
-When re-ordering, speci y_ 

These papers are re d t· 
Felix Frankrurter during anP:Ot UC ~ons or some handed to me by 

ave " ln erVlew I had w· th h· me permlssion to reproduce th b 1 1m November 25 1 
would be made or them berore PUble~, t~t asked that he be co~sul 

l ca lone 

COl;'respondence was loaned Mrs. Stern by Felix Fra f urter "and was 

th praotioally no omissions dlscovertld in the following i'11'es: 

D ~ Felix Frankfurter 

D - Weed, Lewis H. 
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reeeeber 14th, 1931. 

Dear .Abe, 

Here'lS 8 first go at or ft of by..J.aws. rllat 

1. To 8"'1'4 te the .... 1 of organiza tioD 0 the I!1sti tute from 

" ..• 

the oer1OO when the sho'* 1 •• goi"lg c ncem. The osragra:>h 
on eCuc tlon(Artle1e V.' Sec. 1. c.) --.."l,,'t rk any 'f!l1Y, 80 

that a ieomi 11. -.oolt! be 'L"8~red to g t t.be Institute for 
J.dVaDC~ Stud,r into helng . I think {tYA ('one that. The 
r'ir~ctor coes 1 t. 

hen the Institutf'! is a-going, I'V'9 ('one ~hat you havo been 
s8¥ing you "BTlted ... - ~reeO the faC\ll~ ron the eontrol 
of oo':'"er, ineTt tabl;y, 1n&11 l\ab~y, lnextr1.c bly tiec" t.o '1cney . 
I've (:ecil3e~ there's only on Yay t.o lO thtlt lin ( that's to (~O it. 
And l'Vf) "'one it. A s_ll ~ resent'1tion, a minority, np.vO( 
in histor,y establigr~ anT rirhts. It. Just can't ~ rone. 
Fr'1nknf'ss oem"!ftds a .l"Pcognitlon ot that fact. I'Ve rcco?'1izeC 
~ t, anywtl/{f. If MIT ane ahoulr ssy 

(a) Gchol,rs u~rrel 
(b) Scho18~. h ve no sen •• 

1 lave s perfp.ct defense. 1'(4 8.V irat, it isn't so and second, 
even if it ia, it coe8ft't tter. Tl1€7' nil learaJ the)r -,ust 11' 
they can't Jcnow alreaclf# "To rlve !}";'"8y the op;"'ortunlty ctf f'r~om 
and le~er8h1p is to substitute cerruptlon - of vaL!. us kinds, all 
,ell 'mo\m in s.utocr'lCie8. 

5. l'vr Cr"OS3P.C out eVPTj"t nr 'lbou~, (egrees. 'Ihr- r::o.gr-.-,hs C !fte 1n 
b,y 'ray of routine, I su,'poae. Thq'rf: 9not'1er sour-ce o~ ::or~ Hon 
"tllY' ::&:3 • 

frer>dora, I tPl'1k I can 1--ee.r ,.~ IIlI:Y WAll VC7 5,11 in orlno1ple -
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Bu t you must let the tbl~ evolye.· And I rep17i ft volution does 

not oocur; f.~lot and Gilman ~nrl ~eloh anrl Mall ar~ no wiser than 

Ar13tot,1~ • 'the croblem of tho rule of the fElt! an(i the rule of the 

~ is ancioot. And if the !Dan;1 are to rule it 1. s they t h8 t at 

rule." 

10'W I've erposed IIVself to wra.th 8nv cri tici • ell, 

I'm ready. 

me have l fJ:j SHY - and bsin.lIt Gil:i.:i.ng to listen,. 

del1bec-ation ('na they tell mt tirlt I may 8"Y th!lt I ~ ' ''>VO .heit' con-

currono", hoth tn tho p:' .ei ,':'095 oi the government of l.Cfl .... ·lpr! societies 

on -,:htch I } ave build o.nd in the oetel1s of tMl!' brmullltlon. 

*Eln€' JachE" i'ire nul'" v~ll 1.[ :..uf (it'lID i'eEo vel"'s'L .. '1( En , ,..tG ,';ie selbst 
f'onsteht. 

'1'1e re ElS DonkC'n e:-st 'i.t:~Clh uni: naoh reift, 30 Nir(i a ..... c'1 dar frete W11le 
ni.cht f'ertig p'l)ooren , sondern in del'" Ent..nokelung Cl."'·o1"'ben. 

