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SPRING 1957

NUMBER 29

MEGALOPOLIS—THE NEW “CITY”:
FUND SURVEY UNDER WAY

THE CONTINUOUS urban area running
from a line north of Boston to south of
Washington will be the subject of a new
Fund study. The area, with a population
of close to 30 million, or almost one fifth
of the entire nation, and a length of over
600 miles, is gaining many of the charac-
teristics of a single city. Nowhere else is
there such a concentration of population,
of industrial and commercial facilities, of
wealth and cultural activities.

The study is being made by Jean Gott-
mann of France, a scholar, author and
geographer of world repute. Mr. Gott-
mann is at present on leave as Professor,
School of Political Science, University of
Paris, and is a member of the Institute for
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Advanced Study, Princeton. He has made
previous regional surveys in the United
States.

The extended seaboard city, to which
Mr. Gottmann has given the name of
Megalopolis, is actually a combination of
conventional cities and adjacent areas
which represent a unique phenomenon of
urban growth along the eastern seaboard
of the United States.

While Megalopolis is a unique phenom-
enon at present, Mr. Gottmann points out,
it has vast implications for the rest of the
country. Already there are several areas
where the many-city groupings of a Mega-
lopolis are beginning to be repeated and
where a growth of continuously urbanized
space is evident. He cites as an example
the vast urban and suburban area that is
rapidly expanding around Los Angeles. It
has already reached San Bernardino in-
land and may some day be united with
San Diego on the coast. Around Chicago,
on the shore of Lake Michigan, another

(continued on page 3, column 1)

THE NEW U.S.A.

A vIvID picture of America’s economic
achievements and future potential is given
in the Fund’s newest report, U.S.A. in
New Dimensions, which is being pub-
lished in July by The Macmillan Com-
pany. This is a popularly written sum-
mary, illustrated with drawings and pic-
tographs in two colors, of highlights from
the Fund’s major study, America’s Needs
and Resources: A New Survey. The 128-
page graphics book, U.S.A. in New Di-
mensions, is especially suitable for the
general reader and for classroom use. It
may be ordered from The Macmillan
Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11,
N. Y. in a regular edition at $1.50 per
copy; or in a special school edition at
$1.20, subject to usual educational dis-
counts.

SOUTHEAST ASIA STUDY
TO BE DONE BY MYRDAL

RESOURCES AND future prospects of
the countries of Southeast Asia will be
studied in a large-scale research project be-
ing undertaken for the Twentieth Century
Fund by Gunnar Myrdal, noted Swedish
economist and author, who has resigned
his post as Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe to do the new study. The study
will take approximately three years and is
scheduled for completion in 1960. Mr.
Myrdal will work from a headquarters in
India.

UNATIONS

GUNNAR MYRDAL

With this project Fund regional stud-
ies extend to a new part of the globe. The
Fund has already brought out major stud-
ies of the American economy, the most
recent of which is America’s Needs and
Resources: A New Survey, and is at pres-
ent sponsoring a study which will take a
long-range view of the over-all potentiali-
ties and future of the economy of Western
Europe. The Fund is also sponsoring an
economic, social and political survey of
tropical Africa. These are in addition, of
course, to Fund studies being carried on
in other fields.

(continued on page 2, column 1)
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A family confronts the farm problem.

NEW FILMS ON IMPORT AND FARM PROBLEMS

Two NEW color films focusing on issues
of compelling national importance — the
farm problem and the place of imports in
the American economy — have been pro-
duced for the Twentieth Century Fund.
Each is based on a Fund study and each
film has visual and entertainment values
for general audiences, as well as offering
useful facts and themes for study and dis-
cussion groups and for classroom use.
“Can We Solve the Farm Problem?,”
based on the Fund book of the same title
by Murray R. Benedict, opens with a
scene in the kitchen of an American home
— but one filled to overflowing with loaves
of bread, representing dramatically the
problem of farm surpluses in which con-

sumer, taxpayer and the farmer himself
have so great a stake. The film goes on to
show how the central problem of agricul-
tural surpluses developed and grew, re-
port what we have done to meet it and
suggest some possible steps for bringing
agricultural production into line with what
the market will absorb.

“American Imports — A New Look,”
based on the Fund’s study of this subject
by Don Humphrey, relates the complex
question of America’s ability to absorb
imports to the lives of everyday Ameri-
cans. It shows a town meeting at which a
group of citizens — a business leader, a
trade-union official, a farmer, a shop
owner, a consumer and a guest from

abroad — discuss the problems involved in
increased American participation in world
trade and their important bearing on the
life of this typical American town. The
group’s discussions are illuminated with
scenes depicting some of the facets of the
import problem, as the members make
suggestions for increasing imports with-
out undue injury to existing enterprises.

Both “Can We Solve the Farm Prob-
lem?” and “American Imports — A New
Look” were produced by Stanley Neal
Productions and are being distributed na-
tionally by the Public Service Network,
Inc., of Princeton, New Jersey. The films
run 10 to 12 minutes each and prints, in
color, sell for $90.

MEGALOPOLIS

(continued from page 1, column 2)

impressive urban continuity is shaping.
Mr. Gottmann believes that as more met-
ropolitan areas push forth their suburban
tentacles one towards another throughout
the nation, additional, though smaller,
metropolitan clusters comparable to Meg-
alopolis are being formed.

In commenting on the new study, Au-
gust Heckscher, Director of the Twentieth
Century Fund, said, “An analysis of the
way Megalopolis grows and develops, and
of the way in which it deals with the com-
plex of problems which confronts it, may
be of considerable significance to many
other communities throughout the coun-
try. How is the modern form of urban de-
velopment affecting the way people live,
their recreation and their work? What im-
plication does it have for methods of gov-
ernment and taxation? The trends may
become better understood once the case
of this largest and most advanced of these
areas is thoroughly explored.”

Mr. Gottmann hopes that his study will
help citizens to understand the intricate
process of urbanization which is taking
place so rapidly throughout this country

JEAN GOTTMANN

and in many other parts of the world.
“This process is an old one,” he observes,
“and has greatly contributed, as many
authors have shown, to the growth of
Western civilization. Far from having
reached its optimum in the middle of the
twentieth century, the process of urbani-
zation accelerated its pace.”

Mr. Gottmann says the United States
has demonstrated that enough agricultural
commodities of all kinds can be produced
for a populous nation, enjoying a high
standard of living, by the work of only
one eighth of the total population, and
notes that this proportion of farmers
within the nation may and probably will
be further reduced. Thus 90 per cent of a
prosperous nation must live from nonagri-
cultural pursuits, but not in poorly
planned and ill-functioning urban terri-
tories. This momentous evolution, a major
American contribution to this century,
leading to a new semi-urbanized civiliza-
tion, is most advanced in Megalopolis.

“The new forms thus attained, the in-
tensity of the problems, the solutions at-
tempted,” Mr. Gottmann says, “must be
compared to what happens in all these re-
spects in other principal metropolitan
areas in the United States and perhaps in
Canada. A clearer mode of classification
for both problems and possible solutions
may thus be worked out, based on factual
observation rather than generalized the-
ory. The whole survey may help to evalu-
ate this new expanding frontier of the
American economy: the urbanization of
the land.”
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LOCALE AND ARCHITECTURE

Jean Gottmann
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The intricacies of the relationship of locale and archi-
tecture hold, I must confess, some attraction for me and
I am reminded of the ancient comparison made by Strabo
of the skill of the geographer and that of the sculptor:
both striving at reproducing with materials of different
plasticity the likeness of a real, living but passing being: an
individual or a country. Such judgment brings my pro-
fession closer to the distinguished family of the fine arts.
Modern geography, however, not being satisfied any longer
with portrayal, and endeavoring now to analyze the cases
studied, has come closer to architecture than to sculpture
by its interest in the organization of space, and in the ways
and motives of people determining the existing kinds of
space organization.

Architecture certainly organizes space: from floor space
allocation to landscaping and city planning, architects have
probably contributed more than any other profession to
the details of the organization of the space daily used by
people; and they have sprinkled the planet’s surface with
a wide variety of buildings, from igloos to skyscrapers,
distributed in an irregular fashion through space and
according to many different patterns.

The fact is patent for instance that igloos and skyscrapers
are not found in the same places. This, one may explain,
is just a matter of differing technologies. Perhaps so; but
I submit, if an ice-skating rink can be maintained for half
a year in the middle of Rockefeller Plaza in New York
City, igloos could just as well be maintained around the
R.C.A. building. One would trust the technology of the
New Yorkers for that. So it is not merely because of
technological differences that igloos and skyscrapers are
not found in the same places; the differentiation of soci-
eties, I shall certainly be told, is then the major reason.
It is, of course, instrumental in bringing about the existing
pattern of distribution, but there again society alone is not
determinant, for Americans have come to Arctic areas
without building skyscrapers there. Even among those
whose offices are located in the skyscrapers in New York
or Philadelphia, many prefer to live in much smaller
frame or brick houses in Princeton or elsewhere, and spend
as little time as possible in the lofty structures of the sky-

line. Neither technology nor society provides all the answers

to the oddities of form and of location.

An immense gamut of types of buildings could be sur-
veyed around the earth, of which the igloo and the sky-
scrapers would only be the extremes. And each of these
types has been identified with some specific area where it

LOCALE

AND ARCHITECTURE

Jean Gottmann

is chiefly found or wherein it originated. Architectural
styles thus appear to have some geographical roots and
the question has arisen already a long time ago of the
degree to which the conditions proper to the area of origin
or localization have influenced if not determined the style.
This question sums up the essential aspects of the relation-
ship of locale and architecture. To plunge in the very depth
of our subject, it would be worthwhile to attempt an inter-
pretation of locale as separate from local civilization, the
latter term being meant to encompass both society and
technology. It is no easy task to sift out in any analysis of
the ways of building what is locale proper, besides local
technology or local society. We may start, however, by
examining the influence of natural conditions and the
implications of the mere fact of physical location on
various types of buildings around the world.
ENVIRONMENT OR LOCALE?

It has long been commonplace in certain circles to explain
the various ways of building in different countries by the
necessity of ‘“‘adaptation to the environment.” Allowing
for some need of oversimplification in any analytical ap-
proach to complex phenomena, I believe it nevertheless the
duty of the geographer, armed with the modern wealth
of observations and surveys of so many various areas, to
caution against any loose use of the vague notion of
environment. If environment is meant as the sum total of
all the factors bearing on the phenomenon considered, then
of course it is determinant, but the notion is of little help;
it would be more helpful to list all its components and
describe each of the participating factors. If environment
is used to mean the natural environing conditions, much
caution must be exercised from the outset, for natural con-
ditions usually offer a set of possible solutions among
which men choose. This choice is determinant of the final
product; and from the moment choice is offered, natural
environment ceases to be entirely determinant.

True, in some backward parts of our world one may still
see being erected primitive types of buildings, the materials
of which, unchanged for ages, seem to be a direct product
of the local climate and soil. Thus the igloo in the Arctic
snow; the log cabin in the wooded temperate climates; the
mud hut built usually in bricks of sun-baked clay in arid
areas from the American Southwest to the steppes of the
Middle East and of Mongolia; the leather tent of nomads
in the Old World desert; the tropical hut made of branches
and foliage in the rain forest. It may, nevertheless, be
recognized that even the primitive inhabitants of such
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gather.

C = court
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structures have often some choice: sun-baked or adobe
bricks can be used as well as stones for building purposes in
many rocky regions of dry climates we know, from Cali-
fornia to Iran, and in some parts the choice may even be
threefold: clay, wood or stone may be locally found. Even
in tropical Africa huts are made either of branches or
of clay in areas where both are offered to the builders’
choice. Such choice is influenced by tradition, technique
and social structure. Local materials restrict to some extent
the possible choice: a rich African, even a king, would
hardly be able to build with Carrara marble, although a
Moroccan sultan in the XVII Century is known to have
offered to barter Carrara marble for cane sugar from south-
ern Morocco, pound for pound; but Morocco is a Medi-
terranean country and that sultan, having heard of the
splendor of Versailles and other European palaces, knew
nothing about the geology of his own kingdom.
MATERIALS AS A FACTOR OF LOCALE

The only type of building which is possibly dictated in
an imperious way by local physical conditions among those
enumerated above, is of course the igloo, made out of
snow amidst the snow, sometimes on the ice pack itself,
of simple, neat, undecorated design; and a product even
of the season, as it melts away in the spring. The con-
ditions prevailing in the area of the igloo are very special
indeed and such an example does not carry general sig-
nificance for the rest of the world. As time goes on and
some progress develops even in the most backward regions,
the choice of building materials increases anywhere. In
the dry belt of the Old World, where elementary buildings
used to be all made of sun-baked clay, new styles appeared
a quarter of a century ago, particularly in the suburbs of
the larger cities such as Casablanca, Baghdad or Jerusalem
where new slums sprang up, almost entirely built of gasoline
tin cans (the bidonuvilles or shanty towns of North Africa);
this building material needing only to be picked up in the
backyards of growing cities, required less labor than adobe.
Should such a novelty be ascribed to technical or social
evolution? An important point is the proximity to a large
enough center of consumption, so that enough cans could be
rapidly gathered for the construction of buildings, some of
which had two stories. Proximity and accessibility have
always been important factors in the choice of construction
materials, and they belong, of course, in the concept of locale.
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To the left — a group of
igloos from November to
the season of
storms, when outside ac-
tivity ceases and families

To the right — the group
from January to April.

R = family room.
A = antechamber.
§ = storage.

individual

families

ACCESSIBILITY OF MATERIALS AS A FACTOR

The examples we have first mentioned hardly belong, in
fact, in the field of actual contemporary architecture. Their
simplicity, however, points to the main way in which locale
influences the choice of materials used for construction in
a given spot, would it be for a primitive hut or for a palace.
Accessibility is there a major consideration and it is partly
a matter of proximity, partly a matter of economics, local
tradition and legislation. New York City still has a good
number of brownstone houses which used to be in vogue for
quite some time in the past. The brownstone was easily
quarried up the Hudson River and brought to Man-
hattan by boats. Another local factor apparently was at
play: Tammany Hall favored brownstone for building;
this did not perhaps make that stone more accessible but
contributed to make other materials less easily accessible.
In the drained marshes on which Holland is built, it seems
quite natural to see bricks predominate in all kinds of
construction, while Paris is chiefly in white limestone taken
out of the depths of the land. So many underground
quarries have mined the Parisian area that it becomes
difficult to erect large buildings in some of the suburbs,
where only a thin crust of limestone has been left on the
surface, ready for subsidence, as happens in the Pennsyl-
vania coal fields.

The palaces and old churches of Florence were built
mainly with a hard sandstone of yellowish shade until about
1400, when new quarries were opened, in the vicinity of
Fiesole, producing a hard greyish sandstone which became
the fashionable material in the Renaissance. Thus the
Palazzio Vecchio and the Bargello have a golden hue con-
trasting with the more severe grey of the Pitti, Strozzi, and
Riccardi, of later construction. Three years ago I was told
in Rome the story of the worries of an American couple
intending to build a house for themselves in Italy. He was
a college professor approaching retirement, who wanted to
spend there at least part of his old age. He bought a suit-
ably located plot of land in Viareggio and found a local
architect to design the house he desired. Plans were quickly
readied and the professor was pleased with them, but he
found the estimate a little too high. He asked the architect
whether the cost could not be somehow reduced; the
architect did not see how it could be done, and he insisted
on the advantages of such a sound beautiful house built
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of Carrara marble! The American professor was horrified:
he did not want a palace and refused any building in
marble. What did he want it made of then? But wood of
course! A few days later the architect brought back new
plans for a house built of wood, which looked acceptable,
but the cost had doubled. To his astonished clients he
pointed out that timber was scarce in Italy, had to be
imported, and that few local carpenters knew how to build
a frame house; Carrara marble of course was much cheaper
because Carrara was just a few miles away, the marble
plentiful and every mason in the area knew how to handle it.

This story again shows that proximity, although im-
portant, is only part of the factor of accessibility; the eco-
nomics of it involve the availability locally of competent
labor and the whole matter of customs or other regulations
of trade. Carrara marble, a celebrated luxury elsewhere,
may be so cheap in the region of production that some
of the streets in Pisa can be paved with it. Building in
stone does not appear a luxury at all in the countries
where the market has been so organized and where the
manpower is traditionally used to it, even if that country
is forested with good stands of timber. Such would be the
case, for instance, of many regions of central and southern
France.

THE GROWTH OF DELOCALIZATION

Many Europeans, when travelling in the United States,
wonder at the generalized predominance of the frame house
in this country outside the large cities, practically from
coast to coast, whether in naturally wooded land or on the
treeless Great Plains. Such generalization was made pos-
sible by a nation-wide organization of the domestic market,
so that today a redwood craze can develop in New England.
Local materials other than timber may still appear, for
instance, in the dark stone buildings of Bucks County and
in a few places in New England. The Chamber of Com-
merce of a Kentucky town may be built of blocks of coal.
Such occurrences are curios or remnants of the past. The
changing techniques of trade and transportation have
helped standardize materials throughout this country and
many other parts of the world; but such developments have
also provided some spots with special choices of materials:
the concentration of commercial and financial facilities
in the island of Manhattan is certainly responsible for the
amazing array of materials now being used in the construc-
tion of its skyscrapers; fagades of stone, glass and marble
neighbor on others made of stainless steel, aluminum and
even bronze. This case of complete delocalization of build-
ing materials seems explainable only by special local cir-
cumstance, of a great national and international crossroads.

CLIMATE AS A FACTOR OF LOCALE

Construction materials are only one of the architectural
features that can reflect the impact of locale. A building
being mainly a shelter which protects its occupants from
environing influences, these must be expected to influence
its whole layout and many features of external appearance.
Local climate is usually credited with considerable impact
on the exposure of a house, its roofing, openings, facade,
etc. Local topography may also be instrumental in de-
termining the exposure, the overall shape, the choice of the
site. Traditionally towns and farms look somewhat dif-
ferently in mountain regions than in the neighboring plains.

These differences have been usually ascribed to the cooler
climate with more severe winters in higher altitudes and
to the implications of sloping ground; climate and topo-
graphy combine to provide for special conditions of living
and of sheltering in the mountains.

The impact of natural conditions and of local circum-
stances in general does not affect in the same way the
external features of a building and its internal organization.
The external features are of course already affected by the
construction materials; but climate is more often held as
determinant of the slope and shape of the roof, of the
exposure of the fagade, and of the distribution and size of
windows. The reaction of architecture to the local climate
is known, however, to have greatly varied according to
civilization.

SIMILAR CLIMATES, DIFFERENT RESPONSES

Early general surveys of the types of buildings in Europe
stressed the shape of the roofs; rather flat or gently sloping
roofs, mostly covered with tiles, were associated with the
sunny and dry climate of the Mediterranean; slate and
shingle roofs, with steeper slopes, and sometimes overhang-
ing rims, were associated with colder and rainier climates.
Preoccupation with the snow load in regions of severe win-
ters was credited with considerable influence on the roof’s
design. As more descriptive data is gathered about more
parts of the world, we learn, however, that the snow load
problem or the excessive sunshine problem are dealt with
in differing ways in different countries, although the cli-
mate may be similar. The sharp glitter of the Mediter-
ranean sun is met with few and narrow windows in the
outside walls of North African natives’ houses, with wide
windows framed with dark shutters in Italy or Spain, or
with wide surfaces of glass lined with light shades as in
the Californian ranch houses. Each civilization has its own
way of facing the problem of surplus sunshine; and there
are also various means of avoiding the annoyance of
surplus snow, which differ from farms in Quebec to the
Swiss Alps chalets and to the Russian izba.

When, in the early 1930s, in accordance with the Violette
Housing Act in Algeria, apartment houses were built for
Algerian natives, chiefly Kabyles, in a semi-European style,
the new occupants, as soon as they moved in, filled up most
of the windows in the facade with adobe, to avoid all that
light and sun inside their rooms. While the sun is blamed
for the lack of openings in the outside walls of the Arab
house, one may wonder whether this isolation of the in-
terior is not aimed at more privacy than mere shade, and
perhaps reflects also a hangover from times of great
insecurity. In the Florentine palaces, too, there are few
openings in the massive walls of the street floor: these
palaces were built as fortresses, with a great concern over
security. The occupants of buildings constructed along
ancient modes may well forget why the surviving forms
were so derived; or they may be unwilling to quote to a
curious outsider motives in architectural design rooted in
deep social traditions, such as the yearning for home pri-
vacy among some Mediterranean peoples.

LOCALE DESIGNS THE EXTERIOR; SOCIETY MAKES THE PLAN

The example cited of the Algerian natives’ unwillingness
to fully accept housing of European design, though superior,
at least in a Westerner’s opinion, to their previous quarters,
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must be balanced with another observation made in the
land of North Africa where differing civilizations met.
When French settlers began to come and establish them-
selves there, in the latter part of the XIX and the early
XX Centuries, the vogue developed among people of
means to buy or build a large Arab or Moorish kind of
house, with the inner patio in the middle of which plays
a small fountain, and on which the rooms open, and with
almost blind outside walls. If such houses had been in-
habited for centuries by the rich and noble élite of these
lands before European settlement, it must logically be, it
was thought, the structure best adapted to the local cli-
mate. Perhaps it was; but for the Moslem family. No
French family is known to have long endured living in
such a house. The Europeans felt in the native kind of
houses like snails in clams’ shells. Having moved out, they
built for themselves adequate houses, sometimes with hints
at a Moorish style in the facade, but the internal plan
being in accordance with their own tastes and customs.

In this particular case there were of course great differ-
ences between the two civilizations that came to meet within
the area. It still illustrates the fact of the overwhelming
influences of society on the plan of a building, particularly
on the distribution of space inside a residence. While ex-
ternal features are often affected by local natural condi-
tions, the taste and traditions of the inhabitants will be
inside of paramount importance. Local circumstances may
influence exposure and height much more than any other
feature. This relationship is much more evident in farm
buildings and structures isolated in rural areas than in
urban buildings.

RURAL ARCHITECTURE: A PRODUCT OF LOCALE?

An abundant geographical literature has studied rural
buildings around the world. It has been rather generally
accepted that some local materials go into their construc-
tion and some, but not all, outside features must be moti-
vated by climatic conditions. The low Flemish house turns
its back to the north wind and may shield itself with a
screen of trees; it will certainly contrast with the higher,
more open farms of Virginia or Tuscany, which rise on
hillocks. The scattered buildings of the Virginia planta-
tion may also be contrasted with the smaller farm of
northern New England where all the buildings were often
adjacent one to another, so that covered passage was
provided from one to another section of the farm in the
cold of winter or during stormy weather. This “one-block
plan” did not offer enough advantages, it would seem, as
more recent farms in New England have separated their
main buildings. The one-block plan does not occur fre-
quently even in the much more severe climate of neighbor-
ing Quebec and Ontario.

The distribution of the buildings within the farm, while
affecting also external appearance, results from the internal
organization of the built space; it has been agreed among
geographers, after many debates opened and directed in
the 1920s by Albert Demangeon’s articles on rural setle-
ment and habitat, that construction materials, roofing and
exposure were much less conclusive features to classify and
explain the types of farms than the plan, i.e., the organi-
zation of utilized space. In some areas farms were tradi-
tionally built in one-block structures, in others they were
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distributed around a courtyard; they may enclose the yard
all surrounded with buildings or scatter around an open
space, leaving open more easy and multiple access to the
yard and to each of the buildings in or around it.
FARMSTEAD AND FARM ECONOMY

Security has often been in the past a motive for a one-
block or tightly closed courtyard pattern. But, as Deman-
geon conclusively pointed out, besides being a shelter, the
farm buildings constituted the essential tool in the farmer’s
equipment. They were the very frame of his mode of life
and of work. The traditional way of rural living and
building in any area was rooted in the land use, i.e., in the
local farming economy. Through this prismus local con-
ditions of topography, climate, soil, water resources, vege-
tation, etc., exercised indirect but unavoidable influence
over the layout of the farm. Local economic and social
conditions were of course instrumental, too. The local past
always provides some strata of a tradition that survived the
very conditions which determined it. The combination of
so many different factors encompassed in the farming
economy of a given area had a fair chance to be a different
one from one part to another of a somewhat extended
country. Thus, by the very number of variables involved
in each case, we might expect regional difffferentiation
and even regional uniqueness.

As one travels through the countryside of Western
Europe, one cannot fail to be impressed with the variety
of the types of farms encountered, a variety which may
show much contrast between the ways of building of not-
too-distant regions, the landscape of which may not be so
different otherwise. A few classifications have been at-
tempted along broad lines; they have not been easy to
outline and few generally acceptable criteria have emerged.
Somewhat puzzling has been the fact that while some
countries, such as France, have a hundred different regional
types of farms, others such as Britain have just one pre-
dominating pattern. Between the Loire and the Zuyderzee
many very different types are found and have survived
recent destruction and reconstruction, at least in their
layout, while from the Thames to the Firth of Forth one
main, almost standardized type of farm reigns, with sep-
arate buildings around an open courtyard and with a
clearcut separation between the people’s residence and the
livestock’s quarters. No such homogeneity can be found
even in Normandy alone. No wonder that French and
German geographers became more interested in farm archi-
tecture than their British colleagues.

AGAIN: DIFFERENT RESPONSES TO SIMILAR LOCALES

Some civilizations have apparently a greater resistance
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to local influences in the field of housing than others. The
British relative uniformity is not restricted to the island:
the type of farm with several separate specialized buildings
has gone overseas and determined the general pattern of
farms predominating in the United States, Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, all countries settled by British
colonists. Some differentiation exists, of course, within the
vast expanse of the English-speaking world, but it is due
to size of the farms, to the date of building (corresponding
to a specific stage in the technology of both architecture
and agriculture) and to the local kind of rural ecoonmy.
Despite the variation in natural conditions throughout the
English-speaking countries settled with European stock,
the types of rural buildings through it vary less than they
do in the more homogeneous, physically speaking, and less
vast, Western half of the European continent.

What may be called the British ancestry of the Anglo-
American civilization has been probably one of the factors
responsible for the remarkable homogeneity, on the whole,
of the type of rural buildings in this country from coast to
coast. Local shades could not have been avoided, of
course. The tobacco-curing sheds will naturally be a fea-
ture of the rural landscape of the areas in Virginia, the
Carolinas, Georgia, producing flue-cured tobacco. Quite
different curing sheds will be found already in burley-

tobacco country. More and larger silos and metallic bins
will appear on the farms of the grain-growing belt in the
Great Plains. These variations, however, change little in
the basic design of the residence, the barn, the stable, or
garage. The social differences between early New Eng-
land and the plantations’ South have caused more differen-
tiations within the general American style. Spanish in-
fluences may appear in the Southwest. The Pennsylvania
Dutch country is so much of an attraction that it hardly
can weaken the argument. All these shades of rural archi-
tecture, due to historical developments, hardly detract from
the homogeneity over vast spaces, which is particularly
striking to the European used to greater regional variation.
LOCALE AND THE URBAN SETTING

Cultural and historical reasons, together with the tech-
nology and system of distribution of materials, explain the
relative uniformity of rural architecture in recently settled
countries, swept by the advancing frontier, as it has been
the case in this country, Australia, and a few other lands,
including parts of the Soviet Union. But the curious
observation that can be made in the United States is that
greater variety can perhaps be found in urban architecture
than in the rural one, which seems the opposite of what is
observed today in most European countries.

The great variety of urban and suburban styles, for
residential as well as office buildings may be due to the fact
that in the recent century American society and American
interests have been much more urban than rural, with
the regional exception of the Southwest. And in a country
where society and technology are definitely more influential
in the way of life than natural environment, the city,
where much more liberation from the impact of nature is
achieved, becomes the place for better plastic expression
of local needs and moods. While admitting such essential
influences in city architecture, we may nevertheless point
to some notable factors proper to location.

THE MEANING OF LOCATION IN THE CITY

First of all, the location within the city is already for any
architectural design a significant one. The location in the
business district, in a central residential area or on the
rim of the urban agglomeration also implies other needs
and perhaps another style. A few details in the building
plans may be influenced by local natural factors. Thus
in an area subject to frequent seisms, such as California,
large buildings gain by being strongly keyed to hard bed-
rock; in San Francisco, skyscrapers well-keyed to hard rock
suffer less damage in case of earthquake than those with
less stable foundations. To some extent the same is true
for skyscrapers in general, especially in stormy climates.

The threat of seismicity made Caracas beware of sky-
scrapers until recently. In Minneapolis, the unequal depth
at which hard crystalline bedrock is found under the city
has influenced the location of skyscrapers which it is pre-
ferable to erect on such solid ground. Such considerations
may have helped the gathering of so many skyscrapers on
the rocky island of Manhattan, but this is certainly not the
original motive for building in height.
WHY THE SKYSCRAPER?

