armasents, which
they considered an impediment to economie progress, a mennce % liderty, and
altogether unnacessary to the United States, Neverthelass, with their not

1/ The term is not mew, of course. It =as used fiftesn yoars ago by English
writera to deseridbe pre-war Turope and the armaments race.
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infrequent presclence, they saw clearly enough that: "Safety from sxtamal
danger iz the most powerful 4ictator of national conduet. Even the ardent
love of liberty will, after o time, give way to its diotates. The wiolemt
destruction of 1ife and property incident to war, the continual offort mnd
alarm attendant upon a state of continual danger, will compel nations the
most attached %o liberty to resort for repose =nd secuwrity to institutions
which have the tandency to destroy their civil and political rights. To de
more safe, they at length become willing %o mum the risk of being less free®,d/
The problem of representative sovernzents sverywhere and slwayrs i{s to have
the maximm of security with the ighest degree of fresdom, %o mike ths mili-
tary the servant of national poligr not mational poligr the servant of the
=ilitary.

Amsricnn history has provided 114 strokes of statesmanship designed %o
promote natioml cecurity through clean-cut definitions of policy. Tha whole
dogma of isclation was from 1%s very incestion largely a matiar of military
expeiiency. It represenisd a conscious attemnt to utilize tha gecgraphieal
position of the United States as the ntrongest eloment in owr national defense.
It ma sound stratagy as well as sound polltin.ﬂ In Common Sengs and The
Crisly, written in 1776 md 1777, Thomas Paine stated ¢learly ®mt infependance,
natioml unity, mad non~intervention in Turopean affairs were in our military
interest. As Waghington putl 1t twenly years later, because of our “detnched
and distant situation® we mizht well "defy saterinl injury from externmal annoy-
ance”. The Farewsll Address — in the drafting of which Madl son, Hamilton

1/ The quotation is from Hamilton, in No, VIII. Similar striking paragraphs
might be clted from Madigon and Jay, All three were impressed with the
geographical igolation of Oreat Britain snd its effects upon Sritish in-
stitutions, The Channal was then a formidable moat azainst invaders. How
much greater, they said, wae the barrier of the Atlantic

2/ Dr. Alfred Vagts, uu-w(wm has called the
Atlantic the greatest of

oty

R !2’ W BN

o b
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and Jay participted —- gave clasesic expression $o the tiought of contemporary
Aserican statosmen of all shades of political opinion. Yelghing carefully the
altarnativas of armasents, alliancen, a kind of mllestive securitr within the
British Tspire, snd mliance upon n wnigue geogmphieal position, the cholce
of the Pathers, at least for thelr day, ws isolation based upon natural stra-
teglic advantags,

The decision of 1£17 %o demilitarize the Camadian frontier was another
noteveorthy instance of military policy Zesigned %o promote the natiomal security
It is now too readily assused that this was sn easy step o talze bacause of the
comgunity of intersst betwoen the United States and Canada. Such waa not the
case. At the Hme of the Rugh-Bagot Agreement the Camadian border bristled
with forts, guns, 'roops, =d sdpe of wr, For mae than a century and a half
it had been the pcens of the most savage mnd sanguinary warfare. On bdoth sides
of the line thers vere suspicion and hatred deeply moted in mreliglous, poli-
tienl, linguistic, and mationalistic 41 ffarences and passions. The decision
to disars was based not merely upon goodwill, Wt upon well-calculated con-
siderations of sconcmic and military expediengy.

The Monroe Doctrine likewise might be Interpreted ss = shrawdly conceived
policy of nationnl defense. It wns not solely attachment to republican in-
stitutions which deterained the principles 1aid down in Nonroe's message of
Togember 2, 1227, It was as well a deep-set conviction that, g0 far as posaibls,
we shuld not countenance the establishment or re-establishment in the Vestern
Forld of potential bases of military or mawal opsmtions against the United
States. In the words of the Megeage, ™ served notioe upon the powers of
Furope -~ and later uwpon those of the rest of the world -~ that "we should con-
sider any attemst on thelr part to axtend thelr system S0 this hemisphere g
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dangerous to our peagce and ufﬂv'.u To mke 1t emphatic, slzost the came
phraganlogy was repeatad elsevhars in the Message. There are few mational
Policies more clearly conceived in military self-intercst and few which have
bean wors uniformly muccessfl,