Le fou17r> r n0lnl'·n t coll!')t.l tl!t.iort!"i€l, CO\!lI'" tout gou~rnellent libre, pr~s9nt 
et doi t prp.s(>nter un ::lt~t ae lutte r,erman€'>nt . La. lihf'l't,G I;'!st 18 '061"'­
ootui te (~(" 1a lutte. 

Mr. Abraham Ylexuer, 
Insti tutc for A~v8llcp.d Study , 
100 E'itflt 42nc1 Strspt, 
New Uork. 

A.F.C: Be. 
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•• 6,._ ... 
. ,... ....... 

• paoe-

• • 
...... ,... aad I ...... 

.... ooataat. .... tor ta. IaaU.tate 

_111 tilt 

letter 1Jbloh 

.,. U. 1IIr-la •• I. t,-oa, la wJd.o I said 

18 prtaolple tlDt 1a 

corn.PODded with ... ot_ 
. 

Jt.aa. lNt the aca • .., ........ latter .. RU, ~ expreaAC!..,. l'ted __ 

• fir-. _rei In 7-- letter(p.S) an 0 • I 
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I01f let .. address ..,.elf' to Tour leM.er. Arid about this 

connetlotl about 

states.· Doe • .., eoluttoa-, thOUgh 8. emne. sutement, r . te~ ftel. 

the existenco, ~t'hspe unsusoected, of !J oooYlet101l a1r~~ fore"'" 1Iow 

of oourDe ~t18 absurd on .., part, to uri_ It personal or, better, ")e~!101la.l 

GOnslderaUol'l8, bat tor the AJre or ooapl.teaeas let lile do ao. Iou could 

:'Jcaroely MJ tlat !eard and r.liz, IeaTin, IIThlf out of account, ha-r8 ba.d 

no -acquaintance with tm actual 0po-"atton ('If a 'A.ri~ty or ~ettoda ••• " 

A eoneloeration such as thi~ can, 01 oourae, be no 'lore than ft iiebattng p·'int. 

The laport"Jlt ~ords are .!. priori.· I do not kno1Y ~h~ther 

suggesting that, since the pro no sed q,-1:~8 ~er~ outlined b.r UB, the, 

Sho~1l1d tha t be 80, &ad it i8 of conroe 

1ri.&deGUotlts, lOU prOPOM now to- 7.pel'1Mwt.· 

rt.ent· 1&' If TOU 
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t t it • t C !'lA 111 t.1 to 

til t CC 1 attn t1 n • 
he • u in this , 

d roc sa. t t If 

1 pnol~ this tio oh, it 

enol 1 d .10 _ loy in 

to , tbrt outs d1nc rl'lati'1ctiY c rietio of In tl u • 

jeut, I 1t.h Hob can ,et OIl - be ~,than ltb eoo 1 .r-

atlOiD of ~ taU. 1D telce; • Fr J10e 

to llluatra 

••• pl_ , cit the c1 

Oxford or beforo ~.Uln 

DDd oubtflldly 

• ot '1",ioh cb !tnd 

• of the ~jl"1C!MJUt. I ht, for 

• 

IS to yOt! S con te. 

:HMOr !!\~U1A(0- lct~er) ~h1c t tint to yo on Jun., lTtb, 1931. An I t "'upht 

our eoDVttr'8 tt·)Us ttl try band at the bT-l. • to see het r it • 

po_dbl" t.o ::aue thf!t ldf.t!ll aot.ual. L~Tl ideal 'WHet-. I thou bt you had in 

!lint1,~nd I trbk I ~lce Bfi!t.:-d'., me Felix' 8 tnt.er,r,..tnt.lon too, W II the 

<'0 In.tlOft~ Aa .. eDlt")le or the poadb1l1 ti s of tr. a01':ola. 10 Ufs • 

•• tholl(ht your pta!l ' ld out 0 U. countJ'1. if Dot it one l-, il of sal tloa., 

at 1 Rat an 1. oort: nt..;.n el tncrmt on in. il·'·ct.1on f the d ... 
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stence. 

B, ba 1'OU" 

• that nre to uk. t • 1 of Tours aow • • 

kiug of • t otIl~ Oft the 1 1 of that r r • or of AlIT 

ot ralV. 11 " t r- no b7 t ord 

• i .. t ting e t ht d Dot t,c) ~ d on 1D 

t 1 '-l"U ft. in Tour aJ.ad. But 1t 1t were la 1t eat, .tbin 1 .. 

11'1 t .. of it.s E"~U_t1_ shaQlt4 be •• NnUal, he wbf-l q. l1cl~ 

.,.....t hat d1t 'erenae - 1n ooastlwtiOD ~Ul con. tly .. 1- • dirt race 

tJl t "17 BatoN of ita a :1It .... 
" 

You IIfiNk or Ox10 o brl in r fe fmce ... as ". 1r bi. 

