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MORGAN, A. E.

DOD S.

F , A.

STEPHEN, DAVID P.

Relatlona W AI

Foundations

Bl0 raphloal

Flexn r wrote A. E. ,organ. Prinolp 1 .oGl11 Univ rslty
F bru '1) go jiJ6 asking him the relatlon betw en the
Library. MOG! • and oest. He prorn1s8s not to oompl te wlth
MoGll1 tor the Libra if ~ oGill is In the posltion to
utillze It. organ r spon S ebru ry 14. glving the history.
Gest dellol!l1ted the Llbr several if ars ago with t he un erstandlng
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tha t he intended to preunt it to the University. Afterwards,
howeve:,.he b 0 e tinancially needtul and aske the University
to len9=Jl1 money on the pledg of the Library. 'l'he University
felt itself unable to do this and on May 12, 19)2 entered into
an agree nt to purchase the Library fi'o Gest for 15,000
ith the proviso that Gest would be able to repurcha e it not

later than April )0, 1934. Gest appro obe th ~taxaxJ Univorsity
subsequently for further moXley. 'l'h& UniveI'sity lent him
&10,000 on mortgage. on other property, and extended the
option to repurohase to April )0, 193b at &15,000. organ
insists the Library, ther tore, belo s to MoGill whioh is
anxious to k ep it in the hope and b liet that it would e the
nuoleus of an import t Sohool of Oriental Stu iOB in the n ar
tuture. The University bad spent what Morgan e.t· tes
to be 60,000 to encoura Chinese studies, but no suoh
encouragement is 0 on then, at the time of writing.
Mo n wo~ld feel that the University W re treated shabbily
if someone Ise helped Gest by giVing h monay to clear his
debt and a little bit on th ai e. On the ther hand, if
Gest r ally gets a purcha er for the Li I' who wll1 7wtlk yle1

, .
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h1m a substantial. ount of money, he 001,;1 ot oomplain.
Flexner replied with a 0 ndid statom nt ot oiro tances:

135,00 0 t r price, etc., and a s .or an's a vic
wheth r twx••• Flexner in the eire stance shoul go ahe d
and try to rise the money.

Morgan repeats that he coul nIt ,rum le if Oe t exercised
his legal ri ,ht to r epurchaee, nor could "we make legal
objection 'to anyo assisting him to that end. If, however,
another larned i titution wor to us~ its fun 8 to enable
him to e a profit an at the same t to re ove an asset
or learni fro this University we sho ld feel hurt.

inally t two en,{ aroh
resi ent Doddl' April 7, 19 6.

not clear.

2, 1936,> et at luncheon at
What transpired there is

Meanwhile, Flexner got in touch with stevenl ot the
General Education 0 • endin a oopy of Mor 'I lett r
d ted ebruary 14.. stevenl thou t in the oirc tanc s,
that ii, cOil! I accumulated Inve tment in the Libr ,
the Gen ral uc tion Eo d should be neatral. He di not Ihare
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lexnerls f t t the -e was d er of di persion of t e
0011 oti n, a point which 'le r bad emphasized in sen 1n8
or anls 1 tt r to tev ns on Fe ruar 19, 1936. 'hen

Flexn a id: "If arvard, Yale or Chicago were in osition
to aoquire th Library, or if oGil1 w re in position to ep
it, I 8ho~ld willin ly with raw. InasMuch••••a it appears
that none of them is for the m ment abl to aoquire and
deY lop it, and inasmuch as rino tonba alrea y developed
an dmirable Department of Chinese Art with whioh it oould
b affiliabe, I houl like the Institute tor Adv e Study
to po 8es~t. It wo enable u to make. n tural xtonoion
in th 1:i ld of t hum iti s, thus exte 1ng our oooperation
with rinoeton Un! erll1ty." Flexner eJlt t d in a dition to
th oost price of 135,000 s 1 7 of t urator place to
houae the Library to' ,ether with on or two profe sors total
of $$00,000 ult at ly. Howev r, h oont late only a1
from the found tion for 135,000 to purchaae p io. d hopes
t t c rai fr frien s t50,0 0 to 60,0 of t at
though he bas no as urano •
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On aroh 3, stevens says MoGill owns the Library,
it is aooe sible for use by ature aoholars. Stevena ia

unwill to take it up with th Co ittee 0 the 0 ation.
I tx...... intervie with Morgan has oonvino d him that h should

not follow 1 xner's tentative su eations. ·lexner to
stevens, Maroh 16, 1936. It looks to him a if oGill is
pl~1ng the og in the eri that is, it oannot buy the
Library itself, an they are preventi aoquisition on pro~ r
term. by anyone else. He su e ts if ~tevens wil~ot take
the matt.r up with the Rookefeller Fo ation in the intere ts
of the Institute, it should oonai er maki an appropriation
to MoGill. "My main oonoern ii, as you see, not a se ish
one. A library of this sort should simply not be i sipated."
He does not r ard as a ital ractor the faot that MOpill 11'
it aoquire it will not be able to appoint a staff for 0 e
years whioh oan mike adequat use of it.

On April 4. stevens after talki with r • Gest writes
Flexn r April 4 1936. Th r ar three 00 ents whioh e
si h1rio t: (1) Colleotion still in China and oert in objeots
at MoGill are not inolu ed 1n th lot oovered by the a ee ent

.'
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expiri on April 30. &30,000 ~e8t con id r s a rea on ble
valu ion £or these. (2) If Oe t haa t • sum he wo~ld be
able to olear the aooount at oOill an so be 1n a posit10n
to deal either with them or som one w1se. (3) Gest is
ready to cooperate with 00111 1£ .organ has a plan for usi
the books; it the L1brary go s to oGi1l ~nder present terms,
Ge.t ni through. n Hi a pearano sino teven saw hi in
Janu y give meanin to this OOIl! omt. stevens c10 es with the
tollowi : Another i titutlon wi1~ot t1n it e sy to
Gonai er any step int rt rin with the plan ot cOill, ut
"MoOi1J,6h0t4S no si o£ havi power to mak a plan, an I have
some hop that th other en at cOi1l will se how the oa e
has beon put on the £ooti that ay be ve appy tor th
a. well a. for Mr. Ge t."

Th matter rested until May when Flexner wrote
stevens say1 that since hi a tent10n was or1g1aally
1reoted to th co1leotion by Mr. ~ rou1 , t L1 rarian of
rinceton, rofes or orey, head of D. A. • ot Pr1no ton

spoke to him point! out ~hat Prinoeton has already m ~e a
st t 1n r1ental studie and t t the aoqu1 1t1on o£ th1s
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Libr by either the Institute or the Univ raity to e used
in com on, "as are all our f ac!I i ties. op 01'tuniti s, and
faoulty, woul oreate th pos ibility of 0 tabliaai in
Prinoeton a 0 nter for rl ntal tudie8.' Empha izl that
U. S. re tions wIth t he Orient are destir. d to beoome more
inti te, It i8 important that the Library be preserve. He
ha got an opinion w±kft from Mr. Hummel, Chi f of the Division
of rientalla in tho Li r ry of Co re8S Which ays G. O. L. is
8eoan best in the oountry to the Libr&ry of Co res oolleot on.
They h ve trie to acquire It for the Libr y of Congr 8S but
have failed. He explains his position, (Flexn r ex lains his
position) a still b i m Inl a cono rn that th Library
should be acqulr d by on of the ere t univ raiti s whioh oould
relie on to u e it an to buil it up and not nece a 11y that
it should be brought to Prine ton. Other institutions are
intere te but unable to aaE. purcha • Gerould is assured
h1lIl that if it oan oome to rinoeton, fireprooi' spac for
housi wil~e prOVided ii' the In titute acquire it.

The price haa 00
P1exner raises the qu

down fro 135,0 u to eI30,000. Again
tion of the Poun ation ••t~twg giving
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ha th sum. ~

stevena, Jun 13, informs
t4o,ooo worth of books in China
trua or not, h doesn't know.