There 1o tharefore no infiestion that Americans are lese likely than
othars to defend thelr vital interssts, provided always that thers be some
reasonalile agresmant wpon what those interssts are. It is doubtful if general-
ized terms 1ixe "rights" and "defense” snd "homor” and *international law®
will move the United States to warlike action; we have lsarmed in the ditter ‘L
school of experiance that the pursult of sbstractions leads to trouble. But !
& clearly-thought-out natioml policy, resulting from sdequate debate, may
confidently expect unified matiomsl support. The comparative geogmphical
isolation of the United States, its practical immmity from invasion, the con-

--...r-r—;* e

tinenlal extent of ite territorr and natural regources, md 1tz potential

military pover mke the formulation of much a policy relatively lege A4ffi- 1
cult than in the case of any other nation. Ve own afford %o make 1t clear

that there are certain things for which w propose to fight, as well as cer-

tain things for which we do not propose to fight. In some measure, this is

what we have done. The Wonros Doctrine with its various corollaries leaves I
1ittle dount, for emasple, that wa would fight %o preserve the territorial

and politieal integrity of Canada or Mexico. In the more recent "neutmlity 1

31/ The italies are mine.
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hdnlsttm‘u we have emumsrated a nusber of things for which we definitely
will not fight — the right to export arss and szmunitionm, to travel onm belli-
gerent ships, to arm our zerchasnimen , to tmnsport mmitione in Amsrican
vessels, snd the like. To most of us none of these rights seems worth the
risk of war, It is altogether praiseworthy thus %o clarify the position of
the United Statss in a bewildering world, and 1%t ig 2ifficult to see why the
effort has been greeted #ith ac such ridicule snd sbusce dy the sophisticated.
The impulses which produced the noutralify laws are poverful and im the dest
Amerlesn tradition, snd emphasis upon tachmicnl defects in the legislation
should not obscure the populsr mgolve that liss dehind 1t. Thers is nothing
craven in a policy which attempts $o solve prodlems on thelr marits before
thay become enveloped in the fog of prestiss.

With the foragoing notable exceptions, it may be doudted whothor the
United States has any of ficially recognized =ilitary poligr. A major-gememl

1/ WNeparding the worjd nautrel ity wiich has & srent waristy of definitions,

I am borrowing a paragrmph from a W
ange of American Woutrality (1937) published in olume 111,

Pe 232'

*"Degpite the other comotationg which it my bear . . . the word
nentrality® will be used . + « only in the sense of a nation's resain-
ing at peace while other mtions wre engaged in wr, It =111 be wed
with no srticular mfarenc to the tmditiom] insistence of the United
States uron "neutm) righta' — the higtorical attitude that delliger-
ents should take care that thelr warfare does not infringe upon the
commerginl 1ife and habits of nations outside the conflict. ¥Nor #l1
neutrality' earry the implication of impartiality, connoting an -
denvor to danlance carsefully the mward of favers snd penaltiens to the
warring factions”.

This 1e the genge in which, in general "neutmlity” will e used in this
papeT,

——
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of the United States Ammy regently has sald that the only consistent ob jectives
of the War and Navy Dapartesents are more and bigper sppropriations. That is an
exageeration, for the General S¢aff has plans for contingent war. Some of these
are purely defensive, others are sald to be founied on the last war -- that is,
a large expeditionary force landed on friendly soll, supplied from friendly
ports, and tmnaported in all probability in friendly ships. With the progres-
sive failure of naval disarmament, the poliay of the Naw Becomes of greater
significance. Although the Madan sehocl of aggressive stmategy is =aid %o de in
partial eclipee even in the Fawy itself, there remains a good deal of room for
clarificstion of the strategic responsibilities of the flest., Whether any of
the prevailing plans of the Army or Nawy iz realistic and ncceptadble to the
Aperican poeple eannot be decided on the wailable svidence. In the nature of
the case many Jdecisions have to be made in secret, however important their eon-
sequences. Furthermore, therm apparently is lack of intelligent liaieson batween
the several brnches of the Covernment which are chargesd with international nolicy.
For exarple, how far are the meciprocal trade troaties (a cenuine effort to ease
prevailing economic ternions) consislent with sur military policy snd with the
silitary policies of other nati ma? Does owr sercheant sarine program fit inte
our agal plans or vice-versal Who, 1if anyone, iz charged with the accumulstion
of stocks of raw materiala <= the sinews of war —- nof nommlly produced in the
United States? Clarification of these and other points is zoing %0 be necessary
no matter vhat our courge of conduct -« continental defense, insistance uson
“freedom of the mens" and other rights not specifieal Iy rencunced, collactive
action,; or the stricteat sort of neutrality. It is certain that the afaquacy

of arsaments can be measured only Iin relation to the strategic snd politiecal
1iabilities assumed for them. Yo one Ymows this better than the military and
naval xxx experts.



