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Introduction

§1 Scholars studying the development of Imami doctrinal thought since the
time of al-Sharif al-Murtada (355-436 [966-1044]), one of the last Imami
thinkers to be influenced by Mu‘tazilite Bahshamite thought (and perhaps the
most prominent of them), are confronted with a lack of sources. Many perti-
nent works by Imami thinkers who lived in the various centers of Shi‘i learning
in Baghdad, Rayy, Khurasan, Najaf, al-Hilla, and the bilad al-Sham since the
mid-fifth [mid-eleventh] century have not come down to us. Even during al-
Murtada’s lifetime there were repeated incidents of violent unrest in Baghdad.
Attacks against Shi‘ls in Karkh in 416 [1025-1026], 417 [1026—1027], and again
in 422 [1031] led to the destruction of some of al-Murtada’s works as well as
of parts of the earlier Imami written heritage. Toward the end of 448 [1056—
1057] or in early 449 [1057-1058], the house of al-Murtada’s former student
al-Shaykh al-Tas1 (385—460 [995-1067]) was demolished along with his rich
library. Although al-Tast himself managed to flee to Najaf, where he spent the
rest of his life, many of his writings, including some of his most important the-
ological works, were destroyed. In 451 [1059] the Seljuq Tughril Beg’s (r. 428—455
[1037-1063]) march on Baghdad led to the devastation of the academy of learn-
ing (dar al-ilm) and its library; the institution had been founded in Karkh by
the Shi1 Shapur b. Ardashir (330-416 [942-1035/36]) and housed a collection
of ShiT books.! During the Seljuq period, 434—600 [1042—1203], the center of
Imami scholarship shifted to Najaf (later on also al-Hilla) and especially to Rayy
and Khurasan. The biobibliographical sources attest to heated debates among
practitioners of Imami kalam concerning some of the key doctrines of the
Bahshamiyya and the alternative notions developed by Abu l-Husayn al-Basri
(d. 436 [1044]) and his followers in Rayy. But this revival of Imami thought was
brought to an end by the civil war between Hanafis and Shafi‘is in this city at the
turn of the seventh [thirteenth] century. The final blow came with the Mongol
occupation of Rayy, which nearly obliterated the literary legacy of Imami schol-
arship in the city, including the extensive theological literature produced since
the fifth [eleventh] century.2 Over the course of the fifth [eleventh] century, the
bilad al-Sham (Ramla, Tripoli, and Aleppo) emerged as yet another center of

1 Detailed references to the various incidents are given in Ansari and Schmidtke, Al-Sarif al-
Murtada’s Oeuvre and Thought in Context, vol. 1, pp. 69—72.

2 See Ansari and Schmidtke, “The ShiT Reception of Mu‘tazilism (11): Twelver Shi‘ls” as well as
our Imami Thought in Transition (in preparation).

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL BV, LEIDEN, 2025 DOI1:10.1163/9789004724877_002
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2 INTRODUCTION

Imami learning,3 but this period of flourishing, too, came to an end in the mid-
sixth [twelfth] century during the Zengid and early Ayyubid period.# A series of
increasingly harsh measures were taken against Shi‘s, including Imamis, again
causing losses of Imami literature; the writings lost included some of the kalam
works written during this period.>

§ 2 In recent years, an increasing number of theological writings by Imami
thinkers who lived between the lifetimes of al-Sharif al-Murtada and Nasir
al-Din al-Tasi (597-672 [1201-1274]) have come to light. Whereas Nasir al-Din
al-Tast’s doctrinal works, Qawa‘id al-‘aqa’id and Tajrid al-i'tigad, introduced
Avicennan terminology and selected Avicennan concepts into Imami kalam,
Imami theologians of the late fifth [eleventh] and sixth [twelfth] centuries,
beginning with the generation of al-Murtada’s students, were torn between
the doctrines of the Bahshamites, their doctrinal alternatives (especially the
notions of Aba I-Husayn al-Basr1 and his followers), and what were perceived
as the more authentic theological views of the imams. The latter were often
identified with those of al-Murtada’s teacher, al-Shaykh al-Mufid (336 or 338—
413 [948 or 950-1022]), who, in turn, was influenced by the doctrines of the
Mu‘tazilite school of Baghdad. Mu‘tazilite thought, Avicennan notions, and the
quest to return to the early doctrines of the imams continued to constitute
the principal parameters of Imami theological thought over the following cen-
turies. However, the continuing shortage of sources hampers the study of this
crucial phase in Imami intellectual history. Many important works are known
only as titles mentioned in, for example, the Fihrist asami ulama’ al-Shi‘a wa-
musannifthim by the sixth-[twelfth-]century Imami scholar Muntajab al-Din
‘All Ibn Babawayh, the best-informed source on Imami scholarship in Rayy
and Khurasan in his lifetime. A similar dearth of sources can be observed for
Imami (and non-Imami) scholarship in Iran during the Ilkhanid period. Mam-
luk historiography disregarded scholarly production in Iran, and only some of
the local biographical and biobibliographical sources have come down to us.