Multistoried buildings have been found for some time
in various parts of the world. Structures built in height to
save ground were found early in Mediterranean areas,
especially in those with a hilly topography. On a steep
slope part of the house can be solidly keyed to the rock
and an entrance to one of the upper stories may be pro-
vided from the ground level in the back. Such structures
are frequent in the high valleys of the Alps. In the heart
of the city of Edinburgh, a mansion may show only four
stories on Randolph Crescent but appear to have seven
or eight on the other side, which is a steep cliff over a gorge.
In the days of yore, however, high buildings arose mainly
as fortresses in the country or as residences inside crowded
walled-in cities.

The crowding of people and of a variety of activities in
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the business center of Chicago and on the island of Man-
hattan is, of course, the basic reason for the rise of the
famous skylines heralding the scattering of skyscrapers
through cities all around the globe. There must be some-
thing that made the people in a few American cities prefer
this solution to many other solutions which might have
alleviated crowding. The skyscrapers, in fact, increase the
burdens of crowding more than they help solve the prob-
lems inherent to it. Why so many towers in such a
restricted place?
l. THE ARGUMENT OF SEGURITY

Other skylines, although not as high, but probably at
least as impressive for the time, arose in medieval times
in the cities of central Italy. Tourists today go to the small
and quiet town of San Gimignano in Tuscany mainly to
look at the dozen stone towers bristling in the midst of
lower structures atop a hill. In the XIV Century this
town had five times as many such towers. Most towns
and cities in the area had such a skyline. Those of Bologna
and Florence must have been particularly impressive.
Every notable in those cities erected over his mansion or
palace a high tower, dominating the immediate neighbor-
hood. Before the Medici took over the government of
Florence, the warring nobles and merchants who had
crowded in the city needed such structures for defensive
purposes. For most of them there was not space enough
to build around their house belts of ramparts. The high
tower was an efficient device for defense, and for over-
looking the traffic on the approaches. When, after some
civil strife, a faction was defeated, its towers were often
razed; in one case some three hundred towers were felled
in Florence alone. What a skyline Florence, and some other
cities, must have had, before the establishment of a strong
local government which did not tolerate all this bristling
armor in stone, testifying to the spirit of resistance of the
residents! :

2. THE SYMBOL OF PRESTIGE

The concentration of so many rich and powerful fam-
ilies within the limits of one town made building in height
indispensable, for lack of space and also for reasons of
tactics and of prestige. The higher the tower, the greater
the local power of its boss, the better would the followers
feel in its share. The economics of trade and the trans-
action techniques had made it very important at the time
for every notable to be a “boss” in the city, rather than to
remain in a villa amid his lands in the hills. Civilization at
some stages requires urban concentration and some cities
are more successful at it than others. When one thinks of
the site of Florence in a narrow valley and of its medieval
party politics, one understands the growth of a skyline,
which may not have been as useful in Venice, with the
stricter discipline of the Republic and the greater security
of the site in the lagoon.

3. ECONOMIGC CONCENTRATION

It may be easier to analyze such processes with half a
millenium of perspective than in one’s own day. That
military considerations in the rise of skylines are nowadays
irrelevant, hardly needs mentioning. But that once more
the evolution of commercial techniques, of the manage-
ment of business requires concentration of large corpora-
tions, administrative bureaus, foundations, and many other
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institutions in New York City and, on a smaller scale in a
few other large regional centers such as Chicago, Pittsburgh,
etc., is also obvious. What factors made a few places so
desirable locations for concentration of many kinds of
trades and transactions would be an interesting point to
discuss, but is far beyond the frame of this broad sketch
of the relationship of locale and architecture. Granted
the need at present of such heavy concentration in a few
spots, the rise of buildings in height became unavoidable.
It still goes on for both office buildings and apartment
houses, while the crowding on the rock of Manhattan
increases and the problem of traffic worsens, especially with
the steady increase in the numbers of commuters to the
island from all the environs.

The question of prestige and vogue has its part in this
development of the skyline, besides the matter of real
estate prices and the demand for more floor space. Great
American corporations strive at marking in some spec-
tacular, monumental way their establishment in Manhat-
tan, just as great merchants vied with one another in
Florence or Bologna for a higher tower and a more im-
pressive palazzo. American cities are not the only con-
temporary sites of such skyline bristling: Genoa, severely
pressed in its growth by the narrow amphitheater of high
hills framing the great city, started building skyscrapers
some years ago; Milan had three last year, because of its
fast commercial development and despite the absence of
topographical pressure of the Genovese type; many Latin
American cities already had their skylines, and even Leo-
poldville, in the Belgian Congo, has started one! The vogue
1s spreading beyond the cities where high structures are
indeed a pressing need. The skyscraper is becoming a
XX Century feature. But the whole crest of a skyline
can hardly develop in places where it is not really needed;
and it is really needed where the density of people
to a square mile, at least at office hours, and the density
of economic activities, reaches a point requiring the rise
in height.

4. DENSITY OF POPULATION

The city of Basel, crowded in the very small area of its
canton, at a strategic international crossroads, has begun
to build in height, but more apartment houses on its peri-
phery than offices in its business district; Geneva may come
some time to do the same; for these small cantons want to
keep an expanding population within their territories.
While administrative law favors the rise of higher structures
in these Swiss cities, other administrative rules prevent build-
ings from rising above the neighboring average in Paris,
one of the most crowded cities in Europe. The new build-
ing of the Medical School of the University of Paris was
compelled by the proper-authorities to cut down its planned
height to avoid towering above the average level of the
roofs in the Faubourg Saint-Germain. Administratively,
Paris is taken care of as a museum. This may be a social
factor, but it is deeply rooted in the location itself. Where
the towers of Notre Dame and the Eiffel Tower stand, the
XX Century has gone conservative. Nevertheless, the
time may be not too far away when the pressure for more
floor space will break through established tradition.

THE CONCEPT OF GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION
The density of population and of economic activities in
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a given site must be regarded as a geographical factor and
a feature of locale, even though society and nationwide
economies as well as regional natural features may be
responsible for the concentration of so much at one spot.
Behind many explanations given for the choice of a site
we have seen shaping in the background the notion of
geographical position. The position can briefly express the
intricate system of relationships between a chosen site and
the many other related sites or channels of traffic. The
proximity to a quarry or to a transportation route followed
by certain materials explains the accessibility to one or a
variety of materials, determining what buildings are made
of in a locality. The system of trade, transportation, com-
munications, financial channels converging at a given geo-
graphical position determines a type of crowding from
which a skyline may spring, unless some other factor cuts
the crest away.
SITE AND POSITION: TWO BASIC FACTORS

Site and geographical position are in broad terms the two
main groups of factors that make up locale as an environ-
ment, conditioning to some extent the type and aspect of
the buildings. In a few cases they may greatly affect the
whole architectural design. More generally they determine
only details, restrict or influence some of the choices left
to the builders. The opinion was once expressed that the
design of the choir of the Cathedral of Chartres may well
have been affected by the lack of space in the back of the
building where the terrain slopes steeply downward. Has
such a small fold of the ground influenced the whole tra-
dition which stemmed from that chef d’oeuvre? Would the
cathedral have been more perfect if more level space had
been available in the back of it? The builders were thor-
oughly familiar with their terrain when they conceived the
cathedral; we sincerely doubt they would have done better
on flatter ground. Of course, the architects of the Abbey
of the Mont Saint Michel had to take into account the
shape and kind of rock they built on, but just as any archi-
tect reckons with the servitudes of any site.

The site is a raw material out of which many a final
product can be manufactured. Much more compelling for
the final product are the relations inherent to the geo-
graphical position, i.e., to the actual role of the building in
the spatial system to which it belongs. But the influences of
position may well be felt through present and past habits
of either technology or social forces proper to the area of
location, or through all the system of external relations tied
in with the site. Patterns of farm buildings have thus been
affected by the artistic or technical skills traveling through
the area in which they were built. And of course such
influences of trade and art routes are even more evident in
the architecture of many monuments standing at the great
crossroads of world traffic. ‘

A FINAL FACTOR OF LOCALE: THE ESTHETIC

While examining the various facets of location as an
influence on architecture, I have remained as yet basically
materialistic, dwelling at length on such matters as con-
struction materials, shelter from the inclemencies of
weather, density of population and demand for floor space,
trade routes and so forth. I could not conclude this part
of . my sketch of locale’s relationship to the art of building
without a hint at a less measurable but perhaps not so

disputable a link: the inspiration that the artist may have
derived from the surrounding landscape.

This is probably the kind of relation between locale and
architecture on which art historians have written most, and
I may be forgiven for being brief about it. Several authors
pointed out that the sharp landforms of Mediterranean
mountains and hilly coastlines gave to the landscapes of
Greece and Italy, southern France, parts of Asia Minor
and eastern Egypt a stature and a beauty that local artists
could not help bearing in mind when they thought of
erecting artificial structures. The geographer Paul Vidal
de la Blache wrote: “Amidst the greenery of the trees
surrounding it, the Japanese shinto temple, with its ancient
simplicity, is a building of cedar wood as well harmonized
with what environs it as is the rocky promontory of Sunion
with the columns that gave it its name.” (An obvious
reference to the name “Cape Colonna”—long applied to
this promontory.)

It could hardly be denied that a combination of moun-
tainous reliefs with a dry climate laying the rock bare
coincides with the location of civilizations which early
developed great architectural skills: this coincidence may
be observed around the Mediterranean as well as in the
lands of the Incas and of the Aztecs. Is it sheer coinci-
dence, or is there more to it? I do not feel competent
to answer the question, but I believe it worth more careful
investigation than it has heretofore received. Formu-
lated on such a global scale it certainly sounds like general-
ized oversimplification, and it is; but examples of artists
drawing inspiration from the landscape they were used to
looking at abound in more recent times.

The delightful and rather baroque profile of the many
turrets bristling on the roof of the castle of Chambord
results from a careful reproduction by the architects, on a
flat roof and in stone and slate, of the likeness of a small
and poor village typical of the marshes of Sologne. A few
such villages may still be seen in the vicinity of Chambord
and they must have been a much more common feature
of the local landscape at the time of the castle’s construc-
tion. This was a fancy of the court: it could play at
peasants’ life in a sort of “Little Trianon on the roof,” dur-
ing the sojourns at Chambord. This may be different from
the influence of inanimate landforms, but one may quote
at this point Henri Focillon’s ideas on the “life of forms.”

In a recent article on “What is American about Amer-
ica,” John A. Kouwenhoven suggested that the modern
skyscraper “is merely a three-dimensional variant of the
gridiron street plan, extending vertically instead of hori-
zontally.” Before accepting this interpretation I would,
here too, call for more investigation of the matter. There
is little doubt, however, that local landscapes appear in
many a Master’s paintings, even when out of place with

Fungible (fu'nd3ib’) 1765. [ad. med. L. fungibilis (‘res fungibles’
Du Cange) f. fungi (with sense as in fungi vice to fulfil the office
of] Law.

A. adj. Said of a thing which is the subject of an obligation when
another thing of the same or another class may be delivered in lieu
of it. 1818 ‘

B. sb A fungible thing.

(Shorter Oxford English Dictionary)
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a historical or Biblical subject; architects could hardly be
immune to influences so clearly affecting other artists.

THE ORGANIZATION OF SPACE, A MODERN TECHNIQUE

Contemporary architecture, whether or not inspired by
environing landscapes, gives them more attention than
formerly. Town planning and landscaping may have been
the rare privilege of a few great architects in the past;
they are becoming the concern and even the profession of
many today. To the art and skill of constructing buildings
is added that of arranging their distribution in great num-
bers and taking care of surroundings in terms of the
appearance of the grounds. We are moving towards a
wider interpretation of the field of architecture and also
towards a more organized and more artificial management
of the space around us. That there is going to be more
“organization,” is not necessarily bad; that it will be more
“artificial” may mean a substantial improvement in the
surroundings as they stand. If the rules of organization
lead to the elimination of slums and the prevention of
blight, if the aim of artificial transformation becomes the
“manicuring” and “beautifying” of the landscape, I shall
rejoice at the evolution.

THE ORGANIZED LANDSCAPE

In some cases such results have been achieved. I would
like to mention, just as a personal impression, the land-
scaping along the Merritt Parkway in Connecticut as an
artificial achievement which adds to the pleasure of driving
across the area. Although I have often made interesting
notations on industrial geography when riding on the
Pennsylvania Railroad from New York to Baltimore, I
wished at times that I might have been prevented from it
by a landscaping along those tracks similar to what has
been done along the Merritt Parkway. Could it be done?
Perhaps so, if people gave it enough thought and obstinacy.
The decisive factor here emerges as social and economic.

One may wonder whether such landscaping would not
be going too far into artifacts, and away from the reality.
Shouldn’t the Baldwin Locomotive Works look like loco-
motive works, even from the train? It all depends on how
one thinks locomotive works should look. During the last
war, I saw the Glenn Martin airplane works, north of
Baltimore, being camouflaged so that they would look like
tilled fields from the air. Is the threat of destruction
necessary to make things look as we would think they ought
to, to be pleasant? And is “camouflage” necessarily un-
pleasant? Certainly not. Let us just look at the landscaping
of some streets and lanes of Princeton, with their beautiful
lawns and trees which took a great deal of manicuring to
achieve. Let us look at the new industrial suburbs of
Basel and Zurich in Switzerland to be convinced that the
previously accepted ugliness of industrial land use can be
spared. For the vast and rather ugly conurbation of Bir-
mingham, England, excellent plans of redevelopment and
landscaping have been prepared with the enthusiastic help
of an economist and planner aptly surnamed Florence,
though born in New Jersey. New industrial buildings along
U.S. 1 on the approaches to New Brunswick also testify
to much progress being achieved at times.

THE DWINDLING NATURAL LANDSCAPE

The results of even the most careful and well-meaning

landscaping can take an area far away from what it would
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have looked in its natural condition. I would certainly
not dispute this fact in the transformation of local con-
ditions; but in how many places do we even know now how
it Jooked in its natural status? Men have been shaping and
reshaping landscapes all around the globe, consciously or
not. What happened to the oak and beech forest around
Paris? Half a century ago most of the lands they covered
were a vast, treeless expanse of open fields, the richest
agricultural area of western Europe. Today it still is a
rich, cultivated plain, but all dotted with scattered thickets
of trees which serve as breeding ground for game; for the
contemporary local farmer likes to go ahunting. This
change reflects social evolution, but an evolution condi-
tioned by the proximity of the city of Paris, its enormous
consumption, the high prices earned on its markets, its
investments in the surrounding rural country. Social and
economic evolution modified many rural landscapes, as
when the enclosures spread across former open fields in
England, when apple trees were scattered through the
meadows of Normandy, when grass replaced cotton fields
in the Southeastern states. Each country, however, did it in
its own way.

What happened in the canyons of Beverly Hills? Where
there should be frightful and rather arid gorges, beautiful
avenues are lined with palm trees not indigenous to North
America, and pleasant villas look on green English-like
lawns replaced at times by dense parterres of glorious
flowers, reminiscent of the fields of Holland in the tulip
season. Such a miracle is of course the result of Hollywood
society, American engineering, the skill of thrifty Japanese
gardeners, plus California sun. Local conditions may thus
appear very secondary in the picture, but one must agree
that such a combination of factors could hardly have
occurred anywhere and certainly not elsewhere than on
the Pacific coast of the United States. If the site may seem
delocalized, the more complex geographical position holds
its own.

THE SUBURBS AS DEPERSONALIZED LOCALE

The mushrooming of diversified suburbs around the
main Californian cities heralded in a way the new era
of urbanism in constant expansion; the pioneer role of
California in this respect could be likened to the role of
Chicago in opening the way to the skyscraper technique
and craze. But just as the most impressive and biggest
skyscrapers and skyline are found in New York City, it is
rather in the region of the Northeastern seaboard, par-
ticularly around New York and Philadelphia, that suburban
growth has spread fastest and farthest, creating the largest
agglomeration and causing the worst problems. While no
locality around here has perhaps the peculiarities of Bev-
erly Hills with its canyons, what could be called “the de-
personalization of locale” seems to have gone much further.

For miles and miles the same pattern of architecture, the
same urban or suburban landscape may be seen in Phila-
delphia and its immediate suburbs. The techniques of mass
production and the relative equalization of income among
masses of urban population indicate a probable generali-
zation of certain kinds of uniformity. How far indeed we

*must feel from a not too remote past when the architect
held long discussions with his clients as to the hills on which
it was preferable to build the mansion, as to what exactly
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ought to be seen from each window, and as to how each
feature of the house would be different from the neighbors’!
Not that such preoccupations do not worry some archi-
Not that such preoccupations cannot worry some archi-
tects and their clients in Beverly Hills, in some counties
of Virginia and even on some of the streets of Princeton;
but they have become extreme exceptions. The majority
of this nation already dwells on streets where the site and
the type of buildings have been standardized to the point
of being almost delocalized. This type of predominating
housing threatens many other areas in the world.
FUNGIBILITY, ITS RISE AND FALL

One may hear today in New York architects and real
estate people speaking of fungible space, as if the precise
site were losing practical significance: one can be replaced
by another, in Manhattan or Brooklyn; the block where
one is located counts much more for real estate values than
any particular part of that block; in a Levittown, it does
not change much to take one or another of hundred of
houses which are all alike; even the site of a Levittown or
of some other new residential project does not seem to
matter much: when planning a new project in New Jersey
the precise site would be of little import so long as enough
lond is available to build at a reasonable price, and within
easy enough reach of New York, Philadelphia, or both,
or at least Trenton and New Brunswick, to provide the
desirable commuting facilities for future residents. Some
“fungibility of space,” at least on a small scale, appears
acceptable.

Substantial differences still remain on a larger scale:
sites on the West and East sides of Manhattan island are
not yet fungible at all. In some ways the differences be-
tween the two sides have recently increased. Sites in north-
ern New Jersey are not interchangeable with sites in the
central section halfway between New York and Philadel-
phia. In fact, society does not seem to approve much in
the long run of the fungibility of the space it occupies.
The longer a site is occupied, the more it gains a certain
quality, is stamped in a certain fashion which bestows
some “personality,” good or bad, on the locality. Levit-
towns are, in our opinion, a passing phenomenon, char-
acteristic of a frontier stage of urban invasion of areas
which until recently were outer suburbia or plainly rural.

As communities organize themselves, they organize the
space that is theirs. Zoning regulations appear. New
townships arise. Each community intends to keep a certain
shape and style, gets suspicious of outsiders, and finds some
interests of its own that are opposed to the neighbors’
interests. This is just human instinct that has made for
ages any space accessible to people to be partitioned
administratively if not politically. Since a few men visited
the Antarctic ice-cap, that empty space, occupied chiefly
by penguins, was broken up between several national
sovereignties and divided in portions like an apple pie. Each
site in the Antarctic carries political significance, and im-
proper occupation may threaten war.

The compartmentalization of space which may have
seemed fungible (and if any was, the Antarctic ought to
have been such) is of course much more serious a daily
matter in densely occupied space where a great many
individuals hold vested interests. Uniformity of design at
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the outset does not mean a lack of spatial differentiation
with time. In the XIII Century, after Simon de Montfort’s
crusade against Albigensians, that part of Languedoc was
resettled by other, right-thinking people, in new towns
built according to a rather standardized pattern with a
gridiron plan, a central rectangular plaza left open and
of course a wall around it. The plan of these bastides,
which may have been the Levittowns of the XIII
Century, though built in stone and therefore more lasting,
were all alike; but the communities developed in various
ways and today the traveler would be disappointed if he
looked for uniformity in some of them.

Differences of location, although not very great, have
been instrumental, together with the desire for “personali-
zation” of the local communities, in bringing about differ-
ences of a lasting and sometimes striking nature. Historical
research shows that most modern cities arose at the contact
of two or more contiguous but different regions. These
differences make the crossroads livelier. But once a town
has grown and aged, it would have organized the adjacent
regions into one new region revolving in the orbit of the
central nucleus. Thus the meaning of position shifts.

SOCIETY, NOT LOCALE, SHAPES OUR PLANS

The powerful weapons given by modern technology to

our society enables it to dominate and to mold space in
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ways and at a rhythm that seems to make everything
possible. But we all know that no one can, especially in our
society, build whatever he wishes anywhere. There are
rules and regulations, considerations of traffic, of schools
for the children, of access to work and to shopping places,
which all play a part. Location means in each particular
case a set of assets and of liabilities which the architect,
the builder of a new plant, of a new store, of a new
residence, must carefully study after pointing many things
on a map.

The greater the crowding of a space, the more facilities
seem available everywhere, but the more servitudes are
also inherent, usually by force of law and economics, to
every site. This is being felt in the great American metro-
politan areas around them. It is already part of established
daily life in some countries where the density of population
and of buildings has made of land a scarce commodity.
It is today the case in the Netherlands and in England.
National authorities have had to take the matter in hand
in these overpopulated and so to speak overdeveloped
countries, small in area but still developing and increasing
their population. One cannot build where one likes and how
one likes in the Netherlands or in Britain. The private own-
ership of a piece of land does not mean any more a right
to freely dispose of it in terms of land use or space organi-
zation. National laws and local boards have to direct and
control every new step. In such conditions, practically
speaking, space becomes less fungible to the individual
customer than it ever was.

Some kind of similar evolution looms on the horizon
for all our twentieth century civilization as agricultural
production is taken care of more efficiently by smaller num-
bers of people. An enormous shift of population from rural
ways of life to urban ways and areas has already occurred
in this country and in parts of western Europe. It is gain-
ing in momentum rapidly all over the world. Urban
occupation of the land is no more a negligible fraction of
utilized territory. The space devoured by metropolitan

/

growths receives a new Organization in which skyscrapers
and landscaped turnpikes play a large part and in which
location undergoes right now a metamorphosis. New
features of location are gaining importance while others
are fading. Never has the localization of economic activ-
ities caused so much research. Economists and planners
in this country attempt to formulate its principles in the
form of mathematical formulas, and call the new technique
“regional science.” Location is not, however, a mere
matter of statistics and it often evades too much precision.
But location remains in town planning, landscaping and
even in the type of structures built, an important and
effective, though intricate and shifting, factor. It is perhaps
now more intricate and shifting than it ever was.

With the rise of zoning concepts and of metropolitan
redevelopment schemes and authorities, the considerations
worrying architects and their clients have taken on a more
political nature. That old city-dweller and politician,
Macchiavelli, advised that the Prince ought to have his
men exercise in hunting in order to keep a feeling for the
terrain and, as he said, “the nature of the land.” Modern
architects must, like the Prince’s lieutenants, endeavor to
keep the feel for the terrain, not for the military purposes
which were on Macchiavelli’s mind, not in terms of slope
and natural detail only, but in terms of what nowadays
makes the nature of the land; by giving due attention to
location, the architectural profession will better play its part
in orienting the modern revolution revising at present
established values of space organization.

Resigned to be on this planet only transients in time, men
need roots in space, in one or a few locations in space.
Architecture, more than any other art, gave roots and some
stability in space to civilized people. At a time when the
ease of transportation opens almost unbounded possibilities
of wandering to everyone, it appears particularly important
and desirable to see architecture grow fully conscious of
its inescapable relationship to locale.

THE RYDAL PRESS, SANTA FE, N ¥
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GOLDMAN, HETTY Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Flexner's commitment to Hetty Goldman--Originals of letters
carried to April 30, 1945. :

Filed in Vertical File under "G" for Goldman.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 30, 1945

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advenced Study
Princeton, New Jercey

Dear Dr, Aydelotte:

When Dr. Flexmer raised with me the gquestion of appointing
Miss Goldmen to the Faculty of the Institute I sent him from Oxford
a letter to support his recommendation. He brought this to the
attention of the Trustees at that time, and part of it, at least,

I believe he said was recorded in their minutes.

The nine years of close association which I hsve had with
Miss Goldman since then heve in every way justified my favorable
expectations. She has finished her studies of Halai and Colophon,
in the latter of which I have been much interested, and hag now
prepared her first volume on Tarsus. All that she writes is sound
and scholarly. My respect for her work has increased over the
years, end I regard her now just as I have slways regarded her, end
each of my other colleagues, &s a distinguished member of our group.
I am sble, furthermore, to say this to you with confidence, because
her work is closely associsted with mine end I know the record.

Sincerely yours,

e

Benjamin D. Meritt

BDM:jer
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ALANSON B. HOUGHTON (FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
Chairman FRANK AYDELOTTE
u A OFFICE EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
HERBERT H. : ALEXIS CARREL
Vice-Chairman 20 NASSAU STREET v 8 b
JAb P PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY i
Vice-Chairman CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUIE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer . HERBERT H. MAASS

WINFIELD W. RIEFLER
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
ESTHER S. BAILEY May 5 ’ 1939 PERCY S. STRAUS
Secretary 0SWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

Dear Hetty:

I have your letter of April 29, and I am glad that you felt
perfectly free to write me frankly as you did. I wrote you under date of
February 2, 1938, a letter, from which I make the following extract:

"T am sorry that through oversight I neglected to

write you what I said to your father on the subject of

your salary. I am anxious to raise it to a proper

academic basis, but at the moment, the financial situa-

tion being what it is and our income remaining about the

same despite the fact that our endowment is almost

4 doubled, there is absolutely nothing that I can do.

However, when the good times come, as I know they will, )

you will be among the first to be remembered."

The situation which I described in 1938 has become worse, not
better. The income on our investments has declined and our endowment has
not been correspondingly increazsed. The new appointments which have been
made since your own all really antedate your appointment. They were merely
the carrying out of offers which had been made several years previously
and which awaited the moment when the persons involved would be free to
take advantage of them. We 2re now struggling with next year's budget and
I am endeavoring to procure additional funds, for we shell end this year

with a deficit, but I have no assurance that I shall succeed in making up

this year's deficit or in avoiding an equal deficit next year.
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, 4 Dr Hetty Goldman May 5, 1939

I did not interpret your silence at the time of our original
conference as acquiescence, and I feel, as you do, that a person who has
accomplished as much as you have accomplished should not be upon the basis
of a semi-volunteer, but at'the moment there is absolutely nothing that I
can do. There are several salaries in addition to your own which are lower
than they should be and which I am extremely anxious to increase, because
the persons concerned have responsibilities which are by no means slight.
Unfortunately, I cannot do it. An upturn of business, on which most people
counted a few years ago, has not taken place and is apparently not likely to
take place in the immediate future, and upon this upturn our further develop-
ment depends. As a matter of fact, the sums available for stipends next
year have been cut down - that of mathematics from $30,000 to less than
#17,000, and tﬁat of humenistic studies from $18,000 to $12,000, in order
that I migﬂt maintain salaries at their present level.

I realize the difficulty of the situation for you and I should
like you to realize in the same way the difficulties with which I, like other
heads of educational institutions, am contending.

I may at the same time take up with you the guestion of Miss Day.
I wrote you on February 2, 1938, that we were prepared to offer lMiss Day a
grant of $1800 for 1938-1939. I said in my letter "These grants are made for
a single year, but they have been renewed in some cases. The apnointments,
however, are to be construed as annual." It will not be possible for the
Institute to renew this grant for the year 1939-1940. I have been told that
Miss Day has received the offer of a graduate fellowship at Michigan, which
will enable her to get her doctor's degree. I hope very much that she will

accept this way out of the present situation. You may be sure that if funds
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.t Dr. Hetty Goldman

{

May 5, 1939

AU ]

are available and you desire her services after she has received her

degree I shall do everything in my power to renew the grant which has lapsed.

With all good wishes,

Dr. Hetty Goldman
69 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/MC E

Ever sincerely,

A et 0 i A
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 15,1945

Dear Dr_ Aydelotte;

As I understand that the Institute 1is
putting its house in order in the matter of
professor's salaries,I am sending you a copy
of the correspondence which passed between
Dr, Flexner and myself in 1938 ,1t spesa's for
1tself and I have nothing to add to what I
then sald,

It will be apparent to you from his re-
ply that Dr, Flexner recognl-ed an obligation
which he never implemented,I leave the matter
in your hands,

Very sincerely,

+49J3:% 2;*4414NMLN\
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 29th/39

My dear Dr.Flexner;

I have been debating for some time whether to bring up
the matter of my salary which I have very much at heart or to con-
tinue the silence I have maintained for over a year.On several
occasions you have made passing reference to the subject,but with-
out any specific indication of what the salary was to be or
when I was to receive it..I realize that my silence may have
been interpreted as acqulescence.That is not the case.The third

academic year of my connection with the Institute comes to an
end in a few days and I feel thet it is the moment to state
with complete frankness my point of view.