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1938
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

k (

=10

The haphasard way in wvhich fateful military programe may be fommulated
has recontly been revealad in the case of the portentous decislion made in 1916,
but subsequantly nodified at Uie Waghinston Uonference, to make the United
Statas the foremost naval pover in the world, Speaking at S5t. Louis, Pedruary
3, 191€, President Vileson saidt "Thore i3 no other navy in the world that hag
to cover o great sn area of Aefense ar the Asarican Nawy, and 1t ought, in
ny judgeent, to De incomparalily the greatest nawy in the world®., Whet the
President intanded to sy was "incomparsdbly the most adequate nayy in the
world® «- a very different thing. On the tmin later his attention wms onlled
to the discrepangy bastween the spesch as nreparad and the speech as deliversd;
wheroupon "ilgon replied thet he was "intoxicated by the exuberance of his own
vu'bonltr‘.u

Jetveen the Yonroe Doctrine on the one hand and the neutmlity legislation
on the other ig a vast trilight some in which we have no poligy at =1l or polie-
cles vaguely defined, Some venorable Amerigan diplomatic principles, such, for
exnmple, as the Open Door im the Far Bast, will need o tical reconaideration
in the light of new circumstances. Of even greatar importance are questioms
whigh have not yet basn propoundsd but which are cartain %o ralee ominous heads
with the first declarmation of hostilities in eithsr Burope or the Far East.
Pertaps tee foremost among these is the status of alremft, both silitary and
comuercial in wartime. This question amnot be dodged by the United States
because the Pan-Americwm Alreays already saintain a transoceanic service to
the doore of China and will shorfly be flying Aserigcan mall and assengor
rlanes agross the Atlantic. As to military airemft, it well sey play in the

1/ See Ray Stannard Paker 3 Volume VI, (1937)
Pe 29, It might be added that there is a of opinion concerning
the relative strategic responeibilities of the American and, say, the
British navies.
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next war a role tmanscending in sinister possibilities that played by the sub-
sarine in the crueial years 101141018, Amsrican statesmen may de excused for
not baving s0lved without regort to w=r the problems raleed By the submarine.
But if armed planes are wsed for commerce-miding and othor quasi-military
purposes no axtenuating circumestances may be pleaded for lack of diplommtic ‘
foresight and preparednses. Tho iz to detersine the natiomal course of action
vis-a~vis such contingencies? And upon wint principles, since no legnl precedend )
exist and since a lemlistic spproach Miled to secure peace in 1917 Should 14
ovents simly be alloved 8o ke thelr coursel &
The gravest danger, pertmps, is procrastination now and fmprovisation l
later. Suppose that by some rare prescience Yoodrow Wilson had had defore him vq.
a criticnl study of the laws of neutralityl/ and their mslicabtlity or lack of ﬁ
applicability #) changing conditd ms of comserce md warfars (an ammplificatien, 1
1+t us my, of ¥r. Iamasing’s doubdts concerning the principle of visit and search
as 1t involved armed merchantmen mnd the submarine), Suppose, also, that there |
had been some consideration in the sutumm of 1914 or even earlisr of the right :
of Amsricans to travel on belligerent ships in torpedo-infested war rones,
Would our debate with the Tritish and Cermsn governments have been M fferent
in daracter and mirit? To take another sort of case: Suppore the United
States hod carefully reconsidersd some years age the viesdom of maintaining mili-
tary and naval outposts in Ohina and had decided to withdmw ouwr ships =nd cur
troops, Tould the degision have been ensier or more Aifficult than it is now,
while o major Sino-Japanese war is being wged and after an Aserican mumboat
has been boshed from the sries? It ie fsperative that, as far ns possible,
policies be fomulated before overt acts ccowr and before nati mal prestige