1 xnor that Gl11ls s
to b pdd tor. This

bout
ay be

le e Ju 0 17. a1 t .~ he un er tood fro (1 e t t t
t e books had alr a y b en pa1. lor.

On J 23, orm Th eeret, writes le r of
e etion of the eeu~iv JO tte of the Roekenil r

ound tion 1n mak1 62,5co avail hle to the I. A. • toward.
the eo t of the Ge t Chin se Researoh L1brary upon eo Itl0
that the Inst1 tute secure th b anc of sueh eo t and at
least halt thereof, and upon the f urth com 1tioll that the
colleotion it purchased r ain at Pri eton U versity.

;r: Geet Oriental Libr a17 , 18ea11eneo s 00rr a oDdenoe, -Z
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1936

~ T 0 I NTAL LIB (p. 7-8)

CH L OF H01 TIC S~I

10/13

'neil1t es

Aead me r iZ ati on

CHOOL 0

M

CO MIC AND OLIOS (p. 8-10)

Aoad 11I10 ll~l~

Report of Direotor (p. 3-7)

Trusteee' inutee, 10/13/36
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1936

Q ORIEilTAL Facillt1...

10/30

Flexner to ••~

~.. to Dr. Swann. The o••t L1.brar,r w1ll allfq'l n~ a eurator wo 1.1 thoro~
!".'''ar v1.th the Ch1.n .e linguae. and literature. and I haTe had. .1.ne. the Board ...t1q
two c co. v1.th Ii to Dodda al'ld on til the Ch1.ne e .ebolarl ot the Pr1.ne ton
taCNlt7 1.n • ct to t.h. L1.brar7. 1. ld.ll undoub~ 1.n the cours. 0 t1Jle ra tb
JI'.l.cleua 01' a 001 at orl.ental .tucrl.es - sClll8'th that d • ot axUt 1.n Ud.. untry
and • badlT ea•••At ....t1llg I reco-.nded liPenunent appo1Ataent or lJr. In

h l·.tOl ~r to t appo nt ~ot th pro 8S OlS.·

...
"Y .terda:r I had a 10 talk wit.h t Pree1dent Dodd. II respect. the lolt coura.. H.

has not been 1.dl. at any t1ae .1.nee the nlcot1.at1.one becan, but he ha. had. to IIOY. ".l7
d1plau.t1. • ere are two parUes vh he III1It carr:r 1I'1th h1a1 one, th B ot
Trustee. 01' Pr1.nceton Uni.ver~ lIbo were unan1JDo11l 1.n v1.eh1ng to ace te 111 1.n t •

de.1.re1 two. th Clas. l' 1906 vh1.ch presented the 10lt' club 1m •• the
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SprintdaJ.e Go11' Club with the club bOWl., There are a n r ot oJ.d-tlll.r. in thU group
on the Club Rou. ll~tte. who are extreIII~ reluctant to haTe thb _r1al touoh~
in ny . • Tb arch1teot 1a dubiou aboat the t ....1bUity- of' 0'V1.ne the buUd1ng a.
it T'.at: l!l ,a a, hOtl~h it Clan be done, Pr••Went IloddII IlJU aRt. that, it we oan authorize
" to o~t,,'t' the Clua of 1906 a a ewbat lIIproved and od.m club hOWl. to be located
t r: I' er.d ot the Pr1ll to Inn, the Cla•• ot 1906 v1ll f.el that th"7 are c.tt1nc

quid Ilr? JO. and h v1ll" rel1...ed ot a larc. part of ona ot the•• peraonal .itu&t1ona
which are diltioult to handle in a uniy.reit7. The oo.t CCl.tI U ot bu1ldinc an 1JIpl'OY

.011' club hOWl. to be kno a. the 1906 Clu ° e uld be between ;20,000 and _25.000,
Tb UniTllr.it;r v1ll not need &IV part of the Old n ara to replace arr:r dama&. don. to the CI
go11' ell b, tor 1l''ld t ttl' o~. toU e which be ued tor that
purpos. alld t ayo ~Il the Old •"

urc I ! 1181. .- ~r" rt .
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4/2J
1937

pESl OR • TAL LIBRARY

ROCKEFU,LER

Flexner (Princeton) to Fosdick (Rockefeller Found., h~C)

Facilitles

Foundations

"1 have just returned from a two ays visit to .... ashinl;ton in the course of which
1 had a very interesting Dnversation with I-'.r. HUInIl,,~l, who is Cur tor of the Chinese
Section of the Library of Congress, anrl with V.r. Putnam, the Librarian. Reflecting on
what passed between us, 1 have an idea regarding the Gest Collection towards the purchase
of whi h the ockefeller Found~tion made a liberal grant to us. Before I do anything or
mention the matter to any one else I should like to get your opinion, for the point 1 have
in mind concerns the }oundation as well as the Institute. Can you let me know what d3,Y
in the ne..'Ct week or two 1 can see you for a brief talk? I do not think it will take yo~

long to make ap YP'lr minrl.

.. It

HIe Il-2)
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1938

jOE'T ORIENTAL LIBRARY

SWA , NANCY LEE

Faoilities

iographic

2/23

The date of the ag ement Which iB letter form is
ap arent1y 'ebruary 23, 1938.

The fo a1 agreement provi es for a total sale price
of 132,250.00, of waich on ebruary 11, 1938,
840,000, $60,000, and 10,000 ha been p aid in cashto Ir.
Oest, together with an a ditional $10,500, cr a total of
120.500. Of t h b 1 ce. 811.150, direct by the

agreement th payment of 1.001.50 to Dr. ~ Nanc1 Lee wann,
Curator of the colleotion, Lil ian H. CeBt, 88,743.93, •
wife from Whom he is separated and O. M. Gest, $1998.57,
The re Idua1 amount. The first pqment Is i40,000 d
ap~ears to have been made June 30. 1936; the secon
payment, 860,000, August 11, 1936; the third 10,000,
March ~2, 1931; the balanoe wile paid to Cest direot1y was
paid in November and Dec ber, 1931.

D Flle'¥~ff~U HirOi~a&5ians~~~ Transfer of Gest Chinese Librax,' to
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1939

G T 0 I TAL LIBn y

GENERAL (BY*LAWS)

HERB PoT 11.

~1~
-rUe

Vaoil1tin

Corporatlon

1 ralJh cal

aass to Flexner. ay d. 1939.

Refers to the $250 which he loaned • Gest. and wants it baok.
Alao. que tlona proposed by-lawa eliminat1ng _x.... .!..x01'1'10io membership

n sta 1 0 tte s 01' the oor oration.

Flexn r to Maes. .ay 9. 1939.

r. aml:>erger oall attent ion to the 1'aot that there were so many
exoffi010 members that it was dlr1'lcult to transact buslness expe itiously
linen resolutions h d to be circul ted for many signatures. Bamberger had
su gested the 0 ission of ex 01'1'1010 members. and hia r quest I brought
the matt r up at th Janu JOy eting, say lexn r, for a notioe of 121e
intent to a end the b -laws we given to re tr10t ex 0 1'i010 membership
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to ino1ude only the founders and the ohairman as x offioio members of
oommittees.

~a•• to 1exner, May 10, 1939.

Maas remi s F1exner that at the time of disoussion in January of
the amendm nt to the by-laws, he Ulou t to re ove all ex offioio members
from the various cplllRl;1!t es would be a reat mistake cause I t would
frequ nt1y pre:t n~iDll[ quorum tog ther. "lherefore, I believe that in
every instance th Chairman, or, in his ab ence or inability to attend,
the Vioe-Chairmanllho'~dbe ex officio A of eaoh 00 ttee. This
would in effect reduce the number of ex officio m bers, UT ~ti11 leave
one representativ of the o1'fioia1s oneaoh committee."

D File, Herbert H.

)~.: <~t.
'A ~ ..

ass, 1939-1946
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1939

E T 0 IENTAL LIBRARY

ROC 'ELLER

IEXNER, A.

5/13

Facilities

OU ATIO

Blo raphioal

w: • WIS

lexner to Weed, May 13.