When you asked me to join the faculty of the Institute
in the fall of 1936 you ssid that for the moment you could not
pay me my full salary but that it was only a temporary difficulty.
Though you made no definite statement to that effect,I came away
with the impression that the full salary would be peid when
the next budget was made;and I took for granted that it would be
the equal of at least the minimum paid other professors of equal
rank:thet is those whoth & permanent appointment.WVhat you have

written and what you have said gave me ground,I think, for my
suoposition.
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I consider it a great distinction to be a member of the
group you have brought together at Princeton;nevertheless
I had made up my mind long ago never to accept an academic
position without adequate compensation.I did not and I do
not wish to do what practically amounts to volunteering my
services as I have always done and am still doing for the exca-
vations.

Since I have been in the Institution there has been
expansion in several directions.These new ventures,l know since
you have told me so,have been met by funds secured for these s
specific purposes.I cannot help but wonder whether if money
had been asked formeet the obligations of my salary it could
not have been similarly obtained.

May I now ask for an answer to the question of what my
salary is to be and when I may expect it ?

Very sincerely yours,

Hete T RN
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April 29th,1939

My dear Dr.Flexner;

I have been debating for some time whether to bring up
the matter of my salary which T have very much at heart or to
continue the silence whitedr I have maintained for over a year.Og
several occasions you have made passing reference to the subject
but without sny specific indication of what the selsry was to be
or when I was to receive it .I realize that my silence may have
been interpreted as acquiescence.That is not the case.The third
academic year of my connection with the Institute comes to an eﬁd
in a few days and I feel that it is the moment to state with
complete frankness my point of view.

When you asked me to join the faculty of the Institute in
the fall of 1936 you said that for the moment you could not pay
me my full salary but thet it was only a temporary difficulty.
Though you made no definite statement to that effect,I came away
with the impression that the full salary would be paid when the
next budget was made;and I took for granted that it would be the
equal of at least the minimum paid other professors of equal
rank:that i those with a permanent apnointment.What you have
written and what you have said,gave me ground,I think, for my

supposition.

I consider it a great distinction to be a member of the
group you have brought together at Princeton;nevertheless I had

" made up my mind long ago never to accept an academic position

without adequate compensation.I d%d‘not and I do not wish to

\
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do what practically amounts to volunteering my services as I have
always done and em still doing for the excavations.

Since I have been in the Institute there has been expansion
in several directions.These new ventures,I know, since you have
told me so,have been met by funds secured for these specific
purposes.I cannot help but wonder whether, if money had been asked
to meet the obligations of my salary it could not have been
similarly obtainéd.

liay I now ask for an answer to the guestion of what my salary
is to be and when I may expect it?

Very sincerely yours,

U\ui?é%m
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ORIENTAL STUDIES Academic Activities
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Duyvendak's r eport to Aydelotte dated above on Chinese
studies (Last copy) and on Gest Oriental Libary (8/2) and on
Sinologists in America 8/2.

Filed in Vertical File under "G" for Gest Oriental Library

A File, Gest Library Committee, 10/17/56->Home
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' THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
N PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

May 17, 1946
Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study
Fuld Hall, Princeton, New Jersey
Dear Dr., Aydelotte:

Before proceeding to discuss the problem of the Gest Library in
some detail, I should like to present to you some considerations on the
preliminary question whether or not the development of Sinologicel Stud-
ies deserves a special effort on the part of the Institute for Advanced
Study at this juncture.

Sinology is a generic name for a discipline comprising a multi-
tude of specific subjects. In area it covers about one fourth of the Asia-~
tic continent, in time it ranges from the prehistoric period to the present
day, in numbers of people it is constantly concerned with many more mil-
lions than are the subject of Western history up to modern times. It deals
with a high type of civilisation which is the only one that, in its main
features, shows an unbrbken continuity from classical to modern times. The
records of this civilisation therefore represent an unparalleled storehouse
of human experience, the more so since Chinese civilisation has always been
'one of a literary type where everything was written down, books were highly
esteemed, printing was invented at an early date, and so records of great
antiquity have been faithfully handed do;n. With the books now extant, it
is possible to study the development of this civilisation throughout the
centuries in almost all its aspects in surprising detail. Having been less
exposed than the Western world to disrupting influences from without or re-
volutionary upheavals from within, this civilisation offers a unigue oppor-

tunity to study certain tendencies almost as in a laboratory sub yitro.
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Parallel in time to Western civiligetion, its development demonstrates,

in a highly gifted race, the working of the human mind and human emotions
over a long period of time under conditions analogous to yet different

from those existing in the West., It is obvious that a more profound knowl-
edge of this ecivilisation would immeasurably enrich Western scholarship.

Now let me first illustrate this in the field of pure history.

It is self-evident that a knowledge of the pettern of Chinese history may
mean much to a historian. It is also obvious that an exact knowledge of
events in the other extremity of the Eurasian continent will frequently
help towards a better understanding of the course of Western history. It
may boldly be asserted, for example, that the reasons for the decline of
the Roman Empire cannot be fully grasped without a study of Chinese foreign
policy, or that the Mongol invasion, resulting in the subsequent retarda-
tion of Russia's development, cannot be understood without the study of
Chinese sources. Such examples might easily be multiplied. The Chinese,
in contradistinetion to the Indians, have always shown a very remarkable
and accurate sense of history. Their histories are the prinecipal remain-
ing gold mine of knowledge about the history of the human race. Wherever
they are exploited they yield the richest ore. Chinese civilisstion, more-
over, presents certain features of its own that fully deserve careful ex-
amination.

In the first place, Chinese civilisation is essentially humanis-
tic in character. It centers round certain philosophical and ethical prin-
ciples governing the behaviour of man in relation to human society and the
universe. A study of Chinese philosophy and religion, therefore, is of

the highest interest. Aside from the indigenous currents, some religions
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introduced from abroad, especially Buddhism, are also of the greatest im-
portance. The voluminous store of Chinese Buddhist texts is indeed indis-
pensable for the study of Buddhism generally.

Chinese governmental and social institutions and law are deeply
rooted in the "Confucian" ideclogy of "rule by virtuous men". The study
of the precarious balance between this idealism and the exigencies of state-
craft is very fascinating., Economic life was greatly affected by the "Con-
fucian" emphasis on agriculture and its contempt of trade. Chinese econo-
mic history, therefore, is full of interest and a vast amount of material
exists for the study of this subject.

The Chinese, while developing such disciplines as philology and
history, never achieved great results in pure science. From the 17th cen-
tury on, the character of Western civilisatiqn gradually changed under the
impact of scientific discoveries. The reasons why China remained station-
ary in an older type of humanism are well worth attention, At the same time
their type of "science" deserves to be studied. They never developed the
 distinction between existential judgments and those of value. In some fields,
such as medicine, nevertheless, they achieved results that are not wholly
negligible. As an example may be quoted the early use of the ephedra (from
which ephedrine is extracted), a drawing of which may be found in a Herbal
of 1249 (Cf. Annual Report of the Librarian of Congress, Division of Orient-
alia, 1940, p. 155).

Chinese humanism, however, was a fertile field for the growth of
literature and art. In the former, many types of poetry, literary essays
and novels are the outstanding achievements. Especially in poetry, though
there was an immense amount of worthless imitation, a very high quality was

reached. Certain types of Chinese poetry reach in limpidity and translu-
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cency of expression and perfection of form, the highest beauty which the
human heart and mind seem able to achieve. Their poetry is closely allied
with their art, especially their painting. In fact many poets are painters
and calligraphers to boot. The quality of Chinese art is too well known
to need further expatiation. It should be emphasized, however, that this
art cannot be understood without a study of Chinese philosophy and religion
and that philology remains an indispenssble handmeid. For the Chinese
have been collectors for many centuries; they have written books on an-
cient bronzes and have developed their theories on the art of painting.
The Chinese art-historian should be able to consult these, while, on the
other hand, obviously he should be a true art-historian and not merely a
philologist.

Nothing has so far been said of the study of the language itself,
It is however clear that Chinese linguisticlstudies are a legitimate and
important concern of the Sinologue. The problem of the development of the
sceript and its relation to the sound-language is an absorbing one. It is
closely connected with Chinese archaeology, another of the many disciplines
which a Sinologue has to call to his aid.

Do Sinological studies then fall apart in a number of separate
disciplines? In the case of art it was evident that a special training
is necessary for anyone to be a historian of art, be it Chinese or other
art. A trained historian, a trained philosopher, a trained economist, a
trained linguist, will do better work in the Chinese field than one not
so trained who only knows the latter. Sinological studies, however, are
all linked by mastery of the Chinese language and the épecial iechnique

of handling the Chinese material in Chinese books. The Chinese written

language has by no means remained the seme throughout the centuries; each
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pericd presents its own difficulties and Chinese dictionaries, good as
they are from certain points of view, are comple%ely inadequate in their
definitions of the meaning of a word or expression in any given period,
The help that western dictionaries so far can give in this respect is al-
most negligible. Nothing exists remotely comparable to the Oxford Die-
tionary for the English language, where the meanings of a word in each pe-
riod are carefully indicated and illustrated by examples., Therefore in
reading old Chinese texts one flounders along, lost in a multitude of mean-
ings words have acquired in the course of centuries, and the difficulty
is greatly aggravated by the fact that Chinese words, without any flec-
tional changes, may freely be used as nouns or as verbs. Moreover, old
texts are generally not punctuated, and the Chinese make but the most
sparing use of words indicating the beginning or the end of a sentence.
Instead they like to use parallelisms, so that, in reading a text, one
generally begins by counting in order to see how many syllables will go
to make a sentence. Then only does it begin to be possible to construe.
Chinese having no formal grammar to spesk of, a great deal of reading ex-
perience is required before one can handle texts with any confidence, so
that one does not fall into the worst mistakes. Reading and reading and
again reading is the only way to learn. |

Now, although a great deal hes been done in recent years to pro-
vide competent teaching in Chinese at the Universities in this country, and,
apart from the mere language teaching, efforts are also made to train stu-
dents in the methods and technique of Sinological research, it is self-
evident that no University can provide adequate training to form real schol-

ars, Students generally have to learn Chinese from the very beginning when
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they enter college. The modern language, it may be remarked in passing,

is again very different from the old-fashioned book language. The fact
that the same characters are used is deceptive; the situation is remote-

ly comparable to the difference between Modern Greek and Classical Greek.

To pursue this comparison for a moment, it is as if a Sinologue not only
would heve to master these two extremes, but be equally well at home in

the Koine and the language (and civilisation) of the Byzantine period as
well., There are, moreover, languages such as Japanese, Sanskrit, Tibetan,
Mongol, Manche, etc., the knowledge of which will be extfemely useful, and
sometimes indispensable, to a Sinologue. Even a brilliant student, upon
reaching the end of his academic training, will have acquired the necessary
knowledge and experience in a limited field only. If he is to become a
scholar, the real work can then only begin. A few lucky ones mey obtain

a scholarship and work for some time in one of the academic centres in
China., On their return they may get a post at one of the Colleges to teach
Chinese civilisation or some language courses, but if they wish to continue
their Sinological research, they will find themselves very soon handicapped
by the lack of the necessary books. Large Sinological libraries can natural-
ly only be established in a few centres., They will soon want an opportuni-
ty to study in one of these centres with library facilities,but they may
find it very difficult to do so,since facilities for such post-doctoral schol-
ars are rare, If they do not find such an opportunity, they will never ful-
ly break through the wall of Chinese books. A 8inologue needs a vast knowl-
edge of Chinese bibliography; he must know where to look for things and how
to look for them, and it is not easy to find one'i way in the overwhelming
mass of material and not be lost in it. Tﬁgtg;;aiing of Chinese books re-

quires a special technique, and again it is only experience that can give
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one that technique.

For these reasons, what is most needed in Sinological studies,
apart from facilities for study at Universities and & sojourn in China, -
is a scholarly center where young scholars can work and gain experience.
There must be senior men to guide them, show them the ropes where necegsary,
discuss their problems with them. For the rest, they have to work out their
own salvation and prove what they can do. Going back to their College they
will have gained that much more experience; maybe they will have become
so good that one of the larger Universities, where Sinology is taught, will
invite them on their staff. In any case, they will have had the opportuni-
ty of doing good work and learning the job, and once having acquired the
taste, they will not easily give up Sinological scholarship.

' Up to this point, this argument was timeless., Here, however, some
considerations should enter that are particularly valid at this juncture.
China is no longer a land of odd and curious customs where everything seems
topsey-turvey and people called Mandarins are in the habit of quoting wise-
cracks of a person named Confucius. China has become one of the great powers
and, moreover, it is in the throes of a gigantic politiecal, social and spi-
ritual revolution. These two facts have a capital bearing on all that has
been said so far. It is no longer possible to ignore China, its history
and its culture, and anyone who wishes to obtain a real understanding of
China's problems has to go back to its past, One cannot even build a dyke
in China without knowing something of the course of that particular river
in former centuries and it is in Chinese books that one will find all the
information one may want. One cannot reform Chinese society without a

thorough study of the laws that governed it in the past., It is one of the



Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, G
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced-$$udy, Princeton, NJ, USA

most heartening things that have happened in China in the last twenty
years that, largely owing to financial help from the British and Ameri-
can returned Boxer indemnities, so many young Chinese scholars have eager-
ly taken up the study of China's past. They have understood the truth
that this ecenturies-old past cannot be sloughed off like dead skin. China's
cultural heritage must be examined and reintegrated; those values must be
sought out that are enduring and not incidental to any particular form of
government, In so conducting Sinological research, maybe of seemingly ab-
struse and far-off problems, pragmatic purposes will ultimately be served.
If another comparison may be used: scientists do not generally set out to
invent things of practical use, but these things are the ultimate and of=-
ten the unexpected by-products of their search after knowledge. In so
working, Western Sinologues are but a squadron in the large company of
Chinese scholars. The latter may often surpass them in greater knowledge
of what is, after.all, their own language and their own culture, with which
they are familiar from the cradle on. The former, however, may surpass
their Chinese colleagues in strictness of method, in elarity of exposition,
and in the faculty of interpreting the facts to a Western world sorely in
need of such interpretations.

Here I come to my last point. This country has now emerged from
its isolationism and is destined to lead the world in many things, It
has more than others at stake in Chinaj in fact, it is deeply committed
to a poliey of close Sino-American friendship. There is a great need of
educated people who, chiefly for practical purposes, have a proper under-
standing of China and its civilisation., More and better opportunities
should be created at the varioustolleges and Universities for teaching

things Chinese. At the higher level however, opportunities are needed for
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training such teachers, and it is only from the ranks of the young schol-
ars pictured in the preceding paragraph that qualified teachers will come.
Thus the promotion of Sinological scholarship will help to solve a press-
ing practical problem,

Americe maey thus easily take a place in the vanguard of Sinologi-
cal studies. In HBurope these studies are, unfortunately, at present at a
low ebb. The most eminent leaders have passed away in the course of these
last unhappy years. It is but a handful of scholars who, often in inade-
quately equipped centers, are carrying on. There are practically no posi-
tions for younger scholars in this field, very few can afford to enter upon
studies so arduous and insecure, and there are almost no funds to encourage
them, It is to this country, with its vast resources, that one must look
for the future of Sinology.

All these corroborative arguments point to the need of establish-
ing a Sinological center, now. Apart from providing opportunities to young-
en':cholars, this center should maintain a resﬁricted number of senior Sino-
logues, who should have full liberty to undertake such pieces of research
as the spirit urges them to attempt. The scholars at the various Universi-
ties where Sinology is represented may be expected to contribute their share,
but their time is largely taken up by teaching and administrative work, and
much more should be done. One man at such a center is not enough. He would
be isolated and would have to cope with too many different problems. Three
or four of such senior scholars, with some Chinese assistance, would be
gbout the right number, The best kind of work springs from cooperative en-

terprise, mutual discussion and criticism, and men are kept from becoming
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rusty by walking and talking with sympathetic colleagues. Naturally they
should remain in the closest touch with the work done by Chinese scholars.

The conclusion to which all this leads is, that the Institute
for Advanced Study would seem to be the ideal place for establishing such
a center. The sort of work envisaged and required reflects exactly the
basic ideal with which the Institute was started. In the Gést Oriental
Library the Institute has already a tool that only needs sharpening to be
the ideal instrument for such an undertaking. It would seem to be prema-
ture to go into a detailed examination at present as to how the existing
collection should be supplemented in order to be completely satisfactory,
The Gest Library has a great deal of ceke; what is needed is more whole-
some bread, which is less expensive and presumably easier to acquire., It
will not be necessary to duplicate everything already available in other
libraries on the East Coast. The Library of Congress in particular, with
its vast holdings, would be easily accessible from Princeton.

In conclusion therefore, I may be permitted to urge most strong-
1y that the Institute for Advanced Study examine without delay the possi-
bility of establishing a center as adumbrated in the foregoing pages. It
is my convietion that, by so doing, a very great service would be rendered
to scholarship, as well as to the cause of Sino-American friendship. I
shall be glad to serve with further advice on this matter whenever you
may wish,

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

£4

T e

&.7.L. Duyvendak

JJLD:mr
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Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have now completed the examination of the Gest Library which
you asked me to undertake. This examination was much facllitated by the
existence of Mr, I. V. Gillis' Index to the Catalogue and the publication
of three volumes of the Harvard-Yenching Catalogue of Chinese books,
covering about 800 follo pages. Of the remainder of this catalogue whigh
runs in total to about 2000 pages, a copy in proof fortunately exlists at
Harvard (the type in Peking having been destroyed during the Japanese
occupation) and during my recent stay at Harvard, I was able at least to
make s oursory comparison of the Harvard holdings with those of the Gest
Library for those remalning sectlons.

The Harvard-Yenching Catalogue furnighed the beat comparative
material because 1t 1s the most closely classifled one of a2ll existing
catalogueg )both Chinese and Foreign), in which also the Ts'ung-shu
or Collectanea are analyzed. Thus it enables one to see What materisl
exlsts on any given subject either in independent books or in books forming
part of a Ts'ung-shu. This is of great value since the titles of such
worke are often extremely vague and do not convey at all easily a con-
ception of the subject matter treated in them. By going over this
Catalogue, subject by subject, one is able to gain an adequate idea which
of the numerous Ts'ung-ghu are in fact the most useful and valuable., I
have noted the principal lacunae in the Gest Library, both of Ts'ung-shu
and other works that seemed important. I have done go most thoroughly
for the first 800 pages, dealing with such subjects as Classiecs,
Philosophy and Religion, History and Geography. It is in these sections
that one finde all the baslec works of Chinese literature. The remainder
of the Catalogue deals largely with Ts'ung-shu and the so-called Chi
"Individual Collections" of which there 1s no end. The Gest Library
poesesses a considerable collection of this latter type of works and
tests revealed that virtually all the most important works of this
class are pregent. I have therefore not made an attempt to list all
those that are lacking, but have noted only striking lacunae. The
same principle was applied to the category of so-called "Gazetteers"
whienh runs into thousands of titles. The Library of Congress has
speclalized in these works of which a catalogue was recently publighed,
and both the Harvard library and the Columbia Library own a large number
of this type of works. It seems sufficient for the Gest Library to
possess the large provinclal Gagetteers and some of the most important
local onesg. Any scholar desiring to consult a local Gazetteer may do so
easlly by referring to the libraries at Washington, New York or Cambridge.

The library has been described as a Collector's library, and
indeed, in a sense, thig is a true characterization. It possesses many
rare or, in some cases, unique items. Mr. Wang Chung-min, of the Library
of Congress, at present the most authoritative Chinese gpeclalist,
estimates that of the thousand or more "rare" editions (that is, editions
older than 1644) a very large percentage is not duplicated even in the
Nationel Library of Peiping. Years ago, Dr. Laufer, in a pamphlet with
which you will be familiar, has described some of the rarer items; 1t
will therefore be unnecessary to repeat his statements here. It is a
collector's library indeed, in whieh a good deal of attention has been
glven to the acquisition of "rare" items.
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However, on closer inspection of the holdings of the library,
I have come to the conelusion that it is far more than just a collector's
library. In studying the catalogue, I have time and time again been
agreeably surpriged to find that such or such a work 1s present. Apart
from practigally all the basic source-materisls, there are many studies
and commentaries by the begt Chinege scholars. There are some obvious
gaps and the fact that since 1931 few additions were made excludes a good
many important works published in the last fifteen years. Chinege learned
Journals are also lacking almost completely. The growth of the library
has been arregted and in ite present condition it seems dead. Fundamentally,
however, the library is sound. It contains a vast quantity of first-class,
primary material and it only needg to be supplemented to take its place
among the ranking Chinege libraries. The modern, secondary studles in
which 1t 1s lacking, will presumsbly for the most part not be difficult
to acquire.

Excepting modern Chinege higtory and developments, the library
virtually covers every field in which a Sinologue ie interested. Nowhere,
however, ig it complete, the principsl lack throughout being certaln
important Ts'ung-ghu. With thie reservation, 1t 1s quite strong in some
fields, such as Claseics, Philosophy and History, with the exception, for
the last-nsmed, of the history of certain particular perlode. It 1s strong
in basic worke on Geogrephy, but as stated above not so strong in loecal
historico-geographical treatises. It 1s strong in fundamental source-
meterisl on government, law and ingtitutions of o0ld Chins but, sgain, lacks
material on modern China., In Buddhism 1t 1g particulsrly strong by the
possegsion of two remarkable sgsets of very old temple-editions of the
Tripitaka, and the extremely rare Mongol Kanjur, but 1t lscks some of the
more current (Japanese) editions. It ig also strong on Taoiem,
of whiech it possesses the complete Canon. It is strong in Mathematics
and quite unrivalled in i1ts collectlion of works on Chinese Medicine. With
gomeé notable gaps 1t has a very good collection of fundamental Chinese
dietionaries and other material for the sgtudy of the language. It is
particularly rich in collections of poetry and essaye, and other forms
of literature, lacking, however, modern editions of the classical novels,
with eritical introductions. It is notable for its collection of books in
Manchu, and a very extensive collection of reproductions of stone-ingcriptions
("rubbings"). Archaeology is well represented, except again for modern
gtudies on this subject, and if the not inconsiderable, but unfortunately
un-catalogued, collection of books on painting in Professor George Rowley's
office may be counted in, the Fine Arte are not badly represented.

I have drawn up a list of roughly 850 titles of books that
should be acquired. A good many of these are Ts'ung-shu. Further
additions should be made by referring to the "Annotated Bibliography of
Selected Chinese Reference Works" which, some yeara ago, was checked by
Dr. Swann with the holdings of the Gest Library. OCharles 8. Gardner's
"Union List of Selected Chinese Books in American Libraries", and in
general the well-known Chinese bibliographies ghould serve as reference.
It is impossible to list in detall all the modern books that should be
acquired, but I have indicated here and there by reference to the Harvard-
Yenching Catalogue the type of publications I have in mind. Japanese
editione and translations of Chinese books should also not be forgotten.
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In aumming up, I would say this., The Geet Library isg already
muech more than a mere collector's library; it already contains the
essentlals for becoming a real first-clases scholar's liprary. The
expenditure needed to equip 1t as it deserves is small compared to the
sume gpent on 1t in the past. By supplementing it and msking an annual
budget available for regular additions, it could be made into a centre
of Chinese studieg, and from a sterile liability it could be transformed
into an irvaluable asset for Chinese scholarship.

Yours sgincerely,

JJIJLD:kr J. J. L. Duyvendak
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Dasar Dr., Aydelotte:

The notes I am oini to give you are personal impressions
of American schelars uorkgns n the field of Sinolegy. ¥any of them
I have known personally for several, in some ¢asas twenty, years;
others I have metl once or twice; others again I kaow only by reputa-
tion or their publicatioms. With all of them, as far as I am acquain-
ted with them, I maintain good and friendly relations. I do mot be-
lisve I have any quarrels amnd 1 have mo special axes tg grind. Never-
theless, since one camnot get away from one's own personality, there
is necessarily a personsl eguation in my remarks, which I hope you
will take into aceount. A longer zorsonnl association may have in-
fluenced me in certain cases and it 1s possibla that a closer acquain-
tance with some men would modify my opiniomn. With these rezervations
made, 1 shall go shkad,

Let me first talk about Harvard, Harvard has been very
fortunate in having secured about 20 years ago & considerable endow-
ment which has wmade 1t possible to bulld wup a strong department for
Chinese studies, Through the Harvard-Yenching Institute it was linked
up with a Chinese universzity. Hany scholarships were awarded to men
fart§¥rt?;§lgtudy in Ching and so several good men have been attracted
to B »

Profas srge Bliss¢eff, & Russian emigrant, for some
years connscted wit ne Sorbonne in Paris, was appointed director
of the Harvard-Yenching Institute, Blissdeff, after having' studiediat
the then 2t. Petershurg and in Berlin, studioé about six years at a
Japaness university; I forget whether it was inm Tokye or in Kyote.
He 13 a thoroughly competent man who naturally is primarily a Japano-
logue. He has, however, made himself sufficiemtly familiar with Sino-
logical problems and classical Chinese to hold his own. He has not
blished much. He seems a capable organizer and he has always
sisted on high standards of scholarship. His Japanese dbackground
has made him smphasize the desirability of the study of Japanese ror
all Binclogues, while as a native Russlan, he has always stressed the
faet that a knowledge of Russian is userui.

A second man at Harvard is J, §; Ware, Ware's main inter-
#st 12 in Chinese Buddhism. He did San and Tibetan, studied in
Paris, and is also acquainted with Japanese and Russian, He i2 a
auuga%mns man who unfortunately ssems to have & pestty streak In hig
character. 1 may as well say that, although I myself fortunmately

have nmo guarrels with him, he 12 universally disliked by his students
and by other Simologues in this country. He tries to make his students
think him a greater scholar tham he is and Harvard students as a rule
are not such fools that they do noet see through that, I regret to
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have to make this unfavorable comment, for personally I do not think
that Ware i» incompetent, but his attitude has caused a good deal of
unpleasantness, [ hear that some people refuse to send any further
articles to the Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, which Ware and
Blisséeflf @dit., FWaturally, I have not seen the samuscripts which they
may have rejected, and 1 cannot pass a judgment on their editorial pol-
iey. The stuff which they publish is gemerally good, but much of it
is by young Chinese scholars who have worked in the ﬁarvard-!cnehtng
Institute, Possibly Ware's unpopularity may be due to his insistence
on philological competence and in this I can only approve of his atti-
tude. Somewhat surprisingly, the Notes which Ware published on
"Chinese Texts reed at Harvard University' are not particularly good.

Up to & few years ago, a third man associated with the work
at Harvard was Charles 8. Gardger. Gardner also studied in Paris and
continued his studies in China for several years, Gardner's head is
ful} of the most varied information on Einoclogical problems, particu-
larly in the field of history and bibliography. An hour of his com-
piy is more profitable than a day of Ware's, He is the sort of man
who gets up and goes to bed with Sinological problems and if you press
a batton, it spouts out. He 13 a man of a nervous temperament and he
talks in & jJerky manner which doesn't make a good lescturer of him;
but put ome or two students, whe are really interested, mear him, and
he will be invaluable company., He will be ready to take infinite
trouble for them, belng of a trnl{ humble and unselfish character,
whose one desire is to serve stholarship. Beveral yvears ago, at the
refuest of the American Council for Learned Societies, he ¢ a sur-
vay of the holdings of Chinese bhooks and of western bocks on China in
varicus American collections, as well as a survey of iltems of inter-
est Yo Far Rastern scheolars in the various museums. These surveys
were well done and wuseful., He also published an excellent little boeok
on Uhineze Historiography which is an invaluable guide for students,
His desire for conclsomess caused him to make it a little brief. It
gould easily have been expanded into a xzﬁfnr book. Now he iz working
on & general introduction into &Sinciogy which 13 a thing that we very
much need., Unfortunately, Gardner has mever published amy work of
straight translation, He i3 a men of temperameatul diffidence, not
easily satisfied with anything he does and therefore one who doesn't
readily rinish his work, I think 1t is most unfortunste that some
years sgo, when the question of his promotion to an associate profes-
sorship ceme up, he was dropped by Harvard because he had mot pub-
lished emough. I am afraid,thatiit ' is'‘Rarvard:ithat will be the loser
and I believe that this is the general opinion among Amsrican Sino-
logues, where Gardner is rated much higher and liked much better than
Ware, who 1s regarded as a pedantic school master, Gardner himself
although he was naturally grieved by being dropped, does not camaaain
about it and says that he has only himself to blame. He is fortunately
4 man of some private means, not absolutely dependent on 2 position for
his living, but he likes teaching and the assoclation with other scho-
lars. These last few years, he has taught at the University of Peansyl-
vania to replace Derk Bodde, who was working in Washingtonm, and he has
also taught at Columbis Bniversit{ and one or two other places, He
has a house at Cambridge, and a fine private library, it really is
& shame that he is at loose ends.
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Bdwin Rejischauer is snmother man connected with the Rarvard-
Yenching Institute. He is the brother of that Helschawer who for a
short time was connected with Princeton University and was tragleslly
killed in the first Japanese attack on Shanghai., Re was born im Jepan
&3 the son of a misslonary who i3 himse«lf a scholar of some distinction.
He had his training at Harvard and in Paris and came to visit us at
Leyden for about 2 month. “Thereupon he weat %o China and TJapan where
he stayed several years. He has an equally good knowladge of the lan-
guages of both countries, nis chief imterest being the early relations
bebtween the two. During the war he served im the State Department, Iut

e 13 expected back at Harvard next Fall, He is a youn m%n of excel-~
%ant?praggse? waig iik lby evorybodi and a distine¥ gain o the staff
n

of the Harvard-Yenching Institute, fuet, I would not be surprised
if before long he should become the central figure there. His publica-
tions so far, while not very numerous, are all rirst-rate. ;

_ - In the Department of History there 13‘1;_§u_%*;;9g§§iwho has
had Chinese training end specializes in 19th century Chinese history.
While he i3 mot a 8inologue In the full sensze of the word, and kReeps
away from classical texts and classical problems, his publicationms,
always in collaboration with a Chinese scholar, have been good. They
wore distinguished by their ability to tackle problems of a techmical
nature, such as the various uses and types of Chinese official deocu-
ments and questions relating teo the usages for ftribute-bearing countries.

ach of these studles marks & real advance in our knowledge. Fadirbank,

1 believe is falthfully assisted by an equally capable wife, is at
present in China working for the UnBA or some such orgsnization.