1/ "Weutm1ity" is here used in the tachnical lagnl senge, not as on pe 10 "
NS,
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becomes involved; énly in mch of reumstances ecan they be considered on their
merits. Then, whatever the decisioms, 1t might be said that they reprosented '
delibornte and mtional processes of choice. As mmother writer has put 1%, )
*It 13 one thing, very wise and honorable, in advance of wmr, % lay dom a

poligy « « « of relinquishing certain neutml rights widch say Le more em-

barrassing than they are worth while for a nation; it iz another thing, im- '
possible for a sreat pe-ple, 9till proud and emotional, in the midet of a situa- -
tion to yield adenovloedged rights at the point of the sword or a torpedo.”d i

It will be objected, with some justification, the t natiomal policies cane

not be formulated for unforesesn contingencies. Certainly the very meent of fi-

elal and public attitude tomard the neutrality ) ezialation sesms to bear out the
contention. But this does not prescride the rales that a poligr of 4rift should

be the course chosen im respect to military affairs, The musberf of unforesesn
circusstances i@ not infinite -~ the United States is not likely, for emaple,

%o have mar with "ramce or Czecho-Slovakia. And only the moest remote sort of

chance would bring hostilit fee with the British Empire. The science of politics

== indeed 1ife itgelf -~ iz tased upon amalysis snd appraisal of contingent
probabilities as dietinpuisghead from far-fetched possidbilities. At present pro-
spective wars are limited in number and their character iz dinly defined and

acted upon by Aserican military and maval muthorities in eonjunction with the
Departaent of State, Military mnd naval strategy in mlation to natiomal poligy

does not now, and 4 1) not, proceed on mere improvisation for wholly unpredict-

able contingencies, some of which are impossible and some absurd. .W#litary

policy in some respects does and =11 comtrol the view taken of continpencies.

Hence the scientific and painstakine sccummlation, coordination and interpreta-

tion of relevant facts are necessary wunless there is to be a surrender to forces

of ghmece and irrationality. The processes of research and interpretation are

1/ Samuel Viazg Vemis in The Yale Heview, Decesber, 1035, poe 2ob-28ls
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indispensable to the plasning and control of militawy snd naval policies,
Tor exazple, do we wish to fortify the Aleutian Ialmds and Alagka ag
alr bases? If so, with rafsrence to what larger purpose? Is the answer %o be

in Serss of military strategy alome or with some relewance to the sore far-
reaching political gquoastions which guch fwtiﬂmt&.m are carfain to mise in
the Pacific? And, in sy case, with what officials responsible or irresponsible
is the decision %o rest? In ghort, is 1t not true et an e:amination of these -
ques tions mizht have the important effsct of averting crises, or at least of o
altaring, in the intorest of the Unitsd States, the chawacter of crises, which K
my arise with Japan or Bussia? It say be eald without reagonable fear of
contmdiction that no meh strategic problens may e resolvad without the moat
gsorious ravarcusgions in the civilization of the United Staten in its troader J
vhases. Agnin, is thare awmilable %o Congress, to the sxecutive hranches of

the Covernmant, and %o the Amsrican people any calm sppraisal of our position

in the Pagifie, the Caribbean, and in the Atlantie, with dus conaideration to
those historical, soonomic ethical, purchological, legal, and military phanomena
whigh should have welght in determining whet is the common defense and the
genarsl welfare?

If much an inguiry is to be nade -- as 1t ow t be made -- into the basie
agsmmplions of Ameriean military policy, the question of method and responsibiliy
arises. It {2 inevitable, of course, that ultimte decloions w111 be taken (many
of them in secrst) by the military and the “xeoutive, The broad outlines of na-
tiomal conduet must b» circumscribed by Congress. The active particimtion of
the gy Dejortuent of State and of the Ammy and Nawy will be required in all :

deliberative procedure. Hovertheless, official and responsidle agencies of : q
government 4o mot operate in a vacuum. Pvery poliay of theirs sust, or at least J'.il

should, be forrulated with mlewance %o the bagic conditions of Aserican 1life
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and thought, The wider, the Jdesper and the more factual the Mmowrledse at thelr )
d4gposal the more proctical =nd malistic is thelr course of sstion likely to "
be., Aftar all, official authorities & no ! claim omniscience any =ore then 4
citizems in peners] or students of mblie affairs in partd enlsr, Thay nve fre- T
quantly shown in the past san altogether admiradls desire %o obtain inforsation

and other assistance from those whose perspective iz 2ifferent, althoush not

necessarily better, By legal mnd soral right thay spesk and act only for the :

nation of which thay are a part, and it is the mation vhich ultimtely mwt &

give sanction to thelr official degisions. Natiomel policy cunmot be separated I_

from the intorssts end idealy for which the pecple as a whole are willing in a '

erieis t» pledge thelr lives and fortunes. In the lony rua, no vollcy ean last .