He submits the udget s owl th Be t Oriental Libr y a separate
item ince it cannot b housed in u1d Hall. "I sho 1d have sald
yester ay when the question or tori th Geet L1 rary va raIse that,
it any eu oh step were taken, the Institute wou1 be co ell d to

\

return to tne ocker 11 r Foundation t e sum or 62,5CO.00, oontributed
by th ounaation to the Institute on co itlon that the Li rary ho d
b open equally to the scholars or rlnc ton University an the nstitute."

D FUe, feed, Lewis H.
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;<lEST ORIlllTAL LIBRARI Facllit1e.

1/22

Director reporte on Addition to Geat Oriental L1bRry

Tr. Min. - 1~/ /40 - p. 8
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1940

,/G..sT LlB Y

B rrTON, RO >'ELL

}'acilities

Biography

3/23
3/30
4/8

EAGLET01~, CLYDE

Clyde Eagleton (New York Unlv.) to F. Aydelotte (Swarthmore) 3/23/40

"
"For your information, and as my good deed for the day, I pass along a conver­

sation I had the other day with '1 fellow at. I•.Y.U. named Roswell Britton. He is supposed
to be a pretty good sinologue or sinologist or whatever they are called--noe would know
about that enqbf it better than 1. At present, Britton is living a frustrated sort of a
life teaching Y~thematlcs at .Y.U. because there are no jobs for scholars of ancient
Chinese. r:e says that in connection with the Gest library at the Institute, Flexner
invited him to apply for membership, and that with F'lexner's withdrawal he was left up
in the air. He does not seem to be aggrieved or to feel that any promises were broken;
he just had some hopes which are now suspended. .Li' t.here are any opportunities in that
field I think he !louln deserve consideration."

Aydel Ue (Princeton or Swarthmore) to Eagleton (New York Unlv.) laJ'. 30, 1940

"

".,
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"I talked Roswell Britton's case over with Dr. Flexner and got a somewhat
different impression of the situation. Dr. Flexner feels, in the first place, that
Britton is not" spe ialist in CMnese studies, but rather an amateur who has an interest
in the subject but no schoilrly credentials anything like up to the standard which we
require here at the INstitute. I llndl;>rstand from Dr. Flexner that there was ahsolutely
no co!1l!'litment of any sort on the part of the Institutl;>. If we are able to develop
Oriental studies here, i~ may be that Britton would find it a usefQl place to work, but
if we go into that subject we 1pught, in accordance with our proe;ram, to get men who
either are or promise to be leading scholars in the world in that field."

~e;leton (,ITU) to Aydelotte (Princeton) Apr. 8, 1940

"
"I am afraid I left the wrong illlpression as to Britton. He does not feel any

claim as against the Institute--he merely had a vae;ue hope; nor, I think, does he aspire
to be one of the hig men, but merely to assist. On the other hand, I had the illlpression
that he is a promising young Slnologist--you probably know more about that through the
Guggenheim FOlmdation. On still another hand, I don't see why the Institute should spend
its I!IOney (unless there is plenty) on such work as this, as there are far more important
studies that need to be made.

U II

File II-IS
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TAL LIDP.AHY

Maasa to Aydelotte, JUly 1, 1940.

" ow a to the Gest Library, I have read your letter V817
c refully anc 0 not oare to a SUllIe respon ibility for a d cision. In
my juugment the matter should be 1 ft to the Executive Committee I had
the dhtinct impre8sion. . ioh may have been entirely un~ustiried, that
at oms stage of th proce din we had acquired om IIr. Gest the art
colleotion. Originally "hen we bou ht only the library h, imsel!, told
me th t he wa s ending the art collection to Princeton although it
remained his property, because he felt that it was an integral part of
th library a th t some day the Institute shoul aoquire it. Later
on, wh n he was in distre s, I tho ht we ha made an adjustment of the
entire 8ituation, w uch, arno oth tni s, g v us titl to the art
work. In vie of the circUlllfltances, I am sure you will agree th t I
8houl not pa s upon the u stion myself but leave it, a ug t d, for
the Executive Committee."

D. Pil, 'erb rt H. aa s, 1939-1.946
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OR.IlI$TAL LIBRARY laolllt1es

10/14

Reao1ved to turn to o. t 1I0000e objects ot art housed in 11brar;y but not part of
:It (r1 ntaJ. llbrlu7.

Tl. _ 1 11 l'oC - .' 6
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00 t rlent 1 L1 f&r7--Va.tlt 11e. a rlental tte.
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o I AL LIBR RY Facilities

7/21+

PRI CF'l'ON UNIVERSITY Relations OAl

ROCK Lf FOUNDATION Foundations

Copy ot an ori nal of a letter, copy ot which i8 in
the Oe t Oriental Library tiles. Correspondence A. to M.,
z.«....t~ reoountine the bl tory ot~ Fle~er' rel tioD
ith the aeet Oriental Libr puroha.e.

FA Conti en 1 Files, Maroh 7, 1957
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iGEST 01IENTAL LIBRARY 1"& 1H 1 !I

A1delott to Maass, September 4, 1941.

"Captain Gillis, who boup:ht ost of the books for Mr. Gest in
China, has writtenm e what I think is the correct explanatIon. At a
oertaln tare In th for atlon of the library a certain Doctor Roese,
who wa. a.slstlng Mr. Gest, reported on the basis of lotlat was supposed to
be an aotual count that there were 91,500 volumes. Using is fIgure a
basis Capt~in Gilll added tae number of volumes as purohased, bringing the
total to 130,000. Basi his oalculations, however, 0 n the numb r of
boxe. occupi d by the first part of t e library hen it wa shipped
from ChIna, CaptaIn GIllis was skeptioal about the 90,000 and thought
the figure should have been roo like 60,COO. Apparently Capt in Gillis
was right and the error was mad in some way by Doctor Roses.

"It wo d never have been disoovered ~# had not Dr. Swann (who
never saw the whole library together until it arrived in Prinoeton)
sugg sted that we 0 ht to make an actual count, verifying tae figure
instead of talci them on hearsay. No oheckup had been made at the time
the oolleotion wa. purchased by the Institute. I feel sure that
Mr. Geat h1maelf wa acting on goo faith in placi the number of
volumes at 130,000."
D. File, Herbert H. Haas • 1939-1946

. a'~ :.

:;~'.:'~"~~
-',.'::"1:;, •

;'1 "t~

: ':;" .
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GEe 0 I TAL LIBRARY o.oi11 ties

Haas to Aydelotte, September 8, 1941.

"I regret, however, thr.t it took ao long to diBoover the real
faota. while I do not impute any improper motives to Mr. Gest, I think
som attempt should be made to adju t the situation. Undoubtedly his
finanoial position is suoh that he oannot make restitution of what now
appeara to be an exoes payment, but it may well be t t he or his
dau hter are possessed of other property whioh will fit in wi til the
library and oould be used in lieu of Cllsh by way ot restitution."

D. File, Herbert H. Maal , 1939-1946
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/CEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY P'acUities

Library cost. IAB about *,000 per yu.r. Mu.t.ta;y in Princeton u condition
set by Rockefeller oundation,which paid hall the purchase price o£ the library. D1scussiOl
of turn1ne library oYer to Princeton University, as it ill now housed there.

Tr. (in. - 1/26/42 - p. J
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o. tIIDll'AL LlERARI l'aclliti II

5/JI3

_ ctor appointed to look 1llto question of beet uae or library, and whether
II d18)?OllI:l.tion should be lIIade vb1ch would ClSUl'lt its great uaef'uln SII tor IIchoJ.ar:lJ'
purpoa II •

•r. • - 51 9/42 - pp. 2-3
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Tr. in. - lO/15/1lo2 - pp. 7

acil1t1
CorporaUon

,I1t1t''h; n ; J ~ .....J'.,'~

not in

10/15
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GE T ORIE'TAL LIBRARY

HAAS , HERBERT H.

\lEED.

AYD LOTTb.. F.