801ut1oa 0 the pl'Obu.· 1ft a1 to. t lr be nor 18 r r to t_lr 

11brari.... Dr ehaace I 'beta lntenta in t.a. ...,porta, upecl.u,- that 

of Od"ord, both the 01'19 md a1Doriv r~ rta. YOU))I" ts Cubrid,. at 

~lf3 upen. of Oxford. TMT'f"\ IU'. intere.ting aH l.oort<tftt i.8U~8 inTolved 

in their r~spectlve orientat! ne. Can it b8 t t the 81gnlfloant oor.s1rler­

atton he8~ ls, '8 lOU s81. that W1t 1s all t 1.~s8tb1e to ret anyt"ng 

rone in a rft .. son~ble l~ngth of t.ime, an~ their l1br!l.ry roblC'!!l.MS beel1 hen 

1 8l't1, Iat'SlIed up fot" lAck of 'Or c+ieal prtse"? "ul"ely too nraise of the 

scholarly life in the Ut:tt~d uf,' if'S 1~ not ('j~C(' tc'ent on the ratr. of . l'}eed 

ith • hich things get don.l 

ettA .xam~les to show that, to ati8fy the CJ'll&l\~8 or tl-.e '\rftot1.cal Itfe, 

spoPd hen all but wreckerl a prope anc deoeDt orr I~ •• ftt for the a8velo~ent 

or .so018117. Speed .. <: t. pnotiC&l l1r.t Tbat 1e .tat I thought TfJU ftre 

w1ah! I to abandon - TOu ~o not ~a11.J .i8h ua to l1e .... th6\ tho8e are the 

ctbjtcta ot your enterprl .. , 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-1 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-5 

YOlI bo a be 

to re 

PracU~lltt -I)!1d Feir. • 1 ,.11 • • on ... 

t t t Y-.l be 

too III tl ;ut,.e. fot" .ty oed ~ t. to br.: 

1 ... wJv ao out.a u.liUe _ U.h n~ Oftr ge. 

It r,,1l UB, 110 oem. - •• I 1 • can no 

Gen t 1 t r in 'It'ld.eh 1"* aak 000-

_~ .. u .. the ort.una ., OJ" 

t 

I r cul a Tour I 

MI aOl" • gU.d _ • 

va ~lelo !'len, rree lIeD, IIOt tn,.. _ea. --'lUaus Iterl, not 5lay~e; oou ,~S 

liable 1 ~~.r 0 0 tnton. Th~ 

&IlCi lIOr~ tar rPtic I'll 1f! time, thaft the res""na1bUl ty of the;:)r !Cfllnt or 

• buk or "eD. oC t.he prest. t ot .. .u ra1 V. It 100 do not e 

re"PQllelble tor ,,_ • , •• t • o-a 1 ir."ou roy! A for • '-" .... W exiet-

tw 0 ,he •• !la' 
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Yl~ . Abraram Flexnar , 
Insti tute for Ad v JL"lCF)f' :~t,lJ0y, 
1(,'0 :!:Ul} t 42'1( ,Ct "'''c' t , 
New York . 
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De,ar Alfred, 

COPY 

Inst ' tut0 for Advance~ Study, 
100 East 42n~ Street, 

New York .. 

January 7, 19?i2. 

Thank you very much for your letter of December 28 in 
answer to mine on the subject of the By-Laws. You may be very sure 
that I "co~tinue to care" for anything that you think and ~re willing 
to say to me on the subject of the Institute, its By-Laws, or anyth i ng 
else. 

I cltn' t un r1 erstand Beare's approv.c].l <:tfter the 7Iay in which 
he wrote to me, and I am n:)t sure that we can get much further in 7Iritinl? 
We ought, I think, to ~ave lunch together and tlllk the thing through. For 
eX3Japle, when I say "my solution", I don' t. melln my perman~l'1t solution. 
I mean only the experi'llental solution now being trip-d. 

As to the meaning of the word "ideals", I th:nk we are in 
complete agreement even though I shoulci finc'i t absolutely impossible to 

I 
define ideals. I know and feel ideals, thouf~ I cannot define them, pre-
cisely as I know an oyster when I see it, though I cannot describe nor 
define it; RIlO I am not bothering about "speed." To show you h'1w little 
I care about it, I may quote a remark I made to the Master of John Win­
throp House at Harvard a few ;'leeks ago when he asked me for advice. I told 
him to let his college grow and then come back in five hundred years in 
order to see what had happened. On the other hand, it would be folly 
to create an orf.~nization w}uch, as Mr. Hughes said to me in refe~ence 
to the United States Constitution, "is ideally desi gned to keep things 
from being done." 