which does not command a large msacure of poyular support founded won s en-

lightened pudlic opinion. Oommetamce t- judge fundamental qestions overflows

the boundaries of governesmtal sgenciles Into the larger body politic ad mere

especially into the realm of echolsrship, .
The subject of investisation Mere proposed has ot the rement !ndubitadle

ingrinele slgniftcance  1n fore i wletioms and domestie pelley, =nd nceording

to 211 infications 1t will have inmcressing importance for the fubure, Although

the inquiry would have 2 frankly utilitariza purposse, 1t should Yo eonducted o=

oording to the sost rigorous canomns of factual echolarehip and evpiricsl thinke .

ing. If seclentific investigation be wnluadle in fteslf and if, in addition, 1t ]

render the pudlic sarvice of alding in the clarification of nationsl policy In %

a Mghly explogive aituation, it may Ye snid %o be Justifled Ly any standards, -

Preesing as domestic problems may be, =11 are overshadowed by war, and none is :

fraught with greater simificance for Aszerican 14fs than the mature of military

and naval policy in ite bearing upon larger questions of American statesmnship, .
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Is the statement, asmplification, and clarification of the problem too large a
tafidor Amoricnn intelligence! In particuler, is participatiom in this opera~

tion of rasearch and formidation foreign to the activities and duties of the
American acholur?

Sdward Haad Earle

The Inntitute for Adwenoced Study
Prineston, New Jorsey
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It should be made plain to all persoms interested in the proposed field
of study that no one econnected with it wighes to ham-string the national de-
fense, On the contrary, it is my earnest desire that through the processes
of critical examination the military snd naval forces of the United States
will be mmde the more effective.

The memorandum is defickent in at least one important respect. It does
not define cle=rly the role which each of the social sciences might reasonably
be expected %o play in the ultimte study, I have not felt competent to supply
details in this respect, but I am assured that each of the disciplines will I
find within the general scope of rescarch here proposed 2 nusber of fruitful o
fields for investigation. The most glaring weakness ig in the field of economics
and I should hope it might be possible to obtain the aseistance of persons whose
sualifications are such as to expect realistic thinking. Those economistes with
whom I have talked see no resson why a good deal of useful work might not be
done in this M

The question has been raised whether it might not be essential to investi-
gate as 2 corollary to this project the whole literature and practice of power
politics in Burops. I should heartily Segommend such amplification of the F
fundamental ideas here propoesed. .

I have not gone into tsuch matbtérs as persomnel and orgaanization of the
plan, if and when it is adopted. In general, hovever, it might be eaid that the 4
first step would be the arpointment of a Zroup of say ten or twelve persons who
would be willing to devote some time to posing the problem and to drawing up a

kind of syllabus for its clarification. This syllabus ¢-uld then be submitted L
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to a still larger group for criticism and amendment., It would then be possible
to declde upon persons best qualified to follow out each particular line of in-
vestigation and to draw up some estimte of the time and funds required.

All persons with whom I have talked are agreed that what is needed =2t the
moment in the fleld of internatiomal relations is not the collection of more
data, but the assimilation and orgamization of wvhat we already have. This does
not mean, of course, that further research may not be necessary. But it does
mean that it should not be undertaken until larger questione of policy have been
clearly laid down,

It is also the opinion, mot only of scholars but of people in the government
gervice, that the results of the inquiry should not necedsarily be incorporated
in impre ssive monographs, but rather in short memoranda which might be placed
in the hands of persons who actually influence the course of events in Washington.
Senator La Follette was particularly emphatic in saying that he just cannot find
the time in the midst of hie routine 4%0 read impressive reports like those
of the Brookings Institution, but that he would greet with the warmest sort of
welcome a series of memoranda of thirty or lortw typed pagee which he might
reasonably expect to fit into the day's work. This does not mean, of course,
that larger monographs sh uld be ruled out. In fact they shculd be welcomed
in the end, but the immedinte objective is shorter statements of fact and their
intellizent interpretation.