Facilities

Bio raphical

10/20

ydelotte to Flexn r. Ootober 20. 1;42.

eo
Maae"lln

w ., of th
We d e urgi upon the

Geat Oriental Library i
oard that it dispose in
d1lltely.

D Fl e. Fle:m r. Abraham
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TORI AL LIBRARY Faoilities

10/23

MAA S, HERBERT H.

Flexner to Aydelotte.

Biographioal

I am not surprised to hear Maas. oont1nue. to na you
on the G. o. L. but aurpr1.ed that Weed should support him.
A. for aass I h d repeatedly during y nine years to a1t down
on him in the ost s y ra hion, and unle s yo~ 0 so in
the atter of G. O. L. you will fin that he will be a big er
nuisance a8 time roll on. It 1s no part of the business of a
trustee to dictate the eduoational polioy of a colle8 , a
un1versity, or a rese oh institute.

FA Confident1al 11ea, March 7. 1957
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T 0 I TAL L BRARY

POLIC

FOUl'lD

GIFTS

tiE s , HERBERT B.

aciUtiee

Admin1e tr t ion

Corporat ion

Finance

i gr hied.

11/4

Maaee to Aydelott • Nove r 4. 1942.

r eea atonia ont t t the grant the ook fell
oundation includ d a provision that the coll otion if pu.oha .d

remain at Princeton Universit;y. "Dr. Ilemer hn alwaye led me
to believe t t th oondition waa merely int ed to imply
that the oolleotion be k pt at inceton and be made avaH ble
at all ti e to Princeton University." pane ton hould Pll;1
t co t of' aintenanoe, inc. thiI Lib is oatalogued as a
part ot the library ot Prine ton Univel ity.

A 0 expr sses aurpris to le n the ter s or s wannls
appo lltll nt aa Curator, "and I 811 quite sure that non at
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the trustees rea11ze or appreoiated at that ttme that she
was bei given a life appoint nt.

"Apparently the whole s1tuation is in a very bad st te,
and it may well be that the co ttee will ve to direct its
ttorts 6ntirely to an attempt t 0 ve rineeton, aa above

sug este , assume the burden of aintenance, or 1n any event
to share the same."

(The Minut II of Swann' 8 appointment eke 1t perfectly
clear t t she 111 a perm ent b r, sh is appointed with
the T. I. A. A. and retirement at 65. Ma&lls' 8II1azem t 111 a
little 111-fo ed).

G t Or1 tal Library 11es--Vault, G t Llbr y Co ittee
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",bEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY

FIEXNER, A.

AYDELOTT , F.

FacUities

Biographioal

11/10

e oh 0 ther frequent lyon

Aydelotte to Flexner, November 10, 1942.

They are apparently 8 eei
Inltitute bUlin 81.

"I a180 bad a good et of the committee on the G It
Library a I 811I 80rry that you oould not b here to meet with
them. I want the oommittee to tal with you IU1 it woul suit the
elt if you could meet With th Mond~, November 23rd, at 2:30

in the afternoon. Sime I know th t you do not go d"wn to your
offioe in the afternoon, I Ihould be glad to bring the oollllllittee
(coneisti~ of Edgar Bamberger, Moe, an Veblen) up to your
apartment. At the meeting on Nove er 9, Aydelotte presented
all the faots known to him oonoerning the aoquisition of the
Library. The oom tte e bas been ooneideri the importanoe of
the Gest Collection and the gre t opportunity whioh adequate use

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Gest. Orien. Lib. 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



of this library would after us to makA a contribution to Chinese
studies, "which are sure to have a larger place in American
soholarship in the future than they have ever had in the past."

He haa estimated for the oommittee that to make the Library
at real use to soholars, it would cost from $60,000 to $80,000 per
year. It we establish a work 1n Ch1nese st iel, it would be

Bure to grow, and ow more expensive, therefore.

Such an ad itional financial support for anythi06 1s out at
the question tor the In t1tute, and the lnsti tute wil¥now have to
deo1de whether it oan continue to expend approximately $7000

a year tor the maintenance of the Library on 1ts present scale.
They t1nd 1t apparent that Dr. Swann 1s a permanent appointee and
not an annual appointment.

D File, Flexner, Abraham

....
•

,.. ' .
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........ G ST 0 I T L LIBRARY Facil1ti s

l1/ll

t to et the co ittee on Gest
dg Bamberger) for 00 sult at ion on the

POLIO Administration

F ,UNO Oorporation

GIFTS inanee

F , A.

Flexner to Aydelotte, Nov mb r 11, 1~2.

Makes an appoint
Library (Mo , V blen,
Library.

"The lUDl doo ts in t case co 1 tel,. s tt the
i sue. Ware obli at d by every possible oon i eration or
d oenoy to the oekefeller Foundati n, to Princeton University,
and to Dr. wann, a any reo ndation that look to
disposi ot: the library would be a d sgr oe to t be I titute.

"1 do not believe that it is possible or s1rable at this

"­.
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mo ent to figure out w t an Orl t Inatit ut e may s e day
coat. It throwe no 11 t on our probl • hen w egan with
m thematics on en owm nt of 5,OOO,OCO, I had no 1 ea
wheth r the lnetitut would have three the ticians or sev n.
till lee dld I know that wlt out any reque t on M1 ~ t
r. Bamber£!: r and irS. Puld would subsequently ive u
3,000,000 mor • ery institution in tllis cOloUltry that is

worth it alt has grown expaIJled in un xp cted fashion.
You dld not know w n you went to warthmore that you woul g t
the oney to finance honors work, or did you know ow uoh
it wo ld cost. You d faith, and faith moves ountains. I
have faith in the ori inal conc ption of ttl 1 titute as
Simon had 1'aith in s ieinal oonception ot the ookefell r
lnetitute. Little di he ream when Mr. Rookefeller gave him
200,000 that before r tlr d • ook feller would have

given him between sixty an eventy llion. ur question
18 not th future, Which w cannot loreeee, but tile pres nt,
and I am muoh more co c rned about the present t an I
about the futur , for upon present th futur i oln to
• epend.
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"With every good wiah.

"V ry 8~noerely yours,

/s/ A. F.

IIp. S. It the Institute survive an ows, I venture to
pr diot that fifty years from now its hi torian will say that
the two mo t tar-sight d th1 a I did were (1) the aoqu1sition
ot the Oe t Library d (2) the fo tion of an eoonomio group
of th type we now po se8l. Mathemat10a and the u ual humanistio
studies would have oontinu d to pro per without t In titute.
thou of oours I am gla we di an are doi them both.

/ / A. F'.

tte
F.

G at I.1brary Co
/a/ A.

Files, Vault,

"A k Wee whether when the Johns Hopkins Med10 Sohool
began 1th endowment of 400,000, Dr. Weloh bot red about
ita aoqu1ri an ndowmont or 15,000.000 in his life time; I
can give you II. soore of s1m11ar x Ie. Money 00 • 1n
those who deaerve 1t."

Geat Or1ental Libr

"
, y
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A- T OR -NT LIBRARY FacUities

LE. O. Biogra hicd

o • AL N

G GAR•

Ve 1 n op osed oels ndments to p
Ja u 27. 19 of Tru t 00 ittee for
whioh favors current bu get & expresse
Geat Orient al Library &1 well a1'ford th
greatest opportunities. el1m1nary work

o d. J y 25. 1943.

opos d report
tud1 of Library

b lief t t
n titute one of it_

on report fil with

Vault File_. aeat Oriental Library. aeat Library Co itt e
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1943

TRUSTEES Corporation

1/18
1/22

FLEXNER, A.

AYDELOTTE, F.

~EST ORIENTAL LIBRARY

Biographical

Facilities

Flexner to Aydelotte, January 18, 1943.

He is having throat trouble again, and is coming down
to Princeton to stay at the Inn and sit on the veranda; also to
see some people wheneve¥he is able.

He eno1oses a letter which he hopes Aydelotte will read
to the Boa d to get permission to insert in the minutes.

He urges the Institute not to part with the Gest
Library or to attach conditions to gifts that are offered without
condition. It is shortsighted.