8o much for the faculty at Harvard., Let sme now do the round
of the younger men trained there.

There is W, born in 1913 at Portland, Oregon. He
got his A, B, at Stanford, California, studied a t Oxford for two vears

and won his B, Litt, there in 1937; from 1937 to 1940, he studied at
Harvard Univeraity and received his M., A, in Far RBastern languages,
having concentrated on Chinese and Jupanese for these three years.
. Thcreugon, for two years, he held a fellowship with the Rockefeller
Foundation and frow 1939 to 1940 was at the Barvard-Ienchinmg Institute.
"ter that . he cont to work in Chine on some subject of Chinese
History o 1 'éry A. D, which will serve as & doctorts dis-
sertation. He has w wife, born Mary Clabangh, who graduated from
Vagsar and thereupon studied at the Radeliffe Graduate School of Cam-
bridge where she gained sm A. ¥, in history im 1940, During these
years she won various scholarships and prizes. Having wmarried Mr.
$right, shs went out with him to Japan and China and immersed herself
in Chinese studies. She is now prepering & doctorsl thesis from
22$§;;8 gsources on the subject of Chinese Foreign Relations from 1860

I don't believe that I have ever met either of the Wrights,
unless it was at one of my brief visits to Harvard during & previscus
stay in this country. Anyhow, I have no distinct recollection of them.
T?ty are both very well spoken of and seem tc be peopls of real pro-
mise,
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Another man of good promise 1s g;hggkjglggg%g. He came from
Dartmouth Uollege where he already began the study of Chinese with HMr,
pavid Lattimore, Owen Lattimore's father. Then he came to Harvard
where for three years he studied Chinese, Japunese, Sanskrit, Tibetan
and Russian. He went to Paris where he stayed two years, doing among other
things Nengol with Pelliot. He spent his summers in Germany learning
German and for some reason went on a trip to the Near East and Hesopo-
tamia. Thersupon, in 1938 he went to Poking where he applied himselfl
to the study of Modern Chllese and started Manchu with the Gelrman scho-
lar Walter Fuchs, He worked with & Mongol Lama, found some new Hongol
inscriptions and made an inventory of the Tibetan Kanjur which he
acguir.d for the Harverd-Yenching Institute. In 1939, he visited Japan
and in 1941 to 1942 he taught at Harvard, teaching am elementary Chinese
language course of which he seems te have scquitibed himself well. He
entered the Navy and was eventually sent out to China where he is at pre-
sent. This Autumn he is axpected beck at Harvard, where I think he will
be teaching Mongol. I don't remember ever having met him, but he is
well spoken of, except that he was described to me as a man with 2
sgmpwhat small-town provineiasl outlook, snd corresponding narrowness
of character.

 Another Barvard man is g4;34§ﬁiln§g!gg whom I met during my
recent stay at Harvard., He has en A, B, from Colorado in 1936 and an
A, W, from Harvard in 1940, where he recently acquired nis Ph, D, He
is about to go ocut to Chimm; for the Harvard-Yenching Institute, His
main interest is Chinese literature in the senss of BelleslLettres.
He is well recommended and seems a bright young fellow, He i35, of
coursge, not yet so advanced as either Cleaves or Wright, but he seems
good material, As far as 3 kKnow, he concemtrated at Harvard primarily
on Chinese, 4id also Japanese, but no other Asiatic languages.

Ry !f %gxg is an exceptionally versatile linguist. He has
an A, B, from lllineis in 1939 und an A. M. from Harvard in 1940. He
studied, more or less simultaneously, Chinese, Arabie, Turkish,
Armenian, Persian, ¥lddle-Persian, and Sogdian. I think he just got
his Ph. ﬁ. His chief interest iz the history of Central Asia. If he
supplements his linguistic equipment by the study of Mongol, Manchu,
and one or two miner languages, he will be well prepared for sueh
gtudies. T met him during my recent visit and my impreassion of the
man was favorable. ’

In the same ¢lans as these men, and perhaps above them, is
Be A. Kracke, Jr, whom 1 also met during my recent visit., Kracke
gtudied at the Harvard-Yenching Institute, was sent out to Chins and
specialized in Chinese philosophy, so-called Neo-Confucianism. He has
éuat been appointed at Chicago University te teach Chinese History.
He is a guiet, somewhat retiring, thoughtful man, who makes the impres-
sion of a real scholar. He i3 very highly esteemed by those who know
him, ?ailigg any larger publication (he had some minor articles in
the Harvard Journal), it is difficult to give an independent opinion,
ggt I have no reason to doubt that he fully deserves his good repute-
on.

£
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I have some rather incompletes information about some other
young men who studied at Harvard who were described to me as good, but
not of the same c¢lass as those discussed so far,

There is L, M, Hartmen who studied at Harvard amd in Paris,
and whose chief interest seems to be Chinese phonetics.

Farther, D, H, gg,ngaglé who studied at the Harvard-Yenmching
Institute and also studied Sanskrit.

George N, Kates studled at the Harvard-Yenching Institute and
was given a fellowship to continue his studies in China. For some rea-
son, he did not de the work that was expected of him and after some
time, he was dropped by the Institute. This seems to have soured him
and he went native. He has the reputation of being a somewhat peculiar
hermit with, however, a good deal of out-of-the-way knowledge. Recently
he came baeﬁ to this country and organized in New York an exhibition of
Chineze furniture which seems to have been guite interesting. '

A remarkable person is uyl ann who, I don't know why,
is always referred to as Ky Cammann, He originally is a Yale man and
has gone out to Yale-in-China, He has the explorerts spirit and trav-
elled widely all over China, particularly in the Southwest and the Tibe-
tan foothi}ls. I am not guite sure when he studied at Harvard, but I
know that he did have a period of study at the Harvard-Yenching Imsti-
tute which links him up with the men discussed so far. He has a special
knowledge of the region of X'un-ming in YuMnan of which during the war

he published a kind of guide book and hf is planning to make a tr%nsla-
tion of the Chinese gazelteer of that place, He was hoping to get a

fellowship at the Walter Hines Page 3chool of Intermational Relations
g§ the Johns Hopkins University to continue his studies with Owen Lat-
MOTS8 . )

EJH§*~§Q%QQLQ§ is a gradnata student of the Harvard-Ienching
Inztitute. 8 Interest is anthropology and the Indo-Chinese dialects,
about which he published some interesting studies im the Harvard Journal
for Asiatic Studies. He seems a good man., :

Coming down (in a geographical senmse) to Yale, there is George

gﬁggggxhwhg, inspite of his weight, is a most energetic man. Borm in

s China, he was partly traimed in Berlin. He 15 interested in the Chinese
language as suchand in the didactics of teaching it. He does this with
great ingenulity and push, Most of the work, however, done at Yale is
not of university caliber. 1t is chiefly the practical teaching of the
language. Some of the courses offered by Kemnedy on the contrary are
doﬁi?italy of academic standard, and he is unquestionably a competent
scholar. :

Although he is not a teacher of langusage, I should mention
in this connection David N. Rowe who is associlated with the Staff 0ffi-
cers' Bchool for Chinese Studies at Yale University. You may recall
that for some time he was connsected with the Princeton University in
the Department of Politicael Science. His interest is Chinese political
developments, but I understand that he has a competent reading and speak-
ing knowledge of modern Chinese. He is an able man of ambition and
energy and ideally suited for committee work.
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At Yale I should also mention Professor Ki 8, Latourstte !%g
has dome wuch to stimulate interest im Chinese studies although he him-
self is not a Simologue, properly speaking. His compilatery work on
Chinese history has been useful.

At Columbia University, L, C. Goodrigh iz the prineipal Tigure,
Born in China as the son of a scholarly missionary who wrote & small
dictionary that iz still in everybody's hands, he has a persomal Chin-
ese background that is of grest value, He is a capable and intelligent
man with gf’“t crgmn&xin; ab iity  His prineipal interest is the his-
tari of Chinese material cilvi 1:&519&, particu arlg whare thers are bor-
rowings from the West, His short "Histery of the Chinese People® is
exgellent and it is much more difficult than one might %nag%gn to*grita
S en BR 1S K0 NsesnP 81000 2ngORpes TRt PROVEE. 10y S RATRCARE
elasgical style nor with the text-eritical problems comnected with the
old literaturs,

. L. H, Peake, who at present is in Japan with General HacArthur,
for many years has taught modern Chinese history at Columbia. Although
hs uses Chinese texts to a certain extent, his grasp of the language has
never beeome firm and in so far as this he has been & disappointment.

At the Hartford School of Missions, there is at present Homer
gaﬂaggg. Dubs has had an interesting development. Born in China as 2
son of a missionary, he received his B. A, at Yale where he also won 8
Phi Beta Kappa key, studied theology at the Unien Theological Seminary
in New York, taking Gresk among other subjects, amnd obtaining an ®. A,
in pilosophy from Professor Dewey at Uolumbia, Thereupon he went to
Chine, studied at the Language School of Hanking to drush up his know-
ledge of spoken Chinese and to learn to read Chinese snd them wag put
in charge of 2 number of schoovls in the province of Hunan, which his
father had founded. MNot content with the mere knowledge of modern
Chinese,:hé began to read the clagsical style and on somebody's advice,
undertoeck the translation of HsWin-tze, one of the sost important ancient
Chinese philosophers. This subject was much too stiff for a beginner
who had bad wo special training in Binelogy. The work im two volumes
which he, however, completed, and on which suhsequentlg he received
his Ph. D. degree in philosophy at the University of Chicago, is there-
Yore immature and contains many mistakes. IFundamentally, however, it is
an intelligent place of work. Some years later, when the Council of
Learned Societies undertook the project of the translation of the Han
history, Dubs was invited to do this work. He then for three years
worked in the Library of Congress and completely immersed himszelf! in
Han history amd its problems, sssisted by a Chinese scholar. He emerged
from this plunge as a changed man. From the dilettant he had been, he
had become the professional, and aided no doubt by his good preparatory
education, he had got a firm grasp on matters of interpretation and
eriticism of zncient Chinese texts. Having been asked to act as a kind
of superviser of this translation of the Han history, I read all his
manusceripts and hagaspteinl opportunities to wateh this man developing.
R i O e R R N
Wang Bang, which fills a whole volume and which I have seen 1n mamusoript,
is very superior to a2 German translation of the same chapter thakt came
out ebout the same time. After his three years at the Library of Congress,
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Dubs went to Duke University where, I Dbelleve, he taught Greek philosophy
and ecould only spend part of his time on Chinese studies., Through an
inoredible act of stupldity some years ago, he was dropped dy Duke, where
nobody seems to have been intelligent enough to appreciate Dubs'! unigue
vialue 23 a Chinese ascholar, He was then appointed at Hartlord where he
wastes his time with & great deal of teaching and where he doesn't have

a proper Chinese library. In order to eke out a small stipend, he had
ho-undar%aka te&china %giother plau:a ag well gn& this gugmer he went a%l
he wa y Honolulu, nds a most unecy ; use o vars 4 man.
e B R T é!atory Ay ma Jor 1aper§§nsgggn
8inology. Dubs' work has been universally well received, HEe iz slmost
the only one of the American Sinologues who hag shown himselfl competent
in the handling of very difficult clsssical texts. Dubs is a prodigious
worker, devoted to scholarship, with a guick mind as keen as & blade and
indefatigable imdustry, HEis failing is that he is occasionslly so car-
ried away by an idea that has gripped him that he rushes into primt, but
being the soul of honesty, he never hesitates to eorrect himselfl, ﬁo is
a man of great numility and this may be the cause that he so far has nmot
besn ranked as highly a2 he deserves, but I for one know of no other Amer-
1ggnhiéaalasuu who could have done mgually well the work which he accom-
piis v

At the University of Pennsylvania, there is Derk Bedd A
studied at Harvard and then spent several years in Pek ving., In
1937 or thersabouts, he came to Leyden University where he Yook his
Ph, D, Bodde is s good man, @8 hard worker and a serious student. His
main interest is in the history of Chinese philosophyi He comes closest
to Pubs in his ability e handle old Chinese texts. I should not say
that he 12 brillient, but he is ate&dg. He has energy and enterprise
and in the few years he has been at Philadelphia, he has already suc-
ceeded in collscting 2 substantial Chinese library. -

Leaving the Bast Coast, we find Knight Biggerstalf at Cornell.
Biggerstalr{ is a Harvard man from the Uepartment of History, I think,
whose ehief interest is 19th Century Chinese history. Re is, however,
also intevested in bibliography and in collaboration with a 5h1nnso scho-
iar, he published a very useful bibliography of Chinmese refsrence works.
He sesms a wan of good promise. At Cornell, through a caricus freak of
fortuse, there is a considerable library of Western books on China and I
belleve that Biggersztalfl was given & grant by the Rookefeller Foundation
to supplement that with a small working Chinese lidrary.

In Chicago, there is %4~Q&T%xgg;. Creel also is a Harvard man
who studied for several years im Chima, specializing in Chinese archaeplogy.
He is 2 man of parts and knows 1t a little bit too well., Be committedsa
Juvenile error in & book called "Sinism,” in which he solved more or less
all the preblems of Chinese philosophy, but his subsequent publications
have gone Tar to make us forget that immature work. ¢ does, however,

not always know how to draw the line between "what he knows and what he
doesn't know, which is wisdow®, if I may qvote an adage from Confucius,

and this quaiiby mars a book lika the "Hirth of China® which in other res-
pects is excellent, I have some doubts whether he is a good philologist,
and his tome is too voeksure to always inspire one with confidence,
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- On the West Coast the University of California has developed
& Chinese center. BSome years befaove the war, the Cerman schaluri‘zgﬁgi—
n

eﬁngggggglgg who was curator at the museum of Ethmology in Berl
ho was 8 well-known gpecialist in Lemalism, was invited to Berkeley.

Poter A, Boodberg, the son-of & White Russian (eneral, who as
a youth had come to this country and had studied at the University of
Californis, was made Professor of Chinese. Boodberg is s man with an
original and interesting mind. He never had the opportunity of study-
ing personally under the grest masters and developed somewhat the char-
acteristics of the auto-didactic schelar, He i3 a 1ittle wild and er-
ratic, but somehow or other, he has acguired a great deal of unuasumal
knowledge., His interest 1s partly linguistic and partly historieal,
coataring on the sarly Chinese relations with the Turco-Tartar tridbes.

speceads in checking nis t c&l Bussian tendency to be extreme
ﬁ!, r8ories, he wi i ge abloy do sxcellient wmrk.y

ham, i3 also of Celiformie. OSome years ago,
{ssertation desling with the estadblis it

of the I'ang dynazty. He is & guiet and camgcﬁant man who way go far.

At the University of California, J fhea C, Blue took her
Ph., D. in Chinese. I understand that her interast is early Chinese
sconomic history. The dissertation has mot been printed vet.

I think that the Oerman scholar, 0, Ma ﬁaiuhyglﬂ R0
b sent i2 also at the University of California. His i nterest seems
' to be in Central Asiatic problems. I don't know vary much about his
linguistic equipment, but he does handle Chinese.

At the University of Washington in Oregon, |
teaches modern Chinese histery. He i3 a man who also uses naacrn Chin-~
@se sources, A dozen years or so ago, when he was Uhina, he pub-
Jianad & good monogreph om the Taiopling redellies (1651 S5 166%), R#.
Taylor is now assisted by Franz Michael about whom, unfortunately, 1
know very littls.

: R, Prite teaches modern Chinese history at Wayne
University in ﬁetroif. ﬁe nandles modern Chinese historical material
to a certain extent and published two monographs on the mission to
China of the Barl of Macartney at the end of the 18th century. He was

& Bhodes 8Soholar.

In Canada, at Toronto, thare 1s a centar for Chinese studies
at the Hoyal Ontario Museum. g;%%gg_¥$3g4_¥§;§% has sssembled there a
very interestimg collection for study of Chinese archaeology. Bishop
¥hite published & series of monographs which are interesting for their

archaeological materisl, but otherwise frequently somewhat hasty and weak.
He i3 not & competent philologist.

for Chinese stadles. FRf< %3 Ho'ciPRAASIE0, “Wnd Studiad at Tng University

of California, He seems to be chiefly eonnornod with Art prablens, bat
he uses Chinese sources. I have no way of Judging his competence, for
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g0 far mo important publicstions of his have come te my notice.

Raturning to the United Btates, & few vurda should be said about
the men u@rkint in Washington, . C. Dr, Arthur A, Hungel is Chie{ of the
Division of Orientalis at the Library of Congress, fe has been able to
build up a first-class Chinese collection. Hummel's Ansual Notes on new
additions to that collection are always very interesting and worthwhile,
He i3 also Keenly interested in problems of blography amd under his editorship,
during the war, a two-volume work was published *Eminent Chigese of ths
Hanchu Perioed"., This was & collaborative enterprise, but to Hummel falls
the sredit of orgsnising and editing this splendid pioea of work. Hummel
always stressed the importancs for foreign scholars to teke motics of the
ariticsl work done by modern Chiness scheolars. He himsel! 12 perhaps mot

& brilliant msaa, but thorgughlx competent in the work whieh he doe: and a
smental honestyrestraing nim from attempting things beyond his pawnr.

Librury 6%9893g;:s ':gg §3§§g:§fé£‘ hﬁ%ﬁx“feu??éi“E“”Geiun%&i‘ﬁ%&r.rﬁ?ty :

with Goedrich and myself amd is really primarily interested in Simclogy.
During the war circumstances caused him to devots his energies to the
sbudy of Jspanase. Whem he was asited to undertake his work at the

re Library, he comsented somewhat reluctantly. He has now asked for
a year's leave @f abzence which he hopes to devote to the study of a pro-
blem of 19th Century Chinese history, basing himself entirely on Chinesse
sources,. Beal is aafeod and sarnest student, tat he still hasd =& good
way to go, as he realizes himsell,

At the Preer Gallery, the tradition has happily bdeen oatahllshcd
that there should be a staff with sound linguistic equipment. .
_!{W, who succeeded the late Mr. Lodge as Director of the Huseum, ﬂ.
ied in Paris and later continusd his studies for many yeavrs in Japan and
China., Mr. Lodge was alwaye very careful that his young men should not
rash into immature publications. Mr. Wenley therefore so far haes not pub-
1ished mach, He strikes one, however, as & competent person. He is now
working on a publication about Chinese bronszes.

i ghn A, Popg, at present alse at the gallery, studied st
Barvard snd was in China and Jspan ror s considerable ti’ﬁ- I beiievs
that he slso studied in Paris. He praﬁ’bly is algo a thoroughly compe-
tent and able man, v 3

The third Sincleogue on the staff is liélzagjkhjmmum‘ After he
graduated as & B. A. at Harvard, he went to Leyden Univarsity to study

with me, thentwgsraqnt gut to ghinanﬁ o :n :hnre he sta egiubaut Five
ears ust before the war he we a o Leyden s Pt
BETEEY . i ? Chinese and LT 1z¢cqu:gliigaod aué ge

awla )
has also doae sanskrft, Tibetan and Pers an, He i3 errs absent~
minded and unpraetical , mt absclutely devoted to his subjnct, the hiahary
of chincse painting. ﬁe is a2 great hand at Chinese calligraphy.

Talking about scholars of Chiness art, I should also mention
%nggﬁ%g@g;, who teaches Chinese art at Bryn Mawe, Soper studied att at
rinceton and Chinese st Columbia University where I Rnew him several
yesrs ago and then wenit out to the Far nast. During the war, he was in

the Army doing language work. He is now transliating one of the early
Chinese treatises on painting. He is & very bright, sager smd promising
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b At Princeton University, ﬁggrig ggw;gg has for many years been
devoting part of his time te the teaching of Chinease art, partieularly

painting. He deesn't read Chinese snd ip acutely aware of this deficlency.

He elaims, however, that through his study of styles, he has ﬁaincd a\gaw
approaah to the subjeet and he has the sense to make wuse of Chinese help

grevear he can get How valuable his liati roach 1s will be
?ar others to su%. éa far, he has puhlishagyvary fitgy &, but he is now

working on a catalogue in which he plans to develop his theories.

There are still a good many people whose names should be nen»
tioned in connection with Chimese studies. There 1is Q4_3,134“§§ggg,
fwedish scholar of the French School, who is an archaeoclogist. He con-
dueted soms important excavations in Indo-Chima. He is mow in this coun-
try working, 1 believe, with the B8tate Department.

‘ Swen Lattimore is too well-known o need much comment. He 18 now
Director of the Walter Hines Page School of Imternationsl Relations at
Johns Hopkins University. His specialtiy 4scthe Hongols, and his many
publications on that subject are important.

There ia xaz§4~§3§§§_gg;'whe is now directing a projeet located
at Columbla Universi for the study of Chinese Institutions. ttroge
is chiefly an ec@nanist by training. How good & Sinolegue he iz nobedy
knowe, He 13 & promoter and organizer.

Esson M, Gale, after a long career in the Salt Inspscterats,
taﬂght Chinese for Some years at the University of California, took his
dostor's degree at Leyden, and then went back to China as General Secre-
tary of the Salt Inspectorate., He was &t that time aeditor of the Journal
of the Borth China Braneh of the Eoyal Asiatie Soelety. In recent years,
he doesn't seem to have gountinued hils studies and he now has some aﬁalnis¢
trative position at ths University of ¥ichigsn.,

W, ¥, gmﬁﬁwer is conngctéd with the Northwestern University,
i believe, He published 2 book dealing with the problems of Central Asia.
He is an Englishman who several years ago got into trouble with the Govern-
ment because of an illegal Journesy into Tibet., He doesn't strike one as
veing guite reliable amd although he must havs some Xnowledge of Chinesa,

I hardly think he uses Chinese sources extensively.

At Oberlin Tollege there is C, H. Hamilion who 1s a student of
Buddhism. He was commected with missionary work in China and some years
ago he published a translation of a Chinese Buddhistic philosophical trea-
tise, inguistically this tramslation did not come up to standard, although
the author did prove himself a serious student of Buddhist philosephy.

ge K, $%gzggg, a f'ormer missionary in China, and now, I think,
rector of z smell Episcopal church in one of the suburbs of Philadelphis,
published a number of books that had some value, but in spite of Chinese
alp, showed inadequate philologieal training. Adverse personal circum-
stagge: ssem to have discouraged him so that he no longer continmues his
studies,

Hoswell 3., Britton is a teacher of mathematies at Wew Tork Uni-
versity. UNsarly 15 vears ago he received his doctor's degree at Colusbia
University on an excellent monograph on the developuent of the Chinese

i R
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periodical press, Since that time he haz switched hisz interest to the study
of the earliest Chinese characters on the bone fragments. He is one of the
few waatern scholars specializing in this fileld, &y feeling iz, although
this is not my sublect, that his general mental eguipment for such work is
mediccre, hut that he is guite good on the taechnical side of this sort of

study.

A young man, who received his Ph, D, at Columbia University, is
Ce B, Wilbur, traineé in anthropology end Chinese. His doetor's disserta-
tion on Slavery during the Han Dynasty i3 exceptionazlly good. He was
appointed curater at the Fleld Musasum in Chicago. During the war he was
employed by the Stats Department and his interest was diverted to modarn
probless. I understand that he ha2 more or less givenm up his earlisr pur-
sults. I regret this development, for I thought thet he was & man of good
possibilities in the field of more classical studies.

C. B, Saggon& is comnected with mission work in Chinma and jfust
bef'ore the war he took his Ph, D. degree at Uolumbia University. He trans-
lated part of the same difficult chapter of Wang-Mang which Dubs had bheen
working on, FKor 2 begimmer this was 2 breskneck performance and not really
8 sultable sublect, which he had undertaken in China at somebody's advice,
Given these difficulties, Sargent acquitted himself as well 2s could reason-
ably be expected. He was & man of willingness and industry, and if his
tig;lis not entirely swallowed up by his mission work, he may yet become a
ac T

‘RBdehard Ilrwin is a nice young fellow who studied at Oberlin and
at Columbis University. He then went out to China on some fellowship and
planced to take up for his doctor's dissertation the study of onme of the
most important wodern Chiness novellsts. During the war he was in a con-
centration camp and so naturally his studles were delayed. When he worked
with me im 1939 at Columbia, he struck me as 3 young man of good promise,

gglgg_gggggg iz a woman of frormidable energy and enterprise, who
wandered through China and Japan studying Buddhist iconography. She pub-
lished some good articles on this subject. Her character is angular snd
difficult, but she is passionately devoted to her subject, and personally
verl grutaful for a little sncouragement. Bhe recently wemt to Japam teo
work Tor General MaciArthur,

gg;ggaimgﬁ% studied Chinese and Japanese at Columbia Univerazity
and did exceptionally well, His master's thesis, that was published, deal-
ing with the problem of & Translators! Buresu in China was of good quality.
I think he 15 vow in China in the services.

is a brilliant young Canadian at present representing
his country in the Far Bastera Commission. 1 think he is & Harvard man
and he is more & Jepanologue than a Sinclogue, but during & visit he paild
?n at Princeton some time ago, I could see that he is no stranger im Sino-
08V . '

D, von den Stelnen is 2 Uerman e:putriate who studied Chinese in
Germany and llved several years in Peking teaching German, His interest
is in ancient Chinese poetry, about which he published some articles that
wmake a good impression. During the war he was connected with the Ravy's
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rogram of teaehinf Chinese and is now in Washinglton, still in the Navy, I

elleve, but teaching German again. He 1s very anxious to rind soms position
in which he could devete more of his time to Chinese studies., He is a oul-
tured, scholarly, aristoerat of whom, when I recently met him in Washington,
4 reaeivaé & very favorable impression.

: a8 ahall not unnecessarily prolong this catalogus by the mention of
the mere name:z of some younger men whom I do not know personally and whom I
have only hesrd mentioned, mnor do 1 speak of the many who &t one time or
another began the study of Chinese bt gave 1t up. T am afraid thet there
are already too wany names, and evem 50, I may inadvertemtly have left out
some that I should have mentioned. 1In glaneing over thies list you will per-
gelve that the mumber of real Sinologues is small and thet the best smong
them have been carefully nurtured during = period of years long alfter their
normal scademie work was finished. In other cases, their development was
eut short because of the lack of oppertunity for further traiming.

o The pieture which 1s thus presented is disappointing and hopeful
both, It is éisapgnintiug hecause thers has been a good deal of wasted,
ill-directed effort, helf-beked result:, missed opportunities. Why, of the
fifty or more peaple here listed, do there seem to he so few who have deve-
lapﬁﬁ or are developing inte full-fledged Einologues? Simply begause of
insufficient philclopicaltrain « In a thoroughly litersry culture like
thw Chinese, philalwgy is the anlg scunﬁ hasis for scholarly work, muech in

the sama way as § ga% the study of a&eat %ramee. Unf rtunate%y thz
p{&y&ra ory tr@in n average mer can student a5 a rale i3 no -
ogleal; those wh@ are wall grounded in their Gresk and Latin cldsziaa, for

example, are exiremely rare, In approsching s civilization of the same
husanistic charscter in Uhina they are up against something that most of

. them find hard to master. Not only are they confronted with the difficul-
ties of the clussical language (much greater than those of Gresk), but they
are also baffled by problems of historical and text-eriticism of the same
type and complexity as those with Which theologiens end classical scholars
are famlliar. That is why so many of those who spend 2z good deal of time
and effort in the study of Chinese remain on the outer fringe; they never
brask through into the inner sanctum. Their study at the university begins
late and 1s almost invariadbly too short, amnd thelr work inm Chima, if they
are lucky emough to go there, is freguently not well directed, so they never
get anywhers and never mature as scholars.