It is also necessary to make clear that what I am proposing is not defini-
tive formulation of Ameriean poliey. This is clearly the resp-nsibility of
public agencies. I am very much interested, however, in seeing that decisions

when reached shall be based uron 2 consideration of 211 relevant facte and also
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with due consideration of altermtive courses of action. The latter seems
elearly to me the function of scholarship. This was rut clearly sometime ago by
Dr. Abraham Flexner in his book on universities (p. 14) when he eaid "... con-
flicting philosphies -- in this world rocking beneath and around us, where is
theory to be worked out, where are social and economic problems to be analysed,
where are theory and facts to be brought face to face, where is the truth, wel -
come or unwelcome, % be told, where are men to be m’to ascertain and to
tell it, where, in vhatever measure it is possidle, is conscicus, deliberate,
and irresponsible thought to be given to the task of reshaping this world of
ours to our own likeing, unless, first and foremost, in the university? The
wit of man hasg thus far contrived no other comparable agency."

Fo pretense is made that the material here presented is in anything but
preliminary form, and I hope 1t will be judged exclusively with the understamd-

ing that it is merely a prelimin=ry statement of what might be done.

Edward Mead Earle
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
School of Economics and Politics

69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey January 8, 1938

To: Mrs. Bailey

From: Mr. Earle

Subject: Travel expenses

The travel expenses itemized below date from October
1l to January 7 and include joint expenses incurred by
Mr. Mitrany and me at the meetings of the American Histori-
cal Association at Philadelphia.
Hotelessvsssnnses $71.00
Railway and pull-

MANlessvsnesosnee 41-30
'.‘13-..-.--.---- 1.0.50

Tel. and tel.cess 6089
Taxis.cosos0ss0ne 9.90
MARC.sososnsccssnse 8360 3173-19

Washington - 2 trips
Philadelphia-l trip
New York -y - 5 tripe

Peid by National Newark & Essex Banking Co. check No. 2310, dated Jan. 24, 1938
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

ALANSON 8. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBEKGER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1930)

Chairman

el 20 NASSAU STREET

Fice-Chairman
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
CABLE ALDKESS © VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

WALTER W. STEWAET
Vice-Chairman

SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF
Treasurer

IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer

January 4, 1838

ESTHER §, BAILEY
Secretary

ABZAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Ed:

TRUSTEES
FRANK K. AYDELOTIE |
EDGAR 8. BAMBERGER

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JOHN R. HAZDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
WINFIELD 'W. RIEFLER
FIORENCE 5. SANIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY §. STRAUS
OSWALD VESLEN
LEWIS H. WEID

LIFE TREUSTERS

MRS. FELIX FULD

I had a good deal of leiswre yesterday afternmoon and I devoted it
to reviewing my conversation with you, as well as your letter of December 30.
As I see it = subjeot to correction at any time = after conversation with you, "
your various ambitions - all laudeble and understandable - fall in order of
importance into the following category:

l. Demonstrate that you are, as I know you are and as you know
you are, & well man, so that all rumor and talk about your previous disability
will forever disappear. FPerhaps I should have said to you yesterday that it
is not a month since an acquaintance of yours in New York told me that she was
sorry to learn that you had had a relapse. I laughed in her face and said,
"If you were as husky as Ed Earle you could be extraordinarily happy. He is '
thoroughly well; he is on the job; he has not the slightest psychosis of
illness, and nobody who sees him would ever believe that he spent a day in }‘
bed." We want, first of all, to put an absolute end to the remmants of such
rumors and gossip, and the way to do it is to go through the year very cautiously,
putting no undue strain upon yourself but maintaining the same sort of outward
appearance, as far as the world is concerned, as is maintained by your associates.

One unbroken, normal year of that kind will dispose of whatsoever remains of A
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concern for you, for I am not concerned and I do not believe there is the
slightest ground for concern as to your physical welfare., TVe cannot advertise
it, but we can replace it.

2. As to the Langer business, I am inclined to believe that it
will be wise to approach this problem on & broader basis, namely, that which
is pursued by the mathematicians, in the hope that we can establish with the
historians at Harvard the seme sort of relationship that exists between their
mathematicians and ours. We have had here two of their professors and a number
of young men. Birkhoff, the greatest of their mathematicians, comes down here
informally from time to time to discuss ideas with our group, just as they go
to Harvard. Garrett Birkhoff, his son, a very brilliant and promising young
man, is to be here next year. Our relations with the mathematicians at Harverd
are as informal and intimate as are the relations between our art people and
Walter Cook's group at New York University.