Aydelotte to Flexner, January 22, 1943. He has no doubt

. ,
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the Board will be willing to incporpcrate Flexner's letter in
the Minutes. "You may want to change it when you see the
actual report of the Gest Library Committee."

D File, Flexner, Abraham
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Ii:ST ORDNTAL LIBRARY

FULTON. JO

Faoilitle.

~/2S

,.,

A1tIelotte d1aou"eci aut L1bra1'7 nport w1th Flexner who wrote a JAtter 1n
rep17. nexner..,._ the report "la ad1lirabJA and dlspo... ot the pro~_ ot tbe G..t
L1.bra1'7 not on17 tor the preaent but tor all t1ae and ••ttl.. the pol1q whioh ..,81'7
1nat1tuUon ot 1eam1ni au.t tollav1 n aooeptlnc cUt. 181'1I&I1. to It. broad pI1rpO ..

.....Tho•• re~l~e tor the d...eJ.ot-ent ot an 1natltutlon ot 1earn1nl au.t
po••••• three oharaoter1atle•• (1) v1a1on••• 1 (2) talth... 1 () oourage..... H. goe. on
to .1te John Hopk1ne Un1yeralt7 and bow they .tarted nth lit•• ue1ng th••e charaoter.
laUo. and &NV to be .0 1IUOh•

..It tbe idea und.r171nC th. Inatitute tor AdYanceci studT 1& .ound•••then the Oe.t
L1.br&17 .hould b. Il&1nta1neci at a.rry co.t...To lJ\U'rtI!ldar that L1bra". nov. wen aa8llll1nc
that we can lacal17 and aorally do .0, woul.d be a ~ov to the Inatltute hca wb10b lt
II1cht n..,ar reooYar."

Dr. FIllton .aid that af'ter the war Cb1ne•••tudt.. v1ll be more 1mportant and

that the !AS v1ll be proud ot it. ownarllb1p ot the CIe.t COllectlon.

Tr. M1n. - 1/25/4) _ p. 4 and appendix
••\·l! .""0
/~~ ..~".:
-i!."f.".

~~H
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/GE TORI NT

POLlOI S

GENERAL

LIBRARY Facilities

Adminis tration

Re tions OAI

FrJm the Direotor's report, he has oanvassed the
situation on the Gest Oriental Library duri the three
years h has been Director. The report of the Trustees
oommitt • consisti of dg amberger, Dr. ,oe, and
Veblen, is present d at the same me ti , and these are
c 011lI!l8 nt s •

Aydelotte say the ownership of the gr at library carries
the responsibility for providing for its proper use either
by the Institute or by some other research institution. "Tl»

oommittee a emphasize that responsibility and haa Wisely
not attempted to say at thll moment what that use ahould be.

"All aigns point toward the increasing importanoe ot
Chinese studies in the United Stat s in the future and it the
Institute were in a position f nancially to establish a school
of oriental studies, or even to staff the library and equip
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with the modern books ne ded to make it an effeotive olace
for r searoh, we should be maki a notable ad ition to
the resouroes of Ameri~an scholarship in what ia for t s
oountr,oa oomparatively :new field. Whether it would be wise 0 r
posaible for us to do this depends upon several faotorsl
upon the financial resource. of the lnatitute, upon the
outo me of the war, upon the state of Chine.e tudies in
other universities, and upon the scholars and stu ents
available. "

~e says a survey is necessary of the library itself
and~hat 11 being done and planned in t field in thB
oount~. He baa disoussed the matter wi th Dr. David Stevens
of the Rookefeller Foundation, and received from him an offer
from the Foundation to PIIiY the salary of Profe sor
Duyvendaok of Holland, one of the world'. 1 ding authorities
in this field, for1lwo y ara for the purp e of making suoh
a survey. Duri the way it has been impossible even to
oontaot Dr. Duyvendack, and it is, ob.loualy impossible,
if they could oontaot him, to ar an e for hi leaVing
Holland at this time.
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As to the expansion of the Institute, he has been
think1 that Chinese studies wlll be only one of several

{
fielda whioh should be oonsidered. and he is preparing
to lay a report befox. the foun ers, wbich will be the
result of conference with a wid. circle of erioan and
European soholars.

In the /; e minutes the report of the Trustees I

Committee is set forth, giving the terms of its aoquisition
and the then 00 t of its maintenanoe. They reoall, among
other faots oonoerning the library that the In titute
in Dr. Flexner'a tllne, ebruary 19, 1936, in ~$k\y.!xt
ap~lying to the Rookefeller Foundation for a. iet oe
in purohaai t li':lrary un ertook to pay the salary of
the Curator and, in the oourse of time. the salaries of one
or two professors in oonneotion with th Library.

The Oo~ ittee has oonferred with Dr. Flexner whose
feeling is that the Institute oould 0 forward only on the
basis of oonfidenoe in its own future and that the Library
should e held in this spirit.

..
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The Co ittee a 0 diacussed the problem with
Maass and Leideadorf. They agreed with the Committee
that th re i no praoticable alternative at present open
to the Institute but the continued maintenance of the
Library at approximately the present modest scale, (about
$6500 per year). Theyal 0 called for a complete understanding
of all oommitments made.

The Co ttee opines that th oommit nts require the
Tru tees to ontinue main.enance of the Library for the
pre.ent, and that it i8 impossible to reduoe the budget.
They al 0 decide that it i8 not;P6eaible to dispose of the
Library or solve the questions conoermd with suoh action
at the present time; t t the plana of th Trust es will
have to be considered at some future date. "The Gest
Library is on of th few greQt colI ctions of Chinas.
books in the United States; the role of Chinese studies
in American education an scholar hip promises to be much
more important in the future than it ha been in the pst
and the responsibility of proviai tor the adequate us
of this colleotion is a serious one.
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"At t be end of this report the Co i ttee s ad d
the relevant ocuments concern! the acquisition of the
Library by the Institute, together with a tent tive eatimate
of the probable cost of maintaini it as a center for
research in Chinese studies in oase that development should
at 80me future time seem to the Tr tees feasible and
desirable."

See particularly lexner'a x.,... letter of
February 19, 1936, Document No.1, a ended to t s report;

Dooument No.~, is report to the Tr tees, OctOber 13,
194.6; together with his letter of January 23, 1943 to
Aydelotte, Appendix C in w loh he vigorously looks toward
this future and affirms the eatiny of the Institute as
expandi to cover a field of Oriental studi s. The budget
ia not included in kKtI the appendix•••

Minutes Trustees, January 25, 1943, Appendix A and Appendix B

"::..: .',.'1
'o' .~,.,'1,; .
.":,.:", .
:. 'l".-I;
.' .~ \ ..., ,'.,'

••..oJ1..~} .

.' .
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~, TORI NTAL LIB ARY aoll1tiel!

3/22

MEmo from Marie C. Fiohel er to Aydelotte, pre umably,
on the Gel!t Libra •

See Souroe.

FA (Elsa Jenkinl!) 3/19/57, 1l'11 o. 4.
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GEST ORI NTAL LIBRARY

SWANN, NANCY LEE

GILLIS, OOMMANDER I. V.

Facilities

Bio raphical

8/25

Cornman er I. V. Gillia, u. s. ~. (R tlred) Ie
cataloguer of the collection, formerly of Peking, China,
present address unknown (aa of August 25, 191~3). Last
cOlrumunication receIved from Commander Gilils was a
elay d letter dated November 12 1941, and Christmas

Gre ting m lIed November 11, 19~1, rrived pril 10, 1942.

Nancy Lee Swann, Cur tor, to Gillis, A ust 25, 1943.

She writes on the in ex to the oatalogue of the Gest
riental tibr y, .d the letter ndlol1tes great doubt that

will ever reoeive it since no one knows where he is, and
apparently th y have not heard from him since the Japaneee

tied up communioations with China.