This is, however, another side of the pleture. It is very hopeful
that there i3 now 3 new generation of young men who have had better train-
ing. Talent is mot lacking; it is still more training they want, If we
cannot alter thelr preparatory schooling, we ean furnish the oppertunity
for sound philological training in Sinology. Harvard and other institu-
tiens are alrasady trying to supply this need Ly schelarships, but what
they are dolmg cen never be enoughi, This cetalogue illustrates better
than anything I could say the need for a nurture-ground of Sinologues, such
as I suggested in an esrlier memorandum, that should be developed arcund the
Gest Libreary, and abolish the fatsl habit of relying on & Chinese assistant.
This nurture-ground can be opened tomorrow, I belleve that among the names
listed there are some of men who might be available right now to start this
work. It would be an incaleculable service to scholarship.

Yours sinecerely,
JILD gy J. J. L. Duyvendak

w3k
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GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY Facilities
Letter from Hendell to Gerould, Feb. 28, 1936,
regarding the Gest Library.
Filed in Vertical file under "G" for Gest Library.

Gest Oriental Library-~Vault file, Corresp. with Dr. Gerould
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HeGill University
Hontreal

Febrvary 28, 1936

Dr. James Thayer Gerould
Princeton University

The Library

Princeton, . J.

Dear lr. Gerould:

I have had to delay snswering yowr letter of the 2lst beosuse
I have not kmown what it might be permissible for me to tell concerning
the Cest Chinese Library. Our Prinsipel hes been away since the arrival
of your letters Our own commitbee has been awaiting some “ouwe" from him
on this matter before attempting the formulation of its recommendations,
We expect to have o coamplete report ready in twe woeks, end them, porhaps,
will wait another week before kuwowing what the final decisions will be,
on all counte.

The Gest Library has to be considered from two points of view

m m, because it has an educablonal and library value and also a finencial

“t is this latter aspect which presents owr problem, Ve recognize
um: such a library is o valuable asset for the distant future, at a tine
when, perhaps, a depurtment of Chinese studies might apgrin be esteblished
heres But ot the moment, from the point of view of my committee, its
presence here, divorced from any research or educational use, iz a burden
because it tukes spaoe which is very waluable to us. Ve have come te no
deeision. Iy guess is that we shall say it is a valuable long-run asset;
but that we want it put in storage, if kept at 2ll, I do not Imow whether
leGill would "bid" wp anyone who offered %o bwy it - and it may be leGill
would be glad to got the price offereds I am somewhut tied here because
I know something of the finaneial arranrements between lir. Gest and the
University end do not know how much I am «t liberty to discuss « thut is
why 1 should want to consult the Prineipal before replying to you. However,
he has not returned, and will not be here until the beginning of next weeck,
Yy answer must thue be unsetisfactory.

But T should say tiis: if you have any means of obtaining the
library from MeGill, and if you want it, go shead. It will forece a deecision.

Lside from the problems of library space and administration I
would regard the Gest Library ss an important acquisition to the sollection
of any University, frem all the evidence I haves I shall be glad to tell
you more when I can on this subjects I owe you a great deal of assictance
in return for what you have rendered us.

Yours sincerely,

(5igned) C. We Hendel
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GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY Facilities

Conference on Gest Library, I. A. S. members and Princeton
Bicentennial Conference members.
See Vertical file "g" for Gest Library.

Gest Oriental Library, Vault vile, Committee file
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVARCED STUDY
Conference on Gest Library
4 koril 1947

1. Dr. Aydelotte introdusing Dr. Pulton as chaimman
2, I'r. Pulton - Purpose of the o nference

3. Appraisal of Gest Iibrary - Dr. Duyvendsk and Miss Swann
4. Gensral discussion by meambers of the conference

From the Institute for Advanced Study

Pr. Frank Aydelotts
Dr. Jon 7. Falton
Dr. ¥arston Horse
Pr. Brdin "anofsky
Dr. Winfleld Riefler
Nr. Nichasl SZchaap
Dr. Banay lee Swamn
Dr. Oswald Vebien

From bhe Princeton Blcentennial Conferunce

Dr. Enight Bigegerstalfl
Dr. Derk Bodde

¥r. Julian Toyd

¥r, Helang-Tung Cheang
Dr. d. J. L Duyvendak
Pr. J. K. Fairbenk
Ur, Charles 3. Cardiner
¥r, lortimer Graves
Ir. Be R. Hughes

Pr, Arthur W, Hussel
br. George i. Keunedy
Mr. Nichael Lindsay
Dr. Osen lattimore

Ir, Georgs Rowley

ir, K. Ao Wittfogel
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GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY Facilities
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
SWANN, NANCY IEE Biograpvhical

See correspondence between 1947-19,9 regarding the Gest
Oriental Library filed in Vertical File under "G" for Gest
Oriental Library.

D File, Gest Library - Transfer



Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, G
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

George A. Brakeley
Vice-Presidnet and Treasurer

October 26, 1949

Dear Mr, Bradley:

As the result of your question, we have
re-examined the insurance coverage on the Gest
Library and it has been increased to $136,000
which brings it up to the value at which the
collection was appraised,

Very sincerely,

(Signed) George A Brakeley

Mre William Bradley
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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PRINCETON UNIVELRSITY
Princeton, HNew Jersey

George A. Brakeley
Vice~President and Treasurer October 14, 1949

Dear Mr. Bradley:

The Gest Collection is insured for §75,000 under cur
blanket fine arts policy. If there is any loss tiis would be
paid to Princeton University by the insurance carrlers and the
University would thea pay over to the Institute the swm received
in recognition of the Ianstitute's continued ownership of the

Gollectlica.
I trust this wili be satlsiactory assurance for your
racerds.
Slneerely yours;
My, #illiam Eredley, ' {5igned) George A. Brakeley

Institute for Advanced Study
Frinceton. He. Jersey
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Princeton, New Jersey

June 9th, 1948

Dear Pr. Cppenheimer:

I have your letter of June lst, informing us
that the transfer of the Gest Oriental Library will be
complheted by July lst, 1948, We are grateful for
your generous coopération in this matter, Ve anticipate
that we will be sble to make valuable use of the Library
and, as + have told you, we have no desire to be a dog
in the manger regarding 1%. Should it turn out later that
we do not succeed in this ambition we ghould not want to

hold it here againet more legitimate claime elsewhere,
Faithfully yours,
Harold W, Dodds

Dr, Robert Oppenheimer,
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, H, J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 4, 1948
My, Julian B Librarian
FRINGETON UNTYERSTTY /]
Prinegeton, New Jerssy '
i
Dear Mr, Boya: '
Cur Trustees have requepted fellowing

clause be inserted in the insurg ey covering items

Would y¢u be k enough to have thils clause in-

gserted at the time urance is renewed.

Very truly yours,

William Bradley
General Superintendent
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 1, 1948

Dear President Dodds:

Many months ago we ggreed that with the com-
pletion of the Firestone Library the Gest Oridgtel Library
would be transferred. I am now inf g transfer will
be completed by July 1, 1948.

you that and again to
nd under its new ausplces

express the hope that in its rew
ntribution.

the Best Library will make

Sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer
Director

Pregident Harold Willis Dodds
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

RO: EWL
Copy-Mr. Bradley
Dr. Swann
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
THE LIBRARY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

May 19, 1948

Mr. William Bradley

General Superintendent

The Institute For Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Bradley:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of yo r of May
18 advising that the Institute for Advanced
Gest Oriental Library to Princeton University

y Jadex, and that your

gces, curios and works
I also acknowledge
he> Catalogue of the

bindings, listed in the Gest Oriental Likre
inventory of the Gest collection of musww
of art is enclosed in your letter :

receipt of the accompanying tit
Gest Oriental Librarye.

I also note and ac llowing terms of the
agreementy that the Insik 8 fo od Study will give to the
University all of the lim¥ used for bookshelvesy that Princeton
University will assume [tk ahding obligations for bookbinding
costs of approximately \ Bt the insurance presently warried by

that the bond covering tho ects of art and curios will be transferred

to the University as of June 30th,

We are prepared to assume the above obligations as of
June 30th and I shall appreciate it if you will complete the transfer
by an exchange of notes between Dr. Oppenheimer and President Dodds,

Cordially yours,

Julian P. Boyd

Copy to: President Dodds
¥re BX'lkﬁly
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

ey 18, 1948

lir, Julian Boyd, Librarian,
Princeton University,
Princeton, N.d.

Dear lNr. Boyd:

Confirming our conversation of one wee
that the Institute for Advanced Study will transfer
Princeton University on June 30, 1948,

The library consists of some 10€99

g0 please be advised
b Gest Library to

listed on attached inventéry.

Ag per our agreemen
to the University all of the lugb sed for book shelves, and Princeton
University will assume the outs\es ¢ igation for book binding costs of
approximately $200.00, ,

The Insur tly carried by the Institute for Advanced
Study, a fine arts poli with the Insurance Company of HNorth-America
in the amount of §135,980,00 expires on July 16, 1948, The Institute will trans-
fer this policy to the University on June 30, 1948 and will discontinue this
coverage at the termination date of the policy.

The objects of art and curios in the Gest collection were placed
under bond by the collector of customs, United States Treasury Department at the
time the library was brought into the United States, in lieu of duty payment on
these objects, The bond has been paid for by the Institute and is perpetuals.
Will advise our insurance agent so that the bond may be transferred to the
Uniioraity as of June 30, 1948,

If possible would like to be in complete agreement with you, so
that the library transfer can be accoﬁplishod by a brief note from our Director
to President Dodds on the designated date,

Very truly yours,

William Bradley
General Superintendent.

WE/gdem
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cCoFrY

Office of the President
Prineeton University
Princeton, ¥, J,
Janvary 15, 1940

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Hany thanks for your letter transmitting the sense of your
Trustees in rospect to continuing the Oest Library at Princeton, We
phare yvour congern that the library be used by scholars, and our
reluctance to see it depart at this time grows Iram the fact that we
will be able to Justify its remaining here,

e are prepared to house the library in our new building.
We note that when the physical transfer of the duties as curator,

For your understanding position in this matter, wo are
very grateful .

Yours sincerely,
(s) Harold W, Dodds

Drs Bobert Oppenheimer, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Pringston, M. Js,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR Jammry 9, 191&8

Dear President Dodds:

Some weeks ago you told me of the desires of Frinceton Univer-
sity for the future of the Cest Library. I have discussed this with the
Trustess of the Institute for Advanced Study. They have asked that I
write to you of ocur own plans,

The Institute does not expect to establish a school of Ghiness
studies, We cannot then look f{orward to making effegtive use of the
Gest Library. The Trustees desired especially that I express their
concern that the library should be used by scholars who derive benefit
from it since, as you know, there are few comparable collections in this

country.

The Institute for Advanced Study will be glad to have the
Gest Iibrary housed in the new library building on the campus of
Princeton University; this was, I believe, anticipated when the building
was planned, When the time comes for the physieal transfer of the
library, the Institute would expect to release Dr. Swann from her duties
as curater.

May I add my personal hope that your plans for the future of
the Cest Library will prosper.

With every good wish,

Robert Oppenheimer

Harold W, Dodds, President
Princeton University
Prineston, N, ¥.

Note: I have discussed the substance of this letter with Mr, Boyd.



Beatricd Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, G
Ffom the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

REPORT CONCERNWING THE GEST LIBRARY
The Committee on the Gest Library has carefully studied the
problem of its future and in its considered judgment there are three
alternatives thet might be followed:

1. That the Library be kept in the Princeton area under joint
support from Princeton University and the Institute for Advaneced
Study.

If this course were followed, the Committee is of the opinion
that e definite obligation is involved of creating an sective school
of Far Bastern studies so that the Library will become a center of
productive scholarship.

2. That the Library be sold to an institution having e flowr-
ishing school of Far Eastern studies since the Institute is not
at yru-nt in a position to finance such an undertaking.

This elternative is of cowrse contingent on the willingness
of Princeton University to abandon its olaim to the Library.

8. That the Institute of Advenced Study transfer the Library
to Princeton University without cherge and without prejudice to
its future.

This alternative would appear te be mandatory if Frineceton is
wnwilling to ebanden its olaim bo the Library. The original terms
of the gift were as follows:
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HESULVED +that the sum of Sixty-two thousand five hundred dollars

RF 36107 (§62,800), or as much thereof as may be necessary, be,
and it is hereby, appropristed to the Institute far
Advenced Study, Princeton, New Jersey, towards the cost
of the purchase by the Institute of the Gest Chinese
Research Librery, upon conditions thet the Institute
secure from other soureces the balance of such cost and
at least half thereof, and upon the further condition
that the eollection if purchased remain at Princeton
University. [25 June 1986]

Preliminary negotiations with Fresident Dodds seem to indiocate
that Princeton is not disposed to release the collection. If this turns
out to be the consensus of the University, the Committee believes that

alternative 3 should be soted upon.

Jd. F. Pulton, Chairmen
Viilmarth 5. Lewis
Hichael Scheap

DEC 1.6 1947
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GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY BFacilities
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Rektions WOAI
SWANN, NANCY LEE Biographical

Nancy Lee Swann, Curator, The Gest Oriental Library,
to Oppenheimer, Becember 22, 1947. e ?;fiilﬁjﬁi?
it best not to send to Dr. Stevens
ith him on Friday next either
reports on the Gest Library or a
d you not have available at the
t material and/or an outline
s the enclosed?

" Although y
prior to your convers
coples of Dr. Duyvendak
copy of my suggestio
time of your conve

for a basis of difgcussion such

"Among those in the field of Far Eastern Studies there
is such a general desire to have something definite done that
I venture to suggest that we try very hard to get serious
consideration of a plan for his help before he leaves for the
west the first of January, although of course no final de-
cision could come that quickly. You have your Executive
Committee or the Gest Library Committee to consult, and he has
his committees.,

"It would be much more of nationwide appeal, it seems to
me, 1f the Library is located out in a building with the major
activities of The Institute rather than in Princeton University
Library where there is the emphasis on college work in a local
university rather than in postdoctoral studies the scholars of
which are to be drawn from any and all university centers.

"If you could get Dr., Stevens to help, then perhaps if
your committees are willing, we could get the assistance of the
Far Eastern Committee of the American Council of Learned Societies
to help in an approach to other institutions for additional hep,
provided there are not those on the Board of Trustees who could
make considerable contributions, or seek such contributions from
either other institutions or from individuals.

"May we try?"
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PROPOSED PIANS WITH REFERENCE TO THE GEST LIBRARY

(A) That in spite of the decision at this time not to establish

a School for Chinese Studies, cannot appeals be made to the General
Board of Education and other institutions that help be given for
inviting scholers to pursue their own individual studies, having
perhaps as many as six on a permanent basis, with each cooperating
with the Curator of the Library in developing phases of neglected
fields in the facilities of the Library.

(B) That in any such plan the cooperation of Princeton University
be sought with an especial appeal for the Gest Library to be
housed in a new unit for activities joining Fuld Hall rather than
in the proposed quarters in Princeton University Library's new
building now uncer construction on the University campus.

(C) That in view of a lapse of time required for planning and
erecting a building certain activities be begun at once in the
present basement quarters of the Gest Library.

Under (A) it is my opinion that unless The Institute which owns the
Library undertakes post-doctoral activities, it may well mean

that there never will be a center in America for such activities.
Universitises can be expected to carry nothing beyond postgraduate
activities, and U.S.A. national educational policies do not now

point to such activities being established in the Library of Congress.

That in view of the necessity of having persons of
established scholarship in the field those herein suggested for
immediate consideration would require a status of permanent
membership (with the privilege of resignation) with remunerations
comparable to their present salaries.

That in addition to a small staff, perhaps two only, of
Chinese for the routine work of the Library at least one Chinese
scholar be invited either on a permanent basis or a long period of
residence to work with the group d American permanent members,

That if possible The Institute set aside annual revenues for
at least to the amount of $30,000.00 for the Gest Library, and ap-
peal to the General Board of Education of Rockefeller Foundation
for an endowment to make possible a comparable amount annually, as
well as, if Princeton University will agree to the housing of the
Library in the proposed building of its own, to seek another milliion
from other sources to give the Library what would be an endowment
of three million.
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(B) That in something of a compensation to Princeton for the long
preparation to house the Gest Library there would always, if the
above funds are made available, be one permanent membership open to
her choice of a scholar to work with the Far Eastern books and
objects in Princeton Art Museum.

That there will be a continuation of the handling and
housing of such Chinese-Japanese books by the staff of the Gest
Library as has been attempted in the present arrangement at 20
Nassau, where the Curator has had to go it pretty much alone, as
well as the cooperatien in accession of holdings in western
languageso.

(C) That at once, this spring in some cases, there shall be invi-
tations extended certain scholars to come for work in the present
quarters of the Gest Library: (see Duyvendak's list)
l.Dr. C.S.Gardner, now visiting associate professor at Yale, for
work on bibliography, and the completion of the Catalog of Rare
Books the material for which was prepared by Professor WANG
Chung-min; Chinese edition and English survey thereof.
2.Dr.Rhea Blue, now with the servies in Washington, for comple-
tion and publication of a study of the economic treatise in
China's dynastic histories following the Han treatise, a study of
which by Swann is being published.
3. Dr, Derk Bodde, associate professor at Penn, now translating
FENG Yu=-lan's history of Chinese philosophy.
L. If Princeton agrees to above plan for housing the collection,
Dr., Alexander Soper iii for Far Eastern art, if Princeton's choice
(his proficienty in handling Japanese material would be helpful).
/5. Dro.Tung Yiu (YU T'ung), now a member of The Institute, and part
. time instructor of Chinese language courses in Princeton Universi ty,
as a Chinese scholar to be associated with the group.
6. A Chinese librarian
7. A craftswoman for the care and upkeep of the books: Miss Helen
Skillman has had nearly five years part time in the Gest Library.
She 1s now with her family in Philadelphia.

Until oné of the above group, or some ofe else, is invited
to become Acting Curator, or Curator, for the immediate present
for the sake of continuity in the development of the Library
routine may the Curator Emeritus carry on a bit. There are at
least three rather unpleasant jobs that she would like to have
completed while she is still in charge.

Submit ted,
/s/ Nancy Lee Swann

Nancy Lee Swann, Curator

N.B. Under the Fullbright Bill we might be able to get a partial
grant for the that portion of the salaries the Chinese
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appointees wish to spend in Chinese dollars; arrangeménts
might be made with Fenn if Bodde would continue one course there;
the same seems possible with Bryne Mawr in case of Soper. NLS
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December 2, 1947

Dr. Jllhl ¥. mt”

Yale University School of Medlcine
133 Cedar Strest

Hew Haven 11, Connecticut

Uear Dr. Fultont

Podds came to se0 we o fow days ago. He had heard rumors from
lev Haven that Yale hoped %o secquire the Gest Library. He ¢1d not like
these rumors. He sald that it wae the intention of Princeton UAkversity to
ksep the Library. Although 4t wae true that for the last ten years they
had found themselves unable to meke uwe of it, they would like snother ten

years to try.

After thie T looked through some of the enormous file. Ais you
know, the Institute paid out of 1ts own funds about one-half the cost of
sequiring the Library. The other half ceme from a subvention of the
Rockefeller Foundation to the Inetitute (mst the University). Thie subven-
tion was made conditionnl, and spparently the conditions were aceepted by
wes that the Library would remein “at Princeton University®. Thae we are
fall owners of the Gest Library, but our ownership is conditional on leav-
ing 1t at Princeton University.

It seomed to me that you should be awnre of these circumstances
in oressating your report te the Trustees. I may add that they lesve me
speechlasg,

With all warm good wishes,
Yours einceraely,

Hobert Oppenheimer

D 11
Copy: Mr. Manss e
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SWANN, NANCY &EE Biographical

Letter from Nancy Lee Swann to Dr. Oppenheimer, 10/14/49,
regarding the physical arrangement in the shdving of the
Gest books being unsatisfactory.

Filed in Ehrzmsimgxizakx Vertical File under G for Gest Library.

Gest Oriental Library, Vault files, Swann
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October 1L, 1949

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

The physical arrangement in the shelving of the Gest books
is very unsatisfactory - one might say chaotic. Every effort possible
was made by the unskilled movers to place the Gest material relatively
in the order in which they found it. It had been my understanding until
June first, 1948, that the Institute would continue in charge until the
Gest books were in the new quarters. I was never shown those quarters,
nor told of the fact that they had been reduced in size, and without
special provision for certain items, Princeton Industrial Section in the
Firestone b'ld'g. is even using the glass door cabinets expecially built
in Canada for the Gest K'ang-hsi encyclopedia, while that encyclopedia -
still in cartons for moving from Montreal in 1936 - lies on the floor
between stacks on which other books are shelved, making both groups in-
accessible,

From the time I learned June first that the Jest Library would be
turned over and its curator released July first, 1948, until the last book -
except at hours when movers over whom I had no charge were on hand - was
taken from 20 Nassau, I worked feverishly day and night to mark and identify
material for placement in new quarters, that is, until the end of August,
1948, The result as now seen in the Gest Library quarters is appalling =
no scholar however qualified he (or she) may be could work in that Library
even if Princeton had reserved any space whatsoever for such a scholar =
and I assure you, there is noned

Now all this chaos is not wholly due to inexperience on the part
of Princeton staff, and to lack of facilities., The quarters at 20 Nassau were so
crowded, and staff at times reduced to the curator aleone that certain aims
could never be fulfilled. Since The Institute holds title to the Gest Library,
would it not be possible for arrangements to be made for me to get the books
in the order I outlined? If I could have even a month with some Princeton
staff member, even a janitor for the heavy work, some improvements could
be made,

If I could have somewhat longer time by returning in the spring
when I might have part time assistance of my former colleague, Dr., Yiu
Tung, a girl with experience in the Gest Library now in Princeton Library
Bindery, and a Chinese student who is somewhat of a calligraphist perhaps
the estimated unlabelled 5000 blue cloth cases containing almost a half
of the volumes of the Library would be labelled. Then scholars could locate
titles without use of the call numbers upon which now they must depend.

All thus probably sounds like a terrible muddle, perhaps worse than
some atomic problem, but the situation can be improved somewhat., As it is now
it is heartbreaking to one who has given twenty years in service and believes
so firmly in research in the field of human relationship in the history of
China for the world of today.

Very sincerely,
Permanent address: (s) Nancy Lee Swann
1903 N. Raynor Street #l1 Battle Road
El Paso, Texas Princeton Telephone: L2l
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GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY FACILITIES

Matelpial concerning the Gest Oriental Library.
Filed in Vertical File under "G" for Gest Library.

Gest Oriental Library--Vault file, Gest Oriental Library Committee
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October 19, 1942

Memorandum for Mr, Edgar 8. Bamberger

Mr. Henry Allen Moe
Professor Oswald Veblen

In accordance with your request that I furnish
gou with facts concerning the acquisition of the Gest
riental Library by the Institute for Advanced Study and
the terms of the appointment of Dr, Nancy Lee Swann, I
take pleasure in enclosing the following materials

1. Dr. Flexner's report on the subject to
a Joint meeting of the Executive and Finance
Committees on June 15, 1936, at which time
the purchase of the library was authorized.

2., Copy of a letter of June 23, 1936, from
the Rockefeller Foundation, outlining the

terms upon which their contribution to the pur-
chase price of the Cest Library was made. This
letter did not appear in the minutes at the
time of the purchase, but at my suggestion was
embodied in the minutes of the regular meeting
of January 26, 1942. (On the basis of this
letter the Gest Library has been regulerly
listed in the Princeton catalogue as a part of
the library of Princeton University)

3., Dr, Flexner's report on this action at
the meeting of the Board of Trustees held
October 13, 1936.

4e Extract from the minutes of the same
meeting, October 13, 1936, authorizing the
appointment of Dr. iancy ee Swann as Curator.
Three appointments were made on this occasion,
one annual and two indefinite. I have purposely
given the entire record of the three appoint-
ments in order that members of the committee may
understand the basis for my statement that I
believe Dr, Swann was given permanent tenure up
to the age of sixty-five,

5. Copy of letter of appointment from Dr,
Flexner to Dr. Swann, dated October 15, 1936.
(Dr. Swann's salary was increased on July 1, 1937,
to £3600 per year).
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The original price agreed upon for the Gest
Library was $125,000, The total cost to the Institute
up to the present date has been $137,452.97. The
difference between the two was made up by a gift of
$1000 from an outside source for the purchase of a
collection of puppets attached to the library, and a
gift of #2000 from the Rockefeller Foundation for the
purchase of certain curios and works of art which had
been brought to the United States with the library but
which were not included in the original purchase price.
Over and above these, the expense of moving the library
from Montreal snd from China to Princeton was nearly
$10,000. In the autumn of 1941 the Roekefeller Foundation
made a further grant of $2500 for the purchase of an index
of the Gest Library which has been compiled z2nd printed by
Commander Gillis, provided the one hundred copies of this
index c¢an be transported from China te the United States,

Mr, Gest believed (I am sure in good faith) that
there were about 130,000 volumes in the library. No check
was made at the time of the purchase, but at my suggestion
the volumes were carefully counted in the summer of 1941
and the actual number was found to be approximately 105,000,

The library is at present housed in the basement
of 20 Nassau Street in quarters provided free of charge
by Princeton University. Janitor service is also provided
by the University. Institute expenses for the maintenance
of the library include salaries, insurance, and incidental
expenses, which for the academic year 1941-1942 were as

follows:
8zlary - Dr, Swann £3600,00
" Dr. Chung 1200,00
Insurance 499.66

Retirement allowance, clerical
help, books, supplies, etes _1211.33

£6510.99

FRANK AYDELOTTE
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Fxtract from Minutes of a Joint meeting of the Executive
and Finance Committees of The Institute for Advanced 8tudy
held June 15, 1936.

The Director stated that up to this time the
Institute had relied almost wholly on the Princeton University

Library and its staff and the libraries in Fine Hall and
MaCormick Hall, for the use of which the Institute had made
no payment whatsoever, ©Such books as the Institute had
acquired have been incorporated in the Princeton University
libraries, the Institute bookplates have been inserted in
them, and a separate card catalogue made., He further stated
that there were certain gaps in the Princeton Univeraity
Library which could not be filled except at very great
expense unless from time to time advantage was taken of
opportunities to purchase collections which happened to he

thrown upon the market, It chanced at this time that Mr,

G. M. Gest of New York City, who had spent a lifetime in

the collection of an Orientai Library which he had expected
to bestow a3 a gift upon some institution of learning, was
offering it for sale at approximately £130,000.00 because he
did not feel financially able to give it, as he had intended.
Careful inguiry had been made of university librarians in

the United States and of Mr., Hummel, chief of the Division

of Orientalia in the Library of Congress, which collection

is by genseral consent regarded as the finest in this country
dealing with the Orient. MNr, Hummel had expressed the opinion
that next to the c¢ollection in the Library of Congress the
Gest collection was the hest in America and perhaps in the
world, He had further explained that he and his associztes
had been eager to have Congress make an appropriation for its
purchase so that it could be added to the Congressional
Library but that their efforts had failed. The Director
gtated that conditional upon the free use of the collection
by the advenced workers at Princeton University and the
advanced workers of the Institute - & practice which prevails
in both Fine Hall and McCormick Hall - the Rockefeller
Foundation was prepared to grant the Institute & sum of not
exceeding #62,500, which it was hoped would represent
approximately one half of the cost of the library. .

(n motion, an appropriation of an equal amount in
order to procure the Gest Oriental Library was made.
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 Wesiﬁé?{%rgtroet

June 23, 1936

My dear Mr, Flexner:
I have the honor to inform you that at a
meeting of the Executive Committee of The Rockefeller

Foundation held June 12, 1936, the following action

was takens

RESOLVED that the sum of Sixty-two thousand five
hundred dollars (£62,500), or as much
thereof as may be necessary, be, and it
is hereby, appropriated to Shs fnshituto
for Advanced 8tudy, Princeton, New Jersey,
towards the cost of the purchase by the
Institute of the Gest Chinese Research
Library, dpon conditions that the Institute
secure from other sources the balance of
such cost and at least hslf thereof, and
upon the further condition that the
collection if purchased remain at Princeton
University.