Now, in order to bring this about, if you approve, I propose to
do precisely what we did in the case of the mathematicians, namely, some time
at my convenience and his, have a talk with Conant, point out the mutuwal
advantages resulting from this easy interchange, and suggest that we try the
same sort of thing in your field. What we shall have to do in that event is,
first of all, to make sure that the facilities are here, and I would suggest
that,if you do not already knmow, you look into the question of library and
accessories here during the next fortnight, so that I mey know what Princeton
and the Institute possesses and what the gaps are which will have to be filled
out to make this an attractive place in the same sense in which the mathematical

library and its accessories meke Fine Hall attractive to men from all over
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the worlde I will next take the matter up myself with Conant, for we must

be extremely careful not even to appear to negotiate with any Harvard professor
towards an end of this kind without the full knowledge and consent of President
Conant. This being the case, you can, if Langer brings the matter up, find an
excuse for postponing your visit and Beatrice's to Boston until a proper under-
standing has been reachegw?th Conant. This is the same procedure which I
invariably follow in dealinz with Dodds regarding Princeton men. If we can
maeke Princeton as attractive in yowr field as it is in mathematics, don't fear,
men will come.

S« As regards the Social Science Research Council, I should sit
back and hear what Crane has to say. I deprecate the feeling that there exists
now or that there is in the offing an immediate ecrisis. If such is the case,
research and reason, for which this Institute and all universities stand, go
by the boards., The newspapers and the politicians will howl themselves hoarse
and nothing we say will have any influence whatsoever. You are a scholar anpd
you have got to calculate in terms of long spans, and you will ultimately be
influential, as Aristotle was influential, and all other thinkers down through
Newton and Bentham to Einstein, because what they seid was established and
slowly percolated into the public mind and conscience. VWhen you hear from
Crane as to what he is willing to do, let us sit down very quietly and calmly
in an atmosphere of scholarship and reason and ask ourselves what we can do,
if anything. I should be the last person to wish to decide this question for
you. The question is up to you and I only want to emphasize the conditions
under which I think you may be able to reach a wise decision. We have no
responsibility for action, but we have enormous responsibility for ascertaining

facts and seeing to it that they are made available,
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4s to Bailey, I see no reason why you should not, on your western
trip, size him up and in a general way ascertain whether he thinks it likely
that he can obtain leave to come on here for a year. And I think it would be
2ll to the good if you meke the aoquaintance of the people at the Huntington
Library, Stanford, and the University of California. This will be a matter of
& few weeks and will not give rise to any talk with reference to your health,
provided your absence is not too extensive, as I do not think it need be. Quite
to the contrary, it will help to dissipate any notion that may exist that you
are not in tip~top physical condition.

As to Sprout, I shall, when you approve and when the time comes,
take the matter up with President Dodds, precisely as I did in the case of Mason.

I think the considerations which I have mentioned above ought to
govern the form and spirit in which your article is re-written for the Politieal

Science Quarterly. TWhile showing an intimate, close knowledge of the actual

situation, the spirit should be that of a scholar = not that of an advoecate.

It was really a great pleasure to have a candid talk with you
yesterday, and there is, as you kmow, absolutely no reason why anyone in the
Institute should not cultivate the same sort of relationship with me. I shall
no more interfere with one school than I have interfered with the mathematicians,
I have, I believe, absolutely lived up to the ideal with which we started,
namely, that the schools should be as nearly as possible "autonomous" - see
Bulletin 2, page 3. Now let us see whether the faculty can live up to its part,
which is stated on the same page in the same bulletin. This little excitement
in reference to Mitrany may have served a good purpose if it banishes once and

for all the thought of any fundamental changes for the next twenty-five years.
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Meanwhile, if the Institute fails it will not fail because of the Board of
Trustees; it will fail because the men chosen to be professors have not been
equal to their opportunities, for they have their fate in their own hands
in your department and in the humanistic department, as they have in the
mathematical department. Even without another dollar there is something that
any men with ideas can do, though I shall make every effort to provide for
each of the departments on approximately the scale that prevails in mathematies.
No machinery - only ideas and a chance to develop them: that is the heart of
the Institute, and any departure from it will, in my judzment, damage it.

' With all good wishes for you and Beatrice and Robin,

Ever affectiomtely,

.7 s

-_—

Professor Edward Mead Earle
69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/HCE
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