I·We dream that you are abl t'J have your typist with
you, and oindi go forward, beoau e, ae we wrote in a

.:
•,

" .
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oommunioation of Februar,r 12. 1942. Dr. Aydelotte hoppd that
you would be able to have th entire lot of oopies printed
and bound put into tao just lik the four oo~i s whioh we
reoMved." -

!he goes on to say t t they are making in the Library.
"as we oan. an index to the IND X by Gest numbers, just fer

use here in the Librar,r, and as I wrote to you e lier we
have a oard index of autnors, filed by authors indeE
numb rs ••• "

"I try to get up to oall on Ge t twioe a year, as he
is now totally blind. and penniless: lives with hie
daughter. They have a pleasant plaoe to live, and his
daughter is good beyond d soription to him. I s_ him this
past June.

"The plan i8 still to have a building for the L rary
just as soon as the war is over, and to that end and for
that purpose we move forward as muoh as w oan. It weul
be nioe to hear f~m you again. and I ho e that this
letter reaohes you.
D File, Doouments in Conn8otiQn with Trall!fer of Gest Chines.

Library to Inetitute for Advanoed Study
':'! i!"'.~

:l,~'(;·'
'F}- ~.

~ :. ,l';'
.,f, ,J,.
j':'i:({tt:'

.'~"'''~ :,.{
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1945

POLICIES

TRUSTEES

LEWIS, WILMAR TH

AYDELOTTE, F.

vbEST ORIENTAL LmRARY

April - Oc tob er

Administration

CORPORATION

Biographical

Facilities

For memo on above headings see Chronological file under
1945, April - Ootober, or anyone of the first four headings.

D, Lewis, Wilmarth S.
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1945

,eOLICIES

TRUSTEES

IEWIS. WILMAR TH

AYDELOTTE. F.

OfnTS/~ST ORIENTAL LIBRARY

GENERAL

April - Oc tober

Administration

Corporation

Biographica 1

Facil ties

public ations

For letter from Lewis to Aydelotte October 25. 1945.
regarding above headings (Gest Oriental Library and General
Publications addea here) see Chronological file 1945.
April - October.

D. Lewis. Wilmarth S.

.'
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T 0 rENTAL LIBRARY F cHit!

10/26

, WI ARTH

A ~OT , •

1 raphlcal

A elott to Lewis, Ootober 26, 1945.
"T Oe t ri ntal Liorary is potential.7 g at

0011 otlon. 1 have d several Ch1nese so 0 rs ex ne it
for e, th ost e 1n nc of th m bel D. u Shih. T 7
tell h t w t v .:lave is a 0 olleotor'. Ii rary and Ulat

we should h ve to ake lar e additions of' vorkin ter1al
to ake it s It Ie fOI 80 01 1y rese o. 1 av been

lv n to un er tand t c 100,0 0 1 ht be surr1e1cnt for
t 1 purpo , plus 01' 0 )ur e an annu proprl tioD to

e8p 1t up 0 t. n

te

ruAb t t Tr t8 etl n v ark,
not t r1m8ton. h1s was d t rm1 d by
health, and thlly just tuvon't oh ed t s

D, Lewis, Wilmarth S.

•
e8s' t1ng

Bam1)erger's
enough.
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1neDeot
1 1 •
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I
1
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., • o •

1 U7 It ita

It, • 1D1'••1"1' Co:cl • 1 17/;>6
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1 6

~.T I AL LIB Y

5/17
ff/2

aoilit1es

o I INTAL TUD

DUYV AK

Aoa e ic Activities

BI0 r phical

Duyv ndak's r' port to Aydelotte dated bove on Chinose
studies (La t oopy) and on Cest OrIent Library (8/21 and on
Inologists in Amerioa 8/2 •

.le in V rtioal File un er "0" ror .e tOri ntal Libr ry.

A File, G t Library Co~~itt.e, 10/17/56, Ho •
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,10 "T ell 'TAL LIBRARY

00 ·rAY.. J. J .t. 10. h1cal

aile t c:i 8.

Tr. 1~. 5/23/ p. 'O-ll
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c iTAL LIBRARY acU1t1ea

B1o,.'71'aphical

5/23

ot1 ,.... sec a:1I:1 rr1ed, 1.t 8 Toted that pend t'1.r1al dupos1t1on
of at On tal L1braIy, B be retained t rar1J)o" Curator after h r
ret t on June JO, 1946, thU appointment to be Ilonth by IIlOI'lth, d that eh be

anted a eu1 l;le bonorar1\l111 tor this • nl'V1ce."

'fr. .in. 5/'1..:3/46 p. lJ
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(f) IllO!DClY)

/

BO!)DE,

o 'e let l' t 1'1 t 1 l' 1'1.

e.

e e lLl -- 1 r , o
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1946

AT I LiIB y

8/2

aoUities

ORI ~ TUDm

DUYVE lD

A ademle Aotivltie

Blo rap leal

Duyven ak1a letter to y elotte on G st ri tal
Llbrary and 50 Sinolo ata in rlea.

Gest Orlen tal Libra • Vault file

"
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1946

"'GEST ORlXNTAL IJBRARI cllities

10/JJ3

It was suggested that Dr'. J.J.L.~endak·e report on the Ge t Oriental L1brar;r
be circuJ.a to all bers or thl' Board or Tru.ste.e and that til tte>r be cl1acuaeed
in detaU by Exeeutive Caaitte••

Tr. 'in. 10/19/ -- pp. 6-7
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!/t:-'l-.'" j-,'Q.J
J.OlIdwto _._hIt

aillUee

.' '.. "1.'
.~ . "
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L

11/19

ORDrn'J'AL LIBB:.\RY

•

t • 11/19 6
...~
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/' c'" t 8

)1/19

·.h Co: it e approved the payment of ¢l.sco to p lliB tor 28 copiee
oJ: Too to t 0 at Libra • The IA.S OM r;1rca1J,y recei eu Il rill. t f'rolIl hte
Rock.t 11 r fc • tic, ot tZ •.5OO tor 10C copies ot this Indox. ..ost ot th had
been deotro~e dlllrir.g tho 'Illr. The L\" and Rockefeller Foundo.tion felt this paym nt
was just in view of t.o labor ar.:i expense incurred by G1l1is. The reainin;; tlOOO
oJ: grant "''0' be s tor photolithographic reproductioN! ot Index.

c. • t . ll/19/JI6 pp. 3-4

.'

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Gest. Orien. Lib. 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1947-1<)4.9

E. T 0 NTAL Lm Y clJJl;ies

PRINC TON UNIVJi.HS ITY

SWA I, NANCY i..Eli.

Rel t on WOAI

Biographical

See correapon ence between 1947-1949 rega ing t Ge t
Oriental Library filed in Vertical File under "G" ror st
Oriaatal Library.

D Pile, Geat Dlbrar7 - Transfer
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1947-1949

EST 0 I L LIBRARY ACILITI S

o I L STUDI Ac e io Aotivities

DUYVEND.It, J. J. L.

o P NHEI 11, R.

Bio a hical

Lettef"S reg i e t L!br ry an roposed lane wIth
Ref renoe to tl est Llbr ry.

Fil d in Vertical l1e und r "0" for Gest Library.

Ge b Or! ntal Library--Vau1t file, Miscellanc ous M - Z
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1 17

",I!fOLOGY

ICTIIU VERITY

ARY

ca.e~lo otlvltle

e1 ti ns 1

01l1tles

10al..0 rPUL ,
AID LOT • F.
SCHAAP
BOYD
DUYVE .AI{

F'lexner to Aydelotte, 10/6/47. If well rounded tudl on
Far aat oan b ¥ndertsken (inanoially) t IA Go t Orlontal
Library shoul stay Princeton. therwlse go to anoth r i tU> utlon.
n rer to 00 enhelm r' oou 1 eratlon which Ay lotte sug e te
letter 1 /4.

ttee on
t 110 r phic.
or 1°46

ot s to L./ /47 as Ille ber or o.
,ibrary. fot o. can!' r no lJ/4/1,.7,
extel ed. yv sk' reco .1 ns

• 01. oke, Latt re, tc.