When we have recelved notice of favorable action
by the Institute with regard to the conditions set forth
in this resolution, we shall be prepared to make payment
upon the Institute's request,

Very truly yours,
(2igned) - Norma 8. Thompson
Secretary

Mr, Abraham Flexner
natitute for Advanced Stuéy
rinceton, New Jersey
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Extract from the Report of the Director in the Minutes
of the Regular Meeting of the Institute for Advanced Study,
held October 13, 1936,

I am happy to report to the entire Board zction
taken nz the Executive Comuittee 2t a meeting held on June 15,
Mr., G, M, Gest of New York has devoted a large part of his life
to the collection of an Oriental library, which in the judgment
of the Librarian of Congress and his associztes is next to the
ecollection in the Library of Congress the most valuzble in the
United States, If a collection of this kind brought together
by the enthusiasm snd self-sacrifice of an individual during
fhils whole lifetime should once be scattered at an auction sale
it could never be assembled at any cost, Mr, Oest found
himself in a position where it became necessary for him to part
with it, He knew that 1t was from a financial point of view
invaluable, but he also realized that under existing circum-
stances no American university could pay for it what it actually
cost, He was willing to dispose of it to the Institute or teo
any of the great universities ut a price which would leave
him enough to live on during the rest of his life in a modest
way, Towards this price, §125,000, the Rockefeller Foundation
gladly subseribed one half, and I have hopes that the other
half will be supplied from another source. There have been
certain necessary expenses of a minor kind connected with
transporting the library from MeGill University, Montreal
where it was housed, to Princeton, and it was aiso esaential
to employ for its care a curater, who is & Chinese scholar,
Pr, Nanecy Lee Swann, who has a Ceiumbia University doctorate
in Chinese studies and who has lived for twelve years in China,
was curator of the Library while it was in Montreal, &he is
a specialist in the field of Chinese studies, G&he is the
author of meny pagers and a book entitled "Pan Chaos Foremost
Woman Seholar of China," which was published on the basis of
an award of the American Historical Association, ©She has
fluent msstery of the Chinese language and has an extensive
knowledge &f its literature. She has come to Princeton and is
engaged in completing the catalogue, an arduous task which
will require several years. 1 suggest that her remuneration
be for the present fixed at £250.00 a month plus the sum
necessary to place her on the Teachers Anmuity list, Careful
study of the budget leads me to believe that part of this
amount can also be carried by the revised budget voted on
June 15, The acquisition of the Gest Library hzs been enthus-
iastically received by the Princeton humanists and by Oriental
students throughout the country., It should be & source of
great pleasure to the Institute that we have thus been enabled
to make to Princeton some return for the unexampled generosity
and hospitality which has been shown to our faculty and workers
by the University librarian, assistants, and by Miss Shields,

the librarian at Fine Hall,
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Extract from the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the
Institute for Advanced Study, held October 13, 1936.

The Director made the following nominations,
recomuending

1. That Dr, Edward Capps be eppointed Visiting
Professor in the School of Humanistic Studies
for one yeur, beginning October 1, 1936, with an
honorarium of £200.00 a month.

On motion, the nomination of Dr, Edward Capns as

Visiting Professor in the School of Humanistic Studies was

approved.

2., That Dr., Hetty Goldman be aprointed Professor
in the School of Humanistic Studies, beginning
Novegber 1, 1936, with an honorarium of £200.00 a
month.

On motion, the nomination of Dr, Hetty Goldman as
Professor in the School of Humanistic Studies was approved.

3. That Dr. Nancy Lee Swann be appointed Curator
of the Gest Yriental Library in the School of
Humanistic Studies, beginning Qctober 1, 1936; that
her salary be fixed at £3,000.00 & year, of which
she will contribute 57 to the Teachers Insurance
and Annuity Association of America, the Institute
contributing an equal sum monthly; that, unless
her term of appointment is prolonged by mutual
consent, she retire at 65 years of age.

On motion, the nomination of Dr, Naney Le Swann as
Curator of the Gest Uriental Library in the School of

Humenistic Studies was approved.
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No. 5

Copy of letter of appointment of Dr. Swann

October 15, 1936

o A R,
Princeton, New Jersey
My dear Dr. Swenn:

I have pleasure in informing you that at
a meeting of the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced
Study held on October 13, 1936, you were appointed
Curator of the Gest Yriental Library in the School of
Humenistie Studies of the Institute, beginning October
1, 1936, at a salary of $#3,000 per annum, of which you
will contribute 57 to the Teachers Insurance and Annuity
Agsociation of America, the Institute contributing an
equal sum monthly, and unless your term of appointment
is prolonged by mutual-consent, you will retire at 65
yvears of age.

Very truly yours,
(Signed)  A“RAHAM FLEXNER

Director
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Necessary steps for the establishment of a research
library for Oriental studies at the Institute

In order to enable scholars to use to advantage the old
and rare works which constitute the Gest Library, it weald be
necessary to purchase modern scholarly and eritical works, both
boocks and periodicals, which would probably amount, over a
period of ten years, to an expenditure equal to the original
cost of the Gest Library. In this respect the history of the
Huntington Library in California is pertinent and the Committee
has based this statement upon a careful study of the experience
of the Huntington as furnished by Dr. Wright.

In addition, the Committee feels very strongly that the
Institute should take advantage of the fact that the priceless
treasures of the Peking Library are now on deposit at the
Library of Congress and are being microfilmed. A set of these
films could be obtained at a moderate cost, probably not
exceading $5,000, and they would add greatly to the value of
the Gest collectlon.

It would be necessary, in addition, to provide (2) a
building for the Library, which would probably cost not less
than $100,000 and not more than #200,000; (b) funds for an
adequate library staff; (c¢) salaries for two or three professors
and stipends for a small group of young scholars,

It is the opinion of the Committee that the collection
could be maintained as a research library for the sum of
$50,000 per year and that the addition of another £50,000 per
year would enable the Institute to operate a School of Oriental
Studies of high quality though small size., The Committee calls
the attention of tHe Trustees to these steps, in the first
nlace, because of its sense of the possible future importance
of Chinese studies in the United States and, in the second place,
because of its conviction that without the expenditures indicated
for a building, for modern books, and for a library staff,
adeguate use of the Gest collection for scholarly purposes would
not be possible.
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Abraham Flexner ¢
Magnetawan, via Burks Falls
Ontario,Canada

July 24, 1941
Desr Frank:

Your note of July 21 reached me yesterdasy. I
must snswer from memory and without conference with those
who also partlcipated 1n the transaction, but I think thet
my recollections will meke the situation clear to you.

I first heard of the Gest Collection when Mr,
Gerould, librerien of the University, come to see me at
20 Nassau Street. He told me that the collection was, next
to the collection in the Library of Congress, the most ime
portant that existed in the United States; that it was on
the market and had been offered to Harvard, Yale, Columbia,
and Princeton, all of which were willing to buy perts of it
but none of which could, in the period of depression, afford
to tuy the whole., He sppealed to me to get possession of
the collection, if I thought that somcday the Institute
might develop a school of oriental studies. He was not
definite as to 1ts size, though he thought it ran over
100,000 veolumes, but wgs quite definite as to its value and
importance, as I have stated above,

I went to see Stevens at the Rockefeller Found-
ation and to my surprise found thathe was quite familier
with the situation, The library had been loaned to MeGill
University., The new principal, imported from England, was
not interested in i1t, and though that part of it which was
in Canada was placed on the shelves, Morgan, the princlpal,
ordered thd 1t be teken down and boxed ugé Stevens was
anxious to preserve the Library as a whole and believed that
the Rookef'egler Foundation would contribute one-half of the
necessary money to acquire it,

I next got into communication with Mr, Gest himself.
He was very hard pressed for monegaas he frankly admitted,
but the collection of theLibrary had been e life's dream and
he did not want to disperse it by auctioning it off singularly
or in rcels, He told me that it conslisted of something like
120,000 to 130,000 volumes, He thought the latter figure
nearer the truéh, ut he could not say positively becsuse
Captain Gillis had been buying books and a large part of the
Library was still in Peking awalting remittance from Mr, Gest,
which on account of the depression he was uneble to meke, He
was reluctant to name a figure for its purchase but on the
assumption that the Libeary contalned 120,000 volumes he seid
thet he would tske $130,000 for 1t, That would pay his debts
to G1111s and to others in this country end would keep his
books together, ~
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I next tumed to Leland of the Learned Socleties
and esked who was our leading ‘merican expert on Chinese
libreries, He suggested Mummell, curator of the Library of
Congress. Leland knew of the Gest Collectlion and sald thd
in richness and value its only possible superior was the
ggllg:tion in the Library of Congress, snd he advised me to

y it.

I went at once to talk to Herbert Putnem who knew
the Library but who did not know its precise extent, But he
urged me to get 1t, and sald that he would himself house the
Library in the rew wing of the Library of CongPfess and pay
all expenses for its care. However, I was afraid that our
acceptance of this offer might deley ow using it at the
Institute, Mr. Putman then said that the man who was best
informed was Hummell, his curator of Chinese books., At my
requsst, be sent for him, Hummell was very clear and positive.
He thought that the Library extended to over 100,000 volumes
and that it contained other material Lesides, He told me thd
he thought it would be traglc if the volumes were dispersed;
that he thought the Institute should buy it and deposit it
in Washington unt i1l we were ready to develop it further.

The situation was therefore this: Mr, Gest needed
money wgently., The fAmericen part of the Library waes boxed
in Montreal. Those books in possession of Captall Gillis
were 1n Peking and there appeared to be no reasonable doubt
that the Library was of grest value, far in extent of the
amount which Mr, Gest asked, I remember asking Hummell what
it would cost if we sllowed it to go to aunction, He replied,
"The Oest Collection is unique and no amount of money would
ever reassemble it, Putnam and I had tried to get an appro-
grlnt.ion, (Cong ressional) but as the depression was on thd

ad failed,"

It was impossible to know the actual number of books,
the individual value, or the value of the smaller collections
which we subsequently acquired for the institute. There was
no question as to whether Mr, CGest's estimate was somewhot
exa serated or not. OSixty~live thousand dollars for the pur-
chase of the collection would give us something veluable, far
beyond the amount we paid and for that mat ter far beyond what
the Rodkefeller Foundation and the Institute together pald.,
There was no catelog and It was impossible to talke a count.
The only thing to do was to consult Miss Swann. She was work-
ing on a catalog, but Morgan's action had prevented her from
@& ing further, 1 took & chance knowlngly, though I confess
if the Library is 18,000 volumea shart, the difference is
greater than what I had supposed, Though there were 102,000
instead of 127,000 volumes, I should have been willing on the
basis of what I gathered from Putnam, Leland, Hummell, and
Miss Swann to go up to §$150,000 to get it.
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Events prove that we were lucky in acting when
we 414, We had no trouble in bringing to Princeton the part
which was in Montresl, Dut the outbreask of the Chinese-Japanese
War imperiled that part of the collection which Captain
311lis had in Peking, We cabled him through the Amerlcen
Express Company to lose no effort and spare nothing in order
to get the books out of Feking and aboard ship, salling for
New York. The American Express Company had acted faster then
the Japanese advanced, One fine morning 1 received notlce
from the Collector of tls Port of New York that the books had
arrived and were in the Customs House thers.

I hope 1t may turn out that some of the boxes are
gtill in the possession of Gillis, I wonder whether in count-
ing the books you have taken inio consideration the fsct that
some time s several volumes are bound together, Dut, however
these things may be, the Llbrary 1s a unique and superbething,
useful end beau 1fui, and could not be replaced no matter how
much money we someday might be willing to spend in the effort,

I should, in your place, await an answer from Gillis, I should

al so ask Miss 3wann what her recollect!ons are as to the size

of the MceGill part of the Library, for she was more familisr thm
anyone else with it and when the bLooks reached Princeton and space
was found in which to unpack the boxes I gave her complete
autonomy, for there was no one else in Princeton who could have
handled tle matter at all,

As you will see from thls account, I had to act on
admittedly imperfect information and under great pressure for
time, Hed we walted a few months we should never have gotten
the books in Chine at all and ¥r, Gest would have been forced
to do with his collection what Lord Lothisn did with his fine
books, - auc tioned them off and saw them blown to the winds,

I am glad that you ere happily settled and are having
a good holidey. Ve are enjJoying ourselves here though the
last two days have been very warm, not to say hot, and I am
afrald thst the same lot may fall to you at Stockﬁridge.

With best wishes,

Ever sincerely,

Abraham Flexner

¥r, Maess will recall subsequeant negotiations with Mr, Cest
regarding scrolls and shedow plctures and certaln museum pleces,
which Mr, Oest thought not included in the sale; I insisted they
were -~ andwe finally obtained them all.
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Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Director The Institute for
Advanced Study

Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer,

I was glad to receive your letter of Januery 3rd, which
wes the first direct news I had from the Institute since my visit there
in April 1947. On that occasion a considerable body of Sinologues met
gt luncheén in Fuld Hall, and were invited to express their views. Those
wvho gave their opinion all stressed the importance of the development
of Chinese studies by the Institute with the Cest library as a basis.
Conversations with Dr. Aydelotte led me to think that such a project
was being seriously considered by the Roard of Trustees.

I wes therefore disturbed and disappointed when rumours
reached me from outsiders that the Institute had completely abandoned
such plans, and that the library had been turned over to Princeton
University. I refused to give credit to such reports, because I had no
official econfirmation thet any decision had been reached.

Your letter now brings me thet confirmation. Thile fully
appreciating the kind things you say about the work I did in connection
with the librery, I cennot but give expression to the keen disappoint-
ment which I feel, not only that this work remains sterile, but that a
project for which the Institute seemed to offer a unique opportunity
has been abandoned. I consider this a major defeat in my efforts to
help in developing Chinese studies. I did put not only my time, but
also my heart into this project. I am still convinced that something
like this is necessery to put Chinese studies in the U.S.A. on a proper
level. A secondary matter of regret is that a fine collection like the
Cest library will for I donot know how many years remsin practically
unused. The better housing will alter very little. A few scholars from
here end there may occasionally consult it, - for the rest the books
will remain idle on the skelves. It is not a librery for beginners,
and unless Princeton University is prepared to develop graduate Chinese
gstudies, the Cest library will remain a mere ornament.

You will pardon me, I am sure, for speaking frankly. While
recognizing the reason for your decision, I cannot help hoping that, if
at some future time the financial possibilities of the Institute should
increase, it will yet reconsider the project that I outlined or any
other project that is better, in order to do justice to the importance
of Chinese studies in the world in which we live.

Thaenking you again for the courtesy of your letter,

Yours sincerely,

-

A
J.J.m
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Princeton, New Jersey

June 9th, 1948

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

I have your letter of June let, informing us
that the transfer of the Gest Oriental Library will be
compheted by July 1lst, 1948. We are grateful for
your generous cooperation in this matter. We anticipate
that we will be gble to make valuable use of the Library
and, a8 4 have told you, we have no desire to be a dog
in the manger regarding it. PShould it turn out later thiit
we do not succeed in this ambition we should not want to

hold 1t here against more legitimate claims elsewhere.

Faithfully yeours,

Harold W. Dodds

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer,
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, H, J.
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b ¥\ THE GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY PR

W /' THEINSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY e
\‘)\\ W Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld ) A B
-2 \y~ PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY fﬂ“ ;

zfﬁﬁ December 22,1947 'i

Dear Dr.Oppenheimer:

Although you thought it ot to send to Dr.Stevens Sy
prior to your conversation withi hi¥m on Friday next either Jid
copies of Dr.Duyvendak's reportsyon the Gest Library or a '
copy of my suggestions, could yguynot have available at the
time of your conversations thaf maY{eriel and/or an outline
for a basis of discussion su e enclosed?

Among those in the field of Far #astern Studies there
is such a general desire to have something definite done that
I venture to suggest that we try very hard to get serious
consideration of a plan for his help before he leaves for the
west the first of January, although of course no final de-
cision could come that quickly. You have your Emeautive
Committee or the Gest Library Committee to consglt,and he has
his committees.

It would be much more of nationwide appeal, it seems to
me, if the Library is located out in a building with the major
activities of The Institute rather than in Princeton University
Library wheee there is the emphasis on college work in a local
university rather than in postdoctoral studies the scholars of
which are to be drawn from any and all university centers.

If you could get Dr.Stevens to help,then perhaps if your
committees are willing, we could get the assistance of the
Far Hastern Committee of the American Council of Learned Societies
to help in an approach to other institutions for additional help,

provided there are not those on the Board of Trustees who could
make considerable contributions, or seek such contributions from

either other institutions or from individuals.

May we try?
Sincerely,

Hancy Lee Swann,Curator
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PROPOSED PLANS WITH RHFERINCE TO THI GHST LIBRARY

(a) That in spite of the deeision at this time not to establish
a School for Chinese Studies, cannot appeals be made to the General
Board of Hducation and other institutions that help be given for
inviting scholars to pursue their own individual studies, having
perhaps as many as six on a"permanent basis, with each cooperating
with the Curstor of the Library in developNER® ing phases of neg-
lected fields in the facilities of the Library.

(B) That in any such plan the cooperation of Princeton University
be sought with an em especial appeal for the Gest Lidbrary to be
housed in a new unit for activities joining Fuld Hall rather than

in the proposed quarters in Princeton University Librery's new
building now under construction on the University campus.

(c) That in view of a lapse of time required for planning and
erecting a building certain acti¥ities be begun a%t once in the
present basement quarters of the Gest Library.

Under (A) it is my opinion that unless The Institute which owns the
Library undertakes post-doctoral esae activities, it may well mean
that there never will be a center in America for such activities.
Universities can be expected to carry nothing beyonéd postgraduate
activities, and U,S.A. national educational policies do not now

point to such activities being established in the Library of Congress.

That in view of the necessity of having persons of established
scholarship in the field those herein suggested for immediate con-
sideration would requirc a status of permanent membership (with the
privilege of resignation) with remunerations comparable to their
present salaries,

That in addition to a small staff, perhaps two only, of Chinese
for the routine work of the Library at least one Chinese scholar be
invited either on a permanent basis or a long period of residence to
work with the group of American permanent menbers.
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PROPOSED PLANS (A) continued

That if possible The Institute set aside annuasl revenues for
at least to the amount of $30,000.00 for the Gest Library, and ap-
peal to the General Board of IEducation of Rockefeller Foundation
for an endowment to make possible a comparable amount annually, as
well as, if Princeton University will agree to the housing of the
Library in the proposed building of its own, to seek another milliom
from other sources to give the Library what would be an endowment
of three million.

(B) That in something of a compensation to Frinceton for the long
preparation to house the Gest Library there would always, if the
above funds are made available, be one permanent membership open to
her choice of a scholar to work with the Far Lastemp XamxmxxEx books
and objects in Princeton Art Museun.

That there willke be a continuation of the handling and
housing of such Chinese-Japanese books by the staff of the Gest
Library as has been attempted in the present arrangement at 20
Nassau, where the Curator has had to go it pretty much alone, as
well as the cooperation in accession of hol&ings/in western
languages.

(c) That at once, this spring in some cases, there shall be invi-

tations extended certain scholars to come for work in the present

quarters of the Gest Library: (see Duyvendak's list)
1.Dr.C.8.Gardner, now visiting associate professor at Yale, for
work on bibliography, and the completion of the Uatalog of Rare
Books the material for which was prepared by Professor WANG
Chung-min: Chinese edition and Xnglish survey thereof.

2.Dr.Rhea Blue, now with the services in Washington, for comple-

tion and publication of a study of the economic treatise in
3%%%%'3 dynastic histories following the Han treatise, a study of
APV Sgann is being published.
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PROPOSHED PLANS (C) continued

3. Dr.Derk Bodde, associate professor at Penn, now translating
FENG Yu-lan's history of Chinese philosophy.

4, If Princeton agrees to above plan for housing the collection,
Dr.Alexander Soper iii for Far Zagtern art, if Princeton's choice
( his proficieney in handling Japanese material would be helpful).

5. Dr.Tung Yiu (YU T'ung), now a member of The Institute,and part

time instructor of Chinese language courses in Princeton Univégity,
as a Chinese scholar to be associated with the group.

6. A Chinese librarfian

7. A craftswoman for the care and upkeep of the books: Miss Helen
Skillman has had nearly five years part time in the Gest Library.

She is now with her family in Philadelphia.

Until one of the above group, or some one else, is invited
to become Acting Curator, or Curator, for the immediate present
for the sake of continuity in the development of the Library
routine may the Curator lmeritus carry on a bit. There are at
least three rather unpleasant jobs that she would like to have
completed while she is still in charge.

Submitted,

)(OJr&Uq(E;JUL§£E143cn/wx/m/

Nancy Lee Swann, Curator

N.B. Under the Mullbright Bill we might be able to get a partial
grant foy the that portion of the salaties the Chinese
appointees wish to spend in Chinese dollars; arrangements

might be made wiph Penn if Bodde would continue one course there;

the same seems possihlé with Bryne Mawr in case of Soper. NES
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AT

The text of this study has no counterpart in western history,
elther in content or in design. It covers a long period of time,
but it is not a comprehensive history, for it is confined to '
economic developments in a partially "planned® society.

The structure is that of topical paragrarhs with a time
sequence; it was essentially assembled by the scHsors and paste
method from contemporary or semi-gontemporary of:"&%ﬂc:ial annual
reports. It is not a "treatise" in the modern use of that term; 4%
resembles an economic chronicle or annals. It opens with a subject
passage for the two parts into which the text is divided, the main
tople of the second one baing restated in more detall vwhen a new
beginning is made. Furthermore, in the preface to the encyclopedic
compilation, the HAN SHU, of which this text is but a small por-
tion, the historian in verse form again stated the twofold anb-

Ject of the text, each part of which 1s an independent unit.

The contente are what one might expect in official reports
of a planned society -- accounts of "ever-normal granaries,"
changes in agricultural technique, man power shortage, price-
fixing, taxzation, changes in coinage, et cetera. These are re-
counted as episodes, and their substance and tone are thorouly
modern. The Han dynasty was one of China's happier periods, and
Utopla was Jjust around the corner.

The text itself is fragmentary and episodic in form, but the
insertion of dates and subjects into the translation compensates
in part for the lack of textual continuity to which history
readers of the west are accustomed.

Furthermore, 1t is accompanied by extensive notes, both
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textual and explanatory. The textual notes being documentary
evidence for the translation are necessarily of interest
chlefly to the sinologist. The explanatory nctes, Lowever,
are required for en understanding of the meaning of the text,
especially for the general, historical, or sconomiec reader.
The additional aids for the veader in Chinese chronology, on
the structure and contents of the treatise, on the poljitical

and social organization of China of Han times, which are ine
¢luded in the study, are most likely adequate only for those
somewhat familiar with the history of the Han perlod. The
economist and other students of history, howsver, may find
such information in one of the more recent histories® of
China in a western language.

Since the Han pers.oqis sbout contemporary with Prolemaic
Begypt, and its culture somevhat similer, the economic reader
1s reminded of Medleval or Ptolmpalc parallels.

Robert B. Warren

The Institute of Advanced Study
February 9, 1945

* Dubs, Homer H., transla.tio f BAX m_gu annals, has a series of
1ntroduntiou pter by chapter to each imperial
reign which in fact make up a politfical history
of China of the period covered by this study.

Latourette, Kenneth Scott, The Chinese;their history and culture,

This contains a rather fall account of the whole
Han pariod, 206 B.0.«A.D. 220.

Goodrich,L.Carrington, AShort History of China. This has a very
brief account of the period.

Swann, Nancy Lee, PAN Ohao:foremost woman scholar of China, A.D.

first centwry. This has a very brief survey of
the Han world of letters.

Wiltur,C.Martin, Slavery in China during the former Han Dynasty.

For the economist this contains perhaps the dbest
agcount of the period.
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YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
333 CEDAR STREET * NEW HAVEN 11 - CONNECTICUT

LABORATORY OF PHYSIOLOGY

[

6 October 1947

ot

Dr. Frank Aydelotte

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

My dear Aydelottes

Many thanks for your letter of the 4th about
the Gest Library. I should rrefer to defer a comprehensive report
until T have an opportunity to discuss the matter with Oprenheimer .
I have discussed it at some length with Wilmarth Lewis and we are
of one mind; namely, that if support cen be secured for a well
rounded program for Far Eastern studies at the Institute the Gest
Library must remein at Princeton; if, on the other hand, the new
Director feels that expansion would be more profitable in other
directions I feel that the library should go to an institut ion where
it will be actively used. It seems to me thet we should do one
thing or the other.

December 16th is open as far as I am concerned,
and it would seem toc me a good time for a special meeting of the
Trustees. By then Lewis will have recovered sufficiently to attend.

Very sincerely,

Jp s

John F. Fulton, M.D.

G2 L



: © October 4, 1947

m'. John F, l'ultoa

Yale Univergity School of Medicine
' "272 Cedar Street
: New Haven 11, conneoucut

Dear Jonns

You pronise& the !'rnsr.an in Lprn that ycm would ©
have e comprehensive report on the GCest Library at this
meeting., Are you ep&red to meke it now and do you
consider 1t desirsble to 4o 80?7 I% nceourred to me that
there might be some advént&gea in pogtponing it until
Oppenheliner hag hed an orportunity to study the problem

el little more oarefully thm he could pasaibly lwu m-
; 'O a!’. -

4 make thia sugpestion 4in all t!w more eonfilence

bee-use Oppenheimer fe:1lg thet he would like to have a

aneelial m”t:,ﬁ of the Trustees in perhsns a counle of
months., I have agreed thot i1t might be advisable

to substitute this meeting for the meeting of the Executive

~ Committee, December loth. I should be glnd to have m :

L oninion on me vhole matter.

Yours sincerely,

Fronk Aylelotte
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Conference on Gest Library
4 April 1947

l, Dr. Aydelotte introducing Dr. Fulton as cehairman
2, Dr, Fulton - Purpose of the conference
3e Appraisal of Gest Iibrary - Dr. Duyvendak and Miss Swann

Lo General discussion by members of the conference

From the Institute for Advanced Study

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Dr. John F, Fulten
Dr. Marston Morse
r. Erwin Panofsky
Dr. Winfield Riefler
Mr. lﬁ.chael Sehaap
Dr, Nancy lLee Swann
Dr. Oswald Veblen

From the Princeton Bicentennial Conference

Dr. Knight Biggerstaff
Dr. Derk Bodde

Mr, Julian Boyd

Mr. Hsiang-Tung Chang
Dr. J.J.L.Duyvendak
Dr. J.K.Fairbank

Dr. Charles S. Gardiner
Mr. Mortimer Graves
Dr. E.R. Hughes

Dr. Arthur W. Hummel
Dr. George A. Kennedy
¥r. Michael Lindsay
Dr. Owen Iattimore

Dr. George Rowley

Dr. K. A, Wittfogel
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BLOOMINGDALE'S
NEW YORK

EXECUTIVE OFFICES April 9, ]_9)4.7

Mr. Herbert lMaass
20 Exchange Place
New York City

Dear Herbert:

I have dictated a few of my impressions about
the Gest Library and I am enclesing a copy.

Do you think that I should present this at the
coming meeting and if so, do you think I
should first send 2 copy to Dr. Fulton, who is
the Chairman of the Committee of Three?

neerely yours

~

Michsel Scheaap
efw
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Here are a few impressions gained by me from my study of the
history of the agcquisition by the Institute of the Gest Iibrary, and
from my attendance at the meeting of the present committee on the
Gest Library, with a group of eminent sinologlsts.

There was general agreement among the experts tk#t the ILibrary
is a valuable collection which should be made available to students
intereeted in Chinese history, philosophy and literature.

It seemed generslly agreed that the Library is largely what
might be called & "ecollectors" library,” 4. e., it includes quite 2
number of items of considerable value derived, however, from their
scarcity rather than from thelr practical importance to the student.
It nevertheless contains & sufficlently large mumber of practical
volumes to make it 2 valuable working library. There are, however,
voids in it which would require an expenditure, as I gather from the
discussion, varicusly estimated from $20,000 to $100,000 in order
to i1l them.

¥hile I was at the meeting (I had to leave before it closed)
there did not seem evidence of much competition for the scquisition
of the ILibrary from the numerous colleges represeanted. The only
definite bid seems to bBe from Yale which, hx a communication to Dr.
Aydelotte, offered to take it over and reimburse the Institute for
the $65,000 which it originally paid., The Iibrary hes, of course,
cost the Institute mmbh more since its purchase in 1936, because the
cost of malntaining it, even in its dormant condition, and with the
free housing furnished by Princeton, has been from $6,000 to $8,000
a year. A previous committee censiatiﬁg of Mr, Wdgar Bamberger,
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Dr. Moe and Dr, Veblem, which made » study of the subjeet im 1943,
reported that the cost for the scademic year 1941-42 was $6,510.99.
Dr. Malton has estimated the cost as possibly $8,000 or £9,000
aamually., If the Institute wants to extend ite activities into the
field of Chinese studies, retaining the Librsry ss s necessary
instrument, it would reguire the employment of two or three professors
whose saleries, with poesible stipends for students, and other ex-
penses would amount teo at least $40,000 or £50,000 & year. Dr.
Aydelotte has estimated that the total meintenance cost should be
figured at £100,000 a yeer, but expressed confideme that the necessary
funds could be found from outeide the Institute, to endow i%.