§ 3 One way to overcome the deplorable gaps in our knowledge of Imami
intellectual history is to consult documentary material that is primarily pre-
served in the rich but hardly explored manuscript tradition. Ownership state-
ments, authorial and scribal colophons, collation notes, taligat, and hawashi,

3 Fortheological tracts by Imami authors from this period, see Ansari and Mousavi, “Five Imami
Credal Texts".

4 Anexception was the region of Jabal ‘Amil, which developed into an important center of Shi‘l
scholarship beginning in the seventh [thirteenth] century.

5 For some titles by Imami authors that are still attested to have been available in one of the
libraries of Aleppo during the seventh [thirteenth] century, see Sbath, Choix de livres.
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as well as the rich ijaza literature, provide extensive information about the cir-
cles of Imami scholarship especially during the Ilkhanid period. The present
study aims to showcase what can be achieved by gathering and piecing together
paratextual material from the materials of manuscript collections around the
world. Its goal is to bring to the forefront scholars whose contributions have
fallen into oblivion.

§ 4 One of the many Imami intellectual microcosms that have come to the
attention of scholars over the past decades is the Himsi Razi family, which
flourished in Iran during the seventh [thirteenth] and eighth [fourteenth] cen-
turies. Rudolf Sellheim (1928-2013) was the first to devote a study to this family
on the basis of three pertinent codices preserved in the Berlin State Library
(Mss. or. oct. 623, Wetzstein 11 1527, and Sprenger 1883bis).6 This was followed
by another study by one of the present authors (S.S.) that included a facsim-
ile of one of these Berlin codices—namely, al-Taj al-Razi Mahmuad b. ‘Ali b.
Mahmud al-Himsi al-Raz1r’'s commentary on Nasir al-Din al-Tast's Qawa‘id al-
‘aqa’id (Ms. Wetzstein 111527).7 Since then, we have gathered ample additional
materials that are preserved in Iranian and Turkish libraries and that comple-
ment the data provided by the three Berlin codices. This evidence, together
with information gleaned from the relevant biobibliographical and historio-
graphical literature, provides deeper insights into the history of the family and
the scholarly and doctrinal profiles of its members.

§ 5 The editiones principes of selected works by members of the Himsi Razi
family—namely, the Mishkat al-yagin, a note on istihalat ittihad al-bari’ ma‘a
[-makhlugat, and the introductions to Kashf al-ma‘aqid, al-Amalt al-iraqiyya,
and al-Matalib al-qudsiyya (see below, §§31, 54, 58, 68)—were prepared by
Hamid Ataei Nazari in collaboration with Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidt-
ke. The authors wish to express gratitude to Garrett Davidson, Mahmud
Mar‘ashi, Reza Mukhtari, Ahmad Reza Rahimi Riseh, ‘Abd al-‘Ati Mubhy1 al-
Sharqawi, and Luke Yarbrough for kindly assisting us in obtaining access to
some of the manuscripts discussed in this book. Thanks are also due to the
following libraries for providing us with digital copies of the codices referred
to throughout this study and for granting permission to include reproductions
of selected images: in Tehran, the Central Library of Tehran University, the
Malik National Library and Museum, Majlis Library and Majlis-i Sina Library; in

6 Sellheim, Materialien, pp. 142-147.
7 Al-Taj al-Razi, Kashf al-ma‘agid.
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Khuy, the Madrasa-yi Namazi; in Qum, the library of Ayat Allah al-‘Uzma
Najafi-yi Mar‘ashi; in Istanbul, Siileymaniye Library and Kopriilii Library; in
Berlin, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin—Preussischer Kulturbesitz; in Los Angeles,
the UCLA Library. The Historical Studies—Social Science Library of the Insti-
tute for Advanced Study in Princeton, NJ, kindly agreed to make available
surrogates of all the manuscripts we have consulted for this study under the
file name “Medieval Imami Thought Collection.” These may be consulted by
appointment. Financial support for the purchase of digital surrogates of the
relevant manuscripts was generously provided by the Gerard B. Lambert Foun-
dation. We also express our gratitude to the two anonymous peer reviewers
for their valuable comments and suggestions, to Hanna Siurua for her careful
copyediting of the final manuscript, and to Maria Mercedes Tuya for her help
in preparing the images.