..0 aa 'S
ri ntal

t ant
by 1

Geat
! pOl'
rep at

A, 10/18/56, or ru~tee, October 9, 1947
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1947 1/8

E At LIB Y Facilities

elat ona )AIRINr:l;:TrJ,N U IVI, ITY

50. IAN

I MAET

BiD 10al

oyd l lett r to L wi. r gar 1

le in Chronological fne

Llb~ary an Orlental Stu lea.

r 194-7. 1/8.

A. Gest Liorary Co tt e, 10/17/56 Ho

"
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1 7 4';
L o lU! •

L 10 phi 1•

• t1 0 • • • • 1
l' •

1 1 01' •

• • • t tet u t. 11 raJ' •

A. 10/18/$6. 1.
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10

•

0111

• • • MGlt:lbtlrO

•

JM.- ;:J /Q/'/I,Qd'
1(1 t le. r 1.

.. ~ ~__-/04?(fI~ d ~y)
1., ell.
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1 ~7

G T 0

FllLT N, JO

LIB RY

•

F' c l1tl

lllO :r L

hl4

Oelpt from th Diary ot John .Ful ton, M. D.

File d in Chronologi c 1 t11e u. dar 1S47. 4A.

1] ton' d~ , ter11n So 01 of M til

• 1,
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1947

"OEST ORDm'AL LIBRARY

ORIENTAL STUDIES

Fac1l1t1oa

4/lB

M Cha1rman of the e.:-1.ttee on the o-t Libra17 Mr. Ulton reported on the realuta
of a ccmterence held to ducue. the que.tion of the importance IU'ld poaaibl. future
denJ.o}attJlt of CCltar. for advanced re.earch in the field of Chine.. .tudie.. D1acu..ion
of the )/r.port wu tabled untU the next ....t1ng of Board.

~ '" l,..t. t iL I • I M...('v .... 1\....... I ,
,.(.. ...~ Iv> )\-0 \.....-k foJ ('<..L, /,.(, ,"--,. 3 .-. .:it ......

;I~ t-"" ~ 'I. ...... .... ..... I
..'r f VJ>.R..-h. I r-.

Tr. Min. 2/W/47 pp. 5-6

..
.'

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Gest. Orien. Lib. 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



£ 7

, .
I

•

•
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1?l<7

,-a • 0 lTAL LIBRARY F e1 iUes

10/9

ORIINTAL STUDIES Aead c Activities

Dr. ~ton, Chail'lllall o~ ~ttee on 0 st Oriental Ub:rary. lUgglI.tecl bi. "POrt
be d terrell. to a later lIIeetiDg of Board in order to give Dr. Oppenhe r a chance to
become r 1lla.r with situation. The Canm1ttelJ th ht the LibraJ:7 should be retained
i~ the Institu s oinl; to d fIlo!, r r (Item tudies, it not, it eboUld be depo.ited
in _ institution which had developed Ch1neae tudie. on a .ol1d basie.

12.0 L 1 •

Tr. :in. 10/9/47 p. 12
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1947

GENERAL

~ST OHIENTAL LIBRARY

GENERAL

CARNEGIE

BENEl"lTS

SIEGEL

VEBLEN, O.

10/9

Facilities

Publications

Foundations

Academic Personnel

Biographical

Letter from Aydelotte to Oppenheimer, October 9, 1947, regarding
above lis ted items.

Filed in Chronological File under 191-7, 10/9.

A File, lAS
A F_.l.~,
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1947 10/24
10/27

IENTAL LIBR Y ao111t1es

r,TON. JOHN

OP MC:R. ROBERT

B10graphica 1

Fulton to Opponhetmer. Ootober 24. 1~7. enelos1 a
copy of 1 tter when he ha wr1tten acknowl ,i one from
Min Sll&nn on til 1ibr y. Fulton compliment Opp OOoim r
on bI'1ef t t mont at the meeting. "_h c1rcumstanc 8
I~ere so wh t awkward and I c only say th t, s one of the
Truste s. I am completely in sympSby with your attitude
toward th Institute and your plans for its futwe.
Inoidentally, I think you scored a ten-strill: by tnaki Y ur
fir t appointment in the t1 eld ot the hnmanities.

He th uks Oppenhe1me IS views on di 08i tion of the
Ge t L rary, and says Harvar an Yal both 11
and he t el rath r on t e spot.

Op ennetmer to F'ulton, Oc r 27, 19+7. lie gi s his
tentative View to Fu1ton that since the re seem to be at the

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Gest. Orien. Lib. 
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In titutE> little or no human resource q alifying for an
effeotive suty ~ Chinese, or much which would en ble the
In titut to take advantag of such stuLl s if they were
conduct d here. Ii shoul be inolined to make the library
vallable to an in tltution at which chal rly work in this

1'i ~d i lready in protr • "We are alrEc;adysoattored :t.x
far mor than rak s for h althy intoll ctval lifo." 1DaI:
Hill tentative conclu ion run to Harvar rather tban to Yale,
thou h ad 't t t Fulton' interaot in Y 1 i natural.
His vie s are not offic1al.

Th an 'W r to this letter ia in Oppenheim rIa pc reonal
fl1e.

D Fl e, Fulton, John
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_ 1 '7 12/2
12/5
12/6

T '> I NT , LI !lARY

D • ow

ac 1t1

1 r p

RODlillTNJIT:oo:n,

r I. WILlIARTH

FUL ON, J :rm

OP

Opp nhelmer to Fulton, o mb r 2, 1947.

"Dod came to see me rew day ago. e d ard
rumore tram New H en th t Y 1 hop to cqulre th Geet
Llbrary. He 1d not 11k the e rumor. He said t t it
was the lnt ntion or Princeton Unlversity to keep th
Ll rary. Although it was tru th t for the la t ten ye a
t y ba foun t ma 1ve unable to mall: uae of it, they
woul like another ten yeara to try_ II

'j 4
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Op e:ahc1Ill,r y h found the f ct on t 0 tment
to Prine ton in the hu fUe concern1n th Gest Libr y.
, subv ction~ ot the ookefeller ounc:;atlon••• as
m e co itional, p ar ntly the 00 itions r aocept d

h Lib o.ry wcul re n 'fit rinoeton Univcr ity'.
11 owners of the Oe t Library, but our ownership

on 1 u itt rinoeton Univ rai ty."

& 0 oum£t~ a e v 1IIl P c

, 1947.Iton,to

tdII

iepo itlon of the Lib ary oul walt
tl 1 the rots. r after if It
tit I.e 1a fr to i t e l1br y to

t in&t1tution bioh ill e the boat u e of it.
In the iaKk lateat poll of th Asaoclation ot erlcan
Unlver itl a Y e l Departm nt of A 1 tio Stu ie waa
plaoed fir t 1n th country. Y lela olaime ve bo n urged
upon him, L wi , Who haa ur-e th t the olaima b es nted
to Fulton. If, how ve. rinceton i claim Is not paramount

r
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L wis Bug ests that he end Fulton shou~ withdraw from the
Committee since our Princeton ~ friends will look at us
with black suspicion.

Dece b l' 6, 1947, Fulton to Opp nheimer.

Expresses agr ement w1th Lew1s' letter,ooPY of 10h
h s n s Oppenheim r. e th1nks 1t would b well for the

heretofore rel t10ns with the Hookefeller Found tion on
th1s subject to b formal1ze e1 tOOl' by the lJll' otor, or
1f th D1rector f1nd 1t embarra 1ng, by Fulton, himself,
as Cha1rman of the Co 1tte on th Library.

D, Fulton, John
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P .1 1',

ODIO.lm.i_ Ie 1 to

1 r an•n ..

12/)

r

....,.....
•
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t. • be 1". a1 our xp.
(A bu 1 • an. ration).

ltura 1n 00 atloD t v1t .-

D, 0.., I'lanta1 L1brU7, ra t
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19J. 7

T 0 IEJIT L LIar.