Dr. Malton hae consulted Mr. Boyd, Iibrariss of Princeten
University, who stated (but without committing the Trustees of
Princeton) that the University womld sccept the collsction and
presunably meintain it, Dut without reservation or ebligation. In
this connection it should be noted that in =2 letter written by him
to Dr. Lewls in Jonuary, 1947, he sayst

"Since the opportunities presented by ths Gest Iidbraay

are aveilable both to the Institute and the University,

Just ae the opportunitiess presented by the Princeton

University library are open to both, I doubt if accep-

tance of responsibility by either for the Gest Iidbrary's

maintenance and growth would free the other from sny

obligation for the future of Chinese studies.”

Mr., Bayd farther intimates that in hie opinion the Library should
| be placed rather "in an institution engaged in the teaching of under
| groduates than %o ome committed to advaneed research."
And this brings us to & point which perhaps counld be considered
at the beginning: how far has the Institute the power to determine the
disposition of this Library? The special committee to which I have

already referred, acting together with lir. Mamss and M. leidesdorf,
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studied the subjeet thoroughly and reported ss fellowsms

"We have concluded that the Library is the property of
the Institute for Advanced Study. The Rockefeller

Foundation contributed $62,500 towerd its scquisition,
plus ‘2.090 later for works of art commected with the

g () PR R R (TR TN T ) oo
-m.o. gven if it were deemed desirsble, teo atmu of
the Lt‘hrm m from Princeton t_. ut © it ¢

he Univers s wel of

emum of joint mauhtp of the Lidrary htwna the
Institute and Princeton University."

The committee !.n the conclusion of its report said, "The
conuittes believes tho that the question of active parti-
cipation by the Institute in Oriental studies and what iz the
best use to be made of the Oest Library cannot be decided at this
time (January, 1943) bBut must be considered by the Trustees at some
future date in connsetion with other plans for the development of
the Institute.® That statement is truer now than ever, for what-
ever may be the opinion of the Board about the disposition of the
Library, it wonld scem Deyond gquestion that sction should be
deferred until the new Director has an epportunity himself to
consider the matter and meke his own recommendation.
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Conference on Gest Library

4 Bpril 1947

Dr. Aydelotte was called on by the chairman of the conference,
Dr. Fulton, tc give a histcry of the Gest Library.

Dr. Aydelotte. In 1930 the Gest Library was brought to

Princeton - %130,000, #$65,000 from the Rockefeller Foundstion and £65,000
from Institute funds. It was then found that the Institute could not
afford to do anything in Chinese studies. When the money was available,
it was war time and we could not embark on any new project. Last spring
we secured Professor Duywendak to make a study of the resources of the
library and to make recommendations which he will repeat today. I want
Miss Swann to comment on those. The problsm now is what should the
Institute for Advanced Study to with the Gest Library? Should we embark
on a School of Oriental Studies? The question is whether there is room
in the United States for an approach to this problem at this institution.
We are here for post-doctorate research, The question in our minds is
whether there is a sufficient number of students qualified and interested
in post~doctorare research to justify the organization of a School. The
Board considered the question and appointed a committee of which Dr, Fulton
is chairman. I will turn the meeting over to him,

Dr, Fulton: Dr. Aydelotte has outlined the purposes of this
conference. When the Trustees learned there was to be a conference at
Princeton University we siezed the opportunity to invite you here to seek
your counsel. The future of the Gest Library is one which has been of
great concern to the Trustees, for having a collection as unique as this
something ought to be done, or it should be made available in some center
where it would be put to proper use. .Wb ask you to consider these two
problems. We took the matter to the Librarian of Congress, He thought

it should be made available to scholarship and might be transferred to the
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the Library of Congress. Mr, Evans went into it and returned the
report that the Library of Congress felt it would be in the national
interest to have the collection in an academic center where studies in
Chinese could be fostered. He felt that the State Department would be
opposed to have the collection go into the Library of Congress. Sc our
responsibility becomes greater, and we must consider whether we should
retain the Gest Library here or whether we should consider its trander
to some other institution where Chinese studies are already under way.
Those are the issues before us, I turn now to Professor Duyvendak,

Professor Mayvendak. I am very happy today that this

issue that has been occupying my mind for the last year has at last come
to a point where it may be discussed in somewhat larger group. I hope
very much that we shall come to perhaps not a decision, but that the
discussion will lead to an ultimate decision of what to do with this

Gest Library. I had occasion last year to go over this library rather
carefully, ably assisted by Dr. Swann, who knows it in and out, having
been associasted with it from the very beginning, I have come to the
conclusion that while in a sense it may be described as a collectors!
library because a gicat deal of attention has been paid to the
acquisition of rare items, that on the other hand it has most, at

least a great many of the fundamental work that are necessary in a library
designed for scholarly purposes for research. To be sure there are gaps,
some unexpected gaps sometimes, and one will have to be content with
using perhaps a rare Ming edition

in our acquisitions since 1930, & great many important works have been
published in China since then. Any scholar would look around for recent
works. In its present state it would be difficult to work there, but

I came to the conclusion, after all, that these are minor difficulties

- of beauty which perhaps enhance the real beauty of the rest of the library,
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If it had not been for the war it would/have been difficult
to supply those gaps. I hesitage to say how easy it is now, but even
if it should prove difficult to acquire those books that are absoclutely
indispensible. I think that Institutions like commercial presses will
start useful operations again pretty scon and it will be possible to
procure many of those books.. A scholar's library is a thing to which
there is never an end, but I think it would not be necessary for the
Gest Library, situated so close to Washington, New York, and New Haven,
to duplicate every item. By means of inter-library loans and trips of
scholars it might be unnecessary to duplicate so much. In the long run
you could acquire most, but that is not a matter of immediate urgency.

The libraryvis pprticularly strong in Classies, it is its
main strength, It is strong in certain aspects of history, weak in others,
In philosophy it is strong; strong in literary collections, weak in
a large section of sciance books called .

It has collections of allkinds of books of a varied sort which one needs
constantly for research., There sre a great many interesting rare items,
Ry and large it is a library that is interesting and important both.

The guestion arises how can it best be utilized? It goes to my heart

to see this library sitting in a2 very mouldy place, where every time it
rains Miss Swann has to get up in the middle of the night with buckets

to help mop up water which runs in. It really is in a dreadful situation,
The books are crowded together and very unaccessible, Only Dr. Swann can
find anything.

Chinese studies is a subject than which it would be difficult
to find one more suited to be taken up by the Institute for Advanced Sttdy,
I tried to point out last year that Sinology is such a vast, all-embracing
subject, It is not one subject, but a collection, comprising the study of
philology, language, philosophy, history, economics, law, A Chinese

library is a storehouse of knowledge of history and experience of the
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human race which is unparalleled anywhere, and therefore in Chinese
studies there is so much that should be made zvailable for other disciplines,.
It would be such an enrichment if all that material could be used and be
translated and made available that I think it would be just an eminently
suitable objective for the Institute to take up.

Is there enough interest in this country? Is it necessary
to supplement work done in other centers? I should say certainly yes.
There is a great deal of work being dcne at variocus universities. I have
seen developments and it is simply astounding how much has been schieved and
how many people are coming along and how many centers founded, libraries
started. But the nature of Chinese studies is such that students who
begin their study of the language when they enter a universityh::z not
really reached the status of mature scholar, not even when they reach the
Ph.D. degree. The studies are tco long and too difficult, and no student czn
afford to study so long. Some institutions have done a great deal, but
there is a2 time when students have to start on their own future and have to
take teaching or other positions. The danger is that they are only still
half-formed scholars, and under the pressure of academic work they will
never really develop into real Sinology scholars. In the use of Chinese
books there is not only the difficulty of language, but so many difficult
problems of mass criticism, historical criticism hast as complicated as those
faced by theologians, who are no longer content with just the use of any
old Chinese books, but want to know its history, velue and compare it with
other products. That requires long training, in this country perhaps even
more than in Europe. They do not naturslly have the philological traditicn,
Most students have not had training in classical languages; they do not
naturslly turn from that sort of study.

Last night we heard a very able talk by George Taylor. The

things which he said in themselves are true, but the emphasis of his talk

was such that it fills me with great concern. If Chinese studies, as he
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pointed out, are to become studies of social sciences as he emphasized,
then the danger is that you will get people who talk about Chinese and
the social sciences and who are always about to read a Chinese book but
never do it, T have known such men., There are too many difficulties
lurking around the corner. It is inconceivable that anyone would study
French or German without always knowing the language well and using
first source material, Chinese culture has an extracrdinary continuity
and to understand the present one must know things of the past. One must
go inte it deeply and for many years. I want an institution where s
man can go get his fundamental training. I want an institution where
one can come and catch his breath so that they are not lost to scholar-
ship and do do work worth while.

It seems to me that this would be 2 splendid thing for the
Institute and that the Gest Library would be be a very suitable central
place. It is important not only for this country, but there is not such
an institute outside China. 1In Japan there used to be a center, but now
there is no research center and such an enterprise would have real inter-

national importance.

Miss Swann. I have talked this problem over for twenty
years, and have wondered what we could do with it as a center. I don't
know the library as well as I want to. I want to spesk a few words about the
so—called rare books. I had the privilege of having Mr., C.M. Yang
come up from the Library of Congress. He gave me a scrap or two of
his knowledge of the rare books of China. Of those rare books there is
a type of rare book which he has not met before. On the whole there are
many duplicates in the Library of Congress.

—=——  Miss Swann went on $o0 speak of the collection of rare

books, which although not the beautifully illustrated books on exhibit

at the Princeton conference, still are besutiful books. She gave
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statistiecs about the rare bocks, pointing out that books which are
considered rare from the point of view of China must be printed prior
to 1644 or a manuscript not printed or must be a lost bookg which has
escaped the cataloguers in Chins, - = = - -

As we went through the collection he would speak of things
that came as contributions to scholarship that this grcup of books could
meke, He showed me several places where evidently compilers of Chinese
library catalogues had never seen that book. There are not many of those,
but that shows the type of book which, even among the rare books, is there,
I could think of nothing better than to give the opportunity to some
young scholar, who coulid take it as his life work in that library, to
supplement. the catalogue of those 1032 titles which we hope to print in
Chinese for the Chinese themselves, who again and again write that they
want to see it well done. In addition one m2n could not finish the job
of putting into English, not only the editicviis, but the content.

Add to that group the good copies of later period and you would have a
man doing nothing but this and then he would not finish the job,

It is a working librery, but you could always find a copy
for a scholar to uvse. We have always had them bound. There is a wealth
of joy and remuneration for the group of scholars who follow me in the
Gest Library if we stand for a center in the Institute for Advanced Study.

I have a great deal of pleasure working with the group of
men working toward their degree, There are two men from Princeton now,
One working in philosophy reads Chinese well, but does not know how to
use Chinese books, dictionaries or indices. I have a Chinese working
in field of politics, It is worth having 2 library here for students of
that sor’c;° I am thinking of Mr. Gest today; he is old and blind, but

‘that is what he wanted this library to be.
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Dr, Fulton. The institution to which I belong has made
overtures to Dr. Aydelotte asking whether it would be possible to acquire
the Gest Library for Yale, I must say that this wss done without my
knowledge, and the information broke only four days ago. It seems to
me that we should consider very csrefully the possibility of transfer
of this library to an institution which already has a good school of
oriental studies. The school at Yale I know too little about, but
understand Mr. Kennedy may be able to tell us more. Personally I do not
share the view of some of my colleagues that Princeton should not go into
competition with other institutions. The need for competent scholars
is very real, in the nationsl interest and the interest of world scholar-
ship. I would personally favor establishing a School of Oriental

studies along the lines outlined by Professor Duyvendak.

J. K. Fairbank. I am slightly embarrassed to come from

Harvard, but I would like to support the general statement that Dr.
Duyvendak has made, testifying from one academic community. There is
need for a center where a post-doctoral person already started can carry
on his work without the distraction of teaching. I think the experience
at Harvard reinforces that view, The Institute for Advanced Study is a
place where that might be done, I take it that it might alsoc be possible
at Yale. At Harvard there are trends under way. First there is a
language teaching program conducted by people qualified in Chinese who

are under a heavy pressure of a teaching schedule., It is difficult to
develop very far in research on account of the teaching schedule, A second
trend at Harvard in regional studies focusing all social sciences. We
suffer from the danger of becoming sc¢ pre-occupied with theoretical idea
of problems concerning China, that those of us in that field will not have

the chance to read Chinese,
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We have a staff which we hope will develop in economics,
government, history, sociology, each competent tc read Chinese, but it
takes a long time to have very thorough competence. We can begin with
people of great promise, and as years go by teaching, developing ideas,
general committee matters, out of welter of activity there is every danger
in not developing people really versed in what the people of China have
written, I think we are at a very criticel periode . . . . . .
All of us in the Far Fastern field are very much under the influence of
Dr. Wittfogel. He is one of few people who has.studied the subject of
research and has ideas as well as onportunity to produce leading con-
ceptions., He-will-be-the-first-teo-agree-the-undesirability , . 1 . . .

I think there is a very strong natural interest in the
Institute for Advanced Study taking on this library if thst will help to
maintain 2 small number of American scholars at the post-doctoral level

really keeping their feet on the ground in Chinese studies.

Mr. Kennedy, Thinking over the post-doctorel study, I
wonder what the system is at the Institute., I have found that I could
not recommend a student for a doctorate at Yale under about ten years of
study. There have been only two Ph.B's; one studied for ten and one
for thirteen years. The wives are the only people who can afford this

amount of time and can maintain themselves,

Mr., Aydelotte answered that stipends will be given and might

be increased - but for a limited period.

Tr. Biggerstaff: I think the general idea a good one but
we should consider whether this is being done elsewhere, At Harvard
Yen Ching Tnstitute they did something of this kind., I think and

came there after taking doctor's degree.
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Mr. Fairbank. The Harvard Yen Ching Institute maintains

a department of language teaching and has commitments to seven colleges in
China, It is unable to expand this post—doctorsl training beyond
the training of people they need themselves from time to time and

people they send back to China.

Mr. Gardiner, It is a fixed principle of Harvard that

fellowships are granted only to those who have had one year at Harvard,
I have hopd that Yale would build up a Chinese library. I am delighted
to learn that the Yale Copporation has made this offer and has made

an appropriation for the purchase of Chinese books.

It was suggested that the Best Library come to Harvard, We
reported to the Trustees of the Harvard Yen Ching Institute that it was
an extremely valuable working library quite apart from its rarities.

Its rarities have obscured the central fact of its working collection.

A large pert was a duplication of what was already at Cambridge. It would
seem to me that if Yale has appropriated funds to build up a working
library there, that it would be rather a pity to transfer this library

to Yale, to create another center at Yale, midway between the large
Libraries of Harvard and Columbia of 170,000 and 140,000 volumes. Both
represent substantially complete collections. It would b2 . icat pity
to cornceiur L2 those resources between Boston and New York., I would

very much prefer to have it remain here.

Here post-doctoral research exists as nowhere else. You
have here one institution which might logically take on this job of post-
doctoral work on 2 continuing basis and on a considerable scale. I
think #20,000 extra would round it out to virtual completeness. You

.would have full resources for any visiting scholar,

Dr. Aydelotte Your estimate interests me. T had
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discussions of the Huntington Library. It cost about $100,000 to make the
Huntington Library intc a working library and I estimated the same thing
for us.,

Mr. Gardiner, I have every reason to expect that within

another year we will be able to get hooks easily. I am convince that
large stocks are available in Peking. I do not believe that the great

majority of those have been either stolen or burned,

Dr, E, R, Hughes. I should like to make some remarks about

the Peking book market. It is very well stocked, but very patchy. I don't
think you can rely at present on the supply. I am not familiar with the
American situation. I think Mr. Lindsay and I are the only two Englishmen
here.. . « . . .

I would like to urge that the question of different universities
and centers in pmerica is one of prime consideration, and I cannot help
hoping that in this matter the Trustees of the Institute will bear in mind
Dr. Duyvendak's final emphasis, which was of the international importance
of an institution of the sort. I have come to see through my hard experience
in Oxford that we do require something in the nature of a triangular or
rectangular movement in scholarship of the younger men who have reached
the doctorate or post-doctorate stage. .. « « &

I visualize a two way traffice between Peking; one center
in America and on the continent of Europe, ILeiden, and center in England,
though Oxford has not done anything yet but in fields of history and
philosophy which would require it to be taken into account. Here are four
centers which can keep the likely people going, either with intervals of
teaching or get that rare phenomenon, the rare research mind which is self-
illuminating, and keep him going 2ll the time, can keep people moving from
one center to another with enormousg¢ effect.

If the Trustees of the Institute could build up a post—~
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doctorate institute, T think certain Chinese members would be of vital
importance. You would be able to have intense emphasis on philological
studies. People always want to read Chinese but don't get it done. That
could be the key thing cf Institute and the development of the technique
which is required and already given in my university and particularly in
Leiden and other centers of the United States, the technique of using

2 Chinese library without wasting time.

T do hope that it would be possible to get something in the nature of a
special institute here for men to come to for periods of between five years
and and then to go on to a refreshing course of teaching and then
to research, I have a very, very strong feel that the divoree cf
research from teaching has serious consequence.

In the 18th century at Oxford we had Fellows elected for
life and no teaching to be done and they settled down to their existence.
That kind of thing is not possible, and I don't think the Institute would
ever be guilty. - - - - Dr. Hughes spoke of relation of teaching to
research and the British method of using leverhulme Fund for fellowships
for teaching for people who want leisure - - -

For Chinese studies a center is required and that means
librawy and staff of assistants, I would like to draw attention to remark
of Professor Whitehead, who said that the main problem in education wsas
one of time, Only a very limited number of years in which really to get
going, If Methuselah was not a well educated man he had only himeself to
blame, It has been said that it takes ten years for a doctorate at Yale,
but the ten years ought to be reduced to seven and we should not be
satisfied until it can be reduced to seven by some sort of method of
stimula tion which keeps people moving.

The slower you go the less you get in Sinclogy, and the
quicker you go the more you get and the clearer you get it. If there were

a center of higher Chinese studies in Princeton, with leisure for the
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research workers, vou coauld get them moving with speed and they could

go back and cut down the ten year peiod to seven. It would be valuable

to Chinese studies and keep people moving around.

Dr. Duyvendak.Our system in Europe is different from that
here, Students who come to my univercity to take up Chinese and Japanese
take first examination after three years, largely in modern language.
Then they need about between 2-3 years to take second examination, the
doctoral examination, mainly classsical, This is roughly six years, and
then they start writing the doctoral dissertation, which tskes one to two
years, They need on the average something between 7-8 years before they

take a doctor's degree,

Professor Veblen., This is comparable to modern science,

medicine or physics. Four years as undergraduate, three years ac graduate
student for doctorate. This does not take into account the acceleration

of past few years.

Dr, Arthur W, Hummel, The emphasis on doctor's degree,

I deplore. If you make that an absolute requirement you would never have
gotten Mr. Lattimore in Chinese studies, nor Mr., Graves. It seems to me

that there should be some leeway at the Institute for Advanced Study.

Dr. Aydelotte., The requirement at the Institute is a doctor's

degree or its equivalent,
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Dr. K. A, Wittfogel, The question has been discussed,

should we make this an idea center and what should we teach? Professor
Duyvendsk is 100% right with the emphasis on humanistic equipment which
must be basic., I may only add that in those places such as Harvard or
Far Eastern Wnstitute at the University of Washington the same desire
certainly was strong to get both the western books and get down to the
language., There is, of course, a limit of time on you for the
philological training. A special group of people will be much better
for having this training., Try to give them as much training as possible
We would be glad to send two of our best people over to help you.

As for as Seattle is concerned I found a very strong
large teaching staff there, Chinese, Japanese, and Korean, but also a
great desire to go into the language. I found the graduates really
devouring Chinese books. I would say there was a great difference from
1921 when we studied books which were like text books, which must be
swallowed like a bitter pill, but no inner contacts « ¢« o« ¢ o o o o

I found a group of graduate students participating in
Seattle most eager to get down to the use of modern Chinese books and to
understand text book material. It is not how important this is, but it
is the popular aim which we are all aware of. You have no difficulty
with language, but do not read certain things., We have discussions of
early feudalism by people ummoved by early Chinese documents, The
questiong is not only to give a linguistic tool, but to give a certain
drive and direction to make these tools really funchtion,

A second point, It is a great step forward
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I think thet if Princeton would go into the field of Chinese
studies it is very important to know what kine of studies., Not either
language or institutions, but this good marriage, which would be very
productive.

Thirds, a study of China, however cordinated between
institutions and language and the various institutional seem
to me too isolationist as a scientific epproach. There is no China,
technically speaking., The western world and China overlap physically.

- — = Dr, Wittfogel spoke at length about the close
contact to central Asia which is always with us in Chinese studies,
and that it is impossible to study China without the central Asiatic
background, and also Japanese is also very important to Chinese study.

It is impossible to speak about Chinese institutions without understanding
the Asiatic background — - = - - -

If this is the scope, with enterprise and courage to do
it, then what about the people who go there, You speak of post—doctoral
studehts who would continue here and a few older men around to helop
conduct these researches, Many suffer from toc much teaching; some
suffer from too little, It is important that a mechanlcal separation
of teaching and research is bad and that a limited amount cf teaching
proves very stimulating. I would beg you not to forget that the contact
with young men is good. I agree with the combination of American scholars
and European scholars. To have possibly two spend years here, to give them
some years of fruition would be wonderful., All this leaves the question
of space, We could fill up this house, If the Institute for Advanced
Study does not do it, somebody will do it. One pecint from which we have
suffered, and that is the question of academic status. Would you have
these post-doctorate men come in, it would be advisable to give them some

sort of title, I have found I had great difficulties to get mature
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young American Sinologists. They would not be afraid of hard work, but
there was no academic status 6r future for them., If they had some
status it would help give them a security. Ithink the idea is so good
ghat it is really dangerous. One technical remark sbout the library;

it is a very fine library, but uneven.

Dr. Humel. I think #$20,000 would have to be spent in the
first two years and every year $6000 or #7000, I think it would take

$100,000.

Dr., Wittfogel. It is sheer common sense to replace rare

books by cheap editions for use and only give access to rare books
to students, I think the library can bendeveloped and that it

should not be added to Harvard.

Dr. Duyvendsk. On the cost that would be required. The

mmber of wlumes is 40,000, I don't think I spent altogether anything
equivalent to #25,000, I have not gone in for rare items, have gone
in for wrking volumes. I could not afford to buy rare items, The sums

which I have needed and had at my disposal were very modest,

Dr. Derk Rodde. I would like to reinforce the statements made

about the internst ional importance of such an organization, WMr. Wittfogel
mentioned bringing in American and Furopean scholars, I would certainly
add Chinese and Japanese, I like also the idea of Mr. Hughes having some
triangular or four cornered arrangement whereby people come here from
China and men at the Institute could go out to otﬁer countries, After all,
since it is a subject concerred with China it is obvious in mshy cases

tat the problems can be attacked much better in that country than here.
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About Mr. Wittfogel's idea of covering central Asis and
western Asia as well as China, T thoroughly sympathize with him., The
establishment of a Chinese school should be the first step, and then
we can look to bringing in a few outside people. It seems to me that
we have all in this field become more and more aware of the necessity,
in order to obtain best results, of pooling our information from various
disciplines and verious lines of approach. I have found that better
results can be obtained when men are not isclated from one another hut
allowed to work in common, and that the success of that technique has
heen well demonstrated by two projects connected with Dr. Fummell of the
Library of Congress and Dr. Wittfogel. They have obtained work through
that approach which could not have been done by single individuals working
alone. In so doing, we are repeating from a western ooint of view what
was done in China, and great works of China of the 16th - 19th century.
The great dictionaries of those centuries were the producé of a government
subsidized group of individuals. Today we would be helpless without
the work of our Chinese predecessors. An Institute of this sort

is ideally suited for developing group research of that sort,

Dr, Hughes, I want to emphasize that is the Chinese side.
I can't help thinking that the Trustees are faced with a unique opportunity
at present in relation to the younger Chinese scholars. You have got a
generation at the present time in China, a combination of men of 35-45
whose fathers were classical scholars in the full tradition. They
have been grounded and trained in modern historical research andtechnique
and it is this generation at this moment who are over burdened with that
enormous pressure of teaching., I have found that it was vital at the
present time that one should be able to cut out these special men who
have provdd themselves after going back from Western studies, cut them out
from routine of teaching for research. TWhen I go out to China, and when

I come back I should have this purpose of making them mebers of Senior
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Common Room, When I did get back I would hope our various professors

and students at Oxford and Cambridge have opened their Senior Common Rooms.
If they came to us in tha2t way and to such centers, it would be

invaluable, There is never such a generation as men trained as they are,
They have had s very strong classical training. Those are the people whom
we want to catch in the next few years. The modern generation does not

know its best,

¥Mr, Lattimore, From what Dr. Fairbank and Br. Wittfogel
said T should like to pursue the dream a little bit., This is a wonderful
time for talking in terms of dreams and then how nesr can you come to
realization, From that point of view I should like to venture the opinion
that if we are to think of this kind of studies in terms of the kind of
thing that the Institute for Advanced Study stands for, we shculd not
take as our goal the idea of the best school of Chinese studies in Amen ca,
That should be merely the starting point rather than the end point. In
a question of another school of Chinese studies, historieslly all our
studies:zin this field derive from our own history, the history of the
expansion of the west. This thing of a great semi-circle, Near East,
Middle Fast, India, etc., are each of them representative factors of the
cost which was separately entered and exploited Auring pertod of expansion.
Our studies have not followed through. Tech of the factors converges
toward the center. The doors by which you enter all these studies are
separate and distinct, but the back doors of study all open on the same back
alley, I have not had time to think this out, but surely there is some
difference between the center of gravity of the whole and any one area of
great concentration of material, You have an exceptional wealth of
material in the Chinese field as such, but that dces not make the Chinese
field the center of gravity of the whole, because this is relative to other
areas of concentration, You can see that our problem in its entirely is

one of relations between cultures.
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Among ideas floating arcund in this time one that has had
considerable publicity is area study and the concept which Mr. Toynbee
made important. The unii cf study is the cultural rather than the
national or geographical area. The whole thing is a question approached
from the point of view of relations between cultures and should be
handled always historically. o « « If you take that view, does it mean
only that you have adequate material if you have gathered in one
institution one of the worlds best Indian libraries, Chinese libraries,
Japanese libraries, all in one place? Not necessarily. I very much
hope that the center is an Institute for Advanced Study and the individuals
who come to it for periods of residence and research, and I am strongly
in agreement with Dr. Wittfogel about research and teaching. A
man should be chosen for his quality, and if you have first class
tools of research like a grest library, but the absence of a library
in each and every culture is not an ohstacle to this view of what could

be done in this institution,

Dr. Julian Boyd, I do not come authorized to speak for

the University. I can say that Princeton and the Trustees of Princeton
are conscious of our responsibility of the existence of such a library
on them. We, of course, have a responsibility for housing the Gest
Iibrary in our new library structure which in more than one sense is a
Jjoint venture, That is a minimum responsibility. I believe that in
the larger program the development of the program of studies of research
is and should be a joint responsibility of the University and the Institute,
It seems to me that a program such as has been discussed
here cannot be formulated clearly and precisely without taking into
account the statement that Dr. Duyvendak has made about the character
of the library. I believe that librarians more generally than scholars
have faced the problem of the growth of scholarly materials, which is

2 vast and unwieldy one, more then scholars have, I think we should
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first of all recognize the fact that this library has been given certain
direction by one man, but direction has been given, I should like to point
out that the fact that whatever decision is made here by the Institute
or jointly by the Institute and the University, will inevitably give
the library its direction in the future., The burden of the growth of the
library will be the burden imposed on it by the decisions which are
now Lo be made and they are very important. The discussion about the
amount of money involved in converting this library, that has lain fallow
so long, into a working library scems to me more or less an academic
discussion until you have determined what kind of group studies you are
going to promote, what kind of a program we want to implement,

You gentlemen have been dreaming very interesting and
stimulating dreams. I should like to point out that a dream ought to
proceed from some realistic recognition of the growth that has slready
been promoted, which impeses a responsibility and which is indeed the
occasion for this meeting, %25,000 a year might be sufficient to
develop the Gest Library. The point I want to make is that its growth
will r=_ 211 fro.. L.e decision about the nature of a program and that
program, in my opinion, should be one of joint responsibility of the
University and the Institute and should take into account the nature
of programs at Harvard, Yale, Columbia, and elsewhere as well as those
programs in Europe and the Orient.