What you add in your final paragraph in answer to the letter 
sent to some fif~ persons 3eeking to extr~ct the results of their own 
experience is admirable. Write me anything further that occurs to you. 
Mean7lhile, among the interesting things that ~re comtng to me is the re­
peated desire on the part of individuals to have nothing to do with the 
"administration" of the Tnsti tute but to be put into a position where they 
can be left alone to do their work. However, let us in the near future 
lunch together and talk, for the thing is not easy or Simple. 

Wi th all good wishes and profounder 3.ppreciation than you 
might re.:'idily suppose, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

(S igned) A. F. 

Dr. Alfred E. Cohn 
Hospital of the Rockefeller Institute 

e New York 
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My dear Felix: 

HENRY MOSKOWITZ 

1717 PARAMOUN T BUILDING 

NEW YORK CITY 

January 19th, 1934 

You have probably met Elias Lowe, who is an Oxford Don and 
& p~laeographorot world renown. I saw Elias last June at Oxford 

and again in New York in the autumn. He as good as told me that he 
would be glad to end his exile of over thirty years. Hia health has 
suffered from the enervating Oxford cl~ma¥e and Re finds that hi. work 
is hampered in consequence . In fact he has periodically had to aome 
back to }~rica to get fresh strength. 

He has 8. ~numerttal work on hand (subsidized by ~75,OOO 
from the Rookefeller Foundation). This fund is coming to an end and 
tne work still requires considerable research before all its ten 
volumes, published by the Clarendon Press, oan see the light. The 
present cOllcii tions for continuing it along wi th his teaohing are not 
favorable. On the other hand, £.:lias' work seems tn be of the pure 
research ~JPe which the Institute is expressly designed to foster. 

Elias' rank in his own field is well kno Vnl , so there is 
no need of wire-pulling. However, your colleagues at Harvard and your 
Oxford friends would give you all the information you need. I may add 
that he is on very good, even intimate terms with Flexner, who thinks 
highly of his work and has told him that palaeogra~hy lies within the 
scope of the Institute. Nhat BEas does not ;cnow is whether it would 
be the correct procedure to apply for the position direct to Flexner. 
In fact, what he needs of you is not so much recommendation as advice 
about procedure. It may easily be that Flexner himself intends to 
propose IHias at some future meeting of the trustees, as soon as 
financial condi tions in America warrant further expansion of the 
Institute's activities. If this is the case, you may already know 
something about it. 

The political po t is boiling and F.D.R. is still on 
top of the heap. He is stronger than ever with the public. I 
presume you are followi.ng Amerioan papers. Our friends the opposi­
tion still consider it expedient to be patriotio. They intended to 
throw a blast at the opening of Congress but when they saw how 
popular F.D.R. is, they postponed action. 

You will be interested to know that Major LaGuardia is 
proving himself a magnificent strategist. His appointments aave 
elicited approval ever~Nhere. He had a little differenoe of opinion 
with Lehman but that has been ironed out and the Governor is sup­
porting him. With Charles C. Burlinghame and Seabury by his side 
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HENRY MOSKOWITZ 

1717 PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
N ~W YORK CITY 

-2-

and with his industry, knowledge and point of view, I think he 
ought to be the be.t Mayor New York has ever had. He is very witty, 
unlike the Walker wiseoraoks his wit hal content. The other night 
he said, "people sometime. in referring to operations say the opera­
tion was sucoessful but the patient died. In my case the operation 
may be suooe.sful but the surgeon will die. I rum frankly trying an 
experiment in non-partisan government. I don't know if it will 
suooeed." I believe the radio will help him. Somehow or other the 
new organs of stimulating public opinion are taking the plaoe of a 
weak organization to baok up oauses like the one LaGuardia represents. 

I hope you will do somethiD~ about Dr. Lowe. He is a 
boyhood fri end of mi De. I a1 ways e1 te Lowe' s oareer to show the 
general ability of the Jew. Here is a Russian Jew who has become 
the greatest authority, perhaps in the world, on a oertain type of 
medieval script, whioh I know nothing about, but in which the Roman 
Catholic Church is vitally interested. He is as well known to 
priests, as Al ~mith is to Tammany Hall. No wonder the Jew is a 
paradox. 

My be st to you and Kr s. F. 