PRINCETO UNIVE SITY

FULTON

1214

cllit1es

Re tlons WOAI

ulton to Robert 0 enhe r. ookefell r term would
er.m1t removal of Libr 1 from Princeton Univel ity if

Univer ity weu Id release it. Prino ton refused. (No use
being mal of it by aea emie y ar 1954-5. Hie, alster)
M'a S8 ",ante to colleot $62.500 from prine ton (12/3147)

D. uest Or! ntal Libr ry Transfer

"
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rry • io

1 itl •

I

/1

r to
r •

c r 11. 1 1. r 1

114 n" nol 1 fIle 1 11. 1 /11.

D. lAw1. 1 rth
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1947

~acill.t.:1l1s

o TAL STUDIBS

Relations .O.A.I.

• ton d the te1'lll1l ot t.h t:ade the RocketelJ.llr OWldation t.oward
the purchalle of th 0.8t Library. The S\I£, 88t:10118 ,,-ere:

(1) "that the Library be kept in Princ.ton Joint .upport the UniT raity
and the InaUtute; (1) that the Library be lIo1d to an inlItituUon Which wouJ.d JUt 11; to
1mediate ua.J () or that the ImIUtute trsnsfer th L1.brar,y to Princeton ntbout
charge and nthout prejud:1e to 11; futur.. Th. e<.Uttee et.ron&J3' "c-oo the 1an
it 11; ill dllt.m1n«l that Prine.ton :1a not diSJlO8ed to re1.... the eolleot1on."

Dr. penh r reported that • n:1d tb Univ.rsity had not II uall of
it. but did r.ot t to it. Dr. 0ppellhe1Jler t ought 11; lfIlW.d not be vUe tor
the :us to tound a ehoo1 of Chines. Studies IUS 11; hu non. of the pre-condit1ona for
II11ch a S 001. Tb" 111 not one outetand m.n aTa1J.abl. tor II11ch an unde • and
II11ch a School voul.d add at 1••10 ;'0.000 a year to the budget.

Dr. Oppenh.~r va. to write Pm. Dodd8 nth two WUII.tional (1) that the L1.brar:r
be put to lUIeJ (2) that the lAS II pq1nc 1nlIUrano. and Curator'. lI&l.ar7 when MV

11 r:r rlla'·T· r. Min. 12/16/47 pp. l-2

.,
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e 1 r

01 It1

tl e
• rUe in nol c 1

• e t 1'1 tal Ll ter
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1 6/9

, 1 tl

L LI 01 1

9. 194- ,
1'1. 1

•
t r 1 1 1 r 1. l~ , 6/ •

, t d.nt 1 an t.r
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U/1b

• aei.d.t.1.e

lU..... ''''''''. ••

hooaed in

•u'fThe
,DO •

t. l'It tal Ubrar\' . a turneci over t.o Tine tnt nivl'lr!d.t '. to
the ~l.l,"m;t Lib .' he ttlo r irs wit!1 h I titut

• ~e _tel' on Battle cad C1rcJ.e 'for

•
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1948

/LIffiARY (GEST)

PRINCETON

11/16

Facilities

Relations with O.fl.I.

When IAS gave the custody of the Gest Oriental Library to Princeton University there
were obligations undertaken by Princeton which they have not discharged. Difficult to
raise these questions with Princeton.

Interview R. Oppenheimer - 10/14/55

,
•
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194-9

~ T 0 I NTAL LIBRARY aolHt1ea

Bl0 raphlcal

OPPI~JII~IMER.

BOYD

•

Dr. wann 00 plai d ot the taot th t ao at t
oabln t. bela Ing to the Oe t OrIental L1brarr h d been
taken on th ir arrival at Flrestone and t ned I:R er to the
In ustrlal elations p tnt. Sh alao 00 plain about
the laok of oar wIth whioh the colleotlon a bel handled,
the taot that it did not have an propriate apaoe at
shelvi and place tor obj cta d'art, eto. The)e 18 no
lett r tram Oppenhe r ln t e88 '11 a to oyd, but there
la a lett r tram oy 8 In 8 ewhat oa ually t bat it anyone
t ~ IJ! sHl!ln .1at 0 0It on f 'bt make aa good uaen ~ e nl;a 1 rar:r, they will,
"Ot course, be returnld.

Ge.t Orlental Llbrary--Vault, .laoellaneoua Coe s ondenoe A _ L

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Gest. Orien. Lib. 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



I. t ..'l:lll"Y.

Ve:nJLeel

1

e

1

I "

•

t
..

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 4: Gest. Orien. Lib. 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



191.9 10/26

NTAL LIBRARY Facilities

BOYD, JULIAN P.

SWA , NANCY L

Boyd to Oppenheimer,

Biographical

"I have t lked wi th our own s taft, and also with
same members ot the Faculty about Dr. Swannls let er on the
Gest .0Library.

"Those who were responsible t or movi . the books tell
me that all books are in precisely th s e order in whd.ch they
were oved trom 20 Nas au Street. ome of the slve furniture
and objeots we have d to store te porarily on Flo r B. ibe
vol es that were boxed and found on the floor by Dr. Swann
were b el unpacked and placed on the shelves when Dr. Swann
ha pened to obs I've the roce s and protest d even ..ore
vociferously than sh dld in her letter. This surprlsed e,
for I thought w were tryi to do w t he herself had advocated.
evertheless, we shall follow her advice in the matter, recover

the case from the 1ndust.ial Pel tiona Section which were made
for these books, and in tall them on the S800 floor.

. .
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" Inoident 1y, do you know why none of t nstitute's
bookplates have never b en p1ao d in any of th Cest books
th t are bound in the Chinese mer? I enolose a oopy ot
your bookplat. Dr. ~wann informs m thst it wo d be unthinkable
to affix a boo lat oJntaini a nude fi ure to a Chin e work
of scholars 1.
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19.5.5-.56

(l :TAL LIBRARY

PRIN 0 UKIVERSITY

FacUit1 e

Relatione W.O.A.I.

Shih ho orary Curator of the O.et Criental llbrar,r with rank of Prorell8or.

effie r of ce. OniT. 195.5-.56
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19.5.5

G l.iHAL
FUhE~Li

Sll'!; ( ulldings & GroW"ds)
1"0 DERS

".<lEST ORIEN1'AL LlBRARY
PhINC~1'O U~IVERSITY

GENERAL
OR1'

F'LEXNEil. ,
sTE .­

S,
~W)

uppJ;J n

GOT1'l' " J
lDESDOJU<, SAMUhL D

l!J..LI01', 1'. s.
'l'OYNBIili, ARNOW
l~'Vl, DAVID M
B.::RKhOFJ<, D

J.CKELS
w~ L,

Academic Personnel

Facilities
Cjorporation
Facilities
Relations WOAl
Academic Organization
Corporation
Biograrhical

10/31

(See F~Ek, A., Biographical - Interview of 10/31/.5.5)
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1955

PRINe TON UNIV R ITY (1, 2)

BUILD NG A11D GR U (3 )

G ~~ ORI AL LIBRARY (3)

VEBLEll, o. (1, 2)

• t. (2)

BI 1" (2)

F X . , A. (1, 2, 3)

Relat1on8 OAI

Faal it1es

B1 graph10al

11/21

in V rt1cal File unaer Veblen !nterv1e 8.

Int rv1ew w1th

File

wal Veblen, 11/21/5;. (One of 2 1nterv1ews or
th18 date)
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RIEFIER
WARREN
MAYER
GODEL
EARLE
DOUGLAS
STRAUSS
FRANKL

1956

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PROFESSORS
MEMBERS
FACULTY
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION
ECONOMICS
HARVARD

VGEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY
PRIN<X'ON UNIVERSITY
GENERAL
OPPENHEIMER

FERGUSSON
TOYNBEE
ELIOT
PLACZEK
KENNAN
DYSON
STEWART
VINER
ALEXANDER

7/16

Academic Organization

Academic Personnel

Academic Activities
Educational Institutions
Facilities
Relations WOAI
Publications
Biographical

Interview with Robert Oppenheimer, July 16, 1956.

Filed in Vertical File under Oppenheimer Interviews.
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