It is clearer to librarians than perhaps to scholars that
many of the difficulties that scholars now have in gaining access to materials
arise from failure to relate institutional programs, one to the other,

We have in this country allocaticn of difision of responsibility
of the acquisition of scholarly research materials, Those are movements
which all scholars ought to support for the simple reason that in the

end it will result in more adequate resources. Those are considerations

which I believe inevitably must be considered,
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As for undergraduate kind of teaching of Oriental studies,
the University alresady hes certain commitments that are at least
tengential to the program of studies of eastern Asiatic studies. We
have a strong department of Oriental language and literature, although
the program is almost entirely devoted to the cultures of medieval
We habe in that field a large and important collection of manuscripis
and scholars! resources, We have also begun some commitments in the
development of Russian studies. I think that, because of the fact that
our new library is in one sense a joint venture and particularly because
the Gest Library is a joint care of both, that the two institutions
might well develop and mﬁiually supplement each other in their programs.
The University might assume responsibility for linguistic instruction
leaving to the Institute group studies for post-doctoral fellows.

Those are details of the problem which should be worked out by
authoritative bodies of hoth institutions, Whatever decision is made
as to the nature of the program, I think should first be realistically
based upon the pesent status of the Gest Library, and second it

should be borne in mind that the nature of the program will inevitably

influence the direction of its growth,

Professor Panofsky, There are two dreams, one is progressive

and the other I know deeply sympatheticslly nostalgic, There is minute
craftmanship (?) in group work by individuals working together seriously.
ft seems to me thet if the Institute should embark upon this thing

it might be better to pursue the nostalgic dream, to establish a dream
by just a study of Chinese language and literature that would fill a

need just by its specialization,

Mr, Fairbank. The group approach is very important in

a development of this kind - language, literature, economics, etc.
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Professor Panofsky, Would it be feasible under this more

realistic approach without the parallel study of Japanese? Has that

ever been considered a complement of the Gest Library?

Professor Duyvendak, The Far East had donated the Chinese

culture. A great dezl has been done by the Japanese for Chinese studies,
Within the Chinese library we should have Japanese translations of the
Chinese problems. The field of Japanese proper is a field by itself.

Tt might be envisaged in some later stage, but that is not pressing.

If you want to limit it to Chinese language and literature, that would

be an undesirable limitation., You should not regard language only for

its own sake, however important thet may be, I am quite prepared to
admit that language can be handled merely as a tool to get at material
that an institutionalist can use, We can speak of Sinology and Chinese
studies as a subject by itself because zll these different disciplines are
connected by the same technique, the same philological technique, Whatever
discipline you pursue in Chinese studies there is only one gate, and that

is the gate of Chinese language,

Dr, George Rowley. - - — He spoke of the field of Hart

history and the necessity having a knowledge of the language concerned,
The work in art has a direct link with the techniques involved, but

in working with Chinese , he has discovered that it is impossible for
them to translate the works in art history without knowing the discipline
of art, One needs the language that is the gateway for the next
generation, It is necessary to have translations in connection with
somebody who knows his art, The Institute must subscribe its program.
Iz spoke of having built up through the years the best working library
in the field of Chinese art, and that this would be supplemental to

whatever the Institute decides to do with the Gest Library,
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Professor Morse, We have talked about this from the

point of view of depth and breadth, from the point of view of the
library and from that of the scholars. If one establishes a real
School of Chinese studies here the cost of it will make the cost of
the mresent library insignificant, It has two purposes, I would
like to say that this thing can be related to modern world, and it
connects up with Dr. Duyvendak who has made a study in depth, and what
Dr. Wittfogel has aaid in the study of breadth, I was very much
interested in listening to Professor McIlwain talk about the origins
of institutional law., There are a great human rights that come into
law through common law, and great mistakes. We must go deeply back
through the ages. . - « . If we are going to establish this law for
the United Nations we must understand the psychology of people

throughout the ages. We must go into this thing deeply.

Michael Lindsay. Economic theory and polities - basis

of the library is ouvtside the fields I have been working on, I agree
with what the people have been saying about research. Much needs to

be done, You come to a place where materials for finding things out
are there, but no one ever had time to get down to fundamental research
to find it out, I agree with the necessity for research on Chinese

problems, but am not competent to say what part the Library ought to play.

Mr. Mortimer Graves. It might be worth while to fit

‘all these facts into a definite framework., We must recognize what

we are talking about., This afternoon is only one facet of the quite
fantastic of our academic machine do do the job that it has
to do in the second half of the 20th century. Even the whcle Institute
cen only do a little bit of this, If we are to get ahead anywhere

in this discussion we have to pick out a very small part of it to do.

In spite of the very considerable development that there has been in the
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development of the Fap East in this country in fifteen years, there is
still no single university in which the total experience of the Chinese
is brought to bear on 211 the problem in a whole way. Expressed
institutionally that means that there is no university in which the
Chinese experience is represented in all of the pertinent departments,
An instance may be taken here at Princeton from the Arab field. You
have a very strong Arab development, yet Fine Artis, Economics,
Politicsl Science, etc. hardly know that the Arabs exist. That is the
state of affairs in the Chinese picture, The major difficulty in
these other disciplinary departments is that we have not the tradition
and thus not the people, It is most important to see what can be
done to get Chinese, in this instance, represented in these dem rtments.
That means taking people in these departments and giving them at once
additional trainings of which their educational experience has not
given them, This is one step that nobody can really do, except an
outside institute of this kind, It presents a whole series of
technical problems, and it is within the compass of even the
relatively small sums of money mentioned here today. Since you asked

me to say something, that seems to me to be the thing that should be said,

Dr. Fulton then spoke of Dr. Chang who is in this country

to arrange for the exchange of books between China and America,

Dr. Chang then said a few words about establishing an inter-
national organization which could carry on the project of the exchange
of books on a barter system, not on a commercial basis., He reported
that he had that morning received a telegram frcm Peking University

saying that they would welcome the exchange of books, especially scientific.
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» Dr. Aydelotte then thanked the members of the conference
. on behalf of the faculty and trustees, for coming and giving their
advice, He said that every problem has its financial sice, but
that he did not wish to discuss that phase, but rather discuss what
kind of a School of Chinese studies we would want if we had all

the money we needed,
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e THE GEST ORLENTAL LIBRARY
e In The Gest Uriental Library et 20 Nessau Street there are now

more than 100,000 volumes on the shelves accordiag to the Chinese
stendsrd library fourfold classificeation system. Fer Esstern acquisitions
of Princeton University obther than those in the field of Orientel Art
continue to be shelved in the Gest Libruary, and now nuwber more than
4,000 volumes. Since February 1943, Dr. ChUNG Kei-won, who has pursued
his study in far Sastern languages iu the Library for several yesars, has
been on lseve of sbsence for goverament war work, first in New York City
eand later in Washington, D. C. Mr. YIU Tung (M.A. Oxon) still gives
frequent volunteer services along with his use of tue {acilities of the
Library as Fellow in the Graduate School of Princeton University. Since
October 1943, Lowever, Mr. YIU hes served ss instructor in Prianceton
University, teaching Chinsse lenguage clussss in the Nevy OSchool of
Kilitery Government, Princeton, but at the end of six meonths he will
resume his full-time studyAin the Department of Oriental L&ngggg&a and
Literstures of the University.

With the able assistence of Hr. YIU & study by Dr. Hancy Lse 8wena,
Curator of the Library, of an A. D. first century Chinsse text has been
put in form for publication. This text sntitled "Trsutise on Food and

Money" (Shih-huo Chih, Han Shu 24 £.B.) is sxcept for one documeat of

lesser importence, the earliest extant economic history of China. It

coverg the period from the earllest times to the yeur 25 A. D, It ls &
treetise dn twe parts on Iood and monsy. Among speclal Leatures of

Miss 5wann's’study are & chronological table of contents of the treatisge

in parsllel columns, & trenslation and study of two related texts, Hen Shu 91
and Shib-chi 129, & series of running comments and chronologically arranged

reforences under wealth, poverty and retes of intersst end e statement on

Hen money., The topics of the text itself are in meany iﬁstances startlingly
modern.
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SINOLOGISCH INSTITUUT
b1 N 5 A LEIDEN, (Holland) September 19th 1936
BOERHAAVESTRAAT

Dr. A.Flexner
Institute for advanced Studies

Princeton N.J.

Personal and confidentisl

Dear Dr.Flexner,

Some time ago Mr. Mortimer Graves of the American
Council of Learned Societies passed through here end told me of the
acquisition by the Princeton Institute of Advenced Studies of Mr Gest's
Chinese Library. With a view to possible developments in connection
with this librery, Mr.Graves thought, that you might like to have some
outside opinions on the qualifications and personalities of certein
European scholars, who, I believe, had been named in conversations
of yourself with Mr. Graves. He suggested, that it might be not inap-
propiate, for me to write to you‘about them. Although personally
unknown to you, I venture therefore to do so, having had 2 recent
opportunity of meking the personal zcquaintance of the one of the two
scholars named, whom I did not yet know. ‘

I have in mind Dr.Walter Simon and Dr.Gustzv Halun.
The former is, as his name indicates, a Jew. He was connected until xz=
recently with the Preussische Staatsbibliothek in Berlin.
He is the author of a series of publications on Chinese linguistics
and bibliography, which are highly esteemed. Among the younger Sino-
logues, that is the generation after Pelliot, Mespero and Karlgren
he is the outstanding phoneticianand pure linguist. His work at the
Staztsbibliothek gave him & good training in bibliography. Having been
dismissed'as & non-Arysn he was given a grant-in-aid by the Council

for Academic Assistance in London and has been employed in teaching at

the London School of Orientsl Studies
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Quite recently I had a tzlk with its Diredtor, Sir Denison Ross, who
spoke of his work in terms of the highest praise. Last winter on his
way to England, Dr Simon passed through Holland and was my houseguest
for a couple of days. I learnt to know and appreciate him as a very
refined, cultured and altogether pleasing personality, with whom to
associate was a pleasure and a privilege.

Dr. Gustav Haloun is Professor at the University of
Go—ttingen. He has published several excellent studies on the old re-
lations of the Chinese with the Central-Asistic tribes and on early
Confucienistic texts, editing these wiiﬁ Zﬁe most meticulous and pein-
staking cere. He is also well conversant with the problems of Chinese
linguistics.In his University he has onganised a very good Seminar,
with a well chosen collection of Chinese books and foreign books on Chin
thus acquiring a splendid knowledge of bibliography. He has done ail
this in the feace of very greave financial and administrative difficul-
ties. Mr. Arthur Waley, whose name is doubtless familist to you,
knows the collection well, as he often goes to work there. Personally
I have not yet seen it. Last week however I had the pleasure of meeting
Dr.Haloun personally at an Orientzlist Congress at Bonn. I can say
without hesitation, that he is an unusually fine person, €onscientious
and sincere, and a gentleman. Although not a Jew, he is completely out
of Gympathﬁwith the present regimeand realises full well, that his po-
sition is far from safe, as he is, moreover, really of Cecho-Slovakien
nationality.

Both these men would be a2 credit to any scholarly insti-
tution. Dr.Haloun is very friendly with Dr.Simon and I know, that he
would willingly stand aside for the.latter, who is in greater need
fof a position. On the other hand I believe, that there is a fair chan-
ce of Dr.Simon being permanently retained at London.

I am writing a1l this, of course, quite confidentially .

Perhaps it is entirely premature.
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I feel sure however, that you will excuse this letter as being
merely prompted by a desire to advance the cause of Sinology

eand to do justice to the merits of two men, who, through the
unfortunate course of political events, are no longer appreciated
as they should in the country, that was lucky enough‘ to count
them among its scholers.

Yours sincerely,

"\DW
__—‘,,,r””//’z;j;.L.Duyvendak)

Professorof Chinese at Leyden University
Directoe of the Sinological Institute
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SINOLOGISCH INSTITUUT
b5 ] LEIDEN, (Holland) November 15th . . 193..7
BOERHAAVESTRAAT
Dr.A.Flexner

President of the Institute for Advanced Studies

Princeton N.J. U.8.A,

Dear Dr.Flexner,

I recall with milich pleasure the conversaztion we had las
May about the possible development of Gest Chinese Research Lib®s:
brary. Among the names of scholars to whom I ventured to drew you:
ettention in this connection was that of Professor Gustav Haleun,
of Gottingen,Germeny.Having had an opportunity,some weeks ago,
to visit Professor Haleun and to see his Seminar,I now beg leave
to furnish some further particulazrs sbout him end his work.

His qgnese Seminer,which he has built up, singlehanded,
in the short space of six years,is,If should say,the best, or in
any case one of the very best,in Europe.While not being particu-
larly large,it is remarkeble for quality and for the excellence
of its orgenisation. A1l the boocks are well and fully catalogued
and systematicelly arranged. They have been selected with great
bibliographical knowledge. The Europeazn books on Chine are like-
wise well selected and systematized;especially noteworthy is the
fact that the Russien Sinological literature is well represented.
Moreover the Japanese Sinologicazl litersture (there being no chai
for Japenese in Gottingen) is zlso taken care of by Professor
Heleun and is very well represented.

This rich collection has been assembled in the face of
unspeskable difficulties caused by red tape and "Devisenschwie-
rigkeiten".What hes been achieved is truly admirable.

It mey interest you to know that Arthur Weley has wor-
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worked a great deel at GOttingen and that he dedicested his last
book "The Book of Songs" to Haloun in gratitude for the help.
Hazloun gave him.

Haloun's position at Géttingen is very insecure,because
he refuses to join the Nazis.Sooner or later he will, for this
reason,certainly be dismissed.He is a Tscecho-Slovakizn citizen,
but of Germen race and, therefore, not welcome in his own country.

From his Vita,which I tzke the liberty of enclosing,
you will see the kind of work,Hzloun has done. A1l his studies
ere original in their epproech and independent in their conclu-
sions.He is strictly methodical and an extremely conscientious
philologist. His interest in ancient Chinese History has two
chief subjects: China's early contacts with non-Chinese tribes,
and the development of soclologicsl and philosophical ideas.

I thought you might be interested in these further par-
ticulars about Professor Haloun,so I trust you will perdon me
for thus intruding upon your leilsure.

Yours sincerely,

A
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BOERHAAVESTRAAT

Gustav H AL AUN

Biogrzphie: Geboren 12 Januar 1898 Pirnitz;Mﬁhren, éls,g%hn des

Forstrats Gustav H. 1908-16 Steatl. Obergymnasium Iglau,Méhren.

Mai 1916-November 1918 in OesterreichischemKriegsdienst.

Nov. 1918 - Mei 1925'8tudium an den UniversitiZten Wien und Leipzig:
Anthropologie;Ethnologie,Vorgescgichte,Heiigionsgéschichte,Alte
geschiéhte und Geéchichte des Vorderen Orients,S5Sinologie.

Juni 1926 hebilitiet® fiir Sinologie an der Deutéchen Universitat
Prag,Juli 1927 umhabilitiert an die UniversitZt Halle-Wittenberg,
‘Mai 1928 Lehrauftrag fiir Sinologie,W.S.1930/31 zuglelich Vertretung
in Gottingen,S.S5.19381 zugleich Vértretung in Gottingen und Bonn,
November 1931 umhabilitiert'an die Universitét Gottingen und Leiter
dés dortigen Sinologischen Seminars,Mgrz 1944 nichtbeamt.a.o. Pro-
fessor,5.5.1936 zugleich Vertretung UniversitéZt Berlin.

Veroffentlichungen

1) Beitrige zur Siedlungsgeschichte Chinesischer Clans I,Der Clan
Feng.Asia Mz jor,Hirthfestschrift,1922,5.165 ff.,
2) Contributions to the History of Clan settlement in ancient China:
Phratry

Yen-Ying-Ki,Asia Major I,1924,5.76 ff.,587 ff,
3) Die Rekonstruktion der chinesischen Urgeschichte durch die Chi-
nesen,Japan. Deutsche Zeitschrift fiir Wissenschaft und Technik III,
1925,5,243 ff.
4) Seit wann kannten die Chinesen die Tocharer oder Indogermsnen
iiberhaupt,T1lI: T'ai-hia in Chines.Quellen vor 1268 v.Chr., Leipzig
Asia Major,1926 ,VIII+207 S.,
5) Die Geschichte des Prinzen Tan von Yen, Reclams Universum,1928 S.

szv/géﬂ

8) Der Grosse Brockhaus Leipzig,1928-25:Ca 280 Artikel der Gruppen
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Indochines.Sprachen (allgem),Volksstdmme und Kulturbesitz Chinas,
Chinesische Ceschichte,Chines, Sprache und Literatur,Chines.Philo-
sophie,Chines.Beligion(anonym,meist redaktionell gekiirzt und Sfter
gedndert) |

7) Frﬁh{onfuzianischeAFragmente: I:Frégmente der Fu-tsi und Ts'in-
‘tsfi, Asia Major VIII,1932,5,437 ff.,11: Das Ti-tsi-tsi,ebda.,IX,
193%,5. 467 ff.,Erginzungen,ebda.,X,1955,5.247 ff.,

8) Zur Ue-tsi-Frage, Zeitschrift der D.Morgenlé&nd.Ges. XCI,1937,
'S.243 ff,

9) Ausserdem verschiedene historische Karten zur Geschichte AltChi-
nas,darunter: Orientierungskarte zur Geschichte d.vorchr. China
bei Voretzsch,Altéhinés.Bronzen,l924;0hina im Altertum I/II in
"Der Grqsse‘Brockhaus“,Bd.IV. Besprechuﬁgén-in Asia Mz jor, Litera-

risches Zentralblatt,Orientalistische Literaturzeitung.
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REPORT eoncerning a HEMORANDUM on the pregent NEEDS of

SINOLOGICAL SCHOLARSHIP IN AMERICA
August, 1027

AS may be gathered from reading the MEMORANDUM and 1ts cover-
ing letter from Dr,Ware to Dr,.Flexner,the ocompilation is a-

- vowedly drawvn up by and from the philologiocal point of view of
four -men _in the faculities of the three universitles,Harvard,
Yale,and Berkeley. There is no mention of or reference to the
project set up at the University of Chicago on January first,
1937,under the direction of Dr.Creel whose experiense and
training,1t is true,fits him into the aacong of “promig-
ing young scholars" whose "primary interest® in the Chinese
langusge is its use as a tool for research in other flelds of
Chinese culture. The covering letter does mentlon,however,the
abgence of Dr,Goodrioch of Columbla whose Toremost interest in
Chinese remains non-philologleal although he directs the lan-
guage courses and teaches elementary ones at Columbla,

If The Institute for Advance Btudy were located contiguous to
either Harvard,Yale,or Berkeley where there are already men
with this philologiocal training rather than at Princeton where
the present interest in the Far East is primarily conocerned
with humanistic studlies,it might well adopt for its Far Eastern
project both the reeemmendatiang of the Memorandum, Under the
influence,hovever,of trends at ‘rinceton,The Institute would
ap?arantly geem to have a larger outlook for the development of
a Far Epgstern Center in co-operaticn with the University,by
evolving a program that would place foremost humanistic studlies
fhxk which would include art courses,

In these Tields there could without doubt be made a place for
the one,two,or more young students who are devoted to the esarned
study of the Chinese langusge. Chinese “assistents" should dbe
provided for in any project in the field of Chinese studies,
Without them belng either "courts of Tinal appeal in matters of
interpretation,or substitutes for scholarly competence",they

can easily hold appointments that cast reflection neither on
American nor Chinese scholarship,

In any project that would be seriously considered for its pro-
ram The Inatitute,the faculty and members of a School for
ar Eagtern Studies must he able to work in either or both the
Chinese and Japanese languages. #s lexical problems of a type
that can be solved only by a tralned philologist would arise in
the use of Chinese texts by them,these problems might well be
agsigned for study to the one or more gtudents devoted to re-
gearch in the lanpuages. Through the co-operation of faculty
and members of the School under the puidance of the Director
of the Far Eastern Center,there ocould be assembled data for
"gpeclal lexioca to individual works or authors or subleots® as
well ag "in the fleld of grammar for careful historieal atudies
of individual particles®, Over a period of years some prepara-
tory material for a definitive dlotionary and grammar of Chinese
would then be at hand,
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Reporte Memorandum B August, 1978

The work of the Department of Oriental Studies of Yale Univer-
gity 1s basically philological. For the current academio year,
193738, two members of the department stafl are primarily
intereated in Chinese linguistics. Thus ¥ale rather than Prince-
ton would seem a more logioal center for research in the basle
‘unsolved linguistic problems of Sinology. At the same tinme
reparatory data for a definitive dlotionary and grammar of
nese might well be asgembled as a matter of inter-institu-

tional co-operation at the varlous genters fgr Chinese gtudles
on this continent,Harvard,Columbia,“erkeley, rinceton,as well
as Yale, The integration of that data,however,as a means for
overcoming the "fundsmental obstacles in Chinese grammar and

! lexivography" apparently Tits well into the already well-estab-
1lished Yale center,

It ia terefore sested that the means for co-operation in the
romotion of sound Sinological studies in America as recommnided
n the MEMORANDUM be adopted by The Institute for Advance Study

for its proposed Far Eagtern Center in so far as it 1s feasible

within the socope of 1ts own selected project in the field of
humanistic studlies in co-operation with Princeton University.

-

Nancy Lee Swann,Curator
The Geat Oriental Library

August 27,1927
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IhGRBH. NJ, USA

on the present needs of
SINOLOGICAL SCHOLARSHIP IN AMERICA
May 17,1937

Since 1928 a very able campaign has been conducted under the aus-
pices of the American Council of Learned Societies,generously sup-
ported by the Rockefeller and Barnegle Foundations,to interest the
American public and institutions of learning in Far Eastern studies.
The chief ultimate desire and aim of those in charge of the cam-
paign has always been,we believe, the establishment,in as many of
our universities as possible,of Departments of Chinese and Japanese
studies,of the same type that exist in the major universities of
Europe. That is to say,it has been generally recognized that the
basic need was,as it still is,for departments whose primary abili-
ties and interests are in the languages,especially Chinese,but
which should also offer general courses for the information of
those students whose interests in this part of world culture are
more peripheral, Such departments would resemble in plan well or-
ganized departments of Clagsical or Near Eastern languages,such as
are found in the leading American as well as European universities.

Two factors have militated against the raplid and full realization of
this ideal plan, In the first place,there was in 1928 perhaps only

one man in the United States,the late Dr,Berthold Laufer,who would
have been capable of filling a chair of Chinese in a manner comparable
to such professorships in European universities. Hence lack of per-
sonnel would have prevented creation of more than one such post,bar-
ring importations from abroad. In the second place,the economic de-
pression which began in 1929 has blocked any plans for immediate ex-—
pan:sion in our colleges and universities,

With the able direction of Mr.Mortimer Graves,the ACLS has conducted
its campaign in the best possible manner under these difficult cir-
cumstances, In the first place,it has created fellowships for prom-
1sing young scholars to train themselves in Chinese culture,and
first of all in the Chinese language,by going to Sinological centers
in Europe,and later to China and Japan. Thus it has sought to begin
the training of possible future occupants of chairs of the Chinese
language,literature,and culture,with due emphasis on the primary im-
portance of language training. This seems to us the most fundament-
ally important part of the program adopted.

Secondly,it has undertaken to provide men whose primary interests
are in other fields,such as history,political science,or philosophy,
with a certain minimum training in the languages of the Far East,
Such men have then been placed in key positions in departments of
history,etec,,in our colleges., In some instances they now offer ele-
mentary courses in the Chinese or Japanese languages,in addition to
non-linguistic courses. But their main interests remain non-philo-
logical., We recognize the value of both activities,both for human-
istic studies as a whole,and specifiically for the development of
Far Eastern studies, They enlarge academic and popular interest in

THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
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the Far East,and prepare the ground for intensive cultivation of
the field., From the point of view of Sinology,they may be classed
as worthy and valuable propaganda.

Without the slightest desire to minimize the importance of these
activities,we venture to raise the question whether it is not now
time to lay greater stress on basic philological work in Chinese.
By philology we mean,in the words of the Oxford Dictionary,"The
study of literature in a wide sense,including grammar,literary
criticism and interpretation,the relation of literature and writ-
ten records to history,rphilosophyjetc." Other fields of historic
culture — Greek and Latin,Semitic,Indic,etc.,—-- have been placed
on a sound scholarly foundation by being securely based on funda-
mental philological studies., They seem to us pecullarly necessary
in Chinese studies,for the following reasons:

(1)0n almost any subject dealing with China,the bulk of the
written material which must be taken into account is written in
Chinese, The worker must therefore be able to read this language.

(2)But what is called a "reading knowledge" of Chinese,in
the sense in which such a "reading knowledge" of most modern lan-
guages 1s easlly obtained,is very hard to acquire at present,for
several reasons., The first of these is the lamentable nature of
‘the present dictlonaries. It 1g¢ impossible to buy any one diction-
ary that will meet all the needs of any student,and the serious
student will soon find himself needing to use &bout twenty dic-
tionaries,none of which,nor even all of them together,will be sat-
isfactory. Almost any type of text,in the experience of the writers,
will sooner or later produce lexical problems of a type that can be
solved only by a trained philologist who has read extensively in
the literature.

(3)The study of Chinese grammar is in the embryo stage, and
can be undertaken successfully only by persons who know what gram-
mar 1is,

(4) Chinese as a language 1s characterized by difficulties
which,even 1f there were perfect dictionaries and grammars,would
be overcome only after long personal effort on the part of eaeh
individual student., The style 1ls always heterogeneousi:we mean that
0ld expressions and metaphors are constantly being used along with
more modern phrases but are not easily recognizable as such because
the characters remain the same; there is no such change in spelling
as has occurred e.g. in the history of French and English, To read
a Chinese sentence successfully one must feel its flow and rhythm;
and thils 1s a capacity which 1s slow in developing,and comes only
after wide reading experience,

Given these fundamental and primary language difficulties,the con-
clusion seems forced upon us that it is necessary now to concentrate
the attention on cultivation of the field by persons whose primary
interest is the language,other cultural interests being secondary.

Without presuming for one moment to prescribe lines of gtudy for
others,and without any idea of discouraging any Sinologist from

THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
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carrying on research in any problem which interests him,we yet
cherish the feeling that there are,for the above reasons,funda-
mental obstacles in Chinese grammar and lexicography which should

be cleared up,in order that subjects of a historical and phllo-
sophical nature may be competently investigated. Here l1ie,in our
opinion,the basic unsoved problems of the field. This lack is likely
to handicap research of a historical or philosophical nature as
seriously as largely to vitiate it. And it seems to us optimistic

to suppose that a man whose previous work has been mainly in the
social sciences can be endowed with the capacity to use Chinese

texts with real competence in two or three years, If the ground-
work were laid by studies of the kind above referred to,particularly
if there existed a comprehensive and scholarly dictionary comparable
with the Sanskrit lexlicon of Boehlingk and Roth,such training might
be possible in some such length of time, We may add,however,that in
the case of American students,the generally imperfect training in
languages of many,perhaps most,American college graduates mekes it
peculiarly difficult for them to learn such a language as Chinese,
We have hed Ph,D.'s trying to learn Chinese whose only previous
foreign language training consisted respectively of two years of
French,and of one semester of “Yerman., Such ill-prepared students
must,of course,expect to find the Chinese language an extraordi-
narily difficult task.

We would recommend the following as the best means,at the present
time,of promoting sound Sinological studies in America.

(1)One or more able young students,already well trained in
other foreign languages,ancient and modern, should be encouraged to
devote themselves to the earnest study of the Chinese language. It
should be understood that,subject to satisfactory periodical reports
of progress,they would be supported for at least six or seven years,
go that they might get a genulne scholarly training. Places should
then be found for them in good universities,where in time it is to
be expected that they would become professors of Chinese,worthy of
comparison with leaders in other scholarly lines. Whatever agency
furnishes the backing for this program should be prepared to keep
gsuch men alive until suitable openings are found. If Chinese as-
sistants are provided for them,it should be understood that they
must be really "assistants",and neither courts of final appeal in
matters of interpretation,nor substitutes for scholarly competence;
unscholarly misuse of such appointments in this country can only
cast a serious reflection on American scholarship,

(2) The cooperation of as many competent Sinologists as pos-—
sible should be enlisted in work preparatory to a definitive dics
tionary and grammar of Chinese,If foreign scholars would Jjoin in
this ehdeavor,their help would of course be warmly welcomed, We
betieve that this can best be done by the preparation of special
lexica to individual works or authors or subjects;and,in the field
of grammar,by careful historical gtudies of individual particles.

(signed) ¢ James R.Ware,
¢t George A.Kennedy,
¢t Ferdinand D,Lessing,
tPeter A,Boodberg, ‘
The undersigned have read with care the accompanying memoranda on
the needs of Chinese studies,and are in full agreement with 1ts
printiples,which seen"tTRoFSUBREFEEIHTHT'BAY scholarly.
(signed) tE.H.Sturtevant,
t Franklin Edgertons
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