Professor Felix Frankfurter, 
18, Norham Gardens, 
Oxford, England 

Cordially, 

I~ 
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Januar:,' 17, 193;; 

::-ou Fa~.' :a-:e guessed fro!: th'"' fac", t'nt ~.(.; . il'.'e reen -;"!'od 

to COM'" to Princeton that I ar.-. HlJproachin:.:: tre L"Q' -i"1::;:': ,-tart in V,.., f',ln 

0: eCO:1or ics am] C:0'.'ernnlen t or _·o_i t.iclll tl- eory. I'h .. s win tc-:' 1 } av"" d~vo ted 

l<,'~'elf tQ r..:;.theratics, and I hope that t 'efocp tJ 8 .. inti l' is ('/el' r sl-.:;11 h~,ve 

tre ;;.atheriDtical grou!" in share so that I can turn rr:y aVention tv ,3notJ-. ~r 

fieL . 

I :.ave ChOSP.Il pconom.i.c;.; in h 'l0'C'J rroFl(' "ense fln l' J 

S}' Ollld I iko to lnclu0e previsel" t:.he >in - 0: r.tl JO',- Y'!h~ "h :rr'!i 1-riefl~' outlin,= 

in y01H" --~m(),a;'''lJ''' . I ShO'll· li1(f' <:.1"' 0 to (-'lve U:p -"o-c:nJled econoric grout) 

con ta irl l"f,r''::'l' 11",.;8 F:'Clnkfucter «nu a }ictorian so th·t ~conor-'ics coulc 1-e 

fjrofit or loss t'Jt R8 one fr,:.; ·or in ':" r. or:~ani ation oj' :;o'iet~· . T 1~r.O';; 0: 

nr) (,:'"1" 0;.]\0 1'10111' fit in'" f:"C1, e :roui :--0rp ar'8'''Jate]:' -:'~l~n \70' J] '0'1 an d , 

i I , as I Lope 1 can, T /' -nTot'e ll\Y- atte:lti(JTj next V f( rli:in - :1 n' cle;r in this 

fielr. ,l 'h u1, I trink , w::.th< t 10' t "ant ' ou 'r 1e associated witl- it. 

Is tti:.; enou gh fe,I' th .) neY.L feVi ilc:;>k:J? I :ilicdl,- like ;"OlJr critLnl reaction 

to ~,~8 scr, err,e as I have outlined it 11r,.,,,,,, onn I srolll ' lj~'O elso L,(' :~J1: 

?ri~cetr~ or earlier. 

I shou l d h;,ve -:1ov8d more rL'z-idly b 'lt fer the fllct that 
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Annp. l.as been unwell and th3t I h&.' e p.:y~)Cl ' La' t.hi3 !::isct'a'r Ie e'.lri+,is which 

has diminished for the time bein,; H(f ... ;orki:1~ .'ow-'r, also I have heen !:andlinz 

a couple of very tempera:e:ental math~rr'aticians, who, howev~', are noV1, I thi:1';, 

off my shoul(hrs. Of CO'lrse, ~he fipa:1~i·~tl Sit'l~tio:1 ra- 1· .... ':1 r,'"' :'0 p"'ocf>ed [lore 

and our incor.'le ha0 be .... n cut sliGhtl:' afr'ct~rl, thou~h it i e, f;-om the Am8:,icFl'1 

poi r, t of vip.l'f a modest suo. 

l'his mornin : comes your note which ninp. to Ea:':;+J ;'andl-rich. The Princ:e-

to:1 ~"'eoplp. have been marvelous. I din not 1r.no·;, that ttc.'~ 'flas in Arne-ie, or 

indeed anywhere ej se an academic group :;0 vr'drJed to tl:~ prornot lc'n 0" knowledge 

as to be 'fIillln~ to ml1:.t;: .~ great sacrifices in ~)rder tJ-<, t this "lew sc18m'~ :.i~r.t 

,r less 1Jlder til '" inflll'Jnce of what +"h":l Instit, ] , e for AnVD.rI'~r=>"1 StuJy is tryin,;:; 

ly in '"'':le.'i:::a. /:e l nc:.:.ve too much to ir:lf'lJ1 ce 0" comp ,ti tiO'l or '-'3re no:'ion. 

Th9. t thr; 

I tope thet Ena con~Ji"lup.s to improve. Anne i:,~uch l-ett2r Elnc "liIl 

1 e returning next week. ~~/ arr: h.:.~ al ~ o im roved. "rhe!'e i" 8 goori time (~om-

ins yet." 

ie. I'. L:avid :,;i trany 
I~ast Sand\ilch 
":assachu set t:.s 

!F:ESB 

Ever ~ill,.::erely, 

A T;' . . 
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